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GEORGE AND JOYCE KUNITANI

/Mr. Kunitani is deceased. If any part of this longitudinal case history should
be considered for publication, I think that Mrs. Kunitani would probably permit the use
of their real names. Interested persons should get in touch with Professor Arthur A.
Hansen, Director of the Japanese American Oral History Project at California State Uni-
versity, Fullerton, California.

Mr. Kunitani was born in San Diego, California in 1915. He was taken to Japan at
the age of 7 and returned to the United States at age 15. He graduated from high school
in San Diego with honors. He spoke English and Japanese fluently.

He worked as sales clerk in a fruit and vegetable store and in 1937 he made another
short trip to Japan. On his return to America he worked successively as manager of a re-
tail fruit and vegetable store, as salesman and truck driver of a wholesale produce store,
and as operator of his own produce store. In his spare time he served as Sunday school
teacher and group leader in the Buddhist Church.

In April of 1942 he was evacuated to the Santa Anita Assembly Center, where he met
Joyce, the young woman who was to become his wife. He and Joyce managed to get themselves
transferred together to the Jerome Relocation Project by taking employment with the WRA
as key personnel. As Joyce told me in 1981, "We were just going togethen. 1 had a crush
on him."* But, since they were not yet married, George arranged for Joyce to live with a
Buddhist minister's wife. "He was very neligious, Geoige was." At Jerome, George worked
as foreman of a lumberjack crew. He also became associated with Reverend Shozo Abe with
whom he vehemently opposed the military registration.

George and Joyce were segregated to the Tule Lake Center in September of 1943 and
in October, when the farm accident occurred, George accepted the chairmanship of the
Negotiating Committee of the Daihyo Sha Kai (Representative Body). After November 4, when
the Army took control of the Center, George, Reverend Abe, and Mitsugu Tada, the head of
the evacuee police force, tried to maintain a political relationship with the Army, pre-
senting a plan for getting the essential workers back on their jobs. But negotiations
proved very diffficult and after the debacle of November 13, when the Army and WRA called
a mass meeting at which no Japanese Americans appeared, the Army ordered the arrest of the
members of the Negotiating Committee and other leaders. Kunitani and a number of other
leaders went into hiding. Despite a camp-wide search on November 26, the Army was unable
to find them.

On December 1 Kunitani and three other unapprehended leaders: yoluntarily gave them-
selves up, but they surrendered to the FBI and not the Army.2 George Kunitani was confined
in the stockade without trial until August 24, 194477

e e TR e e e s R

/Bfter the release of the leaders of the November uprising, I, of course, was eager
to talk to them. I apprcached the Tsuchikawas, who were ardent Resegregationists, and
who, I knew, had been among those involved in trying to obtain the release of the men in
the stockade. They said they would make inquiries. (I did not, at this time, know that
a schism had already developed among the Resegregationsists, nor was I aware that Mr.
Kunitani was not on the best of terms with Mr. Yamashita and the Tsuchikawas (See Thomas
and Nishimoto, pp. 298-300). Nevertheless, on September 7, Mr. Tsuchikawa told me that
George Kunitani "had been contacted and that he had said that he would be glad to see me
at any time." I thereupon arranged for a meeting on the following morning and sat up far
into the night, composing a list of questions. (Field Notes, September 7, 1944, p.9)./

/I. See interview with Joyce Kunitani, p. b3

ZE: Almost a year later George hinted to me that they had escaped the search by dress-
ing as  women.7
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/But when I arrived at Kunitani's apartment, his wife told me that he had been
picked up by the Internal Security the day before and not yet been released. I subse-
quently learned that investigators from the District Attorney's office in Modoc County,
had embarked on a re-investigation of the Noma murder and that they were guestioning
not only Kunitani, Abe, and Tada, but also such Resegregationist leaders as Mr. Tsuchi-
kawa, and Kira.

On September 12 I visited the Tsuchikawas, who were deeply concerned over the
threatened indictments. Mrs. Tsuchikawa told me that the District Attorney had told
George Kunitani that if he came back to camp and gathered as much information as possible
about the murder, he would be shown leniency. According to her, George said: "0f course,
I'2L do anything 1 can to help you s4ir." The reinvestigation, howeyer, was abandoned
after a few days, and I was able to-make another appointment with Kunitani for September 1877

SEPTEMBER 18, 1944

INTERVIEW WITH GEORGE KUNITANI, CHAIRMAN OF NEGOTIATING COMMITTEE OF THE DAIHYO SHA KATI

Mr. Kunitani was asleep when I arrived at his apartment, but his wife woke him. Like
Mr. Kagawa, he was cautious and careful at the beginning of the interyiew, but at the end
he spoke more freely. He appeared very nervous and highstrung. He smoked more of my
cigarettes than I did, which is really going some. His hands tremble, his yvoice is strain-
ed, his attitude somewhat arrogant.l He had evidently prepared to tell me the story of
the beginning of the trouble in his own way. I listened and wrote and later asked a few
questions. He appears to have an inordinate contempt for Mr. Best.

First Impressions of Tule Lake

"Fiuwt of akl, it must seem pecullan to you because it would be more expected Zo see
such . an, upheaval rnight agter evacuation. To have a thing Like this happen 50 Long aftern
evacuation would give the Lmpression that something was wrong. But there were reasons.

