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Sharron McElmeel
3000 N. C enter Point Rd • M arion, IA 52302-9508 

..ph (319) 39^-2562 home • (319) 398-21^  office

April 15, 1991

Yoshiko Uchida

645 63rd Street 

Oakland CA 94609

Dear Yoshiko Uchida:

You and your work in the area o f books for children/young readers 
have been recommended to me as subjects for possible inclusion in one of 
my next reference books for educators^ PresentlyTTamwofiang^m the 
research lor  a companionvolume to the Author a Month titles and to the 
Bookpeople titles. (See the enclosed flyer about my previously published 
books.) The new Bookpeople title will have a multi-cultural focus. If I 
can obtain the appropriate information I'd like to highlight ybur work in 
one of those publications I will be featuring 30 - 45 authors/illustrators 
(total) in these two titles. In addition to the usual research in standard 
reference works, periodicals etc. where I have managed to glean much 
information about the authors/illustrators being considered. My intention is 
to give educators information that will allow them to infuse information 
about authors/illustrators, from many cultures: Native Americans, African 
Americans, Hispanic, Australians, Japanese, Chinese, etc.,throughout the 
year and throughout the curriculum to stimulate reading and to help 
students develop a good self-concept about their own worth and the value 
of their own life stories and experiences — in celebration of their own 
cultural heritage.

Since the presentation for each author/illustrator must be a balanced 
presentation I am working very hard to locate illustrative material 
(photographs of the "bookperson," photos of jacket cover/illustrations, and 
author/iliustrator messagesrwhich coxxld become part of the total 
presentation for each person. It is important in the format o f the book that 
I do have a relatively recent photograph o f each featured author. Would 
you be able to supply a photograph that I might reproduce in the book (b & 
w; 3x5 or 5x7 —  I could have a colored photo converted)? Does your 
publisher have a standard brochure about you? Who should I contact?



î'

I have been completing much standard research, however, since it is 
important for information to be included in this presentation to be "fresh" 
and up-to-date I would like to ask you some questions. I hope you would 
be so kind as to respond. Your responses will be incorporated into the 
narrative about you and your work. Would you sign the enclosed 
permission form giving publication permission for both the photograph 
and the excerpts/quotes from the interview questions.

Thank you very much for your time and consideration. I hope you 
will be able to respond.

Sincerely,

Sharron McElmeel

Enc. SASE
Interview questions 
Permission form
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Interview: Yoshiko Uchida

Please respond to the questions on a separate piece o f paper so that you 
have the room you want.

Q 1. Would you tell us something o f your background and career before 
you got started in the field o f writing/illustrating for children/young 
reader books?

Q2 How did you get started in the field of books for children/young 
readers?

Q3 Many authors/illustrators tell me that bits and pieces of their lives 
can be found throughout their books. What bits and pieces, if any, 
from your life can readers find in your books?

Q4 Are you currently a full-time writer/illustrator? Would you tell us 
about your daily writing schedule/procedure?

Q5 Of all your books what book do you perceive as receiving the most 
reader response?

Q6 A sa  child, what books/authors did you enjoy reading?

Q7 Would you share something about your family and the things you
enjoy when you are not working on a manuscript/illustrations?

Please add any additional information that you would like to share 
with boys and girls who read your books.

Thank you very much for taking the time to respond to these 
questions. I sincerely appreciate any help you are willing to give me.

Special Q uestion: W ould you te ll us about new  books you have 
*in the works*? Since the book/s will not actually be released until mid- 
1992 it is important that as much up-to-date information, as possible, be 
included. Thank you very much.

4



REPLY TO INTERVIEW QUESTIONS : YOSHIKO UCHIDA
1. I taught elementary school for a short time and then did secretarial work while writing in ray spare time«
2. I vo always loved children’s books and wanted to share 

with American children the wonderful Japanese folk tales 
I d heard as a child. Sharing stories, I hoped, would 
help them understand other cultures and see that people 
everywhere have the same hopes, fears and joys.
A good bit of me is in Rinko, the child in my trilogy, THE 
JAR OF DREAMS, THE BEST BAD THING, and THE HAPPIEST ENDING, 
although the stories are fictional and not about my family. 
Also, JOURNEY TO TOPAZ is based on my own experiences during 
WWII when we were interned by our gov’t, so there is much 
of me in Yuki. Her story continues in JOURNEY HOME, but again, this is not about my family.

4. Yep, I am a full-time writer, but have no set daily working 
schedule until I am on the 3rd or 4th draft of a book. Then 
j. usually write all rooming and sometimes in the evenings.

