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The Committee on American Principles and Fair Play vigorously en�

dorses the following government policies. I t is our conviction that these 

policies strengthen the war effort of the nation and are in line with our 

democratic traditions.
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"  . . . .  all known subversive J apanese (should) be immediately 

segregated and removed from existing relocation camps and be 

confined in special detention camps for  the duration of the war 

with J apan.”

. . . .  Special House Committee of California 

Representatives: Costello, Englebright,

Tolan, I zac, and Anderson.

(I .N .S. Washington, May 12, 1943)

* ' . . . .  Immediate internment of all disloyal J apanese.”

. . . .  Recommendation by Senator Albert B. Chandler 

to Senate M ilitary Affairs Committee.

(A.P . Washington, May 7, 1943)
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"I t is the inherent right of every faithful citizen, regardless of 

ancestry, to bear arms in the nation’s battle.”

. . . . .  Henry L . Stimson, Secretary of War.

“I  applaud the action of the Army in setting up facilities where�

by those Americans will be able to show the world what they 

are able to do.”

. . . .  J oseph C Grew, former United States Ambassador 

to J apan.



“I  have never had more wholeChearted, seriousCminded cooper�

ation from any troops than I  have received from my present 

command.”

. . . .  L t. Colonel Farrant L . Turner, commanding 

100th I nf. Battalion, U . S. A ., formed from 

Americans of J apanese extraction in the Hawai�

ian National Guard.

"T he first prisoner of war taken by the United States was 

captured by a HawaiianCborn J apanese American national 

guardsman, who overpowered the operator of a J apanese sub�

marine, while patrolling a Hawaiian beach on Dec. 7, 1941.” 

. . . .  United Press, April 22, 1943.

 �� ���� ����	�!����� ��	� ������ ���	������ ��� � �������� ������	� 

��� 	�������� ������������	"�#����"� ��� ���� $!������� ������� ����	�� 

����	�����"� ��� %���� ��������� ��� ����� ���������#�	� ���	�����

"I n accordance with the directive in the Presidential Executive 

Order which created the Agency, the War Relocation Authority 

has developed procedures which are aimed at bringing about the 

relocation into normal communities of the largest possible num�

ber of the evacuated people consistent with the national 

security.”

. . . Dillon S. Myer, Director War Relocation Authority. 

J une 9, 1943.

"F ood will win the war and write the peace.”

. . . .  Claude Wickard, Secretary of Agriculture.

“Every loyal American citizen should be given the opportunity 

to serve this country wherever his skills will make the greatest 

contribution— whether it be in the ranks of the armed forces, 

war production, agriculture, government service, or other work 

essential to the war effort.”

. . . .  President Franklin D. Roosevelt, February 1, 1943, 

commenting on the organization of the War De�

partment’s combat unit for  J apanese Americans.
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"T he mass evacuation of J apanese did not imply disloyalty on 

the part of all J apanese and it does not appear either right or in 

accord with the American conception of democracy to retain 

these loyal ones in restrictive custody, . . . . ”

. . . .  Colonel William P. Scobey, War Department 

General Staff.

"H aving been in charge of military intelligence activities since 

J une, 1941, I  am in a position to know what has happened. There 

have been no known acts of sabotage, espionage, or fifth column 

activities committed by the J apanese in Hawaii either on or sub�

sequent to December 7, 1941.”

. . . .  Colonel Kendall J . Fielder, Assistant Chief of 

Staff for  M ilitary Intelligence, Hawaiian Department.

"T he Americans of J apanese origin are an invaluable element in 

our population; I  welcome their presence, and regret the bitter 

necessity of imposing on a trustworthy and loyal majority of 

nisei the restraints which are made needful by the bad behavior

and evil repute of a minor ity............ I  welcome the policies of

our government which are designed to relieve the nisei of dis�

criminatory restrictions as rapidly and fairly as possible.”

. . . .  J oseph C. Grew, former United States Ambassa�

dor to J apan. April ��� 1943.
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The Committee has taken no position on any suggestion that persons 

of J apanese ancestry be returned to the Pacific Coast at this time. We 

have confidence in the present policies of the War Department.

Our primary concern is to insure the application of the following 

principles to the solution of these problems.

(1) Attacks upon the rights of any minority tend to under�

mine the rights of the majority;

(2) Attempts to deprive any lawCabiding citizen of his citizen�

ship because of racial descent are contrary to fundamental 

American principles and jeopardize the citizenship of others:

(3) Legislation to deprive Americans of J apanese descent of any 

of their legal rights would set a precedent for  depriving 

other racial groups of their rights and would weaken the 

confidence of our allies, particularly those in Asia and Latin 

America, in the sincerity of our professions to be fighting 

for  the rights of all peoples;

(4) I t is unCAmerican to penalize person of J apanese descent 

in the United States solely for  the crimes of the Government 

and military caste of J apan.



The Committee on American Principles and Fair Play was formed 

to support and defend the constitutional rights of lawCabiding persons 

of oriental descent in the United States and particularly of the J ap�

anese American evacuees. Persons desiring to aid the educational pro�

gram of the Committee either through financial contribution or vol�

unteer service should write to the Executive Secretary at:

465 California Street, San Francisco, California.
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Dr. Robert Gordon Sproul 
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Mr. Maurice E. Harrison 
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Dr. Arthur Cushman McGifFert, J r.

Bishop J ames C. Baker 

General David P. Barrows 

M r. Frank S. Bayley 

Dr. Benjamin W. Black 

M r. Allen C. Blaisdell 

Bishop Karl M . Block 

M r. Bartley C. Crum 

Mrs. J osephine W. Duveneck 

Mr. Henry E lliott, J r.

Mr. Ralph T . Fisher 

M ayor Frank S. Gaines 

Dr. Henry F. Grady 

Mr. Gerald H . Hagar 

Mr. George C. H jelte 

Dr. J . Hugh J ackson 

M r. Will C. J ames 

M r. George H . K idwell 

Mr. Harry L . K ingman 

Dr. Tully C. Knoles 

Mr. K . L . K wong 

M r. Robert A . Leet 

Rabbi Edgar F. Magnin 

Mr, Philip N . M cCombs 

Mrs. A lfred McLaughlin 

M r. E. B. M cNaughton 

Mrs. Robert McWilliams 

Dr. Robert A  Millikan 

Father J oseph P. Mulkern

Dr. William B. Munro 

M r. J oseph A . Murphy 

Mr. Richard M . Neustadt 

Dr. Aurelia H . Reinhardt 

M r. Chester H . Rowell 

Mr. A . B. Ruddock 

Dr. J esse Steiner 

Bishop W. Bertrand Stevens 

Mr. J oseph S. Thompson 

Rev. Donald H . Tippett 

Mr. August Vollmer 

Father Edward J . Whelan 

Dr. Ray Lyman Wilbur 

Mr. C. C. Y oung 

Rabbi I rving F. Reichert 

Dr. Paul S. Taylor 

Mr. Harry S. Scott 

Mr. Galen M. Fisher 

Mrs. Wallace Alexander 

Miss Leila Anderson 

Mrs. N ina E. Bancroft 

Dr. Monroe E. Deutsch 

Mrs. Ruth Meads Fisher 

Dr. Mary H . Layman 

Mr. A lfred J . Lundberg 

Mr. Richard R. Perkins 

M r. J ohn T . Wagner 

Mr. George Wilson
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“In accordance with the directive in the Presidential Executive 

Order which created the Agency, the War Relocation Authority 

has developed procedures which are aimed at bringing about the 

relocation into normal communities of the largest possible num�

ber of the evacuated people consistent with the national 

security.”
. . . Dillon S. Myer, Director War Relocation Authority. 

J une 9, 1943.

"F ood will win the war and write the peace.”

. . . .  Claude Wickard, Secretary of Agriculture.
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�� BRIEF HISTORICAL REPORT OF THE 

PACIFIC COAST

COMMITTEE ON AMERICAN PRINCIPLES AND FAIR PLAY 

October 1, ��U� - December 15* 19^5

That tensions between the United States Government and Japan were felt in 
California as early as October of I �U�, was indicated in a release issued on 
October 1 of that year by the Northern California C ommittee on Fair Play for Citizens 
and Aliens of Japanese Ancestry.

Signed by its chairman, General David Prescott Barr ows, the release called 
upon fair-minded Californians to combat discriminat ion against their fellow residents 
of Japanese race. Its introductory paragraph follow s:

"....One by-product of thé current tension between Japan and the 
United States is of special concern to California* and may affect the 
morale of our armed forces. It is this: popular res entment toward 
Japan may find expression in greater discrimination  or even physical 
violence against fellow-residents of Japanese extra ction, distrust of 
the Japanese Government being transferred to all pe rsons of Japanese 
race. A  moment’s thought will show that such animus  would be not 
only unAmerican, but also a menace to public welfar e and the good name 
of our State,”

On December 29 , 19^1, three weeks after Pearl Harbo r, the Fair Play Com�
mittee, under the new name oi* Committee on Nationa l Security and Fair Play, issued 
a further release, the introductory paragraph of wh ich read:

"The central objective of our Committee on Fair Pla y has been 
supported by the California public, even under the stress of Japan*s 
treacherous attack. Californians have kept their he ads. There have 
been few if any serious denials of civil rights to either aliens or 
citizens of Japanese race, on account of the war. T he American 
tradition of fair play has been observed."

The release expressed satisfaction on the following  points:

1. "All of the organs of public influence and infor mation, press, 
pulpit, school, radio, etc., have discouraged mob v iolence and have 
pleaded for tolerance and justice for all."

2. "Federal and local officials charged with mainta ining order and 
suppressing subversive activities have shown both v igor and sympa�
thetic consideration in the fulfillment of their du ty."

3. "Private civic agencies have acted promptly to h andle the many 
difficulties encountered by Japanese residents on a ccount of necessary 
wartime restrictions on persons and property.,.."

" .... This Committee is not concerned either to appraise or to guarantee
the loyalty to the United States of citizens or res ident aliens, whether they be of 
the Japanese or any other race. Espionage or subver sive activities by Japanese 
residents, or by anyone else, should bo reported as  a matter of course to the F.B.I. 
or the local police, and they, not private individu als or vigilantes, should be left 
to take protective measures. TTe believe in order u nder law, not under violence or 
caprice."
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On ^arcfi 19 -̂2, a detailed statement of this Commi ttee ’Welcomed the 
President’s proclamation of February 20th, placing all residents in vital military 
areas under the control of the Secretary of War and  the military commanders• •• .As 
Californians, no less than as American citizens, we  accept it as a wise solution of 
the vexed problem of handling enemy aliens and dang erous citizens,”

This appeal was prepared for the Committee by Galen  M. Fisher, No account 
of the work of the Fair Play Committee could be con sidered complete without special 
reference to the tireless efforts put into its prog ram by Dr. Fisher, His leader�
ship in all phases of the Committee’s activities ha s always inspired the people who 
have been privileged to work with him.

In the March � release, it was suggested that (l) in the event of  evacuation 
»...evacuated persons be committed to civilian gove rnmental agencies rather than 
military* (2) the removal of aliens and citizens be  kept at the minimum consistent 
with military necessity and national security, ( �) ’’The integrity of our nation and 
all the liberties guaranteed by it are at stake. It  is a national fight, and only 
the Government should call the signals. In the spir it of the Presidents proclama�
tion, it behooves us all— public officials and priva te citizens alike— to set up 
no impediments in the way of the military and other  Federal authorities, and to 
place ourselves at their command.,. .Engaged as we are in a life and death struggle 
to preserve our hard-won democratic heritage, we sh ould be traitors if we flouted 
democratic principles of justice and humanity in ou r treatment of either aliens, or 
citizens, even under the stress of war. We, therefo re, appeal to our official^ 
representatives, municipal, county, state, and nati onal, and to our fellow-citizens 
of whatever origin, to maintain order under law and  the respect for persons summed 
up in the words ’’Fair Play”,

When the policy of the federal government, as worke d out by the War Reloca�
tion Authority, permitted the persons of Japanese a ncestry who had been excluded 
from the Pacific Coast to resettle inland, consider able objections were raised by the 
residents of the inland communities. It appeared to  members of the Committee that 
a more widely representative organization than they  had thus far affected would have 
to carry on an effective program. With that end in mind, the Committee on National 
Security and Fair Play was dissolved on January �, 19^3» to make way 'for a larger, 
stronger organization.

In a letter to the vice-chairmen of the committee, written on January �, 
1943, the chairman, Dr, Grady, said ”We may believe  that we have exercised a moder�
ating influence on both public opinion and governme nt authorities, and helped avert 
mob violence against Japanese residents, which was a prime objective of the original 
founders of our Committee.”

The Pacific Coast Committee on American Principles and Fair Play

The Pacific Coast Committee on American Principles and Fair Play was organ�
ized on January £8,19^3» in San Francisco, as an ou tgrowth of the Committee on 
National Security and Fair Play.

All persons of Japanese ancestry had been evacuated  from the Pacific Coast. 
The hue and cry had been raised which, if successfu l, would permanently prevent 
their return. The traditionally anti-Oriental bodie s of California, among them the 
Native Sons and Daughters of the Golden West, the S tate Grange, and some of our 
patriotic organizations and their affiliates, were busily at work memorializing 
Congress and the State Legislature in efforts to br ing about discriminatory legis�
lation. Many well-meaning, sincere, frightened and angry persons were being swept 
into hysterial attitudes by professional agitators whose sponsorship revealed an 
economic interest in the permanent absence of Japan ese American competition, prin�
cipally in agriculture.
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If tRe Committoe wished to prove effective» it was clear that a definite 
program» organized and administered from establishe d headquarters would have to he 
adopted. To that end, such headquarters were establ ished at m-�§ California Street, 
San Francisco, and a temporary executive office set  up in the University of Cali�
fornia Young Women*s Christian Association in Beric eley, California. An Executive^ 
SGcretary was employed and the work of the Committe e has continued* to date, within 
the framework of the organization then effected.

POLICY

The policy and program of the Committee were based upon the premise that, 
given full and accurage information, even on the mo st controversial subjects, the 
average American, if he has been reared in the demo cratic tradition, will remain 
fair-minded in the face of prejudice.

Surrounded by war-inflamed prejudice and with littl e accurate information 
available with which to combat it, the Committee wa s faced with the necessity of 
producing its own weapons, instructing its members in their use and directing the 
ensuing campaign.

The long standing anti—Oriental position of many We st Coast groups had 
produced large quantities of anti-Japanese and anti -Nisei propaganda. Most of it 
had appeared in the press, notably in the Hearst an d McClatchy papers, much in com�
mittee and organization reports, some in radio and on the screen. As a result, with 
the advent of war with Japan, there was much inflam matory material available, but 
relatively little that was objective and factual.

The Committee decided to make all possible use of t he excellent statements 
which were being made by War Department officials, and Army Intelligence Officers, 
Justice Department representatives, Intelligence Of ficers and other government of�
ficials, whose attitude could be expected to carry much weight with sincere persons 
who were willing to listen to facts. As such statem ents were compiled, it became 
clear that if the material was to be widely distrib uted and accepted, a formidable 
task of public relations lay ahead.

The Fair Play Committee (as it has become generally  known) found itself act�
ing as an unofficial public relations representativ e of the War Department, the 
Justice Departmenf, the JDepnrtment, the War Reloca tion Authority» and any
other government body or civil servant whoso respon sibility it was to express a 
cohsidered opinion concerning persons of Japanese a ncestry in the United States.

As a matter of policy, the work of the Committee wa s closely geared to the 
policies of the federal government, which it hearti ly endorsed and supported. It 
was, therefore, natural that the Program of the Com mittee was developed within 
specific chronological periods indicated by War Dep artment decisions, and that the 
Methods used were calculated to liberalize and stre ngthen government policies as 
well as to increase their acceptance.

PROGBàM

Chronological Timetable,

Period I.

Period II.

(February 19, 19̂ -2 to December 18, 19^&.)
Covering the period from the issuing of the Preside ntial Order 
which authorized the evacuation of all persons of J apanese, an�
cestry from the Pacific Coast to ? -¿i $¿¿3?

(December 18, 19*& to August 1^, 19*f5v) /  ' j j i r
Covering the period.following the recession of ;the  general order 
and. the"substitution of individual exclusion order s, up to

Period III.(August l4, 19^5 to December 15» 19*+5)
The period following the surrender of Japan and the  lifting- of all 
exclusion orders.
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. PERIOD I.
(February ��, l9Vfc, to December 18, ��IU*)

Membership,

Obviously, the Committee's first task was the creat ion of a wide organiza�
tion, Decisions were reached which called for mobil ization of all existing sym�
pathetic .opinion* It was felt that membership shou ld be--drawn from a wide constitu�
ency, and should include outstanding representative s of Labor, Education, Religion, 
and Industry. To this end, hundreds of letters were  sent out, and the Executive 
Secretary spent several weeks conferring with commu nity leaders from Seattle to Los 
Angeles. Organizations, such as the Pasadena Fair P lay Committee, and the Fresno 
Fair Play Committee expressed a desire to join in t he wider organization, and their 
memberships became the backbone, and from time to t ime the spokesmen, of the entire 
group. Committees in Santa Barbara, San Jose, Sacra mento were encouraged in their 
organizing, as were smaller groups in Palos Verdes and several other outlying comr 
munities.

Categories of membership were established, ranging from Student memberships, 
with annual dues of $1,00, through Regular membersh ips (dues $2,00 per year), and 
Sustaining Memberships (dues $10,00 per year). The amount of financial support 
received through these memberships, plus a few mode rate gifts, and later generous 
Foundation grants, made it possible for the Committ ee to print, mimeograph or mul— 
tigraph and distribute over 100,000 pieces of mater ial containing well documented 
statements and facts in support of the government's  policy.

(The ^reas^rer the Committee is Harry S. Scott, Pre sident of the General 
Steamship Corporation of San Francisco. All financi al transactions of the Com�
mittee have been under l ie  supervision and the books  have boen audited annually by 
Long and Wyman, certified public accountants, ��� Montgomery Street, San Francisco)

leaders in Church, Education, Labor and Business re cognizing the Com— 
mittee as a dependable source of information concer ning the evacuees, the Executive 
oiiice, by the middle of June, ����, was so pressed with requests for material and
guidance, that an office secretary was secured, to handle much of the detail in�
volved.

Preparation of Material and Determination of policy .

One of the most useful pieces of material prepared by the Committee was 
the statement drawn up and published on June �	, ����. Outlining the principles 
upon which the organization was based, it provided the yardstick by which all 
subsequent action of the Committee was measured. M0 re than ten thousand copies 
of the original statement, plus several thousand mo re, as it was later brought up 
to date, have been distributed. A  portion of the st atement is as follows;

Our primary concern is to insure the application of  the following 
principles to the solution of these problems, (ed, note; Problems concerning 
lawabiding persons of Japanese ancestry.)

(1) Attacks upon the constitutional rights of any m inority tend to 
undermine the rights of the majority;

(�) Attempts to deprive any law-abiding citizen of hi s citizenship 
because of racial descent are contrary to fundament al American 
principles and jeopardize the citizenship of others .;

(3) Legislation to deprive Americans of Japanese de scent of any of 
their legal rights would set a precedent for depriv ing other 
racial groups of their rights and would weaken the confidence 
of our allies, particularly those in Asia and Latin  America, 
in the sincerity of our professions to be fighting for the 
rights of all peoples;
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(U). It is un-American to penalize persons of Japan ese descent in 
the United States solely for the crimes of the Gove rnment and 
military caste of Japan.

With the distribution of the foregoing Statement of  Policy, the Commit�
tee established its interest in the attitudes of po licy-making bodies, whether civic, 
religious, or governmental. While many of its membe rs were associated in one way 
or another with groups whose primary interests incl uded problems of welfare, often 
effecting the evacuees, it was decided that the pro gram of the Committee would be 
limited to the support of the rights of Americans o f Japanese ancestry, rather than 
to include a program of welfare and/or personal ser vice to the evacuees.

(See attached sheet for list of material prepared a nd distributed by the Committee)

Much of the work was done through other organizatio ns, whose members made 
use of the factual material provided by the Pair Pl ay Committee, Church groups, 
student organizations, labor unions and various civ ic bodies were advised, upon 
their own request, as to what might be done through  their own channels, to develop 
unbiased attitudes toward the Japanese Americans.

In order that the Committee might feel sure that th e suggestions made were 
in full accord with the government’s wartime polici es, certain members of the Advisoy 
Board, and Executive Committee, as well as the Exec utive Secretary, kept in touch 
with both the War Department and the Federal Bureau  of Investigation.

On several occasions Advisory Board members met wit h members of the General 
Staff of the Western Defense Command, Th© Executive  Secretary conferred with 
Assistant Secretary of War John McCloy and with Att orney General Francis Biddle in 
Washington. All of the Committee's releases were se nt to representatives of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation in San Francisco. A t all times, excellent relations 
were maintained with the Department of the Interior  and the War Relocation Authority, 
and upon one occasion, Secretary of the Interior Ha rold Iekes met with the Advisory 
Board in San Francisco.

Because its members felt confidence in the governme nt's policy as adminis�
tered by the War Relocation Authority, much of the Committee's work during 19^3» and 
��UU was concentrated upon an interpretation of that agency's program. Faced with 
an overwhelmingly difficult administrative task, W. R.A. also had to meet a. wartime 
Congress* and an indifferent or openly hostile pres s, not to mention repeated attacks 
by the Dies Committee and its state-sized counterpa rt in California.

When the War Department, largely as a result of eff orts of Assistant 
Secretary of War, McCloy, activated an all Nisei Co mbat Unit in the Army, one of the 
main objectives of the Committee was gained. The ri ght of loyal citizens to serve 
in the armed forces was established.

Tremendous pressure was directed at Washington to p revent the acceptance 
of Nisei in the Army. The anti-Nisei forces well kn ew that a large step had been 
taken in restoring rights which would eventually le ad to the feturn of Japanese 
Americans to the Pacific Coast.

Approximately one—half of the material released by the Fair Play Committee 
during 19^3 an& 1 9 ^  referred to Nisei in the armed services. Many articles and 
releases were in support of the rights of the Nisei  servicemen and his law-abiding 
parents. As the unsurpassed record of the M+ �nd Infantry has become familiar to 
the American public, and the exploits of the Intell igence units in the South 
Pacific ha be been recounted, there has been a sark # decrease in anti-Nisei agita�
tion, even on the West Coast. In 19U3~’1 9 ^ -» fcowev er, that record was only in the 
making.



the War Department and the War Relocation Authority  have done an out�
standing job of publicizing the record of the Nisei  servicemen. That record has done 
more than any or everything else to convince hostil e Westerners that the War Depart-

sound reasons for disagreement � � th General DeWitt»s ill advised statement 
that "A Jap is a Jap”.

wIf and When”.

War Department responsibility for ordering the evac uation was always recog�
nized by the general public.

