


AFFIDAVIT

INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE PREPARATION OF AFFIDAVIT

This affidavit should be specifically addressed to the circumstances of your particular case and should not consist of generalities. When
you are uncertain as to matters related in your affidavit write “uncertain”. Where you claim that any action was taken by you as the result of
fear, you should state in each instance, with the greatest possible particularity, what was feared and why. If it is claimed that the fears were

caused by threats from individuals or groups of individuals, the nature of the threats, the names of the individuals making them, if known,
and the time, place and occasion for the making of the threats should be given.

If more space is needed for answers to particular questions, separate sheets of plain white paper should be used. Each separate sheet so
used should be plainly marked with the number of the question being answered and your name.

. Name Date of Birth
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2. If born prior to December 1, 1924 | (A) Have you ever renounced Japanese When i /
nationality?

No

Where

. If born since December 1, 1924 (A) Was your name ever registered with a Japanese Consulate for the purpose of reserving your Japanese
nationality?

\
If so, did you thereafter renounce your Japanese When

nationality?
~NO

4. State periods of visits to Japan and purpose of each visit:

Date Purpose

To
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5. Give details concerning any formal education in Japan:

School Period of Attendance

| From To
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Specify subjects studied (attach additional sheet if necessary).
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6. Have you ever made application for repatriation to Japan?. ... If so, give date , and your reasons for so
applying:

FVERE SEE RIFACHED SHEE],

7. (A) Have you ever expressly indicated that you would not swear unqualified
allegiance to the United States?
YES

Have you ever declined to answer when asked whether you
| would swear unqualified allegiance?

Or have you ever given a qualified answer to such question asked at War Relocation Centers?. ... If so, give your reasons:

Drns  SEE ATALED SHEET,

(B) If your answer to any of the questions in (A) is affirmative, then did you ever subsequently change your mind and express your willingness

to swear an unqualified allegiance or would you have been willing to do so if an opportunity had been afforded you?.l..)/g\.j.’ .............. If so, state
when you changed your mind and your reasons therefor:

DVENE SEE ATTHAED SHEET,
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(C) Did you ever indicate that you would not swear unqualified allegiance to the United States either expressly or by refusal to answer, or a quali-
fied answer, knowing that by so doing you would be sent to the WRA Segregation Center at Tule Lake?.. . X/Z0.... If so, give reasons:

AT THE TIE I DRD. No7r Ve THE.  SLIGHTEST ZOE2. A7 Qr Ve
SENVT 70 7IME Lokt

8. (A) | Period of
s L. s It Membership
WERE YOU EVER AT ANY TIME A MEMBER OF ANY OF THE FOLLOWING ORGANIZATIONS:

Black Dragon Society (Kokuryu Kai)

Central Japanese Association (Beikoku Chuo Nipponjin Kai)

Central Japanese Association of Southern California

Dai Nippon Butoku Kai (Military Virtue Society of Japan or Military Art Society of Japan) (Hokubei Kai)
Heimuska Kai, also known as Hokubei Heieki Gimusha Kai Zaibei Nihonjin, Heiyaku Gimusha Kai, and

Zaibei Heimusha Kai (Japanese residing in American Military Conscripts Assoc.) Heimusha Kai

Hinode Kai (Imperial Japanese Reservists)

Hinomaru Kai (Rising Sun Flag Society-—a Group of Japanese War Veterans)
Hokubei Zaigo Shoko Dan (North American Reserve Officers Association)
Japanese Association of America (Zaibei Nihonjin Kai)

Japanese Overseas Central Society (Kaigai Dobo Chuo Kai)

Japanese Overseas Convention, Tokyo, Japan, 1940

Japanese Protective Association (Recruiting Organization)

Jikyoku Iin Kai (Current Affairs Association)

Kibei Seinen Kai (Association of U. S. Citizens of Japanese Ancestry who have returned to America after
studying in Japan)

Nanka Teikoku Gunyudan (Imperial Military Friends Group or Southern California War Veterans)
Nichibei Kogyo Kaisha (The Great Fujii Theatre)
Northwest Japanese Association

Sakura Kai (Patriotic Society or Chetry Association—composed of Veterans of Russo-Japanese War)
(Cherry Blossom Society)

Shinto Temples

Sokoku Kai (Fatherland Society)
Suiko Sha (Reserve Officers Association Los Angeles)

Hokoku Seinen-Dan ! : : vV } 20
Hokoku Joshi Seinen-Dan L MR
Sokoku Kenkyu Seinen-Dan 4 ; | 7 / /(/%“4
Sokuji Kikoku Hoshi-Dan

(B) Give reasons for becoming a member: N o
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(C) State nature of your activity and offices you held:
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(D) If you voluptarily discontinued membership in any of the aforgmegtioned organizations, give approximate date and reasons for so doing;,
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(8) If you claim that your membership in any of the aforementioned organizations, your activities therein, or your acceptance of an office was
due to misunderstanding of the purpose or nature of the organization, explain fully:

SLRE (22 rrdertd ~SHEET,

(F) If you at any time wished to discontinue membership, activity, or office and were prevented from so doing, explain fully:

LVERE SZE ATHCAHED S+EET,

9. (A) When did you decide to apply for forms upon which to renounce your United States citizenship?
Give reasons for so doing:

YEUE S22 ArgerEd SHEET,

(B) If reasons given in answer to preceding question differ from reasons given to officer who held renunciation hearing, give your explanation
for difference:

LLEQE SEE -PITRAED (HEET,

(C) If you claim that your renunciation was caused by fear, you should explain fully why such fear extended fr.
renunciation papers until the date of actual renunciation:

PLLRIE  JZE2 DTRHEAED SHEET,

om the time of the application for

(D) If the fear did not extend from the date of application to the date of approval by the Attorney General, yo
any effort to withdraw your application, and if not, explain fully:

u should state whether you made

(E) If, after approval, you requested the Attorney General to withdraw his approval of your renu
reasons for the delay in making such request:

nciation or to cancel your renunciation, give the




(F) If there are any other facts which influenced your action in renouncing your United States citizenship, state fg
if necessary.

FLEALE SZE 7crED ~SHEET,

10. (A) If you now are in Japan, give your reasons for having returned to Japan.

SYAE SEZ  HIRICHED SHEET,

(B) If you are in Japan, have you since you returned to Japan taken any action to resume or acquire Japanese citizenship?... . NMD. .
Answer Yes or No

f you have, state nature of action taken and reasons therefor.

11. (A) If you have served or are serving in the military or naval forces of the United States fill in the following:

I enlisted (or was drafted) o
I still am in such service

on

(B) If at any time while in a war relocation center or since then you volunteered for military or naval service but your offer of service was rejected
state the time when and the place where you volunteered.

NonNE

(C) State why your offer of such service was rejected, if the reason was made known to you.

NONE

(D) If you were rejected for military or naval service by your Local Draft Board since your release from a war relocation center state the reason

for the rejection if known to you. /
NONE

12. If any member of your family has served or is serving in the military or naval forces of the United States state the relationship of such person
to you, the name of such person, the branch of service and serial number of such person:

Branch of Service Serial Number

Prefecture of Hyogo
City of Kobe ) 8%
American Consulate General)

(Signature-infull”of applicant)

Subscribed and sworn to before me this faicl4 November

[\

Service No__ 642! 7 MAYAD A. Mitchell

¥o Fee Prescribed American Viee Consul
This affidavit may be executed before any person authorized to administer oaths.




FILE COPY

AFFIDAVIT

INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE PREPARATION OF AFFIDAVIT

This affidavit should be specifically addressed to the circumstances of your particular case and should not consist of generalities. When
you are uncertain as to matters related in your affidavit write “‘uncertain’. Where you claim that any action was taken by you as the result of
fear, you should state in each instance, with the greatest possible particularity, what was feared and why. If it is claimed that the fears were
caused by threats from individuals or groups of individuals, the nature of the threats, the names of the individuals making them, if known,
and the time, place and occasion for the making of the threats should be given.

If more space is needed for answers to particular questions, separate sheets of plain white paper should be used. Each separate sheet so
used should be plainly marked with the number of the question being answered and your name.

. Name . : S b Date of Birth
Hiroshi Koizumi July 1, 1919

. If born prior to December 1, 1924 | (A) Have you ever renounced Japanese When

nationality? ”

. If born since December 1, 1924 (A) Was your name ever registered with a Japanese Consulate for the purpose of reserving your Japanese
nationality?

If so, did you thereafter renounce ycur Japanese When

nationality?
-

4. State periods of visits to Japan and purpose of each visit:

Date Purpose

From To

1921 1937

ec.. 1945 To dete

5. Give details concerning any formal education in Japan:

School Period of Attendance

Hatsukaichi-machi, Elementesry School !Tn

Hatsukeichi-Machi, Hiroshime Ken ‘ 19%2

Matsumoto Commerciel School, Hiroshima, 1937

Hirostrime Ken
Specify subjects studied (attach additional sheet if necessary).

f
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6. Have you ever made application for repatriation to Japan?. - : /\\ ................... , and your reasons for so
applying:

Please see attached sheet

7. (A) Have you ever expressly indicated that you would not swear unqualified ‘ Have you ever declined to answer when asked whether you
allegiance to the United States? Yes i would swear unqualified allegiance?

Or have you ever given a qualified answer to such question asked at War Relocation Centers?............................... If so, give your reasons:

Please sese attached sheet

(B) If your answer to any of the questions in (A) is affirmative, then did you ever subsequently change your mind and express your willingness
to swear an unqual ified allegiance or would you have been wxllmo to do so if an opportumty had been afforded you?.... Y88 If so, state
when you changed your mind and your reasons therefor: / .

4 . F J/ 4 K g £
.// -y ) : "
' 4 d " - g

Y,

Please see attached-Sheet
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(C) Did you ever indicate that you would not swear unqualified allegiance to the United States either express! Nor by rgfusal to answer, or a quali-
fied answer, knowing that by so doing yovould be sent to the WRA Segregation Center at Tule Lake? If so, give reasons:

At the time I did not shiuhtesb-dgdoer cbout being

sent to Tule Lake;

8. (A) Period of
WERE YOU EVER AT ANY TIME A MEMBER OF ANY OF THE FOLLOWING ORGANIZATIONS: ' Membership

Black Dragon Society (Kokuryu Kai)

Central Japanese Association (Beikoku Chuo Nipponjin Kai)

Central Japanese Association of Southern California

Dai Nippon Butoku Kai (Military Virtue Society of Japan or Military Art Society of Japan) (Hokubei Kai)

Heimuska Kai, also known as Hokubei Heieki Gimusha Kai Zaibei Nihonjin, Heiyaku Gimusha Kai, and

Zaibei Heimusha Kai (Japanese residing in American Military Conscripts Assoc.) Heimusha Kai

Hinode Kai (Imperial Japanese Reservists)

Hinomaru Kai (Rising Sun Flag Society—a Group of Japanese War Veterans)
Hokubei Zaigo Shoko Dan (North American Reserve Officers Association)

Japanese Association of America (Zaibei Nihonjin Kai)

Japanese Overseas Central Society (Kaigai Dobo Chuo Kai)

Japanese Overseas Convention, Tokyo, Japan, 1940

Japanese Protective Association (Recruiting Organization)

Jikyoku Iin Kai (Current Affairs Association)

Kibei Seinen Kai (Association of U. S. Citizens of Japanese Ancestry who have returned to America after
studying in Japan)

Nanka Teikoku Gunyudan (Imperial Military Friends Group or Southern California War Veterans)

Nichibei Kogyo Kaisha (The Great Fujii Theatre)

Northwest Japanese Association

Sakura Kai (Patriotic Society or Cherry Association—composed of Veterans of Russo-Japanese War)
(Cherry Blossom Society)

Shinto Temples
Sokoku Kai (Fatherland Society)
Suiko Sha (Reserve Officers Association Los Angeles)

Hokoku Seinen-Dan

Hokoku Joshi Seinen-Dan

Sokoku Kenkyu Seinen-Dan
Sokuji Kikoku Hoshi-Dan

(B) Give reasons for becoming a member:

When the orgamfzation wes first formed, ¥t wes.seid to cultiygte
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bl DdelbyoTl voluntarily discontinued merhbership in any of the aforementioned organizations, give approximate date and reasons for so doing:
il When I first beceme & member, activities were just as what I was originally
told but es time passed on, whether the mob control or the management

of the orgenization, the orgenization had the tendency to be powerful.

l Unpleasant occur “&fook place one after eanother, I didnt like all this
et all but wes hélplessly & member until December 28, 19/i) on the trein

enroute to Santa Fe Internment 1p where we_were transferrin: laced m
lresignation to then presiden% og “The organlza%lon:Mr. Uchida,géng ﬁececcepged
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& ,As an Americen citizen, I worked in the orchard even after the outbresk
of the war, Prior to the war, I had never committed any type of crime
I heve responded cheerfully to the cell of the draft board to express the
deep loyalty I flet for my country., I lead a pesceful and quiet life,
The wer obroke out as time elapsed, I started to lose my rights entitled
to other U,S. citizens of foreign parenteage as long @&s they were not of
Jepenese descent, Finelly I faced evacuation and life in the camp without
4freedom. I beceme very disgusted with the life I was forced to leed in the
‘camp. Also at thet time, I hed already lost both of my perents, and I was
responsible for the welfesre of my young sister and brother living in Japan,

They sought my guidance and I, getting disgusted with the camp life more

end more, thought for the first time sbout whether to go to Jepan or not,

As en infant T was teken to Japan by my parents and wes reared there
till I graduated from the commerciel school.. Returning back here
I wes classified es "Kibei", After we were placed in the camp, I had every
desire to get outside the ceamp et the first opportunity I had and go back
to the normel 1life and work. But, rumors were very strong that "Kibei"

would not be sllowed this privilege even though we hed every good:intention,

So like I mentioned in tinewsdmsssssstememeds 76, I thoroughly was disgusted

with cemp life and withf 11 the heppenings since the wear, NkEREEIERI. ..
8
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before the war meny of my friends
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Hiroshi Koizumi

joined the army to fight for their country, but only the fellow Kibels
were discharged shortly after and were not given the equel privilege
like the other Nisei., When Kebeis went into camp, they were not allowed to
go out of cemp to work. It wes rumored ﬁebeis will be deported to Japen
ng with the ‘alien Jepgnese Nationals One by one our fearSincressed

and T logt faith end hope in the future, ' the insecureness in my daily living

was Dlanting more end more fear in me,

s ""‘wwa‘

#7 —p_, I.heve 1t Written d*rectly on the forme,
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fact thet I hed found after my joining the orgsnigzetion that

me jority of the members 1ssified es "Kibeil™ hed not acquired & complete
high~-school educetion., It so heppened that I was one of the few to have
completed high school (commercial}) in Jepan in the block where I lived;
therefore, for thet very simple reason I was forced to become our block's
representetive" to be on the staff of Culturel Division of Werd #7. Thus
is how I eerned my position end title, end the chief dutles essigned

to me were making contacts. I constantly refused throughout the len 1gth
of the time I was & member from the time I became Cultural Div, staff
 member to the position of Div, head but everytime I made a strong
iﬂ"efusal, other fellow members would violently citicize me of being very
un-cooperative. There wes no other way out for me but be egreeable

with other officers. I never took much interest in the work that was

going on for I hed never cered to even become & member,

iz, TGRSR
(230 PP PSRRI A e

In the cenp there was a wide veriety of sayings about that

ion, and I, for one joined it without correct understending
on my pa At thet time, everyone was considered very un=cooperetive
unless one became & member of the organigzetion; hence, I joined,

wes diseppointed with this orgenizetion which was founded in the cemp,

1

the countless unpleasant rumors end incidents and I hed asked to be

-
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dismissed from the orgeni.ation, but as I heve mentioned many times
viously, everyone went esgeinst me and in order to keep peace, I was

to materialize my hopes of ever

hed not been evecuated

2 )

into the cemp, I probably would hesve continued to work diligently et the

o

orchard farm which I loved., The cemp life of 194l (Tule Lake) was nothing
¢ ; ; Jo:rmﬂw-trwi«wl y g
but a 1life of fights and arguments, rumors, and E“”ﬁ’? met It wes a.life
thet was beyond the 1msgr1notlon in the normal society., In order to get

T YIOR
SN AAN LS
sway from ell this.ﬁf?ﬂry mix-up, it wes said thet renuncietion of the

-
O SR S L e~

citizenship and eapplying for repetriation wes the best method,
About this time my wife had given birth to our only son and to
reelized the importance of pesceful femily life 2s I hed never experien
before, So in order to get away from every unpleasent doings in and
about our cemp ' home, I decided to apply for forms upon which to renounce
my citizenship,  About this time, I hed such confused mind, it only

eppeared correct and ri 5ht thet I do this,
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I do not remember well what I hedgé'sgid at uhat time, I?kngw

¥

renoun é*my 01tlzensh1p ea<11y, All in 811, my 1nner fear of inggcure

ﬁ*

dﬁlﬁué oS

ife in 4ule Leke was much more uap%sro&ﬁ‘ than, it was' in the

other camps I had been before I was transferred, I.constantly feared
subconsciously the underground power of some orgenizetion members, Just who
these people were, I never found out, At thet time even a small change

in the way of dally life, a different attitude toward the orgasnization

or the slight uncooperativeness toward it would staert from nowhere the talk
about you not going all the way with the rest, Next everyone pointed you

out and embarsssed you. Sometimes an alien Japsnese citicize you as the

_Z-
-~




"white Jap". All this unpleasantness was brought to & big climax by the
Hitomi murder cese. Thus renunciation beceme the deily topic, and I thought
my renuncistion would spere me of being criticized end laughed &t in public,
send would a2lso spate me from steying on indefinitely in this dreadful camp.
The fect was thet the word "“uncooperstive” was enough to swell the growth

{ of fesr within anyone.

i

O Y O e A
In the #71 Block where I resided, Mr, Sasakl was the Block Menager ,

He was pro=-Japen fellow and gentle mannered}am*wwhetever he had to say as
Block Maneger was quite logicel; therefore, in 211 that mix-up, everyo
looked up to him as ‘& men of sane thoughts and ideas. Naturally everyone
hes their trust in him too., As the deys went by Mr, Sesakl mentioned
somthing about all of us being very foolish with the U3, citizenship
when we had to lead such barberous 1life, and it would be to our benefit
in the future without it. Now I know, I wesn't at all like myself 1in
normel times to even think what he said was proper,

It sounded so logicel at time &s he talked and persuaded me to
go shead with the renunciation. He told me I would be met with pre=-
judiced eyes if I went back to Jepsan being an Americen citizen &s I
hed & Japen-born gister snd brother, Mr. Sssski went on end on explain
about meny things wiich I heave forgotten whet they were now, My trust in
him was & big influence on me just as it wes bed, Looking back celmly on
this mstter, I cen not but realize what a big stupid fool 1 hed been then,
I, being so filled with ell types of fears and hurt, was unable to see
things as they ectually were. MNr, Sesaki's persuasion end his talks were
very appealing to me, DBelng & Kibei I feasred deportation end yet 1 wes

afraid how the people there might react if I hcdn t renouHCﬂd my citizen=-

e

: ship. §It }u very dlfflcult to. meke mycelf.bel teve poq why s @ s tﬂsané"”
i > :
‘fe'béfore 1 committadlthe wrm&test mis t” g
TR y ‘ ¢ #’ . = 5

et lgoncerns dy«Porsonal Iife,

lne insane 11fe of i le La&emwaf;taé3muah%£ogwme. I nevgr

knsw..whets wculd hcppen next 110 ment es we ve rlr “dy 5ée“ t0oo mz?y_ iphts,

O “pre knew

murder, .ebgs & Folt very unstaole about my family s Puturu.
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just how loﬁf thif wegfgoing to Pontlrue. I WOrnsa siq% about my yoong
J g, g young

gi's ter _srd brother in Jcoan. T was doanotéd by feOp th“ E”L Qﬁ$“um
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501ng to Japen, This wgs*mv regsort gnd my motlve for the 9"Tion
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(E) If you claim that your membership in any of the aforementioned organizations, your activities therein, or your acceptance of an office was
due to misunderstanding of the purpose or nature of the organization, explain fully:

Please see attached sheet,

(F) If you at any time wished to discontinue membership, activity, or office and were prevented from so doing, explain fully:

Please see attached sheet.

