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2284 elegraph Avenue 
erlcele y, %l if*

Februa ry 5,1944

Hr* Maurlea R* Harr 1» on ¡p  
111 Sutter street 
San Fradoisoe* Cal*

Daar itr* Harrison:
X ha ve ju st returned from a month with 0*S*S* 

where X worked on oartain opooial problems • fbtlf in Washington*
X took codas ion to oonoult high officials Sn the ! %r* State* and 
ether departments, at wall a« fur top men in ̂ RA* O ne Issue that 
X discussed was at fellows*

How that U g h  war and nar y f tffieials ha ve a nnounced 
that t- ara it no farther danger of attack b y the ¿«potato on the 
W m t Coast* it it not time to bring an in junction agai nst the "br 
^apartment which would establish the right of all e vacuees to re�
turn to the Coast» if and when the y might with T

Of the fbur go ver nment and other law yer s whoa X 
discussed this question with* three fa vored bringing such a suit 
in tfee near future* The one ute dissented said that tinea the 
% r  Department would be forced to defend its eontinu anee of the 
pretint polic y* under the President's Kxeoufcire Order of Februar y 
19*1942» that fact would fumlth the anti-̂ tpanete cohorts on  thlt 
Coatt with excellent propaganda material te keep th e public areueed 
and antagonistic* On® of the fbur law yer s was from hawaii* where 
he had baan in the thick of the whole habeas corpus  cate» as well 
as of the liberal polic y pur sued b y the Arm y there* and he felt 
that the gain« of a suit would outwiegh the possibl e losses* It 
would probabl y requ ire about a year anyway for the suit to com© 
to a showdown* it wat said*

X wonder what you think of the proposal* from the 
viewpoint both of the law and the effects on public  opinidn*

The other cutter is whethervor not some attempt 
should be made to secure compensation for the evacu ees for the huge 
financial j&ssea caused them by the evacuation* The  equity of it 
is generally admitted* but as to the advisability s ad liktllheod of 
winning the ease* there is grave doubt expressed by  many*

X should add thst I did not originate or push eithe r 
proposal* but am naturally interested «id eager te gat them wisely 
decided*

Sincerely yours

Galan M. Fisher
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February 7, 1944

Mrs. Ruth W. Kingman  
535 San Luis Road  
Berkeley, California

Dear Friend:

I send you herewith a copy of a telegram  
which I sent to Under-Secretary McCloy. On the one  
hand I thought of the cost of telephoning, on the other  
I feared I would not get through to him, after all. I  
trust that the telegram proves of some assistance.

I telephoned to Colonel Lewis at Santa  
Monica and not only thanked him for letting us have  
Kuroki, but told him how enthusiastically Kuroki had  
been received; I also expressed appreciation for the  
cooperation of Major McFaden.

I have talked to Harland Dunning and he  
will gladly make a record of the program of Sidney Roger  
exactly as it took place. He will place it on a large  
record which, he says, will be more useful if the record  
is to be used for broadcast purposes* It will be  
identically the same program; I suppose that any part  
that is desired to be deleted can be deleted. There  
will be a charge, for it, but I told him that I felt  
sure that our organization would be willing to pay for  
it.

With warm personal greetings and sincere  
thanks for the part you have played in this, and best  
wishes for a true rest, I am

Cordially,

Monroe E. Deutsch  
Vice-President and Provost

MED:A
Enclosure
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C A B L E  A D D R E S S  

B R O B E C K

Mr. Galen M. Fisher,
Committee on American Principles 

and Fair Play,
2234 Telegraph Avenue,
Berkeley, California.

Dear Mr. Fisher:

I am glad to hear that you are back in California

again.

I have given considerable thought to the question 

which you put in your letter of February 5, with re spect to 

the advisability of bringing suit for the purpose o f deter�

mining the right of evacuees to return to the coast . My own 

/ view is that it would not be wise to bring such a  suit at 

\ the present time. The Circuit Court of Appeals ha s recently 

\ held that the original evacuation order was valid . I do not 

know whether application has been made to the Supre me Court 

of the United States for a review of this decision.  In any 

case, I doubt whether at the present time any feder al judge 

in this circuit would be inclined to hold that the discretion 

of the army with respect to permitting the return o f the 

evacuees should be interfered with by the courts. F urthermore 

it is my belief that the institution of such a suit  might 

hurt our cause and give color to the claim that our  principal
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purpose was to secure the immediate return to the c oast of 

persons of Japanese ancestry even though the milita ry authori�

ties considered such return unwise. You no doubt re alize 

the tremendous build-up of the campaign of race pre judice 

which has occurred within the past few months, part icularly 

in Southern California, as the result of the effort s of the 

Hearst press and the Los Angeles "Times." This unfo rtunate 

situation has been corrected to some extent by publ icity 

given the efforts of our soldiers of Japanese desce nt. Never�

theless, the situation is a delicate one and I shou ld hesitate 

to provoke another outburst by  legal proceedings wh ich might 

prove to be fruitless. Altogether it is my judgment  that 

the time is not opportune for such proceedings.