^ePartapent responsibility for the return of the ev acuees has still to 
be recognized, by many. ----------------

The Committee at no time questioned the right or wr ong of evacuation as 
ordered. However* it did contend that if and when t he order was rescinded* the 
evacuees should be allowed to return. To that end* material was prepared and dis�
tributed, pointing out the contributions the lavnab iding Japanese Americans would 
be able to make to the war effort and to national u nity, if and when the War Depart�
ment permitted their return. *-----------

Strong opposition was presented in portions of the press and by telegrams 
to the President and in letters to Congressmen. Res olutions (strangely similar in 
form and content) were passed by Boards of Supervis ors, Chambers of Commerce, 
American Legion Posts, and many other organizations , strongly protesting any return 
of evacuees.^ All predicted dire results to the nat ion .at large, to the Pacific 
Coast specifically, and last but not least, to any person of Japanese ancestry who 
might appear in the evacuated area, should the orde r be rescinded.

Up and down the Pacific Coast, other groups, stimul ated by the Committee, 
were taking measures, openly and privately, assurin g the War Department, the War 
Relocation Authority, and the Western Defense Comma nd that the mjaority of the 
people living on the Pacific Coast were willing to abide by the decisions of the 
War Department in time of War. Assurances were made  by some la-yrenforcement bodies, 
and particularly by the Attorneys General of the st ates of Washington, Oregon, and 
California, that if and when the evacuation order w as rescinded, law and order would 
be maintained. (See Period II and Period III for fu rther report on law enforsement).

During this period, Nisei in uniform, and later mem bers of their immediate 
families who had been cleared by the military, were  permitted to return to the 
evacuated area, Strong groups in the Northwest, par ticularly in Seattle, were out�
spoken in support of the rights of the servicemen. The Committee membership in 
Washington and Oregon remained small— in Washington because existing groups were 
already doing effective work, in Oregon because of the distance between the Execu�
tive office in California e,nd Portland, where some  of the bitterest anti—Nisei or�
ganizations originated.

In December of 19^3 aa executive office was set up in L q S Angeles to serve 
southern California, and in June, 19^+» a strong co mmittee was organized in that city.

As nearly one half of the Japanese Americans evacua ted from California left 
from Los Angeles County, it was highly important th at feeling against their right 
to return should not crystalize if and when they we re permitted to do so. There�
fore, the formation of a strong Pair Play Committee , whose efforts could be added 
to those already being made by the other civic, rel igious and educational groups in 
the Los Angeles area, was timely and effective,

PERIOD II.
(December 18 , ~ T 9 W , to August l4, I �U	)

Almost simultaneously with the rescission of the ex clusion order by the 
War Department, (December 18, 19^0  came an announce ment by the War Relocation
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Authority that all Rel©datt6h Centers would close I by December, 19U5,'.

There was no longer any question ns to the right of  the evacuees to return,

, A H  � �  the persons and organizations who had. been trying  by every means 
possible to prevent the return of law-abiding Japan ese Americans had been shown by 
war Department action*, .that they had failed utter ly. They now found themselves in 
the embarrassing position of opposing the War Depar tment in time of war.

The. Committed» however» had'alwayb based its progr am on mobilization of 
support fpr the War Department, if and when a resci ssion of the Exclusion would be 
announced.

■ u �� �  ^he Committee was* overnight» changed from an nif and
when to a when basis. The law-abiding people whose rights had been obscured 
during the dark days of group suspicion were enjoyi ng the support of the War De�
partment, andthe work of the Committee became easie r,

December of I �M+, the Executive Committee, together with>several mem— 
bers of the A4visory Board, met to consider the pro blems which would face the 
returnees. It was felt that, inasmuch as the federa l government had moved the 
evacuees out, government agencies could be expected  to assist in their return.

Government Responsibility for Evacuee Aid -

Shortly after the announcement of the closing of th e Relocation Centers, 
certain problems presented themselves to the evacue es as they planned to return to 
their homes. ..More than half were expected to rese ttle elsewhere, but most of 
those remaining in.the centers expected to return t o the Pacific Coast. The most 
pressing needs were:

(l) Financial aid, (2) Housing.

Most of the evacuees had been working in the center s for $16.00 per month. 
Expenses had eaten up any or most of their reserve,  and they disliked asking for 
?_ S i ? !  , W.: R. A. was faced with an enormous admi nistrative task unparalleled
in united States history, with libtle support from an unsympathetic Congress, it 
nas managed to carry out a very distasteful task in  a more humanitarian way than 
could have been hoped for.

. The-1imitations of W. R. A . made it impossible th at truly adequate financial
provision Do made lor the returning evacuees. As a result,, much bitterness and 
distrust of. W, R. A. developed within the Centers.  The Committee has given all pos�
sible support to W. R, AV  in its efforts to secure adquate fufids for a satisfactory 
conclusion of its program.

, shortage throughout the United States is now a ma tter of common
knowledge/. However, early in I �U	 the'picture was not as clear as it is now, in 
December of ���	. W. R. A. announced the coming closing for the Cen ters and' told 
evacuees that if they had no other relocation plans  they would be put on trains which 
would return them to their former homes. The acuten ess of the housing shortage was 
not recognized in time to make proper provision for  housing the returnees.— ^

As a result, the War Relocation Authority has promo ted a mass return of the 
evacuees to areas where housing is already inadquat e. Such a return is often not 
only a physical hardship to the returnee, but also presents problems in puVLic re�
lations which threaten to undo much which the Commi ttee has been able to accomplish 
in the past three years.

fc ____ ,____T5ae Committee, while continuing to support th e W. R. A* relocation policy,
rfS ĝlVen — - to its present Program, and has sent m emos sharply critical � �

tnat program, to Secretary of the lnberior Ickes, P resident Truman, and Dillon Myer,
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Director of the War Relocation Authority.

Community Cooperation With Returnees

Development of civic groups throughout the state wh ich would, provide per�
manent organizations equipped to combat community t ensions rising from racial and 
other minority problems was undertaken by the Commi ttee,

It was recognized that county and local welfare age ncies, religious groups 
and other organizations whose programs served minor ity constituencies, could be 
expected to cooperate with the government agencies.

It became a policy of the Fair Play Committee to wo rk for recognition of the 
rights of law-abiding persons of Japanese ancestry to membership in any interracial 
post-war or social planning group in California.

A  statement made by the Committee at this time read s, n0f this we are cer�
tain. The status of any one minority is irretrievab ly related to all minorities. 
There are many able groups and individuals here on the Pacific Coast and elsewhere 
who have made the problems of minorities their chie f concern. Some have maintained 
a warm and active interest in the thousands of Amer icans of Japanese ancestry during 
these past bitter years. More have allowed problems  of a less vicious controversial 
nature to take first place in their overcrowded sch edules and budgets.

n�ne of the most important things we must do is to ga in recognition of the 
rights of law-abiding persons of Japanese ancestry,  recognition and membership in 
any inter-racial post-war or social planning group in California.

"We have occasionally, in the past, been criticized  for concentrating our 
efforts in behalf of law-abiding persons of Japanes e ancestry. We look forward to 
the day when that concentration of effort will not be necessary, when members of 
this, one of our smallest racial minorities, will r eceive friendly recognition by 
all groups working in the field of minority problem s.

"When thatday comes, our immediate task will be don e, and we can turn our 
keen interest and strong support toward the develop ment of proper attitudes and con�
duct among men of all races.”

In an effort to draw together the government and pr ivate agencies for a 
consideration of their responsibilities, a conferen ce was called for January 10 and

��, 19^5.

����������� ��� ��	��C������� �������	����
������<�1�	��)3))�����=��&&��&��(� ,��B���� 6DC663� ��B	

Sponsored by the Pacific Coast Committee on America n Principles and Fair 
Play, the Conference was built around the following  purposes:

1. To draw together persons connected with Governme nt Agencies and vol�
untary organizations in order to plan jointly for t he orderly and harmonious in�
tegration into community life of such evacuees of J apanese ancestry as may return, 
with Army approval, to the West Coast, and

2. To consider creating machinery to ensure coordin ation of plans agreed 
upon and of activities of organizations concerned w ith inter— racial and inter—cultur�
al relations.

Participants: Representatives of Government Agencie s;—

War Relocation Authority 
Federal Social Security
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War Manpower Commission
Federal Public Housing Administration
Children’s Bureau
U. S. Office of Education
Civil Service Commission
President’s Committee on Fair Enployment Practice 
Public Health Service 
State War Board
California Agricultural Adjustment Agency 
California Department of Agriculture 
Farm Security Administration
Emergency Farm Labor Project, Agricultural Extensio n Service 
Federal Land Bank, Berkeley 
United States Employment Service

Members of Voluntary Organizations:

Pacific Coast Committee on American Principles and Fair Play—  
Representatives from: Los Angeles, Pasadena, Santa Barbara, 
Sacramento, Fresno, San Mateo, San Jose, Seattle.

San Francisco Council for Civic Unity
Seattle Council for Civic Unity
Berkeley Democratic Club
National Conference of Christians and Jews
National Association for the Advancement of Colored  People
Filipino Groups
Residents of relocation centers
Berkeley Inter-racial Committee
American Council on Race Relations
Berkeley Branch— Women’s International League
Committee on Resettlement, Federal Council of Churc hes.
Rosenberg Foundation
Columbia Foundation
Chinese Six Company
Office of Community War Services
Young Men's Christian Association
Young Women’s Christian Association
American Civil Liberties Union.
International Institutes 
Congress of Industrial Organizations 
Northern California Council of Churches 
East and West Association 
Community Chest
American Friends Service Committee 
Japanese-American Citizen’s League 
Jewish Survey Committee 
Representatives of the different churches.

Statements were made by representatives of governme nt agencies, pledging 
non-discriminatory treatment for returnees.

In round table discussions, it was concluded that s ome expert guidance was 
necessary to provide a coordinated program of inter -racial and inter-cultural groups 
on the West Coast.

The second day of the Conference was devoted to a c onsideration of the 
’’Outlook and Situation of Japanese Americans in Pa cific Coast Agriculture”,

Discussion was introduced by a series of ten minute  statements by:

Director of the War Relocation Authority.
Chairman of.the State War Board and California AAA Committee.
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Director, California Department of Agriculture.
Regional Director, Farm Security Administration
Associate State Supervisor, Emergency Farm Labor pr oject, Agricultur�

al Extension Service, University of California.
President, Federal Land Bank of Berkeley.

In a discussion led by the Chairman of the State Bo ard of Agriculture, 
committee members joined with returned evacuees in an attempt to clarify the situa�
tion of the returning Japanese American Farmers.

Field Work Following Conference

As the paid personnel of the Committee has never be en adequate to do all of 
the field work necessary for the development of a f ull program, other organizations 
have contributed the services and expenses of their  own personnel to assist in the 
work. The Federal Council of Churches, the American  Council on Race Relations, 
the Young Men's Christian Association, the Young Wo men's Christian Association, 
and the Congregational Church have all assigned sta ff members to the task of going 
out into the counties and smaller cities of Califor nia in an effort to mobilize the 
fair-minded people in those communities. These repr esentatives worked out of the 
Committee's office, developing the program as outli ned by the Committee.

The marked success of such field personnel, plus a natural upsurge of com�
munity concern, has resulted in the formation of or ganizations in at least fifty 
communities in California. Some already existing or ganizations were strong, notably 
the Berkeley Inter-racial Committee, the San Franci sco Council on Civic Unity, the 
Los Angeles Council on Civic Unity, the Mayor's Com mittee of San Francisco, and the 
Inter-racial Committee cf Monterey. These groups ha d been going concerns for some 
time, and had developed excellent programs by the e nd of 19^ .  Others, like the 
the Mayor's Committee in Fresno, and certain smalle r groups in more rural communities, 
are off to a strong start, while others are still r ather nebulous and in great need 
of direction.

I S  :'.’r

Suggestions have been sent to some of these organiz ations from time to time,
such as:

(1) Guide Posts. Mimeographed sheet sent out at req uest of church groups, 
indicating what practical services might be offered  to returnees and instructing 
members as to proceedure to be followed in case of trouble or rumored trouble invol�
ving returnees.

(2) Homeward Bound. A  pamphlet prepared and sent ou t by the American 
Council on Race Relations and the Fair Play Committ ee together, with suggestions to 
community groups wishing to assist the evacuees in their return.

(�) Actions to Take Immediately When An Offense Occur s. Mimeographed 
sheet prepared and signed by State Attorney Robert tT, kenny, giving concise in�
structions as to how to notify authorities of any o ffense, threatened or actual.

Further Community Organization.

As an outgrowth of the Palace Hotel Conference, plu s an increasing number 
of requests from groups in outlying communities, a second conference was planned.

To an increasing degree, the work of the Fair Play Committee was being 
taken over by other organizations. This was highly gratifying, as it indicated that 
the Committee had been successful in gaining suppor t for the Nisei by other groups.

Outstanding members of the press were now outspoken  in support of loyal 
Japanese Americans. Certain American Legion Posts h ad taken an excellent stand and 
had initiated Nisei members. The C. I. 0. had come out strongly in support of the 
right of law-abiding Japanese to employment. The In ternational Longshoremen and 
Warehousemens' Union had expelled two of its member s who persisted in discrimination 
against a Japanese American fellow member. Schools and Universities were showing
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fine attitudes in welcoming their returning faculty  members and students of Japanese 
ancestry.

To insure an ongoing development of this trehd towa rd true Americanism, the 
Committee called a conference to be held, at the re quest of the local Fair Play Com�
mittee, in Sacramento,

Conference of California's Councils of Civic .Unity  
& imllar Communi ty Organi gat ions 

Sacramento, California, July b, 19U"5

The following organizations were invited to send re presentatives:

Council for Civic Unity, Mountain View
Council for Civic Unity, Vallejo
Council for Civic Unity, Oakland
Council for Civic Unity, Stockton
Council for Civic Unity, San Jose
Council for Civic Unity, Sacramento
Council for Civic Unity, Long Beach
Council for Civic Unity, Los Angeles
Mayor*s Committee on Civic Unity, Oakland
Mayor's Committee on Civic Unity, San Francisco
San Diego Committee for Civic Unity
Inter-racial Council, Stockton
Inter-racial Committee, Berkeley
Inter-racial Committee, Monterey
Inter-racial Commission, Pasadena
Rev. Arthur Fruhling, Vacaville
Mr, Charles Joppeson, Vacaville
East & West Association, Santa Barbara
Committee on Japanese Resettlement, Stockton
Twin Cities Citizens League, Yuba City
The National Conference of Christians & Jews, San F rancisco
Fair Play Committee, Fresno
Fair Play Committee, Palo Alto
Fair Play Committee, Pasadena
Fair play Committee, Los Angeles
Fair Play Committee, San Mateo
Fair Play Committee, Santa Barbara
Friends of the American Nay, Pasadena
Race Relations Group, University of California, Ber keley 

* Open Forum, Vacaville
Japanese American Citizen's League, San Francisco 
Council for Civic Unity, San Mateo

At the invitation of the Committee, observers were sent by the Western 
Defense Command and the Ninth Service Command,

In three work sessions, the following subjects were  discussed:

1. The place and functions of Councils of Civic Uni ty in the 
Contemporary Picture,

2. "Racial Tensions and the Law � ��

3. "California vs. Un-American Practices."

In the discussion on the Place and Functions of Cou ncils of Civic Unity., 
the Regional Director of the American Council on Ra ce Relations, as chairman» was 
able to bring before the conference a consideration  of types and programs of Civic 
organizations most effective in resolving community  tensions due to minority problems.
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c? . Racial Tensions and the Law

In a consideration of racial tensions and the law, the chairman, Robert 
Kenny, Attorney General of the State of California,  prefaced his talk by reading a 
release from the American Civil Liberties Union, in  which a reward of $1,000 was 
offered for "information leading to the arrest and conviction on a felony charge of 
persons who molest the returning Japanese Americans  within one year from that date."

Luring the first half of 19̂ -5* there had been an i ncreasing number of 
"incidents" where violence and threats of violence had been known to occur. There 
had been no bodily harm done any returnee, but more  than eighty reports of arson and 
other destructive acts or threats had been made to the authorities.

One of the reasons for the holding of the Conferenc e in Sacramento was to 
call attention to the determination of both the Gov ernor and Attorney General to 
maintain law end order. The discussion revealed the  dissatisfaction of those attend�
ing with the lack of law-enforcement. It also gave the Attorney General an opportun�
ity to outline procedures for implementing the law- enforcement officers and courts.

At a luncheon meeting between sessions, the speaker , Frank A. Clarvoe,
Editor of the San Francisco News, challenged member s of both majority and minority 
groups to develop attitudes and practices which wou ld contribute something construc�
tive to a society all of whose members were fightin g for "freedom".

Following a discussion of the general inter-racial picture in California, 
it was generally concluded that some kind of integr ation of all groups working on 
problems related to racial tensions was desirable.

A motion was passed providing that "the program com mittee (of the Confer�
ence) be asked to act as a nucleus and to undertake  any procecure that recommends 
itself to them in order to make the next step in ta ckling the problems of organiz�
ing a statewide council."

The program committee was made up of the following:

1. Executive Secretary of the San Francisco Council  of Civic Unity.
2. Executive Secretary (Regional) of the Japanese A merican Citizen*s

league.
3. Director (Regional) The American Council on Race R elations.
4. Assistant Treasurer, Fair Play Committee.
5. Executive Secretary, Fair Play Committee.

In the weeks immediately following the Sacramento C onference, several 
meetings were held for a discussion of a statewide organization. (Further account 
of organization to be continued in Part III of this  Report).

PART III
(August lU, 19^5 to December 15» I �U	)

With the abrupt end of the War with Japan, the, wor k of the Committee took 
on still further changes.

Once again, there was a twofold task. First, suppor t of evacuee right to 
return. Second, Development of state organization.

Support of Evacuees

The Committee has always refrained from undertaking  any kind of welfare 
work* At the same time, it has done what it could t o analyze the evacuees needs, 
and to enlist the interest of other groups in devel oping welfare programs.
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As most of the returnees were returning to the sout hern part of the state, 
it \7as natural thatthe Los Angeles Committee would  spparhead the development of 
committees whose members would try to meet the welf are needs of returning evacuees.

Since V—J Day, particularly, the Los Angeles Office  has been instrumental in 
t o Tc  °-^n^ wi&Gspread and generous interest in such wel fare program. From September, 
19^5» to the present, southern groups have been pra ctically autonomous 
and have carried on a program specifically in line with local needs. At the same 
time they have remained closely allied with the Cen tral Office,and have had its 
continued and full support.

After Fay, the problem of housing returnees was les sened considerably. 
It was made possible for the tfar Department to pro vide a number of vacated army 
installations, and the Federal Housing Authority to  provide unneeded housing pro�
jects and trailer camps.

It became evident that existing provision for those  in need of public assist— 
ance was either inadequate or was not being satisfa ctorily administered. When this 
was pointed, out to the Federal Social Security, th rough whose offices public assist�
ance func,s were being distributed, way and means o f creating a more satisfactory 
procedure were worked out.

, Committee is presently engaged in efforts which m ay assist in securing
additional funds to be administered by Social Secur ity should need arise after the 
present government fiscal year.

Statewide Organization

Following several meetings of the Organizing Commit teo, copies of a pre�
liminary set of Dy-Laws was sent to each organizati on represented at the Sacramento 
Conierence, After much consultation it had been con cluded that the type of coordina�
tion and leadership which a statewide organization would need could best be secured 
if a considerable portion could be found in some al ready established body.

Fair Play Committee, as an emergency, war-time orga nization, felt that 
the t^mes called for a more permanent structure. Th e organizing committee decided 
x-° � American Council on Race Relations to provide lead ership and. guidance
to that permanent structure. ~ -------- -  ---- ----

At the present date (December 15* 19^5) a second, a mended set of suggested 
y—Laws is being drawn up* and will be submitted imm ediately, to the cooperating 

bodies for acceptance or rejection.

Final organization will be effected in January, I �H�, and an ongoing program 
assured. ^ — ��---
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PUBLICATIONS, REPRINTS AND RELEASES 

Used by

COMMITTEE ON. AMERICAN PRINCIPLES AND PAIR PLAY

�.

2�

3.

U.

5.

�.

7.

�.

9.

���

11.

12�

Statement of Purpose and Policy. (See p. 5 of repor t for full description) 
Brochure setting forth the policy of the Committee.  30,000 copies dis�
tributed.

Signed statement by outstanding citizens, a brochur e made up of statements of 
President Roosevelt, Secretary of War Stimson, Col.  Kendall J. Fielder, 
of Military Intelligence, Hawaiian Department, Atto rney General Francis 
Biddle, and others, expressing concern that distinc tion be made between 
law-abiding resident Japanese Americans and our ene my in Japan.

Signed^statements, of � �� Edgar Hoover, of the Federal Bureau of Investigatio n 
and Chief of Policy Gabrielson of Honolulu, testify ing to the lack of 
sabotage in Honolulu on December �, ���*�.

?fo.r Department Release carrying facts concerning Americans of Japanese an�
cestry In the United States Army.

Editorial by Chester Rowell, a reprint from the San  Francisco Chronicle of 
June 14, 19^3» headlined ttMuch Hysteria About Japa nese Americans’1.

A  Balance Sheet on Japanese Evacuation, by Galen M.  Fisher. A  booklet con�
taining reprints of four articles appearing in the Christian Century of 
August IS, and �	, and September 1, and g, ���*�. (l) "Untruths About
Japanese-Americans", (2) n0ur Two Japanose-American  Policies", ( �) "Are the 
Evacuees being Coddled?", and (U) "What Race—Baitin g Costs America".
(Ed. note; With this writing, December, 19^5» order s and requests are 
still coming in for this booklet, from Universities  and libraries through�
out the country. To date there have been 16,500 pri nted, but few still 
to be distributed). •

Truth about the Jap Camps, reprint of an article by  Maxine Davis, Liberty 
Magazine, August �, ��I+�.

Democracy Begins at Home, reprint of two articles f rom Summer editioh, ��I+�, 
of Common Ground! (l) "Get the Evacuees Out", by M.  Margaret Anderson,
(2) "Relocating a People", by Robert W. Erase, of t he Employment Division, 
War Relocation Authority.

Beyond the Horizon» reprint of autobiographical ske tch by Sgt. Yori Wada,
“ appearing in the University of California Alumni Monthly, December, I �U�.

American Fighting Men Speak Out, booklet prepared b y the Committee, made up 
of quotations from letters from service men both Ca ucasian and Nisei, on 
the fighting fronts, expressing their attitudes tow ard the anti-Nisei 
hysteria then being expressed at home.

A Voice That Must Be Heard, an amplification of the  Committee*s "American Men 
Speak Out", prepared by the War Relocation Authorit y, and containing many 
more letters.

Ben Kuroki1s Story, the Committee*s pamphlet editio n of "An Address by Sergeant 
Ben ¿uroki � � the United States Air Force", presented before the Common�
wealth Club, in San Francisco, February U, I �I+U.



I,

k 5» Our How Boarders. reprint from Reader's Digest of March, I �U�, of an

ruery � ��^ p * McEv°y* condensed, from the Baltimore Sunday S un, Feb-

^  F^ s, a sheet prepared by the War Relocation Autho rity in Feb-

IT J ,/'nd revi30d in the spring of ��^	, calling attention to 
l^portaat data concerning Japanese Americans and th eir life in and out 
�� the Relocation Centers,

—  the Japanese Americans, a booklet prepared by the  De-
M n i o n H m !  ij?e � in June, 19i5, "Answering Common Mis-
conceptions Regarding Americans of Japanese Ancestr y*.

