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CALTFORNIA LEGISLATIVE COMWITTEES

Since 1941, there have been three California legislative committees
investigating Japanese subversive activities, or, since evaéuation,
Japanese problems. The oldest of these is the Joint Fact-Finding Com-
mittee on Un-American Activities established in Yanuary, 19411 This
committee, pppularly known as the Tenney Committee, investigated all
Un-Ame-ican activities. dapanese activities were a minor part of their
investigations. The California Senate in the Spring of 1943, established
the Senate Fact-Finding Committee on Japanese.:roblems, otherwise known
as the Domnelly Committee. Also in the Spring of 1943, the Assembly
Interdm Committee on uapnnese Problems, or the Gannon Committee, was
created. The activities of these three committees overlap considerably.
For example, both the Tenney and the “onnelly Committees investigated
the Yovember Tule Yake disturbences. The Gammon Committee at its first
meeting in August, 1943, voted to cooperate with the Tenney Committee.
A1l three committees are at this time concerning themselves with the

question of the return of the Japanese to California after the war,




CALTFORNIA LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEES

Joint Fact-Finding Committee on Un-Ameriecan Activities

(Tenney Committee)

The Joint Fact-Finding Committee on Un-Americen Activities in
California was oreated by Assembly Concurrent Resolution #13 on January 27,
1941. The committee was instructed to "investigate...any orgenization
known or suspected to be dominated or controlled by a foreign power...".
$10,000 was appropriated from the Contingent Fund of the Senate and the
Assembly for the expenses of the committee. Before the final adjournment
of the Legislature in 1941, the Rules Committee of the Senate declined to
meke s further appropriation for its use. Consequently, Assemblyman
Jack B, Tenney, who had been made chairman of the committee created under
Ass. C. R. #13, offered House Res. #277 to the Assembly. This resolution,
which contained nearly the same provisions as Ass. C.E. #13, was adopted.

Assemblymen Jack B. Tenney became the chairman of this new committe,

which, altho an Assembly interim committee, retained a majority of the

members of the Joint Fact-Finding “ommittee. On January 8, 1943, Mr.
Tenney, now a State Senator, introduced with Senator Burns, Senate Con-
current Resolution #8. This resolution provided for a joint Senate-Assembly
Fact Finding Committee. At its first meeting, the committee elected
Senator Tenney its chairman,

Post Pearl Harbor hearings were held in

san Diego 2/19,20,21,/1942

Los Angeles 2/23&24/1942

Los Angeles 3/24/42

Fresno 5/22,23/1942

San Francisco&/25,26,27/1942

Los Angeles 12/16 &19/1942

Los Angeles 2/27 &3/1/1943
(Rpt. of Joint Fact-Finding “om. to 56th. Calif. Leg., 1943, Un-American
Activities in California, pp. 5 & 6) DR A
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The committee has also met after March 1, 1943, but the only source of

dates is newspaper accounts of committee hearinzs. There is no in-

dieation in the report at which hearings testimony on Jépanese activities
was offered. The context indicates, however, that they were all held
after the outbreak of war,
In the introduction to its report, the committe#é stated that
"The American Legion and its comrmittees assisted in every instance....
The Veterans of Foreign lars, the Anti-Defamation “eague and other sim-
ilar groups assisted the committee in every possible manner! (Eii§} P.7)
A'partial list 8f the witnesses and the number of lines of testimony
attributed to each follows:
Dr. John Leohmer.....veeescessss569
Dr. Ya-Shan Han,.esoee ve o o106
Masao Kubos€eesasaesces . 38
Poals Perkins........;. o 97
Carl K. SatOesas 9
Togo TanakBcessessaess
JosephnShinodaeeeees - . 14
Tokie SlocumM.... 35
Fdward Thrashéresee. : 21
Mr. Geo. K. Roth.... viaoddd