I have Lived only seven yearns in Japan and twenty-two 4in the U.S.

I sthongly believe that my way of thinking might be different from othern people's.

I appreciate the Ldea of democracy and have a clearn picture of what democracy stands for.

Mr. McVoy, the Community Analyst at Jerome, knew quite clearly why I took my step to
come to this centex.

The {mmediate impression 1 necedlved aftern coming here was the unpreparedness on the
part of the Administration, especially in the field of housing and neception.

I aanived here at 5:00 p.m. on the 30th of September. That day the Army was good
enough to give us a Lunch. Aften were through with the processing, Lt was well towards
evening.

Eventually, we were thrown into an unpartitioned Recreation Hall. No matiresses
were available. 1 got the block managen to find me a mattrhess. Eyven the stove wasn'zt
neady forn operation. The block manager had to get wood for us. I don't belieye the block
manager was even notified we were fo be there. There were ten boys and they told us
that between 20 and 30 would come, but they didn't know. They had no plan at all.

Begore we [Legt Jerome we had a talk with the Profect Dinector and akso with various
high officials of the WRA, I can say that they were sympathetic and at Least understanding.

We talked to Mr. TayLor and 1 believe Mr. Taylor nrealized that we cooperated with him
in ondern to make the movement a smooth affair.

At that time, the people Leaving the (Relocation) profects had the feeling they
would Like to be housed closely togethen, but realizing the conditions at Tule Lake, they
didn't expect too much. But it was Mr. Taylorn's gfeeling that the families should be close
togethern. Not that we felt our theatment would be the same.

/1. It would be more accurate to say that he was reserved and diffident. He was also
very handsome./
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When T ardived here 1 hearnd s0 many complaints about the separation in housing.
Even families were sometimes separated from one end of the camp to the other.

The train on which T came had Dn. Melton, the Assistant Project Dinector, as escort.
He was kind enough to arrange an introductony meeting fon us with Mr, Best. He called
upon fowr on five persons whom he thought would be interested in being introduced Zo
Mn. Best at that time. That was on the 18t of Octoben

We had an interview with M, Best. T clearly nemembern what he said at that meeting.
The impression he gave us then certainly betrayed his ability as a Project Directon.
Putting up his feet on the desk and takking was all night. T suppese many executives do
that. But his attitude toward us was high pressure. He gave us the impression, 'I'm
Project Dinecton hene, and T'm nunning this centern. Nobody's going to tell me what o do.'
’ The very thing he said was, 'T don't recognize any representative body,'

(I asked here how this had come to Mr. Best's mind, whether Dr. Melton had intro-
duced this group from Jerome as representatives.)

"We weren't introduced as a nepresentative body," said Mr. Kunitand. Dr. Melton
would corroborate this.

"I'm not going to be high pressured by anybody." (said Best). "I'm not goding %o
meet any demands grom anybody at any time."

Dn. Melton was surprised and T think he was sorny that he had eyer suggested our
meeting with Mn. Best. One of the boys was s0 angry he walked out in the middle of the
interview.

(I remarked that this attitude of Mr. Best appeared strange indeed, and wondered
what could have caused him to adopt it.)

1t is possible that some other group had gone 4in to demand something of him. But
centainly we wouldn't do that, expecially with Dr. MelLton there.

1 got nathen sarcastic. T sadd, "T'm still Listening," after he stanted up. Agften
that he was more reasonable.

Contrast with Facilities at Jerome

As far as Jerome was concerned, the facilities [at Jerome] were yery good. Each
Latrine and wiinal basin was individual and the interions of ZThe showern are very much
betten.

Food too was much betten. This was especially stnange, sdince Jerome raised 40
Little. Howeven, food there in comparison to this center was twice as good.

About six months befone segregation took place, 1 was pretty well informed about the
activity in centens through the Center papers. 1 thought T knew pretity clearly what
this center was naising in the way of agriculture. Tt was only natural gor me to take it
fon granted that there would be an ample supply of vegetables, chickens, and hogs.

T also knew the negulation of the WRA in providing 45¢ per day for good for the
people. 0f this, 14¢ was provided by project undertaking. When that problem came up
in Jernome (I£ wsed to be 50¢ to 55¢ and was cut to 45¢), 35¢ was bought through government
channels and 14¢ was naised on the profect.

The question was put to Mr. Taylor at that time; how he expected Lo raise 14¢ at a
place at Jenome. He said he'd do his best to naise 14¢ and in the event that he could
not do it he would secure £t through other channeds.

When Kagawa <nvestigated the mess here, his figures checked with the FBI accountants.

There was a great suspicion on the part of the evacuees as to what became of the
goods being produced in the centens. There were 3,800 to 3,900 acres 4n cultivation at
that time.
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I went to the farm myself (in Tule Lake). I found that the hens were Laying
6,000 to 7,000 eggs a day. There were 290,000 pounds of meat in preservation. We
asked the formern Tuleans and they said that they never received any portion of it.

When we met Mri. Best, He said, "I've been here only since the finst of August. What
thanspined prion to my avival does not conern me."