9. (A) When did you decide to apply for forms upon which to renounce your United States citizenship?
Give reasons for so doing:

Plesse see attached sheet

(B) If reasons given in answer to preceding question differ from reasons given to officer who held renunciation hearing, give your explanation
for difference:

Please see attached sheset.

(C)- If you claim that your renunciation was caused by fear, you should explain fully why such fear extended from the time of the application for
renunciation papers until the date of actual renunciation:

Please see attached sheet,

(D) If the fear did not extend from the date of application to the date of approval by the Attorney General, you should state whether you made
any effort to withdraw your application, and if not, explain fully:

(E) If, after approval, you requested the Attorney General to withdraw his approval of your renunciation or to cancel your renunciation, give the
reasons for the delay in making such request:
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(F) If there are any other facts which influenced your action in renouncing your United States citizenship, state fully below or on a separate sheet
if necessary.

. ‘VJ

§€o £oe ot te#éhed sheé%.

F

10. (A) If you now are in Japan, give your reasons for having returned to Japan.

Please see attached sheet.

1 i o & L ] e
(B) If you are in Japan, have you since you returned to Japan taken any action to resume or acquire Japanese citizenship?...... NQ
- 2 - Answer Yes or No
.

If you have, state nature of action taken and reasons therefor. — ”

2 - i

-4 - L= Ry

11. (A) If you have served or are serving in the military or naval forces of the United States fill in the following:

Nore

I enlisted (or was drafted) on
State the date State the Branch of Service

I still am in such service ;s I was released from active duty on........................... ... and received my Discharge

Answer Yé¢s or No

on

(B) If at any time while in a war relocation center or since then you volunteered for military or naval service but your offer of service was rejected
state the time when and the place where you volunteered.

(C) State why your offer of such service was rejected, if the reason was made known to you.

AN P

—

(D) If you were rejected for military or naval service by your Local Draft Board since your release from a war relocation center state the reason

for the rejection if known to you. =

12. If any member of your family has served or is serving in the military or naval forces of the United States state the relationship of such person
to you, the name of such person, the branch of service and serial number of such person:

Branch of Service Serial Number

Japan
Prefecture of Hyogo : /s/ Hiroshi Koizumi
City of Kobe ) (Signature in full of applicant)
Bmerican lonsulatTe Gtenerel)

Subscribed and sworn to before me this.....2OtR day of.. November . 1051{-

U.S. Consulate General Seal:
Consulate General of the /s/ William A, Mitchell
United Stetes of Americe, Americen Vice Consul
Kobe, Japan Service No., 6l21

No Fee Prescribed

This affidavit may be executed before any person authorized to administer oaths.
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This affidavit should be specifically addressed to the circumstances of your particular case an ould not consist bf generalitics. When
you are uncertain as to matters related in your affidavit write “uncertain”. Where you claim that any action was taken by you as the result of
fear, you should state in each instance, with the greatest possible particularity, what was feared and why. If it is claimed that the fears were
caused by threats from individuals or groups of individuals, the nature of the threats, the names of the individuals making them, if known,
and the time, place and occasion for the making of the threats should be given.

If more space is needed for answers to particular questions, separate sheets of plain white paper should be used. Each separate sheet so
used should be plainiy marked with the number of the question being answered and your name.

1. Name o : . : Date of Birth
Hiroshi Koizumi July 1, 1919

2. If born prior to December 1, 1924 | (A) Have you ever renounced Japanese When Where
nationality?

No |

3. If born since December 1, 1924 (A) Was your name ever registered with a Japanese Consulate for the purpose of reserving your Japanese
nationality?

If so, did you thereafter renounce your Japanese When
nationality?

4. State periods of visits to Japan and purpose of each visit:

Date Purpose

From To

1927 1937 Taken by parents

Dec, 1945 To date

5. Give details concerning any formal education in Japan:

School ‘ Period of Attendance

To

1

1932

c = 4, P
Hatsukaichi~Machi, Hiroshima Ken

Matsumoto Commercial School, Hiroshima,

=

Hamaahdma I
i E ot —IxCIl

Specify subjects studied (attach additional sheet if necessary).

General lower school clas and commercial courses.

6. Have you ever made application for repatriation to Japan?.... ... Ye.sIf so, give date... March..16.....19L ..-.y and your reasons for so
applying: and

See attached sheet

7. (A) Have you ever expressly indicated that you would not swear unqualified Have you ever declined to answer when asked whether you
allegiance to the United States? would swear unqualified allegiance?

Yes. See attached sheet

Or have you ever given a qualified answer to such question asked at War Relocation Centers? ... If so, give your reasons:

(B) If your answer to any of the questions in (A) is affirmative, then did you ever subsequently change your mind and express your willingness
to swear an unqualified allegiance or would you have been willing to do so if an opportunity had been afforded you?.... .Y a8 If so, state
when you changed your mind and your reasons therefor:

I would have been willing to do so, just as when I registered for the draft
in 1940, if T had the opportunity, with some assurance about citizenship
and protection.
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(C) Did you ever indicate that you would not swear unqualified allegiance to the United States either expressly or by refusal to answer, or a quali-
fied answer, knowing that by so doing you would be sent to the WRA Segregation Center at Tule Lake?......N@.. If so, give reasons:

8. (A) S Period of

WERE YOU EVER AT ANY TIME A MEMBER OF ANY OF THE FOLLOWING ORGANIZATIONS: Yes No

Membership

Black Dragon Society (Kokuryu Kai)

Central Japanese Association (Beikoku Chuo Nipponjin Kai)

Central Japanese Association of Southern California

Dai Nippon Butoku Kai (Military Virtue Society of Japan or Military Art Society of Japan) (Hokubei Kai)

Heimuska Kai, also known as Hokubei Heieki Gimusha Kai Zaibei Nihonjin, Heiyaku Gimusha Kai, and

Zaibei Heimusha Kai (Japanese residing in American Military Conscripts Assoc.) Heimusha Kai

Hinode Kai (Imperial Japanese Reservists)

Hinomaru Kai (Rising Sun Flag Society—a Group of Japanese War Veterans)

Hokubei Zaigo Shoko Dan (North American Reserve Officers Association)

Japanese Association of America (Zaibei Nihonjin Kai)

Japanese Overseas Central Society (Kaigai Dobo Chuo Kai)

Japanese Overseas Convention, Tokyo, Japan, 1940

Japanese Protective Association (Recruiting Organization)

Jikyoku Iin Kai (Current Affairs Association)

Kibei Seinen Kai (Association of U. S. Citizens of Japanese Ancestry who have returned to America after
studying in Japan)

Nanka Teikoku Gunyudan (Imperial Military Friends Group or Southern California War Veterans)

Nichibei Kogyo Kaisha (The Great Fujii Theatre)

Northwest Japanese Association

Sakura Kai (Patriotic Society or Cherry Association—composed of Veterans of Russo-Japanese War)
(Cherry Blossom Society)

Shinto Temples

Sokoku Kai (Fatherland Society)

Suiko Sha (Reserve Officers Association Los Angeles)

Hokoku Seinen-Dan

Hokoku Joshi Seinen-Dan

Sokoku Kenkyu Seinen-Dan

Sokuji Kikoku Hoshi-Dan

(B) Give reasons for becoming a member:

attached sheet

(C) State nature of your activity and offices you held:

oee attached sheet

(D) If you voluntarily discontinued membership in any of the aforementioned organizations, give approximate date and reasons for so doing:

It was while on the train en route to Santa Fe Camp that I gave my resign

(=)

tion to the president, Mr. Uchida.

a




(B) If you claim that your membership in any of the aforementioned organizations, your activities therein, or your acceptance of an office was
due to misunderstanding of the purpose or nature of the organization, explain fully:

(F) If you at any time wished to discontinue membership, activity, or office and were prevented from so doing, explain fully:

See attached

9. (A) When did you decide to apply for forms upon which to renounce your United States citizenship?
Give reasons for so doing:

Uncertain

(B) If reasons given in answer to preceding question differ from reasons given to officer who held renunciation hearing, give your explanation
for difference:

(C) If you claim that your renunciation was caused by fear, you should explain fully why such fear extended from the time of the application for
renunciation papers until the date of actual renunciation:

(D) If the fear did not extend from the date of application to the date of approval by the Attorney General, you should state whether you made
any effort to withdraw your application, and if not, explain fully:

(E) If, after approval, you requested the Attorney General to withdraw his approval of your renunciation or to cancel your renunciation, give the
reasons for the delay in making such request:
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(F) If there are any other facts which influenced your action in renouncing your United States citizenship, state fully below or on a separate sheet
if necessary.

10. (A) If you now are in Japan, give your reasons for having returned to Japan.

(B) If you are in Japan, have you since you returned to Japan taken any action to resume or acquire Japanese citizenship?..

If you have, state nature of action taken and reasons therefor. I have worked for the U Army

interpreter at Kure, for a ﬂou six months in 1946. 77 4{;"//#/

M; AZ M% r{'“:,}; ’%{4/ /ﬂ; MM‘«//«Wf W?ﬁ{

{ = 7 rm
11. (A) If you have served or are servmg in the military or naval forces of the Umted States ﬁll in the foliowmg'

I enlisted (or was drafted) on in the.
State the date State the Br:mch of Service

I still am in such service ; I was released from active duty on
Answer Yes or No

(B) If at any time while in a war relocation center or since then you volunteered for military or naval service but your offer of service was rejected
state the time when and the place where you volunteered.

(C) State why your offer of such service was rejected, if the reason was made known to you.

(D) If you were rejected for military or naval service by your Local Draft Board since your release from a war relocation center state the reason
for the rejection if known to you.

12. If any member of your family has served or is servmg in the military or naval forces of the United States state the relationship of such person
to you, the name of such person, the branch of service and serial number of such persosm:

AR o fo

Wy) P [Matmnshlp

Serial Number

/4

Subscribed and sworn to before me this

This affidavit may be executed before any person authorized to administer oaths.
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u9¢gwrunor‘ afloat in/ Rohwer that Kibei would not be amizmm

allowed to leave the Center. hMemkmikhzme There was an article I
read in the newspaper that Kibei would not, be allowed to leave
mgmmam the centers. Next, however, there wereqrumors that
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I was sent to the Alien Internment Camp at Santa fe , New
Mexico, with Dan members after I renounced my citizenship. I
was separ-ted from my wife and baby who were in the Tule Lake
-/ 2 . » . o - .

enter. Then the war ended. “eing in the midst of Issei andl

an leaders and members who were/to be repatriated and who
kept up a daily agitation that Ahe whole group of internees
must repatriate, that there wgs no chance of our remaining in

we hgdn't been accepted as citizens and
the Unjited otates, that memyhzhsmisxwenemgnsmnxinbesxaamen
wouldn t be accepted as citizens and that as we wememjimsmx
cEl a0 hod renouncedywere viewed just like alien enemies
and that we would be remo¥ed to Japan by order of the Attorney
%) . 3 Y~ a5 .
eneral who had by authgrized to remove us by a Presidential
*roclamation and that fhere was no hope for us to escape from
deportation and that /there was no other way for us to be
in ¢ e U.S. :

reunited/with our fAmily members who were in the Tule Lake VYenter
B X0 E pixm e Xuen amgnwac
and that the only way we would be togethe: with them agin

would be when we were shipped to Japan and our family memhbers

were also sent/ to Japan. I believed that my deportation was

inevitable aﬁd that it was @ only through repatriation that

N

I stood a cﬁance of being reunited with my wife and baby. We

h-d lost eﬁerything by as a result of e vacuation/and I diin.t

see - how wé could ever get started again without a home or

and beliéved the rumors in Santa fe that there w%s no chance of
/ e

my being let out of camp and that I would have to/repatriated

with tﬁe group and that only this way would I be with my

f

wife énd baby son again. There were some rumors that we would
be K¢pt a long time in camp and that there was a memamen
poséibility that the Government mim kinxszmednikmenmsepm msm Home xm
BLEm X i xapeaurtinjon 8 xrb e fa Z e xmer

in the remote future might mmmd 1t us go home again but the

majority rumors were that we'd be deported. In those days the

rumors were not Jjust plain rumors but mEmemfikhemx seemed




to be authoratative that we'd be deported ultimately and that

only t is way would we be free again and be reunited with

our families and these fears filled me with panic. So I signed

for repatriation again on September 27, 1945, at “anta fe,

I do not remember if I wrote on that form that I desired

repatriation unconditionally and without qualification and

that I had always been loyal to J_pan and intended to Emmimxm
es to

remain so or whether I simply answered/questions like that

time which were on the printed form but I signed the form

because of my fears off eventual removal to Japan and bec-use

I feared it was the gnlyway I'd be reunited with my wife and

baby son. *t seemed/to me that I had to do it as mbmxmmhym

the only mommsmm m¢thod of escaping from internment and of

being reunited with my family and of avoiding life as an

internee for an Andefinite period of time only to £ace eventual

removal to Yapan. and that it was for protection for me and

my family. It was not loyalty to #apan that caused me to

éign for repatriatioyﬁor t?/}enounce my citizenship. I had

come back to/the U.S. of my own free wish and desire in 1937

when I was 18 years of age and was proud of t e U.S. and of

being a citizen. I worked hard and never had a criminal record.

I registerged for the draft in Lodi, CGalifornia, in VYctober of

1940 and was willing to serve in the Army if called by the

Draft Boprd. I was clnssified 2-A and xpected to be called

into service. However, in @m July or August of 1942 while I

was in the Stockton Assembly “enter I was classified as an

alien pnemy, W 4L-C, by my Draft Board because of my being

of Japanese ancestry =nd I thought that this was a rejection

of my/ citizenship just because of my ancestry. After having to

enter a camp I didn;t wish to volunteer for the Army in Rohwer

but I would have responded if I had been drafted. I dmdm

haxdixdzme would have taken the oatyy of allegiance and would




h.ve served fafthfully as ¢ lier if had been drafted.
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Hiroshi Koizumi

/ﬁ?{ ; ?fﬁtd *’:, »46;,{
As an infant was taken to Japan by my parents and was reared there
till I graduated from the commercial school. Returning back here
in U.S. I was classified as "Kibei™, aAfter we were placed in the
camp, I had every desire to get outside the camp at the first
opportunity I had and go back to the normal 1ife and work. But,
rumors were very strong that "Kibei would not be allowed this
privilege even though we had every good intention. So }{jeees
nenbion S, I thoroughly was disgusted with camp life and with
all the happenings since the war. Feeling /'very much like an un-
wanted person, I started to fear deportation.

Just before the war many of my friends joined the army to fight
for their country, but only the fellow Kibeis were discharged
shortly after and were not given the equal privilege like the other
Nisei. When Kibeis went into camp, they were not allowed to g0 out
of camp to work. It was rumored Kibeis will be deported to Japan
along with the alien Japanese nationals. One by one our fears
increased and I lost faith and hope ih the future. The insecure-
ness in my daily living was planting/more and more fear in me.

Tt /
IXﬁevistered for the draft at Lodi, /California, about October, 1940,
and had 2-A classification; then abbut July or August, 19423 T
B e WL
There was a lot of agitation in camp against these questions and
the rumors were full of all kinds /of troubtesome things that beset
my mind as to what,gzuld happen in the futurd, I was worried about

te

rreceiﬁfd a _4=C, alien enemy classiffication.

W

what would occur I was sent to Japan and\also what would happen
to my younger sis and brother [living Eb??@-ﬁ;?he talk was that
all the Kibei would be deported;e’f”Wéﬁ”éfféiflof“tHé“grhup in camp T
that was pretty strong-minded against these qu¥stions and I did not /ity
want to get into trouble with thém. Also I was very worried about /1]
the conditions outside of camp,and the possibility of being sent aff Lpett
oytside,, taking sog;;ny risks ay j? safety and livelihood. 4
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8(B) \
When the organization was first formed it was said to cultivate

mutual friendship, and there beemed to be objection to this kind

of group. I did not give mugh thought to it and it was only at a
later date that the group wag filled with trouble makers and agitators.

