


WRA COMMENTS ON RECOMfINQATIONS OF THE ALL CENTER OC/FERENCS

@ommendation No* 1 : That special governmental agencies or units b© established
solely for providing assistance to evacuees who might require funds
in reestablishing themselves#

a. Resettlement aid (grants)*
b* Loanse

Comments* We recognize that many of the evacuees now residing in the centers
will not be able to provide compfetely for their own support on the
outside and "that ethers will need loans "to reestablish themselves in
business or farming enterprises. It should be realized, however,
that the practical problem of securing legislation and funds for a
special agency is a very real one and, even if desirable, would require
much time to accomplish* It seems highly unlikely that Congressional
approval could be secured for such a proposal, or that a special agency
is actually needed* As far as grants acre concerned, both public and
private welfare agencies throughout the country now have the lowest
number of clients they have had in yeare and are in excellent position
to furnish help for relocating evacuees who need pubUc assistance#
Moreover, the WA haa made special arrangements to transfer funds as
needed to the Social Security Board for the Resettlement Aggiatanc©
frogiram which is designed specifically to meet needs of people
(ouch as evacuees) who have been affected by restrictive governmental
action* Aid under this program is available to both citi asn and alien
evacuees in all parts of the country regardless of previous residence*
WB™ will roake every possible effort, through its field offices and in
other ways, to see that adequate assistance is promptly provided for
handicapped resettlers who need grants or other special kinis of help*
Fuller comment on loans is provided under No* 3 below.

Recommendation No* 2: That the present relocation grant to be increased* It
should be given to every relocatee# The penalty clause on the present

fora should be deleted*
WO further rscoramend that federal aid be granted accoiding to every
individual”™ particular needs until such time as he is reestablished*

~Domment:* Relocation grants are now made available on the basis of need and
continue to be# To provide each resettler with a grant regard—

Isss of his cash resources would be an unwarranted use of the mbaxpayers*
money. The grants sho/ld be regarded not as a compensation or reward

for relocating but as a form of assistance for those who temporarily
}afck sufficient cash resources to reestablish themselves in private
ife

The so-called ~penalty clause¥ is included on the fona merely
for thie information of evacuees.and is standard on all government forms
of this type# It is intended to wam the applicant against giving
false information on the application. The penalties for providing
false information v/ill apply whether the clause is included on the
fem Ok n t# view of the recomraendation of the conferees, however,
the has decided to delete this clause from all future Printines*
of the form. 6
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In cases where the relocation grant provided by the WRA is not
sufficient to cover an indivisual? needs until such time as he re-'
establishes himself, supplementary assistance should be scuunder
the Resettlement Aaaistance Progrem from the appropriate local .welfare
agency* In view of the increased tempo of relocation, Congress has
been asked ta increase the amount whic.h may, be. tirarisferred to th©.
Social Security Board 'for "the ReBettlement Aasist&nce Program between
now and June ~0,1945, and is being asked to appropriate additional
funds for this program to cover the period through June 5, 1945,

Rscorarasnda'tion No* That long "term loans at a low rate of* interest be mad©
available, v?ith ut security, to aid the residencts in reestablishing
themselves aa near as possible to their former status ii™ private enter-
prisea, sUch as business, agriculture, fisheries, etc#

Comment: WRA is now expl ri|lig every potential source of loan8--both govern-
mental'and prisatefor relocating evacueess Because of the current
inflation of:..v&lue8, we believe that evacuees would be ill advised to
secure long-term loans for land purchase at this particular time* Com-
paratively shGrt-tei*m loans f r the restocking of business enterprises”
the purchase of agricultural sauipment and supplies, or other similar
purposeg, however, are definitely needed by many evacuee businessmen
and farmers* WRA will bend ©veryeffcrt to see that such loans are
made available, from some source ljo those wishing to reestablish them-
selves in their pre-evacuation line, of endeavor# Evacuees at the
centers will b© advised as further progress is made in locating poten-
tial credit sources.

