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May 10, 1943

Art Linkletter
Anselmo
ancisco, California

¥Mr. Linkletter:

received your phone call of May 4 inviting

man to participate in one of your Tuesday
programs. I believe May 18 was sug-

as the best possible date for both you and

However, at the mom » Mrs. Kingman is en
route to Los Angeles on mmittee business and will

return on the morning of the seventeenth, at which
time she will get in touch with you immediately.

For months your radic programs have helped to
inform listeners of the facts behind many important
issues, and this seems to be another step in the
right direction toward an interesting program and
a well informed public. Mrs. Kingman will be glad
to hold open the evening of May 18.

Sincerely yours,

Joan N. Stout
S8ecretary to Mrs. Kingman




LOS ANGELES PUBLIC LIBRARY

==t
Lieis! A ng eiles, Cualifiornia
JOHN MUIR BRANCH LIBRAKY
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 1005 WES1 64th STREET

LOS ANGELES, i-: CALIFORNIA
E. N. Martin May 5, 1943,
Reynold E. Blight

&

‘ 2 3
- /b Executive Secretary
7V7 ’1 Pacific Coast Committee on American Principle
of Fair Play
2207 Union Street
Berkeley, Californla

Dear Sir:

Mrs. Theodore Eckerson of our advisory
board tells me thet your group has a statement
concerning the current attitude toward Japanese-
Americens, which might well be presented to our
recently-formed community forum.

Discussion at an April mseting centered on
"Japan and the Japanese" and showed a wide range
of opinion and some misinformation.

We shall welcome any materials you may at

any time wish to send us for presenting to this
group. And we wish you well of your efforts.

Yours sincerely,

Ko

([ NIQCY
(Mps.) Ione Morrison Rider
Branch librarian.

CITY LIBRARIAN
Althea Warren




Hay 10, 1843

bor of May Se

5o Kingman is out of twon at the

from Seattle to Los Angeles, and
will, therefors, not be able o answer your letter
directly at this time.

However, she plans o return on the
seventeenth; and I will bring your

attention at that time, so that she may answer
immediately.

Very sincerely yours,

Joan N. Stout

Secretary to Mrs, Kingman




Hoyi24, 1943

Miss Ione Rider

Branch Librarian,

John ¥uir Branch

Los Angeles Public Library,
Los Angeles, Califonfia

Dear Mzs. Rider:

Upon mp return from a trip to Seattle and Los Angeles,

my attention was called to your letter of May 5, in
which you sugestedthat we might wish to dend you some

of the materials which we have sent out from time to time

I shall be delizhted to put you on our mailing list,and
80 be sure that you receive all future releases. I am
enclosing one or two thinge which you may find helpful
So far much oi our time has been spent in

8¢ the releases have not been sent out regularly.
However, the enclosed material will be seXf explznatory,
andl trust that the material we are able to send out

in the future will prove helpful.

uTrs.

enclosures
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May 6, 1943

Mrs. Ruth Kingman
535 San Luls Road
Berkeley, California

Lngman

was disappointed that you were not able to confer
with me further, particularly because you were calling
in behalf of a group of distinguished citizens of
California, who are so earnestly desirous of worki
out a just solution of the problem of the Japanese
this country.
I believe strongly that it will not be possible for the
various conflicting elements to themselves arrive at
the solution of what we are to do about the problem.
There is, 1n my opinion, just one agency that is organized
and able to act with all the authority of the United
States government, and that is the Congress of the United
States.

That is why I favor the proposal of Congressman Henry M.
Jackson to set up a special sub-committee to make such
an investigation. The writer recommends that your group
endorse the creation of such a committee, and notify
your members in Congress accordingly.

Sincerely,

Miller Freeman M

i I




United States
of America

PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 78”]

- Congressional Record

CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION

of the J

in America

SPEECH
OF

HON. HENRY M. JACKSON

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
February 23, 1943

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
previous order of the House,
man from Washington [Mr.
recognized for 15 minutes

(By unanimous consent, Mr. JACKSON
Wi g d permission to revise

xtend his remarks.)

Mr. JACKSON. Mr. Spea I have
today introduced a resolution, asking
that a special committee of the House
be set up to investigate J. tivi-

in the United States and its pos
sions. I have requests d that this com-
mitiee dir i
'md “]1 "("

Under
the gentle-
Jackson] is

toward the e
policy tow 1
dents of the Unite:
"IJL"l'II“'i‘H&] possessions

d o

infiltration—infiltratic
of our econcmie, polit
structure. i

have utilized their fr

eat Pacific

olled much of t

ness althoug!
vhite mansager v
front for them with the general public.
They lowered prices to their own coun-
trymen in the fresh produce and vege-
table field, forcing out their white com-
petition, only to raise prices as soon as
they had monopolized this sphere of
business. Always they had prominent
civic leaders as their attorneys, paying
them on a retainer basis. Whenever a
situation came up in which they were
interested, they had only to contact
these individuals with their specious rea-
sons to have them immediately come
forward in their interest. Investiga-
514609—1333

| The

tion will show that Japanese consuls in
our large cities lavished exXpensive and
sumptuous gifts on a great number of
prominent citizens at Christmas and
other appropriate occasions.

I wish to make it clear here that I do
not intend to indict the great majority of
these individuals because I am positive
there was no disloyalty to their country
in their minds. However, because their
actions were unintentional, does not alter

the fact that they were of great impor- |

tance and value in the subtle propagan-
dizing efferts of the Japanese nation and

bled them to exert an unbelievable |

it of influence on the economic,
and social life of the
coast region.