1 believe it was relatively/late when I had my name listed in the
membership although I do ngt recall the date. Mr. M. Sasaki, Issei,
and Mr. Keiji Obata, Isseij said that as I was a Kibei-Nisei and st
eXpeetine bo be sent to Japan, I should be a member and the way they
talked, 1t was, a= er of avoiding trouble upon arrival in Japan.,

(2aces XZ&W & Dbe, o . ety o
When I first becamd a member,  activities’ were just as what I was
originally told but as time passed on, whether the mob control or :
the management of the prganization, the organization had the w»
tendency to be powerful. Unpleasant occurrences took place one after ‘ﬁﬁ
another. I didn't like all this at all but was helplessly a member oA
until December 28, 1944; on the train enroute to Santa Fe Intern- il
ment Camp where we were transferring, I placed my resignation to the !?TQ
president of the organization, MNr, Uchida, and he accepted. T

y

8(C): ,;{

I was on the staff of #7 Ward Cultural Division. I became contact /

f.“*u;,

v f
et ol ‘

s

3 . 3 A (
man and made announcements of gatherings and I was appointed to this ' A

post at the morning exercise about October, 1944, and I believe it /.»ﬁ,
was Mr. Yoshinaga and Mr. Ishigaki who notified me. I went to '%?y

Ty

Al




Hiroshi Koizumi

8(C) continued:

exercises for a very short time and went to several of the lectures;
attended meetings in Block 72 about once a month.

8(E):

It was a fact that I had found after my joining the organization
that majority of the members classified as "Kibei" had not acquired
%/complete high-school education. It so happened that I was one

f the few to have completed high school ( commerical) in Japan in
the block where I lived; therefore, for that very simple reason I
was forced to become our block's representative to be on the staff
of Cultural Division of Ward #7. This is how I earned my position
and title, and the chief duties assigned to me were making con-
tacts. I constantly refused throughout the length of the time I was
a member from the time I became Cultural Div. staff member to the
position of Div. head but every time I made a strong refusal, other
fellow members would violently criticize me of being very uncoopera-
tive. There was no other way out for me but be agreeable with
other officers. I never took much interest in the work that was
going on for I had never cared to even become a member.

8(F):

In the camp there was a wide variety of sayings about that organiza-
tion, and I, for one joined it without correct understanding on

my part. At that time, everyone was considered very un-cooperative
unless one became a member of the organization; hence, I joined. I
was disappointed with this organization which was founded in the
camp, the countless unpleasant rumors and incidents and .1 had asked
to be dismissed from the organization, but as I have mentioned many
times previously, everyone went against me and in order to keep
peace, I was not able to materialize my hopes of ever getting away.
I said that I wanted to drop membership to Mr. Yoshinaga and Mr.
Ishigaki but I could not quit and they called me a coward. I became
afraid of a gang reaction against me. Also.they and Mr. Inouye
talked about getting into trouble in Japan if I tried to drop out.

I heard rumors of a beating in Ward 3 and it was such reports, be-
sides the other disturbing incidents in camp and propaganda that
made me feel I had to cooperate some way.

I understood later that my application for renunciation of my U.S.
citizenship was done earlier than some of the others, but: I didn't
know of this at all. 1 myself accepted the various rumors quietly
and I believe it would be best for me to renounce my U.S5. citizen-
ship. However, it may be, as a family man I could not bear nor

x

-

7

B

y

e

7

<
e S
s &~ ‘;

o
/7%

5 S
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My life in Tule Lake was much more disturbing than it was in the

other camps I had been before I was transferred. I constantly
feared Ounco*scwou°ly the undergrnuna power of some orrandzaficn
members. Just who these people were, I never found out. At that
time even a small change in the way of deily life, a different
attitude toward the organization or the slight uncooperativeness
toward it would start from nowhere the talk about you not going
the way with the rest. Next everyone pointed you out and embarass
you. Jﬂmoflmhg an alien Japanese criticized you as the "White ‘1g
All this unpleasantness was brought to a big climax by the Hitomi
murder case. Thus renunciation became the daily topic, and I
thought my renuncia Lp would gpare me of being criticized and
\ laughed at in paollg’/%WU ﬁ%ﬁf&gﬁfso spare me from staying on
\indefinitely in this’ dreadfu; camp. The fact was that the word
"uncooperative" was enough to swell the

In the #71 block where I resided, Mr. Sasaki was the block manager.

He was pro-Japan fellow and gentle mannered; whatever he had to say

as block manager was quite logical; therefore, in all that mix-up,
everyone looked up to him as a man of sane thoughts and ideas.
Ntturdlly everyone has their trust in him too. As the days went by
Mr. Sasaki mentioned something about all of us being very foolish
with the U.S. citizenship when we had to lead sach barbarious life, .
and it would be to our benefit in the future without 1t ~—TNow L know,

I wasn't at all like myself in normal times to even thintk what he

said was proper.

It sounded so logical at time as he talked and persuaded me to go

ahead with the grenunciatiog He told me I would be met with prgw
judiced eyesﬂ%éi} WaHL Yto Japan bolng an American citizen as I

had a Japan-born sister ‘and brother. Mr. Sasaki went on and on
explaining about many things which I have forgotten what they were

now. My trust in him was a big influence on me just as it was bad.
Looking back calmly on this matter, I cannot but realize what a big
stupid fool I had been then. I, being so filled with all types of

fears and hurt, was unable to see things as they actually were.

Mr. Sasaki's persuasion and his talks were very epr“al*ng to me

uelnﬁ a Kibei I feared deportation and @® I was afraid how +hcjwM”
nnomlc there might react if I hadn't renounced my citizenship & £ 27
It is very difficult to make myself believe now why I was not qﬂs'”4;ﬁ;;
enough to catch myself in time before I was led into renounc g b
citizenship but when I try to recall the circumstances of our camp ‘
life it was so abnormal that I could not think for myself but my g
mind was beset with worry and fears for the future.




Hiroshi Koizumi

Besides all the other things I heard, I was worried about family
separation; Mr. Obata, Issei in Block 72, and Mr. Sasaki, TIsseil

in Block 71 said that if I did not ahead with the forms, I would

be separated from my family. They also talked about getting into
trouble in Japan upon being sent there. Mr. Hagio, Issei, and

many of the other men grouped in our block also talked strongly

in favor of renouncing for one reason or another. At one time
while I was in Tule I was called an "inu" and I believe this was

at the time I was talking with a Caucasian near the post office;

I don't know who started it but this name-calling kept up for about
three months. There was also the continual circulation of rumors
about conditions outside of camp, about the many cases of mistreat-
ment for persons of our race, how we would never be accepted by the
public to live normal lives again, how Kibei-Nisei were unwanted in
this country. I felt the necessity of renouncing my citizenship
more and more until I finally complied with the instructions I
received from Mr. Obata and Mr. Sasaki as to how to write out the
form.

9(B):

I was constantly aware of being a deportable person and to me, X
wanted to forget Tule Lake where there was nothing but my feeling

of insecurity in the camp life with no future; there was the con~
tinual line of rumors, propaganda and disturbing events, Now that

I was told that applying for repatriation and renouncing my citizen-
ship was the best method to relieve me of my fears and worries, 1
had but no choice to say I was loyal to Japan when I thought of
returning or rather was deported to Japan. The chaotic atmosphere
and my restless and uneasy mind together with the insecure feeling
of the likelihood of deportation all led to the possibility of my-
self making such statements as I did at the hearing. Before 1 went
to the hearing Mr. Obata and Mr. Sasaki talked to me about statements
to be made and I tried to follow their line 'as well as the talk of
others I heard so that my renunciation would be approved., /I believe
a question came up about military matters and I do not remember how

- .

the first part went but I believe /B2y that I hoped Japan would
win the war, and I did sg because A Brummed in my head that A %eex
slas was necessary tq%vwa&—{a&%—mwcme statement that
would indicate I wanted to go to Japan and that I wanted to have my
renunci ation approved. During the time I was in camp I heard about

a blacklist for persons who did not cooperate, who might not go ghead_. .-
with repatriation request or renunciation and I had uneasinqg§§1hhmy”‘””
mind when I thought of being deported and being reporte §0 that what

I might have done or said in camp would be known and I would be

punished upon arrival in Japan. During anytime while I was in camp

when I was questioned, I was always afraid of the consequences and

did not know just what the questions meant; that is, just what they

were after, but I just tried to get through with the hearing in a way
that would get my renunciation approved, in the way I heard about in
camp before the hearing, and in my mind was my thinking that I could

get protected this way, as 1 was not acceptable in this country any-
way. I was afraid that if I did not geét approval I would have a hard
time ex myself in capp and some, hargh reaction wo
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up against me from some of the gangs that were agitating flxmamx
for renunciation and threatening everybody. In the meantime
}

the rumors and propaganda gnd aotivitieg/of gangs grew worse

and worse and the agitation for renunciation was very threateing
and many violent fights and =rguments took place all over the
Qenter because the WRA 2nnounced it was going to close the
centers. Everybody got scared bec use it meant citizens who
didnst renounce could be forced out of the ‘enter without

homes or me=ns of earning a livelihood while the war wmamzm
was going on and the hostility of the public against Yapanese
was very intense and that relocatirg under such circumstances
was too risky and dangerous. The rumors and agitation were to
the effect that Issel mmpamxmam who were to be repatriated
were alien enemies and would be held in camp for removal to
“apan and that only the Kibei and Nisei would renounced citizensh
and got classed msmahkem formally classed as alien enemies
would be allowed to stay in camp as alien enemies for the
duration of the war unless the Government deported them to

“apan before the war was won but that it was the only way to
guarantge families of the right to stay in the Center and avoid
forced relocation to some new outside community where discrimina-
tion and hostility would be waiting for us. Also it was said

constantly that husbands and wives must both renounce of else

hxmxmpekn  be separated and that renunci'tiiy was negcesgary to

Ll tree ity [ Y
v e it n

keep families together in camp.

ormed_that. the=only Stre
way of not being forced by the WRA to leave the camp without
homes and in a penniless condition to risk ousselves outside
was by bedngc renouncing to get classed as enemy aldééns so

the Attorney “eneral would keep us in camp unless and until




wewere deported to Japan. I was mfmahomofimkeimgnidennrhedx
pretty well convinced that I'd be deported to “apan for being

a Kibel and also I was afraid of reprisal on me and my family

PR a3 ) . T .
in Japan if I didn t renounce and also afr-id of the gang

. £ P : : = 5
element in camp if I didn t. At the same time I was fezrful of
of camp
being sent out/with my wife and baby son during the wartime
wimhm to some new place withour assets am or friends to 1p
us out and I was fearful of discrimination and the hostility
i ) 1 : b y 2 R

of the public so I didn t dare risk being relocasted if the

- " . b
Government allowed me to or forced me to go outside. I didn t

wish to be separated from my wife and son either. It was fear

»1l1l these things that compelled me to renounce my citizenship.




/2

9(C) “ee answers to questions 9(A) and 9(B). There wasn't any
e 2

change in the conditions in camp during this time except

the agitation and fears got to be more intense and I was

panicky than ever before. 1t was stidl my fear of deportation

to Yapan and reprisal there if I didnit renounce my citizenship,

fear of attack from some lawless gang members if I didn't, fear

of the possibility of forced reloc:tion without me=ns and without

funds or friends to rely on and risking discrimination and

hostility to my wife, child and myself and also fear of separation

from my wife and child.

When I was interviewed on April 4, 1945, in the camp at
@amﬁmXﬁamimamxmamxdxmthmKMEmmm
fanta Fe by the Immigration Officer I answefed that nX@|Em
thonyacinx iz st jm rmam ot mbon prescm o 3 axm o Y >k o b swsanxan
my renunciation had been voluntzry 2nd that no coercion was
exerted upon me to renounce and that I was loyal to Yapan alt ough
each of those statements was positively untrue. I madsmkhsssmx
ARBWEXEXM gave uéose answers to questions beczuse I then believed

my situation was absolutely hopeless for me. I was hmmEmn

1

separated from my wife and bad®y son who were in the Tule .ake
“enter. I had renounced my citizenship and had been sent to
Santa Fe and bemmm become designated as an alien enemy and
by e 10 Xl i X neh fe yeztm an donex pem s s X rvoer b mise szl dhsn
taboe xmx wmt ib ¢ amaxem em o ead i st prs iy b e h faxm

believed from all that I had heard that I would be deported to
Jdapan and\that I would never see my wife and baby son again
except wgbﬁ Ehey and I were all repatriated to Japan. I was
led to beléeve by what I heard in camp mmmi that my/deportation
was inevitable and that I better not have anything in my

record showing any loyalty to the U.S. when I arrived in Japan




because if it did I was sure to be punished severely in Yapan
either by being put into a concentration camp or into a prison
if not treated even worse.and that it would mamsEXMYMFOERZBXMM
cause my wife and mkinkix son trouble too and also could cause

trouble for my younger sister and brother who were in Japan.

I didn t dare expose thet I had been coerced into renouncing

my citizenship or to name persons who had exerted pressure on
to renounce and get any of them in trouble for I would then
in trouble with the persons right in t e “anta Fe camp who
V repatriating and who would have seen mhmkmImzmxe xtnmmbmxmm
mfinImkmimdoraxsemandmthat I was branded a dog and crme to harm
there and also be reported to the Japanese government for having
caused them trouble. The situation in mxmpmumsm jmsmxm

the “anta Fe camp was just as desperate a one as Tule Lake

had been if not mamsexmx more So.




Hiroshi Koizumi

9}6);“
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oeg/anqwe,s’tﬂ questpons 9 LAp-eg @ 9 (B}rTh ere wa ndig% pEeT
" my sittugtion ove? tifls-peTiod tg he hea réaerT e ﬁf ‘i?;w
ey - Y A
gzﬂ f%irld th

When t e Was adr interview/on Apgpdl L4, 1945 at there was
nofcoercion on me to renounce and my renunc1at10n had been voluntary;
tiat my loyalty was to Japan. At this time my renunciation hearing
was through and I-had no idea I could do AAything about my status or
thdt there wowld be any assistance for w§/in any way. I felt very
“uinstable about my famlly'" future; I _#Ust aimlessly said one thing
or angther and I do not recall now,whetner I answered certain ques-
tiong or just made otatementslgyx LA0id not even try to explain my
circumstances in camp because, A difl not know what would”Follow if I
did so. I had reason to bg 1ev9>for a~long time thet IL{was a de-
portable person and the bjeg® of loyalty starbsﬁ 1n,l94, during
the army questions. ad thg feeling at thie” 1ntervwew that I must
go ahead with what Jydd been/started, that m§ statug was losty that I
was like an allfp/and was /Lo be treateq £his way,/and ther€ really
was no point im“saying m fch other th@ﬁ”l did. “~I/had -my~ Younger 51WUor
and brother 4n Japan foy whom I fe&f responsibility.efid I/thought )
that since”I was a Kibgi-Nisei afid had lost my citizenship status /
only place left ioere to go was to Japan. At such tim
becaufe of the long perwed” of abnormal living, it was jhot ud>31ble
for me to think clearly for myself about the future or even éonsider
that it was possible to live the way I had done before e€vacuation.

10(A):

I believed that with having lost my citizenship, and after the long/,
perﬂod of camp life and ev;rytblna I heard, T had no choice but to 4

» repatria to Japan.ga1 did not think I could do
anything about mv status at this Tl * 1 was worried about my
younger sister and brother in Japan an ‘there had been so much
uncertainty and confusion in the recent past that I merely followed
thFPU‘H with repatriation the belief that I really had no other
choice that wonld mean any protection or normal way to live st
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AFFIDAVIT

INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE PREPARATION OF AFFIDAVIT

This affidavit should be specifically addressed to the circumstances of your particular case and should not consist of generalities. When
you are uncertain as to matters related in your affidavit write “‘uncertain”. Where you claim that any action was taken by you as the result of
fear, you should state in each instance, with the greatest possible particularity, what was feared and why. If it is claimed that the fears were
caused by threats from individuals or groups of individuals, the nature of the threats, the names of the individuals making them, if known,
and the time, place and occasion for the making of the threats should be given.

If more space is needed for answers to particular questions, separate sheets of plain white paper shou!ld be used. Each separate sheet so
used should be plainly marked with the number of the question being answered and your name.

1. Name Date of Birth
Hiroshi Keizumi i : July 1, 1919

2. If born prior to December 1, 1924 | (A) Have you ever renounced Japanese Where
nationality?

No

3. If born since December 1, 1924 (A) Was your name ever registered with a Japanese Consulate for the purpose of reserving your Japanese
nationality?

If so, did you thereafter renounce your Japanese When
nationality?

4. State periods of visits to Japan and purpose of each visit:

Date Purpose

To

1937 _'Taken by parents

5. Give details concerning any formal education in Japan:

School | Period of Attendance

To

1029
Hatsukaichi-machi, Elementary Sehool — +052

- \

Hatsukaiehi-maehi, Hiroshima Ken
Matsumote Commercial School, Hiroshima, } 1937

a-
psc?fe su ]xgcts stuiﬁ (attach additional sheet if necessary).

General lower school classes and commercial courses.

6. Have you ever made application for repatriation to Japan?.. ¥@g Marchls’1943;, and your reasons for so
applying: Jan, 22’ 19.)4_5; and
Sept. 27, 1945

See attached sheet

7. (A) Have you ever expressly indicated that you would not swear unqualified Have you ever declined to answer when asked whether you
allegiance to the United States? would swear unqualified allegiance?

