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1.  Case r ecor d of  t he Yoshi oka f ami l y i n t he 
f i l es of  t he Communi t y Wel f ar e Depar t ment 
i n t he Tul e Lake Pr oj ect .  
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Yoshi oka.  

3.  I nt er vi ew wi t h Mr s .  Ki mi ko Yoshi oka.  
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THE YO SHI  OKA FAMI LY 

1.  I nt r oduct i on 

The Yoshi oka f ami l y l a compr i sed of  Sumi shi ge Yoshi oka,  36,  

hi a wi f e,  Ki mi ko,  26,  and t hr ee chi l dr en,  Yur i ko,  7;  Tomi o,  5 and 

Chi yeko,  one mont h.  Mr .  Yoahi oka was ar r eat ed by t he F.B . I ,  aoon 

af t er t he out br eak of  t he war and t he r emai nder of  t he f ami l y had 

been l i vi ng wi t h r el at i ves i n Tul e Lake.  Mr a.  Yoahi oka was bor n 

and r ai sed i n t he Uni t ed St at es but her husband i s i ssei .  She can 

speak J apanese and Engl i sh but t he chi l dr en al ways addr ess t hei r 

mot her i n Engl i sh.  Pr i or t o t he out br eak of  t he war Mr .  Yoshi oka 

was a f ar mer i n Gr i dl ey,  Cal i f or ni a and sol e suppor t er of  t he 

f ami l y.  

2.  Li f e of  Ki mi ko Yoshi oka 

Ki mi ko Tsuda was bor n on December 11,  1916 i n San J uan Bau-

t i st a,  Cal i f or ni a.  Soon af t er her bi r t h the f ami l y moved t o Mar ys-

vi l l e wher e she at t ended Mar ysvi l l e gr ammar school  f r om Sept ember ,  

1923 t o J une,  1931 af t er whi ch she went t o Pl acer Uni on hi gh school  

i n Aubur n wher e she maj or ed i n commer ce.  She gr aduat ed hi gh school  

i n J une,  1934.  She al so at t ended J apanese l anguage school  i n Mar ys-

vi l l e f r om Sept ember ,  1923 t o J une,  192b.  

Whi l e at t endi ng school  Ki mi ko hel ped t he f ami l y i n t he or char d 

i n Mar ysvi l l e.  I n 1931 when she went t o hi gh school  she began t o 

wor k af t er school  hour s and i n t he summer she wor ked f or S.  Ber kof f  

i n Aubur n packi ng f r ui t  f or 3 to 5 cent s a box.  Thr ee mont hs af t er 

her gr aduat i on she mar r i ed Yoshi oka and moved t o Gr i dl ey.  I n t he 
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year s f ol l owi ng she had t wo chi l dr en and was expect i ng a t hi r d when 

Pear l  Har bor was at t acked and her husband ar r est ed.  Rel at i ves 

hel ped her and on J ul y 10,  1942 t he pr egnant woman and her t wo 

chi l dr en evacuat ed t o Tul e Lake pr oj ect wi t h i n- l aws.  

Mr s .  Yoshi oka i s 5 f t .  2 i nches t al l  and wei ghs 130 pounds.  

She has no physi cal  def ect s.  She can r ead,  wr i t e and speak bot h 

J apanese and Engl i sh.  She has no r el i gi ous af f i l i at i ons.
1 

3.  Fami l y i n Tul e Lake 

Soon af t er t hei r ar r i val  i n Tul e Lake t he Yoshi okas had con-

si der abl e di f f i cul t i es but managed t o get by wi t h t he assi st ance of  

t he bl ock manager an d r el at i ves.  Mr s.  Yoshi oka' s par ent s who l i ved 

i n t he same bl ock pr ovi ded f i nanci al  assi st ance and hel ped i n t he 

housewor k whenever possi bl e.  Si nce Mr s .  Yoshi oka was pr egnant she 

coul d not wor k.  Her own br ot her ,  al so i n t he Pr oj ect ,  was unabl e t o 

gi ve f i nanci al  suppor t as he had a f ami l y of  s i x.  

I n Oct ober ,  1942 t he bl ock manager ,  wi t hout consul t i ng Mr s .  

Yoshi oka,  appl i ed f or publ i c assi st ance gr ant .  When t he soci al  

wor ker cal l ed on her she was at f i r st r esent f ul  t hat anyone shoul d 

of f er r el i ef .  Af t er consul t i ng her mot her - i n- l aw she f i nal l y de-

ci ded t o accept t he f und si nce she needed i t  badl y.  

Dur i ng t he wi nt er mont hs Mr s .  Yoshi oka managed on | 7. 25 a 

1.  WRA- 26.  
2.  Mr s .  Yoshi oka agr eed t o accept t he gr ant pr ovi ded i t  was 

was cal l ed somet hi ng ot her t han r el i ef .  She st at ed t hat she di d 
not want t o di sgr ace t he f ami l y of  her husband.  I t  was onl y af t er 
t he bl ock manager assur ed her t hat i t  was t he r esponsi bi l i t y of  t he 
gover nment t o make up f or any i nconveni ence caused by evacuat i on 
t hat she agr eed t o accept t he monf ey.  
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mont h she r ecei ved i n gr ant s and about f l O her mot her - i n- l aw was 

abl e t o pr ovi de.  I n November when her daught er had to get a pai r 

of  gl asses payment had to be made by gr ant s.  Ear l y i n December she 

gave bi r t h t o a baby at t he base hospi t al  and once agai n r el at i ves 

came t o t he rescue and pr ovi ded al l  t he necessar y equi pment and hel p.  

Dur i ng t he mi ddl e of  J anuar y t he I RA announced t hat i t  was 

possi bl e f or f ami l i es to j oi n i nt er nees at var i ous i nt er nment camps.  

She f el t  t hat i nasmuch as her husband was an act i ve member of  t he 

Hei mushakai  and woul d i n al l  pr obabi l i t i es not be r el eased,  t her e-

f or e wr ot e t o Mr .  Enni s of  t he Depar t ment of  J ust i ce but had no 

r epl y.  She r ef used t o appl y f or r epat r i at i on but st at ed she want ed 

t o t ake her chi l dr en t o t he i nt er nment camp because the chi l dr en 

needed t hei r f at her ' s car e. 3 

3.  See Appendi x I I .  
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Surname 

YOSHI OKA 

Man '  s name Cross reference ¿' i le Case # 
60 

Surname 

YOSHI OKA Woman' s nane 
Ki mi ko 

Other names used Fami l y =jf  
'  27147 

Present 
address 4411- D 

Cl assi f i cat i on 
PAG 

Referred by 
B.l.o ck. . .Man ager .  

Previ ous addresses 
Rt .  1 Box 6ò8,  Gr i dl ey  ̂ Cal i f .  

Date 
Oct .  19,  1942 

1.  Evacuated fron:  

2.  Rel ocated fro:  
Gr i dl ey,  Cal i f or ni a 

Mar ysvi l l e,  Cal i f or ni a 

FAMI LY COMPOSI TI ON 

Name 
J  

Bi rthdate |  Ei rthpl ace 
Ci t i zenshi p 

status 
Occurat i on 

Past i i n proj ect Regi stered 

Ki mi ko 12/ 11/ 16 

. 11/ 3/ 35 

Cal i f  ...  ci  t.i z en hswi f  5 npne yes.  .  

Yur i ko 

12/ 11/ 16 

. 11/ 3/ 35 Cal i f .  ci t i z en 

Torni o 7/ 7/ 37 Cal i f .  ci t i zen _ _ 

Chi ve ko . 1. 2/ 4/ 42 Cal i f .  ci t i zen 

i  

Legal l y responsi bl e and 
other rel at i ves "cl et i onshi p 

;  

Addi '  :  ss Numb er de pen dent s 

Sumi shi ge husband ;  New Mexi co 
� 

4 

i  ! ! 

Others i n househol d Rei at i onshi p Address 
1 n 
1 
! 

Vi si ted J apan 

Rel i gi on 

i  Who Vili  on Peri od 

None 
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Appendi x I I  

APPLI CATI ON TO J OI N I NTERNEE 

I NTERNEE:  Yoshi oka,  Sumi shi ge 
WI FE:  " ,  Ki mi ko ( 26) 
CHI LDREN:  " ,  Yur i ko (  7) 

,  Tomi o ( 5) 
,  Chi yeko (1 mo 

APPLI CATI ON 
Mr s.  yoshi oka made appl i cat i on f or her sel f  and her t hr ee smal l  
chi l dr en t o j oi n her husband i n i nt er nment camp.  

ATTI TUDE OF WOMAN 
Mr s.  Yoshi oka wi shes to j oi n her husband f or the f ol l owi ng r easons:  

1) She wi shes t o be wi t h hi m.  
2) She i s f ai r l y young and f eel s t he r esponsi bi l i t y of  

r ai si ng t he chi l dr en.  They wi l l  need t he care of  t he 
f at her .  

3) She i s compl et el y dependent on hi m,  f i nanci al l y as wel l  
as psychol ogi cal l y,  and f eel s t hat as l ong as she r emai ns 
her e she and t he chi l dr en wi l l  be a bur den upon her ot her 
r el at i ves.  

Mr s .  Yoshi oka has not appl i ed f or r epat r i at i on.  She had hoped t hat 
her husband coul d be par ol ed and j oi n her her e;  however ,  she sent 
i n a pet i t i on f or r ehear i ng wi t h af f i davi t s l ast August ,  and t o 
dat e has r ecei ved no assur ance t hat ouch a sol ut i on i s possi bl e.  
She woul d much pr ef er r emai ni ng i n t hi s camp i f  her husband coul d 
be r et ur ned.  

PROFI T PTY 

Fami l y has no pr oper t y under t he car e of  WRA.  

FI NANCES 
Mr s.  Yoshi oka has no f unds and woul d not be abl e to pay t he f ami l y' s 
t r anspor t at i on t o t he i nt er nment camp.  

RECOMMENDATI ON 
I f  t her e i s no possi bi l i t y of  a par ol e f or Mr .  Yoshi oka,  t he t r ans-
f er i s r ecommended.  

By 
Dor ot hy Mont gomer y 

Super vi sor ,  Soci al  Wel f ar e 



DOCUMENT TL- 54 

THE NAI TO FAMI LY 

CONFI DENTI AL 

Thi s document cont ai ns no di sgui ses ot her t han names.  
Al l  dat es,  pl aces,  and event s ar e accur at e t o t he best know-
l edge of  t he i nvest i gat or .  No par t of  t hi s document may be 
^̂ sed f or any pur pose what soever wi t hout f ur t her di sgui ses t o 
conceal  t he i dent i t y of  t he per sons i nvol ved and wi t hout t he 
consent of  t he di r ect or of  t he Evacuat i on and Reset t l ement 
St udy.  

Sour ces of  I nf or mat i on:  

1.  Case r ecor d of  t he Nai t o f ami l y i n t he f i l es 
of  t he Communi t y Wel f ar e Depar t ment i n t he 
Tul e Lake Pr oj ect .  

2,  I nt er vi ews wi t h Mr s.  Nai t o on sever al  occasi ons.  

5.  WRA-  26,  I ndi vi dual  Recor d For m,  f or Mr s .  Nai t o.  
Unf or t unat el y,  her husband

1

s f or m was not checked.  

Evacuat i on and Reset t l ement St udy 
The Evacuee Fami l y i n Tul e Lake 
Chi cago,  I l l i noi s 
Shi but ani ,  7/ 15/ 45 
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THE NAI TO FAMI LY 

1.  I nt r oduct i on 

The Nai t o f ami l y consi st s of  Mr .  Shi ger u Nai t o ( 50) ,  hi s wi f e 

Sachi ko ( 30) and t hr ee chi l dr en,  Mar y ( 9) ,  J i mmy ( 7) ,  and Nor i ko 

( 11) .  Mr .  Nai t o i s an I ssei ,  but hi s wi f e and chi l dr en wer e al l  

bor n i n t he Uni t ed St at es.  Mr s .  Nai t o was educat ed i n J apan,  how-

ever ,  and has an excel l ent command of  t he J apanese l anguage.  The 

chi l dr en ar e al l  bi l i ngual ,  but t hey addr ess t hei r par ent s i n 

J apanese.  

The f ami l y had a smal l  f ar m i n Or ovi l l e.  Mr s .  Nai t o was un-

abl e t o hel p her husband i n t he f i el ds because of  ki dney t r oubl e 

t hat had been bot her i ng her f or year s .
1

 The chi l dr en went t o school ,  

but i n spi t e of  t hei r ext r eme yout h,  t hey occasi onal l y hel ped t hei r 

f at her doi ng l i ght j obs.  

Pr i or t o evacuat i on,  t he f ami l y mi ght be sai d t o have been i n 

t he mi ddl e of  t he st at us st r uct ur e of  t he J apanese communi t y i n 

Or ovi l l e.  They wer e not t oo hi ghl y r espect ed,  nor wer e t hey des-

pi sed.
2

 They wer e si mpl y accept ed.  

2.  The Li f e of  Mr s .  Nai t o 

Sachi ko I mada was bor n i n Vacavi l l e,  Cal i f or ni a,  on J ul y 11,  

o * J
h

i
S

.
 f a c t c o n ; f i

�e d by t he Base Hospi t al .  
2.  Test i mony of  bl ock manager ,  Oct ober 11,  1942 
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1912.  Her f at her ,  one of  t he ear l y i mmi gr ant s t o t he Uni t ed St at es,  

oper at ed a f r ui t  f ar m t her e.  Sachi ko spent much of  her ear l y chi l d-

hood wi t h her f ami l y si nce t her e wer e ver y f ew J apanese chi l dr en 

wi t h whom she coul d associ at e.  She r ecal l s ver y l i t t l e of  her ear l y 

chi l dhood i n Amer i ca,  f or at t he age of  5 she was sent t o J apan t o 

l i ve wi t h her gr ai i dmot her and t o get an educat i on.  

Pr om Apr i l ,  1917,  t o Mar ch,  1925,  she at t ended t he Toyot omi  

gr ammar school  i n J apan.  Ther e she made al l  of  her cl ose f r i ends,  

and af t er school  hour s she l ear ned f l ower - ar r angement t echni ques 

and ot her such t hi ngs pr epar at or y t o mar r i age f r om her r el at i ves.  

Af t er her gr aduat i on,  she hel ped ar ound her home and her r el at i ves 

ar r anged a mar r i age bet ween her and a man who had r et ur ned t o J apan 

i n t he sear ch of  a wi f e.
5

 Soon af t er her mar r i age,  i n Febr uar y,  

1929,  she r et ur ned t o t he Uni t ed St at es wi t h hi m and set t l ed i n 

Vacavi l l e,  Cal i f or ni a.  Not much l at er ,  t he f ami l y moved t o Or ovi l l e,  

wher e her husband had a f ar m.  Ther e she r ear ed her t hr ee chi l dr en.  

Mr s .  Nai t o i s 5 f eet t al l  and wei ghs 88 pounds.  She has had 

sever al  ki dney oper at i ons,  t he most ser i ous one soon af t er t he 

bi r t h of  her l ast chi l d.  She began havi ng t r oubl e af t er t he bi r t h 

of  her second chi l d and has been advi sed agai nst havi ng mor e.  

Si nce al l  of  her educat i on was i n J apan,  she can r ead,  wr i t e,  and 

speak J apanese,  but had ver y l i t t l e under st andi ng of  Engl i sh.  

She has never wor ked out si de of  her home.  The f ami l y has no 

par t i cul ar r el i gi ous pr ef er ence. 4 

5.  Women wi t h Mr s .  Nai t o' s st at us as an Amer i can ci t i zen wer e 
much i n demand,  l ar gel y because of  t he f act t hat t her e wer e so f ew 
Ni sei  women i n t he pr oper age- gr oup f or t he young I ssei .  Her J apa-
nese educat i on made her par t i cul ar l y desi r abl e t o t he I ssei .  

4.  Taken f r om WRA- 26 f or m and f r om odd not es f r om t he i nt er -
vi ew of  Oct ober 19,  1942.  
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5,  The Hi st or y of  t he Fami l y 

Year af t er year ,  Mr .  Nai t o wor ked i n Or ovi l l e and yet t he f ami l y 

never seemed t o be abl e t o save much money.  The chi l dr en al l  went 

t o school ,  but somet i mes t he Nai t os exper i enced di f f i cul t i es i n 

suppl yi ng t hem wi t h adequat e cl ot hi ng.  I n good year s,  t hey managed 

qui t e comf or t abl y,  but i n t he l ean year s,  Mr .  Nai t o bar el y ear ned 

subsi st ence f or t he f ami l y.  He dr ank occasi onal l y and of t en gam-

bl ed.  On J ul y 10,  1942,  t he f ami l y was evacuat ed f r om t hei r home 

t o t he Tul e Lake Pr oj ect .  At t hat t i me,  t hey had onl y a f ew dol l ar s 

l ef t ,  f or t hey had t o pur chase sever al  i t ems t o pr epar e f or t he 

evacuat i on.  Thei r f r i ends who had gone t o camp bef or e t hem war ned 

t hem of  t he condi t i ons i n t he cent er and t hey came as wel l  pr epar ed 

as t hey coul d.  

I t  was not l ong af t er t hey wer e i n Tul e Lake when t hey f ound 

t hemsel ves al most dest i t ut e.  Mr .  Nai t o coul d not even gambl e wi t h 

hi s f r i ends because of  l ack of  f unds.  On Sept ember 13,  he vol un-

t eer ed f or beet f i el d wor k and l ef t hi s f ami l y i n t he pr oj ect v/ i th 

onl y a f ew dol l ar s l ef t .  Mr s.  Nai t o t r i ed t o f i nd a i ob but was 

advi sed agai nst wor ki ng by her physi ci an,  who f ear ed t hat she mi ght 

f ur t her i nj ur e her al r eady- i nf l amed ki dney.  On Oct ober 19,  she had 

t o appl y f or r el i ef  at t he Soci al  Wel f ar e Depar t ment .  She had appeal ed 

t o her Counci l man f or hel p and had been sent t o t he of f i ce.  

Dur i ng t he f i r st par t of  November she r ecei ved some publ i c 

assi st ance money f or her sel f  and her chi l dr en.  Much of  t hi s she 

used t o get heavy cl ot hi ng f or her chi l dr en,  si nce she had hear d 
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of  st or i es of  t he ext r eme col d of  Tal e Lake wi nt er s .  I t  was not 

l ong bef or e al l  her al l owance was spent .  

On November 11,  her husband r et ur ned t o t he cent er wi t h pr ac-

t i cal l y no money.  He t ol d hi s wi f e t hat he had ear ned ver y l i t t l e 

and t hat he had t o spend i t  al l  f or subsi st ence.
5

 Si nce t he f ami l y 

needed money badl y,  Mr s� Nai t o di d not di scl ose t o t he Soci al  

Wel f ar e Depar t ment t hat her husband had r et ur ned t o t he pr oj ect 

and appl i ed f or anot her Publ i c Assi st ance Gr ant .  One of  t he wor ker s 

acci dent al l y l ear ned of  t hi s,  but when she was cal l ed t o t he of f i ce 

she pl eaded t hat she had t o have money t o pur chase mor e cl ot hes f or 

her chi l dr en.
6

 A smal l  gr ant was made f or  No v e mb e r . 7 

Ear l y i n December ,  Mr .  Nai t o got a j ob as di shwasher i n hi s 

mess hal l  and t he f ami l y was t aken of f  t he r el i ef  r ol l s .  

4.  Comment s 

Thi s al l  t oo br i ef  di scussi on i s i nt er est i ng i n many r espect s.  

Bot h t he Nai t os wer e educat ed i n J apan and t hei r at t i t udes t owar d 

f ami l y r esponsi bi l i t i es r ef l ect t o some ext ent t he at t i t udes of  

5.  A check by t he Soci al  Wel f ar e Depar t ment di scl osed t hat 
t hi s was not ent i r el y t r ue.  Nai t o had been pai d a decent wage,  but 
had appar ent l y gambl ed most of  i t  away.  Mr s.  Nai t o seemed t o be 
awar e of  t hi s but st at ed t hat she di d not dar e br i ng up t he mat t er 
t o her husband.  

6.  Thi s i ndi cat es t hat Mr s.  Nai t o was awar e of  t he r egul at i ons 
gover ni ng publ i c assi st ance gr ant s�par t i cul ar l y t he cl ause st at i ng 
t hat empl oyabl e i ndi vi dual s and t hei r f ami l i es wer e not el i gi bl e.  

7.  Case #57,  Soci al  Wel f ar e Depar t ment ,  November 13,  - 1942.  
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many J apanese bachel or s of  cer t ai n l abor i ng cl asses and t he at t i t udes 

of  t he i deal  J apanese wi f e.  Whi l e i t  i s t r ue,  t hat f ami l y sol i dar i t y 

i s consi der ed i deal  i n J apanese soci et y,  we must al so t ake i nt o con-

si der at i on t he per ogat i ves t hat men had.  The husband and f at her 

was t he mast er of  t he f ami l y and he had t he r i ght t o do as he saw 

f i t .  Nai t o.  was a younger I ssei ,  and because of  t he pecul i ar age 

di st r i but i on of  t he J apanese i n Amer i ca,  many of  hi s age- gr oup 

f el l ows wer e not mar r i ed.  These bachel or s spent much of  t hei r t i me 

and money gambl i ng,  and Nai t o t r i ed t o keep up wi t h hi s f r i ends.  He 

was appar ent l y mor e concer ned of  hi s st at us i n hi s f r i endshi p gr oups 

t hat he was of  hi s st at us i n t he communi t y as a whol e.  

Mr s.  Nai t o,  of  cour se,  was t he i deal  J apanese wi f e.  Bhe was 

wel l  awar e of  t he shor t comi ngs of  her husband and yet never ment i oned 

t he mat t er t o hi m.  She di d t he best she coul d under t he ci r cumst ances.  

At t he same t i me,  she was much concer ned over t he wel f ar e of  her chi l -

dr en and went so f ar as t o l i e i n or der t o get f or t hem t he cl ot hi ng 

t hat she f el t  was necessar y f or t hei r heal t h.  She never asked f or 

anyt hi ng f or her sel f ;  i t  was al ways f or her chi l dr en.  
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Surname 

NAI TO 

Han' s name 
.  Shi ger u 

Cross referonco Fi l e 
CWD 

Case 
57 

Surname 

NAI TO Woman' s name 
Sachi ko 

Other names used Fami l y # 
27131 

Present 
address 4405- E,  Tui e Lake Pr oj ect 

CI assi f i cat i on 
P.  A.  G-.  

I .e.w.e.l l ,  . . .Ual i f  or ni a 
Ref erred by 

Counc i l man 
Previ ous addresses 

R. t.  ...g.  ...0Î>O y i l l  e,  Cal i  i or ai a_ 
Date 

Oct ober 19,  1942 
1.  Eva c ua t e d f  r OF.  

Qr avi l l e,  . . . Cal i f orni a on...  J ul y.  10. ,  1942. .  
2.  Rel ocated f rom 

FAMI LY C �P0S I TI  ON 

Name Bi rth ate j  Bi rthpl ace 
i  

50 ! J apan 

Ci t i zenshi p 
status 

Occupati ,  on 
Name Bi rth ate j  Bi rthpl ace 

i  
50 ! J apan 

Ci t i zenshi p 
status Past I n proj ect Regi stered 

Shi ger u 

Bi rth ate j  Bi rthpl ace 
i  

50 ! J apan Al i en Par mer Di shwashei  Yes 

Sachi ko.  30 n, s
A 

Al i en Wi f e None No 

Cori f eo  11 U. S.  . . . Ci ti zen School  School  No 

Mar  ̂
j  

9.  U- S.  Ci t i zen School  School  No 

7 U. S.  . . . Ci t i zen.  ;  School  School  No 

Legal l y responsi bl e and 
other rel at i ves Rel ot i onshi n Address Hurabe r dopen dent s 

Others i n househol d Rel at i onshi p 
.. . 