5. JOURNEY TO TOPAZ, probably because of its subject matter and its use in many schools.
6. Louisa May Alcott’s LITTLE WOMEN and LITTLE MEN, Frances

U. Hodgson's THE SECRET GARDEN and Anna Sewell’s BLACK BEAUTY. I also liked Augusta H. Seaman's mysteries.
7. Because I've had Chronic Fatigue Immune Dysfunction Syndrome 

ior over^five years, I haven’t been able to do many of the 
things I've enjoyed in the past, such as going to the theatre, 
travelling, etc.. I’ve just begun to write again last year.
{I don't think kids would be interested in this, but I mention 
it just for your own info.)

New books to be published;
October 1991: THE INVISIBLE THREADS An autobiography,

Julian Messner/Silver Burdett Press.
Spring 1993: THE MAGIC PURSE (a picture based on a

Japanese folk tale), Margaret K. McElderry Books, NYC
Fall 1993: THE BRACELET (a picture book based on my

short story of the same namej, Philomel, NYC.

For more extensive biographical info see:
Bio in SOMETHING ABOUT THE AUTHOR, Vol 53, Gale Pub. 
Autobiography in SOMETHING ABOUT THE AUTHOR AUTOBIO. SERIES, Vol X, Gale Pub.



Request for Permission to Reprint

To: Yoshiko Uchida 
64S=63rd~$treet~

From: Shairon McElmeel‘3000 N. Center Point Rd.* Marion, IA 52302-9508 USA

I hereby request permission to reprint excerpts ftom the information sent in response to the 
request for information dated April 15,1991. This information will appear in conjunction 
with information about authors/illustrators and their books. The tentative publisher of the 
book is Libraries Unlimited (P.O. Box 3988, Englewood, Colorado 80155-3988). 
Copyright/credit information will be given as specified below.

* * * * * * * *** * ** >(« ***** He » * **** ********* *# ** ****** * **** * ****** ****** ******** *

APPROVAL OF REQUEST

Credit line (if any) to be used for photograph:

D eb o rd /i

(Date o f approval)
M fix i i ,  ( M l

approval)

(Please type or print name here)

C û - p 0 $  b o -* A -
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Data Sheet 

Yoshiko Uchida

Birthdate: __

Childhood home/s:

i i I â ^ u î __________

? > e p b l ( u - j  . C f t  •

Married:

Children/ages:

Pets:

Education/years

Favorites: .
food —  , xUP&riesf* -  e s p e c i a l l y  s u s M

color —  :KWj p ___________________________________

other things — f  <1 , ~pa..\ n , &_-((c - - —

Address for children to use to write to you:

° fj M c  E /d 'g rry  B k s ____________

_______ t  (o(e H i i r d  f\~ i« . ______________ __

_____ M eio  j i r L  /H L



LITERATURE-BASED ACTIVITIES
F O R  T H E  W H O L E  L A N G U A G E  C L A S S R O O M

from Sharron L. McElmeel

AN AUTHOR A MONTH AN AUTHOR A MONTH
(FOR PENNIES) (FOR NICKELS)

(A) gem of a book....Wonderful, wonderful!—  
Teaching K-8 (January 1989)

The combination is an elusive ideal for which 
teachers and librarians who seek to bring together 
children and books have long been searching.—  
School Library Media Quarterly (Fall 1989)

Since the nationally acclaimed "Becoming a 
Nation o f Readers" was issued, educators have 
searched for ways to incorporate literature and 
more reading time into the regular school day. 
For just pennies, you can bring authors and 
children together in your classroom or library. 
McElmeel provides biographical information and 
photographs, as well as over 700 activity 
suggestions, designed to build reading by 
reading. Enjoy meeting these 12 authors, 
including Steven Kellogg, Carol Carrick, 
Beatrice Schenk deRegniers, Eric Carle, and 
other favorites. Grades K-5. Adaptable for 
preschoolers and older students.

1988 xviii, 224p. ISBN -661-6 
$24.50 ($29.50f)

BOOKPEOPLE: A First Album  
BOOKPEOPLE: A Second Album

Both volumes are useful tools for introducing children 
reading.—Booklist (July 1990)

Using the same format as An Author a Month 
(for Pennies), McElmeel again brings us 12 
beloved children’s authors. Nine full 
author/illustrator units and three capsule units 
with hundreds o f activity suggestions will fill the 
year with stimulating reading fun. Introduce 
your students to Pat Hutchins, John Steptoe, 
Hilary Knight, and other favorites, as they 
explore the world o f  authors, illustrators, and 
books. Biographical information, photographs, 
and activities included in each unit.

