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Ray and Mary dropped in again today. They sald they had called
us last Wednesday when they were in town, but failed to find us in.
Mary has been working at the Children's Convalescent Home since last®
May as a Registered Nurse, while Ray had remained in Chicago waiting
to hear either from the University of Chicago or University of Michi-
gan E-Ray departments that whey were ready to employ him. However,
Ray probably became a little discouraged waiting out here, and he
is now out at Wheaton with his wife doing odds and ends of jobs as
a doctor in the hospital. They have Wednesdays off, and make it a
practice to come to town; and when they come in, they invariably
call us at least once in two weeks. It's quite evident that Mary
enjoys dropping in and fussing around the kitchen with Michi, and
I assume that Ray enjoys chatting with me.

Today,
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Miyamoto Document
June 17, 1943

Ray and Mary Nishimoto dropped by at our apartment this
morning just as we were finishing a late breakfast. IMary works
as 2 registered nurse at a Children's Home in Wheaton and gets
Thursdays off so that she can come into Chicago to meet Ray who
is remaining here until he receives definite word as to whether
the Univ, of Michigan will accept him or not. M, and I express-
ed our pleasure at seeing them again, a genuine pleasure for we
like the Nishimotos, and invited them to sit down in the kitchen
to shat with us.

I asked Ray whether he was making any progress in his ef-
fort to get a position at the University of Michigan., He is tak-
ing graduate work in medicine, specializing in roentegenology,
and since he has one year more residence to put in before he may
take his specialist's examination, he has been trying to get into
the University of Iiichigan medlcal hospital as a resident physi-
cian, If he gets this position, he will get $1400 a year and
then may also pursue his studies.

Ray: "No, I haven't heard anything yet from them, Since the
last time I saw vou (two weeks before) I've been up in lMichigan
twice, once to take lMrs, Hill up to the summer home, and the
other time to visit Ann Arbor to see about getting the position,.
The hospital wants me right away, and the head of the department
thouzht there would be no problem about getting me in there.

They knew I wasn't en American citizen because I was born in Ja-
pan, but they didn't seem to realize the problem involved. Their
idea was that as long as 1've got my Illinois license, that they
could cain permission for me to practice in Michigan on the basis

of reciprocity. I pointed out to them the fact that most of' the
medical schools now have a definite ruling against the employment

of Japanese aliens. They hadn't recognized the problem, and theykre
now working on it, I don't know how it's going to come out but

I should hear in a week or so."

"After looking over Ann Arbor,though, I've got my doubts
about going up there. The housing problem there is terrifiec.
Chicago is nothing compared to Ann Arbor. At the hotel where
I stayed, there were families living in one or two rooms waiting
for something to open up. FPeople have reservations on prospective
vacancies two and three months ahead. When the offer of a posi-
tion came from Ann Arbor, I thought that was going to ve very
good since it didn't eccur to me that they' ﬁk have a housing prob-
lem. But, you see, the new Ford factory was built only ten miles
away from Ann Arbor at ¥Ypsilanti, and when all the homes in that
tovn were occupied, the oferflow came into Ann Arbor. Now, IN
don't care whether I get a job or not in Ann Arbor."

"As an assistant instructor, I'll get paid about $1400 a
yvear during the first period, and Mary could work as a nurse,
Then, I could finish up my year that's left over before I can
take the examination in X-Ray. Once I finish up that work, then
I can go out and establish my own office,
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. "If I get a position in ANN Arbor, I'll probably leave right
away, but if I don't get anything there, I may stick around here for
a little while to see what other contacts I can make. DMary can
join me up there if I go; the hospital wants her and both mx of us
can work in the same place, DBetween the two of us, we'll make
enough to get along. The problem is one of housing; I don't know
how we8re going to find anything with conditions there as they are.
Even if we had the jobs, we may not be able to live together, we
might have to take rooms in the hospital. Anyway, I should know
in another week whether I'm going up there or not."

Myself: Why don't you try some of these other places like Minnesotd?
They've got a good medical school, haven't they?

Ray: Well, there you'd have the same problem as at Michigan. 1I'd
still have to get permission to work in the universit¥. As long as
I'm not an American citizenxm, there's nothing I can do about it.

It doesn't matter, Mary is working and I can take it easy. It's
amazing that I'm not doing anything, but I still keep myself busy.
About two days a week I'm out at Wheaton with Mary, and the rest

of the time I drop over to Dr. Hodges' office (at Billings where
Ray used to work) and go around seeing all my friends who have come
into town. My time is fully occupied.

Mary: Isn't it terrible how easy going he is ebout it all? He never
worrles gbout anything.

Ray: I'1l stay around here for a while longer, and if nothing turns
up, maybe I'll go out to Wheaton where Mary is and do some work there.
They want a doctor on the staff. It won't be much but I'll have
something to do. 2

Mary: Wheaton is all right, it's a nice qulet place, but there's
gso little to do. The nursing work is all routine. It's not like
Ste. Lukes (San Francisco hospital where she took her training) or
4t Tule Lake. The work is so simple that I just work almost by
habit. Tule Lake was different. I think that girls who are taking
their training there are very fortunate’s There's always something
new happening, you have to be on your toes to see that things go
right, and because of the inadequate equipment and personnel there,
you have to have ingenuity in getting along. Oh, I learned a lot
while I was there.

The other day a case of G.C. turned up at the children's hos-
pital in Wheaton and caused quite an uproar. The child had to be
isolated right away, but there isn't any isolation ward there and
the other nurses didn't know what to do. They just stood around
wringing their hands wondering what they should do. I told them,
"At Tule Lake when we got there we didn't have a thing, and we
often had to improvise isolation wards." The others said, "If you
know what to do with this case, go ahead," so they gave me permis-
sion to take full charge of the case. I just stripped the room of
all its curtains and accessories, stripped it bare, had the child
placed in this single room, and there was no problem to it at all.
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But the other girls didn't think of doing any such thing. The
experience at Tule was just wonderful because I learned to get

along even if we didn't have the best hospital equipment, and you've
to know how to get along if you're going to be a good nurse.

