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TO? Dr* Edward E* Spicer, Chief

J* Ralph McF&rling, Community AnalystFROM*

SUBJECT t Weekly Report fo r 9/14 to 9/21 inclusive

Return to California

Letters written by a Heart Mountain woman who recently re - 
turned to Los Angeles were ̂ published in the Rocky Shlmpo and have 
been widely discussed* These letters expressed a favorable at*» 
titudentoward the return of the Japanese to the West Coast, but 
cited certain physical d ifficu ltie s  such as the fact that i t  is  
necessary to pay rent lo  months in advance* While this was eon«* 
sidered very d iff ic u lt  and would probably deter many from return** 
ing to the West Coast, i t  was thought to be onlyntemporary• It  
was not taken to be ah act of racia l discrimination, since there 
are few Japanese there now, but the result of war-time conditions* 
News regarding California in these letters was accepted with sat­
isfaction by the residents although i t  was generally believed 
that only those who owned property would be able to return there 
at f ir s t *

Several weeks ago, a Caucasian who operates a number of 
farms for center residents near Merced expressed the opinion that 
the Japanese people should not return a few at a time, but in  
large numbers which he fe lt  would give greater security and mean 
less discrimination* This idea was not accepted by the people 
in general as sound*

Am Issei grower who says he plans to return to California  
as soon as i t  Is opened, estimates that not over 10 per cent of 
the people w ill  return at f ir s t *  Perhaps not over 20% altogether#

One of the problearn which people who own property in Cali­
fornia are concerned about Is being able to get possession* Many 
people signed three year leases which w il l  run out in Lay 1945; 
others signed indefinite leases such as fo r the*duration o f the 
war0* They do not know what Is  the status of these leases now 
in the event California la opened before the end of the war*

A Nisei g i r l  expressed the opinion that the residents were 
not so much concerned about the attitude of the native Califor­
nians as they are about the attitudes of the new people who have 
gone to California since the war started, and who have never 
known Japanese people* However, they that a fter the war is  def­
in ite ly  over that many of these people w il l  return to their orig­
inal homes* They seem to constitute a threat In regard to housing, 
job opportunities, and rac ia l discrimination*
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Ishi Keen Kal (Doctor’s Supporting Association)

Hie Council and Block Managers groups have been very much 
concerned during the past few weeks over the situation of the 
Japanese Doctors in the hospital* This problem has coma up 
periodically in the past when Japanese Doctors have shown a ten­
dency to resettle* How with only three Japanese Medical Doc­
tor« le ft  in the venter* the various groups fee l i t  necessary to 
provide a l l  the inducement they can to keep them here* They re­
a lise  that the doctors and dentists are sacrificing a great deal 
by working in the center at (19*00 per month* when they could be 
making much more on the outside* •,.

Ishi Koen Kal was organised with a l l  groups in the center 
represented including Comnrunity Council* Block Managers. Booster 
Service* Wofien’s Federation* etc* I t  has not been confined merely 
to the doctors* but the entire hospital service Is included, Of­
ficers have been appointed* and by-laws written up* Block meet­
ings have been held to get the support of the people which sees» 
to be pratically  unanimous* The feeling of this group was that 
i f  the pay of the doctors could be increased from (19*00 to say 
#50 *00 by collecting funds from the residents to supplement WBA 
wage that this would ha help to do at least two things! 1) tend 
to keep as many Japanese doctors and dentists in the center as 
possible* and 2) tend to discourage personal g ifts  to the doc­
tors by the residents* so that those who have l i t t le  monwy may 
fee l that they w ill receive the same treatment as those who are 
able to make generous g ifts *

The general feeling Is that i t  would be unfortunate fo r the 
residents i f  the Japanese doctors and dentists resettle* so that 
the hospital would have to recruit Caucasian doctors at the pres­
ent time when, there are so few good doctors available due to war 
conditions*

Ishi Koen Kal has asked the center residents including those 
out on seasonal leave to contribute five cents per month per per­
son to aid the doctors* They also asked the Co-op to donate (1000 
to this fund* Practically a hundred per cent response was re­
ceived from the residents and the Co-op donated (500*00

labor Problem and Community Government

The labor situation which has been acute fo r some time has 
recently become more so due to the return of 429 high school 
students to the classrooms* and the seasonal leave of 200 workers 
to the broom-corn harvest*



A number of weeks ago the Administration asked the Council 
to form a Man Power Commission of five members who would act 
with a sim ilar number of Appointive Personnel in the Commission 
In working out the problems of center employment» The Council*s 
attitude was that such a Commission should be appointed, but 
that the matter be f i r s t  referred to the people in block meetings 
fo r two reasons i 1) to get the backing of people in  the forma­
tion of such a commission, and 2) to get the co-operation of the 
people with the commission in any acts i t  performs a fter I t  is ap­
pointed» This seems reasonable, but instead of calling block 
meetings to discuss the matter with the people, a committee was 
appointed to discuss the matter with Mr» Llndley. Evidently 
some members of the Council thought of this committee as their 
representatives on the Labor Commission» After discussing labor 
problems and the functions of the council fo r  two hours i t  was 
decided that this committeendld not have the authority to repre­
sent the Council on the commission; that i t  was only a committee 
with power to discuss but not to act* I t  was fe lt  by members of 
the Council that members of a commission would have greater re­
sponsibility and would be charged with powers to act such as 
naming priorities regarding essential and unessential employment, 
and that i t  might be necessary in some cases to assign certain 
people to definite undesirable jobs* In this respect i t  was fe lt  
that the commission had much broader scope than the committee and 
might run into d ifficu lt  circumstances unless the people accepted 
responsibility fo r its  development» One d ifficu lty  seen was that 
certain individuals might not want to be on the commission be­
cause of unfavorable criticism*

As a result a joint meeting^of the Community Council and the 
Block Managers Assembly was held on Tuesday September 19* After 
free discussion i t  was decided to co-operate in forming the Com­
mission with fu ll  power to act* A majority of both groups 
seemed favorable to taking the matter to the people f i r s t  by 
holding block meetings« Another jo int meeting was held on Sep­
tember 20* At this time the block managers reversed their opin­
ion regarding asking the people and wanted to go ahead and form 
the commission at ones* The Block Managers Assembly said 9Let 
vote as Block Managers9* The Chairman of the Community Council 
then said to the Block Managers 9Xou cannot decide as Block Mana­
gers, but as residents9* The Block Managers then reacted to this 
statement by leaving the meeting In a body* In the ensuing dis­
cussion, the Vice-Chairman questioned the right o f the Chairman 
to make such a statement to the Block Managers since they had 
been invited to the meeting by the Council« and since there had 
been no c larification  at the beginning of the meeting as to wheth­
er the Block Managers were invited as Block Managers or as resi­
dent guests» However, the Council gave the Chairman a vote .of 
confidence» In the w riter’s opinion there needs to be a good 
deal of c larification  as to the function of a joint Community 
Council and Block Managers Meeting* The chief d ifficu lty  emana­
ting from such a meeting seems to center around thelfact that the
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Block Managers is  to a l l  intents and purposes an executive 
group while the Council is  a policy forming group elected di­
rectly by the people* There is  a question whether such a meeting 
should be held at a l l  except as a matter of expediency to ob­
tain general discussion on a question and c larify  thinking*

So fa r as the writer can discover there was no expressed 
difference in  the two bodies regarding the forming of a Man 
Power Commission since both were in favor of it *  However, the 
Council wanted to carry the matter to the people f i r s t ,  and the 
Block Managers wanted to go ahead and form the commission at 
once. In the meantime the Council went mhead and mimeographed a 
statement to the people requesting their opinion regarding the 
formation of this Man Power Commission, and with i t  enclosed a 
copy of a letter written to Mr* Lindley in which they stated that 
they had formed a Man Power Commission to meet with him, but 
which was not recognised by you,** I t  went on to say that the 
Council and Block Maa agers had formed a five member Man Power 
Conm&sslon which was formally approved by the Council body sub­
ject to the approval of the people of Amashe* This two page 
mimeographed form was distributed to the blocks Thursday, Sep­
tember 20th, but we have received no report as yet on the results

(Signed) I ,  H,« MoParling * %m§ 
J. Ralph MoIFarllng 
Community Analyst
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TO* Dr* John H* Provinso, Chief, Coiaamity Management Division

ATTOTTONt Dr* %ward H* Spicer, Chief, Community Analysis Section 

FllOi J* R* HcFarling, Coaunmity Analysis Section

SUBJECT* Weakly Report

In ay weekly report of November 10th, I  discussed the thinking of 
the evacuee regarding indemnities* Certain reactions which have come 
to ny attention since then leads me to think that this attitude may be 
undergoing change, and these is  developing a very definite alternative 
which w ill be accepted by many in lieu of indemitiSB* However, that 
some measure of restoration to his pre-evacuation status is  absolutely 
necessary, is  one of the most important elements of the evacuee’s think­
ing regarding resettlement} not cnly does he fee l i t  is  just, but he 
can see no other way out of his present situation* The alternative 
mentioned above 1st to give special consideration to the reloc&tees 
by arranging loans on a leng—tent low—interest—rat© bads* Provision 
of this sort would be accepted by many in lieu of indemnities, and would.

them to participate in their com restoration without actual cost 
to the government since the money would be paid back*

This attitude on the part of many evacuees is  not motivated by the 
desire to get something for nothing, nor to take advantage of their 
position to baring pressure on the government to meet unjust demands* 
They fee l that because of their unfortunate situation they cannot re­
settle without financial aid in the form of a loan. They reiterate 
over and over again that they want to pay the money back, and do not 
want charity* The source of the loan is of no particular consequence 
to them as long as they can be sure it  w ill be made availabl e without 
discrimination such as they experienced with government agencies in 
California* The amount of the loan is  to be determined by need, but the 
upper limit some have set to be not more than one thousand dollars per 
person* Since it  is  a loan to be paid back the evacuee feels that no 
one « i l l  borrow more than he actually needs for his restoration, and 
that this fact w ill serve as a definite limit to the temporary obliga­
tion which the government would assume*

The reaction on the part of the evacuee is  dot so much one of 
attempting to figure up the total cost to him of his evacuation exper­
ience, but rather of trying to find ways and means of going on from
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here* Bo matter how ho approaches the problem, he discovers that i t  
takes money to  s ta rt over again whether i t  is  farming or re-estab lish ing 
a business in  C aliforn ia  or elsewhere. Be also finds in  the m ajority o f 
cases that he does not have the funds o f h is om to  do i t *  Nearly a l l  
came to  the center with depleted resources, and have been paying insurance 
premiums and other center and extrsrcenter expenses out o f those resources* 
Many have had to  g ive up th e ir insurance p o lic ie s , which to  the evacuee 
is  one o f h is most prized possessions, and is  only done as a la s t resort*

the evacuee now fe e ls  that re at oration to  a semblance o f h is former 
economic status is  d e fin ite ly  beyond his own con tro l, and that govern­
ment in tervention  is  necessary* He, however, has l i t t l e  confidence in  
the already ex istin g government lending agencies because f ir s t  (see trend 
report o f Nov* 10th; they are not geared to  h is specia l needs, and 
second while there may be no discrim ination against him a t the Washington 
le v e l within these agencies, there has been discrim ination at the lo ca l 
community le v e l which he has experienced in  the past* He fe e ls  that since 
he was placed here through no fa u lt o f h is own that the government is  
responsible fo r  h is w elfare* He is  now waiting to see what d e fin ite  plan 
the government w ill  make fo r  his reh ab ilita tion *

'This. ..thing, called resistance

1* Resistance im plies something to  re s is t

We hear a great deal about the evacuee’ s resistance to  resettlem ent, 
as i f  the only fa c to r which stands in  the way o f successful resettlem ent 
is  the evacuee’ s Individual and personal contrariness* Thus we seem to  
think o f resistance as a one way proposition, when actu ally resistance by 
i t s  very connotation im plies that there is  something to re s is ti that 
pressure is  being applied by a force outside erne’ s s e lf*  Therefore, i t  
Is  certa in ly  important to  examine the nature o f th is  pressure and the 
reasons fo r  the evacuee’ s reactions*

2* Two lin es  o f thought

Upon analysis we believe that the nature o f the co n flic t situation  
is  the resu lt o f two d lffe ra n t lin es  o f thought, namelyt (1 ) IRA’ s think­
ing regarding evacuation which is  motivated by in te lle c tu a l concept® o f 
what w ill work out fo r  the best in terests o f th is  ra c ia l group in  America 
fo r  the fh ture, and (2 ) the evacuee's own thinking regarding resettlem ent 
which is  motivated by emotional a ttitu des, reactions, and cu ltu ral be­
haviour patterns*

A* IRA’ s philosophy o f evacuation

I f  we sta te b r ie fly  IRA’ s philosophy o f evacuation as we understand



i t  ea rly  In the program at le a s t, i t  wculd boi
fortunate occurrence. However, i t  came about as a »  opposing ^
soc ia l forces # iieh  developed on the le s t  Coast due to  th*  
o f psoplo o f Japan»so ancestry in  that area. Therefore, the te r t  thing 
far tha Ja-janose people to  do from here on 1 » to  re se ttle  in  conawUM.es 
Z i t S ^ l S r ^  they - a l t o  in to
the l i f e  o f the nation, then there «111 be l i t t l e  or no chance in  the 
future* o f intense anti-Japanese fe e lin g  developing In a sman^eoMmni^ 
ahich would e ffe c t  the liv e s  o f the en tire  Jajmnese population* ^ r e -  
fo re , we w i l l  implement th is  p o licy  by settin g up o ffic e s  in  theJJrt»*
Cip a l c it ie s  and ru ra l coEinunities where evacuees are lik e ly  to  re s e ttle  
in  order to  discover opportunities fo r  them. We w ill  go f o M F *  
a t t e s t  to  make availab le to  them a ll  the resources o f those canm nlties
Tdiidh are availab le to others."

th is  philosophy o f evacuation was gradually understood, and accepted 
by the m ajority o f the N ise i, and as a resu lt many o f them have acted upon 
i t .  However, i t  has gained l i t t l e  acceptance by the Is s e i whlch may be 
p a rtly  t o  to the d iff ic u lty  o f communication due to  a d ifferen ce in  
language, but is  la rg e ly  due to  th e ir  d iffe ren t approach to  the problem
o f evacuation*

B* the fvacaeef 8 philosophy o f evacuation

The Is s d  thought, and la rg e ly  s t i l l  thinks, o f the relocation  
center as a temporary place o f w aiting u n til the forces ifcieh placed him 

Shore rig h t themselves and takes him hack again to  the place he came from, 
the Is s e i probably accepted the evacuation e x | »^ n ce+im ch ^ re  ea s ily  and 
w illin g ly  than did the N is e i. However, he accepted i t  on the basis o f 
h is own thinking and h is own emotional attitudes and not those o f wRA.
He not only did not re a lis e  a t f ir s t  ju st what the government planned fo r  
h is fu ture, he was so possessed w ith his own personal problems ^  
ing his a ffa irs  to  be in  the Assembly Center before the dead-line, that 
he did not think o f the government as planning a t a l l  ¿or h is w&ixare 
other than to  provide him a temporary place o f residence* |

Some groups were making plans fo r  voluntary grcup resettlem ent 1 
before the compulsory evacuation order came through* One group nad ^ j  
worked oat a plan that i f  they could move to  an area not too fa r  outside 
the Western Defense Command sons, where they could be a llo tted  the 
temporary use o f land o f one acre per capita that they could ra ise a i l  
th e ir  liv in g  w ith the exception o f certain  staple products ,
and meat which the government would surely be w illin g  to  supply* 
discussed the matter with the authorities who approved and to ld  them to  
go ahead and make th e ir  plans. However, before these plans were complete, 
compulsory evaeu tion  was announced and voluntary plans had to  be abandoned-
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Many peopla thought o f evaoiation eus only a temporary measure, and 
that they would be back in  th e ir  hones inside o f a few weeks a t the most* 
Some took n ly  a su it-case o f clothing with them* $hen they reached the 
relocation  centers they rea lised  only gradually that th is  was not ju st 
a measure taken fo r  a few weeks, but that i t  Ktght run in to  several 
months* However, i t  was s t i l l  considered as temporary# Many who thought 
o f the re loca tion  center as a place o f p rotective custody were amazed to  
learn that they could leave the relocation  centers and rese ttle  to  other 
areas*

Now that evacuation has continued fo r  two and one-half years, 
rea liza tion  o f what i t  re a lly  means has become crysta lized  In the minds 
o f the residents# To them i t  has meant loss o f opportunity fo r  s e lf -  | 
determination* recognition  by the Xssel that they are not only a liens 
but unwanted a liens and, uncertainty as to  what sort o f treatment they 
can expect from the people and government o f the ïïn ited States* recogni­
tion  by thé N isei o f th e ir  righ ts as c itizen s , and resentment that they 
have been singled out among a l l  the other c itizen s fo r  specia l treatment 
which lim ited  th e ir righ ts through lim ita tion  o f the r  igh t o f s e lf-d e te r­
mination beyond that which others are lim ited  due to  the exigencies o f 
war*

3* Bvacuee1 s reaction to WHA»s plan fo r  h is fhture

WA says re s e ttle  and sets about finding opportunities fo r  re se ttle ­
ment* %en the evacuee does not take advantage o f those opportunities, 
we say * he re Is  resistance*1* The fa c t is  that WIUvs purpose in  evacua­
tion  has resulted in  an added, program o f resettlem ent while the Xssel1 s 
purpose in  evacuation is  to  wait u n til conditions righ t themselves and 
he ha® the opportunity to  return to  the situation  cut o f which he cams* 
The Xssel has not been able to  accept NBA*s major premise, and re s e ttle ­
ment under those conditions is  ju st as much a matter o f loss o f s e lf -  
determination as was evacuation* WRA*s philosophy o f resettlem ent no 
doubt constitutes an e ffe c t iv e  solution to  many o f the problems which 
brought about evacuation# However, the people have not been taken fu lly  
in to  wm.,8 confidence, nor has a fu l l  and complete discussion o f the 
problems seen held in  order that the residents may have the time and 
opportunity to  gain th e ir own in sigh t in to  the situ ation , and participate 
in  working out the solu tion « Facing fa cte  together leaves nothing to 
re s is t*

4* Typical behaviour patterns! WB4 and Evacuee

lHA<s typ ica l behaviour pattern is  to  arrive at it s  air* solution • 
as to  what is  best fo r  the people, to  Implement that solution with
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opportunities which It feels are adequate, and by high pressure sales* 
raanship to persuade the people to take advantage of these opportunities* 
The typical evacuee*s reaction to this approach is  first to distrust 
a cut and dried solution In the development of which they have not 
participated and to try to find the •bug** in the program feeling sure 
that there is  a "bug* in it*

The very speed with which a program of resettlement is carried on 
such as recruiting for various industries is  translated in the evacuee*s 
mind into pressure, and pressure is translated into loss of self-deter­
mination, and loss of self-determination leads to resentment, and resent-  
ment results in emotional blocking and inaction or immobilization« Ba­
sis tan ee then is a result of the evacuee* s failure to accept !RA*s solu­
tion to his problem, and this failure is a result of his not having the 
opportunity to develop the insight Into his problem which the WRA has 
developed* Again i t  may partly be due to difficulty of communication, 
and partly due to unwillingness on the part of WM to take the people 
fu lly  into their confidence; to give opportunity and time for fu ll dis­
cussion and insight and then to leave responsibility with them in working 
out their plans based on this Insight*

As m examples WRA says, because you are going to resettle in 
coamxnities throughout the country and become assimilated into the life  
of those com nitles you had better learn to speak Bhgllsh. So we w ill 
set up English dashes in our adult education department and teach you 
Hhgllsh* The Xssei do not show up for Bhglish classes in large numbers, 
and we interpret it  as resistance* In reality he does not accept the 
premise WRA starts with and therefore does not see the need for learning 
%.r;lish0 This may be Interpreted as resistance while it  actually consti­
tutes two different lines of thought#'.

