


REGARDING ELECTION AND CLOSING TR iTING

Two recent meetings of the Cooperative do AW March 13th"and
30th Respectively, were held in an"atmosphere of unusual tension. *
Especially at the March pC meeting, Mr. Kanzaki, the Chairman, had,
of necessity, to close ~“the meeting saying "As there is no further
p?ssigility of expediting proceedings. | declare the meeting 1is
closed.™

As there seems to be some misunderstanding and worry about the
situation among the residents, let us explain the affair as 1t ~
developed for your better understanding and impartial judgement.

The February 20th Congressional meeting, held for the election
of a New Board of Directors consisting of 15 members was the starting
point of the matter.

1) In conformity with the Co-op*s By-Laws*a nomination commit-
tee of 7 members (2 from the Directors, 5 from the
Congressmen) had been appointed (at the previous meeting
of February 13) which in turn nominated 15 candidates for
new directors

2) In further conformity with the By-Laws 13 additional
candidates were nominated from the floor at the February
20th Election meeting, making the total number of
candidate 30*

3) Names of those 30 candidates were put up on the wall,
then casting of ballots started*

4) Upon finishing the counting of the votes, the result
was published and names of 13 persons who won sufficient
votes to be elected, as well as the names and votes won
by other candidates, were known. Right after this, two
men who were among those 13 names told the Chairman of
my their refusal to accept the office of Directorship.

3) Whereupon the Chair consulted the floor saying "Two
gentlemen have declined to accept the Office of Director-
ship. * How shall we elect two more? By casting ballot
again, or by elevating the two next"largest votes
winners?” A voice from the floor, "who are those two
next largest vote winners?"

The Chair said "Mr. Kawaguchi and Mr. Nagazawa, both of
these gentlemen have 23 votes each, so they are short by

5 a vote to be duly elected, therefore if agreed by 26 “aye;,
they can be duly elected.”

Many voices from the floor saying: ‘'Elevate t/0 hext
largest votes winners! *Raise them!l *Raise them!™

4

*

6) Whereupon, the Chair consulted the floor and said, 'Then,
those who are iIn favor of elevating these two gentlemen

to Directorship, please raise your hands.” TES - - - 28
The Chair asked the floor again "Then, those who are
against please raise your hands.”™ OPPOSED - - - 3

7) Then the Chair announced and said: 'Both Mr. Kawaguchi and

Mr. Nagazawa have been duly elected as the directors by
majority votes of 28 each. Now the list of 13 is complete,
(announcing names of 13 newly elected directors). The
control of our Cooperative Enterprises iIs now vested upon
you. Let me congratulate you arid wish you a successful
administration for the coming one year.'

The meeting was closed shortly (11:30 p-m.)

The above is a“true statement of how the election was performed.
Everything seemed o.k. for three weeks.

However, at the next Congressional meeting of March 13th (3
weeks later) an Urgency Motion, was suddenly presented by Mr. Shizuo
Sasaki, claiming that the election of Mr. Kawaguchi*and Mr. Nagazawa
at the last meeting was in violation of our By-Laws, therefore of
"no effects”
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flow of language.

This led uo to a serious issue. As the matter did corneal!

LaKs_—S§|SS|s
. Kanzlki. the Chairman, esaid:; "JWk M&tg@f |nv$ Y?s rather; .
complicated legal problems, so it ou™it to be carefu investigated
first by the Legal Committee,

But the atmosphere of the floor was not

M r T otnits Congressmen present.

*«s j k SolS/SSguU
the6"By-Laws't* The result of our investigation was same as that of

we calleg tﬂe special0™ g e” 6St?" ation onsth%rdbbvg(aaég%?ox,
repor
;g ong of the reeting?s agenda.

For vour reference we are copying here the opinion of Block jr-k
Assembly meeting, which in iIts substance was same as ours.

Mr, K. Kanzaki *

Actlng Chairmant Board of Directors

Acting Chairman, Cooperative Congress

Topaz Consumer Cooperative Enterprise Inc.

"The Block #76 -Assembly meeting s opinion on th”"resolution
nf the Go-oofs Congressional meeting of Maich ip, u 2t
which spates Mr. Matsuji Nagazawa is disqualified as a
director of the Cooperative Enterprises.

"The Cooperative Con”es”™en from this Blook report®~gt°a™ 6| lat

fo thl e??fctSSat thfmethod™by which the Congress had elected
Mr. Matsuji Nagazawa a director

S -s

opinion:

Law-"""°th erefot”™ of no effect.”’

sva?®

According to the Co-op®s By-Law3, the Section 2, Article V:

"Voting-shall be by secret ballot and majority vote shall
prevail, unless agreed otherv/ise.

Furthermore, at that meeting, 2 of the first "majority votes

qi ners Eefu to aqcept the d™° ° @ h: e men who declined
aking t an Occasion, h J/20 it f
to accept result ox election \ - -

general election procedure

Some Congressmen sainm tnaf tx.Sc ¥ A words in the By-Laws
which provide elevating the next-larg”

plow!S*®" _ S"“infiKS " m S"0voS Sn*«-*
can be no room for such an argument.

Therefore, this Assembly conclude "at™ther.e

IS N0 question
as to the quality of Mr. Nagazav/a, as a anecuol.
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The reason for thisi Block Assembly wish to present |his on*lem.
beffore the Congress for reconsideration is not because I#. TvO t
i1Is a Congressmen from this Block and we wish to protect his posit,,
but because we wish to protect the spirit of our By-Laws upon the*
basis of which the operation of our Cooperative Enterprises, .greets.,
and” t<Tlvoid misinterpretation of tiTel”y-Laws v/hioh may léad up to
an obstacle for the smooth running of the Qo-opys operation.

Akizana- Sugawara, (signed)
Chairman, Block Cooperative
Asttcrbly

The above opinion from the Block@-3b Assembly was read before
the Congressional Meeting of March 30,”1943 and recorded as part
of the minutes, to which nobody made objection from the floor.

Those who stressed 'violation of election laws™ at the March 131:
and March 30th meetings were quoting the following provison of the
By-Laws:

“ARTICLE V. Section 14-Term of Office

The Officers shall hold their office for a peri#, of one year.
Should there be a vacancy in an office of directors or any
officer such vacancy shall be filled by a special election
conducted iIn accordance with the procedure of the regular
election.n

But, the opinion of our Legal Committee as expressed In answer
by Mr, Takahashi on the floor can be summed up as follows:

"The purpose of the provision of Article V."Section 14 is, as
clearly indicated bv its heading "farm of OfficeV for clarifying the
duration of the office of directors ad" officers, and also how to"
elect a new director to fill the vacancy whicn might come into being
in the course of designated term; therefore, that provision must not
be applied in the case of the general election of the Board of Di-
rectors for the sole purpose®of which the February 20th Congressional
meeting was held; especially, in view of the fact that those two
men declined to accept the office of directors right after the return
of the votes was known. They never took the office of directors;
therefore, no vacancy yet took placee Tneroforo, it was unquestion-—
ably a legal procedure that next two largest vote winners, Mr. Kawa-
guchi and Mr. Nagazawa .were elected directors to complete the list
of 13 directors in perfect accord with the By-Laws, by the consent
and agreement of majority of the Congressmen present, with the
vote of 28 "ayes" casted in their favor."

Some"hot discussion followed and the atmosphere of the floor
got worse. 'Decide by vote™ - voiced from the floor; some one
seconded. But, Mr* Kanzaki, the Chairman, tried to "appeal to
reason by saying, - "This is the legal question so it should not
be decided by vote,”™ but someone forcefully voiced from the floor™
"a motion was made and seconded, take vote™. Thjg floor became rmo.j gm

Mr. Takahashi said: —

"If this were a question of business policy it is perfectly
all right to decide by vote, but a legal question cannot be decided
by vote. 1 cannot understand why some are trying to settle this
matter by vote tonight, Mow con 1t be possible that you and X, who
arc not lawyers, can give a judicial answer to a”legal question
like this; let us cool down and listen to the opinion of some able
lawer,* or else iIf there is anyone among you who 1is really an able
lawyer and can say with confidence that the election of two gentle-
men was illegal from the standpoint of a lawyer, then let us listen
to such a“"person.™

Nobody could answer to this and for a while silence iUj.ed the
floor.

Then Mr. Nozaka said:

"Since this is a legal natter we can never come o any concl**-
sion by repeating discussions among ourselves who are not lawyers.
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And suppose we took vote tonight and decided that election of Iv
men were “illegal’, then afterward it becameeclear that it was
"legal™ then tonight*s vote will become void; therefore, as the
most practical way of settling it let us have the opinion of

Mr. Buchanan, our project attorney, and let us agree that his
opinion shall be the final answer to this problem.™

This motion was seconded but some one said, "That is no use,
take vote at once. Chairmanl why do you hesitate?"

Mr. Kanzaki, the Chairman; was nut iIn an embarrassing position.
Someone even went so far as to sayt “"Change the Chairman."* Here
Mri Kanzaki made up his mind and closed the .meeting, saying:

"As there is no further possiblility of exediting proceedings,
I declare the meeting is closed.”

At this special meeting of the Co-op?s Congress the matter of
ir. Kawaguchi and Hr, Nagazawa Ys election and Mr. Yamate'™s case
were simply to be reported as the result of iInvestigation by the
Legal Committee of the Board of Lirectors, and*not intended®for
discussion; this was quite clear by the Agenda, printed on the )
notice to the Congressmen:

March 26, 1945
TO: BLOCK

There v;ill be held a a Special Congressional Meeting to which your
presence 1is kindly requested.

FrKver.ing, March 50th 7%0 1.11
Lining Hall 2

Agenda:
1. Stopping of issuance of rebate checks after March 51,
1945
A. Block reports
2. Report by Chairman and Legal *Committee on:
A. Election of two directors, Messrs. Kawaguchi and
Nagasawa is LEGAL.
3* Vote against Mr. Yamate, Executive Secretary at
59th Congress is ILLEGAL, thereful NIJL and VOID.
R C. Mr. Yamate will answer against false and
groundless accusations made against him, 1iIn
his absence.

TOPAZ CONSUMER COOPERATIVE EITTERPRIMM
INC.

It was the intention of the Board of Directors to report the
result of investigation first and after giving a sufficient time to
consider then discuss any question that might arise.

It was indeed a regretful thing that before the report finished
such a serious situation developed.

It was our intention to settle this matter reasonably and
peacefully. The Chairman was compe. led to close the meeting on
account of the unusual atmosphere of the floor, not by any means
in the sense of coersion as criticized by some, we really regret for

what happened.

This member owned Co-op iIs a sole business medium iIn this Center.
Its smooth and peaceful runring must not be disturbed by misunder-

standing or by politics.
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business etc, or If you have any advise to give us, please do not
hesitate to come to our Office. We arc pleased to give you any
Izind of 1nformation or explanation or listen to your advis * ,%
rest assured that the financial condition of this Is &uuiuj ana b.j
Vie have nothing to hide«,

This is our direct appeal to you all of our members for your
fair and impartial judgement of the current situation,*

Me sincerely asic you for your viole-hearted cooperation for
the realization of "ONE FOR ALL, ALL ¢"OR OHE»

The Board of Directors”
Topaz Consumer Cooperative
Enterprises, 1IncO



area» Or sua* nane « tojk Oor so comaaaa »
BT39TH OOQPSBATITB aaOffigS HSLP (“"laMb K T ~
JBLSASjUO »AKffiVRff'liw. PjWHTBag.AB» CHAIBM» 0?
¢Ncso-a- ppn tifF1l'” gyg"**"?

M m m aj& uM m iim ,m

«trcb 23,195

tot Hoa. Batter HoCBsas,
Projeot Blreotor,

hiti »i

topas, Wnh.

tin

1 ISte Ittertjr «e ra*ki>*j «n rgmrt la sy bshslf on"tha Boaolution *f fola
of HCuConfldence * paaaod. Ir J9th Cooperali** Goagress held on Kami 13.19®,
®| Oialas U 1 .miW Sklite voto of pSlifei Volai, altasd&aee *H Qwsraaal

Ite «oaaaatlon agalast »a ma ta follo«:

BleSLJa ThmBlock «<n”iag «X Mook f# held on Mareh $49"5 tea MO~temoljr.
passe! rasotetten» te Gj&Imm** %m worda la vritteg # f# tero so coniidonee
In Mr* TA&ie* % Mr. ludio falcabas» ite Gtelraan of thO Blcck Meeting
Accordine io M fafcatemattte Dtelrsuta* rader hte signature» iter# waa nothing
w la eAoul «x resolved agitesi isy shiamiicr or p&caoaality» Hifti waa discusse!
«ad resoltad in rote of no confldojae« «<w ML arabi ILwhlah* accordine io «or
record «<ho« abortes* of &&lom al oNrehooae» M i of thia te8 gallona
iteri ai Sedia tereteocaa* ard 21 gallona «tori ai oaraheraae la tepte* which
retndied la loca of $6s$*6£ Stila «a« #%g”~a off firn «tur teaoatorjr ca Svp*
anear 3149*$ X2S£ of ohlei caneara la stertaéa of gallona a&ountteg
$579*35 ai Sedia Warehooae ( t*.B*A* ffarchonsa» ili» way il understaad.) 1 had
pipialno! thU ai 57tk fltero**tiro Cfengroaa» jfex iter* 1» no aure appianailoa
io aifer on ny pari otter ttea wM roport rscalYyOa fresa Ghlsf Aocountanfc*
2hls «teriaca waa ttereughly discussa! ai ipu*;&ia*e, ilag «ad axa&lnad
igr ite Andito*» «ad reportad io ite Board of ntreetora and passe! tgr ite Board
aa loro itevi laa&oga «ad hraakage of ite terrale* whiefc resultad in tea« of
eyarep* «arteaadSas Oostead had Ii on ite aio6c o»rdt tei ite
pfcpaloal ittr*Liorrlldld noi ter» |i l«ten collod for* 2te originai pmstiaae
«fatte ayrc© tea nate igr ite Board of jjEr*eio?#»la ite «prix”™ oX porobaaod
fron Saro Ooapaagr oa #i lo 104973 ~ad ocmalaiod et %A% gnlloaa ai llefe
for a total «Mouni of ~hla Oaa paroteoad. iteaagB Ha* Task Baylng
of Dentar Bylnaoa Snteiprisee* io which «« dld coi telone «a a mamior ai thai
itea» 15>morrlraitite «ailro ahipment «aa atorad atrf»B.A» “tratenao lai
Balia* te « aacoarad itero whUe am loaa aonarad oa ite te io MLia”ibroogh
laaki~e* fb~ih la ite ovgr 1 reoe&rad rgport flrait on arrifal of ite «tesaunt*
Kr* Uchida™now te Phlladelphia, «aa than» %almaa of ite Boardgagroalf Tino
Gtelnaaa of ite SOard* Faradn te ohanga ffttte aerchandlae «oro te* San Fa»
rulchi Ogaina&n of teordhaaaaaa Gommittee9 ICaaaro« Fteaahtea and te manager *ftd
asateiaai laanacar of O~tiavn Vo* 1 = Froe mj knowladgo» t™rop oaa teadlad hy
te* Fornichiate* FeScnahima and %+« Quo* Tohy %a’™a oaa itea gena” ~«Mear*



*OV Qf®»* tw Saloeatad V 3aa 9ttrud(M ( «1 JgrioyQLte®© (Seat Aaommtlag Bept* 1v )
FcCrushlima nd Qno ovo «till at Cantean X maegenaot, 1 ha« foHovlag
rapo** fren Mr &>8hld«tGhlef Accmtntant;

* Sha original afchxaant caco la oid «oodsa barréis of «<arlen» c”paaltiaa
«ad oonsiatad «f ab™xt JO barrad*. TJpo» «rrirsl «varal «f tha tamil»
««re la 1«ticisa aonditioa. $ad 9d|» a ambar «<m te d «al? pastlidljr
E2XI*u» wAr raagrdy do not reved tf any aXfiizn i©r abortiva mu
filad fet thdc tSaaeSia ti ¢U ay £te*s ibah M any «&stlt mui sal allomad
&lid tione™maittjr tia* shorts» dld aoi epponr m til «11 Y& sgriip Wa i«r«A
fron tlia vsrafemisa»

* Ga acoouat ©Of tha poor cowUtion of tho Carral» f«nd dso to tha vsry
dry editete oOi IMe araagfchs tarrdt eontimtaiiXy liufesd ¢ni «mui «roa brete*»
ifthifi f&afc d so acfttritaitaa to Sha &ioriaga* S

d i Aorafcaadlsas m& mprxmed to ho tmder iiroot ooatenl ot Q&trsmx of tho Mexw
«fosadlet*g Qcmal%toe$ oanarsl »asu”er end tetrada Xaroh&nilias Control
2teparteat. Pw tw *fce foandlod «ymr> ©n arrfcra?. *mm Hssera« Sa* 7tirai<hlt
WaitaBsa *ad Ono» praaidadt «nd Vio« frosidartt dea»! laso* auytMn?? tmiiil
Taport« «mas to Itan, Wiy * eeoAatedly* mi tesr repert ttm Chaira» «f
Herobandiae Coamittee afc tha Board cf fltr«Etorc m «tiig¢, Havorar» 1 hallar,
tha m or! i& jitatenont, tvrm Cilef Aocommtant 1« mesraat pastilla roport « Mfth
mrailabie to a«» 1 «E $ residente «aro mt aatitiiad with rsport 1 «do al
OaAgmftt X «TO«««* He*rsrer# te * i» «rong thsy hmre oowdttod» 1« that th*
fclock zaootlag 1* not th* right pilo* to apernar« ar eii”“poore tho offioor of Ha»
oooporotlrof ftr tfao tlodk moéll»? de»*i*ts of posdlo Uf Aatatasr of ooap* «A mili
as aoiwa«rt>ars. «o0 tho OMA™. Ita nmutotxt ca«t »oto o* the
tlodte saitlag Is uot tlio plOo fSf xa wnortfint iattero coat*
cemloir nott&aronnm «to»  fk «lwnild ho «Molicarotaip mootlnir ef the hlectu  dtast
boioo o Hocte rasldeat oosit zacan thnt feg has of «ote of aoxtfidoaa# or ao
oosfidAioo» io thot aottmr « t imffIXBB Mum mm nmm* Mm mootii®
of raselood9 It ¢mftt A» thoo™Ma JHocfe M a«1V «hmro Gb>"p Uodc
oxAonlsotlon «doto. Zt wat he «iaiod by Ohairnon of tho S««s¢ ly o« Hoorotax«
Btxt Hodk Aiamijhly t e sgthlns sfeo«t tt# »ot ffnsi Voto of Xo CSoafl-
donok ««o «otad 'apon «a»  0* tho «gpojraod resolutlon of tho # 1t «0o0 not
«IfM | X 1&&xam of tho Blodk moM"UI™»  £ot «I*nad % Saoréisagr» Xo data vas
writton on It» 5a oddaross» Zt «as jt»i o pises of papsar «<Hh minoro«d to ha
rasolutlons. fhl» piaos of docaaoat «<0s knom to ho vrlUon hy SetanJl Tanaka
J-W» Halo A Coagraaswaa too» HUak 9* Ha hita written thow ho asi aad
not tho «©/ tho raaolutlaA «so pasood» Hr. fdcataaa» flhAlawoa of HUata Xeeting
hM It la hrellsh oaftctijr <o fallovt