Address 

Vi si ted J apan "io :  Whan ,  Peri od 

Rel i gi on 
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THE YOSHI MOTO FAMI LY 

CONFI DENTI AL 

Thi s document cont ai ns no di sgui ses ot her t han 
names.  Al l  dat es,  pl aces and event s are accur at e t o 
t he best knowl edge of  t he i nvest i gat or .  No par t of  
t hi s document may be used f or any pur pose what soever 
wi t hout f ur t her di sgui ses t o conceal  t he i dent i t y of  
t he per sons i nvol ved and wi t hout t he consent of  t he 
di r ect or of  t he Evacuat i on and Reset t l ement St udy.  

Sour ces of  I nf or mat i on:  

1.  Case r ecor d of  t he Yoshi mot o f ami l y i n t he 
f i l es of  t he Communi t y Wel f ar e Depar t ment 
i n t he Tul e Lake Pr oj ect .  

2.  WRA- 26,  I ndi vi dual  Recor d For m,  f or Mr s.  
Yoshi mot o.  

Evacuat i on and Reset t l ement St udy 
Chi cago,  I l l i noi s 
Shi but ani ,  8/ 9/ 43 
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THS YOSHI MOTO FAMI LY 

1.  I nt r oduct i on 

The Yosbi mot o f ami l y consi st s of  Mr s .  Mi t suye Yoshi mot o,  30,  

her t hr ee chi l dr en,  Ai ko,  8;  Keni chi ,  5 and Mi yeko,  1 and a war d,  

Yoshi o Senba,  19.  Mr .  Mi nor u Yoshi mot o has been i nt er ned and con-

f i ned i n Lor dsbur g,  New Mexi co.  Mr s .  Yoshi mot o was bor n i n Wat s on -

vi l l e,  Cal i f or ni a but educat ed i n J apan.  Mr .  Yoshi mot o was bor n and 

r ear ed i n J apan.  The chi l dr en speak t o t hei r mot her i n bot h J apan-

ese and Engl i sh f or she can«e% speak Engl i sh r at her wel l .  

Pr i or t o evacuat i on Mr .  Yoshi mot o was a f ar mer i n Pescader o,  

Cal i f or ni a and hi s wi f e of t en hel ped hi m i n t he f i el ds.  The Yoshi -

mot o f ami l y i s Buddhi st .
1 

2.  Li f e of  Mi t suye Yoshi mot o 

Mi t suye I t ami  was bor n on J anuar y 10,  1912 i n Wat sonvi l l e 

wher e her f at her oper at ed a f ar m.  I n 1917 she was sent t o J apan t o 

her gr andmot her ' s home and f r om Apr i l ,  1918 t o Mar ch,  1926 she 

at t ended school  i n J apan.  Fol l owi ng her gr aduat i on she at t ended 

sewi ng school  unt i l  1929 when she r et ur ned t o t he Uni t ed St at es t o 

j oi n her par ent s agai n.  The f ol l owi ng year she at t ended sewi ng 

school  i n Sal i nas and l at e i n 1930 she mar r i ed Mr .  Yoshi mot o.  

I n Sept ember ,  1933 t he Yoshi mot os went t o Pescader o and began 

f ar mi ng t her e.  When she was not bur dened wi t h chi l dbi r t h she 

wor ked i n t he f i el d as an unpai d wor ker .  

1.  WRA- 26 
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Mr s.  Yoshi mot o i s 5 f t .  i nches t al l  and wei ghs 115 pounds.  

She has no physi cal  def ect s.  She speaks Engl i sh r at her wel l  but 

does not r ead nor wr i t e Engl i sh.  She wr i t es,  r eads and speaks 

J apanese.  She i s ski l l f ul  i n sewi ng.  Her r el i gi on I s Buddhi st .  

3.  Hi st or y of  Fami l y 

Pr i or t o evacuat i on i n Apr i l ,  1942 Mr .  Yoshi mot o was ar r est ed 

by t he P. B. I ,  and i nt er ned i n New Mexi co,  t hen Mr s.  Yoshi mot o and 

her chi l dr en went t o l i ve wi t h her br ot her ,  Oscar and hi s par ent s 

i n Sal i nas.  They evacuat ed t oget her t o Sal i nas Assembl y Cent er on 

Apr i l  29,  19 2̂.  Fr om t her e t hey wer e sent t o Tul e Lake on J ul y 4,  

1942.  

I nasmuch as she had Chi l dr en,  i ncl udi gg a smal l  baby she was 

unabl e t o wor k and depended on her br ot her and hi s f ami l y f or f i -

nanci al  suppor t .  He hel ped t o get essent i al s not pr ovi ded by t he 

gover nment but by Sept ember t he f ami l y savi ngs ran l ow.  Mr s.  Yo-

shi mot o ' s war ,  Yoshi o Senba,  who l i ved wi t h t he f ami l y was empl oyed 

on t he pr oj ect but di d not t urn over any money t o Mr s.  Yoshi mot o.  

Fi nal l y on Oct ober 19 Mr s.  Yoshi mot o appl i ed f or r el i ef  at t he 

Soci al  Wel f ar e Depar t ment .  Si nce t he war ,  Senba,  was »efc r egi st er ed 

as a member of  t he f ami l y even t hough he was not r el at ed and si nce 

he was empl oyed at t he pr oj ect gar age,  t he f ami l y was t echni cal l y 

not el i gi bl e f or publ i c assi st ance gr ant s.  The bl ock manager 

ar gued voci f er ousl y t hat Yeshi o was not r el i abl e and coul d not be 

count ed on t o suppor t t he f ami l y.  

On Oct ober 23 Yoshi o went t o t he Soci al  Wel f ar e of f i ce and 

obj ect ed t hat he was t oo young to suppor t an ent i r e f ami l y and was 

not wi l l i ngt o t ake t he r esponsi bi l i t y.  He st at ed t hat he woul d 

l eave t he pr oj ect soon.  The f ami l y was t her ef or e put on t he rel i ef  
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r ol l  and r ecei ved $7*50 f or Oct ober .  On Novetoer 5 Yoshi o l ef t 

f or wor k i n t he beet f i el ds i n I daho and t he f ami l y r ecei ved gr ant s 

i n November and December .  

On Mar ch 9,  1943 cl ot hes sent f r om t he Amer i can Fr i ends 

Ser vi ce Commi t t ee was gi ven t o t he mot her and t hr ee chi l dr en.  She 

st at ed t hat she had | 550 i n savi ngs i n a Bank of  Amer i ca i n Sal i nas 

and was t her ef or e dr opped f r om t he r el i ef  r ol l .  



Appendi x I  
I  Cross reference Surname 

YOSHI MOTO We:  � '  a ¿ £S j  Other" names used 
Mi t . suye |  I t ami   

4406- E,  Tui e Lake Pr oj ect 

Fami l y $ 
1.501.3 

Cl assi f i cat i on 
PA D 

Ref erred by 
Bl ock.  Manager ,  

Present 
address 

1.  Eva cua t e d f  r om 
Sal i nas,  .  Cal i f . ,  on Apr i l  29,  194. 2 

2.  Rel ocated f rom 
Sal i nas Assembl y. ,  Cepter_.jon J ul y ,  194 

FAMI  LY C OKPOS IT I  ON 
i Ci t i zenshi p 

Bi rthpl ace I  status Bi rthci a te 
Cal i f or ni a 

âpöH ci t i zen 
i  

U. S.
 !

 ci t i zen 

1/10/12 Ml tauye 

Ai ko 

none 

Keni chi  ci t i zen 

Mi yeko.  

Legal l y responsi bl e and 
other rel at i ves Rel ot i onshi p Addras Humbor dépendents 

Yoshi mot o,  Mi nora Husband 

Others i n househol d Address 

Senba,  Yoahi o Ward 

When 
Ll 2l Z_ i _! 922 



DOCUivxi i ftT Th- 56 

THE KAKAI  FAMI LY 

CGi T̂ DEi , TI AL 

Thi s document '  cont ai ns no di sgui ses ot her t han names.  
Al l  dat es,  pl aces and event s ar e accur at e t o t he best know-
l edge or t he i nvest i gat or .  ho par t of  t ni s document may be 
used i ' or any pur pose what soever wi t hout f ur t ner di sgui ses 
t o conceal  tri e i dent i t y or t he per sons i nvol ved and wi t hout 
t he consent 01 t he di r ect or oi  t he Evacuat i on and r eset t l e-
ment St udy.  

Sour ces of ' I nf or mat i on 

1.  Case r ecor d f r om t he f i l es of  t he Soci al  Wel f ar e De-
par t ment ,  ' rul e . uake Pr oj ect .  

2.  Di scussi ons wi t h Mr s.  Sadako Mur ayama,  soci al  wor ker 
who r i andl ed tri e case.  

5.  WRA- 26,  I ndi vi dual  r t ecord For m,  f oi  Mr s.  l âkai .  

Evacuat i on and Reset t l ement St udy 
Cni cago,  I l l i noi s 
Shi but ani ,  8/ 7/ 43 
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1.  I nt r oduct i on 

The Nakai  f ami l y i n Tul e Lake consi st s or Mr s .  Dor ot ny 

Nakai  ( 35) ana her txi ree chi l dr en,  Cni yor i  ( 8) ,  Hi r onobu ( b) ,  

ana Sat or u ( 6) .  Mr .  i vxasao i âkai  was i nt er ned t o t he Lor as-

bur g I nt er nment Cent er i n New Mexi co.  She has a br ot her ,  

Sam Nakai ,  who i s al so i n t ne pr oj ect ana i s mar r i ed wi t h 

f i ve chi i ar en.  Mr s .  Nakai  was "born i n Sacr ament o,  but she 

r ecei ved much of  her t r ai ni ng' i n J apan.  Ler husband i s an 

I ssei .  '  Al l  oi  her chi l dr en wer e bor n i n Sacr ament o.  

- f̂ fo ol  Dor ot ny hxdeko i Makai  

Dor ot hy Hi deko Toyama was bor n on J anuar y 2nd,  1908,  

i n Sacr ament o,  Cal i f or ni a wher e her f at her oper at ed a hot el .  

She at t ended t ne Li ncol n Gr ammar School  i n Sacr ament o f r om 

Sept ember 1916,  t o J une 1921.  I n November 1921,  she went 

t o J apan,  ana begi nni ng i n Apr i l  1922,  she at t endea t ne Gi r l ' s 

i i i en School  I n Yamaguchi ,  J apan.  She gr aduat ed f r om t her e 

i n Mar ch 1926.  I n Sept ember 1933,  she mar r i ea i v.asao Nakai  

who al r eady est abl i shed hi msel f  i n Sacr ament o,  ana r et ur ned 

t o t he Uni t ed St at es.  She at t ended t he ' f erugumi  Sewi ng School  

i n Sacr ament o f or t hr ee mont ns.  

Mr s .  Nakai  i s 4 f eet 10 i nches t al i  ana wei ghs 90 pounds.  

She has f r equent di zzy spel l  ana i s ani mi c.  Sne can r ead,  

wr i t e,  ana speak bot h Engl i sh ana J apanese.  Her hobbi es ar e 

embr oi der i ng,  cr ochet i n ,  sewi n ,  and r eadi ng.  Her r el i gi on 
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i s met hods t .
1 

3

� "- i story of  t he f ami l y 

At t he t i me of  t he at t ack on l ear l  har bor ,  Mr .  i \ial :ai  

was a t eacher i n t he Chr i st i an J apanese Language School  i n 

Sacr ament o ana was i nt er ned,  by t he F. B. I .  Si nce t he f ami l y 

was compl et el y dependant upon Mr .  Kakai ,  t l  ey soon went t o 

appl y l or r el i ef  ana r ecei ved i n t he f or a ol  r ent ,  gas and 

l i ght ,  ana f ood i r om t he Sacr ament o Count y bel i ef  Agency,  

bver yt ni ng nad t o be
 L :

i ven up,  i ncl udi n,  her husband' s i n-

sur ance pol i cy because i t  seemed i mpossi bl e at t hat t i me 

f or her t o make any payment .  On May 15,  1942,  t he f ami l y 

was evacuat ed to t he Wal l er ¿.a Assembl y Cent er ,  ana on J une 

20,  19 2̂,  t hey wer e sent t o t he Tul e Lake Pr oj ect .  

Soon af t er t hei r ar r i val  i n Tul e Lake,  Mr s.  f oakai  be-

gan wor di ng i c n needl e wor k t eacher i n t he Educat i onal  De-

par t ment .  She had some di f f i cul t i es,  however ,  because t hei r 

was no one who coul d car e f or her chi l dr en al l  t he t i me.  

She soon r esi gned f r om her j ob.  On August 6t h,  her bl ock 

manager went t o t he Soci al  Wel f ar e Department ' ' -  t o compl ai n 

1.  WRA- 26 
2.  Whi l e Mr s.  Hal l e was t he head of  t he Soci al  Wel f ar e 

Depar t ment ,  t he r egul at i ons ôver ni ng publ i c assi st ance 
gr ant s wer e evi dent l y r i gi d.  A per son had t o be compl et el y 
dest i t ut e,  unempl oyabl e,  and wi t hout any f r i end? or r el a-
t i ves who coul d hel p bef or e he was el i gi bl e.  The soci al  
wor ker s of t en l i ed i n or e r t o get money f or t hei r cl i ent s,  
Out Mr s.  Hal l e oi  t en checked t hei r wor k t o see that ,  ever y 
penny t hat was gi ven out was account ea f or .  I f  any pur chase 
of  "non- essent i al s, " such as f r ui t s f or t he i l l  or f or t he 
chi l dr en,  wer e made t he cl i ent was i mmedi at el y dr opped f r om 
tri e r el i ef  r ol l .  "I t  was not unt i l  Mi ss Mont gomer y became 
super vi sor t nat t nese st r ange r egul at i ons wer e dr opped.  
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t hat t he f takai  f ami l y was aest i t ut e ana needed ai a,  especi -

al l y ci ot hi n ..  When a soci al  wor ker cal l ed at her home,  

she cl ai med thp. t she coul c not wor k because ner chi l dr en 

needea al l  her at t ent i on.  She st at ed t hat nei t nei  she nor 

her nusbana nave any savi ngs i n any bank ana t hat she had 

onl y ;j j>3.00 on hhna.  She st at ea f ur t her t hat her br ot her ,  

Sam,  was unabl e t o gi ve her f i nanci al  assi st ance because 

he has f i ve chi l dr en oi  hi s own.  

un Au- ust 2b,  l vi rs.  i \ akai  r ecei ved
 v

6. 05 or cr edi t at 

tri e cant een.  She was t ol a t o pur chase onl y essent i al  com-

modi t i es.  She was ver y car ef ul  wi t h her money,  and on Sept -

ember 17,  she st i l l  had 9 H l ef t .  At t hat t i me she was 

t ol a t o f i nd a par t - t i me empl oyment .  ¿>he went t o t he Pl ace-

ment Of l  i ce but was t ol a t hat t her e wer e no
 f

i obs open and 

t hat possi bl y tor.  . feck of  t he Mess sect i on mi ght have a 

j ob i  or her .  On Sept ember 20,  t he soci al  wor ker cont act ed 

ivir.  r eck,  but st i l l  t her e wer e no j obs avai l abl e.  

About t hi s t i me,  tri e Soci al  Wel f ar e Depar t ment became 

ver y di sor gani zed,  and i vi rs.  i âkai ' s case was f or got t en l or 

sever al  mont hs.  On Oct ober 10,  when tri e depar t ment had 

been r eor gani zed,  t he soci al  wor ker cont act ed t he Pl acement 

Of l i ce aski ng t hat Mr s .  uakai  be gi ven unempl oyment compen-

sat i on si nce she haa expr essed her wi l l i ngness t o wor k but 

naa not yet been pl aced.  kr .  Fagant r epl i ed t hat Mr s.  wa-

kai  was unabl e t o wor k ana st at ea f ur t her t hat no one was 

r ecei vi ng unempl oyment compensat i on at t he pr esent .  Si nce 

i t  was i mpossi bl e t o ao anyt hi ng el se,  on Oct ober 26 ¿«rs.  

l Makai  was i ven t he publ i c assi st ance
 L

r ant .  
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On t hat same a ay s'  e nad t o pay bac<:  t he f cb. 05 t hat she 

haa bor r owed i roni  t he cant een.  i uarl y i n November ,  i vi rs.  i âkai  

was ol ' i erea a j ob as a vi si t i ng house- wor ker unaer t he Soci al  

Wel l  ar e Depar t ment ,  but she r ef used sayi ng tnat> sne haa got -

t en anot her j ob.  
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Surname 

Nakai  

Cross ref erence Man's name 

...Jïi.as.ao  
Woman' s name Other names used 

Fi l © 
G. VÜ 

Present 
..I nr esa -  ü 'X'uiß , â- rß,, I- y Q ,j  ß ç% 

-
. Previ ous addresses 

.02.1 ¿st er na. ..¿i u* S.a 
1.  Evacuated f rom 

b.£.cr:.ai:ient.o ,üa.l i£.orxi ia....  o/ , l a/ . 42.  
2.  Rel ocated f rom 

/aXl- e.i::.-  .a... As semai o - C.e.n.t.er: o./2.ü/> 2 ... 

Case # 
35 

Fami l y jf  
23Q3£ 
Cl assi f i cat i on 

Ref erred "by 
Blaai£.~i ftana*~©:£ 
Date 

FAMILY-  COMPOSITION 

Name 
I  Ci t i zenshi p 

Bi rthdate |  Bi rthpl ace i  status 
Occupat i on 

Pa s t  ! I n p r o j  e c t  Regi stered 

I : û, aak; : . Q. ,  UQX: . Q. . TX 2 1/2/07.. , . .  ;  &aci :sn.e.n.t o.  iU.-L.en 
i  
! 

. Qki XQr. 1 LL/ . XJ . : O/ . ~. .  Ba&c&mf i . nt p.  �u i .t_Lz.en.,  

iâx.Q.n.Qto.u  

Ba&c&mf i . nt 

h .  .  

S.a.to.r.u.  1 &ai .̂ ame;a. t û Üi .t. i zei :. .  S.a.to.r.u.  &ai .̂ ame;a. t 

i  
1 

i  
'1 
i  

Legal l y responsi bl e and 
other rel at i ves Rel ot i onshi p Addross Number dependents 

;  ! 1

 i  

I  
\ 

Others i n househol d 
1

 Rel at i onshi p Address 

i vi asao wakai  
.....Sam.,  k. akal  

1 Husband 
..'.....0J2-o.tn.ei? 

Lor dsbur g I nt sr nment Cent er ,  

Vi si ted J apan 
11/ 21 9/ 35 

1 Vi hen Peri od 

Rel i gi on 
Met hodi st 
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THE MOMO FAMI LY 

CONFI DENTI AL 

Thi s document cont ai ns no di sgui ses ot her t han names.  
Al l  dat es,  pl aces,  and event s ar e accur at e t o t he best know-
l edge of  t he obser ver .  No par t of  t hi s document may be used 
f or any pur pose what soever wi t hout f ur t her di sgui ses t o con-
ceal  t he i dent i t i es of  t he per sons i nvol ved and wi t hout t he 
consent of  t he di r ect or of  t he Evacuat i on and Reset t l ement 
St udy.  

Sour ces of  I nf or mat i on:  

1.  Fi l es of  t he Communi t y Wel f ar e Depar t ment of  
t he Tul e Lake Pr oj ect .  

2.  I ntervi evi rs wi t h Mr .  Momo and obser vat i ons made 
on t he Momo f ami l y.  

5.  WRA- 26,  I ndi vi dual  Recor d For ms f or bot h Mr .  and 
Mr s.  Momo.  

Evacuat i on and Reset t l ement St udy 
The Evacu " ' "y i n Tul e Lake 
Chi cago,  
Shi but ani ;  7/ 28/ 43 
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THE MOMO FAMI LY 

1.  I nt r oduct i on 

The Morao f ami l y consi st s of  Mr .  Shi maj i r o Momo ( 67) and hi s 

wi f e Sur a Momo ( 65) .  They have but one chi l d�Pf c .  Ben Momo,  

st at i oned at Camp Wol t er s ,  Texas.  They have not seen t hei r 

son si nce he was dr af t a l i t t l e bef or e t he out br eak of  t he war .  

Mr .  Momo i s qui t e act i ve f or an ol d man,  and i s st i l l  capabl e 

of  doi ng har d l abor .  Mr s .  Momo,  on t he ot her hand,  has been qui t e 

i l l  f or some t i me and I s ver y f eebl e.  Mr .  Momo was f or mer l y a 

f ar mer .  Nei t her have had much f or mal  educat i on,  and nei t her can 

under st and Engl i sh at al l .  Thei r f ai t h i s Buddhi sm.  

2.  The I ndi vi dual s i n t he Fami l y 

Shi ma. i i r o Momo 

Shi maj i r o Momo was bor n on Oct ober 15,  1875,  i n Hi oki  mur a,  

Ai chi  ken,  J apan,  wher e hi s f at her was a f ar mer .  He at t ended t he 

Yawat a mur a gr ammar school  f r om Apr i l ,  1882 t o Mar ch 1887.  Af t er 

hi s f or mal  educat i on was compl et ed,  he hel ped on hi s f at her ' s 

f ar m and l ear ned f r om hi m ho?;  t o f ar m.  He r emai ned wi t h hi s 

f at her unt i l  Apr i l ,  1903,  when he deci ded t o mi gr at e t o t he 

Uni t ed St at es.  Once i n t he Uni t ed St at es,  he wor ked i n cont r act 
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l abor camps and saved hi s money.  Fi nal l y,  i n 1916,  when he had 

saved enough money,  he sent back t o J apan f or hi s br i de.  He con-

t i nued t o shi f t  f r om j ob t o j ob unt i l  1926.  

I n Oct ober 1926,  Homo began wor ki ng f or K. F.  Paf r at h,  of  

Cl ar ksbur g,  Cal i f or ni a.  Ther e on t he aspar agus and beet r anch,  

Homo ser ved as gener al  car et aker at t he sal ar y of  5o cent s an hour 

unt i l  t he t i me of  evacuat i on.  ̂

Momo st ands 5 f eet 4 i nches t al l  and wei ghs 130 pounds.  He 

has no physi cal  def ect s and i s qui t e capabl e of  hard.  wor k.  He 

can r ead,  wr i t e,  and speak J apanese,  but has no under st andi ng 

of  Engl i sh.  Hi s r el i gi on i s Buddhi st .  

Sur a Momo 

Sur a Yokoi  was bor n on Apr i l  1,  1877,  i n Hi oki  mur a,  Ai chi  

ken,  J apan,  wher e her f at her was a f ar mer .  The Yokoi s and t he 

Homos wer e nei ghbor s i n t he vi l l age.  Sur a had no oppor t uni t y 

t o at t end school ,  and.  when she had l ear ned t he t r adi t i ons of  t he 

communi t y she mar r i ed.  Thi ngs di d not wor k wel l  i n t he mar r i age,  

however ,  ana i t  was not l ong bef or e she r et ur ned t o her par ent s.  

I n 1916,  she mi gr at ed t o Amer i ca as a "pi ct ur e br i de
11

 t o j oi n 

Shi maj i r o Momo.  