5* Heed for better understanding through discussion

To bring these two lines of thought together requires fu ll and 
complete discussion between WRA and the center residents regarding the 
place of people of Japanese ancestry In the future of this country#
Only thus may insight be developed by each party to the discussion which 
w ill 3b ad to modification of both attitudes in the interest of a conmcm 
solution*

J. K* MoFUrling 
Acting Community Analyst
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SjSjj Th« seoond memori«! serrioa h«ld in th« High School Auditor im about >; 
tw« ve«k« ago far semn Hisel kllled ln ootlon in :Ä  Buropeor theetre 
of w r  m i va lí itt«n4«éi ^  «enrío» m  oondueted in Japanese ©xaept 
for -th© Ceuoeslons oxi th« pro petm «ni in both Ohr latían end Buddhist«
Th« «a rri«« ms errang«* by th« Blu# atar Barri«« ©oaposed of relative« 
and friendo of Hisel In th« \U S. Army, «ni « «  «  result th« Bio« Star 
Borri«« ha« «aerged «• one « f  th« strongest Organisation« in th« e«at«r*É  
Staring «rtth «any handicap* and vithoat fu ll resident «ynpathy, 1t ha« 
gram ln «tatur« ln th« paat thro« montha« Th« Bin« Star Serri«« «na ffS  
first oompooed of nothera of Minai ln th« ámy and «a « fcnö« as Bin«
Star Ilothera Club« Th« xuhr«  «a « later «hanged t «  Bin« Star Sarrio« 
tha« broadaning th« usnbershlp to include a ll  relatives and friendo .of ¡I 
B l««l in tha army. IjHany peopl« ar* ©fféring' thoir assistano« to thia 
Organisation «ho at ftra t tool no intaraot at a ll*  Thia «hang« in 
attltud« la «xpmssed aa fo lio ««i «•  eee that B la«! aro tekimg an a«tim  ||| 
part in th« war and ar« glring thair lim a far thia eountry« H« appre- 
•la t« th« eontribkitloa th©y ar« waking and m alla« that nany of the« 
am naklng th« andren« «aerifica « f  gering th «lr lim a far th« principia« 
af damooracy* W« also «houli forrot our patt bitt«ra«se and ga ferner*
«Ith  than ln «orking far tho«a principie« in any «ay «a «an.

Ob# ta th« «a a rifi«« af Binai 1« tha araty th« oantnr r««ld«nta am 
ooming ta a m ollanti«« that th«y har« a definit« stak« ln Amrlaa* and 
ham a duty to perfom ta the«# B l«al wha both offarnd and gam thair 
lim «* Thia ehang« af attltud# express«« itse lf ln constructiva th inklag 
mgarding mn«ttlea«nt* *1 an eneleaing a digest of thè atat«tt«xit« mda 
by th* rorlaua speaker« on the Honor la 1 Service program* ln connection 
«Ith  thl« ohanging attltud« to«ard th« Bla« Stör Serri©«* «orna doflnlt« 
feeling ls being exprossed mgording B i««i ln th« «enter «ho am elaaalflad 
46« It 1« generally recognised that ao«t af thaaa boy« ham maalrad 
thia Classification du« to th« foot that thay «post ««raral aonth« or 
yaar« in Japan ln th« po«t f«w yoars. Th«m i« a dafinit« feeling 
that thl« residence dld not «hang« th© attltud«« a f thaaa young «an and 
that thay ihould not b«deferred b©cause « f  thl« foot«! Many resident« 
f « « l  that th««« 4C baya am rath«r taug ln thair ««ourlty* and that thay 
am «ittiag  boek at «an« ln th« o«nt«m while thair friends «ho n«r«r 
visite* are «arrylag th« fa ll responsibillty of the «ar« | fh l«
i» considere* to be unfair and unjust*

^te^BBaatiana of m Binai on :o. Sam t 
BMc#«  Tlalt ln S*a dngol««*, California

Ona old^r Blaai m «id«st reaantly riaitad Lo« Angel«« on th« p«r«*8 
alaalon of th« Western Bofen«« C©«iaond to tmsiaaat « o b «  personal hu«ine««•
Hi«, gene rol maetlon «o« that Californio lo>ked good to hin* Bowever«
•Ino« h« m « a, formr narkot mmf :h« «a« partioularly intomatod ta Boti 
«hat ahanga« h«d tokaxi ploo« in that fl«ld « iH «o « adrl««d that it «buld 
bi batter if  he dld not r ls it  tha «arkeia during business honra aa thero 
was «  goad deol of antagoniaa af narkat man ta tha mturn of th« dapanaaa

♦See page seven , • v* t I Í > ̂ 1 v" h,>. V.V  ̂ I



■JaPanese d-i
^cro ftL^Pe r,

ppopu latían* K ow vw , h* did have m  opportunity te  seo a number o f h it 
gfriendo and aoqualntanoes ls  the aarket bueinese* BU reaetlon was that 

I t  » i l l  take considerable tiñe fe r  the Japonesa te  re-estáb il»h  thanselTes 
U  the aarket Business in Los Angeles* Caucaslan aarket mmi heve tabee 
lesees on the stores and narkets foraerly  operated by the Japonesa re s i*  
dente and i t  w il l  be d l f f le u lt  fo r  the Japones# te  work baok lato the 
eoonaalo p istare o f  les  Angeles* I t  took the Japones# r t i ld m t i  years V" 
te work U to  the aarket f ie ld  and now i t  w il l  be a long tiste b e fo re .tb ey l 

plaoe fo r  theaseive* agola* Ba feo le  that the warket »en there 
ha*e organised the labor unions te  oppese the retum o f  the Abánese 
residente« and th is w i l l  be very d l f f lo u lt  to overoome• thai# he fee ls  
that eeonoaieally the fa ra en  ehould retara f l r s t «  but soe la lly  i t  w i l l  
be aere d i f f io u lt  for th e »« and they a igh t not oreate the aost favorable S  
istpresalon. In th is oonneotion the B ise l would be store read lly aeeepted 
so e la lly « but sisee aoet e f  the B U el aere aarket and bttsinees aen« l t |  
w i l l  be d i f f ie u lt  fo r  thea to  do th is  dúo to tho laek o f  support froa  
the faralng elwaent*, Consequently there ie a cuestión ae to  nhieh hora ‘i  
e f  the d llenas te  graep*

Bisel oarefally observad re not ions to his -ore sonco in varíeos 
plaoes iseludiag auto oourts, Union Station Bestauraat« shoe shlne 
parlar« «torea* ote* Brery whera he aent« he aae aocopted wlthout 

and no unpleaeant experienoes developed anywhere*

Cu ring a part ef the week« he ohaperoned three Bisel solé lera I  
on their way to Bswsii»| They had aany eerviee deooratione« and oreated 
sane ettention« but it  wat entirely favorable* I p

üi fe lt  that there me a dafinlte houeUg ehortage U  Loe Angeles 
due te the faot that asny defensa workers inoluding negrees are aowf¡ 
llving in the dlstriet foraerly oooupied by the Japonesa residente*

Ha retumed to the oenter in aa sntoaohlle be long ing to ene of tho 
oenter residente* in ooalag through Sen Gabriel Yalley« hs stopped to 
v U it  for two honra with friendo« and was told that the residente of 
the valley had lnstraetlons to e®ll the loeal polioe whenever they saw 
any apañase in the vellay*^ Bs had stopped at «avara! houses on the 
| H |  jp ® lre  dlreotíons so a number of peopls knew he was there* Bow* 
ever« it U  spparent that nona of the residente fe lt aay eoneem «Use no 
este notlfled the polioe and he oentinued on his wsy sfter too heura*

1 Ceaaunlty Qovemaent J

i  A good deal of Utorest has developed at the laat aoaent in the 
noainatioas of oounoilaen for the eleotlon on Doeeaber l&th* Tho alee- 
tion ooaalttee of the Coune 11 requested the Ileek Banagers Assa&bly 
to arrange for and oonduet the eleetion ae usual* However, opinión has 
\mm developing In the past few aonths that it  U  iaportant te heve ths |



ablest men in the center on the council since many important problem* o f 
center wide concern w i l l  undoubtedly develop within the next t lx  month*»
I t  1* f e l t  that the next six month* are crucial one* fo r  the center re e l*  
dent*# As a resu lt a center wide committee o f  ten in flu entia l: men 
developed rather spontaneously to  work fo r  greater in terest in the e le c -  
tion* The fe e lin g  expressed by them and ethers was that the elections 
have been somewhat hap ha sard in the past due to the fact that i t  has been 
d i f f ic u lt  and often impossible to  get the best men to  accept the nomination# 
Often a block w ill  ohoose the best man, and he w i l l  refuse» Then they 
choose the next best man, and he refuses» They go on down the l i s t  u ntil 
they are f in a lly  w illin g  to  ohoose any one who w i l l  accept the nomination» 
The above-mentioned committee offered to  meet with the Block Manager*s 
committee in each block and help them emphasise with the block people 
the importance o f choosing good men to the council and i f  necessary help 
the committee persuade the able men to agree to accept the nomination, by 
pointing out that they have a publio service to perform# However, the 
blook managers f e l t  that anyone coming into the block from the outside 
would not be accepted by the block people, and that the committee should 
not v is i t  any blook unless they are invited. Impressing themselves as a 
body they f e l t  that they would need no help from the center wide committee, 
twt that i f  th e ir help were needed they would be notified  o f that fa c t»

Sinoe interest in the election  is  developing belatedly, some nembers 
o f the Counoil considered the p oss ib ility  o f setting the time o f the 
election  back two weeks# However, i t  was decided not to do th is sinoe 
i t  might be confuting to the blocks* At present about I f  blocks have held 
th e ir nomination meetings with ten more scheduled for Friday and Saturday 
night# ■ ■■ :■ , v . ■■ ;:; ' v|

One is s s i 's  Attitude «Regarding 
the fiffe e t o f the War on Heaettlamest

In a recent discussion with an Is s s i in Block 60, the follow ing 
attitude was expressed in regard to the position he f e l t  the government 
was in , in working out a more d e fin ite  plan fo r  resettlement o f Center 
residents# In e f fe c t ,  he saidt America is a t war with «Japan, and in 
a time o f war i t  is  necessary to  keep up the figh ting sp irit#  Maintaining 
hatred o f  the enemy is one essential element in keeping up this fighting 
sp ir it#  This hatred o f the enemy includes hatred o f any person or group 
o f persons associated in the minds o f the people with the enemy» I t  is 
d i f f ic u lt  for the government to d iffe ren tia te  in the minds o f the people 
o f the country between hatred o f the enemy, and hatred o f ©enter residents 
who are associated rac ia lly  with the enemy» Therefore, the government 
cannot do anything out o f  the ordinary fo r  us ( center residents) now 
without defeating the purposes o f her war propaganda. I  believo that a fte r  
the war, and a fte r  the need fo r the figh ting s p ir it  ceases to ex is t, that 
the government w i l l  help us to become re-established by some de fin ite  
program whioh w i l l  restore us to some semblance o f  our pro -evacuation status #
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But on th i other hand« ho f i l t  Ih i t  the Orient and other peoples u ri 
watching America to  •••  how oho treats the Japan«so minority in this 
country• *hsy w i l l  fo o l that th i* 1* a good example o f  the way America 
w i l l  troa t other Minority peoples in other part* o f tho world« Ifeey w i l l  
study th i* situation ear*fu lly  to ooo whothor America is  re a lly  sincere - 
in her war aias o f  establishing rao ia l and national equality« Japan in 
part ieu lar w i l l  aorta in ly  use tho evacuation and tho development o f 
Bslocation Canters to  to llin g  e ffe c t  in tho Orient against America i f  
there 1s any possible way to  do

Other rao ia l minority groups also are watohlng this program to aoo 
what influence i t  w i l l  haw# on th e ir  status* and whsthar i t  represents a 
trend in treatment o f  minority groups*

Thus we reeognise the two horns o f the dHenna« Jwouldn’ t  a greater 
purpose be served I f  ths govemaent rea lly  came to grips with th i*|  
problsn nowf We went through a national e loatlon  during tho war« Can 
we not a lso  solve th is  problsn during war t$jset Certainly mutual respect 
between Ceueaaians and people o f  Japanese ansestry in the United States 
would help n a ter ia lly  to  strengthen the pesos o f  ths post-war arm*

XfiSj* dn Example o f  E ffective  Work in ^ iven ile  Delinquonoyi

| About November f i r s t *  fourteen boys ranging in ' ages frost twelve to  
sixteen wers brought into ths polios department on a charge o f  a lsoh io f•
I t  was ths praotioe o f  a group o f those boys to  waylay another boy while 
one o f the group beat up on hla« the Chief o f Internal security held 
a hearing a t whioh the boys and the ir perente and the w riter were present« 
The Chief explained to  that that there had been very l i t t l e  ju ven ile^  
delinquency in the center when compared with other comnmitie* o f  ocm- 
parable else* but that* nevertheless* such behaviour* when i t  did occur* 
was not conductive to ths welfare o f ths community« BO spoke to  then in 
a friend ly  way about the trouble th e ir  behaviour caused th e ir parents and1 
ths community a t large« Be also said he was sure that the parents by II 
keeping e closer supervision could prevent a great deal o f the d if f ic u lty «  
Be said he would not carry tbs natter further I f  the parents would see to  
I t  thet the boys were a t hone by 8t00 p«n« u n til January f ir s t *  unless the 
parents gave then special pem isaien to  be out le to r « Also ho suspended 
pees p riv ileges  unless ths parents were with then u n til January f ir s t *  
the po lice  force was to  cheek up from tine to tine to  see that the rules 
were being observed« In the event none o f then disobeyed the rules and 
no one got into d if f ic u lty *  ho would suspend the sentence in th ir ty  days* 
The boys and th e ir  parents accepted these terns and expressed the ir 
appreciation to  the Chief fo r  tho manner in which the natter was handled«!

As a result* none o f tho boys got into any d if f ic u lty *  and 
the rules wers observed* ss that the Chief called another nee ting o f  the
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boys and thè i r  parent# tMrty dayi later, and tuependad tha tentenoa» 
ât thia aeeting refreabment» wer« seinred, and thè boye bacarne better 
acquainted wlth thè Chlef and the evacua« police fore#« They vent 
aeey feeling that the personnel of the Internai Security Division 
aere their frtende and net their anemia«• I flR K g

The writar f ie le  thet thè nanner  in whioh thle eaea vas handlad 
repraaante oxm o f the aoet e ffe c t iv e  veye o f  meeting the present 
deltnquency probien, and v i l i  leed te  prévention o f noch o f i t  in the 
fetore* He a lee fe e le  that the Chief o f the XnternalfSeourity ehould 
be connended fo r  the underetandimg and eonsidoration which ho ehoeed 
i »  meeting the situation* >v ' • ■ , ; '..s,-. ■' v : : . i'r\?
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Reproaont&tive, Community Council |p

Mother-love 1« im iw f e l ,  We are sure that the mother* o f theee|| 
hrav* soldiers who h*Y* A tod ore rea lly  proud o f th e ir  son* who sacri- 
flood fo r  th e ir  beloved eoantry*# sake. We ore unable to find any 
suitable word* o f condolence to  »other* under these circumstances •
Oar sincere sympathy, thanks, prayers and blessings shall be w ith you 
and them fo rever. We are watching fo r  a beautiful harvest o f  th e ir  
splendid deeds*

Representstive, Slue Star Service Club

At th is oeeaeloa o f memorial serriee  le t  us honor those seven heroes. 
3» W lsei’ s bravery in  Ita ly  and France a l l  A llie s  as w ell as enemies I  
pay high tribute to  then. Ms f a c ia lly  i t  w i l l  be retold o f  the b r il l ia n t  I 
deeds they have dene in saving ths entrapped Taxes Battellon. |ws know 
that the whole Baited States 1«. thankful fo r them. We condole whole- l|| 
heartedly with mother* and re la tivea  and pray fo r  blesaings on thoir 
heroes •

Representative, Block Managers Assembly I

1 In the midst o f  the world «eride tragedy fo r the oreation o f a now 
order,,our bravo sold iers offered th e ir precious lives  fo r th e ir  country. 
Let us honor them and pray fo r  tho ir soul** blessing»^ Wo also extend 
our sinooro sympathy to th o ir  mothers, sad re la tives*fm

■ Christian ••Hiaister $

S t. Paul declared in ftho Roman prison that he had done his mission 
throughout Ms l i f e  w e ll, sa tis fied  end thankful. He was e lse  determined 
to  bo ready to aeoept hia worst fa te which was his death to come* Any 
and every soul liv es  to servo fo r  the promotion o f  human welfare, l i t  is 
our constant e f f o r t  end prayer that cannons be remodeled into plows and! 
fo r  the eternal pease o f  God’ s w i l l ,  those e f  our dear heroes gladly 
o ffered • th e ir  precious livoe.’fe r v ii ib le ’'ends. /y *1

us o ffe r  our despest sympathy to those honorable souls, to 
th e ir yowng wives, mothers end re la tive s .

I t  is  taught, and we/believe that our second l i f e  Is glorious ’$f. 
and victorious, %  era going to meet our loved ones again and be together 
in  o u tlS p l:te  mansion* p f

ftj| I t  is  our earnest prayer fo r  those fam ilies blessings.



-  8 -

Bbddhiet P riest

CHir Buddhism»* founder Shakemunl taught us that among many o f 
human agoalaa the departure from loved ones la tha b i t t e r e s t 1  However# 
Japanese parents and young wives o f  those brave heroes fe e l pride in 
spite o f  th e ir shaking g r ie f »  those seven honor «re lied  so ld iers , who 
w illin g ly  surrendered th e ir  serv ice ,lliv ed  and died fo r  the protect ion 
o f democracy* Everyone o f us pay our hsarty respects to  thoss hsross 
and th s ir  bereaved fbmiliee#'

45 telegrams and 5 le tte rs  mere read

One o f the tee le t  tore mas from Hr* D illon S* Kyer, D irector, WKA
Its  outline mas Thanks and sympathy! a lso ¿merles w i l l  not forget th e ir
sa c r ific e «
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AIRMAIL December 20, 1944

TO* Dr* John 1* Proving©, Chief, Community Management Division

ATTEHs Dr* Edward H* Spicer, Chief, Community Analysis Section 

FPOMí J* Ralph Me Far lin g . Acting Community Analyst

the f i r s t  reaction to  l i f t in g  the ban on the West Coast by the 
Army was a rather stunned surprise at the suddenness o f the move*
This was followed by an undercurrent o f joy on the part o f the younger 
people and children* the reaction o f the older groups, who are never 
given to en outward expression o f th e ir fee lin gs , may be more nearly 
expressed as a sense o f r e l ie f*  This is not so much r e l ie f  at being 
able to return to  their homes on the West Coast, but is  rather r e l ie f  
o f the ir c i v i l  righ ts, release from discrim ination, release from the 
burden imposed by a sense o f re jection , and r e l ie f  that th is Is a 
tangible evidence of the ir acceptance by America*

Their reaction toward actual return to  Californ ia , however, is 
ambivalent* Ikkny, not a l l  by a great deal, d e fin ite ly  would lik e  to 
return to the West Coast* This reaction was stated negatively by many 
on the f i r s t  day the ban was lifte d  when they said " I f  they (the 
residents o f the West Coast) don’ t  want us, we don’ t  want to  go back*" 
Stated p os it iv e ly , they want more than anything e lse to  be "wanted** by 
th e ir  former friends and neighbors o f  the West Coast*

While l i f t in g  the ban on their return is d e fin ite  evidence o f 
acceptance by the government, and perhaps a sizable segment o f the nation 
at large, i t  is not d e fin ite  evidence o f aceeptanoe by the West Coast 
residents* Consequently, th e ir attitude regarding actual return to 
the West Coast is one o f "wait and see whether public sentiment there 
Is  favorable or unfavorable to  us*" « 4

X would like to  stress further the importance o f th is desire for 
acceptance on the part o f  the evacuee, which I  believe in it s  various 
forms o f  expression Is the underlying motivation o f a l l  their behaviour 
In the past and the present* By acceptance, X do not mean merely the 
act o f  being tolerated , but something much stronger, to be actually 
"wanted" to be given the recognition which they fe e l  they have earned 
by the ir behaviour and culture which expresses i t s e l f  in their way o f

RE* F irs t reactions to  l i f t in g  the ban on the West Coast
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lin ing* then the Is se i settled in Californ ia , they assiduously 
praotioed what they were told were outstanding American virtues 
which happened also to  be Japanese virtues, namely* industry and 
fru ga lity , which together make up the simple l i f e *  As we a l l  know 
these virtues were a fe tish  to America because they were so necessary 
to l i f e  on the fron tier* These virtues reinforced by the Japanese 
culture were praotioed by the Japanese people to  the extreme* '¡Shy? 
Secondarily they wanted to make money but primarily they did i t  
because they thought th is was the way to gain acceptance by the 
American people* They reasoned that these and other Japanese virtues 
are also American virtues , therefore, we w i l l  fo llow  them s t r ic t ly ,  
and American people w i l l  be proud o f  us, they w i l l  point to  us and 
say, "see what fine people these are, they are tru ly Americans**
And as a resu lt they w i l l  accept us and we w il l  then rea lly  be Ameri­
cans too* They wanted the appreciation and recognition on the part 
o f  the American Public whioh go along with acceptance, and they were 
w illin g  to  work hard and undergo many hardships to gain it«—to  prove 
themselves worthy o f recognition* They maintained close supervision 
over their children in order to insure that no ta in t o f delinquency 
should mar th e ir record o f good citi»©nship* Hot only that, but 
they f e l t  that the very absence o f delinquency among their children, 
the good marks they worked hard to gain in school and the many 
who attended co llege would resu lt in th e ir being recognised and 
applauded* These attainments they f e l t  would be additional proof o f 
th e ir worth, and o f the ir having earned the r ight to  citizenship and to 
acceptance on the part o f the American people*

What was the ir dismay, and complete bewilderment to  discover at 
the time o f the Exclusion Act o f 1924, that they ,had been u tterly  
mistaken in their reasoning* For not only did i t  turn out that th e ir 
virtues o f industry and fru ga lity , and being law-abiding oitisens 
f a i l  to gain them acceptance, but that i t  contributed to  the opposite 
resu lt o f gaining them rejection  by the American people* This was 
inconceivable, yet i t  was true* Where they thought the tf* S* valued 
people who worked hard and saved their money, they found that instead 
the residents o f the le s t  Coast much more read ily accepted people such 
as the Mexicans, Kegroee, and F ilip inos who were slip-shod in the ir 
work habits, did not pay too great attention to  cleanliness, were not 
particu larly law-abiding; did not save their mbney, but spent i t  as fast 
as they received it *

The resultant thought in the mind of the Japanese population was 
that the practice of virtue was not enough to gain acceptance in the 
minds of the public, because Caucasian public did not want to accept



thaa on a pinn« o f social «qu a lity  and resented th e ir gaining eoonomio 
equality# they discovered that the public only accepted the Mexicans 
end F ilip in o « beoeuee they never threatened to raise themselves to the 
Booiftl and economic equality or status o f the Caucasian population. 
However, the Japanese people oould not throw away th e ir virtues and 
beooae as the Negro and the Mexican, because those virtues were a part 
o f th e ir individual liv es  and th e ir cultural background* I t  was only 
l e f t  to then to  accept the fa c t o f re jection  on a rac ia l basis and to  
continue in competition .yfith the- Caucasian population on an eoonomio 
basisj a ftjM gof economic armed truce which they f e l t  the Caucasian 
population fin a lly  won due to  the intervention o f the government at 
the time o f evacuation.