« «a lora 3o oonfideaxce in ~r. Tuse™Ma 9
Hr» «skshmo «aplAincd, tr* raaana «ki Ocifidaac* is pecalaio pf Igss of aytba> md

sosldsata «are aot sAtiaoliea* «iuLl. of Block 9 oot to do with tb»
fij-% t ttnm, »M E k . oi th. OoOp -loo. = U timrlnwtimm*** of
tho So~% * Xo. » UT Bloek IW oMy twfe aotloa agatnot m . «w o they hora
22L1: “1fioiis p,Wru-1 tt *e m»*

e «*«< of tho Cb-Op ahould not ho

<§§(j; . (;3 ?iII?S r‘l]«5,an(g ijﬁlsar'oldill:é. «ho follas« ;(:':::: «f




fpi 8veend accos&iion XNid evinsi ss wB& sad# h$ Shlruo *£&atkl*VHHR j

twem Hw k 23» Ho accared ua of Iskisg $100*00 ¢etra aoaey tadtai 1 the
Congrea» ted so* astterlsed a» yet, ai thé tte* «tea 1 nide trip te «ila (km-
vestios* Grigia»!!? the Congress authoxiiad «a vi*h iip*uo te »alte tarfp
to «lla* U ta tiKy mtidiisei ae te sete tripa le eltst vastar* ila

to ;vestiglile CoOp operattons and elee io ti nei fa afeo Ir*p lo Sotiir
Cooperative* aotectf.Aifasee”itooeterv la fiad «al ¢«xas» LfamidaUea* te
Btoarcr t« te ¢ Moa» fa ***» **eh estensive tri» &I8Q*G0 it net «**—m>-
fb* **B e»l "aaager vicio& se te leak late te te Sei Chopper* «si siate e*
te o*T**n% ftr fa faifas trip tv tetear tea «lla* li teld le cal? Aditomi
e0”ple teurs riais*» io »eie »te fa# «t He» Orleans* ate*» 1 ted forsawrly
llared. It is kacnra faci« ttei egr rspoxt ea trip lo faulh* ¢ XW & ireseadmis
latervets sswas rvsideate of Sopas a» «all ne asme residente la aite «estera*
Bbb?rer and Aneche*  Sons dnao trio« io te Cvitma aad otter parta af ite South
fa of reioca*lene* li la ite * rvlocatioa fatereste arosead «a « te
eUsate ttet*BUaffi ~d?*teaivhi* 1 jtafty teilev* *a*fcl tei «sai rasitela
relaCftte* partivo nsMng tripa io ite South * boxa «I] HSaaajcM

The B$ard of Directora* a* ite la$th Board Meati*« tela a* ters6te? O ih*
awtterfaed sa ta tafee iffafc additiate OO0 vith sa te ite trfa te

ffoacu fund* 1» eddllioa io $$0*00 tfetafe Congrua« «uthorlsvd prwlouesly*

«r. aaafel asmad sa ai the Congrua floor* Itet X had.te. O» Dracrfurtee tarejl
thl* <tefiSc* la MmUY trip*  ( tir- s2 tetutelar,

ia thia rogala* 1 b»te siflda r%or* W Ite Coagrye» #3h Jasuesy 94 $ "
and ,iopoclally sirossei thé Importene*, &F liqultelos end vhat 1 tere iornd est
front Sohwetf Cfoo*ars-IIY© UtfitiJAl, ( forsarly tiflioi«. ©i fannia ) li ite parvas
of Hr. ChtntAul» idi» «<as #$£ ffafah t# qtrn se a d&t&iud infensatione Is figur-
en* of «hai sddkXX/ te» is. Garosa llgsteMdos»  tsia irlp

«ss vorth nmy trip* Sxpexlmmé&z recaivad at Olla and alter atear GSaapmttliva
ape vorth aotina «tea stvdiod fraa ® c&teivoU n«vr paini* Mr* Sasakl loMar
very veU# ay trip correred ssy iteasssd siles* te cartsdaly iomst tea te
Rifate psopi« to lI>i-3?0ISK. «r* Sfcsaki inm Tory ipsU * afa all tzdps 1 sadef
te ite s&t€”sriaa«f asd If te did svi tea» «EX IHE Hi H®? QOB "0 Hi tea MOL
TO» UFOBUSAI I laaia&d af teadbdUiiii al «itag door Cor Infonnaiiom* He ted
tlsa enottah ta celi, Xxpcn onr head cashler ai oar ofi'ioo is ihl* r*«ro* «H7

DID HS HOT 832 KB Af f&E 3AHI Ttmi fO ? 'mENiU%m?* te te
loohte te tjrouhlas te se end * te can te?« li* & far U. * £ da
net tediare nas ef thle 1lype trill do far the residente* HI* asedMUws
Is set Is llrs™-the vay te cote* He la ani io hiochen «y seou essa end record

of ¢chiarente far paci tao ye&rs and telf fa thi* coniar* aiih Ce-Cp end aiter
poblle llfe*

The thtrd accosatlon aos lai! afainst me* agoaralag io ite minuie» ef ite Ooz"raes
{ noi rendy yot in S”~liah ) hr Sm fumichi* all r*prsMste is feneEraeea fras
Ho<& 6* ( He 1« aoocusiant a* Aericaltsr« doni* X uaderatend*) He eseasad of
ne of noi ¢iyfag hde erartlse peynazsl io Ms”er osocst* He aaa pale. $90*00
oaertlne* «tea te aas releeeed froan the «ararics Inai Au™uei ISih. Hi» ralaaaa
aaa sede la thé fona af reelgnstloa, eoi In reati?* te va» *firvd # 1 Jsai
asred hls fhith far him* ty teriai ita tender nsfaatfa* 1 alili bare
lattar of iaalssiion iy hls smerlar %« Xtmgoahi* fa ny poaition* te» 1
tediare 1 bare te use ibi» C&3, X sared hls f&Ith ozuse before 54" * —*he
«ot la bad mess-itet ree tey 19— 1 ani! that peri for It +~*'
Terr NareoaH1 ~ £+

Mo» te la beoa&jPlriss.aatrler of bis fhith*



He eaaplained of sot reoeving sore * overtime * payment idles lie left the Oo-Cp*

But he received Just ehat was coming to him* He opposed os herlag ne as the

j&ecutive Secretary*becuese{ he said, that i did not give him what he was ex-

pecting-$hich was $X00.00¢1 1 paid h a what was coming to him* He foals that
>1 was unfair to him in the matter of overtime payment*

The fourth accusation was laid against ne by Koshlro Hakabayashi, 20-3~CD, repre-
senting my own block* He sold that 1 was unfair becu&se 1 did not grant his
daughtsr Furalko Hakabayashi * Scholarship grant*” of $100*00 1 am enclosing the
minutes of the CASH*  You can read and can make your own conclusion* Koahiro
Hekabayaahl had triad to *Bs Fraud * Topa* Student Aid Fund with false evidencest
which * brew away * at the committee hearings. He knew their Claims to be UB-
THJX, yet he Claimed t aa if though they had application In9as early as January,
19Hh*  The Committee saw the falseness of his statement, therefore, it deoided
against his Application for grant, amsspt The committee gave special consideration
for his Appeal ami placed his Application for grant on 8UBSTITUB list* Bo did not
like this naturally, beside he does not like me on known facts shout Boddihst Church.
1 have aolidevidence against his honesty* He knows that* Tharefore, his attitude
toward aa at the Congress is dearly understood, bssldss, ” 1 was rppped at last
Congressional Election in nmyblock* ” Hz? thiskli™ le that * Tam&te is still in
the Go-Cp* Cat him at may cost-la any manner so that- Cat Hi<* * This seems

to bo his thought* fall«

Host accusation was*from Ckmaoto, manager of Block 6 harbor shop* HA accused me
of not giving them * Bonus. * Vs have no overtime records from them* W have
been losing money every month, ever since we opened the shops* The Board of Dire-
ctors, as well as Board of Operation members dent Just feel right to pay them over-
times, for which they have no rooord of sohiersments* He is knom to have tied

* *r* Xaaate is unfair to ~arbors* ”

Mr* Hakabayashi baa proposed that ftseuflrs Secretary should bo Beard members or no
loss than Congressman* 1 uadsratdn this proposal is left for next congress for a
report* The By-Laws provides that it is not necessary to bo Congressman or the 3oar4
District of Columbia lavs doss not require that Xxocutlvo Secretary need be a Board
member nor Congreaaman*

Then# are the aocuaatlone laid gainst mg  Jbia my understanding that the floor of
Congress mss disorderly* Hob psychology seems to have carried the motion*

1 am determined to oloarwcp the false accusation”™ if 1 have to resort to the heads of
Utah lavs*

Respectfully submitted

Sasato Yamato
Executive Secretary,Topas Consumers

Cooperative Skitezprisos, Xnc*

P*S*
1 wish to report that no notice was given beforehand that 1 will be accused
an the floor of Congress* 1 was notified at all* Bo opportunity was given
to no to answer ohergas*
Nasato Hamate
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By Sasato Tamate
Former President and Chairman of the Board
of Directors

For past two years, ever since the establishment of Topaz Co-Op, 1 have served as
Vice Chairman of the Board and for last one year, 1 have served as the Chairman of
the .Board as well as President of the organization, and safely finished my term
of office at the end of February, as you already know.

When new hoard of directors went in , they have elected me to the office of Execu-
tive Secretrary-a trusted position as an officer of the corporation, with over-
whelming majority votes. However, at the 39th Cooperative® Congress, held on Mar-
ch 13,1975, the Congress passed a ' Vote of Ho Confidence « against me. It was
proposed hy the Congressman Setsuji Tanaka of Block 9, as an emergency measure.-
The reasons for the same were all lies, slanders and paradoxical wordings, without
foundations .and have caused the measure to pass , which is deadly against my
good name _honor and good cnaracter,aimed at defamation of my character, which 1
ca not over look as a man.

That evening, 1 was absent from the meeting« and therefore« 1 was not given an
opportunity to answer accusations« which 1 believe to he very unfair and very
ungentlemanly on the part of those accusers. 1 believe it to be very underhanded*
1 found out next morning, that those accusers were, Messrs. Geiichi Hoshiga, Shi—
zuo Sasaki, Sam Furuichi»Koshiro Nakabayashi, Hatsuki Nakafcara, Setsuji Tanaka
and Okamoto—a barber employee of Co-Op. 1 shall answer to them,one by one,aga-
inst their falesehood play of words.

First of all, 1 shall take -p, so called,” Resolution of Block 9 *s Vote of
No Confidence Against Eceutive Secretray™ " This document is a mysterious one—
it has no signature of responsible Chairman of Block meeting nor it has signature
of Block Meeting secretray. It has no address, no na“ie of addressee,, nor date
is written on. " Who is responsible to this proposal ? » This was the Tirst
question asked by Mr. Kanzaki, Chairman of Congress that evening. Mr. Tanaka
said that he will be responsible for it. Thereupon, Mr. Kanzaki asked few of the
Board of Directors what it should be done, for it is unusual measure demanded-by
Block 9 , Congressman for presentation to the floor. The Board members advised
% . Kanzaki NOT TO PRESENT THAT EVENING FOR MR8 TAMATE IS NOT PRESENT. But ,Mr.
Shizuo asaki and Mr. Genicni Hoshiga demanded of Mr. Kanzaki and urged to have it
presented to the floor for discussion. Mr. Kanzaki said it involves ligal quest;,
on, so wisned to have it left "shelved "until next congress, but Mr. Hoshiga and
Mr. asaki urged and have taken an attitude that might lead to violence, therefore,
under pressure from these two gaaskiEmen Mr. Kanzaki was obliged to yield to their
demand.

a part
At this point, 1 would like to call your attention, that Block Meeting is not/e,f
0°**Qp Organization. Therefore, it has no right to act on any problems pertaining
to Co-Op, unless 1t is presented through Block Assembly of Co-Op. Mr. Uyeda ,the
Cnairraan of Block Assemly does not know anything about such a resolution of the
Block. It went over the head of Block Assembly Chairman* -by passed his authority

Most strange thing about Block 9 ,s so called'resolution” is that it is totaly diffe

rent from what MR| TANAKA PRESENTED IT TO BE. THE FACT IS THAT MI# TANAKA HAS

WRITTEHN THE SO CALLED BLOCK 9 RESOLUTION? AND NOT THE CHAIRMAN OF THE MEETING NOR

ITS SECRETARY  MR.TANAKA COMPOSED AND HAS WRITTEN THE *'SO CALLED THE BLOCK 9 RE-

SOLUTION. " and presented it to the Congress , as the Block meeting’s resolution.
ma,

1. Mr* Ishio Tafcafca/ Chairman of Block 9 Meeting liass stated And signed for
his statement, stating that the Block Meeting has not discussed nor passe
ed.any resolution on Mr. Yamé&te’s character. That the meeting,however,
discussed about loss of SYRUP» which Mr. Tamate reported to the Congress
at the 37th Congress. The Block people believed In Mr. Tanaka’s report
that there is some point of suspicion against loss O syrup . That was
the reason of passing Vote of No Confidence against Mr. Yamate’s appoint-
ment as the Executive Secretray. ( But what has SYRUP got to do with

Yaraate ? He does not even touch it, not a drop. Mr. Tamate was
President of Co-Op and Chairman of the 3oard. He does not know anythi-
ng until report comes tom his desk. -) Mr. Tanaka reported that Co—Od
purchased big lot of syrup but he has "never seen syrup ever sold in PARS
s0/Q he felt thst it was funny,and could not understand that such large
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quantity of syrup could ever be sold at canteen. ( lee confessed that

he thought i1t was syrup that is to be used for HOT CA3X5. 3ut later
ont after he made report to the Block Meeting, he found out that the
syrup in question was syrup for cold drinks. But he never made cor-
rection to his statement at Block Meeting. ) T have explained at the
congressional meeting that the loss of 408 gallons syrup at Delta W.H.
A. Warehouse caused many hundred dollars loss which affect in one way
the net saving for the period covered by July,August and September last
yearO This loss of syrup by breakage of barrels and leakage, etc. was
ereported to me from Chief Accountant, as one of tne reason affected our
net saving of that period. Mr. kanaka took it suspicious. Well how
could it be as to my self- 1 never saw a single barrel even, Man in
charge of and directly responsible to syrup(for that matter) at that
time was mor. ¢am Furuichi . He was Chairman of Merchandising Committee
at that time, and after July 1943 h® was supervisor looking after things
Mr. Furuichi can explain more about it than anybody else in my estima-
tion. 1 just reported as 1 was reported on Syrup. In wr estimation,
so far as syrup is concerned, Toby Ogawa™ara Furuichi and ~r. Handerich
know more about loss of syrupO than anybody else.

Block 9 had never accused me of chacater. It was loss of syrup that
they felt » no tJonfidence in me® M But how can 1 be held responsible
other than Presidents position. Merchandises are handled by men in
charge of respective department® President is looking after over-all
affairs of the Co-Op«-and not details down on the line®

For these reasons, on the night of March 27 A9”5t 1 had requested Mr.
Tanaka*s presence at the Co-Op Office iIn presence of legal Committee
and Fact Finding Committee Messrs. Tsuzuki/¢iakahashi,Noda and Kawagu-
chi, and asked him to explain all about so called 1 Block 9<s Block
Meeting Resolution, #hich is a mysterious resolution»- mysterious ,for
it is entirely diffrent from what Block 9 resolved, compared with Mr.
Tanakals supporsed to be Block resolution. Mr® kanaka had admitted
that itnwas his mistake and apologized to me in presence of above gen-
tlemen, and had promissed to make apology in Congress ag well as withr-
drawal of the same. And that he has promissed to present to me a letter
of apology to show his sincerity.

The above is the facts of,so called, » Block 9 "s Block Resolution,»»
and is the complete story of the same to date.

ANSWER TO HB& SASAKI ,SHIZUO»S LIBS AND SLANDERSUS REMARKS
MADE AT°/~9TH COOPERATIVE POUSSESS AGAINST ME

Mr. Shizuo Sasaki charged against me that 1 had taken $250.80 to make trip to
Grila Convention, and had made urQ ~akai write that check with pressure on him.
He charged that Congresso only authorized $150.00 for the trip,and that taking
additional $100000 without consent of Congress i3 outragious® It is against
the provision of By-Laws, ,where it says that the Board of Directors shall not
accept any bonus from Co-Op without consent of Congress. Tgese are the char-
ged he made on the floor of congress on March 13,1945 at 39th Congress*

Mr. basaki is all wrong. It is true t2.iak Congress granted me $150.00 to make
trip to G-ila Federation Conference. But he forgot that the Board of Directors
wanted me to make trip to other centers also fespecially make visit to Sohwer,
Arkansas Relocation Center in order to find the details of liquidation of Jerome
Cooperative for reference of cur cooperative®s liquidation which is inevitable.
G-ila convention was for the purpose of study for liquidation of cooperative and
exchange views of leaders of diffrent center cooperatives”™ to prepare far the
liquidation. It is quite natural that the 3oard of Directors wanted me to make
thorough study of Jerome liquidation. The Board wanted me to visit POston,Roh~
wer ,Arkansas, Amache,Colorado also, and on the way to Sohwer, 1 was requested

to buy Red Snappers for Now Year { Mexico Tai ) and possibly some frozen shrimp
if available, at New Orleans. In order to go to Efamer, it only takes but two
hours extra ride to go to New Orleans, so 1 made stop over there for three days
to see if 1 could bpy Red Snappers an .Frozen Shrimp. For three rifagits 1 watched
fish market from 12:00 mid-night.to 4:30 in the cold mornings for a chance to buy

Tai and Shrimp, but none waw available. No use of fussing on my visit to New
Orleans, 1 am not even got paid for this trip. .out of 25 days trip days, 1 was
only paid for 11 days at $6.00 per day. Co-Op has $6.00 per day grant for Co-Op
business trips as day*s allowance. 1 only received $66.00 No body knows the—

es facts. They merely criticise without full knowledge of truth question.
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Mr« Sasaki charged that 1 had put pressure on Mr« Sakai to write check for $2jC.
That is deliverate lier an outragious slander«, MrO sakai had testified in
writing gdated March 16 and 23 rdO that what Mr,, Sasaki had saicl is absolute

lie without foundation* That he has never said anything ox such to ~r0 "asaki .
Mro sakai >s statement is witnessed by two persons in Accounting Department®

1 had taken $100.00 beside $150000 with me on that trip, because on November 24,
1945» the Board of Directors, at 12bth Session , authorized me with unanimous ~
vote that 1 may take with me this $l00*00 in order to make trips to other center
and make an extensive study of the coops of other centers® 1 submitted trip
itinery to which the Board gave approval® The reason 1 had no sanction of the
Congress tfa» $100000 was because 1 could not wait until the next Congress met,for
1 had to leave by end of November to be at(Poston?and)Gna Convention on due day-
December 4-7th inclusive o 1 did not. wish to have congress take trouble of
convening for just to approve additional $100*00 That would be too much trou-
ble for Congressmen® That is the reason., 1 did not ask Congress to meet to ha-
ve just $100* to be approved®

My trip was over J>s00 miles®© It took 23 days© How could one make trip with
$150«00 ? One should bo reasonable in criticising. Mr. Sasaki should have as-
ked me if he doibted anything on myo trip. lie cane to office to find out from
Mr. ~akai about trip expense, the way 1 understand. Then why did not he come

to me and ask about trip expenses from me© 1 could have given him full details«
Did he come to mo to ask ? 1M® HD DID NOTo  What was his motive in not asking
me ? What did he design ? These are partinent questions© You can answer
these partinent questions. It appears to me that definiteley he was looking for
a trouble for me« What for ?

