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Minidoka Relocation Cootor 
Hunt  ̂ Idaho '

Report of the Meeting of the Committee to Promote the fff©; of the
S^gllsh Langasge and American Customs \$lf<

January S, 1944

The meeting was ca lled  to  order a t I18O p*m* by Mr« J« f# L igh t, : 

ohairman* Ihos© members present were Chester Mink, reloc at  ion o f f le e r  # Twin 

F a lls i  Joseph Bee son, relocation  o f f ic e r ,  John de Young,|community a n a ly st,^  

lorman Bradeni s t a t is t ic ia n , John Bigelow, reports o ff ic e r  site Mr# Light, 

high school principal#

|fT he:15 recommendations o f the meeting on June 5 were read and discussed* 

On© of the main points covered was how .to- make 'the Japanese: outside the relo**|| 

cation ©enter mmre of the e f fo r ts  being made to  promote the use of the English 

language and American customs* I t  m s decided that the residents of t h e !  

p ro ject should be approached f i r s t *  Some of the ways to reach the residents 

a re i | ::throngh the' school children b y ;having poster contests! .through a d u ltp  

education classes in&English fo r  won only! through forums 3 through the shibai 

sponsored by the C* A* and through the Irrigato r*

I  I t  was a lso  planned t o ■carry, o u t•an e a r lie r  suggestion to  p r in t ■on the 

•¥a0k of day.passes and attach to  leave oards a b r ie f  message# j j f t

I t  was suggested that through Id** Pomeroy the b lock managers could' be j| 

encouraged to  use the English language more in making announcements and’, ia-ppa 

bulletins#  Also the Coop could be approached on the matter of having clerks 

in the stores speak more English*

I lk  discussion as\tp..-who:-.<h4Hilii. sponsor these d iffe re n t eatripaigns was i  

held and i t  was not decided- which would be b e tte r , the evacuees themselves & 

or the committee of appointed personnel* |  the Commnity council was sug~

gested as on th a t oould be a sponsor*group
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.Burnt, Idaho 
June §, is 4$

Members present $ Jeratie f  • ,  « * , Hunt High School, pri»«*
e ipa l f||f§| p g
John DeToung, Social Analyst ;J|||
T* B# i l l  Ham® on, Leaves O fficer 
(Chester Mink, Relocation Officer a t  Twin F a lls ,  
a tte s te d  a prelim inary most lag held on Hay 81«) 

John Bigs low, ,  ̂ Officer |

In view of the Twin Falls Kiwa&is Club*a resolution adopted
Hay 27 condemning the speaking e f  foreign language la Twin Falls 
streets sad stores sad froa personal sbftrvatloni of sta f f  a«iabers# 
the cowaittee concluded that conspicuous speaking of Japanese, 
esp ecia lly  by younger people, is  damaging public relations in Twin 
F a lls , Jerome, and probably in other eomnmities in which there are 
Japan#se*Ame rloans • ■ > I

The oowmittce believes that these Japanese-Aiaer leans speak:
Japanese in public for two reasons# (1) Their inab ility  to  speak 
English we11i (2) their  desire not to be overheard«

The elder people speak Japanese because they cannot express 
themselves adequately in English, and to speak English to  someone

English w sll is  due to their being schooled in Japan and to their  
residenee in Jepanese««fpeaklng communities on the liest Coast« Frits«* I 
e lp a lly  through business contacts, many of the sen have pie had up a 
conversational knowledge of English, but the women, as a whele,pln 
their mere secluded position  do not apeak English as wsll as the sen*

fthen they speak Japanese in order not to  be overheard by a
person unfamiliar with the Japanese language, the Japa&ese~dmerlean 
probably does not have a sin ister  or dishonest Motive • I t  has been 
note led in stores In Twin Falls and Jerome that an evaeuee, after M  
conversing with the clerk in English w il l  bum to other evacuees and 
discuss the prospective purchase in Japanese« They wish to .cover :§ ik  
up their in a b ility  to speak English we I l f  they do not want the clerk  
t e  hear them discuss the merchandise and prloe in candid terms, and 
they want to express themselves clearly  to  each other, vhich they
woul4.flhd .hard to do in English* ||||!

