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Ediéorial from our school paper, May &, 1942,

The first bombs that fell on Pearl Harbor on December 7th of last vear
were a terrific blow to the American publiec. But it was far more that to
us Americans of Japanese descent., It destroyed nearly two decades of hard
work in building up our charscter and in promoting good will between two
neighbor nations--left our present un certain and our future a total blanket
of darkness. But thanks to the tolerance of Americaf, we, and even the aliens,
are still able to p7rsus 1life as usual. Thanks to the forbearing public that
it has not created mass hysteria and mob violence so typical of humanity at

s ch a time,

Above all, we Japanses- Americans of Fowler High have found Fowler to be =
haven of kindness courtes¥ and friendship. No Where else could one find a

cummunlity more unpre judiced against a race. The faculty members have exerted
every effort in fair treatment toward us. Mr. dann, our principal, has sac-
rificed much time to ascertain for us our present status in regard to intricate
technicalities of military proclamations.

It 1is in times like these that a person's true charsascter appears, and though
many of us mav not be here for long, each and eve v one of us ahll forever
remember the kindness, courtesy and friendly attitude toward us bv our teacners
and fellow students. We shallendeavor to do our utmost, as we have 1in the
past, to precserve the American ideals for which we are fighting. It is our
sindere wish that our chance to prove worthy to Fowler and Uncle Sam may come
at the earliest possible time.

Tom Yanehara.
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He was sincere., He sald what many enemy alien parents
were feeling,

During the first few days, orders changed so profusely
it was impossible to follow them through. In the cours
c«anres in Dcrsonnel and increase of functions,

the district head of the Blackoul Committee i~r
Hanapepe, lhclp Port Allen, VWahiawa Distri

lasted for only Lxrao days, Discrimination a 7 other
entered in and it was best not to have a Japanese

head of Lhe Distric was t} de by

ey 1.1 - ’
Haole’ rined of mine,

On December 12, X YUCA asked

for Burns Fleld, Hanapepe. 1 gatherec
Hanapepe, 8 from Makawel: Camp 1, 8 Ir

from Lleele, and organized them into (24 !
These boys actually did the kitchen work for
Everyday 1t was my resp ﬁs;uility to contact
transportation for the boys. They labored
The #anapepe bo.s CQHLLDMU\ for two -
turned to its S meal schedule,

1 y duties, 4
military capacity than
will

stories of guards

€y rneard
L 3 there was an uir-rald just as th
e&&nin; ieal was being prepared, It was not 1lifted for 30
minutes, he k and the KP's jumped out of the kitchen
into machine gun nests They Do were thrilled to have sa
along | )
On December th, news
reached us,
duty. Here
American, ”If"v Harada did .".l:'
on Kauai would have had a chchthn of
loss of confidence as a group, Harada's
howe ver i not cause a group dissension, He
and 1} seemed that 1t was settled,

One of our best "Haole" friends later confessed that he

was all for the ecitizens of Yapanese ancestry before Harada's

ﬁo;ruyul, but since, he has his doubts. He w astonished

said nothing publicly against the Harada incident. He re-
ted that the relatives of Harada expressed very sirong
entment against him.

por
res 2

3

Every night fo*’ ?ouv-anontﬂzn, I natroled the town with the
blackout ear, The nights were very dark for two weeks, On

at
the fact that the majority of the clitizens of Japanese ances

try

the













administrator, and got money released to them for another
month's maintenance, After three ronths of residerce on
Kaual, they became restless and longed to return to their
famllles in Honolulu, They asked me for ald again,

Fortunately, the Naval Intelligence Department was very
cooperative. Lt, Cedric Baldwin offered his assistance and
cleared through the “4rmy for thelr departure to Honolulu on

a sampans All afternoon and night they were at the nort.
Every consideration was given them. The guards were friendly
and the enemy allen fishermen were overtaken. They de=-
parted late the following afternoon snxious to join their
families,

The day followlng the blitz, rice was rationed by individual
stores as directed by A,H, Case, On December 7th, crowds
forced the retallers to sell them rice for hoarding, Cash

he
was pald by bills of high denominations.

Retallers were directed to sell to regular customers the

normal amount for a week's consumption, The rice growers in the
Henapepe Valley had never bought a grain of rice in their
lives, The mill always provided their snnual needs from

thelr own harvests. On December 9th, the fall rice crop of

the farmers was frozen and sold Lo the Mc Bryde and Hofgaard
Wholesalers, The 1individual farmers did not obtain their

share of the rice fram the mill,

They asked me for assistance in purchasing the rice from
retallers, Rlce was short on Kaual, HNo retaller would sell
to the farmers for they werenot regular rice purchsing
customers, A,H, Case ssigned them to the lic Bryde Store,
then to the Kawakaml Store, iice was rationed later and

the farmers felt that the maximum was too low for them, They
contended that they could easily devour forty to fifty pounds
a month per indlvidual, The ¥ilipinoes on the plantations
also felt the acute shortage in the ration system, Some of
them refused to work due to rice shortage during the week,

o A% a8 e Ak
o8

The afternoon of December 7th, 1941, all Japanese connected
with the Japanese Uonsulate were interned, Mel jiro Hayashi,
our deacon, was interned, Rev, Okamoto, Rev, Paul Osumi, Rev,
Hayashl of Koplau were interned for the same reason, During
the first few days wild rumors were circulated. Thevy were

the fifth columnists, the ungrateful Japs that tried to betray
America, One sensitive nurse actually told me with considere
able feeling, "Did you know that Mr, Hayashi of your church

is a fifth columnist? America gave them so much and they can't
appreciate,”













businesses were haunted with visions of clos ing up, etec,
They had never relinquished their power to theilr sons.

Tho change was made overnight, It turned out that in many
instances, the children ran the business far more effi-
ciently thn thelr experienced fathers, Only in a few
cases, a bakery and a barber, had the misfortune of closing
ube.

I became a messenger for the internees and thelr familiesg
a recelving station for clothes and bundles to be sent to
the camp or the home, Every vislt was tragie, Then I had
to make every independent effort to CQLLOnL the familles
and others at large,

The general sbsvpv-tlon on the internces was that the
enemy allens met the situatlon far more sanely than the
citizens and fhn younger set of aliens, The older aliens
were quite resigned to the faect that it was war, and they
could not help themselves as enemies of the United

They were on the whole, very grateful for the falr

Just treatment accorded the

The younger set was quite resentful. Several of

why they were interned » What charges were brought

them. The American "h1°1t of “ﬂ@{dou equality,

right fov a trial by jury, etn., gave them no pv‘ce

The war situation was to them no excuse for their inter

ment without the due process of law. Their demands fo$

an adequate answer of thelr sta:tus caused no end of inr
onflice, depression and rebellion,

A week after the war, the girls of our church assembled at
the parsonage to sew for the “merican Red Cross, Hospltal
gowns, "aluxa., ete,, .neceded to be made up inmediately, T
district head for the work department came .to the parsonag
for asslistance, The church women decided to undertake the
assignment, Three rooms were blacked out by the MeBryde
Plantatlion carpenters for night work, Ten electric sewing

chlines were assemblecd from the community and about a dozen
of the young ladles of the church came every night from 7 to
10 P.M. to sew for two weeks,

€

'h
e

The curfew prohiblted any citizen not on 0OCD or vi*itary
duty to be out at nights, Our church had no authorization,
excepi.the.dnner authority of service, No police nor mili-
tary officlals interfered with the Red Cross sewing. At ten
I drove them home on the ARP car and found no objections.







The amount produced in a night was amazing to the "Haole"
women. Egch machine sewed on the average of two complete
gowns a night, Yor two weeks the materials were plentiful,
but after that, materials were not available, The sewing
continued on a three nights a week schedule for five
months, The women of our church experienced a deep satise
faction in using thelr talents to meet the emergency. The
"Haole" ladies never got over the faect that so much was
accomplished by them.

December and January were days of uncertainty. For a citizen
like myself, it seemed like walking on a tight rope. To be
self-appointed lliaison in the town for the alien Japanese

and the authorities was not a pleasant service.

The allens feared the authoritles. Anpy day they would be
the next to be interned, The FBI, and the Military Intelli-
gence were constantly lurking around the town, The inde-
pendent townsfolk feared the authorities more. The planta-
tion aliens felt that thelr employers could give them some
protection, There was no guarantee on anybody's part on

the matter of iInternment, but 1t so happened that the
plantations were not widely visited by the authorities.

The authorities came off and on for interviews concerning
individuals in the distriect, A strange revelation was made
by them, "After the blitz, over 3,000 names of suspicious
Japanese were reported to the autherities, but not a re-
port was made by a Japanese," they sald, At this purticular
interview they asked me "why?" I was provoked and replied,
"When you intern citizens without any adequate reason, all
of us fear that it will happen to us some day. ZKnowing that
it can happen, the sensible thing would be to keep quiet

and live a meaningful life while 1t lasted, Belng an
American cltizen now has no meaning in the eyes of th
authorities, (Ingman, Cgstle & Snow) - Nobody would have

the heart to report any Japanese under such conditions for

everry Japanese is discredited to begin with,"

"No you got it wrong, Reverend", sald the representative. "You
must understand that war always brings persecution, in-
justice, discrimination against those related to the enemy,

You citizens must reallze that and still do your part for the
United States, After all, United States 1s yours as much

as mine and we all must forget personal discomforts and work
for the good of our country.,”

I was aware of the susplecions, the dlscriminations, the
persecutlions that were to follow a war hysteria, &et, at
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Fertilizer was also needed, The farmers asked me to do
thelr purchasing. Heretofore, the miller was their agent.
The miller being an enemy allen, was not eager to ask for
shipping space, a permit for purchase, ete, I contacted

AH, Case and arp“ntec so that 30 tons of fertilizer would
be sent from Honolulu immediately. It was agreed that

the farmers pay cash, The price was to be wholesale, cost
plus 10%, VWhen the fertilizer arrived, several of them
refused to pay for their orders They hou~»t that the deal
wes not falr, "Why should we p »
p

PI
B
«©
"

y double comnission,” they
sald, The retaller, Kawakaml promised cost olus 10% and

our miller wants an extra % on the deal, The farmers'
psychology of provinclal economy and suspiclon of the mere
chant, all came to the front. In disgust, I told them that
they elther pay as promlsed or else the miller will purchase
the complete stock and dispose of it as he saw fit, That
fternoon they came as a group and pald over five hundred

in cashs, Where the money came from is a mystery,

.
o
L=
r
t

thelr reward, Rice was sold
was the u\,k t in five years.,
 grateful sould returned to

guards on
managed by the
ckoute, the
5 & ; 0. lt was
hcadquarhc“S for the Ji e Depa ARP and the
u$vislon. We all met as a 3 a service group.

The canteen became a unique institution, Six of our town
ls were orgunized to help ln the canteen service, ar
, rumors, soclal affairs were all part of the canteen
At times, Japanese overseas broadcasts were
submarine attack on Nawiliwill was related as
jamage to Kauwal installations, ete, For the first
he americans of Japanese sncestry realized how much
news wes unbellievabley The disgust and even the
shame of the untruth of the br Lka_t was quite evident, A
talkative girl petorted, "Darn 116, "

Due to the change in the Walmea canteen set-up, our Salvation
Army officer left us and virtually threw the work into my
lap. I was not the officlal manager, 1 was chauffeur,
buyer, and distributor of the canteen. The manager was never
sure of being present, She came as time permitted so that

L

the chauffeur carried on most of the work, As I patrolled







the ARP route, 4 stopped to pour out hot coffee to the

guards, Oxten over a cup of coffee, the Filipino guards

would talk of the future of thelﬁ cnildﬁen or their own pros-
pects, There was a delightful Fi{lipino father who loved to tall
of his daughter and how he 1nsisteo that she take up home econ-
omics ut Jr, ﬂLwh School, He wanted her to become American-
1zed, "She should learn to eat "Haole" food in "Haole'

style," he said. I was lmpressed for he was as anxious as

some of our parents to sec their children grow up as Americans.

My hours of service were never over until eleven every nig
Often 4 went home after midnight. With a determined ,111
to prove myself by deeds that I was a loyal American, I
continued without physieal strain.
exclitment of the war was calmed do'n by “arch,
iving more normally. We were resigned to the blacke
ur 11 ited night movements, Then on a March Sunday,
new army moved in on Kauail Thelir port of entry
Allen and in the (fLepﬂvon [ that Sunday, American
in uniform were gz the highway on trucks, There
mixed feeling in tow u. The general publie had never
"Haole" soldiers in such

51t, as usual patroled the town fﬁvg cadgquarters
drﬁ; 748 gt thelanapepe Uﬁa'T ese Scho ] As I drove
guard shouted, "Halt}" hls was unexpected and it
a civilian on guard, Fortunat l} the guard came to
to see why I travelled in that section. He found out
the ARP warden of the town, and that I was
to warn everyone out the violation on blackout,
I tclo he guard that the lights at the Headquarters were
quite visible to the human pye and 1t should be turned off
The guard puzzled and hesitant, called out the corporal of
1ards . le repeated that I wss suthorized to check on lights
the Headquarters'! lights should be ‘turned off, The
ialked away, Soon an officer arrived, It was plteh
and I eould not see his rank, He asked me for my
credentials, I showed him my arm band and the insignia
on the car windshield, Iie questioned no furiher, I said
to tue officer, "I may be out of place to corment on your
lights, but so far I am responsible for this town. No orders
have come to me of any chenge." "What is the blackout regula-
tion, Son", asked the officer, "Any 1lights visible to the
naked eye from the outside 1s cause of the violation," "wWell,
we'll have all lights out, Thanksl" From that night on, no
lights were visible fran without, The army adhered to the
blackout regulations. I was told that thev never kmew a
total hluckouu until that first n.;hr on Kaual, Later that
evening, as 4 was about to finish my spection,tour, in the
midst of the town section, I met two snﬁfiﬂrﬁ. ”koy shouted
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0 serve coffee to the MP guards as well
guerds. As 1 went along every few yard:
ade mp :uite uneasy for their guns ,Je?e
Il "0 Uni¢
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"But I want you men to lmow the army prineiples in this war, We are
not going to fight this war with the sporting idea of women and ohild-
ron first, "hen the army gives the order for evacuation, we mean it
At & oertain given time we want all oiviliane to be out, Anybody re-
fusing to bhey or loitering behind will be answered by a machine gune
Ve are not going to hove women and shildren first, Iverybedy move out,
and stay out of the way of the army or else.

"A wise person will evasuate his family to the mainlend while the oppor-
tunity iz epen, fter all this 4 war zone and the Japs will surely
return %o attack or takes this ple inything can happen,”

a sudden electric s he looked straight at me and saild,
en thov come, we won't hav \y obet

o

) *106 in our way," "e won't
let 4t happen here as it happened in 1‘1 " interrupted Major
"I don't trust you and your kind," ompha the Colonel.

I wag about to faint

ment, and inferiority -

but I have no memory of what he said., I only remem
I hove sald my pieceé, now, what have you to sayi”

iow T oolleoted my s and began to answer for myself is a mysteryl
omechow I was unefraid as I begen my personal defense Slowly 4 gaid,
"I am an ‘merican citizen, I was born only three miles from this very
apotes I was educnted in the ‘merican suuaoiu, t University of
flewaii and at ‘uburn Theological Se nary in Hew York rom my youth,
ave tried o be a good “merican, I went u;*.t:” my p rent's Buddhism
became & Christian because I believed Christianity wes the religion
morica, I was not satisfled with my persomal conviction. I saw
nt unless my brothers nuumu true Americans from within, religiously,
were not going ¢ '{w aes oltizens. yaom, ,oulu be an’' Ameriecan

1 ~
to make

hen I started wmy work on this island, I thought the ‘mericans would
be only too glad to give thoir support jo, the plantations .:,‘J ;_-mrted
Japanese schools, the : v Pl ‘ > : ;

tion to my chureh.

Che
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t 4 hen we become Christians and look for exemples of
hristisn izx.me among the we are often disillusioned
feor all I aw sincere in my missionary efforts 4if you camnot trust

e Christiak minister, I would rather be shot %o death,”

The Colonel listened He ehanged his tone and said, "leo, Reverend, I
didn't mean you., After December 7th, the Army has resognized a few
ho sre trustworthy. How thev stood at their pests and manned their
suns vroved that they were good citir:'*—r' Ge'
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Toward the end of March, a new platoon came to guard the town, Ve
went on the usual canteen route. Two soldiers halted use The night
was dark, They were not very cordials As I saw into the face of

one, he seemed to be frightened about something., I explained to him of
the canteen service, They desided to drink coffee. /s they were

about to finish their ocup, out from behind the brushes a leaping noise
wee heard, One guard threw down his cup and held his gun in position
facing the direction of the aou"ﬂ. One of the girls remarked at

once, "Soldier, don't shootl MHe's my pal, the fat belly buffo,” What's
het" "A buffo? "That's a harmless Pro* " gmiled the girl, Th

gsoldier was relieved, He was on alert every minute until we came by
because the buffos were leaping, making mysteriour noises in the under-
brush,

nd the young soldiers asked, "That is the loud sound we hear from
time to time? 1T seems - f. ofs ;7% s throwing stones at use
e laughed and ghowe the young mangoes were falling on the
corrugated iron roofs "nl wore making a good enouzh noise te keep
nyone awake. 7ith snothe p ‘00, the soldiers were well
ralaxec and educated, The f ight they greeted us with open
arme.