^The Test of'A Fred Country», a pamphlet prepared b y the Committee .presenting

Dr* G * Sproul, President of the University of Cal-
on June �� ��^ . ^ ^  � ��� � ����  the Committee, in Los Angeles, California,

17* g£ster^  carrying excerpts from the aforemention ed HThe Test of A  Free Coun-

15.

���

��,

19,

��.

��*

Addresses of D U X o n  S._ flyer. Director, War Relocat ion Authority.
W  Tne Truth About Relocation. (Commonwealth Club, S an Francisco,

��� � �  .« _ August �, I �U�.)
U ;  Racism and Reason. (Meeting sponsored by Committ ee, Los Angeles,

October �, ��I�I�..)

- �S�i ^ L Y Pif0rm' 5°?vl0i of Phot° �raPhs and tort, prepared by the United

^ S l t a r C f i 0 n “ 0rit3r' describing work of Japanese

a prepared and sent out by the American Council on
^ a c e  Relations and the Fair Play Committee, suggest ing specific and

practicai aic.s to returning evacuees. Suggested fo r use by organized 
groups•

~ ?1U  F uijiflc C°ast,' rsPrint from the San Francisc o News
f n i , r f r  �U  Dy-itS TJsaltop ’ *’rank, A * Clarvoe, before the Commonwealth 
Club of California, January ��, 19^5.

Several thousands of copies of additional material,  some provided by the De-
Interior, some by Denominational Presses, and still  others 

°n C°Irrai, tee orders, have been distributed. All w ore as 

^teri i l lvP foP? r  “ di ° Cr ent0d as the foregoing, and c ontributed 
^ h e  C^Li t tee? � ° oonfldenoe lts constituents felt in the work



COMMITTEE ON NATIONAL SECURITY AND FAIR PLAY

Office of the Chairman 
311 California Street 

San Francisco, California 
Sept. 11, 1942

To Vice-Chairmens

Our Committee on National Security and Fair Play wa s formed just 
about a year ago, under the name "Committee on Fair  Play", and 
has worked to good purpose. Five Releases have been  sent to 
several hundred papers and influential persons, and  reprints of 
two articles, together with one Release, have been sent to all 
Members of Congress. Members of the Committee have had numerous 
conferences with both Army and Civil officials in c harge of 
executing the Presidential Order which led to the e vacuation of 
the Japanese. We labored hard, but unsuccessfully, to secure 
selective, instead of indiscriminate, evacuation.

Now that evacuation has been completed, it seems to  me and several 
vice-chairmen whom I have consulted, that our Commi ttee should be 
dissolved; but also, that serious consideration mig ht be given to 
the advisability of bringing about the formation of  a national, 
instead of a regional, committee, specifically adap ted to meet the 
present situation. Our Committee has actually conce rned itself 
almost exclusively fd/bh the Japanese issue. If a n ew nation-wide 
committee were formed, it seems desirable to me and  others that it 
should deal with the constitutional rights of all e nemy aliens, as 
well as with those of Japanese-American citizens; f urthermore, that 
it should give special attention to the resettlemen t of the evacuees 
and their reincorporation into American life.

To make an impression on the nation along these lin es wall manifestly 
require a persistent, well-financed campaign, and t he active support of 

prominent citizens all over the country.

Before reaching any decision on these matters, I am  taking two steps:
1) Asking you and other Vice-Chairmen either to wri te me a letter or 
check the questions on the accompanying sheet; 2) S eeking the judgment 
of well-informed persons in the eastern states as t o whether a new 
national committee for the purpose stated is needed , or whether some 
existing agency can meet the situation. Kindly repl y promptly and 

frankly.

Sincerely yours,

Henry F. Grady
Chairman
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October 24, 1942
1 � � � � � �(� A � � � �

� � � � � � � � 	

To Vice-Chairmen of the Committee on National Secur ity 

and Fair Play:

Re: The future of the Committee and its work

Your replies to my letter asking your opinion regar d�
ing the possible dissolution of this Committee and provision 
for continuing its work indicate a nearly unanimous  opinion 
in favor of dissolution, and a two to one opinion f avorable 
to persuading some existing national agency to cove r the 
field of problems related to the Japanese evacuees and other 
minority and alien groups. Only a few of you favore d making 

our present Committee nationwide.

My consultation with eastern advisers on the questi on 
of the best existing agency to meet the situation p oints to 
the Council for Democracy, of New York. This Counci l is 
headed by Raymond Gram Swing as Honorary Chairman, Ernest 
Angell as President, Lyman Bryson of the Town Hall as Chair�
man of the Executive Committee and Evans Clark as E xecutive 
Secretary. The Board of Directors includes three of  our 
Vice-Chairmen - Dr. Millikan, President Sproul and Mr.
Rowell. It also has from five to twenty representat ives 
in various categories, such as education, religion,  journal�
ism, labor, law, business, public affairs, radio, t he arts 

and sciences.

A  letter from Mr. Angell says: ”We feel that we cou ld 
take on the additional problem of the Japanese evac uees, and 
perhaps contribute substantially to its solution, i f the 
conditions were right. No one on the staff here has  first�
hand knowledge of the situation, and therefore the staff 
would have to be enlarged to include such an execut ive. He 
could not operate effectively without substantial a llowance 
for travel expense, and all in all, I do not see ho w we could 
do a creditable job in this field without a supplem entary an�
nual budget of approximately $12,000. Raising this amount of 
money in the East is made particularly difficult, s ince the 
problem is not acute here. Do you believe that the sum 
mentioned could be secured from interested parties in the 

West Coast states?”



To Vice-Chairmen -2-
Committee on National Security and Fair Play

Fortunately, I was able to confer with Mr. Angell a  
week ago in New York and was favorably impressed wi th him 
and with the character of the Council for Democracy . It 
seems to me we should now move vigorously toward tr ying to 
secure at least half of the $ ������ required to enable the 
Council to undertake the task.

Mr. Angell strongly desires to add a number of repr e�
sentative persons from the West Coast to the Counci l’s Board 
of Directors and will also be looking for a suitabl e person 
to head up the new activities as soon as the necess ary funds 
are in sight.

As a first step, I am asking the following persons to 
serve as a special committee to secure funds: Alfre d J. 
Lundberg, President Aurelia H. Reinhardt, Rabbi Irv ing F. 
Reichart, and Maurice E. Harrison. They have all si gnified 
their willingness to serve. Any aid that you can re nder 
will be greatly appreciated by them and by myself.

Since



'��
EVACUATION PROBLEMS

Ro wiTtnft nf C n n i ^ m ^  wi-fe -eol � W, L. Mft îll- Jr ,, Director of Evaouation, 
at Presidio, San Francisco, on March,. IQ, 1942, - by roproscntattei, of~l?bm- 
mittoo on National Security and Fair Play, followin g up an oarlior oon- 
forendo^otwoon him and othor Govornmont officials a nd Chairman Henry F. 

Grady,

Participating wore: Monroo E.JDoutsoh, Alfrod-J. Lu ndborg, Chester H. 
Rowell, Maurico E. Harrison, Jesse II, _ Sto inhart, Galon M, Fishor.
Pros, Sproul was detained at the last moment.

A memorandum on ”Selective Evacuation of Jnpanoso-Amorioan Citizons" had boon 
tHTrr^r^Tnd^arLacItc^Clclonol Magi11. He made a car eful statement of the Army’s 
policy, and answered questions with courtesy and fr anknoss for an hour. The 
main conclusions omerging w ore approximately as fol lows:

1, No Hearing Boards" in  advanoopf .Gva.Quation,ac, qgptablo to Army, for dither 
citizens or alieiTjapStnoso. Although no assurances  wore given that Hearings would 
bo allowed for citizen Japanese at the Roooption Co ntors, wo felt that there was 
a slight chance that they would bo, provided wo cou ld propose a water-proof plan 
for impartial and competent Hearing Boards. Dr, Gra dy has therefore approvod 

making the attempt to do so.

2. Japanese whether citizens or a l i ensnow serving i n essential posts, such as 
in Federal bureaus connected with defense, will bo exempt from evacuation if 
their "record is clear. Half Japanese (Eurasians) v ouchod for by reputable 
oitizons"*lmd innocent of suspicious conduct likely  to bo exempt,

3# Personal property to bo protected by the Federal  Reserve Bank, as specified 
in the announcements issued March 11th. Enemy alien s should refrain from sacri�
ficing properties and depend on Fedoral authorities  to advise them.

4« Completion of naturalization of aliens who have takon out second papors has 
boon hold up in thousands of cases by congestion of  Govornmont bureaus. Army 
is urging this be corrected at once by ongaging mor e clerks and by prompt Court 
action. Meanwhile, the Army proposes to allow some leoway of time so that 
evacuation of such persons may bo avoided. Aliens w ho havo taken out only first 
papors stand no show of being loft alone. Refugee G ormans and Italians, howovor 
distinguished and anti-Nazi„ likewise subject to ev acuation, (Some members of 
the Committee felt strenuous efforts should continu e to be made to soouro exemp�
tion for obviously anti-Nazi, anti-Fascist aliens, especially those now serving 
in colleges.

5. Plans for rosottlomont being prossod by the Fede ral agencies and soon should 
bo ready for announcement. Groups of Japanese roady  to resettle on their own 
should go ahead after clearing with the Fedoral aut horities as to site, finances, 
personnel, etc* Army opposes precipitate action. Ma ny colonies will consti�
tute self-contained communities, utilizing professi onal as well as agricul�
tural workers.

�. Magill and his associates have spent hours confer ring with Japaneso-Amorican 
Citizohs League as to taking load in organizing bot h first and sooond generation 
for resettlement, boginning with an occupational ce nsus of colonists.

7. The authorities will vrolcomo aid from tho churc hes and Friends Service Com�
mittee r~~lie thanked the Church representatives fo r offers of help contained in 
Momo~given Magill on March � by Horron Smith, Chapman, Doubleday, Richardson an d 
Fishor, and said ho would acknowledge tho March 9 l ottor from Northorn California 
friends.

�. Japanoso collogc studonts may possibly bo allowed  to complete present semes�
ter but must then be ovacuatod.

Dr, Robert A, Millikan has accepted appointment as a  vice ohairman,
Galon M, Fishor, Secretary.



EVACUATION PROBLEMS

Resume of Conference with Col. W. L. Magill, Jr., D irector of E&af&ation, 
at Presidio, San Francisco, on March 10, 1942, by r epresentati-\*pa if Com�
mittee on National Security and Fair Play, followin g up an earner  f con- 
ference between him and other Government officials and Cha 

Grady.

!

Participating were: Monroe E. Deutsch, Alfred J. Lu ndberg,Jffiester H.
Rowell, Maurice E. Harrison, Jesse H. Steinhart, Ga len M. lusher. Pres.
Sproul was detained at the last moment.

A memorandum on "Selective Evacuation of Japanese-A merican Citizens" had been 
given in advance to Colonel Magill. He made a caref ul statement of the Army's 
policy, and answered questions with courtesy and fr ankness for an hour. The main 
conclusions emerging were approximately as follows:

1. No Hearing Boards in advance of evacuation accep table to Army, for. either 
citizens or alien Japanese. Although no assurances were given that Hearings would 
be allowed for citizen Japanese at the Reception Ce nters, we felt that there was a 
slight chance that they would be, provided we could  propose a water-proof plan for 
impartial and competent Hearing Boards. Dr. Gracfy has therefore approved making 

the attempt to do so.

• Japanese whether citizens or aliens now serving i n essential posts, such as in 
ederal bureaus connected with defense, will be exem pt from evacuation if their 
ecord is clear. Half Japanese (Eurasians) vouched f or by reputable citizens
nd innocent of suspicious conduct likely to be exem pt.

• Personal property to be protected by the Federal Reserve Bank, as specified in 
the announcements issued March 11th. Enemy aliens s hould refrain from sacrificing 
properties and depend on Federal authorities to adv ise them.

4. Completion of naturalization of aliens who have taken out second papers has 
been held up in thousands of cases by congestion of  Government bureaus. Army is 
urging this be corrected at once by engaging more o lerks and by prompt Court action. 
Meanwhile, the Army proposes to allow some leeway o f time so that evacuation of 
such persons may be avoided. Aliens who have token out only first papers stand no 
show of being left alone. Refugee Germans and Itali ans, however distinguished and 
anti-Nazi, likewise subject to evacuation. (Some me mbers of the Committee felt 
strenuous efforts should continue to be made to sec ure exemption for obviously 
anti-Nazi, anti-Fascist aliens, especially those no w serving in colleges.

5. Plans for resettlement being pressed by the Fede ral agencies and soon should 
bo ready for announcement. Groups of Japanese ready  to resettle on their own 
should go ahead after clearing with the Federal aut horities as to site, finances, 
personnel, etc. Army, opposes precipitate action. M any colonies will constitute 
self-contained communities, utilizing professional as well as agricultural workers.

6. Magill and his associates have spent hours confe rring with Japanese-American 
Citizens League as to taking lead in organizing bot h first and second generation 
for resettlement, beginning with an occupational ce nsus of colonists.

7. The authorities will welcome aid from the church es and Friends Service Commit�
tee. He thanked the Church representatives for offe rs of help contained in Memo 
given Magill on March 2nd by Herron Smith, Chapman,  Doubleday, Richardson and 
Fisher, and said he would acknowledge the March 9 l etter from Northern California 

friends.

8. Japanese college students may possibly be allowe d to complete present semester 

but must then be evacuated.

Dr. Robert A. Millikan has accepted appointment as ’ ' � Galen M. Fisher,
Secy.
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O N

AM ERICAN PRINCIPLES AND 

FAIR PLAY

The Committee on American Principles and Fair 

Play vigorously endorses the following government 

policies. I t is our conviction that these policies 

strengthen the war effort of the nation and are in 

line with our democratic traditions, based upon the 

federal Constitution.

1. Continued segregation of all disloyal persons 

of J apanese ancestry, in order to insure max�

imum national security.

", . . . all known subversive J apanese (should) be 

immediately segregated and removed from existing 

relocation camps and be confined in special deten�

tion camps for the duration of the war with 

J apan.”

. . . .  Special House Committee of California 

Representatives: Costello, Englebright, 

Tolan, Izac, and Anderson.

(I .N .S. Washington, May 12, 1943)

. . . Immediate internment of all disloyal J ap�

anese.”

. . . .  Recommendation by Senator Albert B. 

Chandler to Senate Military Affairs 

Committee.

(A.P . Washington, May 7, 1943)

2. The full recognition of the constitutional rights 

of loyal Americans of J apanese ancestry who 

have served in the armed forces of the United 

States.

"I t  is the inherent right of every faithful citizen, 

regardless of ancestry, to bear arms in the nation’s 

battle.”

. . . .  Henry L . Stimson, Secretary of War.

"T he first prisoner of war taken by the United 

States was captured by a Hawaiian?born J apanese 

American national guardsman, who overpowered 

the operator of a J apanese submarine, while patrol�

ling a Hawaiian beach on Dec. 7, 1941.”

. . . .  United Press, April 22, 1943.



"I  have never had more whole?hearted, serious? 

minded cooperation from any troops than I have 

received from my present command.”

. . . .  L t. Colonel Farrant L . Turner, commanding 

100th Inf. Battalion, U .S.A., formed from 

Americans of J apanese ancestry.

"Y our  record in battle has been marked by one 

outstanding achievement after another. You are 

always thinking of your country before yourselves. 

. . .  You have written a brilliant chapter in the 

history of America’s fighting men.”

. . . . L t. General Mark W . Clark, Commander 

of the Fifth Army, upon the occasion of 

the presentation of a citation to the 

100th Battalion in the vicinity of Bel�

vedere, Italy, J une 20, 1944.

3. The opportunity for loyal Americans of J ap�
anese ancestry to resettle in the manner 
which, in the judgment of the federal gov�
ernment and in recognition of their constitu�
tional rights, can make the greatest contribu�
tion to the national economy.

"I n  accordance with the directive in the Presi�

dential Executive Order which created the Agency, 

the War Relocation Authority has developed pro�

cedures which are aimed at bringing about the 

relocation into normal communities of the largest 

possible number of the evacuated people consistent 

with the national security.”

. . . .  Dillon S. Myer, Director War Relocation 

Authority. J une 9, 1943.

"E very loyal American citizen should be given 

the opportunity to serve this country wherever 

his skills will make the greatest contribution—  

whether it be in the ranks of the armed forces, 

war production, agriculture, government service, 

or other work essential to the war effort.”

. . . .  President Franklin D . Roosevelt,

February 1, 1943, commenting on the 

organization of the War Department’s 

combat unit for J apanese Americans.

4. Fair P lay for Americans of J apanese ancestry 
who are loyal.

"T he mass evacuation of J apanese did not imply 

disloyalty on the part of all J apanese and it does 

not appear either right or in accord with the A m�

erican conception of democracy to retain these 

loyal ones in restrictive custody, . . . . ”

. . . .  Colonel William P. Scobey, War Depart�

ment General Staff.

"H aving been in charge of military intelligence 

activities since J une, 1941, I am in a position to 

know what has happened. There have been no 

known acts of sabotage, espionage, or fifth column 

activities committed by the J apanese in Hawaii 

either on or subsequent to December 7, 1941.” 

. . . .  Colonel Kendall J . Fielder, Assistant 

Chief of Staff for Military Intelligence, 

Hawaiian Department.

"T he Americans of J apanese origin are an invalu�

able element in our population; I  welcome their 

presence, and regret the bitter necessity of imposing 

on the trustworthy and loyal majority of nisei the 

restraints which are made needful by the bad be�

havior and evil repute of a minority . . . .  I wel�

come the policies of our government which are de�

signed to relieve the nisei of discriminatory re�

strictions as rapidly and fairly as possible.” 

. . . .  J oseph C . Grew, former United States 

Ambassador to J apan, April ��� 1943.

W e support these government policies.

The Committee has taken no position on any suggest�

ion that persons of J apanese ancestry be returned to 

the Pacific Coast at this time. We have confidence 

in the present policies of the War Department, and 

will support the War Department if and when it 

decides that national security will warrant such 

return.

Our primary concern is to insure the application of 

the following principles to the solution of these 

problems.

(1) Attacks upon the constitutional rights of any 

minority tend to undermine the rights of the 

majority;

(2) Attempts to deprive any law?abiding citizen 

of his citizenship because of racial descent are 

contrary to fundamental American principles 

and jeopardize the citizenship of others;

(3) Legislation to deprive Americans of J apanese

j descent of any of their legal rights would set a

W  precedent for depriving other racial groups of

their rights and would weaken the confidence 

of our allies, particularly those in Asia and 

Latin America, in the sincerity of our pro�

fessions to be fighting for the rights of all 

peoples;

(4) I t is un?American to penalize persons of J ap�

anese descent in the United States solely for 

the crimes of the Government and military 

caste of J apan.



The Committee on American Principles and Fair�

Play was formed to support and defend the consti�

tutional rights of law?abiding persons of oriental�

descent in the United States and particularly of the�

Tapanese American evacuees. Persons desiring to aid�

the educational program of the Committee either�

through financial contribution or volunteer service�

should write to the Executive Secretary at:

465 California Street, San Francisco 4, California

�����	��� ��	���	��
Dr. Robert Gordon Sproul�

��	���	�
Mr. Maurice E . Harrison X �

� � ���������� ��	���	��
VD r. Arthur Cushman McGiffert, J r.

Mrs. Wallace Alexander�

/Miss Leila Anderson�

Bishop J ames C . Baker�

Mrs. Nina Bancroft�

General David P. Barrows�

Mr. Frank S. Bayley�

Dr. Benjamin W . Black�

Mr. Harold A . Black�

Mr. Allen C . Blaisdell

Rabbi Edgar F. Magnin�

Mr. Philip N . McCombs�

* M̂r. P. G . McDonnell�

Mrs. Alfred McLaughlin�

Mr. E . B. McNaughton�

Mrs. Robert McWilliams�

Mr. Ben R . Meyer�

¿D r . Robert A . Millikan�

Dr. William B. Munro
Mr. Alien oiaisucu. �� � , . , ,  ,
Most Rev. T. , (�� �� �' �� � 3�D .D . Mr. J oseph A . Murphy
� �� �� � "�" (� , (� , (� B � 6�	MN����

Mr. Philip M. Connelly�

Mr. J oe Crail, J r.

M̂r. Homer D . Crotty�

Mr. Bartley C . Crum�

V#r. Monroe E. Deutsch�

Mr. Henry Duque�

Mrs. J osephine Duveneck�

Mr. Henry E lliott, J r.�

Div E . C . Farnham�

yMr. Galen M. Fisher�

Mr. Ralph T . Fisher�

Dr. Sandford Fleming�

Mr. Frank S. Gaines�

Dr. Henry F. Grady�

Dr. Chester E . Green�

Mr. Gerald H . Hagar�

Mr. Samuel M. Haskins�

Mrs. Ruby Heide�

Mr. George Ç̂. H jelte�

Dr. J . H ugh J ackson�

Mr. Will C . J ames�

Mr. George G. Kidwell�

Dr. Tully C . Knoles�

Mr. Robert A . Leet�

Dr. Vere V . Loper�

Mr. Alfred J- Lundberg

Mr. Richard M. Neustadt�

Mr. J ames R . Page�

Bishop Edward L. Parsons�

V M ff Richard R . Perkins�

B̂ribbi Irving F. Reichert�

���r. Aurelia H . Reinhardt ,̂�

l^Mr. Chester H . Rowell�

Mr. A . B. Ruddock�

Mr. J ohn Henry Russell�

Mr. Harry S. Scott�

Mr. Mendel B. Silberberg�

Dr. J esse Steiner�

Bishop W . Bertrand Stevens�

Dr. Paul S. Taylor�

Mr. J oseph S. Thompson�

Rev. Donald H . Tippett�

Mrs. Maynard Toll�

Mr. August Vollmer�

Dr. Rufus B. von KleinSmid�

^M r . Irving M. Walker�

Mr. Walter Wanger�

• Miss Annie Clo W atson ^�

Father Edward J . Whelan�

Mr. H . F. Whittle�

Dr. Ray Lyman Wilbur �

Mr. George Wilson

y ? Mr. C . C ŶPung

«̂ Mrs. Ruth W . Kingman, ����������������	���
Mrs. Katherine F. Kaplan, ���������� ������	���

������ �!��

������+��� 6899
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Enclosed you will find a brief history of the Fair Play 
Committee which was prepared for tha purpnaa �# j ?ur
members know how our program has developed over the  past three

feel that we read it with satisfaction, and hope 
that all of our members share that feeling.
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At a meeting of the Executive Committee held in Ber keley 
on December ��, 19̂ -5* it was decided to close the central office  
of the Committee on December 20, 19^5» and to accep t the resignar 
tion of the Executive Secretary on December ��, ���	.

As you know this organization was formed to meet an  emer�
gency, That emergency has now passed.

As residents of Japanese ancestry are returning to the 
Pacific Coast it is gratifying to note that an incr easing number 
of civic organizations and welfare agencies are dev eloping pro�
grams which will help them re-establish themselves in our com�
munities.

May we urge you to join w ith whatever civic or welf are 
groups you may find in your community, to assure th e develop�
ment and application of such programs?

