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koshifbd furukawa
January 15, 1982

I was given Mr. Furakawa®s name and telephone number by a Japanese
American friend. But when 1 telephoned him he was, at first, very
reluctant to talk to me. |In consequence, when he gradually began to
explain how he felt, 1 listened and encouraged him and did not ask him
formal questions. I did not ask him when and where he was born. But since
he spoke of "being about 18" before the war, he was probably 19 or 20 when
he was evacuated.

After 1 explained the nature of my study in some detail, Mr. Furakawa
asked me, "Are you writing a book or what?" 1 explained that I did not intend
to publish anything without the advice of Japanese American friends and that

I was doing this "because | think it"s important."

Koathao Fanakawa: | don't want to be ajed by a pno{eA6on who It oat to,
you know, to advance, him6el{ on hejuel{.

RoAaltc Wax: No, I 'm 70, |I'mat the end o{ that noad.

KF: | ¢ee. So you one Intenetted tn neconding tt {on. hittony?"
Ru: Vet.
KF: Okay.

KF: Veah, | appneclate the {act that you one netlned and you one not anxlouA
to advance yoané&el{, and ;0 {ontk, because thene one ;0 many people,
non Atjuan.. .who one In come kind o{ {leld of{ ;tady and they have
picked this ;abject and they come to ut {on. matenlal and 1 don’'t know.
It It veny pentonal. And | haven't neatly exploned It {on my6el{, (0
that | {eel veny nelactant. Sat | can appneclate the {act that yoa one,
yoa know, doing It {on hittony—

R(Gi: WM, penhap6 yoa'd be Intenetted I{ | tell yoa a little about the genenal
tmpneA6lon& | have ;o0 {an. I've talked to about 15 people. One thing
that It almo6t anlvental It... It the tennlble tnauma o{ having ;een
onetel{ 06 a citizen, 06 a Nitel, and expecting that yoa would be tneated
like a citizen and then being Ivvtenned a; I{ yoa wene an enemy alten.

KF: Right.
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RW  And this is very touching.

KF:  Well, in my case as | stated during the, hearing, we were...our
loyalty was questioned and this is idiot | resented and this is the cause,
oh my trouble at Tale Lake. Because | didn't comply with the registration
orders, and | was placed there and kept there and labeled a disloyal
citizen ofi Ameltica. And I've had to live with that fior all these years.
That is what | tried to bring out in the heatings and so that caused a
lot ofi problems.

RW  Ves, you know, it's only now, talking to people, that I've become aware
ofi how deep this Meeting ofi having been treated unjustly.. .how much
that a”ected the Japanese Americans. And also,..how it distressed
them to be considered guilty, dangerous and criminal.

KF: Right. The {jact is that we were very loayl, we were extremely American. ..
RM  Ves.

KF: And this is what | really resented all these years, that | was denied
to be an American - to prove that | was an American, because they
questioned us. And that is the thing that really hurts. Because we
were taught, we were brought up to be Americans, and then suddenly,
you know, to be betrayed like that.

RW. A high proportion of the people I've talked to were either in the
Army or had volunteered or even the women were preparing to be Army
nurses.

KF: Right. Because some ofi the people...young men had been drafted and
then they were rejected and sent to camp.

RE: Ves, that is quite...I'm surprised...they didn't tell me that in camp.
But they tell that to me now. Vou know, when | ask them.

KF: | remember when some o{ the people were drafted, we had a young men's
club and we would have a send-o”™l party and | remember making patriotic
speeches to send these people o&fi and | was only about 18 or so, you
know, but | remember making these speeches; and having little parties
to send them ofifii Had | been ofi age, | would have gone, 0& course,
willingly. But ofi course, being at Tale Lake it turned out to be a
di&lerent story. But there is also another problem.. .there was this
division where some people took one side and others decided that they
would consider themselves loyal and there was a lot of ill feelings, you
know, between the two. That has not, you know, been cleared and it still
persists. That is a very painful thing even now and i£ we bring it up,
we would still take the same sides, and...

RM Are you saying that Japanese Americans are still split on this?