Hoping to see you soon, I am

Yours sincerely,

MEH :MFM



February 10, 1944

Mr s • May nard \S oro e Thày e v
400 ¿ j « OStliforjüiü h)i»f
Pahadena, Gslif « | | ||f|?!$|§| |f '•'»ty : *$$£*';  >

My dear Mrs * Thayer I

I wish you Could have observed, the impression 
made by Ben *-uroki by his ta lie at the Commonwe&l th 
Club last, week* He magnificently represented not 
only thé United States hrmy, but the cause of Ameri can 
.pr the ¿pies and'. ! fa irÏ play « |

¿11;'2ciiow of no oer 1onal hocumeht that ha q r a s iji ua h
power 'th ■it l or  the 'hiause you anu î îii$b% iforking &t> fe|

Our .o f f i ce ■was blc fco § i oure^ r ok i  manuscript,
and| 1 tèé .asking our w.i*. t J  ef f  erds,./tb send, you d<
copr'/ * 0 X the"'.speech. X jt ife, P U r UX X 0 fp.pbft y and can be ! used
1 ®8el.lev"t$W® osI f  i t  . r »e expect t?it hin a ,f  e r̂days,
to SSlS;SSÏ feJQimeographed docament of excerpts from

I wfllvbe t̂ovai la  ble lor fdi& tÿfbdt i .on. ; X 'Understand
that Town H a l l : iÉ ;/try in*. to get Xur o & X * , ■ <X hope they w i l l
I t to break nownL the ¿seent ecnbargd/ placed on K urpkl
by B̂yfthê w&y'» xL.iC?. ¡p ie nc i yeo, put him or
“SiXUrn̂ ..sirii$ ' \¥&$ •• HtSi w :•u! vit) ||

u* tbur 0. :'Moif.ifi er t f *Jr *

âOMvmJ
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466 East California Street 
Pasadena»5» California

February 12, 1944

Dr. Arthur C. McGiffert, Jr 
2234 Telegraph Avenue 
Berkeley, California
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Dear Dr. Me Giffert:

Your letter reached me $his morning and this aftern oon the copy 
of Sergeant Kuroki’s speech, a very fine one, too. I shall be very glad
to see the pages of excerpts and we may wish to ord er some for distribu�
tion.

Last Wednesday Mr. Cozzens telephoned me from San F rancisco, sug�
gesting that it might be a fine thing for our Pasad ena Cgapter to use Ben 
Kuroki at a meeting. He told me how moved some of t he not especially 
friendly people were by the talk. I asked if he had  talked with you or Mr. 
Fisher as to the advisability of this and he said h e had not but would do 
so at once. I said I could not say that we would as k him to speak under our 
auspices until our executive committee considered i t, but I would not even 
consult them until we heard that the leaders of the  Pacific Coast group 
approved. ---- ^

I could not tell from your letter whether you meant  it was wise 
for our group to ask him to speak or not. I would l ike this cleared as soon 
as P°ss*tle if we do not use him, I should like to suggest to Dr. Albert 
Edward Day that he might arrange a meeting. So may I hear from you on this 
at your early conveniences

, £ know why N.B.C. refused him td speak because it  was ”con-
troversial • A week ago they let Dr. Carruthers giv e an equally controver�
sial talk. He claimed it was an answer to Dillon My er. I surely hope that 
Kuroki can speak at Town Hall.

I enclose copy of a letter from LieutenantRobert A.  Smith of the 
USMCR which came air mail a few days ago. We do not  have permission to use 
it /With his name in publicity but your office may wish it for ttvef-hiLa£
The "poem" which came with it gave me a hearty laug h and I think could stand 
some passing around.

