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Ray and Mary dropped in again today. They said they^had cal led 
us last Wednesday when they were in town, but failed to fin d us in. 
Mary has been working at the Children's Convalescent Home since last 
May as a Registered Nurse, while Ray had remained in Chicag o waiting 
to hear either from the University of Chicago or University of Michi-
gan K-Ray departments that tohey were ready to employ him. How ever, 
Ray probably became a little discouraged waiting out here, a nd he 
is now out at Wheaton with his wife doing odds and ends of job s as 
a doctor in the hospital. They have Y/ednesdays off, and mak e it a 
practice to come to town; and when they come in, they invari ably 
call us at least once in two weeks. It's quite evident that M ary 
enjoys dropping in and fussing around the kitchen with Mic hi, and 
I assume that Ray enjoys chatting with me. 

Today, 
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Ray and Mary Nishimoto dropped by at our apartment this 
morning just as we were finishing a late breakfast. Mary wo rks 
as a registered nurse at a Children 1s Home in Wheaton and gets 
Thursdays off so that she can come into Chicago to meet Ray w ho 
is remaining here until he receives definite word as to whe ther 
the Univ. of Michigan will accept him or not. M. and I expre ss-
ed our pleasure at seeing them again, a genuine pleasure for  we 
like the Nishimotos, and invited them to sit down in the ki tchen 
to shat with us. 

I asked Ray whether he was making any progress in his ef-
fort to get a position at the University of Michigan. He is tak-
ing graduate work in medicine, specializing in roentege nology, 
and since he has one year more residence to put in before he m ay 
take his specia l ises examination, he has been trying to get i nto 
the University of Michigan medical hospital as a resident ph ysi-
cian. If he gets this position, he will get $1400 a year and 
then may also pursue his studies. 

Ray: "No, I haven 1 t heard anything yet from them. Since the 
last time I saw you (two weeks before) I Tve been up in Michigan 
twice, once to take Mrs. Hil l up to the summer home, and the 
other time to visit Ann Arbor to see about getting the posi tion. 
The hospital wants me right away, and the head of the depart ment 
thought'there would be no problem about getting me in there. 
They knew I wasn't an American citizen because I was born in Ja-
pan, but they didn't seem to realize the problem involved . Their 
idea was that as long as I've got my Illinois license, that they 
could pain permission for me to practice in Michigan on the ba sis 
of reciprocity. I pointed out to them the fact that most of th e 
medical schools now have a definite ruling against the emp loyment 
of Japanese aliens. They hadn't recognized the problem,  and they&re 
now working on it. I don't know how it's going to come out b ut 
I should hear in a week or so." 

"After looking over Ann Arbor,though, I've got my doubts 
about going up there. The housing problem there is terrific . 
Chicago is nothing compared to Ann Arbor. At the hotel where 
I stayed, there were families living in one or two rooms wa iting 
for something to open up. People have reservations on pro spective 
vacancies two and three months ahead. When the offer of a p osi-
tion came from Ann Arbor, I thought that was. going to foe very 
good since it didn't accur to me that they'tfe have a housi ng prob-
lem. But, you see, the new Ford factory was built only ten m iles 
away from Ann Arbor at Ypsilanti, and when all the homes in that 
town were occupied, the overflow came into Ann Arbor. Now, 1 $ 
don't care whether I get a job or not in Ann Arbor." 

"As an assistant instructor, I'll get paid about $1400 a 
year during the first period, and Mary could work as a nurse . 
Then, I could finish up my year that's left over before I can 
take the examination in X-Ray. Once I finish up that work, then 
I can go out and establish my own office, 
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"If I get a position in ANN Arbor, I'll probably leave r ight 
away, but if I don't get anything there, I may stick around  here for 

a little while to see what other contacts I can make. Mary c an 
join me up there if I go; the hospital wants her and both us of us 
can work in the same place. Between the two of us, we'll m ake 
enough to get along. The problem is one of housing; I don t know 
how we&re going to find anything with conditions there a s they are. 
Even if we had the jobs, we may not be able to live_togeth er, we 
might have to take rooms in the hospital. Anyway, l should k now 
in another week whether I'm going up there or not." 

Myself: Why don't you try some of these other places like Minnesota* 
They've got a good medical school, haven't they? 

Ray: Well, there you'd have the same problem as at Michi gan. I'd 
still have to get permission to work in the university. As l ong as 
I'm not an American citizens, there 1s.nothing I can do about it. 
It doesn't matter, Mary is working and I can take it easy . It's 
amazing that I'm not doing anything, but I still keep myse lf busy. 
About two days a week I'm out at Wheat on with Mary, and th e rest 
of the time I drop over to Dr. Hodges' office (at Billings w here 
Ray used to work) and go around seeing all my friends who ha ve come 
into town. My time is fully occupied. 

Mary: Isn't it terrible how easy going he is about it a ll? He never 
v/orries about anything. 

Ray: I'll stay around here for a while longer, and if noth ing turns 
up, maybe I'll go out to Yi/heaton where Mary is and do so me work there. 
They want a doctor on the staff. It won't be much but I'll h ave 
something to do. 

Mary: Wheaton is all right, it's a nice quiet place, but ther e's 
so little to do. The nursing work is all routine. It's n ot like 
St. Lukes (San Francisco hospital where she took her trai ning) or 
At Tule Lake. The work is so simple that I just work almost by 
habit. Tule Lake was different. I think that girls who are t aking 
their training there are very fortunate. There's always something 
new happening, you have to be on your toes to see that th ings go 
right, and because of the inadequate equipment and person nel there, 
you have to have ingenuity in getting along. Oh, I learn ed a lot 
while I was there. 

The other day a case of G.C. turned up at the children's hos -
pital in Wheaton and caused quite an uproar. The child  had to be 
isolated right away, but there isn't any isolation wa rd there and 
the other nurses didn't know what to do. They just stoo d around 
wringing their hands wondering what they should do. I tol d them, 
"At Tule Lake when we got there we didn't have a thing, and we 
often had to improvise isolation wards." The others sa id, "If you 
know what to do with this case, go ahead," so they gave me  permis-
sion to take full charge of the case. I just stripped the r oom of 
all its curtains and accessories, stripped it bare, had the child 
placed in this single room, and there was no problem to it at all. 
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But the other girls didn't think of doing any such thing. T he 
experience at Tule was just wonderful because I learn ed to get 
along even if we didn't have the best hospital equipment, an d you've 
to know how to get along if you're going to be a good nurse. 

The youngsters are very nice out there, and they seem to like 
me all right. There are some very cute children and one develo ps 
an attachment to them. But the work isn't very exciting, an d it's 
not like a regular hospital. A good part of the time I'm ju st tend-
ing the children. 'The pay isn't anything like a R.N.'s wag es either. 
I'm getting $50 per mot^h plus board and room. And I get so 
lonely out there. There's absolutely nothing in Wheaton; t here's 
not even a drug store where you can go to get a coke or soda. I 
often think to myself, "Oh, if I were only in Chicago."  Then  I 
could see Michi and go out shopping with her and do a lot of i n-
teresting things. 

There are three other Nisei girls working out there. T h e f re 
pretty lonesome feoo, but they're afraid to come into town bec ause 
they don't know how to find their way around. One of the girls 
who lives near there took an application for a position at°Mi chigan 
for the Language School. But I don't think they accepted her . 
She took an examination and Dr. Yamagiwa, the head of th e department, 
told her she needed a little more work before she could take a 
position teaching Japanese there. Her pay would have been ab out 
•¿100 a month, she told me. That's about what an assistant i nstruc-
tor would get. I knew her in Hawaii. She took about three years 
of jo-gakko (girl's high school in Japan) work in Hawaii. 

Michi: My sister also made an application for a teaching po sition 
At Michigan but wasn't accepted. I guess their faculty positi ons 
were filled, and although she knows a lot of Japanese, she n ever 
was in Japan or had formal education in the language, and I g uess 
they couldn't measure her capabilities without somethin g like that 
to go by. You know quite a bit of Japanese language, don't you , 
Mary? 

Mary: Well, I have a normal diploma for teaching in Hawaii. I sup-
pose maybe I could teach Japanese. You see, I was in Ja pan for a" 
while and studied there. When I was small, I thought I'd like to 
study music, but there was always one thing that worried me . My 
parents were pretty old even when I was a youngsteriand alth ough I 
have an older brother, I was always worried that he would get 'mar-
ried and leave me alone to take care of myself in case my pa rents 
weren t able to support me. I guess that's why I've always been 
practical; I was always worried that some day I might have t o sup-
port myself and there would be noone to look after me. When m y 
folks wanted to go to Japan, I decided I'd better go becaus e I at 
least have an uncle over there who would take care of me i f my father 
died. That's where I learned a lot of my Japanese. 