The youngsters are very nice out there, and they seem to like
me all right. There are some very cute children and one develops
an attachment to them. But the work isn't very execiting, and it's
not like a regular hospital. A good part of the time I'm just tend-
ing the children. The pay isn't anything like a R.N.'s wages either.
I'm getting #& $50 per motph plus board and room. And I get so
lonely out there. There's absolutely nothing in Wheaton; there's
not even a drug store where you can go to get a coke or soda., I
often think to myself, "Oh, if I were only in Chicago." Then I
could see Michi and go out shopping with her and do a lot of in-
teresting things.

There are three other Nisei girls working out there. The¥'re
pretty lore some Boo, but they're afraid to come into town because
they don't know how to find their way around. One of the girls
who lives near there took an application for a position at Michigan
for the Language School. But I don't think they eccepted her.

She took an examination and Dr. Yamagiwa, the head of the department,
told her she needed a little more work before she could take a
position teaching Japanese there. HNer pay would have been about
$100 a month, she told me. That's about what an assistant instruc-
tor would get. I knew her in Hawaii. She took about three years

of jo-gakko (girl's high school in Japan) work in Hawaii.

Michi: My sister also made an application for a teaching position
At Michigan but wasn't accepted. I guess their faculty positions
were filled, and although she knows a lot of Japanese, she never
was in Jepan or had formal education in the language, and I guess
they couldn't measure her capabilities without some thing like that
to go by. You know quite a bit of Japanese language, don't you,
Mary?

Mary: Well, I have a normal diploma for teaching in Hawaii. I sup-
pose maybe I could teach Japanese. You see, I was in Japan for a
while and studied there. When I was small, I thought I'd like to
study music, but there was always one thing that worried me. Ny
parents were pretty old even when I was a youngsteqand although I
have an older brother, I was aslways worried that he would get mar-
ried and leave me alone to take care of myself in case my parents
weren't able to support me. I guess that's why I've always been
practicel; I was always worried that some day I might have to sup-
port myself and there would be noone to look after me. When my
folks wanted to go to Japan, I decided I'd better g0 because I at
least have an uncle over there who would take care of me if my father
died., That's where I learned a lot of my Japanese.

1 was sbout thitrteen when I went over. When I went to school,
the teachers decided that I should learn my Japanese so they put me
in the third grade. FHere I was with all the little kids, much
smaller than myself. I knew most of the things they were teaching
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like history, except for Japanese history which the others knew
better than myself, of course, and mrithmepntic. They were just
learning fractions and divisions and that sort of thing, But I'd
had all that in school at Honolulu. So I asked the teacher if I
couldn't concentrate on my language because that was the thing that
was holding me back, and they told me to go ahead with that. In a
few months they advanced me to the sixth grade, and in the year and
a half that I was there, I finished the second year of jo-gakko
(girls' middle school). About that time my brother dec%deﬁ' that
he didn't want to stay in Japan and he wanted to go back to Hawaili.
I thought I'd better tag along with my brother because he promised
to look after me, so we went back to Hawail. When I got there,

the Japanese school teacher said I knew enough Japanese to teach,
since they were in need of teachers, so they gave me an examination
and a normal diploma. That's how I got the diploma to teach elementary
Japanese.

I finished high school, and my brother wanted to know what I
wanted to do., I thought 1'd like to go into music, and he offered
to send me to a music conservatory, but about that time my brother
was talking again about getting married. That worried hme, and I
thought I'd better go into something where I could support myself
after finishing training. Besides, in nursing there aren't the
high fees to pay, and some schools even pay you to train in their
hospital, so I thought I'd better take up nursing. That's how I
happened to go to St. Lukes; I guess it was just as well., My brother
still isn't married, but because I was always afréid that he might
get married at any time and leave me to look after myself, I've al-
ways considered the practical ends in the selection of my career.

I took music lessons for a few months when I was about twelve,
though. My niece, who was just a little girl then, also started
about the same time. She had a good ear for music and played every-
thing by ear, but I was much older and studied my notes more care-
fully. But she could play from memory much better than I even though
she was several years younger than myself. She'd learn a piece and
then cdhe to me, close the book in front of me, and tell me to play
the piece by memory. I'd make all kinds of mistakes, but she'd sit
down and play it right off. But when I opened the book to something
she didn't know so well and told her to paay, she couldn't do it
whereas & had a much easler time. My niece kept up her rmsic lessons
and I guess she's pretty good at it now.

Michi: With your background in Japanese, you could go up to Michigan
and teach Japanese if you decide you want to do that instead of
nursing. Gee, it's nice to be able to do a lot of things., I'm

just absolutely impractical.

Mary: Yes, I suppose I could teach Japanese. If I get tired of
nursing, maybe I'll do that.

Myself: Ray, why can't you go into the Army to try to get your
citizenship. I should think that you'd make your future in this
country, and as long as that is true, that you should have your
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citizenship in this country. If you're a veberan of this war,
you'd probably have a good chance of getting your citizenship after
it's all over.

Ray: Yes, if they'd take me I'd go, but so far they've rejected me.
I volunteered at my local board, but they wouldn't &ake any action
on it. The thing is, the Army is willing to have Japanese medical
officers for the volunteer team, but I guess they're afraid that

it might not work so well to have them in corps with other Caucagians.
And so far they've already got enough Japanese doctors for the
volunteer combat team and they're not going to take any more until
there's a need for us. If I could get a commission in the Army,
that's the thing I'd like to do, but at present it doesn't look
very likely that I'll get in. Maybe, later on they'll find a need
for more doctors and they may open up.