At 35th Cooperative Congress, held on January 9*1945, which was the first cong-
ress after my return from the trip, 1 made full report of my trips in detail,ad
1 have given in figures HDW JEROME LIQUIDATION HAD TAKEN PLACE SUCCESSFULLY® Tbi
This report alone is worth trip 1 made. It was roarly a very beneficial trip
to Rohwer, Arkansas© This trip alone is worth my cost of entire trip. Not only
1 made the trip, 3mE£e?rtP but BEFORE L MADS REPORTt 1 APOLOGIZED BEFORE THE CON-
GRESS THAT I HAD TAKEN ADDITIONAL $1000 WITH THE CONSENT OS TxiE BOARD ONLY, Sor
that reason, L ASKED THE CONGRESS KINDLY UNDERSTAND WHY 1 HAD TO TAKE ADDITIONAL
$1000 WITH THE BOARD*S PERMISSION ONLY* I ASKED CONGRESSMEN »KINDLY TO EXCUSE
ME EOR THAT”o The Congress was good enough to understand ray explanations and
with UNANIMOUS VOTE ( 46 Congressmen present ) they approved ray trip expenses,
which was $93*71 more than original estimation of the trip which was $150.00
The additional cost was due additional trips to diffront centers and business
trips. Uy trips beside Gila Center were, PostcmO Rohwer Arkansas Via New Orlea-
ns, St Louis(for business trip) And Amache Colorado Relocation Center Co-Op.
The diffrence between $10000G and $93*71 which amouhts (56,29 was returned to Mr.
Sakai on December 28,1944« He ha3 ENT3* * of this sum ac page 33 of Cash Book,
as the evidence of receipt from me.

1 have never spent single penny without due authorisation» Mro Sasaki spoke

as if though 1 received bonus from coop® That is not true® 1 have not received
single penny of bonus from coop® None of uho Board members received bonus—not
a penny. it is hard to find out WHY MRO: SASAKI ii*d and lied in order to
harm my character and honor© Of cause, 1 could guess that there are some person
behind him, who caused him to say and act that way© Who is that Jonigger n
behind the wood pile ? That is up to the readers to guess.

1 have all evidences that my de%dsfas an officer of "lhe coiporation are clear
and honorable. If you wish to see them, 1 shill be very glacl to show them.

IT have all evidences to support my statement here® If you wish to sec the book
of Co-Op and records, any member is welcome to examine at eny time© We welcome
such an inquiry®©

1 hereby testify that there is absoluteley nothing wrong within the Co-Op. Ever-
y thing is in older and honorable®

SAM PUREICHI VHP HAVE USED PARADOXICAL WORDS AND
LI1ED AGAINST MS.

Mr. Sam Furuichi has lied and lied at the 39~h Congressional meeting, while 1

was absent© 1 cannot understand why he lied soo 1 have always tried to cover
him for protection "when he met major troubles while he was working with the Co-Op.
First of instances is that he received black mail twice in May 1943* One was
accusation against him of speeding extravegantly coop*s money while on his buying



trip to Salt Lake City* The other was his private matter , so that did not
concern us. However, these black mails became a subject of discussion at tk
tho Board meeting, and as the result l#« Furuichi wished to resign but 1 had
cadvised him, tnat ho can stay on the Board until his term of office expired,
which was end of June 19U3, He did stayuntil then, as result of my advise,
raster that time3from July 193 he became as anemployee with name of f
ervisor ” which title Toby Ogaya gave him for his position,, Other occasion
was last year« When he was serving as temporary Service Department Manager.,
around .April,May »June an& July, 19™j and when a good man was found for -ocr-
manent manager of Service Department, his service became trembling position«3
Ee made many errors at that time, which resulted in his ¥ loss of JobcF L
then, recommended to warehouse manager tothe Board ,, where thousands and thou-
sands dollars of goods come in and out-inother wordsthat position is the
trusted position. The 3oard of Directors were unanimous in * voting down F
ry recommendation with , some severe criticism against ny nomination of Mr*
Furuichi for warehouse manager, why the directors unanimouselya turned down
the recommendation is in the mind of the board members, That 1 ywas unable

to give him a suitable position. If 30oard says ” Mo ” it means 1 Ho. 1l
There happened another inportant thing last year. This one is sad news to
kr. Furuichi, Ee ippeared to the public as if though he resigned from the

position of tenporaray manger of Service Department, but the truth is it was
not. Ee was dismissed for certain roasons¥the evidence of which is in my handc
It was this. Decause certain reasons, his superior kr. Kawaguchi wanted to
dismiss him from the service entirely, Ee"made it in writing, that his ser-
vice is not satisfactory and that Mr® Kawaguchi wan not satisfied with Mr,
Furuichi’s service no longer, A& soon as 1 learned of this fact, 1 asked

kr. Kawaguchi to be kind enough to let me havo that letter. He said that he

would, with the understanding that Furuichi be dismissed from service,
1 agreed that 1 would ,but it should be in a nice way— have him resign®and
save his face as man. This was agreed upon, Through ” resignation methodxo»

1 had to have Mr, Furuichi leave from the service, 3ut that saved his face*
Many employees thought 1 had done right thing in using « resignation ®as tho
means of his leaving. It was that time, the Board of Directors at its 110th
3oard of Directors meeting , voted to pay him $500C0 ( August 18419i-:4) for
his overtimo and remembrance. We have minutes of the 3iard to that effect,
Ee was expecting $100,00 the# way 1 was suggested at that time. 1 told him
that he worked as an employee since* July 19U3 to August 190 The estimate
of overtime and remembrance amounts just $50.00 not such sum as $100,00

The 3oard of Directors was good enough to consider the above sum, although he
seemed to have expected $100, Wc can only pay what is believed to be fair.
Manager Class did not keep overtime before.late October ,tho Board felt that
they should be taken care of their overtimo, Mr, Furucihsi said that he did
not know for what reason, he was given $50,00, tho way monutes of Congress roa
raads, if he did not ¢¢hov wnat he was paid for, why did he receive that pay
check 7 If he did not know for what reason he was paid, he should never ac-
cepted that money. Is not it so 7 Certainly, one should never receive any
money that is not clear in Its nature of payment. 1 dont like the idea Mr/
Furuichi should receive any money that was not coming to him-at least that

is the way he presented it to the congress, and complained that his man under
him received $100.00 and accused me of not beingv fair to kr. Furuichi for

1 did not try to get from tho Board $100, for him also. Well, 1 haye already
explained enough on this <« By the way Mr. Kawaguchi’s lottor to Mr, Furuichi
for his dismissal was dated Topaz, Julyo29fl944 . Mr. Furuichi resigned on
August 11th. 19" e Mr, Jihei Yoshida knows all about these incidents.

Co-Op instituted this’Oroi and overtime payment method during the term of
Mr. Eikoroku Eonnami as the Chairman of the Board. TheOrel > in cash of
$100. was given Toby Oggwa, through suggestion of Mr. Takakuwa ,then a directs
ctor and passed by the 3oard ( January 25,19” ) This was the begining of

¥ Overtime and Appreciation payment » when an employee leaves after.long ser-
vice. IT this was not started may be we did never kept up this system of pay-
ing overtime. But once started, then, other employees too look forward to it.

At the congressional floor of 39th Congress, Mr. Furuichi ftas stated that there
is suspicion on the raicollaneous .expense account of December 31,1914 statement,
that every congressman should get statememt and investigate it. This is bad
words- it vause unnecessary suspicion on Chief Accountant and Cashier, as well
as to the management and executive head. Why does he speak such foolishness/
He knew that there is nothin.wrong in that'd item. Yet ho said it and laid
cloud of suspicion there, 1 cannot help, but think that he designed for pre-
sent troubles, and it was this reason that the Board of Directors wanted to

see him, before he left for California. Wo are sorry that we were unable to
see him before he left for California. ~e did not know his departure until



6_*

day "before he left. We even tried to se« him on Saturday, April 7,1975 in
order to demand his explanations on lics misdeeds against the 20a?d ar well as
to me personally. It is absoluteiey uujyaf?able on his part :'o= Xi-vs> be
has spoken at congressional floor.

ANSWER TO MR-£HQSUIGA

Mr. Hoshiga has stated on the congressional floor on March 13,154* a; "~ -
Qongress that 1 had said fin M. Hideshima » shut up,, n ao Aprii ?
Congress, while discussin;, loan of $15,000.. from the *"ank. THIS 10 LEulrDM- m
ATS LI* 1 have never said such profane language to Mr, Hideshima , /hi;

1 had said wa3 *SIT DOWN 1 < 1 said it foi lie was speaking while Mr Tl
zuki has floor, and floor of congress war sc noisy thatb it was absolute!
necessary to control the erdor of tin floor«. Since then Mr* Fidoshim-. af-t

1 were in good term and full understanding» He was a very good ccoperatea
during term of my office as president of Co-C>. to which 1 am gratful* (17,
DOBS MRT IDbIUGA BRING UP OHS YEAR OLD DEAD STORY TO ACCUSE MB ?  WHAT IS FXw
PURPOSE ? Why, Mr. Hideshima has forgotten all about the incident, Oh,NO.
Mr. Hoshiga had some other reason* ._Mr. Ebrhiga used Mr. Hideshima as an
excuse and used him as the means of expressing his ( Mr. Hoshigals) hate aga-
inst me, 3ECAUSE 1 DID NOT CITE HIM BIGHT TO SPEAK ON THE HT-CRP. OP CONGEES

on the night of April 4,19%* Why should 1 have given him priviledge of sp-
eaking on the floor, when he came as an observer, iIn place of congressman Ogi
of block h ? Mr. Hoshiga was dieing to speak that night. Ho raised/tim; ax
again for right to speak# Each time 1 said MO*tt hand

That is the reason Mr. Hoshiga said that 1 was acting like a dictator,ard cup-
pressed fro® spaach. The truth of his accusation is not for the interest of

Mr. Hoshiga. That was for his own case.- his own hatred against mo Jbecause

1 did not give Mm right to speak that evening. nls it a good sportmansMp ? *

ANSWER TO MHISETSUJI TANAKA ABOUT OVERTIME PARENT AND QREI

This subject is discussed already,therefore 1 am not taking much soace here.
Hoard of Directors are not to receive any orei or bonus or such other than

actual service, not to got paid intrincical services. But the case with hie
enploypeB are diffrent. The By-"aws, Article 5, Section 9 5-B provides xor
taking good care of employees. xaking care of employyeos is considered the

right of management, and not the power of policy making body-The Hoard of Di-
rectors. But it always did come up in the Board meeting and the Board tad take,
care of i1t, through general manager.

1 have never paid unreasonable pays to employees. All payments were made on
reasonable and justifyable grounds. 1 say again here, THAT NONE 0S” THE -CARD
OP DIRECTORS EVER KSCIEVED SINGLE PENNY FOR BONUS.

ANSWR TO EXTREMELY SHYERS PERSONAL ATTACK 1UD3 BY I1AT3UKI NAKAHARA

Mr. Hatsuki Nakahara, congressman from my own block 2€, had said in the Congress*
that n why should a person who failed to be elected to Block Assembly even, be
appointed to Executive Secretary ? Tills is responsibility of tie Board of Dire-
ctors. M

Mr. Nakahara should know very well, how 1 was not elected from the building to
the Block Assembly. It is difficult to understand your mind, to have laid
barrage of unreasonable accusation»personally, against me, when 1 have served
for hhe people of this center, and to the establishment of Co-Op on a sound and
firm foundations ever since founding of Topaz Co-Op, and for past two years and
half as one of the leaders of Co-Op who have shown the finest result and proucW ;
able record of achievements.

1 heard of an incident of last election in my block, especiallay -my building,
that there was passed in under the door of one of the apartments, with THREATE-
NING WORDS * that i1f you vote for Yamate, watch your window,w 1 can well ima-
gine who is the person who done this misdeeds in influencing voters. This is
just one incident. You know all this vexy well*

In this world of ours, there are not men like you always- there are men who are
open minded and fair in judgement, without prejudices. 1 am sure of it. To
those men | depend for fair and impartial judgements . Executive Secretary and
Treasurer need not be member of the Board nor he need be a congressman. This

is clearly stated in the By-Laws* For Tirst one year and half, Topaz Co-Op

had men without being Board members and or congressman*



\7hen 1 was elected and offered the Executive Secretaryshipt 1 ;only accepte 1
it as an expression on ny part, as the evidence of my sincere appreciations
for the cooperations —wonderful cooperations 1 have received during theb tern
of ray office as President and Chairman.of the Board-, for past one yearn When
1 was offered with that position some Board Members expressed regret that the
position of Executive Secretary is too small for me* But 1 dAid tirdt anyth ai
-g is good enough for me* l-only will he very glad to cooperate witn tne he i
Board for 1 am deeply appreciative of wonderful cooperations 1 was given oy
old "board members and large number of congressmen- 1 only wished to show pi-iall
part of my deep appreciations toward them* *%fyou want me to do janitor, 1
will do so for you. 1 am just gratful for wonderful cooperations and smoooth
operation of Co-Op for past one year*ll/ Those were the exact words 1 told

my old friends in the Board*

After serving as Vice President and Vice ChAirman of tiio Board for a yoar and
half and after serving one ful year as the president and as the Chairman of
the 30ard of Directors, is Executive Secretaryship an honor position to be iIn?

1 accepted Executive Secretaryship, just to show ray sincere appreciations to
the wonderful cooperations 1 received last two years and Half particularly
during the terra of ray office as president and Chairman of the Board*

AtISWHH TO M4y OKAMDTO WHO COMPLAINED 0? » HQ SOUP POP. pABBEBS*»
IT Mr* Okamoto is dissatisfied with the « NO BONUS TO 3AR3EE3 n why not appeal

to managers meeting and lodge compalint shout it* 1 am sure the managers
group will be very glad to take it up* You should present compalint where

it should be taken to. Take it through manager of Service Department.,and
through iJeneral Manager, and then to the Board* It is hardly the place for
you to make complaint at the Congress. Especially," to lay personal attacks

against me iIn congress for you iIs not becoming as an employee of the Co-Op*

1 would like to call attention of congressmen to the fact that Mr** Okamoto

has income from Co-Op a total of $30*75 month* Even a board member,¢ie
only receives $19,00 for his service as an employee and plus clothing allowncc
a total of $28*75 Mr* O amoto receives said $22*75 plus $5*00 for tools,
rental and $3*00 for janitlSril service a total of $30*?5 "WOT BAB, IS IT ?
iihat is your thought, gentlemen who are reccing $16,00 and $19*00 for cash
allowances. You dont mind receiving $30*75 &d- seme more by I TIPS*«

Baord felt that the Barber shop lost money ever since we had it opened < Eor
any shortage, we had to cover with the money which made by other department”
employees, with swet day after day* Cavering shuortages every month in tnis
manner K? bad enough t Ifwe pay out more, then we will be using more of
money made by other fellows efforts.”” That is the way the Board looked upon
the situation* IT you have overtime, YES, sure you will be paid*

What do you readers think of those situations ? What would members of Co-Op
think ? 1 ask fair judgement on this complaint, Do you think Mr*vOkamoto
should have NOre income fither than above mentioned items ? Best thing will
be for Mr. Q, amoto to go to Managers Meeting and take it up with them.” Then
present the case to the Board for consideration* This s my sincere suggest-
ion.

ANSWER TO MRiNAKABAYASHIS PLAN AND HISUHDERSTAETp. INO

You say that appointment of person not in congress nor in Board is contrary to
the spirit of By-Laws* What do you know about tae spirit of ay-laws* Why,

do you know these By-Laws and Articles of Incorporation aro prepared by Mr* ke-
nzaki and myself after study and study and picked up tne host ones for our use*
Then spirit of By-Laws are expressed clearly iIn words. True enough there is
little diffrence here and there, may be typing error , may be not direct in
traslation etc* But we had never hed, troubles like last one and half month in
the history of Topaz Co-Op* Why all these fuss about ? It does not master
what change youi”~ight make in By-Laws,-if it is against Cooperative Laws of
D.C. that would be nul and void* ITf you read well, contents of ANNOUNCEMENT
by the BOard of Directors, dated April 11,19"5» then y°u Will understandJ>ettei
1 am sure of It®* Treasurer and Executive Secretary are elected by the aoard,
as officers of the corporation.*



Treasurer and Executive Secretary need not 'to a member of the —>0™rd nol iihoy
need bo a congressman.

Th.O Reason 1 am making a written answer to tbo vicious fale accusations is «*
give the public »xay side of the storyo One sided story leads to misjudgement ~
which is ubfair. Persons who accused me were heard already«, 1 wish to pre onf
ny side of story for your informations and sincerely wish that you will kind, y
give these questions a fair judhement*

Bespectfully yours»

Sasato yamate

April 5.19te

.itifcU&'K have written the above, 1 came to think more of the situation and
*have decided to present more clLear;y just what is the trouble with the pres-
ent Co-Op situation™®

In present Co-Op troubles, we are obliged to see clearly, tnat Mr# Koshiro
Nakabayashi and Ur* Hatsuki Nakahara of Block 20, are the central fTigures
and leaders of opposing gro-up. They have tried their best against my int-
erest at 39th Congress, forabbey have tried their best to have » Votej» No
Confidence » passed* They are living in the block where 1 reside*

Two days after passing of » Vote of Ho Confidence « measure, lr. Nakahara
came to Co-Op office jubilantly and had said »that.at a time like this, tae
Board of Directors should resign en masse™for it is the Boards responsi-
bility that appointed ur. Yamate for Executive Secretrayship. » - This was
said to Ur* Takahashi* It appears from Ur. Nakahara»s statement that

this trouble was well planned before hand, and not an incident* This is
especially so in the case of Ur. Hakabayashi-he lias presented to the floor
of hi st Congress,held on April 6,19"5. «itor AGENDA EOR EVENING was finished
THAT THE ENTIBE BOARD SHOULD RESIGN*  This demand was a bomb-shel from clear
sky for die Board members for that was not iIn the agenda* This is known fact
for audiences have heard and we have congressional records that will prove
of the fact that he is one of the leaders of present Co-Op troubles* vdhat
are the reasons that they are toying so hard to have present Board Members
to resign 7 What is the reason, that they are so anxiousely after my
Executive Seretaryship 7

The attempt to overthrow present Co-Op 3oard of Directors is A DISTRUCTIVE
ACT WHICH 1S NOT PERMISSIBLE IN THE EYES OP PUBLIC INTEREST* When we see
these two ments activities, we can see part of the activities that prevented
my being elected to the Block Assembly from my building® When 1 mention
this* you can understand that Mr* Nakabayashi and ~r* Nskaharais activities
are representatives of those grot?) of x>egple who are against me in the block,
And, there must be reasons of opposing me in connection with OTHER ORGANIZATE
ONS.SUCHAS BUDDHIST CHURCH, VARIOUS PROBLEMS SURROUNDING THE "SHARI-TOW,"
and in the matter of personal reason of opoosing me might have deep root in
STUDENT AID TROUBLES OVER PUMIKO NAKABAYASHI CASE. When you give thoughts
on these points ,you can well underatand WHT Ur* Nakabayashi is so streniou—
sly opposed to my being Executive Secretary* They are confusing private
and other organizations problems with the Co-Op and causing thesec troubles.
SHOULD PUBLIC PERMIT MRINAKAEARA AND U3gNAKA3AYASHI BRING BLOCK TROUBLES OR
PERSONAL CONTRAVERSISS, OR OTHER ORGANIZATIONS TROUBLES INTO THE CO-OP 7

1 am sure they understand what 1 mean 7 1 am sure they will not deny their
personal feelings are very much injected intp the present Co-Op troubles.