Once i n Amer i ca she f ol l owed Shi maj i r o about whenever he 

shi f t ed j obs.  She hel ped whenever she coul d,  but she devot ed 

much t i me her onl y son,  Ben.  

Her f ai t h i s Buddhi st . 2 

1.  WRA- 26 f or Mr .  Momo.  
2.  WRA- 26 f or Mr s .

 M

omo.  
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Mr s.  Momo i s f i ve f eet t al l  and wei ghs 95 pounds.  She has been 

havi ng hear t t r oubl e f or sever al  year s.  

5,  The Hi st or y of  t he Fami l y 

The Momos have al ways been ver y devot ed t o t hei r onl y son.  

They bot h wor ked har d so t hat Ben coul d go t hr ough school  and not 

have t o wor k as t hey t hemsel ves had t o do.  They bought hi m an 

aut omobi l e and saw t o i t  t hat he had ever yt hi ng t hat ot her Ni sei  

chi l dr en had.  J ust as Ben f i ni shed school ,  he was dr af t ed i nt o 

t he Ar my of  t he Uni t ed St at es.  

Mr .  Homo had no par t i cul ar sympat hy f or t he Uni t ed St at es,  

and he def i ni t el y had f el t  t hat J apan woul d wi n any conf l i ct t hat 

mi ght occur .  However ,  he t ook t he dr af t i ng of  hi s son phi l osophi cal l y.  

"Af t er al l ,  I  may be J apanese,  but my son i s an Amer i can.  He must 

be l oyal  t o hi s count r y even i f  i t  means t hat he wi l l  spl i t  f r om 

hi s f ami l y. "
5 

I n or der t hat Ben woul d not be t r oubl ed,  Momo t ook out a heavy-

i nsur ance pol i cy on whi ch he was payi ng § 190. 00 a year .  He al so 

put some savi ngs i n t he Sumi t omo bank i n t he event t hat t hey ever 

r et ur ned t o J apan. 4 

The war and t he evacuat i on expl oded many of  t he dr eams t hat 

t he Momos had been ent er t ai ni ng.  Ben was suddenl y t r ansf er r ed t o 

Texas,  and on J une 6,  Mr .  and Mr s .  Momo wer e sent t o t he Tul e Lake 

5.  St at ement by i :' r.  Momo on November 12,  1942  ̂
4.  I t  seems t hat Mr .  Momo ent er t ai ned vi si ons of  showi ng of f  

hi ss wel l - educat ed son t o hi s f r i - ends and r el at i ves i n J apan.  
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Pr ogect .  Si nce Mr .
 M

omo was one of  t he f i r st peopl e i n t he cent er 

he pi t ched i n wi t h t he ot her s i n an ef f or t t o make t he pl ace as 

comf or t abl e as poss i bl e.  H
e
 vol unt eer ed t o cl ean t he l aTbr i nes and 

was gi ven t he j ob as bl ock j ani t or .  He di d hi s wor k assi duousl y 

i n spi t e of  hi s age and kept t he l at r i nes as cl ean as t hey mi ght 

be.  The peopl e i n bl ock 4 wer e qui t e pr oud of  t he cl eanl i ness of  

t hei r bl ock� 

Among Mr .  Homo' s f r i ends i n bl ock 4 wer e t he I mamur as and 

Sakar adas�bot h f r om t he Cl ar ksbur g ar ea.  He vi si t ed t hem of t en 

and was of t en seen f l i r t i ng wi t h Mr s .  I mamur a,  par t i cul ar l y when 

hi s own wi f e was away.  

The l i f e i n camp was a bi t  t oo di f f i cul t  f or Mr s.
 M

omo and 

af t er a mont h she col l apsed.  She Y/as t aken t o t he hospi t al  and 

not r el eased f or al most f i ve mont hs.  Momo and a bachel or f r i end 

l i ved t oget her and managed r at her wel l .  

Dur i ng t he f ar m st r i ke,  Momo di d not j oi n t he agi t at or s.  

However ,  some of  hi s best f r i ends wer e among t hose agi t at i ng 

agai nst t he a d mi n i s t r a t i o n . 5 Hi s i deas g r a d u a l l y began cfco change.  

Wher eas he had once been ver y cooper at i ve and had expr essed openl y 

t he desi r e t o make Tul e Lake t he "best r el ocat i on cent er i n t he 

count r y" ,  he now began t o suspect t he ket o.  By Oct ober 3,  when 

t he r egul at i ons f or t he payment of  publ i c assi st ance gr ant s wer e 

announced,  Momo was convi nced of  t he i nj ust i ce of  t he evacuat i on.  

On Oct ober 3,  he went t o t he Soci al  Wel f ar e of f i ce and demanded 

t hat he be gi ven a Publ i c Assi st ance Gr ant i nasmuch as bot h he and 

hi s wi f e wer e over 65 year s of  age.  He st at ed t hat t he $100. 00 t hat 

he had st or ed away i n t he Sumi t omo Bank was of  no use t o hi m now 

si nce i t  was al l  f r ozen.  He di scl osed,  however ,  t hat he st i l l  owned 

5.  See document s TL- 46,  TL- 47,  and TL- 50.  
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t wo aut omobi l es ( one of  whi ch hi s son was usi ng i n Texas) and a 

cat api l l ar and a f ew ot her mi nor f ar m t ool s.  When he was t ol d 

t hat he owned t oo much t o be el i gi bl e,  he ar gued t hat he had t o 

pay f or a heavy i nsur ance pol i cy whi ch he di d not wi sh t o l ose 

because he had anl y a f ew mor e year s t o go.  Hi s st r ongest ar gu-

ment ,  however ,  was t hat he had no come t o Tul e Lake vol unt ar i l y 

and t hat t her ef or e i t  was t he r esponsi bi l i t y of  t he Uni t ed St at es 

gover nment t o gi ve hi m.  He conf i dent i al l y st at ed t o t he wor ker 

t hat t he J apanese wer e f ool s i f  t hey,  di d not t r y t o get as much 

f r om t he gover nment as poss i bl e.
6

 Thi s was a di st i nct change 

i n hi s def i ni t i on of  t he si t uat i on.  

Because of  r egul at i ons,  however ,  Mr .  Momo was not gi ven t he 

gr ant t hat he want ed.  He became ver y anger ed and cal l ed upon t he 

soci al  wor ker ear l y i n t he mor ni ng t o demand an expl anat i on.  He 

i mpl i ed t hat t he Ni sei  wor ker s i n t he of f i ce wer e conspi r i ng wi t h 

t he gover nment t o depr i ve t he I ssei  of  what was r i ght f ul l y t hei r s.  

He st at ed t hat j ust because he coul d not r ead Engl i sh,  t he Ni sei  

al ways t ook advant age of  hi m.
7 

Mr .  Momo t ook a r at her act i ve par t i n t he agi t at i ont hat 

f ol l owed i n t he mess hal l  i ssue.  He made known hi s st and and spoke 

voci f er ousl y agai nst t he admi ni st r at i on.  He was t hus t r ust ed by 

al l  t he ant i - admi ni st r at i on f act i ons of  TSl ock 4- - Ki bei  and I ssei .  

Mr .  Momo mai nt ai ned hi s r ol e as one of  t he chi ef  t r oubl e- maker s i n 

bl ock 4 unt i l  t he t i me of  r egi st r at i on,  when he suddenl y st opped 

sayi ng anyt hi ng.  

6.  Case r ecor d i n t he Soci al  Wel f ar e Depar t ment ,  case 166.  
See al so t he f i el d not es f or Oct ober 5,  1948.  

7.  Momo' s at t i t ude was ambi val ent ,  however .  He admi t t ed that 
hi s f or mer boss was t aki ng car e of  hi s pr oper t y and t hat hi s boss 
coul d be t r ust ed wi t h anyt hi ng.  I t  was not an ant i - ket o at t i t ude.  
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When t he agi t at i on began over t he r egi s t r at i on,  Mr .
 M

omo 

was unusual l y qui et .  Those who had expect ed hot wor ds f r om hi m 

wer e amazed as hi s s i l ence.  He st ayed away f r om al l  meet i ngs 

and di d not say much when ot her s wer e di scussi ng t he i ssue.  He 

and hi s wi f e r egi st er ed.  ̂ Thi s Y/as an ext r emel y di f f i cul t  t hi ng 

f or r esi dent s i n bl ock 4 t o do.  

4.  Comment s 

Her e we see t he case of  what we mi ght cal l  a t ypi cal l y i mmi -

gr ant pat t er n.  The i mmi gr ant s come t o t he Uni t ed St at es wi t h gr an-

di ose not i ons about maki ng mi l l i ons and t hen r et ur ni ng t o t hei r 

homel and wi t h hi gher st at us.  However ,  whi l e t hey ar e wor ki ng and 

wor ki ng,  t hei r chi l dr en become Amer i cani zed and deci de agai nst 

r et ur ni ng t o t he ol d count r y.  Because of  t hei r l ove f or t hei r 

chi l dr en,  t he i mmi gr ant deci des t o make hi s f ut ur e wi t h hi s 

chi l dr en i n A mer i ca.  

Dur i ng t he r egi st r at i on,  when r umor s Y/ ere ci r cul at ed t o t he 

ef f ect t hat t hose who answer ed ' ' no" or di d not r egi st er woul d be 

consi der ed di s l oyal ,  Homo had t o choose bet ween seei ng hi s son 

agai n or bei ng l oyal  t o hi s emper or ( accor di ng t o hi s concept i ons 

of  t he s i t uat i on) .  He chose t o r egi st er pr obabl y par t l y out of  

f ear of  r epr i sal s t hat he mi ght have t hought mi ght t o i nf l i ct ed 

on hi s son i n t he
 A

r my.  
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1.  . i nt r oduct i on 

The -  or i kawa f ami l y consi st of  i , r.  Kur at ar o hor i kawa ( 68) ,  

who i s par al yzed,  hi s wi f e l i ra ( 58) ,  and t wo sons -  I sao (;  4) 

who i s i n Tul e Lake,  ant t he ot her son w:  o i s i n t he U. S.  _, rmy.  

The ol d coupl e wer e bor n and r ear ed i n J apan,  and have vi r t ual -

l y no under s Landi ng,  of  Engl i sh,  bot h sons ar e Amer i cans but 

speak t o thei r par ent s i n J apanese.  Pr i or t o evacuat i on,  t he 

sons wor ked t o suppor t t he f ami l y,  an;  the ol der had r et i r ed.  

The Li f e of  TTru Hor i kawa 

TT

r a Amano was bor n on November 9,  1884,  i n I wakami - mur a,  

Yamaguchi - ken,  J apan.  She at t ended t he I wakami  Gr ammar School  

f r om i i . pri l  1891,  t o 1 l arch 1895,  and t hen hel ped her f at her who 

was a mer chant .  I n August 1915,  she mar r i ed and mi gr at ed t o 

t he Uni t ed St at es wi t h her husband.  

Dur i ng t he summer ,  f r om 1919 t o 1939,  she wor ked i n t he 

New Cast l e Packi ng Shed as a f r ui t  packer anc ear ned as much 

as v200 a season.  Fr om May 1939 on,  she l i ved on her sons'  

f ar m and hel ped as an unpai d wor ker .  

l : rs.  hor i kawa i s f our f eet ni ne i nches t al l  an,  wei ghs 

one hundr ed and t hi r t y pounds ,  and' has ar t hr i t i s .  She can r ead,  

wr i t e,  and speak J apanese but has no under tandi i i £ of  Engl i sh,  

her hobby i s gar deni ng ,  and her r e I t  i on i s Buddhi st .
1 

1.  I BA- 26 
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3.  The Hi st or y of  t he Fami l y 

Pr i or to evacuat i on,  AV el der . or i l awa di d pr act i cal l y 

no t hi n,  because he was ver y badl y par al yze .  On sever al  occa-

si ons he was conf i ned i n a hospi t al ,  and t he t wo cons oper at ed 

t he f ar m t o suppor t t he f ami l y.  One of  t he boys wer e, dr af t ed,  

and Mr s .  Hor i kawa who had wor ked f or t he past t went y year s be-

came r heumat i c and v.'as no l onger abl e t o wor k.  The f ami l y was 

evacuat ed to t he Ar boga Assembl y Cent er on ay 14,  194?,  and 

was r el ocat ed to t he Tul e Lake Pr oj ect on J une 26,  1942.  

Si nce t hei r ar r i val  t o
1

 Tul e Lake,  t hey had an ext r emel y 

di f f i cul t  t i me.  I sao went t o wor k as an appr ent i ce car pent er 

f or 12 a mont h,  but was not pai d f or s ve al  mont hs.  L. r.  Ho-

r i kawa was conf i ned i n t he base hospi t al  f ol i o in*_ t hei r t r ans 

f er and . as no r el eased unt i l  Sept era-  er .  r £.  Hor i kaua was 

unal ' j e to wor k,  par t i ;  because o.  her r heumat i sm anc par t l y 

because she had t o be near her husband to hel p hi m.  Fr om J une 

t o Oct ober ti  e onl y i ncome t hat t he f ami l y had �,.  s 12 t hat 

I sao had ear ned.  The , 46. 50 i n cl ot hi n.  al l owance anc sal ar i e 

wer e due but Lad not yet been pai d.  Si nce bed pan had not yet 

been di st r i but ed i n t he pr oj ect ,  i t  was necessar y f or t he ol d 

man t o go out si de t o t he l at r i ne,  and h ,  t her f or e,  needed 

heavy cl ot hi ng.  The3 di d not have enough money t o pur chase 

a coat or a r obe,  and t her f or e. appl i ed f or publ i c assi st ance 

gr ant at t he Soci al  Wel f ar e Depar t m ent .  I n Oct ober a gr ant 

of  ¿7. 50 was gi ven t o t he f ami l y,  anc by i - Tovember sal ar i es 

wer pa i d.  '  Si nce her son was wor ki ng and si nce t he cr i si s 
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was over ,  t he f ar i l y was dr opped f r om t he r el i ef  r ol l .  

r .  C'
r

D f i l es,  I  ovum er '  ,  194: :  



WHA TL- U9 APPSI I DI Z I  

Surname 1 

Hor i ka :.?a 

Han' s name 
Zur at ar o 

! Cross ref erence Fi l e Case 7r Surname 1 

Hor i ka :.?a Woman' s name 
I J ra 

Other names used Fami l y # 
254V 9 

Present 
Huí  a. -Lai ca. -i í n ai e. at 

Cl assi f i cat i on 
PAG 

. - OaXi f omi - a- .  
Ref erred by 
Sel f  

Previ ous addresses ! Date 
3L-.:....  ax. J a .̂ ,  KeR- Ha M̂cL Ĵ l al l âr al a I  1Q/ 5/ 4S.  
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1.  I nt r oduct i on 

The Oni zuka f ami l y consi st of  Mr s .  Mi t suko Oni zuka ( 50) ,  

a wi dow,  and her f our chi l dr en -  Fumi ko (2, . )  ,  who i r conf i ned 

i n t he Sacr ament o Count y Hospi t al ,  anc t hr ee chi l dr en who i s wi t h 

her i n Tul e Lake,  Sadako ( 16) ,  Yoneko ( 14) ,  an( ,  Shi ger u ( 9) ;  t her e 

i s anot her daught er i n Tul e Lake who i s mar r i ed and l i vi ng away 

f r om t he f ami l y.  The f ami l y i s f r om Sacr ament o and has been on 

r el i ef  f or sever al  year s.  

Af ' ter t he deat h of  her husband ei ght year s ago,  I r s .  Oni zuka 

went t o wor k i n canner i es,  ."'he wor ked dur i ng t he seasons t o sup-

por t t he f ami l y,  but f or t he r est of  t he year ,  was on r el i ef .  

2.  The Li f e of  Mi t suko Oni zuka 

Mi t suko I zumi  was bor n on May 10,  1892,  i n hi kehado- mur a,  _' u-

kuoka- ken,  J apan,  wher e her f at her was a f ar mer .  She at t ended t he 

Iv i kehado Gr ammar School  f r om Apr i l  1899,  t o Mar ch 19Q5.  I n Sept -

ember 1918,  she mar r i ed and came t o t he Uni t ed St at es.  

Fr om J anuar y 1920,  t o May 1933,  she wor ked on her husb. nd' s 

f ar m as an unpai d her l per .  Af t er  t he deat h of  her husband,  she 

wor ked f r om t he mont h of  Apr i l  t o t he mi ddl e of  Oct ober i n t he 

Cal i f or ni a Paci f i c Coast Canner y i n Sacr ament o.  She canned aspa-

r agus,  f n i t s ,  torn, - toes,  and spi nach and ear ned appr oxi mat el y ,
r
40u 

ever y season.  For t he r est or t he year ,  t he f ami l y was suppor t ed 

by t he Sacr ament o Count } '  el f ar e agency.  

Mr s .  Oni zuka i s f our f eet si x i nches t al l  an,  wei ghs one hund-
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r ed and i ' orty pounds,  and asi de f r om a ki dney ai l ment ,  she has 

no physi cal  def ect s.  She i s .  eak now,  however ,  and has di f f i -

cul t y wor ki ng.  She can r ead,  wr i t e,  anc speak J apanese,  but has 

no under st andi ng of  Engl i sh.  Her r el i gi on i s Buddhi s t .
1 

3.  The Fami l y i n Tul e Lake 

On May 13,  1942,  t he f ami l y w s evacuat ed t o t he Val l er ga 

Assembl y Cent er ;  anc on J une 22,  1942,  was r el ocat ed t o t he Tul e 

Lake Pr oj ect .  l ~rs.  Oni zuka wor ' ed i n t he war ehous f r om Sept em-

ber 21 t o November 3 but had t o qui t when her heal t h f ai l ed.  She 

was t ol d by her physi ci an t o qui t wor ki ng.  On November 7,  she 

appl i ed f or publ i c assi st ance t o t he Soci al  wel f ar e Depar t ment ,  

st at i ng t hat she was unabl e to v. ork and t hat her chi l dr en wer e 

mi nor s .  She al so asked l or i nf or mat i on on pr ocedur es f or pendi ng 

a r el ease f or her daught er who i s coni i ned i n t he Sacr ament o Coun-

t ;  Hospi t al  . /or t uber cul osi s.  The f ami l y r ecei ved a gr n̂t  of  . , l v. 5J  

f or December and ¿8 i n November .  Sadako went t o or ! par t - t i me i n 

t he mess hal l  because t he f ami l y di d not have enough money.  he 

wor ked as a- wai t r ess whenever she coul d t ake t i ne out i r on her school  

wor r .  Und r t he 7RA r egul at i ons,  t he cl ai m had t o be cut t o , 4. 50.  

1.  WRA- 2 6 
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Surname 

Oni zuka 

Man' s name Cross ref erence Fi l e Case 7T-" Surname 

Oni zuka Woman '  s narae 
I / I i tsuko 

Other names used Fami l y $ 
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THE KOMURE FAMI LY 

* 

CONFI DENTI AL 

Thi s document cont ai ns no di sgui ses ot her t han 
names.  Al l  dat es,  pl aces and event s ar e accur at e t o 
t he best knowl edge of  t he i nvest i gat or .  No par t of  
t hi s document may be used f or any pur pose what soever 
wi t hout f ur t her di sgui ses t o conceal  t he i dent i t y of  
t he per sons i nvol ved and wi t hout t he consent of  t he 
di r ect or of  t he Evacuat i on and Reset t l ement St udy.  

Sour ces of  I nf or mat i on:  

1.  Case r ecor d of  t he Komur e f ami l y i n t he 
f i l es of  t he Communi t y Wel f ar e Depar t ment 
i n Tul e Lake Pr oj ect .  

2.  I nt er vi ew wi t h Mr .  Komur e.  

3.  WRA- 26,  I ndi vi dual  Recor d f or ms f or Mr .  
and Mr s.  Komur e.  

Evacuat i on and Reset t l ement St udy 
Chi cago,  I l l i noi s 
Shi but ani ,  August 27,  19 3̂ 
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Komur e Fami l y 

1.  I nt r oduct i on 

The Komur e f ami l y consi st s of  Masao Char l es Komur e,  37;  hi s 

wi f e,  Fumi ko,  29;  and f our chi l dr en,  Benny,  11;  Dai sy,  10;  J i mmy,  

8;  and Geor ge,  5.  The Komur e f ami l y f or mer l y l i ved i n Sal i nas wher e 

Komur e was t he sol e suppor t er of  t he f ami l y.  Komur e i s a ni sei  and 

hi s wi f e a ki bei  but t he t wo wi t h t he except i on of  l anguage di f f i -

cul t i es,  got al ong wel l .  The chi l dr en al l  speak Engl i sh.  Thei r 

r el i gi on i s Buddhi st .  

2.  I ndi vi dual s i n Fami l y 
4 

3tt~ Masao Char l es Komur e 

Masao Char l es Komur e was bor n on November 11,  1905 i n Gi l r oy,  

Cal i f or ni a wher e hi s f at her was a f ar mer .  He at t ended Wat sonvi l l e 

gr ammar school  i n Wat sonvi l l e f r om Sept ember ,  1912 t o J une,  1920 and 

al so at t ended Sal i nas J apanese l anguage school  i n t he eveni ngs* unt i l  

191b.  He hel ped hi s f at her on t he f ar m and r emai ned i n Gi l r oy unt i l  

1932.  I n J anuar y,  1930 he mar r i ed Fumi ko.  

Fr om Mar ch,  1932 t o Mar ch,  1934 he oper at ed a ber r y f ar m i n 

Sant a Cr uz.  He hi r ed t wo or t hr ee men.  Fr om Mar ch,  1934 t o May 

1937 he oper at ed a ber r y f ar m i n Gi l r oy wi t h the assi st ance of  t wo 

or t hr ee hands.  I n nei t her vent ur e di d he pr osper .  I n Mar ch,  1937 

he went t o wor k f or Uni t ed Far mer s I nc.  i n Sal i nas wher e he was 

f or eman and t i mck dr i ver on a veget abl e f ar m of  3000 acr es,  ear ni ng 

$5. 50 a day.  I n Mar ch,  1942 he was di schar ged f rom t he j ob and was 

unempl oyed unt i l  t he t i me of  evacuat i on.  
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Komur e i s £ f t .  3 i n.  t al l  and wei ghs 125 pounds.  He i s i n 

excel l ent heal t h unt i l  an appendi x oper at i on i n Tul e Lake.  He can 

r ead,  wr i t e and speak Engl i sh and speak J apanese.  Hi s hobMes ar e 

basebal l ,  f i shi ng,  f oot bal l  and basket bal l .  Hi s r el i gi on i s 

Buddhi st .
1 

2.  Fumi ko Komur e 

Fumi ko Mar y Tanaka was bor n on November 4,  1914 i n Sal i nas,  

Cal i f or ni a wher e her f
a
t her was a f ar mer .  I n 1920 she was sent t o 

J apan t o l i ve wi t h r el at i ves and at t ended gr ammar school  t her e f r om 

Apr i l ,  1920 t o l ar ch,  1928.  She r et ur ned t o Amer i can i n 1928 and 

at t ended Sal i nas gr ammar school  f r om Sept ember ,  1928 t o J une,  1930.  

Si nce she was mar r i ed she dr opped out of  school  and went t o Gi l r oy 

t o l i ve wi t h her husband.  Fr om t he t i me of  her mar r i age t o evacua-

t i on she was a housewi f e,  car i ng f or chi l dr en and hel pi ng i n t he 

f i el ds whenever an ext r a hand was needed.  

Fumi ko i s 5 f t .  t al l  and wei ghs 107 pounds.  She has no phy-

si cal  def ect s.  She can r ead,  wr i t e and speak J apanese and speak 

Engl i sh.  Her hobbi es ar e sewi ng,  kni t t i ng,  cooki ng and r eadi ng.  