Tho spooking of Japanese by the younger people, especially
by those educated in Juseriean schools, would appear inexcusable to  
the public« Seme of th is Is done by smart e le e s , who take th is

not knowing English well would be impolite« Their in ab ility  to  speak



meant p t  ah owing off* They may net speak entirely  In Japanese, \-4t 
an occasional Japanese mend on phrase coupled with th e ir .accent When f| 
speaking English leads e  person nearby to believe that they mere speak« 
ing en tirely  la Japanese• in  additional factor is that sene o f  the 
young people are obliged to  speak Japanese when conversing with |  
their parents# both is  private, and' in- publie« 1

The p rin c ip a l points of i r r i t a t io n  sessi to  be* Cl) the 
•peaking of Japanese In "the pres enee of a person who does not an* 
dors tend the language! ( t )  the  lend!* Jabber* o f groups of Japanese« 
speaking people in  s t o r e s c a f e s , bus depot!.on th e  s t r e e t ,  and in  
other public p lacasi (3) th e  overbearing a tt i tu d e  of young persone 
of Japanese'anoastry««malkiag alone the s tr e e ts - in  large groups,]g 
ta lk ing  in loud trcieasf '.being ineensiderate of the public* 1

I t  should be noted th a t  the offenders among the younger 
peep hi a re  almost a l l  beys« Ifh e  g i r l s  hare been «Served to  be q u ie t , 
se lf-e ffac in g , and generally  me 11«behaved ha. public* "V 3 6 3

M in the b e lie f thatyidth the proper e ffort the situation can 
be a llev ia ted , the con&dtiee recorannds that a program of edeeaticis^ 
be started i^ntediately to'augment the work already being done * The 
sentiments o f  the surrounding oosssunities (as exemplified by the 
givenis ,Club; resolution): should, be cisoveyed to the-res 1 dents of 
the' eemter to  afford than :àn opportunity to  Inaugurate corrective 
measures of their own accord* Furthermore, their efforts already 
in th is  direction are recognised* these reooeeiendatlan* are offered  
as an. overalÇ  program since i t  i s  r ca ll sod .-that many
points covered in  the recommendstiens have been or are being done*
This program would be twofold* (1) Informing the given is Club, other 
groups,; end the public in general o f the efforts being made to correct 
the situation , and also  informing them of'the necessity  for some use 
of the Japanese language % ' inc iden ta lly  cent inning our campaign
to  educate the public to distinguish between Americans of Japanese 
ancestry end residente of Japan;! ( t )  To acquaint the center resi«* 
dents with the facts o f the.; situation , to  secure their cooperation 
fer better conduct When outside the center* especially  in d i sor e t ion
In the of, the Japanese language*-; The program should bring strong*
ly  to the' attention of the evacuee residents, especially the older 
people, that the schools, adult education c la sses, the association  
with inglisb-speafcing Jtpanete-Amerieans and other aspects' of theirlS
present situatim i give them sin ®pprtunity to improve their--uses and understanding of w »  language or th is  country*

The oossmittee reecsMadk-.«;" r ( l )  that both w ritten and person** 
a l contacts be made through the project director and the Reports 'Officer 
with the Siwanis Olub and other groins in the nearby eonaunitlee 
to  ¡¡tire. them' fa c ts  about the status o f the Auer icons of Japanese 'gjgjjj 
ancestry and the effo rts being made to  improve the con duct of the 
evacuees when they are outside the center,,.



( i)  pereens of Japanese mees try liv ing  bUfcsi.d* the
relocation  eenber t a á  ia  th is  area be informed of t i»  s itu a tio n  »a« 
a l i s a d  a# to  proper senduei* ( th is  would apply eepeo ia lly  to  
evaeuse* now resid ing  In labor oanpa»)

g S I  {*} th a t the way* and moan* of carrying th l*  campaign to  
tho center residents include the project newspaper, m in isters, * 
p rleet* and re lig io u s  worker*, block manager*, school*, adult 
education forums, sh lb a i, poster*, b u lle tin  boards, recreation  
b u lletin # , « p ed a l meetings and other »ebbed#•

& i )  th a t the  th ie f  of ©ownamity ©enrice#, the Report* I f f i -  
e e r j* « d  the J^eiocatioa ftT ice r 1» twin Ft 11# contact downtown church©* 
in fw in FtU# and try  to  a rran t e fo r  a .place or place# «bars cen ter |  
re iiden t#  seuld re # t* |gth» Episcopal church a t  Shoshone I# no# |  
providing a room with hot p la te ,  easy ©hair#, and t o i l e t  f a c i l i t i e s  
fo r the use of evacuee# waiting fo r the tr&feu'. ■ ;.