Food shortage became more serious iﬂ pril, meking sandwichos,
several items oould :ot be purchased any mores .raad was scarce,
Mayomnaise was out of gtooks The situation was becoming a burden on
the oanteen with 80 or 90 to feed every night. In April, Lt, Colonel

MeDonough sent us & note of relief,
Dear Reverend:

The Distriet Commander heas nltzeﬂ all the military on the Island under
working quarantine, This will preclude the use of our troops of the
facilities you have go kindly rldzem at their dispesal in the fire
house at Hanapepes It will also prevent coffee, ete., being taken

%0 the various places at whish troops have been stotioned,

The - gtriot Commander outlined to us yesterday the inevitable con-
sequences of the use of oivilian food for this purpose. ve poin

out that ultimately there will be a shortaze, and the best time +o
stop 1= right now,

Flenge be aggared that we pgreatly appreciate your many kindnesse:
our men, Please thank thoge who have associsted with you in this
work,

; to

ith kindest personal regards, I am,

Sincerely,

JOSEFH -+, NCDON I
EE v COY. F] IE Bt n Im .
Comdge lst Bn,







Lt. Col. McDonough became an officer of special interest to the
people on Kauai, The Lions Club wanted %o hear his straight talk
on the military outlook, I was asked to invite the Colonel to

be the guest speaker for the first Sunday in May., He accepted our
invitation and he addressed the Lion members and speeial guests.
We expeoted a flery lecture on the modern conduct of war, He was
not half as forceful as at our first interview., Nr. Dunford told
me later, "He wasn't as good as when we got it."

o e ke e ok ek el

April, 1942, was our first season of Lent since the war began.

Faith in the Eternal God was basically present during those days,

but of‘ten, there were days of utter loneliness, despair, and drymess.
The war and the human factors that make war possible crowded my

soul with things of this world, its pride and prejudice, that by
their weight, I could not see the way olear.

I was called by my country to be loyal, to give my time, my heart
for a complete visctory over Japan. My faith ecalled for a loyalty

to God, above nationalism, state, or race. By the judgment of
society, I was "on the spot™, and I was closely watched to

vindicate my loyalty to America. There were days when I lived for
God and God alone, and there were days when I was aware of my leaning
towards my country. The struggle decpened.

On Good Friday, I had to preach at the Union Service in Waimea
Foreign Church. Rev. Paul Denise and Rev, Baker also took part,
The text assigned me was "My God, My God, Why Hast Thou Forsaken
Me." It was too close to my heart to forget the struggle I was
making. I could mot keep out from my sermon, the criticisms, the
suspicions, the non-cooperative Christisn acts which supported other’
faiths and institutions more than the work I was attempting to
accomplish=-the Christianization of the Japaneses I could not help
but be specific and retell the story of the high Army official who
said, "I won't trust you," loved by the reality of the struggle

I cried out, "My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me.,” I wept
and several in the congregation wept with me. I did not expect

to be so emotional, The occasion moved us to tears, The sermon

did not end with bitterness. I saw in our Master on the Cross,

and I felt it more deeply that day, that God's infinite love was still
the answer to our despair and hope. If God never loves, why should
we ory out that God has forsaken us. God's love is so real and
persistant that we in our human wealmess ory, "My God, my God, why
hast thou forsaken me," God still remains our loving Pather. Because
God's love exists and beeause we know it is real, in our lonliness,
we crave His pity. God is and shall be the loving Eternal God.

Easter Sunday was a strange day of worship. The confliet of devotion
to State or God seemed to press in our souls, But the worship 1ifted
us from our humanness for God affected a drama of which no war nor

any country's need could ocrowd out of our hearts. God was the supreme
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The opinion was strongly against a politician being involved, seo
it was agreed for the time being that Noboru and Samure become
district leaders.

Noboru Miyake and Samuro Ichinose were called in., Major Selby asked
Noboru for his proposed plan, Noboru hed talked the situation over
with Mr. Ingman and wanted permission to tour every camp, towm,

and village on Kauai to arouse the Japanese for unity in the war
efforts Ichinose commented that the Japanese community needed to
be educated because many still had a strong love for Japan.

That same afternoon, the official committee was orgenized. Chas.
Ishii, Chairmans M, Shinseki, Viee-Chairmanjs M, Yamada, Seeretary;

S. Kawakami, Treasurer, Noboru and Samuro came to the organization
meeting, but our understanding was that they were not on the central
staff, It embarrassed us all for their status was not elearly ex-
plained to them, They felt that they were part of the original groupe.

As a matter of faot, I asked Miyake how Ichinose became his partner

in the deal. Noboru honestly commented that it was purely accidental,
When he conceived of a plan to go about the communities to stir the
Japanese for the American war effort, Ichinose walked into his office.
Being the first person he met, he shared his plans and Ichinose agreed
wholeheartedly. He promised sincerely to give whatever assistance
necessary to achieve the objective. Both were drawn together because
of the strong purpose and desire to work out the plan.

It was not until 2 week later that we finally settled the status of
both ¥oboru and Ichinose. As e personal opinion, I ventured to say
to Major Selby that Noboru was a foreeful leader and we should
utilize hime. Ichinose was still a question. The central staff con-
sidered the question and voted to have both as members of the central
staff,

As soon as we were formally organized, the Honolulu Emergency members
came to start us offs The Kaual group did not have a clear pieture
of the work ahead. We were organized on short notice. We hed no
concept of what we were running inte. Our only hope was to be
taught by the Homolulu leaders,

e got off on the wrong start, The committee had plamned to visit
the school teachers on the proposition of morale work and "missed
the bus" by not making the proper contact with the Superintendent of
Public Schools. Without the slightest knowledge on our gart as to

her convictions on the matter of race, ete., both Chas, Igshii and

I at different times received an hour's lecture on her objections

to racial work. I agreed that it was not Hawaii's way, but that I
was asked to help in the Japanese situation, Very disturbed as to
what should be done, I plainly asked her "Do you think we better have
meetings for the teachers of Japanese ancestry only?" She looked
puzzled, then replied, "You better hold your meetings. You are "on
the spot."







I mew that we were up sgainst a stone wall 4o bepin with, The
Fonolulu members wore quite alarmed about our teachers? meetings and
she attitude of the superintendent, Ve were at a loss, for before

we got started, the opposition was lined up., Before a month passed
(June 17th, 1942), cooperation was decidedly lacking; so the committee
went on record as followss

"We do not believe that it is worth stirrins the
hornete' nest. Sinoce the stumbling block is the
attitude of the superintendent, we feel wiser %o by-
pass the problem for the greater influence of the
oomnitteo,"”

The general aim of the sommittee was finally orystaliszed in the

word "Americanization.” We were to try to educate, direct, and guide
the Japanese community for alleout partiocipation in the war effort,

e were to clear problems arising emong Japancse or between Japanese
and the militery., We were to have the total piecture of the post-

war period in mind eand plan our education for a more camplete trange-
formation of the Japanese for a more cooperative Amerisan community.,
There was the immédiate goal of guiding for the war ofrort and then the
long view of remaking the Japanese for a mew Ameriecmn comrunity life,

Our first morale meeting was held at Vakaweli, Camp I, Sabure
Kawalkami was the main speaker for he was more offective in the Japan-
ese language than the rest. He made o short presentation of the
purpose of the morale committee as primarily a serviee group to aid
the Japanese in meking an all-out effort for imerican vistory. Yoboru
Miyake explained, in vorr broken Japancse, the orders of the day
pertaining to aliens, I made an explanation of the status of

Buddhism and the freedom of worship. We aleo gave them the invitation
of the ‘morican Red Cross to make use of their Imternational
cormunication system, The first reaction of the aliens were quite
favorables For the first time since the blitz, the aliens were able
to meet and disouss some of their problems, The aot of coming together,
the use of their native tongue, the informal way of seeking a solution
to our common problems made for a greater unity for the Ameriean wayr

effort,
They said in their own way:

"This is good.s Ue are thankful, This olears our he arts,"

e are "yoshi" (adopted sons) of ‘merica. It is our duty
to do the will of the ‘merican Govermment, We have ehildren
growing as ‘mericans, "e want to do our part for /‘merieca
snd it is the only right thing for us to do."

"fe believe in Hawaii, We are more Hawaiian than otherwise,.
We appreciate your movement, Our children ere 1007 for
‘moricas I would be naturalized if ‘meries permitss "o heove
lived here for over 40 yoars, We love Hawaeii., Because we =re







Japanese--alien enemies, we are afraid. Your movement
will be better for both America and for us.--For exmample,
when there is a fire, all those around the fire forpets
race and blood and will help extinguish it, Hewaill is
now on five., We ean't think of race and blood, Ve must
extinguish the fire, or else we all perish,"”

"I ha e determined to be loyal to America, We must all be
one,"

Moetings of this nmature were held for the citizen groupse The

reaction of the aliem group scemed so much more ap;reointiva than the

eitizens's The younger element, the teen age, end those in their

early twonties, were never numerous in attendance, Our subject

patter did no‘a interest !,h s far as they were ooncerned, morale

wr” 1ittle or nothing, or.c"'cr. they understood the meaning of doing
mothing comerete, As it turned out in the Kiawe Korps, they

slo"oa up very well, and confinued to be a strong factor.

We hold mectings for mothors and their daughters, at time together
anl at othor times, soparately. These mectings gave scme assuranse
to mothers that the army was not wholly irresponsible for its
soldiers' conduets The mothers were informed on the situation in
regard to rules on curfew, passes, and general conducts They

wore urged also to be patient snd sympathetic with their daughters
as it was a period of adjusriment for them., The giris were given a
puidance lecture on sex conduct and the proper attitude and behavior
as a becoming ‘meriecan lady., Therever such meetings were held, the
{imnediate misunderstand ing between mothers and daughters were greatly
ad justeis Suoh meotings astually met a definite need,

Ouy records indicate that we held about 161 mass meetings with an
pproximete attendance of 6723 by the end of 1942
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Korps was orgeniszed for a volunteer labor battalion, It

1 June, 1942, For a six aonths period the attendance was

1: beocame 2 target of eriticism from the organized church

lers for 1t took away some worshippers from their morning services,

I cm”l' not help but think of the professionalism of the Phariseces
in the days of Jesuse It seecmed so trifle to make an issue of the
hour of the day when a service is Christian eand vice versas The matter
was seriously considered emd the District chaplain organized a







Kiawe Korps serviee in the wide open air., This service had a
telling effect in many ways. Even those aliens who did not under-
stand English began to feel something of the seriousness and awe
of the occasion,

o oo ool oo ek

In July, Rev, Norman Schenck visited Kauai. He wanted to speak

to me on the subject of my war effort and the condition of my
churchs It was a long serious discussion., He sguarely put the
question, "Are you doing God's work or the Army's work?™ I con-
tended that it was not inconsistant with God's will for a church
leader to help others. The aliens and the Japanese community

needed someone to smooth out their relationships with the Army,

They were like sheep without o shepherd., I was not the most capable,
but I felt that my position and time could be devoted to make the
adjustment necessary for the situation, It seemed that Rev.

Schenck had a definite concept of & pastor's work as a cut and dried
ministerial function, whelly tied to the emreh, I revolted

against the intimstion that I was not doing my Christian duty, I
asked him if helping the lonely, the disillusioned, the frightened
to become courageous, more expressive in the war effort was un-
christiany I even went so far to say, "If you feel that I am not
doing my work as a pastor, say so, and ask for my resignations There
is no necessity of beating around the bush," He was not able to
commit himself on the question,

B0 ofe e 4t e e

About the first of July, Lt. Col, Wiley, Chaplain of the 165th
Division, called me to comfort the Muronaka family in Koloa, He
had received word that larry Hayso died at Schofield while on duty,
Being a soldier, Hayao's instant death was reported to the Kauai
Distriet Chaplain's office. I went the same day and met the father
and mother and brother, They were shocked at the news. They
could not believe Haymo was gone.

The Army promised to return the body to Kauai. The question of
tive was a military secret. A few days later, the body was brought
to Kausi, I was notified by Chaplain Wiley and wes asked to come
to Koloa immediately to arrange for the military funeral.

When I arrived, Chaplain Wiley was seated in the office of the Kauai
Funeral Parlors., He greeted me and at once proceeded to make out
the order of service for the funeral., We decided that the Koloa
Unien Church was to be the place, It was lLarry's church, Rev,
Smith was to give the eulogy, Chaplain Wiley was to read the seripture;
I was to offer the prayer and Rev, C.C,s Cortezen was to pronounce

. the benedietion, The KV's (Keuai Volunteers) were to be escorts
together with the military firing squade. The service was to start
promptly at 2:30 p.me







The chaplain confessed that he was glad I had come to his assistance,
He was not familiar with the hymns of the Union Church, and the
general Hawaiian atmosphere of being inter-racial at such occasions.
He decided on the band and the other military features, actually
ordering his subordinates for the various requests.

I contacted the Muronska family and the key friends for the final
arrangements. I outlined the procedure, the order of worship, and
the buriel ceremony, I explained in detail the church etiquette of
standing for the hymns and prayers. We agreed that all those that
would attend the service should be there by 2:00 pem.

The next day, the church was filled to capacity. The Japanese were
on time. The body was brought into the church, escorted by the KV's
(6 Filipinoes)s The service started promptly and was conducted in
the orderly fashion., As I was about to offer the prayer, Chaplain
Wiley whispered, "Pray in Japanese for the mother's sake,”" I did
pray in Japanese and in English, The eulogy was brief but very
effectively done by Rev, Smithe I saw several KV members in tears.

From the church the procession moved to the cemetery, The Army band
played several hymns at the graveside., The committal service was
reads The firing squad fired its final salute to the comrade gone
before thems The American flag which covered the casket was taken by
Chaplain Wiley and given to the father for his keepsake. As the
casket was lowered, the bugler blew the "Taps." The lonely notes
impressed us of the mysterious journey into eternity. The fumeral
ended on the last note of the bugle.

I never heard so many appreciative comments from the Japamese as on
that occesion., The good word was passed on from one end of Kauwai to
the other., The Japanese mothers said, "It is great to die as an
American soldier} The Army gives a beautiful funeral.

The military funeral opened the eyes of Buddhist parents %o appreciate
the Christiasn funeral service., From that time on, it mede people

in many sections willing to bury their dead in a Christian Church, I
have hed at least three funerals since. None of the three were mem-
bers of any Christian Church, and yet, there is a mood now ready

to adopt Christian rites.

sie e sle sje e e ol o

The first Sunday in September 1942 was the beginning of a fellowship
which wae to last for several months. By acecident, on September lst,
I met Lt. Col, Griffin, Distriet Chaplain of the 40th Division, at
the entrance of my church, He introduced himself and was very
friendly, He impressed me as a keen gentleman, He said, "I am an
educator in civilian 1ife." I invited him to the Sunday evening
followship we were holding for the summer months. I asked him to
bring some service men with him,







Sunday evening, he errived with Chaplain Vitehell and gix serviece men.
Ve mot in the parsonage. e sang familiar hymms for thirty minutes

and then asked Lt, Col, Griffin to speak, He spoke on a serious \
guestion "Can ar Be Reoonciled to the Christien Faith®, He gave a
poeitive angwor that Christianity was e dynemio for eguality, respect
for personality, and beecause of it, ohanges had to be made in the world.
The war 4s merely a process of the change taking place and ome oould
still believe in Cod and soelety. "Friondehip®”, he said, "is the

olue to peace and unity of w"w,:’.'md." e kmew he was a ferthright,
1iberal, a superior Mro of ehaplain ‘i,o have on the island,

The outoome of the evening was a delightful emperience, A dinmmer was
gorved ¢to all and a sooial hour :ollo.:od the informel services Chape
lain Griffin, in my abeence from the reom that evening, took a vote
on whether or not to continue the fellowshipe The oongregation voted
unanimously for such an affair every Sunday,

The story of the wholesome fellowship epread among our church members
end also among the goldiers at the Distrioct Feadguarters. (later
learned that the soldiers roported to their comrades, "Six rirls to
ones good eate and good fellewship,")

The following Sunday, we d on a dogen soldiers and all our olurch
members to be pres mt. ﬁ: was a stimulating emperience., There
was the "!0‘.“-.'?14? of mixing with the California boys. Our pgirls were

eginning to yearn for the recognition whioh pirls of other races were
the soldiers arrived on Kauai, The Jﬁe? appeal for friend-
> youth was a normal enpression f th eting followship.

The girls were never free with themselves. They had their reservations
nd in thedr way, they had the demarcation lime well drawn between
friendship and love, ‘Im rf\" fers 01 he myotery of our Japanese
girles They were very ¢ b A s and c-ui@t on other o 020 siong,
The resented as a rule, any phy -i :;v.“ expressions of friendship, Even
gtanding too closely was Ou R ¥ zlecm(e f‘ﬂi’tut‘u for many of the girls,

¢ time wont by, howover, some beocame wholesemely nequainted ar riend-

3

ips developed in o natural way,

oclal 1ife wae not the primary object of these Sundays. In October
Chaplain Mitoholl was induced to bezin the work on a choir eomroged

of our ehurch girls and his servioce men from Headguarterse The
experiment was most gucocessful, ?fI;c.-y entered into a working fellow-
ehip as well as a sooial good time, The spiritual 1ife was heightened.
The ochodr beocame the first of its kind on Faual, iftey two months of
actual rehoersal, in December, they sang at two bigz publie gat therings,
(%oloa Thes 'LM* and "cma')cﬂle Theater), During Christmas woek, the choir
vieited Mana Camp, Kalaheo Engineers, Stockade Kukuiolemo PFark,

Kalaheo Statien ?'Qcﬂﬁnl, istriot Headquarters amd the District Pattery,
One night, the ohoir sanz for Major Gemeral Repp Prush. MHe appeared in
pergon and thanked us for the musisc, On Christmas the Civilien-Soldier

*

oir broadoasted over Stetion KTOH.