1990 xiv, 172p. ISBN -827-9

to "bookpeople" and for encouraging further

Another dimension in the whole language approach to teaching reading and writing! Approximately 
50 author/illustrator sections in each album feature poster pages (photographs and illustrations), 
biographical information, and activities to stimulate further reading and writing.

First Album (Authors and illustrators of picture books)
1990 xiii, 176p. ISBN -720-5 $17.00 (20.50f)

Second Album (Authors popular with grades 3-9. Includes suggestions 
for sharing literature through journal writing)
1990 xv, 200p. ISBN -721-3 $18.00 ($21.50f)



MY BAG OF BOOK TRICKS

W ill be helpful fo r  the elementary school teacher striving to create a literary atmosphere in the 
classroom.— Booklist (January 1, 1990)

I can think o f  a number o f  uses to which a senior high teacher, or any librarian, might p u t this 
excellent tool....Highly recommended.— Emergency Librarian (March-April 1990)

Every elementary and middle school teacher will be able to take these ideas into the classroom and use 
them to move toward a language-and-literature-rich environment.

Events such as holidays and birthdays (for book characters, for authors, for heroes from the past), 
celebrations and book characters themselves, and themes such as food and photography all provide 
springboards for creative activities leading to reading, writing, and more reading. Building on 
thematic literature units, the author shows how to integrate literature into every facet o f the curriculum.

1989 xiv, 276p. I S B N -722-1 $24.50 ($29.50f)

ADVENTURES WITH SOCIAL STUDIES (THROUGH LITERATURE)

Each o f the "adventures" in M cElmeel’s new guide introduces basic concepts in the social sciences, 
using literature. These intriguing theme-based units focus on topics familiar to the social studies 
classroom— "Folklore: A Reflection o f History and Its People," "We All Came (Coming to America)," 
and "Heroes, Heroes, Heroes." The response suggestions, designed to lead middle grade and junior 
high readers deeper into the world o f books and ideas, provide creative activities to stimulate writing 
and thinking skills, as well as topics for discussion, projects, and suggestions for further integrating 
literature into the content area.

Fall 1990 ca .l80p . I S B N -828-7 $23.50 ($28.00f)

IF USING YOUR OWN PURCHASE ORDER, PLEASE ATTACH OUR FORM. 

Send copies of:
____An Author a Month (for Pennies) ____ An Author a Month (for Nickels)
____Bookpeople: A First Album ____ My Bag of Book Tricks
____Bookpeople: A Second Album ____ Adventures with Social Studies

Date_______ Name (please print)__________________________
Phone #________________________________________________
BiU to:_________________________________________________
Address:________ _________________________ _____________
City, State, Zip:_________________________________________

Bill us: P.O. #________________________________________
Pre-paid/check enclosed (save postage & handling charges) 

For all personal orders, prepayment is required:
VISA/M.C.#________________________________ Exp. Date
Check enclosed____

Ship to:_______
Address:______
City, State, Zip: 
Signature_____

Signature

Send to: Libraries Unlimited • P.O. Box 3988 • Englewood, CO 80155 • 1-800-237-6124 • FAX 303-220-8843
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M. R. Me Gregor 
7021 Saroni Dr 
Oakland CA 
94611
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Mr. & Mrs. Y. Matsumoto 
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METHUEN 
CHILDREN’S BOOKS

Reed Consumer Books 
38 Hans Crescent London SW1X OLZ 

Telephone 071-581 9393 Telex 920191 
Fax 071-584 0530

October 28, 1992
Yoshiko Uchida 
1685 Solano Ave 
Apt 102 
Berkeley 
CA 94707 
USA

Dear Yoshiko Uchida,
Further to Victoria Lee's correspondance of March 1991 I 
am sorry to have to tell you that eventually we did not 
use your story THE JEWELS OF THE SEA from THE DANCING 
KETTLE in our anthology A THOUSAND YARDS OF SEA, all the 
stories submitted were of a high calibre and it was a 
hard decision to choose between them.
With best wishes.

Yours sincerely,

Denise Tuck
Picture Book Department

Part of Reed International Books
Registered Office: M ichelin House, 81 Fulham Road, London SW3 6RB Registered in England no. 353434 

Although every reasonable care is taken of manuscripts when in our hands we can accept no responsibility for any loss or damage thereto.
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Feb. 25/ 1991

The enclosed statement/ signed by more than a hundred authors and 
illustrators of children's books, reflects our concern about the 
anxiety children are feeling over the Gulf war. No formal group 
or committee has put the statement together; rather, it started 
with a few friends calling friends and colleagues. We're sending 
it to you hoping that you'll be interested in making use of it. 
Feel free to copy or quote from it as you wish.

