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Too often today, Japanese-Americans receive the brunt of our deepest 
prejudices* Not- only do they belong to a different race^ bu*t they are related 
to (but not a part of) our sworn enemies. We need to curb our war hatred and 
t>ake st>ock of ouz^€sXves in the Xlĝ it> of reason* W© need to rianind oui*s@1vbs 
that Americali stands for freedom and equal opportunity —  regardless of creed 
or race*

first of all, we must keep in mind the line of demarcation at the 18〇th 
meridianj to the westward lie the imperial Japanese army and naiy (or parts 
■fcbuBPeof)| "bo 'Uie ea.stif3.rd are sca't'terdd 'the Jstp&nese»A]aez*lcjuis who mak@ up abou^ 
1/100 per cent of our United States population* These are two entirely different 
groups j with different ctistoms, different loyalties. I make no brief for the 
Japanese military| nor would I speak for the mass of Japanese people, hot having 
visited their island empire during the war regime, }ty plea is for justice to 
those Americans among us with Japanese faces, most of whom have lived here all 
ttuilr li,ves> who are United States citizens by birth •>«» or who would be citizens• 
if permitted* — —

I think we need not concern ourselves with the lojraity of our returning
Japanese • They have been more thoroughly "screened*1 than any* other group in
Uni "ted States hi strory. Th© F* B* X*# the W# R# A#J> and other governmenti agencies 
have had months — yes, years —  in which to test their behavior and allegiance

trying circuiastiancesji in th© iirtenx邮 lit auci r810cation c细 ips* We msy 
safely assume that by this time they have weeded out a H  those most likely to 
endanger the safety of "Uie United States* Such being the casef should we not 
gi.ire those who have survived 1iie 'tes't a ^break* a chance for American fi'eedoia 
and equality?

Mor« words —  generalizations —  may leave us cold# Human contacts 
personal friendships —  can be warn and convincing. For this reason, I have 
made it a point to see and know many of the retiiming Japanese, and I have used 
many of them as somewhat typical examples to support points in my outline of 
subject-matter. I woidd suggest that teachers and students follow a similar
plan| t>hat» is， recall* some of the Nis❷i you have known, and tiy to .get ac»
quainted with others* When you once get past "ttieir customary reserinB, I thjnlf 
you will be amply repaid for your efforts.

This unlt> of work is^ X an iielX aware^ much too volmninous to use in i'fcs 
entirety. Teachers should, of course, select only the portions most useful for 
their purpose* 你  id©a in being so lengthy has been "bo help "bhe teachei* ac*» 
quire a background of information tiiich is not yet readily available. As 
additional help, any teacher in the PoiiOand area is welcome to' the use of ny 
scrapbook of clippings on the Japanese-Americans.
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CREATED FREE AND EQUAL?

A Unit on Jaganese-Americans

OBJECTIVES

I To imderstand the contributions made the Japanese-Americans to the 
citizenship and cultiire of Oregon*

II To learn something about the history of the Japanese in Oregont their 
difficulties in adjusting themselves to AmeirLcan ways of living and in 
tjying to find economic security.

Ill To discover the causes for prejudice against the Japanese-»Amerlcans#

IV To appreciate the fact that Japan©se-Americans, when given the opportunity, 
can become good American citizens*

V To appreciate the part played by the Misei in the present war*

VI To understand the effects of the upheaval in the lives of the Japanese擊 
Americans caused by the mass evacuation of 19k2» .

VII To understand some of toe present problems facing the Japanese-Americans 
in Oregon.

POSSXBUE METHODS OF APPROACH

I Tell the story of the achieteraents of the lCX)th Fighting Battalion or of 
the 14142nd Division —  wmost decorated1* unit in the United States Anqy#

II Tell the story of Ben Kuroki, U# S, flight hero of Japanese ancestry*.*
(see pamphlet of his own story in collection from WRA office)***or of some 
fighting Nisei of Portland, or of Oregon*

III Introduce to the class a returned Nisei soldier in uniform (with medals) as 
guest speaker.

OUTLINE OF THE SUBJECT MATTER 

(On the Japanese-Americans in Oregon)

I, J&panese_Amerieans in the present war*

A, The 100th Infantry - THE P0HPI£ HEART BATTALION
1 . Largely Japanese^Aniericans from Hawaii

a* ^Trained like demons'1 to avenge loss of friends and relatives 
at Pearl Harbor.
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Award of Distinguished Unit Citation (along with the iiU2nd) by 
General Mark Clark, July 17^

(See Quotation A in APPENDIX IX • Panel of Quotations)
U* S, War Department designation as wmost decorated unit in the 
entire &rmy0n Btjr March,19115
a .  15147 Purple Hearts

( 1 ) Casualties amounting to tw〇*thirds of the battalion 
b« 21 Distinguished Service Crosses 
c* 7 Soldier*s Medals
d, 6 Legions of Merit
e. 73 Silver Stars Notet These figures as of
f* 96 Bronze Stars Spring,19145
g* 16 Divison Citations 
h« 2 awards from the Italian government
i. Was Department Distinguished Unit Citation 
special liii2nd Combat Team
Mottoi BQo for broke1* (Slang in Hawaii for Rgo all out") 
lighting organization only since April,19143 
Becruits from Japanese*American volunteers 
&• First chance of Nisei in relocation canps to enlist
b. Hesponse immediate and large
(1〉 O ^ r  19,000 altogether in service today )
(2) Four Sakura brothers from Minidoka

(a) Special message of congratulation to mother from 
Secretary of War Stimson

(3) Four A sal brothers fi»ora Hood iHver 
Training at Gamp Shell̂ jr, Mississippi
(Example j George Komachi of Lincoln High, also Hoy Koraachi)

(See Appendix • Notes 1 and 2)
Unit in action overseas (The l(X)th Battalion was officially 
incorporated with the 11142nd in June,1914U) 
a. Intense front-line fighting in Italy

( 1 )  Mar^ deaths
(Examplei Stanley 〇ba# See Appendix - Note 3)

(2) JPleld promotions to sewral Oregon Nisei 
(Examples! Jiraragr Kanaya. . See Appendix - Note k

Bill Oda, See Appendix - IJote 5 
Hasaml Xoshinari* See Appendix - Note 6) 

b« Valiant fighting with the Beventh Ans〇r on Western front
( 1 )  Leading role in the rescue of the WST BATTALION
(2) Important part in the invasion of Germangr • by land and by 

air
(Example s Flight surgeon K. Makadate of Oregon.

See Appendix • Note 7)

2. Major role in the Italian Campaign • 19U3-UU 
a* Landing at Salerno 
b* Three crossings of the Volturno 
c* Laimehing the first infantzy attack on Cassino 
d« Leading the way into Livorno

e
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6* Tribute of Lt. Colonel B.rgil R* Miller, executive officer 
〇t the liU2ndt BThey*re the best outfit in the U, S. Army#"

C* I^Lsel in the Pacific
1 , Several thousands in fighting unitst soldiers, interpreters, 

intelligence agents
au Acti've participants in every major Pacific engagement from 

Attu to Okinawa
(See quotation B in appendix from an important military officer 
in the South Pacific)

b* Active role in tii© Burma theater - especially in Merrill^ 
Marauders*

D, Japanese^Americans indispensable as instructors of 
1* Judo tactics 
2« Japanese language

(ExazQ>les from Oregon*
James Shlozskl* See Appendix - Note 8 
Fuji Maehara, See Appendix - Note 9 
Masaski Tujihara* See Appendix - Note 10)

£• Nisei girls as nurses and WAO*s 
(Examples firom Oregon i

Grace Kumazawa Qieso* See Appendix -» Note 11 
Frances Kumazawa* See Appendix • Note 12)

F» Work of the Japanese-American civilians for victory 
1 . Ordnance and munitions depots

a. Tooele, Sioux, etc*
2 • War construction

Examplei of carpenters in Hawaii, Japanese)
3. Weaving camouflage nets at relocation centers

Defense industries in Chicago, Detroit, Buffalo, Denver, etc.
5* Harvesting crops

a. Farmers or farm workers
b. Cotton-pickers in the Southwest
c# Sugar-beet workers in the Northwest 
d* Cannery workers and food processers 

6. Government jobs
a. After passing rigid tests by airoy and na-vy Intelligence,

H A .  and Civil Service Commission
( 1 )  No discharge of any Japanese-American for dereliction of duty
(2) No discharge for disloyalty

G, Generous support of the war by Japanese-Americans
1 . Heavy purchase of war bonds# blood donations^ support of Red Cross，

0  ̂&セ
a* Belooation centers 
b» Japanese*»Ai^rioan training camps

(Example t Purchase of $100,000 or war bonds at Camp Shelby on 
Pearl Harbor day)

II, Characteristics of the Japanese-American

k0 Pride of Race or Nation —  Heritage of Japan
1# An insular peoples their culture wintegrated like a mosaic.11 —

Carey McWilliams
•5-



2, Belief that the nation or group more important than the individual

B* Sense of orderliness and cleanliness
1* Fondness for organization; meohanioal patterns 
2  ̂ Personal cleanliness —  dai ly bath

G, Tireless industry and thrift 
1* Good financial risk

(See exairples firora Hood River belasr)
2* 古elf^nade orchardists

The T. Sato family*••Ray Sato* (See Append!* Notea 13-lli) 
b* K* Noji# (See Appencix - Note \$) 
e* N» Hamada* (See Appaidlx • Note 16) 
d* D. Watanabe. (See Appendix - Note 1?) *

Skill in agriculture
1« Great love of growing things —

a. Expert gardeners
b. Experimental seed farm near Mt* Angel

2« Scientific knowledge of intensive cultivation 
3* Scientific knowledge of soils and the treatment of them •

Pioneers in the production of many and new crops on Pacific coast 
5* Heclamation of vast areas, especially cut-ovsr lands of Noi*thwest 

(See Appendix - Quotation C)

E* Observance of the law
1. Very few crimes 
2« Almost no gambling nor drunkenness 

(See Appendix • Quotation D)

F* Unusual courtes〇r
1* As a rule, children quiet, obedient 
2a Calmness and self-control typical of Japanese 

a. No oaths in the Japanese language 
3* Show of respect, especially to elders

0• Love of family
1 , No cases of relief

a* Expectation of looking after their own dependents, the sick 
and aged

2« Indulgence of children almost excessive 
3# No sacrifice too great for them

H. Eagerness for education
1 . Testimony of many teachers that Japanese-American students 

conscientious, intelligent, cooperative 
(See Appendix Quotation £)

2m High percentage of college graduates
3* Many Oregon ilisei successful in the professions•

Examples!
a* Optometry» Newton tJ|yesugi* See Appendix • Note 18 

Eddie Uyesugi, See App^idix «• Note 20 
Abe Oyamada, See Appendix - Note 21 

Cm Sociology* Eeiko Ozumana* See Appendix * Note 22
d. Music t Hasuko Tsubota* See Appendix - Note 23
e. Teaching! Rose Niguma* See Appendix - Note 2^
f. Social Services dances Maeda. See Appendix - Note 25
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g* Nursing i Megre Konno, See Appendix - Note 26 
h* Mansjr Oregon Nisei successful in business offices. Exauplest 

a« Mary Ogavq* See Appendix - Note 27 
b* Klyo Tsuboi* See Appendix «• Note 28 
c« Jeanne Konno. See Appendix * Note 29

I. Love of beauty
1« Creative conceptions (Not just copyists)
2, Skill in landscape gardening 
3* Techniques of flower arrangement 
h* Talent in arts and handcrafts

a, Handskillsi carving, sketching, painting, sewing, cookely, etc*
( 1 )  Hiroshige prints world famous
(2) Block print methods intricate

Beligious devotion 
1* Buddhists

a. Modification of oriental doctrine brjr U. S. Christian influences
b. Decline in numbers

( 1 )  Devotees mostly elderly
(2) Indifference of Hisei due to traditional doctrir^BS 

2* Shintoists
a# No special emphasis on emperor worship in early 

Shintoists See Appendix Quotation F 
b« Militant Shintoiara of recent date

( 1 )  Emphasis on ciLvinity of emperor during last twenty 〇r 
thirty years

(2) A tool used by the military leaders 
3* Christians

a. Numbers 〇£ Christian ilisei increasing
( 1 )  In Oregon 30% of the Japanese Christians
(2) In Oregon only 22% of non-Japanese, Christians

b, Portland Japanese M. E. Churoh
( 1 )  Great Influence on Portland Japanese

(a) Founded $2 years ago
1 . First pastorj T* Kaw^be in 1893

(b) Ordination of several members as M # E* ministers
(2) Ben Maeda active member for forty-six years

(a) RETUHUEE TO Portland
(b) Father of two sons in the service
(c) Father of France^ Maedo 

(Befer to Appendix - Note 2$)
c* Inspired leadership of yamg pastor at Hood f^Lver,

Mr* Isaac Inouye
( 1 ) JSecreational center for your people

"The big idea of this youth movement is to teach they 
are Americans and to eliminate ideas of dual nationality*H 
Hood River Glacier, Nov. 8 , 1928

III# Problem of integration into American life. Can the Nisei fit into the 
American cultural pattern?