I was about thirteen when I went over. When I went to school 
the teachers decided that I should learn my Japanese so the y put me 
in the third grade. Here I was with all the little kids, muc h 
smaller than myself. I knew most of the things they were tea ching 
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like history, except for Japanese history which the othe rs knew 
better than myself, of course, and mritiame^tic. They w ere just 
learning fractions and divisions and that sort of thing, TEu t I ! d 
had all that in school at Honolulu. So I asked the teacher i f I 
couldn't concnntrate on my language because that was the t hing that 
was holding me back, and they told me to go ahead with that . In a 
few months they advanced me to the sixth grade, and in the year and 
a half that I was there, I finished the second year of jo-gakk o 
(girls' middle school). About that time my brother decided t hat 
he didn't want to stay in Japan and he wanted to go back to Hawa ii. 
I thought I'd better tag along with my brother because he p romised 
to look after me, so we went back to Hawaii. When I got there, 
the Japanese school teacher said I knew enough Japanese to te ach, 
since they were in need of teachers, so they gave me an ex amination 
and a normal diploma. That's how I got the diploma to teach e lementary 
Japanese. 

I finished high school, and my brother wanted to know what I 
wanted to do. I thought I'd like to go into music, and he off ered 
to send me to a music conservatory, but about that time my bro ther 
was talking again about getting married. That worried iae , and I 
thought I'd better go into something where I could support myself 
after finishing training. Besides, in nursing there aren't  the 
high fees to pay, and some schools even pay you to train in the ir 
hospital, so I thought I'd better take up nursing. That's h ow I 
happened to go to St. Lukes; I guess it was just as well. My bro ther 
still isn't married, but because I was always afraid that he might 
get married at any time and leave me to look after myself, I've al-
ways considered the practical ends in the selection of m y career. 

I took music lessons for a few months when I was about twel ve, 
though. My niece, who was just a little girl then, also st arted 
about the same time. She had a good ear for music and played e very-
thing by ear, but I was much older and studied my notes more care-
fully. But she could play from memory much better than I e ven though 
she was several years younger than myself. She'd learn a pie ce and 
then cdfcie to me, close the book in front of me, and tell me t o pla§r 
the piece by memory. I'd make all kinds of mistakes, but s he'd sit 
down and play it right off. But when I opened the book to som ething 
she didn't know so well and told her to plkay, she couldn't d o it 
whereas i had a much easier time. My niece kept up her music l essons 
and I guess she's pretty good at it now. 

Michi: With your background in Japanese, you could go up t o Michigan 
and teach Japanese if you decide you want to do that inste ad of 
nursing. Gee, it's nice to be able to do a lot of things. I'm 
just absolutely impractical. 

Mary: Yes, I suppose I could teach Japanese. If I get tired o f 
nursing, maybe I'll do that. 

Myself: Ray, why can't you go into the Army to try to ge t your 
citizenship. I should think that you'd make your future in this 
country, and as long as that  it true, that you should have your 
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citizenship in this country. If you 1 re  a vefceran of this war, 
you'd probably have a good chance of getting your citizensh ip after 
it's all over. 

Ray: Yes, if they'd take me I Td go, but so far they've rejected me. 
I volunteered at my local board, but they ?/ouldn't feake any a ction 
on it. The thing is, the Army is willing to have Japanese medi cal 
officers for the volunteer team, but I guess they're afraid that 
it might not work so well to have them in corps with other Cauca sians. 
And so far they've already got enough Japanese doctors for t he 
volunteer combat team and they're not going to take any more u ntil 
there's a need for us. If I could get a commission in the Army, 
that's the thing I'd like to do, but at present it doesn't l ook 
very likely that I'll get in. Maybe, later on they'll find a need 
for more doctors and they may open up. 

Myself: I hear that Dr. Seto is coming here? Have any of the oth er 
Tule Lake doctors come out? 

Ray: ^es, I hear Seto is coming out. I don't know what hi s plans 
are. Dr. Hara is out at Elgin working in one of the hospitals 
there, but I guess he's not entirely happy with his situa tion. 
I've heard that he's lonesome for Japanese. He seems pretty  glad 
to see any Japanese who comes out there. He's working as a resi-
dent physician, which means that he gets paid no better tha n $150 
per month plus board and room. I doubt that he's getting that much; 
maybe &100 or $125 per month. He's married too so he wouldn 't want 
to live at the hospital. That's the only kind of jobs that th e 

apanese doctors can get now. They can't start offices of t heir 
Ov/n because all their equipment is on the Pacific Coast, fo r one 
thing, but also because there's no telling how the Caucasia n clien-
tele would react to a Japanese doctor. 

It seems he's doing pretty well at the hospital though, and 
the people seem to like him. I hear that -the hospital is rap idly 
turning to specializing in O.B. cases since he's come out t here. 
He apparently likes O.B. work, and he's pretty well train ed. These 
days it's pretty hard to get good doctors, and the Japanes e doctor 
would rate well with others in his training and ability. Sin ce hear-
ing of the doctor at the hospital that takes O.B. cases, ther e's 
been a rush for attention there, and it seems he's kept bu sy morning 
and night answering these calls. I imagine the hospital wou ld hate° 
to lose him. 

Myself: But Dr. Hara already has done his interne work and has enough 
training and experience to run his own office, hasn't he? W hy is 
it the hospital doesn't pay him more? 

Ray: Well, that's about all resident physicians get. The pos ition 
is usually filled by students who have just finished medi cal school 
and want additional training, or those who are marking time u ntil 
they can get an office of their own. Ordinarily, the resident  phys-
ician only helps around the wfffttg hospital for emergency cases and 
that sort of thing because the regular patients are taken c are of 
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by doctors who maintain their offices outside. You see, t here's 
no place for physicians on the hospital staff in normal times be-
cause the idea of the hospital is that it's a service which doc tors 
with private practices can use. If a hospital were to mainta in its 
own staff of doctors, that would be socialized medicine. Pl aces 
like the Mayo clinic are the only ones that have that kind of set 
up. 

Myself: But now, as in the case of Dr. Kara, it seems to me there's 
a need for the phsycian who works in the hospital. The way I se e 
it, because of the shortage of doctors on the outside, the pe op&k 
are rushing to the hospitals for medical care, and ithe res ident 
physician is doing work which in normal times would be tak en care 
of by private physicians. 

Ray: ^es, that's right. 

Myself: It looks to me as if Dr. H a ra is getting exploited. If 
he has adequate training, and if he's doing work that needs to be 
done, why doesn't the hospital pay him more. As you say, I  imagine 
the hospital wouldn't like to lose him, but after all he shou ld be 
compensated for what he does. As it is, the hospital is gett ing 
the benefit of Dr. Hara's very inexpensive services. 

Ray: That's just the thing. The hospital should make some k ind of 
arrangenBnt whereby Dr. H a ra would be compensated for the work that 
he does. But the resident phsycian never was paid more, and I guess 
they're unwilling to change the set up. The hospital is i n a posi-
tion to exploit people like ourselves who aren't in a pos ition to 
start a practice of our own and have to depend on organized c linics 
for employmsoit. Another problem for the evacuee doctors who are 
interested in setting up offices of their own is that they h ave to 
get hospital service. A doctor can't have an office of his o wn 
without that. But most hospitals are so crowded now that t hey're 
unwilling to offer service to any new doctors; they'll do it for 
their old practitioners, but not for new ones. That's why it's 
impossible for Dr. Hara, if he were to decide to open his o wn of-
fice in Elgin, to do anything about it. 

Michi: How many doctors are there left in Tule Lake2 

Ray: I guess there are about six of them left there. Most of the 
Issei doctors will stay with the relocation centers for the d uration. 
They're not interested in coming out for various reasons. Dr. Ha-
shiba will probably stay there, Dr. Akamatsu, Dr. Ito, an d some of 
the others. 

Michi: Do you think that the feeling of responsibility to th e evacuees 
is a factor in keeping doctors at the center? That i S j  all the doc-
tors consider the problem,don' t they, even when they le ave? 

Ray: Yes, that's a very important consideration to all o£ u s. The 
WRA tells us that it's all right for us to go out because they 'll 
replace us with Caucasian doctors if we leave, but the thing i s that 
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fhe WRA is going to have a hard time finding doctors to go the re, 
and anyone going there will be your country horse doctors w ho'll 
take the job because they can't get anything better. I hat e to 
think what the medical service in these center will be like . 

(We adjourned our session at the apartment and Michi and Mar y 
went off shopping on 63rd St. while Ray and I went to the of fice 
so that I might attend our weekly conference.) 

