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I did net know Mrs. Nishimete was enly ten years eld while at camp,

-

but T enjeyed talking with her Her descriptien ef her family's prehlems

(em p. 6) is hshapentin interesting . T did net get this kind of

1

data when I was at Tule Lake - er later,




ADD at A. Mrs, Nishimote is the sister of the wife of .fasek Tsuruda.

¥

~8-Jaek Tsuruda is the som of my Tule Lake respondent, Beb
Ts@ruda.
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RWs Hello. Is this Mert?

NNs: Yes.

RWs This is Professor Rosalie Wax and it was

who suggested that I get in touch with you.

NNs Oh yes.

RWs If you have a minute to talk, I can tell you about
it. How do you feel?

NN: Yeah, I have a minute. I don't know if I can give
you any good information or not.

RWs Well, it's more of a biography that you just tell

me what happened to you, fand of course, I won't use your

name on it, and I don't really intend to publish any-
WL
thing at the moment. I just write a report for'{"*

Rockefeller Foundation on how the people are doing today,
F-OR=Harow .
NN: Well. You mean the war time, don't you?
RW: Yes. You see I was in Tule Lake myself as a
student from the University of California. And I got
P i JRmnda

to know Jéme=T, very well. He was a fine man.
NN: Oh, I see.
RW: And so, I have a fine history of all he told me,
which 1is very, very impressive.
NN: Well, I was only 10 at the

Oh, I see.

So I can't really tell you too much.
RWs Well, it would just be the views of a 10 year old,
which are kind of different from others/égd if you have
any impressions.

NN: The first impression that comes to my mind was I




Had so many friends to play with.
tsetoh~tivart .
—wkehiad. 2 let-of-friemdsto play with.

Qh-wirerr™youv,

In this war relocation center in Tule Lake. I was

there too.

Yes.

That was where my sister was

Ny

Yes, oh Teee is your sister.
NN: Yes. She is my sister right below me.
RW: And you were 10. Let's see..you were not sent to an
assembly center theﬁ{
NN: Yes, we were.
RWs Oh.. )
NN: That was in Naﬂerga. And from there we were sent to
Tule Lake. 5

{ ?

AW: Did you have more friends in Na;ierga or in Tule Lakes
Which did you like better?
NN Walferga waé?éhort term, so I had friends.. Of course
you made friends being that age. But in Tule Lake we stayed
there longer and went to Japanese school in morning, and
English School in the afternoon - so that anytime that you
wanted to leave, you could continue in a public school.
That's what they had in mind. It was Jjust required aubjects
like fath, énglish and P.E. I guess it was. I can't remember

too well, but..that was my first impression because I didn’'t

know 211 these emotional and workies and financial status

L
and things like that..being a 10 year old.,didn't come to mind.

But the nicest part I think to me was I had a lot of friends
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to play with because living out in the country, %gwkouldn't.
Bnd then we didn't go to church regularly, we cdldn't.
RWs What did you play and where?
NN: Oh just around hbérglock . «games, whatever.
Nothing special and of course they had a recreation..in every
block they had a recreation barrack, so there were things to
do. I guess they were donated..there were ping pong tables,
and baseball bats, whatever. That sort of stuff. I don't

know where iticame from « money-wise.

/
!

RWs Some of it was donated by, you know, church people and so
on.
NNt Things like that I don't know, but it was there.

RW: You just played and generally..

. \a/v\fd/ -
NN o/\-St\ldledi

RW:s Yeah, and studied. And can you think of anything that
happened then that..

NN: Something that really frightened me was the riots.

RWs Oh y-eecbv}u‘ )

NN: Because, never involve anything..I never saw anything,
or read anything..that really frightened me and I thought to
myself, "gee, we're all Japanese and some people are so
violent." I couldn't believe that. Because I was told that
Japanese were very kind, shy and all this. My parents

you see, said a "woman never smoked" and we were suppose

to be quiet people and that's the impression I got, and then
to see this riot..and see different kinds of people that

I have never encountered before..

RW: Was this..now I want to make sure that I know which

one you are talking about..because..
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NN: In Tule Lake..

i/ M/{'»\‘DL\ 2 " §
RW3 ¥eab7~%a¢«partlcular Jana@eef= riot or fuss.[%here was one

after a farm worker was killed..there was this big demonstration
;ﬁé;éé;.v‘ggif 0. sha k‘i’i,. Maybe aé a little girl you wouldn't know.

NN: I don't know what the riot was about. It could have been

that.

RW: And then later on there were these people who marched

" (Wank- 2o )

and said We—=ho "and wanted to show that they were real Japanese.

NN: Yeah, well we weren't that(Qa~w%w)'

RWs No, you weren't that.

NN: Because our parents wanted us to continue our English

education, you know, that was a must,

RW1 ;ggg. I was wondering..I think..you correct me now. .what msv

mest have impressed you was maybe when. . r-sknow—whet—rappened.

soméyoung boys went up and made a big fuss at the administration

buiiding and the project director turned the thine—ever:. turmed

the authority over to the army and then tanks came in..is that

what you remember?

NN: No, I don't remember that at all.

RW: Gee, what do you remember that scared you. I'm just

curious.

NN: I just know that it was a riot. And all these people

fighting, and I don't know if they had anything in their hands,
“Zhat I don't remember.

RW: Gee. You saw people fightinéﬁ

NN: Well, it was called a riot, not just two peale fighting..

you know, just groups of people. And I kind of think it was

(99 P
the group that we—sho group and the other group. The @gfgho

e\

group were. Fhey had inteﬁﬂded to go back to Japan, regardless

of the war, and I think that was what it was about.




Yeah.

A lot of friction I remember.

Yeah. That was really scary.
NN: And that's the thing I remember that was frightening,
because I had never seen that before.
RW: Yes.
NN: Especially among your own people. :

WD RND

RW: There was a kind of..banging around between the Wémeto~
group and some of the people who were with the Y, ,well,
I don't know just what they called themselves.
NN: I don't either. (laughs)
RWs (laughs) But it's hard to remember when you're ten..
NN: Scenes like that were vague.@nd then I remember when they
came to search our barracks..was a funny feeling.
RW: Oh, this will help, was that after the riot?
NN: Probably.
RW: Yeah, I see what you mean. Did anything happen when they
searched your barrack?
NN: No, we didn't have anything. They confiscated radios and
stuff like that. But we didn't have anything valuable, you
know, like short wave radios, things like that.
RW: I suppose weapons, knives..

NN: Yeah, and things like that, but we didn't have anything.

. , iy «
And anything Japaneseg, that we did have, you know, the few

that we did have, I think my parents burned it before we

went into the camp. Because we were told that you couldn’'t
it. As I recall the only thing that my mother had was
Buddhist, religious things, but she burned those.

And she had to burn those?

Yeah, she burned those.
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RuWs Afraid,.gee

NNT Yealh, —forwa=3i0-year-otd —it--was..,

RW: You remember anything else that was scary?

NN: No, I don't. Of course, the kind of living was different
you know, you had community bathroom and the showers and stuff
like that, which I had never experienced, but other than that
I can't really..going to school and studying kept my mind busy,
so you kind of got used to the routine..didn't think too much
of it.

RW: You sound like you were a very studious, hard-working little

Well, not really. I like to play. I remember playing/a_zit-

What games did you play?

R s :
Oh, you know glrlggame5g£i§§..you know, we'd go to the

bathroom because it was cement and play jacks in there and

we had a basketball court...well, each block had one, so we
played basketball, volleyball..the usual stuff. I remember
playing ping-pong.