(See Appendix • Quotations Q* H* and I)
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A* Physical improvement in Nisei over Issei 
1* Taller, larger, heavier physiques 

a« Better diet 
b* Freer life 

2* Lengthening of limbs 
3* ImproTsd shape of mouth 

a* Better dental care 
b, Ifore scientific personal hygiene

B* Cultural adjustment of Nisei almost complete 
1* Undesirable culture ties broken 
2* Ea^r adoption of American customs
3. Command of fluent English

Nisei now leaders of the family rather than their parents, the Issei 
Nisei real participants in American life —  where permitted to do so 
(See appendix for many examples of Nisei participation in American 
life.)

IV* History of the Japanese in Oi»gon lQ3k̂ l9k2

A.

B.

C,

D.

益 ^ of three Japanese survivors from wreck of junk on Cape Platteiy,
(See stoiy in Appendix 讎 Note 3〇)

X 8 k 2 ^ ⑽ 切 0 邮 當 Ranald McDonald* s famous 1121ssion "to Japan in

a* 〇regon-bom Kanald McDonald FIBST TEACHER OF ENQUSH in Japan 
18112 (See stoiy in Appendix - Note 3 1)

^irst Japanese settler in Oregon •• X86l« See story br George H. Hines. 
Oregon historian 6 '
(See Appendix • Note 32)

First Japanese woman settler in Oregon • 1880
(See Appe ndix • Note 33)

Eftrly period of settlement up to 19201 Jstpanes© —«■laborers and "benanli* Importation of Japanese railway workers •1890-1906 (?)
2* Movisment toward the land and business enteiprise - 1906-1920

a. Strawberry culture near Russellville by Japanese tenants
(See Appendix - Quotation J)

b， Many Japanese owners of lodging houses and small hotels 
(X) About* 9〇% of PortXand Je^anese in this business 
{2) Heay^ tax-papers

c. Arrival of "picture brides"-1910-1920
(1 )  Establishment of permanent homes
(2) Growth of families

E * Increase of hostility during period of growth - 1920-l9ijl 
X« Peak of Japanese population - 1930 

&• Almost 5〇〇〇 -*-1800 in Portland 
b. Population increase small after 1920 
c* People in staid agricultural settlements

(1 )  No great bo<̂ jr of floating wage earners
(2) No gold rushers



dm Beginning of integration into home communities 
(See Appendix - Quotation K》

2« Qresham Area in 1920
a* Many Japanese tenants on berry farms and in truck gardens

( 1 )  Very little opposition
(2) Acceptance as part of eoatmunity 

3* Toledo Affair - 1925
a» Importation of Japanese by mill to work on ngreen chain”.- 

Caucasians umiilliog to do w ork 
b* Mass meeting, resulting in forcible ousting of Japanese 
c« International repercussions

( 1 )  Japanese government alert to protect her subjects 
(See Appendix • Quotation L)

U* The Hood ^iver Valley - 1920-191^)
a* Population in 19201 362 Japanese

⑴  Not In colonies^ families scattered through vsiley
(2) Ownership by 70 Japanese farmers of two per cent of 

tillable soil
(a) Tears of incessant toil for successful cullxlvation
(b) Stooping, arduous labor not agreeable to Caucasians

b. World War I Period and Aftermath -1918-1923 (Appendix • Quotation M)
( 1 )  Strawberries ll^.OO crate * apples also very high

(a) Rise in Japanese standard of living
(b) Purchase of more land by Japanese

(2) Urowth of Anti--Japanese sentiment
(a) Formation of AnjTt-Alien Leagiie at Hood River -•1918 

(See Appendix - Quotation N)
(b) Active leadership of American Legion post by Captain 

George Wilbiir, Hood River attorney
1 . Adoption of his Anti-Japanese program by the national 

convention of the American Legion, Minneapolis,1919 
Attitude of newspapers 
a. Hood River

( 1 ) Fair attitude on the whole, unlike California’s papers#
(a) Condemnation of Toledo affair by all Portland papera, 

including BThe Oregon Voter1*
6* Opposition legalized! Anti •Alien I^nd Laws of 〇regon«*1923 

a* Causes of hostility in Oregon
( 1 )  Influence of California’s. YELLOW PERIL scare (fostered by 

Hearst newspapers)
(2) Economic competition

(a) Fewer settlers in Oregon - less hostility here
(3) Criticism of aggressive conduct of Japanese officials 

in China, Korea^ Siberia, at close of World War I
. b. Agitation in Oregon for Japanese Exclusion— 1921-1923

( 1 ) Bill in legislature by Bai^ge Leonard, Portland attorney -1921
(a) nWhy not fight Japan now?3 he demanded
(b) Ignoring of jrequest by Senator HcNaiy to drop the bill
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Opposii 
l1. N <  
21* N<

7.

(c) Opposition to bill by Chamber of Coraraerce 
Need to preserve trade with Orient 
Heed to preserve good international relations with
Japan

(d) Passage of measure In Housef defeat in sta/te Senate
(2) Message to Legislature by governor Walter Pierce, asking 

AntiWapanese legislation • 1923
(3) American Legion active 
(U) Ku Klux Klan active

c 争 Provision of Oregon Alien Land Lav of 1923 denying the right to 
own real property to all aliens ineligible for citizenship
( 1 )  TITIE 6 1 , Chapters 101 and 102, Oregon Civil Code, also
(2) TITLE 8# Chapter 3^9 of Federal Code* Limitation of* 

citizenship to
(a) Aliens being ftree whites and
(b) Aliens being of African descent 

Spread of opposition through the nation - 192U-19UX
a* Passage the U. S. Congress of the Japanese Exclusion Ia w  - 192h

( 1 )  Insult to Japan1 s racial pride
(2) Encouragement to Japan*s military and naval lozris

F* Aftermath of Pearl Harbor, Dec* to March 27  ̂19h2
1 .  FBI dragnet around 2000 Japanese aliens within two days after Pearl

Harbor
a« Detention of those suspicious aliens to the present time

QUESTION j Would this round-up of suspects have been sufficient 
for our safety?

2* Tragic blow to citizens of Japanese ancestry
a* Hesort to plastic surgery* by one Nisei* **1 was so ashamed of 

ny racial identity,H he said,
b* Boycott of Japanese business houses| wslow paralysis in once 

prosperous Japanese communities/
3. Conditioning of the public tohate ttJaps,* during campaign on Bataan 

a. ^artoon stereotype of ,,Japwj buck-toothed, bespectacled 
treacherous, dog-like or monk坪 -like figure 

b* Failui*e to distinguish between enemy soldiers and loyal 
Japanese**Americans# ttA Jap*s a Jap.®

U. Period of voluntaiy departure from west coast railitaiy areas 
February 19 to March 2 7 , 19i*2
a. A failure because of hostile attitude of internmountain states 
b* Evacuees the victims of unpleasant incidents 
c* S. "freezing” order, March 27， 19ぬ  

V. Period of evacuation, segregation, and relocation -—  March, 19̂ 42 • Jan«#

A* Internment of Oregon Japanese, March,19142 to J\me 8,
1* Portland assembly center, the pavilion of the PACIFIC LIVESTOCK 

EXPOSITION 
a. Intense crowding 
b* Heat almost unbearable during July

2. Barbed-wire fenpe enclosure, guarded by a m e d  0, S. soldiers 
3* Econc»!dc losses of Japanese incalculably high

a* Arrangement for leases too hasty 
b* Arrangement for sales too hasty

•!0<



B. Mass evaouation to relocation centers* TIME LIMITi June,19142 to 
November ̂ 19112
1 ,  Citizens as well as aliens

a. The only exceptions, people in hospitals.
(Example! Fumie Sakano. See Appendix*Kote 3U)

b. Curb denial of the request by WRA to have 12 to 1$ Japanese 
ohildren admi't'ted "to Oregon School for th® Bear

2. Most Oregon evacuees to Hunt, Idaho
a* Minidoka, wthe cream of the lot" —  Carey HoiWilliams 

(1)Evacuees from Oregon better adjusted
(a) No LITTLE TOICIOS
(b) Better integration into home communities than in 

California
b. Dusty, desert site; veiy cold in winter, very hot in summer
c. Barrack-like huts of uniform style

(see Appendix - Quotation 0, for description by Albert W. Palmer)
d. Educational facilities inadequate

(See Appendix - Note 3$, for comment by Charles Hoover l^reda) 
e« Food of.poor quality

(See Appendix -Note 26, for comment of 3teiy Saiki) 
f, î Iaximum pay for evacuee labor in camp $19.00 per month—  

either skilled or unskilled| manual or professional

C # Question of constitutionality of the evacuation (See Appaidix： - Quotations P， Q， B and S〉
D, Some ill effects of the evacuees of the relocation .

X, Psychic and ei&O'tional shockf especiaXly to the naturally "biroid 
and sensitive

2. Loss of faith in themselves and in the country
3. Stigma of suspicion galling

a* Aggravation tjy the ever-present* guard ■with the gua 
b. Occasional strikes, overt riots 

U. Lack of privapy
a. Quarters crowded
b. Goianrunal mess halls

5* Family disintegration no home life
a. Loss of parental authority over children

( 1 )  Attempts at discipline a nei^iboiiiood event
(2) Ju-venile gangs* the picking up of bad behavior fl*caa 

all kinds of people
b. Frequent detention of husband and father by the authorities
c# Assumption of new responsibilities by the Nisei children

6. Isolation fran the outside world —
&• Complete detachment
b. Loss in interest in current problems

7. Loss initiative and the will to succeed
a. Increase of timidity, caution, race-consciousness
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b* Increase in sense of dependence on the government "to
support the evacuees (especially true of some elderly Issei)

The turn of the tide) the beginning of escape
1* Formation of the Japanese-American Student Relocation Council 

(not official, but had the sanction of the War Dept*) 
a* Office In San Francisco 
b. Colleotion of persozml and academic data 
ca Acceptance of Japanese-American students by 281 colleges in 

38 states by August,19143 
(See Appendix - Quotation T)

2« Hesult of nation^Q. demand for workers in war production
a* Release of 10,000Nisei to work in sugar beet fields and 

in other crops
( 1 ) No report of any single disloyal act 

(See Appendix Quotation U)
b* Policy of WRA and the. Department of Justice (July *1<2)

to permit Japaziese^An^ricans who had never lived or studied 
in Japan to leave for permanent resettlement* Provisional
( 1 )  No settlement in military aar^s along coast
(2) Nothing in evacuee*s record to indicate he vould constitute 

a menace to society or the safety of the U* S,
(3) Assurance of place to go and means of support
(U) Assurance that his presence in the community would 

not cause disturbance
(5) Promise to keep W M  informed of whereabouts 

3* Release of thousands of Nisei from relocation cs^>s to sei*ve in 
the armed forces • April, 19k3 to the present 
(For the stoiy of their contribution to the war, see Point 1 of 
this outline*)

U* Permission by U, S* Government for loyal Japanese to leave eentersf 
December 17,
a. No longer a "military necessity” to hold them in camps 
b* Retention at Tule Lake of Japanese who had not sworn 

allegiance to the U. S.
( 1 ) Failure of many of the Ttile Lake group to take the aath 

of allegiance due to 
卜 ） Family loyalty
(b) Bitterness at treatment given them 
(c; Fear of leaving the shelter of the camp 

〇• Slow return to the western coast
( 1 )  Timidity —  fear of hostility

(See Appendix - Note 37 - for story of T, Yamada)
(2) Resettlement elsewhere already effected

(a) Dispersal through middle and eastern states
(b) Bessettlement of 1800 Japanese-Americans in 

Cleveland, Ohiof alone
.(3) Retiirn to Multnanah County during first five months of 

only ten families out of 2,390 persons evacuated 
(it) Return to Hood River of only about 15 or 20 families to date 
(5) Minidoka, nevertheless, the leader in speed of resetttlement 

(a) The returnees in Oregon the highest 〇r the 
Pacifio states



i • Return of one-third of original evacuees 
21# More assurance here of a welcome