_CQn t a c-fe-;— B-e-t-fey— Mil-e-3— (~9~l-4 -)— 3-5-9 -11 2.1--^
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As war goes on in the Middle East, so does the need to respond to 
children's concerns and questions. There are no easy answers.
Yet those of us who write and illustrate for young readers 
believe that books and stories can help them to feel less alone 
with their fears and uncertainties. The war is far away, but the 
strength of children's imaginations is that they can understand 
what other children are feeling. Books can help them to 
acknowledge and share their fears and can also give them comfort 
and hope.
For the youngest children, being read to is a comfort in itself. 
Familiar stories offer, as they always have, the reassurance that 
routines go on and love holds steady. For older children, books 
of non-fiction provide a historical and cultural background to 
troubling headlines and sound bites, while fiction offers a 
deeper understanding of how war affects ordinary peoples'1ives 
everywhere.
There are many fine books about war — and peace — available in 
school and public libraries and in bookstores. Librarians and 
booksellers can suggest books and book lists for readers of every 
age. Reading can never end a war. But we believe it can give 
support and understanding to children, who need to know that 
community, commi trtten t, courage and hope continue to exist in the 
world, even under the most difficult circumstances.

SIGNED: Arnold Adoff, David A. Adler, Alan Arkin, Avi, Natalie
Babbitt, Patricia Baehr, Jeanne Betancourt, John Bierhorst, Joan 
Bios, Judy Blume, Robin Brancato, Sue Ellen Bridgers, Ashley 
Bryan, Eve Bunting, Ellen Conford, Scott Corbett, Robert Cormier, 
Bruce Coville, Chris Crutcher, Julia Cunningham, Eleanor Clymer, 
Barbara Dana, Paula Danziger, Julia Downing, Amy Ehrlich, Alane 
Ferguson, Paul Fleischman, Sid Fleischman, Paula Fox, Sheila 
Garrigue, Mordicai Gerstein, Beverly Gherman, Patricia Reilly 
Giff, Joan Elizabeth Goodman, Rosa Guy, E.A. Haas, Virginia 
Hamilton, Robie Harris, Ruth Heller, Marilyn Henderson, Pat 
Hermes, Lee Bennett Hopkins, Thatcher Hurd, Johanna Hurwitz, 
Barbara Karlin, Bobbi Katz, M.E. Kerr, Janet Klaveness, Gordon 
Korman, Jill Krementz, Steven Kroll, Marilyn Levinson, Patricia 
Maclaughlin, Elizabeth Levy, Marjorie Lewis, Reeve Lindbergh,
Lois Lowery, Ann M. Martin, Anne Mazer, Harry Mazer, Norma Fox 
Mazer, Ann McGovern, Patricia McKissack, Frederick McKissack, 
Milton Meltzer, Susan Meyers, Walter Dean Myers, Gloria 
Miklowitz, Betty Miles, Phyllis Reynolds Naylor, Zibby Oneal,
Mary Pope Osborne, Nancy Parker, Francine Pascal, Katherine 
Paterson, Susan Beth Pfeffer, Daniel Pinkwater, Laurence Pringle, 
Colby Rodowsky, Ivy Ruckman, Marilyn Sachs, Edythea Selman, Vicky 
Shiefman, Seymour Simon, Marilyn Singer, Gloria Skurzynski, Teri 
Sloat, Robert Kimmel Smith, Zilpha Keatly Snyder, Eileen 
Spinelli, Jerry Spinelli, Lou Stanek, Suzanne Fisher Staples,
Todd Strasser, Julian Thompson, Yoshiko Uchida, Judith Vigna, 
Mildred Pitts Walter, Rosemary Wells, Barbara Williams, Patricia 
Windsor, Sharon Dennis Wyeth, Jane Yolen.



¿/¿L j / v .

H ^ t^ J b u y L . , ^ 3 , y ? ^

e/ h &
V

cousis- ÏO'Zt'G*#- ¿¿& À *cd*€cs

J £sy%&^Oxi£-~ &-■ ¿L*cŝ 4—t^  ¿Y fr '
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4107 Magnolia Drive 
Brunswick, OH 44212 
July 31, 1991

Dear Ms. Yoshiko Uchida,
This summer I worked on a curriculum 

committe^for my school system's reading 
program at the junior high level. In the 
course of my work, I read both of your 
novels, Journey to Topaz and Journey Home.
As a reading teacher with eighteen years 
experience, I can say that these are the 
type of books I would like to see my 
students read and I certainly would enjoy 
teaching them. However, the price prevents 
us from adopting these books.