After my study of this question, I wish
to assure the Members of this House
that there is not the slightest doubt in

y mind but that the Japanese consul,
taking his orders directly from To“yu,
ruled the Japanese colonies in our coun-
fry with an iron and dictatorial ha nd;

S rhangcd and a new con-

, bearing direct orders from

on of Heaven” in Tokyo. He di-
the establishment of Japanese

ge schools; he managed the com-
ted Japanese gt system
ough the , owned and
i d of the Samurai.

e was the fountain-

M‘h flowed all directives to

h alien and native |

also Lh(‘ center
to
e all U‘L’ da h \\hl(‘h th 3.hp—
e were able to gather regarding ou
1‘*' fic coast line and the isles and inlets
of the Alaskan Peninsula.
Let me outline briefly to you a few of
the nples of Japanese infiltration
actics which have recently come to light.
ost striking example, in my opin-
ion, is a fact recently brought out by Mr.
Miller Freeman, of Seattle, Wash., pub-
lisher of eight trade journals and who is
undoubtedly one of the greatest experts
on the Japanese problem in our country.
He points out that in the China Club of
Seattle, Wash., which has an eXecutive
board composed of 29 members, 11 mem-
bers are listed in the 1942 roster of offi-
cers and members of the Japan Society of
Seattle. How ironic it is that with China
and Japan having been at war for over
5 years, such a large majority of the
directors of the China Club and the

Pacific

| No. 1, our so-called ally,

Japan Club should belong to both organ-
izations.

I wonder also if you gentlemen know
that immediately after Pearl Harbor, sev-
eral Japanese organizations turned over
to the American Red Cross a number of
bandages, medical supplies, and other
material fashioned by Japanese socie-
ties. They attempted to obtain wide
publicity and made great fanfare about
their patriotism at that time, neglecting,
however, to mention that all their
plies up to that date had been forwarded
to the Japanese military machine. They
neglected, also, to mention that it was
necessary for them to remove the bills
of lading from the material which they
donated to our Government because it
had been addressed previously to Tokyo.

The War Relocation Authority and the
Federal Reserve Bank Board now have
all the information regarding the finan-
cial assets and economic enterprises of
the Japanese in this country. Now that
we are at war with Japan, we need not
be concerned with diplomatic niceties.
Is there any reason why this informa-

hould not be made available to the

? Do not the Ameri-

can people, and particularly the resi-
dents of the Pacific coast, have the right
to know the extent of the economic

domestic

? I for one mu

an people have a right to be fully
1ed on this subj

Let me point out also here Lh'&t these
are not recent developmen
strategy. he Jar
tactics for many
ago, our able coll

coun
Am

Seventy-
World War
Japan, owned
two airplane plants in the State of New
Jersey which were employed on Gov-
ernment contracts. These two plants
were the Standard Aircraft Corporation
and. the Standard Aero Co., which were
in the control of Mitsui & Co., the fiscal
agents of the Japanese Government at
that time. Japan, therefore, had access
to our most advanced secret military in-
formation regarding that vital military
weapon, the airplane. Under orders
from Tokyo, this company actually
shipped a number of complete airplane
engines to Japan for study and imita-
tion at the height of this war. It has
even been reliably reported that Jap
emissaries applied at that time to

eighth Congres
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Thomas Edison, head of the United
States War Invention Board, to share in
all the technical military information
available to this country.

Despite the enlightening ¢xposé made
by the gentleman from Michigan, Con-
gressman WOODRUFF, and despite the fact
further investigation showed the Jap-
anese had not only stolen our military
secrets but while so doing had milked
the United States Treasury of over
$16,000,000, I can find no evidence to
demonstrate that any successful effort
was ever made to follow up these events
and to receive an accounting from the
Japanese nation.

Those who have read the White Paper
of the State Department, outlining our
Nation’s course of diplomacy with Japan
prior to Pearl Harbor, find it difficult to
understand why the American people
were left so much in the dark as to the
actual trend of diplomatic events in that
area. I venture to say that if the true

facts are brought out r the in-
adequacy of our llJ\Jl mn” lig uxu in the
Pacific a \.111 find

rited 5» ates Cr ,‘\L
and Geodetic Surv

In my mind there is no question but |

that the same pro anese influences

which sted in this country prior to

Pear]l Harbor still , although they

have temporarily

believe the inves

activity during thes
514609—1333

many years in our

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD

country will bring out a number of star-
tling revelations which will materially
assist us in the prosecution of the
present war. Mme. Chiang Kai-shek
quoted a Chinese proverb in her recent
address to this House: “Know thyself;
know thy enemy.” I do not believe that
either the American people, the Mem-
bers of Congress, or even the military
authorities can fully understand the
Japanese conflict in all its aspects with-
out knowing more fully what has been
the history of pre-war infiltration and
propagandizing in this country. If we
fully study and analyze their mode of
econd-front activity in this country, we
will better be able to conduct the present
war to a successful and speedy conclu-
sion. Armed with this information, we
will realize the necessity for diverting a

greater portion of our military might to |

the war in the Pacific before they have

been able to consolidate the vast indus-

trial and economic empire they have
recently taken over.

Even a dilettante student of history
knows Japan, although nominally one of
our allies in World War No. 1, did

ly nothing for the common
t conflict. Th

they fortif

mic develor
World War.
llies in

de with her
However, in tt
seems about to succumb to w
ned Allied milit: ¥
2t that
sion to save her own ¢
nan, in view of what
ired in the past and
nay anticipate,
nt and imme-

event

\\IDL QON of California. Mr.
11 gentleman yield?

of the Japane
during the
the ntleman give the
tude on the
project of deve
| within our own

untry not only
r the war. i
House h

unit
armed services?

Mr. JACKSON. I might say to the
gentleman that I have not gone into that
matter in any great detail. We all know,
however, that it is one which requires
the greatest precaution. From what we
have been able to gather up to date I
think it is pretty clear that th: Japanese
we trusted most are those who often
proved to be the most treacherous.

The SPEAKER. The time of the gen-
tleman has expired.

Mr. ANDERSON of California. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
the gentleman may proceed for 2 ad-
ditional minutes.

The SPEAKER. Without objection, it
is so ordered.

T‘lcle was no objection.

. ANDERSON of California. Does
not :h(z gentleman believe that the ut-
most care must be taken in separating
the wheat from the chaff, so to speak,
before any Japanese in this country are
permitted to join our armed forces?

"KSON. That is right. I do

y it is possible for the War

Authority or any other

branch of U'v C; vern t to determine
12l Japanese on

n we now have

e pcople out

just as I do.
zht,

peaker, will the

The gentleman knows
r of Japa~-
and who
Qa1
* going into
hat is right.
are now in the

will

Speaker,

gentleman, I

g ommittee to

; is that correct?