Ray: It seems too bad that the Nisei are having such a hard ti me 
adjusting to the life in Chicago. I should think that some  kind 
of counselling program is necessary to help them makes their ad-
justments to this city. I'd hate to see them get (together as they 
did on the Pacific Coast into their own segregated groups. I f yuu 
could create some kind of Nisei organization to promote the ir assi-
milation into American society, I think that's the thing t hat needs 
to be done» 

Myself: The trouble with starting  A Nisei organization, for any 
purpose, is that the very organization becomes the focu s for fur-
ther voluntary segregation among the lisei. The ambiguit y of the 
problem is that, in a sense, you have to have some kind of org ani-
zation to promote assimilation, and, on the other,hand, th e forma-
tion of an organization starts the very tendency you want  to avoid. 

Ray: I suppose that may be true. But what .are you going to d o. 
You can't tell a lot of Nisei to join American groups and e xpect 
them to go out by themselves to make their contacts. A lot of 
these fellows just aren't making adjustments, and it woul d perhaps 
be better if they didn't come out of the centers. 

I've been thinking along that line, too. I wonder why the 
WRA doesn't attempt to create a more normal condition in t he centers 
so that those who remain behind won ! t become maladjusted because 
of their life there. For one thing they should raise the pay of 
the workers. Like at Tule, they have a lot of farming land t hat 
could be turned over to productive use, yet the WRA refused to sell 
the produce except to their own centers. If they were to turn the 
vegetable crops that are coming off these farms into the open mar-
ket, the WRA could pay off the evacuees at a much better rate . There 
are a lot of productive occupations that might be promoted  in the 
centers if the Government would handle the projects so that p eople 
have a little more individual freedom for establishing in dividual 
enterprises. The case of the doctors is an excellent example of 
the problem. A lot of the doctors would stay in the centers t o 
help the people even at a minimum salary if they were able to ma ke 
a little more than $19 a month. The people need the doctors and 
sooner or later the WRA is going to have to get doctors for the m. 
But why not pay the doctors who are there a little better so that 
they'll stay; the evacuee doctors will be willing to wor k twice 
as hard as any coming from the outside. 

Myself: But what are you going to do with the people in the c enters 
at the end of the war. If you assume that the thing to do is to 
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preserve these relocation center community, ¿hen perha ps your idea 
is sound. But if the people are going to think in terms of leav ing 
the centers at the end of the war, it's better to get this re loca-
tion program under way now rather than to wait for the end of the 
war. It's going to be impossible to get people out then, ^there 11 
be so much competition for jobs from the returning war vete rans, 
and there will be such a shortage of labor, productive occup ations 
into which the Japanese may go. 

Ray: Yes, but you know that most of the people in the cen ters 
aren't going to be able to get out. Look at all the Issei m 
the centers. How are you going to get them to make^adjustment s 
to the kind of conditions on the outside. The Nisei haye^a b ad 
enough time, but how are the Issei going to fare? As it is the 
relocation centers aren't doing the people in them any go od at 
all. It's making them lazy, discontented, and useless fo r pro-
ductive life. The people have to be employed in some competi tive 
system where they feel an urge to do things with a purpose. 

( later in the evening the discussion turned to She Bs?ether en' s 
and their work in providing the hostel vt for resettlers. Ra y 
revealed his previous connections with the Bethany Church .) 

Ray: What you tell me about the strictness of the Bretheren 's hos-
tel, about not smoking, and being in by ten  o'clock  at night, ilts 
in with my experience with the Bethany group. You don't kno w it, 
but I was connected with the Bretheren's way back in 195 2 when 1 
first came to Chicago. The first summer vacation, I was offer ed 
a iob in one of their camps up in Wisconsin. I was with that or -
ganization all summer, and travelled all through the Middl e west 
with them. In fact, I was with them for two summers and me t a 
lot of their important members. 

They're strict all right. They had a policy that girls and 
bovs shouldn't go in swimming together. If both g roupswere at the 
same beach, they would arrange to have the boys go in first and then 
the girls, or vice ftersa. I changed that though. I kept pressin g 
the matter, and the organization finally changed its po licy. If 
some of them remember me, they should remember me for that at least. 

I've probably had more contact with Caucasians than most Nis ei. 
I've been around quite a bit with all kinds of groups. 
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Ray and Mary Nishimoto dropped in today from Wheaton.  1 met 
them first down at the WRA, but they promised to drop in at ou r 
place later. They came in shortly before supper. Ray seemed m 
somewhat better humor than when I saw him last. He then seeme d a 
bit discouraged. 

Myself: "Did you.est things straightened out down at th e WRA?" 

Ray: "Oh, I went down there to see about getting into the Arm y. 
This morning I went to the recruiting office and they tol d me to 

0 to the induction center because they don ! t recruit soldiers any 
iore. When I went to see the officer at the induction offic e of 
the 6th district, they told me to go somewhere else. They were shuf-
fling me around and 1 was pretty tired of it. We had a lun cheon en-
gagement with Dr. Tashiro, and he said, »There's no use you r chas-
ing around like that. You'll never get anywhere seeing th e small 
fry around here. Better have Mr. Shirrell write to Dillon I. yer and 
have Myer see the War Department for you.' That's why i was Lip at 
the WRA office. Shirrell promised to write to Dillon Myer for me 
so I guess he will." 

Myself: "Heah, I think that's the better way all right. Th ere's 
no use seeing people around here." 

Ray: "Well, I guess- it'i all right. I was getting pretty ti red of 
getting pushed around from one office to the next. I wasn't ge t-
ting anywhere. They told me at the induction center that t hey didn't 
know what could be done about it. Shirrell remarked that the re 
was no precedent for my case. (Ray is a Nisei from Hawaii, except 
that he was born in Japan and came to this country when he wa s 
only two or three years old. He is an M.D. and wants a commiss ion 
in the Army, but even if he can't get that he wants to get in th e 
army so that Hie may get his citizenship.) I admitted there w asn't, 
and he said it might take an act of Congress to get me into the 
Army. I suppose it will take an act of Congress. 

Myself: "%ybe so. Still I don't see that it would require a n 
act of Congress. I'm sure there must be citizens of enemy alie n 
nations fighting for the Allies right now. 

Ray: "Well, ever since Dr. Hodges mentioned the possibili ty that 
I might get into the Army and then get my citizenship after n inty 
daysT  I've been working on it. He saw this Colonel friend of his. 
The Colonel said there wasn't any possibility of my getti ng a com-
mission right away, but he said that if I went in as a private and 
got my citizenship after ninety days, they'd probably gi ve me a 
commission right «way. All I need is to get my first papers . My 
idea is that if I can get into the Army as a buck private befo re 
sombbody checks on my case and decided that I shouldn't be i n theie, 
that I'd be all right. I don't think they'd put me out if I ev er 
once got into the Army. Mr. Shirrell was surprised when I told him 
1 was silling to go in as a back private, but if that's the on ly 
way that I can get in, I'm willing to take the chance." 



CH-303A and 303B 
July 28, 1943 

-2-

M^self: "By the way, I looked up that business about the per sons 
eligible for citizenship according to the Constitution. I didn't 
have much of a chance to check on the information, but in th e book 
I looked at it said that there's nothing in the Constitution s pe-
cifying who can become citizens and who can't. The perso ns eli-
gible for citizenship are those of the white and black race s. I 
suppose that must be some kind of legislation. I take that b ack; 
there may be something in the Constitution to that effect . Any 
way, the Government can specify those persons who are to be eli-
'•i"0le for citizenship, and it happens that Orientals, no t being 
either of the white or black races, are excluded from gainin g ci-
tizenship  . 

Ray: "What about the case of the Filipinos? !I 

Myself; "Well, as far as I understand it, there's some cont roversy 
regarding their case. According to this author, the case of t he 
Filipinos has never been finally decided, but one interpret ation is 
that since they're nationals of the United States, that th ey are 
eligible for citizenship. I guess no final decision on th e question 
will be made until the matter is taken to the Supreme Court, b ut 
no such test cases have arisen so far." 

Ray: "I was talking to Henry Takeda,the lawyer, in the WR A office 
today and he told me that although the Japanese were able to g ain 
citizenship after the last war if' they were veterans of t he war, 
a law was passed sometime around 1933 or 34 revoking their c itizen-
ship  .  " 

Myself: "I don't see how that could be. Most of the Issei who g ot 
their citizenship as a result of their^service in the armed forces 
were still acting as citizens at Tule Lake.as far as I know . 