Fe thank you f or your interest and help. Without y our 
support, and that of hundreds of other members we c ould not have 
developed such a comprehensive program. Thank you a gain and I 
speak for your fellow members as well as for the Ex ecutive Com�
mittee,

�� $ �/ $ �� � �& � � �� �

g g $ � � � - � very sincerely yours,

� � � �� � � � �� � �� �

Mrs, Ruth W. Kingman 
Executive Secretary
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JL BRIEF HISTORICAL REPORT OF THE 

PACIFIC COAST

COMMITTEE ON AMERICAN PRINCIPLES AND FAIR PLAY

October 1, 19^1 - December 15» 19^5 

Prepared by Rath W. Kingman» Executive Secretary of  the Committee

That tensions between the United States Government and Japan were felt in 
California as early as October of 19^1, was indicat ed in a release issued on 
October 1̂ of that year by the Northern California Committee on Fair Play for Citizens 
and Aliens of Japanese Ancestry.

Signed by its chairman, General David Prescott Barr ows, the release called 
upon fair-minded Californians to combat discriminat ion against their fellow residents 
of Japanese race. Its introductory paragraph follow s:

”....One by-product of the current tension between Japan and the 
United States is of special concern to California* and may affect the 
morale of our armed forces. It is this: popular res entment toward 
Japan may find expression in greater discrimination  or even physical 
violence against fellow-residents of Japanese extra ction, distrust of 
the Japanese Government being transferred to all pe rsons of Japanese 
race. A moment’s thought will show that such animus  would be not 
only unAmerican, but also a menace to public welfar e and the good name 
of our State,”

On December ��, 19̂ -1» three weeks � � � � 	 � Pearl Harbor, the Fair Play Com�
mittee, under the new name of Committee on National  Security and Fair Play, issued 
a further release, the introductory paragraph of wh ich read:

’’The central objective of our Committee on Fair Pl ay has been 
supported by the California public, even under the stress of Japan1s 
treacherous attack. Californians have kept their he ads. There have 
been few if any serious denials of civil rights to either aliens or 
citizens of Japanese race, on account of the war. T he American 
tradition of fair play has been observed.”

The release expressed satisfaction on the following  points:

1, ”A11 of the organs of public influence and infor mation, press, 
pulpit, school, radio, etc., have discouraged mob v iolence and have 
pleaded for tolerance and justice for all,”

2, ”Federal and local officials charged with mainta ining order and 
suppressing subversive activities have shown both v igor and sympa�
thetic consideration in the fulfillment of their du ty.”

�, ”Private civic agencies have acted promptly to ha ndle the many 
difficulties encountered by Japanese residents on a ccount of necessary 
wartime restrictions on persons and property....”

” .... This Committee is not concerned either to appraise or to guarantee
the loyalty to the United States of citizens or res ident aliens, whether they be of 
the Japanese or any other race. Espionage or subver sive activities by Japanese 
residents, or by anyone else, should be reported as  a matter of course to the F.B.I. 
or the local police, and they, not private individu als or vigilantes, should be left 
to take protective measures. UTe believe in order u nder law, not under violence or 
caprice,”



On March �, ��U�, a detailed statement of this Committee^"welcomed^ the^ 
President * s proclamation of February 20th* placin g all residents in vital military 
areas under the control of the Secretary of War and  the military commanders....As 
Californians, no less than as American citizens, we  accept it as a wise solution of 
the vexed problem of handling enemy aliens and dang erous citizens,n

This appeal was prepared for the Committee by Galen  M. Fisher. No account 
of the work of the Fair Play Committee could be con sidered complete without special 
reference to the tireless efforts put into its prog ram by Dr. Fisher. His leader�
ship in all phases of the Committee*s activities ha s always inspired the people wiio 

have been privileged to work with him.

In the March 3 release, it was suggested that (l) i n the event of evacuation 
....evacuated persons be committed to civilian gove rnmental agencies rather than 
military« (2) the removal of aliens and citizens be  kept at the minimum consistent 
wltEmrfitary necessity and national security, ( �) "The integrity of our ration and 
anrth'e liberties guaranteed by it axe at stake. It  is a national fight, and only 
the Government should call the signals. In the spir it of the President*s proclama�
tion, it behooves us all— public officials and priva te citizens alike— to set up 
no impediments the way of the military and other Fe deral authorities, and to 
place ourselves at their command....Engaged as we a re in a life and death struggle 
to preserve our hard-won democratic heritage, we sh ould be traitors if we flouted 
democratic principles of Justice and humanity in ou r treatment of either aliens, or 
citizons, even under the stress of war. We, therefo re, appeal to our official 
representatives � municipal, county, state, and national, and to our  fellow—citizens 
of whatever origin, to maintain order under law and  the re jec t  for persons summed 
up in the words "Fair Play”.

When the policy of the federal government, as worke d out by the War Reloca�
tion Authority, permitted the persons of Japanese a ncestry who had been excluded 
from the Pacific Coast to resettle inland, consider able objections were raised by the 
residents of the inland communities. It appeared to  members of the Committee that 
a more widely representative organization than they  had.thus far affected would have 
to carry on an effedtive program. With that end in mind, the Committee on National 
Security and Fair Play was dissolved on January 8, 19^3» to make way for a larger, 
stronger organization.

In a letter to the vice-chairmen of the committee, written on January 8, 
194”, the chairman, Dr, Grady, said "We may believe  that we have exercised a moder�
ating influence on both public opinion and governme nt authorities, and helped avert 
mob violence against Japanese residents, which was a prime objective of the original 
founders of our Committee."

The Pacific Coast Committee on American Principles and Fair Play

The Pacific Coast Committee on American Principles and Fair Play was organ�
ized on January E �,195-3, in San Francisco, as an outgrowth of the Co mmittee on 
National Security and Fair Play.

All persons of Japanese ancestry had been evacuated  from the Pacific Coast. 
The hue and cry had been raised which, if successfu l, would permanently prevent 
their return. The traditionally anti—Oriental bodie s of California, among them the 
Native Sons and Daughters of the Golden West, the S tate Grange, *nd some of our 
patriotic organizations and their affiliates, were busily at work memorializing 
Congress and the State Legislature in efforts to br ing about discriminatory legis�
lation. Many well-meaning, sincere, frightened and angry persons were being swept 
into hysterial attitudes by professional agitators whose sponsorship revealed an 
economic interest in the permanent absence of Japan ese American competition, prin�

cipally in agriculture*
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I f the Committee wished, to prove effective* it was clear that a definite�
program* organized and administered from established headquarters would have to be�
adopted. To that end, such headquarters were established at 469 California Street,�
San Francisco, and a temporary executive office set up in the University of Cali�
fornia Young Women*s christian Association in Berkeley, California, An Executive�
SGcretary was employed and the work of the Committee has continued, to date, w m�
the framework of the organization then effected,

POLICY

The policy and program of the Committee were based upon the premise that, 
given full and accurage information, even on'the mo st controversial subjects, the 
average American, if he has been reared in the demo cratic tradition, will remain 
fair-minded in the face of prejudice.

Surrounded by war-inflamed prejudice and with littl e accurate information 
available with which to combat it, the Committee wa s faced with the necessity of 
producing its own weapons, instructing its members in their use and directing the 
ensuring campaign.

The long standing anti—Oriental position of many We st Coast groups had 
produced large quantities of anti—Japanese and anti —Nisei propaganda. Most of it 
had appeared in the press, notably in the Hearst an d McClatchy papers, much in com�
mittee and organization reports, some in radio and on the screen, A s a result, with 
the advent of War with Japan, there was much inflam matory material available, but 
relatively little that was objective and factual.

The Committee decided to make all possible use of t he excellent statements 
which were being made by War Department officials, and Army Intelligence Officers, 
Justice Department representatives, Intelligence Of ficers and other government of�
ficials, whose attitude could be expected to carry much weight with sincere persons 
who were willing to listen to facts. As such statem ents were compiled, it became 
clear that if the material was to be widely distrib uted and accepted, a formidable, 
task-of public relations lay ahead.

The Fair Play Committee (as it has become generally  known) found itself act�
ing as an unofficial public relations representativ e of the War Department, the 
Justice Department', the State Department, the War Relocation Authority, and anjr 
other government body or civil servant whoso respon sibility it was to express a 
considered opinion concerning persons of Japanese a ncestry in the United States.

" As a matter of policy, the work of the Committee was closely geared to the 
policies of the federal government, which it hearti ly endorsed and supported. It 
was, therefore, natural that the Program of the Com mittee was developed within 
specific chronological periods indicated by War Dep artment decisions, and that the 
Methods used were calculated to liberalize and stre ngthen government policies as 
well as to increase their acceptance.

PEOGI&M

Chronological Timetable.

Period I. (February 19, 1942 to December 18, 1944.)
Covering the period from the issuing of the Preside ntial Order 
which authorized the evacuation of all persons of J apanese an�
cestry from the Pacific Coast to

Period II. (December 18, 19^ bo August l4, 19 5̂*)
Covering the period following the Recession of the general order�
and the substitution Of individual exclusion orders, up to

Period III.(August l4, 1945 to December 15, 1945)
The period following the surrender of Japan and the  lifting of all 
exclusion orders.

- 3 -
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(February 19» 19^«» to December 18, 194R)

Membership.

Obviously, the Committee’s first task was the creat ion of a wide organiza— 
tion. Decisions were reached which called for mobil ization of all existing sym�
pathetic opinion. It was felt that membership shoul d be drawn from a wide constitu�
ency, and should include outstanding representative s of Labor, Education, Religion, 
and Industry. To thid end, hundreds of letters were  sent out, and the Executive 
Secretary spent severaljgflflka-conferring with com munity leaders from Seattle to Los 
Angolfesi; Organizations, such as the Pasadena Fair  Play Committee, and the Fresno 
Fair rlMr Committee expressed a desire to join in t he wider organization, and their 
memberships became the.backbone, and from time to t ime the spokesmen, of the entire 
group* committees ih Sahta Barbara, San Jose» Sadi^ amento were encouraged in their 
organizing, as were smaller groups ���Palos Verdes and several other outlying conh* 
munitiee*

Categories of membership were established, ranging from Student memberships, 
with annual dues of $1,00, through Regular membersh ips (dues $2,00 per year), and 
Sustaining Memberships (dues $10,00 per year). The amount of financial support 
received through these memberships, plus a*few*mode rate gifts, and later generous 
Foundation grants, made it possible for the Committ ee to print, mimeograph or raul- 
tigraph and distribute over ������� pieces of material containing woll documented 
statements and facts in support of the government’s  policy,

(The treasurer of the Committee is Harry S, Scott, President of the General 
Steamship Corporation of San Francisco. All financi al transactions of the Com�
mittee have been under his supervision and the book s have boen addited.annually by 
Long and Wyman, certified public accountants, / �� Montgomery Street, San Francisco)

With leaders in Church, Education, Labor and Busine ss recognizing the Com�
mittee as a dependable source of information concer ning the evaouees, the Executive 

the middle of June, 19^3» was so pressed with reque sts for material and 
guidance, that an office secretary was secured, to handle much of the detail in�
volved.

Preparation of Material and Determination, of polic y.

One of the most useful pieces of material prepared by the Committee was 
the statement drawn up and published on June 15, ����. Outlining the principles 
upon which the organization was based, it provided the yardstick by which all 
subsequent action of the~Cummitiree wn sr-measured?- -»Mgre -than ten thousand copies 
of the original statement, plus several thousand mo re» as it was later brought up 
to date, have been distributed. A  portion of the st atement is as follows:

”�ur primary concern is to insure the application of the following 
principles to the solution of these problems, (ed, note: Problems concerning 
lawabiding persons of Japanese ancestry.)

(1) Attacks upon the constitutional rights of any m inority tend to 
undermine the rights of the majority;

(�) Attempts to deprive any law-abiding citizen of hi s citizenship 
because of racial descent are contrary to fundament al American 
principles and jeopardize the citizenship of others ;

(3) Legislat ion to deprive Americans of Japanese d escent of any of 
their legal rights would set a precedent for depriv ing other 
rr.qial groups of their rights and would weaken the  confidence 
of our allies, particularly those in Asia and Latin  America, 
in the sincerity of our professions to be fighting for the 
rights of all peoples;



(U) It is un-American to penalize persons of Japane se descent in 
the United States solely for the crimes of the Gove rnment and 
military caste of Japan.

With the distribution of the foregoing Statement of  Policy, the Commit�
tee established its interest in the attitudes of po licy-making bodies , whether civic, 
religious, or governmental. While many of its membe rs were associated in one way 
or another with groups whose primary interests incl uded problems of welfare, often 
effecting the evacuees, it was decided that the pro gram of the Committee would be 
limited to the support of the rights of Americans o f Japanese ancestry, rather than 
to.'include a program of welfare and/or personal se rvice to the evacuees.

(See attached sheet for list of material prepared a nd distributed by the Committee)

Much of the work was done through other organizatio ns, whose members made 
use- of the factual material provided by the Pair P lay Committee* Church groups, 
student organizations, labor unions and various civ ic bodies were advised, upon 
their own request, as to what might be done through  their own channels, to develop 
unbiased attitudes toward the Japanese Americans.

In order that the Committee might feel sure that th e suggestions made were 
in full accord with the government’s wartime polici es, certain members of the Advisoy 
Board, and Executive Committee, as well as the Exec utive Secretary, kept in touch 
with both the War Department and the Federal Bureau  of Investigation.

On several occasions Advisory Board members met wit h members of the General 
Staff of the Western Defense Command. Th© Executive  Secretary conferred with 
Assistant Secretary of War John McCloy and with Att orney General Francis Biddle in 
Washington. All of the Committee’s releases were se nt to representatives of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation in San Francisco. A t all times, excellent relations 
were maintained with the Department of the Interior  and the War Relocation Authority, 
and upon one occasion, Secretary of the Interior Ha rold Iekes met with the Advisory 
Board in San Francisco.

Because its members felt confidence in the governme nt’s policy as adminis�
tered by the War Relocation Authority, much of the Committee’s work during 19̂ -3» and 
1944 was .concentrated upon an interpretation of tha t agency’s program. Faced with 
an overwhelmingly difficult administrative task, W. R.A. also had to meet a wartime 
Congress, and an indifferent or openly hostile pres s, not to mention repeated attacks 
by the Dies Committee and its state-sized counterpa rt in -California.

When the War Department, largely as a result of eff orts of Assistant 
Secretary of War, McCloy, activated an all Nisei Co mbat Unit in the Army, one of the 
main objectives of the Committee was gained. The ri ght of loyal citizens to serve 
in the armed forces was established.

Tremendous pressure was directed at Washington to p revent the acceptance 
•of Nisei in the Army, The anti-Nisei forces well k new that a large step had been 
taken in restoring rights which would eventually le ad to the return of Japanese 
Americans to the Pacific Coast.

Approximately one—half of the material released by the Fair Play Committee 
during 1 9 ^ 3 and 19*l4 referred to Nisei in the armed  services. Many articles and 
releases were in support of the rights of the Nisei  servicemen and his law-abiding 
parents.^ As the unsurpassed record of the +'��0$ Infantry has become familiar to 
the American public, and the exploits of the Intell igence units in the South 
Pacific ha be been recounted, there has been a erko d decrease in anti-Nisei agita�
tion, even on the West Coast. In 19^‘3""^9^» fcowev er, that record was only in the 
making.
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Both the War Department and the War Relocation Auth ority have done an out— 
standing job of publicising the record of the Nisei  servicemen. That record has done 
more than any or everything else to convince “hosti le Westerners that the War Depart�
ment has sound reasons for disagreementmth General DeWitt*s ill advised statement 
that MA Jap is a Jap!f.

nIf and When”.

War Department responsibility for ordering the evac uation was always recog�
nized by the general public.

y&r ^spurtment responsibility for the return of the  evacuees has still to 
be recognized hy many.

Th© Committee at no time questioned the right or wr ong of evacuation as 
ordered. However» it did contend that if and when t he order was rescinded» th® 
evacuees fehould be allowed to return. 3?o that end » material was prepared and dis�
tributed, pointing out the contributions the law-ab iding Japanese Americans would 
oe acle to make to the war effort and to national u nity, if and when the War Depart�
ment permitted their return. * —

Strong opposition was presented in portions of the press and by telegrams 
to the President and in letters to Congressmen. Res olutions (strangely similar in 
forehand content) were passed by Boards of Supervis ors, Chambers of Commerce,
American Legion Posts, and many other organizations , strongly protesting any return 
of evacuees.^ All predicted dire results to the nat ion .at large, to the Pacific 
Coast specifically, and last but not least, to any person of Japanese ancestry who 
might appear in the evacuated area, should the orde r be rescinded.

Up and down the Pacific Coast, other groups, stimul ated by the Committee, 
were taking measures, openly and privately, assurin g the War Department, the War 
Relocation Authority, and the Western Dgfense Comma 'nd that the mjaority of the 
pe-pie living on the Pacific Coast wore willing to abide by the decisions of the 
War Department in time of War. Assurances were made  by some lavrenforcement bodies, 
and particularly by the Attorneys General of the st ates of Washington, Oregon, and 
California, that if and when the evacuation order w as rescinded, law and order would 
be maintained. (See Period II and Period III for fu rther report on law enforcement).

During this period, itisei in uniform, and later me mbers of their immediate 
families who had been cleared by the military, were  permitted to return to the 
evacuated area. Strong groups in the Northwest, ^pa rticularly in Seattle, were out�
spoken in support of the rights of the servicemen. The Committee membership in 
Washington and Oregon remained small— in Washington because existing groups were 
already doing effective work, in Oregon because of the distance between the Execu�
tive office in California and Portland, where some of the bitterest anti—Nisei or�
ganizations originated.

In December of 19^3 an executive office was set up in L q S Angeles to serve 
southern California, and in � ! � �"� I �UH, a strong committee was organized in that city.

As nearly one half of the Japanese Americans evacua ted from California left 
from Los Angeles County, it was highly important th at feeling against their right 
to return should not crystalize if and when they we re permitted to do so, There�
fore, the formation of a strong Fair Play Committee , whose efforts could be added 
to those already being made by the other civic, rel igious and educational groups in 
the Los Angeles area, was timely and effective.

PERIOD II.
(December 18, 19W ,  to August lU, ��U	)

Almost simultaneously with the rescission of the ex clusion order by the 
War Department, (December 18, ��UU) came an announcement by the War Relocation
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Authority that all Relocation Centers would close b y December, I �U	.

There was no longer any question as to the right of  the evacuees to return.

All of the persons and organizations who had been t rying by every means 
possible to prevent the return of law-abiding Japan ese Americans had been shown by 
War Department action, that they had failed utterly . They now found themselves in 
the embarrassing position of opposing the War Pepar tment in time of war.

The Committee, however, had always based its progra m on mobilization of 
support for the War Department if and when a rescis sion of the Exclusion would be 
announced.'

Thus the work of the Committee was, overnight, chan ged from an “if and 
when11 to a “when" basis. The law-abiding people wh ose rights had been obscured 
during the dark days of group suspicion were enjoyi ng the support of the War De�
partment, andthe work of the Committee became easie r.

In December of 19^»  the Executive Committee, togeth er with several memr* 
bers of the Advisory Board, met to consider the pro blems which would face the 
returnees. It was felt that, inasmuch as the federa l government had moved the 
evacuees out, government agencies could be expected  to assist in their return,

Government Responsibility for Evacuee Aid

Shortly after the announcement of the closing of th e Relocation Centers, 
certain problems presented themselves to the evacue es as they planned to return to 
their homes. More than half were expected to resett le elsewhere, but most of 
those remaining in the centers expected to return t o the Pacific Coast. The most 
pressing needs were;

(l) Financial aid, (2) Housing.

Most of the evacuees had been working in the center s for $16.00 per month. 
Expenses had eaten up any or most of their reserve,  and they disliked asking for 
charity. The W, R, A. was faced with an enormous ad ministrative task unparalleled 
in United States history. With little support from an unsympathetic Congress, it 
has managed to carry out a very distasteful task in  a more humanitarian way than 
.could have been hoped for.

The limitations of W. R, A . made it impossible that  truly adequate financial 
provision bo made for the returning evacuees. As a result, much bitterness and 
distrust of W. R, A. developed within the Centers. The Committee has given all pos�
sible support to W, R. A. in its efforts to aecure adquate funds for a satisfactory 
conclusion of its program.

The housing shortage throughout the United States i s now a matter of common 
knowledge, However. early in ��U	 the picture was not as clear as it is now, in 
December of 19^5- W. R. A. announced the coming clo sing for the Centers and told 
evacuees that if they had no other relocation plans  they would be put on trains which 
would return them to their former homes. The acuten ess of the housing shortage was 
not recognized in time to make proper provision for  housing the returnees.

As a result, the War Relocation Authority has promo ted a mass return of the 
evacuees to areas where housing is already inadquat e. Such a return is often not 
only a physical hardship to the returnee, but also presents problems in public re�
lations which threaten to undo much which the Commi ttee has been able to accomplish 
in the past three years.

The Committee, while continuing to support the W. R . A. relocation policy, 
has given no support to its present program, and ha s sent memos sharply critical of 
that program, to Secretary of the interior Ickes, P resident Truman, and Dillon Myer,
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Director of the War Relocation Authority.

Community Cooperation With Returnees

Development of civic groups throughout the state wh ich would provide per�
manent organizations equipped to combat community t ensions rising from racial and 
other minority -problems was undertaken by the Comm ittee.

It was recognized that county and local welfare age ncies, religious groups 
and other organizations whose programs served minor ity constituencies, could be 
expected to cooperate with the government agencies.

It became a policy of the Fair Play Committee to wo rk for recognition of the 
rights of law-abiding persons of Japanese ancestry to membership in any inter-racial 
post-war -or social planning group in California.

A statement made by the Committee at this time read s, "Of this we are cer�
tain. The* status of any one minority is irretrieva bly related to all minorities. 
There are many able groups and individuals here on the Pacific Coast and elsewhere 
who have made the problems of minorities their chie f concern. Some have maintained 
a warm and active interest in the thousands of Amer icans of Japanese ancestry during 
these past bitter years. More have allowed problems  of a less vicious controversial 
nature to take first place in their overcrowded sch edules and budgets.

"One of the most important things we must do is to gain recognition of the 
rights of law-abiding persons of Japanese ancestry,  recognition and membership in 
any inter-racial post-war or social planning group in California.

"Wo have occasionally» in the past, been criticized  for concentrating our 
efforts in behalf of law-abiding persons of Japanes e ancestry. We look forward to 
the day when that concentration of effort will not be necessary, when members of 
this, one of our smallest racial minorities, will r eceive friendly recognition by 
all groups working in the field of minority problem s.

"When thatday comes, our immediate task will be don e, and we can turn our 
keen interest and strong support toward the develop ment of proper attitudes and con�
duct among men of all races."

In an offort to draw together the government and pr ivate agencies for a 
consideration of their responsibilities, a conferen ce was called for January 10 and
��, I 	U	.

CONFERENCE ON INTER-RACIAL COOPERATION 
PALACE R o m ,  Sa N PRANcrsUOV'yANtJART IO'-ll, ��U	

Sponsored by the Pacific Coast Committee on America n Principles and Fair 
Play, the Conference was built around the following  purposes:

1. To draw together persons connected with Governme nt Agencies and vol�
untary organizations in order to plan jointly for t he orderly and harmonious in�
tegration into community life of such evacuees of J apanese ancestry as may return, 
with Army approval, to the West Coast, and

2, To consider creating machinery to ensure coordin ation of plans agreed 
upon and of activities of organizations concerned w ith inter-racial and inter-cultur�
al relations.