Recommendation No. 4: That the WFA use their good offices so that con-
sideration may be given onpriority by »F*A* Because of evacuation#
fesidents were forced to dispoee of their arauipmeat, trucks, cars and
etc*, many of which at present require the approval of an O*F* A* Board*
These equipments are eseential to many residents in order to reestab-
lish themselves in former enterprises*

00BBment: WRN will render every poasibl© assistance through the field reloca-
tion offices to evacuees who need help in obtaining agricultural equip-

N ment. Since priorities are no longer necessary to obtain such eauip-

P ment~axcept for crawler-tyDe tractors), the field offices will be
concerned primarily with locating dealers or individuals who have
equipment and who will se4l to evacuee operatorse Evacuees, however#
should not expect preferential treatment of the granting of Dricritiee
which are not available to other persons*

Recommendation No. 55 That the W«R.A« make ©very effort to obtain a return
of properties, for evacuees who, due to evacuation and consequent tn-
ability to maintain installment paymnistit, have lostthe same; further,
in order to prevent loss of property, to obtain some definite arrange-
ment for the granting of governmental aid, as may be necessary, to
evacuees unable, as a result of evacuation, to maintain installment
payments*
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Comment: There are undoubtedly a considerable number of evacuees who have
lost their properties or who are on the verge of losing them because
of inability to maintain installment payments. Although VBt is not
in position to take any direct action in such cases, it will assist
evacuees, through its field offices, in trying to secure necessary
refinancing, from public or private lending iiatitutionse

Recommendation No* 6  That The WR*A * ve financial aid to residents with
definite plans, for the purposes of defraying the expenses of investi-
gating specific relocation possibilities*

Comment: Assistance of this type is now available to evacuee representatives
designated by the Relocation Planning CommigBion for the exploration
of group relocation opportunities anywhere outside the Wsst Coast
area. This gives evacuees at the centers an opportunity to acquire
first-hand information from their own representatives about sections
of the ccuntry with whioh they are not familiar and provides a factual
basis for evaluating relocation prospects*

On the West Coast, however# there is not the same need for
ex_pl ratorY trips'..of lihis type that there ig in other sections of the
country* The evacuees, after all, have a first-hand knowledge of the
coastal regionite agriculture, climate, and economic opportunitiese
We believe that any* investigative trips center residents may vsish to
make in that region should be at their own expense.

Recommendation No. Ji That the W.R.A. establish adeouately staffed offices
in important areas and employ persons of Japanese ancestry since they
understand Japanese psychology; and also establish in these field
offices, legal advisory and employingnt departments*

Oorament] Area relocation offices have now been established covering the
entire United States* In the Pacific Coast section, there are three
area offices--San Francisco, Los Angeles, Seattle—and 12 district
relocation offices in active operation. Other offices are being
established eo that we ahall soon have a field office in each section
of the West Coast states where there was an important concentration
of Japanese people before evacuation*

A number of Nisei are already employed at several .of. the field
offices both on the West Cloaat and elaewhere* In view of the problem
suggested by the conferees, however, we are also planning in the near
future to add one Issei to the staff at a number of the principal
field offices* These persons will be chosen because of their know-
ledge of the Japanese language aa well as their general ability as
interviewers and negotiators#

At each of the area relocation offices on the West Coast—San
Francisco, Los Angeles, and Seattle---WRA plans to have an attorney
on the* staff who will render legal advice and counsel to the rstum -
ing evacueese is not in position to represent evacuee clients
in court cases but will help evacuees to obtain necessary private
counsel through the legal aid program which is already in operation*



Assistance in securing employment is available to the evacuees
through th© United States Employment Service and the various private
grcups which are cooperating in the relocation program* WRA field
offices are supplementing this service, wherever neoeeaary, and w ill

continue to do so*

Recommendation No* 8: That the e continue the operation of evacuee
property offices for the duration to fulfill the needs of re]?catees*