With paperback books averaging $3.95,
I can buy two other books for the $8.95 
price of Journey to Topaz. Considering that 
Journey Home is priced at $3.95, I find 
the $8.95 price utterly unbelievable.
I am sure that other school systems will 
feel the same way— the book is good, but 
I can't justify spending the money when 
I could buy other "good" books.

I'm sorry that we could not adopt 
your book; I think the students of my 
school district will miss a valuable 
book !

Yours truly,

Shiloh Junior High School 
Parma City School District 
Parma, OH 44129
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Bov ember 5, 1969

Dear Kazue:
Just a note to tell you how delighted 

I am with your wonderful illustrations for 
the new SUM! book. I love your new technique 
and think it was a great success!

It was a shame that the printers 
dropped the red on two of the pages. I 
can well imagine how upsetting it must be 
for you after all your effort. Janet in­
forms me that it will be rectified in sub­
sequent printings.

I hope this finds you well and busy.
It would be nice to meet you some day after 
collaborating with you on so many books.

All good wishes,

Yoshiko Uchida



BASICS PLUS SCHOOL
WESTWOOD One L iberty S treet\ Irvine, California 9 2 7 1 4  (714) 5 4 4 -9 6 7 0
Linda Mizutani, Library/Media Specialist

Dan Thomas, P rin cipa l
December 19, 1984

Yoshiko Uchida
1685 Solano Avenue, No. 102
Berkeley, California 94707

Dearest Yoshiko,

Believe it or not, your note and the bookmarks arrived at my school - relatively 
intact - today. I was so surprised...that the envelope arrived at all (There 
was tape all over it. It had been written and scribbled on too.)...and that 
you took the time and effort to send me the markers and your note without knowing 
where I was.

Thanks so very much! What a sweet and thoughtful gesture...perfect timing, too.
I was just about to wrap the books you autographed for me at CMLEA. I'll enclose 
the markers now as wel1...keeping one for me, of course.

I was so happy when I was able to purchase your books in Oakland and was even 
more delighted at having the opportunity to talk with you. Yoshiko, you're such 
an original. Not only are you a gifted and talented writer, you're a rather 
liberal Nisei who's warm, friendly, insightful, perceptive, compassionate, 
supportive, etc., etc., etc...a rare breed, to be sure.

Thanks again for the lovely bookmarks and for initiating contact post-CMLEA.
I can always be reached at the above address and number during the school week.
My home address is 4820 Stonehenge Lane, Cypress, CA. 90630. My home phone is 
(714) 952-0768. I do hope we can remain in touch one way or another...even if 
only sporadically. I know you have relatives in Villa Park or thereabouts.
Please feel free to call (I have a machine that's on when I'm out.) if you're 
in town or feel the urge.

I hope this note finds you well and that you have a happy, healthy holiday season! 

With much appreciation,

Linda Mizutani

O

B asics +  P aren ts =  Success
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6k 5 63rd St. 
Oakland 9> Calif. 
January 10, 1958

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Morris:

Were the photographs returned to you from 
CRAFT HORIZONS? I hope they came back in good shape.

As I mentioned to Mrs. Morris briefly, by 
phone, I thought I might try a very short version of 
that same story for the Chronicle Sunday Section, vith 
one or two photographs, I took a class from one of 
the editors there who encouraged me in that direction.

If you'd care to have me try, will yon send 
me the photo of the two of you in your studio, plus one 
other of your pots? I can’t guarantee that the story 
will be used at all, or that the photos will be returned 
in good condition (newspapers «just aren't as careful as 
magazines), but if you think it would be a good idea,
I ’d like to try.

Best wishes to you for the new year.

Sincerely,

Yoshiko Uchida



- 8.

/MOSELEY Associates, Inc. (Formerly BCMA Associates, Inc.)

/Management Consultants/Publishing 485 fifth avenue, new york, ny 10017 • (212) 867-6341

Dear Doni

Mrs. Laskey and I have read, with great 
interest and involvement, Yoshiko Uchida's 
DESERT EXILE. We thank you for the opportunity 
to know the Uchida family's life-style before 
and during their incarceration.

We shall, of course, be telling others about 
this newest book, which reminds other Americans 
of the internment of Asierican citizens during 
World War II.

