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Mr. Tokunaga, an Issei (first generation Japanese immigrant), was
segregated from Manzanar Relocation Center to Tule Lake at the
end of February 1944. In this memo he protests that employees at

Tule Lake treat the segregees like they are “traitors or criminals to
be deported” and that living conditions do not meet the
international agreements for the “fair” treatment of prisoners.
Tokunaga makes persuasive arguments for his recommendations for
changes in camp policy to improve internal relations.
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WAR RELOCATION AUTHCRITY
Tule Lake, Newell, Californis

June 16, 1944.
MEMORANDUM

Mr. R. R. Beat, Project Director.
Prom: R. Tokunega, 83518 - P.

Sub ject: A collection of impressions at Tule Lake Cneter.
Give us segregees g fair irestment.

Our First easion:
Before we segregees beft Manzanar, we had been told by the

WRA officials there that we would be treated fairly at Tule Lake
Segregation Cemp according to the international agreements.

When we arrived here at the end of Pebruary, 1944, however, we found
everything contrary to our expectation.

The very first impression we received after our arrival here,
was that we were being looked upon as traitors or criminals to be
deported. The food was 80 sbominable and scanty, and every one
was losing weight (though it hes improvedrsecemtly). Clothing
allowances and finencial aids were given us grudgingly after a long
delay. When clothing allowance and financial aid were given us,
the officials seemed as though they were always looking for some
excuses not to give us what we believe we were entitled to. When
we made proteste ageinet what appeared to be unffir, we were often
told, "szia is a segregation camp and is differemt from other
‘eenters.

Americans in Japan Treated rlys
Acoording to the testimonies at Manzanar by the three Americans

at three different occesions who returned from Japan on the exchange
boat, they were given sbout the same kind or a little better food
in the camp than they used to have outside before the war in Japan,
and they never have been pushed around.

Give All of Us Jobs:

Work is absolutely necessary for anyone for both financial
ressons end particularly for health ressons. American war prisoners
in Jepen, -according to a news reporter, are made to work for a few
hours every day for their health and they are paid for it.

There are approximately ten thousand employable persoms in
this camp, I em informed, and enly about five thousand of them are
employed et present. I request Administration Officials to increase
jobs as soon as possible to employ all the persons who are willing to work. |
1f, however, it is impossible to create jobs soon enough, themn let ten
thousand people work half a day every day or five thousand people




work every other week, oxcepting the eocks in the mess halls and job
supervisors. This is the most important problem to be taken up im-
mediately end solved satisfawtorily for the meintenance of the welfare
of the camp residents.

Why Dees The Project Director Hide Himself?

Needless to say, when one meets a stranger and keep an intimate
contact with him, he cen not only avoid misunderstanding between them,
but also oreate a frinedly feeling even when unhappy thing happens.

How cen one expectm to be advised correctly of the eamp situation
by depending entirely on his subordinates for information whem the
Direstor makes mun impeptant decision on a camp problem. The necessily
of Dirsctor's making direct contact with the residents wes fully proven
at the time of Okamoto incident a few weeks ago. When the news of
Okamoto incident spreed all over the camp, the tension of the people
was 80 high that enything might have happened at any moment. But
when the Director made a sympathetie ennouncement regarding the incident,
the tension was much eased and when he made a sincere speech expresaing
deep sorrow over the incidentm et the funeral service, the tensionm of
the people was still more eased, and saved the camp from another fearful
commotion.

I have often heard block managers complaining, "We have no way
40 present to the Director our suggestions and requests; they are always
either ocrushed in the hands of his subordisntes or pigeon-holed on
the way to him.

My advise to the Director is to show up himself at the block
managers meetingat least once every week and keep direct contact with
the representatives of all the residamts and exchange views with them.
This i the only wey to avoid misunderstanding, create friendly feel-
ing, and save the samp from any further trouble.