And now they are told they can go back home. There is  a certain 
nostalgia about home which was expressed by a group o f N isei during 
the lunch hour on the day the ban was l i f t e d  who were heard singing 
There’ s a Long »Long T ra il A-Winding*, and "Keep the Home Fires Burn- 

lng . They sang with suppressed fee lin g  indicating the dawning o f 
hope fo r  acceptance which would enable them to  return heme, but w ith* 
out mu oh substance in the way o f tangible evidence fo r such hope to  
feed upon* But there are also the facts o f re a lity  in returning to 
the ir honesi the hard eoonomio and socia l competition} the racia l 
discrimination and the stronger Anti-Japanese fee lin g  due to  the ex i­
gencies o f war; the sense o f re jection , and the physical d i f f ic u lt ie s  1 
o f  again making a place fo r  themselves* I t  is  understandable when 
they say we have seven strikes against us before we come to bat**
I f  they f e l t  they were wanted, no hardship would be too great to  over­
come. But i f  they are convinced they are not wanted, the simplest 
hardship becomes mountainous*

Therefore, the evacuee now says in e f fe c t }  the people o f California 
know shat we are, what we can do, how we work, and how we live *
Now the question is ,  *do they want us to  come back?” * I f  they do, we 
w i l l  go. Their decision w ill  be based quite largely on what reactions 
the people o f Californ ia and the West Coast show to their proposed 
return within the next few weeks* In communities where i t  is  favorable 
a number w i l l  return bat in communities where they fe e l  they are not 
wanted few w il l  go.

Huite often the physical problems connected with resettlement 
are given as the real reasons fo r  inaction, when in rea lity  the 
underlying motivation is both the desire fo r acceptance and the fee lin g  
o f re jection  by public centimcnt. The WEA has been concerned quite 
la rge ly  with the solution o f these physical problems. They ar«



d if f io lu t  problems, nonetheless, and are already being expressed by 
the evacuee in th e ir thinking about th e ir return* The most important 
and d i f f ic u lt  problem in th is  connection i t  housing* The evacuee» 
know that there has been a tremendous sh ift  in population to the West 
Coast during the war* One man reports that where he and his fam ily 
o f f iv e  formerly lived there aee 20 people liv in g  now* They know that 
Negroes, F ilip inos and Mexicans and others are liv in g  in areas that 
they onoe occupied, and that the concentration o f population in those 
areas is  greater than when they lived there* They know that th e ir 
jobs and small business enterprises have been taken over by others 
and that leases have often been made fo r years in advance* They believe 
that licenses w i l l  be d i f f ic u lt  to  obtain i f  they as a people are not 
accepted* They remember that land laws were made re s tr ic t iv e  and that 
they had no voice in the making o f those laws which victimized them*
They remember that they had to employ lawyers at great cost to main­
ta in  th e ir  rights* They see their return to  be as d i f f ic u lt  as the 
Xssel's f i r s t  entrance into Californ ia from Japan years ago, rather 
they see i t  as more d i f f ic u lt  duetto the Unfavorable sentiment which 
has developed*

Some have expressed the opinion that housing may be available 
to those returning to rural areas which are not near defense industries, 
but that the housing situation in the c it ie s  is nearly hopeless*

I t  has been expressed often by evacuees in the past two days that 
those who own property can and probably w i l l  return f i r s t  because i t  
w i l l  be easier fo r  them on a physical basis* Then i f  favorable senti­
ment develops, others w i l l  fo llow  gradually*

There are two rural groups in Granada, Livingston and Cortez, 
oamprising about 150 fam ilies o f  whom about 99 percent own the ir land*
I t  is  expected by both that evacuees and the administration that these 
w il l  probably be the f ir a t  to  return* The Cortes group had a strong 
oo-operative assooiation* During evaouation most o f the land has fff; 
been rented to a Caucasian land agent who has been sub-letting the 
land to  others ineluding Ita lians and Mexicans* The farms were sub­
leased in November fo r  the earning year, so that i f  the owners returned 
now they would have to  work for the Cauoasian land agent on their own 
farms u n til the lease to  the present tenant is  ended* *his, as one 
member expressed i t ,  they would be w illin g  to do* She said they 
could probably bo housed in some public building nearby or some could 
probably make out by liv in g  in the bam or some other out building 
on th e ir  farms* However, th is  group at present has no leader as the ir 
former oo-op manager is  now working in Denver* As a result they are
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disorganized and have no unified plan* Xt was reported by one member that 
the land agent did not want the Japanese people to return because he was 
making a great deal o f money out o f  the present situation*

The Livingston group» is  united under th e ir leader who has remained with 
them in the center» and w il l  probably be the f i r s t  to return.

I t  is  thought that many already relocated w i l l  probably go back f i r s t  
since they have had experience with outside conditions* there is  also a 
small group o f Individualists who fe e l  that i f  they get back f i r s t  (providing 
sentiment is  sa tis factory ) that they w i l l  have the f i r s t  chance at the best 
jobs or business ''opportunities and thus w il l  p ro fit  economically*

There is  a d e fin ite  fear o f personal violence from individuals or small 
groups o f individuals who may be personally angered at the evacuee*s return*

The fee lin g  Is  strong that Xssei and R ise i should go baok together since 
the Xssei are old and could not start over by themselves* In many oases 
these H isei are In the army which creates a problem fo r their parents*

A mother with two sons in  the army# both o f whom have been injured.-, fe e ls  
that she could not go back without the ir help* One Is  in a government 
hospital in Chicago* She would lik e  him to go back with her*

There is  a d e fin ite  unwillingness to take advantage o f help extended 
by the Department o f Publio Welfare because th is is  s t i l l  considered to  be 
oharity* They say they want opportunities where they oan take care o f  the ir 
own old and handicapped people without resorting to  charity*

The w riter was Interested to observe the e ffe c t  o f l i f t in g  the ban on 
those who had already completed plans fo r resettlement elsewhere in the 
country* In no instance have X heard o f such an individual ohanglng his 
plans due to th is new development*

While the classic answer to  queries regarding plans fo r  return to  the 
Wèst Coast is  " I  don’ t  know} have to  wait and see»11 the w riter fe e ls  that the 
atmosphere o f  the present situation constitutes a very healthy condition fo r 
planning fo r  the future# whether that future l ie s  on the West Coast or e lse­
where in the country* Mr. Knodel# Relocation Program Supervisor reports 
that people interviewed in his o ff ic e  In the past two days have been much more 
serious in th e ir planning# and showed much greater w illingness to make ad­
justments*

J* Ralph Me Far lin g  
Community Analyst
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At present there Is a strong desire on the pert o f a large number o f 
evacuees to return to  the Hast Coast* This attitude Is based on th e ir  
present nostalgic memories o f th e ir  former homes and a l l  which the ir 
former socia l situation entailed* When they think o f return on a more 
practical basis* they think o f the situations as they believe them to 
ex ist today* which are often distorted by rumor and imagination which they 
are unable to  distinguish from re a lity *

At present there is  a general fee lin g  o f uncertainty whieh is  rea l 
and which breaks down into the following#

Uncertainty as to public sentiment in th e ir former communities
Uncertainty as to  the a va ila b ility  o f housing
Uncertainty as t o  the p oss ib ility  o f securing loans fo r  farming 

and other business enterprises which require capita l
Uncertainty as to whether they w i l l  be able to secure farm land 

er business property fo r  lease
Uncertainty on the part o f  those who own land or other property as jl 

to  when they w i l l  be able to reposees i t  fo r  th e ir  own use* 
and as to  the e f fe e t  on publie sentiment I f  they attempt t o l l  

Hflnmggl do SO*
Uncertainty as th e ir p r io r ity  fo r  buying farm machinery
Uncertainty as to  the a v a ila b ility  o f labor
Uncertainty as to th e ir economic and socia l status in Californ ia

This problem o f  the fact o f uncertainty cannot be solved by "begging 
the question* nor by attempting to  hurdle the issue through assuming that 
i t  is not real* I t  can only be solved by understanding the implications 
o f eaeh uncertainty and then finding the most p raetiea l means to  a lle v ia te  
i t *  p i

Take fo r  example the fe e lin g  e f  uncertainty as to  the p o ss ib ility  o f 
scouring leans for farming and other business enterprises* I t  is not 
enough as re ly  to  eay that there are many government lending agencies to 
whom the evacuees may apply* Such a statement does not a lle v ia te  the 
uncertainty on the part o f the evacuee because he considers* and r ig h tly  
considers* that he Is in  an extraordinary and unnatural situation* and 
that these lending agencies were set up and geared to meet the problems» 
o f people in ordinary and natural situations* I  Also due to past experiences^ 
e f discrimination and re s tr ic t iv e  measures on the loca l le v e l the evacuee 
has the least confidence in local government and local o ffic es * and 
only gains confidence as ha approaches the federal government* Therefore 
the most p ractica l measure fo r  a llev ia tin g  the evacuees uncertainty regarding 
government lending agencies must come from the federal leve l*  I f  fo r  
instance* the federal heads e f  the KFC* the FSA* the FCA* end other 
federal agencies were to  state in w riting to  the Director o f WfiA that



*

they understand the extraordlnary situation in which the evacuees are 
placed, and that they are ready and w illin g  to  accept the responsib ility  
of meeting those needs within the lim its o f th e ir particu lar realm of 
endeavor* and state what those conditions are vhioh mast be met by the 
evacuee in order to secure a loan * such le tte rs  eould be mimeographed 
and distributed among the residents o f the center* I f  also the heads 
e f these federal agencies could assure the evacuees that the processing 
o f th e ir  applications would be expedited due to their extraordinary 
situation* then the evacuee's uncertainty in this respect eould be 
to  a large extent dispelled*

At th is present formative stage o f the ovaoueo's thinking assurance 
o f th is  nature w i l l  do much to t ip  the scales on the side o f  positive 
action* and tend to  lesson the influence o f the at present small 
"s it t ig h t*  group*

Acting Coamu it y  Analyst
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X» ay report dated December 90«^1M4* X mentioned the necessity 
o f  maintaining a fle x ib le  program o f resettlement on the part o f WBA 
during tli# liqu idation period which would enoourage f le x ib i l i t y  in 
the evacuee1* thinking and permit the! internet ion o f the two so 
necessary to  the successful working out o f  the evacuee** problems*
The f le x ib i l i t y  o f the W Jl program w i l l  depend, not en tire ly « but to I  
a large extent on the attitudes o f the appoint lo t personnel* At pre* 
sent there are factors in the situation which tend to  place the per­
sonnel on an emotional tension such asi a healthy desire to stay with 
iho program as long as i t  lasts and to disohargo th e ir  fu l l  responsl-' 
b i l l t y  coupled with an equally healthy desire to  secure th e ir  own 
future by looking fo r  another job equally as good) a fee lin g  that i t  
would be mueh easier to  step into a good job now than I t  would be a fte r  
the war Is over) pares sure from Washington to  empty the center within 
a certain  time lim it* Thus« i t  would be easy« fe r  the personnel to  
adopt a hard-boiled attitudo In his relationships with the evacuees* 
This would certain ly be unfortunate as i t  would provide a foous for 
a l l  tho potential negative attitude» o f the oontor residents) without 
suoh a point o f focus the evacueefs thinking w il l  be far more posi­
t iv e  and re a lie t ie *

X am convinced that one can take a positive« constructive and 
re a lis t ic  attitude toward the resettlement o f  tho residents without 
taking a hard-boiled attitude* X am further convinced that a hard- 
boilod attitudo is  not only undemocratic due to it s  coercive nature« 
but also that i t  has been proved by administrators and counselors 
in business« gewrament« educational and socia l service organisations 
to be p la in ly In e ffective  since i t  y ie lds the opposite result o f  the 
one expected or hoped for*

The problems which the evacuee faces in making his decision 
regarding resettlement are charged with emotion and uncertainly* Xf
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he 1« faced with a hard-boiled attitude on the part o f  tho personnel 
duriim  th is  period I t  w i l l  only serve to  increase h ie emotional uncer­
ta in ty* end render h i»  »Ore incapable o f resolving hie problème* â 
steady* positive* understanding, end above a l l  unemotional attitude on 
the part o f  the pereonnel ie  the meet favorable ataoephere in which the l  
evacuee can make an in te llig en t and poeitive decision. The atmosphere! 
o f  hard-boiled attitudes and treatment only leads to  confusion and tho 
davelopsient o f  negative emotion»*

I  am thoroughly eonvlneed that every problem eornneetcd with re­
settlement ean be eolved p os itive ly  and constructively* but I  believe 
I t  m ill take a lo t  o f  work and patleneo and undoretand ing on tho part 
o f  tho pereonnel to  do i t *

Moat o f the people in the »enter are fa ther» and mother» with 
ehlldren* The problem» thoyfjhave to  work out concern not only tho 
p 'iysleal matter# o f  where to go* how to  get a hou»o and furniture* 
how to make a liv in g* but aleo the emotional and intangible fau tor» o f  
w i l l  th i«  community accept or re jeo t we and ay ehlldren* w i l l  theyS 
be given an opportunity to  l iv e  normal l iv e »*  or w i l l  they have to  face 
Insults and jeer» in sehool* and vfeat e f fe c t  w i l l  th i«  have on th e ir 
la te r lives* The evacuee has gone through year» o f  discrimination in 
business and socia l l i f e *  he has sufferad re jection  and financial loss 
through evacuation* and many o f the older n ise i have gone through trying 
experiences in th e ir  school llffe  p rior to evacuation* They as father» 
and mother« naturally want .their children to  grow up under the *0et'|g|| 
favorable atmosphere possible* to be free  from discrimination* and not 
to havo to go through what they went through* Therefore they are going 
to bo slow about making up the ir minds u n til they are fa ir ly  sure that 
they are going into a situation which w i l l  be favorable to th e ir own 
and th e ir ch ildren 's welfare*

Consequently* any hard-boiled attitude during th is time o f deci­
sion w i l l  only complicate th e ir problems* How can they be sure that 
tha people in the oomaunily into which they are going w i l l  be favorable 
i f  the appointive personal in the center do not show an understanding 
attitudet Any attempt to push than into a situation o f which they are 
uncertain w i l l  only resu lt in resistance* and as so often happens the 
resistance generated becomes greater than the pressure so that th e ir 
etay in the center is  fa r  longer than i t  ord inarily needs to be.

1 believe that the knowledge that the center w i l l  close within 
sin months or a year is  enough pressure to place on them* and that any 
additional pressure on individúale w i l l  have a d e fin ite ly  harmful e ffe o t  
to  the program* v . ' .'v ' ■ ■ ¿

J • letpjh ho¥a riin g  
Acting Community Analyst
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REACTIONS OH RESETTLEMENT TO WEST COAST 

Individual Reactions

Petaluma poultry fanner» Mr* A» owns a seven room house, ten 
acres o f ground and poultry houses and equipment fo r a flock  o f eight 
to  ten thousand» When evacuation order came through he was one o f the 
f i r s t  to s e l l  his flo ck . He had a flock  o f 8000 laying hens. He 
rented his place fu lly  furnished including house furnishings fo r  
#46*00 per month* During the f i r s t  year a fte r  he paid taxes, insurance, 
upkeep and fee to friend who was looking a fte r  his property for hi® he 
had #26.00 l e f t .

A fter the l i f t in g  o f  the exclusion order he considered carefu lly  
p oss ib ilit ie s  o f  returning, and fin a lly  decided not to  go hack but 
instead to go east fo r  f iv e  or six years. His reasons: ( l )  the un­
certain ly o f being able to get g<*>d poultry to  start building his flook 
over again. Be fee ls  that the poultry being hatched out now Is  o f poor 
quality , and you cannot be sure o f what you are getting, thus the chance 
fo r  a groat loss due to poor stock. (2 ) The price o f food is so high 
now that there is  no money in meat birds. (5 ) In order to develop a 
flook o f laying hens he would have to  arrange cap ita l and put out money 
fo r  a period o f s ix  months before he would begin getting any return.
Also i t  would take 10 years to build up a flock o f 6 or 8000 laying 
hens. (4 ) He w il l  have to  arrange fo r  finances with cred it companies. 
While friends are writing to ask him to come back, he is wondering i f  
the cred it men w i l l  give him a break, and even i f  they do want to w i l l  
pressure be brought against them in the form o f a boycott so that his 
source o f cred it is out o f f .  (5 ) I f  he were already established and 
had his flook developed, he would be able to  continue even in spite o f 
d i f f ic u lt ie s ,  but to  attempt to  start over again from scratch would be 
uncertain.

He fee ls  that vegetable or fru it  farming in the east or south fo r  
the next few years/yTSKT greater returns fo r  the least r isk .



Orange County R ise! Vegetable Farmer; Mr. 8. was dileussing the 
p o ss ib ilit ie s  o f returning to C a liforn ia . He and h i« brother« resettled  
on leased land near the eenter in 1943. They bad th e ir farm machinery', 
shipped out from California to  Colorado at their own expense which came 
to 31500.00 including pack ng, hauling, and fre igh t charges. Mr. B’ s 
brothers haw already leased land near the center fo r  the eomtng year 
and plan to remain here at least fo r  the coming year. Mr. B., however, 
is free to  return to C aliforn ia . He speaks excellen t English and is 
a fu lly  Americanised Misai. He has a cheerful disposition and a positive 
approach. His family in the past have operated land on a large scale 
and he is used to farm management and planning. The family owns no land, 
however, He was not so much concerned about public sentiment as he f e l t  
i t  could be overcome in time. His problems worst

1, The a va ila b ility  o f land fo r  farming purposes in Californ ia .
With his knowledge o f  the arable land in the v ie  n ity  o f Los Angels a, 
and a fte r  talking to various people who have knowledge o f  the present 
conditions there he earns to  the conclusion that land was ava ilab le. 
However, he f e l t  he would have to stay away from defense sones including 
land d ose  to  a ir  ports as in these areas he might be suspect in case 
any d if f ic u lty  arose in the plant or a ir  port*

2* He was concerned about the a va ila b ility  o f farming equipment.
He f e l t  i t  would be unlikely that he would be able to get high p rio r ity  
fo r the purohase o f farm equipment. He also f e l t  that his brothers would 
need the ir farm equipment to  farm in Colorado so he would be unable to 
ship any back to Californ ia for his own use. He had heard o f cases where 
unused farm equipment o f Japanese farmers in California was being con­
fiscated  and that Japanese were being compelled to  seel that equipment 
which they had stored. He f e l t  that i f  that is true that farm equipment 
must be very hard to g e t. Therefore, instead o f forming a large acreage 
which he had been used to  doing, he would have to  lim it his farming to  
20 acres which he could handle with a small amount o f equipment.

