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GENERAL QUESTIONS: TOPAZ INTERVIEWS

Background * a '

l i l T e V o c À T o l  o V r ^ t i À - t l l T c t  dT ndS fr°" S0“e circx.i for 
T o ll  ^ i î “ ? J M U a r y  ° f  M 2 ?  Where —  you X i v i n g ? SO c c u p a t i o n f e r e

beiween 
Ph^ut-

w  * r ’ ' ■ ..........

¿ U * * *
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Relocation

the intention to relocate all j h the formal notice came of Coast? TUm  i  i JaPa?eae-Ai«ericans from the West
. 1 . 1  A * ^  u;# / i

- w e r e  a " r e m o v e ?

^How were yon treat'ed by the pe'ople h a ^ l S ;  thf reloca^ion^

r e l o c a t i o n ^ r d e r ? ? .  w hich  s t a n ^  T  , U t t l e  —  t  p o t e s t  to  t h e  
When any i n f r i n g e m e n t  on c i v i l ' T i b e r t ?  compared * °  r e c e n t  t im e s  
p o i n t e d  p r o t e s t .  Why was t h e  o r d e r  so  q u î e t ^ a c c e Î t e d ? ^ / v p  J ï t ë

assembled a n d ^ e l ^ a t ^ e ^ a n f o  reiocated to Topaz were first
r ^ M :  e
^  Tastin^images'^ofSarrival, ̂ assignment^f Quarter! ̂ V lgrounds or conditions were like?5 * * qu3lters> what the

-Did you ever have anv visito^ev w*.« *

t o  T a " " o r a n  * ° ° * i s ^ b a < $-Was it a prison environment?
r.::;.:. ty+Jb fiHtàiJ ï) ■$'* I ' V', ¡n hfr r 1 I

«.*? “H°w did you fill your days'7 ^  <* v/
tUAtvf̂  /dgj& i ÙÂA*4 ¿4JU. ' ■■ / v J J ,

rumors are sure^to^start^Was"1 th° 3rea *2 large numbers, 
Tanforan? Do you recall ¿h!? therS * rumor mil1" a* might have been? ,0 '^j some of the wildest rumors

The relocation obviouslv hnH 0_ •
and women, old and young...Who was ¿ î f ê c î e d ^ h e ' I o J i « ^ ^ *
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Move to Utah

When notice came that you were i , ,
reaction”tl r ° Cati0n:’-i,a"ely: Utah*--"^t „as'your -3
announcement further^bad neis^^ince b<i m°Ved? 0r was the; 
even farther from your home? ^  Were..to be “oved(

t r a m  r i d e s  f ro m T a n f o r a n  t n  r i f t . ,i n  v e r y  s t a r k  t e r m s  whe t  Ho , t a h  h a v e  b e e n  d e s c r i b e d  car<5 + terms. What do you r e c a l l  o f  t h a t  t r i p ' ?  The
¿ S & i i S  w e r e ^ S i r e X ^  U  take? What did ^ u  
transportation of the J p a n e s ^ L e r i L n ^ f  |  haD<Uin* g g
When you finally ■'arrived in Tie 1 * *» tt+- u  .
greeted? What was the scene like Ut h‘*‘ Were you
others stepped off the train? ° you and hundreds of

'.JU

TOPAZ

• When you rolled into Topaz for the first u *. j ? ,find? e Tlrst time, what did you

~Cari. yOU recaH  bê  ^ o cessed”,'at the camp? . yuO

; t ^™a * ^ nŴ ® t  ^ r a t h e r Sb l e a k  “ l o c a t i o n  ” ^how d i f y o f r L p ^ d f ,

i n ° t h e ^ © c l i m a t e .  What are you memories of the winters
# S  in the f a U Cof ? h e ^ 4 2 ?) ̂ hatPr°bab^  arrive S“ e ^ t l*0 1 rne iy4^-) What were the summers like?