RW: When you left the camp, did you still keep in touch with
these girls that you played with or have you kind of..

NNs Yes, one. Just one. She lives in Sacramento now.

RW: And she is still a goodfriend of yours?

NN: Pardon?

RWs She is still a good friend of yours?

NN: Yes. In fact I'm going to see her Tuesday. She's going.
RW: That's very nice.

NN: The rest of the girls, they just stopped writing..we just
lost touch, but this particular one..we just did because..l
guess distance..we live so close. Sacramento isn't too far

away, and I can always call here or we write to each other.
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We see each other at least 2-3 times a year on our way to
b (2 uz he) i
Reno.pn So she is the only one.
i

RW: Zdas.this is the first time I've talked to somebody who
was just 10.

NN: She may have a different impression what she thought.

Because..we never really discussed it..but the g@dress..the

hearings that they had on TV? I don't know remember all that
hearf break where these old ladies were speaking aﬁé}?f?E;é you
know. I guess it was really emotional and a trauma, but you
see I didn't know this..and so when I was watching parts of
thisJﬁ% was very interesting. I didn't get to see all of it.
RW: I am myself was older and I know a lot of people who had
very terrible and frightening experiences.

NNt Yeah, because one lady said that they searched her body.
Well they didn't search me, of course, being little, but I
don't remember that.

RWs Let's see, I'm trying to think like a 10 year old, so I
can ask you, let's sse..what did you get the most kick out of
doing?

NN: Oh gee..there wasn't really too much that you could do,
you weréﬁéonfined. We enjoyed hiking though. We were—abte AMva
to hike the mountains there as you recall.

RWs Yeah, there is that high mountain.

NN: That was kind of nice because you couldn't do anything
else, and they showed movies later on,/gﬁat was kind of nice
because when I was little we didn't get a chance %o seelsv ”ﬂ“Ng

Ay
movies, o4t in the country. That was kind of nice. And of

A
course, there were the canteens and well they were to go
buy ice cream which I thought was nice because we couldn't

get ice cream too often being out in the country. We only
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X i::” s erﬂf**bj““‘l
got to buy it when we went to town. .. p”

Y Sae

Rily—You—were-arioyed 10 g0 to. bowin.
NN: PRgESanteen . you-know..to. buy ice cream, . Because-they
sokd-thate We couldn't spend too much money because of
our finances.
i YOUTHEE  you~gave. people maney. and then they wernt to
town«and” bOUZht you-the ice. cream?
NN1=-No,. they had-a-canteerr irmrthe-eamp.
RWy Ohuyesyathat"s " right shey did.
Later on. they-dids
O pme—irrememberéhedy I was just curious..it was
father, and mother and you in camp and how many children?
NN: Oh my mother, father, 2 sisters and 2 brothers I had.
RW: And then Tule was born there?
NN: Yeah. I'm counting her too because she was born there.
RWs It sounds to me the way you talked that you must have
had very fine parents who kind of sheltered you.
NNs Well, my father was stubborn..well, they didn't do too
much talking..if they}did..it was when I wasn't there or
being in Japanese“IKgfa;'t understand. I really didn't know
what was going on.
RW: I beg your pardon?
NN: I said I really didn't know what was going on except that
it was the war.. What's a war? %
RéF_—¥pah.
N&jﬂiTwo countries, fighting, you know?;afﬂf”i \s)
Rig R =T WOt e fudendtaven’ b, talked to wawwl 1likey to
tal§ to women,)i'm going to see thaf I.get some gore‘inter-

4\

views Wwith wonten
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RW1 ngiKQQHJQbﬁGEGSe‘it-&hould:be balenced.

Unless~yow=ean. thing. of somethingwyeald“{;kgﬁgewmay..ff you
could tell me a little about your life and about leaving Tule
Lde, if you remember any of that?
NN: Okay..They had thi§\yes andnno business. You remember

that?

RW: Xezh.\42¢/ » g \'”9(") )

X AQ A=
Tas '

NN s Thé\noé”went to Japan and theyes®™s stayed. My father up~
very stubbornuiﬁe wanted to go back, but my brother said

"one left" with his disapproval..

RW: What?

NNs My oldest brother left..see I had one in Japan you see.

Mow
RW: Oh, o oldeﬁFBrother did go to Japan.

NN: Yeah, he was there. The-mae—broke out

Rr—QUEwharb? ;

Nﬂ%ﬁvThe war broke out. He came to visit us and he went back

to Japan. I have an older brother living there. He was born

here, but he w s left in Japan. He came to visit us and he

went back gi kafter that the war broke out. And after this
\)yes and no business? the second brother, which is the oldest

here in the United States said "no" he wasn't going back. My

father wanted us to go back, and then my third brother said

"you're getting older and we'll be taking care of you so

he said we can't make a living in Japan, we don't know the

language. So he talked to him and sai@jﬂq/we can't go back.m
And so he listened, my father listened to him and then we

decided to stay and so my other brother, the second one who

is oldest here, he didn't want to sign any kind of paper

yes or no and so then he left and got married. And so then
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my third brother ESD said, "No Pad we got to stay here because
TM« 2 ‘; L.k
we can't support you in Japan) he stayed onhfor some reason.

I guess he renounced his citizenship. He was underage, but he

did what his father said. Okay?

T L T
 He didn't want to but he obeyed his father and did this.

N
So then, the brother that left and married called us saiqliﬁ’s(lk,

)
@is2x, you can come.

RWs Can I ask about the brother who left? He relocated in the
United States?

NN: Yeah. He just left and moved to Utah, that was..because we
couldn't go back to where we were before because we didn't own

the land and we couldn't go back to it so he had a buddy wiko WAL

-1y

lived in Utah, so he went over there first andjgﬁortly after

that..I guess @verybody was 1eav1ng anyway now..they were
vip J b vh/f\ ;’J“k’(u W 5\/«\ At Jﬂ‘\ AlA UV
closing up I think, okay%&the:;:242%8) was made,that we were

to leave, but the brother that denounced his citizenship could
not leave; people like that. So there were a bunch of them
left. And then, so we left.

RW: And you went to Utah?
(“r/v"./‘\l
NN: Yes, we followed éur older brother and left and we lived
W RAL~
there for a while. And then after that they said they really

A
b /S 2N
were going to close the center, then my brother he came and‘he

joined the army because there was no job. He really wanted
his citizenship back and he ﬁe%éfperhaps that way he could get
it back.
RW: ..by joining the army?

Uer- and

NN: Cs2é8 he couldn't go to college.. He was bright but he

couldn't go, because we were in the camp.
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RW: Did he get it back?

NN:+ I think he did. I think you automatically do.

RW: ..when he joined the armyf

NN: Yeah, and he told them what had happened because the
WAL
questionnaireswﬁaédhsayIcertain questions that, "did you re-

nounce your citizenship" or whatever about this relocation

: i
center, and he was very truthful and he said "yes". And I
think he did get it back.

RWs That really makes me feel good. It seems that aid=ef you

A

and your family that you made out quite well in(difficult time

and situation.

NN: Yeah, considering that we are not rich.

RW: Yeah, you did real well.

NN: We're making a go of it.