H *  Problems of the returning Japanese-Americans in Oregon

A, Elimination of widespread myths and prejudices against Japanese-Americans 
(See pamplet on nMYTHS and FACTS on JAPANESE-AMERICANS** issued by the 
Dept* of Interior and W M )
1« Dual citizenship NOT universal among Americans of Japanese ancestiy

a. Eenunciation of Japanese citizenship by two-thirds of Nisei 
tjy 19̂ h

b* Increase of renunciations with the defeat of Japan 
c« Japanese-Aiaerican Citizen*s League (largest group of organized 

lilsei) on record against dual citizenship
( 1 ) Very active branch in Portland 

(See Appendix * Quotation V)
2* Shintoism and emperor worship NOT prevalent among Japanese-Americans
3. Japanese language schools NOT instrumental in undemining Nisei 

Iflj/alty to the United States
a* Many former students of these schools now our interpreters 

and teachers of the Japanese language 
b« Attendance never large
c* Students already weaiy from previous attendance at American school 
d* Oriental culture too wold-»fashionedw and remote to appeal to 

Nisei
lu Japanese-Americans MOT guilty of sabotage at Pearl Harbor and in 

Hawaii
(See Appendix - Quotation, ¥, S, and I)

$• The Japanese-Americans birthrate NOT higher than that of o-ttier 
Americans
a* Steatfy decrease of Japanese-Ameidcan births since 1920 
b# Their birthrate during past decade insufficient to balance 

mortality and emigrations* —  Tolan report 
6. The standard of living of Japanese workers NOT L ( M R  than that

of other workers —  except in case of suppression and discrimination 
a* Steadily better incomes, better homes and opportunities for 

children than formerly •
b. **The living standard of aî y people^ regardless of race or 

ancestry, is determined in a large measure by theii* opportunities 
to make a decent living1* —  Report of Tolan Cc»raiittee

B* Meeting the provisions of the reinforced Alien Land Lav passed by Oregon 
Legislature, X9h$
1« Reiteration of law of 1923 prohibiting ownership of land by persons 

ineligible to citizenship
2* Providing for penalties against persons vho sell, lease, or

otherwise pemit persons ineligible to citizenship to acquire a 
beneficial interest in agricultural lands, or a beneficial interest 
in the products thereof
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3« Question of its constitutionality 
a* No test case —  as yet 

Facing the foz^oes of organized piB judice 
X* The Gresham Area

a« Forces working for Japanese e xclusion
( 1 ) Organization of the Oregon Property Owners* Protective 

League (now known as the Japanese Exclusion League)
(a) Airing of grievancGfi against <J&paines❷ &t maasi meoting, 

Gresham Union Hi亦 , Feb* 8 , 1 9 ^  — Exa啤 les of 
charges t
x • Allegiance of all Japanese«Americans to Japanf 

not to U* S»
Impossibility of understandizig Japanese-Amerlcans* 
Surface courtesy always covering for dark malice 
Birthrate excessive
Evasion of Alien Land Laws by buying land in name 
of children*
Impossibility of assimilation

(b) Program for the League
l1* Lobbying for passage of lavs excluding all Japanese 

from citizenship, permanent residence or ownership 
of property, and providing for deportation of all 
Japanese after the war
Demand for carirful enforcement of Alien Land Law 
of 1923

(c) Incorporation as a non-profit organization 
1^* Claim of 1^00 members 
2卜  Initiation $10*00 dues $1*00 permonth 
31.Officers and leaders t President • Dale Bergji

(farmer) Treasurer - Ralph Hansen|
Secretary - C. Q* Schneider (attorney)
(NOTE* For summary of author*s interYlew with 
Mr* Schneider, see Appendix • Note 38)

(d) Second mass meeting of the Japanese Exclusion League# 
March 13* 194^, at Gresham
(For some notes on this meeting, see Appendix - Note 39) 
Speakers!
I1 , W a r r e n  Erwin, member of Legislature 
2エ， A U. S. Marine, Pattee, from the South Pacific,

since reprimanded by the Marine Corps for misusing 
his uniform (according to report)
Mr. Ozandell, Seattle attorney 
Mr, A* £, HdCroskey, friend of Arthur J. Ritchie* 
Seattle^ npr〇motersn and managers of the Leagu® 
and its treasury
(See summary of story in TI14E, April1 6 , 19k$9 on 
Ritchie, HcCroskey, Hanan, etc. in Appendix •
Note 1401-

b« Forces working AGAINST Japanese Exclusion
( 1 ) Mass meeting oip Gresham citizens to protest activities 

of the Japanese fixclusion leaguef Mazx^h 1$,19k$

s ：



(a) Call for nsane thinking and the time American attitude 
in meeting the feo-vernment directives pennitting return 
to the west coast of persons of Japanese ancestry#"

(b) Presiding officer* The Hevei?end John Magoon of Gresham 
Baptist Church• (See Appendix Note 111)

(c) Sneakerst
l1, E x - g o  vs m o r  Charles A, Sprague

Reminder that all returning Japanese carefully 
Bscreened1* by U* S. Arny, that Japanese population 
in American still shrinking, that no act of 
Japanese sabotage on record 

2エ* E, B# HcNaughton, president of First National 
Bank, Portland
Discussion of scapegoat minor!ties.,.danger of 
whipping up fires of prejudice 

31, N o r m a n  C. Coleman, ex-president of Reed College, 
now at Lewis and Clark College 
Assimilability of Uie Japanese 
(for news clippings on the Gresham story^ see 
bm Stevens* scrapbook)

c* Gommimity feeling in the Qresham_Fairview Area in July,19145
(based on several interviews)
( 1 )  Apparent cooling-off of first wave of prejudice
(2) Growing suspicion that the Japanese Exclusion League, 

with its high initiation fees and dues, may prove to be a 
"racket**

The Hood River Area
a* Forces working FOR Japanese Exclusion

⑴  Erasure of fifteen names of Nisei fighting in armed forces 
flroia Hood ^Lver Honor Eoll by American Legion Post - 
December, 19hh

(2) Placards refusing Japanese tr'ade still in some business 
houses, though hostility lesa active now

(3) Difficulty of securing professional services 
For examplej
(a) Outright refusal of one Hood River dentist to treat 

Japanese patients
(b) Other dentists wtoo bu^y1*

(k) Anti-Japanese sentiment in hi^i places
(a) Mayor Joe Meyer of Hood Rivers n9〇% of want them 

out 1**
(See Appendix - Note 1;2— for author^s interview of 
Mayor Meyer)

(b) Jess Eddington, president of the Hood American
Legion

(c) Some leaders ^luke-warm11— *ffon the fence*
11• Mr. and Mrs, Wilbutr Anderson, county school 

superintendent and his wfie 
(See Appendix •• Note h3)

($) Evidence of hostility against Japanese orehardists in 
Hood River
(a) At first, threat of strike by some warehouse workers 

if required to handle Japanese produce



X • Necessity of Japanese to hire outside trucks 
to c a n y  goods to warehouse 
Present status s Consent of workers to handle 
produce, if Japanese unload trucks outside door 
(Author*s note* I am told they do not make a 
practice of unloading any trucks, so pertiaps this 
is a wface-savlngw concession#^
(See Appendix • Note I4I4. •* for conmient by P« E# 
Newkom, treasurer of HOOD RIVER Apple Gbrowers1 
Association)

b» Forces working AQAINST Japanese Exclusion
(1 )  Organization of the Hood Ki'Wier County League for Liberty 

and Justice (about May 18 , \9hS)
(For information on this league and om of its organizers, 
Mrs* Max L, Moore, see Appendix • Note U5)

(2) Pressure of public opinion
(a) Hundreds of letters of protest against removal of 

Nisei names ftrom Honor Boll by American -^gion,
Hood River Posti Newspaper columnists, radio 
commentators, clergymen, and John Citizen from all over 
■ttie nation

(b) More than 3〇〇 letters from service men in the Pacific to
THE HOOD RIVER only one letter approving
removal of names, according to the editor, Ball

(c) Importunity ty1 national commander of Araierican Legion 
to Hood River Post

(d) Threat of investigation and possible esqpul81011 ft*om the 
national organization. RESULT* Restoration of the 
Japanese names to the Hood River Honor R o l l •
March 6,19^5

3* The Tigard-Sherwood Area
a* Forces vorklng FOR Japanese exclusion

(X) Call for mass meeting at Sherwood for April 2 8 , 1 9 ^  
by leaders of Cferesham Japanese Exclusion League
(a) Special letters of invitation to farmers leasing fomer 

Japanese fams in HOnion Flatsw
(b) Interest whipped up door prizes, horror pictures, a 

crippled and obviously shell-shocked Marine in uniform 
ftrom the Pacific Area
(For an account of this mass meeting at Sherwood, see 
Appendix » Note U6)

b* Forces working AQAINST Japanese exclusion
⑴  Appearance of opposition at Mass meeting, called at Tigard 

by Japanese Exclusion League, May 19U5 
(a) Leadership by a group of Tigard Hi^i School students 

led by the Reverend L, £• Guderian of the M* E* Church 
1 *̂* Distribution by students of literature in front of 

meeting place, warning citizenry against piropagand* 
of the League
(See samples of this literature in scrap book) 
Demand by students during the meeting to hear both 
sides refused by League leaders
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Exodus of over half the audience 
(See Appendix _ Note “7 • for account of Tigard 
meeting)

(2) wFOIJjCM UPw meeting one week later by Tigard citizens to 
clear up facts and thwart spread of propaganda by the 
Exclusion X<eague
(a) Speakers; Dr. Blair Stewart •* Reed College 

Norman Coleman
Abe Oyamada, Nisei medical student, 
discharged veteran of World War II

U* The Portland Area
a* The Japanese Cemetezy Incidents at N* £# ^Oth and Fremont

( 1 )  First Incidant 讎 August, 191̂ 2 ひ

(a) Some acts of vandalism ノ

(b; Decision oi' some F# 0. R* Caucasians to clean up
cemeteryi trim grass and shrubbery, while Japanese 
themselves unable to do so

(c) Eemaiic by Caramander of Portland Legion, Post N o , 1* 
ttThe Xegion is not going to stand for thisl It*s
a bunch of monkey business*n (Report by U»9»)

(d) Arrival of Legion group, including Sheriff Martin T* 
Pratt.•••Some members with guns

(e) Threat of bloodshed if F. 0* R, group persisted in 
entering cemetery ••• flagrant violation of civil 
liberties

.(f) Closure of cemetery for the duration by the sheriff 
(g) Protest against act of Poirtland legionnaires by some 

other x»egion posts throughout the U# S,
(2) Second cemeteiy incident, July,191114.

(a) Extensive vandalism at cemeteiy
Breaking and overturning of oi^r 200 large 
headstones

2丄* Markers uprooted and burned 
Grave locations lost in melee

(b) Investigation by George J# Clauss, probation officer 
(See story and pictures in OREGONIAN, July 26,

b« The Tsubota Case Spring, 19U5
⑴  Tsubotaf recent returnee, a Japanese truc^p gardener of 

Maryhill
(2) Threat of boycott at Portland wholesale market

(a) Pressure Italian truck gardeners on big b\3yei?3| 
such as Safeway, not to buy from a Japanese •••not 
very effective

(3) Present situation quiet

D. Readjustment into home co顺 unity, housing, re-erap丄oyment, etc*
1* War fielocation Authority field office, Bedell Building, Portland 

a. Besponsibility for assisting individual Japanese in 
relocating in this exclusion area 

b* Dr* Linville and Mrs. Friedman, its capable leaders
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Use of established permanent agencies -- federal, state, city —  
to assist in problemsi federal housing, department of public 
welfare, S* Sraployment Bureau, etc.
⑴  wThese agencies will, of course# carry on after the

WHA office is closed on January 1 , says aMt s . Friedman 
d. Re'-ampioym^nt not "too d i m c u l t  as yet '•*— ii* Japanese not "boo 

particular
(X) Mai^r at warehouse for Russian War Belief
(2) Helpers at restaurants: Bohemian, L*Abbe, Henry Thiele, etc• 

e* Purchase of hotels and rooming-houses restideted 
2* Citizen^ Coromittee to aid relocation

a* Close cooperation with WRA weekly luncheon meetings to 
talk business

b. First chaimani Dr* Blair Stewart of Reed College 
(now vice-president of City Club)
Present chairmanj William L# Brewster 

c« SuboComiait'tees
( 1 )  Greeting or reception committee 

HesponsibiXity of seeing tiiat Japanese returnees 
(usually timid or frightened) greeted at train and have a 
place to go

(2) Housing oonmlttee
(ar^stablishment of the Japanese Hostel at 315 N, W.16th 

Av b . for temporary quarters 
(for information on the hostel and its manager#
Miss Alice Finlay, see Appendix - Note 1*8) .