Abolish Sales Ixes _in The Qpmp:

1 can not see fairness in collecting State Sales Texes from the
csmp residents whoware deprived of normel livelihood and confined in
this camp guarded by the U. 8. Army. Are Americans in concentration
eamps in Japan paying taxes there? I can not even imagine such ab-
surdity being practiced over there. Collection §f Sales Taxes in the
cemp should be abolished at once, and the taxes already paid should be
refunded to the residents, the payees.

Open the Hospital o Visitors:

Whon one becomes ill in this camp and is sent to the hospital
wife, husband or children are allowed to visit the patient only ofp a
weok on Sunday for about ten minutes, and are absolutely not allowed

any other time during the week to visit anyone. We can not understand




why sulig an inhumene sttitude is taken on the part of the Hospital and
the Administration authorities. Welcome visitors at least one howr
every day as iz allowed at lManzanar and so not invite indignstion of
the people which are avoidable if proper steps are taken.

A8 This Center Different from Other Qenters?

We are not eriminsls nor traiters. The first impression we had
when we entered this cemp was that we were being treated as traitors
or criminals. But we isseis are simply wishing to return %o our old
homes, and niseis who were disappointed at the trestment they received
from the Amerisan publiec since the war broken out are following broken-
heartedly théir parents.

There may be some of marrow minded fanatics and growlers so un-
ruly, but the majority of us hope to live in peace and pray there
not be any vielence dnd trumoil inm the samp until the day of owr depart-
ure o Japan.

Both Aumerisca and Jepan eleim final victory is theirs in thés war.
No matier how the war may be brought to an end afterss bitter and bdloody
struggle, however, it is certain thet neither side can exterminate
other nation to the last man; and sooner or dater we all shall have
to live peace as our Creator inmtended to.

The first question we would be asked when we arrive in the old country -
is, "How were you treated at the segregation cemp’" Let us have a sentiment of

gratefulness to the Government of the United States for its fairness

and decency when we will have to answer the above question. Our answers
will have a strong bearing upom the relationship between the two
gountries when diplomatiec connections are re-established after the wer.
"Give us segregees a fair trestment.”

Thenk you

By




DISLOYAL NISEILS

I was informed that Project Director Relph P. NMerritt
expressed great disappointment at the meeting of the Block
leaders held at Manzanar Town Hall, His disappointment, deep
as it was, was said to be on the changeability of the Japanese
nind, wavering in their answer to question #28. Question # 28
as set forth in the questionnaire is as follows:

"Will you swear unqualified allegiance to the United
States of sAmerica and faithfully defend the United
States from any or all attack by foreign or domestic
forces, and forswear any form: of allegiance or obed-
ience to the Japanese emperor, or any other foreign
government, power, or organization?"

When the administration officials made a re-check on
the decision of the residents on the above question before
carrying out the segregation, many Japanese were said to
have changed their answer from "no" to "yes" and vice versa.
I also was told that he was very much surprised at the fact
that because of the negative answers of their sons on the
question, the entire family went to Tule Lake. Mr. Merritt
heretofore had understood that the father was always the
head of a Japanese family, and whatever he decides, the rest

of the family obeyed his decision. This he though was an
admirable custom, but much to his surprise he found the fact
to be the contrary.

Mr. Merritt's disappointment has shown, to our regret,
that he has failed to grasp the fundamental reason for the
uncertainty of the Japanese mind., Is it not a fact that
these people are terribly worried and bewildered? Is it not
a fact that their future in this country is so uncertain
that no definite decision can be made at the present time?
Is it not more so with the Niseis whose future is hanging
in balance?

Since I have already made it clear in my previous arti-
cles as to the disillusions of the Niseis, I shall not repeat
it here., But will state why they are so changeable in their
attitude.