KF: Oh yes.
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KF:

KF:

KF:

KF:

KF:

Those who were not at Tule.. .those who satd yes-yes, 4till are, how
4hould one, 4ay, 4teer away from ...

light. And they are planning a Tale. Lake. Reunion In Sacramento thl4
4ummer and when | 4aw the program | didn't want to register, because |
know they ojie trying to be very, what do you. nail, ecumenical on what,
trying to Include everyone who went.. .had went to Tule Lake and that
would Include a lot of people who were there and then went out as

loyal American Citizens, But you know, even at this date, | don't

know them and | don’t wish to meet them socially, you know. 1| don't
know, maybe 1t’4 something that | canny within myself, but Il this was a
neunlon of those who nemalned at Tule Lake, then | would go, but I

don't think...1 don’'t want to 4pend money to be dancing and having a
gneat time with these othen people, with whom I don’t hold 4Imllan
political vlew?s. 1 think oun politic* I* a”ected by what we experienced
during the camp.

In what way? | would be Interested.

Well, | think those who declared themselves loyal would be mone conser-
vative, more successful, perhaps, materialistically, you know, would be
mone pno-Reagan, maybe, you know, and | don't like those people.

They one, how should we say, nlght-wingens?

Right. Mone conservative, mone nepubllican, mone establishment. And

I don't have fnlends like that. | don't associate with people like that.
And X don’t know, this Is only my point of view. | feel that the same
way as | did In Tule Lake, even now. We have three boys and | certainly
do not want them to be drafted. And they have to neglsten and maybe
they should, especially since Reagan has now said he |Is going to carry

on the draft. | don't believe In wars and | don’t believe In people

you know, fighting for Reagan and his policies and so, It still carries
on, I'mstill the same | must admit.

Well, | can’'t speak with any authority here, but | 've gathered that that
feeling persists more strongly In California, around the West coast.

Oh, probably.

| was startled here In St. Louis. | Interviewed., .first | Interviewed a

man who had been a very..he said his best friend at Tule Lake was Mr. Best,
the project director, you know. And | was astonished. And he was supposedly
so pro-administration that he was second on the list of Inu after Hltoml,

you know, who was killed. And then he helped the administration making
speeches to the people, "get out - get out.”" This gentleman Interestingly
though, he recommended a friend of his who plays mah jong with him, and

| Interviewed the friend and | found out, that the friend had been a

member of the Sokoku Selnen dan.

Oh, Is that so?

And had repatriated to Japan for seventeen years and then come back here.
And 1 thought, my goodness, such opposites becoming friends. Isn’t that
Interesting?
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KF: Thatls veny Intonesting. And you know, we heand about tnu and we
heand about, you know people, hating the tnu and we wonen't neatly sune.
We thought tt was mone heansay on numon.. .thene Mas so much numon tn
camp, and yet, you know, latan we ;Ind thenc wane a Tot oh people Mo
coopenated with the administration and spied on us and all tints stufifi
that Me fand latan. So that the situation Mas...well, you knoM, Me Mene
up against a tot ofi thtngs.. .During the negtstnatton that Mas such a tnauma.
We Menent sune Mhat Mas night on wrong and 1 don't knoM, Me just &ollowed
hoM Me &ett, and also Me Mondened Mhat some of oun intends Mene dotng and
you knoM, mainly Me just Ment Mtth hoM Me fialt. And ny father Mas outside
and he Mtshed that Me Mould negtsten and Me Mould leave the camp, because
he himself Mas at the mency da Mhtte nunsas and doctons, because he Mas
outside.

RM  Hom did that happen?
KF: Well, he had TB.
R\ Oh, | see, and so he Masn't evacuated.

KF: He Masn't evacuated and he Mas thene and 1 think people knew that fits
{iamity Mas in Tule Lake, and in Callaonnta and anound Mhane Me Mene,
you knoM, Mond Mas out that Tule Lake Mas the camp fan disloyal Amanlcans.
And so I'msune that he naally sufaered because of this.

RW  Wane you sent to Tule Lake night away on wane you at anothen centen?
KF: Ho, we wane at Tule Lake {rom the veny beginning.

RW.  Fnom the veny beginning?