The ochurch suffered very little in the actual attendance of our eivilian
populations The absence of ¢ivilian young men in the congregation

has been evident, but the male members of the chmareh had been taken

into the Army or gone to FHonolulu as defense workers prior to this
fellowshipe The young girls inocreased two-fold, Seme definitely have
come because of the novelty.

At present after seven momths with the average attendence of 50 for
suppers, six teams of girls (8 to a team) are responsible for the Sunday
meals, There are two choirs, the Hi-School girls (8 part) ehoir, and
the Soldier<Civilian Choir, The Mi-School girls renamed “Griffinites”,
are rendering the chaplains inveluable sorvice. They are engaged at
loast once or twice a week for some chaplains gervice in the army camps.

Lately sinee Pebruery, the chaplains have arranged to invite all the
church girls to a company danc Under the supervis of the ohaplain,
nyself, and a few of our older school Geashers, those danses have been
wholesome and enjoyable. As one of our girls said, "Compared to the

USO dances, I like our private dences much bettor, The soldlers behave
more like gentlemen, They see to it that we are enjoying ourselves,”

1 noticed thot in these company dances, the girls are quite personal

and friendly, sharing the fun as guests and hosts, I must admit that
gome soldiers are quite timid and our girls have commented that they were
not as friendly as some otherss

Religious faith of our members is hard to gauge A High Sehool pgirl
reported, "Reverend, I told ny mother I went to be baptired this Easter,
She was mads 0 I acked her why? She didn't answer me. T told her
that I was not going to become a Puddhist any meore. I am going to be

a Christian,” There are other indications of young people determined to
becore Christians, Already over ten have decided to join the chureh,
The other older members have showed a more oonsistant attendance since
September, 1942, It seems to me thet there §s a gtrong leaning toward
church attendance, The soldiers have stimulated attendence, yes, but
it 45 due also to the perplexed soul geeking peace,

Dr. Dunctan end I exchanged views on the church, (March 1943), He
pointed out that each racial church was fer more race consocious and

¢t was trying to rationalize the fac v pointing to the presence of
the "Haole" soldiers in their congregatio He obseorved also that

the leadership of the churches, especially on Kauai, was depleorably
unfriendly toward each other. Each pastor took eare of his little
church and did not make any effort to cooperate with any ether ehurech,
There was no sharing, no ocooperate endeavor, no persistant island-wide
plan to build a greater ehureh on Kauai,

I agreed with hime I confessed that

this present war is a racial war
and it has even potten into the leadership of the shurech, The human







will-to-power at present among the leaders is too dominant for

united action, The Japanese pastor is not willing to listen to

the "Haole" and viee-versa., It is the same with the Filipino, the
Hawaiian, ete. lMost of the rasial leaders are hesitant and not

quite ready to forget their secular struggles. I contended that it was
not new, but this war has exposed the worst in us all.

Our conversation drifted to "What must be dome about it." I stressed
the faet that the responeibility liew largely in the hands of the
"Haole” element in sontrol., They must be sincere in actually democra-
tising ite leadership, They must be willing to take a Pilipino pastor
or a Japanese pastor as an equal in a planning board, The respon-
gibility of the work on the separate islands, as well as for the
torritory, must take into full confidence, the pasters of all races
giving them equal rights to discuss and formulate policies side by side
with other leaders, 5o far, the "Haole" leaders were designated as
lords and the others were olassed a bit lower. Our seteup must change
or olse the humen faetor will always ceuse one pastor to ignore the
other, one pastor ¢to be unwilling to share his best with the other.

Dr. Dunstan quietly said, "I quite agree with you.," He pointed out

the fact that the humen will to power is always present even if we
rearrange the set-up as I want it to be. The only saving grace is from
above, "Masao, you know what I mean, /re you still willing to be

a pastor and ecarry on? There is no challenge greater than %o be a

roal pastor in this orisis," I comsciously repeated te myself, "No
challenge greater than to ocarry on as a Christian pastor in these

days of strife,” I realized anew the "wholly other" that must grip us
and ecarry us above this world, its wers and its sins.

October was our primary election, The Japanese eandidates had hesi-
toted to run, Wost of the incumbents mede wide inquiries and had

the full assurance of their "Haole" and political friends of their
supports The "Garden Island News" Editor wrote an editorial raising
the issue before the primar. clection but was mever printed for some
reason, The militery authorities were non-commital from the beginning.

i 1t turned out one representative and three supervisors ran for their
offices as inoumbents. They won as was expected in most quarters,

Soon aft-r the primary successes of the Japanese candidates, a New
York paper made o national issue of the Jepanese in Hawailen politics,
"That the sessomed politisians feared eame to pass. Yet, they were
unable o do muoh to alleviate the situation, The Semetors and Repe
resentatives on Kauel were told by the political powers at the Capitol
to ask the Japanese to withdraw,

I was not concerned at all of the political situation, In faect it
made hardly any impression on me as a matter of any serious problem,







We lived in a demoerasy and a oitizen had the full rizht to be
olected to office. I saw no reason to fear the outcome of any fair
election,

But one afternoon, October 10, 1942, we received the adv-noced information
of the editorial of our local paper, "Kauai out on the 1limb," When

it was read, I was not partioularly impressed, "It was another editor's

effort to "kiock up dust?,” I said, However, the seasoned politicians,
Voboru Miyake, Mae Shinseki, Chas, Ishii hepgen to speak quite seri-usly
sbout it. Heretofore, I mever tried %o understand thie thing called
"public opinion" of the "feeling" of the people at large. The conversa-

tiong that took place was like a burning fire which made me gee what

politiocs meant, I began to see the light, Thoy began to orystalize

the fear, the dormant political and racial antezonism inherent on

Kaual and the poscibility of "missing the bus® 4f they did not take the

proper step.

I was educated politiecally more in the two hours than in the four
oourses I memaged to pass at the University. Psychologzy, alertuess,

timing, losing now for future geins, ete., 2ll were the faots congi-

dered by the actual politiecal strategists. Stimmlated by the faotual

congiderations of the status of soeclety and their stake in the matter,

T realized for once the potential greatness of 2 real statesman,

It was not my hebit to 1@ww over politics on Saturday nights. Usually
the sermon of Sunday is aququq- but being exposed for

the first time to an notuai 011 tieal strategy, I could Lot help but
mall 4t over in my mind, The next day, 443ﬂru Viyake and Chris

atase, fellew supervisors, came to discuss the matter 'e agreed that
it should be "all or not ‘.g?". They left me with the responsibility

in my lepe

The following day, I conferred with Major Selby and gave him the
complete pioture of the situation, He sympat )d and used his good
offices to obtain first hand information nocessary to manceuver the
withdrawls, Ho contasted the G«2 in Honolulu and that mornine reoceived
a eonfidential memo from reliable sources, one of them beinz Samuel
Wilder King, our delegate. It was O’?“YO“ than ever that the Japanese
politicians at that moment would be at an advantageous position to
withéraws Samuel “ilder King offered to come in persom, if necessary,
to confor with our éandidates,

A meeting was urv~npod that afternoon for all the candidates

ant <~urv. Toboru ;"yc had uO he in Henolul .px»biﬁi.ﬂsu.

met under trying circumstances at the bedside of a







The eonferemce on our part was brief, I conveyed to the three the
opinions of the most reliable sources in Honolulu, Then we left
them to decide among themselves., After an hour, we came back to
hear their decision. They were still disocussing the matter, We
waited for another thirty minutes and, finally, they reported that
thoy decided to run, The Spokesman said, "Because the military might
suspect us as un-Ameriocan if we withdrew en bloek, we are going to
run,” I said that the military is non-committal and that it does
not reflect on anybody's character in this ecase, You can withdraw
and they can't suspect you as un-/merican because you are doing it as
part of your duty to preserve the legal status of Haweii, Then they
decided to confer again. We waited another twenty minutes and their
dooision was to runm,

I returned home with Chris Watasee. Driving slowly in the dark, we
discussed the situation intimately. With a little encouragement,

he decided to take the step, At Hanapepe, he called up the "Garden
Island” editor end made & statement of withdrawl, He notified the
county elerk of it, The oclerk was shocked at the sudden change, but
nevertheless, he took it for what is was worth., Slowly one by one,
all four ocandidates withdrew,

It was interesting as a faoctual observation that politicians in office
beocome mentally oconsitioned to their sense of powers They feel that

two or three thousand voters are with them, A feeling that "he"
represents his people, his “riends, his clique, his friend?s interest,
his community, ete,, does add %o the natural will to power, With the
conviotion that he is wented, his "ego" suffers as none of us can
imagine when he must withdraw with no apparent good reason, The
roeaction of the candidates showed that it was a deep hurts One cendi-
date actually wept in the presence of friends, Another remarked that of
the "hard lucks", he had, one was the withdrawl from polities,

I learned a lot of humn nature, Again it was an opposition that I
had to force mysgelf into, The task was for the goed o all, but the
one who suffered can never forgive so easily. Time is changing their
attitude, llore and more, they feel that they did the best thing
under the eircumstances, But the "self" 4s still difficult to wholly
convert.

LI P B B

The amniversary of Pearl Harbor was remembered by the distribution of
Service Flars on the island, The Kauai Post of the imerican lLegion

was enthusiastic in cooperating with our committee, The Army furnished
good music and the KV's provided the color guards. Every mother,

wife, brother and sister with a man in service came to these rallies.

At Hanapepe, we distributed over a 100 flags from one star to four
stars} The audience was a typleal Hawailan assembly with every race
represented, A Pilipino sat proudly alongside a Japanese mother, a
Portuguese mother sat happily with a Hawaiian, eto.s One of the G2
officers remarked to me that it certainly is a pieture of true democracy







on Kaual, He was quite touched by the physical variety of people
and reces and the spirit of unity and good fellowship. He was
right, for at publiec functions, the Hawaiian atmosphere is one of
friendship.

A thing that could only happen in wartime was displayed at the
rally. A choir composed of Japanese girls singing the female parts,
and the service men singing the male parts, sang in English an

0ld German folk song, "lLo How a Rose Ever Blooming"j; a Russian
piece, "Hark the Vesper Hymn," ete. It may take a war to breach
some of the impossible social bridges in Hawaii, The reaction of
this mixed group was also a cause of comment by the G-2 officer, Ie
encouraged the continuance of such an endeavor,

December 7, 1942, Major Selby left Kauai and our morale work for a
larger field, We were fortunate in beginning with him, and his
departure wa} a decided blow., The Major arranged for Captain Fallon
to carry on,! He was with us in the beginning and knew our problems.

He fitted ve?y well into the picture.

One of the first problems he faced was the evacuation of the families
of internees and detainees, Eight femilies of internees were ready
to leave at instant notice. They were told two weeks in advance,
There was & call for additional 15 families. Being new on the job,
both the ONIiand Capt. Fallon were lost. They asked me to appear

in their office at Port Allen with our list of the families of
detainees.

There were records of the families in their files but they were lost
as to which of the families applied for evacuation, The officers
present had no opportunity to get acquainted with the official
bulletin on the evacuation procedure. I briefly reviewed the classi-
fications as given in the bulletin and indicated the families that
had desired to be evacuated. The majority of the 23 families pro-
sessed on Kauai were half prepared to leave.

The lMorale Committee members notified the families. It was tragie
to say that in three days, they will be called to leave the island,
One of the families asked, "Why are we the ones to be evacuated?"
We answered honestly, "You must go because you are receiying
finaneiel assistance from the govermment.” This remark was related
to the social welfare department.

The following day and social welfare department was at Capt. Fallon's
office insisting that the Morale Committee had no right in disclosing
sconfidential information of their cases. I was actually labeled as
the one who exposed them, The reply was that I was asked why they
had to leaves so I told them the truth.

*
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With ell the fuss the welfare repregentatives made, they were unable
to give any material or moral assistance, The llorale Committee
drove the daughter of the exposed family (25 miles) from her home

to Lihue, got the tax clearance for the mother and hergelf and in
addition gave a $45 check for their needs,

strange sense of futility gripped me even in the evacuee situation,
re we were giving the only help that was given, but the legalistioe,
ghly educated, proflessionals in charge of social wolfare raised

storm of protest, The paradox of 1life is baffling at times, The proe-
fessionalism of the educated is so techniecal, so legalistic, so rigid
in its authority and outlook that many must suffer unnecessarily
for attempting to do good.
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The Pnglish olasses were deocided upon as a definite Americanization
project, The lorale Committee had no earthly intention of teaching
the students English with its own staff, The committee hoped that
the superintendent of publiec schools would approve it and ask the
gualified teachers to do the classroom teaching,

Noboru Miyake ocontacted the superintendent, The plan was laid dowm

for her approval, She welcomed it and promised to meet with the prin-
eipals to lay out further plansy We thought that now we could actually
\mericanize more in earmest, In the meantime, before the offieial

gdet up meeting was called, the news came out on the "Garden Island”
front pages The wording "experts" to supervise the teaching of these
classes with only five prineipals involved did not suit our super-
intendent, Shw objeoted to it in sueh a fashion that only one
prinoipal showed ups Then, also, the communication from the University
of Hawaiil Bxtension Service stating that a full time professor was

now doing Adult Fnglish Class work and if Kauasi wanted his help, he
would be here did not aid our cause,

The Committee made some blunders, The staff members failed to contact
a few principals and all around it turned out to be a grand mystery.
The prineipals received a letter before the egreed date of meeting
with a strange twist in its implied meeaninge The Superintendent
rofused to be a rubber staump to the promotion of the English Speaking
Clasces.

Our new Se2 officer, Captein Joseph J. Fallon, took over, He was able
to sit and settle the matter with the superintendents The adult
education professor came from Honolulu and between the superintendent
and himself, they arrenged for the teaching end of it, Our committee
still had %o contact the prospective students to start their classes.

In one instance, they called for twenty four students to appear. Omly
four came the first day, It was quite evident that the old folks,

45 to 60 years old, could not hike a steep hill for Inglish Classes
when it was announced previously to be near their homes, The







educator in charge was quite offended. I asked her to follow a more
sensible plan, First gather them together, discuss with them the

elass curriculum, time, and place, eto, She consented and twelve came,
They in turn promised to make two classes of twelve each,

It so happened that the Junior choir had to rehearse in the auditori-

um Tuesdays at the sdame hours as the English eldsses called me up and
said, "Why ean't the classes be held in the auditorium? If you're going
to change it, I want/to know,"

I could not imagine that a teacher or a supervisor of schools could
be 50 narrow as all that. It iudicates azain that professionalism
blinds them from their ultimate life goals, Anyone from without
attempting to invade their sphere of work meets the seme resistance
that a dictator would meet in a democracy.

Ao ok oddeoie ek e e

The Kiewe Korps, composed of thas Japanese as a big majority, became
the target of oritiocism again in January. The OCD publiecly denounced
the Kiawe Korps as secondary in the importance of the war effort

éu Kauai, The farms and gardens took priority over the Kiawe Korps
was the front page news., This was the official word for many who
wanted a legitimate excuse to stay home, (Many of them did,) After
a few weeks of trial, it turned out that the Kiawe Korps was not the
cause of the poor condition of the home gardens, One said it was the
weather and human inertia,

TEEFETLT T ]

The surprise of the year came when Chas, Ishii and I were ordered to
be present in Honolulu by the Army, Our S-2 of'ficer was not certain
of the business, We went because it was an order, As soon as we
reached town, the G-2 section disclosed the news that the War Dep wrt-
ment is taking 1,500 volunteers of Japanese ancestry on a combat
team for overseas duty. It was a heartening piece of news. Kauai
had already begun a campaign for a petition to ask the War Department
for such a privileges Over 170 earnest AJA's had signed their names.

The oonference in Honolulu was called because of the fear that 1,500
volunteers may not be aveilable. Leaders were pessimistic., Official
quarters of the selective service boards were afraid that 500 would
not be available from Honolulu, Hung Wei Ching of the Morale Section
of the 0.M.G. was skeptical of obtaining the 1,500, At this brief
conference, the Colonel asked for suggestions to obtain the quota.

He called on the Kauai delegation for we had already worked on the
idea.

I told the conference that in a rural area like ours on Kauai,
cooperation from the plantations was indispensable to success of this
nature, In our previous effort, I ocited cases wheres plantation
officials actually discouraged AJA's from signing our petition for a
privilege to volunteer, I brought up the matter of other institutions
and arencies that needed to be told on Kauai to give full cooperation.







The Colonel listened to our suggestions and promised to do every-
thing in his power to overcome the obstacles. Kauai asked for a
nrioritv for those that already signed on the first petition. It
was quite scceptable to the authorities.

The announcement of the AJA voluntary induoction was the best news

he Japanese as a whole received sinee the blitz, Heretofore, a

few were in Camp MeCoy training for combat duty but it was not as
encouraging to the home front as this special announcement. The
citizens $he¥ were most cautious in handling the promotional end of
signing up the volunteers., After two days, there were about 300, Our
8«2 officer was ingistent in the fact that it wvms enough, In many
ways he was right, He foresaw the grief and disappointment that

as to follow, On Kauwal the final total was about 784.