RW: Where did you go after Utah, did you go to California?
NNs TLet's see after Utah, I graduated high school there and
then we came back to California. Because this other brother

he came back to California because his in-laws had a place to

D \"\ '\

farm and so he went there with his wife boxfarmﬁénd then he
called us over ﬁhere again. My sister and I were both working.
of courseféﬁgé\Was still going to school yet,.go then we

came back to California and then+I don't like country farming,
I'm allergic to the dirt or whatever mnd I just couldn't do
that kind of work, stooping over, and so I decided that I
would come to San Francisco and work a little bit and go to

some kind of a school. So that's what I did.

RW: What did you study?
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NN: Well, jobs were hard to come by then, because people
were still prejudiced yet. So I went to a, let's see what
was that called, a key punching type of school, and then they
place you.

RW: Key punching..

NN: Yeah, it was a key-punching, @f course, they didn't have
computers then. But it was a key-punching school and then they
would place you.

RWi TRhey-weutd—plaee—you. Did you get a job?

NN: Yes, I did get a job.

RW:s Good!

NN: Yes, for an insurance company.

RW: And so now I guess you're mérried, do you children?
NN: Yes, I do.

RW: How many.

NN: I have 2.

RWs Good. I'm very happy for you.

NN: I married late, so my children are still young yet.

RW: I hear the noise. Well, this is a mées really nice talk

O
we've had. I have,very short questionk I'd like to ask.

Could you give me the place where you were born and the
day of birthz ML o szt A A
NN: Sure. I was born in Kent, Washington.
RWs In Washington State?
NN Yes. Kent.
And you birth day.

January 19, 1931.
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RWs And do you know anybody else who was in Tule Lake who

might be a little older and who wouldn't mind having this

kinﬁbf talk with me?

NN: Let's see..older..can't think of any body older.
RW: If need..¢ !
NN: No, I can't think of anybody older, even if I did I
wouldn't know where they are.
RW: Yeah, you're living now where there aren't many Japanese
Americans around, is tha t right?
NN: There are, & because we have our Japanese American
Citizens® League, But our age differences is a little
different and they're not from Tule Lake.
ety re. 00t frea-fute~Lake and not.old _ehowsn,
M7 A lot of them are from other centers. v

K par A0
RWs Well, then I'll say give my love to Ts#®. I've got to
phone her one of these days and just chat. She was so nice
to me. Waldy She-reilTy-cheered-me=ID 90, Anﬂ:théﬁ“if.ﬁéhe
gave me the names of a number of people who had been at Tule
Lake. I haven't reached them yet, but..well I have some, but
I'11 keep trying.
NNs Well, if I think of anybody, I'll get your address from
her and let you know. I'll keep thinking about it.
RW: That's very kind of you. Thank you.
NN: Oh thank you for calling.
RWs: Thanks a lot. This was really fun. Tortre—r T onildeay
el pousnat .
NN tre .
RW:  Odcay, %hank you and if you do hear of anybody, that

really would like to talk, I would just love it.
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NN: Oh, you know there is this one man, I don't know camp

AR \4.,1( |
he was in, but he kept all those tags andﬁgsgﬁ. You know

the numbers that we had and all that.
RW: Yeah, numbered like animals.
NN: I told him, he's a member of our church, I told him I'd
like to see them, because I don't know what happened to ours.
I never thought of keeping that.
RW: You know, I never knew they put numbers on you.
was that?
NN: Oh yeah, every family had a number.
RWs .I see.
NN: You should talk to him. Because he's older though.
RW: Well, that would be fine, but was he at Tule Lake?
RN: That I don't know. I'll have to check with him. If I think
he did, then I'll drop you a line and tell you.
RW: That would be real kind.
NN: Okay.
RWs Thanks so much.
Thanks for calling. It's been great talking to you.
It's a pleasure.
Okay, good Dbye.

Good bye.

End of interview # 312
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S /&ono NISHIMOTO
/ 19y 1931

Mrs., Nishimete wis yern Janunary IftgockR3kxin Kent, Washingten.

When she was XmEYsXXSX®X Zen years old, she

®wx and her family were evacuated te the Walerga Assembly Center and frem

there te the Tule Lake Relecatien Center,

Did you have more friends in Walerga on in Tule Lake? Which did you Like better?

Wakerga was a shont term, s0 1 had friends. . .04 course you made §riends being that

< age. But in Tule Lake we stayed there Longer and went to Japanese school in morning,
- and English School 4in the agternoon - 0 that anytime that you wanted to Leave, you

could continue in a public school. That's what they had in mind. 1t was just re-

| quirned subjects Like Math, English and P.E. 1 guess it was. 1 can't remember foo

well, but. . .that was my §inst impression because 1 didn't know all these emotional
and worries and financial status and things Like that. ...being a 10 year old. . .

At didn't come to mind. But the nicest part 1 think to me was I had a Lot of friends
to play with because Living out in the country, you couldn't. And then we didn't

go to church regularly, we couldn't. '

What did you play and whene?

[ Oh just around our block. . .games, whatever. Nothing special and of course they

"V had a recreation. . .4in every block they had a recreation barrack, s0 there were
j things to do. 1 guess they wre donated. . .there were ping pong tables, and basebatl

bats, whatever. That sont of stuff. 1 don't know where it came gfrom - money-wise.

R Sole -0 f-—At-was—donated-by;—you-know, chureh—people-and-50.on.

- NN:

RW;

ok b
NN'1

RW:

NN:

RW:

NN:

Things. Like thot-T-dontt-know, but Lt was there.

You just played and generally.

and studied.

Yeahg—and-studied. And can you think of anything that happened then that. .
Something that neaﬂﬁy'ﬁnightened_me was the riota.

Oh yes.

3

Because, nnever involve anything. . .1 never saw anything, or read anything. . .that
neally frightened me and 1 thought to myself, "Gee, we're all Japanese and some
people are s0 viokent." T couldn't believe that. Because I was told that Japanese
were very kind, shy and all this. My parents you see, said a "woman never smoked"
and we were suppose to be quiet people and that's the impression 1 goi, and then o
Zee this niot. . .and see different kinds of people that 1 have never encountered

egore. .

And that's the thing I remember that was frightening, beecause I had never
seen that befere,

And then I remember whemn they came te seareh@ur barracks. .. that was
a funny feeling, *

R. Wax: Did anything happen when they searched yoeur barracks?

N. Bisnimete:2 pg

sy We didn't have anything.They eenfiseated radies and stuff like
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that, but we didn't have anything. And anything Japanesy, that we did

have, the few that we did have, I think my pareunts burned it hefere we

went inte camp{ Beeause we were trld we eruldn't keep it, The enly
thing that my mether had was seme Buddhist, religieus things, but
she burned these,

R. Wax: De you remember anything else that was seary?

N. Nishimete: Ne, I den't. Of ccurse, the kind ef living was different,
yeu knew, You had cemmunity bathreem and the shewers and stuff like
that, whieh I had never experienced, but ether than that I ean't
really . . geing te scheel and studying kept my mind busy,

Se yeu kind ef get used te the reutine., ., ®m didn't think tee muech
of ite

R.Wax: You seund like yeu were a very =tudisus, hard-werkiog little eirl,

N. Nishimoate: Well, net really. T like te play. I remember elaying
a Tet,

. Wax: What games did yeu play?

N, Nishimete: Oh, you knew, like zirl's games . ., we'd o te the bathroem
beeause it was eement and slay jacks in there and we had a basket-
#all eeurt, ., well, eaech bleck had ene, Se we played baskethall,

vellykall ,, the usual stuff, I rememhsr slayine wiwxwsx ping-sens,

RW: When you left muwm the eams, did you still keep in teueh with these girls
that you played with ¥ er have ysu kind ef. .