Ray: "Maybe the law exists but nobody enforces it. I dunno. 
Henry seemed pretty down and out too didn't he. I think he was 
feeling lower than we.  B y the way, some interesting developments 
are taking place down at Shelby. 1 hear that the Hawaiians a nd 
the Mainlanders don't get along very well. The Hawaiian b oys are 
pretty sore because all the Sergeants and Corporals in the ne w 
combat teams are Californians, and these fellows order t hem around 
and act cocky." 

Myself: "I thought the Hawaiian tena, at Camp McCoy had their  own 
officers. ^hy couldn't they use some of the boys who've b een train-
ed up there?" 

Ray: "Well, I guess the Army wants to keep that team as a unit . 
•But they don't take consideration of problems like that. O f courss, 
similar problems occur among all the boys, I suppose, but t he case 
of the Nisei is a little different. It would be a lot better if 
the Hawaiians had their own officers and the Californian s were by 
themselves too. 
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(Ray had to leave for the X*Ray seminar that's held at Billin gs 
TToai)it-l every Wednesday evening, and we promised to wai t for m m 
before serving supper, "in the meantime, I picked up the con ference 

with his wife, Mary.) 

Mary: "Ray's brother is down at Shelby, you know. Ichiro must have 
come over about two months ago when the Hawaiian volunteer s were 
sent over. He's mst a buck private yet, but because he's only a 
private? he has  to take orders from those who know a lot less than 
he"does! He's in the band down there, and they've got a ser geant 
leading the thing who's from Los A nggles or somewhere that doesn t 
¿Sow anything about bands. Ichiro writes and tells us that  this 
fellow gises instructions on how the band is supposed to perform, 
and he has to sit there and listen while the fellow gives inst ruc-
tions tSat are all wrong. Ichiro studied band and instrument work 
at Lawrence College in Wisconsin, you know, and taught for o ver a 
year in Hawaii. He really knows his band music. But just beca use 
he's only a private and the other fellow is a sergeant, he h as to 
take orders from the other fellow." 

Myself: "Of course. There are very few Nisei who have studi ed 
music, at least among the fellows, and I'm sure there isn't anyone 
who's taken special work in band organization as Ichiro ha s. »7 
the way, your brother is down there too, isn't he? Have Ichir o and 
your brother gotten together down there?' 

Mary: "Oh, yes. Sam and Ichiro have met each other down ther e an! 
they seem to get along very well. We haven't seen them yet s ince 
they came over but I guess they'll get their  f u r l o u g h  sometime in 
the fall. Sam is quite a bit older than I am. He s thirty-fiv e. 
He's more like a father to me than a brother; that's thejway I ve 
always thought of him. 1 remember one time when I went to the  1  list 
movie; he was fifteen then and he took me with him and held me 
right in his lap all through the picture. Sam is a man s man. ^ 
He'll never look at a girl. Among fellows he gets along fine , but 
when he's among girls, why he gets so nervous and flustered  ana ne 
never says anything. He calls me the "brat'. wrote to Ray, wh en 
we got married, "I feel sorry for you marrying the orat. Isn t 
that awful?" 

Myself: "How much younger than Ray is Ichiro?" 

Mary: "Oh, Ichiro is six years younger than Ray. ITsrfjJ" •  nrTiM.il i l nr 
He's twenty-two. He's a small fellow, kind of chubby, but ver y 
nice. He's even smaller than Ray. They're the only two chi ldren 
in Ra-'s family, and although they're several years apar t, theylve 
always been very close to each other. You know, whenever aay i s 
troubled about anything, or if he has any good news to discuss , he'll 
say, 'I think I'll write to Ichiro,' and he'll write him eve ry time. 
They're very close to each other." 

"I knew of Ichiro when I was in high school. He's the 3ame 
a~e as I am; oh, I guess I'm eight months younger than he. But 
we were -oin  •  to high school about the same time. Of course, he 
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went 
/to the regular high school and I went to a private school, so I 

didn t know him personally, but I've seen him and heard abo ut him. 
n e year, he and another fellow were candidates for the stud ent 

body president of the school. The other fellow was a great blr 
fellow, and Ichiro's awfully small. You know what he di d? H e 

got up in front of the student body and said, 'You don't need a 
ig fellow for the president of the student body. VJhat you  need 

is a small fellow with a big brain.' I guess that got them a ll 
right. He was elected. I heard about it from my friends. Ihey 
said he pounded the table as he said it; I can imagine he mu st ha^e 
been cute?, small as he is, pounding on the table." 

, Hay's father is very well known in Honolulu. He was princ i-
pal of t.ia Japanese language school there before the wa r. Now be'ai 
working for the intelligence service of the U.S. Army. I c ar re-
member himwhen I saw him at one of the high school formalsT H e 
and lis wia.e came-. She's not as Americanized as he, but M r. NisM-
moto is a very well poised person who ¡mows how to ~et alonp with 
Caucasian society. I saw him pushing his wife ahead of him, although 
she's a little baserved, and he introduces Hier to all his fri ends ° 
just like any American, saying, *My wife doesn't speak En glish so 
v/eii......  »  l think he's more Americanized than Ray in a lot of 
ways; Ray doesn't go out to meet people as his father d oes." 

Itself:  : 'Yes, I've heard that Ray's father is quite a distinguis h-
ed sort of person. It's too bad that Ray doesn't have America n 
citizenship. After all, he's much more Americanized than mo st" 
nisei. 

Mary:  : 'Yes, I think citizenship means more to Ray than anything 
e V thinks its the-most important thing to him, and I "don't 
see why they won't arrange it so that he can get into the Army 
and get his citizenship. All these Filipinos^are get tine- their 
citizenship, but it doesn't mean as much to them as it does to 
Kay. iney hardly know anything about America, and they can ba relv 

language, but they can get citizenship and he can't." I 
don t think it's fair. He's tried so hard to get into the army ." 
^ay says he doesn't care if he has to start out as a buck  privates 

happy.  " & n §  ^  S e n ° U S h t 0 S G t h i S f i r s t  P a Pe r s > he'll be 

. " If y® Received a lot of letters from the Red Cross asking  m e 
to join their service, but I can't go until we find out about' JRay's 
army situation although I'd like to go. The St. Luke's hoosi ta? 7 

^ ^ n  n C 1 S C °  W h e r e 1 t 0 0 k  training sent in my name to the 
Red Cross as a prospective aandidate, and that's why they kn ow th* 
I'm qualified to serve. Eleven of the girls in our g r a d u a l  c i t s 
of fourteen who graduated, have already Joined. T h e | ed  CDDSS is ' 
apparently forced to take a lot of women who've already bee n pension-
ed for aid age, nurses that are over sixty and seventy? YoS ca n ¿S-

1 no r n t t h e  so badly. The old ones d o ^ t 
know anything about the new techniques in medicine; they lu st haven't 
kept up, and with medicine as advanced as it is today, it's pr ettv 
hard to carry on unless you've kept up. My best friend in sc hool is 
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in the Red Cross in San Francisco, and she writes me that she' s 
supervisor of the surgical department now. She tells me how  much 
she wishes I were there, and says it's awfully difficult to work 
with the older women. This girl friend and I just got alon g very 
vrel l  together. She could sense my mood, and I could sense here; 
sometimes when I was feeling a little low, she'd kid me, bu t she'd 
know just how far to go. I was the same way towards her. I w rote 
to the Red Cross saying that I'd like to come out there,  but that 
we'd have to get the problem of getting Ray into the Army s ettled 
first. Still, they say they'd like to have me in anyway." 

"If I join the Red Cross, iSd get a commission right away as 
a second lieutenant, and I'd get $170 a munth to begin wit h. Be-
sides that they give you two uniforms for street wear, two u ni-
forms for the hospital, and they take care of all the laundry, 
it would be very nice. I'd go to San Francisco, of course,  but 
I'd be wearing a uniform so I could get into the Westerfi Def ense 
Area." 

Myself: "Gee, that sounds wonderful. (The discussion tur ned to 
the work out at the country home for convalescent children w here 
the Nishimoto's are now working,) 

Mary: "The work at Wheaton is all right, but I'd like to ge t back 
into a hospital. Hospital work is much more strenuous, of cou rse, 
but it's exciting, it's never dull. At Uheaton the work is mor e 
like playing nurse maid to children. That's what it is most of 
the time. They really don't need nurses so much as someone t o look 
after kids, teach them the right manners, see that they don 't get 
into trouble, and keep them interested. That's what I'm  doing moi 
of the day. Of course, there are some cardiac cases that a re more 
like hospital work, but there isn't very much else for us to do ." 