® í * > ¡  th a t  .the center resident# be Infem ed aboUb place# la  
twin Fall* where they a re  welesEW to  r e s t ,  such a# the home# of 
re 'ilfiéth-.',N>rt»i%t the c i ty  park , e tc ,  |

(d) th a t  the  chief of Zm m m ity  $ervice# prepare and d is -  
play in the  cen ter poster# carrying b r ie f ,  e ffe c tiv e , but nef. in-» 
su iting  or antagonising, mm pointing'-:’out to. the residen te  the  
r ig h t and wrong things to  do in pu b lic , '

> V*J (?) I  th a t  the Reports Of f lo o r with the assistance o f ' the 
p ro jec t newspaper s ta f f  publish  a se r ie s  o f a r t i c l e s ,  e d ito ria Is  and 
cartoons both in  the English end Japanese section# urging the  use 
of the Bnglieh language whenever possib le  sa d 'a t other time* d isc re- ; § |  
t i m in the  use of the Japanese language in public «id conduct &
Shewing fro¿*ide*a*ion of the .public*

v <©) th a t  th e  Reports O fficer prepare * simple, d ire c t .me«* 
sage urging d iscre tion  in the use of the Japanese language, proper 

¡Oonduet,. e tc •,..to  be p rin ted  on the  back of the  day passes, th is  to  
be w ritten  both in  English end Japanese. ■

(9) |  th a t those leaving the center on in d e fin ite , seasonal 
work or short-term  leave be re fe rred  to  the tra v e l  Counselor to  re­
ceive oral advice and w ritten  m ateria l {already av a ilab le}•

{10 th a t in te re s t  in  # d u lt IngUsh. language- classes bs 
stim ulated through school groups, the  newspaper, through pesters  sad ^  
through personal e ffo rts  of block managers and char ah groups*

f i l  (11)  th a t  Ja paciese entertainm ent, sh ib a i, include so m English 
tran s la tio n s  so th a t center resident*  w ill  have a b e tte r  opportunity 
to  learn  English words and phrases* Furthermore, th a t the sh ib a i 
include s k i t#f  p referab ly  in  a  hiaarous v e in , of incidente of bad ;



•« 4 *

and lap ai it«  conduct (sueh m  blocking the sidewalk, leaving the sa le  a 
c le rk  out o f a cenversatioa, «to*) to  illu s tr â t«  eamm offenses*

(12) th at the residents be encouraged by Sign*, sanouncesaent* 
of block managers, The Irr ig a to r , « to .9 to  «peak English la « ff ie e s 9|  
•hops and stores ia  the ««»tar* the Chief o f Ccraminlty S ervices,
tha Reports O fficer and the Business Bîterprisee* s^pariatandaat 
could cooperate in carrytag out th is*

(13) th at through a l l  the media lis te d  ia  paragraph 3 be JIM 
«splayed to  tr y  to  convince the center résid an ts9 p rincipal 3y tha 
e ld e rly  pa op la 9 that «any of th e ir  customs, such as repeated bowing, 
are out-mode d and th at since they choose to  liv e  in  tha Waited 
States i t  would be desirable fo r  them to  adopt American isaa&era»
This would include an attempt to  eenvloe the» th at eontr&fcy to  the 
p revailin g  Idea «peaking English to  an e ld e rly  or f i r s t  generation 
person would not be is p o lite .

(14) that the block manager« and minister« make i t  a regular 
practise to c a ll to  the attention of their people matters of conduct 
and use of the Japanese Xangugage*

( l i )  th a t th is  e n tir e  program be carried  out with good Judge* 
ment and respect for the customs and habits o f the center residents* 
Complete success is  net believed p o ssib le , but i f  conducted properly 
th is  campaign should re s u lt  is  a greater degree of Amer loan! sat ion 
e f  the center redldent», b e tte r acceptance o f them by the r e s t  of 
the American public and b etter re la tio n s with the residents o f  near* 
by communities«

/ V  T. U«ht
Chain«!» ?