¡eopie“b4an to“arrfve^w/jnished rhen the first relocated like? Housing? Food“ Wnat were the conditions«

¡1 r e l o c a U o n r e p r o i r a m b y  <, " l t h  ” °  " w i t h '  t h e  |
- Topaz?".. .how^ould'you respond? ^  remeB,ber "°St about ̂  

from when “you ^he^Imp) j |  -?“ P (a8id*v'
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Û I I iff. * M Mr, 1/̂

™ IS■tfT
IJJi3<p3 JS «

»£" !1 1jgf ».K;. g-
■ Wt:f
A 1 Ip “jaSK

,f_-, - fc-r. 
jÇIA*. ■ iii'iS.'■ ■ . -1 Jl- ' J*li: v i

i ® 1 1 '■• ’ %r',



Page Three

-Did you ever ask...why am I here?1 Did you ever getresponse from administrators or relocation officials?
“U f  you were in schipol Topaz)...Was the educationprovided at Topaz adequate for your n^ads? education

antdrf^L^le^ e of .AllegiancaAor the National Anthem take on y different meaning when youvwere in Topaz?

¡f°194^rM ember sh?otin* of the Topaz resident in April,v * (James Wakasa) What explanation was offered to the other residents of the enmn? + v tnereaction f r n m  6 ?a p* Dld the shooting prompt a A.reaction from the camp residents? How did you react?
-Hovr: did the military guards at Topaz treat the camn
firedeDat; L .  'r indicating that shots werewarnings Wa<? esidents in almost a dozen instances. ..asn mgs• ^as it an intimidating situation?

ande"in0ini»y^qUeStiOnS” P,rolnPted a great deal of discussion n d , m  some cases, consternation in the relocation
28”?SHow°d * h°U reca11 the reaction to ’’Questions 27 and

caiied int°
Did you see people’s attitudes change? For 
refusing to proclaim loyalty after the U.S. 
stripped the Japanese-Americans of their ever * * 7

example, people 
Government had

ourd • WOndef abOUt your^ own loyalty after t ^ f e v ^ s ^ u r -  oundmg relocation had taken place?

tW° d°Zen Topaz residents were transfered to a 
id fn t T - F - S ^C U r i «?  camp elsewhere in Utah when they were
in  T o p i s ’  Whit d i d Ut i e” ad e r f "  D°  y ° "  r e c a U  " t r o u b l e m a k e r s ” OP8 2 - What d i d  t h e y  do to  c a u s e  t r o u b l e ?

l i r b r i i i l f 31 - CaSeS Were brOUght d u r i n « t h e  w ar .  i n c l u d i n g
hlldintf ill I*4““0 laJ°Paz> challenging the legality of lamg the Japanese-Americans. Any recollprHnne a-p « reactions to such legal efforts?- recollections of camp

the“° M t 4 d 00.jfrZ re' K dents . ultimately decided to leave
transflild to ilil r an<̂ etur”; to- Japan. They were first fb» „ f 4 T 1 Lake> th^n shipped to Japan...some durini
ielaU thl°rfir U reSa U  aDYba<* ”aki»g that decision? Vo yon Could Coin reaaons for their leaving the United States?Could (can you) understand their decision to leave?
-Many young men at Topaz entered the military service during 
the war.- Some^have said that such service was comlllle plllf 
or their loyalty to the United States. ( I f  you ylulsllf S?d 
not serve) Did you have friends or relai i o n i s e ™ ™



Page Four
-Given the

Was there a great deal/of irony in Nisei soldiers coming 
to Topaz to visit their parents behind the fences? *
-Its been said that even in the worst of situations, we have
rpmpn!!SUatk ability to find a pleasant moment that we will remember through the darkness. Is there a bright moment for 
you that shines through your memories of Topaz?

Leaving Topaz

vou^n c^ c^mst&nc^s allowed you to leave Topaz? Where did you go, what opportunities were provided?