VMr. Fred Tayama..... soreane 10

1289
It is noteworthy that the testimony of Dr, John Lechner, professional
anti-Japanese agitator, accounts for 43.76% of the total testimony. Dr.
Lechner's testimony covered a wide range of topics. He first took up

various kibei organizations but confined himself to quoting from the
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. Hawaiian Sentinel., (Ibid. pp. 322-323) Dr. Lechner continued at considerable

-

length concerning the menace of Japanese language schools. (Ibid., pp. 325-8)
His next topic was Japanese imperialism, He devoted attention to

ment said to be written by Kinoaki Matsuo which outlined a future

tween the United States and Japan. He reported plans of Japanese

spread germs to undermine the morale of the American people. "He

that this is to be accomplished by dropping vials containing germs to spread
bubonic plague and typhoid from collapsible airplames to be carried to the
shores of the Pacific Coast by large Japasnese destroyer-submarines. (Ibid.,
p. 330) Dr. Lechner next took up Japanese subversive organizations. Among
the most dangerous socleties listed by him was the Imperial Comradeship
Society whose leader was Salugaro Kubota, whose son, stated Dr. Leohner,
is "Takaki Kubota, an American-born citizen and an active leader in the
tpatriotiec!' JACL of Los Anggles.

The activities of Japrnese evacuees was Dr. “echner's next topie, H
charged that news rebroadcast by an evacuee committee in Japanese from
American news broedcasts was pro-Japanese. Among some definitely pro-Axis
statements, Dr. Lechner included these:

"Four Japanese planes bomb Tourinville. Japanese also bomb
Darwin. Japenese threat via Buna also serious,"

"Nazi blitz speed is astonishing."

"Japanese activities in Australia are on the inerease. The
Australians say the air strength is no sufficient to check
the Japanese assault."

"France might as well fly the swastika."

These excerpts are from a rebroadeast of August 5, 1942, Dr. “echner

stated that he agreed with the American Legion that the relocation camps

. should be under the control of the Army. "He told af a Mr., Myers (sic)
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. who had had no experience before his association with the War Relocation

Board or “uthority, and who knew nothing of the Japanese, being sent to
the West Cosst as an expert in charge of the Japanese relocation centers.
..+ He stated that a number of Japanese prisoners captured during the

Solomon Islands campaign were brought to the relocation center (sic) at

&3

Lordsburg and interned there with the Japanese evacuees.... He stated
that the Japanese prisoners from the Solomon Islands.painteﬁ an encour-
aging picture of Japanese victories for the Japanese-“mericans in the
campg, and as a result, the camp was 'all fired up'." Following this,
acscording to “echner, there was a demonstra‘ion culminating in the
singing of the Japanese national anthem and the flying of a Japanese
flag. (Ibid., pp. 348,9

lechner testified that a movement composed largely of church and
educational leaders is active in the United States in discrediting the
evacuation policy. In regard to church publications, Lechner said:

"From our information it is very apparent that a definite
policy is being employed to create a favorable attitude
toward Japsnese-Americens in this country, and so favor-
able that naturally we will build up a sympathetic at-
titude kew=mxd for Japan. That is what we call the 'soft-
ening-up process' so that these various organizations can
put across with full speed, by the end of 1943, a terrific
campaign for a negotiated peace with Japan, and it is a
very olearly worked out scheme," (Ibid., p. 352)

The Institute of Pacific Relations came in for ckiticism also.

"Underneath that whole conference was this undeflying
motive, to build bhere at that Pacific Conference in
Quebec the structure for the cooperation of the In-
stitute of Pacific Relations for a negotiated peace
and the lemders in that conference were former mis-
sionaries and educators of Japan. Why they had this
antipathy for the Korean was because they felt that if
he were a part of the conference he would expose the
things that were going on inside. That is a matter of
fact that Mr. Haan testifed to.