The attitude of the Administrative officials toward our group was very cool. They
had the conviction that the Less they had to do with the Japanese, the bettern it would be
gon them. T often heard the nemark, "I know how to handle the Japanese. Just Leave
Lt up to me."

Motives for Action of November 1

We had met Mr. Best on October 27. We went in there as a committee. There was no
mass demonstration. 1 sXLL had a vain hope at that time that he would Listen to reason.

Evern since the farm accident the farm group was not wornking. The hogs, chicken and
packing, being a different section, kept on working. Some nepresentatives demanded that
they all quit, but T myself didn't think that wise. 1 quashed that and the motion did
not carvny. 1I'm glad of LX.

Going back to the Octobern 27 meeting ~ realdizing that s0 many people were on the
verge of termination because of the strike, we strnessed (to Mr. Best) that termination
would not be good.

The fam incident had become 50 entangled that it had become a center-wide ftopdc.
The gamm group realized that thein task would be too great forn them to handle and they
felt it should be the concern for the center residents. The chy was coming grom various
othen sections too, that unless they wenre safeguarded they would not go out of the centenr.

These feelings precipitated the election of the Daihyo Sha Kai. I£ may be that
Mr. Best did not want to make such a big {ssue out of <t. That's why he wasn't enthu-~
siastic about the election of the block representatives.

As far as the election of nepresentatives 45 concermed, T don't think 1 did wrong
and T think I've been fairn with the people. The request forn the elections was put through
the block managerns by the farm group. It went through Tayama.

Then, the Administration was very anxious to terminate the farm workers. We spoke
against that. We thought we had been abLe to convice Mr. Best and that if the termination
was to take place, it would be gradual. However, the next day /on October 28] he Left
gon San Francisco. Durning his absence, with his signature, came a statement: "ALL faum
workers are terminated as of October 19." 1 don't think this s in the minutes of the
October 26 meeting.

Natuwwally, after we had had the meeting with Mr. Best we made reports to the hre-
presentatives and to the farm ghoup in particular. That such a statement came out the
gollowing day threw suspicion on Administrative sincerity. Oun immediate feeling was
distust of Mr. Best.

So when Mr. Myen came we felt we had to show that we had support so that Mr. Myer
could see with his own eyes the support we had. That was our paramount Lntention.

(I asked why the Negotiating Committee had asked Dillon Myer to dismiss Mr. Best.)

We felt that if a request were made to get nid of Ma. Best, Mr. Myer would investi-
gate the matter. 1§ he were investigated and remained, we could tellf the people that an
investigation had been made and that his position 45 vindicated. We asked for the re-
signations of Best, Zimmen (head of Operations) Sachs, Lummer and Jones (Mess Operations),
and Pedicond.

Jones was thrown out of Santa Anita. He was caught in some kind of scandal there.
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The request to nemove the Caucasion staff from the hospital came from the hospd~
tal employees. 1 don't think they'd Like to say that, but {t's the thuth.

One point T want to make clearn was thein feeling was that Lf the Caucasian doctors
and nunses are human enough to realize the problem before them and are willing to work
gon the benefdt of the people, it would have been all night.

Recognition of Negotiating Committee by Administration

(I then asked Kunitani what actual assurance Best had given the Negotiating
Committee of recognition - that is, what prompted his statement to the Daihyo Sha that
the committee had been recognized.)

Best sadd, "I would necognize any committee orn group of committees. I don"t care
how good the organization £5." fHe made the same statement when Mr. Myer was there.

Murder Indictment:

I have seen the statement myself, accusing me of murder and condpiracy ¢f murdes
and asking the county grand jury to indict me. One thing, 1 am more on Less on the Look-
out forn a frame-up. I'm playing safe and am going to have a Lawyer come in and go overn
the situation. 1§ they thy to connect me with this 1'm going to have a real dissiflusion-
ment 4in American democracy.

Visit of Spanish Consul on November 3:

(I have no data at all on this visit and the consul's talk with the Negotiating
Committee, so I asked Kunitani about it.)

I think he came mainly to check up on the Novembern 1 demonstration. He also asked
about the auto accident - and the nest was of a personal nature. We did explain the
situation to him. T also explained the proceedings of the conference with Mr. Myexr.

That was one of the most amicable meetings we ever had. The atmosphere Ln camp
(immediately after November 1) was very amicablfe. We had fust had the cefebration ¢4
Meij4i Setsu too.

He asked, "Is it all night forn me to Leave?" 1 told him grankly that everything was
under control. Then when he came back again [Efter the Noyember 4 "incident"7 he was
nathen peeved with us.

Possibility of Returning Stockade Detainees from Santa Fe:

(Kunitani then asked me if I would do something for him. I asked what it was. He
said that the "people in camp" were very anxious to have those persons who were sent to
Santa Fe recentlyl returned to camp. He wondered if I could find out what chance they
had. I said it was not likely that I could find out anything, but I would try.)

Our nelease 45 unconditional (the citizens' released after the hunger strike). They
were sent to Santa Fe just because they werne aliens. How could thein retww to Tule Lake
be expedited?"