(b) Availability of INTEHNATIONAI* HOUSE for shelter 
(See Appendix Note k9)

(3) Emplorvment committee
TEesponsiBTlity for making work possible for returning 
Japanese

3. A hopeful sign
a- Reopening of the Kimoshita Vegetable and Fruit Market on 

Columbia Boulelvard
( 1 )  Operators* Twin Nisei girls Maiy and Margaret Kimoshita
(2) First market to reopen
(3) Happy reception and welcome by hundreds of people living 

throughout that area and Portland generally

■•18-*



SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES

I* Examining illustrated folders on the Nisei, relocation centers, JaLpanese^ 
Americans in industry* Also Japanese travel foldersf tourist bookletsf 
magazines, etc* (In order to understand the old world background of the 
Japane se«Americans)

II. Arranging e^iibits of
Japanese art« Hiyoshigo prints, etc*
Japanese art objectst Satsuma vare# lacquer^ cloisonne^ «ood<^arvlng 
Japanese costumes* kimonos, obis, happi coats, taby* zorli* gota, etc.

111 • Obserring demonstrations of (X) Judo (2) Japanese musical instruments
(3) Japanese dancing

1?* I*istening to a talk ty a Japanese-American leader of Portland or Oregon

V* Seeing motion pictures on (1 ) Activities of Japanese*Americans
(2) Life at the relocation centers
(3) Scenic beauty of old Japan

效 . Making maps of ( 1 ) Japan to show places in the news
(2) North Pacific Area to show route of Japanese Current —  

and position of Japan in relation to the Aleutians, 
Alaska, the Pacific Northwest

VII• Reading books, pamphlets, and magazine articles on the problems of the
American«»Japan@se (See bibliography) also books showing traditions and 
culture of old Japanj such as DA.UCHTER of the SAMUMI, by Mrs* Suglmoto# 
and assembling a new bibliography ot good books and magazines to read on 
the topics at hand*
(Secure the cooperation of the school librarian)

VIII» Discussing old Japanese culture, customs, religion1 good and bad elementst 
accounting Tor fanatical nationalism*

IX« Making 'scrap books or picture folders of clippings aund pictures, dealing 
with traditions of old Japan or the problems of our Japanese^Aiaericans

X* Going on field trips (1)To the Portland Art to learn about
Oriental Art

(2) To a Japanese home
(3) To the Japanese Hostel (before Jan.1 , 19U6 
(U) to a Japanese-owned flower farm

XI • Presenting a panel discussion on problems now facing the Japanese«*Araericans 
and how they might be solved
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POSSIBLE OUTCOMES

I. An appreciation of the role played by Japanese-Americans in the development 
of Oregon

XX. A better understanding of the causes underlying hostilit/ to the Japanese in 
Oregon and how to lessen it

III, An appreciation of the part played by Oregon Nisei in World War II

IV# A better understanding of the dislocations resulting from relocation

V* A clearer understanding of the problems facing *Uie Oregon Japanese at present—  
vith possible solutions

VI. A better understanding of what we can do to help returning Japanese_Aiaericans
to find security and happiness

VII* An acceptance of our Oregon Japanese as real Americans, worthy of our 七1*118も
and friendship
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?• Survey, Aprils 19bSt HOOD RIVER vs* AMERICA

8. Christian Century, Nov. 8, f14u UNTANGLINQ THE NISEI TAN^E

9. Aaisrican Mercury, July,191^5 HAIL OUR JAPAHHSE-AMEHIGAN G*I*’s, 
Blake Clark and Oland D* Hussell

l〇 # The Jew Republic, April 6 , 曹U2i JAPANESE OUT OF CALIFORNIA,
Carey McWilliams

1 1 . New Republic, April10, *ii3* JAP-CHCM EXPEHIMEiNTi John Larison

12* Mew Republic, May 29, fUU* RACISM on WEST COAST, McWilliams

13* New Republic, July 9, THE NISEI COME HOME, Wallace Stegner

Hai^per’s， July， * 145* 虹  JAPANESE PATIENTS， Dr* Ghas* Mir»r Cooper

1$. New Republic, June 6, *U2i CITIZENS BEiilND BARBED ¥IfE,
Charles Inglehart

16. !few Republic, March 2, *U2* CALIFORNIA and the JAPANESE, McWilliams

X7. Ghristian Centuiy, Jai• 20, *U3: ARIZONA’S CITY OF’EXILES，

18. New Republic, Feb , 1 , *U3t TROUBLE AMONQ JAPANESE-AMEHTGANS,
Isamu Noguchi

C. PAMPHLETS

1* What we*re Fighting For (Letters from U# S. soldiers)..
Dep,t of Interior for WRA# 1914.3-Ijli.



2* Jfyths and Facts about Japanese_Aiaericans (WHA pamphlet) April,19U多
3* Uprooted Americans in your Community (WRA) May, 19h$

k* Nisei in Unifona (WRA) Spring, 19h$

多. Pertinent Facts about Relocation Centers (WRA) Nov#,

6. They Work for Victory and the War Kffozii (Japanese-Aiaerican Citizen*s 
League》 Spring,19W

7* Pertinent Facts on Our ^turning Japanese-Araericans (American Ooxmcil 
on ^ace Belations, San Francisco)

8* Report on Japanese Situation in Oregon for Governor 03^ott by the 
Hon* Frank Davey of Salem,1920

9* What About our Japanese-Ameilcans? (Public Affairs Pamphlet 
McWilliams〉 1贴

10* Address by Ben Kuroki to the Commonwealth Club, San Francisco 
(Japanese-Amei*ican Citizen*s League, Salt Lake City, Utah)
Feb,li,19kk

D. MISGELLA1C30US
1* Thesis by Elizabeth Ann Havely at Reed College, May IShif on

A STUDY of the RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN ATTITUDES and INFORMATION about 
the JAPANESE in AMERICA

2. Thesis by Marjorie Stearns at U. of Oregon, 1937^ on HISTORT 
of the JAPANESE PE0PI£ in ORJgQON

3* Story by (3eorge H* Hines, Oregon Historical Society, on 
SUZUKI KXii20, one of Oregon*s first Japanese settlers

U* Story of WRECK OF JAPANESE JUNK on Oregon Coast, 185U.
References and editorial note by Grace P# Morris, Oregon Historical 
Quarterly -> 39 1938

5. PK - April 2 2 , 19Uム  COAST FEELS ^ C E  TENSIONS on EVE of PAHIET, 
McWilliams

6. Sunday Oregonian - May 27,19沾丨 JAPANESE EVACUEES. "WHERE DO THBT 
BELONG? Merwin Shoemaker
• •Also* Piles of the PACIFIC CITIZEN, THE OUTLOOK (Gresham),
MINIDOKA IRHIGATOR JAPANESE EXCLUSION LEAGUE JOURNAL, etc,

(Note t Anyone teaching a unit on our Japanese-Americans in Oregon 
will find B* Stevens* Scrapbook of clippings of great assistance#
Call BE 1^59 or the High School of Conaiierc®*)
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E, PERSONAL INTERVIEWS
1* Dr* Blair Stewairt, economist, Reed CoHege

2* Miss Alice Finley, director of the Japanese Hostel, Portland

3* Mrs* Fanny 3Priedman# assistant director, W  R A Field Office, Portland

k* Mr. J*, M* Richardson, field representative, W  R A, Portland office.

多* Mrs. 0• E, Oliver, leader of Japanese youth, Portland

6* Mrs* Margaret Wyman, Congregational Conference, Gresham, Oregon

7# Mr* G* Q» Schneider, attorney, secretaiy of Japanese Exclusion League, 
Gresham

8* The Beverend Dick Morgan of the Conmunity Church, Fairview, Oregon

9# Mr. John A. Dulin, business man, Fairview

10* The Beverend John Magoon of the Baptist Churdj Gresham

11* Mrs# Mary Saiki, bulb grower, poet5 Caucasian happily married for 
30 years to a Japanese, Gresham

12* The Reverend L# E« Quderian of the M. E# Church, Tigard, Oregon 

13« Mr* Hugh G« Ball# editor of the Hood River News

llu Mr* Wilbur Ariderson, county superintendent of schools, Hood River, Oi®, 

15* Mr, Joe Meyer, mayor of city of* Hood River 

16* Mrs. xMax L* Moore, civic leader, Hood Hiver

17^ Mr# P* 0• Newkom, treasurer of the Apple Growers1 Association, Hood 
Hiver

X8» Mr* M, Pu^iraoto, farmer, near Gresham

1SU Mrs, Renwyk, manager of INTERNATIONAL HOUSE, Portland

20- Mrs* Betty Sales, executive secretary of the Conference of 01ristians 
and Jews, Portland office

21* Dr. Melville Jacobs, anthropologist, U« of Washington, Seattle

22* Miss Mable Downs, dean of girls, retired, Lincoln High School, Portland
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23* Hr. Norman Coleman, retired president of Beed C o l l e g e n o w  at 
Lewis and Clark College, Portland

Miss Lorene Riley, teacher, Shattuck School, Portland

25# Miss Isabel Gates, director of Christian Friendliness, Baptist state 
organization^ Portland

26. Mr# Gu 8 Solomon, attorney, Portland

27# Mrs* Mable Southworth, teacher, Lincoln High School, Portland* 
(Residence near Gresham)

Also.•,*interviews with over twenty-five Oregon Japanese!

about ten in Hood River 
about five in Gresham 
about ten in Portland

Acknowledgement t

sincere thanks to 
Hiss Olive Horrigan 

of Springfield, I'Cassachusetts, 
for her invaluable encouragement 

and assistance on this unit*
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APPENDIX I …
NOTES CLAiilFnNQ POINTS IN THE OUTLIlffi OF SUBJECT MATTER

— NISEI IN U. S. SERVICE —

MOTE 1 — Second Iderutenant George Komachl^ January 19hZ graduate of Portlands 
Lincoln Hi^h Schooil, was among the first to volunteer when enlistments 
were opened to Nisei in the Spring of 19h3* r̂〇m the Hunt Center, 
he w ent to Camp Shelby, Mississippi, as a trainee in the I ^ n d  
Infantry Bn* 9 and in a remarkably short time he became in succession 
a corporal, sergeant, and staff sergeant. When the l*Ji2nd went oyqt 
seas, he was held back and helped to train a new group, the 17 1st#
Again, when they went over, he stayed, this time to go to Fort Benning, 
Georgia, to train as an infantry officer. He is now stationed at 
Ft. ^feClelXand, Alabama, the only Nisei officer on the post* He 
sincerely hopes for overseas service*

NOTE 2 Pfc* Rgy Koraachi. older bi*other of George, and a Lincoln High grad
of 19377 has engaged in the campaigns in both Italy and France • He
has been wounded twice, and beside the Purple Heart he has other 
decorations about which he is too modest to make aû y statements.

NOTE 3 —  Pfc. Sj^Rley Qba^ X9U〇 graduate of Lincoln High School with a subsequent 
year at Portland University, will not come home. He was a member of 
the 11142nd Infantry and was killed in Italy on April1 9 , 1 9 ^ .  Stanley 
was a youth of unusual dapabilities and diaracterj he was a pre-medic 
studfintj, and had been assigned under ASTP until 'tha.'b program w as 
dlsconi^lnued* He aXso has a bi*othei* in the service who has been 
wounded •

NOTE h —  First Lieutenant Jimagr Kanaka belonged to the Japanese Methodist 
Church in PortlanHI一 He was the first Nisei to enlist from Oregon.
During the Italian campaign he was at first reported wmissing in 
actionw  ̂ then as a prisoner 〇r w&r in Geirsiaî y# Upon the surrender of 
the Reich, he was released and can« to the Hunt Center to see his 
parents. He won his comraission the hard way, by a field promotion.

NOTE S —  First Lieutenant Bill Oda^ a tall, handsome, wsnappyn Nisei, was 
another Oregon boy wKo won a field promotion* I believe he was 
attending the University of Portland at the time of the evacuation.

NOTE 6 —  First lieutenant Masami Yoshinari of Hood River was a third Oregon boy 
to win a field promotion.

NOTE 7 ―  Dr. K, Makadate* graduate of Washington High School and the University 
of Oregon Medical School, served as a flight surgeon with the 17th 
CHLider Division and Parachute Unit# He was wounded over Germany 
and received treatment in hospitals in Belgium and England.