Juile 4 j 1943

On Hay 31 th e  com m ittee  a p p o in te d  to  c o n s id e r  th e  p ro b lem  
o f  excessive use o f  J a p a n e se  la n g u a g e  and o th e r  fo rm s o f  b e h a v io u r  
M ilch  i r r i t a t e  th e  p e o p le  i n  Twin P a l l s , met* Those p r e s e n t  
w ere  :

H r, deYoung 
H r. B igelov/
H r. P in k

sono d i s c u s s i o n , 
ile i',be used i n  an

Hi' « v-yi ! jhu

'̂ *«4'. t>v-
i t  was a g re e d  t h a t  a i l  p o s s ib l e  
c au e a t i  ona1 camp a i  grx de s ig n e  d t  o

ro a c h  a l l  g ro u p s  on th e  1 r o , j e c t , ¿rapanes e -M.ie r i cans i n  g .g  
camps and o th e r s  r e l o c a t e d  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  and th e  Harian i s 
arid o th e r  p u b l ic  g ro u p s in  Iv a n  P a l l s ,

The com m ittee  a g re e d ; a t  t h i s '  m eeting - to  subm it th e  p ro b lem  
to  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  g roup  o f  r e s i d e n t s  and a sir them  to  e x p re s s  
t h e i r  a t t i t u d e s  and fo rm u la te  p la n s  o f  t h e i r  own, w hich members 
o f th e  s t a f f  com m ittee  would c a r r y  o u t i n s o f a r  a s  th e  recoin- 
m o n d a ti6 n s  f e l l  i n to  tire  scope  o f  t h e i r  d e p a r tm e n ts .

; (Gn: June, 3 a g roup  o f  r e s i d e n t s  w ere  c a l l e d  to g e th e r  to  
d i s c u s s  th é  problem ,. They we r e  a s  fo l lo w s  I

Hr , Buj id. h i  O rg a n isa  t io n  Com,
H r. p lanaya -  ft ' 11
-Bov. guhu.yana - P ea  , C hurch 
le v  i i  e ra  mama -  B u d d h is t  Church 
h e n ry  Aoyama -  P iem anvary  P ch o o l 
H r. Aoki - Community A c t i v i t i e s  
H r. Hanno -  P lacem en t 
H r. B a r a / :~ B loch  H an ag ers  
Hr * Paha gav;a «•- Ad u.l t  Pclu c a t  i  on 
Him. Chujo -  C a th o l ic  C hurch

H r. basum ura 
H r. Ponoda -  
H r. Bitayayn 
John Ornarneio 
Boy gu nu hi »* 
Hr. deYoung 
H r, B igelow

1 C o - o p ' 
I r r i g a t o r  
-  I r r i g a t o r  
“ 'B a s e b a ll  , 
P ig li g choc 1

H r , P i 11iam a on
B ig h t

hue to  th e  f a c t  t h a t  so u s  d id  n o t  r e c e iv e  t h e i r  n o t i c e s ,  
th e  f o l lo w in g  p e o p le  w ere  n o t  . 'p r e s e n t ;

Him T akahaS hi -  C oal P i  v i s  io n  H r. Akiy&ma -  C rg , Com,
H r, Hakawa -  C v g a n in a tio n ' Con, H ro,.;H erahaw a P'.T»A;w:

T h is  g roup  d e l i b e r a t e d  f o r  an  h o u r and a h a l f ,  and th e  
c o n sen su s  o f  o p in io n  was t h a t :

1* B verybody on th è  P r o j e c t  sh o u ld  be en ò o u rag ed  by e ire ry  
n e a n s  p o s s ib l e  io  uso th è  P a g l io l i  languago  Mie rev  e r  
th o y  a r e .