-More than, one person who was relocated has told us that 
leaving, the camp was not easy, simply because of fh! 
uncertainty that existed beyond the camo ^«te h .?5 th 
approach your release? Any misgivings? P; * * , y°U
-Many oft the relocated individuals never returned to their pre-war homes. Did you? Why or why not? returDea to their^

-Did you, your family,, or friends suffer additional losses 
exampleS6SwereS uri“g the Period of yodr relocation? For 
property lo^t? possessio"S lost °r destroyed? Was

-Were you ever compensated for additional losses?
M n n i0nSly’ thousands of lives were changed by the'reloca-S 
£ &  an : impact o ^ r ?i  o w w xxCI C cloals or outlook? vdJU-^* <r^riX G

'tP h i ^  *■ ^
inoli., ;Finally, Q;

-Were Japanese-Americans the victims of war time h v s  t e r  ill9*  or, as years pass,- do you find it easiet" t ^ . —  !
government’s reasoning for the relocation? accept the

4?wre 18 8 single, most important lesson to be learned 
wotTd4«  ^ erieDCe °f relOCation ' life in1 Topaz?TTwhat



PUBLIC TELEVISION

101 Gardner Hall

University of Utah
Salt Lake City, Utah 84112-1107
(801) 581-7777

November 19, 1986

Dear Mrs. Uchida:
KUED-TV, the Public Broadcasting affiliate in Salt Lake 

City, is undertaking an ambitious broadcast project which could 
greatly benefit from your participation. Our goal is to produce 
an hour-long documentary tracing the existence of the Central 
Utah War Relocation Center, better known as Topaz.

Having completed four months of preliminary research on our 
project, including acquisition of hundreds of archival photo­
graphs and thousands of feet of film, we are now in the process 
of contacting dozens of people who were a part of Topaz during 
World War II. Relocated internees, camp workers, and government 
officials throughout the nation are being contacted for possible 
interviews as part of this project.

Such a process necessitates that we cover the parameters of 
the project in this form letter.

Those of you receiving this letter have been recommended by 
various sources. The second sheet of this communication will 
detail our specific reasons for contacting each individual, and 
hopefully will clarify the very important contribution you could 
make to our efforts.

The documentary will be in production from December, 1986 
through February, 1987. Our tentative air date is for March of 
1987, timed to coincide with the 45th anniversary of the 
commencement of the relocation process during World War II.

We are aware that some of you receiving this letter may be 
wary of participating in an interview that could touch on 
extremely sensitive, painful moments from many years ago. If that 
should preclude your involvement, we, of course, will understand. 
If, on the other hand, you can see the merit in making a contri­
bution to a project that seeks to provide a durable record of the 
Topaz experience, we look forward to meeting you.

With best regards,With

Ken Verdoia 
Senior Producer



Dear Mrs. Uchida:
Your moving book, Desert Exile, was a critical factor in 

my decision to undertake this project to document the Topaz 
relocation center. You write with an eloquence and sense of 
humanity that is truly remarkable. I would greatly prize an 
opportunity to speak with you about your recollections and 
observations of the relocation process, and life in the Topaz 
camp.

I might add that one of your greatest admirers, Dr. Edna 
Mitchell of the Mills College Dept, of Education, is an acquain­
tance from my time working with Congressman Tom Lantos in 
Washington. She has recently completed Desert Exile. and was as 
moved as I was with the work.

I hope you can spare a few hours for myself and a camera 
crew when we work in the Bay Area in January. In addition to the 
interview, perhaps we might record you reading a few selected 
passages (of your choice) from Desert Exile. Naturally, our 
scheduling will be based on convenience to you.

My associate, Colleen Casto, will contact you in the next 
few days to discuss our request. Thank you for your consider­
ation.