JAPANESE IANGUAOE INSTiSJGTOBS

UOTE 8 —  Janies Shiozakl,a of Eeedsporb, Oregon! was •taken to Japan at
an early age# V2hen he retiirned to the United Statesf he nas high sch(»>l 
agef but he spoke no English. He was so self-conscious and shyf he 
seeined paralyzed in tiae presence of strangers* He attended Jefferson 
High for a year and a half until the evacutation t when he \tent to 
Salt Lake to the Westminister Presbyterian Academy, and later to a 
Chicago High School* He was not able to receive his diploma there 
because Jefferson High in Portland f^Led to transfer his credits to 
Chicago.

As the need seemed great9 JIddbot applied as Japanese language 
instructor at several eastern universities* He was accepted at Tale I 
At first he taught about what they were likely to raaet in
Japan9 as well as the Japanese languagey but recently he has been 
promoted to teaching officers only —  majors and the like*

Jiraray is a fine example of growth in confidence and self-expression* 
He speaks excellent ^nglisii now and has a most pleasing personality*

NOTE 9 l^|io Maehara attended not only high school and business eollege here 
in Portland but also a Japanese language school* She went to Japan to 
study in 1938 and returned in 19Ul, one of the last Kibei to leave 
Japan before Pearl Harbor* Evacuated to Ontario, she got a 
secretarial job in an attorney*s office, where she did such fine work 
she attracted the attention of the publishing staff of THE PAGIFI<3 
CITIZEN at Salt Lake City, even the office of this publishing
firm did not hold her long, 3he is now teaching Japanese language at 
the University of Michigan*

NOTE 10 —  Masaski gqjihara was a junior at Lincoln High vhen he was evacuated 
to Huntf where he was graduated* He attended Ottawa College until he 
was of service age| then he went to Fort Schnelling to take special 
training in the Japanese language, so as to be of most use to this 
countiy#

NISEI IN THE WOMEN聲S AUXILIAEr CORPS

(AUTHOR*S NOTEt Since the next two cases reflect such a typical composite 
picture of the struggles of the Niseif I am devoting more space to them*
These stories were corrtribirted by Southworth)

NOTE 11•»- Pfc* Grace Giese (n«e K\mtazawa) enlisted in the VQSC last June upon her 
graduation Irom the University of Missouri where she had majored i n , 
bacteriology* Back of her graduation^ a fact which she accomplished 
with hî ti standing and entirely at her own expense f lies a miniature 
classic success story, the sort with which the history of the United 
States of America is replete*

Qrace Kumazawa was born in Sherwood, Oz^gonf on December 2 , 1920, 
the oldest child of an intelligent Japanese farmer and his picture 
bride* The father had been in the United States since
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1890# had worked at all sorts of jobs up and down the Pacific coast# 
had acquired an education, and with it a high regard for the American 
way of doing things, a regard which he instilled into his children 
along with •Uie j^iilosophy that wIn the United States you can get as 
maeh education as you want and make a fine and successful life for 
yourself if you are willing to work.11

Qrace is a girl virth a high order of Intelligence^ boundless good 
health, and thorou^ily independent ndnd* This latter fact she 
demonstrated at the age of sixteen*

The fajidly had moved in the late to a small farm at
Scappoose, Oregon, where the mother and children raised a gaorden and 
poultry, kept a oow or two, rabbits, and a growing kennel of foxes.
The father worked for the railroad company* children attended the
district school, where they were the only Japanese members} Grace 
entered Scappoose High School and the family was 11011 on the way to 
successful establishment* But in 1936 the father was killed in a 
construction accident* The family, of course, was eligible fop 
incMstrial compensation, and as soon as the news found its way back to 
Japan, the male relatives there inaaediately broiight pressure to bear 
upon the widow to return there with her children* Since there were no 
relatives hers, the mother vas finally persuaded that she could do 
better her family by going back to Japan, but flrom the first Grace 
opposed the idea, saying that her father woiild not want it that way# 
for he had desired his children to grow up to be "Americans 細• without 
an accent !n The girl consented to go to Japan as a visitor only, and 
she was firm in her determination in the face of pressures from her 
Japanese relatives and the ultimate tears of her mother* After less 
that seven months in Japan, during which time she had not only puzzled 
but antagonized her relatives, she departed on her retura to the 
United States, completely contemptuous of the sacred folderol of 
Japanese customs and conventionalities* The best she could say for 
Japan was that the place was ^quaint11* »

Upon her return to Oregon she took a job as household helper and 
entered Iincoln Hi^i School where she was gradiaated in June, 19U〇#
During her summers she went into the fields to work for th«
Japanese farmers around Sresham, and being a strong and skillful 
worker, she was able to amass a small bank account and was at all times 
well-clothed, propertly supplied with books and school equipment, and 
did not behave any differently from the average girl who has money for 
a coke after school and a movie on Saturday aftemooh*

In the fall of 19110 she entered the University of Oregon* She was 
supplied with a pret*^r and suitable wardrobe (which she had designed and 
made herself) # and she had a job as household assistant In a pro­
fessor^ home in Eugene. Duilng her first year in college she picked 
up odd jobs of typing and maintained such a high standard of ©x» 
cellence in her scholarship that in her second year she was made a 
lab assistant in the department of biology. She was making a name 
for herself in the science department.
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!Hxen in the spring of 19h2 came the order for evacuation. It 
was A bitter experience to leave the beloved university and enter and 
^Assembly Center"* Life there was almost unbearable for this ambitious 
and high»spriited girl, and -sidien, within three weeks of entering, 
there came from Eastern Oregon a call for volunteers to work in the 
sugar beet Helds, she and her younger brother and sister (nho had 
followed her from Jajnn ) volunteered. They spent the summer and 
until late fall crawling between the beet rows under the blistering 
sun* Undaunted, they went on to onions, lettuce, potatoes, fruit*
The work was hard, the heat terrific, the lining conditions in the 
’*labor damp” uncomfortablej but there were <somp8ns麇tionsj there was 
freedom from the barbed-wire enclosure, and there were good wages.
In iiie fall of 19U2 Grace entered College of Idaho at Caldwell as 
a junior* She won respect, admiration, and friendship there, and 
she would have remained to graduate except that the oourses in science 
were limited. Investigation showed that th© University of Missouri 
had the courses she desired and they would accept her* After another 
sumer in the fields, she entered the Missouri U in the fall of 1914.3# 
a senior in bacteriology* She was happy at Missourif made raary friends 
there, and it was t^iere also that she met Ralph Giese, an aviation 
cadet from Cleveland, Ohio# were married on Chris 1aaas E v e , 191Uu
Here we have one of the despised ^mixed marriagesn• Whether it succeeds 
or not only time can tell# In the meantime Pfc* Grace Giese serves as 
chief sorologist with the WAC Medical Detachment at Gamp Crowd©r# 
Missouri*

NOTE 12 —  Pfc. Frances Kumazawa is the youngest of the trio of Kuraazawas who left 
the ^IsseraEIy^enter^ to work in the beet fields# Aged seventeen^ she 
had just finished her junior year at Gresham High School, and after her 
sumn»r of hard work she entered Ifyssa High School and was graduated in 
the spring of 19113• Having passed eighteenth birthday, she en­
listed in the Amgr Niirses* Training Corps and took a year of basio 
pre-nursing at the Eastern Oregon College of Education. By the 
teachers and students there she was happily acceptedf for she is an 
intelligent and charming glrlj but in her duties on the floor of the 
local hospital at La Grande, she met bitter antagonism from some of 
the patients* Moreover, the hospital at The Dalles, ^iere that 
contingent of trainees was to enroll in the fall of X9hh$ refused to 
accept a Nlsei# giving as an excuse that the hospital was in IJie 
Western Defense Command even after she had special permission from 
the War Department to return there.

Finally she was accepted by a hospital in Salt Lake, only to meet 
with trouble at the University of Utah where she must enroll for certain 
coiarses in connection with the nurses* training. Utah refused to 
recognize the credits which she had made as a high school freshman in 
Japan. She had ho pi*oper transcript of these credits, althoxigh both 
Gresham and l̂ jrssa High Schools had accepted them# Finally, in sheer 
exasperation, Frances transferred to the WAC, and she is now serving 
as a ineiaber of the Medical Detachment at Gamp Crowder^ Missouri*
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HOOD RIVER ORGHAiiDISTS — •

HOTE 13 • T. Satら  Issel, came to Hood Hiver in 1907 and cleared land for eight 
dollars an acre* He was hard-working and thrifty； but also ambitious 
for his children, ^iom he sent to college*

NOTE II4 •* Ray Sato, son of T* Satof was graduated from Oregon State College in 
丄 is an expert on insect pests and all mettez*s pertaining to 
Orchard care* He was one of the first three Japanese to return to 
Hood filver after the release order of Decaaber 17* He found his big 
orchard in great need of attentioら  because the Caucasian tenants had 
done no spraying, pruning 9 nor fertilizing, and had let 也 e go01ers 
burrow eveiywhere, playing havoc with the irrigation trenches* He and 
his father pruned the 20 acres of trees alone. Fortunately for them 
another Japanese famLl^r has now moved in to help them through the 
harvest season*

NOtE 15 * K* N〇j1i operates two orchards for his sons, the owners, one of whom is 
lb the service; the other, on call. He came to Hood Kiver in 1907 and 
worked his way up* His wife v&s a picture bride*

NOTE 16 H» Hamada and his vife were a lonesome and depressed pair of Issei when 
they returned to their place £rom tile center Uiis spring* Their two 
boys are in service and they are growing old* Inhere could they find 
help? His two sturc^r daughters^ aged 20 and lU# respectively, stepped 
into the breach and are now doing a creditable job .replacing their 
brothers* Another Japanese and his wife have also arrived at the f a m  
to give aldj so they are feeling much more cheerful now,

NOTE 17 • C. Watanabe lives with his family near Odell, out from Hood Ri-ver, and 
has a large orchard of apples, pears, cherries. When I visited him,
X found hia out spraying trees with the aid of a son and a daughter, 
who had just arrived from Salt Lake where she had been attending a 
business college,

— NISEI IN THE PROFESSIONS —

OPTOMETRIi

NOTE 18 - Dr. Newton Qyesugl is a graduate of Lincoln Hi^i and North Pacific
College of uptoraetay, of which he bacame the owner in later years* He 
practiced optometiy in downtown Portland for three years and became the 
president of the Japanese«American Citizen^ League* He was the first 
to leaTO the relocation center to attend an eastern college «— ► Earlhara 
in Indiana, owned by the Ftiends, where he got his A* B»degree* From 
instructor in the Chicago College oX Optoi^tiy he advanced to its 
dean in a very short period of time* He is working at present on a 
new course in orUioptics*

MEDICAL STUDENTS1

NOTE 19 - John Uchijama, born near Corvallis, attended hiĝ i school at Cornelius 
wEere his people had bought a farm and built a home#
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Upon evacuation he went to salt Lake City Medical School, He is now 
in the third year of the Oregon Medical School.

NOTE 20 • Abe O^amada, son of a former Portland dentist, is also in his third 
year at tSe University of Oregon Medical School* He is a "veteran of 
World War II.

NOTE 2 1 - Eddie IJjresugi, Newton1 s brother, also attended Earlham University, He 
plans now \o work for his Master*s degree in biology and attend the 
medical school*

SOCIOLOOTSTi

HOTE 22 • Reiko Ozumana, graduate of Jefferson High, was at Willamette University 
wRen tFie order came for evacuation. She got her A. B* degree at 
Earlham, where she did such outstanding work she won a scholarship 
for her Master*s degree in sociology at Chicago University* She is 
attractive, charming, and her pretty head has more than its share of 
brains•

MUSICIAN*

NOTE 23 •* Jfesuko Taubota. native of Maryhill, studied piano for two years at the 
University of Washington* When she w as evacuated to Ontario, she 
worked as a maid, also accepting the position of organist at ihe 
United Presbyteidan Church there. Her talent was so outstanding that 
she was given a scholarship to Sterling College, Kansas, which has a 
fine music department. She won high honors in the national music 
auditions and was awarded a c ourse at the Chautauqua summer terra in 
Ifew York. At present she is finishing her sedond year in the 
Julliard School of Music in New York City.