We (Negotiating Committee) haven't been disbanded officially. We want to disband.
Until the Santa Fe question 4is cleared up T don't dare take a forwarnd step.

Mri. Best promised us in front of Wayne ColLins that he's willing to make any re-
commendations pertaining to these Issel retwwmding to the camp.

Ziﬂ These men may have been sent to Santa Fe in August, for which month my notes have
been lost. They may be the men referred to by Michi Weglyn, "Years of Infamy",

D235/
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The people have a very finm Ldea that the Tssed sent to Santa Fe are just as
innocent as the Nisel neleased outrnight, 1 know one on two families have hreceived
Lettens that the Justice Department 45 willing to netww them.

Resegregation:

(Kunitani remarked that if the Santa Fe matter were cleared up there would be peace
in camp. Knowing that this is not the view of the resegregation pressure group, I re-
marked that in my opinion, real order could not come without a separation of those who
truly desired repatriation and the fence-sitters. I wanted to get his reaction, particu-
larly since he had made no mention of resegregation and "status" so far. The minutes of
meetings in my possession are full of Impassioned speeches by him on these topics.)

When resegregation starnted out ~ all night. We had to have a clear status. Beding
that there were 50 many fence-sittens, the people who came in werne forced into a position
that Looked queern to them at the time.

However, some of the people who are running the reseghregation ghroup (now) are more.
on Less doing 4t forn thein own general benefif.

I predict that if you stay here six months Longer you will see the reseghegationists
APt up Ainto at Least three digferent groups. (I said I did not understand, but Kunitani
refused to elaborate.)

November 4 Meeting of Kaihyo Sha Kai:

(I asked Kunitani to give me an account of what really happened at this meeting
and what his intentions were at that time.)

Owt main object was to elect our permanent committeemen. Previous to that we had
had a meeting and it was suggested that capable persons from thein respective blocks should
be nominated from the bLock people fon the seven on eight committees we were to have.

This was sELL to be approved by the Administration and by the people.

At the same time, if any persons who were chosen were not capable, it would be en-
tinely up to the Liberty of the people to nefuse them. 1§ the pegple wanted some othern
commitieemen, gn ( Wished to subtract a committee, this was also up to them.

At the same time, Lt was our sincere desine to resign because we were only a Lemporary
ghoup. Aftern our nesignation, what would take place after the body was recognized was
up to them. The Administration and the people might have many suggestions. The entire
body of the Daihyo Sha Kai intended to nesign and be neplaced.

That night, we were choosing the names of the permanent committee members grom nomi~
nations that had been submitted by the nesidents of the bLocks. We selected the names ¢
people whom we thought would be capable.

That night we had a so-called committee to choose from the nomination Lists. Aften
the committee members had §illed in the names, they asked the block representatives for
thein approval. The only thing Left to do was to bring this up to the Administration fon
thein approval. We also intended to have the mass meeting /Scheduled for November 137
and explain this to the people.

Kunitani continued his narra tion:

The people signed two nesolutions expressing thein whole-heanted suppont of the
block nepresentatives and of the Negotiating Body. .

Aften the Negotiating Committee was put on the spot and was hunted down by the Army,
the nemaining block representatives didn'zt feel they should elect any other body until
the incident was satisfactonily closed. So they felt they shouldn't elect any committee
Lo negotiate with the WRA and the Army and that was the greatest difgiculty. So as a
substitute they had the so0-called, 1 believe it i5 trhanslated Coorndinating Committee, but
that really isn't a proper name, on which were Murakami, Shigemitsu, and Uno. They made
themselves clean that they would not negotiate except through the Negotiating Commitiee.
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We could have kept on hiding. But we felt it was fon the interest of the pegple
to give ownselyes up. The main reason we gave ourselves up, was that ourn finst resolu-
tion (the petition of November 13) Was vague. and fust stated that the people were
supporting the Negotiating Committee. The second nesglution (November 30) &tated our
position more clearky.

It was in that resolution that we stated that we wanted all the staff to resdign.

(I asked respectfully, what the reason for this demand was.)

Reason for Asking Resignation of all WRA Personnel:

The neason we wanted all the staff here before November 1 to nesdgn; the point
45 that the people were fed up with the Adméinistration. They were more on Less under the
Aimpression that WRA officials were unden the influence of Mr. Best and had taken over
Mr. Best's unfavorableness. 1§ there were some clean thinking and decent minded persons,
we thought that by this time some step would have been taken whereby the situation would
have been cleared and the Negotiating Committee vindicated.

We were in hiding and these things were brought to us.

/T asked what role the Planning Board had played./

That was a Leftover of the pre-segregation days. 1t was Like a city council. In-
stead of the bLock managens the planning board functioned in that capacity. The planning
board was all Tssei, since the council could only be Nised. This body was in a sad
state when we got here.l

/T asked how the ACLU had been approached./

That was instituted by the people in the colony, especially by Mr, Yokota. He
suggested Lt.

ALL akong we knew what the Administration was doing toward us was an Lnvasion o4
our constitutional nights. AL our mail was censored. We could not initiate anything
Like that.

From the very beginning, 1've maintained that anything we have done wasn't any
too nadical on against our constitutional nights, As chairman of the committee I con-
ducted the job in a correct manner. And the job was difficult becuase the people didn't
wrderstand.