Comments WR" plans to continue operation of the evacuee property offices on
the West Coast until April 2 ,1946—or virtually up until the time when
the agency itself will go cut of existence* AIll relocating or return-
ing evacuees are given a 6 -day period (after leaving the center) with-
in which to remove their property from WRA warehouses* In emergenoy
cases, application may be made to the appropriate field office for ex-
tension of this time limit but in no case beyond April 2 , 1976*

Recommendation No. 9 That the W.RIJi.. accept for reinduction into centers

those who relocate and who 'find themselves.unable to make satisfactory
® adjustments#

Comment The policy governing visits to the relocation centers has now been
modified in such a way that all relocated evacuees are permitted two
visits to the centers, totaling a maxinaBAm of not more than 5 days®
without the necessity of securing advance approval* We believe this
new policy will largely alleviate the problem suggested by "the conferees*
V/e are not prepared, however, to reinduct as regular center residents
those persons who have left the centers on indefinite leave or terminal
departure* '"The PeaettlQiaen't Assiatanc© Program is organi a9d and has
funds to relieve "the problema of those who meet adverse circumstancese
Through ot© means or another, we believe that reaisonably atisfaciiOry

adjustrmenlis can be. worked out in all cases, and that reindyction "to the
center waald only postpone rather than solve the adjustment problem

which eventually must be faced#

Recommendation No* 10} That the WhR«A e« arrange for the estaH ishing of .hostels
and other facilitifca in various areas; and further more, build new housing

through the F*H.A., vdth W«R*A assistance#

Comment: WR™ is encouraging church groups end other private organisations to
estab.lish evacus© hostels wherever needed and wherever appropriate
facilities can be located* Hostels are now operating in Cleveland”
Detroit# Ifinneapolis, Brooklyn, Cincinnati, Des Moines, Philadel*>hia>
f/ashington, Los Angeles, Oakland, and San Jose. Every effort is being
made to” encourage the establishment of additional hostels in all the
major cities of the West Coast area. As part of .this effor , we have
recently completed arrangements under which eauipment such as cots,
mattresses and kitchen utensils surplus to the needs of relocation
centers can be made available on a loan basis to approved hoatela in
the Weat Coast states* One such loan has already been made*

In addition, WM is oonstantly working on the housing problem
from a number of other angles#



Recommendation No. Hi That the W.R.A. provide transportation of evacuee
property'door to dooi*.

Comment: Careful consideration hae been given to the feasibility of providing
this type of service = However, because of the large number of deliveries
that would be involved and the limited number of WRA personnel avail-
able to work on property transportation, it was feared that provision
of door-todoor- transportation service might become a serious bottle-
neck in the relocation program and an inconvenience to evacuee reset-
tiers* Y/e believe that the whole program will move more rapidly and
satisfactorily if evacuees make their own arrangemerrfcs for picking up
property at the nearest railhead and having it delivered to their homes*
In cases where an aevacuee needs money to pay for the trucking service,
application should be made to the appropriate: welfare agenpy for a
special grant to cover this item*

Recommendation N o.12: That the W.R. A. negotiate for the establishing of old
people's homes exclusively for person of Japanese Ancestiry*

Comment: The WRA is new exploring ~ith a number of public and private agen-
cieB the problem of providing adequate eare of the older evacuees
who have no means of support. We believe that it will be possible,

through old age assistance and other type of public assistance, to
work this p-oblsm out without the necessity for establishing an old

peoplelg home excluidiv@ly for those of Japanese descent-

Recomniertdation No* 13* That the W*R*A« make nsgotiations to arrange,(l)so
that evacuees fornssrly civil service employees will be reinstated and
(2) so thali persons of Japanese ancestry will be able to secure busi-
nesa licenses as formerly,

Comments Evacuees who are seeking reinstatement on former State or local
civil service jobs in the evacuated area and these who wish to obtain
business licenses should simply apply to the appropriate State or local
agency* If any undue difficulties are experienced, the case should be
reported in detail to the nearest VFA field office which will make
every effort to work out a satisfactory solution*