Her r el i gi on i s Buddhi st .
2 

3.  Fami l y i n Tul e Lake 

The Komur e f ami l y evacuat ed t o Ar boga Assembl y Cent er on May 

2b,  1942.  Ther e t hey met Masao' s br ot her and hi s f ami l y.  The gr oup 

evacuat ed t oget her t o Tul e Lake on J une 27.  

As soon as t hey ar r i ved i n Tul e Lake Masao went t o wor k as a 

1.  WRA- 26.  
2.  WRA- 26.  
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di sh washer .  Ear l y i n t he f al l  he was $12 f or hi s worfc but had 

f i nanci al  di f f i cul t i es. '  He had an appendi x oper at i on dur i ng t he 

summer and was unabl e t o do heavy wor k.  Si nce he coul d not suppor t 

hi s f ami l y on $12 and si nce t he sal ar y f or ot her wor k was not f or t h-

comi ng,  hi s wi f e began t o wor k as a wai t r ess.  On Oct ober 3,  he 

appl i ed f or publ i c assi st ance at t he Soci al  Wel f ar e Depar t ment .  

I n hi s appl i cat i on f or r el i ef  he st at ed t hat he had no savi ngs 

and t hat he dr eaded t he comi ng wi nt er col d si nce he had no wi nt er 

cl ot hi ng f or t he chi l dr en.  He f el t  t hat even i f  t he WRA pai d hi m 

al l  hi s cl ot hi ng al l owance and. al l  back sal ar y he coul d not ade-

quat el y cl ot he hi s f ami l y.  The WRA owed t he f ami l y $67.  Mr s .  Hal l e 

woul d not appr ove t he gr ant however on the gr ounds t hat bot h t he 

man and wi f e wer e abl e t o wor k and t hought Komur e
f

s br ot her ,  who was 

a bl ock manager and f ami l y al so l i vi ng i n t he same bl ock,  t hat t hey 

t her ef or e coul d hel p hi m.  The f ami l y was dr opped f r om t he r ol l  and 

had t o manage best t hey coul d by bor r owi ng f r om r el at i ves.  ̂

3.  I n case af t er case we have been how anxi et i es over wi nt er 
col d caused f ear among t he r esi dent s who wer e unabl e t o pur chase 
heavy cl ot hes.  Many Cal i f or ni ans never have been i n col d weat her 
bef or e and consequent l y when t ol d of  bel ow zer o weat her t hey f ear ed 
t he wer st .  Act ual l y t he wi nt er was not ver y col d and gover nment 
i ssued cl ot hi ng car r i ed most f ami l i es t hr ough wi t hout any i l l  
ef f ect .  
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THE NÄKÄNI SHI  FAMI LY 

C 0 i\  F I  DEi>» 11 Axj  

Thi s document cont ai ns no di sgui ses ot her t han names.  
Al l  dat es,  pl aces,  and event s ar e accur at e t o ' the best know-
l edge of  t he i nvest i gat or .  No par t of  t hi s document may be 
used i or any pur pose what soever wi t hout f ur t her di sgui ses t o 
conceal  t he i dent i t y of  t ne per sons i nvol ved and wi t nout tri e 
consent of  t he di r ect or of  t he Evacuat i on and Reset t l ement 
St udy.  

Sour ces of  I nf or mat i on;  

1.  Case r ecor d of  t he Nakani shi  f ami l y f r om t he I  l i es 
of  t ne Soci al  Wel f ar e Depar t ment ,  Tul e . Lake Pr oj ect .  

2.  I nt er vi ew wi t h Mr .  Nakani shi .  

3.  WRA- 26,  I ndi vi dual  Kecor d For m.  

Evacuat i on and Reset t l ement St udy 
The Evacuee Fami l y I n Tul e Lake 
Chi cago,  I l l i noi s 
Shi but ani ,  7/ 20/ 43 
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Tnh HAKAi Î Snl  

1.  I nt r oduct i on 

The i Nakani shi  f ami l y consi st oí '  Mr .  Yat ar o Kakani shi  

( 54) ,  hi s wi l e,  Mi t suye ( 2o) ,  ana t nei r t hr ee chi l dr en,  

toori ko ( 4) ,  wasami  ( 2) ,  ana I samu ( 1) .  Nakani shi  i s an 

al i en,  but hi s wi l e ana chi l dr en wer e bor n i n t he Uni t ed 

St at es.  he can under st and J apanese and Spani sh,  but he 

has ver y l i t t l e under st andi ng of  ¿ngl i sh.  i âkani shi  v/as 

eüucat ed i n da ân,  but hi s wi f e was educat ed i n t he uni t ed 

St at es.  bne nas a f ai r l y good command or oot n Engl i sh 

and J apanese.  

Nakani shi  has done odd j obs i n Cal i f or ni a f or t he 

past f i l ' t een year s,  wor ki ng somet i mes i n t he f ar ms and 

somet i mes as a i i sher man.  Dur i ng t he âst l i ve year s,  

t he f ami l y r eset t l ed near Loomi s,  Cal i f or ni a.  

2.  The Li f e or Yat ar o nakani sni  

Yat ar o f takani shi  was bor n on August 31,  1908 i n Ni -

shi waki mur a,  Wakayama- ken,  J apan,  wher e hi s l at her was 

a l i quor deal er .  he at t ended t he i si i shi waki mura Gr ammer 

School  f r om Apr i l  191b to Mar ch 1922.  I n t he meant i me 

hi s i ' atner l ef t behi nd hi s f ami l y and emi gr at ed t o t he 

Uni t ed St at es and st ar t ed a r est aur ant i n Cal i f or ni a.  

Yat ar o cont i nued hi s educat i on ana at t ended t he Mi shi wa-
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ki mur a Hi gh School  f r om Apr i l  1922 t o Mar ch 1924.  Soon af -

t er hi s gr aduat i on when he had expect ed t o emi gr at e t o t he 

Uni t ed St at es t o j oi n hi s f at her ,  he l ear ned t hat t he Or i -

ent al  i ncl usi on .Law had "been passed "by t he Uni t ed St at es 

Congr ess,  maki ng i t  i mpossi bl e l or hi m t o come t o t hi s coun-

t r y.  I n May I 92o he went t o Mexi co ana f r om t her e,  wi t h 

t ne assi st ance or f r i ends,  he was smuggl ed i nt o t he Uni t ed 

St at es.  Pr om J une 1927 t o Oct ober 1931 he wor ked as an 

i nspect or ana f or eman I  or t he I nt er nat i on Mar i ne Pr oduct 

Company of  Wi l mi ngt on,  Cal i f or ni a.  He i i eaaea a gr ou  ̂ of  

f i f t y wor ker s packi ng f i sh and abal one.  he was di smi ssed 

f r om t hi s j ob I n Oct ober -  1931,  ana f or seven year s ne 

r oamed t hr oughout tri e st at e oi  Cal i f or ni a,  pi cki ng ana 

âcki ng f r ui t s i n var i ous f ar ms.  I n 193b he met Mi t suye 

Yego ana mar r i ed her .  I n Sept ember of  t hat year t hei r 

l i r st chi l d was bor n,  and Yat ar o l i ad t o set t l e down.  

Fr om November I 3̂b t o November 193  ̂ ti i e f ami l y wor ked 

l or Mr s .  Mar y Tai l or or Loomi s,  pi cki ng f r ui t s and l ooki ng 

af t er t hi r t y acr es ol  f ar m l and.  he ear ned tyl OO. J J  a 

mont h.  Fr om November 193y to Mar ch 1942 Yat ar o went t o 

wor k l or Nor man Ki ng on a f r ui t  f ar m i n Loomi s,  pi cki ng 

i r ui t s and i r r i gat i ng t hem,  al so f or l̂ OO. J O a mont h.  

Soon af t er t he out br eak oi  t ne war ,  Yat ar o was ar r est -

ed by an i mmi gr at i on of f i cer f or i l l egal  ent r y i nt o t hi s 

count r y and was post ed t o put up ¿2, 000 bond.  A Caucasi an 

l r i end,  Mr .  Char l es hal l ,  i n f , oomi s al l owed hi m to use hi s 

name t o bor r ow !j j>l ,OJO f r om t he bank.  I t  was not l ong al t er 
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t hi s bond had been post ed t hat t he evacuat i on t ook pl ace.  

Yat ar o i s f i ve f eet si x i nches t al l ,  wei ghs 12o pounci s,  

ana has no physi cal  def ect s.  he can r ead,  wr i t e,  ana s
x
. <eak 

J apanese and can al so s êak Spani sh.  hi s r el i gi on i s Bua-

Gi l i st .
1 

5.  The-  hi st or y or t he r ' ami l y 

�Al t er t he bi r t h of  t hei r chi l d i n 1956,  Yat ar o set t l ed 

down.  t i e f el t  qui t e cont ent ed wor ki ng at one l̂ ace,  and 

i or t he f i r st t i me i n year s he was qui t e ha p̂y.  For one 

year af t er t nei r mar r i age Mi t suye had t o wor k so t hat t he 

f ami l y coul d make ends meet f i nanci al l y.  The second and 

t hi r d chi l d wer e bor n.  Yat ar o' s i ncome was get t i ng hi gher 

and ever yt hi ng was t
o i n

S &ui t e smoot hl y at t he t i me of  t he 

out br eak of  war .  Tri e f ami l y was evacuat ed t o t he Ar boga 

Assembl y Cent er i n May 15,  1942.  Whi l e i n Ar boga,  Yat ar o 

wor ked i n t he mai nt enance cr ew and r ecei ved <¿>6.00 f or hi s 

wor k.  On J une 27,  1942 t he f ami l y was r el ocat ed t c t he 

Tul e Lake Pr oj ect .  Si nce he came t o Tul e Lake,  Yat ar o got 

a posi t i on as a car pent er l ' or i &>12.00 a mont h.  Thi ngs went 

al ong qui t e smoot hl y unt i l  Sept ember .  Then he began t o nave 

f i nanci al  di f f i cul t i es si nce t he WRA had not pai d hi m f or 

-̂ I nf or mat i on t aken f r om WKA- 26 and suppl ement ed by da-
t a i r om t he case r ecor d.  
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any of  hi s wor k.  Fur t her mor e,  he r ecei ved a l et t er i roi n 

t he bank f r om whi ch he haa bor r owed
 v

l , 000 aski ng f or t he 

payment of  t he b/o i nt er est .  Thi s Yat ar o was unabl e t o do.  

On Oct ober 14,  1942 he appeal ea f or ai a t o t he soci al  Wel -

f ar e Depar t ment .  he needed f i nanci al  assi st ance,  ana he 

al so wi shed t o have advi ce concer ni ng t he bona.  he had 

di scussed t he l at t er mat t er wi t h sever al  of  hi s f r i ends,  

ana t hey haa al l  agr eed t hat i n as much as Nakanl shi  was 

conf i ned behi nd bar bed wi r es ana coul a not escape,  i t  was 

no l onger necessar y f or hi m t o ôst $>2, 000 bona.  Yat ar o 

f el t  t hat he was wi l l i ng t o r emai n i n t he cent er i or t he 

dur at i on of  t he war and t o be depor t ed at t hat t i me,  i f  

t he gover nment woul a gi ve hi m hi s ¡#2, 000 back. _ he was 

0
r eat i y di st ur bed over t he f act t hat hi s f r i end,  Mr .  hai l ,  

whose name he haa usea,  woul a be hel d l i abl e i or t he pay-

ment or t he f ul l  amount i f  t her e wasn' t any deposi t i n 

t he bank.  he f el t  t hat t hi s woul d be ver y unf ai r .  

Si nce Yat ar o was empl oyabl e ana had been wor ki ng l or 

sever al  mont hs,  he was obvi ousl y not el i gi bl e l or a Publ i c 

Assi st ance Pl an.  l i e was sent t o t he Le âl  Ai a depar t ment 

i or aavi ce concer ni ng hi s want ,  ana t he Pr oj ect At t or ney 

cont act ed t he I mmi gr at i on Of f i ce t o see what coul a be aone.  

i n t he meant i me hi s sal ar i es wer e pai a wi t h t he cl ot h-

i ng al l owances,  ana t he t i akani shi  f ami l y nau enough t o meet 

t hei r i mmedi at e neeas.  

4.  Comment s 
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I f  we wer e to make a car ef ul  check- up oi  t he younger 

I ssei s i n t he uni t ed st at es,  we woul d undoubt edl y f i nd a 

l ar-i .e number who had ent er ed t he count r y i l l egal l y.  Among 

t he f act or s cont r i but i ng t o i l l egal  ent r i es wer e t he I mmi -

gr at i on Laws whi ch spl i t  member s of  t he f ami l y per manent l y,  

borne sol vea t hi s di f f i cul t y b  ̂ vi si t i ng J apan f r equent l y,  

wni i e ot r i ers made def i ni t e ef f or t s t o s mu Î e t hei r r el a-

t i ves i n.  

I t  i s i nt er est i ng to not e t hat Yat ar o naa no par t i -

cul ar desi r e t o r emai n i n t he uni t ea ot at es.  He l ' el t  t hat 

hi s f ut ur e was i n J apan ana was wi l l i ng t o r epat r i at e wi t h 

hi s f ami l y.  I n spi t e of  hi s pro-«J  apahese f eel i ngs,  How-

ever ,  f te was ver y much coneer nea about hi s Caucasi an f r i end 

who had l ent hi m so much money.  Loyal t y to hi s count r y 

appar ent l y ai d not compl et el y over snadow l oyal t y t o i r i enos.  
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THE f ANI GUCHI  FAMI LY 

CONFI DENTI AL 

Thi s document cont ai ns no di sgui ses ot her t han 
names.  Al l  dat es,  pl aces and event s ar e accur at e t o 
t he best knowl edge of  t he i nvest i gat or .  No par t of  
t hi s document may be used f or any pur pose what soever 
wi t hout f ur t her di sgui ses t o conceal  t he i dent i t y of  
t he per sons i nvol ved and wi t hout t he consent of  t he 
di r ect or of  t he Evacuat i on and Reset t l ement St udy.  

Sour ces of  I nf or mat i on:  

1.  Case r ecor d of  t he Tani guchi  f ami l y i n t he 
f i l es of  t he Communi t y Wel f ar e Depar t ment 
i n Tul e Lake Pr oj ect .  

2.  I nt er vi ew wi t h Mr .  Tani guchi .  

3.  Fi el d not es at J ACL meet i ng.  

4.  WRA- 26,  f or Mr .  and Mr s .  Tani guchi .  

Evacuat i on and Reset t l ement St udy 
Chi cago,  I l l i noi s 
Shi but ani ,  8/ 20/ 43 
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THE TANI GUCHI  FAMI LY 

1,  I nt r oduct i on 

The Tani guchi  f ami l y consi st s of  J ohn Masao Tani guchi ,  41;  hi s 

wi f e,  Ki kue,  35;  and f our chi l dr en,  J ames,  12;  Naomi ,  11;  El si e,  9 

and Fr ances,  7.  Ther e ar e no ot her r el at i ves i n Tul e Lake,  Pr i or t o 

evacuat i on Mr .  Tani guchi  oper at ed an i ce house i n Sacr ament o and was 

t he sol e suppor t er of  hi s f ami l y.  As a vet er an of  Wor l d War I ,  Mr .  

Tani guchi  commanded consi der abl e r espect i n t he communi t y.  Al t hough 

he has a f ai r l y good command of  Engl i sh,  hi s wi f e i s ki bei  and under -

st ands pr act i cal l y no Engl i sh.  The chi l dr en addr ess t hei r par ent s i n 

a mi xt ur e of  bot h l anguages.  The f ami l y i s Met hodi st .  

2.  I ndi vi dual s i n Fami l y 

1,  J ohn Masao Tani guchi  

J ohn Masao Tani guchi  was bor n on November 27,  1901 i n Hi l o,  T. H.  

Hi o f at her ,  who had been a coal  mi ner i n J apan,  was a f ar mer t her e.  

Ver y ear l y i n hi s chi l dhood t he f ami l y mi gr at ed t o t he cont i nent al  

Uni t ed St at es and set t l ed i n t he nor t hwest .  Fr om Sept ember ,  1907 t o 

J une,  1915 Tani guchi  at t ended Roosevel t gr ammar school  i n Spokane,  

Washi ngt on and t hen at t ended Br oadway hi gh school  i n Seat t l e,  Wash-

i nt on unt i l  J une,  1916.  Whi l e i n hi s l ast year i n hi gh school ,  t he 

Uni t ed St at es decl ar ed war and Tani guchi  vol unt eer ed f or t he Ar my.  

He went i nt o t r ai ni ng i mmedi at el y and din November ,  1917 he was 
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assi gned t o t he 8t h M. G.  Bat t al i on on t he east coast and i n Oct ober ,  

1918 he was sent over seas t o Engl i sh f or si x mont hs and t hen t o 

Pr ances din August ,  1918.  He saw act i on i n Al sace Lor r ai ne and was 

f i ght i ng i n Ger many when t he Ar mi st i ce was si gned.  On one occasi on 

he was gassed but r et ur ned ot her wi se unhur t .  He was assi gned t o 

pat r ol  dut y i n Ger many and was not r el eased unt i l  August ,  1919.  

I n Sept ember ,  1919 he was di schar ged honor abl y f r om t he Ar my and 

deci ded not t o cont i nue hi g hi gh school  educat i on.  He had been an 

Engl i sh maj or and an honor st udent and al so speci al i zed i n publ i c 

speaki ng but deci ded t o t r y hi s hand at ar t .  He at t ended t he Ar t 

St udent s'  League i n New Yor k f r om Sept ember ,  1920 t o J une,  1924 dur -

i ng whi ch t i me he suppor t ed hi msel f  by wor ki ng as a commer ci al  ar t i st 

f or $70 per week and al so by pai nt i ng post er s f or var i ous show 

houses i n New Yor k.  He coul d not manage,  however ,  and i n 1924 r et ur ned 

t o t he Paci f i c Coast .  

Pr om 1924 t o 1927 Tani guchi  oper at ed a l et t uce f ar m of  250 

acr es i n Guadal upe,  Cal i f or ni a.  I n J une,  1927 he went t o Sacr ament o 

and managed t he St at e i ce Company and ear ned anywher e f r om $100 t o 

§ 135 per mont h.  He r emai ned t her e unt i l  evacuat i on .  I n 1928 he 

was mar r i ed and now has f our chi l dr en.  

Tani guchi  i s 5 f t .  3 i n.  t al l  and wei ghs 156 pounds.  He has 

weak l ungs because of  t he gassi ng i n Pr ance.  He can r ead,  wr i t e 

and speak bot h Engl i sh and J apanese f or he had a speci al  t ut or i n 

t he J apanese l anguage whi l e i n Seat t l e.  He can al so speak Fr ench.  

Hi s speci al  ski l l s ar e r ef r i ger at i on and engi neer i ng and hi s hobbl es 

ar e r eadi ng,  l i st eni ng t o cl assi cal  musi c and f i ne ar t s.  For many 

year s he has been Commander of  t he J apanese Vet er ans or gani zat i on 
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i n Sacr ament o and was r ecei vi ng a vet er an' s pensi on of  «¿10 per 

mont h.  Hi s r el i gi on i s Met hod i st .
1 

1!.  Ki kue Tani guchi  

Ki kue Hat anaka was bor n on J anuar y 15,  1907 i n J i genda,  

Osaka ken,  J apan wher e her f at her was a bl acksmi t h.  She at t ended 

J i genda gr ammar school  i n Osaka f r om Apr i l ,  1916 t o l ar ch,  19 1.  

I n Sept ember ,  1923 t he Hat anaka f ami l y mi gr at ed to t he Uni t ed 

St at es and t he f ar t her st ar t ed f ar mi ng i n t he Sacr ament o ar ea.  

Fr om December ,  1927 t o May,  1928 Ki kue went back t o J apan f or a 

br i ef  vi si t  and r et ur ned her e wher e she mar r i ed J ohn Masao.  She 

at t ended t he Tomi t a dr af t i ng and sewi ng school  i n Sacr ament o f or 

si x mont hs but ot her wi se spent her t i me r ai si ng chi l dr en.  

Mr s.  Tani guchi  i s # f t .  11 i nches t al l  a m wei ghs 145 pounds.  

She has no physi cal  def ect s .  She can r ead,  wr i t e and si eak J apan-

ese but has onl y a poor speaki ng know l edge of  Engl i sh.  She can sew 

exceedi ng wel l .  Her hobby i s cooki ng,  sewi ng and f l ower maki ng.  

She was an act i ve member cf  t he Met hodi st Chur ch Ladi es' s Soci et y 
*

 2

  ̂

i n Sacr ament o.  

3.  Tani guchi  Fa mi l  i n Tul e Lake 

The Tani guchi  f ami l y evacuat ed t o Wal er ga Assembl y Cent er on 

May 15,  1942 and r el ocat ed t o Tul e Lake on J une 19,  &942.  Soon 

af t er t hei r ar r i val  i n t he r el ocat i on cent er J ames v;  orke.fi  as a 

f i r eman.  He v;as havi ng di f f i cul t i es si nce he had l i t t l e savi ngs 

and t he Vet er ans'  pensi on of  | U was not suf f i ci ent 6o suppor t a 

1.  WRA- 26.  
2.  YJ RA- 26.  
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f ami l y of  si x.  Ear l y i n Oct ober he appl i ed f or r el i ef  at t he Soci al  

Wel f ar e Depar t ment st at i ng t hat he was i ssued heavy cl ot hi ng f or 

hi msel f  si nce he wor ked but t her e was not enough money t o buy© cl ot hes 

f or hi s chi l dr en t hi s wi nt er .  For August and Sept ember al l owances 

and sal ar y t he WRA owed hi m mor e t han | 70.  Al t hough t he f ami l y was 

i n need but because of  st r i ngent r egul at i ons t hey wer e not gi ven 

publ i c assi st ance gr ant .  

Towar d the mi ddl e of  Oct ober when the r ecr ui t i ng t eam f or t he 

Ni sei  Combat Uni t ar r i ved,  Tani guchi  vol unt eer ed.  On Oct ober 15 he 

appear ed at t he Soci al  Wel f ar e Depar t ment and st at ed t hat he had 

vol unt eer ed f or t he Ar my and woul d l eave f or San Fr anci sco soon.  He 

asked t h£ depar t ment t o l ook af t er hi s f ami l y af t er he was gone.  On 

Oct ober 30 at a J ACL meet i ng Tani guchi ,  who had not yet l ef t f or t he 

Ar my expr essed a not e of  pessi mi sm.  He sai d,  "Cal i f or ni a want s t o 

get r i d of  us .  We move f rom our home wi t h t he under st andi ng t hat we 

woul d be abl e t o go back.  We now know t hat var i ous st at es assi st 

t he WRA pr oj ect and i ndust r i es.  Cal i f or ni a J apanese wi l l  not be 

dumped t her e so our f ut ur e l ooks ver y har d.  I  t hi nk t hat i f  t he 

Ar my i s goi ng t o aftfed us t o t he f r ont i n combat uni t s we ought t o 

vol unt eer but i f  t he Ar my i s goi ng t o use us f or di ggi ng di t ches 

and ot her di r t y wor k,  I  t hi nk we shoul d wai t f or t he d r a f t . "
5 

On November Tani guchi  f i nal l y l ef t f or t he Ar my.
4 

3.  Meet i ng on Oct ober 30,  1942.  
4.  Ar t i cl e on Tani guchi  wi l l  be checked f ur t her .  
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1.  I nt r oduct i on 

The Kuwahar a f ami l y consi st of  hasar u ( 57) ,  hi s wi i  e Shi zue 

( 50) ,  and t hei r f our chi l dr en -  Ter uko ( o) ,  Taka<o ( 5) ,  Ayako 

( 5j ,  and Masar u J r .  (4 mont hs) .  The f ami l y or i î nal l j  l i ved i n 

San J ose,  ana af t er t he out br eak oi  war ,  f or.  Kuwahar a was con-

f i ned I n an i nt er nment camp.  tors.  Kuwahar a ana t he chi l dr en wer e 

sent t o Sant a Ani t a and wer e t r ansf er r ed t o Tul e Lake.  i r i or t o 

evacuat i on,  Mr .  Kuwahar a was empl o; .  ea by t he St andar d Oi l  Company 

of  Cal i f or ni a,  but l or t he past year was not abl e t o wor k because 

oi  i l l ness.  Mr .  Kuwahar a was bor n i n Honol ul u and was educat ed 

i n Amer i ca whi l e ni s wi f e ana ai l  t nei r chi l dr en wer e bor n her e 

i n t he uni t eu. st at es.  