3« I t  would be hard to  get laborers since there is  already a labor 
shortage in .C a lifo rn ia . He f e l t  i t  would be unlikely that laborers 
in the eenter would return to  Californ ia in numbers at f i r s t  and that 
i t  might be months before they were able to do so. They would probably 
wait un til the ir grower friends returned before they would have enough 
o f a fee lin g  o f security to return. Here agdn Is a lim itation  on thé 
amount o f land he could farm due to the lack o f an available labor supply.

4. He wondered just where he would market his products. Knowing 
that the produce men In Los Angeles are opposed to the return o f Japanese, 
he wondered I f  th is  would extend to buying from Japanese growers. Be 
came to the conclusion that the produce men probably would play b a ll and



probably would be plenty glad to  buy hie produce as they were in the past* 
He fe l t *  however, that he would not want to s e l l  to those produce men who 
had worked hardest fo r  Japanese exclusion,¿buttfcfia* he Gould s e ll to those 
who had only adopted exelusion attitudes through expediency*

5* He wondered where he would be able to get finances# In the paetj| 
he was able to  borrow money from produce dealers, but while they may be 
w illin g  to  buy his produce he f e l t  i t  unlikely that they w i l l  loan him 
money fo r farming operations* And even I f  they did loan money, they 
would require mortgage on personal property, farm machinery e tc*, in 
addition to  crop mortgage in order to secure the loan* *Slnoe I  would 
not have any chattel property, how could 1 borrow money to  get started 
on?* The F*S.A* was discussed, but i t  did not produce much enthusiasm*
Some one suggested that he had heard o f a Japanese grower in Ohio getting 
a loan through the F*£*A* and another heard o f a farmer in Texas nego­
tia tin g  fo r a loan, but he didn’ t  have i t  yet* Altogether Mr* B* f e l t  
rather dubious about the p o ss ib ilit ie s  o f financial assistance*

6* Would he be able to  get housing? He f e l t  th is would not be a 
serious problem in a rural area although the closer he came to urban 
centers the more d i f f ic u lt  would the housing problem become*

K lssl Woman* Mrs. 0fs husband died shortly a fte r evacuation* She 
is  about ¿5 years o f age* She has a small child 4 years o f age* She is 
liv in g  with her parents in the center* Mrs* D* is  well-educated, e f f ic ie n t  
capable, has a pleasant d isposition, fu lly  Americanised* She was formerly 
a bookkeeper fo r  a produce concern in Southern California* She would 
lik e  to  go back to  Californ ia but is "in  no particu lar hurry** Her 
problem was how to obtain work in order to support her four years old 
ch ild* I f  she went back without her parents she would have to  employ 
someone to take care o f her ch ild  and that would be expensive and d i f f i ­
cu lt* I f  she went back with her parents, her mother would probably 
take care o f the child while she herse lf obtained employment* Her father 
could only get ligh t employment due to  his age* She decided i t  would be 
better to  take the family with her even though i t  might be d i f f ic u lt  
to secure a job which would pay enough to support a l l  o f them* She 
decided she would rather go to a c ity ,  a big c i t y ,  as there would be more 
and better Job opportunities* She wondered whether she would be able 
to get a c le r ic a l position in Californ ia , that is  whether she would be 
accepted in such a position* She f e l t  she would be unable to do hard 
manual labor and that a domestic job would not pay enough to support the 
family* She was also uncertain as to  where she could find a house to  
rent I f  she want to  Los Angeles*

The problems and uncertainties looked ao great to her that she was 
temporarily putting i t  o f f ,  hoping that something would break to  make i t  
easier*
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However, th is is & d e fin ite  set-be ok to  relocation , not only because 
o f the group i t s e l f  but because o f the loss o f the incentive other farm 
groups would have gained by the return o f th is group which is a model to 
other fa r «  groups in their cooperative development and sp ir it*

General Reactions

Reaction to WBA policy o f not taking responsib ility  fo r finding 
-gr 1 ™ . opportunities * W n u a l iS oTH TT I ) 

group discussion o f resettlement problems centers around* housing# a 
job, and finances* Since WRA does not accept its  d irec t responsib ility 
in the realm o f housing and jobs which are a l l  important to  the evacuee, 
that i t  shows an insincerity on the part o f WRA in returning people to the 
West Coast* Many evacuees fe e l that l i f t in g  the exclusion order does 
not mean a great deal since responsib ility  in those things which are most 

and ■■difficult are placed on the evacuee himself* In regard 
to housing and a job they say, "how can we make these arrangements 1000 
miles away j such arrangements require negotiation and require a great 
deal o f  time and work even then one is  on the ground«* They say, "before 
we le f t  Californ ia , we had a home ( i t  may have been rented, but i t  was 
s t i l l  a place to l iv e * )*  We had jobs, businesses, e tc . ,  now we have none 
o f these, I t  is  not a matter o f whether we want to go back--of course 
we do—but how to do i t . "  They say, "The WRA says i f  you have a house 
and a job we w il l  approve your return, but how can we get these beings so 
fa r  wway? As a result they fe e l the WRA is  either shirking it s  respon­
s ib i l i t y ,  or i t  is  insinoere about th e ir return*

These reactions do not mean that people are not thinking concretely 
about their plans within the framework o f the present WRA p o lic ie s , they 
are, and on the whole the outlook is  healthy* However, when they d is ­
covered what WRA*s po lic ies  were they did not f i t  in with what the 
evacuees expected they would be* "hey themselves had thought o f return 
to the West Coast as the evacuation experience in reverse which would 
be to  move from the Relocation Center to an Assembly Center on the CoastP 
near their former residence, and from there to th e ir homes* ^hey figured 
that on th is basis i t  would take at least a year to complete the prooess.

&  Reactions to Relocation Services* I t  is  interesting to  note that 
ia  sp ite o f c l i c h e  information which has been given to oenter residents 
regarding the various resettlement services including Family Counseling 
that many are not yet aware o f these services* A member o f the Community 
Council th is week wss amazed and pleased to learn o f the help in planning 
being given by Family Counseling* The only explanation to  be given is  
that p rior to  th is time resettlement information has been largely ignored 
by the Ie s e i, a t least, because they were not ready to avail themselves 
Of i t ,  and now that they are beginning to  think concretely about rese ttle ­
ment they have to start from scratch in learning about the various services
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tht steel t o  t  ■ r S f t r r  * t io^ th8 ap; 0intSd personnel and most of p"! f ; “ 1 tak® i "  granted seems to be entirely new to many of the Issei. 
For this reason it  is essential for WfiA to repeat over and over r L  
various services and how they operate. P o w  bbs

coMMimirr I

ooa o i l and the administration mere resolved during » I B i i i i  u .1(, * 
the f r o > , t  Erector with the Executive C o ^ t te . f f  th. o ^ c o ^  i^ .a r ly
to S T « ! ‘  "  tM s T T  th B ir  difforaDoa* o f  »Pinion were S  » 1 ^
oeme to thi> ^ministration and the Executive Comitte.
S  t r l  ^  0 t 0a0h ot!* r - * *  writer wi.hes to commeW
be ̂ solved l l w  h *?? b6li?Toa that eTen though a ll problems may not he solved through free discussion that they at least oan fee clarified
an a b + i ^ f t e ^  “f  solution. At present the Community Council is  taking 
an active interest in resettlement problems and is bolding block ¿ « « t in «  
for the purpose of focusing thinking on these problems. g

¡¡III; I titnrKS xlb Mteifapaggy

-  , s ¥his center has achieved a remarkable success in the matter of nre 
vantion of Juvenile Delinquency. 1» fact there was no act of J u v ^ ilT  
Delinquency in the center from September 15. 1944 to December SO 1944
Chiof*of1T T * lltiW« !  JU* U r 8oly to the understanding treatment to the* 
hiof of Internal Security of two oases of Juvenile Del Inquenov whioh 

1 ourrad prior to that time and each of which involved about 12 boys It  
t0 . f ?  development of parental in terest though the work

t e t iv it 3 ;fa2 ^  whioh « “ Uotol the support of Comsamity
« e a l i  D *.! i ? anf f ,rB* CoB» unity Council, and other group, in the 
dev stoned Mock and ooamuity aotivlties were
on^the^responslbil ity I t H T n t ^  ° f  * •

i I p h  KoFarling
Cosmunity Analyst
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Young People High School Ago and Above- \ '

A group o f g ir ls  in th is ago grcap front a Los Angolas Blook were 
d i sou «sing. resettlement to tos t Coast. Yfeo consensus o f  opinion «as 
that thoy would rathor go oast than to ro to r» to  west Coast* Yhe 
princip le attraetion  seemed to  bo friends soattorod throughout tho 
oastorn statos and tho favorable reception thoy have received* plus 
tho adventure o f experience la  a now te rr ito ry * host o f  than were'* 
thinking on an Individual basis «1 th  l l t t l o  thought o f  th o lr  paronts 
going oast* Sons thought thay would at loast go oast fo r  a tin s u n til 
ths lr parents wore abla to  return to  tho le s t  Coast* whoa that happened 
thay seemed to fe e l i t  th e ir  duty to go to Californ ia with them* However# 
they assumed the ir parents would not bo returning fo r  soma months yet#§
In regard to tholr paronts resettlement they f e l t  that those who owned 
property wore lik e ly  to go book, but thay also f e l t  that those without 
property would do better to try a d iffe ren t area* 1

Several in  this group had never had ve iy  much eentaot with Genoa«iana 
in California* but attendad predominantly Japan#*# populated schools, 
and found th e ir socia l a c t iv it ie s  within a very circumscribed section 
o f 1ms Angeles* iOthers who lived  outside th is area were in  constant 
eontaet with Oaueaslens in school and aoeial l i f e *

Individual Reaction

A I lb o i  with a large family who hat navar evan diseussed relocation 
before# now desires te  re s e tt le . Be has been excluded by the Ar^y from 8  
the Western and possibly the Sestern Defense Command, four other fam ilies 
wishes to rese ttle  with him* and he la  seeking information regarding the 
lim itations on his resettlement# and on opportunities fo r  the f iv e  fam ilies

Potentia l Hemp M ill Workers

A Wise! who went to  work fo r  the War. Beep B ills  In Shabbona* I l l in o is



about rn month ago has boon book In the cantor fo r tho pact week recruiting 
workers fo r  tho Kemp k i l l » «  Since there ie  no housing fo r  fam ilies the 
M ills  hare been eonoentrating on single men for whoa housing is provided• 
This reoruitlng agent oaae to the center with a prospective l l e t  o f  f i fte e n  
workers# friends o f »on elready working in the M ill«*  A ll but two or three 
o f thoso» however# have backed down due to  tho re s tr ic t iv e  v is it in g  regh- 
latlons • ¿hey are man who have friend« in the center but few have re la * 
tlves* they fe e l that eventually they would lik e  to  relocate with those 
friends* However# since the principal basis fo r granting v is ito r 's  p r i­
v ileges in the center is to discuss relocation with th e ir families# they 
fe e l that they would be denied these privileges# therefore# they fee l 
i t  is  best to  wait here rather than in  I l l in o is  to see what th e ir  friends 
w i l l  do*

In  general the v is it in g  restrictions have had a negative reaction 
among center residents far out o f proportion to their value to WR4. They 
have been considered by the resident« as a personal a ffron t* So doubt 
i f  the restrictions had not been made by WEA they would have been called 
fo r  by tho resident« to ease the burden on the centers o f  a large number 
o f v is ito rs «  A sim ilar dsvelopment occurred last summer when the man power 
shortage la  the center became acute* This problem was considered by the 
residents to be duo to  the large number o f  seasonal leave workers* The 
council re flected  the indignation o f tho residents that these afen went 
out every spring end summer to corn money and returned to  the center in 
the f a l l  when most o f  the work was done* I t  was decided by tho residents 
to demand that eaeh o f  the seasonal workers pay something into the block 
treasury in ordsr to  pay ere ls  to  the workers who remained In the center 
and bore the burden o f keeping the work in the ©enter going* I t  is  
in teresting in th is  connection that no indignation was expressed by the 
residents toward people who took Indefin ite  leave even though they l e f t  
the ir unemployable re la tives in  the ©enter* The residents f e l t  that th is  
was a constructive step sad were w illin g  to cooperate with the WSA and the 
re la tive  on indefin ite leave even though I t  meant an additional burden to 
t ie  workers in the center*
Isse i 55 and Over
-------THe T iiel~ lta lk  about possible return to the West Coast without m
great deal o f  emotion* They have no illusions about pioneering over 
again* They say# *we were pioneers ones# now we are old** *We were taken 
out o f  Californ ia and there must have been some reason fo r i t .  Mow we 
are on a spot in going back#* They c ite  the *Boi Incident* (act page 5 ) 
as an ©sample o f what they expect to happen# and fe e l that in going back 
they w il l  be the focus fo r  sttaok by a l l  the anti-Japanese elements* they 
say nothing can be done about Incidents IS km th is  until the wer is  over*
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tho Z a s « ! '«  raaoticm la not a t present related to tha ques t ion o f 
nshould wa ra locata or not**1 Maat o f  tho» take for grantod that t hay 
ahould rolooate, bot tha question which la uppermoat la  tha lr miada la 
"howt** In othar morda 4t la not a prs-dotormlned negativa raaatloa bot 
la  a nage tima raaatloa relatad to  mhat thay faa l ara tha lnadaquaalaa 
o f tha WjRA program» thay aay tha moat important elements Im rasottloaont 
ara« houslng« Jaba* finamoos« and p o tilo  s entlasst» With re fe  ranee to 
tha f i r s t  thr#e«WRA dota not aooapt reeponslb ility j « I th  referamos to 
publle aentlmant UBA la try lng to  oroata favorable opInion« bot thla may 
ba bayond WBA’ s a b ility *  * I f *  thay aay "W8A oomaa out mlth a positivo 
program o f halp ma oould go* Zf tha present program la  a l l  thay have to ig  
o ffa r «  me m ili haré to malt u n ti! tha mar la  ovar and our bqya eama baok 
trom tha armyf and anti~Japaneee faa llsg  diaa doma»* Xhay faa l that tha|| 
government ia raaponalbla fo r  than« bot thay fe e l that thay da not havell 
tangibla proaf that tha government la  goìng to dlaoharga Ita  raaponaibllity | 
to  tham»f|

Isse l 68 and Hadar ; l l t f ®

?hia groop pratty muah follows tha laad o f tha oldar Zaeal« bot mlth 
a good deal mora o f  emotion and bitterness» *hey aay« togather mlth aoaa 
oldar Zaeal and sema o f tha B isel * i t  look» lik e  tha government la only 
intaraatad ln gatting us out o f tha aantar« and doaa not aara mhat 
happen« to oa onea ma gat out»41 "Bventually ma mant to go back to Call*|f 
fo rn la »” thla has bsem repastad ao oftan by tha Zaaai i t  ia mearly a 
refi*« in  « •' /',V.7: / : 7 ;

*Z f wa daaldad to slt«dowa and stsy hart and i f  thara «ara 8000 
or ao har a a t tha and o f tha yaar« what oould tha govarnment de about i t t  
thay would have to continue tha eenter»* |The attltoda la « ma don*t mant 
to do that« ma mant to go slang mlth tha government* s program« bot i t  aay 
ba »aoacaary l f  a mora ad aqueta and positiva program la not dava lepad 
mhiah m ili giva os daf Imita halp» Zhay aay *yes« tha people mlth proparty 
ean go baak« thalr problema ara not so grast« bot mhat la *fitá daing fo r  
os mho do not mm property t*

I N H

Ota tha mhola tha Misal In tha oantar ara d s fin lta ly  thlnking and 
planning raaattlamant bot in moat oasas thay ara planning ta resefetle in 
tha aast» Boma say« *we navar mant to  go baak to C aliforn ia «* ubila othara 
say * «s  mouId llk s  ta  saa how oond itlona ara in tha aast f i r s t «  me mey go 
baak to  Californ ia la te r i f  cond itlona ara favorable»*1 Boma vor« thara ia 
a oomparatlvely small peroantaga o f  B isel In tha oantar« and tha lr iafluanoa 
with tha la ss i la  not grast beeause epportunitlea fo r mhiah thay ara 
equlpped ara saldom ava Habla to tha Issa i* A lto tha lr aspar lanoa in working 
with Cauoaaiana la moah mora variad than that o f  thè Is so !»
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thiM  group talc»« th» rathar general paint o f  view o f  "the WRA 
t o l l «  us that th* 48 «ta to » aro boo opon to  us. But what oaa wo dot 
Sow oau wo sake a l iv in g ! He v a i l i  hate to supplement oar present 
lucos» with additional ©aminga# Wo know wo should relocate and that 
oontor l i f e  1« not tho thing« bat how oan wo do i t !  the government 
should holp us instoad o f  just shoving us out." Soma say, "thoy pot us 
la  horo and thoy oan*t just kiok as out." th is a lso is  not a determine- 
tion  to "sit-down* tactics* tut is  tho expression o f resentment toward what 
thoy oonsldor to  be ordering oontor olosuro too early« and to what thoy 
oonsidor to bo inadequate holp on tho part o f  WHA.

Is se l Business Men ; .

them has been a good deal o f d isoussion among th is group about 
tho p o ss ib ility  o f obtaining licenses to  sta rt a business. Prior to 
the evacuation there wore restrictions on allons holding liquor licenses, 
¿hiring evacuation licensing has h m u m  even »ore res tr ic ted . What la 
the situation now. Would we bo discriminated against by loca l o f f ic ia ls  
in  obtaining lloensas! And i f  we did obtain a license would we be b o y  
eotted i f  wo startod a business! Thero la  a foo ling that Xasol buslnoea 
mm would havo to depend to a certain  extent on the trade o f  th e ir  fe llow  
Japanese. Sut there »ay be no appreciable number o f  these return in the 
next few menthe» and what oan we do but wait and see what the others are 
going to  do* Wt* more than other«» have to fo llow  the crowd*

React Ion to Signing Relocation Grant Form I , ' RpSpj *v4&Ç0 ?

Considerable uncertainty was expressed by tho Is  so l In regard to 
the fo ra  to  be signed at tho time o f receiving th e ir relocation grant, 
th is was related to tho eon fus ion o f tho grant with tho right to  apply 
•for indemnities. Many f e l t  that by signing the fora  they were waiving 
th e ir right o f f i l in g  claims. I t  became necessary fo r  tho relocation 
o f f ic e  to translate this form into Japanese so the Is ee i eculd be assured 
that they were just signing the application fo r  tho grant and were not 
fo r fe it in g  any future right or e la la .