L

W

w
Or have you ever given a qualified answer to such question asked at War Relocation Centers?..............ccooeeeeeeeeo.. If so, give your reasons:

(B) If your answer to any of the questions in (A) is affirmative, then did you ever subsequently change your mind and express your willingness
to swear an unqualified allegiance or would you have been willing to do so if an opportunity had been afforded you?........ es If so, state
when you changed your mind and your reasons therefor:

1 would have been willing to do so, Juaf as when I registered for the draft
in 1940, if I had the opportunity, with some assurance about eitizenship
and protection,
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(C) Did you ever indicate that you would not swear unqualified allegiance to the United States either expressNor by refusal to answer, or a quali-
fied answer, knowing that by so doing you would be sent to the WRA Segregation Center at Tule Lake?.....oo-.... If so, give reasons:

8. (A) Answer Period of

Membership

WERE YOU EVER AT ANY TIME A MEMBER OF ANY OF THE FOLLOWING ORGANIZATIONS: Yes

(-]

Black Dragon Society (Kokuryu Kai)

Central Japanese Association (Beikoku Chuo Nipponjin Kai)

Central Japanese Association of Southern California

Dai Nippon Butoku Kai (Military Virtue Society of Japan or Military Art Society of Japan) (Hokubei Kai)
Heimuska Kai, also known as Hokubei Heieki Gimusha Kai Zaibei Nihonjin, Heiyaku Gimusha Kai, and

Zaibei Heimusha Kai (Japanese residing in American Military Conscripts Assoc.) Heimusha Kai

Hinode Kai (Imperial Japanese Reservists)

Hinomaru Kai (Rising Sun Flag Society—a Group of Japanese War Veterans)
Hokubei Zaigo Shoko Dan (North American Reserve Officers Association)
Japanese Association of America (Zaibei Nihonjin Kai)

Japanese Overseas Central Society (Kaigai Dobo Chuo Kai)

Japanese Overseas Convention, Tokyo, Japan, 1940

Japanese Protective Association (Recruiting Organization)
Jikyoku Iin Kai (Current Affairs Association)

R R R R ><>€>¢‘N>42

Kibei Seinen Kai (Association of U. S. Citizens of Japanese Ancestry who have returned to America after
studying in Japan)

Nanka Teikoku Gunyudan (Imperial Military Friends Group or Southern California War Veterans)
Nichibei Kogyo Kaisha (The Great Fujii Theatre)

Northwest Japanese Association

Sakura Kai (Patriotic Society or Cherry Association—composed of Veterans of Russo-Japanese War)
(Cherry Blossom Society)

Shinto Temples
Sokoku Kai (Fatherland Society)

Suiko Sha (Reserve Officers Association Los Angeles)
Hokoku Seinen-Dan

Hokoku Joshi Seinen-Dan
Sokoku Kenkyu Seinen-Dan
Sokuji Kikoku Hoshi-Dan

AR R

(B) Give reasons for becoming a member:

See attached sheet

(C) State nature of your activity and offices you held:

see attached sheet

(D) If you voluntarily discontinued membership in any of the aforementioned organizations, give approximate date and reasons for so doing:

It was while on the train en route to Santa Fe Camp that I gave my
resignation to the president, Mr. Uchida,




Hiroshi Koizumi

6:

Before evacuation I lived in Modesto, California, where I worked

in an orchard. I entered the Stockton Assembly Center in May of
1942 in accordance with the evacuation order. At the beginning

of the herded life for all West Coast Japanese, although living a
fearful and very changed life, people comforted one another with

"we are all on the same boat" and spent peaceful and quiet days

with every faith and hope that freedom was not too far off. 1In
October of the same year, changing residence to the Rohwer Reloca-
tion Center in Arkansas took place. The war now seemed prolonged
but still peaceful living prevailed without the big incidents.

Then in the early part of 1943 the questionnaire about loyalty came
up and the camp atmosphere in Rohwer was like a punctured beehive
with fear. When the matter first came up I had every intention of
swearing my loyalty to the United States and as a citizen I had
faithfully registered for military service earlier at lLodi, Califor-
nia, in 1940, and never had a criminal record. Then the threaten-
ing rumors started going around in camp, about how alien enemies,
Japanese, and also Kibei were to be deported to Japan regardless of
how they answered the questions. At first many of us tried to laugh
it off thinking there couldn't be much truth to deporting U.S.
citizens. But as the days followed, this deportation rumor expanded
and soon it became a strong threat that Issei and Kibei would be
deported and that the Japanese Government would easily obtain the
roster of all Japanese people in the relocation camp, whether alien
or American citizen, through the aid of a neutal country and if
Japan found out that they had not made the "Application for Repatri-
ation”, their families and relatives remaining or living in Japan
would be persecuted by the police and the military police of Japan,
and that when we arrived in Japan as deportees we would be persecuted
by the Japanese authorities if we hadn't applied to repatriate. Then
at that time, I had the parentless younger sister and brother in
Japan and [ myself felt the great fear for when I lived in Japan,

I had heard of the dreadful pressure that was placed by the police
department and the military police. Finally, I broke down and began
to think the best way for me was to sacrifice myself and apply for
repatriation too. There were rumors afloat in Rohwer that Kibeil
would not be allowed to leave the Center. There was an article 1
read in the newspaper that Kibel would gog be allowed to leave the
Centers. Next, however, there were/?ﬂﬁ Fe8¥¥hat Kibei might sometime
be forced to leave the Center and be relocated and then I heard from
many persons that signing for repatriation would be a guarantee that
I'd be allowed to stay in the Center and would not be asked during
the war to face discrimination and possible violence in some area
outside of General DeWitt's military area. Not wanting to leave the
Center without funds and without a safe place to live and being
afraid that there was the danger of violence to me outside on account
of my ancestry and feeling that I might be deported to Japan and be
in for trouble if I hadn't applied to repatriate and that my sister
and brother would be mistreated too, I signed for repatriation in
Rohwer on March 16, 1943, to be able to stay in the Center and also
to protect myself in case I got deported.

At the Tule Lake Center I signed another repatriation form on
January 22, 1945. This was during the period of the renunciation
hearings when everybody was in fear of events and activities and
rumors in camp. There was a lot of agitation going on at the time
worried me. That Tule Lake Center, unlike the Stockton Assembly
Center and the Kohwer Relocation Center, was a Center where much
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6 continuned:

more severe and serious rumors and activity went on and which I had
never experienced before arose. Mr. Obata, Issei, and other men
talked about deportation for Kibei-Nisei and said it was necessary
for me to sign for repatriation or I get in trouble in Jg[”ﬂ when 1
was deported and also that if I didn't I could be forced to leave
the Center for relocation outside of General DeWitt's ﬂllitary area
and face discrimination and violence from Caucasians whe hated
Japanese. There were many stories and reports and rumors afloat
about the dangerous conditions outside of the camp for Japanese and
many were the reports I heard about public discrimination and cases
of hostility to persons of my race. I had been married in the
Rohwer Center, Arkansas, on Sept. 3, 1943, and I believed the rumors
and reports that it was necessary for husbands and wives to sign
for repatriation in Tule Lake or else face the pOSSLDlll*V of our
being separated, the one not signing being in danger of being sent
out to relocate. We didn't wish to be separated or to be sent out-
side of the camp during the war without funds and without friends
to face the enmity and discrimination of persons who were hostile
to us. We wanted to stay in the Center and be allowed by the resi-
dents to live in peace. We didn't wish to get deported either

but most of the reports wvre to the effect that Issei and Kibei
might be relocated eventually or else deported, whichever way the
Government decided. ‘“e rumors and agitation were that applications
for repatriation must be repeated; the more often the less risk of
family separation and of being sent outside and of trouble for us
and our families if we were sent to Japan.

The Tule Lake Center was filled with rumors and agitation and
threatening and acts of violence. There waqn’t anybod B Lrn
in and there was oley my. fear of being att s B L ;idn’t
for repatriation again and I believed I was being ¢ and
on. Among the residents in the block where i i
Kiyoke whom I had married in Rohwer or sept.
Masahiro who was born in the Tule L: Center on T"j Qlyy' 1944,
daily conversation was who had app L6 for repatr ¢u“ and who
hadn't and what was going to ppen to us Ln nwﬂc of relocation and
in case of deportation and of in such a Center.
Only by signing for reratriatlod on an. e 4 k) ', could I get any
peace of mind and feel that my wife, baby and ad any protection
at all.
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I was sent to the Alien Internment Camp canta Fe, New Mexico,
with Dan members after I renounced my citiz 1¥ I was separated
from my wife and baby who were in the Tule La Center, Then the
war ended. Being in the midst Issei and Dan leaders and members
who were to be repatriated and who kept up a daily agitation that
the whole group of internees must repatriate, that there was no
chance of our remaining in the United States, that we hadn't been
accepted as citizens and wouldn't be accepted as citizens and that
as we had renounced we were viewed just like alien enemies and that
we would be removed to Japan by order of the Attorney General who
had been authorized to remove us by a Presidential Proclamation and
that there was no other way for us to be reunited in the U.S, with
our family members who were in the Tule Lake Center and that the
only way we would be together with them again would be when we were
shipped to Japan and our family members were also sent to Japan,

I believed that my dcoortUV;ou hab inevitable and that it was only
through repatriation that I stood a chance of being reunited with
my wife and baby. We had lost everything as a result of evacuation
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6 continued:

and I didn't see how we could ever get started again without a

home or assets and believed the rumors in Santa Fe that there was

no chance of my being let out of camp and that I would have to be
repotrxgw d with the group and that only this way would I be with

my wife and baby son again. There were some rumors that we would

be kept a long time in camp and that there was a possibility that
the Government in the remote future might let us go home again but
the majority rumors were that we'd be deported. In those days

the rumors were not just plain rumors but seemed to be authoritative
that we'd be deported ultimately and that only this way would we be
free again and be reunited with our families and these fears filled
me with panic. So I signed for repatriation again on September 27,
quy, at Santa Fe,. 1 do not remember if 1 wrote on that form that

I desired repatriation unconditionally and without qualification

and that I had always been loyal to Japan and intended to remain so
or whether I simply answered "Yes™ to questions like that which were
on the printed form but I signed the form because of my fears of
eventual removal to Japan and because I feared it was the only way
I'd be reunited with my wife and baby son. It seemed tc me that I
had to do it as the only method of escaping from internment and of
being reunited with my fdmlly and of avoiding life as an internee
for an indefinite period of time only to face eventual removal to
Japan and that it was for protection for me and my family. It was
not loyalty to Japan that caused me to sign for repatriation or to
renounce my 'tlzenwhlp. I had to ccme back to the U.S. of my own
free wish and desire in 1937 when I was 18 years of age and was
proud of the U.S, and of being a citizen. I worked hard and never
had a criminal record. 1 registered for the draft in Ledi, California,
in October of 1940 and was willing to serve in the Army if called by
the Draft Board, I was classified 2-4 and expected to be called into
service. However, in July or August of 1942 while I was in the
Stockton Assembly Center I was CL&b ified as an alien enemy, 4-C,

by my Draft Board because of my being of Japanese ancestry and I
thought that this was a rejection of my citizenship just because of
my ances*ry. After having to enter a camp I didn!'t wish to volunteer
for the Army in Rohwer but I would have responded if I had been
drafted. I would have taken the oath of allegiance and would have
served faithfully as a soldier if I had been dr“ited.

7(A):

As an infant of 2 years of age L was taken to Japan by my parents and
was reared there till I graduated from tne Comnmrciai school, Return-
ing back here in U.S. I was classified as "Kibei', After we were

placed in the camp, I had every desire to get outside the camp at the fi:

opportunity I had and go back to the normdl life and work. But,
rumors were very strong that "Kibei" would not be allowed this
privilege even though we had every good intention. So I thoroughly
was disgusted with camp life and w1th all the happenings since the war.,
Feeling very much like an unwanted person, 1 started to fear deporta-

tion.

Just before the war many of my friends joined the army to fight for
their country, but only the fellow Kibels were discharged shortly after
and were not given the equal privilege like the other Nisei. When
Kibeis went into camp, uhey were not allowed to go out of camp to work.
It was rumored Kibeis will be dpported to Japan along with the alien
Japanese nationals. Cne by one our fears increased and I lost faith
and hope in the future. The insecureness in my daily living was
planting more and more fear in me.

st
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T(A) continued:

I had registered for the draft at Lodi, California, about October,
1940, and had 2-A classification; then about July or August, 1942,
I received a 4-C, alien enemy classification.

There was a lot of agitation in camp against these questions and the
rumors were full of all kinds of troublesome things that beset my
mind as to what would happen in the future. I was worried about
what would occur if I was sent to Japan and also what would happen
to my younger sister and brother living there, The newspaper article
stated that Kibel would not be allowed to leave the Centers, The
talk was that all the Kibei would be deported, and that if the
Japanese Government learned that any deportee answered "yes" to
Questions 27 or 28 1t would put us into internment camps or prisons
and I feared this might happen, I was afraid of the group in camp
that was pretty strong-minded against these two questions and I did
not want to get into trouble with them., Also I was very worried
about the conditions outside of camp and the possibility of being
sent outside, taking so many risks about my safety and livelihood,

I would have served in the U.S. Army if I had been drafted but being
in a WRA Camp Jjust because of my ancestry I didn't wish to volunteer
to serve,

8(B):

When the organlzation was first formed it was sald to cultivate

mutual friendship, and there seemed to be no objection to this kind

of group, I did not give much thought to it and it was only at a
later date that the group was filled with trouble-makers and agitators,

I believe it was relatively late when I had my name listed in the
membership although I do not recall the date. Mr. M. Sasaki, Issei,
and Mr, Keijli Obata, Issei, sald that as I was a Kibeli-Nisel and
would be sent to Japan, I should be a member and the way they talked,
it was necessary to become a member as a way of avolding trouble upon
arrival in Japan,

When I first became a member, activities were just as what I was
originally told but as time passed on, whether the mob control or

the management of the organization, the organization had the tendency
to be powerful, Unpleasant occurrences took place one after another,
I didn't like all this at all but was helplessly a member until
December 28, 1944; on the train enroute to Santa Fe Internment Camp
where we were transferring, I placed my resignation tc the president
of the organization, Mr., Uchida, and he accepted,

8(C):

I was on the staff of #7 Ward Cultural Division. I became contact
man and made announcements of gatherings and I was appointed to this
post at the morning exercise about October, 1944, and I believe it
was Mr, Yoshinaga and Mr., Ishigakl who notified me. I went to
exercises for a very short time and went to several of the lectures;
attended meetings in Block 72 about once a month.

8(E):

It was a fact that I had found after my joining the organization that
majority of the members classified as "Kibei" had not acquired a
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8(E) continued:

complete high-school education. It so happened that I was one of
the few to have completed high school (commercial ) in Japan in the
block where I lived; therefore, for that very simple reason I was
forced to become our block's representative to be on the staff of
Cultural Division of Ward #7, This 1is how I earned my position

and title, and the chief duties assigned to me were making contacts,
I constantly refused throughout the length of the time I was a
member from the time I became Cultural Div, staff member to the
position of Div, head but every time I made a strong refusal, other
fellow members would violently criticize me of being very uncoopera-
tive, There was no other way out for me but be agreeable with other
officers. I never took much interest in the work that was going on
for I had never cared to even become a member,

8(F):

In the camp there was a wide variety of sayings about that organiza-
tion, and I, for one joined it without correct understanding on my
part, At that time, everyone was considered very un-cooperative
unless one became a member of the organization; hence, I joined, I
was disappointed with this organization which was founded in the
camp, the countless unpleasant rumors and incldents and I had asked
to be dismissed from the organization, but as I have mentioned many
times previously, everyone went against me and in order to keep
peace, I was not able to materialize my hopes of ever getting away,
I said that I wanted to drop membership to Mr, Yoshinaga and Mr,
Ishigaki but I could not quit and they called me a coward., I became
araid of a gang reaction against me. Also they and Mr. Inouye
talked about getting into trouble in Japan 1f I tried to drop out.

I heard rumors of a beating in Ward 3 and it was such reports, be-
sides the other disturbing incidents in camp and propaganda that
made me feel I had to cooperate some way,

9(A):

I understood later that my application for renunciation of my U.S.
citizenship was done earlier than some of the others, but I didn't
know of this at all, I myself accepted the various rumors quietly
and I believedit would be best for me to renounce my U.S. citizenship.
However, it may be, as a family man I could not bear nor tolerate any
longer the frightful daily living in Tule Lake where nothing but
fights, arguments and even at times violence were occurring all the
time. While I did not like at all the watchful attitudes of each
individual as to what someone else would do next, the renunciation

of citizenship seemed to me like the only method for me to live in
peace in that Center and to protect my wife, baby and myself in case
the government deported me to Japan., I thought lots of other people
had already taken steps for the application for renunciation. I recall
Mr. Sasakl, our block manager at the time, mentioning about others'
applications. Even now it's almost unbelievable that my application
was about the earliest, If it is so, I am confident everyone was
doing the same thing and then too perhaps I was accepting all rumors
too readily but I was in a terrible predicament and panicky, fearing
that being a Kibei I'd ultimately be deported to Japan and would be
put into an internment camp or prison in Japan 1f I didn't renounce.
There was constant talk in camp that this would occur, If I had neot
been evacuated into the camp, I probably would have continued to work
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9(A) continued:

diligently at the orchard farm which I loved. The camp life of
1944 (Tule Lake) was nothing but a life of fights and arguments,
rumors, and disturbances., It was a life that was beyond the
imagination in the normal society. In order to get away from all
this terrible mix-up, it was said that renunciation of the U,S.
citizenship and applying for repatriation was the best and enly safe
method of protecting ourselves and our families from harm in camp
and from serious trouble if we were sent to Japan., I realized the
importance of peaceful family 1life as I had never experienced before.
So in order to get away from every unpleasant doings and violence
in and about our camp home, I had to apply for forms upon whigh to
renounce my c¢itizenship. About this time, I had such confused mind,
it only appeared correct and right that I do this,

My 1life in Tule Lake was much more disturbing than 1t was in the
other camps I had been before I was transferred., I constantly
feared subconscicusly the underground power of some organization
members. Just who these people were, I never found out., At that
time even a small change in the way of dally life, a different
attitude toward the organizatiocn or the slight uncooperativeness
toward 1t would start from nowhere the talk about you not goling all
the way with the rest, Next everyone pointed you out and embarréssed
you, Sometimes an alien Japanese criticlzed you as the "White Jap"
or younger men would call me an "inu", All this unpleasantness was
brought to a blg climax by the Hitoml murder case, Thus renunciation
became the daily topic, and I thought my renunciation would spare

me of being criticized and laughed at in public and from gang harm
and would also spare me from staying on indefinitely in this dread-
ful camp. The fact was that the word "uncooperative" was enough to
swell the growth of fear within anyone.