Participants: Representatives of Government Agencie s;—

War Relocation Authority 
Federal Social Security
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War Manpower Commission 
Federal Public Housing Administration 

 ̂ Children’s Bureau
U. S. Office of Education 
Civil Service Commission
President’s Committee on Fair Employment Practice 
Public Health Service 
State War Board
California Agricultural Adjustment Agency 
California Department of Agriculture 
Farm Security Administration
Emergency Farm Labor Project, Agricultural Extensio n Service 
Federal Land Bank, Berkeley 
United States Employment Service

Members of Voluntary Organizations:
------- Sg —   ---------------- - --- ------- — — —

Pacific Coast Committee on American Principles and Fair Play—  
Representatives from: Los Angeles, Pasadena, Santa Barbara, 
Sacramento, Fresno, San Mateo, San Jose, Seattle.

San Francisco Council for Civic Unity
Seattle Council for Civic Unity
Berkeley Democratic Club
National Conference of Christians and Jews
National Association for the Advancement of Colored  People
Filipino Groups
Residents of relocation centers
Berkeley Inter-racial Committee
American Council on Race Relations
Berkeley Branch— Women’s International League
Committee on Resettlement, Federal Council of Churc hes,
Rosenberg Foundation
Columbia Foundation
Chinese Six Company
Office of Community War SGrvices
Young Men's Christian Association
Young Women's Christian Association
American Civil Liberties Union.
International Institutes 
Congress of Industrial Organizations 
Northern California Council of Churches 
Fast and West Association 
Community Chest
American Friends Service Committee 
Japanese-American Citizen's League 
Jewish Survey Committee 
Representatives of the different churches.

Statements were made by representatives of governme nt agencies, pledging 
non-discrimihatory treatment for returnees.

In round table discussions, it was concluded that s ome expert guidance was 
necessary to provide a coordinated program of inter -racial and intip— cultural groups 
on the West Coast,

The second day of the Conference was devoted to a c onsideration of the 
’’Outlook and Situation of Japanese Americans in Pa cific Coast Agriculture”,

Discussion was introduced by a series of ten minute  statements by:

Director of the War Relocation Authority.
Chairman of the State War Board and California AAA Committee.
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Director, California Department of Agriculture.
Regional Director, Farm Security Administration
Associate State Supervisor, Emergency Farm Labor pr oject, Agricultur�

al Extension Service, University of California.
President, Federal Land Bank of Berkeley,

In a discussion led by the Chairman of the State Bo ard of Agriculture, 
committee members joined with returned evacuees in an attempt to clarify the situa- 
tion of jjhe returning Japanese American Farmers.

Field Work Following Conference

As the paid personnel of the Committee has never be en adequate to do all of 
the field work necessary for the development of a f ull program, other organizations 
have contributed the services and expenses of their  own personnel to assist in the 
work. The Federal Council of Churches, the American  Council on Race Relations, 
the Young Men's Christian Association, the Young Wo men’s Christian Association,^ 
and the Congregational Church have all assigned sta ff members to the task of going 
out into the counties and smaller cities of Califor nia in an effort to mobilize the 
fair-minded people in those communities. These repr esentatives worked out of the 
Committee's office, developing the program as outli ned by the Committee.

The marked success of such field personnel, plus a natural upsurge of com�
munity concern, has resulted in the formation of or ganizations in at least fifty 
communities in California. Some already existing or ganizations were strong,notably 
the Berkeley Inter—racial Committee, the San Franci sco Council on Civic Unity, the 
Los Angeles Council on Civic Unity, the Mayor’s Com mittee of San Francisco, and the 
Inter-racial Committee of Monterey. These groups ha d been going concerns for some 
time, and had developed excellent programs by the e nd of 19^ *  Others, like the  ̂
the Mayor’s Committee in Fresno, and certain smalle r groups in more rural communities, 
are off to a strong start, while others are still r ather nebulous and in great need 

of direction.

Suggestions have been sent to some of these organiz ations from time to time,

such as:

(1) Guide Posts. Mimeographed sheet sent out at req uest of church groups, 
indicating what praation-T services might be offere d to returnees and instructing 
members as to proceedure to be followed in case,of trouble or runored trouble invol 

ving returnees.
(2) Homeward Bound. A  pamphlet prepared and sent ou t by the American 

Council on Race Relations and the Fair Play Committ ee together, with suggestions to 
community groups wishing to assist the evacuees in their return.

( �) Actions to Take Immediately When An Offense Occur s. Mimeographed 
sheet prepared'and signed'by State Attorney Robert W. Kenny," giving concise in�
structions as to how to notify authorities of any o ffense, threatened or actual.

Further Community Organization.

As an outgrowth of the Palace Hotel Conference, plu s an increasing number 
of requests from groups in outlying communities, a second conference was planned.

To an increasing degree, the woifc of the Fair Play  Committee was being 
taken over by other organizations. This was highly gratifying, as it indicated that 
the Committee had been successful in gaining suppor t for the Nisei by other groups.

Outstanding members of the press were now outspoken  in support of loyal 
Japanese Americans. Certain American Legion Posts h ad taken an excellent stand and 
had initiated Nisei members. The C. I. 0. had come out strongly in support of the 
right of law-abiding Japanese to employment. The In ternational Longshoremen and 
Warehousemens* Union had expelled two of its member s who persisted in discrimination 
against a Japanese American fellow member. Schools and Universities were showing
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fine attitudes in welcoming their returning faculty  members and students of Japanese 
ancestry.

To insure an ongoing development of this trend towa rd true Americanism, the 
Committee called a conference to be held, at the re quest of the local Fair Play Com�
mittee, in Sacramento.

Conference of California's Councils of Civic Unity 
and Similar Community Organizations 
Sacramento, California, July �, iffiP?

The following organizations were invited to send re presentatives:

Council for Civic Unity, Mountain View
Council for Civic Unity, Vallejo
Council for Civic Unity, Oakland
Council for Civic Unity, Stockton
Council for Civic Unity, San Jose
Council for Civic Unity, Sacramento
Council for Civic Unity, Long Beach
Council for Civic Unity, Los Angoles
Mayor*s Committec on Civic Unity, Oakland
Mayor's Committee on Civic Unity, San Francisco
San Diego Committee for Civic Unity
Inter-racial Council, Stockton
Inter-racial Committee, Berkeley
Inter-racial Committee, Monterey
Inter-racial Commission, Pasadena
Rev. Arthur Fruhling, Vacaville
Mr. Charles Jeppeson, Vacaville
East & West Association, Santa Barbara
Committee on Japanese Resettlement, Stockton
Twin Cities Citizens League, Yuba City
The National Conference of Christians & Jews, San F rancisco
Fair Play Committee, Fresno
Fair Play Committee, Palo Alto
Fair Play Committee, Pasadena
Fair Play Committee, Los Angeles
Fair Play Committee, San Mateo
Fair Play Committee, Santa Barbara
Friends of the American Way, Pasadena
Race Relations Group, University of California, Ber keley 
Open Forum, Vacaville
Japanese American Citizen's League, San Francisco 
Council for Civic Unity, San Mateo

Def ense
At the invitation of the Committee, observers were 

Command and the Ninth Service Command,
sent by the Western

In three work sessions, the following subjects were  discussed?

1. The place and functions of Councils of Civic Uni ty in the 
Contemporary Picture.

� $� "Racial Tensions and the Lav ����

3. "California vs. Un-American Practices."

In the discussion on the place and Functions of Cou ncils of Civic Unity, 
the Regional Director of the American Council on Ra ce Relations, as chairman, was 
able to'bring before the conference a consideration  of types and programs of Civic 
organizations most effective in resolving community  tensions due to minority problems.
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Racial Tensions and the Daw

In a consideration of racial tensions and the law, the chairman, Robert 
Kenny, Attorney General of the State of California,  prefaced his talk by reading a 
release from the American Civil Liberties Union, in  which a reward of $1,000 was 
offered for "information leading to the arrest and conviction on a felony charge of 
persons who molest the returning Japanese Americans  within one year from that date."

During the first half of ��^	* there had been an increasing number of 
"incidents" where violence and threats of violence had been known to occur. There 
had been no bodily harm done any returnee, but more  than eighty reports of arson and 
other destructive acts or threats had been made to the authorities.

One of the reasons for the holding of the Conferenc e in Sacramento was to 
call attention to the determination of both the Gov ernor and Attorney General to 
maintain law and order. The discussion revealed the  dissatisfaction of those attend�
ing with the lack of law-enforcement-. It also gave  the Attorney General an opportun�
ity to outline procedures for implementing the law- enforcement officers and courts.

At a luncheon meeting between sessions, the speaker , Frank A. Clarvoe,
Editor of the San Francisco .News» challenged membe rs of both majority and minority 
groups to develop attitudes and practices which wou ld contribute something construc�
tive to a society all of whose members were fightin g for "freedom".

Following a discussion of tho general inter-racial picture in California, 
it was generally concluded that some kind of integr ation of all groups working on 
problems related to racial tensions was desirable.

A motion was passed providing that "the program com mittee (of the Confer�
ence) be asked to act as a nucleus and to undertake  any prococure that recommends 
itself to them in order to make the next step in ta ckling the problems of organiz�
ing a statewide council."

The program committee was made up of the following;

1. Executive Secretary of the. San Francisco Counci l of Civic Unity.
2. Executive Secretary (Regional) of the Japanese A merican Citizen*s

League.
3. Director (Regional) The American Council on Race  Relations.
4. Assistant Treasurer, Fair Play Committee.
5. Executive Secretary, Fair Play Committee.

In the weeks immediately following the Sacramento C onference, several 
meetings were held for a discussion of a statewide organization. (Further account 
of organization to be continued in Fart III of this  Report).

PART III
(August lU, 19^5 to December 15» 19̂ -5)

With the abrupt end of the War with Japan, the work  of the Committee took 
on still further changes.

Once again, there was a twofold task. First, suppor t of evacuee right to 
r̂eturn. Second, Development of state organization.

Support of Evacuees

The Committee has always refrained from undertaking  any kind of welfare 
work,. At the same time,, it has done what it could  to analyze the evacuees needs, 
and to enlist the interest of other groups in devel oping welfare programs.
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As most of the returnees were returning to the sout hern part of the state* 
it was natural thp.tthe Los Angeles Committee would  apparhead the development of 
committees whose members would try to meet the welf are needs of returning evacuees.

Since V-J Day* particularly, the Los Angeles Office  has been instrumental in 
t o Tk  widespread and generous interest in such welfare p rogram. From September,
19^5» to the present, southern groups have been pra ctically autonomous 
and have carried on a program specifically in line with local needs. At the same 
time they have remained closely allied with the Cen tral Office,and have had its 
continued and full support.

After V-J Fay, thee problem of housing returnees wa s lessened considerably.
Io was made possible for the f7ar Department to pro vide a number of vacated army 
installations, and the Federal Housing Authority to  provide unneeded housing pro�
jects and trailer camps.

It became evident that existing provision for those  in need of public assist�
ance was either inadequate or was not being satisfa ctorily"administered. ^ �hen this 
,7,"ls pointed out to^the Federal Social Security, through whose offices public assist- 
ance fun(-s wore being distributed, way and means o f creating a more satisfactory 
procedure were worked out.

Committee is presently engaged in efforts which may  assist in securing 
additional funds to be administered by Social Secur ity should need arise after the 
present government fiscal year.

Statewide Organization

Following several meetings of the Organizing Commit tee, copies of a pre�
liminary set of By-Laws was sent to each organizati on represented at the Sacramento 
Conference. After much consultation it had been con cluded that the type of coordina�
tion and leadership which a statewide organization would need could best be secured 
if ar considerable portion could be found in some a lready established body,

, The Fair Play Committee, as an emergency, war-tim e organization, felt that 
the tines called for^a niore permanent structure. T he organizing committee decided 
t.o ask the American Council on Race Eolations to p rovide leadership and guidance 
to that permanent structure* T * --------

At the present date (December 15* 19^5) & second, a mended set of suggested 
E^-Laws is being drawn up* and will be submitted im mediately, Fo the cooperating 
bodies for acceptance or rejection.

Final organization will be effected in January, I �H�, and an ongoing program 
assured. ----------- - -- ^
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PUBLICATIONS, REPRINTS AND RELEASES 

used by

COMMITTEE ON AMERICAN PRINCIPLES AND FAIR PLAY

1. Statement of Purpose and Policy. (See p. 5 of repor t for full description) 
Brochure setting forth the policy of the Committee.  30»000 copies dis�
tributed.

2. Signed statement by outstanding citizens, a broch ure made up of statements of 
President Roosevelt, Secretary of War Stimson, Col.  Kendall J. Fielder, 
of Military Intelligence, Hawaiian Department, Atto rney General Francis 
Biddle, and others, expressing concern that distinc tion be made between 
law-abiding resident Japanese Americans and our ene my in Japan.

�. Signed statements, of J. Edgar Hoover, of the Feder al Bureau of Investigation 
and Chief of Policy Gabrielson of Honolulu, testify ing to the lack of 
sabotage in Honolulu on December 7» 19̂ -1.

5«

'Jar Department Release carrying facts concerning A mericans of Japanese an- 
cestry in the United States Army.

Editorial by Chester Rowell, a reprint from the San  Francisco Chronicle of 
June lL, 19^3» headlined nMuch Hysteria About Japan ese Americans” .

6. A  Balance Sheet on Japanese Evacuation, by Galen M.  Fisher. A  booklet con- 
taining reprints of four articles appearing in the Christian Century of 
August 18, and �	, and September 1, and g, I �H�. (l) “Untruths About 
Japanese-Americans” , (2) ”0ur Two Japancse-American  Policies” , ( �) ”Are the 
Evacuees being Coddled?” , and (L) "What Race-Baitin g Costs America”.
(Ed. note: With this writing, December, I �H	, orders and requests are 
still coming in for this booklet, from Universities  and libraries through�
out the country. To date there have been 16,500 pri nted, but few still 
to be distributed).

7. Truth about the Jap Camps, reprint of an article by  Maxine Davis, Liberty 
Magazine, August �» 19^3*

�. Democracy Begins at Home, reprint of two articles f rom Summer editioh, 19^3» 
of Common Ground. (1) ”Get the Evacuees Out” , by M.  Margaret Anderson,
(2) ’’Relocating a People", by Robert W. Frase, of the Employment Division, 
War Relocation Authority.

9. Beyond the Horizon, reprint of autobiographical ske tch by Sgt. Yori Wada,
appearing in the University of California Alumni Mo nthly, December, 19^3»

��. American Fighting Men Speak Out, booklet prepared b y the Committee, made up 
of quotations from letters from service men both Ca ucasian and Nisei, on 
the fighting fronts, expressing their attitudes tow ard the anti-Nisei 
hysteria then being expressed at home.

��.

��.

A Voice That Must Be Heard, an amplification of the  Committee’s ’’American Men 
Speak Out", prepared by the War Relocation Authorit y, and containing many 
more letters.

Ben Kuroki*s Story, the Committee’s pamphlet editio n of ”An Address by Sergeant 
Ben Kuroki � �  the United States Air Force” , presented before the  Common�
wealth Club, in San Francisco, February L, 19UL.
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Talk given by Dr. Robert Gordon Sproul, president of 

the University of California, on J une 29, 1944.
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which 1 am Honorary UhairC 
man, came into existence at a critical 
moment in American history, and *o 
afford a means for the expression of 
views of all but unspeakable impor�
tance. It did not come into existence 
to protect, much less to coddle or 
glorify, the J apanese, but to cham�
pion and help to safeguard American 
democracy. It is not an organization 
of starryCeyed Utopians, of intemper�
ate lovers of strange peoples, but of 
hardCheaded believers in the virtues of 
the American form of government as 
expressed by the Founding Fathers in 
the Constitution and the Bill of Rights. 
Its leadership in such persons as Dr. 
Millikan, Dr. Ray Lyman Wilbur, 
and myself may be drawn from the 
lunatic fringe of American life, but it 
is not a leadership unacquainted with 
responsibility or unaware of the score. 
Many of its less cultured members 
have demonstrated considerable capa�
city to make their way in the competi�
tion of the market place among the 
harsh realities of life, and not a few 
have even shown ability to meet a 
payroll. I make these preliminary as�
sertions because the opposition to the 
Committee and its works has consisted 
almost exclusively of direct misstate�
ments concerning its policies and prac�
tices, and intemperate assertions that 
its members were either traitors to 
America or fools in their own right.

Nevertheless, in spite of storms of 
abuse from certain quarters, the Com�
mittee has been most successful thus

far. Up and down the Pacific Coast, 
it has attracted a very considerable 
part of those who are universally re�
spected as leaders in their communi�
ties to participate in its activities and 
to speak out for its cause. On the 
larger stage of the Nation, its influence 
has been even more notable, continuous 
and effective. In the face of honest 
hysteria and dishonest demagogy, it 
has continuously and notably affected 
the policies of our government both in 
the legislative and executive branches. 
With the judicial branch its cause is 
secure because, to put it simply, it is 
just. The chain of American Prin�
ciples and Fair Play is growing 
stronger day by day, but its weakest 
link is here in the City of Los An�
geles, in spite of the many able, pub�
lic spirited men and women who have 
here declared themselves in favor of 
the Committee’s activities and lent 
their names to its organization. In�
deed, I must confess sadly that this 
City has been at times a powerhouse 
of raceCbaiting opposition to the Com�
mittee’s efforts. Many people who, 
like myself, have a stake in the com�
munity, and are proud of its pro�
gressive character, its forward look 
in most matters of public concern, de�
plore this situation deeply. We believe 
it represents not the true temper of 
the community but merely accidents of 
organization and timing, of strategy 
and tactics. So we have called this 
luncheon with the hope and the pur�
pose to change the picture, to organize 
here an active chapter of the Commit�
tee on American Principles and Fair
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Play, and to make the voice of Ameri�
cans who try to think with their minds 
heard amidst the din of those who feel 
with their blood. To that end I should 
like to tell you, briefly and factually, 
what the Committe is and is not, how 
it works and what it seeks to accom�
plish, and why it is important that 
you should make it part of the com�
munity life of Los Angeles.

First and foremost, above every�
thing else and for all of the time, the 
concern of the Committee on Amer�
ican Principles and Fair Play is for 
the ����2����� ��� �3�� 4 � � � � ��� ) �23�*� �� 
�3�� 5��*���	����� ��� �3�� 6 ����0� �����*$ 

It believes with fervor, with fanati�
cism if you will, that whenever and 
wherever the constitutional guaran�
tees are violated in the treatment of 
a minority, no matter how unpopular 
or helpless, the whole fabric of Amer�
ican government is weakened, its 
whole effectiveness impaired. Each 
such violation establishes an evil prece�
dent which is inevitably turned against 
another minority later, and eventu�
ally against the very principle on 
which our Nation is founded, namely, 
the dignity and worth of the human 
individual.

Even on this fundamental tenet of 
its faith, however, the position of the 
Committee is not doctrinaire or aca�
demic. It has recognized from the 
beginning, and under considerable 
heckling from its own more intemper�
ate members, that the exigencies of 
war demand some sacrifice of the 
ordinary rights of all citizens, often 
considerable sacrifice, and that con�
cerning certain groups of citizens, 
under certain dangerous conditions ex�
traordinary caution and ̂ special treat�
ment are necessary and defensible if 
not desirable. But the Committee be�
lieves firmly that the guarantees of, the 
Bill of Rights should be yielded only 
in extremity, only by deliberate and 
conscious act, and only in the cases of

individuals or groups proven danger�
ous or subversive. All others should 

, have its protection until there is 
proven need for martial law. As Ac�
ton, the great historian of human free�
dom has said, “The test of a free 
country is the security it gives to 
minorities.”

The second rock upon which the 
Committee, on American Principles and 
Fair Play establishes its firm founda�
tion, is the assumption, documented by 
the experience of man over the cen�
turies, that in time of war, the mili�
tary organization of a nation, in this 
country the War Department, deserves 
ungrudging, unstinted, unfailing sup�
port in all matters of military concern. 
The Committee has followed that pol�
icy unswervingly ever since it was es�
tablished, and has found it sound, al�
though it has always reserved the 
liberty to question any Government 
action. For example, when the Army 
decided that evacuation of the J apanese 
from, the Pacific Coast was required by 
military necessity, the Committee 
dropped immediately the important 
questions it had been raising, and prop�
erly raising, as to whether such treat�
ment of American citizens or even loyal 
aliens squared with American ideals. 
But the Committee continues to com�
bat the idea, now being advanced, that 
evacuation is proof of disloyalty. There 
is no basis whatever in any available 
evidence for such an inference, and 
there is abundant testimony in the acts 
of J apaneseCAmericans and the words 
of other loyal Americans to the con�
trary. Moreover, the Committee now 
contends that, since the Army ordered 
the evacuation, on grounds of military 
necessity, the Army should likewise de�
cide when the process is to be reversed, 
and the evacuees allowed to recover 
gradually their civil rights. When the 
Army decides that the time has come 
to take this step, and issues a procla�
mation as clear as the original orders
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for the evacuation, the Committee on 
American Principles and Fair Play will 
once again cooperate to the limit with 
the military authorities and the War 
Department. And it believes that every 
patriot twho prizes his own civil liber�
ties should do the same.

There are a number of minor facets 
of Committee policy, of course, but 
none which runs counter to the two 
major principles which I have discussed 
here today. Of these minor policies, I 
shall refer only to one, because you are 
busy men and women who do not have 
the time for a mass of detail, and that 
one only because it is a fertile source 
of misrepresentation as to the Commit�
tee’s attitude. The Committee does not 
believe that all J apanese who have been 
evacuated from California should be 
returned to their homes. On the con�
trary, it favors the policy' of dispersed 
relocation, which is the policy of the 
War Relocation Authority. It holds 
with all sensible Californians that the 

' swarming of persons of one race in a 
Ghetto or a Little Mexico or Tokyo, 
the separation of a minority physically 
and culturally from the rest of the 
population, of which it must become a 
part, is a profound social and political 
error and a potent breeder of social and 
political ills. Moreover, it is convinced 
that there will never be a mass return 
of evacuees to the West Coast. Half of 
them, approximately, have already been 
located elsewhere, or are likely to be 
by the end of 1944. In many instances, 
there is nothing for the others to re�
turn to here. Among the Nisei, there is 
a strong and understandable current 
of feeling against this area, and many 
of them have no intention of coming 
back if they can avoid it. But the ��23� 
of loyal J apanese to come back, if they 
so elect, cannot be denied without a 
denial of all that America has hitherto 
meant to racial and religious minori�
ties, of all that it has symbolized for 
the hopes of humanity. My own ances�

tors, the Covenanting Scots, were mur�
dered by their neighbors because they 
did not like the color of their convic�
tions. Some of you here today, of other 
racial or religious groups, have similar 
tragic memories, much more recent. 
The dream of America will be over 
when the color of men’s skins deter�
mine the communities in which they 
may live.