"The purpose of these groups, as I steted, is to soften Amer-
jcan public opinion against Japanese and pave the way for a
negotiated peace with Japan." (Ibid., p. 352)

Togo Tanaka was the editor of the English section of the Los Angeles
Rafu Shimpo. He was asked to testify in regard to Japanese propaganda.
Tanaka's testimony, as summarized in the Tenney Committee report, is fre-
quently prefaced by such phrases as "He admitted" or "He claimed". For
example:

"He admitted that after Pearl Harbor he had come to realize

that the Japsnese section of Rafu Shimpo was subversive.

He also admitted that meny artioles and much of the material
printed in Rafu ®himpo had been sent from Japan..."

"He admitted that TOSt of the existing organizations were
dominated by the “ssei because of their more mature years.”

"He claimed that he did not know the exact meaning of the
term 'Yamato Domoshi',.."

"He admitted that'f{one reads in the legends' about the three
Japanese symbols, the mirror, the jewel, and the sword."

"He c¢laimed to know nothing of the rumor that the Nisei had
received threats for their lack of cooperation with Japsnese
Consular agents. (Ibid., pp. 332-336)

The Tenney Committee Report does not give an exhaustive list of the

witnesses called. It lists twelve names and states "Among the witnesses

called...were...". Complete direct quotation from the testimony is printed
only in the case of Dr. John Leohner. A few isolated sentences and

phrases are directly quoted in the accounts of the testimony of Mr.

Geo. K. Roth, Mr. P, Y, Perkins, Mr. Joseph Shinoda and Mr. Togo Tanaka.

Wo attempt is made in the report to summarize the viewpoints of a witness.
Tn the seotion on Jdapanese subversive organizations, accounts of the
estimony of Dr. Lechner, Dr. Yu-Shan Han, Mr. Perkins, Mr. “hinodsa,

Mr. Slocum, Mr. Thrasher, Mr. Knox, and Mr. Tayama follow eachother with

no attempt at summary.




After the publicity given the hearings of the Joint Fact-Finding
Committe on Japanese activities, the recommendations of the committee are
an anti-climax. Only one recommendation out of nineteen deals exclusively
with the Japanese. This is:

"17, Recommended to Congress that pro-Axis Japanese in the
various camps be segregated and that the control of all
Japanese activities be placed in the hands of the United
States Army for the duration of the war.,"

The committee doubtless had the Japanese in mind in making the following
two recommendations, altho as stated, they are applicable to other
groups as well.

"z. Exerting influence on Congress to deny citizenship to
any person born in the United States who is subject to

dual citizenship in the country of his or her parentd' birth."

"6, Enactment of legislationxpxamwid prohibiting any person
not eligible to United States citizenship from commercial
fishing off the coast of California."

The following are applicable to Japanese alons with others:

"l4. Enactment of legislation designed to supervise and
censor foreign language broadcasts and the foreign language
press.”

"19, Enactment of State legislation bringing all foreign
language schools under the strict supervision and control

of the State Board of Education."

(Ibid., pp. 384 and 385)

A few accounts are available on the activities of th§’Tenney Com=-
, e
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mittee subsequent to the publication of its report. The "RA Weelsly
Qe of | ¥\ 42 e i
—s et reported that Senator Temney stated that his

committee would try to find a way to get tires off stored Japanese
owned autos. Senator Burns was authorized to start an investigation
on this matter. The New York Timeq' of April 22, 1943, reported that

the Tenney Committee charged the WRA with pampering the evacuees.




Early in 1943, the Tenney Comnittee cooperated with a California
American Legion committee created to investigate California relocation
centers. Department Commander happell appointed a comnitteee of which
Senator Tenney was the chairman. Other members of the Joint Fact-Finding
Committee were detailed to accompany the Legiomnaires in their investigations.
The findings of this committee were reported to the Legion Executive Com-

mittee by H. J. McClatehy. (Calif. legionnaire, 5/1/43, pp. 1 & 6)

(For the contents of bhis report, see the section on the activities of the
American Legion,)