KUED
PUBLIC TELEVISION 

101 Gardner Hall 
University of Utah 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84112-1107 
(801) 581-7777

December 29, 1986

Ms. Yoshiko Uchida 
1685 Solano Ave. #102 
Berkeley, California 94707

Dear Ms. Uchida:
Thank you so much for your willingness to participate in our 

project on Topaz. My associate, Colleen Casto, has discussed with 
me your very reasonable requests for additional information. I 
hope this letter and the enclosed material will help clarify our 
interest in speaking with you.

First, let me emphasize the importance of your health to 
those of us at KUED. Rest assured that we are most interested in 
meeting with you at a time and place that will be of greatest 
convenience and comfort to you. Don’t hesitate to let us know if 
we are requesting too much time, or are being too taxing.

Second, I am enclosing a list of the general questions we 
are posing to each of the former Topaz residents we are inter­
viewing. As you will note, some questions may not be particularly 
relevent to your experiences, while other questions only touch 
the surface of your involvement. Each interview will be tailored 
to the individual.

In addition to those questions listed, we would like to 
discuss with you your involvement in educating and caring for the 
children in Tanforan and Topaz. The relocation process must have 
been somewhat convulsive for young minds, and your recollections 
will add greatly to the character of our program. Also, I am 
excited about discussing the observations contained in Desert 
Exile.

Colleen Casto will contact you once again as we near the 
time for our trip to California. In the interim, if you have any 
further questions that I can answer, please do not hesitate to 
contact me.

With best regards

Senior Producer
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January 27, 1987

Mr. Kan Vardoia 
KÜEO
101 Gardner Hall
University of Utah
Salt Lake City, Utah 84112-1107
□ear Ken:
It was a pleasure meeting and working with you 
and I appreciated your thoughtful understandin 
energy problems.

and your crow, 
of my low

It occurred to me 
the University of 
DESERT EXILE, but 
necessary as long 
will do.

afterwards that we might need permission From 
Washington Press to use the excerpts from 
they have informed ma that no permission is 
as you creeiôjfc the book, which I trust you

I also ramambsoed a former Topaz staff person who taught 
teacher training classes, and thought you might want to inter­
view her, if you haven*t already discovered her. She is 
Wanda Robertson, and lives right in SLC at 4115 Diana Way. 
(277-32S5). She was a warm, friendly person from whom I learned 
a great deal. In fact, I visited her briefly whan I was in 5CC 
4 years ago, so she probably remembers me. I don’t know why 
I didn’t think of her when you were herel
I hope ail is going well with the documentary and 
subsequent interviews were successful. Greetings 
and tha others.
|
Ail the best,

that your 
to Colleen



‘Topaz’ Available on Video
SANTA FE, N.M. — “Topaz,” a 
documentary about the U.S. intern­
ment camp which held Japanese 
Americans and legal resident aliens 
during WW2, is now available for 
preview, rental or purchase on vid­
eotape. The video, running 58 mi­
nutes, comes in both 3/4” tape and 
VHS formats.Utilizing carefully chosen histori­
cal photographs and film footage, in­
cluding clandestine footage shot by 
a prisoner, the documentary fea­
tures contemporary interviews with

former prisoners. Interviews with 
Edward J. Enis, a member of the 
Justice Department during WW2; 
Mine Okubo, a New York artist and 
former prisoner; and Yoshiko 
Uchida, author of Desert Exile high­
light the educational documentary.

The video can be purchased for 
$135, rented for $55 or previewed 
upon request Orders should be di­
rected to: Onewest Media, P.O. Box 
5766, Santa Fe, NM 87502-5766. For 
more information, call (505) 983- 
8685. ?C 7/VŸ
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By Laurie Mochidome

LOS ANGELES — According to the 
two California congressmen, pass­
age of the Japanese American re­
dress bill through the U.S. House of 
Representatives could hardly have 
taken place without the help of the 
Jewish congressman from Mas­
sachusetts.