.I“ K ON ; I may say that
of the Japanese problem

1 believe the gentle-

s proposing a very good line of

, but T see the gentleman from

1es] present, and I wonder

if this does not come within the purview

k of the Dies committee.

I may say to the gen-

man from Tennessee in that connec-

i that what I propose is a study of the

whole Japanese question, not just the

matter of the subversive side of it with

which the gentleman from Tex inter-

ested. The committee that I propose is

of much broader scope than that of the
Dies committee.

U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1543




May 10, 1943

Reverend Stephen O. Peabody
First Congregational Church
Third and San Antonio Streets
San Jose, California

Dear Dr. Peabody:

Thank you very mach for your recent cor-
respondence.

Mrs. Kingman ie, at the moment, traveling
from Seattle to Los Angeles. Upon her return
in about oo weekd, I shall bring your letter
to her attention eo that she may answer it
immediately.

Very sincerely yours,




Nay 10, 1943

Mrs, Anna E, Harris
222 West Euelid
Stockton, California

Dear Mrs, Barris:
Stopping in at my office for a fow hours between

trains, I find your letter of May 5 asking me to
speak in Stockton on May 20,

Angeles, I am not swre
thet times In faet, if I
should return, I have other appointments which will
hold me in the Bay Area over Nay 20.

I an very sorry that I can not meet with yowr Stockton
group as wa are eager to re the le in that eity
as co rding the
American

sincerely yours,
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¥rs. Ruth W. Kingmsn




DOROTHY ELDERDICE
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(Uptocrts Cppaneds of—Chiat /r//o% MZZ{

75 W. GREEN STREET WESTMINSTER, MARYLAND

way 98,1949

My dear lir.Fisher:

Thank you very muchh for the concise,ili-
luminating ansers you gave to my questions for-
warded you by Mrs.Douglias. Along with your article
in The Christian Century thevetwere of inestimable
help when I gave my 50 minuse report on The At-
tide of the Church toward Japgnese American Re-
settlement. At the conclusion of my taik our com-
mission unanimousliy adoptec the enciosed recom-
mendations for submission to tne Conference which
meets at Hoou next wmehth. I plan to take your
letter with me there to continue its gooa work.

This week I am trying to resettle here
two Japanese American ceauty operators anc one
Japanese American farm family. Mrs.Douglas's
daughter,Chariotte Susu-lMago,is co-operating at
Rivers,Arizona. The employers-to-be are enthusi-
astic obut thne building of community sentiment
is slow work. While we dol not have to contend
with orientai race prejudice herg the war has
given us a plentiful crop of super patriots
wno enjoy spy hunting and iose no opportunity to

echoGen.DeWitt, "A Jap's a Jap!™®

el

Mrs.Douglas has written so enthusiastically
about your work that I'm giau to make even a letter
acquaintance witn you. If you ever decide to or-
ganlize an eastern ktrancin of The Fair Play Committee
4 should be delighted to co-operate.

Very gratefuily,

Doyg_hr\Y F(-d'eytll'c—'c




Tue NatioNnaL CoNFERENCE OF CHRISTIANS AND JEWs, INC.
381 FOURTH AVENUE
New York

Al

v

OFFICE OF THE
PRESIDENT







L0 Y.

LOS ANGELES CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

May 11, 1943

To the Chambers of Commerce
of Southern California

Gentlemen:

We are advised by our Washington office that proposals are still
under active consideration to permit Japanese to return to
military areas of. the Pacific Coast. A group of our local people
have been called together to consider these proposals and they
believe the situation to be of sufficient importance to Justify

a determination of the sentiment and opinions which exist
throughout our coastal asreas.

Accordingly we would appreciate having the benefit of your
expression in answer to the following questions:

1. Does your organization believe it desirable that
Japanese who sre considered loyal to the United States
be permitted to return to Pacific Coast states during
the war?

Does the opinion expressed in answer to question #1
represent the attitude in the community or area which
your organization serves?

Would return, in your opinion, involve dangers to our
war operations?

Is there any probability that return of the Japanese
would jeopardize their personal safety?

Would their return cause resentment which would
interrupt war production?

Is it desired that Japanese be permitted to return so
that their labor may be utilized for:

(2} agriculture
(b) industry

We are enclosing a postal card with questions numbered as sbove.
We wil% appreciate your returning the questions checked "yes"

or "no".

If you prefer, we would be glad to have your answer by letter,
with a more comprehensive statement concerning these questions,
and other items which you think should be considered in connection
with this problem.

Since this matter is verK actively before officlals in Washington,
it 1s desirable that we have your response at an early date.

Sincerely,
34-138 LEONARD E. READ
Encl. General Manager
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J. H. McCrACKEN, President

Orrice oF THE SUPERINTENDENT
N. D. Myers
Malaga Cove School
Telephone Redondo 7205
"

Reply to
Box 876
Palos Verdes Estates

WaLTER REEsE, Clerk

Palos Terdes School District

PALOS VERDES ESTATES
CALIFORNIA

James R. Frieno, Trustee

Scumoors
Maraca Cove
Via Almar and Via Arroyo,
Palos Verdes Estates
MIRALESTE
Via Canada and Via Picardie,
San Pedro







A MEMBER OF THE YOUNG WOMEN'S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

( m Boung THomen’s Christian Asgociation
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EXECUTIYE, COMMITTEE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

FRANK HERFYN Smrta, Chairman Gorpon K. CHAPMAN
GALEN M. FIsHER Room 207, Board of National Missions
C. S. REIFSNIDER 228 McAllister Street

PROTESTANT CHURCH COMMISSION  sin rescico, Catrni
Coorshitie B FOR JAPANESE SERVICE

Americsn Bubls Soclety, = Agency of National Church Councils Presbyterian Church in U. S. A.
Northern Baptist Convention -
c sonal Chirch and the Japanese Churches Protestant Episcopal Church

S Sis b By Reformed Church in America
Disciples of Christ 2
% Gl s R 4 btk Salvation Army

vangel lc}: da.n 3 °"“]f u;c ) United Lutheran Church
Free Methodist and Holiness Churches Y. M.C. A.

Friends
Y. W.C. A.
The Methodist Church May 17, 1943.

President Arthur Cushman McGiffert,
Pacific School of Religion,
Berkeley,

California.