Myself: I hear that Dr. Seto is coming here? Have any of the other
Tule Lake doctors come out?

Ray: Yes, I hear Seto is coming out. I don't know what his plans
are. Dr, Hara is out at Elgin working in one of the hospitals
there, but I guess he's not entirely happy with his situation.

I've heard that he's lonesome for Japanese. He seems pretty glad
to see any Japanese who comes out there. He's working as a resi-
dent physician, which means that he gets paid no better than $150
per month plus board and room. I doubt that he's getting that much;

maybe $100 or $125 per month. He's married too- so he wouldn't want
© live at the hospital. That's the only kind of jobs that the
apanese doctors can get now. They can't start offices of their
own because all their equipment is on the Pacifie Coast, for one
thing, but also because there's no telling how the Caucasian clien-
tele would react to a Japanese doctor.

It seems he's doing pretty well at the hospital though, and
the people seem to like him. I hear that -the hospital is rapidly
turning to specializing in 0.B. cases since he's come out there,.
He apparently likes 0.B. work, and he's pretty well trained. These
days it's pretty hard to get good doctors, and the Japanese doctor
would rate well with others in his training and ability. Since hear-
ing of the doctor at the hospital that takes 0.B. cases, there's
been a rush for attention there, and it seems he's kept busy morning
and night answering these calls. I imagine the hospital would hate
to lose him.

Myself: DBut Dr. Hara already has done his interne work and has enough
training and experience to run his own office, hasn't he? Why is
it the hospital doesn't pay him more?

Ray: Well, that's about all resident physicians get. The position
is usually filled by students who have just finished medical school
and want additlonal training, or those who are marking time until
they can get an office of their own. Ordinarily, the resident phys-
ician only helps around the mff%x hospital for emergency cases and
that sort of thing because the regular patients are taken care of
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by doctors who maintain their offices outside. TYou see, there's

no place for physicians on the hospital staff in normal times be-
cause the idea of the hospital is that it's a service which doctors
with private practices can use. If a hospital were to maintain its
own staff of doctors, that would be socialized medicine. Flaces
like the Mayo clinic are the only ones that have that kind of set

up.

Myself: But now, as in the case of Dr. Hara, 1t seems to me there's
a need for the phsycian who works in the hospital. The way I see
it, because of the shortage of doctors on the outside, the peopasd
are rushing to the hospitals for medical care, and Xthe resident
physician is doing work which in normal times would be taken care

of by private physicians.

Ray: <‘es, that's right.

Myself: It looks to me as if Dr. Hara is getting exploited. If
he has adequate training, and if he's doing work that needs to be
done, why doesn't the hospital pay him more. As you say, I imagine
the hospital wouldn't like to lose him, but after all he should be
compensated for what he does. As it is, the hospital is getting
the benefit of Dr. Hara's very inexpensive services.

Ray: That's just the thing. The hospital should make some kind of
arrangement whereby Dr. Hara would be compensated for the work that
he does. But the resident phsycian never was pald more, and I guess
they're unwilling to change the set up. The hospital is in a posi-
tion to exploit people like ourselves who aren't in a position to
start a practice of our own and have to depend on organized clinics
for employment., Another problem for the evacuee doctors who are
interested in setting up offices of their own is that they have to
get hospital service. A doctor can't have an office of his own
without that. But most hospitals are so crowded now that they're
unwilling to offer service to any new doctors; they'll do it for
their old practitioners, but not for new ones. That's why it's
impossible for Dr. Hara, if he were to decide to open his own of-
fice in Elgin, to do anything asbout it.

Michi: How many doctors are there left in Tule Lake?

Ray: I guess there are about six of them left there. Most of the
Issel doctors will stay with the relocation centers for the duration.
They're not interested in coming out for various reasons. Dr. Ha-
shiba will probably stay there, Dr. Akamatsu, Dr. Ito, and some of
the others.

Michi: Do you think that the feeling of responsibility to the evacuees
is a factor in keeping doctors at the center? That is, all the doc-
tors consider the probzem,don't they, even when they leave?

Ray: Yes, that's a very important consideration to all of us. The
WRA tells us that it's all right for us to go out because they'll
replace us with Caucasian doctors if we leave, but the thing is that
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fhe WRA is going to have a hard time finding doctors to go there,
and anyone going there will be your country horse doctors who'll
take the job because they can't get anything better. I hate to
think what the medical service in these center will be like.

(We adjourned our session at the apartment and Michi and Mary
went off shopping on 63rd St. while Ray and I went to the office
so that I might attend our weekly conference.)

Ray: It seems too bad that the Nisel are having such a hard time
adjusting to the life in Chicago. I should think that some kind

of counselling program is necessary to help them makex their ad-
justments to this city. I'd hate to see them get bogether as they
did on the Pacific Coast into their own segregated groups. If you
could create some kind of Nisei organization to promote their assi-
milation into American society, I think that's the thing that needs
to be done. \

Myself: The trouble with starting 4 Nisei organization, for any
purpose, is that the very organization becomes the focus for fur-
ther voluntary segregation among the Nisei. The ambiguity of the
problem is that, in a sense, you have to have some kind of organi-
zation to promote assimilation, and, on the other,hand, the forma-
tion of an organization starts the very tendency you want to avoid.

Ray: I suppose that may be true. But what .are you going to do.
You can't tell a lot of Nisei to join American groups and expect
them to go out by themselves to make their contacts. A lot of
fhese fellows just aren't making adjustments, and it would perhaps
be better if they didn't come out of the centers.