Sincerelynyours,



R alph E. Smeltzer, D irector
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Mr . len Fi sher 
Committ ee on American Principles and FaIr Play 
465 California Street 
Sah Francisco, California

Dear friends

Since the recent announcement by the War Department  
that selective service is to be reinstituted for Ja panese 
Americans, I have made a survey of the young men co ming to 
the Brethren Relocation Hostel. I have discovered t hat 
almost all of them wish to serve in non-segregated units 
of the armed forces and want an opportunity to be a ssigned 
to the various branches of the armed forces.

In a recent communication to all the project direct ors, 
relocation supervisors, and the relocation officers  on the 
subject of "Questions and Answers on New Selective Service 
Procedures for Japanese Americans", sent by John H.  Frovinse 
Acting Director of the War Relocation Authority, X find the 
following questions end answers;

Question* Where In the army will the Japanese 
Americans serve?

Answer; ^hey will serve wherever the United
States sends them* however, It is anti�
cipated that after basic training the 
majority of Inductees will be assigned 
for service with the 100th Battalion 
or the 442nd Combat ‘Iearn.

Question; Is there an opportunity to get into the
Navy? The Marines? The Army Air forces? 
The Armored Force?

Answer; Inductions are authorised only for the 
Army* Inductees will not be assigned 
to duty with the Air Forces or the 
Armored Force?®

— — ——— ———— — — —  C entra l Offices -------------- . -.......
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On behalf of the Japanese Americans who do not wish  
to enter segregated units, and in behalf of others of us 
who do not beleieve in racial segregation, I have r ecently 
written to Secretary of War Stimson in this regard,  I am 
enclosing a copy*

At a recent meeting of the Chicago Advisory Committ ee 
for Kvaouees, a somewhat similar letter was drafted  which is 
to be sent to Mr, Stimson, on behalf of the Committ ee by the 
chairman, D r • Holland Schloerb* X am enclosing a co py of 
this letter which is the first draft, and may be re vised by 
the chairman*

From the above questions and answers, and from the 
reply of my letter to Mr* Stlmson, it seems apparen t that 
the War Department has not yet decided as to whethe r or 
not it will assign the Japanese American Inductees to segre�
gated or non-segregated units* X am sure that lette rs to the 
War Department from interested nisei and from other  interested 
citizens will have considerable bearing upon the Wa r Depart - 
ment»s final decision* I understand that the 100th Nisei 
Battalion was formed largely at the request of Hawa iian nisei. 
The only way the War Department has of knowing that  the 
majority of the nisei do not favor segregated units , or at 
least want a choice between segregated and non-segr egated 
units id for those nisei concerned to write their d esires 
directly to the policy-making body. Likewise, those  of us 
who will not be affected by the recent announcement , and who 
believe that nisei should be assigned as our other American 
citizens in the armed forces, should lodge our opin ions with 
the War Department also.

I suggest that you use your influence among the nis ei 
and others in petitioning to the War Department our  hopes 
and desires in this matter*

Very sincerely yours,

Ralph Smeltzer



Mr* Henry 1*• Btimson 
Secretary of War 
Her Department B a n d i n g  
V*i  shington, D*G*

Dear Mr* Stimsonj

We are heartened by the War Department1s reeent 
announcement that selective service is to be reinst ituted 
for loyal .American citizens of Japanese ancestry* This 
action is a step toward restroing their status as f ree 
citizens*

Insofar as military considerations nuke it possible , 
we hope that Japanese American inductees will be as signed 
to all branches of the armed services according to their 
abilities. Regarding those whom we hope will be ass igned 
to fight in euoh non-segregated units, we farther e xpress 
our desire that they will be given equal opportunit y for 
service and promotion*

Hseial intermingling is more apt to bring about 
better understanding between the racial groups wh3o  h make 
up America* We want to minimize the post-war racial  tensions 
which will show up in competition for Jobs, homes, end 
social equality. We believe that if Americans of Ja panese 
ancestry are provided an opportunity to associate f reely 
and intimately with other members of our armed forc es, 
their assimilation back into normal American societ y after 
the war will be speeded up immeasurably.

Therefore, w® urge you, as »secretary of War, to 
exercise your influence in making it possible for n ew 
Japanese American inductees to enter non-segregated  units 
of the armed forces* It is our oellef that snch aet ion 
on the part of our military leaders will strengthen  the 
unity and ideals of our citizenry at home, thereby strength�
ening the military effort abroad*

Most respectfully yours,

�������		� ������������� ����
������������ ���� ��������



1360 WEST COLORADO ST., PASADENA 2  
OPPOSITE ANNANDALE COUNTRY CLUB 

PASADENA, SYCAMORE 2-4387 

LOS ANGELES, RYAN 1-6868
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February 17, 1944
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Dear Dr* Taylor,

That Kuroki talk has the human touch so necessary to make America  
akin* Its publication should help and the idea of asking the  
Minnesota Legion to publish it is bully. Here are some  suggestions.