TEACHEEt

HOTE Zk ̂  Frances Maeda attended Willamette University and the University of 
Ijenver. Sie was active in the Portland Japanese H. E# Church and 
became secretary of the Girlsf Reserve office of the Portland !•¥•0• A* 
She attended the WORLD CONFEHENCE OF CHRISTIAN YOUTH at Amsterdam 
Holland, in 1939* After evacuation, she accepted the position of 
private secretary to Miss Ruth Seabury, Director of Foreign Missions 
for Congregational Christian Ghruches, headquarters, Boston*

NURSE,

HĈ PE 26 - Maye Konno, graduate of Rednwnd High, came to Portland for her ntarse^ 
training at Good Samaritan Hospital, where she was graduated in 19Ul*
She has been making her home In St, Louis where she got her B* S, degree



this spring in Public Health nursing and where she is not doing 
field work*

— . BUSINESS GEtRIE —

NOTE 27 - Maipr O^awa, graduate of Hood River Hi^i (19l<2), evacuated to Tuie Lake 
dentsr an3 went from theieto Cleveland, Ohio, where she was secretaxy 
in a high school* She is now working in the local W  R A office and 
living at International House.

NOTE 28 • Mlyo Tsuboi, small, attriactive, good-natured, was graduated from
Mncoln Higk in three and a half years. At Minidoka she got a clerical 
job in the supply section of the AdmirtLstration area* In January， ！19143， 
she was made the secretary and finally ended as supervisor!

NOTE 29 • Jeanne Konno. graduate of Redmond Union High acted as secretary
arid receptionist at the Heart Mountain Dental Clinic and later -worked 
in the Relocation Division office at Minidoka# At present she is with 
the Portland W  R A staff,

— EARLY JAPANESE IN OREGON —

NOTE 3〇 • Survivors of Wrecked Japanese Junlc off Cape Flattery in 玉83lu • • • •
ffie junk, boun<TTor"Ye<ldo, carrying rTce andf porceSSln was cau^it in a 
tyjdioon# With rudder smashed, the ship drifted eastward with the wind 
and current for months ♦ steady diet of i*ice brou^it on scaae fatal
disease •—  perhaps beri beri and all the crew died except three*
When the junk piled up on the Oregon ocast Just south of Gape Flattery 
in January, the survivors were picked up by the Indians • Tne Japarxese 
finally were able to send a mess&ge written in wchinese characters1® 
to Dr* McLoughlin at the Vancouver post,

Br. McLaughlin rescued them the Indians, gathered from them the
main facts of their experience, allowed them to attend the sdbooi 
tnugjit by Cyras Shepard (who reports they were remarkably studious 
and that wthey made very rapid improvement"), and then tried to return 
them to Japan. In this latter undertaking iie attempted to enlist 
English assistance in ncracking open** a Japanese port to British tradef 
but to no avail•

The three survivors sailed for London in November on board the nEaglewf 
(laden with the annual cargo of furs), but -when the British govern­
ment could not take over the job of returning them to Japan, another 
ship of the company sailed them to Tokyo only to meet with a firm 
denial of entrance* They sailed to Macao, China, where they settled 
and were useful in teaching the missionaries there the Japaneae langua^*

NOTE 3 1 - Ranald MacDonald, the FIRST TEACHER OF ENGLISH in JAPAN, l3i*2 —
Hanald Mac&onaldT, a native of Oregon, the son of Archibald MacDonald, 
chief factor of the Hudson*s Bay Ccsnpaî y*, and Princess Sunday was
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imbued with a great desire to visit the forbidden land of Japan from 
which the three strange survivors had come. The enthralling and true 
story of how he accomplished this purpose and lived for mazyr months 
as 攻 prisoner in Japan is told in his own words in a book that read@r8 
may find in the Oregon Historical Library. (See Bibliography.) He 
traveled in the polite custoĉ jr of the Japanese officials all the way 
from the island of lesso in the north to the city of Nagasaki in the 
south, recording his i^ressions of this secluded island entire befor® 
it was opened to the outside world and had copied man〇r of the bad habits 
of tlie vest>« How he finalXy escaped "to tell the taXe makes good 
reading, too.

The historical sequel is thisj Not only did Hanald MacDonaM 
learn to speak Japanese but he taught several Japanese to speak fluent 
English. One of these young men named Murayama, whom MacDonald 
describes as highly inteXligent^ a natural b o m  linguist# and a lovsibXo 
conqpanion, served as the chief interpreter in the negotiations with 
Commodore Perry eleven years later!

* SiS Firs^ Japanese Settler in Oregon, Suzuki Kinzo, came in 1361 a 
i*ei\igee Uroin his native land• Curing tiie years he a.'t'tended tiie
Portland High SchooX his natural abiXity and studious habits won for
him a place at the head of his classes in matheraatics and histoiy*
Years later, while he was in San Francisco, he met the first Japanese 
delegation ever to visit the United States, but he declined their 
offer to become inteipreter in order to continue his work in Portland.
Howe^r， ia^ber he accepted a diplomatic job, secretary of th© Japancs©
delegation to London* As a representative of the Tokyo .foreign office, 
he was a visitor also at the courts of Spain and Portugal*

33 - Ihe First Japanese Woman Settler in Oregon, Miyo Iwakoshi, was brought 
here in 18^6 from Japan as a younF"girl by a l ^ t a i n  Smth. Six years 
later S* Takagi came to Portland from San Francisco and married her«
H© started a restaurairt here, tlie iirsii Japanese exrtcrpris© in Oregon.

— RELOCATION PERIOD —

« Fumie Marumoto Sakano was in the tuberculosis hospital when the 
evacuation was ordered* She was allowed to st»ay here during th® 
relocation period and reports that she was very kindly treated. Her 
father settled here about forty-five years ago. Furoie is a graduate 
of Lincoln High and at present makes her home with Miss % b e l  Downs,

3ぢ . Hoover l^eda« 16, was a student at Hunt before he transferred 
to Portland, A quick, intelligent student, he deplored the lack of
good teachers 今t> Minidoka —• and especially th© constairt changes in 
"the iacuity# (He had nine different "teachers in one of hxs courses •) 
Someti聰 s the seniors had to take over some classes, birt Charles
beXievBs that̂  in a few cas€s they vieẑ  more effective &s teachers 
than some of the Caucasian adults they had.
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NOTE 36 •  M aiy S a i k i ,  a  r e s id e n t  o f  O regon f o r  37 y e a r s ,  i s  th e  D anish  w ife  o f  
an  i n v a l i d  J a p a n e s e # s t i l l  a t  M in idoka* She was a  d i e t i c i a n  a t  the 
Hood B iv e r  H o s p i t a l  when she met Mr* S a i k i  an d  m a rr ie d  him . From 
1920 • 1 9 ^ 1  th e y  o p e ra te d  a  p r im ro se  and f lo w e r  b u s in e s s  i n  (iresham# 
A f t e r  h e r  husband s u f f e r e d  a  stroke in  1931# M aiy S a i k i  o o n tin u e d  th e  
b u s in e s s  u n t i l  19U l« when e v a c u a t io n  fo r c e d  h e r  to  s e l l  a t  a  g r e a t  l o s s *  
B e in g  a  C a u c a s ia n , sh e  c o u ld  have rem ained  o u t s id e  th e  r e l o c a t io n  camp, 
b u t  sh e ch ose  to  s t a y  w ith  h e r  h u sb an d , e x c e p t  f o r  a few p e r io d s  when 
sh e w ould ta k e  work o u t s id e  t o  in c r e a s e  th e  fa m ily  income and buy fo o d  
more e d ib le  th an  the camp f a r e  f o r  h e r  husband and  h e r s e l f .  H er d i e t e t i c  
t r a in in g  made h e r  s e n s i t i v e  t o  th e  f a c t  t h a t  the fo o d  w as t h i r d  g r a d e , 
r e j e c t e d  by  th e  airmy —  some o f  i t  m oldy* Ilie  r e s u l t  w as a  r e c u r r in g  
pp idem ic o f  d ia r r h e a  through  th e  csunsp* Mary S a i k i  h a s  ta k e n  c r e a t iv e  
w r i t in g  c l a s s e s  un der Mrs# P a rso n s  a t  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  Oregon and h a s  
w r i t t e n  some poems on Ja p a n e se  f o l k - t a l e s  th a t  have been  p u b lis h e d .
Her poem "Common T hings'* was c o n s id e r e d  one o f  th e  tw e n t y * f i t e  b e s t  
poems o f  1931 •

NOTE 37 *• T* Xamada# owner o f  th e  Wabash H o te l i n  P o r t la n d , can  ch u ck le  now a s
T a i l s  tae  story  o f  h i s  r e tu r n  to  P o r t la n d , one o f  th e  f i r s t  t o  a r r iv e  

a f t e r  th e  r e l e a s e  o rd e r  on December 1 7 *  M h ile  e n r o u te , he w ent in to  
th e  d in e r  and was s e a te d  o p p o s i te  a  burl^r lo o k liig  in d iv id u a l  who de­
manded to  know im m ed iate ly  i f  he were Ja p a n e se  o r  C h in ese  i Mr* I"am ada*s 
d azed  r e p ly  s u r p r i s e d  him a s  much a s  th e  s t r a n g e r j  " I  —  I fm b o t h !B 
F o r tu n a te ly  th e  C a u c a s ia n  had  a  se n se  o f  humor and th ey  were soon  
c h a t t in g  a m ic a b ly . L a t e r  i n  P o r t la n d , when Mr. Yamada had r e g i s t e r e d  
a t  a  s m a ll  h o t e l ,  he d is c o v e r e d  th e  p r o p r i e t o r  to  be a  C h in e se , who, 
t a k in g  him f o r  a  fe l lo w  C h in e se , i n s i s t e d  on t a lk in g  to  him in  h i s  
n a t iv e  to n gu e* lam ad a , o f  c o u r s e ,  d id n f t  u n d e rsta n d  a  w o rd , had
t o  adm it he w as Ja p a n e se  a n d  checked  o u t  a s  q u ie t ly  a s  p o s s i b l e *

The b e s t  p a :r t  o f  M s  homecoming 说 s  th e  welcome a cco rd e d  him 
by h i s  many o ld  C a u c a s ia n  te n a n ts  and f r ie n d s  a t  h i s  h o t e l *

— ANTI-JAPANESE ACTIVITIES —

NOTE 33 -  C* G* S c h n e id e r , Gresham a t t o r n e y ,  s e c r e t a r y  o f  th e  Ja p a n e se  E x c lu s io n  
L eagu e# s a i d  £n  an  in te r v ie w  t h a t  he f e e l s  he knows th e  Ja p a n e se  v ery  
w e l l ,  t h a t  th e y  a r e  e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  from  A m erican s, d i f f i c u l t  to  
u n d e rs ta n d , and n o t t o  be t r u s t e d . • • t h a t  75^ them have d u a l c i t i z e n *  
s h ip ,  t h a t  a i l  d u a l  c i t i z e n s  sh o u ld  be p u t o u t o f  th e  c o u n try * (We 
sh o u ld  amend o u r  im n d g ra tio n  丄aws to  o u s t  arマbod^ who does n o t  a s k  f o r  
n a t u r a l i z a t io n  p a p e r s  w ith in  tw elve  m onths*； Mr, S c h n e id e r  b e l i e v e s  
i t  was a  grav@ m is ta k e  to  l e t  th e  Ja p a n e se  come back  b e fo re  th e  end o f  
tlie  v a r 9 a s  i t  open s th e  d oo r to  s a b e te u r s  now o p e r a t in g  h ere  on a  
l a r g e  s c a l e f se n d in g  back  m e ssag e s  to  Tokyo co n ce rn in g  th e  lo c a t io n  o f  
b a l lo o n  la n d in g s  h e re  on the c o a s t#  The E x c lu s io n  League w ould n o t  
e x c lu d e  Jew s and o th e r  m in o r i t i e s ,  he s a i d ,  b e ca u se  th e r e  ai?e r e a l l y  
some f i n も N egroes and Je w s， Even C h in ese  a r e  som etim es ta k en  in t o  the
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Mason lodge, showing that thei can become decant human beings3 but 
there are no Japanese Masonsi they would have to a vow their belief in 
a Supreme Being, which Japanese w ill not do.

The solution to the problem will come fast enough, he continued, 
after our boys get home fj*om the Pacific. Nobody out there would favor 
the retura of Japanese here, although a few of our soldiers in Italy

Probably the 25 Japanese-American bqys from Gresham n〇fw in service 
are loyal* As a matter of fact, some of the Nisei helped ferret out 
strange Japanese who came here just before Pearl Harbor♦ Two of our 
oldest settlers in the Gresham comm\mity, however, were taken in by 
the F*B,I. •• which again shows you cannot trust any of them,

NOTE 39 - Highlights of Gresham mass rneeting March 1 3 , 19U5, called by anti-
Japanese group t ¢.15, ScRneider, the chairman, introduced Mr* Warren 
Erwin, state representative, who supported a memorial in the 
Legislature, advocating permanent exclusion of the Japanese and 
stating ther6 would be guerrilla warfare if they were not amoved!