I've been thinking along that line, too. I wonder why the
WRA doesn't attempt to create a more normal condition in the centers
so that those who remain behind won't become malad justed because
of their life there. For one thing they should raise the pay of
the workers. Like at Tule, they have a lot of farming land that
could be turned over to productive use, yet the WRA refused to sell
the produce except to their own centers. If they were to turn the
vegetable crops that are coming off these farms into the open mar-
ket, the WRA could pay off the evacuees at a much better rate. There
are a lot of productive occupations that might be promoted in the
centers if the Government would handle the projects so that people
have a little more individual freedom for establishing individual
enterprises. The case of the doctors is an excellent example of
the problem. A lot of the doctors would stay in the centers to
help the people even at a minimum salary if they were able to make
a little more than $19 a month. The people need the doctors and
sooner or later the WRA 1s going to have to get doctors for them.
But why not pay the doctors who are there a little better so that
they'll stay; the evacuee doctors will be willing to work twice
as hard as any coming from the outside.

Myself: DBut what are you going to do with the people in the centers
at the end of the war. If you assume that the thing to do is to
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preserve these relocation center community, &hen perhaps your idea
is sound. But if the people are going to think in terms of leaving
the centers at the end of the war, it's better to get this reloca-
tion program under way now rather than to wait for the end of the
war. J1t's going to be impossible to get people out then, there'll
be so much competition for jobs from the returning war veterans,
and there will be such a shortage of Zebor. productive occupations
into which the Japanese may g£o0.

Ray: Yes, but you know that most of the people in the centers
aren't going to be able to get out. Look at all the Issei in

the centers. How are you going to get them to meke adjustments
to the kind of conditions on the outside. The Nisei have a bad
enouch time, but how are the TIssei going to fare? As it is the
relocation centers aren't doing the people in them any good at
all, It's meking them lazy, discontented, and useless for pro-
ductive life. The people have to be employed in some competitive
system where they feel an urge to do things with a punrpose.

( later in the evening the discussion turned to R&he Beetheren's
and their work in providing the hostel =X for resettlers. Ray
revealed his previous connections with the Bethany Church. )

Ray: What you tell me about the strictneses of the Bretheren's hos-
tel, ebout not smoking, and being in by ten o'clock at night, fits
in with my experience with the Bethany sroup. You don't know it,
but I was connected with the Bretheren's way back in 1932 when I
firet came to Chicago. The first summer vacation, I was offered

a job in one of their camps up in Wisconsin, I was with that or-
genization all summer, and travelled all through the Middle Wes?t
with them. In fact, I was with them for two summers and met a

lot of their important members.

They're strict all right., They had a policy that girls and
boys shouldn't go in swimming together. If both groups were at the
same beach, they would arrange to have the boys go in first and then
the girls, or vice wersa. 1 changed that though. I kept pressing
the matter, and the organization finally changed its poliecy. If
some of them remember me, they should remember me for that at least.

I've probably had more contact with Caucasians than most Nisei.
Ttve been around quite a bit with all kinds of groups.
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Ray and Mary Nishimoto dropped in today from Wheaton. I met
them first down at the WRA, but they promised to drop in at our
place later. They came in shortly before supper. qu seemed in
somewhat better hwﬂor than when - saw him last. He then seemed a
bit discouraged.

"Did you get thin

4 n
Myselfs gs straightened out down at the WRA?
"Oh, I went down there to see about getting into the Army.
morning I went to the recruiting office and they told me to
to the induction center because they don't “ccvulb goldiers any
When I went to see the officer at the induction office of
the 6th district, they told me to go gomew@gre else. They were
fling me around and I was pretty tired We had a 1uncneon en-
g:gement with Dr., Tashiro, and he said, 'Ther no use z?ur chas-
ine around like that. You'll never get anywhere seeing the small
ing around he n 3 i 1
fry around here. Better have lir, DhLPPell write to Dillon Nyer and
Myer see the War Department for you.' That's why 1 was up at
WRA office. uﬂl“P071 romised to write to Dillon lyer for me
guess he

Myself: "Heah, I think that's the better way all “lght. There's
no use seeing people around here.'
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(Ray had to leave for the YX%Ray semina
Evsp’tal every Wednesday evening, and we
before serving supper. In the meantime,
with his wife, Mary.)

"Ray's brother is down at Shelby, you know. Ichiro must hawe
over abo“ two months ago vhen the FTawaiian volunteers were
over., He's just a buck private y but because he's only a

ate, he L 8 to take orders frou uaoue who know a lot less than
does, He's in the band down Lhere, and they've got a ser“eant
leading The tL_Jg who's from Los Anggles or somewhere that doesn't
know anytn1n~ bout bands. Ichiro writes and tells u that this
fellow glwes 'ﬂSvPDCth“u on how the band is supposed to perform,
n

e
LS
a
a

and he has to sit there and listen while the fellow ves instruc-
tions that are all wrong. Ichiro studied band and instrument work
at Lawrence College in Jl°CO““7n, you know, and taught for over a
year in Hawa really knows his band misie. ‘But just because
he's only a te and the ther fellow is a sergeant, he has to
take orders m the other fellow."
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at least among the fellows, and I'm sure there isn't anyone
taken special work in band orﬁaniua 1on as Icm1ro has. By
Wﬂy your brother is down there too, isn't he? Have Ichiro and
r brother gotten together down there?"
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"Oh, yes. Sam and Ichiro have met ﬂﬁcq other down there ani
they seem to get along very woll. We haven't seen them yet since
they came over but I guess they'll get theilr fnrlourﬂ sometime 1
tie f171. Sam is quite a bit older than I am., He's thirty
He's more like a father to me than a brother; that's the way I've
always quu”nt of him. L remember one time when 1 went & the first
movie; ras fifteen then and he took me with him and held me

lap all through the plcture. oam is a man's
at a girl. Among fellows he gets along
among girls, why he gt s0 nervous and flustered
ys anything, He calls me the "brat". He wrote to
we ”Ou Jﬁ”“leﬂ, ¥1 feel sorry I you marrying the brat."
that awful?"