Sharing this observation, some 
200 joined Reps. Norman Mineta 
and Robert Matsui (both D-Calif.) in 
honoring Rep. Barney Frank (D- 
Mass.) at a reception, held Jan. 30, 
at the Yamato Restaurant

chairs the
THANKING FRANK—Rep. Barney 
the Southern California Friends for I 
aae of H.R. 442 in the House. The r



KUED
PRESS RELEASE
PUBLIC TELEVISION

707 Gardner Hall 

University of Utah 

Salt Lake City, Utah 84112-1107 
(801) 581-6163

RELEASE AT WILL 
April 4, 1987

TO PA Z DOCUMENTS IN TER N M EN T OF JA P A N E S E  I N  A M ER IC A
D U R IN G  WORLD WAR I I

During World War II 120,000 American residents were sent to 
concentration camps-not in Europe, Asia, or some other distant 
place, but here in the United States. Over 8,000 of these men, 
women, and children were interned in Utah. Their crime was their 
ancestry; their penalty was their loss of freedom.

They were ethnic Japanese (more than 60% were native-born 
American citizens) who became victims of the wartime fears of 
their fellow Americans.

On Wednesday, May 6th at 8:00 p.m. (and again on Saturday, 
May 9 at 6:00 p.m.), KUED 7 presents TOPAZ, the story of the 
thousands of San Francisco Bay Area Japanese who were separated 
from their property, livelihoods, and constitutional rights, 
removed from their homes, and shipped to a windswept stretch of 
Utah's roughest rangelend. There, for more than three years, 
these men, women, and children were forced to call row after row 
of tarpaper barracks "home." This was Topaz, a War Relocation 
camp near Delta, Utah, which overnight became the fifth largest

-more-



city in the state.

The internees, surrounded by barbed wire and armed sentries, 
were never formally charged with a crime, and were never granted 
a trial. They were simply uprooted from their homes and shipped 
off in: blacked-out trains. It was feared that, though most were 
American citizens, they would none-the-less be more likely to 
serve the Emperor of Japan than the cause of freedom in the 
United States. No evidence was ever presented to sustain the 
rumors of pending sabotage or disloyalty, but "military 
necessity" became the foundation for one of the darkest wholesale 
actions against an ethnic minority in American history. German 
and Italian Americans faced no similar wartime sanctions.

TOPAZ examines Utah’s unique role in the relocation program, 
and explores the atmosphere in Utah during this period. Through 
archival film and photographs, many never broadcast before, and 
through interviews with surviving internees and Utah camp 
workers, the years of imprisonment are brought to life from 
Utah’s perspective.

TOPAZ also provides deeply personal insights into the
ronies of War Relocation: the struggle of camp residents to
ind normality in their lives in the desert ; what it meant to

pledge allegiance to the flag of a country that considered you a 
subversive because of your ancestors; the pain of citizens trying 
to understand a democracy that apparently didn't apply to them; 
the loss suffered by parents whose sons died in Nisei battalions

-more-



(American military units made up of Japanese American soldiers), 
while the parents remained housed behind barbed wire. TOPAZ also 
examines the individual case of an elderly man gunned down at 
Topaz while trying to escape from a facility the government 
refused to identify as a prison.

From the outbreak of the war to the eventual closing of the 
camp, TOPAZ provides insight into what some observers consider 
one of the worst American transgressions against constitutionally 
guaranteed rights in our nation's history. On the 45th 
anniversary of the opening of the camp, and the 200th anniversary 
of the Constitution, TOPAZ examines the fragile balance that can 

between rights" and "national security."
TOPAZ was produced and directed by KUED 7 Senior Producer 

Ken Verdoia. Verdoia's achievements in documentary production 
include the American Film Festival's 1985 Blue Ribbon Award; the 
1986 PMN Program Award of Excellence; and the 1986 National Iris 
Award for outstanding Public Affairs documentary. Associate 
producer is Colleen Casto, and the videographer is Carl Seibert.
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PUBLIC TELEVISION

101 Gardner Hall 

University of Utah 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84112-1107 
(801) 581-7777

Greetings!
After 12 months of research and videotaping, and an 

appropriate amount of time editing and making painful decisions 
about what to include and exclude, KUED-TV has completed its 
documentary on War Relocation in Utah.