1 ask people*s fair and impartial judgements on present Co-Op troubles.

April ljkljte
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NOTES ON CONFERENCE REGARDING CO-OP FACTIONAL DISPUTE.

Conference of April 2.

Présent: Mr. Hoffman, Mr. Sanford, MF. Kanzaki, Mr. Takahashi,
Mr. Yamate, Mr. Nozaka, and Mrs. Hunter.

The Friday evening (March 30) meeting had an “undesirable end-

ing”. Mr. Kanzaki “saw no hope to do anything”. They had con-
sidered 1 - discontinuance of patronage refund receipts so that
they might concentrate on liquidation, and 2 - the question of

election of directors - the last two elected on February 20.

Mr. Nozaka stated “employees disgusted at Congress political
trouble and expressing desire to get away from this employment”

He said further that a false rumor was spreading that some direc-
tors took Co-op money. He suggested that the Congress meeting be
postponed for awhile, but was told that they must comply with

the by-laws. (The by-laws provide for a regular Congress meeting
on the first Tuesday of each month.)

MF. Yamate stated that my memorandum of March 23 concerning dis-
continuance of refund receipts ‘“came i1n too late” for the meeting
of March 30. I pointed out that they had received it a week be-
fore. He stated that it was “not available” but that Mr. Nozaka

had explained my memo.

It was suggested that all communications be read at the beginning
of meetings. This would tend to prevent objections by the oppo-
sition that information was withheld from them. It would serve
also to make clear that we are impartial In our opinions and

advice.



NOTES ON CONFERENCE REGARDING CO-OP FACTIONAL DISPUTE.
Conference of April 3

Present: Air. Hoffman, Mr. Sanford, Mr. Hoshiga, Dr. Ochikubo,
Mr. Nakabayashi, Mr. Ishizaki, Mr. Nakamura, Mr. Hide-
shima, and Mrs. Hunter.

This group stated that it represents 39 Congressmen (from 24
blocks) who attended the Congress meeting of March 30. The
group met April 1 and asked these men to represent them at a
meeting with the administration to explain the issues involved
in connection with the special Congress meeting to be held
April 6. They charged that Mr. Kanzaki conducted the March 30
meeting In a high-handed manner, refused to put questions to a
wote and then "'dismissed” the meeting.

The group was now wasking to oust the entire Board for failure
to function properly. It was pointed out to them that they had
given no notice of intention to oust at the special meeting to
bé held April 6th; that they had merely given notice of charges
against the Board. The group decided that they would move a
vote of lack of confidence in the Board; if the Board should
refuse to resign the group would then give notice of iIntention
to remove them at the next meeting.



MI1TNUTES

MINUTES of a Meeting held on Wednesday, April 11, 19472,
in Mr. Sanford’s office, regarding differences between
the Board of Directors of the Business Enterprises and
a group of 36 Congressmen.

PRESENT: Mr. Sanford, Mr. Bell, Mr. Buchanan, Mr. G.
Hoshiga, Chairman of the Resident Group,
Dr. G. L. Ochikubo, E. S. Ishizaki,
S. Nakamura, Nobuo Tabata, S. Hideshima,
and K. Nakabayashi.

Mr. Sanford presided as Chairman and Mrs. Hunter took
the minutes.

After the meeting was called to order, Dr. Ochikubo
outlined the difficulties anddevelopments which lead

to the Special Meeting of the Congress held last Friday
night (April 6, 1945).

Dr. Ochikubo stated that a group, consisting of the
resident members present, met with Mr. Nozaka and Mr.
Kanzaki and asked them if they would grant the special
meeting which they had requested. Mr. Nozaka and Mr.
Kanzaki, 1n turn, presented a memorandum suggesting
that the group iIn question meet with them Thursday
afternoon at 2:30 o’clock. They finally agreed to
meet at 10:30 on Friday, at which time the Board of
Directors had a quroum present.

Mr. Buchanan, Project Attorney, called attention of the
group to the fact that a statement had been made to the
effect that he had suggested and advised that the present
group ask for a vote of lack of confidence. Mr. Buchanan
said: ”As a matter of fact, you left our last meeting
with the apparent idea of asking for a vote of lack of
confidence. At first you were concerned with getting

two board members out, but later you were interested

in getting them all out.” Subsequently, Mr. Buchanan
stated, he had received word to the effect that at a
meeting when Mr. Sanford and Mr. Hoffman were present,

he had suggested that all of the directors should be
asked to resign. ”In other words,” he said, 7™the sug-
gestion of ousting the .entire Board is laid to me.

Y/hat 1 really said was, after you had suggested such a



Procedure, was to hold off on that and only use it as
a last resort.”

The resident members present agreed that this was so;
that fhey came with the idea of asking for removal of the
entire Board; and that Mr. Buchanan had advised them

only as he stated; and that he had not been the one to
suggest that the Board be ousted.

Mr. Nakabayashi said: ”In order to have a meeting,

we had to have a definite purpose and then we put in
the fourth item - the motion for a vote of lack of con-
fidence.” ”You suggested we should have a purpose,”

he added.

Dr. Ochikubo explained that pursuant to a gentleman®s
agreement between the group present, representing a
majority of the congressmen, and Mr. Kanzaki represent-
ing the Board of Directors of the Co-op, the fourth
item was withdrawn.

Mr. Nakabayashi said that the group was advised that if
they (the board of directors) were forced to the issue
of the vote of lack of confidence, they would fight it,
but 1f the group withdrew the fourth item, they (the
board of directors) would resign.

Dr. Ochikubo said, in augmenting Mr. Nakabayashi*s
statement, that they had said the Board would resign
automatically. He said that at the meeting they got
through the three points without much argument, but

as nothing was settled regarding the gentlemen®s agree-
ment, they asked for a continuation of the meeting - a
continuation of the meeting held Friday night, April

6, 1945’

Mr. Nakabayashi added that they were promised a conti-
nuation of the meeting within two weeks.

Dr. Ochikubo said that the group they are representing
has now requested a special meeting for this Friday,
April 13, 19455 to consider the question of the resig-
nation of the entire Board of Directors and to consider
officially the petition signed by the 36 Congressmen.



Dr. Ochikubo said that on Monday morning Mr. Ishizaki
was asked by the group to see Mr. Kanzaki to see if
they would meet with the group. He said they would
meet on Monday afternoon at 3 o°"clock, but after lunch
he went to Mr. Ishizaki®s place and said they would
hold a board of directors® meeting and would meet with
the group on Tuesday.

Dr. Ochikubo added in effect: We do not believe our
request for a special meeting will be granted. The

last meeting was not granted until four or five hours
before the meeting. In view of this we came today to
ask Mr. Buchanan some questions. We have not received
notice of the meeting yet. We will ascertain if the
Secretary has sent out notices. If not, we want to

call a special meeting and send out our own notices and
we want to know about the legality of the procedure.

We want to send out our own notice to all congressmen

to the effect that we have presented our petition and
will hold a meeting on Friday evening. We want to know
if that 1s legal. ITf the Secretary advises that notices
are not being sent out, can we do that? The By-laws do
not provide for a meeting or procedure to call a meeting
in such a case.

Mr. Buchanan said in effect: The question which is
bothering me and which has bothered me all along is the
question of giving advice to one group or the other.
Recently | have not answered the questions raised in
letters sent by Mr. Kanzaki, as Vice-Chairman of the

Board of Directors because of this fact. 1 don®t think

It I1s wise. 1 am trying to avoid answering questions or
issuing opinions on any matter that is in dispute between
two factions. If on the other hand, the Congressmen would
meet and then present questions, that would be a different
matter. The questions would be put by an official body
representing both sides. Your questions are put on behalf
of one group and even though a factional group represents
a majority i1t is still an unofficial group. The adminis-
tration does not want to take sides iIn these matters.

Dr. Ochikubo said i1n effect: We came here with a single
question. We merely want to know if our contemplated
procedure is legal. We are trying to find the proper
procedure. If the answer to our question iIs '"yes', and
the Board of Directors will hot attend the meeting, which
Is what we expect, but we have a quorum present regardless
of that fact, we feel that we could elect a temporary
Chairman and hold the meeting.



Mr. Buchanan: Let us assume that you hold a meeting;
that the members of the Board of Directors do not attend;
that you vote to oust the Board of Directors; and you
claim a properly called meeting and they claim otherwise,
what have you then? You still have a dispute to settle.

Mr. Sanford; This group, 1 understand, represents a
group of 36 congressmen who signed the petition. Suppose
Mr. Kanzaki would be willing to call a meeting of the
Board immediately and send some half dozen delegates to
represent them, would you feel that it would be proper
for both sides to ask questions. In that way both sides
would get the same answers as to what can and what cannot
be done.

Mr. Buchanan: On March 30th both sides were present but
no questions were asked at that time. The only time
questions are asked of us i1s by one group or the other
separately.

Dr. Ochikubo: They did not abide by their gentlemens
agreement. The Board has no right to deny a special
meeting which has been called.

Mr. Bell: The point that Mr. Buchanan raised was that
he did not want to answer questions propounded by one
group because he would not be dealing with an official
body. * IT a meeting was held with members of the other
group iIn attendance, the same thing would still apply
unless the delegates were officially empowered to repre-
sent the Board of Directors.

Mr. Buchanan: Yes, if we were to receive the other group,
both factions would be present but to be official the Board
of Directors would have to authorize the delegates to rep-
resent them. We have received word from Washington endors-
ing the idea of not giving advice when it is purely to fac-
tional groups. In this case there are two factional groups.

Mr. Sanford: You want to have both sides hear the answers
to legal questions at the same time?

Mr. Buchanan: The way it is now, if 1 say something they
like they talk about it and if I don"t, they withdraw it
from circulation. As 1 understand it, the Board of Direc-
tors wanted a small two-group meeting and this group said
they would meet with them providing they would call the
special meeting requested.



Dr. Ochikubo: You seem to think it is going to be more
difficult if you answer questions now but I think it will
be more difficult if we are not proceeding legally and 1
think we should be advised as to proper procedure.

Mr. Bell: You would not have any objections to the rep-
resentatives of the other group getting the same legal
advice that you get.

Dr. Ochikubo: The advice could be in writing and they
could receive a copy, the same as us.

Mr. Sanford: I want to make it clear that the Project
Attorney has been put in a rather embarrassing situation
because, let us say, of language difficulties. One side
or the other has interpreted things differently than he
has stated. For that reason, he would probably prefer
to answer questions when both groups were present.

Dr. Ochikubo: We will leave the questions with you and
you send a copy of the questions and answers to the Board
and to us.

Mr. Sanford: Even the, the other side will probably have
additional questions to ask.

Mr. Bell: You can appreciate that I have not been in on
the controversy, but I want to do the right thing. I will
be glad to give consideration to the answering of any
questions asked of Mr. Buchanan* I cannot promise a di-
rect answer immediately of all questions as there may be
some questions of policy involved which would require

some time and attention.

Mr. Tabata: We only want an interpretation of the by-laws.
We are not interested in receiving advice.

Mr. Buchanan: I would like to point out to you, and 1
think the Board of Directors understand this clearly, that
the Co-op comes under the Community Management Division.
Your questions should be put to Mr. Sanford, Assistant
Project Director in charge of the Community Management
Division. They will come me through regular channels

if Mr. Sanford decides they should be answered. Whether

or not any of the questions will be answered or not will
first have to be decided as a matter of administrative
policy.



The group present through Dr. Ochikubo then presented
the following questions:

1. Should the Secretary fail to give Notice of a
Special Meeting which has been requested by
one-third of the Congressmen, would it be legal
for the group requesting the Sepcial Meeting to
issue its own notice to all members of the Congress?

2. Would a meeting held under such conditions, (regard-
less of whether any officer ori .member of the Board
of Directors attends) with a quorum present, be
official and legal?

3. Is it within the authority of the Congressmen request-
ing a special meeting to set the date, time, and place
of such meeting when sufficient notice 1is given to
the Board of Directors in regard to the meeting?

The group said they would call back at 2 o’clock in the
afternoon to receive their reply. A Tew minutes later
they announced that they would withdraw the questions

and would not ask the Project Attorney for an interpre-
tation of the by-laws, and that they would proce®l without
receiving an opinion on the legality of their actions.

The meeting was adjourned at 12:00 o’clock A._M.

Mrs. Adeline Hunter

Resident Members Present and Addresses

G. L. Ochikubo, D.D.S. 23-9-C
£. S. Ishizaki 19- 3-D
S. Nakamura 12-12-C
G. Hoshiga, Chairman 4-7-B
Nobuo Tabata 3-4-F
S. Hideshima 31-10-C

K. Nakabayashi 20- 3-C



ANITQUHCB.IENT IN KSGARD TO THE #ffPOINTMENT OP
MB* SASATQ YAMATP. AS THI™ EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

Topaz, Utah, April 11,1975

TO: The Members of Tcpaz Consumers Cooperative Enterprises,Inc,

At the Congressional Meeting,held on March 13»19"5 there had been paased a
motion against appointment of Mr# Sasato Yamate, as the Executive Secretary.
Mr# Yamate was Chairman ofi the Board of Directors and President of Topaz Co-Op
last one year and previous to that, he served as the Vice President, ever since
founding of Topaz Co-Op» The motion against Mr# Yamate was presented by tyo*
Setsuji Tanaka of Block 9» Congressman,, who had said that it was his Blocks
Block Meeting resolution, and he was supprtod by hr# Shizuo Sasaki Block 2j

Co gressman, Mr. Sam Puruichi of Block 6 and two or three others#* They had
hade fale statements and false accusations without ground against r. Yamate
defaming the good name and character of Mr, Yamate# ~

On that evening,Mr. Yamate wa3 not present at the Congressional Meeting, tnerefo
re, he didn not know what had happened# He was not given notice of such accu-
sations be laid against him, therefore, he had no chance of answering and refut.”
ing agsint accusations# It is very regretfulthat Hr» Yamate was not given a
chance of answering against false accusations*

At that meeting Mr» Hatsuki Nakahara Congressman of Block 20 ( Mr. Yamate lives
in Block 20 ) had gone into an extreme of saying™ that the Board of Directors
responsible for the appointment of Mr. Yamate as the Executive Secretaryship#
For this reason, the Board of Directors wish to make it known WHY MS? YAMATE wes
appointed for the Executive Secretary? had WEY THE BOABD HAS CONPIDEKCE IN MB.®
YAMATE, and ask your fair judgement on the issue confronting us#

Mr. Yamate is one of the founder of Topaz Co-Op , and ever since then, he had h..
been one of the active leader of the Qo-Op. He had strived for he&ltiy deve-
lopment of coop# and had struggled to lead the Co-Op for ahealthy oporatioh ,
on a sound basis and hassucceeded iIn establishment of Co-Op on a PIDM FOUNDATION
financialy and otherwise. You are Tamiliar with these feell known facts#

It is well known facts also, that ever since the founding of Topaz Co-Op, Mr»
Yamate had been active figure 1ij. the Board as well as a leader in the Congress,
and as such, he mot many dabates and arguments in deciding major policies of the
Co-Op, but always his contentions end proposals a3 to the policies were carried
with overwhelming majority# He won most of major points because he was always
for the best interest of the people#  His decisions were not beclouded by any
personal reasons. He was for the peoples interest, First and last# Por these
reasons, at times, he caused to invite personal envy and even caused to make an
enemy out of debates and arguments. However, it is very common, that a man of
PUBEIC LIFE very often meet such a situation-i#e. make enemies, 1 .Mr# Yaraato’s
case iIs no exception to this« Por instance, he had fought against certain group
of residents who opposed in opening Co-Op Pish Markot-this fight lasted one year
and a half but Ffinally won the battle and Co-Op Pfsh Market was opened finally
last August. The residents appreciate lower prices compared with exhorbitant
prices wo »ere obliged to pay to Delta Pish Market# Residents have been saving
thousands dollars from this fish market alone, but very few people know of Mr#
Yamate*s effort and resultant benefit they are enjoying#

The Board of Directors felt that Mr# Yamate is the best fitted person for the
office of Executive Secretary, for ho is one of the founder of tie Co-Do and ie
is the man of long experience in business with honrable records, and he knows

A to Z of Topaz Co-Op, His ability is beyond question;his honesty and integrity
is beyond question, Por these” reasons, the Board of Directors felt that it is
for the best interest of tne people, that he be appointed the Executive Secretar;
and serve the people with his utmost of his ability.

We are not interested in the troubles of other organizations to which Mr, Yamate
might bo* involved, and we are not interested in his personal and private contro-
versy.



The Board of Directors rcsont any attenpt to bring about confusion into the Cc-0
from outside sourcosO Wo rcsont any attempt on anybody’s port to make a Co-Op
problem a political foot ball«, of this contor® Wo sincerely request your seri-
ous considerations on our position and this is especially so5 when tho caso
in question is absoluteley have no foundation®

Mr* Setsuji Tanakas who bad presented with the so called Block 9 Boco"intion

had admitted that he has erro&in that ho bas made report fee the biook, an “mrxjy
with insufficient knowledge and micinformationsP which res®tod in decision cf
the Blocfe Meeting of Block 9 to present with the Yeto of Bo Confidence Measure
against Mr* Y&mateo He deeply regretod that bo wan too hasty erei, apologized.
Mr© lanate in presence of Board ‘e Xcgll, Grm-tre© caxd Baci lindiag Consultt-eo
onnihe night of liarch 277435 at the co- Officeo  Xhis is good-one of the
evidence that Mr© Carmate is innocent of accusations laid against Jdoc.