In the #71 block where I resided, Mr., Sasaki was the block manager.
He was pro~Japan fellow and gentle mannered; whatever he had to say
as block manager was quite logical; therefore, in all that mixup,
everyone looked up to him as a man of sane thoughts and ldeas.
Naturally everyone has thelr trust in him too. As the d2ys went by

Mr. Sasakl mentioned something about all of us bein% very foolish
with the U.S. citizenship when we had to lead such barbarious life,

and it would be to our benefit in the future without it as Kibei,
along with Issel, would be deported to Japan. Now I know, I wasn't
at all like myself in normal times to even think what he sald was
proper.

It sounded so logical at time as he talked and persuaded me to go
ahead with the renunciation. He told me I would be met with
prejudiced eyes when I was deported to Japan being an American
citizen as I had a Japan-born sister and brother., Mr, Sasaki went
on and on explaining about many things which I have forgotten what
they were now., My trust in him was a big influence on me just as

it was bad. Looking back calmly on this matter, I cannot but realize
what a big stupid fool I had been then, I, being so filled wlth all
types of fears and hurt, was unable to see things as they actually
were. Mr, Sasaki's persuasion and his talks were very appealing to
me, Being a Kibel I feared deportation and I was afrald how the
Japanese people there might react if I hadn't renounced my citizen-
ship and feared being put in an internment camp or prison in Japan.,
It 1s very difficult to make myself believe now why I was not sane
enough to catch myself in time before I was led into renouncing
citizenship but when I try to recall the circumstances of our camp
life it was so abnormal that I could not think for myself but my
mind was beset with worry and fears for the future,
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9(A) continued:

Besides all the other things I heard, I was worried about family

. 8eparation; Mr. Obata, Issei in Block 72, and Mr, Sasaki, Issei,

in Block 71 said that if I did not g0 ahead with the forms,

I would be separated from my family. They also talked about getting
into trouble in Japan upon being sent there. MNr, Hagio, Issel, and
many of the other men grouped in our block alse talked strongly

in favor of renouncing for one reason or another. At one time

while T was in Tule I was called an "inu" and I believe this was

at the time I was talking with a Caucasian near the post office;

I don't know who started it but this name=-calling kept up for about
three months. There was also the continual eirculation of rumors

about conditions outside of camp, about the many cases of mistreat-

ment for persons of our race, how we would never be accepted by the

public to live normal lives again, how Kibei-Nisei were unwanted in
this country. I felt the necessity of renouncing my citizenship

more and more until I finally complied with the instructions I

geceived from Mr, Obata and Mr. Sasaki as to how to write out the
Opml

9(B):

I was constantly aware of being a deportable person and to me, I
wanted to forget Tule Lake where there was nothing but my feeling

of insecurlity in the camp life with no future; there was the con-
tinual line of rumors, propaganda and disturbing events. Now that

I was told that applying for repatriation and renouncing my citizen-
ship was the best method to relieve me of my fears and worriles, I

had no cholce but to say I was loyal to Japan when I thought of
returning or rather was deported to Japan., The chaotic atmosphere
and my restless and uneasy mind together with the insecure feeling

of the likelihood of deportation all led to the possibility of my-
self making such statements ags I did at the hearing. Before I went
to the hearing Mr, Obata and Mr. Sasakl talked to me about statements
to be made and I tried to follow their line as well as the talk of
others I heard so that my renunclation would be approved. I believe
a question came up about military matters and I do not remember how
the first part went but I believe I did say that I hoped Japan would
win the war, and I did so because 1t had been drummed in my head

that 1t was necessary to say this as a statement that would indicate
I wanted to go to Japan and that I wanted to have my renunciation
approved., During the time I was in camp I heard about a blacklist
for persons who did not cooperate, wheo might not go ahead with re-
patriation request or renunciation and I had uneasiness and fear in
my mind when I thought of belng deported and being reported to the
Japanese government so that what I might have done or said 1n camp
would be known and I would be punished upon arrival in Japan., During
anytime while I was in camp when I was questioned, I was always
afraid of the consequences and I did not know just what the questions
meant; that is, Just what they were after, but I Just tried to get
through with the hearing in a way that would get my renunciation
approved, in the way I heard about in camp before the hearing, and
in my mind was my thinking that I could get protected this way, as

I was not acceptable in this country anyway., 1 was afrald that if

I did not get approval I would have a hard time explaining myself

in camp and some harsh reaction would come up against me from some

of the gangs that were agitating for renunciation and threatening
everybody. In the meantime the rumors and propaganda and activities
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g(B) continued:

of gangs grew worse and worse and the agitation for renunciation was
very threatening and many violent fights and arguments took place
all over the Center because the WRA announced it was going to close
the centers, Everybody got scared because 1t meant citizens who
didn't renounce could be forced out of the Center wifhout homes or
means of earning a livelihood while the war was going on and the
hostility of the public against Japanese was very intense and that
relocating under such circumstances was too risky and dangerous.

The rumors and agitation were to the effect that Issei who were to
be repatriated were alien enemies and would be held in camp for
removal to Japan and that only the Kibel and Nisel wio had renounced
citizenship and got classed formally as alien enemies would be
allowed to stay in camp as alien enemies for the duration of the war
unless the Government deported them to Japan before the war was

won but that it was the only way to guarantee famllies of the right
to stay in the Center and avoid forced relocation te some new out-
side community where discrimination and hostility would be waiting
for us., Also it was sald constantly that husbands and wives must
both renounce or else be separated and that renunciation was neces-
sary to keep families together in camp. We were informed that the
only sure way of not being forced by the WRA to leave the camp with-
out homes and in a penniless condition to risk ourselves outside

was by renouncing to get classed as enemy aliens so the Attorney
General would keep us in camp unless and until we were deported to
Japan, I was pretty well convinced that I'd be deported to Japan
for being a Kibei and also I was afraild of reprisal on me and my
family in Japan if I didn't renounce and also afraid of the gang
element in camp if I didn't. At the same time I was fearful of
being sent out of camp with my wife and baby son during the wartime
to some new place without assets or friends to help us out and I was
fearful of discrimination and the hostility of the public so I didn't
dare risk being relocated 1f the Government allowed me to or forced
me to go outside. I didn't wish to be separated from my wife and son
either, It was fear of all these things that compelled me to re-
nounce my citizenship.

9(c):

See answers to questions 9A) and 9(B). There wasn't any change in
the conditions in camp during this time except that the agitation
and fears got to be more intense and I was more panicky than ever
before. It was still my fear of deportation te Japan and reprisal
there if I didn't renounce my citigenship, fear of attack from some
lawless gang members if I didn't, fear of the possibility of forced
relocation without means and without funds or friends fo rely on
and risking discrimination and hostility to my wife, child and my-
self and also fear of separation from my wife and child.

When I was interviewed on April 4, 1945, in the camp at Santa Fe

by the Immigration Officer I answered that my renunciation had been
voluntary and that no coercion was exerted upon me to renounce and
that I was loyal to Japan although each of those statements was
positively untrue, I gave those answers to questlons because I then
believed my situation was absolutely hopeless for me. I was separ-
ated from my wife and baby son who were in the Tule Lake Center.

I had renounced my citizenship and had been sent to Santa Fe and
become designated as an alien enemy and bellieved from all that I had
heard that I would be deported to Japan and that I would never see
my wife and baby son agaln except if they and I were all repatriated
to Japan., I was led to believe by what I heard in camp that my
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9(C) continued:

deportation was inevitable and that I better not have anything in
my record showing any loyalty to the U.S. when I arrived in Japan
because if 1t did I was sure to be punished severely in Japan
either by being put into a concentration camp or into a prison b 1%
not treated even worse and that it would cause my wife and son
trouble too and also could cause trouble for my younger sister and
brother who were in Japan. I didn't dare expose that I had been
coerced into renouncing my citizenship or to name persons who had
exerted pressure on me to renounce and get any of them in trouble
for I would then be in trouble with the persons right in the Santa
Fe camp who were repatriating and who would have seen that I was
branded a dog and came to harm there and also be reported to the
Japanese government for having caused them trouble. The situation
in the Santa Fe camp was just as desperate a one as Tule Lake had
been if not more so.

10(A)s

I believed that with having lost my citizenship, and after the long
period of camp life and everything I heard, I had no choice but to
be repatriated to Japan., News came to us 1n the Santa Fe Camp that
the Attorney General had been authorized by the President to send
alien enemles to Japan and the reslidents in camp said it was now
only a question of a short time before we were deported, I did not
think I could do anything about my status at this time., I was
worried about my younger sister and brother in Japan and there had
been so much uncertainty and confusion in the recent past that I
merely followed through with repatriation in the belief that I
really had no other choice that would mean any protection or normal
way to live and that only by belng sent to Japan would I ever be
reunited with my wife and my 2 year 0ld baby son who were in the
Tule Lake Center but would repatriate from there,
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(E) If you claim that your membership in any of the aforementioned organizations, your activities therein, or your acceptance of an office was
due to misunderstanding of the purpose or nature of the organization, explain fully:

See attached sheet

(F) If you at any time wished to discontinue membership, activity, or office and were prevented from so doing, explain fully:

See attached sheet

9. (A) When did you decide to apply for forms upon which to renocunce your United States citizenship?
Give reasons for so doing: Uncertain

See attached sheet

(B) If reasons given in answer to preceding question differ from reasons given to officer who held renunciation hearing, give your explanation
for difference:

See attached sheet

(C) If you claim that your renunciation was caused by fear, you should explain fully why such fear extended from the time of the application for
renunciation papers until the date of actual renunciation:

See attached sheet

(D) If the fear did not extend from the date of application to the date of approval by the Attorney General, you should state whether you made
any effort to withdraw your application, and if not, explain fully:

(E) If, after approval, you requested the Attorney General to withdraw his approval of your renunciation or to cancel your renunciation, give the
reasons for the delay in making such request:
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(F) If there are any other facts which influenced your action in renouncing your United States citizenship, state fully below or on a separate sheet
if necessary.

10. (A) If you now are in Japan, give your reasons for having returned to Japan.

See attached sheet

(B) If you are in Japan, have you since you returned to Japan taken any action to resume or acquire Japanese citizenship?...NQ

: I have worked for the U,S8. Army &¥ =« <=™
Invdpprgcerat REME " 181 4BoUL'S months in 1946, My wife, Kiyoko Koizumi's

cltizenship has been restored and she is in FREAgueiphia—Fa,, and we are
hoping and anxious to be reunited in the U.,8, °7 A9Y's, Mo,

11. (A) If you have served or are serving in the military or naval forces of the United States fill in the following:

I enlisted (or was drafted) on in the. ; my Serial number is
State the date State the Branch of Service

I still am in such service ; I was released from active duty on and received my Discharge
Answer Yes or No

on

(B) If at any time while in a war relocation center or since then you volunteered for military or naval service but your offer of service was rejected
state the time when and the place where you volunteered.

(C) State why your offer of such service was rejected, if the reason was made known to you.

(D) If you were rejected for military or naval service by your Local Draft Board since your release from a war relocation center state the reason
for the rejection if known to you.

12. If any member of your family has served or is serving in the military or naval forces of the United States state the relationship of such person
to you, the name of such person, the branch of service and serial number of such person:

Brother-in-law Hal Hatteri
Brother-in-law Teddy Hattori

Relationship

U.Se Army

Branch of Service Serial Number

JAPAN

PREFECTURE OF HYOGO ;
CITY OF KOBE /s/ Hiroshi Koizumi
CONSULATE GENERAL OF THE

AT QMAMDG AT AMITIOT A A
UNLTILUD OlRnlig Ul AL UT)

(Signature in full of applicant)

; S 50
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 1927

’

Seal: Consulate General of the
Ui SR, /s/ Howard B. Croptinger
Kobe~Osaka, Japan Vice Consul of the United
States of America
Tariff No. 58(a)
Pee Paids Nil

This affidavit may be executed before any person authorized to administer oaths.




" #6 As an American citizen, I worked in the orchars even after the outbreak of the war,
Prior to the war, I had never committed any type of crime and I have responded cheerfully
to the call of the Draft Board to express the deep loyalty I felt for my country. I led
a peaceful and quiet life., The war broke out and as time elapsedy, I started to lose my
rights entitled to other U, S. citizens of foreign parentage as long as they were not of
Japanese descent, Finally I faced evacuation and life in the camps without freedom. I
became very disgusted with the life I was forced to lead, in the camp. Also, at that time,
I had already lost both of my parents, and I was responsible for the welfare of my young
sister and brother living in Japan. They sought my guidance and I, getting disgusted with
the camp life more and more, thought for the first time about whether to go to Japan or not.

#7 As an infant I was taken to Japan by my parents and was reared there till I graduated
from the commercial high school, Returning back here in U, S., I was classified as "Kibei”,
After we were placed in the camp, I had every desire to get outside the camp at the first
opportunity I had and go back to the normal life and work, But, rumors were very strong
that "Kibei" would not be allowed this privelige even though we had every good intentions,

I was a "Kibei” but it was not out of my choices So like I mentioned in the Jg/¢

above mentioned #6, I thoroughly was disgusted with camp life and with all the happenings
since the war, I was let down and spent majority of my day with dark gloomy feelings,
Feeling very much like an unwanted person, I started to fear deportation. I was in a big
dage as to what I was supposed to do just because I was reared in Japan and was tagged as
"Kibei®,

#7-B Yes, if I had been given a chance earlier and had not been put in the category
called "Kibei", Just before the warl many of my friends joined the army to fight for their
country, but only the fellow Kibeis were discharged shortly after and were not given the
equal privelege like the other Nisei., When Kibeis went into camp, they were not allowed

to go out of camps to work. It was rmmored Kibeis will be deported to Japan along with

the alien Japanese national, One by one our fear increased and I lost faith and hope in
the future. The insecureness in my daily living was planting more and more fear in me.

#7-C I have it written directly on the form.
#8_3 " ] ] n

#8-C n " " n

#8-D When I first became a member, activities were Just as what I was originallj told but
as time passed on, whether the mon control or the management of the organization, the
organization had the tendency to be powerful., Unmpleasant occurings tookmplace one after
anothers I didn't like all this at all but was helplessly a member until December 28, 19kl
on the train enroute to Santa Fe Internment Camp where we were transferring, I placedf

my resignation to then President of the organizatign, Mr, Uchida, and he accepted,




B -y
.

8

‘Q-E It was a fact that I had found after my joining the organization that majority of the
members classified as "Kibei" had not acquired a complete high-school education.
It so happened that Iwas one of the few to have completed high school (commercial) in
Japan in the blozk where I lived; therefore, for that very simple reason I was forced

to become our hlock's representative to be on the staff of Cultural Division of Ward #7.
Thus is how I earned my position and title, and the chief duties assigned to me were
making contacts. I constantly refused throughout the length of the time I was a
member from the time I became Cultural Div. staff member to the position of Div,
head but everytime I made a strong refusal, other fellow members would violently
criticize me of being very un-cooperative, Thepe was no other way out for me but be
agreeable with other officers, I never took much interest in the work that was going
on for I had never cared to even become a member,

In the camp there was a wide variety of sayings about that organization, and I, for one
Joined it without correct understanding on my part. A% that time, everyone was
considered very un-cooperative unless one became amember of the organization; hence,

I joined, I was disappointed with this organization which was founded in the camp,

the countless unpleasant rumors and incidents and I had asked to be dismissed from

the organization, but as I have mentioned many times previously, everyone went

against me and in order to keep peace, L was not able to materialize my hopes of ever
getting away,

If there never was that war and if I had not been evacuated into the camp, I probably
would have continued to work diligently at the orchard farm which I loved, The camp
life of 19k) (Tule Lake) was nothing but a life of fights and arguments, rumors, and
even murder, It waw a life that was beyond the imagination in the normal society.

In order to get away from all this filthy mix-up, it was said that renunciation of
the U.S. citizenship and applying for repatriation was the best method. About this
time my wife had given birth to our only soh and to me I realized the importance of
peaceful family life as I had never experienced before. So in order to get away from
every unpleasant doings in and about our camp home, I decided to apply for forms upon
which to renounce my citizenship, About this time » I had such confused mind, it only
appeared correct and right that I do this,

I do not remember well what I had said at that times I know I have said anythin
that never occured in my mind before s or something that wasn't quite so=- -
by doing so, I thought I would be able to remounce my citizenship easily. All in
all, my inner fear of insecure feeling, the deep fear I had for the camp atmosphere
and the organization, made me take such actions at the time,

My life in Tule Lake was much more unpleasant than it was in the other camps I had
been before I was transfered, I constantly feared subconsciously the underground power
of some organization members., Just who these people were, I never found out, At

that time, even a small change in the way of daily life, a different attitude toward
the organization or the slight uncooperativeness toward it would start from nowhere
$hd talk about you not going all the way with the reste Next everyone pointed you out
and embarassed you, Sometimes an alien Japaneses would criticize you as the "White
Jap", All this unpleasantness was brought to a big climax by the Hitomi murder case,
Thus renunciation became the daily top topie, and I thought my renunciation would spare
me of being criticized and laughed at in public, and would also spare me from staying
on indefinitely in this dreadful camps The fact was that the word "uncooperative"

was enough to swell the growth of fear within anyone,

In the #71 Block where I resided, Mr, Sasaki was the Block Manager, He was pro-Japan

féllow and gentle mannered.....whatever he had to say as Block Mangger was quite

logical; therefore, in all that mix-up, everyone looked up to him as a man of sane

thoughts a.nd.ideas. Naturally everyone has their trust in him too. As the days went
re 1 ned something about all of us being very foolish with the U.S,

citizenship when we had to lead such barbarous life, and it wuld be to our benefit

in the future without it, Now I know, I wasn't at all like myself in normal times

to even think what he said was proper. It sounded so logical at the time as he talked
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‘and persuaded me to go ahead with the renunciation. He told me I would be met with
prejudiced feyes if I went back to Japan being an American citizen as I had a Japan-born
sister and a brother, Mr, Sakaki went on and on to explain #ff about many things which I
have forgotten what they were nows My trust in him was a big influence on me just as it was
bade Looking back calmly on this matter, I cannot but realize what a big stupid fool I had
been then. I, being so filled with all types of fear and hurt, was unable to see things

as they actually were. Mr. Sasaki's persuasion and his talks were very appeading to me,
Being a Kibei I feared deportation and yet I was afraid how the people there might react if
I hadn't renounced my citizenshipe. It is very difficult to make myself believe now why I
was not sane enough to catch myself in time before I committed the greatest mistake that
concerns my personal life,

10-A The insane life of Thle Lake was too much for me, I never knew what would happen
next moment as we've already seen too many fights, gurder, ®tc. I felt very unstable about
my family's future. No one knew just how long this was going to contimue. I worried sick
about my young sister and brobher in Japan., I was dominated by fear that arises from
uncertainess all around me; therefore, in order to get away I though about going to Japan.
This was my reason and my motive for the action, At first when I placed in the camp, I did
not like the atmosphere and had given it a thought about Aff maybe I should go to Japan,
but as time got longer in the camp, nothing improved and made me decide to take actions
which I have done.