Thank you for sending the book to me. I have 
seen an early review or two in the American 
Japanese press, and expect that it will be 
widely and enthusiastically received.

June 4, 1982

Sincerely yours,



Miss Yoshiko Uchida 
1685 Solano Avenue 
Berkeley, California

Dear Miss Uchida:

October 21, 1971 
4310 Moss Drive 
Sacramento, CA.

As I mentioned over the phone, I/tead in the Nichi Bei Times of your interest in 
researching the Wakamatsu Colopy, and would like to make available to you what 
small amount of pertinent information I may have in my library of old books on 
Japan. (J,CkUlu'
The book which contains the most detailed chronology of the era between 1867 

^ and 1869 is Volume II of Young Japan written by John R. Black and published in 
f 1881. My copy is so battered that l hesitate to send it to you. Possibly a 

copy could be secured through the U.C. Berkeley library.

However, I am sending you xeroxed copies of pages which refer to the Schnell 
Brothers along with a copy of a letter I wrote recently to the Sacramento Union 
on the possible mix up in names for the European leader of the Wakamatsu Colony.

In the book references are made on and off to the Daimyo of Aidzu and other 
Northern supporters of the Tokugawa cause between pages 109 and 263.

UUCi

« ir
Nowhere is there any mention of the Wakamatsu emigrants but naturally they UJQuJh i4) -ft
were probably only too glad to be able to slip off without notice. On page 244 fr>o4'fUM 
the book states that in January of 1869 Niigata was reopened for trade and fjjL*
residence of foreigners. This would make it possible for emigrants to locate 
and sail off on a foreign ship. *****.

Ironically, for those who fled fearing the worst, by the end of 1869 the Daimyo of 
Aidzu had been pardoned and was given an estate of 30,000 koku at Tonami in Oshiu 
for the benefit of poverty-stricken clansmen.

In another book I have, The Life of Sir Harry Parker, Volumn II, by Dickens and 
Lane-Poole, published in 1894, Chapter XXVII from pages 80 to 107 is entitled 
"The Coup d* Etat and the Civil War." On page 113 reference is made to the 
Blue-Book Japan 1868-1870 in which a highly readable narrative of the resolution 
is said to be found. Possibly this is the official British legation report for 
that period.

In a third book, A Budget of Letters from Japan, written by Maclay and published 
in 1886, there is on page 302 a reproduction of a native photograph entitled 
the "Ruins of the Citadel of Aidzu Castle." I was surprised to see how intact 
the upper structure of the castle appears in the picture.

On page 290 there appears a description of what the Wakamatsu emigrants may have 
fled from. "The Province of Aidzu was terribly punished for its obstinate resistance. 
Sword and flame followed that hardy clan into its mountain home in the north, and 
reaped a fearful harvest among the peaceful villages and hamlets of that grandly 
mountainous Daimiate."

I*m afraid that these old books in English can only provide some clues as to the 
background of events leading up to the emigration of the Wakamatsu colony from 
Japan to California. Probably any number of concurrent Japanese accounts would 
provide much more information. Nevertheless, I am glad to share this information 
that I have with you in case it may be of some help. Good luck on your venture.

Sincerely,
Paul F. C. Mueller
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V.":. A NARRATIVE
<:i OF

THE 8ETTLEMEWT AM© THE ©3T¥
FROM TIIE

SIGNING OF THE TREATIES IN 1858,
TO THE. •. f

* CLOSE OF THE YEAR 1879.
WITH A GLANCE AT

■- THE PROGRESS OF JAPAN
DURING A PERIOD OP TWENTY-ONE YEARS.

BY

JOHN E.
Formerly Editor of th e ‘Japan G azetteand of the ‘Japan 
Herald;; Editor of the ‘Far-East; Illustrated M onthly 
Magazine. Also the Proprietor and Editor o f the ‘Nisshin 
Skjnjishi -—the first Newspaper,, f  worthy o f the name), ever 
published in the native language in Japan.

IN TWO VOLUMES.
VOL. II.

LONDON, TEUBNER & Co.
Yokohama, Kelly & Co.

w V \  1881.

( A ll Eights reserved. J



73 YOUNG JAPAN.

If you had no eyes it would, have been ; but as you have 
eyes, it is not.’ ”

The deception-attempted by Noso-wyah was the sub­
stitution of ail inferior parcel of silk for one bought at a 
high price—sample and all being changed.