On this most significant issue, the 
Committee on American Principles and 
Fair Play stands four square with the 
President of the United States, in his 
official statement of federal policy on 
relocation:

“With the segregation of the disloyal�
evacuees in a separate center, the War Re�
location Authority proposes now to redouble�
its efforts to accomplish the relocation into�
normal homes and jobs in communities�
throughout the United States, but outside the�
evacuated area, of those Americans of Jap�
anese ancestry whose loyalty to this country�
has remained unshaken through the hard�
ships of the evacuation which military�
necessity made unavoidable. We shall re�
store to the loyal evacuees the right to re�
turn to the evacuated area as soon , as the�
military situation will make such restora�
tion. feasible. Americans of Japanese ances�
try, like those of many other ancestries,�
have shown that they can, and want' to,�
accept our institutions and work loyally with�
the rest of us, making their own valuable�
contribution to the national wealth and�
wellFbeing. In vindication of the very idfeals�
for which we are fighting this war, it is�
important to us to maintain a high standard�
jf fair, considerate, and equal treatment for�
the people of this minority, as of all other�
minorities.”

This statement, we believe, is to be 
considered as a solemn pledge spoken 
by the President in the name of the 
American people.

So much for the policies of the Com�
mittee on American Principles and Fair 
Play, and now for a word or two on 
how it sets about to implement those 
policies. The sole weapon of the Com�
mittee is the truth, and the Light of 
Truth it tries to keep shining before 
our people, and especially those who
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determine the acts of our government, 
brightly and continuously. It seeks to 
promote cool, clear thinking, especially 
by the West Coast public, in spite of 
the distortions of fact0 and excesses of 
passion and prejudice which are inev�
itable in wartime. It helps the public 
to discriminate sharply between our 
enemies in J apan, the military crim�
inals for whom no ofate is too harsh, no 
punishment too cruel, and those per�
sons of J apanese stock in the United 
States, two thirds of whom are free 
from any blemish of disloyalty, even 
under the stress of most discriminatory 
treatment.

The Committee meets sweeping gen�

eralizations and whol ly unsupported 

charges with documented facts. For ex�
ample, it confronts those who say that 
the only good J ap is a dead J ap with 
the extraordinary combat record of the 
100th Battalion in Italy, a battalion 
composed entirely of Nisei privates, 
with half its officers Nisei, and all of 
them volunteers. That battalion came 
out of Salerno and Cassino with 3 
Distinguished Service Crosses, 21 
Bronze Stars, 36 Silver Stars, and 900 
Purple Hearts — 900 out of 1400 
wounded in action. Again, for example, 
it answers the threat that returned 
white service men would murder per�
sona of J apanese stock if they remained 
in the United States, by publishing 
hundreds of letters from, men in the 
fighting forces, saying, in the words of 
one of them “Have no fear that return�
ing soldiers would desire to slit the 
throats of loyal J apanese at home . . . 
We’ll do our fighting on the battleC 
fronts against our country’s enemies, 
and not on the streets at home against 
our country’s friends.”

Finally, the Committee backs every 
group and every individual that speaks 
out for sound Americanism and against 
the evil doctrine that justice and power 
are synonymous. It supports Seth Mil�
lington, Past Grand President of the

Native Sons of the Golden West, and 
former State Commander of the Amer�
ican Legion, when he says to the Com�
monwealth Club, “I would have all 
known disloyal J aps sent to the land 
of the rising sun . . .  by the 'first ship 
leaving San Francisco. Those who have 
volunteered for our armed forces I 
would keep here as part of our populaC 
tipn.” And the Committee is sympa�
thetic with Mr. Millington’s dilemma 
(but probably not with his solution of 
it) when he says further, ”As to those 
that cannot be classified as either loyal 
or disloyal there is a most difficult 
problem. Under the law they are cit�
izens and have rights.”

The Committee endorses .even more 
heartily these statesmanlike sentences 
of Commander Wm. P. Houghton, of 
the American Legion, Department of 
California:

“Numerous persons of J apanese an�
cestry are now serving with the armed 
forces of our country on the battle 
fronts, and according to all reports, are 
serving valiantly and well. We salute 
all men and women who love this 
country enough to fight and, if needs 
be, die for it. Every person good enough 
to fight for us is entitled to our respect 
and equal protection under the Con�
stitution.” These words are a stinging 
rebuke to those patrioteers who, NaziC 
like, would have us substitute a caste 
system based on race and color for the 
democratic principles of human worth 
and equality under the law. We cannot 
interpret them, or the words of Mr. 
Millington, as justifying the exclusion 
of loyal J apanese from California.

Finally, to bring us completely upC 
toCdate, the Committee endorses the 
plank of the recently adopted Republi�
can party platform which says: “We 
unreservedly condemn the injection into 
American life of appeals to racial or 
religious prejudice.”

On the basis of the policies and ac�
tivities I have laid before you almost

������� 	�� ��

diagrammatically, in the brief time 
available at this luncheon, I hope that 
you ladies and gentlemen will be moved 
to set up in this City of Los Angeles, 
an active chapter of the Committee on 
American Principles and Fair Play. 
The barometer of tolerance toward the 
evacuees is still too low on this Coast, 
and the opposition is still vehement and 
unscrupulous. We need your help to 
expedite the program of the United 
States Government, and to create an 
acceptance by the California public of 
the enlightened American way of deal�
ing with lawCabiding persons even 
though they are members of an un�
popular minority.

In your lifetime and mine, Western 
civilization has twice drifted into a 
major catastrophe, due to lack of wis�

dom and understanding on the part of 

men. W e shall do so again, and we' 

shall lose the values for which we 

fight, unless we understand the impli�

cations of those values for the kind of 

complex world in which we live today.

Basically, what men are seeking the 

world over is a decent security, an 

opportunity for a larger share of the 

good things of the earth, and above all 

a sense of meaning and dignity in their 

own J ives. T he only answer that can 

be given to these deep, perpetual hun�

gers of men lies in the American con�

cept of democracy, in the ideal of the 

common humanity of all men. L et us 

fight to preserve that concept no less 

vigorously than we fight to destroy the 

Germans and the J aps in Europe and 

the Pacific.
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& � � ( � � � � ��� �� �� � % � � � �  � � the m obi l i zaC1 

t i on  and vocal ization  of  the great num bers j 
Of fairCminded persons on the W es t  C oast, 

the P aci fic C oast C om m it tee on  A merC|  

ican P r inciples and F air  P lay cam e in to : 

bein g in F ebruary, ����, fol l ow in g t h el  

evacuation  of  persons of  J apanese ancesC1 

try fr om  the W ester n  D efen se C om m an d.

A  small group, in clu din g P resident R ober t  

G or don  Sprou l  of  the U n iversity of  C al i �

forn ia, C hester  R ow el l  of  the San F ran j 

¡ci sco C h r on icle, G ener al  D av id CP . BarC1 

rows, U .S .A . retired, G alen  F isher , C h r i s C ;

1 tian lay leader , D r . H enry F rancis G rady,J  

for m er  A ssistant Secretary of  S tate, and p 

¡sever al  others, drew  up a tentative stateC[

: m en t of  pol i cy u pon  w h ich  such a group .

I m igh t  be organ ized. T h en  additional  leadCj 

i er sh ip , drawn alm ost equal ly fr om  th el  

fields of  edu cation , labor , rel igion , and 

industry was secured, w ith  represen tatF n ; 

largely fr om  C al i forn ia, th ou gh  as the 

■ organ ization  grew  advisory mem bers fr om  i 

the states of  W ash in gton  and O r egon  were 

¡a d d ed . W h i l e headquarters are in San 

¡F r an ci sco (M r s. R u th  W .  K ingm an , exC 

1 ecu tive secretary, ���; C al i forn ia S t r eet),

I  branch  groups were for m ed in Santa B ar�

bara, P asadena, F resno, P alos V er des,

Sacramento, Seattle, and P or tland. I n ter C 

pretive and educational  mater ials are dis�

tr ibu ted, misCstatements in the press cor C 

] r ected, speakers suppl ied, legislators and'

• com m u n i ty leaders in terview ed. W or k  has 

; been  ou tl in ed for  suggested subCcomm itCj 

j tees in var ious fields: newspaper , legisla�

tive, resett lement, radio, coCordinating, 

l an d .stu den t .

“ B el ieving as w e do that action  affect�

ing any racial group, w hen  that action  is 

placed u pon  a racial basis as the deter m in �

ing factor , can happen  to any other  such 

groups,” wr ites M rs. K ingm an , “ our  C om �

m ittee is mak ing every effor t to di fferent i �

ate betw een  the u nquest ioned qu i l t  of  the 

J apanese war m ach in e and our  ow n  people 

w h o have J apanese faces. W e  wish to 

make war u pon  J apan and G erm any, n ot  

u pon  our  loyal  ci t izens w hose ancestors 

cam e fr om  J apan and G erm any. W e  are 

con cer n ed that w hat w e do in th is regard 

shall n ot  mi l i tate against us in the eyes 

of  our  n on Cw h i te all ies, ei ther  n ow  or  in 

the postwar  per iod. W e  are k een ly aware 

that use is bein g m ade th rough  J apanese 

propaganda in C h in a, of  our  tr eatment 

of  on e of  our  ow n  eth n ic groups. W e  deC 

pi  ore this and are tak ing all possible means 

of  cal l ing this danger  to the attent ion  of 

our  state and C ongressional  legislators.

T h e C om m it tee is back ing the resettle�

m en t program of  the " � �  and the open �

ing of  the armed for ces to loyal  A m er �

icans of  J apanese ancestry. I t  feels that 

“ an al ignm en t w ith  the th ink ing w h ich  

maintains a national  rather than a sec�

tional  poin t  of  view  is the on ly effective 

means of  com batt in g the local , pr ejudiced, 

and often  hyster ical  stand of organ izations 

w h ich  are tak ing extreme and racist posi �

t i ons.”



THE PACI F I C COAST COMMITTEE ON AMERICAN PRI NCI PL ES AND F AI R PLAT :

P ur pose*  The fundamental  pu r pose o f  the C ommittee i s  t o  su ppor t  the
p r i n c i p l e s  en u n ci a t ed  i n  the C on s t i t u t i on  o f  th e U n i ted S t a t es ,  and
t o t h a t  end t o m ai n ta i n , u n i m pai r ed , the l i b e r t i e s  gu ar an teed i n  th e
B i l l  o f  R i gh t s .

The C ommittee B el i ev es ;
IT) T hat a t t a ck s  upon the r i gh t s  o f  any m i n or i t y  ten d t o  undermine the 

r i gh t s  o f  the m a j or i t y

3) T hat at tem pts t o  d ep r i ve any l a w Ca b i d i n g c i t i z e n  of  h i s  c i t i z en s h i p  
becau se o f  r a c i a l  descen t  ar e con t r a r y  t o  fundamental  A mer ican 
p r i n c i p l es  and j eop a r d i z e the c i t i z en s h i p  o f  ot h er s .

3) The l e g i s l a t i o n  t o dep r i ve A mer i cans o f  J apanese descen t  of  any of  
t h e i r  l eg a l  r i gh t s  wou ld set  a p r eceden t  f o r  d ep r i v i n g ot h er  r a c i a l  
gr ou ps o f  t h e i r  r i g h t s ,  and w ou ld weaken the con f i d en ce of  our  
A l l i e s ,  p a r t i cu l a r l y  t h ose i n  A s i a  and L at i n  A mer i ca, i n  the s i n �
c e r i t y  of  our  p r of es s i on s  t o be f i g h t i n g  f o r  the r i gh t s  of  a l l  
p eop l es .

4) T hat i t  i s  un CA mer i can  t o p en a l i z e per son s o f  J apanese descen t  i n  
the U n i ted S t a t es  s o l e l y  f o r  the cr i m es of  the Government and m i l �
i t a r y  ca s t e o f  J apan.

P r ogr am of  the C ommi ttee:
1) F or mat i on  o f  br an ch es, or  a f f i l i a t e s ,  i n  c i t i e s  fr om S ea t t l e t o San 

D i ego, wh ich  w i l l  ser ve as a ct i v e  ou t l et s  f o r  p r i n t ed  and mimeo�
gr aphed m a t er i a l s ,  cor r ect i n g  m i sCst a tem en t s  i n  the l o ca l  p r ess ,  
su p p l y i n g spea k er s , and i n t er v i ew i n g l o c a l ,  s t a t e and C on gr ess i on a l  
l e g i s l a t o r s ,  and community l ea d er s .  I n  the U n i v er s i t i es  and C ol~ 
l eg es ,  the ca r r y i n g ou t  o f  a s i m i l a r  pr ogr am, under  stu den t  i n  co�
op er a t i on  w i th  the P a c i f i c  C oast  C ommittee.

2) D i s t r i b u t i on  o f  p er t i n en t  m a t er i a l s  t o a f f i l i a t e s ,  p r es s ,  r a d i o,  
or ga n i z a t i on s  and i n d i v i d u a l s ,  ch i e f l y  a l on g the P a c i f i c  C oast , but 
a l s o  t o s t r a t eg i c  per son s and gr ou ps i n  the M iddle West and E ast .

3) The an sw er i n g o f  many i n q u i r i es  f or  a u t h en t i c data fr om a l l  p a r t s  
o f  th e cou n t r y , and th e s t i m u l a t i on  of  the w r i t i n g  o f  news and magCC 
a z i n e a r t i c l e s .

4) C onstan t  a t t en t i on  t o d i s cr i m i n a t or y  and u n f a i r  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  e i t h er  
s t a t e or  C on gr ess i on a l ,  w i th  e f f o r t s  t o  k eep a l l  l e g i s l a t o r s  i n �
for med of  p er t i n en t  f a c t s  and con sci ou s  of  the keen i n t er es t  and 
con cer n  of  our  West C oast members.

I  h er eby app l y  f o r  a f f i l i a t i o n  w i th  th e C ommittee on A mer ican P r i n c i �
p l es  and F a i r  P l ay  as (ch eck  w h i ch ):

G en er al  member.................. ■ (| 3)
C on t r i bu t i n g member ... • (#5)
S u st a i n i n g member.......... .($10  or
S tudent  member.................. • (#� )

S i gn atu r e
A ddr ess

To be r et u r n ed  t o  the C ommittee on A mer ican P r i n c i p l es  and F a i r  P l ay
at 3207 U nion S t . ,  B er k el ey , C a l i f .



R a t i on a l e and I mpor tance 

o f  the
C ommittee on A mer i can P r i n c i p l es  and F a i r  P l ay

I t s  P r imar y C oncer n  i s  f o r  the i n t eg r i t y  o f  the B i l l  o f  R i gh t s , 
and n ot  p i t y  f o r  an u n for t u n a t e and 'i l l C u s ed  minor  I  'ey,  ̂the J apanese 
evacu ees*  W henever  t h a t  B i l l  i s  v i o l a t ed  or  weakened i n  t r eatm en t  
of  any m i n or i t y ,  no m at ter  how un popu l ar  and h e l p l es s ,  I t  i s  im�
p a i r ed  f o r  a l l  o f  u s , and set s  an e v i l  p r eced en t  w h i ch  i s  l i k e l y  
t o he tu r ned a ga i n s t  some ot h er  m i n or i t y  l a t e r .  war time r eq u i r es  
some s a c r i f i c e  o f  or d i n ar y  r i g h t s  f o r  a l l  o f  u s , hut th e l a s t  poi n t  
t o he y i e l d ed  i s  the B i l l  of  R i gh t s .  Only pr oven  need f or  M a r t i a l  
Law has h i t h er t o j u s t i f i e d  su spen di n g i t ,^a n d  then  on l y  hy d e l i b e r �
a te and con sci ou s  a c t .  Our C ommittee b el i ev es  we sh ou l d  a l l  he 
l yn x Cey ed  t o pr even t  den yi n g i t s  p r o t ect i on  to any and a l l  p er son s, 

u n l ess  pr oven  danger ou s or  su bver s i ve*

I t  pr omotes co o l ,  c l ea r  t h i n k i n g hy the W est C oast  p u b l i c ,  d esp i t e 
the abnormal  p a ss i on s  and d i s t o r t i on s  of  t r u t h  p r eva l en t  i n  war �
t i m e. T h i s a p p l i es  es p ec i a l l y  t o the need of  h el p i n g the p u b l i c to 
d i scr i m i n a t e sh ar p l y  betw een  our  enemies i n  J apan, the_ m i l i t a r y  
cr i m i n a l s ,  and Cper son s o f  J apanese s t ock  i n  A m er i ca , abou t  tw oC 
t h i r d s  o f  whom ar e as t r u l y  A mer i can  c i t i z e n s  as any o f  us*

T here i s  no more excu se f o r  i d en t i f y i n g  the J apan ese—A mer i cans w i th  
the J apan m i l i t a r i s t s  than  f o r  sa d d l i n g the m i l l i on s  o f  GermanC 
A mer i cans w i th  the cr i mes of  the N az i s , C —i n  f a c t  m u ch ^l css, s i n ce 
no J apan eseCA m er i can s nor  even  a l i en  J apanese l on g r es i d en t  her e 
have been  ch ar ged w i th  sabotage w her eas numbers o f  G ermanCA mer icans 

have been con v i ct ed  of  i t *

The C ommittee meets sweeping g en er a l i z a t i on s , and u n su ppor ted 
ch ar ges and p r e j u d i ces  w i th  documented f a c t s  and appea l s  t o fu n daC  
ment a l  con s t i t u t i on a l  p r i n c i p l e s . The t h r oa t  i s  made t h at  re.* 
t i i r ned w h i te ser v i cem en  fr om the S outhwest  P a c i f i c  f r on t  w ou ld mur�
der  a l l  per son s o f  J apanese s t ock  who might  dar e t o r et u r n  to^th e 
C oast ; and the C ommittee i ssu es  F I GHTI NG MEN SPEAK OUT, i n  w h i ch  
one F r esn o S tate C ol l ege alumnus now i n  s er v i ce w r i t es : "C a l i f o r n i a  
and the c i t y  of  F r esn o owes a debt  t o our  J apan eseCA m er l ean  c i t i �
zens i n  the s er v i ce who ar e payi n g the p r i ce of  our  common fr eedom 
w i th  t h e i r  l i v e s . . . .F r esn o owes th ese s o l d i e r s  a monument and not  a 
stab i n  the b a ck !" And a C h inese~A mer i can  s er v i ce man. C apta i n  L u i  
w r i t es  fr om H aw a i i i ,TH ave no "fear  t h a t  r et u r n i n g s o l d i e r s  would 
d es i r e t o s l i t  the t h r oa t s  of  l oy a l  J apanese at  home , . .  .We ’ 11 do 
our  f i g h t i n g  on th e b a t t l e f i e l d s  a ga i n s t  our  cou n t r y ! s en emi es, and 
n ot  on the s t r eet s  a t  home a ga i n s t  our  cou n t r y ! s f r i e n d s . ”

I t  con f r on t s  th ose who char ge th at  few i f  any o f  the N i sei  c i t i z en s  
ar e l oy a l  w i t h  the ex t r a or d i n a r y  r ecor d  of  the 100th  B a t t a l i on  i n  
I t a l y ,  composed en t i r e l y  of  N i sei  p r i v a t es  anu h a l f  the of f l eer s ^ 
N i s ei ,  a l l  o f  them v ol u n t eer s .  T hat r ecor d  shows S D i s t i n gu i sh ed  
S er v i ce C r osses , 21 B ronze s t a r s ,  anu 36 S i l v er  s t a r s ,  and 900 
P u r p l e H ear t s, t h at  i s ,  900 out  of  1400 wounded i n  a ct i on  a t  S a l er �
no and C ass i n o, where they t ook  the h ar dest  assi gn m en ts w i th ou t  a 
whimper . S i m i l a r  h er oi sm  has been  shown by the n i s e i  i n  the i i l ae* . 

k an and S outh  P a c i f i c  for ces ,*
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5 f The Committee b e l i ev es  t h a t  i n  w ar t ime i t  i s  sound t o assume th at  
the war D epar tment deser ves  u n s t i n t ed  su ppor t  on a l l  m i l i t a r y  mat�
t e r s .  We have fou n d th at  p o l i cy  sound thus f a r ,  a l t h ou gh  we have 
alw ays r eser v ed  the l i b e r t y  t o qu es t i on  any Government a c t i on .
A f t er  the nrmy d eci ded  t h at  eva cu a t i on  was r equ i r ed  by m i l i t a r y  
n eces s i t y ,  we made no fu r t h er  qu est i on  on t h at  p o i n t .  We have 
fou n d the heads of  the War D epar tment as eager  as ou r sel v es  t o r e �
s t or e f u l l  con s t i t u t i on a l  r i g h t s  t o the evacu ees as soon  as the 
m i l i t a r y  s i t u a t i on  w ou ld a l l ow .  S i n ce the ja.rmy or der ed  the evacu a�
t i on ,  we b el i ev e th at  the ürmy sh ou l d d eci d e when to r ever se the 
p r ocess  and a l l ow  gr adu a l  r ecov er y  o f  c i v i l  r i gh t s  t o the eva cu ees. 
When the r̂my does deci de t h at  the t ime has come t o tak e th at  
s t ep ,  and makes a pr onouncement as c l ea r  as i t s  o r i g i n a l  or der  f o r  
th e ev a cu a t i on , we stan d r eady t o coop er a t e t o the l i m i t ,  and we 
b el i ev e t h a t  ever y  p a t r i o t  who p r i z es  h i s  own c i v i l  l i b e r t i e s  

S h ou l d  do the same.

6 .  The p o l i cy  of  d i sp er sed  r e l o ca t i o n ,  adopted by the War E el oca t i on  
A u t h or i t y ,  commends i t s e l f  t o ever y  s en s i b l e C a l i f o r n i a n .  I t  w i l l  
p r even t  the swarming o f  co l on i es  of  per son s o f  one r a ce w h i ch  
makes ’’ l i t t l e  T ok yos” , and sepa r a tes  them fr om the r es t  of  the pop�
u l a t i on .  F or t u n a t el y ,  the evacu ees t h em sel ves, of  the A m er i can C 
bor n  c i t i z e n  m a j or i t y ,  h ea r t i l y  appr ove t h i s  p o l i c y .  They a l s o 
ar e d ecl a r i n g  t h at  many of  them w i l l  n ot  r et u r n  to t h i s  C oast  even  
a £t er  the war , bu t  w i l l  r emain  i n  the s t a t es  ea s t  of  the S i er r a s  

where they have fou n d con gen i a l  now homes.

May 22, 1944
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The Committee on American Principle and Fair Play vigorou sly endorses the 
following government policies* It is our conviction that these policies 
strengthen the war effort of the nation and are in line with o ar democratic 
tradition*

1* Segregation of all disloyal person of Japanese ancestry.

’••...all known subversive Japanese (should) be 'immediate ly Is eg r ©gated and 
removed from existing relocation camps and be confined in special dete ntion 
camps for the duration of the war with Japan."

.....Special House .Committee of California 
Representatives: Costello, Engl©bright 
Tolan, Izac, and Anderson.
(I *N • S. liasIiington, May IS,  1 9k?

'.....Immediate internment of all disloyal Japanese."
.....Recommendation by Senator Albert B. Chandler 

to Senate Military Affairs Committee 
(A.P. Washington, May B , 191*3)

2. The ,protection of the right of loyal Americans of Japanese  ancestry to serve 
in the armed forces of the United Stab os• : ~

It is the inherent right of every faithful citizen, regardless of ancestry, 
to bear arms in the nation’s battle." w

.... Henry L* Stimson, Secretary of War.

