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Minidoka Relocation Cootor
Hunt™ ldaho '

Report of the Meeting of the Committee to Promote the fff©; of the
S~gllsh Langasge and American Customs  \ff<
January S, 1944
The meeting was called to order at 1180 p*m* by Mr« J« f# Light, :

ohairman* lhos© members present were Chester Mink, relocation offleer # Twin
Fallsi Joseph Beeson, relocation officer, John de Young,Jcommunity analyst,”™
lorman Bradeni statistician, John Bigelow, reports officer site M# Light,
high school principal#

|fThe 15 recommendations of the meeting on June 5 were read and discussed*
Q®© of the main points covered was how .to- make 'the Japanese: outside the relo**||
cation ©enter mmre of the efforts being made to promote the use of the English
language and American customs* It ms decided that the residents of the!
project should be approached first* Some of the ways to reach the residents
arei | :throngh the' school children by;having poster contests! .through adultp
education classes in&English for won only! through forums 3 through the shibai
sponsored by the C* A* and through the Irrigator*

I It was also planned toicarry, outean earlier suggestion to printion the
*¥aOk of day.passes and attach to leave oards a brief message# jjft

It was suggested that through Id** Pomeroy the block managers could' be j|

encouraged to use the English language more in making announcements and’ia-ppa
bulletins# Also the Coop could be approached on the matter of having clerks
in the stores speak more English*

Ilk discussion as\tp..-who:-.<h4Hilii. sponsor these different eatripaigns was i
held and it was not decided- which would be better, the evacuees themselves &
or the committee of appointed personnel* | the Commnity council was sug~

gested as on group that oould be a sponsor*
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Bumt, ldaho
June §, is4$
Members present$ Jeratie f e , « * , Hunt High School, pri»«*
eipal f||f§| pg

John DeToung, Social Analyst ;J||

T* B# ill Ham®on, Leaves Officer

(Chester Mink, Relocation Officer at Twin Falls,
attested a preliminary mostlag held on Hay 81«)
John Bigslow, , N Officer |

In view of the Twin Falls Kiwa&is Club*a resolution adopted
Hay 27 condemning the speaking ef foreign language la Twin Falls
streets sad stores sad froa personal sbftrvatloni of staff a«iabers#
the cowaittee concluded that conspicuous speaking of Japanese,
especially by younger people, is damaging public relations in Twin
Falls, Jerome, and probably in other eomnmities in which there are
Japan#se*Ame rioanss |

The oowmittce believes that these Japanese-Aiaerleans speak:
Japanese in public for two reasons# (1) Their inability to speak
English welli (2) their desire not to be overheard«

The elder people speak Japanese because they cannot express
themselves adequately in English, and to speak English to someone
not knowing English well would be impolite« Their inability to speak
English wsll is due to their being schooled in Japan and to their
residenee in Jepanese««fpeaklng communities on the liest Coast« Frits«* |
elpally through business contacts, many of the sen have piehad up a
conversational knowledge of English, but the women, as a whele,pln
their mere secluded position do not apeak English as wsll as the sen*

fthen they sEeak Japanese in order not to be overheard by a
person unfamiliar with the Japanese language, the Japa&ese~dmerlean
probably does not have a sinister or dishonest Motivee It has been
noteled in stores In Twin Falls and Jerome that an evaeuee, after wm
conversing with the clerk in English will bum to other evacuees and
discuss the prospective purchase in Japanese« They wish to .cover :sik
up their inability to speak English wel If they do not want the clerk
te hear them discuss the merchandise and prloe in candid terms, and
they want to express themselves clearly to each other, vhich they

woul4.flnd .hard to do in English* ||||!