The month following the completion of this report, two members of the
Joint Fﬂct-Finding Committee, this time without Legion assistance, again
investigated the Tule lLake Camp. News releases indicated that the members
spent three days at Tule Lake. However, Mr. Harvey M. Coverley, Pirector
of the Tule Lake Center, stated that they arrived at the Center early in
the afternocon of June 3 and departed for Yreka sometime between ten o'eclock

and midnight of the same day. The methods used by Tenney Committee members

in obtaining information is well illustrated by the follawing‘letter from

Mr. Coverley:

"I ascertained that after the investigators left the project
(shortly after 6 P,M, on June 3) they went to the police
station in Tule Lake. They then sent out for several loecal
citizens from whom they wished to obtain information....
During the time these interrogations were proceeding, Mr.
Ralph E, Peck, our Chief Steward, happened to walk into the
police station on another errand. One of those present who
knew Mr. Peck happened to address a chance remark which re-
vealed him as an employee of the project. The investigators
then asked him to answer some questions] He stated that if
they wished to inquire regarding his official duties or to
obtain informetion regarding the feeding of evacuees they
should come to his office during business hours where his
records would be available. They then withdrew their ques-
tions although they asked him for opinions on one or two
matters of general interest.




o=

"later, apparently between 8 and 9 P.M., the investigators and
their party retired to the 'Roosevelt', a tavern and gambling
house located about four miles northwest of Tule Lake and had
dinner. They requested one of the men with them, who knew
many WRA employees to bring any such employees who might enter
the tavern to their table for questioning. This person, how-
ever, did not comply with the request although several employees
did enter the tavern during the evening."”

(Letter Harvey M. Coverley to Dillon S. Myer, 6/17/43)

A second wvisit to the Tyle Lake Center was made on July 14, 1943 by

lhvestigator K. 7.

Senator Hugh M. Burns, Assemblyman Randall Yickey, and
Combs . They arrived in mid-morning and were offered any help they desired
in making their investigations. They were invited to a meal in the mess
hall. Assemblyman “ickey answered that that would not be necessary. lr.
Covergley reminded him that the Oakland Tribune on June 26 had quoted him

as saying: "You and I would be tickled to serve their garbage on our
table". As Mr, Dickey had never eaten in a Reloecation Center mess hall
nor had inspected one's garbage, Mr. Coverley thought it only fair that he
accept the invitation. ¥r. Dickey apparently agreed. However, shortly
before lunch, he left the project promising to return in time for lunch.
He did not return until the others had eaten and then remained for less
then an hour. The other two investigators left in the late afternoon.
(Letter Harvey M. Coverley to Dillon S. Myer, 7/15/43)

The most recent item on the Joint Fact-Finding Committee indiecates

that it has not improved its techniques. Charges that Japanese were

freely entering and leaving California; that Japanese supplied with pistols

were engaged in target practice in isolated spots; that Japanese smad and
receive uncensored telephone and telegraph messages concluded with this
sentence: "This dis®losure was made today in an expose based on secret
investigation by The Examiner and the legislative Fac-Finding Committee on

un-American Activities". (San Francisco Examiner, 11/30/43, p.1)




CALIFORNIA LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEES

Senate Fact-Finding Committee on Japanese Problems
(Donnelly Committee)

The Senate Fact-Finding Committee on Japanese Froblems was created

by Senate Resolution #122 which was introduced into the Senate on April 27,

1943 and adopted on May 5, 1943. (Final Calendar EE_Legislative Business,

Calif. Leg., 55th. session, p. 366) The members were Senators Donnelly
of Turlock, Chairman, Hatfield of Merced, Dorsey of Bakersfield, Quinn of
Bureka, and Slater of Santa Rosa. (S. F. Chronicle, 5/12/43)

The wording of Sen. Res. #122 is worthy of scrutiny:

"Whereas, Japanese people resident in the State of California
have proved to be a serious menace to the peace and safety
of the State and of the United States as a whole; and,
Whereas, The Japanese people have been removed from the
State, such removal appearing to be only temporary; and
Whereas, On May 19, 1913 and on November 2, 1920, the people
of the State of California adopted an Alien Land Law; and,
Whereas, The reason for the passage of the laws wass The
elash of two races and two civilizations, socially and
economically incompatible, no question of the inferiority

or superiority of either race being involved; and

Whereas, By subtérfuge and device the Alien Land Law has
been circumvented until it has become a virtual nullity;..., and,
Whereas, Great areas of land over which such aliens exercise all
of the rights of ownership are situated along the shore lines
of this State and in many other places vital to the military,
political, snd economic welfare of this State; and,

Whereas, Such a condition existing under a State law designed
to protect the American farmer from the deleterious economic
competition in the growing and marketing of farm produce con-
stitutes a menace to National defense, to the citizens of
this State and Nation, and to the American grower and dealer,
and,

Whereas, The return of the Japanese people to the State after
termination of the war may conceivably constitute a serious
menace to the peace and safety of the people of the State in
subsequent years; now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate of the State of California, That there
is hereby created a Senate Fact-Finding Committe on Japamese
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Problems which shall investigate, ascertain and appraise
all facts concerning the return of the Japanese people

to this State after termination of the war, and all mat-
ters relating to evasions of the Alien Land lLaws, to
recommend amendments to those laws or additional laws to
prevent such evasions and to consider an% and all phases
of the social, economic, political, and National problems
arising out of the present war between Japan and the
United States..."

$10,000 were set aside from the Contingent Fund of the Senate for the

expenses of the committee. (Calif. Leg, 55th. sessionm, Senate Daily

Journal, p. 2977)

The Donnelly Committee was created as a fact-finding committee, but
in the very instrument of its creation are such statements as:

"Japanese...have proved to be a serious menace to the
peace and safety of the State and of the United states...”

"The clash of two races and two civilizations, socially
and economically incompatible...”

"Such a condition (Japanese control of land) existing under
a State law designed to protect the American farmer from
the deleterious economic competition in the growing and

marketing of farm produce constitutes a menace to National
defense, to the citizens of the State and Notion, and to
the American grower and dealer...”

The Committee began hearings in mid-June in the San Joaquin Valley.
(S.F. News, 6/11/43) It met in Modesto for organization and investigation.
Tt heard witnesses from veterans organizations which opposed return of
the Japanese, (S.F. Examiner, 6/16/@3) Five hundred questionnaires
which were filled out by Turlock residents and presented to the com=
mittee, were almost unanimously against the return of the Japanese.
(Modesto Bee, 6/18/43)

In August the committee met in Fresno and the Saeramento Bee re-
ported that its chatrman "is on record as opposing the return of evacuees

for the duration of the war." (Sac. Bee, 8/26/43) The majority of the

witnesses opposed the return of the evacuees before the end of the war




as it ™might be dangerous to their safety". Assemblyman Heisinger of

Fresno urged revocation of c¢itizenship of American-Japanese and army con-
trol of all Japesnese. "The people of Fresno County do not want the Jap-
snese back," Mrs. Eva Scott of the American War Mothers urged revocation
of citizenship and deportation of all to Japan regardless of their placs

of birth. Arthur Drew of the Native Sons suggested that there be "special
inducements” to encourage Japanese to repatriste or expatriate. Other
witnesses attacked WRA poliecies. Lowell Pratt, editor of the Selma
Eﬁtergzéfg'and Margaret Cosgrove, registrar of Fresno State College, denied
that the loyal could not be differentiated from the disloyal. (EEE: Ejt.,
9/4/43, p.3)

The committee met in Los Angeles in October. One of the chief witnesses

el

was Mayor Bowron who was quoted as saying that he , "...defy anyone to pick
out a loyal Jap. He'll protest undying loyalty to the cause of democracy
right up to the time he commits a traitorous act". Distriet Attorney