Yes, ene, Just ene, She lives in Saeramente new,

Sud she is still a zeod friend eof yeurs?
Yes. In faet I'm geing te see her Tueday.
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NN:

NN:

The rest of zthe ginks, they just stopped wiuilting. . .we just Lost Louch, but this
particular one. . .we just did because. . .I guess distance. . .we Live s0 close.
Sacramento isn't too fan away, and 1 can aluways call her on wiite 2o each othenx.
We see each other at Least 72-3 times a year on our way to Reno. (laughs)  So she
48 Zthe only one.

This is the §inst time 1've talked zo somebody who was fust 10.

She may have a different Ampression what she thought. Because. . -we never really
discussed it. . .but the Redness. . .the hearnings that they had on TV?

remember all that hearntbreak where + d 7

crying you know. 1 guess it was re,

know this. . .and 50 when T was watching parts. of this.

I didn'%t get to see ate og Lt. :

I mysel§ was older and T know a Lot 04 people who had very ternible and grightening
expendiences.

Yeah, because one Lady said that they searched her body. Well they didn't search me,
0f courde, being Little, but I don't hememben that. :

Let's see, I'm thying Lo think Like a 10 year old, s0 1 can ask you, Let's see. . .
what did you get the most kick out o4 doing? '

Oh gee. . .there wasn't really oo much that you could do, you were 50 confined. We O
enjoyed hiking though. We used to hike the mountains there as you recall.

Yeah, thene is that high mountain.

That was kind of nice because you couldn't do anything else, and they showed movies | \
Later on. That was kind 0f nice because when 1 was Little we didn't get a chance to
dee oo many movies being out in the country. that was kind of nice. And 04 course,
there were the canteens and, well, they were Zo g0 buy Lce cream which 1 Lhought was

' nice because we couldn't get Lce cream too often being out in the country. We only

got Lo buy it when we went
of owr finances.

Lo tawn. . ., We couldn't spend 200 much money because

Fwasr—fusd-cunions . . ft was your father, and mother and you Ln_camp and how many
childnen? g )

Oh. my mothex, gathen, mo sistens and two brothers 1. had.

Ris—"And " then-Nikki-was=bok “thore?

RW:

NN:

Yeah..Il'm counting her too-because she was rborn—thene.

I£ sounds to me the way you talked that you must have had very g4ine parents who kind
0§ sheltered you.

Well, my father was stubborn. . well, they didn't do too much taklking. . .if they did

« o AL was when T wasn't there on being 4in Japanese 1 probably didn't understand.
I neally didn't know what was goding on,

I beg your pardon?

I said T neakly didn't know what was going on except that it was the war. . What's
a war? Two countries, §ightin » you know? (laughs)
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\. RW: Could you zell me a Xittle mone abgut your Tige in Tuke Lake, 4§ you
nemember any of that? el A Ll K

Okay. . .They had this "yes" and "no" business. You remember that?
Yes.

The "no's" went to Japan and the "yes's" stayed. My father was very stubborn. He
wanted to go back, but my brother said "one Léft" with his disapproval. . .

What?
My ofdest brother Left. . .see I had one 4n Japan you see,
Oh, your ofdest brother did go to Japan?

Yeah, he was there. The war broke out. He came to visit us and he went back %o
Japan. 1 have an older brother Living there. He was born here, but he was Left in
Japan. He came to visit us and he went back and rnight agter that the war broke out.
{ And after this "yes" and "no" business, the second. brother, which &s the oldest here
\ in the United States said "no" he wasn't going back. My father wanted us to go
w2, back, and then my third brother said "you're getting older and we'll be taking care
oY 0f you 50 he said we can't make a Living in Japan, we don't know the fLanguage. So
? he tatked to him and said, "No ', we can't go back." And 40 he Listened, my gathern
%\1 Listened to him and then we decided to stay and 50 my other brothen, the second one
L who 48 oldest here, he didn't want to sign any kind of paper yes or no and so0 then
EPL he Legt and got marwied. And 80 then my thind brother siadd, "No, Dad we goit
Lo stay herne because we can't support you 4n Japan", Hie stayed on (at Tule Lake) for
| some neason. 1 guess he nenounced his citizemship. He was underage, but he did
what his gfathen said. Okay? He didn't want to but he obeyed his father and did
this. So then, the brothen that Left and marrnied called us said, "It's OK, you can
come."

Rw: Can I ask about the brothern who Left? He nelocated in the United States?

NN: Yeah. He just Zegt and moved to Utah, that was. . .because we couldn't go back %o
[ where we werne before because we didn'zt own the Land:we=—eoubdhr'#~go=back-to—t 30
| he had a buddy that Lived in Utah, 30 he went over there finst and then shortly
| agten that. . .1 guess everybody was Leaving anyway now. . .they were closing up, I
[ think, okay, 50 1 think that's why the decision was made, that we were to Leave,
kv‘@u,t the brothern that denounced his citizenship could not Leave; people Like that.
So thenre wene a bunch of them Left. And then, 50 we Legt.

And you went to Utah?

Yes, we followed my older brother and Left and we. Lived there for a while. And then
agten that, when they said they were really were going to close the centern, then my
brothen he came and then he joined the Aumy because there was no job. He really
wanted his citizenship back and he thought, perhaps, that way he could get it back.

|« . .by joining the Anmy?

‘/Vu, and he couldn't go to college. He was baight but he couldn't go, because we
were 4in the camp.
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Uid he get it back?
1 think he did. 1 think you automatically do.
. .when he joined the Arnmy?

Veah, and he told them what had happened because the questionnaired Wikl say,
centain questions that, "did you renounce your citizenship" on whateyer about thdis
nelocation center, and he was very twthful and he said "y@A"* And &0 I think he
did get it back. 3 it

That neatly makes me feel good. It seems that you and your family made - V//
out quite well in a difgicult time and situation.

NN: Veah, considering that we are not rich.

/

RSN oI, Yo drid-real-well .
¥ We'ne making a go of 4t.

Where did you go agtern Utah, did you go Lo California?

., Let's see aften Utah, 1 graduated ndgh school Zthere and then we came back to -
California. Because this othen brothethe came back Zo California because hdis Ln-
Laws had a place to faxrm and s0 he went there with his wife and gaumed and then he
called us overn there again. My sdisten and 1 wene hoth wornking., 0f course Nikki
was stilL going o school yet. So then we came back to California and then, 1T
don't Like country farming. I'm allergdc to the dint orn whateyer and T just couldn't
do that kind of work, stooping over, and so T decided that 1 would come to San
Francisco and work a Little bit and go o some kind of achoof. S¢ that's what I d4d.

What did you situdy?

Wekl, jobs were hard to come by then, because people were sELLL pnéjudéaed yet. So
T went 20 a, Let's see what uad that called, a key punching type 0§ 4achool, and
then they place you, '

Key punching? QA

Yeah, £t was a key-punching. gﬁ course, they didn't have computers then, But it
d \

was a key-punching schook and then they would place you.
Did you get a job?

Yes, 1 did get a _jfob.

Good!

Yes, for an Lnsurance company.

And 80 now 1 guess you're maviied, do you have children?
Yes, I do.

How many?

1 have two.




R

RW: I'm very happy fer you. This is a really niee talk we'ved had, I have
ene mere questiem I'd like te ask. De yeu knew anybedy else whe was in

Tule Lake whe might be a little elder and whe weuldnu't mind naving this
kind of talk with me?