Hunger Strike:

The motive forn the second sthike was about the same as the inst one. We had been
promised from way back that we'd be neleased in the near future. 1 was called Ainto
Mr. Best's office and ged the same thing. At the end, the boys would say to me, "What's
the use to go to see him? His promises don't hold watern."

By the time the stnike started we werne told plainly that by the end of June the
stockade would be Liquidated. T even asked Mr. Best for his interpretation of the word
"Liquidate." Tt wasn'zt impossible that he might mean to Liquidate the existing stockade
and put us in anothenr.

The plastern board was put up.? Things were bad enough without being accused o
murder. Mn. Best insinuated that, and said that some people in camp had told him that
I had something to do with the murder.

The Planning Board had served pre-segregation Tule Lake as a kind of Issei
community council./

After the Noma murder the authorities hung heavy plaster board on the stockade
fence so that no one could communicate with or even see the men in the stockade.
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0§ course the mail was stopped. That was apter Noma's death. They even
nefused to bring out food to the gate. It was all these things combined. Owr motive
never was 50 much oun release but nathern to prove ouwr Lmnocence. We wanted some state-
ment from the Administration. Tf accused, we wanted proof of our guckt. We wanted o
be trhied. They even accused us of giving notes to the driver (of the wagon which de-
livered food).

Sachs:

When we starnted the second hungern strike around June 23% he (Sachs) came Anto
the Stockade fon the §inst time in his Life and told us how hard he was _working for us.
He tokd us, "You might think T'm a son of a bitch, pardon the Zanguage,z but some day
you'£L find out how much T work for you." He was trhying his best £o show his Rindly in-
tentions to the stockade boys.

The 215t of August ~ That was the §inst time we were allowed to see our pamilies
- except fon the case of Mrs. Yamada. On August 21, Mr. Akashi saw his wife and children.
(However, George was not allowed to see Joyce and his newborn child.)

Mr. Besig suggested to the Administration that some visiting day should be
allowed because even pentitentiary crniminals were allowed visits. Mr. Best sadid L€ was
his jurnisdiction and he would not allow Li%.

Kunitani Interrogated on Noma Murder:

At the Modoc County jail I made this statement, "It would be very hard to
apprehend the murderern in this camp. There 45 no cooperation between the Caucasian per-
sonnel and the Japanese. The chief neason is the great fence that Mr. Best has put up
at government expense."

One of the men in Internal Secunity was quite a decent fellow. He said the he
would Like to be more friendly with the Japanese but the nules did not allow Lt. 1t 44
an orden from Mn, Sachs that the Internal Securnity carry guns at all times.

. S

I found it interesting that Mr. Kunitani did not volunteer a single remark
about the repatriates, nor did he mention any antipathy which the incoming segregees felt
toward the "fence-sitters." It should be noted that he avoided telling me of the "per-
sonal matter" which he discussed with the Spanish Consul on November 3. His prophesy
of a split among the resegregants is something I will keep in mind.

He appears to have considerable respect for Dr. Osler, and remarked that he had
talked matters over frequently with him before the outbreak of the "trouble". Osler had
promised to do what he could to make Best "see the situation'. However, says Kunitani,
Osler is weak and doesn't get the ear of the Administration.

Kunitani said he will give me his copies of the Daihyo Sha Kai minutes in a
month or two, when he has them corrected, the lost parts fixed up and in good shape.

/T. One of us made a mistake here. The second hunger strike began on July 19 %

/Z. "Pardon the language" was addressed to me. RiH.T
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/[~ I did not yisit George Kunitani again until October 19. My long sessions with other
‘ex-stockade detainees consumed a great deal of time and, after September 21, when Mr.
Yamashita showed me the second Resegregationist petition and pamphlet, I concentrated on
visiting a great yariety of respondents to obtain their reactions to the petition. Mean-
while, I heard a few yague rumors that Abe and Kunitani were not getting along well with
the Resegregationists and on October 4 (p. 10), Mr, Robertson told me that Dr. Osler sus-
pected that Abe and Kunitani had pulled away from the Resegregation Group. On October 9,
(p. 15) however, Mrs. Tsuchikawa, really let me have e

OCTOBER ‘9, 1944

TALK WITH MRS, TSUCHIKAWA ON KUNITANI

The Abe-Kunitani Schism

For weeks I haye wanted to knpw if there is any truth. in the rumor that Abe and Kuni-
tani have broken with the Resegregation Group. As a chance shot I asked Mrs. Tsuchikawa
whether she thought it would be all right if I went to see George again sometime in the
near future.

Welk, we've been hearing bad things about Geonge. It seems the people in his bLock
arne thying to kick him out.
In a way Rey. Abe and George are outcasts now.

We gave them full cooperation. We thought we owed them gini. When they came out ¢f
the stockade they didn't Live up to theirn purpose, and giri, and cooperation. They were
Andependent. They ftook steps to tie up with Tada. ’

When there were those indictment rumors . . . Tada, Abe and Kunitani spread the rumons
and tried to get the Resegregation Group to put up the money for Tada. They said they

would put up the money for Tada £f he rneally needed it, but he wasn't a member . . . 04
counse, the Resegregation Group didn't do this in a meeting but that was what was in the air.
Tada didn't take action with us. He wasn"t Japanese.