Denr Dr. McGiffert:-

Tt is a pleasure to accept the invitation of the Fair Play
Committee to become a Contributing member and I enclose herewith a check
for $5.00,

In view of the fact that the Christiam Church is a most
important agency in all movements on behalf of American principles and
fair play, I am wondering whether it would not be the part of good strategy
to secure closer cooperstion between your Committee and representative
Church agencies. During my last tour of Relocation Centers several Japanese
inquired as to our relationship to your Committes and slso wanted to know
whether the Protesteant Church on the Pacific Coast was really backing this
movement, Some of your leading members are also included in the National
Couneil for Student Relocation, together with certain representatives of
Church agencies. I believe that this has been a decided advantage and there
is certainly no reason to indicate that the Churches have been w detrimental
to this movement, Even though the mein intention may be to enlist laymen
there are certainly a large number of leading men in our churches who
undoubtedly would be willing to serve.

T recognize, of course, that several churchmen are included
in your membership and this suggestion is not intended &s an intimation that
vour are not able to represent the churches. But es I have journied
throaghout the State I have become convinced that we are not utilizing the
churches as we should in combatin@ un-American movements. And the same appliéds
to the whole Pacific Coast. If your Committee is intended to represent this
area, then there are great possibilities in the enlistment of prominent
citizens who are also Christians.

With best wishes,

Very singerely yours

Grito, g







WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY

WASHINGTON

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR
1 ¢
:\l»n &V 19 13

Mrs. Ruth W. Kingman
Executive Secretary
Commi.ttee on American Principles

and Fair Play
2207 Union Street
Berkeley, California
Dear Mrs. Kingman:

In response to your wire of May 19, I am

sending you a copy of a letter I have sent to

Wialter Winchell concerming his broadcast of May 16.

Sincerely yours,

)%

Director

Enclosure
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'r Dillon 8. Myer - 2
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Charles Ernet, Director of Topaz. 1t was good to hear about
all of my Berkeley friends although, of course, it is not necess
ary to tell you that much of what I heard could not be con suered
pleasant. You have undoubtedly heard of the attack upon
Chiura Obata some weeks back. In fact, I remember spea
to you when you were in my office. I was relieved to hear Hr.
irnet's account, as I had feared thet some permanent ill effects
would in, 1 had hnd a full history of the thing fror
Obata' im 3 i naturally that was a bit more
color vd by feellnb, it dd‘f‘errd not too greatly from the "Admini=
ion" interpretation, It is interesting to me that at no
t me in the past year his young Obata seemed bm,tpr, but he is
truly alarmed now, withithis new development. He has written to
me to beg that we try to get his father out into some small sechool
in the Middle West, where he and ¥rs, Obata might live peacefully,
be able to contribute some calm and beauty to the
through his art.

I have conferred with Vice President Deutsch of the Ur
California, where Professor Obata is'a member of ti
on leave. Dr. Dammtsch has written to kr. John W
nore, Dr, Guy Snavely, Exeeculive Director of
and to President Donald Cowling of Cs
gestion of ‘Mr. George Rundquist, after a

s 1 wrote to the Friends' Service Commitiee,

haps through their Refuggee Placerment Cormittee
found for Professor Obata.  However, 3
discouraging, based upon the fsct that art teachers

sidered ”Pxpenuablos“ and none are now bei

{‘*ﬂ‘: ‘evnlc”n"
i ,.lu many of the ot 1
is conviction of loyalty 'to discz‘;mmzue au‘;n,
should be recognized. 1
can use its various
of whom can be of 1lue
erican Japsanes: in I osition
best n te ward the development of your
) 10t al C mmand the affge=
zens of Japanese extraction t he '“‘1" a
unique ability to translate and interpret the ‘rﬂt f his ow
culture to Caucasians (I“.ci"en‘,ally, he has some choice :"
stories which Nimrod himself could not match,)

This letter is much overlong. My only excuse i hat I had some=
thing to say, and feel that perhaps it is t et it al
at once, and then not bother you again

The present barrage of anti-Japanese propaganda very naturally
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carries over in the thinking of persons who cannot dissociate the
"Japs" from the Nisei. While it is quite obvious that you cannot
possibly attempt to answer all of the accusations and charges a
at the War Relocation Authority, it would certainly make our task
congiderably easgier if some refutation were made, and if the facts
supporting the refutation were made available to us who are irying
to channel the more intelligent thinking here on the Coast.
the wire I sent you ycsterday, I urged that some suck futation
de, as our office is deluped with requests for facts which our
bers are eager to use in support of your program, I'trust that
becoring tiresome on this public relations thing, but for

or another, I still feel that there lies the greatest

of WRA,

Ve




WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY

WASHINGTON

JUN 1 2 1943

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

Mrs. Ruth W. Kingmen

Cormittee on American Principles and Fair Play
Room 203

465 California Street

San Francisco, Celifornia

Dear Mrs., Kingmen:

Thank you for your fine letter of May 20, and I want to apologize
for not answering it sooner. Mr. Cozzens was in Washington last week,

and I had an opportunity to show it to him while he was here.

As you may know, we had all of our project directors and field
agsistant directors in Washington for a week and some of them for a
longer period of time, During their stay, some of Mr. Dies employees
and certain members of his committee have added & little spice to our
daily routine, not to mention the fact that we were engaged in present-
ing our budget to the House Appropriations Committee and had a hearing
before the California Congressional Delegation.

I was very much interested in your comments about your trip to
the northwest and particularly your visit with Mr. Freemsn. I was also
interested in your comments re ding Professor Obata, As you mey know,
he hes been living with Larry Tajiri in Selt Lake City and I sincerely
hope he will be able to find 2 spot where his services can be fully
utilized.

Incidentally, I wes recently presented with & painting of a sunset
at Topez done by Professor Obata., I also had the fun of taking Mike
Masaoka end three other boys to the White House to present another
painting by Obata to Mrs, Roosevelt. I am sure you would have enjoyed
seeing the side glances of the secret service staff and outer guards.