Mr. Frey of Hood Elver said the Japanese population here had 
ali-eaĉ y been reduced 80^ and he hoped they could keep it down to one 
or two people.

Following the introduction of a one-amed Marine veteran from the 
Pacific, an attorney from Seattle, Mr. Crandell, gave a good rabble- 
rousing speech filled with the usual prejudices:

1 .  No American can compete with the Japanese. They drag down 
our standard of living.

2. They spawn like fish*

3# They are clannish -- and cannot be assimilated*

Their children go to Americ.an schools but on Saturday you see 
those children wsneak stealthily1* to some Japanese sdtiool.

弓， After four generations here they continue the same treachery, 
the same deceit#

6* The only good Jap is a dead J^p •

I'tr. A, E, McCroskey, also of Seattle, one of the two chief pro­
moters of the Northwest movement against the Japanese, spoke on the 
program for organ!zationi the $10.CX) initiation fee, the $1*00 a 
month dues, to be used in sending lobbyists to Washington, D. C* to 
print their own newspapers, etc*



(For a complete report on this meeting, written by a Gresham 
citizen, see B, Stevens* scrapbook#)

NOTE J*0 <• From the storpr in TIME, April X6, X9b̂ t "Seattle^ paunchy, cigar*
smoking promoter, Arthur J# ^tchie,tt is portrayed surveying a "Sugar 
maple for the right place to cut for sap,H and it states th6 nsap 
bucket is filling up fast#w His newest idea* ^Why not band the 
nation1s Japanese»haiers together and put the whole business on a 
paying basis?"

wLast year he drew a nice, Sull bucket with a book, nThe Pacific 
Northwest Goes to War*1, He charged business men $200.00 a page for 
eulogy, l5〇*〇〇 apiece for a picture j then sold the copies at fe.00 
©ach.tt

It was reported further that Mr* Ritchie with a friend, A* £• 
McCroskey, had helped the Gresham group to organize and adopt the 
new name, nThe Japanese Exclusion League**, with initiation fees and 
dues* Ralph Hanan, the League treasurer and a Greshara grocer, 
naively saidi **Why, the initiation fees go to Mr, Ritchie and Ifr. 
McCroskey, They turn in an expense accoxint every monldi and get the 
balance for education*11

The article reports further on organization activities around 
Seattle and concludesi

f,Appalled ministers issued a protest* *It is unthinkable that we 
at home should be false to those ideals for which our sons have been 
asked to pay so hi^i a price1*w

NOTE 1*1• The Reverend John 抱 goon， who presided at the Gresham meeting of ■tiiose 
protesting tiie activities of the Japanese Exclusion League, has been 
courageous in his stand for fair play and Christian behavior* At the 
meeting of March he, as a member of the American Legion, made a 
deep impression on tiie audience by reading the constitution of the 
Legion witti its w ell-stated principles of democracy,

NOTE k2 » Mayor Joe Meyer of Hood River is one of "Uie leaders of the anti-
^Japanese organization in his city. In reply to the question as to how 
he thought the people of Hood River feel about the Japanese, Mayor 
Meyer said flatly* n9〇% are against the Japs 1 — Why? Well, because 
we trusted them so completely while ttiey were here among us, while all 
the time they were plotting our defeat andcbwnfall# They were just 

• waiting to stab us in the back* One of our leading merchants was 
Xasui* He was a member of our Rotary Club* Bat I*m sure he -was work­
ing for Tokyo -• probably he even knew that Japan was preparing to 
attack usl Anyway, hefs now in the hands of the F. B« I.

wFurthermore, the Japanese came into this valley, picked up good 
land here, crowding out the whites* The Japanese government furnished 
the 1110ne/| at least, we traced some of the sources of their money as 
far as S e a t t l e J a p s  had money here during the depression, vhen

•3弓_



nobotfy i n  th e  v a l l e y  had  O f c o u r s e ,  th e y  g o t  h e lp  o u t s id e *

"The fa rm e rs  o f  t h i s  v a l l e y  o b je c t  t o  corapeting w ith Ja p a n e se  
farm  la b o r  • •  where a l l  th e  fa m ily  g e t s  o u t and w orks on th e  la n d *

uThe J a p s  have a l l  the good la n d *

^They a r e  v e iy  c la n n ish #  They ta k e  no p a r t  in  o u r  c i v i c  e n t e r p r i s e s ,  
b u t t h e i r  d i i ld r e n  do make good s tu d e n t s *

^We m ust l e t  the Ja p a n e se  know th e y *r e  n o t welcome h e r e * w

NOTE it3 m W ilbu r A n d erson , Country S c h o o l S u p e r in te n d e n t o f  Hood R iv e r  C o u n l^  
seem ea r a t h e r  p a s s iv e  i n 1113 a t t i t u d e ,  ife w ould r a t i ie r  s e e  tHe 
Ja p a n e se  s t a y  aw ay* He s a y s  th e  B oard  o f  h i s  County U n its  h a s  d ec id e d  
i f  any te a c h e r  r e f u s e s  to  te a c h  any J a p a n e se  c h i l d ,  th ey  w i l l  ^ u s t  g e t  
a n o th e r  t e a c h e r  auad tliu s a v o id  t r o u b le *  H is  w ife  b e l ie v e s  th e  Hood 
f i iv e r  community i s  ab o u t d iv id e d  ^ 0 *^ 0  on th e  Ja p a n e se  i s s u e *  M rs, 
A nderson  b e l i e v e s  th e  r e a s o n  t h a t  p r a c t ic a X ly  a l l ,  o f  the Ja p a n e se  
have n o t come ru sh in g  b ack  to  Hood R iv e r  i s  due t o  th e  e v id e n ce  o f  
t h e i r  n o t .being welcome to  so  many c i t i z e n s  in  Hood f iiv e r *  M r. A nderson 
b e l i e v e s ,  h ow ever, t h a t  th e r e  w i l l  be no T,in c id e n t s n —  t h a t  th e  
m a jo r i ty  o f  c i t i z e n s  o f  the co u n ty  and c i t y  w ould n o t coun ten an ce any 
v io le n c e •

NOTE kk ^ G . Newkom, T r e a su r e r  o f  th e  A pple G row ers* A s s o c ia t io n ,  s a y s  h i s  
o r g a n iz a t io n  h a s  c o n t r a c t s  w ith  s e v e r a l  Ja p a n e se  g ro w e rs j hence th e  
Ja p a n e se  can  e x e r c i s e  t h e i r  c o n t r a c t u r a l  r i g h t s  in  Hood R iv e r  l e g a l l y *  
Some o f  th e  members o f  th e  A pple G row ers* A s s o c ia t io n  su p p o r t  them — 

o th e r s  have jo in e d  th e  o p p o s it io n #  H r* Newkoni t a k e s  iio s i d e s  —  
ŵ 5r pp im aiy  aim  i s  harmony in  th e A, Q. A#n

NOTE 沾 •  M rs• Max L . Moore,， who o p e r a te s  M oore’ s  E l e c t r i c  (Jo• ,  i s  th e  g r e a t -  
granST*daughter 〇£  a  harc^jr p io n e e r  who a r r iv e d  by Ox team away back  in  
1814iu  The M oores have r e s id e d  i n  Hood R iv e r  e v e r  s in c e .  M rs* Moore 
grew up w ith  Ja p a n e se  p e o p le  nho l i v e d  i n  h e r  own home a s  h o u seh o ld  
w o rkers ―  b u t a l s o  a s  w e l l- lo v e d  members o f  the f a m ily  group# She 
i s  p e r s o n a l ly  known and h ig h ly  re g a rd e d  by a l l  th e  s t a b l e  s e t t l e r s  in  
Hood B iv e r ,  in c lu d in g  th e Ja p a n e se  g ro u p * She knows and tz m sts  th e  
Ja p a n e se  and d isc o u n t s  th e  c h a rg e s  made a g a in s t  them a s  j u s t  w ild  and 
unfounded p r e ju d ic e s #  I n  o rd e r  to  com bat th e  c a r e f u l l y  n u r tu re d  
h o s t i l i t y  tow ard  th e  Ja p a n e se  i a  Hood % v e r ,  sh e  h a s  h e lp e d  t o  o rgan ­
i z e  th e  Hood % v e r  County Leagu® f o r  L ib e r ty  and J u s t i c e .  They have 
met ab o u t tw ic e  m onthly a t  the p a r i s h  house o f  th e  E p is c o p a l  Church* 
T h e ir  p u rp o se  to  c o u n te r a c t  w ild  p ro pagan d a  w ith  sound f a c t s  —  a l s o  
w ith  a  program  o f  e d u c a t io n  in  i n t e r c u l t u r a l  r e l a t i o n s .

D r* L loy d  Thomas, the new r e c t o r  o f  th e  Hood K iv e r  E p is c o p a l  
Chuzxsh, member o f  th e  m i n i s t e r i a l  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  newly a r r iv e d  from  
C a l i f o r n i a ,  where he saw a t  f i r s t  hand how th e  h o s t i l e  o r g a n iz a t io n s  
w orkf i s  le n d in g  b i s  a c t iv e  su p p o r t  t o  th e  o r g a n iz a t io n *  He w i l l  
sp e a k  on i n t e r - r a c i a l  p ro b lem s a t  th e  n e x t m eetin g  o f  th e  L eagu e  on
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July 27# The organization plans to urge that once each month 
inter«<jultural probleras be discussed from each pulpit in the county.

The League succeeded in getting Sergeant Qosho (one of the heroes 
of Merrill^ Marauders) to speak at a well-attended meeting at 1iie 
Hood River Methodist Church and also to present him at the Parkdale 
Coiranunity Church*

The Hood River League for Idberty and Justice sponsored the 
showing of the movie "Challenge to DemocracyM, which showed the life 
of the evacuees at the Heart Mountain 8enter#

Mrs. Moore believes that about 1CX) Japanese have returned to the 
Hood River community* n0nly about 7〇 or 8〇 families ever did live 
here,’* she says#

In response to a question on the social relations between the 
Caucasian young people and the Nisei at Hood River, Mrs. Moore replied 
that in school, all extra-curricular activities were performed together 
Tari'ttiout <3iscriminationj in fact, at one time, at do'Ui Parkdale and 
Hood River, th.e presidents of the student bodies were Japanese, They seeiT©d to ^fit in11 during their school life; but after graduation, 
segregation seems to occur once iaoret She believes this isnft be­
cause the Japanese are more clannish than arorbocfy else, but because 
they are proud and sensitive to any feeling against them*

Occasionally they attended social affairs of* si eoummity group 
such as the Grange, wh^re only once, Mrs, Mooi*© says, she saw the 
Caucasians dancing with the Japanese# Up to the present time, 
the hostility has been manufactured, the feeling of opposition has 
not been deep-rooted, and is on the wane a gain even now, she thinks* 
?fer<diants and bankers in Hood River have always solicited business 
fi*ora the Japanese because they were such good payers. They even paid 
during the ciepresslon when the Caucasians did not*

Pearl Buck, who corresponds with Mrs* Moore, was instrumental in. 
helping to get down an anti-Japanese sign in a Hood River Chinese 
restaurant.