Let's see. . clder.. ean't think of amyosedy older. . On, you knew there &

is this ene man, I den't knew what eamp ne was in, but me kept all
these tags and stuff., Yeu knew the mumbers that we had and all that?

He's a member of our ehureh. I teld him I'd like te see them, because I
den'y knew what happened te surs, wp .. ysu shoeuld talk te him,

That wopld be fine, Was he at Tule Lake?

N: That I den't knew, I'll have te echeek with mim., If I think dmx he did,

then I'11l drep ysu a line and tell yeu,

That weuld be kind,

Okay

Eex? Thank yeu se mueh,

Thanks fer ealling., Wt's been xxmxkkxkxtx great talking te yeu.
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Rosalie Wax:

Naoko Nishimoto:

Rosalie Wax:

Hello?
Hello. 14 this Naoko Nishimoto?
Yes.

This 48 Professorn Rosalie Wax and £t was Nikk< Tsuruda who
suggested that 1 get in touch with you.

Oh yes.

14 you have a minute to talk, I can tell you about Lif.
geel?

How do you

Yeah, I have a minute.
Angormation orn nof.

I don't know 44 1 can give you any good

Wekl, At's more of a blography that you just tell me what happened

to you. And of cowse, I won't use your name on ££t, and 1 don't rneally
intend to publish anything at the moment. 1 just will wiite a repont
gon The Rockegellen Foundation on how the people are doing today.

Well, You mean the war time, don't you?

Ves. You see T was in Tule Lake myself as a student grom the Univernsity
04 California. And I got %o know Bob Tswwda very well. He was a gine
man .

Oh, T see.

And 50, 1 have a fine historny of all he told me, which 44 very, very
dmpressive. 4

Wetkl, 1 was only 10 at the time.

Oh, 1 see.
So I can't neally tell you too much.

Weklk, it would just be the views of a 10 year okd, which are kind 04
different from othens. . .and 4§ you have any Ampressions.

The §inst impression that comes to my mind was I had s0 many griends
to play with., In this war relocation center in Tule lake. T was also
there Zoo.

Yes.

That was where my sisten was born.

Yes, oh NikRL 45 your sisten.
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NN:

RW:

NN:

RW:

NN:

Yes. She 48 my sister night below me.

And you were 10. Let's see. . .you were not sent to an assembly center then?
Yes, we were.

Oldiin e

That was 4in Walerga. And grom there we were sent to Tule Lake.

Did you have more griends in Wakerga or in Tule Lake? Which did you Like better?

Walerga was a shont tewm, s0 1 had frlends. . .04 cowrse you made griends being that

« age. But 4in Tule Lake we stayed there Longer and went to Japanese school in morning,
| and English School in the afterncon - s0 that anytime that you wanted to Leave, you

could continue in a public school. That's what they had in mind. 1t was just re-

' quired subfects Like Math, English and P.E. 1 guess it was. 1 can't rnemember too

well, but. . .that was my §inst Ampression because I didn't know all these emotionak
and worries and financial status and things Like that. ...being a 10 year ofd. . .

At didn't come to mind. But the nicest part 1 think to me was I had a Lot of friends
to play with because Living out in the country, you couldn't. And then we didn't

go to church rnegularly, we cowldn'z.

What did you play and where?
Oh fust around ouwr block. . .games, whatevern. Nothing special and of cowrse they

had a recreation. . .4in every block they had a recreation barrack, 40 there were
things to do. 1 guess they wre donated. . .there were ping pong tables, and baseball

bats, whatever. That sornt of stugg. 1 don't know where Lt came from - money-wise.

Some of 4t was donated by, you know, church people and 40 on.

Things Like that 1 don't know, but it was there.

You just played and generally. .

and studied.

Yeah, and studied. And can you think of anything that happened then that. . .
Something that really frightened me was the riots.

Oh yes.

Because, never involve anything. . .1 never saw anyih&ng, on read anything. . .that
neally grightened me and 1 thought to myself, "Gee, we're all Japanese and some
people ane 50 violent." 1 couldn't believe that. Because I was told that Japanese
were very kind, shy and all this. My parents you see, said a "woman never smoked"
and we were suppose to be quiet people and that's the impression 1 got, and then to
see this niot. . .and see different kinds of people that 1 have never encountered
begore.

Was this. . .now I want to make sure that I know which one you are talking about.
because.

In Tule Lake.
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. . which parnticular riot on fuss. . .There was one after a faum worker was killed.. .
there was this big demonstration with the Daihyo sha kai. Maybe as a Little gk
you wouldn't know.

1 don't know what the riot was about. 1t could have been that.

And then Later on there were these people who marched and said "Wash-sho", and
wanted to show that they wre real Japanese.

Yeah, well we weren't that (laughs)
No, you weren't that.

Because our parents wanted us to continue our English education, you know, that was
a must.

Ves. 1 was wondering. . .1 think. . .you cornrect me now. . .what may have impressed
you was maybe when. . .some young boys went wp and made a big fuss at the administra-
tion building and the project directon tuned the authority over to the army and
then tanks came in. . .45 that what you remembern?

No, 1 don't nemember that at all.

Gee, what do you remember that scared you. I'm just cuwrious.

1 just know that it was a niot. And all these people gighting, and 1 don'Zt know £f
they had anything in thein hands. That 1 don't nememben.

Gee. You saw people fighting?

Weklkl, it was called a niot, not fjust two people fighting. . .you know, just ghoups
0 people. And I kind of think it was the group that Wash sho group and the other
group. The wash-sho group were. . ,They had intended %o go back to Japan, reganrd-
Less of the war, and 1 think that was what Lt was about.

Yeah.

A Lot of griction 1 nemember.

Yeah. That was really scary.

And that's the thing 1 nemember that was frightening, because I had never seen that
begore.

Ves.

Especially among youwr own people.

There was a kind of. . .banging around between the wash sho group and some of Zthe
people who were with the. . .wekl, I don't know just what they called themselves.

I don'Zt either. (laughs)

(laughs) But {t's hand to remember when you're ten. . .
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NN.

(

Scenes Like that were vague. And then I remember when they came to search oun
barracks. . .was a gunny feeling.

Oh, this will help, was that agter the niot?

Probably.

Yeah, T see what you mean. Did anything happen when they searched your barrack?
No, we didn't have anything. They confiscated radios and stufg Like

that. But we didn't have anything valuable, you know, Like short wave rhadios,

things Like that.

I suppose weapons, knives. . .

Veah, and things Like that, but we didn't have anything. And anything Japanesy, that

& we did have, you know, the few that we did have, 1 think my parents burned Lt before

we went into the camp. Because we were told that you couldn'zt keep it. As 1 necall
the only thing that my mother had was some Buddhist, neligious things, but she
burned those.

And she had to burn those?

Yeah, she butned those.

You nemember anything else that was scarny?

» Idon't. 0f course, the kind 04 Living was different you know, you had community
bathroom and the showers and stufp Like that, which 1 had never experdienced, but
othern than that 1 can't rneally., . .going to school and studying -kept my mind busy,
80 you Riénd of got used to the routine. . .didn' £ think too much o4 Lt.

You sound Like you were a very studious, harnd-working Little gk,
Well, not really. 1 Like o play. 1 nemember playing a Lot.
What games did you play?

Oh, you know Like gink's games. . .you know, we'd go to the bathroom because it was

| cement and play jacks in therne and we had a bashetbatl court. . .well, each block

had one, 80 we played basketbatl, volleyball. . .the usual stufg. I rnemember playing
PANg-pong .