Howser of Los &ngeles testified that members of three service men's organ-
jzations had pledzed that they would deal violently with any Japanese who
returned--now or after the war. Pearl Buck appesared as a witness at the

Los Angeles hearings. She declared that federal officials were competent

to pick the loyal from the disloyal. She sugrested that opposition to the
Japanese in California was based on racial prejudice and economic competition.
She favored applying selective service to the nisei. Our Oriental Exclusion
Laws, declared Miss Buck, broke the liberal movement in Japan and thus made
possible the domination of Japan by the military group. Unfair treatment

of Japanese in this country jeopardizes our entire war aims by giving some

basis to the eontention that this is =mxxmiii a racial war.
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There were other witnesses a* the Los Angeles hearinss who spoke for
the right of the Japanese to return to California. 4. L. Wirin of the
ACLU gave as his opinion that Japanese Americans should be permitted to
return before the end of the war, loyal aliens after the war. Fred
Fertig, a Los Angeles minister, in answer to the argument that the
Japanese should not be allowed to return because of the danger of rioting
declared:

"The answer is not in Hitler's method, of taking the Japanese
into protective custody. It is not the Japanese that are the
lawless or disloyal element, but those who make this thresat.
They not only endager the lives of the Japanese but our
whole system of law and order.,"

Mr. Fertig said that anti-Japanese sentiment on the west coast was not
nearly as strong as the extremists indicated. e concluded by saying
that we must solve our national and internmational racial problems or we
add to the possibility of world-wide raci;1 war,

Other witnesses included Dr., J.F.B. Carruthers, vice-president of
the Pacific Coast Japanese Problem League; Col. F. B. Whitmore; Deputy
City Attorney Fairfex Cosby; Mrs. Margaret Bemapfl of the Gold Star
Vothers; Mrs, Agnes Darton, first vice commander of the Navy Mothers
Club. (Pac. Cit., 10/23/43)

During the los Angeles hearings, the Pacifio Citizen quoted Senator

Slater as saying that the committee had already determined that Californians

Yapanese ancestry to the coast during the

opposed the return of persons of
war. (Pac. Cit., 10/23/43)
Following the November disturbances at Tule Lake, the Uonnelly Com-
mittee investigated their causes. According to the San Francisco ‘ews
of 11/3/45, aﬂout 200 of the WRA persomnell were summoned as witnesses.

The Army would not allow any internees to testify. Rep. Engle (D. Calif.)

whose district includes Tule Lake, was also investigatingconditions, usually
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. in cooperation with the State Senate Committee. Rep. “ngle is quoted as

saying}that the testimony fully "justifies and supports our demands that
the Tule Lake camp remain permanently under Army control". Former em-
ployees C. L. Payne, Ernest Rhodes and John Stubhs laid the blame for
the disturbances on "social service workers" in charge of the camp.
(Oakland Tribune, 11/9/43)
The following day Chairman Donnelly wrote a special article for the

International News Service which said in part:

"A comparison of the daily menus served to 16000 disloyal Japs

at the Tule lake segregation cemter with the fare given our

people held prisoner by Japan is the best answer I know to

'sob sister' social workers who insist that Japs interned in

this country are not being coddled.... We've got to get

tough with the internees end get tough right now."
(5. ¥. Examiner, 11/10/43)

The committee met in San Francisco in December and the San Francisco
Examiner reported them as proposing army control of Tule Lake, no return
£ WRA to control of the camp, FBI control if the army refused continued

control. Senator “atfield was quoted as saying: "In any case I fedl
strongly that if a civilian agency is set up they should not be social
workersg, (S. F. Examiner, 12/11/43, p.7)