NOTE 1*6 * Sherwood ^Free Hass Meeting for all those who wsmt Japs off the 
Pacific Coasttt (In tHe words of the handbill). About 200 people 
attended, mostly fanners* One attender reports the use of horror 
pictures and a crippled Marine, whom he describes as obviously a 
mental case because he w as incoherent in his remarks with blanks in 
his speech sometimes as much as a minute long, in spite of the apparent 
fact that the questions and answers had been rehearsed* The usukl 
charges were madej nNo good Japs", etc"••••also charges that the 
relocation centers have luxuries that farmers cannot afford, yet the 
Japanese Uiei*e keep demanding more conveniences 1 The climax of the 
meeting cane when Mr, ifcCroskey asked, "How many here don*t want the
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Japs back?w About 90% held up their hands* Nerti "How maiy of you 
are willing to put $10*00 into tMs?" Only about 18 people wanted to 
go that far#

MOTE U7 • The Mass Meeting at Tigard詹 which did not pan out well for the
Exclusion League f o r c e s ,  ITad been anticipated by* some o f  the town*s 
enlightened citizens idio had heard the report of the meeting in 
Sherwood the week previous* They not only protested the use o f  the 
hi^i school building (which had been secured through a misunder^ 
standing) but they distributed several pieces of literature to 
counteract the propaganda as the crawa was entering the meeting hall. 
エnside, ■various citizens and students challenged statements made by 
the speakers and they walked out o f  the meeting in a body, leaving 
only about forty people • Out of these, only a very few signed up 
witii the IfeCroskesy forces,

— TiSrffOMRT QUAKERS FOR RETURNING JAPAHESS—

NOTE kQ

NOTE U9

The Japanese Hostel at JlS N, ¥ • 16th Ave*, Portland, was once a big 
residence* adding a big assemoly room at the rear it was converted 
into the Japanese M # E. Chruch. Its living rooms and kitchen made it 
a useful social center, too. Since it has another big dormitory rocaa 
and kitchen upstairs, it serves a great need at the present time in 
housing newly arrived Japanese (ab about 50¢ a day) until they can get
back into their own houses or £ind other quarters. The ¥ H A lent 
some cots and other necessities for the undertaking. About 10 to 12 
people are usually in residence there, according to the manager, Miss 
Alice Finley#

Miss FLnley-j who spent over thirty-five years as a missionary in 
Japan at Kogoshima and on Okinawa —  seems an ideal person for her 
work at the hostel* Since she speaks Japanese, she can discuss their 
prob丄ems with the troubled Issei*

Portland International House at 172^ E* Wasco is another kind of 
liostib丄, for weicoraes people of all the minorities that meet
dlscii.mina'Dion, especially in housing. At present there are about 
four Nisei丄iving there —  one yo\ing man and three girls, along with 
a Russian, a Chinese, three Negroes and several Caucasians, all under 
the intelligent managen^nt of Mrs* Benwyk. It is operated on a 
cooperative basis, all of those in residence contributing a share of 
tiie work# It is proviiog a fine example of international cooperation#
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APPENDIX II

QUOTATIOHS TO SUPPORT POINTS IU THE OUTONE 

— MILITARY SERVICE OF THE NISEI —

A . Lt* General Mark Clark in a laessage to his Japanese*American soldiers,
"3ulyT?, I^UIj nIou are always thinking of yoar country before yourselves.
You have never complained through your long periods in the line. You have 
written a brilliant chapter in the history of the fighting nien of Africa*
Xou are always ready to close with the eneiny, and you have always defeated 
him. The 3Uth Division is proud of you and the -whole United States is 
proud of you#H •

B. Tribute of an iiaportant U* S, military officer in the South Pacifie； w0n 
our Pacific fronts the thousand"Hisei in the lirEelligence, ra<lio, and other 
units, are uniquely valuable• I say deliberately that they can contribute 
本ore per man than ar〇r other racial group in our victory over Japan* They 
have proved their loyalty by risking or giving their litres* They are play­
ing a part in winning the war far oeyond that played by those non-*coiabatants
safe at home who have glibly assailed the loyalty and Americanism of all 

Nisei —  who would deny th^a the rights we are fighting to preserve*M

— CHARACTEHISTIGS OF JAPANESE-AlffiRICANS —

C« From H# A, Millis, tt，Ebe Japanese Problem in the United States,*i "Japanese 
tenants improve "tke land while white tenants, as a rule, permit the land to 
deteriorate* They apply scientific knowledge as -well as hard industry*11

D# A lso  from K. A, Mllisi f,The Japanese are peaceable, law-abiding, tirelessly 
industrious, moral, lemperat^, grateful and generous. They require no 
policing#n

£w From a U* S* Intelligence Officer in Harper*s, 〇ct.# 1 9 ^ 2 j ffIt is a Ja p a n e se  
characteristic to liave great reverence and thirst for knowledge and education* 
The teacher is a person of importance to the Japanese miniL.w

F* E&nald Hac DonaXdfs description of Shintoism as it was in 18U2i ttShinto means 
TWay of God# the Creator of all*, represented by nature and espectially the 
sun« It is high, pure, humane, loving all nature; more Christian in its 
beatitudes than some so*»calife d Christianity#n

— THE QUESTION OF INTEGRATION IiTTO AMERICAN LIFE —

Car^v McWilliams in "Prejudice" i nNo immigrant group ever made a more 
dtetertolneS. efloiii to succeed in America than did the Japanese •**
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H# Dr« Robert E, Park! wThe Japanese are capable of transforming their lives 
ana'practices more rapidly than any other group# ^hey are inclined to makB 
more far-going concessions ttian argr other group in order to overcome American 

prejudice and to secure status here, and no other group has at all equalled 
them in the work of accommodating themselves to alien conditions*tt

I# ム  Belknap, Honolulu columnistj wAs to Nisei unassindlability, their school 
and college teachers say it is amazing that the children speak and act like 
American youngsters (only -with better decorum) when their parents came so 
recently from Japan.”

— HISTORY OF JAPANESE IN OHEGON —

From the Oregonian, Nov. 2 6 , 1911,on strawberry cultiire near Russellville t 
**It is said those who have rented their farms oul to Japanese are realizing 
more money each year than they did when running their fai-nis themselves. One 
fanner reports receiving $20CX).00 a year fl*om 120 acres."

K* The Beginnin备  of Integration, from Second Biennial Report of 1907; "It is 
"Siown xkat ot food ana material consumed by the Chinaman. 60^ is foreign, 
hD% domestic* On the other hand, the Japanese imports only 10^ of his 
living requirements fipora his native Xand#ff

L* The Toledo Affair from the report by the Portland Council of Chihlfches,19251 
Japanese laborers themselves we believe to have been entirely innocent 

of any knowledge of the situation. Because of this, we carmot refrain from 
commending them for their conduot tiuring the deportation* Although they were 
in the right and an outrage was being committed against theui| nevertheless 
they were non-resistant, their conduct was responsible for preventing serious 
piysical consequences*H

M* Anti-Japanese sentiment in Hood Hiver in 1918 —  From the Davey Report of 
l^^Oi nThere is not much bitterness against individual Japanese in Haod 
River* Many citizens do not share the fear of the Japanese menace* These 
claim the Japanese are doing good -woî c in clearing X〇gged-〇rf land and 
bringing it into a high state of cultivation witii berries and fruit trees) 
that they are good custcaaers of the stores, warehouses and banks| that they 
are quiet, well-behaved residents*tt

— PERIOD OF RELOCATION --

〇• Description of a relocation center from Albert W. Palmer^ **Arizona*s City 
of Exiles0, Christian Century, January 20# 19h3t nAll the buildings are 
the same size, approximately 20 by 100 feet, and except for those just 
mentioned and the mess halls in every block, each building is divided into 
four large rooms of equal size» Each room shelters a family, and the normal



faiaily  c o n ta in s  p a r e n t s  and c h ild r e n  and g r a n d p a r e n ts , p lu s  o c c a s io n a l ly  an 
u n r e la te d  man o r  woman* The room s are s c r u p u lo u s ly  c le a n  and a re  su b ­
d iv id e d  by  c o l o r f u l  c u r t a in s  in t o  l i v i n g  room and bedroom s p a c e s *  F u r n itu r e # 
e x c e p t  f o r  i r o n  c o t s ,  h a s  been im p ro v ise d  o u t o f  b o xes and s t r a y  lximber w ith

一  —  „
b lo c k s  w ith  th e r e l e n t l e s s  r e g u l a r i t y  o f  t y p i c a l  a m y  b a r r a c k s .  B u t e v e ry ­
where th e  in h a b i t a n t s  a r e  b re a k in g  down t h i s  grim  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  r o u t in e  
ad d in g  more o r  l e s s  d e c o r a t iv e  p o r c h e s , by p la n t in g  t r e e s ,  s t a r t i n g  g r a s s  
p l o t s ,  and b u i ld in g  ro ck  g a rd e n s  w ith  a  f e e l i n g  f o r  grow ing th in g s  and s k i l l  
in  g a rd e n in g  v e ry  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y  J a p a n e s e .11

— LEGAL OPINION ON THE CONSTITUTIOHA.LITr OF THE EVACUATION —

P* J u s t i c e  Morphy in  th e  K orem atsu  c a s e ,  D ec, 2 , 1 9 ^ 3 *  ttT h is  r a c i a l  r e s t r i c t i o n  
I s  one o l  the m ost sw eeping and co m plete  d e p r iv a t io n s  o f  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r i g h t s  
in  让 6 h i s t o r y  o f  t h i s  n a t io n  i n  the a b se n c e  o f  m a r t i a l  la w .n

niQv Ju s t d c e  Murphy a g a in j  HR a c ia丄 d is c r im in a t io n  o f  t h i s  n a tu re  b e a r s  no r e a s o n s  
a b le  r e l a t i o n  to  m i l i t a r y  n e c e s s i t y  and i s  u t t e r l y  f o r e ig n  to  th e  i d e a l s  and 
t r a d i t i o n s  o f  th e  A m erican p e o p le # w

(NOTBj I n  a n o th e r  c a se  s i x  j u s t i c e s  r u le d  t h a t  Jap an ese^ A m erican s 
w ere n o t e x c lu d e d  b e c a u se  o f  r a c i a l  p r e ju d ic e  b u t  a s  a  s e d u r i t y  
m e a su re *)

H# Supreme C o u rt r u l in g  o f  D e c , 1 8 , 19UU ft*eed  a  Jap an ese-A m erican  woman from  a  
r e l o c a t io n  c e n te r ,  s a y in g  i "The govenim ent h a s  no power to  d e t a in  l o y a l  
c i t i z e n s ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e i r  r a c i a l  o r i g i n s ,  who have n o t been  g u i l t y  o f

,=.驗_恤伽0_ ”,举 8,鄭，射臟收 
t o  th e  A m erican way in v o lv e d  in  th e  e v a c u a t io n  i s  th a t  i t  h a s  im p a ire d  th e  
v a lu e  o f  c i t i z e n s h ip  i n  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s .  The su sp e n s io n  o f  f u l l  
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r i g h t s  f o r  law a b id in g  c i t i z e n s  and  a l i e n s  o f  one r a c e  
je o p a r d iz e s  th o se  r i g h t s  f o r  p e o p le s  o f  a l l  race s# **

— NISEI SEEKING FOiOTER EDUCATION

Tm One c o l le g e  a d m in is t r a to r  ( t y p i c a l  o f  o th e r s )  s a y s :  "T h ese  young men and 
vonien, a s  f a r  a s  I  h ave been a b le  to  o b se r v e , have found th e m se lv e s  a lm o st 
im ia e d ia te iy  a c c l im a te d  to  t h e i r  new environm ent# Our own s tu d e n t  b〇(fy h a s  
r e c e iv e d  them c o r d i a l l y ,  and from  a l l  th e  e v id e n c e  a t  hand th e r e  h a s  n o t 
been  a  s in g le  exam ple o f  an  untow ard n a tu r e *  I f  th ey  a re  happy in  t h e i r  
neif su rro u n d in g s  sis we a r e  i n  h a v in g  them , we w i l l  have been more than  
j u s t i J ^ e d  in  open in g  o u r d o o rs to  them *"



— SUGAR BEET WORKERS —

!!• In  ^PrejudiceM, Carey McWilliams says: nBfy I4ay 15# 19k2, W R A was able to 
conclude an agreement Governor Sprague of Oregon (who had violently 
opposed the use of Japanese labor a month or two previously) for the release 
of evacuees to work in the sugar beet areas around iialliexir#n

®There is no doubt that they saved the sugar beet crop in Utah, Idaho, 
groining, and Montana

— PORTLAND BRANCH OF J, A. C. L . —

U Marjorie Steams! HThe spirit that pervades the Portland chapter is 
unbeatable —  the cooperation and sacrifice of its members in order to 
safeguard the rights and enjoyment of citizenship, not only for themselves 
but for those who enjoy its benefits.w

— THE CHARCffi OF SABOTAGE —

W* Cablegram from the Honolulu chief of golice to the Tolan Committee,
March lij., 19^+21 wThere were no acta ol sabotage in the city and county 
of Honolulu Dec. 79 nor have there been aiy reported to the police depart­
ment since that date«R

X* G〇l# Kendall J* Fielder, chief of Hilitaiy Intelligence, Hawaiian Departoient, 
Aug * 1 ^ , l9]431 have been no known acts of sabotage, 田 pionage, or
fifth column activity committed by the Japanese in Hawaii, either on or 
subsequent to Dec. 1 % 19141 *w

X# Ex-Governor Spragae of Oregon 1 "Up to the time of the Japanese evacuation
frcan the coast in T9US and since then I know of not one single act of sabotage 
or traitorism committed or on record as having been coramitted by any person 
of Japanese extraction in the state of Oregon, and to the best of my 
knowledge, I know of none on the entire Pacific C〇ast,n