The 2-5tIi July 1867 will be a memorable one in Yoko­
hama from the fact of the first auction sale of Bluff 
Lands having taken place on that day. About 225,000 
tsubos a little over a thousand square acres—were offered 
by Messrs. B ou kn e  & Co., and a considerable portion 
found buyers at very satisfactory prices to the govern­
ment. The space is now so thickly built over, that, ere 
long, an extension of the boundaries must be looked for. 
Few foreigners now live in the settlement' who are able 
to find a suitable residence on the Bluff.

On the 14th August, as the two Messrs. S c h n e l l  were I 
dii\ing into Yedo from Yokohama, on approaching the 
Prussian Legation, a two-sworded man rushed out and 
opposed their progress. They occupied the front seat of 
then carriage, a betto and a China boy being behind 
them. Mr. L dw ard  S c jin e l l  was driving; two of the 
native escort were a long way in advance, the other three 
a little way in rear, when the fellow suddenly came out 
of a tea-house, and placed himself menacingly before the 
horses. Mr. E. S c h n e l l  tried to turn aside, and for the 
moment stopped. The fellow then passed quickly to the 
left; and Mr. G. II. S c h n e l l  thought lie had gone away. 
Ilis brother, however, suspecting otherwise, took the reins 
in his left hand and held his revolver in the right, keep-
mg ins eye on mo fellow’s movements. Almost as quickly 
as it takes to tell, the man came close behind the carriage, 
his arm raised above liis head, his hand grasping the 
hOt of-his sword in the act to draw and give simulfcane- 

he mortal blow to Mr, C. II. S c h n e l l  : when his

s a g h i:

brother bent behind him. 
full at'the man’s breast. ■ 
ins hands to his side, and ;
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movements. Almost as quickly 
came close behind the carriage, 

bead, his hand grasping the 
-ct (o draw and give simultane- 
Yfr, C. H. S c h n e l l  : when his

brother bent behind him, and discharged his revolver 
fall at the man’s breast. He dropped his arms, clapped 
his hands to his side, and ran off. ••

Dismounting from the carriage the two brothers saw 
him making off, and followed him with another shot. 
They then tried to get the escort to assist in capturing 
him. Just then the fellow returned, and as he was pass­
ing a certain house, the door opened suddenly and a hand 
seized him and drew - him in. A shot was fired as he 
passed in, and the bullet went- through the door. The 
Messrs. S c h n e l l  then asked the officers to open the door 
of the house, hut they refused. They therefore went on 
to the Prussian Legation, and a report was sent to the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs. From them a reply was 
quickly received—declaring that the man should ho 
captured if possible; but that as. yet they had no 
clue. . «

However, within three days the man was captured. He 
said his intention was to kill—and he gave as the reason 
that he had been struck with the whip. This was denied 
by the Messrs. S c h n e l l , who, having both been long 
resident in Japan, and connected with official life, would 
naturally have been guarded in their actions. At all 
events, the man brought punishment on himself by 
placing himself menacingly in front of the horses.

The result of the Embassy that had been sent by the 
Tycoon to Russia early in the year, became known in 
September. The principal object of the mission was to 
settle the question of the united occupancy of the island 
of Saghalien, by the Russians and Japanese. For some 
time past Eussia had sent convicts to this island, assert­
ing their right to do so ; although Japan claimed the 
island as a portion of its territory, and the natives looked 
solely to Japan as their owner and protectory The
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ately taken  u p ; and th e  guard-houses were occupied by 
the im perial soldiers.

On 23rd June, I I .E . M. Leon Bcches left Japan, M. 
Maxims Outeey, having arrived a fe>v days before, to
replace h im  as M inister for F rance.  ̂ ^

Two of the m en who h ad  been w o u n d e d  in  the attack 
upon th e  cortege of the E ng lish  m inister were m aim ed for 
life. They were sent home, therefore ; the Government 
paying over for their use the sum  of $10,000, which was 
no t handed to them , but applied to the purchase of 
an  annuity  which would give to each an  income of over 
one pound a week for the rem ainder of his da} s.