Tho spooking of Japanese by the younger people, especially
by those educated in Juseriean schools, would appear inexcusable to
the publick Seme of this Is done by smart elees, who take this



meant p t ahowing off* They may net speak entirely In Japanese, \-4t

an occasional Japanese mend on phrase coupled with their.accent When f|
speaking English leads e person nearby to believe that they mere speak«
ing entirely la Japaneses in additional factor is that sene of the
young people are obliged to speak Japanese when conversing with |

their parents# both is private, and' in- publie« 1

The principal points of irritation sessi to be* CI) the
epeaking of Japanese In"the presenee of a person who does not an*
dorstend the language! (t) the lend!*Jabber* of groups of Japanese«
speaking people In storescafes, bus depot!.on the street, and in
other public placasi (3) the overbearing attitude of young persone
of Japanese'anoastry««malkiag alone the streets-in large groups,]g
talking in loud trcieasf'.being ineensiderate of the public* 1

) It should be noted that the offenders among the younger
peep hi are almost all beys« Ifhe girls hare been «Served to be quiet,

self-effacing, and generally mell«behaved ha public* "V36 3

M in the belief thatyidth the proper effort the situation can
be alleviated, the con&dtiee recorannds that a program of edeeaticis™
be started i™ntediately to'augment the work already being done* The
sentiments of the surrounding oosssunities éas exemplified by the

ivenis Club; resolution): should, be cisoveyed to the-resldents of

the' eemter to afford than :an opportunity to Inaugurate corrective
measures of their own accord* Furthermore, their efforts already

in this direction are recognised* these reooeeiendatlan* are offered
as an.overalC program since it is rcallsod .-that many
points covered in the recommendstiens have been or are being done*
This program would be twofold* (1) Informing the givenis Club, other
groups,; end the public in general of the efforts being made to correct
the situation, and also informing them of'the necessity for some use
of the Japanese language%incidentally centinning our campaign
to educate the public to disting'uish between Americans of Japanese
ancestry end residente of Japan;! (t) To acquaint the center resi«*
dents with the facts of the; situation, to secure their cooperation
fer better conduct When outside the center* especially in disoretion
In the of, the Japanese language*-; The program should bring strong*
ly to the' attention of the evacuee residents, especially the older
people, that the schools, adult education classes, the association
with inglisb-speafcing Jtpanete-Amerieans and other aspects’ of theirlS

BHERHRCER 01V R P BRIl ImProve their--uses and

The oossmittee reecsMadk-.«;'t (1) that both written and person**
al contacts be made through the project director and the Reports 'Officer
with the Siwanis Olub and other groins in the nearby eonaunitlee
to jjtire. them' facts about the status of the Auericons of Japanese Ujgjjj
ancestry and the efforts being made to improve the conduct of the
evacuees whenthey are outside the center,,.



(1) pereens of Japanese meestry living bUfcsi.d* the
relocation eenber tad ia this area be informed of ti» situation »a«
alisad a# to proper senduei* (this would apply eepeoially to
evaeuse* now residing In labor oanpa»)

gS 1 {*¥} that the way* and moan* of carrying thl* campaign to
tho center residents include the project newspaper, ministers, *
prleet* and religious worker*, block manager*, school*, adult
education forums, shlbai, poster*, bulletin boards, recreation
bulletin#, «pedal meetings and other »ebbed#e

& i) that the thief of ©ownamity ©enrice#, the Report* Iffi-
eerj*«d the J*eiocatioa ftTicer 1» twin Ftll# contact downtown church©*

in fwin FtU# and try to arrant e for a .place or place# «bars center |
reiident# seuld re#t*|gth» Episcopal church at Shoshone I# no# |
providing a room with hot plate, easy ©hair#, and toilet facilities
for the use of evacuee# waiting for the tr&feu'. m

® i*>j that .the center resident# be Infemed aboUb place# la
twin Fall* where they are welesEW to rest, such a# the home# of
re'ilfiéth-." N>rt»i%t the city park, etc, |

(d) that the chief of Zmmmity $ervice# prepare and dis-
play in the center poster# carrying brief, effective, but nef. in»
suiting or antagonising, mm pointing'-:’out to. the residente the
right and wrong things to do in public, '

>V*J  (?) | that the Reports Offloor with the assistance of'the
project newspaper staff publish a series of articles, editorials and
cartoons both in the English end Japanese section# urging the use
of the Bnglieh language whenever possible sad'at other time* discre-

tim in the use of the Japanese language in public «id conduct &
Shewing fro¢*ide*a*ion of the .public*