S , C hat Jap an o  so - A: ie r i  cane o f a l l  a g a s  sh o u ld  maire a 1
d e f i n i t e  e ffo rfc  to  a v o ìt ì-d o in g  a j iy io f  ilio  th in g s  w hich  
>t ig h t  t o n i  to  i r r i t a t o  tk o  r e s i d e n t e  o f  any  c o m u n ità  
in  eh th o y  m lg h t f i n i  t i  ornaci ve sm 

Cu T hat e f  f o r t e  sh o u ld  be in d e  to  d ev e io p  a t t i t u c l e s
- fa v .o ra b le  to  fchì'n p o l ìc y  and  to  o f f e r  s u g g e s t io n o  and 
Vevén i r e t r a e t i o n s  a s  to  w hat i s  propesi* beila v i  o u r  f  o r  
th ei i vtt>uf olliovMh



That in  tile  canes o f  p eop le  unable to  speah  
ld e q u a te ly 5 th ey  a t  l e a s t  use a s  i iu c t /Z n S ’i s h  a s
poc s i  o le  .an th e ir  c on versa  t io n

Lfíll sh

I'he f o l lo u in c  s p e c i f i c  s u g g e s t io n s  were .nade, which -lav be 
in to  two c a te g o r ie s :  ‘

1* T ilin e s
by 
a *

to  be done w ith in  the  
the a g e n c ie s  concerned a t

.r e je c t  and to  be sta:
on

V

f .

i i ,

hi
k

1S J mjLe > OST-,yr5 i l l u s t r a t i n g  th e  need  f o r  specie*? 
e i f o r t s  to  be c o n s id e r a te  o f  r e s i d e n t s  o f  ooiamunfe 
t i e s  i n t o  w hich  e v a c u e e s  n ay  g o 0 
To use  th e  I r r i g a t o r ,  b o th  E n g lis h  and J a p a n e se  i 
s e c t i o n s ,  to  u rge  p ro p e r  b e h a v io u r  and a t t i t u d e s ,  

i s  su g g e s te d  t h a t  c a r to o n s ; e d i t o r i a l s ,  a r t i c l e s  
a n e c d o te s ,  and. a l l  form s o f  a p p e a l  be used«
T hat each  p e rs o n  g o in g  o u t on day  p a s s e s  be handed  
a sinal 1 re m in d e r  a t  th e  t i n e  he  r e c e iv e s  h i s  nasr.,
? ,L t75*au *s  e x p e c te d  o f  h im  T h is  .rem inder w i l l  be 
wi^.yteri i n  b o th  T iiglish* and Jap an ese«

j-4iUSe Going o u t on lo n g e r  l e a v e s  be g iv e n  h e re  
e x te n s iv e  s u g g e s t io n s ,  a s  i s 'a l r e a d y  b e in g  done,

IS I  J o u th  o r  th e  c o m u n i ty  be en co u rag ed  to  
^ e a n _ m c _ i s i :  to  I s s e i  and  a t  th e  san e  t i n e  to  w o r t  
to  warn c ra n g in g  th e  a t t i t u d e s  o f  th e  T s s e i  'w h ich  
naxie i t  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  th e  y o u th  to  do t h i s .  ■
m l p P S S S  © cam paign i n  th e  I r r i g a t o r  and th ro u g h  
o m .e r c r.a n n ex s , u rg in g  P r o j e c t  r e s i d e n t s  to  l e ^ r n  
to  s p e a r  t i e  m g l i s h  lan g u a g e  110.1-0 e f f e c t i v e l y .

t h i ?  c o n n e c tio n  t h a t  t h e r e ’ a r e  
t m r t e e n  o r  f o u r te e n  c l a s s e s  in. th e
^ r o l l i n c  a p p r o x i r a t e ly  200 p e o p i  a f l h e g r e s e n f C

T r a t  tn e  J a p a n e se  p ro  g ra n s  such  a s  th e  ”s l i i b a i M 
.¿ay©- i n j e c t e d  i n t o  th o u  c e r t a i n  a n c u n ts  o f  H r r i i s h  
o o tn  in  th e  f o r n  o f t r a n s l a t i o n s  o f ' announcem ents 
and n  th e  p rog ram  i t e m  th e m s e lv e s . I t  was f u r t h e r  

rS u cg ea ted  t h a t  i n  th e s e  e n te r ta in m e n ts  th e r e  m igh t 
X? A r a b i s a t i o n s  o f  th e  p ro b lem s w hich  a r i s e ,  i® 
f a c , txie _ c h u rc h o f f i c i a l s  t&ico o c c a s io n  t o ^ t o -
i ^ s J r 0V"- - d e s i r a b l e  a t t i t u d e s  and u n d e rs ta n d in g  
in  t h e i r  c o n g re g a t io n s ,  LJ