For your information I am attaching copies of press release which
we put out on May 31 in reply to certain charges by Mr. Stripling of the
Dies Committee, and & copy of a letter of June 2 to Mr. Dies, copies of
which were sent to all members of the cormittee. There has also been-
some correspondence with J, Parnell Thomas, a member of the Committee,
who sent & wire to President Roosevelt asking that the relocation pro-
gram be held up until they completed their investigation. In response,
I sent a short letter and he in turn wrote me a very vilifying letter.




We learned of his letter before it got into the press and therefore
were able to supply first hand facts to the press in reply to his
statements. Consequently, the press in utilizing excerpts from his
letter at thesame time utilized the information with which we had
provided them in reply to the Thomas letter. This was the first time
we have had an even break. Also attached is a copy of a wire to
Congressman Costello putting us on record in regard to the hearings
that are being conducted in Los Angeles.

In addition to that I visited some of the bers of the Dies
Cormittee relative to statements appearing in the newspapers that they
were alleged to have made, and received at least one letter confirming
the fact that these statements were not made. Accordingly, I think we
may be meking some progress in tying down wild quotes coming from repre-
sentatives of the committee.

I would like to cormment at length on & meeting with the Califormnia
Delegation but since this letter is already long, I suggest you get in
touch with Mr. Cozzens who will take great delight in telling you about
the meeting. From my standpoint it was eminently successful. e have
Congressmen Holifield to thank for making the arrangements, and he did
a very effective job. I am hoping to work out the same kind of & meet-
ing with the Oregon and Weshington Delegation reasonably soon,

With kindest personal regards.

Sincerely,

N
Directo; \/




May 19, 1943

Editor

South Street

You are to be congratulated upon the fine standards

your paper continues to hold before the Nisei. It is
encouraging to us to feel that such l=vel headed
leadership is of ed. It i g0 a challenge to us

that we shoudd remain & . 4 thinking and acting
as your ship riéghtfully asks of all fairminded

American
AmMET LCan

I have just returned from an organizational, trip to
Seattle (well set uy b; DOV O'Brien), Tacomap Portland,
and on down to Los A and am hapoy to report that
Fair P JTOUpPS are pi in all of those cities,
and in Studen ommun S s well. I Bhdallkkeep
you inform as the rouvb asveloo

As we enlarge O program and ach Or new
of reachir pupli X ing, i i 1atura l that
turn to the Nisei lver for help. Just now I
king : ! will make it possible
persons either still in
t just now, from members
ombat ant to 1 D d in West Coast papers.
1e present acu Le lutereut, we are confi dnht that
tque will receive wide circulation, notwithstanding the
general hostility or lukewarmness of the press at large.
The subjeet of the American Japanese is sufficiently "hot"
to warrant presentation.of any reaslly otitetanding writing
by one of their number. I feel thatthis material should
and must come from the Nisei.

n
e

I am writing to you for susgestiions as to whom I might




call upon for such material. I know Sgt. Yori Wada
of Camp Shelby, who did fine work on the Daily Califor-
nian when he was of the Editorial Staff, and who
edited his camp paper at Camp Robinson. I expect him to
give us something which I am confident that I can get
into the University of California Alumni Bulletin.
Can you suggest others? There could be a varliety of
subjects, either directly dealing with the future of
Americans of Japanese ancerstry, or with any other
post war suliject upon which one of your group is
particulatly well prepared to write. I do not need

t any of these things to you, who have a

far more acute than mine.

at do you think of the whole idea?

I note that you are ean@ing the Pacific Citizen to our
Headquerters in San Fran "e grea appreciate
this courtesy, tic inas much &8s my own private
copy, Wwhi nhave bee : y for my own files,
can now remain act. } to save redirect-
ing each py, 3 I I here to my
Executive Office, 82307 Union 8treet, Berkeley, where
most of the real work of the Committee is @onel

t- me express :my own- T sonal-a cia of the
ine coptripbution your
better-understandi of 3 probl )
the Hiseli. I only wish that the spirit f
to domingte its policies could be more widespread
thooughout the entire countyy, and that the fine,
high standards it is setting the Americans of
Japanese ancestry could permeate the thinking and
resulting action of ¢héigenry as = whole.

sincerely yours,




EnOlOSure--—covering story of meeting of National Association for the
Advancement 'of Colored People (NAACP) in Seattle, May 5, 1943

On the evening of May 5th the local NAACP was holding a meeting in a
small Negro Church. The speaker was Mrs. Mary Farquarson, former
8adée Penator, who had been asked to talk to them about the case, now
before the Supreme Court, involving the citizenship rights of

Gordon Hirobayashi, in whose defense she has becen active. Mrs. Far-
quarson made a v»ry complete presentation of the case, going over the
high points of the legal brief and also outlingng Gordon Hirobayashi's
background and eduovtion She ended by reading them a letter inwhich
he set forth his attitude in regard to his American mitizenship.

The Rev. F.W. Penick, qresident of the Seattle NAAGP rose to thank
her. Expressing their interest in the caseé of "This Gordon Hiro-*,
stumbling as so many o; ug do over the Japznese name , he smiled ahd
said, "Well , let's just call this boy Gordon, because it seems t o me
that what's happeni to Gordon can happen to any of us." So simply
and directly he ’ ) ﬂroolrm of the ri s of one minority
group with the prot 2 not T _Ame 2n Negro. “As lonr as
there are

are threatened”

Then he asked about the financing of the case. Did they have money
enought to Vaver LA” cost of taking it before the Supreme Court?

Taken by surpris Mre. Ferquarson tried to evede the question. 8he
had not come u‘crp to ask for help. She did not want to ask for money
from a gooup of about forty people, appsrantely just average citizens
of limited resources. But Mr. Penick was insistent. How much did they
need? And reluctantly she admitted that they were a few hunéred
dollars short.

Mr Penick seemed sure of his audience 58 he remarked that he didn't
see any reason why they couldnt raise $250.00 right there. "We

have a custom that%s different "he explained, "We don't like pledges
and signing things for the future, so we have a way, =& we say,

we 'lay it on the wood'®". His hand touched the top of the table

that stéod behind the simple altar. "I'll be the first" he told them,
laying a $5.00 bill 'on the wood'. "It's for Gordon, remember, and
for what Gordon is trying to do for us".