2.  The I ndi vi dual s i n t he Fami l y 

1.1 a s ar u Kuw ahar a 

Masar u Kuwahar a was bor n on Sept ember 1,  1904,  i n Maui ,  t er -

r i t or y of  Honol ul u,  wher e ni s f at ner oper at ed a .  ener ai  mer chan-

di se st or e.  He at t ended t he Maui  G-rai .:  i ar School  i n honol ul u f r om 

Sept ember ,  1910 t o J une,  191?: .  He t hen mi  r at ed t o t he cont i nent -

al  Uni t ed St at es.  

Fr om Sept e her ,  1920 t o J une,  1922 he at t ended t he Mi chi gan 

Aut o School  i n Mi chi gan.  l ie di d odd j obs I n t he mi ddl e west ,  and 

t hen i r on Sept ember ,  1925 t o J une,  i y2o at t ended t he St ockt on Hi gh 

School  i n St ockt on,  Cal i f or ni a.  Dar i ng t he summer ol  1925 -  192o 

he was i n t he Uni t ed St at es Mi l i t ar y Tr ai ni ng Camp i n an i nf ant r y 

bat t al i on,  aha t hen f r o < Sept ember ,  192o t o J une,  192b he at t ended 
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t he uni ver si t y of  Mi chi gan maj or i ng i n mechani cal  engi neer i ng .  

He was unabl e t o f i ni sh school  ana ai d.  odd j obs f or a f ew year s.  

I n J une ana «J ul y 195J .  he was empl oyee by t he Uni t ed St at es 

gover nment i n t he Census Bur eau.  He ser ved as an i nt er r et er i n 

St ockt on i or t ne sal ar y of  *l öü n mont h.  I n J ul y,  19.30 he went 

t o wor k as a sal esman ana J apanese r epr esent at i ve f or t ue St and-

ar d Oi l  Company i n San Fr anci sco,  Cal i f or ni a,  and ear ned �200 a 

mont h.  I n November ,  1941 he became ver y i l l  and r et i r ed i n ban 

J ose.  Soon af t er t he out br eak of  war ,  he was ar r est ed by t he 

F. B. I ,  and was t aken f r om hi s home.  He was gi ven no t i me t o pack 

and had t o l eave onl y wi t h t he cl ot hi ng he had on.  

i vi asaru If-  f i ve f eet ei ght i nches t al i  ana wei ghs one hundr ed 

ana sevent y pounds and has no physi cal  del ect s except i or tuscu-

l ar pai ns when i t  i s col d.  He can r ead,  wr i t e,  ana spesi  Eng-

l i sh : na speak J apanese qui t e f l uent l y.  Hi s hobbi es ar e f i shi ng,  

hunt i ng,  pl ayi ng car ds,  t enni s,  wr est l i ng,  ana basebal l .  he l i as 

no r e1i gi ous ,  r ef er ence.  ̂

Shi zue Kuwahar a 

Shi zue Har aaa was bor n on Mar Cxi  24,  1912,  ix x* l or i n,  Cal i f -

or ni a wher e her f at her was a f r ui t  f ar i er.  I n 191b she was sent 

t o J apan t o be educat ed ti  er e.  Sne at t enaed t ne Ochi e- mt i ra ¡I ra l-

mar School  i n Hi r oshi ma- ken,  J apan,  f r om Apr i l ,  191b t o Mar ch,  

1. 92b.  She t hen at t enaed t he Hi r oshi ma Hi gh School  f r om Apr i l ,  

1- 26 to i , arcn,  1928.  She r et ur ned t o Amer i ca i n J ul i  1930,  and 

f r om Sept ember ,  I 93J  t o Mar ch,  1931 at t ended t he Mi ur a Sewi n 

School  i n Sacr ament o.  She l i ved wi t h hei  par ent s unt i l  Sept em-

1.  Y/h.A-26 

� 7 
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ber ,  1934,  when she mar r i ed Kuwahar a.  She l i ved at her home i n 

San J ose as a housewi f e al t hough she occasi onal l y maae dr esses 

i or so ne
 ±

 eopl e.  

i / i rs.  Kuwahar a i s f our f eet ni ne i nches t al l  and wei £ ns one 

hundr ed ari a t en pounds ana has no physi cal  ael ect s.  She can r ead,  

wr i t e,  ana s, : eak bot h En Li sh ana J apanese.  Her r el i gi on i s i / i eth-

odi s t .
2 

5.  The Hi st or y or t he Fami l y 

Soon af t er t he at t ack on r ear ! Har bor ,  Kuwahar a was ar r est ed 

bi  t he P. b. l .  i l rs.  Kuwahar a and t hei r chi l dr en cont i nued t o l i ve 

i n San J ose on t hei r savi ngs unt i l  kay 30,  � hen t hey wer e evacu-

at ea t o t he Sant a Ani t a Assembl y Cent er .  un J ul y 13 kr .  Kuwaha-

r a was r el eased f r om,  t he i nt er nment cam. ,  ana , ' oi nea hi s f ami l y i n 

Sant a Ani t a.  Soon af t er hi s ar r i val  i n tri e cent er ,  he became a 

pai d counci l man.  Because of  some di f f i cul t y i n hi s bl oc"; ,  he was 

bl amed f or tri e t r oubl e anr was sent t o t he Dos Angel es j ai l  f or 

f i f t y- ni ne days,  ana t hen was t r ansf er r ed t o t he r onoma Assembl y 

Cent er .  On August 25,  he ar r i ved i n r ul e Lake f r om t he ronoraa 

Assembl y Cent er wi t h an.  ar my escor t .  Hi s wi f e and c i  Ldr en wer e 

SIK,  , ose t o have come on tri e same day L' rem Sant a Ani t a but wer e 

unabl e t o ao so because of  i l l ness.  

boon af t er hi s ar r i val  i n Tul e Lake,  ne had some di f f i cul t y 

because none or hi s bag â
v
es ar r i ved wi t h hi  a.  He needed-  bl anket s,  

a i ri o-  ana a pi l l ow case,  sheet s,  ana soap.  A r equi si t i on i ud 

2.  WRA- 26 
\ 
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t o "be made l or t nese i t ems.  On August 28,  hi s wi f e ann chi l dr en 

ar r i ved i n Tul e Lake.  

Dur i n,  t  ie j our ney seven pi eces oí  ha,  a¿, es wer e l ost ,  and 

al l  01 t nei r ext r a ci oth: . n
c
 wer e i n t i e mi ssi ng bag_a¿es.  un 

sever al  occas I ons,  . r .  Kuwanar a went ,  t o t he war ehouse t o check 

but each t i ne tri e boys at t he war e nouse t ol a hi m th-. t  hi s t hi ngs 

haa not ar r i ven.  hat er i n Sept ember af t er so ne conf l i ct i r whi ch 

rre f or ced h' nsel f  i nt o t he war ehouse,  he f ound s ever al  ol  t he 

mi s$i n¿,  pi eces no cl ai neo.  t hem,  but t i . ere wer e st i l l  sever al  

pi eces . i sei n,  .  The onl y t ni n,  t nat t hey had car r i ed wi t h t hem 

or t  e t r a n̂ was onl  ̂ t he necessar y i  teni s l or t he i nf ant .  When 

�tnê  wr ot e back t o Sant a ¿mi t a,  t hey wer e i nf or med t hat t hei r 

t hi n s woul d ar r i ve wi t hi n t en days,  but not hi ng happened f or 
�z 

t wo mont hs.
 L 

unt i l  ear y i n Oct ober ,  t he Kuwahar a hao.  t u et a I on .  wi t h-

out a enant e ol  cl ot t . i n ,  and tri e chi l dr en wer e sent x one f r om 

school  because t l ey wer e n~ t adequat e ¡ y dr essed.  ¿n?.  Kuwahar a 

went to wor k Ln t he 1 ar m i n Sept ember ,  but si nce he had not yet 

been pai d,  ne was unabl e t o ûrc. i ase anyt hi ng.  Thê y no l onger 

had any savi ngs l ef t si nce t hey used much ol  i t  al t er t he out -

br eak ol '  t he war .  

On Oct ober o,  i urs.  Kuwahar a st or eu i nt o the soci al  . Vei f are 

of f i ce «no ve vent oí  he i  f eel i ngs.  ¿x̂ e yel l ed al oa< at t he 

to
L
j  ol  her voi ce at ti  e soci al  wor ker as she pr obabl y had wi t h 

t he ot her hi  sei s on t he WKA payr ol l .  she r egi st er ed her di sgust 

of  t nei r i nef f i ci ency ano demanded advanced cr edi t ât  t he cant een 

5.  I t  i s i nt er est i ng t o mo w t hat oh er t r ansí er s i n Sant a 
Ani t a nao t he same di f f i cul t y.  Dr .  Yanat o I cr úhnshi  had t o wt i t  
f or sever al  mont hs bef or e hi s baggages ar r i ved.  
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on her nl sbanc « s sal ar y and t he payment oi  cl ot i l i ng al l owance 

at once.  The boci ai  Wel f ar e Depar t ment sent a not i ce t o t he 

j Le
L
ai  Al a Depar t ment aski n* a check t o be mane i or t he bag

t
a es 

ana al so made ar r an.  e in nt s wi t n th-  war enouse.  

'  Dei  or e any tn:  u-  was done, ,  however ,  news ar r i ved 01 Oct ober 

V t hat t he ba
G
i  ar. es had been f ound i n San J ose.  I t  ar r i ved wi t h-

i n a week ana mr s.  Kuwahai  a or o êa her co- pl ai nt .  

On Dece aber 7. ,  Mr s.  Kuwahar a went t o trie;  boci ai  Wel f ar e De-

part .  neri t  at t he sur est on oi  her bl ock manager , .  Kenn I t o,  and 

i l ea i  or ubi i c assi st ance . . . rant.  Si nce her nusband was wor k-

i ng,  she was not el i gi bl e.  
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2
#
 The case was handl ed i n par t by t he wr i t er .  
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The Evacuee Fami l y i n Tul e Lake 
Chi cago,  I l l i noi s 
Shi but ani ,  7/ 15/ 43 



Document TL- 65 
Page 1 

THE TSURUI FAMI LY 

1,  I nt r oduct i on 

The Tsur ui  f ami l y consi st s of  Mr .  Sei r okn Tsur ui  ( 58) ,  hi s 

wi f e Takae ( 41) ,  and si x chi l dr en.  The f our daught er s�Fumi  ( 17) ,  

Sumi e ( 15) ,  Mi t sue ( 6) ,  and May ( 5) �ar e l i vi ng wi t h t hem;  whi l e 

t he t wo el der boys �Aki r a and Roy�have l ef t t he pr oj ect and ar e 

wor ki ng on t he out si de.  

Mr .  Tsur ui  was f or mer l y a f or eman of  a cr ew wor ki ng on t he 

Gr eat Nor t her n r ai l r oads,  and t he t wo sons di d odd j obs t o suppor t 

t he f ami l y when t he f at her became i l l .  B ot h t he el der Tsur ui s wer e 

educat ed i n J apan,  and Mr .  Tsur ui  has a f ai r l y good command of  t he 

Engl i sh l anguage.  Mr s.  Tsur ui ,  however ,  can under st and onl y J apanese.  

The chi l dr en ar e al l  bi l i ngual  and addr ess t hei r par ent s i n J apanese 

and each ot her i n a mi xt ur e of  J apanese and Engl i sh.  The f ami l y 

r el i gi on i s Chr i s t i an�Sevent h Day Advent i st .  

I t  seems t hat t he f ami l y gai ned what ever st at us t hat i t  had 

l ar gel y as a member of  t he Caucasi an communi t y and di d not mi ngl e 

t o any gr eat ext ent among t he J apanese.  I n chur ch t he gr oup mi xed 

wi t h Caucasi ans t o some ext ent and Tsur ui ' s empl oyment was wi t h 

member s of  ot her r aci al  gr oups.  

B ot h Mi r.  and Mr s .  Tsur ui  ar e i n poor heal t h,  but al l  of  t he 

chi l dr en ar e wel l .  Mr .  Tsur ui  was i nj ur ed whi l e wor ki ng and was 

r et i r ed by t he company.  Mr s.  Tsur ui  has been i l l  f or some t i me.  
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2,  The Li f e of  Sei r oku Tsur ui  

Sei r oku Tsur ui  was b o m on Mar ch 3,  1884,  i n Shi not ake shi ,  

Okayama ken,  J apan,  wher e hi s f at her was a f ar mer .  He spent hi s 

ear l y chi l dhood i n t he vi l l age and at t ended t he Shi not ake shi  gr ammar 

school  f r om A pr i l ,  1892,  t o Mar ch,  1901.  He wor ked ar ound t he 

vi l l age and hel ped hi s f at her unt i l  1904,  when at t he age of  20 he 

mi gr at ed t o t he Uni t ed St at es.  He di d odd j obs i n t he Paci f i c 

Nor t hwest and t hen r et ur ned t o J apan.  He was i n J apan f r om Oct ober ,  

1917,  t o Mar ch,  1918.  When he r et ur ned t o t he Uni t ed St at es he went 

t o wor k f or t he I ndi an Shi ngl e Mi l l  Company i n
 M

ount Ver non,  Wash-

i ngt on,  wher e he ear ned hi s l i vel i hood cut t i ng shi ngl es.  I n Oct ober ,  

1919,  he r et ur ned once mor e t o J apan.  � 

When he r et ur ned t o t he U. S.  once mor e i n May,  1920,  he br ought 

back hi s br i de and went t o wor k at t he Nor t her n Paci f i c Rai l r oad 

i n t he Aubur n sect i on ( i n Washi ngt on) .  Ther e t he f ami l y set t l ed.  

The Tsur ui s had t hei r chi l dr en t her e and wor ked t hei r way i nt o t he 

communi t y.  Mr .  Tsur ui  gr adual l y wor ked hi s way up unt i l  he became 

assi st ant f or eman,  l ayi ng r ai l s at § 125. 00 a mont h.  

Tsur ui  i s 5
!

6" t al l  and wei ghs 145 pounds.  He i s di abet i c and 

has hi gh bl ood pr essur e.  Hi s vi si on i s al so begi nni ng t o f ai l .  I n 

spi t e of  t hese physi cal  handi caps,  he t ook gr eat i nt er est i n spor t s 

and managed a J apanese basebal l  t eam f or seven year s i n Aubur n.  Hi s 

sons al so t ook act i ve par t i n spor t s.  

Af t er t he at t ack on Pear l  Har ber ,  Tsur ui  cont i nued t o wor k wi t h 

Gr eat Nor t her n i n spi t e of  hi s f ai l i ng heal t h.  Fi nal l y i n J anuar y,  

1942,  he was gi ven hi s r el ease by t he company and was t ol d t hat 

he woul d aut omat i cal l y be gi ven hi s pensi on as soon as he became 60.  
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Soon af t er war d,  Tsur ui  was i nt er ned by t he P. B. I ,  agent s,  

but he was r el eased i n t i me t o j oi n hi s f ami l y f or evacuat i on.  ̂

5,  The Hi st or y of  t he Fami l y 

The Tsur ui  f ami l y l i ved i n Aubur n f r om t he begi nni ng when Mr .  

Tsur ui  br ought hi s young br i de f r om J apan.  Ther e t hey r ai sed t hei r 

chi l dr en and t ook act i ve par t i n t he af f ai r s of  t he communi t y.  Mr .  

Tsur ui  saved what ever he coul d and deposi t ed t he money i n t he 

Sumi t omo bank.  Li ke many ot her I ssei ,  he appar ent l y had i nt ent i ons 

of  someday r et ur ni ng t o J apan t o spend hi s l ast days.  I n Oct ober ,  

1941,  he deposi t ed al most ever yt hi ng i n t he J apanese bank and changed 

i t  i nt o J apanese money.  He f el t  t hat t her e was a danger of  somet hi ng 

happeni ng,  but he di dn' t t hi nk t hat war woul d come so soon.
2 

A I t hough Mr s .  Tsur ui  had been suf f er i ng of  pl eur esy f or 10 

year s ,
3

 t he f ami l y got al ong f ai r l y wel l  unt i l  t he out br eak of  t he 

war .  At t hat t i me sever al  t hi ngs happened t hat caused consi der abl e 

har dshi p.  On J anuar y 8,  1942,  Mr .  Tsur ui  was di schar ged f r om t he 

company.  Si nce t he f ami l y was dependi ng upon hi s i ncome f or t hei r 

l i vel i hood,  t hi s caused consi der abl e har dshi p.  At about t he s ame 

t i me,  Mr .  Tsur ui ' s heal t h f ai l ed,  and t hi s added t o t hei r woes .
4 

I n t he same mont h,  t he el dest son,  Aki r a,  got i nt o an aut omat ) i l e 

acci dent ,  and si nce he di d not car r y i nsur ance,  much of  t he f ami l y 

1.  Taken f r om WRA- 26 and f r om i nt er vi ews wi t h Mr s .  Akamat su.  
2.  I nt er vi ew wi t h Mr s.  Akamat su,  Oct ober 16,  1942.  
3.  I nt er vi ew wi t h Mr s .  Akamat su,  Oct ober 13,  1942.  St at ement 

by Mr s .  Tsur ui  was l at er conf i r med by t he Base Hospi t al .  
4.  Cer t i f i cat i on of  Mr .  Tsur ui ' s di sabi l i t y was by J . W.  Gul l i kson,  

M. D. ,  Chi ef  Sur geon,  Nor t her n Paci f i c Benef i ci al  Associ at i on ôspi t al ,  
Tacoma.  Di agnosi s:  di abet es mel l i t us;  vi si on 20/ 400,  uncor r ect ed.  
Not at i on i n WRA- 26 f or M

r #
 Tsur ui .  
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savi ngs was spent i n payi ng t he damages t o t he ot her par t y.  Aki r a 

st i l l  owes t hem $70.  and t he agr eement i s t hat he woul d pay when he 

begi ns t o ear n.  

Soon af t er war d,  Mr .  Tsur ui  was ar r est ed by t he P. B. I ,  and hel d 

f or quest i oni ng.  Aki r a and Roy had t o go t o wor k t o suppor t t he 

f ami l y.  They sol d t hei r car and had an i ncome of  $15 a mont h,  but 

asi de f r om t hat t her e was no much f or t hem t o l i ve on.  Mr s .  Tsur ui  

t r i ed t o wor k,  but was advi sed agai nst doi ng so by her physi ci an.  

Fi nal l y,  on May 23,  1942,  t he f ami l y was evacuat ed t o t he Pi nedal e 

Assembl y Cent er .  On J ul y 10,  Mr .  Tsur ui  was r el eased by t he f eder al  

of f i ci al s and was al l owed t o r et ur n t o hi s f ami l y i n Pi nedal e.  

Fi nal l y,  on J ul y 16,  1942,  t he f ami l y was t r ansf er r ed t o t he Tul e 

Lake Pr oj ect .  

Once i n t he Tul e Lake Pr oj ect ,  t he f ami l y i mmedi at el y enoount er ed 

f i nanci al  di f f i cul t i es.  They had pr act i cal l y no money l ef t .  Wher eas 

i n t he Assembl y Cent er wher e t her e was not hi ng t o buy t hey di d not 

need so much money,  i n Tul e Lake t he cant eens wer e wel l  st ocked and 

t he f ami l y need many i t ems.  The t wo ol der boys went t o wor k and 

t r i ed t o ear n spendi ng money,  but because of  t he del ay i n maki ng pay-

ment s t he f ami l y had t o l i ve on t he #15 a mont h comi ng f r om t he sal e 

of  t?ae aut omobi l e.  Fumi  wor ked i n a mess hal l  dur i ng t he summer ,  

but she had t o qui t when school  began I n t he f al l .  Mr s.  Tsur ui  was 

unabl e t o do any wor k par t l y because of  her i l l - heal t h and par t l y 

because she had t o r emai n at home t o i nj ect i nsul i n ser um i nt o her 

husband and t o car e f or hi m.  Mr .  Tsur ui  expr essed a wi l l i ngness t o 

wor k but was advi sed agai nst i t  by t he pr oj ect doct or s.  Because t he 

pr ocedur e f or unempl oyment compensat i on had not yet been set up,  he 
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l i kewi se had no i ncome.
5

 .  

On Oct ober 7,  1942,  at t he suggest i on of  t he bl ock manager ,  

Mr s .  Tsur ui  appl i ed f or r el i ef  at t he Soci al  Wel f ar e Depar t ment .  

Because of  pr oj ect r egul at i ons,  she was t ol d t hat she shoul d go t o 

t he Empl oyment of f i ce t o appl y f or unempl oyment compensat i on,  but 

t he pr ocedur e was not r eady.  

I n t he meant i me,  t he t wo el der sons went out of  t he pr oj ect t o 

wor k i n Kl amat h Pal l s f or t he G- reat Nor t her n r ai l r oad.  The t wo boys 

appar ent l y di d not ear n as much as t hey spent ,  because t hey cont i nued 

t o ask t hei r par ent s t o send t hem money.  

On Oct ober 16,  1942,  when Mr s .  Tsur ui  was exami ned at t he 

hospi t al  t o t est her unempl oyabi l i t y,  t he doct or s f ound t hat her 

condi t i on was so bad t hat t hey or der ed her hospi t al i zed f or t uber -

cul osi s.  The soci al  wor ker cal l ed at t he Tsur ui  home and l ef t f or ms 

t o be si gned,  but t hey wer e never br ought back t o t he of f i ce.  I t  

was l ear ned at t hi s t i me t hat t he t wo boys out si de wer e ear ni ng 

about $4 a day,  but t hat nei t her of  t hem wer e sendi ng home anyt hi ng.  

Mr .  Tsur ui  was r at her r esent f ul  of  t hi s and st at ed t hat t hey had 

no i nt ent i on of  r et ur ni ng agai n t o t he f ami l y;  he di d not car e. 6 

Fi nal l y,  t he f ami l y was cer t i f i ed f or Publ i c Assi st ance f or 

t he mont hs of  Oct ober and November .  