When you Left the camp, did you SELLL keep 4in touch with these guULs that you played
with on have you kind of. . .

Yes, one. Just one. She Lives in Sacramento now.

And she is stilh a good friend of yours?

Pardon?

She s 8L a good griend of yours ?

Yes. 1In fact i’m going Zo see her Tuesday. She's godng.

That's very nice.
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NN:

The nest of the ginks, they just stopped wiiting. . .we just Lost touch, but this
particular one. . .we just did because. . .1 guess distance. . .we Live s0 close.
Sacramento <sn't too far away, and 1 can always call her or wiite to each othen.
We see each other at Least 2-3 Zimes a year on our way to Reno. (laughs) So she
45 the only one.

This s the §inst time 1've talked to somebody who was fust 10.

She may have a difgerent impression what she thought. Because. . .we never really
discussed it. . .but the Redress. . .the hearings that they had on TV? 1 don't
nemember all that heartbreak where these old Ladies were speaking and they were
crying you know. T guess Lt was reakly emotional and a trauma, but you see I didn'zt
know this. . .and 50 when I was watching parts of this. 1t was very interesting.

I didn't get to see all of Lit.

I myselg was older and I know a Lot of people who had very terrible and §rightening
expesrdiences.

Yeah, because one Lady said that they searched her body. Well they didn't search me,
of cournse, being Little, but 1 don't nemember that.

Let's see, I'm trying to think Like a 10 year ofd, s0 I can ask you, Let's see. . .
what did you get the most kick out of doing?

Oh gee. . .there wasn't really too much that you could do, you were 40 confined. We f
enjoyed hiking though. We used to hike the mountains there as you recall.

Yeah, there is that high mountain.

That was kind of nice because you couldn't do anything eLse, and they showed movies
Later on. That was kind of nice because when I was Little we didn't get a chance to
see too many movies being out in the country. that was kind of nice. And of course,
there werne the canteens and, well, they were o go buy ice cream which 1 thought was

. nice because we couldn'zt get dice cream too often being out in the country. We only

got to buy At when we went to town. . . We couldn't spend too much money because
o4 owr glnances.

I was just cwrious. . At was your fathern, and mother and you in camp and how many
children?

Oh.my mother, father, two sisterns and two brothers 1 had.
And then Nikki was born there?
Yeah. 1'm counting hen too because she was born there.

I£ sounds Lo me the way you talked that you must have had very gine parents who kind
o4 sheltered you.

Well, my father was stubborn. . well, they didn't do too much talking. . .if they did
. o AL was when T wasn'Zt there or being in Japanese 1 probably didn't understand.
I neakly didn't know what was godng on.

I beg your pardon?

I sadd T neally didn'Zt know what was going on except that it was the war. . .What's
a warn? Two countries, fighting, you know? (laughs)
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RW:

Cowld you tell me a Litthe more about your Zife 4n Tule Lake, Lf you
nemember any of that? ; )

Okay. . .They had this "yes" and "no" business. You remember that?
Yes.

The "no's" went to Japan and the "yes's" stayed. My father was very stubborn. He
wanted to go back, but my brother sadid "one Left" with his disapproval. .

What?
My ofdest brothern Legt. . .see I had one 4in Japan you 4ee.
Oh, yourn oldest brother did go to Japan.

Yeah, he was there. The war broke out. He came to visdit us and he went back to
Japan. 1 have an older brother Living there. He was born here, but he was Left 4in
Japan. He came to visit us and he went back and night after that the war broke out.
And aftern this "yes" and "no" business, the second brother, which &s the oldest here
Ain the United States said "no" he wasn't going back. My father wanted us £o go
back, and then my third brother said "you're getting older and we'll be taking care
of you 40 he said we can't make a Living in Japan, we don't know the Language. So
he talked to him and said, "No , we can't go back." And 50 he Listened, my father
Listened to him and then we decided to stay and s0 my other brother, the second one
who 45 oldest here, he didn't want to sign any kind of paper yes or no and so0 then

¥ he Left and got mavied. And s0 then my thind brother isddd, "No, Dad we got

to stay here because we can't support you £n Japan", he stayed on (at Tule Lake) for
some neason. 1 guess he renounced his citizenship. He was underage, but he did
what his gathen said. Okay? He didn't want to but he obeyed his father and did
this. So then, the brother that Left and maiied called us sadd, "1t's OK, you can
come."

Can T ask about the brother who Let? He relocated in the United States?

Veah. He just Left and moved to Utah, that was. . .because we couldn't go back to

" where we were before because we didn't own the Land we couwldn't go back to 4t 40

he had a buddy that Lived in Utah, 50 he went overn there ginst and then shorntly
aften that. . .1 guess everybody was Leaving anyway now. . .they were closing up I
think, okay, s0 1 think that's why the decision was made, that we were Lo Leave,
but the brothern that denounced his citizenship could not Leave; people Like that.
So there wene a bunch o4 them Legt. And then, s0 we Legt.

And you went to Utah?

Ves, we followed my olLder brother and Left and we Lived there gor a while. And then
aftern that, when they said they werne neally were going to close the centex, then my
brother he came and then he joined the Aumy because there was no job. He rneally
wanted his citizenship back and he thought, perhaps, that way he could get £t back.

. .by joining the Aumy?

Ves, and he couldn't go to college. He was bright but he couldn't go, because we
were 4in the camp.
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Did he get it back?
I think he did. 1 think you automatically do.
.when he joined the Aumy?

Veah, and he told them what had happened because the questionnaines wikl say,
centain questions that, "did you renounce your citizenship" on whatever about this
nelocation center, and he was very twthful and he sadid "yes", And s0 I think he
did get Lt back. '

That neally makes me feel good. It seems that you and your pamily made
out quite welk in a difficult time and sdtuation.

Yeah, consddering that we are not rich.

Yeah, you did rneal well.

We'nre making a go of 4%.

Where did you go agten Utah, did you go %o Calipornia?

Let's see after Utah, 1 graduated high schoof there and then we came back to -
California. Because this other brotherhe came back to California because his in-
Laws had a place to faum and 50 he went there with his wife and faumed and then he
called ws over there again. My sisten and 1 were both working, 04 course NiRRL

was sELL going to school yet. So then we came back to Cakiforniq and then, 1
don't Like country farming. I'm allengdic to the dirt on whateyer and T just couldn't
do that kind of work, stooping over, and s0 T decided that T would come fo San
Francisco and work a Little bit and go to some kind of achool. So that's what 1 d4d.

What did you study?

Well, fobs were hard to come by then, because people were AL prefudiced yet. So
T went to a, Let's see what was that called, a key punching Zype 0§ school, and
then they place you.

Key punching. . .

Veah, it was a key-punching. 0f couwrse, they didn't haye computers then, But £t
was a key-punching school and then they woukd place you.

Did you get a fob?

Yes, I did get a job.

Good!

Yes, for an Ansurance company.

And 40 now 1 guess you're marrnied, do you have children?
Yes, I do.

How many?

1 have two.
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RW: €&8d. 1I'm verny happy forn you.
N MOAAAR AL @y b bl AL RN e @ ATEARA - PUNG Y .

-

R Tkt R Gt 0, (ol A8 i85 a neally nice talk we've had. 1 have a very short
question 1'd Like to ask. :Qe&édwyau~givnfm2ﬂﬁﬁe,pﬂaeavwhe&e“gou wetre—born-and.-Zhe
dag—afpinlh

NN+ Sure. T was born in Kent,  Washington.
e RN L. Washington. Stafe?
NN : ".,qc.y@,;,:_‘...w.