I applaud the action of the Army in setting up facilities •»••• •hereby those 
Americans will be able to show the world what they are able to do."

.... .Joseph C. Grew, former United Stdt.es Ambassador to . 
to Japan.

*1 have never had more whole-hearted, serious-minded c ooperation from any 
troops than I have received from„my present command."

.....Lt. Colonel Farrant L. Turner, commanding 100th Inf. 
Battalion, I/»3. A., formed from Americans of Japanes e 
extraction in the Hawaiian National Guard.

"The first prisoner of war taken by the United States.was capturei by a 
Ha?<raiian-born Japanese American national guardsman, wh o o vc r p owe red the 
operator of a Japanese submarine, while patrolling a Hawa iian beach on 
Doc. 7, 191*1.”

.....United Press, April 22, 191+3*

3» The Opportunity for loyal Americans of Japanese ancestry to resettle in the 
manner, which, in the judgment of the federal . ovonxment, is bes t designed 

meet the manpower shortage.

MIn accordance with the directive in the Presidential Exec utive Order which 

created the Agency, the "nr Relocation Authority has devel oped procedures

-:6P>.



Präsident Franklin D. Roosevelt, February 1, 19k3 >.  
commenting on the organisation of the T'ar Departments 
combat ui+it for Japanese Amo ri co. ns •

u* Fair Play for Americans of Japanese ancestry who arc loyal«

The mass evacuation of Japanese did not imply disloyalt y on the part of all^ 
Japanese and it does not appear either right or in accord w ith the American^ 
conception of democracy to retain those loyal ones in restrictive custory,.. 

....♦ Colonel till It aft P. Scobey, 1:a r  Department 
General Staff.

’’Having been in charge of military intelligence activiti es since June, 1 �)A , 
I am in a position to know what he �: happened. There have boon no known 
acts of sabotage, espionage, or fifth column activities comnitcd by the 
Japanese in Hawaii either on or subsequent to December J,  19ld.;?

.....Colonel Fendal J. Fielder, Assistant Chiof of
Staff for Military Intollgohco,-Hawaiian Department.

’’The Americans of Japanese origin are an invaluable elem ent in our population 
I welcome their presence, and regret the M t t e r  necessity of imposing on 
a trustworthy and loyal majority of nisei the restraints which are made 
needful by the bad behavior and evil repute of a minorit y.....! welcome 
the policies of our government which are designed to reli evo the nisei 
of discriminatory restrictions as rapidly and fairly as possible.” m

.....Joseph C. Grew, former United States Ambassador *
to Japan, April 26, 191+3*

Vie support thos,o governmentypelicios.

The committee has taken ���� position on any suggestion that persons of 
Japanese ancestry be returned to the Pacific Coast at this time.  E; have 
confidence in the present policies of the liar Department.

Our primary concern is to insure the application of the followi ng principl 
to tho solution of those problems.

(1) Attacks, upon the rights of any .minority tend to undermin e the rights
of thef majority; ^

(2) Attempts to deprive any law-abiding citizen of his citizenship because 
of racial descent are contrary to fundamental American princip les and

�
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jeopardize the citizenship of others:

Legislation to deprive Americans of Japanese' dosoAt of any  o their 
legal»rights would wet a precedent for depriving other  racial groups 

of their rights .and would weaken" the confi^01100 oi> £ al lies* par�
ticularly those.in Asia and Latin America, in the sineoric y o- our 
professions to bo fighting for the rights of „11-poop i-s,

(1+) It is un-American to penalize person of Japanese d escent in the United 
States solely for the crimes of the Government and military casco o i

J apan.

The Committee on American Principles and Fair Play was for med no support; 

and defend the constitutional rights of law-abiding persons of ori enn 1 osccn 
in tho United States and particularly of the Japanese American  evacuees. Forson- 
desire in" to aid the educational program of the Committe e erchor tnrough finan�
cial contribution or woluntoor worvico should write to the Ex ecutive core ary i

1^6 California Street| San Francisco, California.

Honorary Chairman 

Dr. Robert Gordon Sproul

Chairman.

Mr. Maurice E. Harrison 

Executive Chairman 

Dr. Arthur Cushman McGiffert, Jr.

-:6P8.



COMMITTEE OH AMERICAN PRINCIPLES AND FAIR PLAY

Honorary Chairman: P resident Robert Gordon Sproul

Chairman Advisory Board: Maurice E. H arrison 
Chairman, E xecutive Committee: Dr. Arthur C. M cGiffert
ViceCChairmen: Mrs. A l fr ed McL aughlin, Dr. Paul S. T aylor , Rabbi I rving F . Reichert 

and others.
Members of  E xecutive Committee: A l fred J . L undberg, B ar tley Crum, Mrs. Wallace M.

A lexander, Mrs. P hi l ip B ancroft, Miss L ei la Anderson, and the fol l ow �
ing, i f  they accept: F .P . F oi si e, Richard R. Perkins, J esse H. 
Steinhar t, Paul C. Edwards, George Y /i lson, Ruth M. F isher , two labor  
representatives, and, ex of f i c i o ,  the Chairmen of  the Regional.Com�

mittees being formed in Southern C al i fornia and the Northwest, 
T reasurer, Harry S. Scott , 465 C al i fornia S tr eet, San F rancisco,
A ssistant T reasurer, Galen M. F isher .

POLICIES

as adopted J anuary 25, 194C3

The fundamental purpose of  the Committee i s  to support the pr inciples enunciated in 
the Consti tution of  the United States, and to that end. to maintain, unimpaired, the 
l i ber t i es  guaranteed in the B i l l  of  R ights,

As a 7/est Coast body, the Committee recognizes i t s  di st i n ct i ve obl igat ion  to defend 
the l i ber t i es of  lawCabiding persons of  Or iental  ancestry, whether ci t i zens or  al i ens, 

including persons of  J apanese descent who former ly resided on th i s Coast but who, 
under the war emergency, have been deprived of  freedom of  movement.

The COMMITTEE bel i eves:

(1) That attacks upon the r ights of  any minor i ty tend to undermine the r ights of  the
major i ty.

(2) That attempts to deprive any lawCabiding ci t i zen  o f  hi s ci t i zensh ip because of
r aci a l  descent are contrary to fundamental American pr inciples and jeopar �
dize the ci t i zensh ip of  others.

(3) That l egi sl at i on  to deprive Americans of  J apanese descent of  any of  thei r  l egal
r ights would set a precedent for  depr iving other  r aci al  groups of  thei r  
r i ghts, and would weaken the confidence of  our A l l i es, par t i cu lar l y those in 
Asia and L atin America, in the si ncer i ty of  our professions to be fi ght ing 
for  the r ights o f  a l l  peoples.

(A) That i t  i s  unCAmerican to penal ize persons of  J apanese descent in the United
States sol el y for  the crimes of  the Government and mi l i tar y caste of  J apan.

PLAN OF ORGANIZATION

�, The Advisory Board w i l l  consi st  of  about 60 representative ci t i zens from the 
P aci f i c Coast States, among whom w i l l  be pr act i cal l y a l l  the former ViceCChair* 
men of  the Committee on N ational Secur i ty and F air  P lay, as fol l ows:

Dr. Henry F , Grady General David P. Barrows 
J oseph S. Thompson P rovost Monroe E. Deutsch 

P res. Ray Lyman Wilbur Dr. Robert A. M i l l ikan 
Mayor Frank S, Gaines George G. K idwell  
Mrs. A l fred McLaughlin Mrs. Robert McWilliams 
R t. Rev. K arl Block Mrs. Duncan S. Robinson 
Dr. Chester H. Rowell  Rabbi I rving F . Reicher t 
Dr. Benjamin W, B lack Hon. C.C. Young 
Dr. Ralph T . F isher

A l fred J , Lundberg 
Dean J . Hugh J ackson 

P res. Aurel ia Reinhardt 
George Wilson 
Mrs. Wallace M. Alexander 
Mrs. Agnes M. Cleaveland 
J ohn S. Curran 
Gerald H. Hagar

This group will be supplemented by well-known perso ns, especially from the South�
ern and Northern regions.

2. The central  E xecutive Committee w i l l  have r esponsibi l i ty for  the program, budget 
and sta f f  of  the Committee, within the adopted P ol i ci es given above.

3. Regional  and L ocal  Committees or  Chapters. Autonomous groups which accept the 
P ol i ci es and desi re to cooperate with the Committee w i l l  be recognized and aided 
in car rying out the purposes of  the Committee in thei r  areas. They w i l l  be ex�
pected to,share in the general  expenses, since they w i l l  benefi t  from the ser �
vi ces of  the E xecutive Secretary, the pr inted matter, and the act i v i t i es of  the 
Committee  ̂ L ocal  groups which have some other  t i t l e may be recognized as "ChapC 
t er s .H

4* Membership Fees. General, $2. Students, $1. Sust aining, $10, or more. Estimated 
budget for six months from February 15, 1943s $2,000*



To the Members of
The Pasadena Chapter of the
Pacific Coast Committee on American Principles and Fa ir Play:

Since the meeting held on April 20th your officers a nd Execu�
tive Committee have enlisted new members and in coopera tion with  
Mrs. Kingman, Secretary of the Central organization, p lanned certain  
lines of work and certain working committees to carry  out this  
program.

Your executives wish to consult with the full membe rship re�
garding this work and the constitution of these workin g committees  
and to enlist the help of as many as are willing to act as members of  
these committees. Consequently, they have arranged for a meeting of  
all members to be held at the Public Library at 8 P.M. on  June 8th  
and they hope all members will attend.

The working committees proposed for the present are on  -

Membership : To select and enlist as many new members as possible.

Publicity : To check statements particularly in news columns in
local papers, answer inaccuracies when possible and  
generally circulate accurate Information to promote  
the policies of the Pacific Coast Committee.

3, Legislative: To check on the activities of legislat ive bodies
and by personal contact and correspondence. To  
keep our state and national representatives informe d  
of the opinions and principles we advocate.

4. Coordination: To interest other groups in the commu nity in these
policies and to secure their cooperation.

5, Contact : To keep in contact with local, loyal eva cuees and by
encouragement help maintain their morale and loyalt y;  
by correspondence with eastern friends endeavor to  
assist in the efforts of the Relocation authority  
to place loyal citizens of Japanese descent in use�
ful work.

6. Student : To build up membership and cooperation am ong stu�
dents in the various local educational institutions  
and to encourage them to take an active part in our  
work.

It would assist in building up this committee organi zation if  
members would advise the Secretary promptly and in adv ance of the meet�
ing in which lines of work they would be willing to assi st (Address  
Win. C. Burton, Secretary, 989 So. El Molino Ave., Pas adena).

You will find enclosed your formal membership card is sued by the  
Pacific Coast Committee.

Come to the meeting on Tuesday, June 8th.
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SUGGESTED AGENDA FOR PRELIMINARY MEETING 

Committee on American Principles and Fair Play  

Hotel Biltmore, Los Angeles, September 10,1943, 8 p.m.

I Short statement concerning preceeding meeting hel d in July.

II Discussion

A Background of organization  

B Background of Committee membership  

C Bases of Principles adopted by Committee  

D Problems to be met

1. Opposition based either upon principles involved  or  

disagreement as to best method of approach.

2. Analysis of situation in relation to changing state  

of war and resulting national policy.

3. Analysis of principles in relation to present nat ional policy.

4. Analysis of principles in relation to post-war thi nking.

5. Relation to other groups holding some, but not all of t he  

positions, with whom we find ourselves in partial agr eement.

E Loc&l problems, unique to area.

1. Suggestions from the floor.

Ill Consideration of Organization Procedure.

A Election or appointment of officers pro tem.

B Plan for future meeting and action.

C Discussion of ways and means, and relation to West Coas t Office.  

IV Consideration of Possible Program in Los Angeles Area  

V Suggestions from the floor.

VI Adjournment.



AMERICAN PRINCIPLES�

AND FAIR PLAY

EDWARD J . WHELAN, S.J .

C AM E  PE ARL  H AR B OR . And after that there was much�

excitement in military circles on the Pacific coast. The�

J apanese might possibly follow up their partial destruction�

of our Pacific Fleet with an attack on the mainland; and�

that meant the Pacific Coast of California, Oregon and�

Washington. Certainly, there was little to hinder them at�

that time; for, as we learned later, the greater part of our�

capital ships had been disabled. There was little protection�

on the Pacific Coast. In Southern California airplane indus�

tries, all of them very close to the coast, were running day�

and night; and at night their lights could be seen from a�

great distance. One doubts if there was a single gun pro�

tecting those factories; the target was wide open. Had the�

J aps chosen to attack, little resistance could have been�

offered. I t is true that billions of dollars had been voted�

prior to Pearl Harbor for national defense; but very, very�

little of it was spent on defense of the Pacific Coast. Why �

the J apanese did not further pursue their advantage, we�

ordinary individuals do not know.

� $�� �� ��� �� 	 � � �� � � � � � �

The Military realized the danger, and feverish prepara�

tions were made. Another danger lurked in potential col�

laboration, in case of an attack, by the J apanese residing on�

the Coast. They numbered about 66D,DDD, of whom 75,000�

were born in this country and, hence, were citizens of the�

United States; and by far the great majority were living in�

California. A t Los Angeles Harbor many were engaged in�

the fishing industry, and their fishing expeditions took them�

at times some distance out into the Pacific and up and�

down the Coast. These were immediately forbidden to leave�

the harbor; for among them, undoubtedly, would be found�

spies and collaborators.

The other J apanese were engaged in a variety of pursuits.�

They raised most of the vegetables and berries in Southern�

California, and much in the central part of the State. In�

San Francisco and Los Angeles they had their section of the�

city known as "L ittle Tokyo.” They worked in private�

homes as maids, house?boys and cooks. They had nurseries�

for flowers, and took care of most of the gardens of the�

larger residences in Los Angeles. For the most part they�

resided near the coastal area.

The J apanese caused very little trouble. In fact, the po�

lice used to say of them (this was before Pearl Harbor,�

when it was not a crime to say anything good of a J ap)�

that they had less trouble with the J apanese than with any�

other foreign element; they are naturally law?abiding.

But now, with the war on, something had to be done.�

That there were spies and enemy agents among those 66D,?�

DDD there is no doubt; and our Government agencies had�

known of some and immediately rounded them up. But how�

many were in league with the J apanese Government, how�

many would betray the United States in case of an attack,�

how many would be thoroughly loyal, were questions no�

one could answer satisfactorily. Certain precautionary meas�

ures were immediately taken; all J apanese had to be in their�

homes at a certain hour and could not leave them in the�

morning before a set time.

However, since many of them lived in close proximity�

to essential war industries, and since most were in the�

coastal area, the War Department finally determined that

all J apanese, both non?citizens and citizens, should be moved�

from the Pacific Coast. I t was an Army order. Camps were�

hurriedly constructed away from the coast; dates and points�

of departure were set for different groups for the evacua�

tion. This compulsory movement of both citizens and non�

citizens was something unprecedented in the history of our�

country. The evacuees had to sacrifice their business, their�

farm lands, sell for a pittance their furniture, electric re�

frigerators, washing?machines; and were sent off in buses�

and trains to the Relocation Centers in the interior.

And then were heard the voices of certain people, moti�

vated by hysteria and fear and hate. A ll J aps were spies,�

they said. N ot one could ever be trusted. And this from�

certain vociferous people who had had none but J apanese�

help in their homes and who were, up until the war, thor�

oughly satisfied with them. Others madly contended that�

the only good J ap was a dead J ap. A  certain Congressman�

proclaimed he would introduce a bill prohibiting J apanese,�

even if they had lived here for ten generations, from be�

coming citizens. Others shouted that all with J apanese blood�

in them should be deprived of their citizenship. Others�

again, that after the war all of them, whether born in J apan�

or born in America, should be sent to J apan. And still�

others maintained that the J apanese should never be al�

lowed to return to California.

Such were the voices of hysteria; but many of them were�

voices of hate and avarice. Some who shouted the loudest�

about the J apanese had managed to take over the very fine�

farm lands which the J aps had labored for years to bring�

under cultivation; and these citizens were loath to give up�

what they had so easily acquired. So they disguised their�

cupidity as patriotism.

!� �- � ��� � � � '��� �� �� � #�� � � !� �$

Something had to be done to set people thinking rightly�

in a crisis of this kind. So there came into being about two�

years ago an organization known as the Pacific Coast Com�

mittee on American Principles and Fair Play. I t was started�

in San Francisco by a group of leading citizens in every�

walk of life. The honorary chairman is Dr. Robert Gordon�

Sproul, President of the University of California; the chair�

man is the H on. Maurice P. Harrison. On the Committee are�

such men as Dr. Ray Lyman Wilbur, formerly President of�

Stanford University and Secretary of the Interior under the�

Hoover Administration, and Dr. Robert A . Millikan, Chair�

man of the Executive Council of the California Institute of�

Technology. More recently a branch committee was organ�

ized in Los Angeles.

The Committee on American Principles and Fair Play�

came into existence at a critical moment in American his�

tory, not to coddle, and much less to glorify, the J apanese,�

but to champion and to safeguard American democracy. Its�

members are thoroughgoing believers in the virtues of the�

American form of government as expressed by the Found�

ing Fathers in the Constitution and the Bill of R ights; and�

the safeguarding of the Bill of Rights of the Constitution�

is first and foremost the concern of the Committee on�

American Principles and Fair Play. The Committee holds�

that whenever and wherever the Constitutional guarantees�

are violated in the treatment of a minority the structure of�

American government is threatened. Such a violation estab�

lishes a precedent; grant such a violation of rights against�

one minority, the rights of no minorities are safe, and the�

final result would be the overthrow of the very principle on�

which our nation is founded.

Furthermore, the Committee asserts that in time of war�

considerable sacrifice is demanded of all citizens and that
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concerning certain groups of citizens, when dangerous con�

ditions arise, particular caution is necessary. Hence, the�

War Department deserves the fullest and unfailing support�

in all matters of military concern; but the Committee re�

serves the liberty to question any Government action. Thus,�

when the Army insisted that military necessity required the�

evacuation of all J apanese, the Committee did not press the�

question, which had been raised, and rightly raised, whether�

such treatment of American citizens, or even of loyal aliens,�

fits in with our standard of American ideals. But the C om�

mittee does unceasingly insist that evacuation is no proof�

of disloyalty. The Committee further contends that, since�

the Army on the grounds of military necessity ordered the�

evacuation of the J apanese, it must be from the Army that�

the order will come allowing the evacuees to return and�

recover their civil rights.

As a minor point of policy the Committee feels that the�

gathering of persons of one race, as in a L ittle Tokyo, is�

liable to be a cause of social and political ills; and therefore,�

on return, the J apanese should be more dispersed. But it�

does not seem that there will be a mass feturn of evacuees�

to the West Coast. About half, or nearly half, of them have�

already left the relocation centers and have settled else�

where. There is nothing for many of them to return to�

here; their business has been ruined, their farms occupied by�

others. And among the Nisei— the American?born who are�

American citizens— there is a strong and readily under�

standable current of feeling against the area from which�

they were driven. Many of them would prefer to settle else�

where. But that they have a �� �� to return, if they so�

desire, cannot be denied without denying all that our coun�

try has meant to racial and religious minorities.

H ow  � ( � � )���� � � �� � #� � � � �� � �

Such are the policies of the Committee on American�

Principles and Fair Play. H ow does it go about to give ex�

pression to these policies? The Committee has but one�

weapon— Truth; and it endeavors to keep the light of truth�

shining before our people, especially before those who or�

dain the acts of our Government. I t endeavors to promote�

cool, clear thinking on the West Coast, and show that pas�

sion and prejudice, the inevitable companions of wartime,�

should not guide our actions. I t tries td draw a sharp line�

of demarcation between our enemies in J apan, the military�

leaders and criminals, and persons of J apanese ancestry in�

the United States, the vast majority of whom are free from�

any stain of disloyalty, in spite of the fact that they have�

been the victims of discriminatory treatment.

When sweeping generalities and charges lacking support�

are hurled forth, the Committee answers them with docu�

mented facts. When, for instance, our misguided citizens�

assert that the only good J ap is a dead J ap, the Committee�

counters with the remarkable combat record of the 6DDth�

Battalion in Italy, a battalion composed entirely of Nisei pri�

vates, with half of its officers Nisei, and all of them volun�

teers. That Battalion went through Salerno and Cassino and�

has to its credit three Distinguished Service Crosses, twenty?�

one Bronze Stars, thirty?six Silver Stars, and nine hundred�

Purple Hearts— nine hundred out of 1,400 wounded in�

action. And the Committee quotes the words of L t. Colonel�

Farrant L . Turner, the commanding officer of that 6DDth�

Battalion: "I  have never had more whole?hearted, serious?�

minded cooperation from any troops than I  have received�

from my present command.”

Or when other vocal citizens shout that the J apanese can�

not be trusted in our midst, the Committee quotes Colonel�

Rendall J . Fielder, Assistant Chief of Staff for Military In�

telligence, Hawaiian Department, who says: "H aving been�

in charge of Military Intelligence activities since J une, 1941,�

I am in a position to know what has happened. There have�

been no known acts of sabotage, espionage, or fifth?column�

activities committed by the J apanese in Hawaii either on or�

subsequent to December 7, 1941.” And this in the Island of�

Hawaii where the danger of attack was immeasurably�

greater, but where the J apanese were not evacuated from�

their homes and placed in so?called relocation centers.

Thus the Committee on American Principles and Fair�

Play does its work; and it has met with great success in�

making people realize that they should not be moved by�

hysteria and prejudice. I t has found that the press is sym�

pathetic. Basically, men throughout the world are in search�

of the same thing— a decent security, an opportunity to�

advance themselves and better their position for themselves�

and their families, and thus realize in themselves the great�

dignity of man. The answer to these longings of the human�

heart is best found in the American concept of democracy.�

I t is this we must fight for with all the vigor that charac�

terizes our armies on the battlefields abroad.

THE SUMMER’S WAR �

IN EUROPE

Col. CONRAD H. LANZA

AS THE SE  L INE S are written in mid?September, the war�

in Europe is starting on : new phase. Since J une, two great�

campaigns have been fought— one east of Germany by Rus�

sia; and the other west of Germany in France by the com�

bined Allied armies of Americans, British and Canadians.�

A  secondary campaign has been under way in Italy.

In both main theaters of operations extraordinary vic�

tories have been won. Great areas have been freed from�

German rule and occupation. The German armies have been�

all but driven back into Germany. Apparently they will�

be able to make but one more serious resistance.

In five years of uninterrupted war no summer has been�

more fruitful of important changes than the one just clos�

ing. I t is well to review what has been accomplished and�

how it was done. I t will then be easier to understand the�

campaigns scheduled for .the coming autumn.

, ( � � )���� �- � � � � � #� �� � �

The plans for the invasion of France were commenced�

by a joint American and British staff in 1942. The decision�

was made in that same year that the invasion would not�

occur until everything was ready, and not until it was�

certain that, once commenced, it could be kept rolling on�

toward victory.

A t the Quebec conference in August, 1943, Mr. Churchill�

had with him the complete plan for the invasion. This plan�

selected the beaches to be attacked and outlined the main�

operations to follow. There was also a mass of detail to�

support the conclusions arrived at.