N<raal « MTAr 1 X7 noar
Myself: "How 1 younge

Mary: "Oh Ich*ro
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n the Red Cross in San Franclsco, and she writes me that she's
ipervisor of the surgical department now. ] how much
wishes I were there, and. says it's awfully ¢ icult to work
the older women. This girl friend and I just got along very
ogether. OShe could sense my mood, and I could sense hers;
] was feeling a little low, whe'd kid me, but she'd
to go. I was the same way towards her. I wrote
ying that I'd like to come out there, but that
the problem of getting Ray into the -“Wj settled
say they'd like to have me in anyway."
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Red Cross, I8 get
tepant and I'd get erO T

that they give you two uniforms i treet we two uni-
forms for the hospital, and they take e 1 he laundry.
It would be very nice. I'd go to San [ 1 of course, but
Itd be wearing a uniform so I could get 1 he Westerfi Defense
Area, ‘
lyself: "Gee, that sounds wonderful. ik, scu to
the work he country home for conva . children where
the re now IOPklAS

at Whea but I'd like to get back
papital. " I ' work 1 more strenuous, of course,
exclting, i ever d ﬂ‘ Wtheaton the work is more
nurse maid t re 'hat's what it is most of
so nuch as someone to look
teach them the ; a1} see that they don't get
and keep them sted. That's what I'm deing mos
Of course, there some cardiac cases that are more
bal' work, but there n't mich else for us to do."
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Ray doesn't have much to do either. He checks up

now and then, and takes an K N-Ray 1 thinks
that needs looking into further er day
tuberculosls case. XaExbkoyxex out there,
over some of the old records on en there, and
ti 91 in anp case a slight rise every h_teﬁpoon.
the possibl_LF“ of u“bnc quite
gputum didn't have nj'blood ir 'hough it was
Rag immediately had the child for closer
I found Ray awake at two 6'clokk in the morning
e boy's cough; it nﬂrtainly sounded like t©
patient. The next morning he took
enough there were couple of small
br01“~t qﬂn out right away to Billing's 1
is now.'
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Mary: "Well, they have to have a doctor
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rmch routine, and Ray doesn't have much
who used to be there played with the
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(Mayy is a person who possesses a considerable defree of in-
telligence and sees facts in a px®k draad perspective., She realizecs
the value of the practical training she received as a nurse and
finds excibement and interest in the work she does, but she also
seems to regret the narrowness of this training. One suspects that
she somehow feels that a college education, especially in her com-
panionship with Ray who is a cdllege educated man who shows some
degree of culture, would have been a considerable asset to her.

In this recard, it may be that she looks up to Michi for the train-
ing that she has had in music, and culture, although recognizing
the superior training that she possesses over Michi,)

(Ray retureed after the seminar and we had our supper out on
the back porch while chatting about this and that., Ray as usual
had opinions to offer about various problems of Nisei society,.
These opinions, although they are offered as the views of an amateur
on the subject, shows some understanding Athe situation. For example,
he eritieises Dr. Tashiro, who is one of his closest friends here,
for the pptimism the latter shows about the possibility of resettl-
ing Japanese in this area without taking account of the rezalistic
problems that are involwged in this resettlement, Since he himself
is finding difficulties in gaining a place in American society, the
mein difficulty of which he interprets as hig lack of citizenship,
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he realizes through personal experience the barriers in the way.
One of Ray's clos$st friends here is Dr. Seto, or perhaps it should
mordaccurately be said that Ray likes Dr, Seto, Mary cannot under-
stand this for she regards Dr., Seto as one of the cruder persons
she has met, ©She can't understand why Deki married Seto.)

As thevy left to return to Wheaton, Mary turned to xai® say
to Michi as she frequently does, "It's always so enjoyable to come
here, I like to help around the kitchen, and it's always so good
to talk to vou. Fvery time I go home after visiting here, I'm
encouraged to practice on the piano again," (I gather that she
zenuinely likes Michi, and Ray seems to feel much at home with me,
Mary is the type of person who could get along with almost anyone,
but Rey is rather selective of his friends,)
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Ray and Mary Nishimoto dropped in again this afternoon. This
is their weekly day off from work at Wheaton. Ray didn't stick
around for long since he went to the X-Ray seminar at Billings,
but Mary stayed with us and told us something about her family.

"Iim like my father. He's very easy to get along with, and
he has a rather progressive view of life. I even look like him,
He mnows a lot of Caucasians, and he speaks English quite well.
My mother is just the opposite. She was brought up in the strict
Japanese manner, learned to play the o-koto (a lar%g string instru-
ment), and was brought up to be a Japanese ladye. en I was small,
I was only five then, she started %o teach me %o play the biwa
(a small string instrument) because we didn't have the 0-koto.
I studied the biwa for several years and learned many of the songs
that go with iT. While all the other kids were learning to play
the piano and other western instruments, that was what I was learn-
ing. She was always getting after me for not acting lady-like,
and she used to be horrified at the manner in which I'd play with
my father and c¢limb on his lap and everything. She said she'd
never been permitted to do that in Japan in her mome . "

"You know what my brother wrote us the other da H

I used to be a terrible pest when I was small. He'syten ;ezigs
o}der than I am, my next brother is five years older, and then
I'm the baby of the family. I guess my oldest brother had to
look after me becasuse I was still small, and when he was about
ten or fifteen, he'd want to go out with other boys but he'd have
to take me along. 1 guess that used to bother him an awful lot
although I didn't realize it until he mentioned it the other day.
I always tagged along, and did everything the boys did. Oh, I've
glayed baseball, and football, and I'd go swimming with theér-—
2 gid everything like a boy. I always played shortébp on the base-
all teams., Do you know how they taught me to swim? My oldest
brother took me out one day, and then told my other brother to
watch me because he was going to throw me in, and then he threw
me Iinto the water. I was about five then, @&nd I didn't know how
to swim. I bet you I drank an awful lot of water, and I'd keep
going up and down in the water. "My brothers were shouting at me
to kick my legs and move my arms. 1 learned to swim."