We knew the indictment business was fishy anyway. He wanted our financial support.

Certain people who had done a Lot to get Mri. Besig here went to Kunitani and said,
"You and Rev. Abe are memberns of the Resegregation Group. And we're sonny becuase 4if you
take action with Mr. Tada, we cannot support you."

Geornge and Rev. Abe said, "You folks are too darn narwrow minded."

It was fust a rumorn anyway. You didn't know what Mi. Tada 44 up Zo.
So Geornge and Abe are outcasts.

Besides, they should have published a statement as soon as they got out (of the stock-
ade), thanking the pecople forn thein support and forn the money. But they didn't give a wond
04 thanks.

Instead of thanking the Saiban-iin-kacl, the "Trial Committee" (Mrs. Tsuchikawa refers
to the group of relatives and friends who called in the ACLU) they didn't even think of this.
In a Lot of instances, they didn't Live up to Japanese manners .

They think we took the wrong action and they believe evernything Tada says. Even Rev.
Abe, none of his congregation go to see him. They say he's too darm concedited.

We think November 4 /[when the Army took control of Tule Lake/ was these boys' fault.
They trhied to organize the whole centern when they didn't even know what kind of people the
centern was composed of. 1§ one of them was elected to a position, one of the others would
be jealous and would <nu. They should have considerned these things. They were too ambitious
. . .0f cowrse, we always say that WRA caused the niot. . .But if these boys hadn't been 50
ambLtious.
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The Least they should say s to say to the poeple: "Due to our carelessness and
youth we were sornry to cause such a disturbance among you."
Out of courtesy Rev. Abe should have done that. 0f course, we can't outspeak and
ask him to do it, but he ought to. He didn't Live up to our expectation.
! Iﬁd;fhey had stayed quiet it would have been all night but they took sides right away
with Tada.

(I'd certainly like to get George Kunitani's version of this story, however, I think
it will have to be done very carefully. In time I'll have to talk to Mr. Tada. It's too
dangerous to try to contact him now.)

OCTOBER 19, 1944

CALL ON KUNITANI

Decided to risk the possibility of being seen by the Tsuchikawas and called on George
today. I found him friendlier than at my last visit. One of the ex-stockade internees,
Mr. Yoneda, was also present. I started out on the right foot by congratulating George on
the accuracy of his prediction about the coming split in the Resegregation Group. Yoneda,
George, and I talked for about two hours, and though much of the conversation was carried
on in Japanese style, such as discussing individuals whose names were not mentioned, I got
along better than I had anticipated. George did not seem concerned about my visiting the
Tsuchikawas. Throughout the conversation, it was apparent that George still regards him-
self as a very important man.

I made an oblique reference to the difficulties of my present position, remarking
that it is tough enough to study a camp divided into two groups and that when additional
splits occur, my work becomes such that only an optimist would attempt it. I made no un-
complimentary remarks about the Resegregationist leaders, but George and his wife expressed
their attitudes in several instances.

George said with determination:

Only definite status forn this camp will solve the question. That's why we brought
the point up 4in the meeting with Best and Myenr.

On the question of the return of the Santa Fe internees. and Best's promise about the
Department of Justice, he said:

I think Best is holding 044 from day to day. He doesn't know what to do.

Mr. Yoneda asked me if it were true that Mr. Black is leaying the center. I said I
did not know.

I asked George if he thought that the renunciation of citizenship would haye any signi-
ficant effect on camp attitudes. He thought not. However, it depends, said he, on how the
statements are made in it. He remarked jokingly that he guessed the government would not
approve his application. They'fL figure they better keep a guy Like me here fon the duration.

I then asked about the yakuza (the organized gambling gangs of Japan).l
Geoge said he knew quite a bit about them but could not speak with any authority.

/T. Several respondents had hinted that Mr. Tada ran a gambling house. Some had referred

to "the gamblers". I hoped that by asking about the yakuza I might get a little more in-
formation. I didn't. By mid-November, however, many persons spoke openly of the "gamblers",
young men who were supposed to be followers of Kunitani and Tada./
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The whole thing Lacks authenticity. These people existed, but as to the build up
about them, it varies accornding to the authons.

George remarked that the stories were not unlike the way stories grew around such
people as Daniel Boone.

Shimizu Jirocho, the most notorious example of this group, died only about 40 ox
50 yearns ago - around 1895, added Yoneda, who became quite interested in the discussion
and promised to look up the subject in a Japanese encyclopedia and bring it to George for
him to translate for me. George continued,

They formed a code among themselves. 1t's hard for outsiders to understand them.
Even T can't understand some of thein ideas, said Yoneda.

George told me that the code of the yakuza was different from that of bushido. On
the whole, the gamblers organized in small groups, scattered about the country. On occasions,
however, they would form alliances, if they thought it necessary. The head of one clan
would meet the head of another clan and exchange cups of sake, something like the American
Indians smoking a peace pipe. George also corroborated a statement made by Reverend Aramaki,
that there were a considerable number of ryonin, samurai who had lost their lords, in the
group.