A secretarys treasurer was appoihted, and she took down the names
of the people as they quietly came forward, one after another,

in a simple , gobed way, crediting each with the ammount, none
large, which he or she 'lsid on the wood' for Gordon. In tem minutes
it was all over, and it lay there, apile of it, which, when finally
counted , came to $204. 35, given in understandin and sympathy

for the boy who, in fighting a fight for his own race, was waging

a kindred fight for all others.




May 31, 1943

220% Union Street
Berkeley, California,
May 21, 1943.

Mrs Alice Hoien
Routh 1, Box 171, Fowler, California

Dear Mre Hoien:

We are delighted that your newspaper committee is so entirely up
and coming. It is most encourgging to find that kind of work going
on. I am enclosing the information you requested, with a suggestion
as to how it might best be used, tho of course, you should feel
entirely free to use any method you wish.

It would appear advisable for several persons to write in, each in
angwer to the McClatchey letter, each covering one specific point,
possibly a day or two apart. I sljall send you, as soon as it momes
from Boalt Hall of Law} a short opinion on the subject of dual
citizenship which you will probably wish to send in at a later date.

May I suggest that each member of the Fair Play QCommittee in Fresno
write to your local Congressman, (Ibelieve it isMr.Gearheart) asking
him for the complete report from which I have quoted, expressing,

each in his or her own personal way their concern over the misquotation
of facts which you are concerned to have answered properly. He will

get the idea.

Keep it up.

Yery sincerely yours,

Mrs. Ruth ¥ Kingman




FOURTH INTERIM REPORT OF THE SELECT COMMITTE!
DEFENSE MIGRATION
House of Representatives, 77the Congress, 2nd Session
"Findings and Recommendations on Zvacuation of Enemy Aliens and
Others from Prohibited Military Zonesg".--—-
House Report #3124.

Japenese in Oalifornia. (Figuree tzken from
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Mr. Miller Freeman
71 Colimbia Street
Seattle, Washington

Dear Mr. Freeman:

I, too, was disappointed that we could not continue
our conversations while I was in Seattle. Feeling
that there were areas of agreement upon which we
could base such further consideration of the questiens
concerning the problem of the Japanese in America,

I am sure that further discussion would prove helpful.

One of thaése areas lies in our mutual conviction that
the agency best organized to act with the necessary
authority in any investigation, worth the name, of
such a specialized subject, is the Congress of the
United States.

I shall bring the matter before the Executive Committee
when it meets next week, and feel sure that we shall
make some recommendation following that meeting.

I shall be happy to inform you of our action at that

time, and look forward to reporting to the Committee
our conversation in Seattle.

Very sincerely yours,

Mrs. Ruth W Kingman




Mr, Francis P,
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War Activities Committee

CO-ORDINATING COMMITTEE
GEORGE ]. SCHAEFER, Chairman
ARTHUR L. MAYER, Treasurer
Francis S. HARMON, Co-ordinator
Wavrron C. AMENT, Chairman

e el Division, ex officio

Oscar A. Doos, Chairman Public Relations

Division, ex officio

S. H. FABIAN, Chairman Theatres
Division, ex uﬁum

., Chairman Hollywood

MARTIN anxn Chairman Trade Press
Division, ex officio

PHILIP REISMAN, Chairmen Foreign Managers
Division, ex oﬁluo

WiLriam F. Ropgers, Chairman Distributors
Division, ex officio

KenNETH THOMSON, Chairman Hollywood
Victory Committee, ex officio

ApoLPH ZUKOR, CI
Division, ex officio

irman Drives

EDWARD ARNOLD
BARNEY BALABAN
NATE J. BLUMBERG
JosepH H. HAZEN
ED\\‘ARI\ L. KUYKENDALL
ABE L

MyERs
A\')mm H. PooLr
HErRMAN ROBBINS
NicHOLAS M. SCHENCK
SPYROS P. SKOURAS
WALTER VINCENT
R. B. WiLsY
NATHAN YAMINS

The Warner Bros.

leased. I ve

more

not seen it.

MoTioN PicTURE INDUSTRY

1501 BROADWAY, NEW YORK

TELEPHONE: WISCONSIN 7-9350

Office of the

Executive Vice-Chairman
Francis S. Harmon

June 1, 1943
Arthur L. Mayer
S. H. Fabian

Herman Gluckman

Mr. Harry L. Kingman

[ C.A. of the University
of California

Stiles Hall

227 Union Street
Berkeley, California

Dear Mr. Aingman:

Your letter of
me in Hollywood just reaches
full time to the war work of
ture industry.

May Z22nd addressed to
me. I am giving
the motion pic-

0 picture
production,
letter to

With respect to the
which you state soon goes into
I would suggest that you address a
the RKO Studio on this subject and send a copy
of it to Mr. Joseph I. Breen, Director, Produe-
tion Code Administration, 5504 Hollywood Blvd.,
Hollywood, California. If Dr. Robert G.

Sproul wrote this letter in his capacity as
honorary chairman of the Committee on American
Principles and Fair Play, it might be even
impressive.

picture AIR FORCE
You know,

has already been re-
of course, that films of

this kind are usually made with the cooperation of the branch of
the armed services whose personnel is shown in the picture.

Thank you for writing me about this
to be in Hollywood June 11th to 20th and will be

I expect
to discuss

matter.

the question further with my friends there.







George E Rundquist
48th Avenue
York City, NY.

Dear fir. Rundquist:

Upon my return from a trip to Seattle and Los Angeles
I find that your membershp card from our committee
has not been sent to you. We trust that you will

very properly attribute the neglect to inexperienced
ofiice personnel rather taan to intent!

At any rate, herewith the card, waich I hope will be
filled in imediately. and the Office Card returned,
860 that you will be a bona fide member of our

organization .

I am enclosing a
tiere have heen
specch of Ambas:
We feel that nothing

enclosure




May 24, 1943

Dr. Hubert Phillips
Fresno State College
Fresno, California

Dear Dr. Phillips:

In line with the suggestion you and Miss Cosgrave
made, we have asked John Duffy of my husband's
staff to report on the convention of the Native
Sons of the Golden West.

Naturally there was nothing in the way of action
that we could expect to promote, but it was il-
luminating to get his report which indicated that

the action taken there was extrordinary inasmuch
as it was made over and above the recommendations
of some of the appointed comm

It will be interesting

come from the recommendations of tha

body.