Everett D. Phelps, Northfield Minnesota, is the man who ha mmered 
away and secured the resolutions* I suggest that you write hi m* I  
have had many letters from him but none lately* His health has been  
bad*

Here is a copy of a strong letter from a Chinese Ameri can soldier*
Minnesota might choose to include it* If so, permission  should be  
secured from Mrs* Maynard Force Thayer, 466 East California Street,
Pasadena. She has Leung’s approval to publish. Just today a letter  
came from a semi-converted eastern friend saying, "Of all the mat ter  
you sent us, what impressed me the most was that let ter from  
Corp. Wia. Leung to Cannon. If a Chinese can hold feelings of to lerance  
toward Americans of Japanese blood, something other than sa vagery should  
be expected from White Americans *11

Pictures such as the February 7 LIFE’S blinded Yoshina o Gndya would  
compel attention* The War Department might supply others.

If a Legion group sponsors the pamphlet and if a copy is mai led to  
every Legion post in United States (as Lechner did his PLAYING WITH 
DYNAMITE), Mrs. Carr and I shall be pleased to chip in fifty dollars  
toward costs*

During the past year I have been on a pamphlet spree and h ave found that*
Most pamphlets reach chiefly,those who already ”thin k that way * Distribution

To reach the prejudiced, disinterested and unthinking, ther e must be
appeal at first glance* RACES OF MANKIND with its 200,000 pai d 
distribution is a classic in this respect.

The briefer the better - more appeal and cheaper* UNITED WE STAND was
vastly more effective than the reprint of JAPANESE AMERICANS IN 
HAWAII on the basis of both bervity and eye appeal.

For most material, an article in a national magazine of ge neral
circulation beats a pamphlet no end - prestige and circula tion*  
Time, Reader’s Digest, Life, Collier’s, Click and others are  
doing a good job. If Kuroki’s talk is timely enough, it would  
make good material for one of these* Miss Emily Lehan, 704  
South Lake Avenue, Pasadena has been responsible for the  
placing of some of this material* She takes her democracy  
seriously and is always glad to help.

You have an idea that needs horning* Let me know if I m ay help* This  
is probably your only copy of Kuroki’s talk, so I am ret urning it* If  

' — e another, I shall welcome having this back to use inhere it will  
. Cordially, � � ���

must be carefully planned

A N D  L I N D A  V I S T AS P E C I A L I Z I N G  I N P A S A D E N A  WE S T  OF T HE ARRO S A N
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Hèrshey, Nebraska  
February 18, 1944

Dr, Monroe E. Deutsch, Pres.
Commonwealth Club of California
Hotel St* Francis
San Francisco, California

Dear Dr. Deutschj

Thank you very much for your kind letter of the 11th.
We were much relieved to learn from you that Ben had present ed  
himself wel l .

On the morning of his appearance before your Common�
wealth Club, our mother made a trip of 15 miles to a florist  

from whom she obtained flowers which she gave as an offering upon  
the family altar. She prayed fervently with tears for divine  
assistance in order that he might discharge his duties in repre�
senting the Japanese Americans well.

We are deeply grateful to you for the privilege and  

honor bestowed upon him in permitting his appearanc e before such  

a distinguished gathering. We are also grateful to you for your  
long and continued interest and activity in the field of Japanese  

American relations. I am quifce sure that just and democratic t reat�
ment of Japanese Americans will pay its just share of divid ends,  
in at least it will make us all the stronger and better, especially  
after this terrible war, which surely will end some day. I wish  
that you will continue to give us the use of your time and great  
abilities in the furtherance of better human relations.

Very truly yours,

George Kuroki
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W . t. B R O B E C K  ( 1 8 9 2 - 1 9 2 7 )  

H E R M A N  P H L E G E R  
M A U R IC E  E . H A R R IS O N  
H O W A R D  J .  F IN N  
G R E G O R Y  A .  H A R R IS O N  
J A M E S  S .  M O O R E , J R .  
T H E O D O R E  R . M E Y E R  
M O S E S  L A S K Y

M. B . P L A N T  
R O B E R T  E . B U R N S  
R . L . M IL L E R  
J O H N  C . P E P P IN  
R O B E R T  H . W A L K E R  
D A V ID  E . L O M B A R D I 
R IC H A R D  E R N S T  
R IN A L D O  S C  I A R O N  I, J R .  
G E O R G E  T . C R O N IN

B R O B E C K ,  P H  L E G E R  8c H A R R I S O N

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

O N E  E L EVEN  S U T T E R  S T R E E T  c a b l e  a d d r e s s

B R O B E C K

SAN F R A N C ISC O  4

February 26, 1944.