TOPAZ will debut in Salt Lake City on May 6th. We anticipate 
a fall distribution date through the Public Broadcasting System 
to reach the rest of the nation.

I?m including our press release, announcing the airing of 
the program.

The months of archival research and interviewing produced 
enough material to fill two full hour-long programs. That, 
however, was beyond our ability to orchestrate. The resulting one 
hour documentary is a far-reaching overview of relocation and the 
personal experiences of the men and women who came together in 
the rangeland of Western Utah.

Of the 32 interviews completed for the program, we were able 
to include parts of 31...an achievement in itself.

Since there are so many important people to be kept advised 
of the program's progress, I am using this generic letter. 
Hopefully it can reflect the uniform appreciation and respect I 
have for each of you who brought your own individual light to our 
efforts. Topaz will survive as one of history's lessons because 
of you.

If you have any questions or requests, please give myself or 
Colleen Casto a call. We would love to hear from you again.

April 7, 1987

V ist regards,

Ken Verdoia 
Senior Producer



//

May 14, 1987

Bear Kens
Congratulations on the completion of TOPAZ! I trust 
it was well received in its debut, and I wish you 
much success with it.
I'll look forward to receiving a copy of the tape 
which you said would be a possibility. It will only 
be viewed privately on a friend's VCR.
All best,



June £S, 136 7

Kan Vardoia 
KUEO
Salt Lake City, Utah 
Dear* Ken:

My very belated thanks for the Topaz tape which I was able 
to vieflft only two days ago due to continuing health problems.
My two Friends and I all thought you did a wonderful job, 
and we learned some new facts not known before, such as 
the shocking 9LC JACL letter, the Moab Center, and the full 
story of the Wakisa shooting.
We were .impressed with the extensive research evident in your 
presentation and the excellent historic photos and film footage 
which balanced the contemporary interviews.
I think your tap® would be a fine tool for school use. Also, 
my friend wants to borrow it for her grown sons*to enhance 
their understanding of the event.
I want to clear with you first, howavsr, as I presume you would 
not want your audience diluted before it is shown nationally or 
at least in Calif. Once it is out of my hands, copies might 
be made, although I could warn against that. Please let me 
know on the enclosed p.c. whether it can be loaned for wider 
viewing, or whether you’d prefer that I just hold it for now.
I was a bit horrified at how awful I looked! Now you know why 
I don’t like to appear on TV! But you looked and sounded great. 
And my congratulations, again, for the excellent production, 
you've made a most valuable contribution to the education of 
many. Thank you for allowing me to have a copy.
All the best,



PUBLIC TELEVISION

101 Gardner Hall 
University of Utah 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84112-1107 
(801) 581-7777

May 26, 1987

Ms. Yoshiko Uchida
1685 Solano Avenue #102
Berkeley, California 94707

Dear Yoshiko:
Thank you for your note. My apologies for the delay in 

providing the tape of our program, as promised.
Response to the program has been extraordinarily strong 

since its airing on May 6th. Some Japanese-Americans have 
expressed disappointment that the program was not more aggressive 
in its advocacy. Some Caucasians have been critical that the 
program undermines the purpose of the U.S. war effort, and shows 
an unacceptable sympathy to "our enemy". But, most importantly, 
those many men, women, and children who did not even know of War 
Relocation have been effusive in their praise for the program and 
the people who participated.

I would greatly appreciate your comments and criticisms. 
And, again, I offer my most sincere thanks for your support and 
cooperation in the production of the program.

Best regards

Ken Verdoia 
Senior Producer

KLV:wp