Livingston Croup

I t  sooas «vident now thst tho Uvingston group w i l l  bo unable to 
return to tho operation o f  tho ir fam e until Kovember 1945« I t  is a lto  
n*acred that some o f tho tenants are saying they w i l l  move in Bovember 
i f  they are able to find houses» which loaves considerable doubt in the 
ainda o f  the evacuee owners as to whether they w il l  be able la take over 
the ir ferns even then. However» about nine or ten o f tho bob are planning
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to return th is spring and erect a buildfag on one o f tha farms to Ilya  
in in order that they may be able to  secure employment in tho v ic in ity  
and be near tho ir farms*

The Pol Incident • ;

Tho follow ing is  a newspaper account o f tho Doi incident which 
appeared la  tho Lamar Pa lly  Hows* January 22* lMSt

TOPE RSCEPTIOR FOB AMACB1 JAP FAMILY CALIFOHHU H M

JfiKJASm* Qii# (H i) Tho Plaoor county s h o r lff, s o f f  loo Saturday 
disclosed tho f i r s t  oaso o f attempt violence against returning Japanese* I 
Amorioans with tho announcement that unidentified persons f i r s t  tried  
to barn and than dynamlto a build lag m  ifc* jranoh o f Suomlo Doi*

0oi* who returned rooently from Lamar« Colo« with his parants eallod 
tho sh o r iff *s e f f le o  early today to roport that several oar loads o f  par­
sons had driven onto his property and pa Head near his paoking shod* Shots 
wore baing fired  at his house« ho said« in  an e f fo r t  to  keep him and h is 
family indoors*

As a patrol oar o f s h e r if f 's  dsputios burned into Dol'd rsnoh« a 
group o f oars wars soon speeding awsy* Jl|

Bine stioke o f  dynamite wore found in tho packing shed along with 
a U t ta r  o f  burned matohos* Tho fusee attached to tho at lake had burned 
out and i t  was believed tho trespassers were frightened sway by tho 
approaeh o f tho patrol oar*

Paoking Shod in Flames

Pel told o ffic e rs  that ha had awakened tho night before to find tho 
paoking shod in flames* Bo and his father succeeded in putting out tho 
f ir e *  An investigation showed the building had been sprayed with gasoline*

Do! a 2d year-old Amor loan -bora Japaneaa« has a d ra ft deferment for 
agriculture work. Bis two brothers are in t .e  Army*

State highway patrol o f f  leers announced that road blooks had boon 
placed a t  tho throe roads leading into tho Doi Bench and Shoriff Charles 
S ilva said armored patrols would maintain v ig ilance over a l l  Japanese* 
owned property in tho area* estimated to  oover about 20 square miles*

While tho Placer county d is t r ic t  attorney's o f f ic e  said anyone d is ­
covered molesting the property would bo "vigorously prosecuted.



fÉ É v 'rhc 5-nd parente) returned to their fan» ln Flauer County*
|pplifornia about throe week* ago« Two week* ago many rumors o Iran la ted | 
la  the oenter regarding aota o f  violence to the» which «e re  la te r  proved 
to be ground leas* Bo«tear* la s t «oek attempt» were made to  bum and 
dynamita E li paoking «hod. Tho administration immediately aeoured tho 
fasta from the Sin Frano itoo  Off lee o f #?HA end presented them to  the 
Block Managers and other groupa In the oenter»| Ae a resu lt there «as 
a lees  v io len t reaction to  the facta o f an actual incident than there 
were to  the groundless rumor o f  two weeks age* The intensity of th is  
reaction varied from block to  block, dome blocks reacted strongly* but 
most blocks took I t  In th e ir  strid e« This tempered reeotlon wee partly 
due to the administration»* w illingness to  got tho foo t* and present 
them to the residents good* bad or ind iffere& tf partly  due to the foo t 
that amotion expressed two weeks ago over a groundless rumor la  regard 
to the same family had acted as an emotional oathareIsland partly  due 
to  the fa c t that actual facts always have positive  elements (in  th i*  
esse the encouraging attitude taken by s h e r if f ,  neighbors and government) 
no matter how bad they may bo* while rumor is en tire ly  negative and 
therefore en tire ly  destructive o f morale*

Many evacuees say S e i l ,  tha t’ s what we were afraid would happen.1*
I t  reinforces their fears* h it they are also encouraged by the way in 
which tho c iv i l  authorities art handling i t *  f¡ The incident has had th e !  
e f fe c t  o f delaying action on tho part o f  several who wore planning to  5 
return to  Californ ia in the next few days*.4 îS|S

J« Kaiph Mo Furling 
Comsat n ity Analyst
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BE* Meekly trend report

The Community Counoil from the start has taken an active interest 
in resettlement and problems connected with return to  the West Coast.
They have f e l t  i t  their responsib ility to  discover What the residents 
think and fe e l about the ir return in order to properly represent them.
They have also accepted the responsib ility  o f giving information to  the 
residents on WRA po lic ies  and the resources available fo r successful 
resettlement* To accomplish these purposes, meetings have been held 
in each block by the Councilman with the support o f the Block Manager.
Bach Councilman kept a l i s t  o f a l l  the problems presented or questions 
asked* Then the l is ts  from a l l  the blocks were compiled to determine 
whioh were the most important problems according to  the number o f times 
they were expressed in the block discussions* The follow ing is the 
resu lt*

1* Rousing* Since the West Coast is already overcrowded, w i l l  
we be able to find housest What is WRA doing to solve the housing 
question? I f  WRA does not help us find houses* how can %e find houses 
to  liv e  in 1600 miles away?

2* Financial Aid for Living Expenses. What provision is being 
made fo r liv in g  expenses while we are becoming re-established and before 
we have an income o f our own? The #25.00 grant w i l l  be only a drop in 
the bucket during th is period*

3. W ill government protection be given to returning evacuees in 
the event properties are damaged or when there are occurrences o f any 
physical violence?

4* Financial Aid in re-establishing former business* What commitment 
can be made before individuals leave the center that they w i l l  be able 
to obtain the necessary loans to set up business enterprises?

5* W ill the government provide insurance fo r  relocating evaouees?



6« W ill a liens1 rights to  sue in court be recognised? Several 
Xsseis had c iv i l  actions against Caucasians pending in the courts 
p rior to  evacuation and were advised by the Judge and the attorney to 
drop; them. What is  the present tendency in th is respect? Also one 
Is se i maintains that according to  international lav enemy aliens 
cannot bring su it in the courts o f the country in which they are liv in g* 
Is  th ic  true?'. • IV ’A V

7. Whenever deemed necessary may Issels  (enemy a liens) consult 
the Spanish Consul on personal matters?

8*' Can Issels s t i l l  secure licenses?

L ift in g  o f travel restrictions o f  aliens#

10* Arc there any plans by the WBA fo r  those unable to  relocate 
due to  chronic illn ess « old age etc*?

11* Would a mass movement to an assembly center be possible?

12» 71m evacuees were compelled to s e l l  the ir personal household 
goods and farm equipment at the time o f evacuation* W ill the govern­
ment males arrangroents so that re locates s can obtain such things again?

IS* Most male Isse ls  are over 60 years old and before the evacua­
tion  were engaged in independent farming or business» They cannot stand 
hard labor* I f  they had been allowed to stay in their old places* they 
would have been able Id continue to work in th e ir respective fie ld s *

14V W ill WBA approve plans and pay transportation costs o f  group 
representatives on investigatory tr ips  to the West Coast?

When the above questions came up in the Council fo r general d is­
cussion» Mr* Hugo Wo Iters o f  the Washington who was in the center at 
the time was invited to  participate which in i t s e l f  is  an indication 
o f the healthy attitude on the part o f the Council, and a corresponding 
healthy reaction on the part o f the residents whom the members o f the 
counoil represent* Mr* Wo I t  hers was able to c la r ify  a greet many points 
fo r the Counoll* However, since Mr* Wo Iters statements were verbal, 
the council f e l t  that i t  was more or less u n o ffic ia l, and therefore, 
intend to  present the seme questions to the Washington O ffice o f WBA 
through the D irector, Mr* Lindley, in order that they may be able to 
get a written  c la r ific a t io n  which w i l l  be invaluable in getting in for­
mation over to the residents* Further written c la r ific a tio n  o f thsAe 
questions and especia lly  the conditions under which Besettlement
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Assist&no© w i l l  be given and the conditions under which evacuees can 
obtain loans through government agencies w i l l  be helpfu l to  the Counoil 
In th e ir  constructive work with center residents«

Since the discussion o f the above questions with Mr* Wo Ite rs , most 
o f the blocks have held a second meeting to pass on th is  info mat ion 
to center residents*

The Council has voted its  approval o f  an a l l  center conference 
somewhere on the West Coast* they fe e l  that th is survey o f center 
questions and problems w i l l  be helpfhl to  them in this conference*

GENERAL REACTION

The most general reaction is  evidence o f a continuing trend that 
the residents are adopting a healthy and constructive attitude toward 
resettlement* Of course, there are negative attitudes being expressed o f 
•the government can’ t  close the centers*, but these are d e fin ite ly  in the 
m inority, and are losing strength rqther than gaining*

Discussion o f resettlement center around "how" shall we go about 
resettlement and not around •shall we" or "shall we not" resettle*
The question o f •shall we*, or *shall we not* resettle  w i l l  in the last 
analysis depend on the natural forces which motivate a l l  people such 
ast 1* The desire to l iv e  independent normal liv es  in a normal com­
munity j 2* the desire to order one’ s own l i f e  and not have i t  ordered 
by others| 3* The desire to  return to  one’ s former horn» and fam iliar 
surroundings) 4* the desire to oorreot an unsatisfactory experience)
5* the desire to work fo r  the future o f selves and children) 6« the 
desire-,to re-establish c i v i l  rights fo r  the group* Therefore, the 
question o f "shall we* or**shall we not* may sa fely be rested with 
these natural forces*

The question o f *how* or *by what means* shall we resettle  is  the 
practical question which WRA can do most about* As one man put i t  
"yes, we know we have to get out, but "how". I  have a small ch ild , 
my w ife is  i l l ,  and 1 am old* What can WRA do to  help me re-establish 
myself and family?" Another said "we Is se i came to the U.S. years ago 
and have gone through many ups and downs o f  l i f e  in California* I  was 
young then and strong* Now X am old* I  w i l l  need help to start over 
again as 1 cannot work as Hard as X used to** '

I t  seems evident to me in my contacts with people that in te llectual 
concepts and lo g ica l argument have very l i t t l e  weight with them in 
motivating to action , especia lly  the Is s e i due to the handicap o f 
language and the fa c t that they had l i t t l e  opportunity to obtain higher
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education* But the thing which influences them the most and which they 
pay the greatest attention to  is successful demonstration o f what can 
be done in resettlement. I f  they are able to to  see actual demonstra­
tion  o f the effectiveness o f WBA»s program o f helping people to  obtain 
the resources necessary to  successful resettlement* and as a few return 
to the Heat Coast and they see that sentiment i f  favorable* that they 
w i l l  themselves take advantage o f th is help in th e ir own resettlement.

A NISEI REACTION '

One N isei who fee ls  considerable responsib ility to the group had 
l i t t l e  desire to  return to C a lifom ia  when the exclusion order was 
f i r s t  l i f t e d *  At that time* he f e l t  that the east offered the best 
opportunity* Since then* however* he has been more and more impressed 
with the attitude o f the ¿ssei that “ eventually they expect to return 
to the West Coast.* He was also been favorably impressed with the work 
WRA and c iv ilia n  groups have been doing on the West Coast. At present 
he intends to return to  California fo r*  he says t “ There are plenty o f 
jobs | the government is working hardest fo r  the Japanese people at the 
present time) and Air-minded c iv il ia n  groups are becoming organised and 
are working fo r  us*“ He fee ls  i t  is  highly possible that the situation 
in Californ ia may be better now than i t  was before evacuation*

RECOMMENDATION REGARDING TRANSPORTATION ASSISTANCE

Several weeks ago the follow ing recommendation was made by the 
Project Director regarding the transportation assistance ruling*

Acoordi0gr;to existing instructions 150.1*8 evacuees are divided 
into two groupai those who relocated prior to the l i f t in g  o f the 
exoluslon order and those who are s t i l l  in the center* Both groupe 
may receive transportation grants from the point where they are now 
residing to  the West Coast* Center residents may receive transportation 
grants from the center to any place in the continental United States* 
but they cannot receive a transportation grant to some point outside 
the evacuated area* and la ter receive a transportation grant to the 
West Coast in  the event they decide they would be better o f f  there* or 
in the case their plans do not work out successfully*

This is  undoubtedly a reasonable ru ling on the surface* However* 
i t  does not further the purpose o f relocation o f center residents to 
points outside the evacuated area* In fa c t i t  creates a temporary 
immobility o f center residents until they can see which d irection
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011 ®oa,t 1,111 * “ » •  i f  P ^ l io  sentiment on the
C°a4t tuf “s out t0  be favorable the ruling w i l l  be fo r  the best

M a li d+6S “ o t* . ^ e ru linE w i l l  «o t  to further immobilize center 
iT t h T m L n «  “  continue to  hope that i t  w i l l  la te r  become favorable, 
f h i s ^ r » ^ !  sino® th«y  have only one choice they w i l l  wait tod see.
on the F-st r™ ^ P“ 110^ i# f ot ° » ly  and see how things turn out 

fg j- i* ^ * , * ***  C° a l* tut also how things are going with th e ir re latives 
and friends who have already relocated in the north, east and south.

°  ^  relocated evacuees have two ehoioea, to remain
«  l  6°  t °  th@*e8t Coast- SinM »  1« the group

f  °*ni ! r ®h0JhaTe been “ id s t i l l  are the most conserve-
teTde8t t0 move* the most important factor is  to 

oreate m obility by increasing their number o f ohoioea.

U tt in g  the exclusion order on the Host Coast has created a rest-
¿hioh we ®*8 ily  158 translated into m obility
whioh we fe e l  is most important to  successful resettlement. I f  we oan
f^ound°Ptb «0Ul ? f  * a i t ' t leh t P o t i o n  and develop incentive to moving 

^¡®y, " 111 Kore W iok ly find the situation in whioh they can 8 
provide for th e ir own needs. However, i f  th e ir choice is  an either or 
proposition th is restlessness w i l l  se ttle  down again to  immobility o f

h+ w 8 ^ \ ? UbUc sentir®nt on the West Coast w i l l  beoome 
favorable to them. On the other hand, i f  center residents in the ir 
present restless psychological condition had the opportunity to

?“ ! *  °r  n0rth °r  *outh the »»antime while they are 
waiting un til opinion on the West Coast c rys ta llizes , many o f them
would do so because many o f them have re la tives in those areas. And

th* srevt percen ts  o f those already relocated outside the
evaluated area * o plan to stay where they are and not return to the 
West Coast we are confident that an equally large percentage o f  center 
residents who w uld consider resettlement outside the evacated area 
(as iong as they could return to  the West Coast with transportation 
paid during t i *  life tim e o f W2A) would also remain there and there would

w!st°CocIt T M / eW tV ?™BPPly t0r tran«Port«tion grants to the 
C“ , t ? fbis wculd help to reunite families outside the evacuated

« ^ t e r  residenta the incentive they need to  take a chance. 
I t  would aleo have the psychologioal e ffe c t  o f  freeing people mentally 
and emotionally to consider resettlement p o ss ib ilit ie s *  ^

, At  same time creating m obility among possibly one-fourth o f
®°t f r  P°P“ lationwould influence the be lance to  think oonstruotively 

about resettlement and begin to  act.

i «  Salph lleFarling 
Community Analyst
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Rg* Weekly trend report

The Casruuunity Council from the start has taken an active interest 
in resettlement and problems connected with return to  the West Coast*
They have f e l t  i t  the ir responsib ility to  discover what the residents 
think and fe e l about th e ir return in order to properly represent them.
They have also accepted the responsib ility o f giving information to  the 
residents on WRA po lic ies  and the resources available fo r successful 
resettlement* To accomplish these purposes, meetings have been held 
in each block by the Councilman with the support o f the Block Manager.
Each Councilman kept a l i s t  o f a l l  the problems presented or questions 
asked* Then the l is t s  from a l l  the blocks were compiled to determine 
which were the most important problems according to  the number o f times 
they were expressed in the block discussions* The follow ing is the 
resu lt« ■

1, Housing* Since the West Coast is  already overcrowded, w i l l  
we be able to find houses! What is WRA doing to solve the housing 
question! I f  WRA does not help us find houses, how can be find houses 
to  liv e  in 1600 miles away!

2* Financial Aid for Living Expenses* What provision is being 
made fo r liv in g  expenses while we are becoming re-established and before 
we have an income o f our own! The $26.00 grant w i l l  be only a drop in 
the bucket during this period*

5* W ill government protection be given to returning evacuees in 
the event properties are damaged or when there are occurrences o f any 
physical vio lence!

4. Financial Aid in re-establishing former business. What commitment 
oan be made before individuals leave the center that they w i l l  be able
to obtain the necessary loans to  set up business enterprises!

5. W ill the government provide insurance fo r  relocating evacuees!
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6* W ill aliens* rights to sue in court be recognized? Several 
Is eels had c i v i l  actions against Cauoas Ians pending in the courts 
prior to evacuation and were advised by the Judge and the attorney to 
.drop them* What is the present tendency in th is respect? ¡¡Also one 
Xesei maintains that according to international law enemy aliens 
cannot bring su it in the courts o f the country in which they are liv in g* 
Is  this' true!

7» Whenever deemed necessary may Isse is  (enemy a liens) consult 
the Spanish Consul on personal matters?

8» Can Isseis s t i l l  secure licensest

9* L ift in g  o f travel restrictions o f a liens»

10* Are there any plans by the WRA fo r  those unable to  relocate 
due to  chronic illn ess , old age e tc »?

11» Would a mass movement to an assembly center be possible?

12» The evacuees were compelled to s e l l  their personal household 
goods and farm equipment a t the time o f evacuation* W ill the govern» 
ment make arrangnents so that re1ocatees can obtain such things again?

13» Most male Isse is  are over 60 years old and before the evacua» 
tion  were engaged in independent fam ing or business» They cannot stand 
hard labor» I f  they had been allowed to stay in the ir old places» they 
would have been able to continue to  work In th e ir respective f ie ld s »

14» W ill WRA approve plane and pay transportation costs o f  group 
representatives on investigatory trips to the West Coast?

When the above questions came up in ths Council for general d ie » 
cuss ion» Mr» Hugo Wb Iters o f the Washington who was in the center at 
the time was invited to  participate which in i t s e l f  is an indication 
o f  the healthy attitude on ths part o f the Council» and a corresponding 
healthy reaction on the part o f the residents whoa the members o f the 
council represent* Mr» Wo I t  he re was able to o la r ify  a great many points 
fo r the Council» However, since Mr. Wo Iters  statements were verbal, 
the counoll f e l t  that i t  was more or less u n o ffic ia l, and therefore. 
Intend to  present the same questions to the Washington O ffice o f WRA 
through the D irector, Mr» Lind ley , in order that they may be able to 
get a written c la r ific a t io n  which w i l l  be invaluable in getting in fe r» 
nation over to the residents» Further written c la r ific a tio n  o f thede 
questions and especia lly  the conditions under which Resettlement



Assistance w i l l  be given and the conditions under which evacuees can 
obtain loans through government agencies w i l l  be helpful to  the Council 
in th e ir  constructive work with center residents»

Since the discussion o f the above questions with Hr* Wo Ite rs , most 
o f the blocks have held a second meeting to pass on th is  information 
to  center residents»

The Council hss voted its  approval o f  an a l l  ©enter conference 
somewhere on the West Coast* they fe e l  that th is  survey o f center 
questions and problems w i l l  be helpful to them in th is conference»

CBWBBAL REACTION

The most general reaction is evidence o f a continuing trend that 
the residents are adopting a healthy and constructive attitude toward 
resettlementlg Of course, there are negative attitudes being expressed o f 
"the government can’ t  close the centers'*» but these are d e fin ite ly  in the 
minority» and are losing strength rqther than gaiuing»l|

Discussion o f resettlement center around "how1* shall we go about 
resettlement and not around i f  shall we" or "sh a ll we not# , resettle*
The question o f "sha ll we*» or "shall we not" resettle  w i l l  in the last 
analysis depend on the natural forces which motivate a l l  people such 
ast 1» The desire to l iv e  independent normal liv es  in t  nom&l com« 
munityi 3» the desire to order one’ s own l i f e  and not have i t  ordered 
by others $ 3» The desire to  return to  one's former hose and fam iliar 
surroundingsi 4» the desire to oorreot an unsatisfactory experience!
5» the desire to work fo r  the future o f selves and children! 6» the 
desire-it© re-establish c iv i l  rights fo r  the group» Therefore, the 
question o f  "shall we* or“ shall we not" may sa fe ly  be rested with 
these natural forces.

The question o f "how* or ¡¡"by what means" shall we resettle  is  the 
practical question which WRA oan do most about» As one man put i t  
"yes, we know we have to get out, but "how*. 1 have a small ch ild , 
my w ife is  i l l ,  and 1 am old. What can WRA do to help me re-establish 
myself and fam ilyt* Another said "we Is s e i came to the D»S* years ago 
and have gone through many ups and downs o f l i f e  in Californ ia . 1 was 
young then and strong. Mow I  am old» 1 w i l l  need help to start over 
again as X oannot work as hará as I  used to .*

I t  seems evident to me in my contacts with people that in te llectual 
concepts and lo g ica l argument have very l i t t l e  weight with them in 
motivating to action , especia lly  the Is s e i due to  the handicap o f 
language and the fa c t  that they had l i t t l e  opportunity to  obtain higher
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education. But the thing whioh fcfluenoes then the moat and which they 
pay the greatest attention to  is successful demonstration o f what can 
be done in resettlement. I f  they are able to to  see actual demonstra­
tion  o f the effectiveness o f  WRA’ s program o f helping people to  obtain 
the resources necessary to successful resettlement, and as a few return 
to the West Coast and they see that sentiment i f  favorable, that they 
w i l l  themselves take advantage o f th is help in th e ir own resettlement.