4.  Comment s 

The Tsur ui  f ami l y was t ypi cal  of  many whose i ncomes wer e r es-

5.  I nt er vi ew wi t h Mr s .  Tsur ui  on Oct ober 5,  1942.  
6 .  I nt er vi ew wi t h Mr s .  Akamat su on Oct ober 13,  1942.  
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t r i ct ed.  Because of  t he del ays i n t he payment of  wages,  t he set t i ng 

up of  t he publ i c assi st ance gr ant s,  and t he set t i ng up of  t he pr o-

cedur es f or unempl oyment compensat i on,  many f ami l i es suf f ered" un-

necessar i l y,  

I t  i s di f f i cul t  f or us to make any comment s on t he basi s of  such 

i ncompl et e i nf or mat i on.  One poi nt of  i nt er est t hat we mi ght not e i s 

t he f act t hat t he sons,  t hough r eal i zi ng t he f i nanci al  condi t i on,  of  

t he f ami l y,  di d not have suf f i ci ent i dent i f i cat i on wi t h i t  or di d 

not f eel  suf f i ci ent r esponsi bi l i t y to suppor t t hem when t hey wer e i n 

need.  Thi s i s i nt er est i ng when we consi der t he poi nt t hat many 

Ni sei  f eel  such an at t achment and r esponsi bi l i t y t owar d t hei r par ent s 

t hat t hey r ef use t o r el ocat e on t hat account .  The f act t hat t he f ami l y 

was not an i nt egr al  par t of  t he J apanese communi t y mi ght account f or 

t hi s new at t i t ude,  but of  cour se,  we are not j ust i f i ed i n maki ng any 

such gener al i zat i on.  



WRA TL-U9 Appendi x I :  Recor d Face Sheet 

Surname 

TSURUI  

ban' s name ! Cross ref erence 
Sei r oku ! 

Fi l e 
CWD 

Case 7r 
95 

Surname 

TSURUI  Woman
1

s name j  Other names used 
Takae ! 

Fami l y 4 
17189 

Present 
address 5205- A and B 

Cl assi f i cat i on 
P. A. G.  

Tul e Lake War Rel ocat i on Pr oj ect 
Newel l ,  Cal i f or ni a 

Ref er red by 
Bl of ek Manager 

Previ ous addresses 
Rt.,....3,  Box . A.  uburn, . .  . . Washi ngt on 

Dat e 
1. 0/ 7/ 42 

A ubur n,  Washi ngt on,  on May 23,  1942.  
2.  Rel ocat ed f rom 

Pi nedal e Assembl y Cent er ,  on J ul y 16,  1942 

FAMI LY C OI TPOS I T I  ON 

Name 
! j  Ci t i zenshi p 

Bi r t
1

 ate j  Bi r t hpl - ce i  st atus 
Occupat i  on 

Past | i n pr oj ect
 1

 Regi st ered 

Ser i r oku 3/ 9/ 84
 1

 "̂apan ! Al i en .  
R. R.  

wor ker None Yes 

Takae 3/ 2/ 01 i  J apan 1 Al i en 
House-
. wi f e None No 

Fumi  
I  

3/ 13/ 25 ! U. S.  ! Ci t i zen School  Mess Yes 
7 :  
Sumi e 

! j  
3/ 14/ 27 ! U. S.  ;  Ci t i zen School  School  No 

Mi t sue 3/ 4/ 36 U. S.  ! Ci t i zen School  School  No 

May 5/ 6/ 37 
! 

U. f c.  i  Ci t i zen None Hone »o 
1 1 ! 

� 

Legal l y responsi bl e and 
ot her rel at i ves Rel at i onshi p Addr ess Number dependent s 

Al ci r a Tsur ui  son ¡Great Nor t her r 

Hoy Tsur ui  son same 

Others i n househol d ! Rel at i onshi p j  Addr ess 

Vi si t ed J apan ï l io Y/h Per i od 

Re1 i f f i on 
Sevent h Day Advent i st 



DOCUMENT TL-66 

THE TENMA FAMI LY 

CONFI DENTI AL 

Thi s document cont ai ns no di sgui ses.  Al l  names,  dat es,  pl aces,  
and event s are accurat e t o t he best knowl edge of  t he i nvest i gat or .  No 
par t of  t hi s document may be used f or any purpose what soever wi t hout 
suf f i ci ent di sgui se t o conceg  ̂ t he i dent i t y of  t he persons i nvol ved 
and wi t hout t he consent of  t he di r ect or of  t he Evacuat i on and Reset -
t l ement st udy.  

Sources of  I nf ormat i ons 

1.  Case record on the Tenma f ami l y i n the f i l es of  t he Com-
muni t y Wel f ar e Depar t ment i n Tul e Lake.  Per mi ssi on f or 
t he use of  t hi s dat a .was gi ven by the super vi sor ,  Mi ss 
Naoko Hoshi no.  The record f ace sheet i s i n Appendi x I .  

2.  Mr s.  Tenma' s case was handl ed i n par t by t he wr i t er .  
Dur i ng t he course of  t he i nvest i gat i on,  t he wr i t er had 
several  oppor t uni t i es t o i nt ervi ew Mr s.  Tenma.  

3.  Br i ef  di scussi on of  t he case wi t h Mr s.  Yasuko Akamat su,  
case wor ker ,  who al so hel ped i n the i nvest i gat i on.  

4.  WRA- 26,  I ndi vi dual  Recor d For m,  f or Mr s.  Tenma.  Thi s 1

 dat a was made avai l abl e t hrough the cooperat i on of  Mi ss 
Dor ot hy Mont gomer y of  t he Soci al  Wel f ar e Depar t ment and 
Mi ss Hannah Uyeno of  the Housi ng Depar t ment .  

Evacuat i on and Reset t l ement St udy 
The Evacuee Fami l y i n Tul e Lake 
Tul e Lake Proj ect .  
Shi but ani ,  4/ 21/ 43 
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THE TSNMA FAIwILY 

1. I ntroducti on 

The Tenma fami l y i n Tul e Lake consi sts of Mr6. Masako Tenma, a wi dow, 47, 

her daughter Li l y,  17, and two sons�Aki ra,  10, and J ohn, 9.  Mrs. Tenma al so 

has three other sons�Shi ro,  23, who i s i n Utah wi th hi s wi fej  J oseph, 19, who 

i s al so i n Utah; and Mi tsuru,  21, whose whereabouts are unknown. Mr. Tenma 

passed away about years ago. 

Mrs. Tenma was educated both i n J apan and the Uni ted States and i s bi -

l i ngual .  Al l  her chi l dren can speak onl y Engl i sh,  si nce thei r mother speaks 

Engl i sh qui te f l uentl y.  Unti l  the ti me of evacuati on,  she and her chi l dren 

worked together to scrape together a l i vi ng. Si nce Mr. Tenma' s death, the 

fami l y has never been wel l  of f .  They have been on rel i ef and even wi th the 

f i nanci al  hel p from the county they barel y made ends meet.  Si nce the fami l y 

was recei vi ng rel i ef ,  thei r soci al  status was at the bottom of the l adder.  ̂

The Tenmas are Seventh Day Ad v e n t i s t s .  ̂

2. Li fe of Mrs. Tenma 

Masako Kameda was born on J une 6, 1895, i n Setada machi ,  Hi roshi ma ken, 

1. The J apanese (I ssei ) fel t very strongl y about recei vi ng rel i ef from 
the government.  Because of the mutual  ai d i nsti tuti ons and because of the 
assi stance gi ven by members of the fami l y to each other (to protect the fami l y 
record),  onl y those who were desti tute appl i ed for rel i ef i n J apan. Many com-
mi tted sui ci de rather than eat food gi ven to them by outsi ders.  Thi s feel i ng 
i s carri ed over to Ameri ca.  I t i s i nteresti ng to note the change of atti tude 
toward rel i ef i n Tul e Lake. 

2. CWD fi l es and i ntervi ew wi th Mrs. Yasuko Akamatsu. 
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J apan, where her father was a ri ce retai l er.  She attended the Setaaa grammar 

school  from Apri l ,  1902, to March, 1910, and then went to the Setada hi gh school  

from 1910 to March, 1914. A year after her graduati on,  she mi grated to Ameri ca. 

She was then onl y 20 years of age. 

In February,  1915, she settl ed i n Washi ngton and attended the Bai l y-Gazerdt 

ni ght school  for four semesters.  She then marri ed.  After the bi rth of her 

f i rst baby i n 1919, she l eft for a bri ef vi si t to J apan. She was there from 

August,  1919, to May, 1920. 

After her return from J apan, she went to work i n her hatband*s hotel  i n 

Seattl e as a general  mai d and worked there unti l  1938. She had si x chi l dren 

i n al l  and reared them al l  i n Seattl e.  In 1934, Mr. Tenma suddenl y di ed. She 

carri ed on hi s busi ness unti l  1938, when her ol dest son began to work to sup-

port the fami l y.  From October,  1938, unti l  the ti me of evacuati on,  she worked 

onl y part ti me and earned enough to make up the di fference betv/een Shi ro' s 

earni ngs and the needs of the fami l y. °  

Mrs. Tenma i s 5' 2" tal l  and wei ghs 110 pounds. She has no maj or physi cal  

defects,  but her body i s i n general  weakened condi ti on.  ̂ She i s soft spoken 

and del i cate and l ooks somewhat l i ke an I ndi an woman. She can read, wri te,  and 

speak both Engl i sh and J apanese.  Her spoken Engl i sh i s so f l uent that one won-

ders whether she was educated excl usi vel y i n the Uni ted States.  ̂ Her hobbi es 

are sewi ng, si ngi ng, and crocheti ng.  Her rel i gi on i s Seventh Day Adventi st.
6 

3. WRA-26 and CWD f i l es.  Testi mony of Mrs. Tenma on November 1£, 1942, 
to Mrs. Yasuko Akamatsu.  The story here i s not qui te cl ear.  What i s presented 
here has been reconstructed from the fragments i n the I ndi vi dual  Record Foirnis 
and i n the records of the Soci al  Wel fare Department and may not be enti rel y 
accurate. 

4. Thi s cl ai m on her part of October 5, 1942, was confi rmed by a note 
from the Base Hospi tal  certi fyi ng that Mrs. Tenma was i n no condi ti on tovwork. 

5. The f i rst i mpressi on of thw worker was that Mrs.  Tenma was an. I ndi an 
woman who had marri ed a J apanese and had beeni nteraad.  Mrs. .  Tenma gi ves the 
i mpressi on of bei ng feebl e and del i cate and yet capabl e of worki ng i f necessary. 

6. WRA- 26, suppl emented by data from other sources. 
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3. The Hi story of the Fami l y 

For four years after the death of Mr. Tenma, the fami l y conti nued to l i ve 

i n Seattl e,  barel y efcing out a l i vi ng from the hfctel .  In 1938, the Tenmas moved 

to Auburn, Washi ngton,  where Shi ro found a j ob as a farm l aborer.  Shi ro worked 

hard and gave hi s. earni ngs to hi s mother to support the fami l y.  Mrs. Tenma her-

sel f di d pi ece work pi cki ng berri es unti l  she became i l l  i n 1939. The i ncome 

from these two workers and a pensi on (Mother' s Pensi on) from the Ki ng County 

Wel fare Department of $42 a month kept the fai&i ly goi ng. 

The second son, Hi tsura,  l eft Auburn i n 1940 for Los Angel es.  There he 

¥/orked as a school boy to earn hi s way through co&l ege. Mi tsuru was i n Los 

Angel es unti l  March, 1942, when he vol untari l y l eft the mi l i tary area for Utah. 

Hi s whereabouts are now unknown. Mi i fcuru i s now 21. 

In September,  1941, the thi rd son, J oseph (now 19) l eft home to attend 

a col l ege i n San Mateo, Cal i forni a.  Li ke hi s el der brother,  he too worked as 

a school boy.  J ust before the travel  restri cti ons went i nto effect l ate i n 

March, he returned to j oi n hi s fami l y i n Auburn. Once home, he worked to hel p 

support the fami l y unti l  the ti me of evacuati on. 

In Apri l ,  1942, Shi ro marri ed i n Auburn. The fami l y was evacuated to 

the Pi r.edale Assembl y Center on May 24, 1942. 

I n Pi nedal e,  Mrs. Tenma l ost the hel p of her ol dest son. Shi ro and hi s 

wi fe deci ded to go to Utah to work i n the sugar beet f i el ds there.  Al though 

she needed hi s hel p,  Mrs. Tenma fel t that remai ni ng i n camp woul d not hel p her 

son and she encouraged hi m to l eave and to make good. Shi ro di d make good and 

found permanent empl oyment i n Utah. 

On J ul y 17, 1942, the Tenma fami l y was rel ocated to Tul e Lake. As soon 

as the fami l y had settl ed down and had compl eted maki ng furni ture and parti ti ons 
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and had made thi ngs reasonabl y comfortabl e,  the thi rd son, J oseph, vol unteered 

for beet work i n Utah. J oseph wanted to earn enough money to compl ete hi s edu-

cati on. He worked i n Tul e Lake for onl y one month.' ' '  

The Tenmas soon began to feel  the pi nch of the cost of l i vi ng i n Tul e Lake. 

Contrary to the popul ar bel i ef ,  one cannot l i ve free i n Tul e Lake. Mrs. Tenma 

soon di scovered that she di d not have enough money to purchase adequate cl othi ng 

for the three chi l dren who v/ere sti l l  i n school .
8

 She tri ed to work but found 

that she coul d not,  and the doctors at the Base Hospi tal  recommended that she 

refrai n from doi ng anythi ng. 

The ol dest daughter,  Li l l y (17) tol d her mother that she v/ ished to drop 

out of school  to work to support the fami l y.  However,  her mother opposed thi s 

and tol d her that her educati on was more i mportant than a few sacri f i ces that 

had to be made. From that ti me on, Li l l y not onl y went to hi gh school  but took 

courses i n the Adul t Educati on Department at ni ght so that she mi ght qual i fy 

for a better j ob when she f i ni shed school .® 

Mrs. Tenma tri ed doi ng a bi t of l i ght work whenever she coul d,  but thi s 

di d not hel p because of the del ay on the part of the W. R. A. i n payi ng her meagre 

wages. Fi nal l y,  earl y i n October,  she appl i ed for rel i ef at the Soci al  Wel fare 

Department.  At the ti me of her f i rst appl i cati on,  she asked onl y for shoes 

and cl othi ng for her chi l dren.  She tol d the worker that she was a wi dow and 

for a l ong ti me had been very poor.  Consequentl y she i4i.d not want l uxuri es, 

but onl y cl othes so that her chi l dren coul d go to school  properl y dressed. 

Unfortunatel y,  at the ti me of her appl i cati on,  the Soci al  Wel fare Department 

was sti l l  f i ghti ng wi th the Fi scal  Di vi si on over the forms to be used in appl i -

cati ons for Publ i c Assi stance Grants,  and al l  payments had been del ayed. Fur-

7. Testi mony of Mrs. Tenma on Bovember l o,  1942. 
8. I t was not unti l  l ate i n 1942 that the W. R. A. deci ded to gi ve cl othi ng 

al l owances,  and even then, the al l owances went onl y to those who v/ere worki ng 
or to those on rel i ef .  See W. R. A. Admi ni strati ve I nstructi on No. 27. 

9. Testi mony of Mrs. Tenma on October 5, 1942. 
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thermore,  i t was necessary for her to get a medi cal  statement from the Base 

Hospi tal  and thi s requi red an addi ti onal  week. I n the meanti me, the needs of 

her fami l y i ncreased day by day. 

Fi nal l y,  on October 15, after much di scussi on,  the Publ i c Assi stance Grants 

were pai d for the f i rst t i me.
l c

 Mrs.  Tenma recei ved a grant of $2. 50. Thi s 

obviousl j r was not enough, but i t was el l  that the department toul d gi ve her under 

the exi sti ng regul ati ons. H The soci al  worker cal l ed at her home to see whether 

some addi ti onal  arrangement coul d not be made. Mrs. Tenma at that ti me refused 

to ask for hel p from her two sons. She stated that Shi ro' s wi fe was not worki ng 

so the coupl e woul d need al l  the money they coul d earn to make thei r own start 

i n l i fe.  She stated that she woul d rather do wi thout than to depri ve her chi l -

dren who were j ust starti ng out i n l i fe of what was j ustl y thei rs.  She al so 

refused to ask for ai d from J oseph because she fel t that he woul d need every 

cent that he coul d earn to conti nue hi s col l ege educati on.  She argued that 

she woul d rather see hi m become. a great man and be dead hersel f than to be 

comfortabl e hersel f and depri ve hi m of hi s opportuni ti es. 

When a worker cal l ed on the fami l y on November 15, she found that the 

Tenmas sti l l  had no adequate cl othi ng and no i ncome and onl y about $2 cash on 

hand. Mrs. Tenma wi shed to ha.ve enough to get sweaters and shoes for the 

chi l dren i n school  and some frui ts for hersel f si nce her heal thy had taken 

a turn for the worst.  She was worri ed about the comi ng col a weather and l ack 

of warm cl othi ng for her chi l dren.  She stated that she hersel f coul d stay i n 

her barrack,  but the chi l dren had to go outsi de to wal k to the other end of the 

camp. Si nce there was no emergency fund, a regul ar grant for $9.75 was made. i 3 

10. Grants were pai d one week after Mrs. Hal l e l eft and Mi ss Hoshi no 
became supervi sor.  The matter was taken di rectl y to Mr. Shi rrel l .  Fi el d notes. 

11. Under Admi ni strati ve regul ati on no. 35 (Mrs.  Hal l e' s i nterpretati on) 
an i temi zed account of every cent that was spent was requi red.  The defi ni ti on 
of "essenti al s" was al so very narrow and l i mi ted; i . e. ,  toothpaste,  soap, etc. 

' 12. CWD f i l es,  November 16, 1942. 
13. I bi d. 
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4. Comments 

As any worker i n the Communi ty Wel fare Department can testi fy,  the story 

of the Tenma fami l y i s typi cal  of hundreds of fami l i es i n Tul e Lake. In spi te 

of the fact that food, shel ter,  educati on,  and hospi tal i zati on are furni shed by 

the government,  i t i s al most i mpossi bl e for fami l i es (or even bachel ors) to l i ve 

wi thout some i ncome i n Tul e Lake. Such essenti al s as toothpaste,  toothbrushes, 

shavi ng equi pment,  hai rcuts,  cl othi ng,  shoes are not provi ded by the government. 

For l arge fami l i es,  the smal l  publ i c assi stance grants are hardl y suff i ci ent to 

meet the needs. 

The fears of Mrs. Tenma were typi cal  of those met by the worker whi l e he 

was i n the f i el d.  Parents were so much worri ed about the comi ng col d.  Every-

one had heard rumors and had al so been warned by the admi ni strati on that the 

wi nters woul d be extremel y col d.  Those wi th chi l dren i n school  wanted them to 

have heavy cl othi ng so that they woul d be protected and at the sam ti me woul d 

not have to mi ss cl asses. 

The di f f i cul ti es met by Mrs. Tenma i n getti ng her smal l  grant were al so 

typi cal .  I t was not j ust the governmental  "red tape",  but the horri bl e mi s-

management by the. l ocal  off i ci al s and the confl i cts between the vari ous secti ons 

and admi ni strati ve di vi si ons that made everythi ng so sl ow. Al l  secti ons i n one 

di vi si on were dependent upon each other for effecti ve work, but si nce one secti on 

head or another woul d get i nto some confl i ct over pol i cy or over personal  matters 

thi ngs were often hel d up for months.
14 

I n spi te of al l  these di f f i cul ti es,  Mrs. Tenma carri ed on and kept her fami l y 

14. The Soci al  Wel fare Department coul d not certi fy, peopl e for grants wi thout 
a statement from the hospi tal  regardi ng empl oyabi l i ty (whi ch requi red at l east a 
week�usual l y three or four) .  A check had to be made wi th the Pl acement Off i ce to 
see whether the person was el i gi bl e for Unempl oyment Compensati on (whi ch Mr. Fagan 
i gnored for fi ve months i n spi te of questi ons from Mr. Shi rrel l  and Mi ss Hoshi no). 
After everythi ng had been cl eared the l i st went to the Fi scal  Di vi si on,  whi ch made 
out the forms to send to the Treasury Department i n Portl and. The enti re procedure 
took at l east one month unti l  the reorgani zati on i n February,  1943. 
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together.  The moral e of the group was hi gh i n spi te of the fact that they were 

doi ng wi thout many of the thi ngs that thei r nei ghbors had. The i n-group feel i ng 

of the fami l y i s extremel y strong and Mrs. Tenma i s very devoted to al l  her chi l -

dren, bei ng wi l l i ng to make any sacri f i ce so that they coul d get ahead and not 

have to suffer as she had. Al l  the chi l dren,  on the other hand, are al ways 

wi l l i ng to hel p out i n supporti ng the fami l y.  Mrs.  Tenma had to encourage her 

sons to go out to work. Had she asked them, they probabl y woul d have stayed 

i n the center to support her and the other chi l dren. 

The feel i ng on the part of Mrs. Tenma toward ibhe educati on of her chi l dren 

seems typi cal  of al l  i mmi grant parents.  They wi sh to gi ve thei r chi l dren a 

chance that they themsel ves had never had and are wi l l i ng to make enormous sa-

cri f i ces for thei r chi l dren.  As one Ni sei  remarked, "These old I ssei  may have 

come over here to make money and go tack to show i t of f ,  but once they have ki ds 

they go crazy.  They want to work l i ke hel l  j ust to gi ve the ki ds a chance. They 

forget al l  about goi ng back. The hel l  wi th J apan, they say. "
15 

Thi s document i s but one of several  of fami l i es needi ng f i nanci al  assi s-

tance. I t i s i ndeed unfortunate that so many peopl e had to suffer unnecessari l y 

because of mi nor di f ferences of ppi ni on between a few i ndi vi dual s in the admi ni s-

trati ve personnel .  
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Surname 

TENMA 

¡�.'a'  w '  Cross ref erence Fi l e 
CWD 

Case - - f a 
59 

Surname 

TENMA Vfoman' s nane 
Masako 

Other nai nes used Fami l y # 
16822 

Present 
address 4907-C, Tui e Lake Proj ect 

Cl assi f i cat i on 
P. A. Grant 

Newel l ,  Cal i forni a 
Ref er red by 
Bk.  Mgr .  of 49 

Previ ous addresses 
Rt. Box 52« Auburn» Washi ngton 

Date 
October 5, 1942 

.Auburn, Washi ngton on May .  24, 1942.. 
2.  Rel ocat ed f rom 

Pi nedal e Assembl y Center on .July 17, 1942. 

FAMI LY COMPOSI TI ON 

Name Bi r t hdat e j  Bi r t hpl ace 
j  Ci t i zenshi p 

status Past 
Occupat i on 
In proj ect Regi st ered 

Masako 6/ 6/ 95
 !

 J apan 
! 
! Al i en Hotel  None 

h 
Yes 

Li l y 10/ 1/ 25 Seattl e Ci ti zen School  School  No 

Aki ra 11/ 23/ 31 Seattl e 
1 
j  Ci ti zen School  School  No 

J ohn I 2/ 9/ 43 Seattl e Ci ti zen School  School  No 

! ! 1 

j  

1 
i  
! 
.j  

Legal l y responsi bl e and |  
_ 

...  other rel at i ves j_ R<= sl nti onshi -o Addross Number dependent s 

Shi ro Tenma Son Utah 1 
Mi tsuru Tenma Son Unknown 0'  

••—••-• 0 

Others i n househol d Rel at i onshi p Address 
1 
1 

Vi si t ed J apan 
Yes 

vfho 
Mrs. Tenma 

When 
8/19 - 5/20 

Per i od 
9 months 

Rol i gi on 
Seventh Day Adventi st 



DOCUMENT TL-67 

THE KATO FAMI LY 

00N7i ar. s: i AL 

Thi s document cont ai ns no di sgui ses ot her t han names.  
Al l  dat es,  pl aces and event s are accurat e t o t he best know-
l edge of  t he i nvest i gat or .  No par t of  t hi s document may be 
used ôr any purpose what soever wi t hout

 n

ur t her di sgui ses 
t o conceal  the i dent i t y of  t he persons i nvol ved and wi t hout 
t he consent o°  t he di rect or of  t he Evacuat i on and Reset t l e-
ment St udy.  