% <©) that the Reports Officer prepare * simple, direct .me«*

sage urging discretion in the use of the Japanese language, proper
iOonduet,.etce,..to be printed on the back of the day passes, this to

be written both in English end Japanese. =

(9) | that those leaving the center on indefinite, seasonal
work or short-term leave be referred to the travel Counselor to re-
ceive oral advice and written material {already available}e

{10 that interest in #dult IngUsh. language- classes bs

;8

stimulated through school groups, the newspaper, through pesters sad

through personal efforts of block managers and charah groups*

fil (11) that Japaciese entertainment, shibai, include som English

translations so that center resident* will have a better opportunity
to learn English words and phrases* Furthermore, that the shibai

include skit#f preferably in a hiaarous vein, of incidente of bad;
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and lapaiit« conduct (sueh m blocking the sidewalk, leaving the sale a
clerk out of a cenversatioa, «to*) to illustrat« eamm offenses*

(12) that the residents be encouraged by Sign*, sanouncesaent*
of block managers, The Irrigator, «to.9to «peak English la «ffiees9]|
*hops and stores ia the ««»tar* the Chief of Ccraminlty Services,
tha Reports Officer and the Business Biterprisee* s/ pariatandaat
could cooperate in carrytag out this*

(13) that through all the media listed ia paragraph 3 be JIM

«splayed to try to convince the center résidants9 principal 3§ tha
elderly paopla9 that «any of their customs, such as repeated bowing,

are out-moded and that since they choose to live in tha Waited
States it would be desirable for them to adopt American isaa&era»
This would include an attempt to eenvloe the» that eontr&fcy to the
prevailing ldea «peaking English to an elderly or first generation
person would not be ispolite.

(14) that the block manager« and minister« make it a regular
practise to call to the attention of their people matters of conduct
and use of the Japanese Xangugage*

(li) that this entire program be carried out with good Judge*
ment and respect for the customs and habits of the center residents*
Complete success is net believed possible, but if conducted properly
this campaign should result is a greater degree of Amerloan!sation
ef the center redldent», better acceptance of them by the rest of
the American public and better relations with the residents of near*
by communities«

/V T. U«ht
Chain«!» ?



Juile 4j 1943

On Hay 31 the committee appointed to consider the problem
of excessive use of Japanese language and other forms of behaviour

Milch irritate the people in Twin Palls, met* Those present
were :

Hr, deYoung
Hr. Bigelov/ Hi' « Wiljhu
Hr. Pink W

. v

sono discussion, it was agreed that ail possible
ilei',be used in an caueati onal campaigrx designed to
roach all groups on the 1ro,ject, ¢rapanese-M.iericans in g.g
camps and others relocated in this area, and the Harianis
arid other public groups in lvan Palls,

The committee agreed;at this'meeting- to submit the problem
to a representative group of residents and asir them to express
their attitudes and formulate plans of their own, which members
of the staff committee would carry out insofar as the recoin-
mondatiéns fell into tire scope of their departments.

) ; Gn:June, 3 a group of residents were called together to
discuss the problem,. They were as follows|l

Hr, Bujid. hi Organisation Com, Hr. basumura 1 Co-op'
Hr. planaya - ft il Hr. Ponoda - Irrigator
-Bov. guhu.yana - Pea, Church Hr. Bitayayn - lIrrigator

levi i eramama - Buddhist Church John Omamelo “ 'Baseball |,
henry Aoyama - Piemanvary Pchool Boy gunuhi Pigli gchocl
Hr. Aoki - Community Activities Hr. deYoung

Hr. Hanno - Placement Hr, Bigelow
Hr. Bara/>~ Bloch Hanagers Hr, Pilliamaon
Hr* Pahagav;a « Adu.lt Pclucation Bight

Him. Chujo - Catholic Church

hue to the fact that sous did not receive their notices,
the following people were not .'present;

Him TakahaShi - Coal Pivision Hr. Akiy&ma - Crg, Com,
Hr, Hakawa - Cvganination' Con, Hro,.;Herahawa P' T»AW

This group deliberated for an hour and a half, and the
consensus of opinion was that:

1* Bverybody on thé Project should be endouraged by eirery
neans possible io uso the Paglioli languago Mierever
thoy are.