Although the plan was ready a year ahead of the time�

it was to be put into effect, it took until this summer to�

assemble, train and equip the vast armies which were to be�

employed. On J une � of this year the invasion was launched.

A t that time, according to Allied Intelligence reports,�

the Germans had a million troops in France and the Low�

Countries. The strength of the Allied armies has not yet�

been divulged. But a million Allies had been landed in�

Normandy by J uly 4, which is at the rate of a quarter of
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COMMITTEE ON AMERICAN PRINCIPLES AND FAIR PLAY

January 27, 1943

At a 'well attended meeting at the Commercial Club in 
San Francisco on Monday, January 25, the Committee on 
American Principles and Fair Play was definitely or gan�
ized. The statement of purpose, policies, and gener al 
outline of organization were adopted very much as o rig�
inally sent to you. I have been asked to serve as c hain 
man of "the Nominating Committee for the officers a nd 
committees of the organization. The other members o f the 
committee are; Mrs. Alfred McLaughlin, Mr. Harry Ki ng- 
man, Dr. Paul Taylor, and Mr * Galen Fisher.

It is our feeling that in making these nominations we 
should have before us the names of prominent citize ns 
and leaders from the various groups that we desire to 
draw into cooperation. Those suggested should be kn own 
to be sympathetic to the purposes of the Committee.
Viill you assist us by giving careful thought to th is 
matter by noting on the attached sheet the names an d 
addresses of selected individuals within the genera l 
classifications noted? Brief comments regarding the m, 
their positions or qualities of leadership and infl u�
ence will be of great help to the Committee. The su g�
gestions are for consideration as officers or commi ttee 
members and not for general membership purposes• To  
facilitate the return of these suggestions promptly , a 

self-addressed envelope is enclosed.

The committee is meeting on Friday, February 5, and  it 
is important that we receive your suggestions befor e 

that date.

Very cordially yours,

Allen C. Blaisdell 
International House 

Berkeley, California

ACBiWLB
enclosure



i i ext  on the agenda f o r  R etu r n i n g E vacu ees

S u ggest i on s  t o C h apter s and M embers o f  C ommittee on  A mer ioan 
P r i n c i p l es  and F a i r  F l ay

S i n ce th e ex cl u s i on  or d er s  were ca n cel l ed  on J anuar y 2, 1945 ,̂ Fe&& 
t t e » two thousand have r et u r n ed  t o th e W est C oast*  Why? F or  many 
r ea son s , but  l o c a l  h o s t i l i t y ,  and sh or tage o f  h ou s i n g, J obs, and 
fu n ds ar e among the ch i ef *

what can  we now do t o remove the ob s t a c l es ?  Read G uide P os t s  f o r  
many p r a c t i ca l  su ggest i on s*  The f o l l ow i n g  p oi n t s  ar e supplementar y*
1* S t i m u l ate the for m a t i on  o f  l o c a l  C ou n oi l s  f o r  C i v i c U n i ty i n  

cou n ty sea t s  and ot h er  c i t i e s  where t h er e ar e m i n or i t y  gr ou ps, 
u n l ess  t h er e i s  a l r ea d y  an equ i v a l en t  or ga n i s a t i on ,  n eed i n g on l y  

t o be expanded, or  one can  be for med by f ed er a t i n g  s ev er a l  com mi t tees*  
Such cou n ci l s  sh ou l d  cov er  a i l  m i n or i t i es ,  n ot  si m pl y J apanese*  See 
par agr aph  2 and 3 o f  G uide P os t s *

2* H elp us secu r e capabl e F l i l t  W or k er s, e s p ec i a l l y  t o form C ou n ci l s  
f o r  C i v i c U n i ty*  T hey sh ou l d  be a b l e t o g i v e enough t ime t o 

f o l l ow  th r ou gh  on such  or ga n i sa t i on s*  Send us p a r t i cu l a r s  abou t  
a v a i l a b l e per son s l i v i n g  anywhere on t h i s  C oast  who cou l d  g i v e two 

week s or  more* I n  cer t a i n  ca s es ,  ou r  C ommittee w i l l  gr an t  t r a v e l  
expen ses*  A l r ea d y , s i x  F i e l d  W or k er s have been  s u p p l i ed  by coop er �
a t i n g  a gen ci es*  A s many more ar e u r gen t l y  needed*

3* See the n ea r est  W R A  r ep r es en t a t i v e and a s cer t a i n  what s p e c i f i c  
a i d  he n eeds as t o J obs* h ou s i n g, and s er v i ce  t o i n d i v i d u a l  

r et u r n ees*  See G uide P os t s  f o r  l i s t  o f  WRA l o c a l  a gen t s .

4* I n l i s t  J apan eseCspeak i n g p er son s  t o ser ve as I n t er p r et er s  f o r  
I s s e i  when needed*  G ive one copy o f  the l i s t  t o th e WRA a gen t .

5* I n ter v i ew  G overnment o f f i c i a l s  as t o r e i n s t a t i n g  for m er  R i s e! 
empl oyees*

6* C on su l t  l o c a l  L abor  U n ions as t o ap p l y i n g t o r et u r n ees  the 
n a t i on a l  code o f  n on Cd i s cr i m i n a t i on  on accou n t  o f  r ace*
S ecu r e a R evol v i n g L oan F und, t o h el p  r et u r n ees  get  es t a b l i s h ed ,  

i f  ca r e f u l  i n qu i r y  shows l oan s  t o be w ar r an ted*  C on su l t  WRA agen t*  
8* G et  com m i t tees i n  ch u r ch es and cl u bs  t o k eep ed u ca t i n g t h ei r

p u b l i c  i n  sound i d ea s  and p r a ct i ces  towar d

if* **«* w «.ex «»̂ oi icy i s  can vass i n g f o r  J obs and h ou si n g f o r

r et u r n ees ,  t a ck l e t h i s ,  i n  coop er a t i on  w i th  RA and U* S* B mployC 
ment S er v i ce*

10# R a t i on a l  and w est  C oast  X’r ot es t a n t  C hurch bod i es  have s t r on g l y
en dor sed the p o l i cy  o f  i n t eg r a t i n g  the r et u r n ees ,  es p e c i a l l y  R i s e i ,  
i 4 t o r egu l a r  ch u r ch es*  E ncour age l o c a l  ch u r ch es t o  make r et u r n ees  
h ea r t i l y  welcome i n  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  and membership*

R uth  W* K ingman and G alen  F i sh er
A p r i l  1945 f o r  the E x ecu t i ve C ommittee 

2287 T el egr aph  A venue, B er k el ey  4, C a l i f
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A talk given by Dr. Robert� C �� Sproul,�

President of the University of California,�

at the California Club in Los Angeles,�

California on June 29, 1944, at a lunch�

eon meeting of a group interested in the�

Pacific Coast Committee on American�

Principles and Fair Play.
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T he C ommittee on American Principles and�

Fair Play, of which I am H onorary C hairman,�

came into existence at a critical moment in�

American history, and to afford a means for the�

expression of views of all but unspeakable im�

portance. I t did not come into existence to pro�

tect, much less to coddle or glorify, the J apanese,�

but to champion and help to safeguard American�

democracy. I t is not an organization of starry?�

eyed U topians, of intemperate lovers of strange�

peoples, but of hard headed believers in the�

virtues of the American form of government as�

expressed by the Founding Fathers in the C on�

stitution and the B ill of R ights. Its leadership�

in such persons as Dr. M illikan, Dr. R ay L yman�

Wilbur , and myself may be drawn from the�

lunatic fringe of American life, but it is not a�

leadership unacquainted with responsibility or�

unaware of the score. . . .

In spite of storms of abuse from certain quar�

ters, the C ommittee has been most successful.�

U p and down the Pacific Coast, it has attracted�

a very considerable part of those who are uni�

versally respected as leaders in their communi�

ties to participate in its activities and to speak�

out for its cause. O n the larger stage of the�

N ation, its influence has been even more notable,�

continuous and effective. In the face of honest�

hysteria and dishonest demagogy, it has affected�

the policies of our government both in the leg�

islative and executive branches. W ith  the judicial�

branch its cause is secure because, to put it�

simply, it is just. . . .

����L�����������	

# � � �� � �� 	 � � � � ��� �� *� above everything else and�

for all of the time, the concern of the C ommittee�

on American Principles and Fair Play is for the�

���� ������#�����1�!!��#�'� �����#������������������

�#�����*����)���	���� I t believes with fervor, with

fanaticism i f you will, that whenever and wher�

ever the constitutional guarantees are violated�

in the treatment of a minority, no matter how �

unpopular or helpless, the whole fabric of Amer�

ican government is weakened, its whole effective�

ness impaired. Each such violation establishes�

an evil precedent which is inevitably turned�

against another minority later, and eventually�

against the very principle on which our N ation �

is founded, namely, the dignity and worth of the�

human individual.

E ven on this fundamental tenet of its faith,�

however, the position of the C ommittee is not�

doctrinaire or academic. I t has recognized from�

the beginning, and under considerable heckling�

from its own more intemperate members, that�

the exigencies of war demand some sacrifice of�

the ordinary rights of all citizens, often consid�

erable sacrifice, and that concerning certain�

groups of citizens under certain dangerous con�

ditions extraordinary caution and special treat�

ment are necessary and defensible if not desir�

able. But the C ommittee believes firmly that the�

guarantees of the B ill of R ights should be yielded�

only in extremity, only by deliberate and con�

scious act, and only in the cases of dangerous�

or subversive individuals or groups. A ll  others�

should have its protection until there is proven�

need for martial law. As Acton, the great his�

torian of human freedom has said, “T h e test of�

a free country is the security it gives to minor�

ities.”

�B����	�������	���

, ( �� �����	 � rock upon which the C ommittee�

on American Principles and Fair Play establishes�

its firm foundation, is the assumption, docu�

mented by the experience of man over the cen�

turies, that in time of war, the military organi�

zation of a nation, in this country the War  D e�

partment, deserves ungrudging, unstinted, un�

failing support in all matters of military concern.�

T h e C ommittee has followed that policy un�

swervingly ever since it was established, and has�

found it sound, although it has always reserved�

the liberty to question any Government action.
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For example, when the Army decided that evac�

uation of the J apanese from the Pacific Coast�

was required by military necessity, the C ommit�

tee dropped immediately the important ques�

tions it had been raising, and properly raising,�

as to whether such treatment of American citi�

zens or even loyal aliens squared with American �

ideals. But the C ommittee continues to combat�

the idea, now being advanced, that evacuation�

is proof of disloyalty. Moreover, the C ommittee�

contends that, since the Army ordered the evac�

uation, on grounds of military necessity, the�

Army should likewise decide when the process�

is to be reversed, and the evacuees allowed to�

recover gradually their civil rights. When  the�

Army decides that the time has come to take�

this step, and issues a proclamation as clear as�

the original orders for the evacuation, the C om�

mittee on American Principles and Fair Play�

will once again cooperate to the limit with the�

military authorities and the War  Department.�

A nd it believes that every patriot who prizes his�

own civil liberties should do the same.

����������������	���

%, ( �� �� �� � � a number of minor facets of C om�

mittee policy, of course, but none which runs�

counter to the two major principles which I  have�

discussed here today. O f these minor policies, I �

shall refer only to one, and that one only because�

it is a fertile source of misrepresentation as to�

the C ommittee’s attitude. T he C ommittee does�

not believe that all J apanese who have been�

..evacuated from C alifornia should be returned�

to their homes. O n the contrary, it favors the�

policy of dispersed relocation, which is the policy�

of the War  R elocation Authority. I t holds with�

all sensible Californians that the swarming of�

persons of one race in a Ghetto or a L ittle M ex�

ico or L ittle T ok io, the separation of a minority�

physically and culturally from the rest of the�

population is a profound social and political�

error and a potent breeder of social and political�

ills. Moreover, it is convinced that there will�

never be a mass return of evacuees to the West�

Coast. H alf of them, approximately, have already
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been located elsewhere, or are likely to be by�

the end of 1944. In many instances, there is noth�

ing for the others to return to here. A mong the�

Nisei, there is a strong and understandable cur�

rent of feeling against this area, and many of�

them have no intention of coming back if they�

can avoid it. But the �� �� of loyal J apanese to�

come back if they so elect, cannot be denied�

without a denial of all that America has hitherto�

meant to racial and religious minorities, of all�

that is has symbolized for the hopes of humanity.�

T h e dream of America will be over when the�

color of men’s skins or other physical character�

istics determines the communities in which they�

may live.

O n this most significant issue the C ommittee�

on American Principles and Fair Play stands�

four square, with the President of the U nited�

States in his official statement of federal policy�

on relocation:

“W ith  the segregation of the disloyal�

evacuees in a separate center, the War  R e�

location Authority proposes now to re�

double its efforts to accomplish the relo�

cation into normal homes and jobs in com�

munities throughout the U nited States,�

but outside the evacuated area, of those�

Americans of J apanese ancestry whose loy�

alty to this country has remained unshaken�

through the hardships of the evacuation�

which military necessity made unavoid�

able.

��A1	�	����	B��

6 & ����( � � � �restore to the loyal evacuees�

the right to return to the evacuated area�

as soon as the military situation will make�

such restoration feasible. Americans of�

J apanese Ancestry, like those of many�

other ancestries, have shown that they can,�

and want to, accept our institutions and�

work loyally with the rest of us, making�

their own valuable contribution to the�

national wealth and well?being. In vindi�

cation of the very ideals for which we are
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fighting this war it is important to us to�

maintain a high standard of fair, consid�

erate, and equal treatment for the people�

of this minority, as of all other minorities.”

T h is statement, we believe, is to be construed�

as a solemn pledge spoken by the President in�

the name of the American people.

������	1��G��A

S o  �� � ( � for the policies of the C ommittee�

on American Principles and Fair Play, and now �

for a word or two on how it sets about to im�

plement those policies. T h e sole weapon of the�

C ommittee is the truth, and the L ight of T ruth �

it tries to keep shining before our people, and�

especially those who determine the acts of our �

government, brightly and continuously. I t seeks�

to promote cool, clear thinking, especially by the�

West Coast public, in spite of the distortions of�

fact and excesses of passion and prejudice which�

are inevitable in wartime. I t helps the public to�

draw a line sharply between our enemies in�

J apan, the military criminals for whom no fate�

is too harsh, no punishment too cruel, and per�

sons of J apanese extraction in the U nited States,�

two?thirds of whom are free from any blemish�

of disloyalty, even under the stress of most dis�

criminatory treatment.

T he C ommittee meets sweeping generaliza�

tions and wholly unsupported charges with docu�

mented facts. For example it confronts those who�

say that the only good J ap is a dead J ap with�

the extraordinary combat record of tne 100th�

Battalion in Italy, a battalion composed entirely�

of N isei privates, with half its officers Nisei, and�

all of them volunteers. T hat battalion came out�

of Salerno and Cassino with three Distinguished�

Service Crosses, 21 Bronze Stars, 36 Silver Stars,�

and 900 Purple Hearts—900 out of 1400 wounded�

in action. Again, for example, it answers the�

threat that returned white service men would�

murder persons of J apanese stock if they re�

mained in the U nited States, by publishing�

scores of letters from men in the fighting forces,�

saying, in the words of one of them “H ave no
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fear that returning soldiers would desire to slit�

the throats of loyal J apanese at home. . . . W e'l l �

do our fighting on the battlefields against our �

country’s enemies, and not on the streets at�

home against our country’s friends.”

F inally, the C ommittee backs every group�

and every individual that speaks out for sound�

Americanism and against the evil doctrine that�

justice and power are synonymous. I t supports�

Seth M illington, Past G rand President of the�

Native Sons of the G olden West, and former �

State C ommander of the American L egion, when�

he says to the C ommonwealth C lub, “I  would�

have all known disloyal J aps sent to the land of�

the rising sun . . .  by the first ship leaving San�

Francisco. T hose who have volunteered for our �

armed forces I  would keep here as part of our �

population.” A nd the C ommittee is sympathetic�

with M r. M illington’s dilemma (but probably�

not with his solution of it) when he says further,�

“As to those that cannot be classified as either �

loyal or disloyal there is a most difficult problem.�

U nder the law they are citizens and have rights.”

T he C ommittee endorses even more heartily�

these statesman?like sentences of C ommander �

W m . P. H aughton, of the American L egion, D e�

partment of C alifornia:

���B	�� �����

%� ���� � � �� ��� ����� of J apanese ancestry are�

now serving with the armed forces of our coun�

try on the battle fronts, and, according to all�

reports, are serving valiantly and well. W e salute�

all men and women who love this country�

enough to fight and, if needs be, die for it. Every�

person good enough to fight for us is entitled to�

our respect and equal protection under the C on�

stitution.” T hese words are a stinging rebuke to�

those patrioteers who, Nazi?like, would have us�

substitute a caste system based on race and color �

for the democratic principles of human worth�

and equality under the law. W e cannot interpret�

them, or the word of M r. M illington, as justify�

ing the exclusion of loyal J apanese from C ali�

fornia. . . .
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T he barometer of tolerance toward the evac�

uees is still too low on this Coast, and the oppo�

sition is still vehement and unscrupulous. W e�

need to expedite the program of the U nited�

States Government, and to create an acceptance�

by the C alifornia public of the enlightened�

American way of dealing with law?abiding per�

sons even though they are members of an un�

popular minority.

In your lifetime and mine, Western civiliza�

tion has twice drifted into a major catastrophe,�

due to lack of wisdom and understanding on�

the part of men. W e shall do so again, and we�

shall lose the values for which we fight, unless�

we understand the implication of those values�

for the kind of complex world in which we live�

today. Basically, what men are seeking the world�

over is a decent security, an opportunity for a�

larger share of the good things of the earth, and�

above all a sense of meaning and dignity in their�

own lives. T h e only answer that can be given�

to these deep, perpetual hungers of men lies in�

the American concept of democracy, in the ideal�

of the common humanity of all men. L et us fight�

to preserve that concept no less vigorously than�

we fight to destroy the Germans and the J aps in�

E urope and the Pacific.

� $ � � �� � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � � $  � �
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“We unreservedly condemn the injection into Amer�
ican life of appeals to racial and religious prejudice.”

&)�8	+������H�I	������J���'��0�8��0����
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“We believe that racial and religious minorities�
have the right to live, develop and vote equally with�
all citizens and share the rights that are guaranteed by�
the Constitution. Congress should exert its full consti�
tutional powers to support those rights.”

&(�?���������I	������8���'��0�8��0����
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A p r i l  16, 1945

P o l i cy  o f  the F a i r  P l ay  C ommittee as t o l o c a l  or ga n i z a t i on  i n  
C ommuni t ies es p ec i a l l y  h os t i l e  to r et u r n i n g E vacu ees.

A dher ence t o O r i g i n a l  B as i c P o l i c y .

The C ommittee adh er es s t r i c t l y  to i t s  o r i g i n a l  p o l i c y ,  namely,
,Tt o su ppor t  and defen d  the con s t i t u t i on a l  r i g h t s  o f  l a w Ca b i d i n g 
per son s o f  O r i en t a l  d escen t  i n  the U n i ted S t a t es ,  and p a r t i cu l a r l y ,  
o f  the J apanese A mer i cah  ev a cu ees .”

M eans of  A pp l y i n g t h i s  P o l i c y .

The C ommittee has adopted many means t o ca r r y  ou t  t h i s  p o l i c y ,
I t  has been fou n d, how ever , t h a t  i n  commun i t i es where op p os i t i on  t o 
the r et u r n  o f  th e evacu ees i s  s t r on ges t ,  th e l ea d i n g c i t i z e n s  ar e 
u n w i l l i h g  t o for m any or ga n i z a t i on ,  l i k e  the F a i r  P l ay  C ommi ttee, 
w h i ch  makes i t s  s o l e ob j ec t i v e  to a i d  O r i en t a l s ,  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  
J apanese A mer i can  ev a cu ees .” T hey w i l l ,  h ow ever , for m an  or ga n i z a t i on  
commi t ted t o d efen d i n g th e r i gh t s  o f  a l l  m i n or i t i es ,  i n cl u d i n g the 
J apanese eva cu ees. T h i s has been  the exp er i en ce a t  S acr amento, F r esn o, 
and T u r l ock , i n  r ecen t  months.

When su ch  a compr eh en si ve or ga n i z a t i on  was for med at  F r esn o, w i t h  
the name, C ou n ci l  f o r  C i v i c U n i t y , the l o c a l  C hapter  of  our  F a i r  P l ay  
C ommi ttee, headed by P r o f .  H uber t  P h i l l i p s ,  con t i n u ed  t h ei r  own 
a c t i v i t i e s ,  bu t  a l s o  threw t h e i r  f u l l  w ei gh t  i n t o the new or ga n i z a t i on ,  
th u s h el p i n g to ensu r e t h a t  i t  w ou ld g i v e p r oper  a t t en t i on  t o h el p i n g 
r et u r n i n g eva cu ees.

I n  vi ew  of  the f or eg oi n g  ex p er i en ce, th e C en t r a l  E xecu t i ve Com�
m i t t ee a d v i ses  the a f f i l i a t e d  C h apter s and a l l  i t s  members, t o use 
w h atever  methods w i l l  b es t  ach i ev e the d es i r ed  r e s u l t s .  I n  some 

com m u n i t i esr i t  may be bes t  t o coor d i n a t e ex i s t i n g  or ga n i z a t i on s ,  such  
as C lub and C hurch C ommittees f o r  S oci a l  A ct i on ; or  to for m a C hapter  
or  an i n for m a l  gr ou p o f  members of  our  C ommi ttee. I n  ot h er  commun i t i es 
a C ou n ci l  f o r  C i v i c U n i ty w i l l  be the bes t  agen cy .

P l an  o f  A ct i on .

I n  vi ew  o f  the r i s i n g  menace o f  or ga n i zed  b oy cot t s  and ex cl u s i on  
l eagu es  i n  v a r i ou s  com m u n i t i es, i t  i s  ob v i ou s l y  u r gen t  t h at  some 
prompt and E f f ect i v e  a ct i on  be tak en . S i n ce the for m a t i on  o f  C ou n ci l s  
f o r  C i v i c U n i ty has been  one o f  the most e f f e c t i v e  ways, i t  n ot  the 
on l y  way to e n l i s t  l ea d i n g c i t i z e n s  i n  cer t a i n  h os t i l e  com mu n i t i es, 
the E x ecu t i ve C ommittee w i l l  con t i n u e f os t e r i n g  such  C ou n ci l s ,  but  
each  C hapter  sh ou l d  f e e l  a t  l i b e r t y  t o ch oose i t s  own method o f  
p r oced u r e•

I t  w ou l d g r ea t l y  f a c i l i t a t e  cov er i n g  the w hole f i e l d  i f  each  
C hapter  w ou ld assume r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  c i t i e s  i n  i t s  n ei gh bor h ood , 
l e t t i n g  th e C en t r a l  O f f i ce  know w h i ch  on es. A few capabl e f i e l d  
w or k er s ar e n eeded f o r  sh or t  p er i od s  b efor e S eptember , expen ses and 
honor ar i um t o be p a i d , where n ecessa r y .  I n for m at i on  as t o can d i d a t es  
sh ou l d  be sen t  t o M r s. K ingman.