"Iy brothers always treated me a 1ittl

e different. VWhen th
went to high school, they went to the reguzar public high sghool?y
They used to tell about all the fun they had there---I guess they
really had a good time there---and I wanted to go to the public
gighIsghogéﬁgtBut :heg it came time for me to enter high school,

s ou go to the publi h X

st Pkl gl P ¢ school, had to go to a private
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Ever since Ray and Mary Nishimoto left Chicago for Ann
Arbor, where Ray was to resume his studies in Roentgenology
while working at the University Hospital as a junior instruc-
tor, we hadn't heard from them. This evening Ray suddenly call-
ed us to say that he was again in town, and incidentally dropped
the bombshell of a news that he was now the father of a baby boy.
Ray declined to discuss his 1ife in Ann Arbor, because as he sald,
"It was a long story," and we therefore called him over to our
home to tell us all about it. Ray's story follows:

"Well, tell us first about yourselves, how you liked your
Tashlngton trip, and then I'll tell you about myself. (I told
my story briefly.) Well, my story 1s a long one. We left Chi-
cago about the last of September. I SEnt‘§E4ﬁ! ahead to Ann
Arbor to look over the place because I wanted her to get a pic-
ture of the difficulties that might be involved in getting hous-
ing there. You see, when I last saw you, T had about decided
on the position at the Joliet Hospita You remember that I
tolc" you I'd take that position unles M changed my mind

vhen I went back home. That evening we telKed it over and she

g
o,
,.J
C

ange my mind. I told her that we wouldn't have as mach
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a thought that I should complete my graduate
n X-Ray

she was willing to go alon; with me on it,
'&11 ight, we'll go to Michligan.' And that's how

on Michigan rather than Joliet. Still I wanted her
to see the CO”QTLion in Ann Arbor before she i'ﬂ&llj nade up
her mind, so I sent her there to see what the housing situation
was like."
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"The people at the hospital were appar t13 very nice to
her. Of course, they were short of nurses and wanted Mary on
the ataff, and Dr. H. wanted me on his Dt&fi. They wanted us
to come up right away, and they told Mary that bhe"d arrange
a place to SLaJ fior us. She was so favorably 1npresced with
everything there that she didn't even ask any questions, and
she returned to Ghlc go very enthusiastic about getting up to
Ann Arbor. She seemed so happy about it that I thought 1t
coing to be all right, so we immediately sterted packing. We
were very busy those last few days here, That's why we didn't
have a chance to ¢all you. Mery's brother Sam came up from
Camp Shelby, and he suddenly decidecd to get married to a girl
from Denver on a moments notice. I was the best man at that
wedding, and I had to teke care of that as well as the prepara-
tions for leaving. Mery had to go up to Ann Arbor even while

S 4

her brother Sem was around. You can see how hectic it all was.”
got up to Ann Arbor and then discovered at I
no a“ccwmodations had been made for us. TI us
't c:rectea us quite so soon, but that tLey would
In tbc wnaptime they sug-
nurses guarters ;’ile I Ct”jed
they had room T wag agreeable

we teryo*arwﬂr made our hOMOa there."
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"T had to go to work right away in the X-Ray laboratories
because they were very short ;hn¢ea, but I told Mary to spend the
first couple of weeks hunting an apartment. 5o che tramped the
atreets everyday for two w ecks 1ook1n all over Ann Arbor. She
really walked the town, but in all that tim W ‘idn‘t even find
a proppect of a place. In the meantime, th tal became very
anxious that Mary start her work as a nur they needed her
badly. I told her that she Ghﬁu1u "or1 1u ) v, and spend the
rest of the time hunting nn ) nd thal ; arrangement
we worked out temporarily.”

"Je inguired again about the arrangeme that the hospltal

was going to make about a home for us, but 1t turned out that the
QHP?D“ENOPtE couldn't be made. They told us that the thing they'd
been countﬁp* on hadn't materialized as planned, and they had noth-
ing to offer us. We kept looking around, and continued to stay
at the hospital although it was a rather inconvenient armangment.
We were very anxious to find an apartment, but it was almost im-
possible to find anything there.”

"Tn the meantime, trouble began to crop up wlth regard to
my position. Dr. He., the supervisor of the de\ﬂrmenu, “had
3rom'qed me a junior instructorshlp because that was the best
““fa““ﬁrent he could make for me. When the first payday came
around, all the others got their pay checks but mine didn't
come thfoubn. I couldn't understand this so I finally went to
see the boss to find out what had happened. I thought there
might have been some error and a failure to get me on the pay-
roll. When I went to scqpmm he said he knew about it and told
me that some trouble had developed with the regents of the uni-
versity about having me on the staffa thevtr, he n0ﬁ ed unau the
matter could be straightened out and asked me to be patient.

"The trouble wouldn't have developed, probably, if I had
been merely a member of the hospital staff, but it all developed
because he was trying to place me on the faculty as a junior
instructor. The hosgpital 1is maintained under a separate account
from the university, but because the boss was trying to get me
on the faculty, my name came to the attention of the Regents.
There are some rather conservative business men on the board,
and when they saw my name on the new payroll, their reaction
was thet it wouldn't do to have a Japanese on the staff. The
trouble is that I don't have an American citizenship because
I was born in Jepan. The Regents felt thet it might cause trouble
to have me on the 1 1, and they hesitated about hiring me."