Santa Fe Matter:

George now showed me two letters, one from Mr. French to Mr. Best, stating that the
Department of Justice would be quite willing to return the internees to Tule Lake, if Best
approved, and another from the Department of Justice stating that the return of the internees
was up to the WRA. George said that he could assure me that most of the families of the in-
ternees in this camp were determined not to go to Crystal City under any pressure.

Honestly speaking, 1 don't want to cause any £LL tension, but going back to Japanese
psychology, whenever you can §ind no other alternative, you may have to take sthong measures.
It will be pretty hard to do anything else than to take action embarriassing to the WRA here.

I think Mr. Best knows that the retww of the men would bring about betten geeling in
the center. But if he feeks Like playing foxy with us, 1 can play foxy with him.

I Zhink he was tokd by Myer to stay out of the Santa Fe thnoubLe. T think he has strict
onderns from Myer that the guture Santa Fe business will be handfed by Myer himsels.

The Matter of Meeting with Myer on November 1 1943:

Mr. Zimmer was in control. The farm group went to see him. Kato, Nomura and others
went to see him. Zimmern made out the reply - a type-wrnitten statement that Mr. Myer would
see us on November 2, at 2:00 p.m., that is, he would see the farm committee.

Kato said he wasn'zt a nepresentative of the farm group and that the Negotiating
Committee wanted to see Mr. Myer. So he just nefused. So we had to make the other arrange-
ment Lo see Mr. Myer. This could have been the work of Zimmer and Best and not Myex.

Previous Interview of Best and Farm Group:

Best told the garm group to go back to work - on else. So they called upon the
people to form an organization to deal with the situation. 1 have a resolution drawn up
by the farm group and the block managens - to give whole-hearted support to the newly
elected body. There is also a statement from the farm group.
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Post November 1 Sentiments:

We were very much satisfied with Best's and Myen's statements. In accordance with
theirn statements we were going ahead to form this permanent body. The November 4th in-
cident and the Daihyo Sha have no connecting Link.

The Administrhation, being given the wrong impression at the starnt, wanted to stick
Lo this wrong convicetion.

Food Taken from Warehouse on November 4, 1943:

The boys in the warehouse brought in an itemized List of the things taken from the
warehouse to Kato. The immediate neaction of the people was, "Our food is bad enough, 4§
they take more away (to feed the harvesters) it's going to get wonse."

Yoneda suggested that I check with the railroad and bus companies to settle the matter
as to whether a group of harvesters was really coming into Tule Lake on the night of Novem-
ber 4.

Sokoku Kenkyu:

At another point in the conversation, George remarked that now "Best didn'ft know
what to do with this new bunch who were forming the Sokoku Kenkyu. He didn't know whethen
to Let them go ahead orn whethern to pick up the Leaders.

OCTOBER 26, 1944

TALK WITH GEORGE KUNITANI

Took over the minutes /Daihyo Sha Kai/ which I want checked,1 planning to stay just a
short while. But George was very communicative, so I remained for the greater part of the
afternoon.

George says that the Internal Security has the copies of the Japanese minutes so he
can help me only by memory. He looked over my copy of the minutes briefly and remarked
that several things needed changing.

He also informed me that he had heard that Murakami, the #1 inu, is in Heart Mountain.
He also remarked that when he had straightened out the Santa Fe problem which is keeping him
very busy, he will have time to hunt out and prepare a good many documents for me. He
pulled out some things hidden in his house and went over them, giving me the following docu-
ments to copy:

Petition for Release of the Hunger Strikers:

(This is the petition which was circulated in July which, Mr. Kurihara told me, caused
him to contact Mr. Best and get the promise of release in a month. This petition was never
handed in. Kunitani said that it had been signed by about 8,000 people. This may well be
the truth, because at the time this was done, sentiment was strongly behind release of the
hunger strikers.)

PETITION
BY THE RESIDENTS OF THE TULE LAKE CENTER
TO THE PROJECT DIRECTOR, R. BEST REGARDING
THE RELEASE OF THE FOURTEEN RESIDENTS
CONFINED IN THE STOCKADE WHO ARE ON A
HUNGER STRIKE FOR THEIR RELEASE

/I. I had been given a copy of the minutes by Mr. Sasaki, Chairman of the Coordinating
Committee./
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We were shocked to learn that fourteen residents confined in the stockade are on a
Hunger Strike for their release and return to this center. The Hunger Strike is on the
10th day on Friday, July 28, 1944.

Naturally we, as members of the Japanese race, are very worried and anxious about
the lives of our racial brothers. Already several persons have collapsed from hunger.
If any or several of our racial brothers should die on account of the Hunger Strike, we
all would feel deeply grieved. Reverse the case; suppose Americans in an internment camp
in Japan should die on a Hunger Strike, how would you feel? Would not the American people
be deeply grieved? So will we if our racial brothers die of a Hunger Strike.

Therefore, we, the residents of Tule Lake Center, request you, Mr. Raymond Best, to
be merciful to our racial brothers and release the fourteen persons on a Hunger Strike from
the stockade. Your mercy will never be forgotten.