PERSONAL QUEST IONNAIRE ; T Y e
Please read this questlonnaire carefully and then print, type or write
your angwers legibly to the followil'lg'quest lons.,
a, State your £ull name, mﬁé@qﬁiﬁ{‘/ﬁ: /(ﬂ_gza/b//'

be Male? Female? __ __ Malden Name? _

Birth place? _/“Zatic _ ﬁ? Birth date? %4‘(#77

Have you ever renounced Japanese Kationality? When?

Where?

Have you ever Vl“‘.LtC)d Japan? @g When? 42& 4 {_222
m"A
Did you attend school in Japan? wégééz;
How long? 44%&14 What Schools? W
; LA

Period of attendance: » gt e — (922

/ -—/95;: — /93

PRELIMINARY QUEST IONS

Where did you live before evacuat lon? a,“W/

What was your occupation before evacuation?

Who, 1f arnyone, was whgdly or partially dependent upon you for support

at the time you were evacuated? __ 2r ezt R

scpe

Where did your father and mother reside at the time of evacuation?

* Lan = =1}

%wawm

What were their ages at the time of evacuat ion?

Were they allens?

Were your parents beth evacuated also? wocvee. Ngs alther of them in 11l
health while In g WRA Center? ___ Was either of them hospitalized

while in a WRA Center? i 1f so, when and in what Centerf? _

e ey

Wore you or any other membets of your family in 1ll health while in a
WRA Cent er? ~ #. 1f so, atate who wag, and, if hospitaliped, gtat

when, for what poriod of time, and in what Centier%

S, When and whoere were you married? Mﬁé@)jﬂm

What :is the name of your spouse? ___

e - T e e e ey e e )




Is your spouse (wife or husband) U. S. citizen, a renunciant or an

gliens _
What are the names, birthdates and birthplaces of your cé%ﬁdren? e

M ~ . P *m

What members of your family were evacuabted with you? (Wife, husband,

children, father, mother, brothers, sisters, father=-in-law, mother=ine=

law) 4//sz;¢<rt/41-—«www—~ﬂ

e =

State what members of your family (spouse, mother, father, brothers,

sisters, children, father-in-law or mother=-in=law) were in Japan during

the war? /W - 7 M_)ﬁ

Who of ﬁhem,'if any, were U, S. oitizens?,//72&2V37£JZ______

Did any of them serve in the Japanese armed forces?

State what members, if any, of your spouse's family (your father=-in-law,
mother-in-law, sisters-in-law, brothers-in-law, or gtop-children) were in
Japan during the war and whether thry are U. S: cltizens or Japanese

aliens? __

Did you suffer any property losses by reason of your ovacuation?fgzg; Did

you file a claim to recover losses you suffered by reason of your
evacuatioei442142: For what amount did you file your claim? - What
Hmount did you recelve in settlement of your claims? _ Did your
parents suffer any property losses by reason of evacuat ion? _ If so0,

for what amount did they flle claims? What amount dild they

receive in settlement of their claims?

State whether your husband, father or any other member of your family was
interned as an alien enemy after the outbreak of war in an Allen Enemy

Internment Camp, for removal to Japan, and, if so, in what camp? __

g T




When and where were you reunited with such member of your family?

AR = =

. ’ ” . Lo R S AR A4l Y
Did you apply for "short term", "seasonal work", "indefimite leave',
"studgnt's leave" or "relocation" while you were in & WRA Center? 224

ol Lot 24 L ‘az44§;ég£;§£;§§ﬁnégsag2£;;>

When did you make that application?

In what camp were you at that time?

Were you denied leave? __ By whom?

S — p

What reasons were given to you for denying your applicat ion?

where did you go and for what period of time?

What type ©f work did you do?

= o )

Did you experience any discrimination or persecution while on leave?

If-so, state the experience.

A e e e e g e ey e e ey R ks e S )

e S e ST S s N T

To what Center did you return?

State the names of any members of -your family or any of your friends who
went out on leave or relocation and experienced discriminat ion or perse-

cut ion, 2221 2

<

What happeﬁed“to them?

e e T e _ i — -~ o SN SRR

When did the occurences take place? Yoar Month

o

Where did they happen?

From whom or what sources did you hear or learn those things?
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Did you know or learn of any other persons on leave having been subjected

to discrimination or persecut ion? . What were their names?

What happensd to them?

When and where did the occurrences take place? __

Re: AFPPLICATIONS FOR REPATRIAT ION

To what Assembly Center were you evacuated? 42222g££232yb Soree
%Aj /:Z 222
To what WRA Center wbre you next transferred? ;%fztﬂéi;cé(~—~1¢éAQ¢L

In what plock did you live there? _

With whom did you share qwdrters there? ;Z§é14ZﬂZ( /42144.4224441494,/

In what Camp//;re you when you applied for repatriation to Japan? _
Dot . MolreiZiy,

Did you make that application before or after you answered the Army

Quest ionnaire in February or March, 1943?:242;42nm¢7;§212 :Z:;ZZ;‘

When did you make that application? M{?f/ﬁ

Did you oersonally make that appllcatlon? » If not, who 4id? Bk

Did any of the following“persons jeo make applicat ions for repatriation

to Japan? Your hUSbaRd?Eﬁmz Wife? ,father? - mother? G

brothers? _ sisters? _ father=-in=law? mother=in=law?
brothersg-in=law? gisters=-in-law? When and in what Center were

they at the time they did this?

%
Did they then fear that the government intended t'¢Zdeport all aliens to

Japan? _ 3 that it intended to deport all Kibei to Japangigézgf that
1t intended to deport all Nisei to JEDaN P

Did you make more than one applicati Z for repatriation to Japan, and, if

gz/m o L

80, when and where did you do so?

%7 e




What members of vy » family pressured vy into applying for repatriation

to Japan?

e e e — o _ =T S ey e R e L

What did tyey say to y to:get you to apply for repatriation?

R e o T e e i

S e e

. Sarie : P . . Ay T i
Did anyone else, not ia mémber of your family, pressure you into applying
for repatriation to Japan? )ﬁ?kiu Name the persong who did and state

whether they were Issel, Kibel, or Nisel, and blocks where they lived.

o AL W/twf

e e e e S o T

What did you then believe would happen to you, if you did not make an appli=
ation for repatriation to Japan? W @MM éc Wl/

%,u' PR Ng- 5 > LU W 7
Were you fearful that Uf you 4 ¥ I ep thdtlon you would be

tosatsiee o

separated from your husband? _ = wife? _e—children? ____ mother?

brothers? _ l4bera? ¥ or other pensons?

PR = s

ons in the game Center with you abt:the time you applied for

<§folf any-ofithem were not, °t‘ue who was not and where
he time

e e e e =

s Z e e

believe that if you dldn't apply for repatriation to Japan that
sooner or later you would be forced to relocate in the U. ? $ inian

area: hogtile to Japanese? _'5 that you might be drafted into the armed

[

forces? fézgﬁ that you would be separated from alien members of your

family you believed would be deported to Japan?

=ty

Did you.make application for repatriatior because you belleved the Govern-

ment had no use for you and intended to deport you to Japan because you

were beLQ‘ ; of that it intended to deport you to Japan because your
ﬁ'
parents ‘were there? — 7 Or because your parents were aliens here and

that it lnucnded to ceoort them on an exchange ship to Japan simply because

.|

they v vere qlloan 5 and that they wanted you to be with them and not




rated from them?

Re: QUESTICNS 27 AND 28

In what WRA Center were you at the time you answered the Army Question-

naire containing Questions Nos, 27 and 28% éjizgzéings&\_ —

@

In what Block were you living in that Center at that time? E?%yfi

Was the Questionnaire you answered the Army Quest ionnaire or the WRA

Application for Leave Clearance, if you remember? mg@ g X

EmmE e e e

Did you gilve a negative answer to Question.No, 272 /L7 to Question No,
28?/%§é&ﬁ. Did you refuse to answer Question No, 27% ____ 3 Questlion No,
287

Did any members of your family pressure you or threaten you into giving a

"No" answer to Questions Nos., 27 and 28 or into refusing to answer those

questionsz¢éég2L(ﬂES‘Yj?e the famlly members who did this?
5

What did they say to you to get you to answer "No" to those questions or

to refuse to answer those questions?

Did you give a "No" answer to those questions or refuse to answer them

bacause your father? ____ mother? ____ brothers%?

other family members? _____ were in Japan at the time and you feared they

might get in trouble with the Japanese government if you were silling to

serve in the U. S. Army éz 27 or were willing to swear allegilance to the

s S.E,- Did you give "I answers to those questions or refuse to
answer Tthem because your father? ~ mother? _____ brothers? slsters?

)

or other family members? were In the U. 8. but you believed they
were to be deported to Japan and that they would get in trouble with the
Japanese Government when they arrived there if you had answered "Yes" to

"

those questions? . Did you give a "No" answer to those guest ions
i — — —= =] L2 -

because you believed that eventually you would be deported to Japan and
I~ i

you feared that if you gave a " Yes' answer to thoase questions you would

get In trouble with the Japanese Government when you arrived in Japan?

18 any other persons pressure or threaten you into giving "No" answers




i
to those questions or into refusing to answer those questions?f~ , What
are the names of those persons and state whether they were Isseil, Kibel,

or Nisei and the Blocks inh which they lived and the organization, if any,

of which they were Jieubers? :g#éﬁzékgééééééz
M é&a —//Zéf(ﬁ%
What did those persons say to you to get you to give "No" answers to

those questions or to refuse to answer those questions? ézkﬂ(/¢ZL¢€24£LL.¢Zu%¢¢

VW ek Lo Bl fi dd vl d %@#&m/\

What dld you fear would happen to you if you didn't give "No" answers to

those questions or you didn't refuse to answer them? C;4&K4tv 424:u¢44¢<€7
sLecd [ Aed wnt jrca /Zugzw %M

fea; wouig ppen to other members of your famlly lf you

dian't give “No answers to those questions or you did not refuse to

answer thew?

Did you refuse %o é?;wer those questlons becsuse you already had applied

for repatriation to Japan and you understood that if you already had

applled for repatriation you did not have to answer those questlon§§;é£%€L

1
No" answers to those quest lons or refuse to answer them

Dld you give

because you resented being evacuated, confled to a WRA Center and treated

like an aliené%«’

1

Did you give "N answers to those questions or refuse to answer them
J (@]

because you already had applied for repatriation and believed that if you

gave "Yes" answers your application for repatriation would be cancelled

-

and you might be drafted into the armed forces? 5 or be forcibly re=

locgted in the U, S, while the war still was going w5 A E OO i i e Gl o}
fear that If you were to be drafted you would be discriminated agalngt
and be persecuted In the armed forces? __ . Did you fear that if you
were drafted? ____ or relocated? _____ you would be permanently separated

from mmbers of your family who were to be repatriated to Japan?

from what family members did you fear to be separated?

Did anyone else, not a member of your family, pressure or threaten you

Ut P °
No” answers to those questions? ;é%&{ What were thelr names

and state whether they were Issei, Kibel or Nisei and the names of the

into giving




&}

organlzations to which they belonged? _

/P
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.

Did you fear that 1if you gave

"Yos" answers to those guestions that you

would have to stay in camp and be separated from your parents or other
family members who were to be deported to Japan because they were allens
or kacause they had asked to be sent to Japan and you did not want to be

separated from?igggg4§§ggzﬁzem what parent or family members did you fear

gseparat ion?

= . et et e

Did you fear that if you gave "Yes" answers to those questions you eventu-
ally would have t o relocate in this country during the war and would be

in danger from hostile Caucasiang? b

Who told you that this might happen to you? _Z2sssets

Did you fear that if you gave "Yes" answers to those questions that it
would mean you might be drafted into military service where you would be

discriminated against or be persecuted by fellow soldiers or that you

might be used as cannon fodder just because you had Japanese anoestry?ﬁé‘
Who told you that this might happen to you? Rpeecal fececer
=7 S

Did you fear that if you gave "VYes" answers to those questions that you

’

might be attacked and harmed by g os of Isseil, Kibel or Nisel in camp?

4;225 Name the group and its leaders or members from whom you feared this

danger ?

e

Did you give "No" answers to those questions as a protest against the mis-
treatment of evacuabion and confinement to a camp%;;Zgz,

Were you, or any member of your family, or any friend or anyone else at-
tacked by members of the pressure groups in that Center for showing loyal=-
ty to the U, s;;<gggg~oy opposit ion to the pressure groups? ____ or for
giving "Yes" answers to Questions Nos. 27 and 289 Lot VI g0y abdtethe

names of the persons who were attacked,

S e

Eess e

When were they attacked? By whom were they attacked?




Did you then bslieve that if y gave answer to those questions

J- 1 % i s I q o N s 4 ! BN 4% \ Fal e ) 2 ) 1
that you would be allowe gtgy in Gl ent er for the duration of the
war and in“this way you-and your family would be free from danger of per=

secufion by Caucasiansg % 7. lho told you this? Mg&(@)

s e po— SR = - = - - - ¥ == s o

Did you' giveg - D nswers to Question Nos., 27 and 28 or refuse to answer
those quest s because you had been iInformed by the WRA or understood
that because you already had applied for repatriation to Japan that you

did not have to answer those quest ions/‘?/-»é_(gg. Who told you this? _ WL

e e — o === — e =

Did you ever give a "Yes" answer to Question No, 2'7%2@; to Question

No, 282-Z¢4; Did you change your answer t o Question No, 27 or 28 to "No"
at any time? - . Dm you change youf answer to Questions Nos. 27 and 28
to "No" or tefuse to give "Yes" answers to those questions by July 31,
"1.943"b@ce.use you knew that TN answers or a refusal to answer those
quest lons would meen that you would be sent to Tule Lake or he segregated
there with alien members of fTC)wl‘ mily from whom you did not want to be

separated? 2¢d. /

When and where @id youg;

— -._. —
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What classification did you first re _ Dig you ever re-
ceive a 4-C (alien enemy) classification? &z When did you receive that

4-C- classificabion? (g ¥ é‘ﬂz /G L2

Iri"what Center were you when you

Did you receive that 4-C clagsificatlion before you answered the Army
Quest lonnaire in February or March of 1943 while you were in a WRA Center

or did you receive it afterward? 1

e IV bl S B e s

While you were in any WRA Cent did you ségn a petition addressed to the
Attorney Genels ‘ President, the Army, the WRA or. other governmental
.'agenoy or agent stating in substance that if you were freed and returned
to your home you would.fight for t_‘u_é and give your life 1f neces

gary for this oountry‘?/z_é_@_‘, In what Center were you at the time? __

e = e = —s v = = e

= o e
°

Did you sign such a petition "¢ you answerad the Army Quest fonnaire

o - -

in February or March, 1943 or afterward? ___ Did you sign such a
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pet it ion before you made a request for repatriation to Japan or afterward?

When were your. parents first placed on the free list or notified

that they could be relocated? __

e e ]
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Were any other members of your family placed on the WRA free list for re-
location purposes and, if so, who were they and when were they placed on

the free list?

e

Would you have been willing to swear unqualified allegiance to the U, S,
while you were in a}WRA Center 1f the Government had allowed you to re=
turn ' to your home as a free 01L1aen2€§252 Would you have been willing to
return to your home alon09€2§éj without the citizen members of your
family likewise being freed from detention? Zg€ ; without the allien
members of your family also being froed;?;zgg Would you have been w¢ll-

ing -only if the Government would assure you that you would be relocated

safe from harm from Caucasians? _ ;3 that the citlizen members of jyour

<« family would be relocated safe from harm? 3 and that the alien members

of your family willing to return to thelr homes during the war if the

Government would allow them? ____ Were they willing to be relocated else=-

where in the U, S.% i

gy

bid you keep in touch with your Local Draft Board while you were in a

Center 2 -;égz. Did you report to your Draft Board after you were releas

from CQﬁqJ aéZQ To what Draft Board?

PR

e o= -

When? After your release from camp did you volunteer

for service in our armed forces? .Did you ever served armod

ROPCEIY e Waen ..o 3 Into what bra nch?

==

=)

; what period of time did you serve?_

where did you servs % ' ;3 what was your social

numbex ? Rl . Have you received an Honorable discharge

R

from such service? _ ;5 what 1s the dats of that Discharge? _.

Re: MEMBERSHIP IN ORGANIZAT IONS
(a) Did you ever sign a petition for resegregation (Saikakuri Seigan)
Wl,l i 1 e jn T u l e La l{e ? /% : == : ;‘Fﬂq e n ? I'-:.L“,r.—t‘::‘_ézfz S S e B o s S S LS

(b) Were you at any time a member of (1) Sokoku Kenkyukail?

= e e e e S e S

(2) Sokoku Kenkyo Selinen Dan?LJ;Ll__r _(3) Sokuji Kikoku Hoshl Dan?