Recommendation No* 14i That short term leave regulations be changed to permit
an absence of tv-o months with one month extension privileges. Also,

that the evacuee: investigating relocation possibilities be pemitted
to become eraplc~red, without change of status*

Comment This, of ccwrse, would be tantamount to reinstituting the seasonal
leave program under anotiheT name* Our experiences with sGasonal loave
have convineed us that it would not be feasible at this late stag© in
the WPA program. Adjuatment of evacuees to private life will be far
easier.-~f the wage earners in the group start turning their thoughts

away from the centers and begin making arrangements as soon as possible
to bring their dependents out to normal communities.

. It ia our policy to grant an additional 5 -day short term leave
in cases where it has been established that mere time ia needed# It



should also be understood "that if an individual on short-term leave
wishes to take employment while on short-term leave that he may do

9 without losing any of the financial or other assistance which WPA
provides for him or his family* |f employment is taken, the indiviaul
would of ecurse automatically enter the status of terminal departure«

Recommendation N o.15: That when an evacuee relocates or returns to his
former businesR or home, W.R . should make every effort to release
fr 2n assets (blocked accounts), both in ca”eg of Individuals of
organi. zaticms.

Gomment5 Those evacuees who have been cleared by the War Department for
return to their fomer homes stand an excellent chance of regaining
their fro zen assets or blocked accounts* WA has already been nego-
tiating viith the Treasury Department on problem and ?/ill soon
anncunce procedures for presenting applications to the proper offi-
cials for consideration* It' is suggested "that the Community Cduncils
inform these whose fUnds are froaen or blocked to take their problems
to th© Project Attorney and secure his assistance in preparing appli-
cations for clearance arKi his advice on clearance and licensing pro-

cedure3*

Recommendation N o0.16i That the W.R.A* negotiate for the concluding of
arrangements thereunder Alien parents may be able to operate or manage
properties With pow”rs of' allomey issued by their children, parti-
cularly by son8 in the Uii“ted States Armed Forces*

Oomraent{ We are ihvegti®ating this clatter and will provide further informa-
tion at a later date*
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Recommendation Noi 17* That the W.R.A. arrange to secure outright releasee
for parolees who relocate*

Gomment: Parolees who have relobeted and desire to be released from parole
restrictions should apply to the Enemy Alien Ooit rol Unit of the
Department of Justicee Peraons making auph'application should submit
any factual infomation they may have bearing upon their loyalty to
the United States and their willingnefla to cooperate in the war efforte
Thi s would incliades .(aOVnames arddssignations :of ariy. sons and daugh-
tera who are serving in the armed forces with their approval# (b)
atatements froia firiend”, acquaintances « .colleague and (c) any
additional ioformation they may have bearing on the continuation of
thqir jarolees statuse WR* will be glad, upon the reauest of an indi-
vidual parolee,submit any, informatipn it may have regarding his
character and loyplty, to the Department of Justice*

Recommendation N 0.18 That the W.R.A. obtain the establiehment of some
avenue of governmental indemnities for relocateee who may bs c.oae vic-

tim8 of Anti—Japanese violence in terras of* personal injuries or pro-
perty damage.



-7-

Oomment The law-enforeeraent agencies of the West Coaet States and tbs United
States Department of Justice have given every possible’ assurance that
returning evacuees will be protected, and these agencies have taken
positive and rapid action in the ieolated cages that have thus f&r
arisen. It is our considered opinion that the opposition to the re-
turn of evacuees now being voiced on the West Coast by certain small
cliques is largely bluffing. While there have been several cases of
attempted violence, every effort hag been made to bring the culprits

to justice, and this procedure will be continued#

If evacuees shoiU suffer any damage or injury, they have the
same rights.as any other person to seek compensation in the courts from
the persons causing the loss. |f the evacuees need additional money-
protection, there is insurance to cover almost any kind of risk,