A NISEI REACTION

One N isei who fee ls  considerable responsib ility to the group had 
l i t t l e  desire to  return to Californ ia when the exclusion order was 
f i r s t  l i f t e d .  At that time, he f e l t  that the east offered the best 
opportunity. Since then, however, he has been more and more impressed 
with the attitude o f the *ssei that "eventually they expect to  return 
to  the West Coast.* He was also been favorably impressed with the work 
WHA and c iv ilia n  groups have been doing on the West Coast. At present 
he intend# to return to California fo r ,  he saysj "There are plenty o f 
jobs| the government is working hardest fo r  the Japanese people at the 
present time j and fir-minded c iv il ia n  group* are becoming organised and 
are working fo r us." Re fe e ls  i t  is  highly possible that the situation 
in Californ ia may be better now than i t  woe before evacuation.

RECOMMENDATION REGARDING TRANSPORTATION ASSISTANCE

Several weeks ago the follow ing re commend at ion was made by the 
Project Director regarding the transportation assistance ru ling.

According to  ea s tin g  instructions 100.1.8 evacuees are divided 
into two groups i those who relocated prior to the l i f t in g  o f the 
exclusion order and those who are s t i l l  in the center. Both group#
Bay receive transportation grants from the point where they are now 
residing to  the West Coast. Center residents may receive transportation 
grants from the ©enter t© any place in the continental United States, 
but they cannot receive a transportation grant to some point outside 
the evacuated area, and la ter receive a transportation grant to  the 
West Coast in the event they decide they would be better o f f  there, or 
in the case their plans do not work out successfully.

This is  undoubtedly a reasonable ru ling on the surface. However, 
i t  does not further the purpose o f relocation o f center residents to 
points outside the evacuated area. In fa c t i t  creates a temporary 
immobility o f center residents u ntil they can see which d irection
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pubi le  opinion on the West Coast w i l l  turn* I f  public sentiment on the 
West Coast turns out to  be favorable the ruling w i l l  be fo r  the best, 
i f  i t  does not, the ru ling w i l l  act to  further immobilise center 
residents who w i l l  continue to  hope that i t  w i l l  la te r  become favorable# 
2n the meantime since they have only one choice they w i l l  wait And see* 
5fhie wait and see po licy  is not only wait and see how things turn oat 
on the West Coast, but also how things are going with their re latives 
and friends who have already relocated in the north* east and south#

On the other hand relocated evacuees have two choicest to remain 
where they are, or to go to the West Coast. Sine© i t  is  the group 
remaining in the center who have been and s t i l l  are the most conserva«» 
t lv e  and therefore, the hardest to  move, the most important factor is  to 
create m obility by increasing th e ir number o f choices#

L ift in g  the exclusion order on the feat Coast has created s rest­
lessness in the center which could eas ily  be translated into mobility 
which we fe e l is most Important to successful resettlement# I f  we can 
get people out o f a s it - t ig h t  position and develop incentive to moving 
around, they w il l  more qulokly find the situation in which they can 
provide for th e ir own needs# However, i f  th e ir  choice is  an e ith er or 
proposition th is restlessness w i l l  se ttle  down again to  immobility o f 
waiting and hoping that public s en tien t on the West Coast w i l l  become 
favorable to them# On the other hand, i f  center residents in their 
present restless psychological condition had the opportunity to 
rese ttle  in the east or north or south in the meantime while they are 
waiting un til opinion on the West Coast c rys ta llis es , many o f them 
would do so because many o f  them have re la tives in those areas# And 
judging by the great percentage o f those already relocated outside the 
evaouated area who plan to  stay where they are and not return to the 
*est Coast we are confident that an equally large percentage o f  oenter 
residents who w uld consider resettlement outside the ©vacated area 
{as long as they could return to the West Coast with transportation 
paid during *he life tim e o f W£&) would also remain there and there would 
be comparatively few who would apply fo r  transportation grants to the 
West Coast# This waild help to reunite fam ilies outside the evacuated 
area and give center residents the incentivo they need to  take a chance# 
I t  would also have the psychological e f fe c t  o f  freeing people mentally 
and emotionally to  consider resettlement poss ib ilities#

At the same time creating m obility among possibly one-fourth o f 
center population would influence the balance to  think constructively 
about resettlement and begin to  act#

ìm Halph McFarling 
Community Analyst
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PLACER COUNTY, CALIFORNIA — Social Background

Placer County is  considered lay the evacuee as one o f  the «hot 
spots” in Californ ia. The Dol Incident has reinforced fe e lin g  in the 
center that Anti-Japanese sentiment is  strong there.

The fo llow ing Information was obtained from a N isei who owns 
fo r ty  acres o f  land near Auburn, Californ ia about f iv e  miles from 
Newcastle where the Dol incident occurred. S is reaction was * l t  looks 
lik e  PIacefCounty doesn*t want us. I  guess we w il l  have to wait fo r  
a w h ile .* ''«The Incident did not mean bodily harm to the Dot’ s but i t  
might have and we don’ t want to court danger o f  physical in jury. » He 
and other former residents o f  P lacer County are depending on a report 
from Mr. Kubo o f G ila who is  in  Placer County now as to the situation 
there. Mr. Kubo was formerly head o f  the Penryn Marketing Association.

About four hundred Japanese fam ilies formerly liv e d  in Placer 
Countyt fo rty  o f these are in Granada Center. Of these fo r ty  fam ilies 
about 30 o f them owned land. These Japanese fam ilies were accepted, 
p rior to evacuation, on an individual basis, but the Japanese people 
were never accepted on a group basis. During the soluntaxy evacuation 
o f the Japanese from the coast one business man in Auburn said to the 
informant, *We don’ t  want these Japs to se tt le  here. Oh, I  don’ t mean 
you; you sure one o f us. I  mean these Japs from the coast, fe  don’ t 
want them h ere .*

The Japanese fam ilies mentioned above liv ed  in  Placer County fo r  
about 35 or 40 years and their children were bom there. There has 
always been a certain amount o f  discrimination. Segregation was practiced 
in  the schools at Newcastle and Penryn up to the fourth grade. Loomis, 
also, tried  I t  but found i t  not feas ib le  economically so f in a lly  gave 
i t  up.

m o u i J. Xalph Mcfarling, Community Analyst 

Weekly trend report
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The principal crop consisted o f  tree fru its  including plum, pears, 
peaches, cherries and sour grapes. The Placer fru it  Marketing Company 
was organised about 1935 and was located at Fenryn. The fru it  was 
shipped to Chicago and eastern markets. There was some resentment to 
th is marketing association by the other fru it  houses at f i r s t  but as I t  
started in a «s a il way and gradually expanded, i t  did not cause a great 
deal o f  antagonism.

The immigrant population was pretty  well divided between the 
Portuguese and the Japanese, with a few Ita lia n  landowners, lo th  groups 
came to Placer County shout 35 or 40 years ago; i f  anything the Japanese 
population came f i r s t .  Both groups began as laborers and gradually 
accumulated enough money to buy land. Boring th is  time the Caucasian 
population took aides between the two groups. There was constant f r ic ­
tion between the Japanese and Portuguese due to social and economic 
competition. The Portuguese f in a lly  won, however, since they were 
Europeans and came to be more generally accepted by the Caucasian popu­
la tion . The Portuguese faced some discrimination at f i r s t  but as their 
social status was increased by th e ir becoming landowners they in ter­
married with the Caucasian population.

Some o f  the Portuguese f i r s t  generation beoame naturalised citizens 
and some o f  them did not. They were predominantly Catholic in  re lig ion  
which was also the predominant re lig ion  o f the resident Caucasian popular 
tlon  o f Placer County. The Japanese on the other hand were predominantly 
Buddhist.

There were very few representatives o f  other minority groups in the 
county, Veiy l i t t l e  migratory labor was used as the farmers had enough 
workers in their own fam ilies to harvest the crop and to help their 
neighbors.

Some o f  the biggest Portuguese farmers who used Japanese laborers 
are now loudest in keeping Japanese out.

Quite a campaign o f anti-Japanese seatimenet developed in 1923 at 
the time o f  the passing o f  the Japanese Exclusion Act. A man by the name 
o f  Livingston uho is  a Butcher and real estate man in the county and 
who also has an in terest in various fru it  marketing organisations was one 
o f  the prime movers in  th is campaign. The campaign was not directed at 
the resident Japanese population so much as i t  was at Japanese outside 
the county.



At the time o f evacuation the majority o f the farmer« leased their 
orchards to the fru it  houses who then sub-let them to other farmers* 
Some o f  the leases were made on a yearly basis, some fo r  two or three 
years and some to expire at the end o f the war* At the present time 
some o f the fru it  houses would l ik e  to have the Japanese back, because 
the management o f the farms has been a headache to them due to lack o f 
labor and in ab ility  to get competent fru it  growers*
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REt Weekly trend report

A study o f the attitudes and reactions o f center residents during 
the past week indicates a normal development in the ir thinking regard­
ing resettlement* The situation can best he evaluated on the basis o f 
the groups in each o f the three progressive steps in thinking ?hich 
lead to  d e fin ite  action by leaving the center*

1* The f i r s t  group made up o f older Is s e l (primarily around 60 
years o f age and over) is  uncertain fs to what stand to take regarding 
resettlement and therefore susceptible to influence both positive and 
negative* Their predominant in terest is to remain in the center for 
the duration o f the war* However, since they have no basis fo r think­
ing that th e ir remaining here w i l l  insure that the center w ill  remain 
open and since no center-wide organisation has developed to crys ta llise  
and reinforce a "s it - t ig h t1* a ttitude, they are uncertain as to whether 
such an attitude is tenable* Therefore, th e ir  situation as evidenced 
by their own confusion is fraught with apprehension* ^hey have been 
unable to make the in it ia l  decision in a series o f decisions which and 
in actual resettlement*

The underlying motivation fo r  th is reaotion is a complex emotion 
made up o f many experiences (often  o f a frustrating nature) and fee lings 
o f the past. Primarily th is  reaotion centers around th e ir consciousness 
o f th e ir  status as “enemy aliens" and the ir acceptance o f the solution 
fo r  th e ir position as "protective custody" by the government* *hey 
fe e l that regardless o f whether evacuation was necessary or not, that 
the faot o f evacuation (o f  th e ir being sin|led out from among other 
enemy aliens fo r  special treatment which carries with i t  a stigma on 
the ir individual and rac ia l character) has changed their situation 
en tire ly  tyy making them espedally vulnerable to lawless elements who 
are lik e ly  to commit acts o f violence against them* They fe e l that 
the public in general does not know or appreciate a l l  the reasons fo r 
evacuation nor fo r  th e ir being released from relocation centers at 
this time# To qualify that statement they fe e l that although the think­
ing people may understand, that the lawless elements, whom they fear
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the most* ere not capable o f understanding nor appreciating th e ir posi­
tion , They aay they were moved out once fo r  reasons which have never 
been fu lly  c la r ified  and that a stigma attaches to  their status. More­
over due to their ra c ia l fa c ia l characteristics they are easily  indentl- 
fiab le  fo r the purposes o f being stared a t , pointed out, and made the 
victim o f violence by lawless elements.

One expression o f fear which always comes out in this connection 
is a more hypothetical and nebulous fear that some act o f the Japanese 
government may occur in the course o f the war which w il l  suddenly in ­
flame public sentiment and lead to mob action against the relocated 
evacuees* Such occurrences may bet 1. the release o f information re­
gard ing a troc ities  o f the Japanese Army; or 2. the p o ss ib ility  that 
Japan may by some means drop a few bombs on the Meet Coast. Even though 
i t  were merely a gesture, or token ra id , i t  would Inflame public « «n t i -  
ment and eas ily  lead to mob action against the relocated evacuees who 
are already vulnerable because o f the ir stigma o f having been once 
evaluated*

Th«efore, the Is s e i fee ls  that i t  is essential for him to  remain 
in the relocation center fo r the duration o f the war because i t  is 
the safest place to be under the circumstances#

A l i t t l e  more positive variant to  this attitude runs as fo llows»
I  »m an enemy alien singled out fo r special treatment iron among othar 
enemy a lien s. But I  became an enemy a lien  not by my mm «<  
status «as thrust upon me by acts o f governments. F irs t by the U. s . 
government in prohibiting me from becoming a e it is en j 2. by the declara­
tion  o f mar on the 0. S. by the Japanese government! S. by evacuation.
As a resu lt, his present status has it#  benefits , and he does not man» 
to lose those benefits by his own aot o f w i l l  or choioe unless there are 
greater benefits to  be gained. Underneath he ia hoping fo r Amerioa to  
change his status for him by special recognition, acceptance and trea t-
ment. Lr •

Another attitude involved in his consciousness o f his enemy-alien- 
Bineled -out-for-apeoial-treatment" status and his acceptance o f protec­
t iv e  custody* fo r  the duration o f the war as the best solution under 
the circumstances is the fact that relocation centers may be considered 
as small areas o f at least partia l neutra lity amid two nations at war. 
the older Isseis* attitude may best ne described as passive lo ya lty , 
that is ,  they fe e l they owe the V9 S. government a great deal fo r  the 
opportunities they have experienced here, and they in return lean over 
backwards in abiding by a l l  the laws, strive to merit c itizenship , and 
would under no circumstances commit an aot against th is government* 
l e t ,  on the other hand they have experienced socia l ^ e o o n c m ic  d is ­
crimination because o f th e ir raee, and have been prohibited citizenship .
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in the W, 3, which necessitates that they retain their Japanese c itizen ­
ship through no fau lt o f their own« They reason they have no control 
over nor ehoicfe in the matter o f the ir citizenship . The only thing 
they could do would be to renounce citizenship in Japan which would 
mean they would have no citizenship anywhere, This, they fe e l can be 
expected o f no one. Hence they are pawns o f two governments, and hence 
the ir passive loya lty* to  the U, 8,

The older Is se i seem to fe e l divorced from the struggle going on 
between the H«S, and Japan and o f having no particu lar part In i t .
While they love America, they have no particu lar hatred o f Japan, Some 
lean more toward Japan and some lean more toward the U .S,, but there is  
l i t t l e  variation from the neutral position , ^hey seem to  have adopted the 
attitude o f the more or less detached observer with no decisive taking o f 
sides as is  possible with both the native citizens o f the U,S, and o f 
Japan, There is a fee lin g  o f respectfor a l l  peoples regardless o f 
nation sim ilar to the peace-time reaction o f a l l  Americans, Thus they 
seem to  be a group set apart, a small island o f neutrality within the 
world struggle.

Two factors tend to t ip  the scales o f th is "passive loya lty* in 
favor o f  more active loya lty  to the U .S,j 1* the fa c t that they are old 
and have only a few years o f l i f e  l e f t  at most, so that their status 
does not oount fo r too much in their own eyes* But the ir children are 
c itizens o f the U,S. and they tend to  do that which w ill  further the 
welfare o f their children* 2 , N isei participation in the war, and 
especially those who give their lives  brings the Isse i and especia lly 
the parents o f N isei soldiers to a greater realization  o f the ir stake 
in the cause o f America, This in f luenoe has become more and more pro­
nounced a fte r the holding o f three Memorial Services.

Other factors tend to  counteract th is tendency o f tipping the 
scales o f "passive loya lty" in favor o f active loya lty  to the U, 3,
They ares 1, the fa c t that most Xsseis have re la tives in Japan whose 
welfare they fear may be jeopardized; 2. a fee lin g  o f kinship with a l l  
Japanese people due to their common racia l and national o rig in ; 3, and 
the agitation o f West Coast groups fo r the deportation o f a l l  people o f 
Japanese ancestry, Is s e i and N isei a lik e , when the war is  over* This 
tends to  confuse the Is se i and renders th e ir decision as to  how their 
present acts w i l l  a ffe e t tfeeir children’ s future more more uncertain, 
and th e ir feelings about i t  ambivalent*

An alternate method o f evaluating the "s it - t ig h t "  reaction is that 
the group is composed of* 1» those few who have plenty o f money who could 
just as w ell leave the center one time as another. They are not in­
terested in investing money in a business an th is time when values are



In fla ted , end the »enter o ffers then the beet security with the least 
expense and danger. They think primarily o f themselves and haw l i t t l e  
thought fo r  the group as a whole, or their influence upon i t .  Due to  
their position they influence others who do not have money and cannot 
afford to  take such a position . 2. The other group is  composed o f 
those who have no money or property, but who have large 
often sick old eg «, and otherwise dependent members o f the ir fam ily, 
s f i h e r f  ie  a n o t l ;  group who have remained in center for various 
reasons up to  now. in which the head o f the household would liko  to go 
out now and make enough money between nowand the time fam ly  
resettles in order to  finance their re-establishment. hey would lik e  
to  see the centers stay open as long || possible in order to give them 
a ohanoe to make a better start in the meantime.

There are a number o f arguments which carry weight w*th the 
proponents o f the "s it - t ig h t "  a ttitude. Among them are. 1. Regardless 
o f the reason given fo r  wanting to  keep the centers open wemust take 
for granted that the WRA means what i t  says when i t  announces that the 
centers w il l  close within a year. I f  we proceed on any other assumption 
and influence others to do so, wo are apt to  do ourselves and others 
a grave injustice, as somebody may get hurt. Fe can t afford to  ta 
the responsib ility  fo r assuming that the center w i l l  not he closed.
E. One ls s e i councilman puts i t  th is way. when the war is over we w iH  have 
to  leave the centers, that is  oertaln. Economically that w il l  be the 
most d i f f io u lt  time to  re-establish ourselves. I t  la muoh better to plan 
resettlement now when the opportunities ere greatest.

8. The entire country is developing a favorable understanding 
o f  our problem. The WRA is  working hard fo r  us, on the West Coast and 
throughout the country in general. C ivio groups are organising cm the 
Rest Coast and elsewhere to  help us. We have to meet them half way 
L d  show our appreciation o f th e ir e ffo r ts  by resettlin g  or these friends
o f ours may lose in terest*

I t  is  interesting to  note in this connection that whiie the center 
endorsed the Inter-Center Conference by blocks, that the s it- t igh  
element fee ls  a d e fin ite  threat from this conference. Their argument 
seems to  be that since the council seems to  take for grant« 
centers w il l  close and is working en tire ly  on the problems connected 
with the means to  resettlement that they w il l  make some proposals to WRA 
regarding changes in the mechanics o f resettlement, then i f  WRA accepts 
those proposals, a l l  the people in the center w i l l  have no recourse out 
to re se tt le , thus the last remaining tangible reasons for remaining 
in the center w i l l  be out from under them.
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II#  The second group in the progressive thinking toner rese ttle ­
ment is made up o f those who have successfully resolved the in it ia l  
decision to  resettleland are considering the problems connected with 
the means or mechanics o f resettlement* This group includes most o f 
the N isei* the thinking and more active groups among the Issei* nearly 
a l l  the community council and others who fe e l responsib ility not only 
for themselves but fo r the welfare o f the group as a whole*

I t  is to  be noted* however* that the thinking o f this group is  
also flu id  and therefore also susceptible to positive and negative 
incluences* I f  a bottle neck in respect to  the means o f resettlement 
develops th is  group may retrogress to  a H sit-tight11 position and use 
as the ir reasons that no matter how much they want to rese ttle *  the 
means are not adequate and therefore resettlement is impossible* This 
group* s uncertainty may be only a lack o f adequate information as to 
the fu l l  scope o f WA* a program of resettlement* There is every indi­
cation that as they get more information on the background o f thinking 
which has gone into the WHA program that they become more and more 
confident o f the p oss ib ility  o f the success o f the resettlement program*

Their f i r s t  principal concern is with housing* They say that not 
more than 10$ o f the people own the ir property* Here i t  is  a question 
o f when they can get possession without creating antagonism on the part of 
the present tenants and the surrounding community*

A few may receive assistance in renting houses through friends*
Also c iv ic  groups may be helpful in making available to them the few 
vacancies which ex ist* But* since C a liforn ia 's  population has increased 
by about 25 percent since the war began* that there are just not enough 
house* to go around* Therefore, the scitation fo r the major part o f the 
problem w il l  rest with the FHA and other government agencies concerned 
with holding dwelling units*

I t  is  recognised that i t  would be mueh easier fo r  the FhA to  build 
housing for defense workers* many o f whom now reside in houses formerly 
occupied by the evacuees* However* since people are already crowded in 
apartments and often undesirable dwellings that the FHA would be unable 
to  keep up with the demand fo r houses* And since the evacuee is  rdb on 
the ground to  rent houses when they become vacant* that others would 
move into them as soon as & defense worker mowed into an FBA unit*

Therefore* they reason that the only solution in the c it ie s *  at 
least* is  fo r  the building o f FHA housing especia lly  earemarked for the 
evacuee* They realise th is  would be d i f f ic u lt  due to  community sentiment 
and building p r io r it ie s *  They oonolude* that i f  there are no houses 
availab le* and people are unable to leave the center by the end o f the 
year* what w i l l  become o f  them?
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They groat with & good deal o f enthusiasm the opening o f hostels 
on the Hast Coast, whioh would give a lim ited number o f fam ilies the 
opportunity to be on the ground to  look fo r houses*

They also say, i f  houses are not available in Californ ia , some 
people mho rea lly  want to  go book there, w i l l  have to  go elsewhere 
where houses are available*

The next step 1st assuming that we get housing, can we get p r io r ity  
to buy stoves, re frigerators and other household equipment?