Changeability of the Japanese Mind:

In the face of what the Niseis experienced prior to their
evacuation, and the subsequent experiences gained through
hearing and reading of public utterances and comments made on
us Japanese, by many socially and politically prominent per-
sons, the Japanese came to the conclusion that they cannot
gain the good-will of the Americans for the duration of the
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war, So their thought in general is, "What is the use?" "let
nature take its course and see how things turn out after the
war."”

1t is understandable to us that the answer "no" by the
Niseis may sound exceedingly serious to the smerican people.
But to us who understand, it is nothing more than a blunt
expression of their displeasure and disapproval of the treat-
ment received. It is the reaction of the injustice perpetuated
on them. It is not in the slightest degree a display of dis-
loyalty or hostility toward this country. Therefore, it is
a deplorable mistake to §all them disloyal because they have
answered "no" and to treat them as such.

Even those who answered "yes" have never approved the
treatment they received as fair and their feelings which
they nurse deep down in thelr hearts are positively ideéntical
with those who answered "no™".

The majority of those who answered "yes" have merely
answered for personal expediency or due to their lack of
courage to express their true feelings. To call -them loyal
or unloyal according o their respective answers is therefore
absolutely meaningless.

The Japanese father is still the head of the family.
Isseis are barred by law to become s#merican Citizens, but the
Niseis are citizens by birth. They had been taught in schools
the spirit of Democracy and the Constitution. They are in-
spired by the idea%s of the country, exemplified by the great
men of the past. +hey cherish thelr citizenship and are
proud of the fact that they are citizens of this great United
States of America.

When the Government began to conscript young men for
the Army before entering the war, the Niseis were very much
bestirred , and when they were called to serve, they joined
cheerfully as if it was an asked-for opportunity to prove
their loyalty. Their parents, sisters and friends rejoiced
with them and encouraged them to be worthy of their Japanese
ancegstry. Without the slightest question of doubt, they
. have lived up to the tradition of the Yapanese race for which
they were highly congratulated by the officers in charge.

_But after the outbresk of war between the United States
and Yapan, their beautiful dream of American ideals were
pitifully crushed by the wanton condemnation of the Yapanese
people, both the Isseis and the Niseis by the smericans, have
roused the resentments of the Niseis to express honestly and
bluntly their disapproval of the vicious charges for which
they are now to be segregated as disloyal.
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When their sons are to be sent to a segragation camp
as if they were traitors for no other reason than that they
were honest about their sentiments, how could their fatheirs
and mothers be indifferent and permit them to go alone?
Japanese fathers have not ceased to be and are still the
head of their families.

The fathers have followed in love of their dejected sons
to guide and counsel them in the hour of their need, sons
whose hopes and ideals were shattered beyond repair. What
would you do if you were their fathers?

There is an o0ld Latin Saying, "Erare est humanum". To
err is human. Therefore, I would not blame this country for
the errors it has committed in its emergency. We blame no
one for the mistakes already made, but let us not repeat
like mistakes today or in the future and accuse the Niseis
as disloyal.

Without doubt, there are disloyal Hiseis. They are
few in number and can be easily handled. In the name of
Justice, I appeal to the sincerity of the Puritan; the
righteousness of George Washington; and to the generous spirit
of Abraham Lincoln; which I firmly believe are still exist-

ing in the hearts of all true Americans, for a decent and
considerate treatment of our youngsters, the citizens of the
Unlted States of America.

Morihiko Tokunaga




SEGREGATION

The recent announcement made by the War Relocation
Authority officials concerning the segregation of the loyals
and the disloyals has enshrouded the camp with a melancholy
atmosphere, I cannot see what good it will accomplish after
incurring unnecessary expenses of segregation.

It is true those who lack self-control and those who
are extremely pro or anti-Japan should be separated for the
sake of peace and harmony in the camps., But the wisdom of
segregating the residents according to their answers rela-
tive to cuestions #27 and #28, I have my doubts. TIs it not
true that there exists a deep and complex sentiment in every
individual which cannot be fully exporess in a simple word of
"yes" and "no"? T begthe authorities to give this problem
their serious reconsideration.