KF.  Ho, we wane out {rom the countny. And we wane In the Assembly Centen and faom
thane we went to Tule Lake. We wane thene all duning the duration, and
we even went thnough the nenundatlon and that was anothen, you know,
stupid thing that we got caught Into doing, and pantly It was oun stupidity,
but It was also, you know, fanced on us by the, you know, the Congness and
the people In powon.

RV When | was thane, | got the impnesslon that the stupidity o{ at one time
saying people wane able to nenounce.. .citizenship...and slanting haanlngs
and at the same time the WRA heads announcing that they one opening the coast
and that people should relocate; that people got terribly scaned. They
thought that Il they went out, they would be assaulted and killed. And
I know some people nenounced theln citizenship, just to be able to stay In
camp.

KF: Vos, a{ter so many yeans In camp, you know, one becomes a dlfaenent panson.
Because only a{tan we came out o{ camp, did we nealize how dl{{enent it
was outside and wished that we had le{t camp, because camp was a veny
di{{enent place {rom the outside. And I know that psychologically we wane
not nonmal. And whenevan we wane up against some kind o{ pnoblam, you
know, the envinonment a{faded the way we make decisions and we neacted.
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Kf:

RIO:

KF:

RIC:

KF:

R(:

KF:

KF:

KF:

KF:

KF:

KF:

Wc. SOKt ofi accepted th<4 Situation, beCOUSe we COdidn't do Otherwise.
And we had. to live day afaer day, live tn that condition and those

dust storms...

...and the. mud.

Yeah, but the. dust storms that | can remember, that was so miserable.
There was nothing we could do about It. It's like the rain and mudslides
now, heat. We would plan on something exciting far a day and all ofi
sudden we would have these tremendous dust storms and everything would
be ruined.

You couldn't breathe.

Frankly 1 think | should have le{£ early, but when | applied far reloca-
tion, the students were the filrst to go. But when I applied, they told
me that | had to have a thousand dollars.

Really'.

Yes, because they wanted to be sure that | would be able to take care
of myselfa and so...

This was the administration told you that? My gosh.

Yes, the people whu were In charge ofi student relocation. They said,
"Vo you have a thousand dollars In your account?” And | sold, "No."
Then he sold, "Well, we can't even encourage you to go." And so |
took that as a fact and decided that was out far me, you know, | was
young, 1 was college material, and so | was ambitious and | wanted to
go out, but then when | was told that...all my ambitions were dashed.
How did you manage to get out then?

| didn't. | was In camp until they let me out.

You wanted to relocate...

I wanted to relocate.

At what time was that?

This was very early

And they wouldn't...

Yeah, not unless you had money, you know, to take with you.

Yes, that's right and then at the end they were pushing everybody out.
Tn the end they tried to push everybody out. But at filrst they were very
cautious, because It was sort ofi an experiment, to send the students

out - to see how they were accepted and so farth. O course, you know, |
didn't have that kind ofi money and we came faom a larm... A thousand
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RW  Ves. It would be tike five thousand now.

KF: Ves, {jon us, there were ;evened. others In the family. And then also
another thing la, | had training In Japanese language, more ao than a
lot of the people who served In the language services, MIS and thoAe thingA.
At that point | was better trained than they were. Almost to a point
where | could Instruct othefts, and ao | could have uAed that training
and ability oa, you know, In that Aefivice, but all this came to me
much laten after | had done all these other thingA, which had disquali-
fied me from going out. | don't know, | don't regret what | did, but
I don't know, maybe It could have been bettefi.

RM  Vou know, | am curious how then did you manage when you did go out?

KF:  Well, when | finally came out | came out without my dtlzenAhlp. And

ao Aome thingA wefie cloAed to me unleAA | lied. And In Aome cases | lied.
But | woa able to go to UC In California, because the President, Gordon
Sproul, | think was very pro-Japanese American...

RW  Ves, he was one of the few people who came out and protested the evacuation,
you Kknow.