R your. b th~day?

NwE—Januany 951931

RW: Awd do you know anybody else who was in Tule Lake who might be a Little oldern and
who wouldn't mind having this kind of talk with me?

Let's see. . .ofder. . .can't think of anybody ofden.
14 need. .
No, 1 can't think of anybody ofder, even if T did I wouldn't know where they are.

Yeah, you're Living now where therne aren't many Japanese Americans around, 44
that right?

There are, because we have our Japanese Amerdcan Citizens' League. But our age
diffenences is a Little different and they're not from Tule Lake. A Lot of ZLhem
are grnom othern centerns.

Well, then 1'LL say give my Love to Kimiko, 1've got %o phone her one 04 these
days and just chat. She was 40 nice to me, She gave me the names ¢4 a numbern ¢
people who had been at Tule Lake. 1 haven't neached them yef, but, . .well I haye
some, but T'€L keep trhyding.

Wekl, if 1 think of anybody, 1'€L get your address from her and Let you know. 166
keep thinking about Lt.

That's verny kind of you. Thank you.
Oh thank you for calling.

Thanks a Lot. This was really gun. Thank you and 4§ you do hear of anybody, that
neally would Like to talk, T would just Love 4%.

Oh, you know there is this one man, I don't know what camp he was in, but he kept
all those tags and stuff. You know the numbers that we had and all that.

Yeah, numbered Like andimals.
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I tokd him, he's a member o4 our church, 1 todd him 1'd Like to see them,
T don't know what happened to owrs. 1 nevern thought of keeping that.

Vou know, I never knew they put numbers on you. Where was that?

Oh yeah, every family had a numbes.

I see.

You should talk to him. Because he's older though.
Well, that would be fine, but was he at Tule Lake?

That 1 don't know. I1'2L have to check with him. 1§ T think he did, then 1'£L drop
you a Line and tell you.

That would be real kind.

Okay.

Thanks 40 much.

Thanks for calling. 1It's been great talking o you.
It's a pleasure.

Okay, good bye.

Good bye.




January 10, 1982 - NAOKO NISHIMOTO

Mrs. Nishimoto was born January 19, 1931 in Kent, Washington. When she was
ten years old, she and her family were evacuated to the Walerga Assembly Center
and from there to the Tule Lake Relocation Center.

RW: Did you have more friends in Walerga or in Tule Lake? Which did you like
better?

NN: Walerga was a short term, so I had friends...Of course you made friends being
that age. But in Tule Lake we stayed there longer and went to Japanese
school in morning, and English school in afternoon - so that anytime that you
wanted to leave, you could continue in a public school. That's what they
had in mind. It was just required subjects like Math, English and P.E. I
guess it was. I can't remember too well, but...that was my first impression
because I didn't know allthese emotional and worries and financial status and
things like that...being a 10 year old...it didn't come to mind. But the
nicest part to me was I had a lot of friends to play with because living out
in the country, you couldn't. And then we didn't go to church regularly,
we couldn't.

: What did you play and where?

: Oh just around our block...games, whatever. Nothing special and of course
they had a recreation...in every block they had a recreation barrack, so there
were things to do. I guess they were donated...there were ping pong tables,
and baseball bats, whatever. That sort of stuff. I don't know where it
came from - money-wise.

: You just played and generally...

: And studied.

: And can you think of anything that happened then that...
Something that really frightened me was the riots.

: Oh yes.

Because, I never involve anything...I never sawanything or read anything...
that really frightened me and I thought to mysel. "Gee, we're all Japanese

and some people are so violefit." I couldn't believe that. Because I was told
that Japanese were very kind, shy and all this. My parents you see, said

a "woman never smoked" and we were suppose to be quiet people and that's the
impression I got, and then to see this riot..and see different kinds of

people that I have never encountered before. And that's the thing I remember
that was frightening, because I had never see that before. And then I remember
when they came to search our barracks...that was a funny feeling.

RW: Did anything happen when they searched your barracks?
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NN: No, we didn't have anything. They confiscated radios and stuff like that,
but we didn't have anything. And anything Japanesy, that we did have, the
few that we did have, Ithink my parents burned it before we went into camp.
Because we were told we couldn't keep it. The only thing that my mother had
was some Buddhist, religious things, but she burned those.

: Do you remember anything else that was scary?

: No, I don't. Of course, the kind of living was different, you know.
You had community bathroom and the showers and stuff like that, which I had
never experienced, but other than that I can't really...going to school and
studying kept my mind busy. So you kind of got used to the routine..
didn't think too much of it.

: You sound like you were a very studious, hard-working little girl.
: Well, not really. I like to play. I remember playing a lot.
: What games did you play?

: Oh, you know, like girl's games..we'd go to the bathroom because it was
cement and play jacks in there and we had a basketball court...well, each
block had one. So we played basketball, volleyball...the usual stuff. I remember

playing ping-pong.

: When you left the camp, did you still keep in touch with these girls that
you played with or have you kind of...

: Yes, one. Just one. She lives in Sacramento now.
: And she is still a good friend of yours?

: Yes. In fact I'm going to see her Tuesday.
The rest of the girls, they just stopped writing...we just lost touch, but
this particular one...we just did because...l guess distance...we live so
close. Sacramento isn't too far away, and I can always call her or write
to each other. We see each other at least 2-3 times a year on our way to
Reno. (laughs) So she is the only one.

: This is the first time I've talked to somebody who was just 10.

She may have a different impression what she thought. Because...we never
really discussed it...but the Redress..the hearings that they had on TV?

I don't remember all that heartbreak where these old ladies were speaking
and they were crying you know. I guess it was really emotional and a trauma,
but you see I didn't know this...and so when I was watching parts of this.

It was very interesting. I didn't get to see all of it.

I myself was older and I know a lot of people who had very terrible and
frightening experiences.

: Yeah, because one lady said that they searched her body. Well they didn't
search me, of course, being little, but I don't remember that.
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RW: Let's see, I'm trying to think like a 10 year old, so I can ask you, let’s
see...what did you get the most kick out of doing?

: Oh gee...there wasn't really too much that you could do, you were so confined.
We enjoyed hiking though. We used to hike the mountains there as you recall.

: Yeah, there is that high mountain.

: That was kind of nicé because you couldn't do anything else, and they showed
movies later on. That was kind of nice because when I was little we didn't
get a chance to see too many movies being out in the country. That was kind
of nice. And of course, there were the canteens and, well, they were to
go buy ice cream which I thought was nice because we coulnd't get ice cream
too often heing out in the country. We only got to buy it when we went to
town...We couldn't spend too much money because of our finances.

It was your father, and mother and you in camp and how many children?

: Oh my mother, father, two sisters and two brothers I had.

It sounds to me the way you talked that you must have had very fine parents
who kind of sheletered you.

: Well, my father was stubborn...well, they didn't do too much talking...if
they did...it was when I wasn't there or being in Japanese I probably didn't
understand. I really didn't know what was going on.

I beg your pardon?

I said I really didn't know what was going on except that it was the war...
What's a war? Two countries, fighting, you know? (laughs)

Could you tell me a little more about your life in Tule Lake, if you remember
any of that?

: Okay...They had this'"yes" and "no" business. You remember that?
i Yes .

: The "no's" went to Japan and the "yes's'" stayed. My father was very stubborn
He wanted to go back, but my brother said "one left'" with his disapproval...