ef i ° 7 be m d e  to  le a d  I s s e i  to  d rop  th e  - 
a t t i t u d e ^  t h a t  i t  i s  imp o i l  t e  to  speaic to  one
th ^  g l i s h ,  T h is  a t t i t u d e  i s  b a sed  upon
?. a i l j .  m a l t y  in v o lv e d  m  c o m n u iie a tin g  t h e i r
n o u g h ts - p r o p e r ly  w ith  one a n o th e r  in  th e  I n r l i i j h . y 

lan g u a g e , . . ^ .
^ UOf f  cam paigns be n o t  p r e s s e d  to  v ig o r o u s ? r . ■ 

f °  i la ? e .- b e  c lo c k  m anagers male© s ta te m e n ts  r e p e a te d ! v  
co n ce rn x n c  t h i s  p ro b ia n  i n  th e  d in in c  
to  do so. once a vjeeic«, .,1 rt> *



4* T hat t.ho u se  o f  .English i n  th e  c a n te e n s  be encouragec 
m  To anno mice to  P r o j e c t  r e s i d e n t s  t h a t  four h ones 

in  Twin T a i l s  a r e  open t o  th e n ,  and  to  provide 
t h e i r  a d d r e s s e s ,

" - h i  r- ~  * ¡^hTTt^ '^T ninG S to  be done o u ts id e  th e  p r o j e c t  
th ro u g h  th e  P r o j e c t  D i r e c to r  and o th e r  p ro p e r  c h an n e ls*  
%  To com m unicate to  th e  H iv /an is Club and o th e r  p u b l ic  

c lu b s  i n  T w in■T a i l s  th e  w ish  o f  th e  p e o p le  o f t h i s  
P r o j e c t  to  i : ‘.p rove  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w ith  th e n  and 
an  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  w hat i s  b e in g  done h e re  t o  b r in g ' 
t h i s  a b o u t ,

W  To t r a n s m i t  t h i s  p ro b lem  and s u g g e s t io n s  f o r  o v e r-  
com ing i t  to  a l l  J a p a n e se  A m ericans r e s i d i n g  i n  
t h i s  v i c i n i t y ,  in c lu d in g  th o s e  i n  th e  T .g .A . campX 
e s p e c i a l l y .

ac To a t te m p t  to  a r r a n g e  f o r  a p la c e  i n  Tv/in P a l l s  
w here  P r o j e c t  r e s id e n t s ', c a n  go and  r e s t  d u r in g  th e  
r a t h e r  lo n g  day  w hich  many o f  th e n  h av e  on t h e i r  
sh o p p in g  t o u r s .  In  t h i s  c o n n e c tio n  i t  was aug-i 
g e s te a  t h a t  one o r  more o f th e  c h u rc h e s  n ig h t  

\  p ro v id e  such  a p la c a  i n  t h e i r  s o c i a l  room s; t h a t  
s l a t i n g  r i n h  be opened up d u r in g  th e  day t i n e  

to  th e  g e n e r a l  p u b l ic  in c lu d in g  P r o j e c t  r e s i d e n t s ;  
tlia  t  th e  c h a r  che s and sc h o o ls '; h ave  young 'p e o p le s  
g ro u p s  a s  w e l l  a s  a d u l t s  go to  th e s e  p la c e s  i n  
o rd e r  t h a t  th e y  may m ale  c o n ta c t s  a n d ' become 1 
a c q u a in te d  w ith  P r o j e c t  r e s i d e n t s  w h iio  th e re ,, 

dv I t  was su g g e s te d  t h a t  m i n i s t e r s  in  Phoshone be 
c o n ta c te d  w ith  a  view  to  p ro v id in g  a  p la c e  f o r  
p e o p le  to  go w h ile  w a i t in g  f o r  th e  t r a in *  The* 
c h u rc h e s  and th e  p a rk  w ere  s u g g e s te d  a s  p la c e s *

The P r o j e c t  r e s i d e n t s  sh o u ld  be in fo rm ed  o f  th e  ’ 
a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f th e  p a rk  and  w here i t  i s  l o c a te d ,