KF: So | think | woa able to go, pretending | was a regular Atudent, otherwise,
If | aaid | had no dtlzenAhlp | would have to pay non-resident fee, In
which caAe | wouldn't have been able to go. But because of Sproul, that was
open, but there were other thingA | was Interested In — Foreign Service
that was closed to me without citizenship and of course they would check
on my records. And there were all kinds of other things. Even though I
graduated from school, UCLA, | felt tht, you know, Jobs In teaching or
other jobs were closed. So | came to Berkeley to, you know, bide my time,
because at the time there was a laic suit going where we were trying to
recover our dtlzenAhlp and so 1 spent several more years until | finally
recovered my citizenship, and then | was free to pursue my career or
whatever. But | felt that | wasted some time there.

RW.  That really Is kind of outrageous. Gosh.
KF: Veah, but. . . [laughs]

RW  [laughs] Well, J...how should | say...| do thank you for what you have told
me here.

KF:  Well, I've told you just about everything anyway, but you know with the
preface that | didn't really want to tell you. [laughs] But, yeah, | mean,
If you feel that | still feel bitter about It, | do. And yet, you
know, I've been able to live with It and make adjustments. I'm a professional
librarian and | have been able to support a family and also pursue my
Interests as a writer, actor, and playwright.

RW That's fine.
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KF: Yes, so | don't {eel too bad. |I've, gotten my education enough, that you.
know, | went to UCLA and then | went to Cat. and went back to get my
llbnany degree, so that | could get a job. And I don't {eel that | want
to go anymore. | didn't neatly cane {on the academic tl{e, 40 being
mone o{ an antist, | {eel pnetty good. | {eel good about my {jamity and
40 It Is alt night.

RW. Okay. | dothank you. Evenypennon I...onewonden{ulthing Is that you.
might belntenested In this - You know as4octal4dentists one should,
look {on genenalltles and you. know, It'a like a lovely piece o{ potteny.
Each one has Its own Individuality and they one human beings. And so
I{ | do wnlte anything on It, this Is what |'m going to emphasize.

KE: Oh good. I wish you a lot of luck.

RWM  The same to you and thank you kindly.

Kf:  You'ne welcome. It's been a pleasune.

Rd: Good night.
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Koshiro Furakawa
Soshi.ro Kurakawa was 1? or 20 years old at the tine of the evacuation.
km He was, at first, reluctant to talk to me, explaining: "l don’t want to be
used by a professor who is out to advance himself or herself.” 1 thereupon
offered to tell him some of the genera 1 impressions | had gained from
my previous interviews. AaxnwaxcenxkrxK He agreed with all of them, and,

as we conversed, he began to tell me about some of his experiences. He told

SiiiEBixaitoxhxaxaxntnxIxatnStiikKxiake me that soon after his arrival at

Tule Lake, he had tried to relocate. But the people in charge of student
relocation
had asked him, Do you have a thousand dollars in your account.”
He said, "No.» They said,”IMKXiiraMX£ Well, we can’t even encourage you
to go./”Mt the end of our talk, 1 asked him,"You know, 1 °m curious,adsxadc

how did you manage when you did get out. He replied;
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yfij] Well, when | £¢natty came out X came out without my citizenship, And so some things
I were closed to me unless | tied. And in some cases X fteci, Bat V was able to go to
UC In CallioAnla, because the pAesldent, QoAdon SpAoul, | think. was veny pAO-Japanese
American, , I

Gme jrou fii Wi oo orpornr \QV S who clone out and pAotested the epamt”™tojri,. yg.vC touix

So X think | was able to go, pAetending X was. a AegutaA student, otherwise, i{ X

¢caid X had no citizenship | would have to pay non-Aes.ldeht fiee, In which cate X
wouldn't have been able to go. But because oi SpAoul, that m 1. openf/&at theAe weAe
other thinga X was InteAested In — JoAelgn Service that was closed to me, without
citizenship and oi couAse they would check on my recoAds., And theAe were all kinds

oi otheA things, Even though X gAaduated iAom school, UCLA, X ielt that, you know, jobs
In teaching oa otheA Jobs weAe closed. So X came up to Berkeley to$ you know, bide my
time, because at the time theAe wes a taw Ault going wheAe we weAe trying to AecoveA
our citizenship and so X spent seveAal more years until X finally AecoveAed my (citizen-
ship, and then | was {Aee to pursue my caAeeA oa whateveA, But X ielt that X wasted
some time theAe,

R2w; That Aeally”Is'klhaoi outkagedutT Go&h,

VKF: Veah, but, i T(QLaighs)_

T .