I was moved personally to volunteer for the chaplains corps, Before
December 7, 1941, my mind was clear as to my stemd in the coming
struzgle I was no longer convinoced that che pacifist position

was **111 tics The foroes of evil, the foraeo of migdirected
ambitions, the will to power, were so apparent that it disillusioned me
of the optimistic concepts of the theory of a natural progress in
history, There was no choice lefts Wear was evil, surely, but the

war had to be won in the realistic way. Some one had to overcome the
evil forces by force or clse there was the possibility of even the

gains in a democracy being completely lost, I decided that I would do
my share in a non-combatant capacity. The seclective service there-
fore classed me in IIT A instead of in the IV D group.

January 29, 1943, I wrote to COL. Kendall Fielder (Ge.S+Cs AsCeSe,
G-2) stating, "If the table of organization of this combat group

oalls for a chaplain, may I ask you for your aid in fulfilling the
need,” The reply came iumed;d 615.

Yamadas

I desire to promptly acknowledge receipt of your letter of January
20th tendering your services as a chaplain with the volunteer unity
which is shortly to be organiged from American citizens of Japanese

xtraotions
It is very doubtful whether or not the Tables of Organization will

euthorize 2 chaplain, However, if one is authorized you certainly will
be considered,

You and your morale comuitiee are doing a fine job on Kauai and I am
not sure but what you will be of more value %o the country in your
present capacity than as a member of a combat unit. FPlease be

ssured that your efforts are appreciated and also that your wishes
will be considered if a chaplain is authorized for this proposed unit,

Very sincerely,

(Signed) Kendall J. Fielder
Colonel, G.S.Ce, AsC, of Sey G=2







My hopes were lowered, I could not find peace because I knew
deep within, a Congregational pastor of Japanese ancestry should
go with the best youths of Hawaii., It gave me congiderable dis-
comfort to think our Hawaiian Board of Missions might "miss the
bus"s I wrote as follows to Rev. Norman Schencks

"It occured to me that you as our Congregational head ought to

inform Colonel Kendall J. Fielder, (Fort Shafter) at once that if

it is in order to suggest that a Congregational chaplain be chosen
for the post with the new regiment. I say this to you besauge

too often we don't stick our necks out enoughs We have the right to
be heard this time., We have more work in the territory than any other
denomination, Let us give the Army a falr piocture of our work and
sugzest boldly that we be rightfully recognized,”

Rev. Norman Schenck and Dr, Dunstan interviewed Colonel Fielder,

They were told that the Table of Organization did not include a

chaplain. Their impression was that I could probably qualify for officer
appointment,

I decided to go all the way in this matter and so I wrote a long
letter to Colonel Fielder.

Dear Colonel Fielder:

There is one serious matter in the business of the chaplainship for

the new unit that I believe you should bear in mind. Of course,

I am aware that the table of organization does not authorige a chaplain
at present. Yet, it you can, I hove you will make every effort for
one.,

If a chaplain is appointed for the unit, I believe strongly that he
should be an American citizen of Japanese extraction., You probably
Imow that the Christian churches in the territory have tried more

than any other institution to Americanize the Japanese., In fact,

the true American spirit is a direet result of the Christ spirit of
our Christianity. A few of us, forsaking attractive offers of
business f'rms have taken the matter seriously and become ministers.
We are aware that unless the church in Hawaii is represented with those
that are to fight for a purer democracy, the "eart of the Christian
program will be darkened, Furthermore, unless a Japanese chaplain
goes, the position of all of us as ministers in Hewaii will lose

the punch necessary for post-war reconstruction, It is pertinent that
a Japanese chaplain go and continue to work for true Americanism,

When the war mission is completed, he will be most valuable in aiding
to make the social adjustment nceded after the war in the territory,

Colonel Fielder, you know the truth about our situation in regords

to justice and equality of oprortunity based on economic and racial
life. After the war, the immer struggle for a purer democracy will
continue, It will be a definite strength to have a pastor of a ehurch







in the territory go to the front so that the churches can play

their rightful part in the post-war adjustment, It will be a

greater strength to have a Japanese minister who actually served in

a combat unit to continue speaking for demooracy and Americanism because
he went all the way himself,

We know that you have been our strength in this erisis. As an
American citizen willing to make sacrifices for the sake of

viotory, I ask you sinecerely to put up another fight for the citizens
of Japanese extraction. Please aid us in the inmclusion of a chap-
lain of Japanese descent with the new unit, Aloha}l

Sincerely yours,

Two weeks later, (Feb. 14) Lt. Col, J,.8, Harrington sent me the
application forms to be filled out and the other instructions to
complete the application. I had to take my physical examination

and obtain the Hawaiien Board's endorsement, 'I finished the
physical at the Kalaheo Station Hospital. The laboratery reports
were due a week later, go I could hardly wait, That afternoon,

I went to the Eleele Hogpital and asked for a urine analysis. The
test showed some indioation of sugar in the urine, I returned
convinced that my chancfs were gone forever., I spread the word that
I did not pass my physifal.

The following week I returned to the hospital for the final report

on my examination, Quife certain that I had failed, I asked the
sergeant, "What was the|result?” He hurriedly turned to the last
question: "Is the candidate physically fit?" "Yes" was the answer,
so he said, "You're ok", I asked a Captain in the next room to tell
me the results He looked over the form and said, "You're in the Army
nowl"” With a new lease of life, I retwrned, hoping that any day

I would be called to duty.

I finighed my applieation long in advance of the other volunteers, My
heart was clear, my hopes were raigsed, I was happy within to
imagine that I could be with my fiiends in the Army,

Before the call for a physical examin=tion was issued, several loecal
boys came to see me for personal assistance in getting them into the
preferred list, The G-2 section in Honolulu handled most of the
choices, This practice was unprecedented in the selective service
routine, Because the Army dictated to the selective service on Kauei,
at certain quarters, there was again a conflict of authority, It

was said, "How is it that Yamada kmows more sbout this than the
Selective Service Board?"







The fact remains that the AJA's as a whole were eager, sincere,

and anxious to be taken into the Army. On the day of their

physiecd examination, excitement ran high, The first half a dozen
were so excited that their blood pressure ran above normal., The
doector gave them at least two opportunities and found them passable,

At the end of the day, out of a 100 examined about 33 were rejected.
The following day, the l-boratory reports rejected three more, I
was asked to comfort the three in camp that were rejected. As soon
as a "rejeot" was called, this young man changed his facial express-
ion, his eyes ready for tears, said, "Why am I rejected?" His X-ray
gshowed some signs of danger. The other two when called sat down
broken hearted, One swore to high heaven as & personal protest to
his ill-fate.

On that same day, forty were sent home without their physicals. We
never heard so discouraged a pgroup as those that had to go home.
Later that afternoon, the quota was filled and about 20 who were
able bodied had to return to their homes, Their feet were heavy, I
saw them on Fhe trucks. They shouted their protests.

A "Haole" soldier in camp told me, "My God, I mever sew a erazy bunch
like this before." The "Haole" cook told me, "I would really like

to cook for these fellows, They certainly cooperate. « s «" The
examining dootor of a lMajor's rank told me, "We never had one case

of fainting here, On the mainland, the boys put on a fainting scene,
The trouble with these boys are mostly underweights and bad teeth,”

I contacted the American Logion to formmlaste some plans for the
recognition éf the boys. The Cormmander of the Legion was anxious

to do his shgre, but somchow the organization did not show a

definite 1nt;rest. The Kauai Service Command took over the program and
made a very Impressive Militery aloha for them, In the audience over
2,000 parentg end friends of Japanese ancestry were present, I
noticed onlyjone "Haole" family present outside of a few who par-
ticipated in{the progrem. The Moirs of Koloa were about the omly
ones walking 'among the boys and bidding them goodbye.

Colonel Doylé of the Kauai Service Command euthorized me to hold

a service of worship for them on that Sunday morning, I was grate-
ful for the opportunitv, I tried to enter into their spirit and
their solemm responsibility looming ahead, My thought was that a
modern soldier was not only a wrecker of manemede structure-<the
political scheme, economic s'rustures, etec.,, but also, one who fought
to build a new world structure of enduring permanence. I insisted
that God has a definite place in our hearts for that great task., We
wreck easily emough, but with God's will end Grace, we must build
anew, The Catholic Major was glad that I was with them and preached
the sermon.







The boys left on Monday, M-reh 15th. All civilians were asgked

to leave the grounds. I was permitted to bid every boy farewvell,
As they boarded their trucks, full of enthusiasm, and a determined
will to go through, I said, "Goodbye." My best companions, those
who did so much on the Morale Committee, those who fought side by side
for the cause of true Americanism were leaving. Before I ecould
say "goodbye" to Mutt Miyake, he was in tears., I was unable to
keep back my own., Norito Kawakami, Shuichi Sakamoto, Masato
Sugihara, Mutt Arashiro, all the best in character and ability,
leaving their wives and children behind to meke the supreme sac-
rifice for their country was a touching parade which I will never
be able to forget. If they never return, I, at least, will have
that indelible picture of those loyal friends who went forth to
make America free,

e e ke e ok ok ok skoke

I left for Honmolulu on a specific business of the Morale Committee

on Marech 23rd. In Honolulu, my mother and I sat anxiously on the
night of the 25th, thinking about the prospect of my youngest brother's
inductions The next day he was called., That evening I met my

mother, She had happy tears in her eyes. She said, "With so

meny sons (6), one at least should be in the army, Since Mitsugi
voluntesred, as a mother who received so much from America, I

can now walk the streets with head erect. I am a mother of a "son

in the service." She said it in a tone completely s-tisfied as

if her God whispered, "Well done."







Interview between Kent Silverthomne and Yuyeki 4oshinaga
February 26, 1945

What is your full name?

Suyeki Yoshinaga.

What is your former home?

Montainview, California

« You were in the &rmy weren't you?

you drafted?
Yes.
When?
August of last year,
Did you go to Army Training Camp?
Yes, “Yamp Blanding, Florida.
You were given an honorable discharge for physical disability?
Yes, in December 3, 1944.
where were you born?
ean Jose, California
Are you married to a citizen?
Yes.
Do you have any children?
One child.
Where was your family when you were in the Army?
Heart Mountain Helocation Center.
After leaving the Army did you go to Heart Mountain?

Yes.

When did you come down here s







I just kind of looked around, visited neighbors.

Came on a vaturday and couldn't do anything. 1he next day

was Yunday and I couldn't do anything on that day. Ilionday

I went to the Veterans % ervice,

Is that the U.S.E.S.

Yes,they are together.

Where was that?

San Jose.

Did you ask them for employment?

Yes.

Any particular kind?

Working in cannery or driving trucks. ZIrucking job was out
but I was going to go see some trucking companies myself,
The Garden City irucking Company sed to have Japanese driv-
ing, but I didn't go. It was hopeless after what 1 heard.
They didn't have anything in the cannery line. Canneries
are closed., They asked if I was interested in any other
type of work. I said I would take anything. <+hey told me
to go to Parm Lebor Office. They czlled the Santa “ruz
Packing Company, packers of fresh vegetables. <They wanted

drivers and ranch workers. They asked for the Field Man,
He wasn't there so they asked if they would hire Jipanese
to work for them. They said they did not hire Japanese

and that these were orders from the head office.







What office was that?
vanta Cruz Packing “ompany.
Didn't they glve any reason.
No, but that was my guess.
Did they try some other place after that?
They tried some ranches but there was no housing snd I didn't
have transportation to get out to the ranch.
Did they indicate whether they would have taken you?
No, the boss wasn't there in one case. Talked
They told me to call back. I didn't call
day was holiday so I didn't
the U, . Employment Uffice
but éidn't have anything at
Clara Baking Company. The way
to hire me, but were
ther try anything else?

question there,

-
~

ork orders?
e

Thney didn't give me much of a chance. Could have looked into

files.

You had the feeling that they weren't trying to help?

It looked that way. <+hey were sort of picking out the jobs.
Then there was a pl:=ce in Los Gatos , the c¢reamery, but there
was no way of me getting up there, also & job in the laundry

that I didn't want. ZThey only gave jobs in lines that other







people didn't want. They gave me

out

and see a fellow. He was not

ome back and see nim., 41

give it up?

did you

They were Itallan people. 4he vegetable growers

against us.

Would this Italian woman you talked to?
No I didn't talk to them.
Didn't you go down?

the &mployment Of

"ense plant of some

Pruning trees.

Caucasian?

vind

coked

worked
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A, Yes, for & lady by the name of

because she is a widow &and her other
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A, I think they might.
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POINTS TO BE CONSIDERED IN A PROGRAM FOR WEST COAST NISEI

{ The following points -are made with the realization thatthe most im-
* portant thing to be accomplished is to assist the returning Nisel,
in a wholesame and constructive manner, to find themselves and to
meke positive adjustments to normal living after three years in a
relocation center. 1n order to dothis, it is first necessary to
realize a certain number of problems and approaches to the total
situation, The following points will give the main outline approa-

ches to be used in the program:

1., What natural groups are now present for various types of social
activities among the Nisei?

In connection with this point, there are two important consider-
ations: first, during the three-yeer period in the centers, so-
ciel groups became rather strongly established; second, since the
p eople evacuated from the Seattle areas were placed in several
relocation centers (Most of the Nigei returning will come from
Minidoka and Heart liountain Projeets, but there are a scattered
few from Tule Lake and the other seven centers.), the Nisei will
also tend to associate in terms of the projects from which they
have come.

2, What are the geogrephical or ecological distributions of such
groups and individuals concerned?

Youngsters who associated in camp on the basis of proximity and
comnon interests are now dispersed throughout the city and sur-
rounding communities to such an extent thatitis often difficult
for them to get together, 1t is also necessary to realize that
at this time, the Japanese Americean population is still shifting
within the area as better housing is available and as people
move from hostels to more permanent residences.

3, Does the person's being a Nisei either in reality or psychologi-
cally tend to influence his or her participation in school-sponsored
and community-sponsored activities? How? :

Letters received from young people recently returned to their
former homes have reported that they feel as if they were merely
tolerated and not really members of the school groups or communi-
ties. Whether or not this is true in reality, it is at least sig-
nificant in terms of psychological and emotional adjustment pro-
blems.

4, What are the social-psychological attitudes of Nisei toward their
present situations? What may be the backgrounds for these attitudes?

Correspondence from Nisel to their friends at the project and
more recently, contacts with them here in Seattle, seem to indi-
cate that many of the young people are experiencing a sort of let-
down on returning to the city which they have idealized as their
home-town for the past three years,

5, What progrems do the Nisei need and feel the most positive toward?

6., What organized groups in the various communities are available for

cooperation? eva:
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a., What are their attitudes?

b. What status-role groups make up their membership?
¢. What facilities are available for use? :
d, Wnat finances are available, if eny?

It would seem desirable to make fullest possible use of the exist-
ing facilities for helping the Nisel.

7. What groups mey be open to an educational program for aid to
Nisei?

There are some groups which are potentially in a position to
give constructive help, but are either unaware of the problems
as carried over from relocation c¢enter experiences or will need
guidance in taking positive steps in terms of this frame of re-
ference,

8., What amount of positive contact has been established with friends
end groups from re-evacustion days?

ae Problems of why not established.
b. How established?

9. What are the attitudes of other ethnic groups in the community
toward cooperation, etc.?

10, What are the problems of coordinating various groups with Nisei?

Items 9, and 10 will require analysis and synthesis of the

8
materiai collected,

11, What are the problems of Nisei groupings and organizations?

12. What general types of problems are confronting the Nisel as indi-
viduals?

Personal difficulties may be hindering the desirable adjustment of
individuel Nisei to their new communities. LIf there are a few
common problems, perhaps solving them as such will be more effec-
tual than handling them repeatedly in individual cases. One such
problem seems to be the matter of transferring credits from pro-
jeet shcools to the city schools; if a thorough discussion and in-
terpretation of the project educational systems could be arranged
with the city school administrators, many youngsters' problems
could be met and a uniform interpretation given to WRA school re-
cords. This would remove feelings of insecurity and dissatisfac-
tion on the part of meny returnees., FPerhaps there are other
problmes whichcould be met by going to their sources--either in
the community or among the Nisei themselves.

It is to be expected that the points covered end the method of in-
vestigation may have to be modified on the basis of experience and
findings. However, such information should be of help to all agencies
and individuals who are interested in meeting the needs of the re-
turning Nisei, as well as presenting same points applicable to other
ethnic groups.







It is estimated that the two individuals available for oar?ying on
such a study could make an aspprecimble start toward answering the
questions above in a period of six weeks or two months at the very
least. Their expenses for one month would probably emount to a mi-
nimum of $130 a piece.

The following diagrsmmatic sketch will present the functional rela-
tionships involved in working out these problems}
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YWCA and YMCA groups
Recreational groups

3. Recommended programs and policies as well as some practical
steps established by direct contact and work, depending upon

situations as experienced in work with the Nisei and compara-
ble groups.

Bases for coordinating efforts of the community in relation to
Nisei as well as presenting some general principles applicable
to comparable minority groups situations,

5. JInterpretation of facilities, etec. to Nigel

It would be recognized in working out the Nisel problem as outlined
in the above diagram and the accompanying twelve principles and pro-
blems, that certsin things are to be considered relative to the work-
ers that will be doing this job:

1., Both are known By all of the Nisei resettling in this area---
90% of the cases it would be safe to say that they are known
personally, in the other 10% they are known by reputation.