TLet us stop for a moment and review the sentiments and
attitudes of the Isseis and the Niseis prior to Pearl Harbor.

Tsseis! Sentiments and attitudes:

The Tssei's sincere wish which they prayed for with
profound selemnity was "peace”. They did not believe there

could be such a thing as war between this country and Japan.

When the Commercial Treaty between the United States
and Janan was unilaterally abrogated by the Tnited States,
the Isseis were very much worried, but they thousht that
was only a diplomatic bargaining on the part of the United
States. When the embargo was proclaimed on all the exports
to Japan, they became terrified, yet they still continued
to believe there could be no war between the two countries.
Therefore, when the bombardment of Pearl Harbor was officially
broadcasted on December 7, 1941, they were utterly astonished
and could not believe their own ears.

"Be ever grateful to the land to which you owe your
living", is the traditional precept for the Japanese. Ad-
hering to this precept, the Isseis as a whole were, and are
ever grateful to the United States though they were subjected
to anending persecution during the past 40 - to 50 years.

To the lsseis, Japan is vue mother who gave them birth
and the United States their father who provides them a living.
oo when the war broke out, they were thrown into a dilemma
in which a child finds itself when its parents quarrel. I
hope the world will understand our predicament.
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The Tsseis were accused as spies and saboteurs and were
arrehsted in a wholesale manner by the F.B.I., but through
subse~uent findings, they were proven innocent. Likewise,
through official reports from Honolulu and other strategic
points have cleared us from all charges.

However, if the American people will insist on their
repatriation, the Isseis will meekly leave for their mother
country, but if the Americans will tolerate with our presence,
after the war, we would gladly remain, since we have learned
to love and are now deeply attached to this land of free
America.

Niseis Sentiment and Attitudes:

With the Niseis, it was quite different. During my thirty
years of wholesale produce business in Los Angeles, I had many
acquaintances among the matured Niseis, both in the city and
in the rural districts. It was very interesting to see their
true and unaffected sentiments and opinions during those days.
Almost everyone, excepting very few which was negligible, said,
"We are Americans. Our first obligation is to fight for
America, though Japan is the country of our parents?.

Such were the true sentiments as they existed prior to
evacuation, but these inBorn sentiments of loyalty and
patriotism have turned gradually bitter and antagonistic
in ppoportion &s the public opinion towards them became dis-
paraging and abusive. Their concept of American Democracy
and their understanding of the Condtitution of the United
States of America were totally blasted overnight.

In despondence and in confusion over the fate of their
future in these United States, it became quite natural for
them to look to the land of their parents in replanning their
life. The majority of them, however, have never been over
there. They even cannot speak the language, or read or write
it. Japan to them is just as strange as Russia or Germany.
Their future is so obscure, they in fact are confused.

Under the circumstances, I appeal to the W.,R.A, officials
not to blame them for their actions or judge them according
to their answers "yes™ or "no" to cuestion Y28, They are
in utter confusion and bewilderment and do not know their
own minds.

Family Disruption:

When we entered the camp there were very little family
discords. But when the army solicited the Niseis to volunteer




rage 9

last Svring, almost every family in the camps was thrown
into a turmoil. The opinions were divided between parents
and children and even among children themselves. Worried
fathers were gaddened; frantic mothers were crying; and
many deiected and bewildered children were cuarrelling and
remonstrating in vain.

The announcement of the plan of segregation by the W.R,A.
again has created a pitiful confusion. ILet them be alone,
I beseech you. Let those who voluntarily wish to relocate,
relocate themselves.

Future peace depnds on the youngsters. How long the
war will last, God only knows. It is certain that it will
end someday and all the nations on earth will again be
living in peace as God intended them to be. Let us hope
and pray that the world after the present carnage will not
repeat the same tragedy under any circumstances.