:: Ray doesn't have much to do either. He checks up on the chil-
dren now and then, and takes an a X-Ray when he thinks there's  some-
thing that needs looking into further. The other day Ray caught 
a tuberculosis case. Xfoaxteayxax After he got out there, Ray went 
over some of the old records on all the children there, an d he no-
ticed in one case a slight rise in temperature every aftern oon. Well, 
he suspected the possibility of TB. The boy coughed quit e a bit 
but his sputum didn't have any blood in it although it was ru st 
colored. immediately had the child isolated for closer obs er-
vation. i found Ray awake at two  O 'clock in the morning listening 
to the boy's cough; it certainly sounded like the cough of a t uber-
cular patient. The next morning he took an X-Ray right away, and 
sure enough there were a couple of small lesions in his lungs. They 
brought him out right away to Billing's Hospital; that's where he 
is now." 

Myself: "It_was certainly fortunate for that boy that the y had 
Ray there. it might have gone on for quite a time before the y'd 
caught it. 
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Mary: "Well, they have to have a doctor there. But it's p retty 
much routine, and Hay doesn Tt have much to do. The other doctor 
who used to "be there played with the children because he h ad noth-
ing else to do. I don't know why but Ray never does that.  : ' 

"The hespital needs a lot more workers, and they've been a sk-
ing for more nisei girls to come out and help. *7e told Mr. 3h ir-
rell about it, and he thought it was fine that we'd opened up the 
way for a lot of other kids. But I war\s>'t the one who sta rted it; 
it"was Kiyo Nishiyama's older sister who first went out t here. 
She's a very efficient girl, and I guess the hospital though t very 
highly of her. Some of the other girls will be- quitting fend the 
hospital needs replacements. There's one girl who is very in tel-
ligent and a very nice person who went through three years  of col-
lege and then decided that maybe she should become a nurs e instead. 
She was doing very well at school, 1 think it was UCLA, but h er 
older sister is a registered nurse and all the others in the fa mily 
have held good positions, and I guess she got a little restl ess. 
Anyway, I don't know why but she became dissatisfied with co llege 
and decided to get an R.N. instead of finishing college. I to ld 
her that if I were in her shoes, I'd get the B.A. inste ad of going 
into nursing. This girl is engaged to get married to a very fine 
young man, and I told her that the six months training as a nu rse 
that^she's received will be enough for her purposes. She may not 
have anything as definite to show for her college trainin g, but I 
feel that college training offers something that is reall y worth 
something. Nursing is all right, but I think college educati on 
has more to offer to a girl who's thinking of getting marri ed to 
an educated young man. 

('Mayy is a person who possesses a considerable decree of in -
telligence and sees facts in a prBi ©read perspective. She realizes 
the value of the practical training she received as a nurse a nd 
finds excifeement and interest in the work she does, but she also 
seems to regret the narrowness of this training. One suspect s that 
she somehow feels that a college education, especially in h er com-
panionship with Ray who is a college educated man who shows  some 
degree of culture, would have been a considerable asset to her. 
In this regard, it may be that she looks up to Michi for the tra in-
ing that she has had in music, and culture, although recogni zing 
the superior training that she possesses over Michi.) 

(Ray retureed after the seminar and we had our supper out o n 
the back porch while chatting about this and that. Ray as us ual 
had opinions to offer about various problems of Nisei socie ty. 
These opinions, although they are offere^.as the views of  an amateur 
on the subject, shows some understanding/the situation. ?o r example, 
he critieises Dr. Tashiro, who is one of iiis closest friend s here, 
for the optimism the latter shows about the possibility of resettl-
ing Japanese in this area without taking account of the rea listic 
problems that are involved in this resettlement. Since he hi mself 
is finding difficulties in gaining a place in American soci ety, the 
main difficulty of which he interprets as his lack of citizen ship, 
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he realizes through personal experience the barriers in the way. 
One of Ray's closest friends here is Dr. Seto, or perhaps it s hould 
mordaccurately be said that Ray likes Dr. Seto. Mary cannot u nder-
stand this for she regards Dr. Seto as one of the cruder perso ns 

she has met. She can't understand why Deki married Seto.) 

As they left to return to Wheaton, Mary turned to salt say 
to Michi as'she frequently does, "It's always so enjoyable  to come 
here. I like to help around the kitchen, and it's always so go od 
to talk to you. Every time I go home after visiting here, I'm 
encouraged to practice on the piano again." (I gather that sh e 
genuinely likes Michi, and Ray seems to feel much at home w ith me. 
Mary is the type of person who could get along with almost a nyone, 
but Ray is rather selective of his friends.) 
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Ray and Mary Nishimoto dropped in again this afternoon.  ̂  ?his 
is their weekly day off from work at Whaaton. Ray didn t st ick 
around for long since he went to the X-Ray seminar at Bill in;s, 
but Mary stayed with us and told us something about her fami ly. 

"Itin like my father. He's very easy to get along with, and 
he has a rather progressive view of life. I even look like h im. 
He knows a lot of Caucasians, and he speaks English quite we ll. 
Mv mother is just the opposite. She was brought up in the stric t 
Japanese manner, learned to play the o-koto (a large strin g instru-
ment), and was brought up to be a Japanese lady. When I was s mall, 
I was only five then, she started to teach me to play the blwa 
(a small string instrument) because we didn't have the o- koto. 
I studied the biwa for several years and learned many of the s ongs 
that go with i U While all the other kids were learning to pla y 
the piano and other western instruments, that was what I w as learn-
ing. She was always getting after me for not acting lady-lik e, 
and she used to be horrified at the manner in which I'd pla y with 
my father and climb on his lap and everything. She said she d 
never been permitted to do that in Japan in her 3aome. 

"Yoii know what my brother wrote us the other day. He says 
I used to be a terrible pest when I v/as small. He's ten years 
older than I am, my next brother is five years older, and then 
I'm the baby of the family. I guess my oldest brother had to 
look after me because I v/as still small, and when he was ab out 
ten or fifteen, he'd want to go out with other boys but he'd  have 
to take me along. I guess that used to bother him an awful lot , 
although I didn't realize it until he mentioned it the o ther day. 
I always tagged along, and did everything the boys did. Oh, I 've 
played baseball, and football, and I'd go swimming with t hem 
I did everything like a boy. I always played shortspp on the ba se-
ball teams. Do you know how they taught me to swim? My oldest 
brother took me out one day, and then told my other brother to 
watch me because he was going to throw me in, and then he th rew 
me into the water. I v/as about five then, £nd I didn't kno w how 
to swim. I bet you I drank an awful lot of water, and I'd keep 
going up and down in the water. My brothers v/ere shouting at me 
to kick my legs and move my arms. I learned to swim." 

"My brothers alv/ays treated me a little different. When t hey 
went to high school, they v/ent to the regular public high school. 
They used to tell about all the fun they had there 1 guess they 
really had a good time there and I wanted to go to the public 
high school. But when it came time for me to enter high scho ol, 
no, l couldn't go to the public school, I had to go to a priva te 
school for girls." 
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Ever since Ray and Mary Nishimoto left Chicago for  Ann 
Arbor,  where Ray was  to  resume his studies in Roentgenology 
while working at the University Hospital as a junior  instruc-
tor,  we hadn't heard from  them.  This evening Ray suddenly  call-
ed us to say that he was again in  town,  and incidentally dropped 
the bombshell of a news that he was now the father of a baby  boy. 
Ray declined to discuss his life in Ann  Arbor,  because as he  said, 
"It was a long story," and we therefore called him over to our 
home to  tell  us  all  about  it. Ray's  story  follows: 

"Well, tell us first about yourselves, how you liked your 
Washington  trip,  and then  I'll  tell you about  myself. (I  told 
my story  briefly.) Well,  my story is a  long one.  We left  Chi-
cago about the last of September.  I  sent  IQMtff  ahead to  Ann^ 
Arbor to look over the place because I wanted  iior  to get a  pic-
ture of the difficulties that might be involved in gettin g hous-
ing  there.  You  see,  when  I  last saw  you, I  had about decided 
on the -position at the Joliet  Hospital.  You remember that  I 
told you  I'd  take that position unless changed my mind 
when I  went back  home.  That evening we  tallied  It over and she 
did  change my  mind, I  told her that we  wouldn't  have as much 
at Michigan, but she thought that  I  should complete my graduate 
studies in  X-Ray  and she was willing to go along with me on  it, 
so  I said, 'All right, we'll  go to Michigan. '  And that's how 
we'd  decided, on Michigan rather than  Joliet.  Still I wanted her 
to see the conditions in Ann Arbor before she finally made up 
her  mind,  so  I  sent her there to see what the housing situation 
was like. :i 