Both have been personally associated with Nisei activities such
as school, recreation, Boy Scouts, Girl Reserves, juvenile de=-
linquency, in a relocation center,

Close personal contact has been maintained with these two work-

ers by letter snd visits since the Nisei's resettlement from a
relocation center,

One has had three year's experience in a relocation center work-
ing with young people, and the other has had eighteen months of
relocation center experience as well as hav1ng wo rked seven
years with Nisei and other minority groups in Utsh, California,
Arizona, end New Mexico,

With this in mind, the personal type of relationship could be used to
an advantage in finding the real bases for problems that automatically
develop out of the changed living experiences of these young people of
Japanese ancestry, especially since thgy are returning to an abnormal
community. This community to which they have returned is abnormal in
terms of congested housing conditions, recreational facilities,schools,
as well as a displaced economic base,

1t seems imp erative that if any type of concrete adjustment progrmm
is worked out, it must be worked out upon a personal contact basis in-
stead of a general over-all one, It is a well-known fact, discovered
by workers in race relatjons, that by and large, persons are reticent
in explaining or presenting their personal adjustment problems to com-
parative strangers, especially of a different ethnic groups,







Again, it should be stated that in contemplating a program such as
outlined, certain common techniques and problems relative to other
racial or minority groups may be established and uncovered, Thus,

in the finel analysis, it is believed that such a program as this
will in meny respects be applicable to comparable minority or ra-

cial groups,







Andrew Y, Rurods, the author of these letters, is a young
Mothodlet minister who was my student for three years at Aubura
Theologioal Seminary. He was born in Japan and has been in this
eountry asbout ten years. He is one of the best of all of the
many Japanese students whom I have had, probably the best, For
gseveral years he has served Churches in Vashingtom and Oregon.
He now has pormenent status as a resident in this country, I
ocan vouch for his complete honesty and also for his carefulness
in everything that he says and does. The letters reveal em
intensity of devotion to Ameriec and to Demoeracy that would
be notable in any groupe. I agree with the words of Galen Fisher:
*Y think that Kuroda's letters are valuable higtorieal documents,
as well as thrilling reading.”

I am glad to record that Kureda and his family are both out
of the relosation center. Nrs, Furoda and their two children, one
born efter the episodes desoribed in these letters are with her
parents in Colorado and Kuroda himgelf is in Ann Arbor, working
in the Japanese langusge School of the University of Miechigan,
under the Military Intelligence Service.

/s/ John G, Bennett
John C. Bennett

Permanant address
Union Theologieal Seminary
35041 Broadway
Wew York City 27
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Dre John C, Bennett 1601-D
1042 Shattueck Avenue Newell, Cal,
Berkeley, California

Peb, 19, 1943

Deay Dr. Bermetts

Thank you very mmoh for gending me a Federal
Counsil report, It is nice of you to have insluded so
mach of the Japanese~American problem in the report,

A package of your Touchstone of Democracy was
confiseated by MP at the Post Offices Mr. Shirrell once
told me that there is no censorship of books and magasines,
English or Jopanese, except publications of Jehovah's

itnesses. I do not know whether this cengorship of
pamphlets is due to the new regulation or to the "diseretion"
of the individual MP on duty. A few days later when we
went to Ir. Jacoby to talk about the matter, he returned

the package, with the remark, "It's silly to have done this."

Thero s & "iGW turn of events developing whioh hag
serious and important implications upon the future of the
Japanese people in this country,.

SITUATIONs 1e Wer Department has announced to resume

taking Wisel into armed forees and to open the way for them

to work in defense industrye. President Roogevelt has

expregsed his full epprowal of the plam of War Department,

2+ /An army team of four, ineluding one Wigel sergeant, headed
by lst lisutanant arrived on Pebs 7e

3+ They held mass-meetings at soveral places throughout

the colony Feb. 9, explaining the purpose of this move by reading
the prepared statement of War Dept. No period of guestion

and angwer was allowed, mainly due to lack of time, beocause they
said that the original and the translation were to de published
next morning as the suppliment te the papers

4. Registration of all oitigens, male and women, eand all
aliens, 17 years and over, started in each blosk. Feb, 10,

FURPOSE: 1s For male Figei, registration of Seleotive
Service. 2, To got volunteers for a "separate” army unit
to be composed of solely soldiers of the imerican eitigens
of Japanese ancestry. 8. To map the manepower situation
for those wio do not fit for military service, to be used

in defense worke 4. To map the manepower situation of
women oitigens, (Cuestions "Are you willing to work in the
Volunteer Nurses' Corps, or Waaos, if opportunity presents
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itgelf, end you are qualified?) 6., To speed up the clearance of Issels
(FPor male oitigens, the form is of Selective Servisce., For women
oitigens and aliens, the form is the clearance applicatien of WRA)

ISSUES INVOLVED: 1, Test of loyalty on the individual basises (Question
for all people: "Do you swear the ungualified allegisnee %o the United
States, and forgwear all the allegionce to the Emperor of Japan or o
eny govermment of any foreizn countries?) 2. A ease of segregated

army units, another ingtanee of Jim Crowisme 8. Women's registration
prior to the rest of the country, and to the ensotment of the laws

4+ Tirst experiment, possibly, of the totel man-power mobiligation,

that might be applied to the whole nation.

REACTION OF THE PROPLF: Confusion end commotion spread immediately

all over the coleny., This wag largely due to the lsok of explanation

and information, as in the pasts Before people has time to read the
statement of War Dept., they had to register. Naturally they were
hesitant and refuged to do so. Wednesday evening, Febs 10, all the
blocks had blook meeting., Radieals shouted loud, snd dominated the
meoting, as in the ecagse of the meetinges of the similer nature.

I noticed how far resentment and bitterness of ewacuntion end detention
went among the people, b%oth citizens and nonecitigens further than I
expected,s Vhy are only Wisei compelled to register again for the Seleective
Service while the other oitigens ere not so required? How many times do
we have t0 express our loyalty to this country while we have gome through
so much hardship as our necegsary share of loyalty? Is there any assurance
of full oitizend rights restored, if we serve in the armed forces? lio Nisei
soldiers camot enter the Military irea Noe 1, comsequently they cammot
vigit their parents in the WRA genters in that area, that is Manganer and
Tule lLake, before they go to overseas. (Since then, army removed this
restriotion.) "hat provisions would the govermment give to our perents
and families, if we gerve in the armed forees? We don't want o fight in
the front while our parents and fomiliies are detained in a concentration
eamp behind the barbed wire, under the watehetowers, meanmed with the
goldiers of the same uniform which we alse wears Does registeation

means volunSeering? (Questiom: "Are you willing to serve the

armed foress of the United States for combat duty, wherever ordered?)

We are willing to gerve in the armed forees, but not to velunteer,

We cannot say 'yes' to segregated army units., (It was ennounced sinee
then that this separate unit is csompoged of only velunteers, snd selectees
will go to ordinary mixed units. Those Nigel soldiers already in the
ermy will not be trensferred to this separate unit unless they wish to
volunteer.) But if there are not enocugh voluntesr to compogse the separate
unit, would the govermment draft us into it? Whet eassurance would the
govermment give thet there won't be any other segregated units besides
this proposed unit to be trained at Camp Shilby, Miss. when already

there is a unit, 100th at Camp WoCoy, Wise., composed of only Haowaiian
Japanese? If we don't want to be resettled elsewhere outside of the camp,
why do we have to apply for clearance whieh invelves the same question

of loyalty above quoted? This question of loyulty is unfair, because
Issei are not oligible to eitigenship, and if they forswear their
allegianse to Japan, they would bocome eitigens without country. (Se

an alternate guestion was adopted by the government, whiech I think is

the oredit to the govermment for its fairness end broad-mindedness, o
read as follows: "Will you swear to abide by the laws of the United
States and to take no eetion whioch would in any way interfere with the
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wayr effort of the United States?" lNoresver, aliens can qualify even
this question as individuals wish,) We don't want to go out, unless
the government indemnifies the loss incurred upon us so far, assures
the job outside for us, and guarantees the safety outside.

Thogse questions were collected and sorted by the City Couneil and
Planning Board (Issei "City Couneil”) and handed to the army representative
and the WRA, In the nomntime, registration was virtually at standstill.
Tacit and grim pressures were felt by all the moderates. The answers
ecame on Feb, 15 and were read in the blook meetings throughout the solemy in
the evening of 18the The project Administration again warned the people
that registration is compulsory, and that 41t would be the good of the
colonists themselves.

Yet, the response was unsatisfactorys So From Peb, 18, registration
hags been held at the Administration area, instead of blook managers'
offices, and certain blocks were sun:oned to register at certain time,
A1l those who have vegistered would get a eard which they have to ecarry
at all timess

I do not know the result. I still believe, at least hope to believe,
that majority of Issei would register, snd majority of Nisel would of course,
But some Issei parents are exerting a great pressure upon Nigei, But it
sickened me to hear that already 800 Issei and Nisel have applied for repat-
ristion & expatriation to Japan, (Those who applied for repatriation do not
have to register nor are they allowed to go out of this camp for the duration,)
One teacher who is helping register (The schools are in recess sinee registrate
ion shdrted, beoause teachers are helping) said that the ratie 1 for regist-
rationrand 20 for application for repatriation at present, The whole
thiny siokenad me a great deal,

I think this is a test of loyalty, and the future of the Japanese
residents of this country depends upon this eritical moment, This new
departure of army is en the right direction of the history, and by far
the best news we have ever had gince evacuation. This is an opportunity
to test our loyalty, both citigzens and non~citigens, on the individual
bagiss (Remember, the Harper's artlele by a naval intelligence officer?)
This is no time to got emotional and count the past hardship, mistreat-
mont and injustices (There waes not without reason for army to evaonate
the Japanese, because we knew myself that there were disloyal elements,
though small in number, among us, and the govermment could not pesaibly
sift them in short time. Now they say that they are ready to dis.>iminate),
People, in our block meeting, counted the past injustises, and suid wn
want to fight backs Yes, I said, we have to fight to improve our
status es a raselal minority. 3ut 1t depends on how to fight., If we
refuse to register, the govermment wouldn't lose anything, while we lose
everything, even our eitisenship. Then, what's the use of fighting?

Ve have nothing to fight for, nothing to fight withs "Better to light
the oandle than to curse the darkuess.” Don't let this schance of proving
your loyalty pass carelessly. Thus, I suscessfully prevented the meeting
from voting to refuse %o register as a block en magsses But some of them
and most of Issel did not 1ike what I said.

I gee also a great significance in the situation in whioh this
new move of the army wns introducsed. For sometime there have been cuteries
about alleged "pampering” and "coddling” of the evaocueecs, about
WRA eenters to army, eto. Semate Military Committee has decided to send
its sub-committee to investigate the situation. Ameriean legion in
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various places hag been busy to demand the gtate legislatures to reveke
eitigenghip of Wiged and “"deport" them to Japan after the war, Politiociang
of vested interests have beon introducing bills to the state legislature
to dlock the Japanese from returning to their old homes after the war, ete.
This new army move, anmounced in the midst of those outeries, with full
epproval of the Fresident, is a silent rebuttal of the government against
those anti-Japanese fasoistic elements of the nations If we do not
cooperate with the government, we are actually helping thoge enemies of
ours and defeatin: the goverrment and hanging ourselves, to speak nothing
sbout justifying the evacuation and detention we have been fighting.

How dund thege ereatures are, not to realige this in the light of the historical
perspootive §

\rmy and WRA have been remarkably patient about the situation.
T wes told that army wae antioipating for some kind of trouble te happen.
Alse OYT is cooperating with the "RA in holding the news of what is happening
in the eenterss But unless we cooperate with the goverament the publie
opinion might turn to worge from that of present ®hich is no good at alle

1f people quiet their emotional stir-up, we can reason with them.
T even eited for them the statement of Gemeral Baron Dadeo Arald, minister
of war at the time of the Manchurian Inecident, whioh he made in 1936 as
minister of edusation to the effect: "Nisel as eoitisens and Isgei as their
pavents should be loyal to the United Statess There is a saying in Orient,
"Por the sake of the ¢ause, seerifice your own parent.” Ingtances are not
Jacking in the history of Japam when father and son, brother and brother,
fought eash other for the sake of the eauses I dread to think of o war
between inwries and Japan, but for the sake of argument, suppose war between
smerica and Japan took place, we expect Nisel :nd Issel stay loyal to Ameriea
and, if neeessary, take arm for Amerioca against Japame Those who straddle on
the fenge and undecided sbout their loyalty are umworthy of the Spirit of
Wippon, and cannot be aocepted in Japsms As the cherry trees along the
Potomao bloeom more besutifully than thesge in Japan, so you, American ecitisens
of Japanese Aneestry and their parents in Americe, should manifest the spirit
of the race by being loyal to the United States.” However, I could not get
much friendly reactions Shigeo Tansbeo is also quite unpopuler, besause he
has written a series of artioles on reseottlement in the Christian Yews letter,
Daisuke Kitagewa is also very unpopular, because he is an "official” translater
of the Administration, and regarded as a tool of the Administration, lHowever,
we do0 not think bodily harm would be inflicted upon use. No threat has been
received by all of use Church people are warning us to be carefuls 2 warden
is standing always to guard Daisuke, howevers

When I registered, I used the original question of loyally, fer
T 444 not have to modify it to the alternate forme When I left Japan,
with my passport changed to that of a minister, I spiritually remounced
my oitigenship of Japans That might make me & citizen without a country.
Put I have faith in the United States that it would protect a lawe
abiding resident, though he is inelijible to naturalisation. Iy sense
of ealling as & minigber of Christ veguires me to live and die in this
lands Also my political belief as an anti-faselist had much o do in
making me chooge the present stands Bad demooracy is better than good
totalibarianisms I‘merican democracy is mot perfect, and we have gone
through subefaseistic trectment, But that would not make me antie
demoeratic, but would moke me more determined ¢o realige the ideas and
jdeals of demoeracy in actual social relationshipse Our hardship is
& small gaorifice for those ideals Lo be realised.
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1 took the

liberty of giving your name for references. Thank yous

1t seems like that the worgt part of winter has passed, Ve are
hevine a very niee spring weather. But we shall ave oocasional cold

wonther, as we had to make fire in the stove when we arrived here last
June s

Vay I ask for your favor?
to Ykeep my appointments.
shop next times

1 could not get o 1943 pocket dlery
1 shall eppreciate if you pemember it when you

Both Julia and Franeis are fine end join me in sending thelr
greetings to you and Mg, Bemnelt.

Yours very sincerely,
,'s,’" Andvew ¥, Kurode

antyar T Eareoda







16801-D
m‘ll. Cal,

Hidnight
Sun. Feb, 21, 1943

gy Dre Bennetts

n irrevocadle damage has been done, We went too far, I am
afrald we sannot turn the course now, which is getting worse,

Friday, Veb. 19, they stom‘:ed acoepting epplications for
repatriations It was announced that everybody hed to regilster
rogardless of one's intention of repatricting or not,

Today, Sunday, afterncem, cbout 5:00, just before supper,
& group of soldiers came to take 35 male eitisens out of their homes
of one block to somewhere, we don't knows

This made the nitwi;;'.\:, worges It is rumored that genmeral
strike of non-registration starts to worrow in protest against this
arrest, Arrests were made im oo y1iance with the law preseribed for
thoge who obstruet the registration for the armed service in time of
war with the pem ?.';r of less '“» 20 yoars in imprisémment and £10,000

He

LANS e

1t is reported that about 100 more soldiers have arrived to reiunforce

00 e

People are getting more emotionals I%%s 1m0 use of reasoning

with theme

I just came baok !.‘x'u;w the emergency ministerial meeting,
iseppointed at the atmosphere of the meeting,

@ are hoping that we won't repeat the NMengenar ineident.

position ds a ministe: f;o ting else very difficult,
have command o“ influence over my own cons-
tituents, not very large group. fut here in this Unien Chureh, I
have to deal with others whe are almost impogsible to deal with. I
cannot leave this samp before the peoples And if this situstion
continues, I am afvraid, I am not very useful ameng the people.

I am confident that I

'§.GE].

@ are still 2ll safe, and in one piece, we three min

minis
w walting and sitting ticht to see how the situation devele

Yours very sincerely,
/8/ hindrew Y. Kuroda

indrew Y, Euroda
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Feb, 23, 1943
Dear Dr, Bennetts

lagt night five magked men came into my house and bDeat me up.
It was about 10:00 pems I wag Salking with Julia about the block meeting
from which I just came basck, Ve heard gib, abrupt knoeks at the door.
We immedintely Ilmew that it eame, They were all magked, and we could not
identify them, The first one asked me in polite Japanese, "Are you the
Reverend Turoda?” I answered, "I am.," le said something we both could
not elearly satoh, but in effect, "you adviged, didn't you, not %o gerve in
the Jepanese army (Imperial Japanese Army)." While he was saying they
drew clubs, shaped in a Japsnese sword, from under their mackinuws,
Thep thoy started to beat me on a oof we used as a eouch, One man said,
"o take revenge on you." They beat me on the right side of my body,
hand, shoulder, baok o legs One man was watohing Julia so that she
might not soream, After they beat me a fow mimutes, they rushed off. I
thought, however, it was not so rough, but Julia said it was plenty
rough, Yot I hed only miner brulges. I was nom<resgisgtant, end that
was goode

Two wardens came % guard my houses I went to bed with ny
ghirt and trousers on %o be prepared for another attask, But nothing
happened for the rest of the night.

Ve heard that Kitegeawa wes 8lso beatens But that was just a
rumers He is still safe, but somebody heard that 4t is his turn tonight,.
We are worried about the Tanabes, because Shigeo was also eyed, and his
wife went to register despite the blook werning not te registers. They
are still gafe, however.