The settlem ent of Yokohama was in  a  thoroughly un­
satisfactory condition. The authorities were anything but 
parsim onious in the am ount of money they were willing 
to spend in improving i t ; bu t they insisted on doing it 
th e ir own way ; and  th a t was literally  burying the money 
in  m ud. The suggestions of the residents both as regains 
road-m aking and drainage were entirely d isregarded; and 
the  unfortunate holder of the office of M unicipal Director, 
was between two stools. The com m unity attacked him 
in  no m easured term s, for answering an  appeal sent in 
by th e ir com m ittee, in term s which seemed to assume that 
ho was the servant of the  Japanese ra th er th an  the re­
presentative of the  foreign residents. Subsequently ij r* 

DoiijieN' resigned, and it was arranged th a t the °^ 1 
should he elective ;and th a t the holder of it should really 
be th e  deputy of those who elected him . In  accoidauct 
w ith th is, out of five or six candidates, Mr. B en so n , an 
Am erican, was elected, hut there was little  improvement 
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accounts of the day, into a bombardment. There were 
about three hundred men belonging to Yonezawa, Sendai 
and Aidzu in the town; who were attacked and put hors 
de combat by some southerners, who arrived by sea.

The S.S. Osaca was in port and Mr. E . Schnell and1 
some of the officers were on shore ; but they reached the 
steamer in safety. Mr. H. Schnell was actually in the 
Aidzu territory at the time ; and as the Kuanguns wore 
quite well aware that foreigners were illegally sup­
plying arms and ammunition to the northern confedera­
tion, it would have gone hard with these gentlemen had 
they been captured. —
"" sViliiin a wreek of the affair at Niigata H.B.M.S. 
Rattler was totally lost in Lapeyrouse Strait, to 
the north of the island of Yeso. H.I.M.S. Dupleix ■ 
went to her assistance, and found her crew in safety 
on shore ; hut they had been on half rations for 
fourteen days.

I  omitted to mention in its 'proper place that the 
Yokos’ka Dock and Arsenal, aboul twelve miles from 
Yokohama, were being fast proceeded with previous 
to the Tycoon’s abdication. A large amount of ma­
chinery had also arrived from France, money for 
which had been supplied by the Société Generale.

Pressure had been put upon the Government, and it 
seemed inevitable that the dock should fall into the hands 
of the French. To avoid this an appeal wras made to 

„ the Oriental Bank, to advance the requisite sum. The 
British Minister was also consulted, who was so well 
satisfied with the good faith of the Government that he 
strongly supported the appeal. The money was ad­
vanced and the anxiety respecting the dock was removed. 
This was the first of several occasions on which the 
Oriental Bank came to the assistance of the Government.

‘A curious incident, which might have led to serious



1685 Solan© Ave., Apt, 102 
Berkeley, California 9**?0? 
October 25* 1971

Dr. Paul C .  Mueller 
¿*310 Moss Drive 
Sacramento, California

Dear Dr* Mueller*

It was so kind of you to call me and I appre­
ciated so much your good letter of the 21st with 
the copy or the pages from YOUNG JAPAN and the copy 
of your letter to the Sacramento Union*

I will check with the UC Library to see if 
they have the books which you mentioned and know 
they should be most helpful. I appreciate your 
call in p- them to my attention.

If you are interested in pursuing further the 
details of the Wakamatsu Colony, I think you would 
find Mrs-, E, A. .‘ayre of Sacramento most helpful* 
She h a s , for example, a copy of the deed to the 
p r o p e r t . purchased by the Colony which is made out 
to J. Henry Schnell. (This at least clarifies his 
n a m e * ) She knows Mr* Taketa and I celleve has 
passed or most of her information to him.

Thank you again for your very f soughtful and 
generous contribution to my research.

' ’  -4 y i  0 , 0  ■ p g  1  y  ■

With best wishes



museum of contemporary crafts
of the A m erican  C ra ftsm en ’s C o u n cil • 2 9  W e st 5 3 rd  Street, New  York, N. Y . 10019 • Telephone: C irc le  6 - 6 8 4 0

January 14, 1969

Yoshiko Uchida 
645 63rd S treet 
O akland, C alif. 94609

D ear Yoshiko Uchida:

P lease  excuse the  long delay  in answering your le tte r  of 
January 2nd. I have been on the C oast and have ju s t returned 
to my office today.

We greatly  appreciate  your writing the  very exce llen t p iece on /
Bob S tocksdale to accompany his L ittle  G allery exhib ition . Because 
of the s iz e  of the brochure i t  w as n ecessa ry  to  cut the tex t som ewhat.
We were p lea se d , how ever, to have the fu ller version to work with 
for publicity  purposes,* e tc .

As you may know, you w ill receive  a $50. honorarium for writing 
the  statem ent which I rea lize  is  a sm all amount considering the 
work you put into i t .  Since i t  is  our Accounting O ffices requ ire­
ment tha t b ills  be filled  w ith them , would you kindly submit a bill 
for the above amount and I w ill see  to it  tha t a check is sen t to you 
right aw ay.

D irector

PJSrbb