S, Chat Japanoso-Aiericane of all agas should maire a1
definite efforfc to avoiti-doing ajiyiof ilio things which
dight toni to irritato tko residente of any comunita
in eh thoy mlght fini ti ornacivesm

Qu That efforte should be inde to deveiop attitucles

- fav.orable to fchi'n policy and to offer suggestiono and
Vevén iretraetions as to what is propesi* beilaviour for
theii vtt>ufolliovMh



That in tile canes of people unable to speah | sh
Idequately5 ~ they at least use as iiuct/ZnSish as
pocsiole .an their conversation

I'ne follouinc specific suggestions were .nade, which -lav be
into two categories: ‘

1* Tilines to be done within the .reject and to be sta:
b)’/k the agencies concerned at on )
a

1SJmjLe > OST,yr5 illustrating the need for specie*?
eiforts to bhée considerate of residents of ooiamunfe

ties into which evacuees nay goO
To use the Irrigator, both English and Japanese i
sections, to urge proper behaviour and attitudes,
is suggested that cartoons; editorials, articles
anecdotes, and. all forms of appeal be used«
That each person going out on day passes be handed
a sinall reminder at the tine he receives his nasr.,
?,LtBau *s expected of him This .reminder will be
wit.yteri in both Tiiglish* and Japanese«
J4iUSe Going out on longer leaves be given here
extensive suggestions, as is'already being done,
ISI Jouth or the comunity be encouraged to
Nean_mc_isi: to Issei and at the sane tine to wort
towarn cranging the attitudes of the Tssei 'which
naxie it difficult for the youth to do this. =
mIpPSSS © campaign in the Irrigator and through
om.er cr.annexs, urging Project residents to le”rn
to spear tie mglish language 1101-0 effectively.
thi? conne,ctiolq that there’are
tmrteen or fourteen classes in. the
Arollinc approxirately 200 peopi aflhegresenfC

Trat tne Japanese prograns such as the ”sliibaiM
£Lay©- injected into thou certain ancunts of Hrriish
ootn in the forn of translations of'announcements
and n the program item themselves. It was further
rSucgeated that in these entertainments there might
X? Arabisations of the problems which arise, i®
f ac, txie_church officials t&ico occasion to”to -
i NsJroy'- - desirable attitudes and understandin%
In their congregations,

] efi°7 be mde to lead Issei to drop the -
attitude”™ that it is impoilte to speaic to one
th~ glish, This attitude is based upon
?. ailj.malty involved m comnuiieating their
noughts-properly with one another in the Inrliijh.
Iangugage, property . . At y.

AUOFf campaigns be not pressed to vigorous?r. m

f° ila?e.-be clock managers male© statements repeated!v
concernxnc this probian in the dininc
to do so. once a Vjeeick, W1 ([ *
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That tho use of _English in the canteens be encouragec
To annomice to Project residents that four hones

in Twin Tails are open to then, and to provide

their addresses,

"-hik~ *hTTMATninGS to be done outside the project
through the Project Director and other proper channels*

%
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To communicate to the Hiv/anis Club and other public
clubs in Twinsrlails the wish of the people of this
Project to i:‘prove their relationships with then and
an indication of what is being done here to bring’
this about,
To transmit this problem and suggestions for over-
coming it to all Japanese Americans residing in
this vicinity, including those in the T.g.A. campX
especially.
To attempt to arrange for a place in Tv/in Palls
where Project residents',can go and rest during the
rather long day which many of then have on their
shopping tours. In this connection it was aug-i
gestea that one or more of the churches night
provide such a placa in their social rooms; that
slating rinh be opened up during the day tine
to the general public including Project residents;
tliat the charches and schools'’; have young 'peoples
groups as well as adults go to these places in
order that they may male contacts and'become 1
acquainted with Project residents whiio there,,
It was suggested that ministers in Phoshone be
contacted with a view to providing a place for
people to go while waiting for the train* The*
churches and the park were suggested as places*
The Project residents should be informed of the
availability of the park and where it is located,