The general atmosphere is better than yesterday. I thought the
ghowdown would be around this noons Por last night, I heard that
$00 Kibeis met and agitated (those five who attacked me wer:, I suspeet,
gent from there) and voted to assemble at the outdoor stage this
morning at 9:00, and then to march to the administration building.
That would mean, of course amother Manganar incident, and o martial
law would be deolared, Put Issei stopped the meeting, while Hisei of
gsocattered blocks came up to volee their opinion, unscared with the
bluff of Kiebee, and voted for registration, The situation now seems
that "the loyalists” have now gained slightly the influemce over "the
rebels”. lowever, tonight, the Eibei ealled snother meeting,
inviting representatives from Issel and Nisei. ¥his meeting is a
congpird one, so the ohenoes are that they may vote for "a mareh to
ad” in the neme of the colonists. DPut mapy people who came to see me
today agreed that they, "the rebels”, ave alienated themselves from
the sympathy of the general ocolonists by their aects of violenece.

Thig is 2 hopeful sign, and I am glad ebout it, Despite the
gense of insecurity of whether another attack might be inflicted on
mo, I am in a happler state of mind than the time I wrote you last.

T wrote that letter after I came back from an emergenoy meeting
of ministers after 35 persons were srrested Sundaye The atmogphere
of the meeting was emotional, snd I could not suecessfully reasom with
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them, besause the meeting was, I suspeect, called by "an intimidation"
of a group of laymen, and they were there with us. We should have
mode it a olosed session, Anyway, Kitagawe was always abgent these
days, beocause the Flamning Board was almost constantly in session,
and Shigeo Tanabe oould not speak Japanese as he wishes to. Seo
despite the doctor's order, I felt constrained to speak up what I
believed and interpreted the events of the time.

At that meeting,finally, after some tense argument,
they deoided to invite the Spanish Consul to comes Spanish govermment
is representing Japanmese gove mment, but they have nothing to do with
¥isei, citigens, and we are not having citigens® registrations I pointed out
that, but they argned that there is no difference between Issel and
Nisei, we are all treated as aliens nows Of such = genseless position
I could not recson with themes The atmosphere was bed and pessimistie.
Tt was 1ike o block meeting, following a few loud-voiced ngitators.
I remember I wrote you 2 rather pessimistie letter.

Then next morning, we minigters net again, end discussed
further chout our iegrom vo the Spanish Semzule I tried to delay
this setion which seemed to have not muoh gense in 1%, so I objected
to gend it in the name of the Unien Chmreh without consulting with
the Offieial Board, They said that there was not much time %o do 1%,
but finally we doeided to eall the Board meeting in the afternocon.

In the meantime I heard that the people got the news about
the telegram to the Spenisgh Cousul, snd the preposal to the Frojeet
Director to suspend registration until he arrives here. Now the v
peoplw were so despepate, and did not Imow what to do, they weloomed
this move, whiech I don't believe would never be materialised, and got
guiet down, saying, we might as well be guiet until the enswer eomes
from the Consul, I did not imegine that a proposal that seemed to me
gengeless, 'ad such an sppessing effect. So fimally, it was offiecially
adopted by the Offiecial Board and put into sotioms I let it go at
that, becsuse I wes sn opportunist about that matter sinee I saw an
eppeasing effect upon the stirred-up peoples

Then egain, we were led to disouss about registration,aid
again T foll constrained to speak ups This time I was encouraged by several
sool-hoaddd officers, and even & radieal minister eame to see my
point, that is, we all aim at restoring full rights of Nisei, but
if we refuse to register, thoy would lose the very teel by which they
have o defend their rights, Fhy not make your loyalty unsuspected
firsti

The conversion of this minigter was carried out in his block
meoting last night, as he related 1t to me this afternoon, when e
was aecused ag a doubledoross by the rebels, but cheered by Nisei, and
when one of the hote-heads tried to hit him, meny Nisei came and
gsurrounded him for protection, I was glad to hear this atory.

Coming baok %o the last night's inoident, ome pre-theclogy
student came to stay with us after my beating, but was ealled to his
own blook meeting to speak his opinions The purpose of the meeting,
instigeted by a group of militant Kidbeis, was to get the people's
gignatures for declaration not to registers This boy, big, husky,
talented, having a power to hold the people's attention, being an
agtor of the little Theater here named Perry Saite, stated his
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own conviction as a citigen, then related my inecident, with tears

in his eyes, as his ocousin tole me, how cowardly an action it was

on the side of attackers, how poisonous this element is among the
people, eto., then pointed his finger to the assembled group, "I
ghallenge voul If you want to attack Rev. Kuroda and others, come

and beat me,”" The people who were swayed by the agiltators and started
to sigh the paper were swayed baok, snd those who had already signed
caneelled 1%, and the blook's opinion was recorded in favor of
registration.

S0, I was glad that my beating was not in vain after all.

It is something whioh vou cannot possibly imegine how terrific
the pressure upon "the loyalists" is--both from social, parental,
and physical harm. But I hold my Church people who eame to see me
that this period of ingecurity and tension under pressure won't last
long, and this is the time of test of the guality and degree of our
loyealty to this country and faithfulness to our principles, and
urged them to register, to batk up their children to register.

All &y church people. in my block were regarded as "dogs", epithet
they like to use for "government sples". The people try to avoid to talk
with us, and the atmosphere is very unpleasant. Ny wife said that
she does not like to eat at the mess-hall, My Church people in other
blocks are all "loyalists", generally speaking, and I am happy about
its Christiens are now regarded as "dogs". Christians are more
thinking, have more contact with the Caucasians than Buddhists, have
wider outlook. So they judge better snd act better. Also they are not
afraid to stick to their belief. l'ho.ay are more sool-headed and determined,
that make them conspicous than others. That's why they e¢all us "dogs". Of
course 411 the Christisns are not like that and ell the Buddhists are not
sontrary, either. I am sorry sbout two ladies of my blook who are not
baptized Christisns but oome to the Chureh quite faithfully, who are
elled by the people "dogs" teo, because they come to the church, and
assosiate with uses Por them it's a greater persecution than for use

If this situation eontinuew, then the line would be c¢learly
drawn between the two groups, and it is most unadvisable to keep them
in the same camp. Some kind of segregating means must be adopted.
Already, my usefulness as a minister among the non-Christisng has
been greatly hampered. I think the resettlement program for the loyal
would be speeded up as in Mangenar. My future, therefore, iz quite
uncertain., If I contimue to be subjected to violence, I and my
fomily may have to leave before my flock, which I hate to dos We ghall
wait and see. A

With me, so far as I khow, two other persons were attacked
last night. One, editor of the Japanese seotion of the paper, got
injury, which required 17 stitches or 7 stitches, according to the
gources of information, and one broken arm. He iz in the hogpital.
The other was siock in bed, so escapeéd from bodily harm, but his house
wag stoned.

It's now pagt 9:30, who knows whether they might come back again?
T am not afraid, and I think I know a technique of getting beaten.
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Press and radio are reporting this mess of Tule lake, aren't
they? They got the news after those arrested Sunday were brought to
Alturas or Klamath Falls. I heard that there are some who are being
held just outside of the projeet in an abandoned WRA building.

Undoubtedly this helped the Jap<baiters and embarrassed the
friends of the Japanese, like you, who have been trying to help us
under the diffioult oiroumstances. 7To think of that and that we almost
wasted our suffering and herdship of the past one year since evacuation
for nothing (not only wasted but ruined) sickens me.

Yet, I am not without hope that some good might come out of
this toos I $till hold fast to "All things work for good for those
who love God."

Julia wag wninjured. A nurse friend of our was worried that
she might have misecarriage, but so far she has no after-effect.

Yours very sincerely,
/

/8/ Andrew Y, Kurods

indrew Y. Karoda

741l you please send me some rope or twine for packing, We cannot
get them here., AYK
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¥areh 1, 1948

Dr, John C. Bemett
1798 Seenic Avenue Residence:
Berkeley, California 1601-D

Dear Dr. Benmett:

Thank you very much for your three letters and a
pooket diary. Please let me know how mmech it costed.

I have no objection in letting the WRA official or any
person whom you think "harmless” read my letters. But I think
it wise to omit the agsount of one Caucagian teacher who told me
that the ratio was 1 for registration and 20 for appliecation for
repatriation, I do not want to put her in an embarrasing position
even though I did not reveal her name. 180 please omit what I mentioned
about reinforeement of Wrs. rrival of reinforcement was true, 1
think, but the mmber was based on hearsay. Moreover, it was inadver-
tant that I mentioned it. It should be a military seoret, I pguess.

I heard that censorship of outgoing mail was in force. That
is why I held my second letter to you for several days., But there
is no evidence of the fact, though I have not confirmed Bbout it
with any one inside.

Personally I think that the gituation is now wnder control.
The Kibel group was split into two,, and the radicals who have been
using terrorism are now a small minoribty. I heard one person who
sald "no' to the loyalty question, driven by emotion, now regrets
what he did, I think it was a wise thing for the Administretion to
have stopped ascepting applications for repatriation. Today is
gsupposed to be the day to resume accepting them, but I did not see
any line outside of the Administration Building as before. Regis-
tration of eitizens is scheduled to be finished tomerrow. I do
not know what would happen to those who have fatled ¢o register.

Yo person has been injur-d sinee we were attacked, though
geveral houses were stoned. 24 persons were arrested in two days,
and more were taken by FREI. Today's paper reported that 13 persons
whe partiocipeted in beatings were teken, that means 211 were ricked
up, It must be cértainly demoralizing for the radicals to ses
their ringleaders and sgitators picked up one by one by FBI.
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Kitagewa is heavily guarded., Tanabe's neighbors, a group of
Hawaiian bachelors, are always on the alert for him. Norio Yasaki
received a threat: "You are (a) doge Wach (sic) out." It must have
been written by a Kibel or an Issei, IHe should be reloeated to a
gschool as soon ag possible., He lives in the ward from which arrests
were made by the soldiers, ‘he w-rd which is the most militant. It
requires a great deal of courage to resist against the pressure in that
ward,

T would like to be relocated too. We are still living under
tension. It must be hard on ny wife. Fvery time she hears unfamiliar,
loud knocks at the door, she gets frightened, and I kmow 1%t is not good
for the baby.

T do not think I can be reloeated as a minister, at least, for
the duration, because dispersion of the releasees would make it imprac-
tisal for us to serve them as their ministers. MNoreover, they should be
encouraged to go to Cauecasian churches. Therefore, I shall have to take
a job other than ninistry. In the questionnaire for leave clearance,

I made ministry for my first cholce, teaching, that is, Japanese language,
for the second, and translating, for the third choice. Several Kibeis and
st least one Issei from this Center went to teach in the Navy Lenguage
sehool of the University of Colorado at Boulder. I heard that there are
still openings there. My wife's folks are living in near Denver, so if

T can get a job in that school, I think 1%t would be fine. I have B.d.
squivalent from Meiji Gakuin College in Tokyo, B.Th, from Auburn, and
s.7.}%. from Biblical Seminary. I would also be glad %o take a trang-
lator's job, or a monitor's in a listening post to Japanese broadcast.

\ny job along that line that would insure a fairly decent living for
myself and my femily would do. T wrote to Dr. Prank H. Smith about

my wish to be relocated, since he is my superintendent. But I would
appresiate if you would help £ind me a job.

Yours ever gratefully,

/s/ Andrew Y, Kuroda

indrew Y. Kuroda







Pr. John C, Bennett Route 1, Box 112
1042 Shattuck Avenue Broomfield, Colo.
Berkeley, Californis

Dear Dr., Bemetbtt:

¥Yhenever I write you, something hasg just happemed or
is going to happen.

This time, it is a good news, rather, I am leaving
tomorrow for Amn Arbor, Nichigan to take a civil service
pogition of VWar Department as an instrustor in the Army
Langusage Salivol at the University of Michigan,

I am gorry I have to leave ministry even temporarily,
but Dr, Smith told me that my name would be kept in the
Conference roll snd he would try to get me a status of chaplain for the
durations

There were two openings for me. One was a small
Caucasian Churoh in sothern Towa. This was not materialized
£fter all, Dr. Smith never got a reply. The other was the
position I accepted.

We left Tule Lake on March 24, arrived at Granada on
26, Immedistely I worked on our leave slearance, which we
could get very easgily and on April 2 we came ocubt to Julia's
folks?! places This is a beautiful country with rolling hills
and wellODcultivated farm land, looking west to the snow-ceapped
Rockies. Francis is endlessly fascinated with bunnies, chickens,
cows, pebbless

Julia is expecting a baby next week or so. S0 they emnot
aecompany me this time. It will be a few months later when they
will join me.

I wag surirised and disappointed at the statement of Gen.
DeWitt's ™A Jap's a Jap.” But he either was foroed to execute
the order of War Dept. t0 permit the Nigel soldiers enter the
evatuated areas against his will or changed his mind a little bit
and laxed the regulation. Today's paper reported that he got a
new uwnaymounced assignment. Anyway, I think history is moving
toward the right direction,

Too bad that the Pagific Coast loses yous. You pemember that
T predicted in 1939 that you would go to Union? It's certainly
going to be Union's galn, and as long as I am going to be in
Fichigan, I may have an opportunity to meet you somewhere some day.

Yours very sincersly,

/8/ indrew Y. Kuroda







UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

OFFICE OF THE
APPOINTMENT SECRETARY Jf

BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA ; July 20, 19h3

Mr, Harry Kingman
University Y.M.C.A.
Berkeley, Califorria

Dear Harry:

Recertly when I wag at Manzenar, I heard a telk
by a Japanese girl who was taking practice teaching there, I was
so impressed with what she had to say that I asked her to send me
a copy of her speech, and I am enclosing it herewith believing that
you would be interested in what Miss Nakamre has to ssy.

Very truly yours,

4 G it







(Miss) Tashiko Nakammurs
Menzaner, California
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AMERICA, THE LAND OF PROMISE
By Samuel Nagata

America is the promised land for mankind, It is destined to be the
bulwark of human eivilization; and the champion of freedom, equality, and
brotherhood., Therefore, everyone who enjoys our democratic blessings of
1ife should have this national consciousness of noble purpose and should make
his supreme efforts for the achievement of this holy mission,

There is, however, one stumbling dlock in our midst which has been
hindering the attainment of these great ideals, Its name 1s race prejudice.
This age-old base animalism has been manifesting itself from time to time in
various places and forms, devouring the fruits of our persistent efforts for
the realigzation of this nation's sacred aims,

For three quarters of century after the glorious Declaration of
Independence, this poisonous demon of prejudice diffused its destructive
forces whole over the Union, And finally it culminated in the fratricidal
conflict between the states involving the tragic end of our Immortal Eman-
cipator. By his act of Imancipation Proclamation millions of the Negroes
were liberated technically; but the root of evil was not purged. Hence the
kinsfolks of Booker T, Washington and George W, Greene have been made %o
gsuffer the unjust, unamerican, and undemocratic treatment in their own deam
land until this day,

Then last fifty years this ugly monster of racism marked its target
upon the orientals in the western states, It succeeded its purpose with
the enactments of anti-oriental legislations in 1890 and 1924, By the passages
of these exclusion laws, all the peoples from the Far Bast have been denied
the privileges of becoming a citizen of the Unitéd States with the rights
and bdlessings of American democracy, After these acts the fellow countrymen
of Gandhi, Chaing Kai-Shek and Kagawa were branded with the stigma of so-
called ineligible alien and were made to accept social, economic, and political
diserimination and mistreatment.

The 1ife of Japanese in our country has been short. They were late
comers, Consequently they did not have time emough to demonstrate what they
are as a race, and what contributions can they make to our national life
through raising great statesmen, scientists, financiers, industrialists,
artists, educators, and religious leaders, Yet their presence was assets
instead of debits to the communities wherever they were.

Yor California the Japanese farmers made 2 significant contribution
in order to make what she is today &s a rich agricultural state, They made
priceless sacrifices for the development of farming products of the golden
state--especially in Sacramento, San Joaquin, and Imperial Valleys and many
other farming districts. They fought with diseases and heats for the purpose
of converting from unused wilderness into productive green vegetable gardens.
And in the midst of their pioneering life, many of them had had to give up
their life's jJourney before they saw the fruits of their sacrificial labor.
When we make pllgrimages to the eternal resting places of these forerunners
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in the above mentioned regions, we know the true testimonies of their loyal
and devotional spirits for the betterment of communities that they adopted
and cherished,

Nevertheless from that state of California, the land they loved and
developed, they were made to evacuate, leaving friends, businesses, and all
other good things of life, Besides, at present, there are bills before the
state legislatures in Sacramento to revoke or bar citizenship from the native-
born and alien Japanese, What a pity! What an absurdity! A¢ this hour
when the wounds they suffered last year are not yet cured in their heats,
this diseriminative and unhumenitarian act appears in California where the
Padre Junipero Sera and his fellow friars trod and sowed the seeds of human
brotherhood., Is this an American democracy? Is this the spirit of Christian
faith?

What would be the effect of such an action upon the minority groups
in the nation? It would produce a profound and far-reaching affect upon them
and create fear, suspicion, and shocking among them, Also it would a2dd a
tragic page to our glorious history of friction, and animosity samong our
negro brethren and other minority groups against segregation and 1ll-treat-
ment; wherefore, this kind of legislation in the golden west state and any
other state would not bring any good at all for the nation's welfare. On
the contrary it would create a dangerous cleavage upon national unity and
soliderity.