Hokoku Seinen Da:
Dan?cf i -

When did you become a member? _ e /4%%

L s

When did you gtop bel

In what "Block did

What was the name of your Bldck Manager? 452247 Cjk?

With whom did you share living quarters at the Tule Lake Center?

What organizat ions were actlve in that Block?

What JWfUli name of Ehe:orpfnw

What were the nameg of the leasders of the organizations in your Block?

Moo — Hacnvrtis St eads /L.

Were yézz father? __ Ot maihert i ok o broathena? sisters?

or father-in=-law? _ or mother-in-law? _ a member of any erganizae
tion? ____ Did they persuade you to become a member? What did they

gay to you to persuade you to become a member? __

What other members of your family were members of the Hoshi Dan?

o o s

e

joghi Dan?

Seinen Dan?

5

Why did they bsecome members?

In what Blocks were they livinp

e

What are the names of the persons other than members of your family who
persuaded or threatened you into becoming a member and state whether such
persons were lIssel, Kibel or Nisel and state the Blocks in which they

1ived? _ ettty — L5 LbinZa (58t
What did they tell you i{}biSUdde you to bdcome a member? 62427/41(_//

M&_MM /n«w/}«m — 2lon il it

What did they say VJ/EJ hajneﬂ to you if you did unt become a member?
M#,@aa/{/% %my me

did you {;lleva mould happen to you ¢ did not become a member?
oul &




What office, if any, did you hold in the organization? __

When did you become an offlce_/ W/?(/{/

From whom did you receive notice that you were an OfflCB“Q

mately how often did you join In the calisthenics? 2Zsecs

Did you attend any of the organization's lectureg2?Zz Approximately how

many lectures did you attendzééégg/&;;t was the nature of those lectures?

Did you participate in any of their marching demonstrat 1ons‘7% if aog

how many? %W W

Did you attend any other meeti of the organization? Z7. here and how

often? M 72{ WM P o

=%

Did you tell anyone you wanted to drop member shlp% State the namesd

of the persons you told you wanted to drop emberﬂllp. \

=

’

Did aw§lbddy warn yo 12t yourcould not withdraw from membership?
Who gave you such a warning? (State thelr names, blocks, where they lived
and whether Isseil, Kibei or Nisei)

‘What dig they tell you would h8ppen if you dropped your membership or

tried to dztr/nembe rship? @W W 7~ QM

p—
S e e — = = gy =3

Had you learned that anyone who tried to drop membership had been
threatened or had been beaten up for trying to drop memberahip? é&?Who,

if you know, was beaten for trying to do it?

What group did you hear was responsible for beating persons who tried to

withdraw from membersanip? .




Were you in fe G he you would be attacked and beaten up by members 1f

groups did you fear might do

e oo o S e e
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Were you told that If you tried to drop membershilp the organization

would report this matter to the ranese Government and that when you
were deported to Japan you would g 9 1} vith the Japanese Govern=-
ment ?_~# Who told you thi .
Did you fear that 1if you

the Japanese Government when you were deported to Japan? zfgCéz

Were you told that if you tried to drop membership the organization lead~
ers would report this matter to the Japanese Government and that your
alien parents would get in trouble with the Japanese Government when they
were sent to Japan for not being able to control your actlons?____ WhO

told you this? (State the names, blocks where they lived and whether

Issei, Kibel or Nisel)

SRR ey g
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Did you fear that if you dropped membership your parents who were to Dbe

sent to Japan would get in trouble there? __

'@ your hair cut short or aves?” Q When? @4 42?/4}10

‘7
of the organization and,

_Did you wear any

If you or any member of your family was placed in the "Stockade" at Tule

Lake Center state who was, for what period of time and for what reason

What was the nature of your employment

were in Tule Lake

e=r

What were your working hour~942;:; Were you working whi you were a
member of any organization at Tule?(ng‘)ln what block? What were

the names of some of your fellow workers?
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Were you, or any member of your family, or any friend attacked by any

Who was?

T e gy




UPON WHICH
7

TQ RENCUNCE

Block did you Iive in the.Pulte“bake Conter? ;2//
v [ == =

Wheh did you send a letter 50 the Attorney Genera l or the Jugt ice

o

Department asking for ferms upon which to renounoe your cit izenshlip?

fospee

were you at

Number 2

(Note:  On December 19 1944, General Pratt removed the ban on the
return of Japanese to ﬁhe West Coast, On Degbmber 21, 1944, the
Newell Star, the Tule Laké~Center newspwber; announced that all the
WRA camps would be closed inmkout ong~yéar, Notices of this also
may have been posted iIn the block manager's offices, the mess halls
and other places in camp.

Therefore, if you sent a letter to the Attorney General or the
Justice Department before December 21, 1944, asking for forms upon
which to renounce citizenship you fTObale were not then in fear of
the camp being closod and of b01p~ forced to relocate in a hostile
area without funds or a home to which you could go, If you sent such
a letter between December 21, L3A4 and January 29, 1945, you probabe
ly were in fear of being reTOCaL in such circumstances. On January
29, 1945, the WKA announced that 1ule Lake would be kept open and
that there woulc not be any forced relocat lons If you sent your
lett er after darw ry 29, 1945, the Justice Dehartmelt will be incline
ed to believe you were not then in actual fear of being forclbly re=
located in ‘g hort*le area without funds or a home to which you could
go unless you convince it that you did not belleve the January 29,
1945, announcement that the Tule Lake Center would be kept open and
that no one would be forced to re elocate,)

Did you ggn&\that letter to the {iL'*' General or to the Justice Depart=-
ment befb:g’%hat December 2] nj,- an) ent that all the WRA Centers
would be closef within a yoar? Z&7 ;?ﬁ you send it between Decomber
21, 1944 gnd January-<9,

ncement of January 2 9, 1945, that the

would be kspt

If you sent in your letter to the Justice Departmont after the WRA's an-
nouncement of January 29, 1945, that the Tule Lake Center would be kept
open and that there would not be any forcible relocat ions you probably
did not send that letter requesting forms upon which to renounce your
citizenship by reason of fear that the Tule Lake Center would be closed
and that you and your family would be forced to relocate and therefore,
you should answer the following questilons:

(a) From what source dld you lesarn about that 'announcement of January 29,




1945: In the Newell Star? : m a not ice on a bulletin board?

from the Block Manager? .5 from what other persons? oA o SRR VRS S5

B
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e e e ey s e g e

(b) Did you believe the announcement? « If not, state why you did

e

not believe the announcement,

= ey e e

R = a e e e

(c) Did enyone tell :you that you could not trust that announcement? .

If so, state who told you not to rely on that announcement and what they

said to you to make you disbelieve it, A AES

If the announcement of December 21, 1944, that all Centers would be clog=
ed within a year and the announcement of January 29, 1945, that Tule Lake
Center would be kept open and there would not be any forcible relocat ions
did not have anything to do with your decision to renounce your citizen-
ship did you send the letter to the Justice Department asking for forms
upon which to renounce citizenship because of any of the following fears,
nemely: (a) fear of separation from alien members of your family, such

ag-father? mot her ? father-in-law? ____ mother-in=law? __ _ gtep

=t

rinthar?: step-mother? other alieng? . who you belisved were

= gy

to be deported to Japan? 3 {b): fear of being separated from citizen

members of your famil guch ags your wife? husband? children?
, [ = ] [~

who you believed would have to relocate in the U. S i o coor Wwho

you believed would be deported to Japan? ; (¢) fear of being deported

[ ]

yourself because you had given negative answers to Quest ions Nos. 27 or

3

8 and were considered a disloyal personz 5+ (d) fear of treat or harm

e

to yourself?. or your wifejiﬁ?eg,or husband? o ehllarent
/, [== - - == (== % ) | == = S = %)

or mother? _ or father? __ or other members? of your family from

o

gangs in the C@nt0r3?§ﬁ525 (e) fear of mistreatment or physical harm from

the Government or its agents?

Did the announcement of December 2l, 1944, that all the WRA Centers would

1

be closed within a year cause you to send that letter to the Justice De=

partment? ____ Did you read that announcement in the Newell Star? 3

e gy

o

from a bullet in board? 5 or learn about it from the Block Manager?

3 or from other persons and, if so, name the persons:

e e e N e =)
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Did you send tiiéi-dletter to the .Justice Department asking for forms upon
which to renounce your citizenship because you feared that December 21,

1944, -announcement; meant that you and the ¢itizen members of your family

wouldybe foreibly relocated, without money, a home or job In an area where
people were hogtile to JapPanese while the war sti wWe golng on unless

you renounced your citizenship? Were you._afraid of being relocated

= e

because you had heard that jobs were scarce? il 5 that emplyers did not

wish to hire Ja) and that you might not get work to support yourself

and your family? ; that the public was hostile to Japanese and you

)

ey

feared mob violence? _ . If you had been forcibly relocated what mom=

bers of your family would you then have had %o support ?

e
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Had you heard of any relocated persons b ing discriminated against? i

refused work? being insulted? ___ 3 being attacked? SRR o
shot at? deing persecuted? it

whose homes had been burned?

When and where had these incidents taken place?

.= o o = — =
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What were the names of the per sons who had been mistrested ang state what

it was that happened to them,

e EREE R e e S o S S U U T ey gty
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Did you send that letter because jou belleved that if vyou sent for the
Y y A

forms and renounced your citizenship that you would be interned by the
Justice Department and could gtay In camp until the war ended and then be
safely relocated when public hostllity to Japanese died down? LAt Who
told you that this could be dona?

e=r
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Did any members of 3 family fear or tell you that you would be forcibly

relocated and run the risk of langer from hostile

Caucasiansg unless you

sent that letter and renounc and, if so, what members

of your family told you thisg?

e pr e

(a) State what members of your family were in fear of what might happen to

you or to them if. you did not send such s letter abdy 18- 80,

state of

what or of whom they were in fear? &

T TR AT e




18

(b) In what Blocks were each -of your family members living at that time?

Did you fear that if you did not send the letter and request forms upon
which to renounce your citizenship, that you would be separated from ali=-

en members of your family? _3 and, If so, from what allen members?

P e P

or from citizen membersi: 7z and if so, from what citizen members of

your family? A_A‘/kag4ﬁdQ> .
£

Name the members of your family who told you that you would be separated

from your family if you did not send for the forms and renounce your

citizenship? 2t L ___—

e

Name other persons, not members of your family, who told you that you
would be separated from your family if you did not send for the forms and
renounce your citlizenship and state whether they were Issei, Kibel or
Nisel and § Blocks where they lived. ;2é2%égé

oty — /55 RUZ/

What members of your family (wife, husband, children, father, mother,

brother, sisters, father=inwlaw, mother=in-law) were in the Tule Lake
Center at the time you sent that letter to the Justice Department ?
. \
el mgﬂ_4244ag{:ég?é;;éafy.

= S e =
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e

What members of your family pressured, threatened or persuaded you to
send that letter? WMJ

What d1d they fear or sa y to you to get you to send that letter?

o

Dld your husband? ____ wife? ____ father? ___ mother?  brothers?

glsters? LN lawET e forco‘yeﬁ/ko gend a letter requesting

forms on which to renounce your citizenship so that you wouldn't be
separated from them by being-forced to relocate while they remained in

camp or finally were depOrted to Japan? If such person or persons were




L9
citizensg of state whether they already had sent for forms

which t o renounce thelr citizenship?

- What 'did such person.of persong say:to you to force you to renounce

citizenship? _ : i Pl
7
i

/
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Did you send that letter requesting forms upon whichito'renounce citizen-
ship because you heard that alien members of your féﬁily who had request-
ed repatriation to Japan would have to stay in the Center until they
could be exchanged or removed to Japan and tha% you ultimately would have
to be relocated in this country and thus beiseparated from them unless
you applied for renuncistion? _ __ Name the persons who told you this
might happen if you didn't renounce ygur cit izenship and state whether

they were Issei, Kibel or Nisel and/ the Blocks where they lived

= L e ——— s

What alien merbers of your family already had asked for repatriation to

Japen at the time you sent that letter?

Y= == e mrEs e e

Were tho alien members of your family on the WRA free list and eligible
to relocate at the time you sent your letter to the Justice Department

asking for forms upon which to renounce your citizenship?

Did you fear:that if you didn't send for the forms and didn't renounce
your citizenship that you, nevertheless, would be deported to Javan along
with the alien members of your family because you had asked for repatria=-
tilon to Jgdpan and that you would get in trouble with the Japanese govern=
ment when you arrived there? o Name the persons who told you this and
st ate /whether they were Isselj Kibel, Nisel, the Blocks where they lived

o

lons of which they were members,

e = e e o o = = = s e g

Did you decide to apply for forms upon which to renounce your citizenship

)
i

because you belleved your life was being frittered away uselessly in camp?

(=]

5 that you feared-that you might be confined to camp until the war

ondedzgg which might take many ycarsz;ﬁg or that- if the war did not
cometo an end you would be kept-ih camp forovmr??;géﬁfbr that when and




)

if the war ended the Government might deport you to Jupan?;ﬁ%;z and that

you want ed to get away from camp TLle,igﬁ?gynld feared that you had to go

or be sent somewhere or anywhere, even to Japan, just so long as you were

made g free Napﬁ’gzéd7

Did you send a letter to the Justice Department asking for the forms

upon which to renounce because you were afraid that the Government had

no use for you and didn't care what happened to you and that you were

afrald this was true because it had deprived you of citizenship rights

by evacuat ing you and putting you into a WRA Center behind barbed wires

and then had armed troops guard youzigégaﬁ and then didn't give you any p

protection in the ivle Lake Center from the threats and violence of gengs?

and because the police didn't give any protection to the residents?

s and you were ‘ ed by the soldlers moving in and driving the re=-

sideﬁts.afound and sear hing their QUarterséfézgz,; and no protection wag

given against such things as thé murder of Mr, Hitoml, the knifing of Mr,

Terasawa and others, and the.clubbing and beat ings of many persons; and

that the Government didn't punish the soldier who shot Mr, Okamoto?

and that you thought these things clearly meant the Government had ho use

for you and didn't want to give you any protection and that, to avoid all

this violence and trouble, you had to renounce citiz nship to insure your

own safotz&j&@&g and the safety of your Wifegfggggg husband ? s father?

s mother? chlldren brothers? yilsters? other
e e [ et —:*:t:r:-"

=

members of your family?

Did you decide to send the letter asking for forms upon which to renounce
your citizenship because you feared that you were going to be deported to
Japan bécaUSé you had given "No" answers to Questions Nos., 27 and 28 or
had refused to answer those questions and were considered digsloyal to the
U. S. and that It was necessary for you to send that letter to the Just ice
Department and renounce your citizenship otherwise you would get in
trouble when you arriv " /. What trouble did you think you
would get into iIn Japan if you:didn't renounce U, 8. citizenship?

-‘&;:W-M\*W&r,. U —

your family told you this,

o e T
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Name the Isseil, Kibel and Nisei who told you this and state in what Blocks
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they lived at Tule Lake and the name of any organizat ions to which they

be long ed

.
s e S ot o

Dig you fear that I you didn't send for the forms and renounce your
cltizenship that you eventually might be drafted into our armed forces
you were In the Center and thus be separated from your citizen wife?

citizen childrer;j%ﬁﬁ;;’or other citizen members of your family?

S0 owho - were TIn Ghe Center}j?ﬁ%f Did you fear that if you didn't send

for the forms and renounce citizenship that you eventually would be re=-
located and then might be drafted into our armed forces and then be Sepam
rated from your wife?f%zg?, childreg};ég&z,,other family members? __

who would have relocated with you? Who told you these

if you didn's

ey et

Did you fear that If you didn't send for the forms and renounce your citie
zenship that you eventually might be drafted into the army while you were
in the Center or after you were forcibly relocated which would result in

; - " > ”

separat ing you from alien members of your famlly/mﬁo were to be gent to

Japan because they had asked for repatriatiop’to Japan and wanted to go
there? . or because they belleved they would be deported to Japan after

the war ended because they feared the Government intended to deport all

alien Japativde to Japan? e Whe'told you this would happeng = -
/’/ T J 4

/

/
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Did your alien parents fear Ahet if you didn't. send.for the forms and

renounce your citizenship/that you eventually might be drafted into. the

! o)

army and Dbe separated from them when they were sent to Japan? e Did

)

they tell you this? .. Name other persong who told you BiYEg e 7 i
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Did your parentg fear that if you served in the armed forces that they

would get Government when they srrived in

Japan? _ Name other persons who tolg

Lty
you this,

R R e e e e o o e = ——
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n or persons or group of persons tell you or spread the

rumor that iIf you didn't send for the form and renounce your citizenship

you would get Into trouble with the Japaness government when you were




deported to Japan? 5&?2' Name the persons. who told you these things, the

Blocks where they lived and the organizatlons to which they belonged, and

whether they were Igsseil, Kibel or Nisel.

L
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Neme the other members of your family whom you believed would get in
trouble there if you didn't renounce your citizenship and state whether

.they were in the Cent er with you.

TR s

If any members of your family were in Japan at the time, did you fear
that they might be punished by the Japanese government 1f 1t learned that
you did not renounce your e CitiZQnShi%ng ., What members of your

family there did you fear might get in such trouble?

With what agents of Japan did you think you or your family members would

get in trouble if you did not renounce your ciltlzenshilp?

ot e cps L TSN S S = - B =

(The Japanese police? =~ ; Kempeitai? = ; Army? _<_ ; Ngighborhood

Assoc iat ions?_ ; obher asgencles?

What did you fear would happen to you or to them? _

PSSR s S e L SR A

Did you believe that you or they would be put in prison? «— internment
camp? & ; be forced to work as slave laborers? ____; or what else did

you fear would happen to you or to them?