May 24, 1943

Mr. G. A. Schee
Box 378, Pt. Loma Sta.
San Diego, California

Dear Mr. Schee:

My attenéion has been called to your letter of
April 13, addressed to Mr. Scott of our Committee.
I have only just returned from a lengthy trip to
Seattle and Los Angeles, or I would have replied
sooner.

First may I acknowledge your contribution of $10
which will be registered as a Bustaining Membership
in our organization. It is much appreciated, as

the expanding work of the Committee naturally means
an increasing budget.

You refer to the picture "Mary Ann". While we have
nadted and made protests against certain scenes in

the Warner Brothers' picture "Air Force,® and are
eqrresponding wthe the Hays office concerning

a new picture at RKO which has not been released,

we have no recopdoof the picture to which you refer.
We will be glad to hear of any details of that or

any others which you feel should come to our
attention. If you can give us any further information
we shall appreciate it verymch

Very sincerely yours,

Mrs. Ruth W. Kingman




Mrs, Ruth




May 24, 1943

Mrs, Goodell, Director
American College Bureau
28 Bast Jackson Boulevard
Chicago, Illinois

Dear lMrs. Goodell:

Dr. Donald J. Cowling, President of Carleton College, to
whom I have written, suggested that I bring to your attention the case of
Professor Chiura Obata. I am keenly interested in Professor Obata who has
been a member of our faculty in the Department of Art and is now in Chicago
at the Priends Service Committee Hostel. He is a native of Japan and an artist
and has been on our faculty since 1932, beginning as lecturer and later becoming
assistant professor and curator of our collection of Japanese prints. He was
highly regarded by his colleagues as a teacher, and combines to an extraordin-
ary degree the art of his native land with the art of the Ocecident.

He is now a man of fifty-seven years of age. He had been granted
a semi-sabbatical leave on two-thirds salary for the perioed July 1, 1942, to
December 31, 1942, and I am happy to say that though he and all his family
were evacuated by the order of General DeWitt, the University continued him
on this sabbatical leave as already voted. He is now on leave of absence
from the University without salary.

His son Kimio, who, together with his wife and daughter, were
with him at the settlement at Topaz, wrote a letter last month saying that
Professor Obata was "slugged in a typical Kibei attack from the rear with a
lead pipe on the night of April 3. It was about 11:30 p.m. and he was re-
turning from his nightly shower; then some unknown assailant" struck him
"with a blackjack on the left temple, gashing the head part severely, in-
juring the left eye. This Kibei must have had all intentions of killing...
as he kept after him, trying to slug him into insensibility by hitting ap-
proximately twenty times. But luckily the blows did not fall on his head
but on his left forearm as / he /tried to defend himself." FHe was in the
hospital for quite some time.

Professor Obata, as I understand it, had felt the responsibility
of acting as a guide and a leader of the people. First, he thought that
through art they could find solsce and peace. But, as his son has said,
being a strong-willed person, he became of necessity a leader in almost
every tupe of function in the camp. One point which he constantly urged was
that it was for the individual to make up his mind whether he shoull register
for service in the American Army, I presume standing against the position
that family influence should dominate,

Dr. Cowling tells me that you have a very wide acquaintance




Mrs. Goodell - 2
May 24, 1943.

among American colleges and universities. Is there not some small college
or university which would welcome him as a teacher of art? If you have
any suggestions for him, I am sure both he and I would appreciate it greatly.

Professor Obata's wife, by the way, has won considerable local
attention for her flower arrangements.

The son, Kimio, who wrote the letter, has volunteered for
service in the American Army.

Very sincerely,

1/

I-ic)rg(;wL

E, Deutsch
Vice~President and Provost

MEDsA
CC: Mrs. Kingman




Nrs Afton Dill Rance
2110 Manhatten Avenue,
Hermosa Bea Californi
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1bed

less recalcitrant of the southern organs.

I bope that this material is what you are wanti
kindly let me know immediately, and I shall
you think you should have, that I am not

Do keep me informed as to the developments:

enclosures Ruth W. Kingmdn
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called my attention to
your E 2 h you asked that
ian.L.m,uLJD De sent "':g‘ the Committee on
American Principles d Fair Play . I am happy to

send some releases and other statemente put out

by the Committée wh i not only express some of our
convidétions conc our American Jﬂoaneﬂe, but
also preeent a ¢ ﬂcrete plan for organizing groups
who are interested that our treatment of those loyal
persons of Japanese ancestry be based upon true
American principles .

Foll)wi‘w your suggestion, I am nding the same
type of material to Mrs. Cecil utl.éuoduer of
Hollister. We hope that you will find many persons
wioose determination to remain hi minded and
sane in the face of t he hysterical pressures the
public is being faced with. Only the mobilization
of the strength of such pe ersons, d a full and
determined oubxic stand by the same, can hope ‘to
maintain unimpaired the ,onstluuuxoncL rights
to our loyal Japanese Biiericans, and lnaxrcctly
of all of us, in these ouaLLcngln days.

Very esincerely yours,

Mrs Rubth W. Kingman

enclosures




May 2

Mrs. Cecil Stilebauer
1056 Monterey Street
Hollister, California.
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Following ynde
of material to you
that you will find many persons
remain high minded and sane in :
pressures the public is now facin Only th mo’ilizstbnn
the strength of = persons, and 111 and ‘'determined
public stand by the same, ean h 1tain unimpaired the
constitutional rignts of our Loyal Japanese Americans, and
indirectly of all of

sincerely yours,

Mrs. Ruth ¥. Kingman
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s Mildred Batrtholomew

fomen's/ Christisn Associati

hard trip.into the
to ecateh
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creanm an

Naughtor
lowell, and I
e shoulid have

leave

weck, Some fir 5
been incorrespondence with Dil * on the Denver Post

which your nice boy on Yregonian wanted the "dope "

thematerial he asked for should be in my hands

two days. I shall send it on, immediately

It will be good to hear from you again,

enclosures




May 25, 1943

Hr, Abe Oyamada
24=19-C

Heart Mount

was leaving on &n extended
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whereby

sular problens
material in that
thing outstanding the ¢
or Four Fresdoms in the Ps
such articles, with a r
apt to be well received just now. Have
make as to persons in Hear Mountsi
ground and training might make it p
writing to be done?