The greatness of the United States rests in its melting unifying and
building power, Out of all the races and nationals that come and seek their
earthly haven under our democratic wings, it takes their natural character-
istics just as they are and mould them into a unigque American way of life,
Herein lies our glory and stremgth, And it can only be achieved not by
oppression neither discrimination but by the spirit and practice of tolerance,
magnanini ty sympathy and Christian fellowship.

In the Atlantic Charter and the Declaration by United Nations, our
great president made it known to the world that we are in the present glodal
conflict for the preservation of democratic principles. It is for freedom
and quality for all mankind - the peoples in Asia, Africa, and Purope as well
a8 the Americans., Hency we must exemplify ourselves in reality what our
prineiples are., Otherwise, we must accept the blame of ridicules and hyprocrisy,
and our proclamation would become like a sounding brass, It is ingufficient
to say that the democratic way of 1life is better than that of the Axis Order
of 1i7e. I% must be lived out and proven by our actual daily lives.

The freedom-loving peoples in the four corners of the earth are loocking
to us for leadership, They expect us to assume a gigantic role in the shaping
of post-war world, The conquered states, minority group and colonial peoples
are depending on us for their liberation, security, and peace, S0 we cannot
betray their confidence and anticipation nor fail their wishes, We should
take a great responsibility for the establighment of peaceful world community
in order to save humeanity and civilization from another maelstrom in the
future, And to that end we should avoid a misconduct at home which tend to
hring a reproach to our envoys at the forth-coming peace conference.
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The founding fathers had faith, courage, snd determination., They
made great sacrifices for the attainment of their freedom, equality, and
peace., Therfore let all of us who appreciate and cherish our American
democratic life, arise, unite, and march on with the same vision and same
courage of our spiritual forefathers for the reslizestion of those nodle fund-
a mental truths for all humanity in the world,

Samuel Nagata
Heart Mountain Relocation Center
Heart Mountain, Wyoming
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CHRISTIANITY AND THE NEW INTERNATIONAL ORDER

By Samuel Nagata

Ohristianity is the religion of love in action. It is
to establish a new brotherly community with men and women
of good will and service. Jesus revealed God as a loving
Father and all menkind as His, children. He manifested in :
His life and teachings what God is like and what He would-éuéh
us to be. Also He showed us the way to become His worthy
sons and daughters by loving and serving our fellow men,

"Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is
in heaven" said Jesus in His prayer. This expresses the pur-
0

pose of His mission, For i ur Master labor-

ts realization,
ed day after day even forgetting His meat, It is the duty,
therefore, of His disciples that they should follow His foot-
steps by doing His Father's will to bring into reality His
heavenly society among men here on earth,

The religion of Jesus has power to transform men. By
the mystical communion with the Divine gpirit, it revolu-
tionizes our nature and makes us new creatures. From
egotistic, self-centered beings, it changes us into God-
centered, self-giving human beings. Indeed, the revelation
of Jesus has a transcendental power to renew the whole ,uni-
verse,

Since the Incarnation of Christ, the families of men
have been blessed abundantly by His messages, During the
last 1900 years the Kingdom of God has been spreading through-
out the world by creating persons with His mind and finding
the society wherein their good will is made known in reality.
With the recognition of the sacredness of human personslity
and the sense of brotherhood of mankind, the Christians have
challenged and diminished the social evils and diseases giv-
ing new light, life and hope for all humanity.

The problems of humen affairs are, after all, a
of @ persons. The whole question depends ultimately upon
the men who tackle the issues. B8hould we have the men of
justice, magnanimity and brotherhood, every problem, however
difficult it may be, can be solved satisfactorily and peace-
ably. For the men of compassion, there is no other way but
to do good and right according to the fiat of conscience and
in obedience to the Still Small Voice. Hence the most im-
portant thing in the world today is to have persons with
Christlike spirit, the men who love, forgive and serve all
men regardless of their differences of race, color,
class and nationality because they all belong to the







one household of God as their common Father, and all men are
their brothere and their ethical code is love and service.

From the time immemorial, the human race has been strug-
gling for food, shelter, comfort and power. As the result,
carnal conflicts have taken place, destroying the fruits of
civiligzations, Statesmen, diplomats and other representatives
of world affairs have devoted their lives to settling the prob-
lems which concern the political, social and economic lives of
the wntire humsn families. Yet still they are not able to find
the adequate and just ways and means to solve these vital ques-—
tions, !

Before us there are at present the problems of the race,
freedom of residence, distribution of natural resources; the
international trade and tariffs, and colonies; also the ques-
tions of national boundaries, and the world-wide governument
and etc. For their solution, the interracial law-makers made
certain progress toward their gosl through mutual agreements,
and the set-up of mundane organizations and conferences, But
mere schemes and pledges on paper cannot settle these issues
satisfactorily and permanently, Beside the written treaties,
we need men of good will and love to act on them. And it is
religion that creates such personality with faith in the broth-
erhood of mankind.

At present we are plunged into the most dreadful war in
history. This is the mightiest enemy of human progress. The
sons of the Almighty must destroy it in order to see the king-
dom of peace and righteousness realized. Hence the faithful
of our Lord, must hear His voice, obey His call, and make
challenges against this strongest Satan in God's Universe un-
til we win victory.

Is there any agent or organization that ventures to ac-
cept the task of bringing a satisfactory termination to the
present global conflict? The belligerent nations on both
gides will not initiate an armistice on account of principles
and saving face, etc. Neither is there any neutral state
which has power and influence to persuade them to reconcile
among themselves., Truly there is no organized society in the
world today save one which can render an effective service for
the restoration of peace. And that one is the Christian group,
the loyal followers of our Mediator, the Prince of Peace.

The Christians are to participate in their Master's work
with His spirit. 1In their hearts, there is no discrimination,
prejudice or hatred against any wan, To them, all mankind
are their brothers and sisters, From their nature and histo-
ric achievements, all nations recogniz e their humanitarian
and supra-national character of sergice. Therefore it is
their opportunity and responsibility to make the supreme efforts







to build a harmonious and peaceful world order because all
humaen beings, whether we call them allies or enemies, still
they are alike gpg~brothers. We know the factors which led
into this present deadly maelstrom are many and complicated.
But this organized murder of brothers agminst brothers ame ¢
contrary to our faith and principles. We cannot accept

this method as the means to settling a dispute among our
fellow men. Therefore, let us stop, watch, listen, think
and do these; &

(1) Search and know thefiwilL df God revealed through
Jesus Christ in the Bible toward His children. This, do,
in the prayerful spiritual communion with the Father who is
ever present and everywhere ready to reveal Himself to the
seeking soul.

(8) After having a conviction of the Divine Purpose,
and knowing the ways and means to establish it, make it
known to the church: the denominational and interdenomi-
national organizations and the public and get their coope-
ration

(3) Then, call on the Christians in the other conti-
nents through the ecumenical associations and let them
take the same collective actions simultaneously.

(4) . Meantipe, let the government oft101alq 1n auth-

ority know the Christian orlnclgleo and mtthdds ‘o bring
all the families of men into a friendly and peaceful rela-
tionship; so that when the time comes, the peace envoys
will be fully informed of their wishes and desires and will
achieve their noble mission for a permanent peace.

Today, our SuViO;, the Prince of Peace, is calling on
His *ollowers to be faithful, courageous and obedient to
their heavenly call. Now is "the testing time of our faith,
The living faith of our spiritual fathem is still with us,
impelling us to do our utmost to bring this war-torn dying
humanity into the peaceful and brotherly fellowship. Who
will respond to this noble service but the faithful descen-
dents of our spiritusl forefathers? Are we ready and loyal to
answer Him, saying, ‘ch, Lord, here are we, take and conse-
crate us and use us for Thy kingdom here on earth as it is
in heaven"?

Samuel Nagata,
Heart Mountain Relocation Center,
Heart Mountain, Wyoming































THE INYEHSMOUNTAIN STATES AND THE JAPANESE

By ocamuel Nagata

The Japanese belong to a mimority group in the country.
here are not more than 150,000 in the 48 states-~less than
ip» of the Negpwo population, Iwo~thirds of them are American
¢itizens and the reat their parents who have be-n here 30 years or
DOoTe o

those adventurous and ploneering people came here for the
blessings of American democracy. Hany of them were influenced
by the American missionaries and educators., 7Those messengers
of the Gospel of human brotherhoeod inspired the young men of
the ris.ng sun to come here and share in our way of life.
Also the veachers who went there t o teach the English prompted
the ambitious youths o cross the great racific and have the
American life of freedom; democracy, opportunity, and fair
play. Te them, inde~d, American was the promised land for humanity.

Those young men came to the land as the pilgrims of the Orient
with faith, courage, and determination, %They had an indomitable
resolve o succeed and make themselves known through thelr service
for the well being and betterment of their adopted communities,

However, they encountered innumerable, unexpected obstacles
from the beginning., “oecially, economically, and politically,
they had had to accept diseriminative ill-treatments on account
of their race origin. Iet they kept their original faith in the
country, hoping, and believing the ultimate uriumph of justice
and humanity.

As the years past, they adjusted themselves to the chang-
ing eircumstances in gheir societies. <4he; pmpticipated in
all the sociai welfare activities for the improvement and
beautification of their communitiea. - For ihe Community Chest,
Red Cpross, and U,5.0., drives they contributed whole-hsartedly,
Pricr to 1941, for some years, i was given an opporsunity to
render my services as the presidert of the Japancse frade
Association of Souther California and alse the vice-president of
the Japan Chamber of Commerce and industry of Los Angeles, ZHence
i know well how the Japanese in the city of Los Angeles and other
Pacific Crast Communities bore the roc#l:responsibilities. in
Los Angeles, = separate chapter for the above mentioned campaigns
were set up end in many cases, the Japanecase division was honored with
the prize for the successful services.

in meetings with the city and county officials of Los Angeles
and other Souther Californis counties and Los Angeles Chamber of
Commerce, we were made known by the respective agencics of eriminal
and relief works that the Japanese were the least law breakers and
vioclators and the fewest dependents on the publiec funds. They are
the law abiding and self-supporting and beneficial conatituents

to cheir communities.
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Besides their utmost efforts to become assets o their
communities, they made sacrificial endeavor for the education
of their children, in order tha$ they may become respected and
serviceable citizens of the country., %To supplement their publie
education often some of them sent their children even to Japan
for the oriental cultures.

indeed, the peoplesof Gandni, Chang Kai-Shek, and Kagawa
are blessed with the spiritual civilization by the Divine Pro-
vidence as the occidentals are favored specially with the ma-
terial progress. A% present, the flower of Uriental culsure is
found in Japan, Wherefore it is desirable that many youths go
their for those unfathomable treasures to enrich their culture
and build noble manhood and womsnhood., And for those riches
some Japanese parents sent thelr sons and daughters that they
may be more useful and serviceable for their native land in the
coming new Parific era,

Three decades are not time enough to vindicate & racial
characteristics. “or the Japanese, therefore, the past 30 years
were not sufficient length of time %o make themselves known to
the public what they are and what contributions can they make
for the nation's progress and wellebeing through raising great
statesmen, scient#sts, industrialists, artists, educators, and
religious leaders, So far, no Jeffersons, Hamil tons, Emersons,
iockefellers, Beechers, and Fords came out from them, Only
Kagawa and Noguchi made the name of the W.,S8.A. known with their
gcaresrs on agcount of the residence and activities in the
country.

In one field, however, the Japanese made a landable contri-
bution; namely, agriculture in California, It was their urngelfish
efforts and saerificial labor that made what California is today
as the leading agricultural state in the Union, they fought with
diseases and heat to open, cultivete, and make from the unused
wilderness into the green vegetable gardens. in Sseramento, San Joa-
quin, and Imperial Valleys and many other farming regions, their
spirit of devotion to the land have been demonstrated through
raising sgricultural products. Many of them had had %o end their
life's journey before seeing the fruitsof their sweat and blood.
Wihen we make pilgrimages to the final resting plages in the
above memtioned districts, we learn the ture devotion of those
pioneers for the betterment of their adopted communities.

Yhe inter-mountain states have over thre- times as large
areas as that of California. 4ts inhabitants, however, are not
more than 365m of the people of the golden state., ¥his is about
the same surface of Western Burope--that is, &nglad, France,
Belgium, Holland, Spain, and Portugal combined--with 130 million
of residents., Here we have only three million in this
great prospective empire. “hat blessings would that be, should
we have man power to transform this s acious land inte produe~
tive farm gardensl|
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In this section of the country, there are about 40,000
Japanese wno are brought from the Pacific coast states by the
fomour evacuation, 4“hemajority of them are farmers, They are
the ones who converted the California wilderness into green
vogetable farms, *hey have knowledge, experience, and skill on
farms, 18 it not recommendable to mkke them feel, see, and act
as we would like them feel, see, and act and contribute their
utmost for the nation's well=being through participating in
"PFood-for-Victory"™ program?

The Japanese in the relocation genters are evacuees; they
are not war prisoners, neither civilian internees. They are
plaged there under so-called military necessity and are made to
accept this undemocratic life in the most democraftic nasion
for the greatest happiness of the greatest numb~r., There is
no international law which defines their status, *his is a
pew Amepican institution under emergency. “hey are viectims of
war, By this time the government knows the friendly attituds
of those Japanese toward our war efforts. %There is no suspicion
nor danger to our national security from them, sherefore we
would like to see the public treat them with the spirit of
tolerance, sympathetic understanding, and good neighborlinessj
because after all the whole humanity belongs to one household
of God, the creator and sustainer of the universe.

Now, what is the best way then to deal with this minority
group? 4in thefollowing paragraphs, let us suggest a few con-
structive =teps for the solution of the evacuee problem.

(1) A publiec pronouncement as to thelr gstatus., As mentioned
in theprevious paragmph, these evaguees are not war prisoners,
neitner eivilian internees. %*hey were forced to leave homes,
businesses, and possessions which they have been building for
the past 30 years on account of national security. %*hey are
moved without due legel procedures. -+t was against their willy
wherefore, we would see the government miake their attitude to-
ward the nations's well-being known to the public and ask their
friendly treatment to the center residents. ¥or, we are all
humen beings belonging to one big family of manking, whether
we like it orrmot, or recognize 1%t or mnot, still we all are
interrelated one to another, with one God as our Common Father,

(#) Establishment of new farming communities. As we men=
tioned already, the Japanese are good farmers, Their agpiocultural
capfieity and skill have been proven in the west coast states,

fven in the state of Glifornia alone sheir annmal farm products
amounted to nine figures,., Indeed they are born farmers, Hence,
if their knowlegge, experience, and skill on farming be exerted
and utilized for the cultivation and raising of farm products
in their new residencial regions, it would be a great henefit
and as:set for the antion's economy.
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+t is desirable, therefore, that the federal, states and
local government with the cooperation of e¢ivie organization,
like the Chamber of Commercé, the churches, Kotary and Lion
Clubs, and other industrial organization, take initiative steps
to invite and secure thelr support and cooperation for the
nations's greatest cause and make them feel and work and exert
the supreme effortas for the realization of democragy and humanity.
Here lies a field big enough for an empére, space enough for
the population of ten times as many as itspresent inhabitants.
Now, we have here cnergy and skill which have proven its produc=
tive power, in the: west already. Can we not secure that man
power? Who will initiate the step?

(3) Open all employment without discrimination. 4t is
recommendable to give equal opporsunities of employments to
all the Japanese both citizens and non-citizens alike for
those who are prepared and fitted as they are given to other
races and nationals. ‘the doorsshould be open in governmental
enterprises as well as private factories and shops with equal
treatments, 4lready we have had troubles among our loydl and
patriotic citizens on account of race prejudice ror labor,
fHenge we should not intensify more such complex questions
among ourselves., %o need 8¢ demonstmate by our action that our
social and economic democracies as well as political democrascy
are ypractical and real., +t is for all mankind, transcending
race, color, creed, and class.

(42 More freedom for the svacuees. <+he W,R,A, has been
doins 1%s work well in the humanitarian way for the center re-
sidents under the given circumstances, 5Hus now as the govern-
ments knows their amicable attitude toward our nation's welfare,
it is desirable to see a more liberal program be inaugurated
in order that the evacuees have free intercourse with the
outside soecieties and try to adjust themselves to thenew
environment, *heir mental and spiritual wounds suffered from
evacuation are not cured yet., +hey will not adventure %o
assume th-ir independent eivilian life in the unknown regions,
S0 they should be given opportunities to go out and investigate
freely their prospective communities, When they 8=s and know
the sctivities of the outside world, then they may renew thedir
adventurous and pioneering spirit, and bring forth their whole
body, mind, and soul for the services of the nation's nobke
parposes,

By the vision, courage, iron will, and sagrifices of our
spiritual forefathers, like the covered wagoners, the “regon
and Sante Fe Trailers, the Mormons, and many other unknown
pioneers; this proad inter-mountain regionshave be'n explored,
opened, and prepared for the welfare of the inhabitants theresin,
But their works were not finished yet. *t is left in the hands
of their spiritual posterity to inherit,’improve, cultivate,
and utilize the latent treasures thereof for the ahppiness of
the generations to come, Henceforth let all of us who are
blessed with the protection of the stars and stripes in this
region have the same spiritual vision, hearts, an will and
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do our utmost in unity for the nation's noble cause that 4in

the end, not only our 150,000,000 fellow Americans, but all the
families of men in the world may receive the blessingsof
American democracy, freedom, and abundant 1fe through our
cooperative efforts and services.