4 The conclusions of the committee on Tule Lake were reported in the
San Francisco uhroniclq_of‘ 12/15/43. They recommended continued army
control of the J"ule Lake Camp and the prohibition of the return of any
Japanese to California during the war. The report stated that the internees
were well provided for from the standpoint of food, housing, and medical
care. They considered their demands for better treatment unwarranted and
"part of a definite plan of the disloyal Japanese to dominate the center

and the authorities in chargeg!'s The WRA, they charged, had given in to

some demands and were irmediately confronted with new demands. They
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. also charged that the camp w-s inadequately policed. The "lack of any

definite policy" they considered to be the cause of the "revolt against
the TRA administration". (S.F. “hronicle, 12/13/43, pp. 1 & 5)

During December there were many rumors circulating on the Paeific
Coast that Japanese were being allowed to return to the Coast. The
following telegram was sent to ‘resident “oosevelt from the Vonnelly
Committee protesting such a policy:

"The California State Senate Fact-Finding Committee on Japanese
Resettlement...unanimously and vigorously protests such action and
policies.... This committee fears and knows that the relocation in
this State of the Yapanese during the war will inevitebly lead to
violence and bloodshed, thus creating an excuse for the mistreatment
of Americen civilian and military prisoners in Japan, many of whom are
citizens of this State. Furthermore, becsuse of the extreme difficulty
if not impossibility of determining the loyalty of any Japanese, foreign or
native born, we believe that such action would further the dangers of

sabotage and espionage...” (5.F. Eﬁronicle, 12/12/43, p.5)




ACTIVITIES OF CALIFORNIA LEGISLAT
Agssembly Interim Committee on Japanese froblems
(Gannon Committee)
The Assembly Interim Committee on Japanese ‘roblems was
\ created by H.R. #238 which was introduced into the Assembly on
1 and adopted on Nay 5. (Final History, p.363) Its mem-
are Assemblymen Gannon of Sacramento, “hairman, Robertson
Barbura, Price of Untario, Thomas of San Pedro, and
of Glendale, (Ibid., p. 31.)

Resolution #238 declared that the problems arising out of

with the termination of the war. The Japanese

more concern to the people of California than to the

the nation so that problems have arisen "out of treatles between

the United States and Japan in the making of which the desires

of the people of t! : te may not have been fully considered”.

The pres nt state of war and the suspension of trsaty rights

"o ffords an opportunity to settle these problems in such a man-

ner as will prove both fair to the individuals affected and at

the ssame time satisfactory to the people of this State The
requires information "based upon an impartial

study and investigatlon of all of the factors involved".

Therefore. thev were cregtlng the Assembly -nterim Commi ttee
0 s L i & o o

on Japanese Problems which was to "investigate, ascerta

and appraise all facts coneerning the solution of the problem

the Japanese Iin California, tneludine but (nes2) limited
the constitutiomand other legal factors involved, and the

again be acquired to an
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extent not desired by the people of this State". (Assembly
Daily Journal, p. 3127)
The San Fpanclisco Examiner in reporting the establishment

of the commlittee said that $1000 was appropriated for a com-

n

mittee to study "a fair and Christlan program"

for handling
the Japasnese after the war. (S, I, Examiner, 5/6/43) The

—

Pacific Citizen reported that the Gannon Committee would con-

centrate on the post war effects of the Japanese problemn.
(Pac. Cit., 7/3/43, p.2)

At thelr first meeting 1n Los #ngeles on August 3, the
Agsenbly comrittee voted unanimously to adopt a resolution
introduced by Agsemblyman Gannon urging the detention of all
persons of Japanese ancestry for the duration of the
resolution was adopted before the committee had made an inves-
tigation. "Agsemblyman Robertson of Santa Barbara is guoted by
the Los Angeles “imes as having said 'We ought to have an In-

vestigation before adopting a resolution'. But the commilttee

Pac, Cit

e

went ahead and adopted their resolution." (Edit. e
8/7’45, p.4) In xzhe Los “ngeles, the committee also heard

a recommendation by Senator Tenney that they ingulre into
Buddhist and *hinto property in Cglifornia. They recelved
testimony that certain groups were working towards a negotlated
peace. Leo V, Youngworth, past grand trustee of the N3G
testified that the present Uniﬁeﬁ Sfatﬁs Japanese