If anyone else told you to send that letter, name the persons who did and
state whether they were Issei, Kibel or Nisel and the Blocks in which

they lived or where they worked at Tule Lake Center, and state the names

of the organizat lons which v W memoers . .= 4ZZﬂZé§%QL. - ¢
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What did they tell you wouldhappen to you if you didn't send that letter?
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Were those persons leaders or members of any of the organizationg in Tule

if so, state the names of the organizations,




e

lLeaders oi

Were any oups or

ed away to Santa Fe before you s¢

groups?

ety

D

those organizations

menic

e
ent

S e ey

= s T s e T e e e

e

in what Blocks did

ana

S S e S R S e R R S e o B R SR R R e

Lived?

o T i lf i Y
18y AVed
. e — — T = . . —_ ]

Seinen Dan or Hoshil Dan mowvs=

Tt Ur() ZL éf_)ﬁ If so, what

of

el

T e )

Were any groups of

moved to Santa F

e e ey R e T e

(Note, The first

group

Seinen Dan were taken

Cigtheat X
1ngs gt

ion: hear

and 27 allens, inc

to Santa Fe on January 26, 1945,

einen Dan

was

of g5 was ta

persons

AN g

9 5 £ e A€ . ~
June, 0, gome 400 more wer

few more were t:

removed you were not

1f you dldn't send

cit izenship ame would

would be

and
trouble wit]

told you

State whether they w

were living and the organization

Spr R ey e

arted on January 11,

removed,

3 removed

Dan or Hoshi Dan

If s0, what

RS EE  —— —— —  r e o S

e e o T S S SR T S e T S S

"

and cit izens belonging to the Hokok
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arm groups ? Name the leaders, members
= S & i > s

groups or gangs of which you wers in
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While you were in Tule were you ever called an ingjigzggz' a8 suyis

a stooge? s an Winf ormeniy : a White Jap? 3. e traltory -

sy poipsptompay ] (==

kokuzoku? 3 or other names? ____, For t doing what the organiza=

t ions wanted you to do? _ . What names were you Called?L;;ngg¢

Were you in fear of being called such names?® . What were the names

of the persons who called you 57 :1£2>ég14kl/ékavyvv\~4é%¢{i)
2l X, ' ; ~;§2wua4 CAKALéQay//éLL, 2;2; ;?/Zérwtééf

How many persons called on you or spoke to jOU and asked you if you had

gent for the forms upon which to renounce .your citizenship?

were thaeir names? 422Cé: J/ééa;
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e e

Did anyone check up on your mail in the block manager's office to see

whether or not you had sent such a letter or had received an answering

e

letter from the Justice Department? _7

State the names of the persons

who checked up on you in this manner,
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Did anyone t ake down your name as being a person who did not send such a

form or was late iIn sending for such a form? _Z#4r State the names of

LR

and whether they were Issel, Kibel or Nisel:

ey
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Were any members of your fam or friends attacked, beaten or threatened
for not sending for the formsﬁfﬁ%fg? Name the persons who were attacked

or beaten.
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Were you ostracized for not sending in such a letter Dromitlkﬂféé;? Dig
friends shun or avoid you or refuse to talk to you because you had not
sent for the form;?/ﬁéééz Wagd "your spousge? . . .5 your chikdrend s

or other members of your family? ___ mistreated for your delay in sending

such a letter? ., What mistreatment 4id they suffer and from whom?
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100, While you were in a WRA Center did: the U, S. Immigrat ion Service commence
any deportation proceeding arazrut your-husbend? - 3 wife?.
Tathey? - <. s ‘moﬁher?rﬂ%nﬂ,'for violat ion of any immigrat ion law? Did
you fear thét‘ﬁhé'msmber of “your famlly against whom deportat ion proceed=-
ings had been started would be deported from the U, 8. to Japan because
such person was illogaliy in the U, S.? ____ . Did you fear separation
from such person and did the fear that such person would be deported

cause you to apply for the forms upon which to renounce citizenship so

that you would not be separated from such person? _

Re: RENUNC IATION HEARING
Name the mebers of your family besides you who had a hearing on an appli-
cation for renunciastion of citizenship, Hus band ? _ ; wife?: ¢

brothers? sisters? ____; other family members?

peene — — o= R

Did you have ‘your hearing before the renunciation of your wife? gé 7
husband ? __3 . brothera? or sisters? . Did you have 1t on the

oo

same day as your wife?% 3. Busban@es .o On what date did you have

your renunc ilation hearing 4éézc4**4/142?$é§ Was your hearing officer a

man‘?% a woman? . DIid you have an inter at your hearingeq
4§;gga Did you need one?.zZzZa
102, At your renunciation hearing did you tell the hearing officer that you
wented to renounce because you were loyal to Japan, or that you wanted
Japan to win the war, or that you were against the U, S. or make other

gtatements indicating loyalty to Japan or disloyalty %o

What ,-in substance, did you tell the hearing f?oer as reasons

wanted to renounce your tizenshirp

Frasete e

I\amﬁcﬁe per sons vrho coached ”ou and told you w Ja you were to say

your hearing to make certain your renunciation would be approved and statbe

whether they were Issel, Kibel or Nisel and the blocks where they lived.
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that you did not have to renounce your
70 to JaI)qI](M Did -you believe this? _
ificer W é/ o+ Why?
—

[icer the real reasons why you were

your cit izenship 2%322%2 Whet did you think would happen if
ld him the real reasons? -~QM{¢ : -

Did you fear that if you did and your rénunc
you would get in trouble with your parents? __ other family members?
who were in Tule Lal:e?/‘gg; or in some other internment camp?

Were you then in fear of being forclibly relocated in

angerous a*rea/% (If your hearing took place after the January 29

, announcement were you still in fear of eventual relocation in a

ile area? m__ﬂ) Were you then in fear of being Ilaftow‘?’%/ Were
you in fear of geparation from members of your fami Vi From what

members ?
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Were they in Tule LeAOf 54 or In what other Center?
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Were they on the WRA "free lis and eligible for relocation at the time?

(/égé A Had they applied for relocation before the day you had your re-

nunc iat ion hearing? (

e

/:%{! Did they still want to go to Japan? ZE/. Had they cancelled

shey stlll expecting t y sent Gto Japan?

ot
thelr applicat lons to go to Japan?

105, Were you In fear that if your renunciat ion was not accepted you would be
in danger of harm from any of the leaders or members of a ny of t he pre=-
gsure groups at the time you lad your renunciation hearing? «tfLye Had
tho leaders or members been removed to other camps at the &t ime you had

your hearing? Zfg/. Were some lecaders and membors still iIn camp at the

t ime you had your hearing? (?(/ What were the namss of those who were

° ° K‘_ i
stldd Incampii e 3 € ~
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in your Block? _ 41{ - AU e

Lib s A .. Were JOU in fear of them? Lrﬁ(;{

1C6 Were you removed from Tule Lake Center to Bilsmarck?
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When? mz*é 2{_4_ S (ZZ( : with what groups: the lst, 2nd, 3rd or
4th groups? %Z;;géi%¢2 « /o What members of your family remained at
D L L s ; A

Tule Lake? _

— /

What other members of your family

were removed from Tule Lake Center to

Bismarec k?

S

to Santa Fe? i . When?
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Were they removed from Tule Lake before you had your renunciation hear-

ing? __ or after you had your hearing at Tule Lake?

oSt

State when and where ycu were re=-united with them.

e

Name the other members of your family who renounced citizenship,

]

Did you give such answers because other members of your family had been
removed from Tule Lake and you thought that by so doing you would be re-
united with them? _____, Did you fear that those famlly members would be
deported t o Japan and that 1if you gave such answers you would be re-united
with them and be deported along with them? .

(a) If you applied for relocation in the U. S. after your renunciation

gvasephon son Ald g0, o O ag £ s

(b) Did you write a letter to the Attorney General or Justice Department

asking to cancel your renunciatimg?éﬁgg7gﬂ@en? In what

Cent er were you living when you wrote that letter?

Re: MITIGATIQN HEARING

1 ¥ o o o " > 4 ‘ N
"mit igation hearing" between December, 1945, and April,

1946}' Wt Center did you have this hearing

. Was your hearing officer 18 , a woman? __

Did you have a

At this hearing did you tell the hearing officer that you were loyal %o
Japan or disloyal to the U. S. or words to such an effect? If you

did, state why you did this.
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What members of your family were with you in the same Center at the time

? (spouse, father, mother, children,
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mot her in law)
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From what members of your family were you then
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3 1

the WRA or Justice Department free list and eliglb

reloce 7 If they had, state when.

Did you then fear that membe f your family in other camps were to be

deported to Japan? 5 Was it because of your fear that those members
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were to be deported to Japan that you gave such answers to the mitigat ion

hearing officer so that you would be allowed to rejoin those members and

'y)

not be separated any longer from them?
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What members of your family, if any, were removed Lo other internment

camps gfter you had wour renunciation hearin;
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When and wl e were you re=~unlitec
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When were you released fron detent ion? B
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what camp were you when you were released from detention? ’
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If any of your mbers were sent to Japan, state when they sailed

for Japan. il g I From what port

did they sail? ! : PR L ety What members of
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your family went %o
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When were you placed on the "free 1ist"?
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Since returning to Japan in 1946 has your name been ered 1n any
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caused you

What
Japan in 1946 becaug
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or would not have on 2iven an address to

e e T S e s e S s




o

recelve mail? _ Pt . Or would have been

S0, by whom? __________ R ke ISR SO
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Were you regilstered because of fear thet if you werer u would suffer

In some- form? ; ... such as would not be 1 . & ration card?

or for what other
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Have you, since returning to Japan in 1946 been naturalized as a Japanese

ltizen? _ ,/74$4%k,ia~¢"ﬂlf so, what steps did you take to become natu-

ralized as a Japsnese ciltizen?
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Have you, since returning to Japan been employed by the Japsnese Governe

ment or any agency of the Japanese Government ? 1;4%Qﬂ41>1_£2¥ 3

If so, name the office by which you were employed and the dates of your

employment 2
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Have you worked for the United States Government or Allied mil iiig E the

It ies 1ile £ P : E _ For what service?

Dates of your employment?
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What 1s your occupation now?

What property do you own im

B e

Nature of property?

Est imated valuation uf/tLa\‘proper*y'(zf/rf?dkfﬂ JL&L{?

Name of your huare/g ”elgglve in the U, 8§, and addr@ss
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To what addfess do you iIntend to reuurn to
i

(Attach all tne documents and letter you have relﬂtlng to your renunc ia-
Bl of U, 8. c“tizenship.)
Have you filed an application with a U. S. Consul in Japa

Passport? W2 Gy, When *did. you file it?/Q’AV .522213323_

(Attach a copy of tho affidavit you filed with the U, €. Consul which

explained why you rereunced U. S. citizens hip,)
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‘nen 1in
] ona. whether one was "loya or "dis-
e public to the center residents, and from then on the camp
like the punctured beehive, When this problem was
idered most important and was at its height of discussion
ranLWy speaking, I honestly had no consideration nor
st in 1t and I had every intention of sweering my loyalty to the
for as one of the U, 8. citizens, I had faltnFU17y registered for
the Armed Forced and never had any criminal record., Then, I do not know
the source, but threatening rumor that all the enemy-alien Japanese and

Yibéi Niqﬁiu were to be dcnov*ed to Jaoan %ec:fdless of whether the person
center.

many 1aughed it oﬂf saying thcf@ c,nnot be much truth to such
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What causged him to app: 3 repa tion on September 27, 1945 after the
cessation of hostil

Tule Lake, about thls time, was filled with various rumors, Even I felt
as though I was being trailed and spied upon for my dailly living and

doings., Among the residédts of my own block, the daily cowversqt*ﬂn was
who had applied for repatriation and who hadn't, ACuuaWWV here was

someone who spied “round und knew all the ans Jer%. Wit aho situations
getting more restless. I bel jeved the saying tha repou ted gpplication
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What caused him to apply for repatriation on January 22, 1945%

As I hed mentioned in the first question, I 1nvard1y feared the foregoing
vi cious rumor. which resulted in my stating "disloyalty" to the U, S. even

ough against my wishes, Because of the foregoing two reasons I was LY
tr nsferred to the Tule Lake Relocation Center in Calif, Tule Lake Center,
unlike Stockton Assembly Center and Rohwer Relocation Center, was a Center
where much more severe and serious rumors which I have never expfrienced
before was to arise, The contents of the rumors were about the same on
the whole, The addition was that it was better that apolicauion for
repatriation be repeated; the more often the less harm on the family
members and relatives in Japan. Thus it was a common belief and I too,
made my second application for repatriation,
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Why, at his renunciation hearing, did he state that his loyalty was to Japan?

Asmdrraveratreedy  rETEvsAaoE Y SEETE ""é’fﬁ':t:;‘t?:’tif:;‘:i@%@%ﬁ@ﬁfﬁtﬁgf@ﬁ%ﬁﬁ/{ was

—rBhstantly aware of being deported and to me, I wanted to forgel Tule Lake
where 1t was nothing but my feeling of insecurity in the camp life with no
future., There was the constant violence and even murder. It really was #f
almost an insane life there, Now, that when I was told that applying for
repatriation and renouncing my citizenship was the best method to relieve

' me of my fears and worries, I had but no choice but to say I was loyal to

{ Japan when I thought of returning or rather was deported back to Japan,
All in all, even now, living in Japan, I think to myself that if back in
1943 there had never been a "loyal" or "disloyal" registration, I would
have remained in the U. S. being a loyal American citizen making a peaceful
living. The chaotic atmosphere and restless and uneasy mind together with
the insecure feeling of the p®ssibilities of deportation all led to the
possibility of myself making a statement of "disloyal" to the U. S,




This, too, was the question then. I do not know anything about the

military affairs and I recall mentioning this
| military man, I had replied Yt was my desire
{ a8 I have mentioned time and dgaif,, I had the

| and the fear I possessed when‘I hought about
| was sent back to Japan., Thislc Stant feeling
t

this manner., At the time I mu¥t have thou: ht

relieve myself from my unpleasant surroundings.,

for I am not a professionally
to have Japan win the war for
uneasiness of being deported
what would happen after I
within me made me reply in
this was theonly way to



renunciation hearing, did he also state that he hoped Japan would




for repatriation wouldld be the best method in order to give a blt of peace
to my mind. Thus, the third application for repatriation became a reality.

4, Wpy did he state on his applicatlion of September 27, 1946 that he desired
repatriation unconditionally and without qualification?

To me it seemed like it was the only logical thing to do to get away from
this insecure daily life, I knew that others had expressed the repaetriation
unconditionally and without qualifications was the only method for mgself,
of course, and my wife and son to escape this very uncertaln conditions fo
the camp,

5. Why did he state in that application for repatriation of September 27, 1945
that he had always been loyal to Japan and intended so to remain?

j About this time, it was already rumored and hinted that 1t was best to

{ write on the application for repatriation the statement of being loyal to
Japan and to me it seemed like a popular method, So like the others, 1l
without much thought, borrowed the words "always had been loyal to Japan
and intended so to remain"., In those days, the rumors were not just plain
rumors, but filled with panic.




6. Why did he on September 18, 1944 apply for a form upon which to renounce
U, S. cltizenship at that comparatively early date?
I understood later that my application for renunciation of my U, S. citizen-
ship was done =amh earlier than some of the others, but I didn't know of
this at all, I myself accepted the various rumors quietly and I belleved
Shte-sidgandiene it would be best for me to renounce my U, S. citlzenship.
However it may be, as a famlly man I could not bear nor tolerate any longer
the frightful daily living in yxu%}@ke as 1t was nothing but fights,
arguments and even at timesﬂf&y&??r{”‘While I did not like at all the
| watchful attitudes of each individual as to what someone else would do next,
[ the renunciation of #me citizenship seemed to me like the method for me to
2 get to another soclety, I thought lots of other people had already taken
| steps for the application for renunciation. I recall, Mr, Sasake, our
! block manager at the time, mentioning about others' applications, Even now
E it's almost unbelievable that my application was about the earliest, If it
{ 1s so, I was confident everyone was doing the same thing and then too
L perhaps.l was accepting all rumors too readily.
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restless situation in camp, with hopeless talk about our status and
daily conversation about who had applied for repatriation and who
hadn't. It was too late for me to turn back now and I did not see
that I could really do anything about my status anyway, with renunci-
ation hearing over with and with uncertain and confusing talk about
the public not really wanting us in their communities and talk of
hardships whichever way we turned. I do not recall exactly the
statements I may have made at the time of the last application and

I guess I didn't think much about the words used as it seemed they
were the same pretty much as others had done. The words "uncondi-
tionally and without qualification did not mean much to me except
being part of my request, the way others had made the request. The
rumors that circulated were not just plain rumors but were filled
with panic and part of what I heard was that in this application
there should be statement about loyalty to Japan and so I said this
and that it would remain so. Without too much thought and simply
reacting to the panic I was in and so repeating what I heerd, I

made the statements I did. I still felt very uneasy about my status
and only thought that I had to go through with this procedure as -
others were doing and that it still meant some protection for me
because there was nothing I could do about altering the way things
had gone. I had no way to know that there was any real opportunity
to make a normal adjustment in this country and everything I heard
around me impressed my mind with the need to finish this request the
way I did.




9. Why, in a subsequent interview with an officer of the Immigration and
Naturalization Service on APRIL 4, 1945, did he state that his renunciation
had been voluntary and that no coercion was exerted upon him to renounce?

At that time, I had already reconclled to @acrifice myself for the sake of
my sister and brother. Therefore, I only gave an affirmetive answer, With
all the changes coming about, I just aimleOU1y replied, I hdd already
given up when asked about the renunciation of the citizenship, application
for repatriation and also about my behavior in bellieving the various rumors,

10, Why, at this interview of April 4, 1945, did he state to the hearing officer
that his loyalty was to Japan?

t all began in the spring of 1943 with the "loyal" or "disloyal"
registration., The rumors brought forth the insecpure *eejlnﬂ of deporta-
bion and upon believing this, I thought about myself after beling
deported, §So when questioned about my loyalty to Japan, the only answer
I had within me was to say in bbe positive, nothing else, In those days,
I only had the recon “‘l‘”"fﬁ with myse U' tcut I was golng to sacrifice
myself for my ;'sfv: and brother Theref re,: 1 have never held any
hostile feelings toward tbe U. 8, a8t any time, L”ve‘w. tuoumn I had sald
about my lovalty to Japan, I have never stressed any hostile feelings
toward the U. S,