Samiel Nacata
Heart Mountain Relocation Center
fAeart Mountain, Wyoming

5







PARTS OF MR. TOGASAKI'S DECLINATION OF REPATRIATION LETTER

Contrary to my expectations my children--<1 have triesd to bring
them up as loyal Americens, free and upright<<are now being-treated
like prisoners of war. They are treated the same as foreign—born e-
nemy aliens, deprived of their freedoms and liberties which their A-
merican citizenship entitles them to. I can think of no reason why
my children should be so treated except that my wife and 1 gave them
our Japanese blood. Tyranny of the British €rown put the American
p‘trlotQ——deenders of liberty and human rights--in prison arbitrarily
and without reason. This brought forth, after the American Revolution,
the Bill of Rights and all the fundemental protections it offers free
American citizens against their own government were it ever to over-
step its domain and inflict tyranny on the people. Due process of the
low before being imprisoned was one of these inalienable rights grante
all American citizens. But &s far as my children are concerned, the
Ri1ll of Rights are disregarded--nay, torn up in their very fsces -
and jailed under the beautiful alphabetical designation of W.R.A. The
low wages of twelve to nineteen dollars per month are slave wages. Fven
the Negroes of the dGﬁﬂ South do not work for such mean recompense.,

I mycell have noticed what this low wage scale has done to the poor
mothers and children in these camps. The mothers--many of them who lost
every thing in the way of worldly possessions withnrthe evacuation --
now work from sunrise to sunset enduring the hardship to buy a few
necessities for their ecrying babies in the mean hovels ca 1leu barracks.

Americans are, I trust, wise enough, intelligent enough, bold
enough, to acknowledge and confess the wrong done my children——some
day in the future. As a permenent resident who owes so much in every
way to my adopted America, I long to see justice done. As a parentm
1 am 1Dtcre°teu in the fate of my children-- I want to see their rights
and liberties defended, protected, and upheld. In short, T desire as
a. Christian that they, "should earnestly contend for the faith which
was. once delivered unto the Saints." (Jud. 3) and as Americans to
stand fast and uphold the fundemental principles of the American Con-
stitutions

Do I blame America and defend Japan? Far from it. I have watched
the growth of nationalism in Japan for the pﬂ(t twenty years. My con-
tinued prayers and supylications have been going up to the throne of
God to stir up their hearts and consciences. Alas? Alas! The strong
current of the time from driven them away to the worship of their fore-
fathers-~-the Shrine worship oftheir ancestors-- rather then the worship
of the true, living God, the Father; and the Japanese government has
forced this false religion upon the people. They call it reverence to
the forefathers or national policy to unify the nation by force in fla-
grant violation of the Juy nese constitution. Be what it may be, I must

expect to be black-listed in the book of the National Bureau of Police,
and in case of my return, I 'will not ‘bow to the knee to none but God,







the Father, and his Son, Jesus Christ.

My son-in-law, T, Yamanaka, was Jjailed last spring in Osaka, Japan,
because he refused openly to worship at the Shrine and because he was
friendly to ®ke American missionaries whom he had been visiting every
weekend. I learned of Mr. Yamanaka's fate through Mrs. Martin of Ber-
kxeley, California, a missionary in Japan before his return on the 8.7,
Gripsholm. I have passed the three score and fifteen mark, and feel
greatly honored to suffer for His name's sake as my last service in
this world. Japan is at war at present and is ecited over the struggle
of life and death and may not listen to what I speak of now. In a
year .or so things mey settle down; then I shall be privileged to testi-
fy of "Jesus Christ and him crucified" publicly in open court.

This is what: I covet for.







March 14, 1944

Dear Ire, and Mrs,., Vi,B, vavis:

I have to apologize that 1 have been neglected 1o write you
for such a long time., How are you bohA?

I am very much appreciate for your trouble to bring Meniko's
gsewing machine from Mrs. Baker's place and to keep for us.

How is Berkeley? The spring hasceome and you have a busible time
for your garden works 1 suppose.

Frank is very well as usual and is always appreclate your kindness,
gspecialy, he was given a deep impression of gratitute by your thought-
full  letters you sent him about 4-5 weeks agos I know that he was
recalling for the passed dauys of happiness he use to be your neighbor.
He ig really good nature.

Frank told me sometime in last year that you have a chicken-farm
in your garden, I believe it is the best season throughout the year
which you can get more fresh eggs from your farm,

At the time we moved here last fall, there were about 19,000 chickems
in the farm of thisW.R.A., beside that, there were 6,000 swine, wonder-
full crops of various kinds of vegetables whieh estimated about half a
million dollars worth,

1 told Frank on that time that I will take you some day to fields
to see the chicken farm and crops because I was working as a despateher
in cost accountant of farm division, and we were expecting that we will
have good meals by ample self supplies of the farm,

Then, about two weeks later since 1 started to work, the incident
ecourred and then W.R.A. sud@enly transferred their administration %o
the army, and since then, no bodies worked at fields, administration or
any eivic organizations, offices so forth except hospital workers, mess-
workers, coal crews, boilermen and canteen Workers.

Over two months period since the incident, we were in serious gloomy
condition under alert of army as such as many pedples WAdgf arrested
daily, our food supplies became coarsed, unhappy restrictions, unpleasant
looking wire fences constructed all over, jeeps and machine gun trucks
were drived even in mid-night and lot$ of uncertain rumours were takked
among colonists.

Memiko has been working as a nurse-aide in the hospital during the
period, in her every trips from and to the hospital, two well armed sol-
diers arived an ambulance to her ride and many soldiers in a machine-gun
truck behind the ambulanee, and well protected so I told Memiko that you
looks just like a regular Red Cross Nurse in the first front of war field

From the first part of February, the conditions slowly was coming
baek to the normal condition and all restfdetions were taking off, W.ReA.
again controles the camp, and now, all colonists feel happy and more
brightenq
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The serious foolishness of a few agitators and young peoples who
violated the law caused us plenty troubles though riots its selves were
not so big as were reported to the out-side publicys

They ought to know that amy @isturbance in the camp will never bring
anﬂ £00d result,

They should know that there are many wayes to cooperate or to nego-
tiate or to file any petitions to W.R.As asuthorities.

Well, anyway, thoee political funetions are absolutely not my con-
eern. We Jjust obey the law, well cooperate and works pleasantly, that's
what we want at present days in the campe

Thus, Frank, M@miko and I gould not have any bit of chicken meas
or fresh eggs. I heard other-day that only 1,300 swine have left in the
farm and nothing else, and we will start the farm again within a few
days. the acreage for this year 1s about & size area comparing to last
year that's about 1,250 acres,

Kow, approximately 18,000 colonists in this center and for 3,000
of them Wek,A authorities start to have hearing because some of them
are old colonists who were living before we cameand who refused to regis-
ter last year loyal on disloyal questions, also some are volunteers who
came Irom the other centers with repatriators' fam ilies,

There are about 12,000 repatriators, in my roughly figures,some are
business men, some seniors who want to retire to their home country, o me
singles whose families are in Japan, some young peoples who came this
eountry Just before Pearl Harbor, who have citizenship but not well Ameri-
canized, some are the parents whose one of sons has gone to U.S5. Army and
who feel too old to relocate with small childrens and etec. Mosé of them
are harmless to this country and not strongly pro-Japan, I believe,

Their psycologles are just same ag Americans civilians who are now
in Japan and who want to come back here I believe.

fhe balance 3,000 are Niseis who answered No for registration of
last year having strong opinions against unjustice treatments of racial
diseriminations also some are discharged from army soon after Pearl Hare
bor and not satisfied with the present citizen-right which is not same
as caucaslionss They are waiting for the government @€cision upon them,

One day in Topaz, I met two Nisei who are talking their decisions
while I was waiting my tvuck. The younz man whose age is about 27-28
who had a baby in his arm was told to another his friend as below: ==
/49 We born in this country and educated in the way of American, there-
fore, we should fight for this country but the problem of racial dis-
erimination toward us will never be resolved unless our faces or brown
sking will not be changed as Caueasions that not only Nisels but 3rd or
4th generations are treated same way, as a Jap is Jap as Lt, General
De Witt tolds I have only an unele in Japan and I have not met yet but
I never have been in Japan,
If we expatriate to Japan from this country, we know we might have
terrible hard-ships but that is only for me and my wife. My baby and
my third generations will be treated equal as Japanese nations and I know
that's more happy for our children and for wife and me too:
Therefore, after many days considerations between wife and I, we







have finally decided to go to Tule Lake Center,

I noticed their expressions were so excited with tears, I don't know
their ideals are Jjustice or nots I Jjust write here for your interests
as one of the war tragedye.

I will write the following my rough figure census of Japanese in
UsSe:
Enternees
(Free evacuees from West Coast peoples who lived in middle and
eastern states before the war) 10,000

Relocated peoples from W.R.A 20,000
Peoples in the segregation camp Tulelake 18,000
Peoples in W.R.,A, remained 92,000

Total in Usbs except Hes, 120,000

that is little over 1/1,000 population of this country.
With above figures, I believe it is not a serious problem if any mass
migrations avoided, therefore, 1 suggested at Topaz to young peoples
to find good epportunities avolding to make any groups to relocate
their "new America" and thus the way to resolve any oriticism for us,

Also, I feel there is no worth to write go much in newspapers every
day about "Japs" of the country, however they are enemy descendents or
eneny aliens.

I gaw in Japanese news paper "Utah Nippo" that authorities of W.R.A.
in Hearf Mountain Center tried to gzet answers from each head of families
in the camp about relocation problenm.

the answers are in 228 of total

118 flatly No

many questiong in regard to relocate
wish to go back Califprnis
unable to relocate because our sons were
drafted who are supporters of family
wish to repatriate to Japan
No, but willing to relocate if the government
support us from our financial embarrassments.
Yes, if we will find any adequate chance
which can surely support our families
ean not decide

no answering

118 Flatly lio seems to be wamted financial aides

Just we try to emergine their answers, their relocation problems are
not g0 hard. Only the troubles are their fdnancial aldes,

I know the situation and I feel sympathy fep them who are in un=-
certainty in their minds to relocate, especialy fo¥ those who have many
¢hildrens in their family.
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I asked at Topaz to some friend about this problem, his opinion is:e-
I will not ask for the government for my indeminity but I'm really flod
&ble to go out unless the government gives me a certain amount loans with
very little interest and allowance to pay in long term as about 256 yrs.
also wishes to get any loans from any Pank by the government -- guaranty
to start a farm or a business to support many family,

well 1 wrote too much in inflagments I will not neglect so long
time in future for 1 have too many things acoumulated to write you in
my mind

The time flys so fast as the LKaster comes within a few weeks and
that's second times in the camp for us.

i feel really spring-like and I Jjust emingen that it was Jjust same
season we sold plenty of strong sweet smelling lylacs in our store in
Berkeley.

Best regards from Memiko to you bo+h. Hoping you both are to be
continued in good healths,

Sincerely
oe Nagase

7414 =B
Newell, Calif,
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" Department of the Interior

War Relocation Authority
Room 201 Sheldon Building
461 Market Street

San Francisco 5, California

A SEQUOIA HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT SPEAKS

When Japanese-Americans and Japanese aliens were evacuated from the West
Coast to Assembly Centers and then to Relocation centers it uprooted many high
school youngsters, One of these is Kiyoko Kasai, one of six Senior Girls of the
1941-42 Class, of Sequoia High School, Redwoed City, California., She was President
of the Toastmasters for a semester and Secretary of the Publicity Board, She was
continually on the Honor Roll and is a permanent member of the California Scholar=
ship Federation, The following is reprinted from the little book mimeographed by the
Jepanese Students Club of Sequoia High:

I, TOO, AM AN AMERICAN
Kiyoko Kasai

I, too, can say, "But J live here; here are my beginnings and my end-
ings. 1 know only this, and I love only what I know--" I and the host of
thousands who are Japanese Americans, :

Questions! Questions! Questions] When did you come? Why did you
come? How old are you? Where's your passport? Questionsy Questionsi
Questionsi

I can't give you the exact time of year nor even the exact year in
which the hosts of Japanese laborers began to enter the western coast
of Americss I know only that amid the thousands who came to this nation
there was a young woman who was destined to becoms my maternal grandmother.
Like many other immigrents she lived among her own people, and she clung
to the old ways in the new land. One would see her bow and hear her say,
"Kon nichi wa? (How are you?) and " Sayonara" (Goodbye)s America could
not change her physical featuros, but Americe did change her philosophy
and spirituel outlook on life. You may ask, "How could she oxpect to un=
derstand the demooratic principles of living without being able to under=
stand the English language?"  There are many ways in which she has como
to lcarn and cppreciate the American love of liborty, justice, and freodom.
She saw her children come here from school literally bursting with news of
what they had donc and ospecially of what thoir teachers had taught them,
She saw that they had equal rights with thbose whose forofathers were
Americans; they had the opportunity to become doctors, dontists, lawyers,
farmers, or business men; and that they had the right to build homes for
their childron. She learnod that she could walk down Market Stroet without
bcing made to feol inforior to those of greator woalth or higher social po-
sitione She could voice hor own opinion without fear. The little things
that she oncountered every doy mado her beliove in and love the democratic
way of life, Her Christian faith also helped her to stand upon a common
footing with others in America,

Grandma was of an older gencratione-onc with memories and roots in
Japan. What of my gencration--the gonoration of Amoricon born Japancse,
who have bceome an integral part of tho American schools, churches, and
communitics? Wherc would our loyalty naturally stand?

(Moro)
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Thero really was nover any question in our minds, Wo doforred to eur ocldcers
and lcarncd the language and somec of the customs of Japan, But Amcriea--land
of kindliness and of promisc--was our country., "o worce the garb of tho young
Amcricrn, spoke his language, had his aspirctions, and assumed his loyaltiess
We intended to live and die herc--imoricans,

We who arc Japenese Amcricons roalized cs did other Americans that tho
situation betwoon America and Japan was very tonse, but before Deccmbor 7 wo
did not think that war was imminont,

For mo the morning of Sundey, Docomber 7, wns like any other Sunday
morning. In fact, it woas not until I get here from church that I heard the
news==America had boon attackedy Poarl Harbor was bombed, There never had
been nows more stunninge. I fclt the samo omotions woll up in me as thosc I hed
£c1t vhen my grandfather had dieds I didn't wish to mcet nor talk to anyono
beeouse a huge lump would come into my throat; but still I had to attond
Guild Vesper Day, o day set aside for girls of cll raccs all over smorica to
comc together for proyoer. News reports were coming in spasmodically as tho
girls from our church and I drovo down to San Joscs How could I facoc all of
thom and lead in this prayor? "God bless a2ll nations, Mon of all lands

Givo them vision and courage,

Te make justicc and peace their demondss

To the poople of all nations

Let the Christion message flow

God bless all ncticns, Both friend and foc,"

The Japancsc alions werc stunned as greetly as the Japoncse Jmericans
by the dastardly incident whioh took place in Hawnii, The position of the
alien Japancsc is now an cspecially difficult onc., Although their hoarts mcy
be loyal te what  fmeriea stonds for, thoy arc still classod as alion nationals
beeause thoy are not eligiblc to apply for .moriecn oitizenship, However, I--
and thoy--con sco the importaonce of proventing ony possibility of fifth column
activitics which would cndenger tho Pacific Coast cnd Amorica.

I was not preparcd, howover, for the fact that I ond other Jnpancse
smericens must bc classcd as possible cnemioss I eould understand the dosire
to preovent anothcr Pearl Horbor here in the wostern stotes by restricting alien
nctions; but why should we, Jopanesc imericons, be evacunted with tho alions?
Ve arc Amorienn citizens, Why must wo be compolled to underge curfow rcgula=
ticns? ‘Thy must this happen to thosc who know nothing but imcrica, and who
hove no loyalty but for imerica? Thoso werc the thoughts thot entorod my mind
ae I had to give up the spceicl Sunday scrviecs ot church, whon I had to ro=-
sign mysclf to loave scheol just on the ove of graduation, whon I had to give
up my hopc of college. I was bewilderod and hurte When, however, I think of
things boyond mysclf I can undcrstand that reémoval of Japonoesc from military
zoncs may be for our own protcetion as woll as for othorse I can rcalizo that
thosc neocessary hardships which I must exporicnce are insignificant when come
parcd to thoso mado by our Amorican soldicrs ond sailors in the Philippincs, in
Burma, and in othor parts of the worlds I knew, also, that wo Japancsc,
fmorieans will bo able to bogin ancw whercver wo areg .smerica is humanc, and
I connot help belicving thot somchew all things will work togethor for geods
i wiscr ond less sclfish sclf says to me; "Yos, hore ore your beginnings and
endings, You know only the Americon way of 1life onriched by the voery faot
that it coffercd opportunitics to ycur parcnts and your parents! paronts. you

say that yocu love conly whot you kanowe Then you can faece sacrifice; ycu can
boar to scc your home dismentled; you can bear to leave your fricnds, your
school, overything that you know; you can boar to sacrifice your plans for the
nation, Amoriecn,

(More)
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If the concontraticn and govérnment supcrvision ef the Japrnose ean contribute
to the ultimate victory of imoriea and the safoty of your fricnds, you con go

willingly, gladly.

I am o Jopancse by cncestry and by physical foaturcs; but my hoart, nind,
and spirit are with Zmeries beerusc this is my heme. There is no lcve of Jopan

in me, no spiritual, no mentel tice I con feol o onencss with othor imecricans

of foreizn andestry~-Germen, Irish, Swedish, Itelian, Chincse, or Greek

imeriennb=-in saying that my blood will never flow for the land of uy ancestorse