The Board reaffirmed Confidence :inh Mrc Yamate at XU2 nd Board Meeting with unani-
mous votesO

These are the reasons which we have elected and appointed lira Yomate for tho
inportant official position of the Go Operative™ to which we sincerely request
the members to give kind understandings and sincerely hope to have your cogpor-
ationso We only ask for ywttr fair and imparti-ai. judgement in this questions)

RGspeotfully subnittdj,

THS BMvD OB D1(OTCR3 OB TOhIZ CONS'J*S2S
0CQ™m~XYE MTBBPRIdIdSMIICo



ANNOUNCEMENT
«Aprii 12 19145

TO1 THE MEMBERS OP TOPAZ CONSUMERS COOPERATIVE ENTERPRISES, INC.

As Aoril 6,19145 we have made announcement and report to you of what has hap.oa®
ned up to March JO,19"5 on which date Cooperative Congress met. We have kindly-
requested of you to have through understanding of the situation confronted the
Co™Op.- Since then, the development is not satisfactory. Especially, for past
few days the situation is getting to be worse and have developed into a grave
situation. It is very difficult to determine at this time, what an unforseen
misfortune may suddenly happen. Eor this reason,we are obliged to make this
announcement public,and explain the position of the Board of Directors and cla-
{ify the situation in order to have your understanding.of the situation through-
Y-

The Congressional Meeting,held on March 30,195 had turned into a very bad atmo-
sphere. Por this reason, the Chairman had declared, n that 1 am unable to pro-
cede with the business of the evening, therefore, 1 shall declare this meeting
NeReddfer 1 Nceveny;??# " This is dearly presented to you with the announcement
01 April b,1945. Tihis declaration was caused by the bad atmosphere of the Conp-
ressional meeting which developed gradually and business of the evening was imp-
ossible to proced. There was danger of violence through increasing feeling of
antagonism through arguments on the floor. The Chairman wished to avoid such
unfortunate incidents,for he felt it to his responsibility to act accordingly.

The Chairman had exercised his authority to take care such a situation. That is
the Chairman s authority. There is no question as to his authority in such an
emergency.

Some Congressmen say that''the closing of the meeting without consulting the floor
is against the right procodings of the mooting and that it is contrary to ths
By Lawf£i*" ~ THM! 1S 1,01 thue. their thinking and contention

IS ALL WRONG. Please give a thought to this- that when the floor of meeting gets
out of order and noisy with voices rise all in one time and when disturbance
appears from audience"s floor and when the floor of Chngress demands change of
Chairman ad. when some one rises from the floor without Chairman®s consent, to
n is high time to act quickly. She floor would listen to no reason, ,
_uch time. At such a_time, what could be gained by asking the floor for ad-
vise in closing tne meeting?

S? i N Teen 1% fit that *s.good office may be able to help se-
dffficulty, and has seen representatives of Co-Op and that of opposition

«
Ishizaki ,Hidebhima,OchikubO ,“akabayashi and Hoshiga,

g oxp consisting of »Messrs.

rguments outlined in brief fbrﬁ?tgop%ﬁgz ﬁ@dcgﬁ'§t599“¥%e0¥?{ﬁéWESH fﬁ?%héﬂf&fs
and may be able to offer solution.

To the above proposition of the Project Director, it is reported that the oppo-
sition parties declined his good offer on the ground that if that was done the
whole inside story of personal attack may be revealed in open.

We, the Board of Directors have always stood on thB RIGHTEOUSNESS- and right ar”u-

t N W oa We,the Board of Directors have noth”

to hide from public nor from Project Director. We have nothing to be shamed of

in our contentions and facts to be presented to the public nor to any of the admi-
nistrative officers. Our acts a re all above BOARD and cuen to public ,. We
have no intention of personal attack in public questions. We agreed to Kha pro-
posal of Project Directors good office, but the opposition group declined the
ng@iation*— we are at loss, why they did not accept good offer from Project Direr
ctor.

The Congressional Meeting of Jipril 6, Was held because of petition to have it
held, received from the above opposition representatives and their adherents.
The meeting was held on Firm agreement on both parties to the following points;

1»  that there shall be no HOT ARGUMENTS like lhat Oof last Congress
and that peace and orderly procedijigs of the business for the
evening.

2. that tne Board’s representatives had demanded to h"ve ~r. Yaraate
be given an opportunity to refute fale and vicious accusations
made against him at 39 Congiess. But this was egtv.3d to bo
the first business of the e /egress to be held shortly afta
evening’s Oongraf-s, Tne beiciness of one evening w
only, tnose presented iIn the pec Ition, Tfcis was agreed.. ypon,
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The meeting was to have following three points as agendaf
(Charges made by the opposition group)

At that the Board failed to execute resolutions of i
39th Congress* This is an act of ignoring the cong-
ressional decisions*

B* It is outragious that the Board failed to make public
certain public documents at the Congressional meeting*

Cc* that Chairman’s failure to consult the floor for closi.
ng of the meeting is contrary to the right preceding
of a meeting.

The Congress was to have explanations from the Cppesition group first to which
Board of Directors were to answer theilr charges.

WHAT WAS THE SECENE THAT EVENING ?

xhe opposition group agreed to take off ” Advise to the Board to
Resign Bn Masse, signed by 23 Congressmen,including themselves

and not to make it an issue that evening»

on group , after hearing the answers from the Board, and when there was no gro-
und to demand the Board to resign, the Congressional Meeting was ready to close,
Tfoo Cfahir announced his intention of closing the meeting. But, suddenly, Mr.
Koshiro Nakabayashi raised a demand that the Board resign Bn Masse*  THIS IS
CONTRARY TO THE AGREEMENT ENTERED IN THE AFTERNOON of Aoril 6}19"5 » when rep-
resentatives of IWth parties met* The persons who represented opposition group
lead the HOT ARGUMENTS instead of abiding by the agreement of that afternoon*
The arguments went into early morning 12:30 A*M. Finally both party agreed:
that there shall be special congressional meeting held within two weeks «and
agenda of the meeting is to be arranged by the meeting of two parties* of which
5.persons were to represent Congress* by appointment by Chairman of the Congress

and meet Board’ repre™nt_ativos*
of April 7,194TTH T e -

However ;- the, attitude of the opposition group developed to be outragious since
then* They have not sent Congressional Committees to talk thingsover with the
3oard*s representatives* Instead they have drawn up demand for Board’s resi-
gnation as entire body. This was on April 10,1945- that Mr, Ishlzski,Hoshiga,
Nakahara,Ochikubo and Nakabayashi appeared at the Co-Op office and delivered to
Mr. Kanzaki, Acting Chairman of the Board, with DEMAND FOR RESIGNATION OF ENTIRE
BOARD. The reason was given to be » that they have absolutely/ no confidence

in the present Board* * Beside them, there is listed additional co-signers

30 in number.

MEMBERS OF THE COOPERATIVE, WE APPEAL TO YOU TO HAVE YOU CONSIDER, What is that d

they have in mind. They totally ignore the decisions of 1+l st Congress ( held
on April 0,19145 ) What is the reason that they are taking such an outragious

hasty steps ?

THEY ARE THE ONE IGNORE CONGRESSIONAL DECISIONS.- NOt the BOard.

Board is respecting the decisions of the Congress when they are legal*

The Board of directors were elected only two month ago.
planng for sane administration of the cooperative enterprises, Whftt wrong ha.s

the Board committed ? Has the Board committed any serious act that require

resignation of entire body ?  CERTAINLY NOTF. Making troubles on the Co-Op is

the works of certain group of opposition carp of the BOard of DfcrefchDPS*

WITHOUT ANY SOUND REASON, THEY ARE TRYING TO FORCE PRESENT BOARD TO RESIGN, lo
THIS FAIR WAY OF DOING THINGS ? How can any one dare disturb a peaceful opera-
tion of the Co-Op ? How can any one dare raise storm on the peaceful flat laaglL"j

The Board of Directors had met in emergency meeting that evening and had taken
the_petion into a serious consideration, and have reached to the following conc-

lution;
11

The Board had gent letter do Messrs* Ed&higa and lahizaki on 4/11/45 accordingly*

The petitoon to hold special congress without consultation ie
the Board’s representative as to iIts agenda contray to the
decision of the Congress ( April 6,1945 )

The Board needs time to study the petion Ah&t demands rosignsu.
tion of entire Board, as a whole* - For this reason, the Board
is unable to hold special congressional meeting on the date ( 7/’
they demand ( April 13*1945 ) for there is not sufficient time,
txierefore, the Board will nnotify the opposition group as soon
as the date ij SjtO They can come to the Bre-Congress meeting
of commiit * .in Y)28c- meetinbwith the Board’s representatives,

After making above agreements, the Opositi-

The meeting closed for the evenin®™? 12iTO A*lh

The Board is sincerely
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There hap-pend another outragious act on April 1171970  Thiis act was committed
in the name, of Congressional Committoe* This "GROUP. sent but to all con
ressmon. notice of special congressional meeting* to 'te held on April 13tl9%5
at Dining Sail 2b* The entire wording is as follow®

« April 11,1975
NOTICE OF SPECIAL CONGRESSIONAL MEETING

ate: Friday»April 13A9*+5 7*3$ P A
Placer Dining Hall 2&
Agendar Demand of Rei”nation of Entire Members of The Board of Directors

Complying with the By-Laws »Article IV»Section 9»request to Mr# Kanzaki,acting
Chairman of the Board of Dirretors»has been made by more than one third members
of the Congress to call special congressional meeting on Fridayvé&pril 13*19/5
at 7:30,at Dining Hall 20 becuase of absolute lack of confidence in the Board
of Directors, Therefore», it is urgentltly requested that all Congressmen attend
this special meeting*

Congress Committee

With this turn of the situation from bad to worse» we are unable to forse$ what
misfbrtuno might befall upon the cooperative enterprises,. For this reason, we
are obliged to appeal to entire coop mernbera to have them kindly see things in
the light of RIGHTEOUSNESS and give right decision in meeting the serious situ-
ation which is rocking the cooperative. We wish to fortell the seriousness of
the situation to all members so that they can be governed accordingly.

To this date, the cooperativ-e enjoyed a perfectly peaceful and smooth operation

and have been very successful. We wish to state that financial condition is
sound. Business conditions have been satisfactory. Books are etreightly
kept# All records are clear. If you are interested in» and if you so desire

you can look into those statistics and records at anytime » We invite your
check 4p at any time.

In as much as £&m aome of Congressman are taking very outragious attitude and
acting iIn a questionable ways, IF AND WHENt ANT MISFORTUNE MAY BEFALL UPON THE
COOPERATIVE, AND RESULTANT DAMAGES TO THE COMMUNITY, THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF
CONSUMER ENTERPRISES CANNOT AND WILL NOT TARE RESPONSIBILITY, THE RESPONSI-
BILITY OF SUCH MISHAPPENINGS,BSST»2NTIRELY WITH $HE CERTAIN GROUP OF CONGRESS-
MEN, WHO IS ATTEMPTING TO DESTROY SMOOTH OPERATION OF ENTERPRISES WITH UNREASO-
NABLE ATTITUDE AND ACTS. THEY ARE THE ONES RIGHTFULLY TO SHOULDER THE BLAMES
OF DESTRUCTIVE MOVEMENT “THAT HAS COME TO OPEN*"  We wish to have all members
kindly understand the above* It is not the Board that is mailing troubles, IF
IS THE CERTAIN GROUP OF CONGRESSMEN TEAT MEE INSTIGATED AND CARRIED ON TO TEES
STAGE OF OUTRAGES*which caused danger of smooth running of the cooperative*

Respectfully submitted,

BOARD OF DIRECTORS,
Topaz Consumers Cooperative Enterprises, Inc.



MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL CONGRESSIONAL MEETING
Held at Dining Hall 19, Monday, April 16, 1945 8:05 pOm.

Due to the absence of the Chairman, the meeting was called to order by the Act-
ing Chairman, Dr, George Ochikubo, Messrs, Tanaka and Hakahara were designated
Acting Japanese Secretaries and Mr* Tabata, the Acting English Secretary©

ROLL CALL: 42 Congress members were present. There were approximately 125
observers from the various blocks*

ACEKFDA: The agenda for the evening was passed upon unanimously, namely: Be-
cause of absolute lack of confidence that Congress demand the resignation of
the entire Board of Directors0®

Mr, Hoshiga explained the distribution of adverse propaganda by the Board,

Messrs, Narahara, Sugiyama, Nodohara, Ichiyasu and Toshizumi of the Community
Council were presented to the Congress, Mr* Sugiyama acted as spokesman and
explained that they were approached by both parties concerned to act as inter-
mediaries if possible*

The Congress decided not to use the good office of the Community Council to
settle this dispute. Reason given: that the Congress could trust the Com-
munity Council but that they nave no faith in the word of the Board members to
reach any satisfactory conclusion.

During the discussion that followed, Dr© Ochikubo relinquished his chair in
favor of Mro Nakabayashi©

At this point, the Community Council members retired so that discussion could
be held by the Congress members only®

In order to free the Council Committee from all obligations and responsibilities
but in appreciation of their kindness in purpose, a motion was made by Dr,
Ochikubo that: »The presence here tonight of the Council Committee should be
regarded as those of honored guests and observers*» The motion was seconded

by Mro Hakahara and was passed upon unanimously,

A motion was then made by Dro Ochikubo that: »The Congress demand the resigna-
tion of the entire membership of the present Board of Directors because of the
absolute lack of confidence». The motion was seconded by Mr© Ogi*

Due to the importance of the motion, a ten minutes recess was called for by
the Chairman*

It was decided by the Chair that a secret ballot should be taken so that no one
could be swayed by undue individual opinion©® The motion was carried unanimously,
there being 41 »YES» and no »NO», With the Chairman not participating in the
voting,

A motion was made by Dr© Ochikubo that; »The resolution of the above decision
be sent and tendered to the Board of Directors to be effective midnight, 5%*iday,
April 20, 1945* the date set for special election». The motion was seconded

by Mr, Ishizaki ad. carried unanimously,

A motion was made by Mro Kojimoto that: “A letter of thanks for their kind
efforts to mediate be sent immediately to the Community Council with roasons
why their good office was not used by the Congress», The motion was seconded
by Mro KO Kawaguchi and passed unanimously.

With the approval of the Congress, the Chairman was instructed to choose the
Nomination Committee for the purpose of selecting 15 names for the new Board of
Directors© The Chair named Mr* Ishizaki chairman and the following to assist
him: Messrs© Hirotsu, Omori, Sakurai, Ishida, Nakahara, Tabata and Messrs© Ago
and Yoshida represent!” the old Board,

At the kind suggestion of the Chairman, a standing vote of confidence and
appreciation was accorded Mr© Hoshiga for his unselfish and untiring efforts in
the prolonged fTight of the Congress to oust the remaining members of the

Board of Directors*

A motion was made by Dr© Ochikubo and seconded by Mr. 80 Nakamura that: »The
meeting be closed»* The motion was carried unanimously and the Special Congress
meeting was officially closed at 11:30 p,mo

Respectfully submitted,

Nobuo Tabata, Acting Secretary
Cooperative Congress

/*V



MINUTES OF THE HOMIHATIOR COifillTTEE MEBTIRQ

Hold at Dining Hall 19» Tuesday, April 17» 195 at 7?3C P*m*
The mooting was called to order by tho chairman, Mr« Ishizaki*

ROLL CALL: Tho following mombors of tho Committoo wero present*
Messrs* Sakurai, Ishidaf Hirotsu-, Omori, Rakahara, Tabata and tho
Chairman. MessrsO Aso and Yoshida absent*

The purpose of tho meeting was to nominate 15 candidates for tho
Board of Directors as set forth in the By-laws of tho Cooperative
Enterprise Congress* _After a considerable discussion, the following
names wore selected to be presented to tho Congress at the special
Election meeting to bo hold Friday, April 20, 195*

Candidate Block

1* Dr<*@* Ochikubo 23

2> K* Rakabayashi 20

3= G. Hoshiga k

i~ K* Ogi K

5= S* Tanaka 9

6 «km Kawaguchi 6

7% S. Hideshima 31

8. s* Nakamura 12

9~ M- Fukawa 9
10. S* Tekawa. 35
n. T. Miyata 5
: 12« s. Rozaka 28
. - «km Yoshida 35S
14. 3. Aso 39

A 15. K* lkuma Kl

Hote: Asterisk denotes members of the old Board of Directors*

There being no further business, tho meeting was adjourned at 9?00 p.
Respectfully submitted,
/s/ Robuo Tabata

Robuo Tabata, .acting Secretary
. Cooperative Congress



MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL CPH&HBS.SIOSAL MEET DIG-
Held at Dining Hall 19, Friday, April 20, 15, SjoO p.m,

Dae to the absence of the Chairman,, the meeting was called to order by the
Acting Chairman™ Dr. George Ochikubo. Messrs» Tanaka and Nakahara were desig-
nated Acting Japanese Secretaries and Mro Tabata, the Acting English Secretary»

ROLL CALL: 3® Congress members were presentc
Japanese version of the previous meetings minutes were read and approved.

Although the agenda for the evening called for election of the new Board of
Directors, this was laid aside while the Chairman explained a meetiig with
the Project Director was being arranged in which the latter expressed his
desire to settle this matter in a more amicable manner. Those attending the
meeting held Thursday afternoon, April 19* at Mr© Hoffman®s office included:
Messrs. Ishizaki, Hakaharas Nakabayashi, Hoshiga, Tabata and Dr. Ochikubo
who acted as spokesman for the group. The proposition as suggested by the
Project Director was that the present Board of Directors and the majority
group of the Congress each send 5 representatives with full authority and
power, to meet with Mr. Hoffman. All three parties are to agree upon a date
for the calling of an official Congress meetings make up the agenda for the
night and Mr. Hoffman will® as well as the other two parties concerned,
abide by the decision rendered at that meeting.

Discussion concerning this proposal was discussed by the Congress including
further explanation by Messrs. Hoshiga and Ishida regarding an informal
meeting held by some 1™ members of the majority group that afternoon, Friday,
April 20, 19 Iﬂg

Amotion was made by Mr. Kojimoto that, «The Congress accept Mr. Hoffman"s
suggestion for mediationy. The motion was seconded by Mir. K. Kawaguchi and
passed unanimously,

A motion was made by Mr. Ogi that, "The Chairman to appoint the committee of
5 to represent the majority members of the Congress™. The motion was seconded
by Mr. Sakurai and passed unanimously.

A motion was made by Mr. Ishida that, "The Committee shall have fTull power
and authority to represent the Congress with the following k points for

the basis of the proposed meeting, a) Meeting to be held within a week,

b) Dissolution of the Board of Directors, c) To insist on the above, d) The
Board, the Congress and the Administration to abide by any and all decisions
reached at that meeting'”. The motion was seconded by Mr. S. Nakamura and
passed unanimously.

The Chair selected the following 5 men to serve on the Comnittee: Messrs.
Ishizaki, Hoshiga, Hakabayashi, Tabata and the Chairman.

A motion was made by Mr. Nakabayashi that, "'This meeting be recessed until
further clarification of the proposed mediation meeting with Mr« HofDnan".
The motion was seconded by Hr. Ishizaki and passed unanimously.

