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2234 ‘olegm h Avenue
“erkeley, Valif,

Fobruary 65,1944

lir, Haurice ¥, Harrison
111 Sutter Street
San Fradedsco, Cal.

Deay lr, Harrison:

I have just returned from a menth with 0.5.8.
where I worked on certain speoial problems. Vhile in "ashington,
I took ouvcasion to consult high officials in the Var, “tate, and
obher departments, as wedl as fur top men in YRA, One issue theb
I discussed was as follows,

Now that BRkEh war and navy &fficials have announced
that ¢ ere is no further danger of attack by the Japanese on the
Tiest Coast, is it not time to bring an injunctlon against the "ar
“epartment which would establish the right of all evacuess ¢o Yo=
turn to the Coast, if and when they might wish?

0f the four government and other lawyers whom I
discussed this question with, three favored bringing such a suit
in the near future. The one who dissented sald that sinece the
‘ar lgepartmnt would be forced to defend its continuance of the
present polloy, under the President's Executive Order of February
19,1042, timt fact would furnish the arrbi.-'japanase eohorts on this
Coast with excellent propagands material to keep the publie arcused
and antagonistic. One of the four lawyers was froem fawail, where
he had been in the thick of the whole lmbeas corpus case, as well
as of the liberal polisy pursusd by the Army there, and he felt
that the gains of a suit would oubwiegh the possible losses, I%
would probably require about a year anyway for the suit to ocome
to a showdown, it was sald,

I wonder what you think of the propesal, from the
viewpoint both of the law and the effects on publie opinidn,
The other mtter is whotherver not soms attemph

should be made to secure compensation for the ewvaguees for the mpe
financial J98ses caused thom by the evacuation. The equity of i%

is generally admitted, but as to the advisability and likelihood of
winning the case, there is grave doubt expressed by manye.

I should add that I did not originate or push either
proposal, but am naturally interested and eager to pget them wisely
deoided,

Sincerely yours

Galen M, Fisgher
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Mr. Galen M. Fisher,

Committee on American Principles
and Falr Play,

2234 Telegraph Avenue,

Berkeley, California.

m glad to hear that you are back in

I have given considerable thought to the question
which you put in your letter of February 5, with respect to
the advisability of bringing suit for the purpose of deter-

mining the right of evacuees to return to the ccast. My own

it would not be wise to bring such a sult at

the present time. The Circuit Court of Appeals has recently

held that the original evacuation order was valid. I do not
know whether application has been made to the Supreme Court

of the United States for a review of this decision. In any
case, I doubt whether at the present time any federal judge

in this circuit would be inclined to hold that the discretion
of the army with respect to permitting the return of the
evacuees should be interfered with by the courts. Furthermore,
it 1s my belief that the institution of such a suit might

hurt our cause and give color to the claim that our principal
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Mr. Galen M,

purpose was to secure the immediate return to the coast of
persons of Japanese ancestry even though the military authori-
ties considered such return unwise. You no doubt realize

the tremendous build-up of the campaign of race prejudice
which has occurred within the past few months, particularly

in Southern California, as the result of the efforts of the
Hearst press and the Los Angeles "Times." This unfortunate
situation has been corrected to some extent by publicity

given the efforts of our soldiers of Japanese descent. Never-
theless, the situation is a delicate one and I should hesitate
to provoke another outburst by legal proceedings which might
prove to be fruitless. Altogether it is my judgment that

the time is not opportune for such proceedings.

Hoping to see you soon, I am

<
J

Yours sincerely,

@\ AR AN SR - K RNNAAN YA
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Dre Arthur C., McGiffert, Jr
2234 Telegraph Avenue
Berkeley, California

Dear Dre Mc Giffert:

Your letier reached me ¥his morning and this afternoon the copy
of Sergeant Kurcki's speech, a very fine oney, tco. I shall be very glad
to see the pages of excerpts and we may wish to order some for distribu=-
tion.

Last Wednesday Mr. Cozzens telephoned me from San Francisco, sug-
gesting that it might be a fine thing for our Pasadena Cgapter to use Ben
Kuroki at a meetinge He to0ld me how moved some of the not especially
friendly people were by the talke I asked if he had talked with you or Mr,
Fisher as to the advisability of this and he s2id he head not but would do
so at oncee I said I could not say thet we would ask him to speek under our
auspices until our executive committee considered ity but I would not even
consult them until we heard that the leaders of the Pacific Coast group

approvede %o e & vl iy

I could not tell from your letter whether you meent it was wise
for our group to ask him to speak or note I would like this cleared as soon
as possible for if we do not use him, I should like to suggest to Dre Albert
Edward Day that he might arrange a meetings So may I hear from you on thisg
at your early convenience}

I do not know why N.B.Ce refused him t¢ speak because it was "con-
troversial". A week ago they let Dr. Carruthers give an equally controver-
sial talke He claimed it was an answer to Dillon Myer. I surely hope that
Kurcki can speak at Town Hall.