The average age of the Isseis is in the neighborhood
of sixty. Within the next ten years, most of them will be
gone. On the contrary, the majority of the Nisels are still
in their teens. Whether they remain in this country or be
expatriated after the war, they will in all probability be-
come the deciding factor of &he warfb? good-will between
Japan and the United States;

Yosuke Matsuoka, one of the greatest diplomats and
statesmen of Japan, was a poor, unknown schoolboy in Tacoma,
Yashington, some thirty years ago. On his way home from
Geneva, he purposely stopped at Tacoma and paid a visit, to

A

his former employer and sent a wreathe to her tomb when'Wwas

inaugurated as foreign minister.

Who knows that there are no second and third Matsuoka
amongst us? Although we Isseis do understand the senuviment
O uwue Awericaun people vowara sgapaun, uvue majority of tne
Niseis dou nov, 7Tunerefore, 1 again appeal to tne officials
of the W.R.A. 00U vO be uv0O0 Severe ii uvaelir judgemeuv ol
the Niseis, basing their conclusions on the aunswers oui "yes™
grirtaals,

Morihiko Tokunaga




ISSEI'S ANXIETY

We Isseis who have-endured many a hardship during the
past half century, bear with resignation the vicious lies
and the wanton accusations heaped upon us by the American
people, as natural under the present circumstances., But
we feel that great injustice was done to the Niseis when
they were subjected to the same conditions. They are inno-
cent off-springs of Japanese ancestry, of whose future we
Isseis feel very much concerned.

Barly in 1942 when the public was hysterically clamor-
ing for an immediate evacuation of the Japanese, including
the Niseis from the Pacific Coast States, the Niseis were
placing their absolute confidence in the justice of the
American people, that their rights as citizens of the United
States would be fully recognized and Tespected. Instead,
their rights were totally ignored and were told, "If you are
loyal to this country, it is your duty to go to the concen-
tration camps and remain there for the duration of the war.
Tt will be the best proof of your loyalty to this country.”

Submitting themselves to the general clamor of the
American people through their councilmen and the journals,

they willingly went to the camps. The gates were closed
unmercifully behind them, thereby isolating them completely
from the rest of the world in a god-forsaken country. Thus
their liberty as well as their richts of an American citizen
were sealed through the Order of Evacuation. The freedom of
speech was likewise curtailed to the minimum.

In complying with the Order of Evacuation, they had to
dispose of their belongings in such a rush and at great
gacrifices. It was a pity to see them being up-rooted econ-
omically from their homes and businesses, the trades which
they've inherited and built through many years of hard work
and suffering. Heroically they have closed the door of their
livelihood in obedience to the law of the country. Though
the tears have dried, the Order has left a nasty wound.

Before the memories of despair and resentment died, the
Niseis again were told, "You will now be given the chance to
prove your loyalty through volunteering.” The Niseis were
very much bewildered. They could not understand the "offer"
in the facf of what had been done to them. The general
feelings were, "Why must we further prove our loyalty after
our civil rights had been dénied us; after corralling us

like a bunch of sheep in a god-forsaken country?" Could
America blame them in their hesitancy?




Isseis' Anxiety ol

Before the war, the Niseis did not pay much attention
to the veracity or to the falsity of the news. However,
since they were segregated, they became wvery sensitive
readers, particularly to news concerning the Centers., They
were well-informed on what had happened and what is happen-
ing everyday within the camps., Their feelings were time and
time again roused through false accusations voiced vocifer-
ously by the newsreporters, mayors, governors and the senators,
Regardless of all the vicious lies said against them, they
had no means of defending themselves,

Their resentments were further aggravated by the ralse
reports heralded throughout the country by the reporters on
the "Manzanar incident™. It was stated tnat the trouble was
the culmination of the Pear Harbor Anniversary Celebration,
which was a deliberate lie. Much as they wanted, they could
not present their side of the story in defense.