The meeting was recessed at 10:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Nobuo Tabata, Actiig Secretary
Cooperative Congress



MINUTES of TUF. CONGRESSIONAL MEETING-

Held at Dining Hall 26, Friday, May M, 19°5 from S;£0 p,m.

Due to the absence of all Board of Directors members, Mr. Raymond Sanford,
Assistant Project Director., called the meeting to order. This was iImmediately
followed by the election of a temporary chairman as requested by Mr. Sanford.

Dr. Ochikubo was elected tenporary chairman; Messrs. Tanaka and Nakahara were
designated as acting Japanese secretaries and Mr. Tabata, the acting English
secretary.

ROLL CALLZ M9 Congress members were present.

Hew Congressmen were introduced to the Congress: Messrs. Sato (8), Fujii (13) »
Maruyama (13), Kimura (22), Hatanaka (22), Yaguchi (26), and Yoshida (M2).

At this time, the Congress officially accepted the resignation tendered by
the old Board of Directors clearing the way for the election of the new Board*
The resignation was accepted unanimously.

Mr. Dowke of Block 36 presented a resolution from that Block calling for the
resignation of the entire Congress* Reason: That if the old Board had to
resign, It was just as much a responsibility of the entire Congress to do the
same such being the case, the Congress should resign en masse.

A motion was made by Mr. Hoshiga that: $Congress refuse to accept the reso-
lution of Block 36 and will not resign under such circumstances since each
Congressman has the full confidence of his respective Block*“. The motion was
seconded by Mr. Qgi and was passed unanimously.

The Chairman then appointed a nominating committee of 7/ comprised of the follow-
ing men: Messrs. Ishizaki, chairman, Ishida, Tabata, Sakurai, Omori, Hirotsu
and Hakaharao

After a recess of twenty minutes, the nominating committee submitted the
following fifteen names for the Board of Directors; Messrs. Hoshiga, Ogi,
Miyata, Kawaguchi, Kojimoto™ Fukawa, Tanaka, Nakamura, Ozawa, Nakabayashi,
Isoye, Ochikubo, Hideshima, Tekawa, and Akiyama.

8 names were nominated from the floor and added to the list.

Nominee Nominator Second
Hirotsu Hoshiga Ogi
Ishizaki Nakamura Nakabayashi
Ishida Hideshima Ishizaki
Sakurai Fujii Koj imoto
Nakahara Miyata Sano

Omori Kawaguchi Hirotsu
Tabata Fujita Murata
14i1yakusu Akiyama Hoshiga

Nomination was then closed by Mr, Tabata, seconded by Mr. Ishizaki.

Final results of the election;

First Second Third
Ballot Ballot Ballot
Number of votes cast M5 M6 MM
Names*
1. Ochikubo M2
2« Hoshiga Ml
3. Ishizaki MI
M. Nakamura M1
5% Tanaka Ml
6. Hideshima Mo
7* Nakabayashi Mo
8. Omori 37
9. Ishida 37
10. Tabata >
11. Sakurai 36
12. Nakahara 35
13* Hirotsu 33
iM. Tekawa 32
150 Fukawa 22 16 33




16. Miyata 19 2
17. Kawaguchi (6) IS 5
IS. Ozawa 17 6
19. 1soye 17 8
20. Akiyama 15 5
21. Cgi 11 0
22_. Miyakusu 9 g
23. Kojimoto 3 0

A motion was made by Mr. Hoshiga that: «The auditing of books up to the
present time be made inmediately, that if any infraction is discovered, the
new Board of Directors cannot be held responsible*’. The motion was seconded
by Mr. Ogi and passed munanimously.

A motion was also made by Mr, Hbsliiga that: «The minutes of the last meeting

held on Friday, April 27» 1975» not " be published and distributed to the

members until after Congress approval.« The motion was seconded by Mr. Ishida
and passed unanimously.

A motion was made by Mr. Akamatsu that; «Congress thank the Congress repre-
sentatives who worked so hard to accomplish our aim of ousting the old Board«.
Tne motion was seconded by Mr, Nskagiri and passed unanimously.

There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 11:00 u.m.

Bespectfully submitted,

Nobuo Tabata, Acting Secretary
Cooperative Congress



MINUTES OF THE M4th CONGRESSIONAL MEETING-

Held at Dining Ball 26, Friday, May 11, 19°5 from 8i°° P*m*

BOLL CALL: *R Congress members were present. Due to the resignation of the
Block 3~ Congressman, Messrs, lkeda and Nakamura, Mr, Maeda, Block 30 Assembly
chairman attended the meeting as observer.

Also present at the meeting were M., Sanford, Chief of Community Management,
Mr, Runcorn, Cooperative Enterprises Field Advisor, Mr, Sekerak, Relocation
Officer, and Mr, Honnami of the Credit Union,

Minutes of the previous meeting was read in Japanese and approved.

The Chairman introduced to the Congress, the new 3oard of Directors and
members of the various Board committees. The Chairman also explained to the
Congressmen the reasons for streamlining the committees from eleven to six.
Mainly, this was to facilitate the work of "the committees.

Mr, Runcorn then gave an interesting talk to the Congress. Some of the high-
lights were: 1) His relationship to the Topaz Coop, 2) The announcement that
this Coop saved -350,&00 in its two years in business. Of this amount over
$85,000 hab already been refunded to the people and there is more than $60,000
in equity. His third part of the speech dealt in: a) educating the Coop
members, b) liquidation* and c¢) Income Tax,

Concernii”™ Part A, he had the following remarks to make; that the
lack of educating the members and other patrons of the Coop was the
basic fault and this tended to give a general lack of interest in the
Coop. Also, the fact that the former 3oard members were employees

as well created confusion between policy making and operation of
business. Mr, Runcorn recommended the more frequent publication of
the Coop financial status. For this purpose he urged the immediate
formation of the Auditing and Education Committees.

As far as liquidation is concerned, he stated that this Coop was iIn
the best position of any centers because he found the inventory here
to be the lowest and preparation for liquidation was iIn the advanced
stage. He suggested tliat refunds from October 197+ to March 195 be
paid immediately. One example of liquidation - that of Jerome with
its three-men trusteeship - was described to the Congress.

Mr. Runcom, felt that taxes had to be paid on I) lost stubs, 2) serv-
ices where no stubs were issued and 3) unallocated reserve. Why the
Coop had to pay income tax at this late date after being exempted for
so long was explained by him in detail. The Internal Revenue office
now claims that Topaz Coop is not a non-profit social benefit organiza-
tion.

The Board recommended to the Congress the issuance of receipts to all services
to avoid the necessity of payii® tax hereafter. The recommendation was passed
unanimously.

The Board recommended to the Congress that the Coop send two representatives
to Salt Lake City to confer with the Internal Revenue officer regarding this
matter of income tax. Dr. Ochikubo and Mr, Ishizaki were mentioned and
$50 were set up for expense. The recommendation was passed unanimously.

Regarding Cash Service, it was pointed out to the Congress that it was not
necessary to have two banking services here. Also that if Cash Service is

to be discontinued, then the loans should be paid back as soon as possible to
the members. Both were approved but the first point roust still be discussed
with the Directors of the Credit Union.

Mr. Ishizaki gave a financial condition as of when the new Board took over
the business. He also recommended the change of auditor which meant a saving
in expense. Cashing of government checks will be handled gratis by the
Credit Union.

The auditor and Mr. Runcorn both reconmended that the Coop should not handle
Cash Service hereafter. This also applies to Coop banking. The Chairman
explained that the Board was in accord with this move.



Mr, Honnami of the Credit Union then explained the position of the Credit
Union, its history and its stability as well as security. He further stated
that the money deposited with the Credit Union was safe and loans are made
only under the following conditions: 1) Credit Union can only buy government
bonds and securities, 2) loans made only to other Credit Unions, 3) loans
made to Credit Union members of not more than $100, and who must have two
guarantors who must have more than the borrowing amount in the Credit Union,
The Board of Directors of the Credit Union consists of seven men.

The Board then recommended to the Congress that Cash Service be discontinued
and said Cash Service turned over to the Credit Union. The recomnendation
was passed unanimously.

Mr.- Fujii of Block 13 questioned the Board if they approved the issuance of
bonus checks to resigning workers. The Chair explained that the 3oard became
aware of the fact only after they took over the Directorship. At that time,
some checks were issued by the old Board and already cashed. Several others
are still held pending further disposition. The new Board emphatically did
not approve such issuance of bonuses.

Mr. Dowke of Block 36 questioned if any of the new Board members had Blocked
Accounts. He stated that those with Blocked accounts are considered Blocked
Nationals and therefore ineligible to hold office as Board members. This
question was referred back to 3lock 36 with the recommendation that that Block
investigate the matter further.

Mr. Ishizaki recommended the change of auditors. He explained that the
former auditor was a Coop specialist. The high cost of the present auditor
was also brought out. A motion was made by Mr. Ishizaki that; ‘The Coop
change auditors iron the present private Salt Lake concern to Mr. Jones who
formerly audited the Coop bocks.*“ The motion was seconded by Mr* Fujii and
passed unanimously.

There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 11:40 p.m.

I"spectfully submitted,

Nobuo Tabata, Secretary
Cooperative Congress



JOIHT MEETING WITH THE CREDIT UNICE ¢4D MR# MX THOMAS OF HEPHI

Thursday,, May 24, 19U5 from 4:00 p#m#
Those present were as follows:

Coop Board of Directors - Messrs» Nakabayashi, Hoshiga,
Tabata and DrO Ochikubo#

Credit Union Board of Directors < Messrs«, Honnami,
Sugiyoma and Watanabo*

Coop General Manager - Mr© Hozaka,

Hephi Bank — Mr* ThomasO

The Coop members were primarily present to act as liaison
between the Credit Union members and Mr# Thomas#

Credit Union requested to change their name of Sorvice Club
of Topaz to Hew Topaz Cash Service# A suggestion was made
that the old forms formerly used by the Coop Cash Service
be utilized# However, Mr» Thomas promised to make entirely
new forms so that there would bo no errors#

Consequently, MrO Thomas will print 5,000 new forms at the
Bank’s expense and the Credit Union will formally adopt the
name: Service Club of Topaz#

Shipment and deposits of money and other matters pertaining
to banking facilities were discussed at some length by the
members of the Credit Union and Mr# Thomas#

There being no further business, the meeting was closed at
5:00 p.mo

Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Hobuo Tabata

Hobuo Tabata, Secretary
Coop Board of Directors



MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL CONQUESSIONAL MEETING-

Held at Dining Hall 26, Monday, May 28, 1945 from 8:00 p.m.

New Congressmen were introduced, namely: Mr. Tokuyemon Koga Block 38,
and Mr* Kenkichi Nakajima Block 3%4*

Also present at the meeting was Mr* Lewis P* Jones, the new auditor*

The minutes of the regular tytth Congress meeting held on May 11, 1945> was read .
in Japanese and approved*

The minutes of the two special Congress meetings held on April 16th and 20th
were read in Japanese and approved*

COMMUNIOTION - Incoming*
1) A letter of resignation to the Board of Directors was received from

Mr* Koshiro Nakabayashi* He stated that the Federal Reserve Bank of
San Francisco notified him that he is a Blocked National and therefore
could not hold a position as member of the Coop Board of Directors*

Mr. Jones was then introduced to the Congress and he gave a detailed report re-?
garding the income tax situation as it concerned the Topaz Coop. A question-
and-answer period followed his talk.

The following three Congressmen were “unanimously elected to serve on the
Auditing Committee:

Nominee Nominator Second
1) Kenkichi Nakajima K* Fujii S* Nozaka
2) Yoshinori Murata N* Tabata T Sakurai
3) Koshiro Nakabayashi S* Nakamura S* Nakatani

Since no other names were submitted, the nomination was closed and seconded by
Messrs* H* Kaneko and T* Miyata, respectively*

The Chair gave a comprehensive report of the expense incurred on a trip taken
to Salt Lake City to confer with the Internal Revenue agent* The expense sheet
included that of Mr* Matsumoto®s expense as far as Salt Lake City. The total

amounted to $30*95 for the committee*

The Chair explained that the so-called "bonus” given to enployees amounted to
$2,311*75 to date* There are about 50 workers who have worked for the period of
over one year and a half* If all workers who have not as yet received remunera-
tion in the past were to be given compensation at this time, we would have to
give nearly $2,000 to 115 enplcyees. This item will be entered under Tages”
and will not be charged to Miscellaneous expense” as heretofore*

A motion was made by Mr* Nakatani that; ’The Coop will conpensate all enployees
for faithful services rendered but that no further compensation of ary means
will be paid in the future* However, overtime pay will be continued”. The
motion was seconded by Mr* Kaneko and was passed unanimously.

These compensations will be paid as soon as feasible*
The Chairman related the following Board policies to the Congressmen, that;

1) No Board member to be a paid enployee of the Coop*

2) Committee reports to be resumed at the earliest possible time*

3) Rebate stubs will be issued for all services.

4) Cash Service discontinued*

5) Fish Market and Shoe Repair Department to be incorporated under the
Service Department*

6) Breakdown of Miscellaneous Expense above $50*

7) Lewis P* Jones to be the new Coop auditor.

8) January, February and March 19U5, rebates to be issued as soon as
possible. The amount for rebate is $12,668*77*

Mr. Nakabayashi representing the Student Aid Fund asked that some portion of the
fund derived from Unclaimed Rebates be allocated to this worthy cause. It
was claimed that the Unclaimed Rebates aggregates to about $3,000 a month*



The Chairman stated that appropriate containers will bo placed in certain
strategic places upon the iInitiative of any organization, where the Coop
patrons can place any rebate stubs they want to donate in them* These
containers will have the names of all organizations which would want to
share this fund*

Mr« Fukawa brought back the question of giving a hearing to Mr* Yarnto as
promised by the Congress* A motion was made by Mr* Fukawa that: wCongress
accord Mr# Yamatc an opportunity to attend the next regular Congress mcetin
so that he may adequately explain statements made in his pamphlets which
were distributed among the residents several weoks agolk “The motion was
seconded by Mr« Hoshiga# A vote was taken and it was passed* Yes - 3l

and No * 4.

The next regular Congressional meeting will bo held on Juno 5, 19H5#

Mr* Miyata, Personnel Manager, requested that the Congressmen make special
effort to find workers for the Coop»

There being no further business, the meeting was closod at 10:"5 p*m*

Respectfully submitted,
/s/ Nobuo Tabata

Nobuo Tabata, Secretary
Cooperative Congress



TOPAZ CONSUMERS COOPERATIVE MERPSTSES.”INC*

TOPAZ. UTAH
Apl’il iS»1975

TO5 THE MEMBERS OP TOPAZ CONSUMERS COOPERATIVE ENTSKPRISES*INC*

On April 16*1945* a meeting was called by so called Congress Committee « at
Dining Hall 190 At this meeting a large number of congressmen had signed a
resolution* which demanded resignation of entire body of present Hoard of Dire»
ctors* as of mid night of April 20,,1945«

However* such meetix™ was called without consultation to the Board of Directorso©

What is the reason or reasons of demanding resignation of entire board ? Uhat
is the foundation ?

Congressmen who signed such a resolution is likely to have difficulty in making
answers to the Block Co-Op Members the reasons why he signed resolution and for
SEASON the entire board, must resigno

False rumors fly one after another®© Man who heard that rumor adds more to it,
and by keeping on that wayO the original rumor gets changed entirely from the
original rumor* HUMOUS ABE VERY FEA2FUI» AND DtANGBRIUS TO THB SAFETY AND GENE-
SAL WELFARE OF THIS COMMUNITY®

Slock. Congressmen,ghould check up all rumors or supposed to be true story which
he think it to be true™ or what he heard at meeting etcO Before ha makes reDo-
ilts to block meeting of members or to Block Assembly,, he drvu"lcTcheck up whether
what he heard is true or notcotherwj.se he will' be held*rugpcnalVLe for mlstakae®©
THAT IS THE ONLY WAY A MAN OF RESPONSIBILITY SHOULD ACTO HE SHOULD NOT FOLLOW
EUMOE LEADERS BLIND ALLEY« HOW MANY MEN MADE INVESTIGATIONS BEFORE HE MAma
EEPORT TO THE BLOCK MEMBEHS on present Co-Op RUMORS and troubles ?

There must have been some congressmen who signed above petition without knowing
the reasons of resolution* without knowing true facts«,*- he must have been caused
to sign* just by psychologicallyf led by the moment’s atmosphere of that nightO
TO Tins DATE ONLY BLOCK CONGRESSMEN WHO INVESTIGATED OUR BOOKS AND EVIDENCES
ON MANY QUESTIONS DEPOSE PUBLIC AND DEPOSE THE MEETING WAS BLOCK 36 CONGRESSMEN
AND THEIR ASSEMBLY® Not one of other block congressmen came to investigate at
our office for many HUMORS and FALSE accusations laid against the Board or to Mr*
Yamate© THE RESULT OF BLOCK 36 382MESENTATIVES INVESTIGATION WAS THAT THEY
WEBE PERFECTLY SATISFIED THAT THE HUMORS AND FALSE CHARGES MADE AGAINST MR# Ya-
mate and the Board has NO FOUNDATION AT ALL# They proved to be oil LIESO We
have a written approval letter from Block 36 Assembly Chairman*  They found
nothing wrong with the Gx¢*Op books or otherwise®

to resign
Making demand on the Board of Directors/on false gound or on rumors without foui>»
dation, causing defamation of diaranters andhbnor of the Board meters smeared
is unreasonable~*some people say this 00*~0p meeting is more interesting than the
IshowsI» But that criticism is very unfortuante and is of indignity of the Co-Op*
We would like to appeal to the members who believe in RIGHTEOUSNESS* -do right
thing on right thinking for the presemt difficulty of the Co-Op®©

There is nothing wring with the Co-Op. Jhy make all these troubles ?
Members who are truely interested in general welfare of the residents -will plea-
se come to the CO-Op office and check up books and records and make study of it

in order to find out the facts®© We are confident that you will be more than
pleased*

Sespectfull yours*

Board of Directors
Topaz Consumers Cooperative Enterprises, Inc*



MEMORANDUM TO: Topaz Consumers Cooperative Enterprises, Inc,

Attention: Board of Directors and Congress

In recognition of and in reply to the various communica-
tions and reports, both written and verbal, having to do with
the present controversy between the Cooperative Congress and
the Board of Directors, and in view of expressed and implied
feelings of possible violence, and what §s more serious to my
mind, possibilities of a disrupted community, | am requesting
you, the Board of Directors and the Congress, to each appoint
a committee of three to five representative members to meet
with me, Mr. Sanford, and Mr. Buchanan of the Administrative
Staff on Thursday afternoon, April 19*

The purpose of this meeting is to seek a common basis
of agreement regarding plans for a general meeting at which
time specific complaints against the Board of Directors might
be presented and, at the same time, opportunity given for re-
ply of the charges made. In order that such a meeting might
be conducted in an atmosphere of mutual seeking of the facts
upon which any action regarding possible resignations would
be based, this meeting with the committees has been called to
agree on procedures for such a meeting.