«r

Mrs. Ruth W. Kinginan,
Committee on Amer ican Pr inciples 

and Fair Play,
2234 Telegraph Avenue,
Berkeley, Cali fornia.

De ar Mr s . K i n g m a n :

I am del ighted to hear that you have returned 

and hope that you wi l l  be sure not to overdo in the  

future. I have wr i t ten Mr. Patr ic as per copy he r e �

w i th  and wi l l  appreciate your sending h im the names  

of 50 persons to whom the book may  helpfu l ly  be sen t.

I shall look forward to seeing you when your 

convenience permits.

Always sincerely yours,

MEHîNW 
E n e l .



O\�$  Mr* Phelps,

February 26, 1944

Long time no heart

Dr. Paul S. Taylor of the University of California has  
written me that the Committee on American Brino ipJLes and  
Fair Play has suggested that the Korthfield Post publish  
Sgt. Ben Kuroki *3  talk. It*a the human Interest type of  
thing that will mend feeling and start thinking. His  
West Coast publio appearances, the adverse comment on  
barring him from the radio together with LIFE’S recent  
full page out of Yoshin&o Qmiya, the machine gunner  
blinded in Italy, have made hard the way of the California  
raoe-baiters. But they are still going strong. If your  
organisation of fighting men publishes this story of a  
fellow fighter, much will have been done to make the  
States a-kin. Subject to publication, here is my advance  
order for f§§ copies.

Things here remain! bad with persistent pressure ag ainst the  
evacuees and for their disfranchìsament and deportation. Ho  
wonder many boys in camp hate being drafted to prese rve  
such democracyi

Cordially,

*• a
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Gratification of Committee in knowledge that 
program and policies of  the Government pertaining to 
persons hi.; Japanese ancestry evacuated Irom; the 
fdcific Coast, are to be strengthened fey support 
of Mr. lakes as Secretary of Interior.

Concern of Committee Vnote¿pamphlet}

Support of Committee for program embracing these po l
id le i I S R K  11 |







Feb• £9| 1944

Mr* Galea wisher 
11  $ 1  Sueno  
�"�'(�#� �)� � 	*

Bear Fisher*

I am enclosing checica, coin, currency and 
money orders totaling ^b4«£3  ̂which is tne sum 
o f money p a id  fo r  orders or nA Balance feheei on 
Japanese since January dl, 1944
(af ter having .̂ deducted mailing. charges for orders 
during this period totaling <^4*o7) •

::1� ������ � �� ���� x�������� �&���� ���� �� �����
 ����)� �&�7�(� &��� �����)�� ���(� ��� ������� ��� �����
)�������

� � � ' � ��� =& �) � � #

secretary
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W , I, B R O B E C K  ( 1 8 9 2 - 1 9 2 7 )  

H E R M A N  P H L E G E R  
M A U R IC E  E . H A R R IS O N  
H O W A R D  J .  F IN N  
G R E G O R Y  A .  H A R R IS O N  

J A M E S  S .  M O O R E , J R .  
T H E O D O R E  R . M E Y E R  
M O S E S  L A S K Y

B R O B E C K ,  P H  L E G E R  8c H A R R I S O N

ATTORNEYS AT LAW  

O N E ELEVEN  S U T T E R  S T R E E T

SAN F R A N C ISC O  A-

C A B L E  A D D R E S S  

B R O B E C K

M. B . P L A N T  
R O B E R T  E . B U R N S  
R . L .  M IL L E R  
J O H N  C . P E P P IN  
R O B E R T  H . W A L K E R  
D A V ID  E . L O M B A R D I 

R IC H A R D  E R N S T  
R IN A L D O  S C IA R O N I,  J R .  
G E O R G E  T . C R O N IN

February 29, 1944

Mrs, Ruth W. Kingman,
Committee on American Principles 

and Fair Play,
2234 Telegraph Avenue,
Berkeley, California.

Dear Mrs • Kingman:

For your information I enclose herewith

copy of a letter from Mr, A. I. Esberg, dated

February 21, and copy of my reply thereto, dated

February 24

Yours very truly

Enel.
MEH-.MFM


