








Mr. H. A, Mathiesen was born and raised on a large ranch in
eastern South Dakota; and graduated from the South Dakota State
Agriculture College at Brookings, and completed the regular
course for the bachelor degree in 1920. Immediately upon grad-
uation, he went to ldaho where he served as Assistant Dairy Exten-
sion Specialist with the University of Idaho for one year* From
that position, he was promoted to County Agricultural Agent of
Ada County at Boise, Idaho, where he served until he accepted a
position with the United States Bureau of Dairy Industry, with
headquarters at Salt Lake rCity, Utfth, the work in connection with
dairy farming in the eleven western states. Since that time,

Mr. Mathiesen was with the Holstein - Friesian Association of
America for approximately over ten yearse From 1936, Mr. Mathiesen
has been with the Indian Service as Supervisor of Farms and Dairies,
in charge of the seventy-two farms and dairies of the Indian Servuce
schools and hospitals.



BACKGROUND: Giles Zimmerman, chief Employment .Division

Before accepting a job with WRA and coming to Boston, Giles
Zimmerman worked for five years with the Friends, relocating
refugees. Three of those five years he worked on charity.

He has been doing relocation work in one form or another since
he left the University of Pennsylvania before finishing 10
years ago.

He was originally scheduled for a relocation officer's job in
Detroit and had been sent to Poston for a two week's seasoning.
But he liked it here and stayed. As successor to Vernon Ken-
nedy, Zimmerman is the youngest person to head an administrative
branch in Poston. He is 29 years of age.

He got into government service last January after Tom Holland
convinced him that he should take the Detroit job.

fl was in a swell bargaining position, " he recalls* " Holland
first wanted ne to take charge of the territory in the Eastern
Defense Command, Pennsylvania was to be ny special area# But
we waited and waited and the Eastern Defense Command didn't
open. | told Holland | was happy at what | was doing and
wasn't particularly anxious to work for the government.”

Zimmerman told Holland that he would go to work for $5600; he
was making $2600 with the Friends. Just to be playful, Holland
offered $2400, feeling that the two would get together some-
where in the middle. But when Holland tried to ram Zimmerman
through Civil Service for $3800, the Commission screamed like

a stuck pig. Zimmerman's record didn't seem to entitle him to
that, much dough. However, Holland had make the mistake cf count-
ing 1SM two years of experience equivalent to one year of col-

lege. Actually it was just the reverse; "As Holland figured,™
Zimmerman said, "l had only years of college and that looked
bad to the Commission. | actually had enough experience to amount

up to about 10 years of college.”

Last year, while still working forthe Friends, Giles and his wife
were planning to China on amtalance corps duty, but his wife be-
came pregnant and the plans were cancelled. Of the 150 or so
Quakers who did leave, 70 have died already, murdered by bandits
or bombed by the Japanese.

If, by sticking to his 00 principles, he is thrown into an ob-

jectors' camp, he intends to study dietetics and perhaps German
so that he would be qualified more forhhis future work, namely

the réhabilitation of the people of Europe.

In the Midwest and in the states around Pennsylvania, his work
with the refugees is quite well known. Sone nisei who have re-
located in these areas write bafek and mention that they have
met a number of people who were familiar with him and his ac-

complishments.



BACKGROUND: Edward Nossoff, assistant chief of the Employment Div.

Ed Nossoff is 26 years of age, relatively young to he the principal
contender for Giles Zimmerman” job when the latter is drafted.

He is not totally unaware of this situation. 1f | get to be Chief
of Employment when Giles leaves, 9 he said on one occasion, | *11 be
the youngest Chief on the project.M

He takes boyish delight often in the place he has won. Recently he
has appeared in the office smoking a cigar, in a holder at that,

He derived a great deal of satisfaction from the news that Elmer
Coverly had been relieved of his post as Project Director at Tuie
Laké. W got a great kick out it, 9 he said. "Coverly was in charge
of recruiting personnel for the WRAwhen | first applied, and he
said that | was too young.9

Bat he is sincere and aggressive, and has accomplished @ great deal
in the Division since coming here in March. He has said on more
than one occasionali | can't do any more here than just earn ny
pay, | might as well go tafefe back to sniffing privies for the
xs20LX25fxImmgrai™nxBrijax$i2msIi3Qgxi ESA.”

Prior to coming to Poston, Nossoff worked with Carey McWilliams
in the Bureau of Immigration and Housing. Before that he did a
stretch with S3.S FSA.

His acquaintance with Japanese dates back to his Roosevelt high
school days in Los Angeles. He graduated Roosevelt in »33 and
went to City College, then UCLA. (He spent his freshman year at
Berkeley, but returned south to finish.) While at City College,
he was president of the Jewish club, chairman of the forum commit-
tee, and edited an undergsoound Student Union newspaper. He was

in the inner circle of the campus liberal group, but he escaped
the dragnet which expelled his friends from the college for fo-
menting a strike to protest shipments to ffcaius® Fascist lItaly.