I wish, as do you, that mome of the 3.of thing that the
Topaz Volunteers are doing could be done in all of the centers,
The various church and social agency groups which are able to
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JOHN H. TOLAN
U. S. Representative
7th District of California
Oakland, Berkeley, Albany
Emeryville, Piedmont

Member, Committee on the Judiciary

74th, 75th, 76th, 77th, and 78th Congresses

Congress of the United States

House of Representatives

Washington, D. C.
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May 26, 1943

Mr. Dillon S. Myer, Director
War Relocation Authority
Barr Building

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Myer:

You have, I dare say, heard of the tragic situation with
reference to Professor Chiura Obata. As you perhaps recall, he has been
Assistant Professor of Art at this University since 1932. He had been
granted semi-sabbatical leave from the University for the period July 1,
1942 to December 31, 1942 on two-thirds salary,and I am proud to say that
despite the evacuation of the Japanese population from this area, the Unie-
continued to give him this leave as already determined, for the six months'
period. Since then we have given him a leave of absence without salary.

While at Tanforan, and subsequently at Topas, he did an
excellent piece of work in organizing classes in art and giving the
inhabitants of the centers something to fill their time. I believe that
the number who studied art under his direction at Tanforan was 900. He
gerved as a leader at Topas until the attack was made on him. He is now
in Chicago and some of us are trying hard to find a place for him so that
he may not have to go to work in the beet fields. Do you think that there
is any chance to find a post for him? Or, possibly, even furnish funds so
that he may teach in some college or university in the light of what he
has done? I, myself, have been in communication with President Nason of
Swarthmore College, President Cowling of Carleton College and Dr. Snaveley,
Executive Director of the Association of American Colleges. Nothing has
thus far developed.

I trust that everything is going well with you, or, rather,
as well as it oan in the light of the many problems that confront you.

With personal greetings, I am

Very sincerely yours,
-

~

Monrde E. Deutsch
Vice~-President and Provost

MED:A

CC: Mrs. Kingmanc—
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Henorable Joim J. HeCloy
Asaistent Seoretary of Var
jashington, D.C.
¥y dear Yy, HNeCloy:

If in Veshington it is being made to eppear
Yo your Department thet opinion on the Peeific Cossy
solidly oproses mobilizetion of loyal Jepeneseimerican
citizens for full perticipation « militery snd sconpnic -
in the netion's war effort, you will do well to look

beliind the apre-rences.

ort for the excellent wosk attrituted to you

not so well organized as your opposition, but it
sudbstantial,.
any eitizens, even in this pert of the sountry,
balieve that whet you are doing raises the prospects
for cur success in this war. They do not want you to
gilow any loyal rosonrees L0 roeain urused.
Respectfally,
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WAR DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY
WASHINGTON, D.C.

June 2, 1943

Dear Mrs. Kingman:

Thank you very much for your letter of May 29.
I am glad to know the feeling of your organization with
reference to the Japanese Americans, As you know, although
the War Relocation Authority has administrative control of
the war relocation centers and the granting of leave to the
evacuees, the War Department is vitally concerned as to the
type of individual released and the locality to which the re-
leased evacuee goes. The War Department, therefore, in a
measure does have a controlling influence upon who is released
and where they go.

While it is well known that many of the Japanese, both
citizens and aliens, are disloyal to the United States, never-
theless, it is a fact there are many entirely loyal, and it is
the War Department's policy that these loyal ones shall be
used either in the military service or employed in gainful oc-
cupations in support of the war effort. Of course, the big
problem is to determine just who is loyal or disloyal., The
War Department has established a procedure by which it is
believed this determination can be made with every reasonable
degree of assurance, So far there has been no indication that
this procedure has permitted disloyal evacuees to be released
either for military service or in civilian occupations. Cer-
tainly these people with their industry should be able to con=-
tribute much at this time when the manpower shortage is so
acute,

The Japanese Americans who have entered the Army have
so far demonstrated their zeal as soldiers and loyalty to their
country. In fact, only recently three of these soldiers in one
of the theaters of operation were decorated for meritorious
service, and I believe that the recently organized Japanese
American combat team will demonstrate a fighting ability equal
to other American units when it is ready for entry into battle.




I have had many letters and telegrams quite
antagonistic to the position which the Department has
taken against discrimination of this sort and it is
pleasing to get one letter at least which indicates that
our attitude is not unsupported.

Sincerely,

s

HN 37 MccIoy
Assistant Secretary of War

Mrs, Ruth W, Kingman, Executive Secretary
Committee on American Principles and Fair Play
465 California Street, Room 203

San Francisco, California
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Doar Franle:

The veoei
Mo Athorton Trust for
%o all of us who Icow o
tunitios for service.
Comittec mot, and I was ailwd to express thely deop approciations

As to the mature of the Committee's work, the stateoment of
principles gives a genoral idea, In particular, the Commities is doing
theseo things:
le Porming bwenches, or affiliates, in a doson cities from Seattlo to ics
ingeles, which will serve as active outlets for printed end mimeographed
materials, corrocting misstatoments in the lecal press, supplying spealk-
ors, and interviewing importent cozamity leaders. In the Universitics,
also, active groups have begun to take shape, under the of
the Unive of California, where the Student Christian Associations have
long stressed rece relations.

24 Distributing pertinent materials to branches, press, radlo, and organe
izations, chiefly on this Coust, but also eastward.

$e Answeoring marny mwmrwﬁumwmmmemmm,
m"tmmu-mitingﬂarﬁom and the sending out of spealwrs.

4. Kooping in touch with Coast State leghlatm- to chock discriminmatory
acts and educate legislators. Some sucocess attended our efforts in this
divection in Califarnis. Similarly, with Congressmen end high officials.

Ve sre soon to o full-tine office secretary to holp the
Lyocutive Secrotary, lirse » Who hasther hands move than full, Ve
also hope to find & voluntodr fiold associate, o eover So, California.

With your gift as o procedent, we are now trying %o get a grant
£rpm the Colurbia Fgundaﬂm, of -nnl“unohoo.v

ory sinoerely YOUS . Pisher
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