I enclose copy of a letter from LéeutenantRobert A. Smith of the
USMCR which ceme air mail a few days agoe We do not have permission to use
it with his neme in publicity but your office may wish it for The filex
The "poem" which ceme with it gave me a hearty laugh and I think could stand
some passing arounde.

Sincerelyryours,

f}%aua/2NVL*AK-°)“&}I$%foRzl*KLh‘




Ralph E. Smelizer, Director
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Mr. Yalen Fisher

Committee on American Principl
165 California Street

Sgn Francisco, Yglifornia

Legr friend:

Since the recent announcement by the War Lepartment
that selective service is to be reinstituted for Japanese
Americans, I hesve made a survey of the young men coming to
the Drethren Kelocation Hostel, I have discovered that
almost all of them wish to serve in non-segregated units
of the srmed forces asnd want an opportunity to be assigned
to the various branches of the armed forces.

in a recent communication to all the project directors,
relocation supervisors, and the relocation officers on the
sub jeet of "Questions and Answers on New Selective Service
frocedures for Japanese Americans", sent by John H. ¥rovinse,
Acting Director of the War Relocation Authority, I find the
following questions end answers:

"Question: Where in the army will the Japsnese
Americans serve?

Answer: *hey will serve wherever the United
States sends them; however, it is anti-
cipated that after basic training the
ma jority of inductees will be assigned
for service with the 100th Battalion
or the 442nd Combat LTeam.

Questiongs Is there an opportunity to get into the
Navy? The *arines? The Army Air Forces?
The Armored Force?

Answers Inductions are suthorized only for the
Army. Inductees will not be assigned
to duty with the Air Forces or the
Armored Force?"

Central Offices

Brethren Service Committee: M. R. Zigler, 22 S. State St., Elgin, Ill.
Relief and Rehabilitation; Leland S. Brubaker, 22 S. State St., Elgin, Ill.




On behalf of the Japanese Americans who do not wish
to enter segregated units, and in behalf of others of us
who do not beleieve in racial segregation, I have recently
written to Secretary of War Stimson in this regard. I am
enclosing a copy.

At a recent meeting of the Chicago Advisory Committee
for Evacuees, a somewhat similar letter was drafted which is
to be sent to Mr, Stimson, on behalf of the Cormittee by the
chairman, Dr. Kollend Schloerb, I am enclosing a copy of
this letter which is the first firaft, and may be revised by
the chairman.

From the above guestions and answers, and from the
reply of my letter to Mr. Stimson, it seems apparent that
the W“ar Department has not yet decided as to whether or
not it will assign the Japanese American inductees to segre=
gated or non-segregated units. I am sure that letters to the
War Department from interested nisei and from other interested
citizens will have considerable bearing upon the War Depart -
ment's final deeision. I understand that the 100th Nisei
Battalion was forged largely at the request of Hawsiian nisei.
The only way the War Depertment has of knowing that the
majority of the nTsel do not favor segregated units, or at
least want & choice between segregated and non-segregated
units 16 for those nisei concerned to write their desires
directly to the poliey-making body. Likewise, those of us
who will not be affected by the recent announcement , and who
believe that nisei should be assigned as our other Americsan
citixens in the armed forces, should lodge our opinions with
the War Department also.

I suggest that you use your influence among the nisei
and others in petitioning to the War Depertment our hopes
and desires in this metter,

Very sincerely yours,

/ //: 5 ///fr’l (_/ 7 I AL A //E

/ C

"\

Kalph &, Smeltzer




Mr, Henry L. Stimson
Secretary of Wer

Wer Vepertment Building
Weshington, V.Ce

PVear Mr, Stimson:

We are heartened by the War Vepaertment's recent
snnouncement thet selective service is to be reinstituted
for loyel Americen citizens of Japanese eancestry. This
ection is & step toward restroing their status as free
gitizens.

Insofer &8 militery considerations meke it possible,
we hope thet J:psnese Americen inductees will be essigned
%0 a2ll branches of the armed services asccording to their
gbilities, Hegarding those whom we hope will be egsigned
o fight in such non-segregated units, we further express
our desire that they will be given equel opportunity for
service end promotion.

Reciel intermingling is more ept to bring sbout
better understending between the rseiel groups whic h meke
up Americe. We went to minimize the post-war reciesl tensions
which will show up in competition for jobs, homes, &nd

socisl equelity. We believe thet if Americeans of Jipensse
ancestry ere provided &m opportunity %0 essociecte freely
snd intimately with other membere of our armed forces,
their sssimiletion beck into normel Americeén socliety after
the wer will be speeded up immeesurasivly.

Therefore, we urge you, ¢8 Secretary of Wer, to
exercise your influence in making it possible for new
Jepanese Americen inductees to enter non-segregeted units
of ths ermed forces., 1t is our belief that such &etion
¢n the part of our militery leaders will strengthen the
unity end ideels of our citizenry &% home, thoreby strength-
ening the militery effort sbrosad.