was 300,000 and that it would grow to 30,000,000

100" years, The committee vo{ed to call upon the

T

the Elks, the NSGW for assistanee, and to cooperat
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Yit., 8/7/43, p.1) (Sac. Bee, 8/3/43)
in Santa %aria in Hovember. Three
“m, “onser, president of the Santa Valley
Yomrerce; Robert E, East, vice p1
rn Yountles Gas “o.; and Thomas B
the Japanese were not n
Cit,, 11/13/43) Nore than a dozen
businessmen, and Wegetable.packers declared theilr oppo
the return of the Japanese at the concluding Santa *aria
p.3) Two witnesses favored

Helat,

pas
Vhurch approved the return of the evac-
uees after the war and declared that thelr return was an econ-

omic necessity. Rev, “eist also charged that the names on a

petition requesting that Japanese be prohibited from returning

were secured under business and social pressure,
11/13/43, p.1) lNrs. Clarence Gillett, wife of a Santa
minister, called for falr treatment of loyal persons of Jap-

anese ancestry. (Pac. Yit., 11/20/43, p.3)

The committee met In Lgs Angeles on December 8, 1943 to

}

investigate the Fellowshlp of feconciliation and the *acific
oast “Yommittee on American Principles and Falr Play. (Oakland

12/6/43) The testimony of A, L. “irin, counsel for

was refused. Chairman Ggnnon das quoted as saying

. v £

"We are not going to make these hegrings a field day for

+lberties “nio We know enough about your organ-

21ready. (8. ¥. Chronicle., 12/10/43, p.3)




Gannon

Jean licKay, a teacher at Tule “ake and a member of the Fellow-
ship of Heeconciliatlon, tes ed that she and other members

of the Fellowship had gone to Tule es teachers, She said thut
the WRA did not know of their afflliation until they began to

distribute pamphlets. These pumphlets denied that there had
been sabotage at Pearl “arbor, that no nisei had given informa-
tion on another Japanese, and that the evacuees were being
"eoddled"., (=, Examiner, 12/8/43, p.l14) The. committee
also investligated a s-ries of articles by Gglen Fisher of the
Committee on American “rinciples and Fplr Play and a publica-
tion of the Pasadena Chapter of the Yommittee. The Pasadena

publication in question was a reprint of a letter written by

a marine private attacking the anti—der=wede volicy of the
; N b W -8 * ; &
Uourords &L O \ .

American “egion.d The cormittee met and rd various horror

tales about Japanese people. They then questioned Hrs, L, ¥,

Thayer of the Pasadena Fgir Play Committee. The type of ques-
S

tiondd asked *rs, Thayer, if a fair sample of their investicat-
W ] h <

ng methods, leayvyes much doubt as to the widdom of &5 contin-

uance ,(\ﬁl ‘Jrqu () PO

Gannon--"Do you want to champion the rights of a people
Where different sexes flo nude bathing together?"

”Lrs, {hayer, have you ever smelled the odor of a
Jap home?"

"e..The Bi1l of Rights is not such a sacred thing
after all. Yon't you know that at the tire the
Bi1l of “ights was writien we had 150,000 slaves
in the United Ptates?"

Mrs. Thayer--"I think we've made some progress since then....
. It is of greatest importance that in time of war
we do not go off into race hatred.”

Gannon--"Are you a Communist?.., This sounds like their
doctrine."




Gannon

. Dr., Robert A. Millikan of the Cglifornia institute

of Tech-

nology telephoned a

attorney. When the attorney began to read it, Mr. Gannon

interrupted and asked to be told who Dr. Nillikan was.

After this display, even the Los Angeles Times editorialized:
"It is no proper function of a legislative

committee... to turn itself into a prosecutor

of what may currently be unpopular,... When

they turn themselves into witch-burning

acencies... they go far afield."

(Time, 12/20/43, pp. 18 &19)