"The people at the hospital were apparently very nice t o 
her.  Of course, they were short of nurses and wanted Mary on 
the  staff,  and  Dr. H.  wanted me on his  staff.  They wanted us 
to come up right away, and they told Mary that they'd arra nge 
a place to stay for  us.  She was so favorably impressed with 
everything there that she  didn't  even ask any questions, and 
she returned to Chicago very enthusiastic about getting up to 
Ann Arbor.  She seemed so happy about it that  I  thought it was 
•  oing to be all right, so we immediately started packing. ' .Ye 
were 1 very busy those last few days  here.  That's why we  didn't 
have a chance" to call  you.  Mary's brother Sam came up from 
Camp Shelby, and he suddenly decided to get married to a girl 
from Denver on a moments  notice. I  was the best man at that 
wedding, and I had to take care of that as aell as the prep ara-
tions for leaving. Mary had to go up to Ann Arbor even while ^ 
her brother Sam was around. You can see how hectic it all was, 

"We got up to Ann Arbor and then discovered at the hospi-
tal that no accommodations had been made for  us.  They told us 
that they hadn't expected us quite so soon, but that the y would 
arrange a place to stay very  soon.  In the meantime they sug-
rested that Mary sleep  in  the nurses quarters, while ± stayed 
in the interns section where they had  room.  That was agreeable 
as a temporary measure, so we temporarily made our homes the re.' 
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"I had to go to work right away in the X-Ray laboratories 
because they were very short handed, but I told Mary to spen d the 
first couple of weeks hunting an apartment. So she trampe d the 
streets everyday for two weeks looking all over Ann Arbor . She 
really walked the town, but in all that time, we didn't ev en find 
a proppect of a place. In the meantime, the hospital became v ery 
anxious that llary start her work as a nurse they needed he r 
badly. I told her that she should work half a day, and spen d the 
rest'of the time hunting an apartment, and that's the arrangement 
we worked out temporarily." 

"We inquired again about the arrangement that the hospit al 
was -oing to" make about a home for us, but it turned out that the 
arrangements couldn't be made. They told us that the thi ng they'd 
been counting on hadn't materialized as planned, and they  had not: -
in* to offer us. We kept looking around, and continued to stay 
at°the hospital although it was a rather inconvenien t araangment. 
We were very anxious to find an apartment, but it was al most im-
possible to find anything there. 

"In the meantime, trouble began to crop up with regard to 
my position. Dr. E., the supervisor of the department, had 
-oromised me a junior instructor  ship  because that was the best 
arrangement he could make for me. When the first payday cam e 
around, all the others got their pay checks but mine d idn't 
come through. I couldn't understand this so i finally we nt to 
see the boss to find out what had happened. I thought th ere 
might have been some error and a failure to get me on the  pay-
roll  .  When I went to se%um, he said he knew about it and told 
me that some trouble had developed with the regents of th e uni-
versity about having me on the staff. However, he hoped th at the 
matter could be straightened out and asked me to be pat iebt.-

"The trouble wouldn't have developed, probably, if I had 
been merely a member of the hospital staff, but it all d eveloped 
because he was trying to place me on the faculty as a junior 
instructor. The hospital is maintained under a separate a ccount 
from the university," but because the boss was trying o o get me 
on the faculty, my name came to the attention of the Regents. 
There are some rather conservative business men on the b oara, 
snd when they saw my name on the new payroll, their reaction 
was that it wouldn't do to have a Japanese on the staff. i'ne 
trouble is that I don't have an American citizenship becau se 
I was born in Japan. The Regents felt that it might caus e trouble 
to have me on the payroll, and they hesitated about hir ing me." 

"Dr. H. went around to see all these Regents, or influen tial 
friends who might be able to sway their opinions. I guess h e 
went around to see quite a few people; anyway he did everyt hing 
he could to get me established. H e told me that the next meet-
in*- of the Regents would come right after Thanksgiving,  and he 
hoped to get sufficient pressure on the other side by tn en to 
change the minds of the Regents. I was willing to wait, so I 
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let Dr. E. handle the problem. The day after Thanksgivin g when 
the decision was to be made, I again went to Dr. H.'s offi ce to 
find out how the thing had come out. He told me that the reg ent's 
hadn't reached a decision yet, and asked me to wait anothe r day 
or two. When I heard that, I thought there was something wr ong 
because, as you know, Regents are business men and they 're the 
type who like to get their business over with quickly. Th e next 
da: - I again went to see Dr. H.  ,  but he wasn't in and I couldn't 
find out. I caught him in the day following. He told me that  _ 
he was so-pry but the Board of Regents had decided against  placing 
me on the faculty and had recommended that it wouldn't be wise 
to have me around the campus. He said there was nothing fu rther 
he could do about it. It seems that Dr. H. had been able to 
change the minds of all but two of the^en on the Board. Bu t these 
two Sen felt that since the University of Michigan is a s tate 
institution with several war contracts, it wasn't wise to have 
any member of Japanese ancestry on the staff such that t he uni-
versity would be open to public criticism. They also seeme d to 
think that my presence on the campus wasn't desirable in v iew o, 
the many war research that was being carried on there.' 

"I -uess if Dr. H. hadn't tried to get me placed on the f aculty 
no trouble would have arisen. There are others, nisei, w ho are 
around there, but nothings been said about them so far b ecause 
t h e i r  presence hasn't been brought to the attention of the ad mi-
nistration of the university. If he'd only wanted j o g e . m e on 
the hospital staff, there wouldn't have been any difficu lty, but 
Dr  H . had felt confidant that he could swing .he deal, and h e 
wanted me to get the best possible offer. They need doc tors and 
instructors badly and I guees he thought this considerati on would 
be in my favor. Once my name was brought to the Regent's a tten-
tion, it wasn't possible to work back and put me on the hospit al 
staff merely as an interne. Any snooper who wanted to mak e 
trouble could check up to find out that I was still ar ound the 
campus, and since the Regents already knew of my case, it c ou.a 
cause an awful lot of trouble for Dr. K. Under the circ umstance, 
the boss thought it would be best if 1 left the campus. 

"Of course there's an* inconsistency. After all, there ar e 
some 200 nisei around the University of Michigan campus . ^uite 
a number of them are working at the hospital ^order l ies and 
nurses, or doing odd jobs as dishwashers and janiuors. Then .here r 
Ivite a few teaching in the Japanese language department.  If 
S e r e were to be sabotage, any one of them might oe ^ I v e a . 
And they're all right on the campus. They wouldn't say an ything 
about the instructors in the language department, though , De-
cause they need them around the campus." 

"I could have made an issue of it  ,  and I did think of making 
a finht of it. But I decided against it when I thought of .he 
o t h e r  Japanese, on the campus. As long as nothing, was said, o f 
course, the people already there could stay on the camp us with-
out"  being disturbed, but if I made a fight of it and go. a lot of 
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unfavorable publicity, it might react on the whole group . That's 
why I didn't make an issue of it. By the way, I met your fri end 
Bill Takahashi. (Bill married a Caucasian society girl a bout a 
year ago.) Quite a few of the people around the hospital don 't 
like him. He's interning at the University Hospital, and so me 
of the people feel that the only reason he got on was because 
he married a girl with a name and a lot of pull. I don't know 
how true that is, and I haven't got to know Bill because I'v e 
met him only once or twice, but that's the feeling among some 
of the people there. (I mentioned that Bill is a rather agg res-
sive individual and may be disliked by some for this charac ter-
istic.) That's just it. Some people don't seem to like him 
personally, and they don't speak well of him around the hosp i-
tal. There are others who think he's all right. Anyway, I 
didn't know until now that Bill was born in Japan, too, and t hat 
he doesn't have his citizenship. I realized that if I raised 
an issue, fellows like him might be affected too, and that' s why 
I didn't want to push the issue." 

"In the meantime, we found a small apartment. That was just 
about a month ago. We hadn't known just what plans to make, b ut 
it was very inconvenient living at the hospital, and we wer e 
rlad to get a place where we could settle down. Of course, the 
apartment really wasn't anything; it's just like going ba ck to 
camp. There are only two rooms, like a hotel suite of two room s, 
without any kitchen or any of the conveniences.  vi e couldn't even 

cook in the room because it didn't have a stove, and we finall y 
bought a little stove for ourselves. We couldn't kick becaus e 
it was the best we could manage. We've been living there like 
that until Mary went to the hospital to have her baby." 