Their second principal concern is :  regardless o f  whether we are 
Is se i or N ise i, there is  a poss ib ility  o f violence on the part o f 
scattered groups* Ifhat assurance do we have o f protection by the 
government?

The third principal concern is  with financia l a id , both fin ac ia l 
assistance in regard to  establishing the household and paying in it ia l  
liv in g  expenses u n til earningw o f  the head o f the household begins, and 
in regard to eap lta l loans to re-establish a business or farming enter«» 
prise*

the other questions being asked by th is  group in regard to the 
meohanlos o f resettlement were lis ted  in my weekly trend report of 
February 5rd*

The Council is  continuing to compile questions and problems o f 
th is  nature as they are expressed by the people* They have drawn up 
a l i s t  o f  these questions to be handed to Mr* D illon  % er when he 
arrives on Sunday in order that he w il l  be in a position to  c la r ify  
them in his speeches and conferences in the center*

I t  is  to be remembered that these questions do not necessarily 
present the Counoilf s thinking on resettlement, but they do represent 
the peoples9 thinking and uncertainty* The Council fe e ls  i t  their 
responsib ility as representatives to  present a l l  the questions to  the 
18& administration whioh are raised* The w riter fee ls  that th is  is  a 
very constructive approach and the questions should be very helpful to  
Mr* Myer in his discussions*

The Council is  to  be commended on their cooperation not only in 
compiling the most important questions expressed by residents, but aim» 
on carrying back the information to the residents in block meetings*
The present plan is to  compile the information Mr* Myer gives in his 
stay in the center and then hold block meetings to  pass i t  on to  the
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Xssei who are unable bo understand Snglish, They are very conscientious 
in regard to their responsib ility in giving a l l  the available informa­
tion  to  th e ir people#

It- is  recognised that many people in the center cannot fathom the 
complications o f the resettlement assistance and other WBA programs*
As a result they are suspicious o f  the ir workability ;  The Council 
and other thinking people see the necessity for sim plifying the 
information fo r  the people and to insure that every step in the program 
o f resettlement assistance is fu l l  proof and assured* When they are 
certain  themselves o f the program* and have confidence in it s  
p rac ticab ility  they are better able to a llev ia te  the uncertainty and 
suspicion o f the people*

Many people need to  be assured not only that they w il l  receive 
help through resettlement assistance in re-establishing their home, 
but that they w il l  also be able to receive help at some future time 
during a period o f need due to illn e s s , loss o f employment ©to.

Another argument o f  th is  general group, not the council, is* 
•granted that resettlement assistance is adequate fo r re-establishing 
one** home,, and is the best solution to the problem, i t  s t i l l  does 
not provide the inducement necessary to motivate people to action»
I f  an additional grant or compensation to a l l  fo r cooperating with the 
government in evacuation could be made i t  would have a great psycho­
log ica l e ffe c t  on the evacuee. The present grant o f #25,00 is to ta lly  
inadequate to  provide th is inducement»•

In presenting the questions which the Council has compiled, on© 
has recently been asked many times, "Beoognising that loyal evacuees 
are afraid o f  violenoe would i t  be possible to continue several 
relocation centers in operation fo r  the duration to  provide them 
protective custody?* This question was added in order to  adequately 
represent the wishes o f the f i r s t  group mentioned above who cannot 
make the in it ia l  decision to rese ttle  due to  fear# Sk  1

Another recently expressed attitude is  that "ISA has a Uie-print 
fo r liqu idation o f the center which i t  has not been expedient to 
announce as y e t. Because we don*t see how, under the present program, 
the centers can possibly be closed in a year,*

I I I#  The third group are those who have overcome the two 
above mentioned hurdles* have completed their plans for resettlement 
and are ready to  leave the center. Since January 3rd, 25 people have



relocated to  the evacuated area* and 76 have relocated to areas other 
than the evacuated area* At present over 300 people have approved 
plana fo r  their return to  the West Coast*

fialph McFarling 
CoHBiunity Analyst
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Amaoh©, Colorado

AIRMAIL
--------— February 15* 1945

TOi Dr* John H. Provinse, Chief, Coisaunity Hftnagwaent Division

ATTEKs Dr. Edward H. Spicer, Chief, Coaeaunity Analysis Section 

FM>Mi J. Ralph MoF&rling, Coaraunity Analyst

88» Weekly tread report

Mr. Dillon 5. ^yer was in the ©enter from  Sunday u n til Tueedav *

*da5 T * rd *  “ **  maetlaS o f th® residents in the High School Auditorium on Sunday evening, and met with various
Croup, including the Block Manager. A .L »b ly .  the 0 ^  c « d ”  
the Co-ordinating Conoittee, the board o f d irectors o f Co-operative 
Bhteiprl.ee> the High Sehool .tudente, the Women'* Federation, the 
Church groups and others. «

* 4— V "  P0 ,* ib,le * °  Eiv® °“ ly  general re.otiona to  hla v is i t  a t th i.  
l a ^ r v 1? ! ™ » ^ 1 rr otion ° f  * h® thinking people both Wise! and laael 
i® * , Th*  tea id ante generally recognised and responded
to the D irector'a s in cer ity , to the hard work which has been done and
t h e « 1̂  !  f ° r  °® th*  *est Co* at and throughout the oountry. 
airf L  aW* ” n* ' s o f the real situation which they face,
and o f the need to  think about th e ir future status in America.

®*® thinking residents seem to  have been aroused out Of their 
1* ea. f * t * l i *t io  attitude that no one, least o f  a l l  themesIves.

a OUt ??“ i0 ,9nti“ ant in Californ ia , that the only 
aoixition was m ilitary protection, to  a pleated realisation  that 

something ha. been done about i t  and that the WRA i f  figh ting th e ir 
b a ttle , fo r  them, Thus the element, o f cooperation end participation  

resistance. Many have said in  the past two days, "He 
•ee what Mr. Myer ha. been doing, and that he has had a hard job, he
oLoar»-£Swie£ K-* 2?”  U  “ P t0  ?• *• have fa ith  in him and to
° °  P*r*^* i’ :,m f ni hhe WHA program." People are rea lis ing that USA
w i e w J  e *°  ShOT!  th<® * pound • hut that la is cooperating

ith  them fo r  th e ir own welfare, and that there is something whioh they 
as evaoueee can do to further th e ir own future welfare by resettlin g  7  
th is  year. Every indication is  that the thinking people (including both 
H ieei and many o f  the younger Ie s e l)  are seeing the problem in a more 
positive ligh t whioh w i l l  eventually lead to  action/  These are they 
who are receptive, and when a trend develops in th is group, the lea .
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reception older la sei v i l i  fò l io » «

CHURCH QBOPPg

Representatives o f  the Protestant ^hurohes held a meeting on 
Tuesday evening which lasted u n til midnight« At this meeting they formed 
a Resettlement Committee to ass ist not only in the Chur oh problems in  
connection with resettlement, but to help work out individual problems 
o f church members and others« They have expréseed their desire to work 
with the Community Analyst and the Svaouee Helocation Information Bureau 
who are now housed in once o ff ic e  near the Co-op, Representatives from 
the Church group w i l l  be appointed to work in th is o f  flo e*

The present plan o f the Church group ia to help in the dissemination 
o f resettlement information to  the ir people, and to  develop hostels on 
the Coast« One o f the ministers is  leaving for a tour o f  the West Coast 
today* He w i l l  f in a lly  s e tt le  in Los Angeles to  establish a hostel 
there« Another minister who recently resettled to  Idaho w i l l  go to  
Los Angeles some time in Marsh to  work in the same hostel« Another 
minister s t i l l  in the center plans to  go to  Sacramento within the next 
few weeks to establish a hostel fo r  Sacramento and the surrounding 
community including Walnut Grove, M arysville, Tuba C ity, Livingston e tc « 
Their plan is  to  use the churches in the various areas as hostels* This 
w i l l  ca ll fo r  temporary remodeling o f  the ohurohea to  provide separate 
quarters« Since most o f the churches have kitchens, meals can be served 
on a communal plan« They would lik e  to  work out some plan fo r  financia l 
assistance with WRA and the Amarle an Friends Service Cosmittee fo r the 
development and operation o f these hostels* They fe e l that hostels 
established e t Los Angeles, San Francisco, Sacramento, Stockton, and 
Fresno w i l l  be able to  provide temporary quarters for evacuees returning 
to  these areas which include the most important centers o f th e ir  former 
occupation«

c o m m in  aowssnemt

Mr« Ifyer's speeches in the center reinforced the Council's construc­
t iv e  stand that there is  no advantage to be gained in questioning the 
fa c t o f  the center's closing, and that the important problems are those 
connected with the means o f resettlement« The Council has translated 
Mr* % e r 's  speeches and they beve been distributed to  the blocksi a 
number o f  block meetings have already been held which have been success­
fu l In getting over th is  positive and constructive approach to the 
residents«
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Three delegates le f t  Tuesday evening fo r  the Inter«Center Conference 
at Salt lake City* since they had already planned on i t *  However* with 
the c la r ific a t io n  o f the WRA program by Mr. % e r* there seemed to be a 
less urgent need fo r the conference in the Binds o f the Council Bombers.

ISSEI

The * s it- t igh t*  position o f many o f  the older Is s e i has become 
even less tenable as a result o f Mr. dyer's v is i t .  Their usual statement 
in regard to his speeches is  *eo that’ s i t *  w e l l . . . « *  In saying th is  
they indicate not merely that they had expected »ore  end were therefore 
disappointed * nor merely that a fte r  a l l  the resettlement problem is s t i l l  
the same old problem fraught with the same d if f ic u lt ie s *  tut something 
else a l i t t l e  more positive* that *something new has been added** a new 
idea* the beginning o f a new awareness o f the problem* possibly the 
beginning o f hope that the s ita tion  is  not as bad as i t  has looked to 
be •

One o f  the younger Is s e i who has given a lo t  o f thought to  re se ttle ­
ment and to the problems o f  the residents sees a d e fin ite  nedd to  develop 
some more meaningful label fo r  the le s o i; a name which when spoken would 
instantly d iffe ren tia te  them from the Japanese in Japan or "enemy Japs* 
as he put i t .  As he sees i t  the average Caucasian when he asks your 
nationality  immediately becomes suspicious when you say Japanese* because 
he immediately connects you in his own mind with the *enemy Japs* in 
Japan; he does not rea lise that your loya lty  to  America has been proven. 
But i f  suoh a name could be developed* and a campaign carried on through 
the reports o f f ic e  and newspapers to  make i t  and the loyal evacuee 
synonymous* that th is  would make l i f e  much more secure fo r  the Is se i 
outside Relocation Centers. I f  a hyphenated name is used, he prefers 
Amerloan-Japanese instead o f Japanese-American because the former puts 
the emphasis on the American• However* th is  t i t l e  is  not completely 
satisfactory to  him. Be also fee ls  that the B isei should drop the name 
o f *B isei* and be known outright as Americans*

J. Ralph McF*rling 
Community Analyst



RESIDENTS» QUESTIONS COMM LSD BY COUMOIL

Th© follow ing nr© the questions compiled by the Community Counoil» 
They were handed to Mr. % er on his a rr iva l, end were used by him as a 
basis fo r  his discussion with the Council on Monday afternoon»

AMACHK COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
Anache, Colorado

A SUMMARY OP PROBLEMS AND QUESTIONS SUBMITTED 
BY CENTER RESIDENTS

1.« Bousing
(a ) Has the government any plans re la tive  to housing problems o f 

relooatees (in  the Western Coast states or elsewhere)?
(b ) The problem w i l l  be solved i f  the government build houses fo r 

evacuees through the F»B»A»

B* Financial Aid
(a ) Anxious to obtain further detailed c la r ific a t io n  on Resettlement 

Assistance Program (amounts appropriated by Congress, States, e tc * ) .
(b ) Would lik e  to have assistance procedures sim plified f For instance, 

a c e r t ific a te  stating the to ta l amount o f assistance to  be
/granted by the involved agencies Federal and Local, be issued 
to  e l ig ib le  evacuees before they leave tbs center fo r 
resettlement.

i *  Protection o f L ife  and Property ,/*
(a )  Anxious to have a Presidential proclamation Issued so that fu l l  

protection he extended to relooatees and the ir properties»

4* Financial Aid to  the Se-establishment o f Former Enterprises
(a ) Having lost p ractica lly  everything a t the time o f evacuation 

evacuees are incapable to  re-establish themselves in the ir former 
economic enterprises unless seme forms o f financial aid be made 
available to them, preferably by the Federal Government»

(b ) Is  i t  possible fo r  the government to make long-period loans at 
low interest-rates?

6» Insurance
(a ) W ill the Federal government exert its  influence over private 

insurance companies so as to  make available various forms o f 
insurance to relooatees?
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§6» License
( t )  W ill Mr* Myer be kind enough to make such recommendations to the 

various local governmental authorities concerned so that a l l  
kinds o f license he made lo ca lly  available to relooateesf

(b ) Unless such licenses be granted without discrimination, evacuees 
cannot rees tab lish  themselves in licensed trades, services, e tc «

?• Movement Restrictions
(a ) Would lik e  to find out whether or not the trave l restrictions be|f 

a llev ia ted  fo r a lien  members o f the fam ilies whose sons, daughters, 
husband s or brothers are serving in the armed services as w ell 
as fo r those aliens whose loya lty  to  the U.S* government has been

S H E  ■ proved and is  recognised» :

8« P r io r ity  fo r  Necessary Goods
(a ) On such good8 as farm machinery, household furnishings, e tc . ,  

unless some special considerations (p r io r ity ) are given, 
relooatees oannot se tt le  and earn live lihood »

0* ^ Cancelling o f  Leases
(a ) Lmig-ter» leases ( fo r  the duration) were made on farms, h<&8Ss,Jf 

and other properties a t the time o f evacuation# Unless such 
leases are rendered lega lly  cancellable, the evacuees thus tied  jy  
up find i t  impossible to resettle*

10» Evacuee Property Removal
(a )  The announced time fo r  removing evacuee property from the ware­

houses governmental or the WRA creates hardshipsj to  a lle v ia te  
the situation , the property owning evacuees would lik e  to have an 
extent lorn o f  time fo r  the fo l  leering reasons i

Due to  unsettled conditions and the lack o f space in /Sp 
new home8 to be, most o f  the household goods cannot "X 

H|be- used or stored In such homes* :̂;

11» Power o f  Attorney
(a )  Would lik e  to  have farther c la r ific a tio n .

12» Legal Advising O ffices
(a )  I t  Is  desired that legal o ff ic e s  be established 1» various

lo c a lit ie s  to  render free  legal sides to  re locates s who in tends 
to rese ttle  in- such places* i  v

18» Naturalisation o f Xssel
(a ) Anxious to  know whether or not the government intends to make 

those loya l Xssel e l ig ib le  fo r  naturalisation*
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14« Schools
(s )  Anxious fo r  continued operations o f  the schools u n til the center 

is  closed*

Id* The foregoing qutries constitute the store important o f thé
problems re la tive  to  relocation and re «settlement as the center 
residents think: on the basis o f th e ir desire to carry out the 
governments announced po licy . They are presented to  the 
authorities concerned fo r  their serious* sympa the t io  consideration.
That the residents are in need o f the assistance along the lin e 
is  obvious. There are doubtless sene (may be many) loyal evacuees 
irtio desire to remain in th is center (or in some other center) fo r  
the duration fo r  the simple reason o f  th e ir  in ab ility  to  see how 
they can relocate and re «se tt le  outside unless they are given the 
assistance indicated above. As i t  is  well-¿mown many men are aged* Their 
sons are in the armed services*' Their female dependents are mostly 

also old or minors. Those in productive age «groups ftre re la t iv e ly  
few in number.
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SB« Hfeekly trend report

GENERAL REACTIONS TO RESETTLEMENT

The impetus given to  positive planning fo r  resettlement by Mr*
Sfyerfe v is i t  to  the center continues strong* There is general acceptance 
o f the fact th%t the centers w i l l  close within the year* Nearly every* 
one you ta lk  with now haa acme plan in mind) they are e ither planning 
to  go east or west sometime during the year* Many Isse l who, p rior to 
l i f t in g  the exclusion order did not even discuse resettlement, now ere 
saying« "Our friends are going out or planning to go out, wo don’ t  
want to be le f t  here alonej we had better find some place to  go too*"

In regard to C aliforn ia , many aro waiting a month or so u n til the 
weather is  a l i t t l e  warmer, or u n til they aro a l i t t l e  more sure that 
sentiment Is sa tis factory , or both* They seem to  fe e l  that by May both 
factors w i l l  bo favorable* %  that time the stead ily increasing tr ick le  
o f returning evacuees w i l l  have resettled many people in th e ir former 
homes in C a liforn ia , and they w i l l  be in a position to  be helpful to  
others in resettling* At the same time, sentiment w il l  have been given 
an adequate test* At present the general attitude is  "wait a l i t t l e  
while longer* I t  w i l l  work out, but don’ t  be in too much °T a hurry*"

During the fourteen day period from February 20th to  March 6th,
155 terminal leaves were issued* Of these 114 le f t  the center* 45, or 
roughly 40 percent returned to  the evacuated area and 69, or roughly 
60 percent went to  areas other than the evacuated area* This represents 
a gradually aocelerated resettlement over the previous 14 day period*

UTTER-CENTER CONFERENCE

The delegates returning from the Inter-Center Conference at Salt 
take C ity , Utah, have made th e ir report to  the Council* ?hey also re ­
ported to the center at large by means o f s mass meeting at which the 
attendance was approximately 150* There has been very l i t t l e  noticeable 
reaction* People in general do not seem to be thinking on a group basis
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sueli at that implied by the Inter-Center Gonferenoe* They are rathar 
thinking and planning resettlement on an individual family basis which 
is  aontinulng at an accelerated rata*

The f i r s t  few days o f the conference were spent in arranging the 
program and the agenda through committees, The agenda eoianlttee com­
piled a l l  the problems brought to the conference by the delegates In 
written fora. There was a to ta l o f 176 whleh the committee reduced to  
36 requests and 16 statements o f  fact* These were then discussed in 
open conference and f in a lly  reduced to  21 requests and 12 statements o f 
fao t.