Most respectfully yours,

ADVISORY COMM
EVACUKES OF CHICAGO.




1360 WEST COLORADO ST., PASADENA 2
OPPOSITE ANNANDALE COUNTRY CLUB

PASADENA, SYCAMORE 2-4387

LOS ANGELES, RYAN 1-6868

@D

REAL ESTATE
INSURANCE
LOANS

February 17, 1944

Dear Dr. Taylor,

That Kuroki talk has the humen touch so necessary to meke America
ekin, Its publication should help and the idea of asking the
Minnesota Legion to publish it is bully. Here are some suggestions.

Everett D. Phelps, Northfield Minnesota, is the man who hemmered
away and secured the resolutions. I suggest that you write him, I
have had many letters from him but none lately. His health has been
bed,

Here is a copy of a strong letter from a Chinese Americean soldier.
Minnesota might choose to include it. If so, permission should be
secured from Mrs. Maynard Force Thayer, 466 East California Street,
Pasadena. She has Leung's spproval to publish. Just today a letter

ceme from & semi-converted eastern friend saying, "Of all the matter

you sent us, what impreeesed me the most was that letter from

Corp. Wm. Leung to Camnon. If a Chinese can hold feelings of tolerance
toward Americens of Japanese blood, something other than savagery should

be expected from White Americans.”"

Pictures such as the February 7 LIFE's blinded Yoshinao Omiya would
compel attention. The Wer Department might supply others.

If a Legion group sponsors the pamphlet and if & copy is mailed to
every Legion post in United States (as Lechner did his PLAYING WITH
DYNAMITE), Mrs. Carr and I shall be pleesed to chip in fifty dollars
toward costs.

During the past year I have been on a pemphlet spree and have found that:

Most pamphlets reach chiefly, those who already "think that way". Distribution
must be carefully plenned.

To reach the prejudiced, disinterested and unthinking, there must be
appeal at first glence. RACES OF MANKIND with its 200,000 peaid
distribution is a cleassic in this respect.

The briefer the better - more appeel and cheeper. UNITED WE STAND wes
vastly more effedtive than the reprint of JAPANESE AMERICANS IN
HAWAII on the basis of both bervity and eye eppeal.

For most material, an article in a national magazine of general
circulation beats & pamphlet no end - prestige and circulation.
Time, Reader's Digest, Life, Collier's, Click and others are
doing & good job, If Kuroki's telk is timely enough, it would
meke good material for one of these. Miss Emily Lehan, 704
South Lake Avenue, Pesadena has been responsible for the
placing of some of this material. She takes her democracy
seriously and is always glad to help.

You have an idea that needs borning. Let me know if I may help. This

is probably your only copy of Kuroki's talk, so I am returning it. If
Xou have another, I shell welcome having this back to use where it will
o good. Cordially,

v<§fg’4(/¢; 3?22?7
SPECIALIZING IN PASADENA WEST OF THE ARRO /s(‘AN FAGER A visTA
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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA

February 21, 1944

Mrs. Ruth W. Kingman, Executive Secretary
Committee on American Principles and Fair Play
2234 Telegraph Avenue

Berkeley 4, California

Dear Friend:

I do not know whether you see the Key

Reporter, which is the news magazine of Phi

Beta Kappa. In the Spring number is an
admirable article entitled "A Phi Beta Kappa
Nisei Speaks." It occurred to me that you
might find it of wvalue.

With all good wishes, I am

Cordially,
/ e

>
7
/

7 W L//L \//" S o Al

Monroe E. Deutsch
Vice-President and Provost

MED: A

Enclosure
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;¢7 February 26, 1944
///7 /
/ //

Deer Mr. Phelps,

Long time no hearl

¥, Paul S. Taylor of the University of Cal

written me that the Committee on American R

Fair Pley has "nb,rjtod that the Northfield

Sgt. Ben RKurokifsg talk. it's the human inte

thing that will mend feeling and start ,hanLnb.

lest Congt public appearances, the adverse comment
barring him from the radio together with LIFE's recent
full page cut of Yoshinao Omiya, the mechine gunner
blinded in Italy, have made hard the way of the California
race-baiters, But they are still going strong. If your
organizgation of fighting men publishes this story of e
901104 fighter, mueh will have bnan done to make %l
States a=kin. Subject to publication, here is my

order for 250 copies.

Things here remain bed with persistent prc»suro ¥
evacuees and for their ui,fan,n;q ment and )
wonder many boys in camp hate being drafted

guch demoeracyi

Cordially,
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Mrs., Ruth W. King man,

Committee on American Principles
and Fair Play,

2234 Telegraph Avenue,

Berkeley, California.

Dear Mrs. Kingman:
For your information I enclose herewith

copy of a 1etter from Mr. A. I. Esberg, dated

e ———— e N DG =l RMIELI S E—

February 21, and copy of my reply thereto, uated

T T T T CLWE P 2
s ke w c

Februsry 24.

TSRO IR

Yours very truly,

K

Encl.,
MEH : MFM