Sources of  I nf ormat i on:  

1.  Case record of  t he Kato "ami l y i n t he f i l er of  t he 
Communi t y Wel f are Depar t ment i n Tul c Lake Fr oj ect .  

2.  WRA- 26,  I ndi vi dual  Record For m,  f or Mr s.  Kat e.  

Evacuat i on and Reset t l ement Study 
Chi cago,  I l l i noi s 
Shi but ani ,  7/ 23/ 45 



Document TL-67 Pagel  

T::E KATO FAMI LZ 

1.  I nt r oduct i on 

The Kat o f ami l y consi st s of  Mr a.  Yoshi ko Kat o,  36,  and her f our chi l dr en,  

' l abi a,  11;  Masamune,  1G;  Takasumi ,  8 and Moonr ay,  Her husband,  M?sayoshi ,  i s 

conf i ned at the Napa State Asyl um.  Mr s.  Kat o has a f ai r l y good command of  t he 

Engl i sh l anguage and she and her chi l dren use i t  al most excl usi vel y i n speaki ng t o 

each ot her .  The f ami l y has l ong been on r el i ef  and even bef ore Kat o!3 conf i nement 

was havi ng f i nanci al  di f f i cul t i es.  

2.  Li Te of  Yoshi ko Fa t o 

Yoshi ko Hayashi  was born on J anuar y 11,  1096 i n Hi r oshi ma- shi ,  Hi r oshi ma- ken,  

J apan.  Her f at her was pr i nci pal  of  a school  i n t he ci t y.  She at t ended Hakushi ma 

gr ammar school  f rom Apr i l ,  1915 t o Mar ch,  1919 and t hen at t ended Ysnrnnaka hi gh 

school  unt i l  Mar ch,  192 .̂  

Two mont hs af t er her gr aduat i on f ram hi gh school  she was mar r i ed and mi gr at ed 

t o t he Uni t ed St at es wi t h MasayosM Kat o.  The f ami l y set t l ed i n Newcast l e.  I n 

November ,  1926 Mr s.  Kat o ret urned t o J apan t o vi si t  her par ent s.  She rej oi ned her 

fami "' y i n Cal i f or ni a i n May,  1927.  "he went t o vi si t  J apan "or a second vi si t  i n 

1950.  Mr s.  Kat o i s 4 f t .  9 i n.  t al l  and wei ghs 110 pounds.  She has no physi cal  

def ect s.  She can r ead,  wr i t e and speak bot h Engl i sh and J apanese.  Her r el i gi ous 

pr ef er ence i s Buddhi st .
1 

5.  Hi st or y of  Fami l y 

Mr f .  Kat o bar el y managed t o eke an exi st ence and on some occasi ons t he f ami l y 

had t o do wi t hout necessi t i es. % On Febr uar y 10,  1941 t he st rai n became t oo gr eat 

1. WRA-26 
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and Mr. Kato was confi ned to the Napa State Asyl um. Si nce Mr. Kato had no done 

much work the family soon became desti tute.  The Pl acer County wel fare department 

provi ded them wi th | 20 per month for grocery orders and J apanese fri ends pai d for 

the rent,  l i ght and provi ded other types of food. The fami l y conti nued to be on 

rel i ef unti l  the attack on Pearl  Harbor when suddenl y they were dropped *rom the 

rel ie-" rol l .  At that ti me the soci al  worker of Pl aer bounty referred the case to 

the J ACL and the J apanese in Newcastl e communi ty managed to provi de subsi stence 

unti l  evacuati on.  The fami l y evacuated to Arbog*.Assembl y Center on May 14, 19̂ 2 

2 
and rel ocated to Tul e Lake on J une 26, 1942. 

3y thi s ti me Mrs. Kato was accustomed to the hardshi p and now that room and 

board was provi ded, her onl y concern was her husband. She di d not compl ai n,  how-

ever,  unti l  Auj ust 20, when the Communi ty census was taken and then i t became known 

to the Tul e Lake authori ti es that desi red i nformati on regardX. ; her husband' s con-

di ti on. Thi s request was referred to the Soci al  Wel fare Department,  however,  no 

i nqui ry was sent out at thi s ti me. 

On J une 27 Mrs. Kato began to work as a uti l i ty room attendant i n her bl ock. 

Al though she had no been »pai d,  she had no compl ai nt to make. I t was not unti l  

August that she di scovered that she coul d not support four chi l dren on $12 a month. 

On October 5, 19̂ 2 she fi nal l y appl i ed "or rel i ef at the Soci al  Wel fare Department. 

Her bl ock manager,  who went to the offi ce wi th her,  reported that her chi l dren were 

i nadequatel y cl othes and had no underwear and no coats for the wi nter weather.  I t 

was di scovered that the WRA owed Mrs. Kato over $60 in cl othi ng al l owance and 

sal ary and consequentl y she was i nel i gi bl e *or publ i c assi stance grant. 

On October ,̂  there was a sudden* change in the V/RA pol i cy governi ng publ i c 

assi stance grants and to fami l i es wi th a member worki ng. A rel i ef grant o  ̂ $7. 5°  

was made for the month of October. '  

2.  WRA-26. 

5. ?i l es in Soci al  Wel fare Department,  October 5 and J l ,  19̂ 2. 
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I t was not unti l  l ate in December when Mi ss Montgomery succeeded in or -ani~ 

zi ng the department that the matter concerni ng Mr. K4to was sent to Napa. The repl y 

was that though Mr. Kato
1

 3 condi ti on was i mproved greatl y and i t was possi bl e for 

hi' i  to be rel eased to the proj ect,  no i mmedi ate acti on was taken for fear that hi s 

condi ti on mi ght became aggravated by condi ti ons in the proj ect,  ̂

4.  ?or t ext of  l et t ers see Appendi x I I  



WRA TI,-1+9 Appendi x I  

Surname 

KATO, 

Man '  s name Cross reference Fi l e 
CWD 

Case # Surname 

KATO, Vioman
1

 s name 
Yoshi ko 

Other names used Fami l y $ 
25478 

Present 
address 20Q4-A, Tul e Lake* Newel l ,  Cal i f ,  

Cl assi f i cati on 
PAG-

Referred by 
Census Dept. 

Previ ous addresses 
.  J OT 58, Newcastl e; .  Cal i f .  

Date 
Aup;.  20, 1942 

1. Eva c ua t e d f r on 

2. Rel ocated fror; 
Newcastle,...Cal i f,..  oil..May 14....1542 

Arboga Assembl y Center on J une 26, -IS42 

FAMI LY C OÎ.  -POS IT I  ON 

Name 
1 Ci ti zenshi p 

Bi rthdate j  Bi rthpl ace ! status Past 
Occurati on 
I n proj ect j  Regi stered 

Yoshi ko 1/ 11/ 06 ! J apan I  al i en hgusewi : 'e attendanti  /es 

1/ebia .  11 U. S. I  ci ti zen none |  none no 

Masamune 10 
! 

U. S. j  ci ti zen none none no 
f f  1 

î ioonray 5 
i  « 

U. S.  i  ci ti zen none 
t  

none no 

I  
1 
\ 1 
! 
i  

Legal l y responsi bl e and 
other rel ati ves Rel ati onshi p j  Address Number dopen dent s 

Masayoshi  Kato husband Napa State A 3/lui  
i  
! 

Others i n househol d Rel ati onshi p Address 
-

VI si tod J apan 

Rel i gi on 
Buddhi st 

Who ten 

j � 
Peri od 

6 worths 
iflontii  s 
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Dec.  30,  1942 

Di r ect or ,  
Napa St at e Hospi t al ,  
Napa,  Cal i f or ni a.  

Re:  Kat o,  Masayoshi  

Dear Si r :  

We ar e wr i t i ng to you i n regard t o Mr. .  Masavoshi  Kat o,  whom we 
under st and was commi t t ed t o your hospi t al  on Febr uar y 10,  1942.  

Mr .  Kat o' s wi f e and "our (
;

0 mi nor chi l dren «re l i vi ng hereon 
t he Tul e Lake '  ar Rel ocat i on Pr oj ect .  I n cur at t empt s +0 make 
pl ans f or t hi s f p. mi l r e wi sh t o t ake i nt o condi erat i on t he 
si t uat i on of

 +

 husband.  We woul d appreci at e i t  i
a

 j ou coul  ̂
gi ve us a st at ement as t o hi s present condi t i on.  Al so,  i f  i t  i s 
possi bl e f or you t o make any st at ement as t o t he probabl e l engt h 
of  t i me he wi l l  remai n i n t he hospi t al ,  we may be bet t er kbl e t o 
assi st i n f ut ure pl ans.  

' 'a wi l l  appr eci at e your cooperat i on i n t hi s mat t er .  

ELuei f  L.
;

 Shi r r 11,  Proj ect Di r ect or 

I l arvey K.  l over l y 
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Dec.  50,  1942 

Di r ect or ,  
Count y Wel f ar e Dept . ,  
Pl acer Count y,  
Aubur n,  Cal i cor al a.  

l e:  Kafci ,  Yoshi ko,  ' ebi a,  ' as&mune,  Takaaumi ,  ' l oonray 

Dear Si r :  

''fe are wr i t i ng t o you i n regard to Mr s.  Yoshi ko Kat o who i s now 
l i vi n ;  on t he Tul e Lake ' far Rel ocat i on Pr oj ect ,  

Mr s.  Kat o t el l s us t hat she f ormer l y l i ved i n Newcast l e.  At 
t hat t i me she states t hat she recei ved assi st ance t hrough your 
depar t ment .  ' 'e woul d appr eci at e havi ng a summary o°  your 
cont act s wi t h t hi s f ami l y.  

Mr s.  Kato al so t el l s us t hat her husband,  Masayoshi  X&fco,  was 
commi t t ed to t he Napa St at e Hospi t al  on February 10,  1941.  I f  
you are abl e to gi ve us any f ur ther i nf ormat i on regardi ng t hi s 
commi t ment ,  i t  may be of  val ue t o us i n maki ng pl ans f or t he 
f ami l y.  

V/e wi l l  appr eci at e your cooperat i on i n t hi s mat t er .  

El mer L.  Shi r r el l ,  Proj ect Di rect or 
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COUNTY OF PLACER
 y 

Of f i ce of  Wel f are Depar t ment Cour t House 
Aubur n,  Cal i f orni a.  

J an.  5,  1943 

Mr .  El mer L.  Shi r rel l ,  Proj ect Di rect or ,  
Soci al  Wel f are Depar t ment ,  
Tui e Lake Pr oj ect ,  
New el l ,  Cal i f orni a.  

Dear Mr .  Shi r rel l :  

The above named f ami l y came t o t he at t ent i on of  t he Pl acer Count y Wel f are De-
par t ment ,  February 1941,  as t he f at her ,  Masayoshi  Kat o,  had been commi t t ed 
t o Napa,  February 10,  1941.  They were gi ven a § 20 grocery order and J apanese 
f r i ends were payi ng r ent ,  l i ght s and some gr ocer i es.  These grocery orders 
were cont i nued t hrough December .  Last order gi ven was December 1,  1941.  

The case was ref erred to Tom Yego,  Newcast l e,  Secret ary of  t he J apanese 
Associ at i on and t he f ami l y was t aken care of  by t he J apanese of  Newcast l e,  
unt i l  t hey were evacuated f rom Pl acer Count y.  

On. March 27,  1942,  we recei ved a repor t f rom Napa State Hospi t al  ° rom our 
i nqui ry as t o t he condi t i on of  M.  Kat o,  and t hey stated t ht he had made some 
i mprovement dur i ng the past ° ew mont hs and shoul d that i mprovement cont i nue 
he woul d doubt l ess be consi dered f or l eave o

n

 absence when wel l  enough,  how-
ever ,  i t  was i mpossi bl e f or t hem to gi ve an exact dat e.  

On Apr i l  13,  1942,  we recei ved a communi cat i on f rom Napa State "ospi t a
1

 savi ng 
t hey woul d l i ke to t r y hi m i n supervi sed f ami l y car e,  but t hat was i mpossi bl e 
t o - ecommend as t here were no J apanese f ami l i es who woul d be wi l l i ng t o accept T

"r.  Kato "or a t r i al  under the ci r cumst ances.  

Hopi ng thi s gi ves you t he i nf ormat i on you desi r e,  I  am,  

Yours very t r ul y,  

/ s/  Eel l e E.  Wi l son,  Di rector 
Pl acer Count y Wel f are Department 
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St at e of  Cal i f orni a 

Depar t ment of  I nst i t ut i ons 

Napa State Hospi t al  
I mol a,  Ca1i f ©r ni a,  

J an.  8,  1945 

"l arvey M.  Cover l ey,  
War Rel ocat i on Aut hor i t y,  
Tul e Luke Pr oj ect ,  
Newel l ,  Cal i f or ni a.  

Re:  ?4asayoshi  Kat o 

Dear Si r :  

I - ksayoshi  Kat o has shown no change dur i ng t he past f ew mont hs.  
On t he ward he i s qui et ,  agr eeabl e,  cooperat i ve and wel l  be-
haved.  He hel ps i n t he gardens and does a sat i sf act ory j ob.  
Hi s physi cal  condi t i on i s sat i sf act or y.  

He was consi dered l ast Apr i l  f or l eave of  absence and t hi s wr s 
�ranted,  pr ovi di ng he had super vi si on.  However ,  t he quest i on 
of  hi s race and pl acement pr obabl y made t hi s i mpossi bl e at t hat 
t i me.  

I s i t  your desi re t o t ake t hi s pat i ent on l eave t o t he Rel oca-
t i on Center and have hi m-  re- uni t ed wi t h hi s f ami l y? 

Ver y t r ul y your s,  

/ a/  I . E.  Char l eswor t h,  M. D.  
Medi cal  Di rect or and Super i nt endent 
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5.  \ I RA-2Ö l or i'.ir.  r ukumot o end Li s i at ner .  

evacuat i on and Reset t l ement St udy 
' me evacuee Fami l y i n Tul e Lake 
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1.  I nt r oduct i on .  

The Fukumot o i ami i y consi st  01 kr .  Ki shi t ar o Fukumot o (47), 

a wi dower ,  ana Ms f at her Takaj i r o ( 74) ana Ms ni ne chi l dr en -

Ben (17), Ter ue ( I D) ,  Kazuye (14), kar y (13), kasar u (11), ki yoko 

( 8) ,  Ai ko ( 7) ,  Toshi ko U) ,  ana Et suko ( 2) .  

Pr i or t o evacuat i on,  Fukumot o,  hi s f at her ,  ana hi s ei aest 

son oper at ed,  a f ar m near Sacr ament o.  At t he t i me oi  t ne evacua-

t i on,  t ney nad to s en ever yt hi ng,  but t ne raonê  t hat t hey
 b

ot 

l or t hei r bel onMn
0
s di d not l ast ver y l on

Cj
 i n t he f ami l y or e-

l even.  ivir.  Fukumot o was a ver y capabl e wor ker ,  but because of  

t he l ow wa
0
e scal es i n t he pr oj ect and beca. se ol  t i e del ay i n 

t he payment or sal ar i es,  he had an ext r emel y di i r i cul t  t i  le i n 

suppor t i ng,  t ue f ami l y.  

2.  Tne I nal vi aual s ol  t ne Fami l y 

Taka j I r o Fukumot o 

Takaj i r o Fukumot o was bor n on i narch 1671,  i n Chu ŷo- mur a,  

- Hi r oshi ma- ken,  J apan,  wher e hi s f at her was a l ar mer .  he has ha a 

no l or , al  eaucat i on.  He r emai ned on hi s xat ner ' s f ai n and wor ked 

t ner e unt i l  J ul y when he came t o t ne Uni t ed St at es.  he 

l ef t hi s wi f e and son i n J apan,  and not l on
0
 af t er war d,  hi s wi f e 

di ed.  I n Sept ember 1912, hi s son came to t ne uni t ed St at es and 

st ar t ed a f ar m near St ockt on,  Cal i f or ni a Takaj i r o went t o hel p 

ni s son and r emai ned wi t h hi m ever si nce.  I n J une 1921, Hi s son 

pur chased a i ar m i n Sacr ament o,  and t he ol d nan had beer hel pi ng 

t her e i n i r r i gat i ng and i n dr i vi ng hor ses.  
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f akaj i r o i s l i ve f eet i l ve i nches t al i  ana wei ghs one hundr ed 

ana t hi r t y- f i ve >ounds,  and i n spi t e or hi s age,  he i s qui t e heal -

th; ,  ana capabl e oi  coi n,  heavy wor k.  He can s êak J apanese but 

cannot r eaa or wr i t e,  ana has no unaer st andi r i f  oi  1 i sh.  hi s 

hobbi es ar e carv. ent r ;  ana wat chi ng "sumo" mat ches.  Hi s r el i gi on 

I s Buddhi st .
1  

Kl shi t ar o Fu; cumot o 

Ki sni t ar o Fukumot o wa? bor n on mar en 25,  1896 i n Chu* yo- mur e ,  

n i  r o s hi  ¡Ha-  ken,  J apan.  l ie at t ended t he gr ammar school  oi  t ne "mur a" 

i r o Apr i l  1905,  t o Mar ch "1909 and cont i nued t o l i ve i n t he.  "aur a" 

unt i l  tri e deat h of  hi s mot her .  I n Apr i l  1912,  he mi gr at ed t o t ne 

uni t ed St at es and st ar t ec a pot at o and oni on f ar m near St ockt on.  

He naa 550 acr es ana usea a cr ew .of  sevent y t o ei ght y men.  I n J u-

I ;  l b l b,  he went back t o «J apan,  l eavi ng t he f ar i  i n hi s f at her ' s 

car e and r et ur ned i n uct ober 1921.  

Fol l owi ng hi s r et ur n t o t he uni t ed St at es,  ne st ar t ed a t r uck-

1 ar m i n Sacr ament o wher e he oper at ed 90 acr es wi t h t he assi st ance 

of  hi s f at her and f our or l i ve men.  I n May 1924,  he r et ur ned t o 

J apan t o cl ai m,  a br i de and r et ur ned wi - th her i n «J ul y.  The r emai n-

ed on t he f ar m i n Sacr ament o unt i l  t he t i me oi  t he evacuat i on.  

One year ago,  af t er t he bi r t h of  t hei r ni nt h chi l d,  Mr s .  Fukumot o 

di ed.  

Ki sni t ar o I s f i ve f eet t wo i nches t al l  and wei £ as one hundr ed 

and t hi r t y- f i ve pounds and has no physi cal  def ect s.  he can r ead,  

wr i t e,  and speak J apanese and nas a f ai r l y ¿ood Speaki ng knowl edge 

oi  Engl i sh.  hi s hobbi es ar e f i shi ng,  s i ngi ng,  and cooki ng,  ana he 

l .  UI -U-26.  
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i s a ski l l ed car pent er l or ne ser ved t nr ee year s as a car pent er ' s 
2 

a. pr ent i ce .  Hi s r e 1 i gi on i s Sudani st .  

5.  The Fukumot o Fami l y i n Tul e Lake 

Af t er t he deat h of  i -, rs.  Fukumot o,  t ne t hr ee men i n t he f ami -

l y cont i nued oper at i ng t he f ar m.  J ust Dei  or e evacuat i on,  t hey 

sol d ever yt hi ng except some i r r epl aceabl e f ar equi pment but spent 

pl ent y oi  t hei r money f or pr epar i ng l or cam.  l i f e.  On May i o,  

1942,  t ne f ami l y was evacuat ed t o t he Wal l er ga Assembl y Cent er ;  

and on «J une 22,  t he:  wer e sent t o t he Tul e hake Proj ect , .  

Soon al t er t hei r ar r i val  i n Tul e hake,  bot h Ri sni t ar o ana 

hi s i at aer went t o wor k i n t he mess hai l .  The el dest son al so 

wor ked t,  en i n t ne' mesF hal l  unt i l .  Sept ember when he had t o o 

t o school  because of  mor e st r i ngent WKA r egul at i ons.  Al t hough 

t hej  ai d begi n wor ki ng i n J une,  none oi  t ne t hr ee wer e pai d t hei r 

wages,  nor had t hey r ecei ved t hei r cl ot hi ng al l owance.  By Oct ober 

because ol  t he si ze of  t ne f ami l y,  t he I RI A owed t hem , l b2. 7o l or 

ci ot hi n,  al l owance and sal ar i es.  

Si nce he had a i ai \  e f ami l y,  i ncl udi ng sever al  smc ' l  chi l d-

r en who al ways want ed sof t dr i nks ana canal  s,  Mr .  Fukumot o had 

r ver y di l l i cul t  t i me wi t hout any f unds.  He compl ai ned on many 

occasi ons i  t  t he Fi scal  Di vi si on but was t ol d -  t hat t he money was 

f or t hcomi ng.  On sever al  occasi ons ne appl i ed l or r̂ ant s i t  t he 

Soci al  . J el l  ar e Depar t ent ,  but i nasmuch as he and hi s f at her was 

empl oyed,  t ne f ami l y was not el i gi bl e f or a.  :  r-  i t .  Fi nal l y,  on 

o.
 r è r r

_̂ - yef eef eep- 397- 194' - ? r , VK̂ - 2o.  
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Oct ober 29,  t h-  - l at ter was t s en t o Mr .  Sherr i "!
 w

no â  par ent '.y 

hac not re al i zed how much ef  ect t he aei a;  t n t he payment of  sa-

l ar i es haa u )0>-  t he l i ve-* of  l ar ge f ami l i es.  He i mmeo i - . tel y ca -

ea i n Mr .  Conner and Mr .  Fa ant and r e
x
 r i ma -  ed t he i  f or t he de-

l ay.  }' r.  Conner state«: ,  t hat he was r eaoy t o pay,  ano lvir.  Fa âr t 

ave sever al  excuses. ' '  Mr .  Sher r i l  t hen aut hor i zed t he Soci al  

We I f  ar -  Depar t ment t o , ; i ve t he Fukn i cto f ami l y a ¿r ant l er ,  e e-

nouj h t o meet tri e needs.  The I s l i l y was _. i ven a
 w

r ant oi '  �12. 50 

l or t he nont h of  Oct ober .  

On November t hi r d Mr .  Fukumot o went to t .e Soci al  V/ el rsre 

Depar t ment ana appl i ed f or a ; j rrnt
 r

yai n.  B;  t hi s t i me some ol  

t:  e sal ar i es haa been pai d,  but he cl ai med t hat he had t o 

bac" al l  t he r r l ends f r om whom he haa bor r owed t o bu;  shoes f or 

t he c . . l i aren.  He st at ed t hat once agai n he was dest i t ut e ana 

was j . i ven a ¿ r ant of  , 7. 50 f or l Movenber .  The sane ¿r ant was gi -

ven on December .  