Thers was a read ily apparent d ivis ion  in attitudes o f the various 
©enters. Tdpas, Heart Mountain, G ila , Poston and Minidoka were committed, 
apparently, to  a strong resolution in favor o f keeping the centers open 
fo r  the duration while Granada and *ohwer were convinced that such a 
resolution would not be accepted by WBA and that there was nothing to bo 
gained in pushing it *

The Topa* delegation, i t  is  a lleged , came to the conference with 
three propositions, the f i r s t  o f which was a strong resolution fo r  
keeping the centers open fo r the duration* I t  is  alleged the Topes 
delegation demanded that th is  proposition be passed on favorably by the 
conference f i r s t  before anything e lse  was done or i t  would withdraw its  
delegation from the conference* Granada and Kohwer opposed th is  type 
o f  pressure* The Granada delegation went on record that i f  suoh a method 
were used that there would be no use o f holding a conference at a l l*
Mr* Kawashiri, Granada Council Chairman, recommended that th is  resolu­
tion  be considered last instead o f f i r s t .  This suggestion was fin a lly  
adopted* .R y : , : y

Barly d ifference arose over the number o f  delegates to  be seated. 
Granada and Bohwer each had 3 delegates but sons o f the larger centers 
had 4, 6 and 6 delegates* I t  was argued by the larger centers that 
delegates should be seated on the basis o f population represented rather 
than by centers* This proposal was opposed by Granada and Rohwer, but 
was passed over their opposition*

Another point which was discussed at length was the matter o f in ­
v it in g  the Spanish Consul to  the meeting* Here again Granada and Rohwer 
opposed, arguing that the Spanish Consul* s in terest was only with the 
Is s e i and that the ir problems should be taken up with him on an individual 
basis at the oenters. This attitude prevailed and the matter was tabled*

The fin a l resolution regarding center closure was a compromise which 
tempered its  tone from a rig id  demand to  a more fle x ib le  request in which
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the conference In making i t  did not go out on a limb, and did not assume 
a position from whloh i t  could not retreat»

There is some interest in the «enter over the answer to  th is  resolu­
tion , tu t a fte r  Mr» Myer#s v is i t  few here have any illusions about the 
success o f  the resolution and are continuing their planning on an indi­
vidual family bads*

RESETTLED OUTSIDE THE EVACUATED AREA

Many o f the older H lsel and younger Iese i who have fam ilies and 
are looking to the future are not at a l l  sure they ever want to  go book 
to  tho West Coast» They are d lssatls fiod  with their treatment there and 
are pessim istic as to possible improvement o f sentiment in the future*
They would lik e  better opportunities fo r th e ir  children and a sense o f 
freedom from restrictions fo r  themselvss» They fe e l confident o f th e ir 
a b il ity  to  make a place fo r  themselves in the east»

One such man has spent several months in Kansas C ity, worked during 
the harvest o f  peaches in Colorado, has v is ited  Texas and recently made 
a tr ip  to his ome community in Californ ia where he owns property whloh 
is  leased u n til Bovemher 1st» He reports that California is  livab le  fo r 
the evacuee, and that oondltlons are such that the evacuee ean return 
i f  the return Is undertaken slowly and is not concentrated in a fow 
areas» He f e l t ,  however, that California might be more desirable as a 
relocation p oss ib ility  fo r  the Isse l because they do not mind so much 
being segregated* They have been used to  such restrictions In the past, 
and they have th e ir Xssei friends upon whom they ean depend fo r  th e ir  socia l 
l i f e  whloh is satisfactory to  them because o f th e ir  in a b ility  to speak 
English» In other words I t  is  an adaptation made by the Is s e l to  his 
sooial situation which has oompensations fo r  him» However, he f e l t  that 
fo r the E lse !, sueh an adaptation held neither compensations nor a hope­
fu l outlook fo r  the future* He f e l t  the sooial climate o f Californ ia 
was not as good as i t  was in pre-evacuation days* Also he has worked 
in  Kansas City and elsewhere outside the evacuated area and has experi­
enced acceptance without racia l discrimination» When he eompares th is 
new sense o f freedom with a California whloh is  not as good as i t  was 
before evacuation, ho has l i t t l e  desire to  return» Be says, "When you 
have been outside Californ ia , and have come into contact with people 
who have a more broadminded attitude toward raoe, and then return to  
Californ ia where the situation is less favorable than i t  was prior to 
evacuation, you are not encouraged to  go back, but rather to  go somewhere 
e lao •" • ,v

*iWM,
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hODEETO

There seems to  be a pretty general fee lin g  among former residents 
o f Modeste that sentiment there is not favorable* I t  is  tied  up with 
knowledge regarding the government hospital whieh is  established there 
and bourse about Z ,000 oonvalsoent sa ilors* The reason given fo r  th is 
fear o f the unfavorable attitude o f sa ilors ie  that there are no H isei 
in the Wavy and therefore« the sa liere have had no opportunity to  some 
into contact with Wisei* Soldiers on the other hand have been figh ting 
along sido o f Hi sal and respect the ir a b il ity  and sp ir it*

¿Oí; mo&lES PRODUCE

Former toe Ángeles produce dealers fe e l  that there w i l l  be l i t t l e  
opportunity fo r  them to  get book into this business at ones* They say 
that the Fruit Wholesalers have organised unions to re s tr ic t  the time 
o f opening markets to 6 a*a* This they fe e l Is  unfair to Vegetable 
Wholesalers because fru it  can be put Into storage without harm« but 
vegetables have to be sold the same day they are pioked* Vegetable men 
start the ir day at somewhere between midnight and 5 a»m* They s e l l  to 
r e ta il  dealers within 300 miles o f Eos ángeles who buy early and then 
truck the produce to the ir stores and put them on display in time for 
the day's trade* ^haa the action o f the unions in th is  instance is  
unfair to  vegetable wholesalers* Whether th is regulation is  sp ec ifica lly  
designed to  re s tr ic t  opportunities o f evacuees in  the produoe business 
is  not known*

A former market man says that Mr* Robertson, WRA O fficer »in Eos 
Angeles and himself a former market man has expressed his opinion that 
i t  would be better fo r the evacuee not to return to  the 7th and 9th street 
markets because o f the opposition there o f those who have taken over the 
markets« but to start anew in some other section*

HE* SASAdHIKA' S VISIT TO FHKSBO

A good deal o f concern is  f e l t  among both the administrative s ta ff  
and the evacuees in the center over the experience o f Mr* Sasashima and 
Mr* Yamashita on an Investigatory tr ip  to Fresno last week* The purpose 
o f  the tr ip  was to  investigate an o f fe r  made in Mr* Yamashita by Dutch 
Leonard who wanted to  omploy SO to  100 evacuóos in h is 1400 aero vino* 
yard s ix  miles oast o f Fresno*

The center Relocation O ffice  in a telephone conversation with the 
Fresno O ffice  understood that the Qkonogi Hospital in Fresno was being 
used as a hostel since i t  was no longer being used as a hospital due to  
the fao t that Dr* Okonogi is  in the army*

1



Mr* Sfesaahims and Mr* Tama shits Xaft quite hurriedly to  investigate 
the employment opportunity offered* Mr* Sasashima expeoted to  he gone 
fo r SO days at least and Mr* Tamaahita fo r 10 days* They both returned 
unexpectedly within a week* X am attaching a report made by Mr* Sasashima 
o f th e ir  experience while in  Freeno*

The two investigators f e l t  d e fin ite ly  that the Fresno O ffieo  had not 
followed through in helping them to  arrange plans fo r  the relocation o f 
themselves and 60 or more fam ilies*

They plan to  return* however, with 60 heads o f fam ilies to  work.for 
Mr* Leonard about the f i r s t  o f A pril* However* in the meantime they 
fe e l that the situation in Fresno requires considerable attention to  
insure favorable consideration fo r  the group*

The loca l o ff ic e  is  making a complete report together with a copy 
o f Mf* Sasashima* • report to the San Francisco O ffice*

*?• Ralph Mo Far lin g  
Community Analyst



Report by Mr* Sasashima on V is it  to  Fresno, 
Californ io

On February 27, 1946, Mr. Yamashita and X le f t  Amaehe by tra in  fo r  
Fresno, Californ ia, on a short tern leave, arriving at Fresno Santa Fe | 
depot at 8120 p*m. on March 1st, As we entered the Halting room we 
notioed 3 F ilip ino  non lo ite r in g  around, but d idn 't pay much attention 
as we thought they were waiting fo r  their tra in* So I  went into the 
telephone booth to c a ll Mr* Fisoher, WHA Be location O fficer there, but 
1 d idn 't know his telephone number* so J asked the operator to connect 
me with Mr* Paul J* Fischer o f  the WRA o fflo e *  The operator's reply 
was, "Sorry, no such name or address in the d irectory•* 1 repeated
again, but her answer was the same* Disgustedly I  stepped out o f the 
booth and noticed the three men watching us cautiously*

Then we hired a ta x i to go to  Okonogi Hospital (former hosp ita l, 
now used as a rooming house) as recommended by Mr* Knodel as th is  
place was being used as a hostel* Me neared the hospital so I  lookdd 
back to  see i f  the assn were following us* Yes* they were righ t behind 
us in the ir ear* As we stopped in front o f the Okonogi Hospital* they 
parked behind as* so I  walked up to  th e ir oar and asked* "What's the 
purpose o f follow ing ust" They rep lied , "What business have you coming 
here?" I  answered* "What business have you to find out! I'm working 
fo r  the WHA* Qlve me your name* address* end license number** That 
seemed to  have seared them* as there was not answer and they immediately 
shifted the gear and sped away. X looked for the license but the t a i l  
ligh t was completely out*

i l l ! ' A fter the Incident, we wont up to  the Okcmogi^jospital and knocked|| 
on the door* Mrs* D iel answered the foor and asked us to  come in* As 
we entered* we told her p re -arrangement had been made thru Mr* Knodel 
to  stay there* She informed us that she did not hare any word from the 
WRA o ffic e  about their coming, nor arrangement to  use the place as a 
hostel* Mrs* D iel further stated that she was just hired by Dr* Okonogi, 
who is  now in the Army, to  act as caretaker o f the property* While we 
were talking to  Mr* and Mrs* D ial, a young Japanese boy, who was staying 
there, came out and" he suggested Tom Inouye'a plaoe as he had heard 
they had some extra beds* We la ter learned that the fe llo w 's  name was 
Kawai» la te  that night we walked to  Tom Xnouyo's home which was 6 blocks 
away from Okonogi hospital*

We spent that evening at Mr* and Mrs* Inouye'a hot» and early next 
morning we went to a nearby restaurant (former Japanese section) to have 
breakfast and again we were followed by groups o f F ilip inos* We were 
being watched as we ate breakfast and as I  went up to the cashier to pay* 
they stood around the cashier counter* Then we hired a tax i to  go to the 
WHA o ff ic e *  Mr* Fischer was in the o ff ic e  so we mentioned to  him about 
the Okonogi hospital not being used as a hostel* Mr* Fischer's statement 
was* " I t 's  too bad you d idn 't have bettor arrangement, but i t 's  none o f 
ay business to find you a sleeping plaoe** " I ' l l  drive you two over to



1

Ztoteh Leona ni *s plaoe la  my oa r/  (The purpose o f  our tr ip  was to  see 
Duteh Leonard on a farm contract d ea l.) This was 6 miles east o f Fresno.

As we reached there, Mr. Flsoher said, "Hare we are boys/ and he 
introduced us to Hr. H. B. Leonard (e lder brother o f Dutch Leonard) and 
he returned to  town saying that he was too busy. Mr. Leonard told us that 
Duteh was s t i l l  in bed and he showed us around the rtnch fo r about an 
hour, then we ease back to  Dutch Leonard#s home and talked with him 
a l l  afternoon about the deal. He wanted 50 family heads at present and 
la ter need about 150 men* He also stated that rooms w il l  be furnished, 
wages w i l l  be $.80 an hour, #1.50 meal obarges per day.

About 8*00 that evening, Mr. B* B. Leonard drove us back to  Tom 
Inouye, s home, and we again spent the night with them, «h ile  we were 
talking with Mr. and Mrs. Inouye that evening, they mentioned that 
the Chief o f P o lio « and detectives o f Fresno had said to them, "What 
did you come back fo r t*  " I t ’ s no time to  come baokj better go back to 
camp. Then we told  them about the F ilip in o  incident and Mrs. Inouye 
said that Mr. Kawal and they had same trouble with the F ilip inos.
So they were quite worried.

Bext morning, Msroh 8, 1945, we telephoned Dutch Leonard to come 
into town to  fin ish  up the deal. Mr. Leonerd arrived about 11*00 in 
the morning and talked fo r  about two heure. Be took us to  the WfiA o f f ic e ,  
but Mr. Fischer was ready to  leave fo r San Francisco to attend a meeting so 
he d idn 't have much time to  ta lk  to  us but we asked again to make arrange­
ment fo r  ua for a place to stay, but he said, *1 don’ t  know anything about 
outside, Ï  just fo llow  the WHA po licy .*  Mr. Fischer was rushing as he 
had to oatoh the 8*00 p.*u tra in . We didn’ t  have a ohanoe to t e l l  him about 
the F ilip in o  incident as he l e f t  immediately.

And we le f t  Fresno that evening to return to  Amaohe.

We are now back in Amaohe to  arrange 60 men to  take back with us to  
Fresno around the f i r s t  o f A p ril. *
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Loot week we enolosed with o u f  weekly trend report a copy o f 

Mr* Basashlata* e report on hie scouting tr ip  to  Fresno* the substance 
o f which was that he and Mr* Yamashita had not received the help they 
had expected to  roeelve fren  the WBA O ffice in regard to  making arrango* 
merits fo r  employment, temporary liv in g  quarters and resettlement aséis* 
tanoe* And that further they had experienced aote o f intimidation by 
F ilip inos who followed them around#

th is report was made to the Council and the Co-ordinating Committee* 
Tho Assistant Co-ordinator asked the Vice-Chairman o f the Council 'to 
ass ie t Hr* S* in w riting up hie report in ordor that tho problem eould 
be presented to  the Bead o f  the Relocation Division in Washington fo r 
appropriate action* Ib is  was done*

th is  week Mr» Y* appeared before the Council and stated that 
Hr« S* *s statement we* grossly exaggerated, that F ilip in o  boye did not 
fo llow  them and that Mr* 8* had reportad what he had heard and not what 
ho had exporlenood*

In tho meantime, Mr* $•** statement had appeared in the Pioneer and 
caused many who had planned to  ge to the Fresno job  to  change the ir 
minds*

I t  appears that there were two motives involved in these two reports« 
Hr * 3* desired to Influence 1M  to  greater a c t iv ity  to  correct a situation 
in Fresno whieh he considered to  be unfavorable to resettlement with the 
idea that he eould not encourage evacuee friends to  go to  Fresno unless 
seas a c tio » wore undertaken by the V8& there* Hr* Y *, on the other hand, 
was not concerned about the situation in Fresno but only about tho e ffe c t  
o f Mr* $**s report on the center residents*



In the meant Sate a Mr* Roane from Rohwer m e 4» the center to oonsult 
with Mr* 7 *  In regard to  recru iting a number o f the workers needed from 
Roheer*

P la in ly Mr* Y* and Mr* 3* were competing fo r  leadership o f  the group* 
th is cane out not only In the way each presented his Information» hat 
also In the plan fo r board o f the men at the vineyard* there is  a boy#s 
oastp on the ranch which Is  to be used to house about 100 non* Mr* f • 
favored the plan o f reeru ltiag single men and to board them a t the camp 
there fo r  fl*S0 per day each* th is would be su ffic ien t to  pay one person 
fo r  the operation o f the camp* An alternate plan was suggested by Mr* $• 
to h ire a cook and divide the expense o f the food among the boarders* 
thus i t  was fa i t  that eeeh man would only have to  pay 70/ or 80/ each 
per day* Mr* Leonard agreed to pay the salary o f the cook and helper 
and provide the housing without east*

Since the la t te r  plan was adopted on a t r ia l  basis fo r  two months*
I t  may ha vs been the oause o f tho disagreement between Mr* Y* and Mr* S *
Mr* Y* was interested in  managing the boy*s camp on a 'p ro f it  basis* As 
a result* he has been prim arily interested in  reondblng single men fo r 
the work presumably because they would remain as constant boarders o f  
the boy*s camp* Heads o f  fam ilies would leave the boy*a  oaap as soon 
as they made arrangements fo r housing fo r ths ir fam ilies on the ranch*
Mr* A* was primarily concerned with recruiting heads o f fam ilies because 
he f e l t  they would be more stable Influence in the community* and i t  
would enable them to  bring out their fam ilies as fa s t as the tenant 
houses on the ranch were sweated*

Disagreement between Mr* Y* end Mr* 3* was fin a lly  resolved in the 
typ ica l fashion through the medium o f an evacuee go-between in the 
Chairman o f  the Community Council* I t  was f in a lly  decided that Mr* Y* 
should he the leader end Mr* 3* would go «long with him*

The Council mod the Sv&ouee Information Bureau is w riting a 
statement fo r  the Pioneer to counteract the negative e f fe c t  o f Mr* $*f s 
report and to  assure the residents that ftra Is  taking d e fin ite  action 
to  provide protection fo r  people going to  Fresno*

At th is  date the whole a f fa ir  seems lik e  a tempest in a. teapot 
but i t  reinforces the conviction that there Is no substitute far 
accurate information presented without bias* whether i t  Is presented 
by the evacuee or the administrative s ta ff*  I t  appears that Mr* S**s 
report was colored by hie desire to  influence WBA to  action and as such 
beeams propaganda* Also M rs Y**s report was colored by h is desire to  
recru it men and also was propaganda* Somewhere in between l i e  the 
actual facts which i f  accurately presented would probably have accomplished 
both purposes without creating negative repercussions*
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la  eay eiteatlon laeelviag taforaotlaa thm ««aooeee fee l« teak Uà I  
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’ Wany oaater residente bath employable peeple «ho bare no houeeholA 
gooA« and pernonent AepenAente ara laaklng to rm ré  la  t e l a  plana lag to  
resettlesent assistane© aa «a  laportant alA la  helping t e a  to  re-eatablleh 
thenselees« fo t  only ore a la t  o f  questione belng aakaA «boni I t ,  hot 
they ara «a it la g  oaxloaaly fa r  t e  boaklet deaeri bine thè procedarea fa r  
obtaialag I t  la  Aebeil «hAeh «aa proaleaA by mm a f  t e  teh lag tcn  O ffla la ia  
f l i ì l t i i  la  t e i  oaater«

The pastora a f  raaetlaa ta  th la  typa o f  alA 1« fa a l l la r  ta oaater 
pereonnel alnee I t  fa llowa tea pattern la  regarA to  mny other «BA 
po llo lae* teere «aa  a t f l r e t  a great Aeal o f  probeat agalnet tea neoee* 
s lty  a f  applylag fa r  aeeletaaea aa a need basi« sino* i t  InplieA eharlty* 
There «ae la te r  proteet that t e le  iaparteat fonetica (aiaee i t  beoaae 
aoeeptaA that th la t^pe a f aeelatanee «ae ta  be «eeA ineteaA a f a blanket 
great) «aa being taraeA aver ta  atear agonale« and «ae aot te  be henAleA 
by thè Wàm la re  i t  le  erlAent teat traneferenaa ha« 1®A te  a sena* o f 
AepenAenoy «h leh le  «a tie f^ ln g  to  tee eeeoiiee« Se naturalìy ree la te aay 
aheage la  t e le  relabianahlp e t  f l r e t  aaÀjenperleneee e l i  tee fiore#
Aoubts end eeaee e f  rajeotion a f  tee individuai «ha le  r a p ir e i  ta  
reaeeane respanaibi!ity fa r  hle ovai l l f e  la  a animai eitnetion «

la  t e le  eonnoetloa alee fS i  «ae  a t e a  quantity end arasi tbnugh 
I t e  p e lle le e  «e re  aot eleeye aaooptable» to  tee ©«eeaeee «ey  e f  telnklng# 
e t i l i  they f e l t  that WRà perso&ael andar#tood tee evaetseee* paeltiaa 
batter then other agonale«« Oe tea other hanA0 tee Helfere ® rm p  outsld© 
tee eeatare «ae  « b ankaaan quaatity oe f é «  peeple hoA hod any Aeallage



with i t  lie fo r « evacuation therefor« they f e l t  insecurity when i t  wee 
assigned th is p o r t e n t  function* I t  would hews been the ««me had i t  
been any other ageney as the evacuee baa l i t t l e  eonfidenee in le ea l 
o f f ic ia ls *

A fter earefu l explanation on the part o f the personnel« th is  attitude 
was la te r  followed by an acceptance o f  the Social Security Beard as tho 
agent fo r  resettlement assistance* But in explaining the work o f the 
Board and in deva lu ing assurance in the evacuee that tho Board would 
function to their advantage« WBA no doubt over-emphasised the dependence 
which eould be placed in i t  and tho range o f  tho service which would bo 
availab le*

Bow that tho evacuee has accepted th is  procedure« SBA learns that 
the loca l welfare boards have certain lim itations in acting as an agent 
t&r the resettlement assistance fund« as i t  in some e a is i is  f e l t  to  
impair their program o f oategoricsl assistance by sotting precedents 
which eannot be extended to its  other c lien ts* WfiA then faces the 
problem o f working within the lim its o f its  agent the Welfare Board*
I f  so the success o f the resettlement program may be impaired by the 
lim itations o f the agent*

At the beginning o f  tho planning there was a f e l t  necessity re cog* 
nised both by tho evacuee and the BEA that financia l assistance is needed 
by a certain percentage o f resettlera  in re-establishing the household* 
Xhe necessity s t i l l  ex ists and is in no wise lessened by the cere fa c t 
that the agent has inhibitions* the only d ifference is  that the method 
o f providing assistance has proved inadequate• 3he need remains the 
came*

At present i t  appears necessary to discourage the evacuee who is  
employable from applying fo r  resettlement assistance for household goods 
because Us I f  are O ffic ia ls  do not provide furniture fo r their a m  people 
exoept in tho ease o f  f i r e «  flood or disaster* I t  is d i f f ic u lt  to see 
hew loss o f  furniture due to  tho exigencies o f evacuation is  any 
d iffe ren t in net-resu lt from loss o f furniture due to  f ir e *  flood or 
d isaster* Tho e ffe c t  on the evacuee o f this situation is  not only to  
confuse him* but also to cause him to  further lose fa ith  in WBA*s 
po lic ies*

Stories o f people applying fo r  resettlement assistance on tho 
outside and being referred from place to place without receiving help 
circu late extensively in the center with d e fin ite ly  harmful e f f ec t *
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