He knew Mich £unitani at UCLA (and before that at Roosevelt) and
attended YCL meetingstogether. While attending UCLA, Nossoff
was campus correspondent at space rates for the Los Angeles Ex-"
aminer. Upon graduation he expected to get a job with the Exami-
ner, but it was no dice and he ended up in Bakersfield working on
a daily at $18 a week. Then he drifted to the editorship of a
weekly in Kern County,but the job fell apart when the boss re-
placed him with a relative.

He got into government work through the contacts he had established
while in newspaper work. He doesn*t feel like going back to journa-

lism.

He is married and has one daughter, Ladeana, age 23 months.
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Nell Findley
To Mainland

jtvacuee post

Miss Nell Findley, director of the
Hawaii United Services organiza-
tions said today she has accepted a
position as community services di-
rector of a Japa-

lice activities for Miss Findley
20,000 Japanese aliens and citizens
Iwho are being evacuated to the
Arizona center.

Miss Findley will leave for the
mainland as soon as she is able to

jObtain transportation. The evacua-
|tion center is on an Indian reserva-
tion on the Colorado river.

She will be responsible for direct-
ibig all schools, adult education and
jhealth and social services for thou-
lsands of Japanese now being evac-
uated from the west coast.

In addition she will be on a staff
charged with supervising the whole
internal organization of the Parker
jcenter.

Frank C. Atherton, chairman of
ithe Hawaii USO, congratulated Miss

Findley upon her appointment,
saying: ,

I “We of the USO regret very much
that Miss Findley is leaving her
{position as director of the USO in
'Honolulu.

| “She has been a splendid direc-
!'tor and has built up a fine organi-
Ization, Besides the six agencies
working here in the city through
itheir various buildings, centers
have been established at several
different localities around this
island and organizations formed on
three of the other islands.

“Miss Findley has a splendid
grasp of the whole situation. She
has developed plans and policies
and won the respect and hearty co-
operation of army and navy author-
ities-

“It will be most difficult to re-
place her. | realize that the posi-
tion she is going to fill is the most
important one at this time and the
offer of the position is a splendid
tribute to her and a recognition of
her outstanding ability.”

Miss Findley said she is leaving
her USO position here with “great
reluctance.”

“Hawaii is my real home and I
feel reluctant to leave the islands
in this period of need and distress,”
she said. “However, | will return
after the war.”

Steps have been taken to select
a successor to Miss Findley here,

no-decision has been reached.
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-inre’stpabJLAcTtj diMpefrent™ w
Q. Background data on the appointed persons 1.

A. | must send you whatever | find. | don’'t edow much about

these Shirombo
John Evans -- A close friend of Collier. He came here to get
materials for his novels, or boo&s. He has two or three psy-

chological novels to his credit. He is a son of rich family.

His mother, | understand, remarried to an Indian. He is from
Maine.
Moris Burge -- He is a ~Community Organization Expert*, whatever

that is. He was introduced to the Block Managers in May of
1942 as such. He was with the Federal Government quite sometime
A* W Empie -- He was the Chief Accountant of the Bureau of
the Indian Affairs in Washington, “hat’s what he said.

| advise you to get in touch with Ted Haas. He should be

able to give you a good dope on these Shirombo



, Former chief STEWARD /

“ ARRESTED FOB FORGERY f}y)/ ?7

Earl Best, former
JChief Steward of Post-
.on and Heart Mountain

relocation centers “who.
testified * before the
Dies Committee in Los
Angeles last June sta«*
ting that” food was

wasted n"the.Centers
was arrested last week
on a forgery warrant
from Cody, Wyo# accord
ing to an UP dispatch#
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.Pauline Brown, foxv

merly with the OM of-J
tfice in Phoenix,arriv-,
ed in Poston early Mont
take j
the post os Reports Of—

day morn*nf to

ficer of this center*
Mrs. Brown in an ex-

perienced

newspaper

\, Woman, being connected 1
with various papers be-
fore joining the OM.

staff. She will fill

the vacancy that

left by Norris

was
James,

.who i1& at the'present

in the Navy*

-ft? .
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DRO FRENCH HERE
TO STUDY ADJUSTMENTS

Dr« D ayid”™Frenchswho
received his doctorat e
in anthropology from
Columbia University,
arrived in the center
last- Friday to serve
the administration in
an advisory capacity
as community ahaapsto

His main purpose will
be to study Mhe socio
logy of the evacuee
community, particular-
ly in terms of the ad-
justments that people
from various parts of

California have made,*1
Dro French said. He

will also "attempt to
learn the types of ad-
justments which can be
made in the ~uture»*
after relocation and
at the end of the woyO

Before coming to Pcs
ton, DrO French did a
year of research work
In tho Indian Service
with the United lueb.o
Agency in Albuquerqu j9
N.M. His mater’'s de
gree was received t
the Claremont Colleges
Graduate School3 ana
his BoAe at P omcma Cv
lege o

Ithough he 1is nu
Oregonian by bir ip
much of his life, b
been spent in Califc 2
niap
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