"Mary worked right up until about four weeks before the 
babv came. The baby's quite small, it was five and a half poun ds, 
and Mary had quite an easy time of it. Oh yeah, they're bo th 
very well. We've named him Ken Charles Ken is both an *!ngl isn 
as weil as a Japanese name. There are three different Japane se 
characters for Ken, so we're going to let my father, his gran d-
father, decide which character should be used. We were hopi ng 
for a baby girl and everything Mary made for the baby's m  pink. 
We didn't even have a boy's name thought out when the child was 
born. Mary will be out of the hospital Sunday," 

"When I found out about ray status at the hospital, I decided 
the only thing to do was to look around for something else. I 
wrote to Dr. Seto to let me know if he heard of anything at 
Joliet. I wasn't any longer in any psottion to bargain fo r what 
I wanted; I was willing to take anything I could get. A few da ys 
later I ;ot a wire from Dr. Seto telling me to come down to Jol iet 
to see the supervisor of the hospital because he wanted me. T hatls 
how it happens that I'm in Chicago again. I srenfrxtara  cajne m 
from Ann Arbor last night and phoned you, but you weren't in. 
I called a ain this morning, and heard that botn Michi ana Shig 
-ere workin now at the Japanese Language Dept., and that's wh y 
I didn't ret you this morning. I went down to doliet tins mor n-
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ning ancl spent the v/hole day down  there, I  just got back before 
supper,  and came over  here. It's  decided that  I'm  to go  to Jo-
liet and nov; the problem  is  to look for a place to  stay. :: 

MI haven't  made up ray mind whether we should live  in  Chicago 
or  in Joliet. I  rather prefer  Chicago.  Mary says Chicago's my 
home town  anyway,  and  I was  bound  to  get back here sooner or 
later. I  guess  that's so. Anyway,  we could live  in  Chicago and 
I  could commute to  Joliet,  everyday if necessary.  It's  only 
about 48 miles away and an hour and a half  ride.  I could make 
it everyday.  Of  course,  the ride would be  tiring.  The thing  is • 
that  it  would be much easier living  in  the city than in a town 
like  Joliet.  Mary would have an easier time shopping, and she 
could get what she  wants. In  a place  like Joliet it  has its  in-
conveniences  in  the matter of shopping and other  things." 

"Another thing  that people  in  the  cities don't  realize  is 
the difficulty of getting fuel  in  the smaller  towns.  Out here 
the  apartments  are kept warm and nobody has any trouble getting 
enough  fuel,  but  in  the small towns people have all kinds of 
trouble keeping their houses  warm.  You'd be surprised what the 
difference  is/ We'll  look around anyway, and decide whether or 
not  we'll live in Joliet or in Chicago. ;; 

"Well , that's  the  soory  of our stay  in  Ann  Arbor.  I haven't 
had much  time to  worry about  all  these things because the baby 
was comirg and there were so many other things to think  about. 
Mary's  delivery was remarkably easy, and  I didn't  even walk the 
hall;  yes  sir,'I  took  it  pretty  calmly. Yep, we've  come a long 
ways  since Pearl Harbor,  and plenty of things have happened since 
then." 

(The  conversation shifted so  I  asked Say what he was doing 
at the time  of Pearl Harbor.) 

"That morning  I  slept  in  late at the  hotel,  and then  I  went 
out to have breakfast at the restaurant with a friend of  mine. 
We were sitting around eating and reading the morning pap er^when 
some people dashed  in  and said something about Japan 
Pearl  Harbor.  We thought  this  was just another of tnose stories 
and didn't nay any attention; I thought these guys had pick ed up 
another of those  wild  Orson Welles accounts over the radio and 
were getting  excited  over  nothing.  Pretty  soon,  however, more 
people dashed in and yelled around about the attack on Pear l  Har-
bor.  They said the reports over the radio were full of the  ac-
courfc  s.  We dashed over  to  ray hotel  room,  and sure enough the 
reports were coming a/er the  radio.  The regular symphony hour 
of the New York Philharmonic was  on,  but they were just clsoing 
that program out  at  noon because of the unusual  circumstances. 
We listened to the  radio  for cuite a  while.  Several of my xnends 
fathered at ray  room,  and we sat around listening to -che radio 
accounts of the botabings. My friends were in the habit  of  gather-
ing at ray room on Sunday mornings, and  we'd  usually sit around and 
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then go out visiting together or possibly take  in  a  show.  The 
months after that were busy  ones. I  was in on the organization 
of the Japanese Medical Society, and we had to prepare for the 
evacuation. 

"One  of  the fellows who was down  in Los  Angeles then is here 
in  Chicago now working in the  X-Ray  laboratory of one of the  com-
mercial  clinics.  His name  is Ronnie  Kishimoto;  yeah, with  initials 
just  like mine.  We attended Rush together, we were in the same 
class,  so  I've  known him for a long  time. No, he's  not an  X-Ray 
specialist,  but  that's  just  it.  Have  I  ever told you about  him? 
As I say,  Ron and  I  were in the same classes at Rush Medical School 
and  I  often wondered when the grades came out whether our grades 
weren't  sometimes mixed up or  what.  (Ray implied, though he  didn't 
say  it, that Ronnie  sometimes may have camaflouged  his  own name 
to get the  benefit of Ray's grades.) Anyway, I haven't  been able 
to decide in  my  mind  whether  I  got him through  school,  or whether 
he put me  through. :: 

"Ronnie's one of  those fellows with a  terrific  inferiority 
complex,  but he takes  it out  by compensating way over on the other 
extreme.  Let me tell you of one example to  give  you an idea of 
what  he's like.  When I first  went down to  Los  Angeles to take 
the position  in  the Japanese Hospital there,  I  looked up Ron  be-
cause we were old classmates, and  I  liked him well enough  in  some 
ways. He'd  opened up  his  own  office.  He handed me  his  card that 
day  I  kept  it  and it should be around somewhere, but  I can't 
seem to find  it  just no w.  Anyway, the card had on  it,  "Ronald 
V7at anabe ,  Gastro-int  estinologist .  "  Ron never did specialize and 
he qualified only  for  general pr acticioning,  but  he'd  picked up 
a little information about gastro-intestinal diseases, and he 
was going around posing as a specialist in the  field.  I never 
said  anything about  it  to  him,  but  I  always thought it rather 
queer that he should call  himself  a specialist in the field when 
I  knew darn well that  he'd  never had any special work along that 
line." 

"I was hunting for a place to stay since  I'd  just got into 
Los Angeles,  and since Ron had a  car,  I thought it would be  con-
venient to have him drive me  around.  I asked him about it and he 
says,  'Oh  sure, anytime you  say.'  He's that kind of  guy;,  big heart 
ed"  when you ask him to do something for  you.  I thought  I'd  like 
to find something as soon as possible, ao  I  asked him to go around 
with me that afternoon, so he agreed. Well, the first thing h e 
does when he takes me around in his car is to drive up to the 
swankiest apartment -hot el district in Los Angeles, and he stops 
in  front of one of the ritsiets and says, 'How about  this.'  For 
a minute  I  didn't know what to say, I was so surprised. He was 
serious about it  too.  I guess he somehow got the notion that I 
must have a lot of dough, and that I expected something like that. 
I was making something like four or five hundred a month at the 
Japanese Hospital, but I was just starting in and didn't ha ve  any-
thing saved  up. I  told  Son, 'How,  look Ron,  I'd  like to do this 
sometime, but just now  I'm  only getting under way and I want to 



CH-303A 
Dec, 17, 1943 

-3-

save up a  little. I  think  it  would be better if I looked around 
for something more in my  class."  Ron  didn't  bat an eyelash; he 
says,  'Okay',  and drove me around somewhere  else. I  would have 
felt as uncomfortable as anything  living in  a place like that 
way over my  head.  Those apartment -hot  els  cost anywhere from 080 
to §100  a  month and up just for one  room,  and  I'd  certainly have 
been a four flusher to  live  in a place  like that.  Imagine what 
my friends would have thought if they learned what kind o f place 
I  lived  at.  But Ron  is  that kind of fellow; he believes  in  being 
flashy and putting up a big  front.  The funny part of it  is  that 
he wouldn't  do  it  for  himself,  but he somehow has the idea that 
I should.  This gives you an idea of- what kind of fellow Ron  is." 

"I  used  to  see quite a  bit  of  him  after  that.  He called me 
one evening  shortly  after I got  there,  and suggested that we get 
some girls and  go out.  I told him that  I didn't  know anybody so 
that there  wasn't  much use my going  out,  but he  said, 'That's  all 
rirht, I'll fix  you up with a  girl.' Well,  he got a couple of  girls. 
Ron had the  idea  that we should take the girls to  what's  the name 
of that place  anyway, it's  one of the swankiest night clubs in 
Los Angeles. I don't  know whether  that's  the sort of thing the 
nisei in L.A. do,  but  I didn't  think  it  was the right thing for 
us. I  was sure  we'd  be uncomfortable trying to up to  some-
thing  that  we  weren't  accustomed  to.  Besides the girls  didn't 
want  to  go  either,  so  I  suggested that we go somewhere more w i th -
in our class.  Another  .thing,  Ron  doesn't dance,  and the girls 
didn't  want to go since  all  that his partner could do would be 
to  sit  around and watch  others. Well,  after  we'd  been out that 
evenirg ,  and we were  on  our way home, Ron starts telling the girls 
of  all  the other places  we'd go to.  Ee says next Saturday  we'll 
•o  to Beach, the Hollywood Bowl on Sunday, and so  on. 