I made such a suggestion last week to the representa-
tives of the Board of Directors at an informal get-together in
my office, and later to the representatives of the Congress,
but as yet | have had no reply or acceptance of our offer to

assist iIn any way possible to help find a common meeting



ground on which a solution of the present Co-op difficulties,
that
/would be in-the best interests”"of the Community, could be found.

My stepping in at this time is done in the same spirit
and with the same objective in mind, and only because all past
efforts of committees and of the Community Council to find such
a mutually agreed basis has failed.

I do not and cannot approve of the forceful methods used
and "demand tone and wording of the action taken at the special ~’
meeting on Monday p.m. to force the ouster of all members of the
Board of Directors. For any such serious move, which cannot
help but have its tragic consequence throughout the Community,

a Ffull opportunity to the complaintants should be given for fil-
ing and presenting such charges, and the same opportunity given
the defendants for answering those same complaints. 1 also do
not approve of the Ffailure of the Board to provide free oppor-
tunities for the Congress to present those charges. However,

in my opinion, this matter should be handled on an individual
basis and not en masse.

While there is nothing in the by-laws or in the Co-op
charter to require such a procedure, there is or should be com-
mon agreement that such opportunity is right, is just and fair,
and for the best interests of all members of the co-op and of
the community as a whole. We all need to know the facts, we
need to know how much fire there is behind all the smoke of
the past few months. I know as you do, how long this Ffire has

been smoldering and 1 feel as 1 am sure you also do, that it

cannot be smothered any longer without an explosion, which now
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appears imminent. Before that takes place, as the Project Di-

rector and responsible for the general welfare and peaceful

administration of this Community, 1 want to be sure that ade-
quate precautions are taken and that every possible means of

release through constructive channels be first utilized."

For those who feel

is not iIn a position to "step

they should handle their own affairs,

first that every possible effort has

nue to be made to have the Co-op handle

insofar as possible settle them.

the point of possible violence,

nity-wide concern over possible disruption of normal

activities of the Co-op, | feel that

ponsibility as referred to above, it
call to your attention certain basic
nued participation in affairs of the
its members.

This is not a question of
net results and future welfare of
responsibility
maintain the general welfare,
so far achieved of the community and

Without going

tion taken by the Congress on Monday,

Board of Directors, |1

for Friday not be held until we have

in” on and tell

However,

friction,

intent,

individuals and

well-being,

into the question of

or may reply that the Administration

the Co-op how
I would remind them
been made and will conti-
its own problems and
when they reach
and general commu-
business
in keeping with my res-
is time to step in and
requirements for conti-
community affecting all
it is a question of

it Is my

to take whatever steps appear necessary to

and good reputation

that | intend to do.

legality of any ac-

as to voting out the

am requesting that the meeting called

an opportunity to come
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to an understanding with all parties concerned, as to how to
proceed with the necessary airing of the complaints of the
Congress and for the necessary opportunity for reply on such
changes, before any drastic action towards the removal of any
one or more Board members is taken.

This is a general outline of the reason for calling
this preliminary meeting and 1 will be glad now to entertain
any questions fTor clarification of the Co-op situation and
the next steps to be taken towards 1its solution that you may

have.



MTNUTES

MINUTES OF A MEETING held Thursday afternoon, April

19, 1945, at /:00 o’clock P.M. i1n the office of

Mr. L. T. Hoffman, Project Director, regarding contro-
versial issues between the Board of Directors of hie
business Enterprises Section and a group of Congressmen.

Present: L. T. Hoffman, R. P. Sanford, Lloyd ouchanan,
G. Hoshiga, Nobuo Tabata, K. Nakabayashi,
Dr. Ochikubo, E. S . Ishizaki and H. Nakahara.

Mr. Hoffman presided as Chairman and Mrs. Adeline Hunter
took the minutes.

Mr. Hoffman opened the meeting and explained that in
spite of all that has been said and done, the admihis-
tratlon still hoped that a common point of agreement
between the copressmen and the Board could be reached,
whereby plans could be formulated so that complaints
could be heard and answers could be made to the complaints.
He said that before any general meeting to accomplish
this was decided upon, it would probably be necessary

to have a joint preliminary meeting with representatives
of the Congress and of the Board, probably three to

five representatives from each group. He said that

in such an informal meeting with representatives of

Doth groups present, it was hoped that plans could be
laid which would lead to an early settlement of the
controversy iIn question which would be to the best
interests of all concerned and to the community as a
wholee

Mr. Hoffman explained that he had prepared a memorandum
dated April 18, 1945, to the Topaz Consumers Cooperative
Enterprises, Inc., attention of the Board of Directors

and the Congress, and that he had intended to sendthis
memorandum to both groups, but had later sent our notices
calling the present meeting, and a separate meeting with
the Board members. He suggested that a reading of the
memorandum in~question might give the group a clearer
understandingBthe Administration’s viewpoint and purpose
in calling the present meeting.

Upon the request of the group, Mr. Hoffman read the
memorandum referred to. (see memorandum referred to above).



After the memorandum was read, Mr. Hoffman stated that
actions have been taken which are not for the best interests
of the community as a whole, and the Administration officials
felt that this factional dispute must not become a center-
wide disturbance and reflect against the good name that

has so far been achieved at Topaz.

Dr. Hoffman then asked if there were any questions in regard
to the memorandum.

Dr. Ochikuoo said he did not know the reactions of the

rest of the group, but that he personally felt the talk
aDOut violence was without grounds. He said the congressmen
are more orderly than the board of directors and they are
not contemplating any violence or disturbance.

Mr. Hoffman said, however, that past actions of the congress-
ional group might create a situation iIn that congress has
voted out the board of directors and the board of directors
have not accepted the action. He said therefore there might
be two boards of directors and if the present board failed

to turn over control some unpleasant situations might follow.
He said that he was not afraid that there would be any
physical violence but that he wanted to avoid disturbances
which appeared imminent under the circumstances.

Dr. Ochikubo said: "In other words, you know definitely then
that they won’t remove from their position."™ "We haven’t
crossed that bridge yet. We have no idea of how we are
going to remove them if they do not go out amicably. *

Mr. Hoffman said he felt the situation was growing worse;
that it was disrupting the community with people takiig
sides and that the sooner the matter can be settled the
better it will be for all concerned.

Dr. Ochikubo said people have been asking why the pamphlets
are being circulated. He referred to two pamphlets from
the Board and one from Mr. Yamate.

Mr. Hoffman explained that he had neither approved nor
disapproved the pamphlets crfr their iIssuance.

Mr. Nakaoayashi said the pamphlets contained personal
accusations against him and that people who are accused
should have an opportunity to defend themselves.

Dr. Ochikubo said that congressmen were more or less against
issuing pamphlets but said if the coop continued to issue
pamphlets it will make trouble.



Dr# Ochikubo said the group appreciated that the Adminis-
tration was trying to settle tthe controversy as peaceably
as possible. He referred to the details surrounding

the gentlemen’s agreement which had previously been
entered into between the two groups but said the coop

had broken the agreement, and that the people were now
putting the pressure on the congressmen as to whqt they
were going to do. He said that instead of issuing
pamphlets the Board could call a meeting and make their
statements to the public.

Mr. Sanford said that while in his capacity as 'censor”
cf .the co-op news and other co-op publications he had
okehed the issuance of the pamphlets he had made a
notation on the margins to the effect that he was not
necessarily concurring with or,approving the contents.

He said that the pamphlet issued by Yamate, personally,
had not been approved or disapproved oy him. He explained
that he only agreed to the issuance ofthe pamphlets after
he had been given to understand that the mimeograph
equipment, etc. was availaole to this present group for
similar use if they desired to use it.

Mr. Sanford said that another point he would like to
mention was that some procedure should be worked out
whereby the residents can handle the situation themselves;
otherwise it will be said that the residents are not
capable of conducting their own affairs which would affect
public relations and the good record made so far.

Mr. Hoffman asked if there were any other questionse

Mr. Tabata said the controversy was just a case of a few
people on the board against approximately the entire
community. He said: "You say you don’t want violence

or tmible in the center, but if the present board of
directors stay in, they won’t get cooperation from lhe
Congress. IT four or five men can control the situation,
what is the use of having a congress. I think you should
give them a hint to go out."

Mr. Buchanan said: "Isn’t it a question of procedure?
The thought of Mr. Hoffman stepping in and saying YOU
GET OUT 1is silly. There are certain proper d~scratic

procedures.™ Mr. Buchanan explained that the situation
had reached its present point in spite of the Tfact that
the group had been working on the matter for weeks. He

said:"You have now called a meeting for Friday night and



we can only see trouble in the offing.” 1if both sides
agree on certain proper procedure and agree on a properly
called meeting, the matter can probady be settled once
and for all.

Mr. Hoffman explained that the ™"in" group was entitled to
the support of the Administration and that they would receive

such support as long as they are in office. He read
exceijts from the by-laws and the operating agreement with~
WRA and explained the duties of the Administration. He

also read an excerpt from a letter from the Co-op dated
April 19th referring to rumors to the effect that the

Hoard of Directors has been spending consideraole amount

of money for their private purpose and that if necessary
all books of the Cooperative Enterprises could be inspected
by WRA and the result of the inspection published to
counteract such rumors.

Dr. Ochikubo asked: "What if congress resigns? Can the
board function? IT necessary, we will resign."

Mr. Buchanan asked the representative what peace they

would have if the congress should resign. He said that
would not solve the problem; that a solution was sought
which would briug peace and harmony to the community. He

said the manner in which the group was proceeding was nhot
going to settle anything.

Mr. Sanford asked if Mr. Hof fman would outline three or
four appropriate steps which could be taken.

Mr. Hoffman said that as a first step the administration

is suggesting a joint meeting where representatives of

both sides would be present, having in mind that at such
joint meeting a general meeting would probably be decided
upon, a meeting that would be a properly called meeting,
called by the Board of Directors for the purpose of hearing
complaints and answering them; that an agenda could then

be worked out for the general meeting, limiting the matters
to be considered, and at the conclusion of the meeting a
motion could be made to take in the meeting of Friday nigtt.

Mr. Buchanan said the group would probably want to take 1in
what it did on Monday and Friday nights.

Dr. Ochikubo said they wanted to cooperate; that the
Congress would have a meeting the next night and if agree-
albe to the Congress, delegated representatives will meet

in a joint meeting with the Board of Directors as suggested.

The meeting was adjourned at 3 P.M.

Mrs. Adeline Hunter



MINUTES of a Meeting with representatives of the Board of
Directors of the Business Enterprises regarding controver-
sial issues between the Board of Directors and a group of
Congressmen, held Thursday, April 19, 1945, at 3:00 o’clock
P. M. in the office of the Project Director.

PRESENT; Mr. Hoffman, Mr. Sanford, Mr. Buchanan,
Mr. Kanzaki, Mr. H. S. Nozaka, Mr. |I. Takahashi,
Mr. J. Noda, and Mr. S. Kawaguchi.

Mr. Hoffman presided as Chairman and Mr. Nozaka acted as
spokesman for the Board of Director Representatives. Mrs.
Adeline Hunter took the minutes.

Mr. Hoffman handed the representatives a copy of a memoran-
dum dated April 18, 1945, addressed to the Topaz Consumers
Cooperative Enterprises, Inc., attention of the Board of
Directors and Congress. He explained that he had intended
to send this memorandum to them, but had later sent out
notices calling the present meeting and he requested the
representatives to read the memorandum which would explain
the reasons for calling the meeting. (See memorandum of
April 18, 1945 referred to.)

After the memorandum had been re~d, Mr. Hoffman asked 1if
there were any questions regarding 1it. He explained that
the memorandum had been presented to the opposition group
earlier in the day.

Mr. Nozaka referred to the second paragraph on page 2 stat-
ing that complainant should be given an opportunity to file
and present charges and that the same opportunity should be
given to the defendants to answer the charges. He_ said it

was not their intent that these opportunities shouid not be
given.

Mr. Hoffman waid that regardless of reason or intent it ap-
pears that a previous meeting which has been requested was
not called within-specified time and had resulted in an opi-
nion that the Board does not want the Congress to have the
the opportunity to file charges.

Mr. Nozaka outlined briefly what had transpired at a meeting
on April 6 and said the Board had agreed to call a special
meeting within two weeks but felt they should have time to
study and consider the vote of lack of confidence and that



they felt that under the District of Columbia laws they
would have thirty days within which to call a special
meeting requested by a special group, iIn this case the Congress.

Mr. Hoffman said it was not a question of intent but what

has transpired was affecting the future welfare* of individuals
and the entire community and the administration had decided
to step in, not to dictate or control, but merely to suggest
that both groups get together in a joint meeting at which
arrangements and procedure could be decided upon which would
solve the problem in the best interests of all concerned.

He added that the opposing group were submitting the memo-
randum request to Congress with the recommendation that it be
accepted and. that the action on Monday night be held in
abeyance, and said he would now like to know how the ~oard
members felt about the matter.

Mr. Nozaka said that the Board of Directors very much appreciate
the attitude the administration is taking regarding the
controversy. He said all members present and all other

Board members feel that way about it.

Mr. Hoffman said the administration felt such a meeting
is necessary and that as Project Director he is responsible
for the general welfare of the community.

Mr. Nozaka said that the Board at a meeting the night before
had discussed the advisability of holding a meeting at
which complaints could be discussed, having representatives
from each block, other than congressmen, where both sides
could express their thoughts freely.

The administrative members present said they could not see
where anything constructive would be gained from such a
meeting.

Mr. Hoffman said the administration was suggesting a meeting
with representatives from both sides, probably 3 or 5

from the Coop and 3 or 5 congressmen where future procedure
would be determined upon and if it was decided at this
preliminary meeting that some sort of a general meeting
should be held, an agenda could be worked out limiting the
functions of the meeting to the agreed agenda.

Mr. Hoffman further explained that the administration did
not intend to participate iIn such a general meeting; that
the residents should handle the meeting, but that adminis-
trative personnel would be present as observers if desired.



In answer to questions regarding what they would do at a

meeting if legal questions were raised, Mr. Buchanan said
that while the administrative personnel would be present

only as observers they could try to see that the meeting

proceeded in a legal manner, without favoring one side or
the other.

Mr. Hoffman said that the number of representatives who
should attend the preliminary meeting was not discussed
with the other group. Mr. Nozaka suggested five represent-
atives from each group but added that if the other group
wanted seven it would be all right with the Board.

Mr. Hoffman said that the matter of issuing pamphlets had
been brought up in the other meeting and should probably
be memtioned here. He said the other group had asked why
the Administration had approved the circulating of the
pamphlets in question. He explained that he had neither
approved or disapproved the pamphlets.

Mr. Sanford explained that as he has told the other group,
that while in his capacity as "censor” of Co-op News and
publications of the Co-op he had approved the issuance of
the pamphlets he had made a a notation on the margin that he
was not necessarily concurring with or approving the contents.
He said the statement issued by Mr. Yamate, individually,
had not been approved or disapproved by him. He added that
he only agreed”to the issuance of the pamphlets after he
had been given to understand that the mimeograph equipment,
etc, was available to the other group for similar use if
they desired it.

Mr. Hoffman said that it seemed to be the consensus of
opinion that the pamphlets were doing more harm than good;
that one pamphlet called for another and no sulution would
be reached through a battle of pamphlets.

Mr. Nozaka said he had heard that the opposition group
intended to elect a new board of directors at their Friday
meeting and then come in Saturday and demand that the
present board turn the directorship over to the new board.

Mr. Hoffman explained that the administration had considered
that possibility and it is because they do not want two
boards that they decided to step in and attempt to effect
arf£éaceful settlement of the controversy to avoid any such
action or any possible violence which might ensue such an
action. He said the other group had also made a statement
to the effect that a member of the Board had threatened

one of their group.



Mr. Hoffman told the Board members that the administration
would support the present board of directors as long as they
were in office as long as they were proceeding properly.

He said, however, that the administration will not take
sides in any controversy and that the other group had been
informed to that .effect.

Mr. Nozaka said that was perfectly satisfactory to the
Board.

Mr. Hoffman explained that he would like to have the
preliminary meeting as early as possible, either on Saturday
or Monday as he was Qleaving for Washington on April 28th

and would like to have the official meeting, which he presumed
will,be called by the Board after the preliminary meeting,
concluded before he left the Project, as time would have to

be allowed for notice of the meeting, etc.

Mr. Buchanan suggested that the two groups have an impartial
Chairman in the preliminary meeting. The Board concurred
with this view and/they were willing to have the meeting

at any time. said

The Board members were notified that tfyeywould receive
word about the date and time of the meeting as soon as
arrangements could be made with the other group.

The meeting was adjourned at 4:40 P.M.

Mrs. Hunter



MIT NUTES

MINUTES OF A MEETING held Monday, April 23, 1945, at 2:00
o’clock P.M. in the office of Mr. L. T. Hoffman, Project
Director, at which representatives from the ~oard of Directors
of the Co-op and representatives of the Congress met in a joint
meeting in an attempt to outline procedure to bring to a
conclusion the controversial issues between the Co-op and the
Congress.

Present: Mr. Hoffman, Mr. Sanford, Mr. Buchanan (Mr. Bell
>for part of the meeting), Noduo Tabata, K. Kanzakl,
H. S. Nozaka, S. Kawaguchi, 1. Takahashi, G. Hoshiga,
Dr. Ochikubo, K. Nakabayashi, E. S. Ishizaki and
J. Noda.

Mr. Hoffman presided as Chairman and Mrs. Adeline Hunter took
the minutes.

Mr. Hoffman opened the meeting and announced the purpose
saying a common meeting ground was desired and it was proposed
that the subject matter and at least a tentative agenda of

a meeting at which both points of view could be expressed
would be outlined and agreed upon,- the objective being, of
course, a settlement of the controversy insofar as the Co-op
was concerned.

Dr. Ochikubo said that as far as his group was concerned
they undetstood this meeting was to lay the general ground
work for a so-called congressional meeting whereby both the
Boa.rd of Directors and the Congressmen would meet, if an
agreement to that effect can be reached.

Mr. Nozaka said their view was a little different, that they
understood this meeting was called for a peaceable settlement
of the controversy,- their idea being that each side would
send representative speakers, probably thee to five each, to
a meeting to discuss the controversy and that there would be
judges who would decide the issues.

Mr. Hoffman said there should be a meeting but as to the

type of meeting that is something that was to be determined
here today. He said the suggestion the administration made
is contained in my memorandum of which you both have copies.
There should be a meeting at which both sides will be given
an opportunity to be heard, one to make complaints, the other
to answer them. He added that a special meeting, called by
the Board of Directors, would result in an equal opportunity
for both sides to be heard.



Dr* Ochikubo said that the congress had agreed tto the
so-called general meeting and if the Board of Directors
had also agreed on such a meeting, the agenda could be
outlined.

Mr. Hoffman said the congress had notified him verbally
that they agreed to the procedure outlined in his memo-
randum and that the Co-op had written him a letter to that
effect.