"Dr, H, went around to see all these Regents, or influential
f? ends who might be able to sway their opinionu. I guess he
few people; anyway he did cvc“ything
to get me cs1an1 shed. He told me that the next meet-
of the Regents would come right after ”h“-“"*'vlnf, and he
hoved to get sufficient pressure on the other side by then to
change the minds of the Regents. I was willing to wait, so 1

P
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let Dr. He. handle the problem. The day after Thanksgiving

the decision was to be made, I again went to Dr. H.'s office

find out how the thing had come out. He told me that the Regent's
hadn't reached a decision yet, and asked me to wait another day

or two. When I heard that, I thought there was something wrong
because, as you know, “egenta are business men and they're the
type who 1like to get their buﬁﬂnouu over vith quickly. The next

3

de; I again went to see Dr. H., but he wasn't in and I couldn't

find out. I caught him in the day following Te told me that

he was sorry but the Board of Regents had de | agalnst placing
me on the faculty and had re comnendeo that wouldn't be wise
to have me around the campus. He said ther nothing further
he could do about it. It seems that Dr. H. been able to
change the minds of all but two of thdm n on th JOﬂrd. But these
two men felt that since the Unﬁve“ﬁity of MM gal a state
institution with several war contracts, 1t wa wise to have
any member of Japanese ancestry on Thf s f such that the uni-
versity would be open to public criticis The; seemed to
think that my presence on the campus w9un't desi e in view of
the many war research that was being c
1 if Dr. He ! get
no trouble wo uld have ise Thez are othcf:,
around there, ¢ 1-01
their pfeuence
nistration of
hospital staff
had felt
me to get
badly
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unfavorable pul s it mig ~react on the whole group. Th

why I didn't mak is 2k | By the way, I met your fric
Bill Takahashi. ' nar: . Caucasian socliety girl about a
rear ago.) Quite Cew he people around the hospital don't
ke him. He's terning at the University Hospital, and some
that the only reason he got on was because
married a girl with & name and a lot of pull, I don't know
true that is, and I haven't got to know Bill because I've
1y once or twice, but that's the feeling among some
of the people there. (I mentioned that Bill is a rather aggres-
sive individual and may be disliked by some for this character-
stic.) That's just it. Some people don't seem to like him
and they don't speak well of him around the hospi-
There are others who think he's all right. Anyway, I
know until now that Bill was born in Japan, too, and that
sn't have his citizenship. I realized that if I ralsed
ue, feklows like him mlight be affected too, and that's why

want to push the issue."

0 HY b
=y e

ot
S
@

"Tn the meantime, we found a small apartment. That was just
out a month ago. We hadn't known just what plans to make, but
was very inconvenient living at the hospital, and we were
clad to get a place where we could settle down. Of course, the
apartment really wasn't anything; it's just like going back to
camp. There are only two rooms, like a hotel sulte of two rooms,
without any kitchen or any of the conveniences. We couldn't even
cook in the room because it didn't have a stove, and we finally
bought a 1ittle stove for ourselves. We couldn't kick because
it was the best we could menage. We've been living there like
that until Mary went to the hospital to have her baby."
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"Mary worked right up until a four weeks before the
baby came. The baby's quite small, it was five and a half pounds,
and Mery had guite an easy time of it. Oh yeeh, they're both
very well. We've named him Ken Charles---Ken is both an English
as well as a Japanese name. There are three different Japanese
charscters for Ken, so we're going to let my Tather, his grand-
father, decide which character should be used. We were hoping
for a baby girl and everything Mary made for the baby's in pink.
We didn't even have a boy's name thought out when the child was
born. Mary will be out of the hospital Sunday, "

da

When I found out about my status at the hospital, T declded
the only thing to do was to look around for something else. I
wrbte to Dr. Seto to let me know if he heard of anything at
Joliet. I wasn't any longer in any peeiiion ©o bargain for what
I wanted; vas willing to take anything I could gete. A few days
later I got a wire from Dr. Seto tellirng me to come down to Jollet
to see the supervisor of the hospital because he wanted me.
how it happens that I'm in Chicago again. 1 wembUxdmwm came 1
from Ann Arbor last night and phoned you, but you weren't in.
I eslled apain this morning, and heard that both Michl and Shig
were working now at the Japanese Language Dep and that's why
T didn't get you this morning. I went down 1 this morn-
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down there

ning and spent the whole day ST e
It's decided

supper, cane over here.
liet and the problem i

 §
andad

now

we should
Mary says
back here
uTﬁ

DT
essary.

4.

anyway ,
L guess
T eonld commutc
hout miles
eve v"ﬂsJ,

Anywa J,
pv\

v "m L
o

a#

A
0
=

be

CopRd o

‘drﬁo
He Q 5
3o

MAnother thing that es don't
difficulty of getting
the apartmentd are kept warm body
enough fuel, but in the small towns peop
trouble keeping theilr houses warm, You!
difference is. We'll look around anyway,

not we'll live Joliet or in Chicago."

people
the ; €
any
have all

113

in

‘." IF

our

0

"Well, that's the sbory of
had much time to worry about all the
was coming and there were so many othe
delivery - remarkably easy,

1

(=
ae
pe’

,‘il-‘:}r‘ S
halhg
ways

ol I
Doxr,

; L
yes sir, pretty

we' ve
and plenty ]

T

ves
i to
since Pearl Har
then,"

13 | "1’100_ o/

ct
 d
!