That just about floored  me. I  had no intention of going on in 
that  way,  and  I'm  sure the girls  weren't  particularly attracted 
by the  idea. He'd call  me  up  every now and then and suggest that 
we go  out,  and  he'd  always suggest some swanky place that was way 
beyond our  means.  The thing  is, he'd  never go to such places with 
a girl himself, but  with  me  he'd  be brave enough to suggest  it. 
The girls.used to  tell me,  what do you want to bring that fellow 
along  witñ/you;  why  don't  you come out by  yourself. I  used to 
t ell them,  well Ron has the  car hasn't he,  and as I understand it 
L.A.  girls  don't  go out with fellows who  don't  have a  car. i did 
take one girl out though and made her walk  all  the  way. ' 

"When we were in school Ron was always the one who studied, 
and  I  never  did. I'd  just study a  little,  and then go out and 
have a ood  time.  Ee was very conscientious about his studies, 
but never did as well as  I. I don't  want to make myself seem 
conceited, but  I  rather suspect that he always envied me, and 
perhaps he always wanted to do the things I  did  but  couldn't. 
He's  a small fellow about my size, wears glasses, and  isn't 
particularly  attractive. He's  got that Japanesey type of round 
face, and has some of the characteristics of the type o f  fellow. 
He's not the kind that girls would go  for,  but  he's  always wanted 
a girl for himself  I'm sure.  The trouble with him is that he  doesn't 
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want the tyoe of girl he can  get,  and he  can't  get the type oi 
pirl he  wants. He's  got an illusion about getting one of these 
classy ^irls; it  all  falls  in  line with his general personality 
characteristics.  For instance? the kind of girl  he'd  like to 
get  is  a ain, I  don't  want to make myself seem  egot ist ical ,— 
but  it's  the type of girl I could  get. :: 

"When Ron first went down to  L.A.,  he interned at the Los 
Angeles County  Hospital,  He immediately got off on the wrong 
foot because he went around telling the people he was fro m Rush 
I  edicaU  School as  if  he were far better than the others by reason 
of the"school  he'd  gone  to.  Of course, Rush is an outstanding 
school,  but it was natural that  he'd  get the rest of the people 
down oA  him bragging about  it,  and they all used to kid m m a 
lot about  it.  Everybody was surprised when he had the card made 
callin- himself a "gastro-intestinologist» .  But  he's  that Kind 
of guyT-  he's  got  a  lot of  crust,  and nothing you say to him can 

phase  him. !! 

"After the war broke out and the evacuation came, he went 
alonn-  with  us to  LCanzanar. I  later went to Tulare, ana uiaen oo 
Tule Xa k̂e. It was while  I  was Tule Lake that  I  read  sore  where, 
i think "it was in the Pacific Citizen, that Ronnie had rece ived 
a iob as a r>oent penologist in Nevada somewhere.  I  was quit e  sur-
p r i s e d  ?o see that because  he'd  never studied  X - R a ^  and he dldn-1 
-now much about  it.  Ron used to come over to the Hospital no 
arri'  then  in L.A.  to ask me about things.  A  gstro-intesoino.ogist 
has to consult the roentgenologist about internal diagnoses and 
Tifl  I-Pli him some  things.  I guess he picked up a few idea, atou^ 

radiology that way ,  "and studied a little « ^ V T p a o f f i ^ t X 
soon letters started to cone in asking whether the Paoif ^C Citizen 

'̂ «saz -a « M st no ̂ ¿r ™ a ̂  M-rarsaas» 
sinee he h a s n ^ a n y training  in  the field, he'd be surprxsed." 

»1 met him one day when Mary and  I  went to Tai Dong. He was 
there witoseveral of his friends, some of whom I knew, and  he 
handed me a card on which it said,  » R o n a l d  hishimoto,X-Ray Special 
1st  ?  I kept that card too. Somebody told me that he got a Jo b 
in an X-Ray laboratory here in Chicago, and that he was ma king 
S l E of  money.  I foind out that he  - s in  a laboratory downtown 

crust and yet is dumb enough to make the grade.' 

(1 asked Ray whether he'd seen  Dr.  Tashiro since conir̂ .  back.) 

Said Ray ,  «1 called ^ ¿ t l ^shi ro* 
working pretty late these  days.  \± i  h e , s a n o t h e r Zl S f ' S f f l  fellows 1 ike Ronnie (Thf latter remark 
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surprised me for  I  had never heard Ray speak do critically of 
Dr.  Tashiro befcr  e.  Ray and  Dr.  Tashiro are old friends by  vir-
tue of their common background from  Hawaii,  their frequent  asso-
ciation  at the International House during the many years that bot h 
of them were residents  there,  and the long association  in  other 
respects that  they've  maintained with each  other. In  fact, Ray 
is  obligated to  Dr.  Tashiro  in  some respects  for  Doc has always 
treated him  like  a younger brother and he is the one person that 
Ray could  go  to for'  financial or  other help and get  it.  This  re-
action  from Ray concerning  Dr.  Tashiro was the first sign  I  noticed 
this evening  of the rather sharp tone of his  language.  As the 
conversation went on,  I saw that Ray was  in  an especially  argu-
mentative mood,  and not only  that,  but  his  mental facilities were, 
especially geared for sharp  criticism  of  all  that was  said.  Ray 
has a rather sharp perception of  things,  and when called upon to 

use  his critical" faculties, he's  capable of  arguing  rather  strong-
ly  and pointedly against  others,  but he  doesn't indulge  this capacity 
too  much. Today, however,  he was inclined to oppose everything 
that was  said  b;  others.  Ray  doesn't  display his emotions much 
but he does show his personality  in  one way or  another.  Both  Ilichi 
and  1  felt  that Ray was reacting  to  the discriminatory treatment 
that  he'd received at  Ann  Arbor,  and although he never said as 
much,  he  probably felt  that  his  lack of  American  citizenship has 
something to do with  his misfortune.) 

(Shi-  came back and started telling us about the argument 
which some of  his  Japanese language students had about the ¿ ; egroes 
during their get-together this evening .  One of the men from  Okla-
homa had expressed the  idea  that  he'd  have nothing to do with  Hig-
her  s,  and some of the others  had  taken him up on his  view.)  At 
this  point Ray  joined  the  discussion,  and  said, That's  just  it; 
it's  because the  man's  from the South that he has  those feelings. 
And as  you say,  those who argued against him were from "che  Horth. 
It all  depends  on  the kinds of contact  you've  had with the xegroes 
as to your attitude towards  them.  When I first came out  here, I 
held the same opinion  of  the Negro problem that the reso of the 
Northerners  hold,  but  I  took a trip through the South one year 
and  I  can understand now why the Southern White feels as lie does 
about the Negro  issue.  When you see what the Negroes are like 
in  the South," how disorganized and illiterate they  are,  of how 
little  use they are for anything except the  kind  of work  that's 
allotted to them, then you see the Negro problem  in  the Soutn in 
a quite different  light." (I  protested this view pointing out that 
it 'was only because the Negroes weren't being given the oppor tu-
nity to advance that they are what they  are.  Ray replied expanding 
his view of the problem.) 

"It's  not only the Ue^ro problem when  it  comes to the  ques-
tion of offering opportunities" to the  people.  The Southerners 
argue that their own people don't have the advantages that the 
people of the North and others sections of the country  have.  j,ook 
at the kind of governmental appropriations that are made; ohe 
South  Is  alway s  1 imi t ed to the smallest portions. What the South 
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asks for is that the whole section be given a chance to advan ce 
with the rest of the country. The South has always been left be-
hind, for instance in the matter of freight rate differentia ls. 
The whole country points to the South as the most backward p art 
of the nation, yet nothing is done about improving its positi on; 
that's what the South resents when Northerners talk about th eir 
problems, especially the Negro question. 1' 

( Our discussion went on this way until it was time for Ray 
to leave. He said that he would return to Ann Arbor on Sunda y 
morning and then Mary and the baby would con;e down as soon  as 
they could travel.) 

"The one thing I don't like is this business of moving aro und. 
I 've got to pack up everything all over again. Gee,  I  hate to 
think of all the work that's involved. I'm not sure yet how we'll 
come down here from Ann Arbor either. It's only about a f ive hour 
ride, but the trains are crowded these days and it's awfully dirty. 
".Ye'11 have to find some way of arranging all those thin gs. I'll 
call you again as soon as we get back. 1' 