RWm (laugfrsy M M, 1 how AhoutdX'saii-, , ,T  “thank-you ionhywhat yoOThave told me
*heAe, Cmii<**

ue told* you-~Just aboutye&enything anyway, but you know withithe'pAdiace that
fTl dtrtPl2 m iiy UTOTW "ten jffll, Ufggftast But? ym *nlmmmnjj %i you ieel that X
istill ieel bltteA about It, 1 do. And yet, you know, I've been able to live with It
and make adjustments, I'm a pAoiesslonat tIbAOAlan and | have been able to suppoAt a
liamlly and also pursue my InteAests as a WAIteA, actor, and playwAlght,

KF: j So 1 don't ieel too bad. I've gotten my education enough, that/you know, | went
to UCLA and then X went to Cal, and went back to get my library degAee, so that X
could get a job. And X don’t ieel that 1 want to go anymore, X didn't Aeally caAe
I0A the academic Hie, sotbelngfmoAe oi an artist, | ieel pAetty good, X ieel good
about my iamlly and so ‘It Is all night.

N -jjo thank yafc* ~f-veALLJQenson 1. , ,onepgq”~Tkil thing Is that you might be
AvieMratn this - -You knowassocial”® sclenttsHoij*should look ioAgeneralities and
so on, out the marveloja”thlhg A. tcU~~gto peopire"\sthat everuypneNys...diiierent
and you/know, It's tw i a lovely ple<Xe oi pottery, Eatngne has. ItsiFtwn Individuality
and they are human beings,fond so li | do write anyMXng”on It, this Is what I'm
going/to emphasizey /

/

KF: Oh good, X wisjnlyou. a lotjbi luck,
RW: The\same to you and thank you kindly,

KF:  You'. ome. It's (been a pleasure.
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Lillian Noma
Miss Noma was 21 years old at the time of the evacuation” WtKgWwaof««t
~employed at the state capital. After PEarxix Pearl Harbor she
received a letter '"saying that try presence was very upsetting to my co-workers
because of ny Japanese descent ahd that hereby imwaamteafemg they were terminating
my employment.”™ She and her family were.sent to the Tule Lake Relocation
Center. At Tule Lake she was married. Early in 1MU6 she and her xx husband
relocated to New York City, where her husband had been promised a job by the
War Relocation Authority.
We went to New York City,xxji and, of course, I could find a job. But he
was promised a job that never iamthfflivBaim materilaized. That was WRA. They
wanted you to get oui” of camp.
Well, 1 found an JSMts office job right away, but kxXxk what could he
do with a Japanese college education - he became a bus boy. He did
lapidary work for a sbcxks wiafanffioi while, but that was dying out. So he
did restaurant®and bus boy work. And thews he checked around with the
Japanese Buddhist Temple ahd found they wanted domestic work.
I wasn’t feeling well yet from my operation and the fact that 1
couldn’t have children was a psyhological.~. emotional thing.
* (#4
So he took rixxkKxx domestic work and.went to Fall River, MassachA-
setts. And the work was too heavy™ 1 had to cook for a family of £
children and a couple, and they brought home a mother from an insane
asylym. And then, the children were college students who woul d bring
home guests. So, since my brothers had relocated to Cleveland, we came
here because my femmfetammamaammmtiaBua parents were here.
And then, my marriage didn’t work out, and | was divorced. After
7 years 1 remarried®” and 1 have been married for. the past 20 years.
My husband is an engineer, and | have worked as a secretary all these

years. This is my 35th year.
if *
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LN. I1fm sorry 1 didn"t jTMW»wwWfKF wten fisx Wataru wrote to me. . . even now, people
just because of your oriental features, you’re not considered an American.
RH: Well, by me you are. (laughs®

IN: (laughb) well, ~ that’s the way it.goes.