5 morning
to "have breakfast
We were sitting around
HO”C ”ooplc dashed in =
arl Harbor. We thougk
mnd o;an‘t pay any aneuL :
another of those wild Or _l accounts o}
were getting cy01th over nOLqu Pretty ﬁoon,
COLlP dashed in and yulled around about the atback
bor. They the reports over the radio were
court s. over to my hotel room, and sure e
reports g over the radio.
of the Nev ¢ Philharmonic was on,
that program out at noon because of
We listened to the radioc for ¢u13 a while.
gathered at my room, and we sat around
accounts of the bohbings. y friends
ing at my room on Sunday mornings, and

g

0]

o =

p 5?\#(D
[ e
b

@

)

out

ct

i_-
B o chw
5

about
anotlrf

B

5
wa e (D)

c*Q,m

0 o

I
el

but they were

the unusual

e
L

4-1

listening to
were 1n the

we'd usually

towns.
trouble

aus
even w

happened

Fortsls of

clircy
Several

fl,_,-i"! A |_,

back
g0

town
she
in-

a

and

11(-n-| -

kinds
what
whether

the
or

I havent't
e the baby
aL’Out -
alk the
a long
since

come

then I went
of mﬂne.
when

attacLlng

stories

radio and
ever, more
on Pear]l Har
the ac-
the

Har-

noug h

The regular ijthnJ hour
jus

t elsoing
mstances.

of my friends
the radlo
of gather-

ait around and




CH=-303A
Dec. 17, 1943

then go out Ji lt'“P together or p teke in a show. The
months after that were busy ones. was in on the organization
of the ananese Iouwcal Society, = we had to. prepare for the

evacuatzon.

who was down in Los Angeles then is here
the X-Ray laboratory cof one of the com-
is Ronnie Nishimoto; yeah, with initials
just 1like mine. We atuendod Rush together, we were in the n
cﬁaos, so I've known him for a long time. No, he's not an
specialist, but that's just it. Have I ever told you about
As I say, Ron and I were in the same classes at Rush Medical School,
and I often wondered when the grades came out whether our grades
weren't sometimes mixed up or what. (Ray implied, thougl » he didn't
say it, that Ronnle sometimes may have camaflouged his o“n name
to get the benefit of Ray's grades.) Anyway, I haven't been able
to decide in my mind whether I got him through school, or whether
he put me through.”

'Ronnie'!s one of those fellows with a terrific inferiority
complex, but he takes it out by compensating way over on the other
extreme. Let me tell you of one example to give you an idea of
what he's like. When I first went down to Los Anggles to take
the position in the Japanese Hospital there, I looked up Ron be-

cause we were old classmates, and I liked him woll enough in some
ways. He'd opened up his own office. He handed me his card that
day---I kept 1t and it should be around soiahhere, but I cantb
seem to find it just now. Anyway, the card had on it, "Ronald
”Qtangbe, ﬂastro-intestinologlst. Ron never did specialize and
he gquelified only for general practicloning, but he'd picked up

a 1ittle information about gastro-intestinal diseases, and he
was going around posing as a specialist in the field I never
said anything about it to him, but I always though rather
gueer th Hc should call himself a specialist in the field when
I knew da well that he'd never had any special work along that
line."

"T was hunting for a place to stay since I'd just got into
Los Angeles, and since Ron had a car, 1 Ehought it would be con-
venient to have him drive me around. I asked him about it and he
says, '0h sure, anytime you saJ. E~‘s

ed when you ask him to do for

to find something as soon as 1osu bTu, ao I akked him to
with me that afternoon, so he agreed. Well, the first thi
does when he takes me around in his car 1is bo drive up to
swankiest apartment-hotel distriect in Los Angeles, and h
in front of 1e of the ritgiets and says, 'How about this.
a minute I didn't lmow what to say, I was so surprised. E
serious abou _t 00, cuess he somehow got the notion
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Lwﬁﬂ1ir1,' re Tour or five hurdred a morth
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sometime, but Just W n only getting under wey and I
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"When Ron first went co1n to oAe., he interned at the Los
Angeles County Hospl ital.  He cdittely got off on the wrong
foot because he went around bsl ing the peorlc he was from Rush
Medical School as 1f he were Tar better than the others by reason
of the school he'd gone to. Of cou se, Rush is an out standing
fchool, but it was na a1l he'd get the r ut of the peo*le
down on him bra > al { and tAcJ all used to kid him a
10' ebout it. WE urprised when he had the card made
calling himself a ”gaot - stinologist™. But he's that kind
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him 1like a younger
could go to for financial or ‘other
from Ray concerning Dr. Tashiro
evening of the rather ’W“Pu tone of
tlon rent on, I saw th R was
and not only
d;arei for sharp criticism
rather sharp perception of
his critical faculties, he's A
and pointedly against others, t he lnoul
mich. Today, however, he was
that was said by others. Ray doesn't display his emotions much
but he does show his nersonslity in one way or another. Both Michi
and I felt that Ray was reacting to the discriminatory treatment
that he'd received at Ann Arbor, and elthough he never sald as
mich, he probably felt that his lack of American citizenship has

something to do with his misfortune.)
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(Shig came back and started tellirng us about the argument
which some of his Japanese language stud_ents had about the Negroes
during their get-together this evenirg One of the men from Okla-

had expressed the idea that he | > nothing to do with Nig-

and sonme of the others h hin on his view.) A

point Ray joined the discus lon, and s "That's just it;

hecause the man's from the South the e has these feelings.
you say, those who argued agalinst him w from the north.
depends on the kinds of contact ¥ had wil ulC Negroes

your attitude towards them. When I fi ;ere, I

the same opinion of the Negro problem the h rest of the
Lo~tn("'ﬂeru hold, but I took a trip through the i one year

and I can understand now why the Southern Wh J as he does
about the Negro issue. When you see what the legroes are like
in the South, how disorganized and ate they are, of how
little use they are for d:y*h¢n“ €3 ) he kind of work that!
alTO'*Gd to them, then you see the lNeg oblem in the South

quite different light. e ih i ¥ 1votcst6u his view pointing out

was only because the Negroes weren! 3 . given the ODPOﬂuu—

that they are what they a: Ray replied expanding
problem, )

not only the Negro problem when it comes to the ques-
f offering apportunities to the people. The Southerners
that their oxm people don't he the advantages that the

of the North and otherx sect 3 the country have. Look

Itind of ment ) that are made; the
Clxnvn ‘ sd 1 the snmalle P ﬁLL ngs., What the South
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