Duri ng t he mont h ol  Febr uar y,  al l  of  t he i nai vi dual s who 

haa a.  l i ed l or publ i c assi st ance r ant ano who haa l i ea i n t he 

a
i
j

i
 Li cat i on had a di f f i cul t  t i me,  because when t he cl ot hi ng unj  t  

went t o wor k,  t hey r ecei ved t he l i st el i gi bl e,  i or c l ot ni n
0
,  bot h 

f r om t he Soci al  Wel f ar e depar t ment ana i r om t he r i mekee,  i n Sec-

t i on.  Those who wer e r ecei vi ng money f r om,  bot h sect i ons wer e 

embar r assed,  because t he cl ot - i i n uni t hac t wo car as i or t he same 

PI RRon.  I t.  WIE di scover ed -r � n
0
 th-  -  ohec' --  t hat f our member s 

oi  t he Fukumot o f ami l y haa been wor ki r
0
 si nce uct ober ,  ana t hat 

uecause ol  t hei r neea i or money,  Mr .  Fukumot o haa swor n t hat no 

3.  r l el Q Not es,  uct ober 29,  19*2.  
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one but he ana hi s f at her wer e wor ki ng.  On mar ch 12,  tor.  Ful r-i  o-

t o was cal l ea t o t he Soci al  Wel f ar e Depar t ment ,  he expl ai ned t hat 

he woul d have mor t r oubl e f i nanci al l y because Ter ue was t er mi nat -

ed on Febr uar y 22,  because sne was t oo youn end bei on;  ea i n school ,  

ne agr eed t hat war ;  wi . o was al so i  i steci  as a wor ker coul d not pos-

si bi :  be wor ki ng because she w- s onl y t hi r t een year s ol a.  ,e 

st at ea f ur t her mor e t nat ni s i  t her w °  wor ki ng but ai a not cont r i -

but e t o t he expenses oi  t he f emi l y because ne neeaea t r e noney 

hi  - sel l .  Because oi  t ue si ze or t ne i  ami t y,  i t  was aeci aed t nat 

t i e payment s ol  t he gr ant s shoul d cont i nue.  The f ami l y was .  i ven 

a r ant of
 v

b.  7 5 f or mar ch.  I t  was di scl osed t , et a di st ant r el a-

t i ve,  Hose Kuwahat a was l i vi n
; :
 v/ i tn t he f ami l y ana was wor ki ng as 

4 
a di et i ci an but di d not cont r i but e t o t ne i ami i y pool .  

4.  Case r ecor d,  Soci al  Wei i ar e Depar t aent ,  karci i  1,  1945.  
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Scheoui e 01 t he Ti mekeeper ' s Sect i on 

Oct hov.  Dec J an 
Fukumot o i ' . ax _ _ D. W.  ir ay D.  / .  P ay D. W.  Pay Fukumot o i ' . ax _ _ 

Ki shi t ar o 30 I  ,,  .  J  J  20 12. 67 30 16.  J J  .3 12. 25 

Ta ca. j  i r o 30 19.  J  J  3J  16. 00 30 16. 00,  30 16.  J U 

.  . wary 6- 6 3.  )7 l o 11.  20 20 14. 0 J  30 l o.  J J  

Te r ue 9- 4 6.  bo 30 16. 00 3J  l o. 00 3 J  16. 00 

Tot al  47. 72 bo.  ¿7 62.  0 J  bO.  25 

-«-D.vif.  -  Days Wor ked 



APi rKbi Dl X i l l  

A e Cl ot :  i n .  al l owance Sal ar y 
J ul y Aug.  Se i t.  Oct .  J ul y Au

:
 .  ¿e t̂ .  uct .  

Ki shi t pr o 47 3. 76 3. 75 3. 75 3. 75 l o.  J J  l b. 00 l b. 00 l y. OJ  

Takaj i r o 74 II  II  II  II  l b.  00 l b.  )0 l b.  J O 19. 00 

Ben 17 IT II  l b. OJ  l b.  J O 

T' erue l b 3.  2B 3.  20 3.  2o 3.  2o b.  b5 

Kazuye II  II  II  II  

Mar y 13 M II  it  II  3. 07 

kasasu 11 IT II  II  II  

�Ivi i yoko 8 2. 50 2 . 60 2, 50 2. 50 

Ai ko 7 if  II  II  II  

To si  i ko 4 II  U ii  M 

j i t suko 2 ¡I  

Tot a 

it  A W 

13V. 00 l ot ai  175. 72 

Gr and Tot al  7-12. 12 

amount
 1

 vhA owea f ami l y i n Oct ober ,  1942.  
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Evacuat i on and Reset t l ement St udy 
The Evacuee Fami l y i n Tul e Lake 
Chi cago,  I l l i noi s 
Shi but ani ,  7/ 16/ 43 
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THB HASHI MOTO FAMI LY 

1,  I nt r oduct i on 

The Hashi mot o f ami l y consi st s of  Mr .  Choki chi  Hashi mot o ( 57) ,  

hi s wi f e Sueno ( 45) ,  and t hei r ei ght chi l dr en�Nagat oshi  ( 17) ,  

Chi eko ( 16) ,  Nobuko ( 14) ,  Ei ko ( 12) ,  Takeo ( 10) ,
 K

uni o ( 8) ,  Masao 

( 5) ,  and Ter uo ( 3) .  

The f ami l y i s f r om t he Newcast l e ar ea wher e Mr .  Hashi mot o 

wor ked as f or eman on a f ar m.  The chi l dr en and Mr s .  Hashi mot o hel ped 

i n t he f i el ds whenever t hey coul d.  None i n t he f ami l y ar e i n par -

t i cul ar l y bad heal t h,  al t hough Mr .  Hashi mot o seems t o showi ng t he 

si gns of  age.  

B ot h Mr .  and Mr s .  Hashi mot o wer e bor n and educat ed i n J apan;  

consequent l y t hey have l i t t l e under st andi ng of  Engl i sh.  Thei r chi l -

dr en,  however ,  wer e al l  bor n I n t he Uni t ed St at es and except f or 

t hei r conver sat i ons wi t h t hei r par ent s,  use Engl i sh al most excl u-

si vel y.  The f ami l y i s Buddhi st .  

Hashi mot o was one of  t he many I ssei  f ar mer s i n cent r al  Cal i -

f or ni a who del uded t hemsel ves i nt o t hi nki ng t hat t hey wer e success-

f ul  ent er pr i ser s,  wher e t hey i n r eal i t y wer e oper at i ng a f ar m f or 

someone el se at al most unbel i evabl y l ow wages.  By usi ng member s 

of  hi s own f ami l y f or l abor and by wor ki ng hi msel f  f r om mor ni ng t o 

ni ght ,  he managed t o eke out an exi st ence.  As a f or eman,  he commanded 

some def er ence f r om ot her member s of  t he J apanese communi t y,  al t hough 

nat ur al l y he di d not have t he st at us of  t he i ndependent oper at or .  
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2« The I ndi vi dual s i n t he Fami l y 

Choki chi  Hashi mot o 

Ghoki chi  Hashi mot o was bor n on December 10,  1885,  i n Mi yaj i  

mur a,  Kumamot o ken,  J apan,  wher e hi s f at her ,  a yoshi
1

,  oper at ed a 

f ar m.  He at t ended t he Mi yaj i  gr ammar school  f r om Apr i l ,  1892 t o 

Mar ch,  1900,  and t hen hel ped hi s f at her on t he f ar m unt i l  he was 21.  

At t hat t i me,  he deci ded t o mi gr at e t o Amer i ca.  He came t o Cal i -

f or ni a i n August ,  1906.  

Dur i ng hi s f i r st f ew year s he wander ed al l  over t he st at e as 

a mi gr at or y wor ker ear ni ng what he coul d.  Fi nal l y,  i n Mar ch,  1910,  

he set t l ed down at t he Sher i dan Ranch i n Sl ough House,  Cal i f or ni a,  

wher e he wor ked wi t h hops .  H
e
 f i nal l y advanced t o t he posi t i on of  

f or eman of  a pl ot of  120 acr es wher e he wor ked wi t h 30 empl oyees.  

At t hi s t i me he ear ned #100 a mont h.  He vi si t ed J apan i n J anuar y,  

1923,  and i n J ul y of  t he same year r et ur ned wi t h hi s wi f e.
 H

e 

cont i nued t o wor k at Sher i dan Ranch unt i l  Oct ober ,  1932,  and r ear ed 

hi s f ami l y t her e.  

I n Oct ober ,  1932,  Hashi mot o went t o wor k f or Mr .  Sal at ana,  

a f r ui t  r ancher i n Newcast l e.  Her e agai n he wor ked hi msel f  up t o 

t he posi t i on of  f or eman.  H
e
 oper at ed 70 acr es wi t h 15 empl oyees 

f or a sal ar y of  $80 a mont h.  Thi s was wher e he r emai ned unt i l  t he 

evacuat i on i n 1942.  

Mr ,  Hashi mot o i s 5 f eet 2 i nches t al l  and wei ghs 140 pounds.  

He has no ser i ous physi cal  def ect s,  al t hough he i s get t i ng ol d.  

1.  Peopl e ar e qui t e sensi t i ve about t hi s mat t er .  A yoshi  i s 
a son ( ot her t han f i r st son) who mar r i es i nt o a f ami l y of  hi gher 
st at us and accept s t he name and r esponsi bi l i t y of  t he wi f e' s f ami l y.  
A yoshi  does not have much st at us i n a communi t y.  



He can r ead,  wr i t e,  and speak,  J apanese,  but he has ver y l i t t l e 

under st andi ng of  t he Engl i sh l anguage.  Hi s r el i gi on i s Buddhi st .  

Hi s hobby i s pl ayi ng pool .
2 

Sueno Hashi mot o 

Sueno Fuj i saki  was bor n on Oct ober 27,  1899,  i n Kai t o mur a,  

Kumamot o ken,  J apan,  wher e her f at her was a car pent er .  She at t ended 

t he Kai t o gr ammar school  f r om Apr i l ,  19u7 t o Mar ch,  1916.  Fol l owi ng 

gr aduat i on she hel ped i n her home and pr epar ed f or mar r i age and at 

t he age of  24,  she mar r i ed Hashi mot o who had r et ur ned t o J apan i n 

sear ch f or a br i de.  She mi gr at ed t o Amer i ca wi t h her husband i n 

J ul y,  1925.  

They set t l ed i n Sl ough House,  Cal i f or ni a wher e she bor e sever al  

chi l dr en and t hen moved t o Newcast l e wher e she had mor e chi l dr en.  

She spent much of  her t i me at home t aki ng car e of  t he chi l dr en,  but 

whenever she had t i me she went out I n t he f i el ds and pi cked f r ui t s .  

Mr s .  Hashi mot o i s 4 f eet 8 i nches t al l  and wei ghs 90 pounds.  

She i s f ai r l y heal t hy and has no ser i ous physi cal  def ect s.  She 

can r ead,  wr i t e,  and speak J apanese but has no under st andi ng of  

t he Engl i sh l anguage.  Her hobbi es ar e r eadi ng J apanese magazi nes 

and sewi ng.  Her r el i gi ous pr ef er ence i s Buddhi st . -

2.  I nf or mat i on t aken f r om WRA- 26 f or Mr .  Hashi mot o and f r om 
dat a col l ect ed dur i ng an i nt er vi ew wi t h hi m on Oct ooer 2b,  194*! .  

5.  Dat a f r om WRA- 26 f or Mr s .  Hashi mot o.  
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5« The Hi st or y of  t he Fami l y 

The Hashi mot os al ways di d have some f i nanci al  di f f i cul t i es.  

For one t hi ng,  al t hough Mr .  Hashi mot o was a f or eman,  he had con-

si der abl e di f f i cul t y i n suppor t i ng such a l ar ge f ami l y on an i ncome 

of  $80 a mont h.  One year ,  he had t o go t o Penr yn dur i ng f r ui t  sea-

son t o pi ck f r ui t s i n or der t o make ends meet .  He was never abl e 

t o acqui r e pr oper t y of  any ki nd�par t l y because of  l ack of  money 

and par t l y because he never needed any whi l e he was empl oyed by 

someone el se.  

On May 15,  1942,  t he f ami l y was evacuat ed t o t he Ar boga Assembl y 

Cent er .  He di d not wor k i n Ar boga because of  a physi cal  ai l ment 

whi ch he cl ai med t o be hay f ever . 4 Wi t h so many chi l dr en,  much 

of  what l i t t l e savi ngs he had was soon spent .  The f ami l y was 

r el ocat ed t o t he Tul e Lake Pr oj ect on J une 28.  

I n Tul e Lake,  Mr .  Hashi mot o got a j ob wor ki ng i n a mess hal l  

but af t er t en days,  he got a new j ob i n t he f ar m.  Ther e he wor ked 

unt i l  Sept ember 26,  when he qui t t o wor k i n hi s mess hal l  agai n be-

cause of  a shor t age of  wor ker s .
6

 The el dest son,  Nagat oshi ,  al so 

went t o wor k on t he f ar m,  but he had t o qui t on Sept ember 17,  when 

school  began.  

I t  was on J ul y 27,  t hat Mr .  Hashi mot o f i r st appl i ed f or r el i ef  

at t he Soci al  Wel f ar e Depar t ment .  At t hat t i me he r equest cl ot hi ng 

and shoes f or hi s chi l dr en.  He st at ed t hat he had not appl i ed f or 

r el i ef  of  any ki nd bef or e and t hat he wi shed t o post pone gover nment 

4.  Doct or s f ound not hi ng wr ong wi t h hi m i n Tul e Lake.  
5.  For mor e det ai l s of  t he st r uggl e t hat went on i n Mess 45,  

see Document TL- 11.  
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ai d as l ong as poss i bl e.  However ,  he di d not wi sh t o see hi s chi l -

dr en go wi t hout adequat e c l o t h i n g ,
6 

Af t er hi s son went t o school ,  Mr .  Hashi mot o became desper at e.  

Al l  of  hi s savi ngs wer e now gone and.  he was pr omi sed $16 a mont h 

f or hi s new j ob.  He had not yet been pai d f or t he wor k t hat he 

had done i n J ul y,  August ,  and Sept ember ,  nor had hi s son been pai d.  

Fur t her mor e,  he had not r ecei ved hi s cl ot hi ng al l owances ei t her - -

nor had anyone el se i n t he communi t y been pai d.  On Oct ober 1,  he 

appeal ed f or ai d at t he Soci al  Wel f ar e Depar t ment ,  but t he of f i ce 

was i n t he mi dst of  i nt er nal  conf l i ct and not hi ng was done about hi s 

appl i cat i on.  Fi nal l y,  on Oct ober 26,  hi s bl ock manager became ver y 

i r r i t at ed and t hr eat ened t o compl ai n t o t he admi ni st r at i on unl ess 

somet hi ng was done about t hi s now dest i t ut e f ami l y.  

The bl ock manager and a soci al  wor ker sat down t o f i gur e up t he 

amount of  money t hat Mr .  Hashi mot o was ent i t l ed t o i n a publ i c assi s-

t ance gr ant and di scover ed t o t hei r amazement t hat he was not el i gi bl e 

t o any because he pr esumabl y had an " i ncome" �t he sal ar y f r om t he wor k 

he and hi s son had done whi ch had not yet been pai d.  The W. R. A.  owed 

t he Hashi mot o f ami l y:  

1.  For cl ot hi ng al l owances:  
J ul y August Sept .  

Mr .  H and Mr s .  H ( adul t s) s?4775 U4. 75 i *4. 75 
4. 75 4. 75 4. 75 

5 chi l dr en ( 13- 17) 2. 50 2. 50 2. 50 
2. 50 2. 50 2. 50 
2. 50 2. 50 2. 50 

5 chi l dr en ( under 13) 1. 50 1. 50 1. 50 
1. 50 1. 50 1. 50 
1. 50 1. 50 1. 50 
1. 50 1. 50 1. 50 
1. 50 1. 50 1. 50 

$24. 00 $24 . 00 $24. 00 

Tot al  cl ot hi ng al l owance f or t he t hr ee mont hs:  $72. 00 
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2.  For sal ar i es:  

Mr* H' s sal ar y f or J ul y,  August ,  and 
Sept ember at $16. 00 a mont h .  .  .  .  .  $48. 00 

Nagat oshi
!

s sal ar y f or t he same mont hs 
at $16. 00 a mont h $48. 00 

Tot al  amï bunt owed f or sal ar i es $96. 00 

The t ot al  amount t hat t he W. R. A.  owed t he Hashi mot o f ami l y was t her e-

f or e $168. 00 ( $72 pl us $96) ,  whi ch mi ght have been suf f i ci ent t o 

meet some of  t he f ami l y needs.  

On November 3,  t he mat t er was cal l ed t o t he at t ent i on of  Mr .  

Shi r r el l  who was appal l ed.  He cal l ed i n Mr .  Conner and demanded 

t hat some adj ust ment be made at once.  He f ur t her mor e st at ed t hat 

$168 was not enough f or a man wi t h so many chi l dr en and aut hor i zed 

t he Soci al  Wel f ar e Depar t ment t o gi ve t he Hashi mot os addi t i onal  

gr ant s unt i l  such t i me t hat t hey had adj ust ed t hemsel ves.  I t  was 

wi t h Mr .  Shi r r el l
T

s di r ect aut hor i zat i on,  t her ef or e,  t hat f or t he 

f i r st t i me,  t he Soci al  Wel f ar e Depar t ment was abl e to cut "r ed t ape" 

and gave a gr ant t o a man who obvi ousl y needed i t  but to whom the 

r egul at i ons deni ed t he money.  The Hashi mot os wer e gi ven $30 f or 

t he mont hs of  Oct ober and November .  ̂

Fi nal l y,  when t he sal ar i es and cl ot hi ng al l owances and t he 

publ i c assi st ance gr ant s wer e f i nal l y pai d,  t he Hashi mot os managed 

t o pur chase some of  t he t hi ngs t hey want ed.  At about t hi s t i me,  

however ,  i t  was di scover ed t hat Mr s.  Hashi mot o was agai n pr egnant .  

6.  At t hi s t i me,  t he col oni st s st i l l  f el t  i l l  at ease when aski ng 
f or r el i ef .  Lat er i n t he year when t he phi l osophy of  "soaki ng t he 
ket o f or anyt hi ng you can get " became pr eval ent ,  many I ssei ,  i ncl udi ng 
Mr .  Hashi mot o to some ext ent ,  began to demand money.  

7.  Case r ecor d at Soci al  Wel f ar e,  November 3,  1942;  see al so 
f i el d not es of  t hi s t i me f or i nt er vi ew wi t h Mi r.  Shi r r el l .  
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The chi l d was bor n i n J une,  1945.
8 

4.  Comment s 

Thi s f ami l y i s i nt er est i ng not so much because i t  t ur ned out t o 

be t he cr uci al  t est case f ami l y t hat paved t he way f or a mor e r ea-

sonabl e publ i c assi st ance gr ant pol i cy i n Tul e Lake Pr oj ect ,  but 

mor e because i t  i s a st or y of  an I ssei  adj ust i ng t o unexpect ed si -

t uat i ons.  Hashi mot o had never been weal t hy,  but i n some f ashi on or 

anot her he had been abl e t o car e f or hi s f ami l y�even i f  he had t o 

go bel ow hi s di gni t y as a f or eman and pi ck f r ui t s .  However ,  i n t he 

cent er ,  f or ces beyond hi s cont r ol  made i t  i mpossi bl e f or hi m t o l i v* 

up t o t he r esponsi bi l i t y whi ch he hi msel f  f el t  ver y st r ongl y.  H
e 

had wor ked har d,  but he had not been pai d.  

He was ver y hesi t ant about aski ng f or r el i ef  because of  t he 

f ear of  t he st i gma t hat was at t ached t o i t .  He f ear ed f or t he r e-

put at i on t hat hi s chi l dr en mi ght get .  As t i me went on,  however ,  and 

hi s money cont i nued t o r un out ,  he became desper at e.  For t unat el y 

f or hi m,  t he t i de of  sent i ment i n t he communi t y was al so changi ng- -

t he peopl e began t o f eel  t hat t he evacuees ought t o t r y t o get every-

t hi ng possi bl e f r om t he gover nment si nce t hey had not come t o t he 

cent er vol unt ar i l y.  Wi t h t hi s r ei nf or cement and wi t h t he i ndi gnance 

of  hi s bl ock manager behi nd hi m,  Hashi mot o became mor e and mor e 

voci f er ous i n hi s demands,  al t hough hi s demands never appr oached 

8.  I nf or mat i on f r om l et t er f r om Tul e Lake by Gr ace Hashi guchi ,  
Soci al  Wor ker ,  who t ook char ge of  t he case af t er t he f i r st wor ker 
l ef t t he cent er .  Accor di ng t o Mr s .  Hashi guchi ,  t he whol e Soci al  
Wel f ar e Depar t ment was ut t er l y di sgust ed.  J ul y 6,  1945.  
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t hose of  some men who wer e obvi ousl y i nel i gi bl e.  

Al ong wi t h ot her men i n t he communi t y who wer e agi t at i ng,  

Hashi mot o gai ned st at us i n t he communi t y by aski ng f or what was 

r i ght f ul l y hi s .  St at us i n t he communi t y was somet hi ng t hat he had 

never had.  

The bi r t h of  anot her chi l d i s ver y di f f i cul t  t o expl ai n,  

but an i nt er est i ng f i nal e.  I t  woul d seem t hat Hashi mot o ei t her 

had no concept i on of  bi r t h cont r ol  or el se was concer ned onl y wi t h 

t he i mmedi at e needs of  hi s f ami l y.  He appar ent l y di d not t hi nk 

i n t er ms of  t he di f f i cul t i es i n t he f ut ur e or el se f el t  t hat chi l -

dr en wer e an asset r egar dl ess of  ci r cumst ances and expect ed t hem t o 

car e f or hi m i n hi s age.  



'vm TL- U9 Appendi x I :  Recor d Face Sheet Sb 

Surname 

HA SHI MOTO 

�¿an '  G name Cross ref erence 

Woman
1

 s name j  Ot her names used 
Choki chl .  r

oman '  s 
Sueno ! 

4517- A,  Tui e LakeJ Pr o êct 

Fi l e 
CWD 

Case i r 
62 

' ami  1 y T 
2 5 3 6 7 

Cl assi f i cat i on 
P.  A. . G- .  

Ref er red by 
Bl ock.  Manager 

Date 
J ul y 27,  1942 

Present 
address 

Newel l , .  ...Gal  i f or ni a 
Previ ous addresses 

Ht . l j . _Bqx .70.i_.  Newcast l e. » £ 
1.  Eva cuat ed f  r om 

Newcas t M,  Cal i f or ni a,  on ..May...  13, .  19. 42.  
2.  Rel ocat ed f rom 

Ar b oga - XM2.  

� ;  Ci t i zenshi p 
-
Oc curat i on 

Name Bi r t hdat e Bi r t hpl ace 1 st atus Past .  hi .  proj ect Regi st ered 

12/ 10/ 85 J apan ! A l i en f armer Mess Yes 

Sueno 10/ 27/ 99 J apan � Al i en 
House-

M  

Nagat oshi  17 U. S.  I  Ci t i gen School  School  Yes 

Chi eko 16 U. S.  ;  Ci t i zen School  ,  School  No 

Nobuko 14 U. S.  
1

 Ci t i zen School  School  No 

Ei ko 12. U. S.  
I  
j  Ci t i zen 

! 
School ;  School  No 

Takeo 
Kuri l  o 

10 
.8 

U. S.  
u,.s.. 

i  Ci t i zen 
. / �Ci t i zen 

School  School  
i . .School  . . School  

No 
No.  

Masao 
T. eruo 

5 
3 

U. S.  
U. . S.  

1 Ci t i zen 
J . . . .Ci ti zen 

School  School  
None None 

No 
-No 

Legal l y responsi bl e and 1 
other rel at i ves |  Rel at i onshi p Address Num. ber dependent s 

t  

Others i n housohol d Rel at i onshi p Address 

-  � 1 
! 

Vi si t ed J apan 
Yes 

Who j  
Mr .  Hashi mot o 1 

Whon 
1/ 23 -  7/ 23 

Per i od 
si x mont hs 

Rel i gi on 

-  --u-Buddi i i st 