: What?
: My oldest brother left..see I had one in Japan you see.

: Oh, your oldest brother did go to Japan?
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NN: Yeah, he was there. The war broke out. He came to visit us and he went
back to Japan. I have an older brother living there. He was born here,
but he was left in Japan. He came to visit us and he went back and right
after that the war broke out. And after this "yes" and '"no" business,
the second brother, which is the oldest here in the United States said
"no" he wasn't going back. My father wanted us to go back, and then my
third brother said "you're getting older and we'll be taking care of you
so he said we can't make a living in Japan, we don't know the language. So
he talked to him and said, "no, we can't go back." And so he listened,
my father listened to him and then we decided to stay and so my other brother,
the second one who is oldest here, he didn't want to sign any kind of paper
yes or no and so then he left and got married. And so then my third brother
said, "No, Dad we got to stay here because we can't support you in Japan'.
He stayed on (at Tule Lake) for some reason. I guess he renounced his
citizenship. He was underage, but he did what his father said. Okay?
He didn't want to but he obeyed his father and did this. So then, the brother that
left and married called us said, "It's OK, you can come."

Can I ask about the brother who left? He relocated in the United States?

Yeah. He just left and moved to Utah, that was...because we couldn't go back
to where we were before beceause we didn't own the land. So he had a buddy
that lived in Utah. So he went over there first and then shortly after
that...I guess everybody was leaving anyway now...they were closing up,

I think, okay, so I think that's why the decision was made, that we were to
leave. But the brother that denounced his citizenship could not leave;
people like that. So there were a bunch of them left. And then, so we left.

And you went to Utah?

Yes, we followed my older borther and left and we lived there for a while.

And then after that, when they said they were really going to close the center,
then my brother he came and then he joined the Army because there was no

job. He really wanted his citizenship back and he thought, perhaps, that

way he could get it back.

...by joining the Army?

Yes, and he couldn't go to college. He was bright bue he couldn't go, because
we were in the camp.

Did he get it back?

I think he did. I think you automatically do.

...When he joined the Army?

Yeah, and he told them what had happened because the questionnaires will say,
certain questions that, '"did you renounce your citizenship" or whatever

about this relocation center, and he was very truthful and he said Wyeal',  And' so
I think he did get it back.

That really makes me feel good. It seems that you and your family made out
quite well in a difficult time and situation.
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NN:

RW:

Yeah, considering that we are not rich. We're making a go of it.

Where did you go after Utah, did you go to California?

Let's see after Utah, I graduated high school there and then we came back

to California. Because this other brother he came back to California because
his in-laws had a place to farm and so he went there with his wife and farmed
and then he called us over there again. My sister and I were both working.
Of course Nikki was still going to school yet. So then we came back to
California and then. I don't like country farming. I'm allergie to the dirt
or whatever and I just couldn't do that kind of work, stooping over, and

so I decided that I would come to San Francisco and work a little bit and

go to some kind of school. So that's what I did.

What did you study?

Well, jobs were hard to come by then, because people were still prejudiced
yet. So I went to a, let's see what was that called a key punching type
of school, and then they place you.

Key punching?

Yeah, it was a key-punching. Of course, they didn't have computers then.
But it was a key-punching school and then they would place you.

Did you get a job?

Yes, 1 did get a job.

Good!

Yes, for an insurance company.

And so now I guess you're married, do you have children?

Yes, I do.

How many?

I have two.

I'm very happy for you. This is a really nice talk we've had. I have one
more question I'd like to ask. Do you know anybody else who was in Tule
Lake who might be a little older and who wouldn't mind having this kind of
talk with me?

Let's see...older...can't think of anybody older...oh, you know there is this
one man. I don't know what camp he was in, but he kept all those tags and
stuff. You know the numbers that we had and all that? He's a member of

our church. I told him I'd like to see them, because I don't know what
happened to ours...You should talk to him.




Naoko Nishimoto - january 10, 1982 —6-

RW: That would be fine. Was he at Tule Lake?

NN: That I don't know. I'll have to check with him. If I think he did, then
I'11 drop you a line and tell you.

That would be kind.
Okay
Thank you very much.

Thanks for calling. It's been great talking to
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Naocko Nisnimoto
ten
Naoko Nishimoto was mim®/years old when her fmbhemgmmobimer family

was evacuated from Washington. From the Assembly Center they were sent to
Tule Lake. -Beljgea=ciii, She herself appears to have had a fairly
untraumatic zxpmrimmmannf existence axkx® at Tule Lake, but she xr gave me
an interesting &Ew account of kx® her family's difificulties in leaving.
Her oldest brother, she said, had been sent to Japan and was in Japan at
the outbreak of the war%

After this "Yes" and #No¥ business, the second brctherﬁ, which is

R the okdest here in the United States akxdx said, "No," he

wasn't going to go back (to Famagk Japan).

My father wanted us to go kakz back. And then my third brother

/
said, "You're getting olderdf and we'll be tekin§ﬁrR of you. We

can't make a living in Japan. We don't know the language." So
he kXakmst talked to him and said, "Mo, we can's go back."
So my father listened to him and we decided to stay.
And so my other brother, the seonc, one who is oldest kere, he
didn't want to sign any paper, Yes or No, and so he left
o0 3 '- 3 4 <? T™i1le T.al J
1d got married. ..My third brother, he stayed on Mat Tule LakePp”
some reason. I guess nef renounced his citizenship, He
didn'y want to, but he obeyed his father and did this.
Then the brother who left.and married called us and said,
I Ar
X®KX "!§p§AOK, you can come out.
EW: Can I ask about the brother who left? He relocated in the

Baceeac United States?

Yes. He left and went to Utah. That was because we couldn't go
back to where we were before because we didn't own the land. /. .
He had a buddy wkm that lived in Utah, so we went over there first.

But the brother thant denounced his citizenship cculd not
leave. . . and then, when they said they were really xmixmx

close the center, my brother, he came, and then he joined

because there was nc job. He really wanted his
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citizenship back, and he thoughtj perhaps, that way he could

By joining the Army?

Yes. He could go to ccllege. He was bright, but he couldn't
go because we were in campe

Pid he get it back?

I think he did. . He told them what had happened because the
questionnaires will sa¥, "fid you renounce your citizenship?®
or whatever, about this relocation center, and he was very

truthful and he said, "Yes". Ahd xx so he did get it xh=

RW: Where did you go after Utah?

NN: After Utah, I grafrated high schoot there and then we came back
to California. Because, this other brother, he came back to
California becausef his in-laws had a place to farm., So he went
there with his wife and farmed and then he called us over there
again, And then we came back to Califronia, and then, I don't

like country farming. I'm allergic to the dirt or whatever, and
just couldn't do that kind of »x®m work, So I decided that I
would come to San Francisco and werk a little bit anc gr/>to some
kind of school.

RW: What did you study?

NN: Well, jobs were hard to come by then, because people were still
prejudiced, So I went to a key punching school and then they
would place you.

RW: Did you get a job?

NN: Yes, I did get a job, for an insurance company.

/5 At the end of the interview I asked Mrs., Nishimoto whether she knew anyone

else who had been at Tule Lake who might be willing to X% talk to me.
She responded,"There is this one man, I don't “now what camp he was in, but he

kept all those tags and stuff. You know kWakxw the numbers that we had and
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all that? . « I teld him I'd like to see BSm them , because I don't know

what happened to ours.f. . every family had a number,"