Mr. JNozaka said they did not go into detail in the letter;
that they thought there would be a meeting with represent-
ative speakers on both sides and that judges would make
the decision.

Some discussion followed, and it was thought that there had
been some misunderstanding on the part of the Co-op in

that it was not the understanding of others that judges
were to be chosen or appointed.

Mr. Hoffman said there was one other point of agreement

which was that it was agreed we should seek a solution

of the problem, not on the basis of technicalities, but

on the basis of common sense and fairness, with an opportunity
for both sides to present their views. He said the adminis-
tration will act only as observers and not as judges.

A rather lengthy discussion followed as to the type of
meeting which should oe held, the size of the meeting,
the persons who should be invited to attend, other persons
who should be admitted, the place where the meeting should
be held, the control which should be exeercized, etc. etc.

It was tm iLullwoly decided that the meeting should oe a
regular of special meeting called by the Board of Directors,
preferably a special meeting; that it should be held in a
dining hall; that the invited audience should be limited

to approximately 130 persons, consisting of 34 block managers,
34 members of the City Council, 68 congressmen and some
appointed personnel. It was agreed that there would be

some overlapping of persons in these categories. It was
suggested that the balance of the audience should consist
of persons who desire to attend to the extent that the hall
would not be overcorwded and that Internal Security should
exercise control over the conduct of the audience.

Mr. Hoffman asked about the choice of a Chairman for the
meeting. Dr. Ochikubo said they thought the Chairman of the
Board should be Chairman c£ the meeting. Mr* Hoffman explained
to the £>oard that Mr. JSbyV™Mras Chairman could have two
advisory chairman who would be available for legal questions

and to iInsure correct procedure if he so desired, so tht he
would be assured that he would not be proceeding contrary

to the by-laws.

2.



Mr. Hoffman said there should be a statement of the
meeting, - a statement by the Chairman of the purpose
of the meeting which would attempt to clear the
atmosphere and limit what was to be done; that the
statement should probably specify that no oratorical
addresses were in order and should state definitely who
would be recognized by the Chair. He added that the
Chairman should limit the statements on both sides and
give each side an equal opportunity to make complaints
and answers.

Mr. Bucjaanan suggested that the chairman could limit
the complaints and the answers to a certain time.

Dr. Ochikubo suggested that the agenda of the meeting
should be prepared and that the time should be limited
on both sides.

The matter of an agenda was discussed and it was suggested
that the first matter of business should be a general
statement of the purpose of the meeting by the Chairman.

It was also suggested that such statement should be prepared
in advance and should be accepted by both sides which

would insure the meeting starting amicably.

It was also suggested that the agenda should call for a
statement outlining the expected and required conduct of
the people attending the meeting.

At this point, Mr. Nozaka said his group* was not in a
position to agree upon an agenda for the meeting as they
had understood that the meeting would be different, i.e.
that 1t would be one where both sides could speak freely
and where judges would decide the issues; that in view of
that fact it would be necessary for his group to meet
again with the board of directors and explain the present
developments. He said his board would meet that night
and make their decision.

After some discussion a five minute recess was called.

It was decided after the recess that the meeting should
adjourn until Tuesday, April 24, 1945, at 2 P.M. at
which time representatives from both sides would return,
and the representatives from the co-op would be delegated
with authority to act for the entire &oard.

The meeting was adjourned until 2 P_M. Tuesday, April 24, 1945/

Mrs. Adeline Hunter.



MITNUTES

Minutes of Continuation of Meeting held Monday, April 23,
1945, which adjourned at 5 P.M. to reconvene Tuesday,
April 24, 1945 at 2,olclock P.M. in Mr. Hoffman”~ office.
This was a meeting between representatives of the Board of
Directors of the Co-op and representatives of the Congress
regarding”~controversy between the two groups.

Tuesday. April 24. 1945.

Presents Mr.~Hoffman, Mr. Sanford, Mr. Buchanan, Mr.
Bell, and Messrs. Nobuo Tabata, K. Kanzaki,
H. S. Nozaka, S. Kawaguchi, 1. Takahashi,
G. Hoshiga, Dr. Ochikubo, K. Nakabayashi,
E. S. Ishizaki and J. Noda.

Mr. Hoffman presided as Chairman and Mrs. Adeline’Hunter
took the minutes.

The meeting was called to order at 2:10 P.M., and Mr.
Hoffman announced that they would go back to where the
last meeting left off.

Dr. Ochikubo said two points were to be clarified and
settled, - one the matter of the representatives of the Board
being delegated with full authority to act, and the other

the matter of dropping the idea ohaving judges decide the
issues which was formerly advocated by the Board representatives.

Mr. Nozaka said he was spokesman for the meeting but wanted
to explain that he was speaking as spokesman only and not as
an individual expressing his own ideas. He explained that at
a meeting the night before the Board had discussed the two
points 1In question and felt that the issues should be dis-
cussed at the coming Friday meeting but that the decision

on the issues should not be made for a period of thirty days
thereafter.

Mr. Hoffman said he interpreted that to mean that the judge
matter had been dropped; that they wanted to go ahead with
the Friday meeting as agreed; that that meeting would then
adjourn and no decision would be made for thirty days. He
then asked: In such event, who would make the decision,
and how would that matter be handled ?

Mr. Nozaka said those matters had not been determined.

He proceeded to explain at some length the reasons why the
Board wanted an additional thirty days, some of the reasons

_1-



being that they wanted sufficient time for the residents
to consider the matter; that they wanted the atmosphere
to be cleared and wanted to wait until people were less
excited about the matter; that they wanted to get the
matter before the people, etc. etc.

Mr. Nozaka still stressed the advisability of having

judges,- saying that the Board felt that if they could
not expect the administration members to act as judges
even with judges to be appointed from the City Council,
etc. as outlined in the previous meeting, they thought
the only other way of settling the matter was to go to

an outside court. He said they agreed, however, that
this should not be done and it should be avoided if
possible. He said they were not in favor of that step.

Mr. Nozaka said the representatives present were delegated
with full authority to act.

The matter of getting the matter back to the people was
discussed at some length. The congress group contended
that the people were the congress and that the congressmen
being duly elected representatives of the people, were the
people; that if the Board chose to ignhore the congress,
they, being congressmen themselves, would also be ignoring
themselves. Mr. Nozaka said his group had different
ideas, saying that the congress was the congress and the
people were the people.

Mr. Hoffman urged them to get back to the purpose of the
present meeting and said it was agreed that the matter
of, judges was out and the meeting should proceed from
that point.

Mr. Nozaka said they did not agree on the matter of not
having judges as a principle, but said they felt if they
must concede to that they would make an alternative offer,
that being the proposition of allowing thirty days time
between the Friday meeting and the decision on the hearing.

This brought up the question of who would make the Tfinal
decision. The matter of taking the matter to the people

was again discussed and suggestions were made regarding

the blocks taking a vote of confidence or non-confidence

in their congressmen, the idea being to ascertain if the
congressmen truly represented the people in their blocks

in their present stands. It was suggested that any congres
man not receiving a vote of confidence would either be
obliged to votenCtbf the opposition group or to resign.



After a discussion of these matters inwhich the Board
emembers said Ifcihbeir honesty had been questioned and they
should have a right to vindicate themselves, the congress
group explained that they did not question the honesty of
the Board members or the efficient operation of the Co-op,
but it was only a question of lack of cooperation with

the congress and of ignoring the congress in certain matters.
This brought up the question of having a vote of confidence
in the Board so far as operation of the Co-op is concerned
and the honesty of the Board members. There was some
discussion along this line.

It was then suggested that the Friday meeting be held as
agreed but that the meeting adjourn with no decision being
made until the following Friday. The Board, however, still
wanted thirty days to elapse between meetings.

The meeting then recessed from 3:50 to 4 o ’clock P.M.

When the groups returned, Mr. N”~zaka again reiterated the
reasons why thirty days time should be granted. Mr. Hoffman
said if they were not in~ccord with the week between
meetings as suggested, that they make a counter offer.

When no counter offer was made, Mr. Hoffman turned the
meeting over to Mr. Sanford for further discussion.

/Mr. Sanford then outlined what he thought should be done.
He said it will soon be %nonth since the meeting to be
held Friday night was requested and he pointed out that the
Co-op had already had a month to get information to the
\people which they had done by means of pamphlets, etc.

The question of time between the two meetings was again
discussed, the Board still advocating that they be granted
30 days between the two meetings.

Mr. Bell called attention to the fact that the Friday
meeting is to be held (that being a point of agreement)
and that it will be a matter for the congress to decide
when it will adjourn and when they will reconvene- whether
it is one day, two days, one week or thirty days.

Mr. Hoffman explained that it was because of that fact

and because any agreement as to time made at this meeting
would be binding upon the two groups, that he had made a
special effort to have the matter of time settled here.

He explained that it should prove an advantage rather than
a disadvantage to the Board, as the congress would have the
leaway to shorten the time to one or two days if it wished.



At this point, Mr. Nozaka asked for a brief recess.

After returning, Mr. Nozaka said his group would make a
compromise,- that they would shorten the time to three
weeks.

Mr. Hoffman said that being the case, there was nothing
further that could be done iIn the present meeting. He
said they would have to go ahead and have the Friday
meeting as agreed and keep the agreements which had been
made up to the point that no decision would be made on
Friday, but as to the time when the meeting would adjourn
and when it would reconvene would be left to the congress

At that point, Mr. Nozaka asked to meet separately with
his group again for a few minutes. Upon returning he
said they had agreed to a one week interval between the
two meetings, provided the Friday night meeting would be
held in the auditorium.

It was pointed out that in the previous meeting, it

was agreed that the meeting should be held in a dining
hall with a limited number of persons in attendance, etc.
A long discussion followed regarding the advantages and
disadvantages of having the meeting in the auditorium.
The disadvantages seemed to outweigh the advantages and
when it was finally decided that the meeting would not
bejheld in the auditorium Mr. Nozaka asked for another
recess. Upon returning, he explained that they had now
decided they must have three weeks time between meetings.

Mr. Hoffman then explained that there was nothing else

he could do. He said there is nothing further to do here,
I have made every effort so that matters could be settled
here, he said, but if that is not so, there is nothing to
do but to go along with the Friday meeting as agroed, with
the Chairman as agreed, at Dining Hall 26 as agreed, and
with the understanding that the Chairman will write a
statement of the purpose of the meeting, to be approved
by both groups, as agreed. And then, it will be up to
the congress 1in that meeting to decide where to go from
there.

At this point, the matter of having the Friday meeting
in the auditorium was again discussed, and the matter of



narnrug a0 issues back to the blocks after tbhO Friday
Meeting was discussed. It was tben suggested tbat

in of having a vote of confidence or non-confidence
in tbe respective congressmen by tbe blocks tbat tbe
congressmen be instructed to vote at tbe adjourned
meeting - that tbe people in tbe meantime, after tbe
Friday meeting, could weigh tbe questions and instruct
thneir congressmen in the matter of voting on the decision.
This was discussed at some length but was not settled.

Mr. Hoffman in another effort to settle the matter of
time suggested tbat ten days be allowed between t be

night meeting of April 27tb, which would bring
the decision meeting on Tuesday, May

Mr. Nozaka said bis group would agree to this ten-dav
interval. J

Some discussion followed regarding details of tbe
meeting, such as notices, statement of tbe meeting,
invitations, policing, protection, etc. and it was
decided that these details would be left up to Mr.

anc™ t'k0 Board chairman. It was agreed, however9

more than 300 people would be allowed to attend
and that the two groups would request the Internal
Security to handle the seating of the audience, etc.

The meeting was adjourned at 5:40 P.M.

Mrs. Hunter



MINUTES OP A MEETING regarding the Co-op controversy,

at which representatives of both groups were present,-
held Thursday afternoon, April 26, 1945, at Mr. Sanford®s
office from 2 to 5 P._M.

Present, i1n addition to representatives from both
groups, were Mr. Sanford and Mr. Buchanan.

Mr. H. S. Nozaka acted as spokesman for the
Board of Directors of the Co-op and Dr.
George Ochikubo acted as spokesman for the
opposing group of Congressmen.

There was a long discussion regarding the wording and
cdntent of the Notice of Special Congressional Meeting
and a statement of the meeting by the Chairman.

Finally the Board yielded on its demand that two and one-
half hours should be allowed for charges and defenses to

be made, and the opposing group yielded on Its demand that
one hour be allowed for each. This resulted In an agreement
thru compromise, that a period of one—and one—half hours
each would be allowed for the charges and for the defenses.

See copy of ”Notice of Special Congressional Meeting” and
Special Congressional Meeting” attached.

The congress group demanded that the Board request Mr.
Yamate to absent himself from the meeting on the ground
that it was evident from a prior vote taken by the
Congress (later declared Illegal) that the majority of
the congressmen would not want him present, especially
in view of the fact that no chargefl were to be made
against him. The Board would not agree to this on the
ground that Mr. Yamate technically is still the Executive
Secretary of the Board and is therefore entitled to be
present at the meeting in that capacity.

The meeting adjourned at 5 P. M.
R. P. Sanford

Mrs. Hunter
Attachments



NOTICE OF SPECIAL CONGRESSIONAL MEETING

April 25, 1945

TO j
Blk. Bldg- Apt -
Congressman
A Special Meeting of the Cooperative Congress for the purpose of

hearing charges against the Board of Directors and defenses

thereto will he held,

Date and Time: Friday, April 27, 1945 at 7:50 P_M.
Place: Dining Hall 26

The Community Council, the Block Managers and about 150 visitors

are to attend as observers only.

Time for Charges : 1-1/2 hours

Intermission: 15 minutes
Time for Defenses: 1-1/2 hours

Intermission: 10 minutes

Rebuttal: 10 minutes

Intermission: 5 minutes

Surrebuttal: 10 minutea

No vote is to be taken at this meeting. But, a deciding vote

as to whether or not the present Board of Directors is to be
removed from office will be taken at a Special Meeting of the

Cooperative Congress on Tuesday Evening, May 8, 1945.

TOPAZ CONSUMERS COOPERATIVE ENTERPRISES,INC



SPECIAL CONGRESSIONAL MEETING
April 27, 1945

Opening Remarks by the Chairman

As the Chairman of the Special Congressional Meeting this

evening, 1 wish to express profound gratitude for the kind
assistance extended to us 1in making this congressional
meeting possible, - by the Project Director Mr, Hoffman,

and other administrative officers.

The meeting is called this evening for the purpose of
hearing charges against the Board of Directors and defenses
thereto, so that we shall be able to find out if there are
solid foundations and sound reasons in the accusations
against the Board of Directors and can ascertain whether

or not the Board should resign as a body.arxsiaxx

The floor must be in good order at all times during and
after the arguments and during the recess periods.

The only speakers will be those Congressmen who are
recognized by Dr. George A. Ochikubo and Mr. Isamu
Takahashi, of the respective sides.

We ask your f&ir and impartial judgment.

PROCEDURES OF THE MEETING

1. The charges against the Board of Directors are to
be made by the representatives of a group of

congressmen, demanding the resignation of the
entire Board.

TIME: 1-1/2 hours (the, speakers may finish
anytime within 1-1/2 hours)
|
Intermission: 15 minutes

2. Answers against the charges made by the representatives
of the Board of Directors.

TIME: 1-1/2 hours (the speakers may finish
any time within 1-1/2 hours)

Intermission: 10 minutes

3. Rebuttal

minutes

Intermission: 5 minutes



4. Surrebuttal

TIME: 10 Minutes

Closing Remarks by the Chairman.

1* The presentation of arguments by both sides
is now over.

2. The vote for or against the removal of the

present Board of Directors will be taken on
the night of May 8, 1945.

The meeting is adjourned. Thank you for coming
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MITNUTES

MINUTES of a -Meeting held Tuesday, May 1, 1945, at
1 olclock P.M. in the office of Raymond P. Sanford,

Assistant Project Director.

PRESENT: Mr. Sanford, Mr. Buchanan, Mr. Yamate,
Mr. Nozaka and Mr. Kanzaki. Mr. Bell,
Acting Project Director, was present
during part of the meeting. .

The meeting was originally called to discuss an income
tax matter affecting the "Co-op.

SUMMARY OF TAX MATTER

Mr. Kanzaki presented a letter dated April 21, 1945,
signed by the Acting Deputy Commissioner of the Treasury
Department 1in Washington, 1in which it is stated that the
status of the Co-op for federal iIncome tax purposes has
been re-considered and that it has been determined that
the business is not exempt under Section 101 of the
Internal Revenue Code. Mr. Buchanan is to take this
matter up with the Office of the Solicitor of W.R.A. 1in
Washington.

Mr. Kanzaki also presented a letter dated April 26, 1945,
issued by the Internal Revenue office in Salt Lake City.
This is 1In connection with an application for refund

of taxes paid. Because it involves the question presented
in the other letter, it was agreed to wait until some
further information on the principal question is received,
but not beyond the thirty-day period within which to file
a protest.

Resignation of Board of Directors

Mr. Nozaka, speaking for Mr. Kanzaki, said that the
directors, while agreeing to function until their
successors are elected, do not want to*meet with or

deal with the opposition group. The mechanics of further
proceedings were then considered and the Board repre-
sentatives suggested that the next meeting of the Co-op
Congress.be called for some day earlier than May 8th for
the reason that they felt the opposition should be
prepared to take over immediately. They felt also that



the limit beyond which they will not function is and
should be May 8th,

It was suggested that Mr. Kanzaki preside at the next
Congress meeting, at leas-t long enough to call for the
election of another presiding officer, Mr. Kanzaki

was reluctant to accept this suggestion, however, and
the Board representatives suggested that the adminis-
tration designate an administrative representative to

be given ”a power of attorney” to preside at the meeting.

Mr~_Sanford raised the question of the advisability

of suchproclBureTand suggested that a neutral resident
preside at the meeting. Mr. Buchanan then suggested
that Mr. Bell be consulted in regard to the matter.

Mr. Sanford and Mr. Buchanan then conferred with Mr.
Bell, who, on the basis of precedent and to expedite
the present situation, thought it would be advisable
to have Mr. Sanford act as temporary chairman of the
meeting.

It was then suggested to the Board, and they agreed,
that the Board would call a regular meeting of the
congress to be held on the evening of May 4, 1945, and
that Mr. Sanford would be elected Secretary or Treasurer
of the Co-op before the meeting replacing the present
Secretary or Treasurer. Then Mr. Sanford as the only
officer-or director present at the meeting would act

a3 Chairman until another chairman should be elected.
At that point Mr. Sanford would resign his office and
the Acting Chairman of the Congress meeting would
declare a short (ten minute) recess. During the recess
Mr. Sanford would notify the Board, meeting in the

rec. hall of Block 26, that he had resigned and they
would proceed to elect a new Secretary or Treasurer

as the case may be. That having been done, Mr. Sanford
would so advise the members of the Congress at their
meeting, and the meeting would continue.

The meeting was adjourned at 4:00 P.M.

Mrse Hunter
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A Regular Meeting of the Cooperative Congreas will be

held at Dining Hall 26, on Friday, May 4, 1945, at

71SO F*M.f
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