The American citizensnip was nothing more than a toy
wnich was capriciously given to them and then taken away
without a cause by a hysterical mother, the United States of
America.

The Nisei's unquestionable faith in the Constitution of

the United States, and their belief of the American spirit
of fairness and decency were thoroughly erushed by the acts
of the Americans themselves. They how regard the Americans
as shameless hypocrites,

Though we Isseis do understand the present turmoil, the
Niseis believing themselves as genuine American citizens could
not. They have found out that the Americans do not adhere
strictly to their traditional policy of fair play. Their re-
sentment 1s great, but great as it is, being young and flex-
ible, their wound easily heal. Having no knowledge of the
background of all that happened and no ability to judge the
circumstances of the events, they are easily led, so should
the present injustices be perpetuated without Justification,
we Isseis do fear that the Niseis would formulate their minds
in accordance to the treatment they are now receiving,

In the past, the Japanese students were noted for their
good behavior, but today the contrary is said to be the case.
Those whose records were excellent in the past, that is prior
to evacuation, are said to be failing in Manzanar, These facts
are the refledtion of their pent-up emotions weighed heavily

by the loathsome and disgusting camp life




Isseis' Anxiety o=

The war cannot and will not last forever. OSomeday it
will be over and when it i1s over, we Japanese and the
Americans again will be living side by side in peace as we
have in the past., But if the minds of the Niseis are im-
pregnated with hatred born of onresent conditions, what would
the future hold for the community in general? Needless to
say, this is the greatest worry of the Isseis today.

Educators, religious leaders and you responsible men of
the country, permit us to appeal to you for your frank and
unselfish advice on this deplorable problem, Won't you please
give us your timely suggestions?

‘Let us forget the past. Let us look into the future and
guide the generation of tomorrow., To build the future with
well enlightened and friendly generation is more important for
the welfare of the nation and of the world. I, therefore,
earnestly beg of you to give this important subject your very
careful consideration as one of the problems of today and
that of the post-war world.




NIT B i ~
AUl UAL S LAUSL

AR and

-

f

coulc

-
Ll










J AL

sl WA

NL AL

3
A
3
:

t
i

TLI&ALN U,

vy
L1k

T

ORI~
IOovVe

o







or

e

L ¥







Japan was in no les

aracteri

reat 1mpo

signsg unfol

Decame

1y

+L

olle

cease

sooner

aT

A d

Yy




the

Korea

of

foreignenr

h ome s

ipane se

Korea

west coast

to

3
A

I'ter

PG R
yearx lJ

result

)

y £
s L

'y
% g

-
J

astonished

rreat

ong
LOgl




if 'she were a colony

SR 2 - ~es vy
tottering between
dependence .ol her

o

proves.

~

sntioned

internal

$~r
v

no un

and

als

people ‘distrusted the of ials
rulnous atione here were continuous bitter
and. bet

ween the

P o b

CO. evaae

4 }- 2 Ry | 712 e At
national l1ife, wage

years: t
Wes i
€ ‘}\L'

ten
an (—]1 pe &

':..::‘ 1—-‘ 1. (;” ‘fl

no 1lon g




)

v

uwntr

O
J

“

other

any
J

100}

N

T
L

v

Ve  rnme
vernmen

~

and

L¥ion

&




~ " 2
O UIx)

- 11.C

&5V

(=~ Iy

O
i
d

Pl

OF

DS
















e

YO
(O 6 1L 05 S 8 I 5

slalsel

L




d
e

[ P=Y

over

(




oncern,




4
v
lecret

der
Qe
86

A

nci




=
I
]

nu

e




84y
L

to'  then,

in eve

cone

resort

rn end of South

(S e NLTF boo Mikes s
Y ~ T o A 4-' T aDay

nain

: A 8
A YU I 4




1

1N K1










~ 1










JSTIE - § 8 O




] e 3
e Ireln

seemed to have







ey A
o

O










1 8

3


