w ill assis"fcan: .center resident .'upon i*eqUe t in obtaining in urance for
themselves and for their property to cover any riska of damage that
"they "think mighii occur af*iier relocation* We are ©ntirely conf*iden*t

that coverage can be obtained*

Federal legislation would be necessary to provide indemnities of
the sort siiggeated by Recommendation No* 18. We know of no similar
Federal legialal«i h "thaii lias been passsd by Congress* In view of* the
fact that no similar special consideration has been given to other
sons or groups, the presume adequacy of local law-inforcement& agencies
to handle any problem, and the other avenues available to evacuees to
8©ek corapenaation orprotect themeelyes in advance”™ it oeens "to b8 extremely
doublt*ful that Congress would give favorable consideration to the pro-
posa

That the W.R.A. arrangedfor adequate government compen-

Recommendation N 0.19s
etc. while in

sation against losses to evacuee property by fire, theft,
government or private storage or while intrartsit*

Comment: WRA has not been given authority by Oongrees to pay claims of this
sort. In one type of case—where property has been lost, destroyed,
damaged aa a result of the negligence of government emplcyees-claims
can b© filed against the government up to 11,000 under the Small Cl*ima

_of 1922, Through well established channels I ma/ submit such
claims to the Congress for consideration* The Evacuee"Property Officers

and the Project Attorneys at the relocation centers can give evaouees
complete information with respect to the filing of claims under this

or

Where property has been damaged while in transit, claims can and
should be filed in every case against the transportation company. The
accountability of railroads and other carriers for property which thev

ransport is very stricti and m 8I. claims involving damage "to evacu6®©
property while in transit would likely be paid by the carriers invoked,

of ccurse,that these two remedies cover only part
- problem* In the case of acta of vandalism against evacuee pro-
perty in private storage it has not been possible in moat cases to
identify the vandals, despite the thorcygh investigation that is re-
gquired by WM procedures. It must be pointed out, however, that all



evacuees whire given the option of storing their property with the
government free of charge where it would be appropriately guarded.
Since the evacuees had this option Congress might well regard any loss
to be a risk that the evacuees knowingly assumed. There may also be
other types of aa es in which .I s has been sustained through no fault
of the evacuee which may not be recoverable either as a legal or prac-
tical matter. is now issuing instructions requiring all field
offices to make full investigations and report8 on cases involving
damage or loss to evacuee property so that the facts will be of record
in goveminentfiles#

That the W.R.A. arrange to provide students of Japan-

Recommendation No. 20
and opportunities

ese ancestry with adequate protection in case of need,
equal to those enjoyed by CaucesLan students#

Oomraent Since the school systems at all centers (except Tule Lake) are fully
accredited in the States where the centers are located, we anticipate
no dif-~lculty concerning credits in connection with the transfer of
evacuee students to the ordinary public schools outside the centers#

n the West Coast area special efforts have been made to see that the
transition of evacuee students back to the public schools is a smooth
and satisfactory one* The Superintendents of Public Instruction in all
"three of the Pacific Coast States have assured us that.will do
©vearj™hing possible to assist in satisfactory adjustment of the return-
ing evacuee students. Information kits, explaining fully the school
program at relocation centers and. the. status of returning evacuees®
have been placed in the hands of all local school superintendents in
Oalifamia and will probably be distributed in the near future to
similar officiala in Washington and Oregon* Should any returning evac-
uee students experience undue difficulties, the WR* field offices will
render every possible assistance in working out a satisfactory adjust-

ment*

Recommeiidaijion No* 2 1 the W*R*A« mak© ©very ©ffort to secure work op-
portunities for returnees and relocatees 0l equal basis with Oaucasian
cltigens, particularly in reference to admittance into labor unions*

Comiients We have already been working on this problem through the field
offices and will intensify our efforts* OF course# "the best argument

we have in convincing employers or union officials that equal treatment
should be accorded th© evacuees is th© general attitude and work re-

cord of* the evacuees themselves e No preferential treatment hould be
expected, bqt eoual treatment will be the goal of all our negotiations.