Mr. Kunitani now showed me the original of a letter signed by Mr. Best, remarking
that if the authorities had gotten hold of it they would certainly have confiscated it. The
letter, said Mr. Kunitani, was given to Mr. Nomura who is now in Santa Fe.

(Heading)

War Relocation Authority
Tule Lake Center
Newell, California

November 4, 1943
To whom it may concern:

Immediately following the incident at the hospital wherein Dr., Pedicord was beaten by
some unknown group of men, Director Myer and Dr. Pedicord agreed that doctors on the appoint-
ive staff and the appointive staff of nurses were to be removed from further duty at the
hospital. Federal regulations require that a hospital administrator must be responsible for
government property and narcotics. In accordance therewith Nurse Shipps has been detailed
as hospital administrator. There are no facts to the rumor that Dr. Pedicord will return to
the Tule Lake hospital.

s/ R.R. Best
Project Director

Food:
"You can ask any person here whether they ever got pork orn chicken priorn to November 4."

Garbage and Coal Crews Return to Work:

George made quite a point of the fact that the Daihyo Sha had gotten the garbage and
coal crews to go back to work, showing me the announcement in the Tulean Dispatch of November
9. They had, however, not succeeded with the warehouse workers.

The Anmy, however, wished only about 25 0§ the warehouse men to go back to work. 98
men had been working orniginally. The Anmy thought that 25 men could do all the wornk. But
in thein estimate the Army did not consider (the men needed) for unloading and maintenance.
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From Japanese psychology, their point of view would be impossible for us to come
back and tell the group that only 25 of the 98 could be picked out and approved by the
FBI, WRA and the Anmy. That would have Left a queen Lmpression on those picked. 'The"ne-
maining people would be thinking they were inu on informens. We stressed that poink.

I asked George if the Army had gotten any of the warehouse workers to go.back to work
and he said he didn't think so. (However, as I recall, the demands of certain warehous?
boys to go back to work was one of the reasons given by the Divisional Responsible Men in
late December and January for initiating the procedure which broke the status quo.)

Resolution Made by the Block Managers:

It appears that there are no English copies of the resolutions passed by the B%o?k
Managers and the Farm group. These are important documents with regard to the legitimacy
of the Daihyo Sha's position. Kunitani had copies in Japanese and t?anslaFed t@em for me
which, I reckon, is the best thing I can get now. I am planning an 1nt?rv1§w with Mr.
Fujimoto whowas a big man in Civic Organizations and (I am told) an anti-Daihyo Sha man to
get his wversion.

Block Managers;

Dated - October 16, 1943 (day after the farm accident)
(oral translation by George Kunitani)

We, the Block Managers, in a body, regarding the accident 0f October 15, express oun
unqualified support of the nesolution drawn up as a result o4 the Farm Workens" General
Meeting and furthermore reganding the solution 0f this problem, we are requesting that the
WRA dirnectorn (Myer) and the Spanish Consul visit hene.

Taking this grand opportunity, we the people of this center, concerning the improvement
0§ Living conditions in this center and all the problems pertaining to the people 0f this
center, and for these neasons, we are asking the people's whole~hearted cooperation in this
nequest.

Resolution of the Farm Group:

Dated — October 15, 1943

As a nesult of the automobile mishap on October 15, there were many persons injunred.
The neason of this happening of this incident might be directly traced to the fact that the
Administration has been using many minons. This empLoyment of minons should be affected by
the child Labor amendment of the Constitution.

Here George left off a literal tramslation and said: "They give as a direct cause of
the auto accident because of Laxity on the part of the Administration to take some definite
step preventing the previous accident (the fire truck accident).

He then returned to a literal translation:

However, the circumstances might have been, we geel that absolute nesponsibility nests
with the WRA Administration here. 1In onder to compensate 4n the best possible way to the
persons who were the victims of this mishap, we should nequest and demand fon Legitimate
action from the Administration and also o prevent any such happenings in the future we wish
to bring about the solution of various other problems in the center. This problem should be
the concern of all the nesidents of this center. We resolve fo make this a center-wide affain
and we, the Faam Workens, will not return to oun places of empLoyment until our request fon
such 45 granted fully.

/1. 1 was able to have a long interview with Mr. Fujimoto on January 8, 1945 (See Fieldnotes)#T
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Dai Nippon Seinen-dan:

Since George seemed to be in an excellent mood, I thought I'd risk a remark on the
rumors about Reverend Abe's organization of the Dai Nippon Seinen-dan. George denied that
Abe was doing any such thing, saying that he was on excellent terms with Abe and that if
Abe were forming such an organization, he, George, would certainly know about it. He re-
marked that Abe had had a young men's organization in San Francisco, called the Dai Nippon
Seinen-dan and that this may have started this present rumor.

Role Played by Hawaiian-born Japanese in November Incident:

George was most insistent that the Daihyo Sha Kai had not been composed of or supported
by Hawaiian-born Japanese. He also took umbrage because of my remark that many Hawaiian-
born Japanese stood up for their rights. "After all," said he, "T was born herel"

OCTOBER 27, 1944

[6“ the next day, October 27, Mr. Kato, an ex-stockade detainee and ardent young Resegre-
gationist who, like Kunitani, was interested in having the Issei who had been interned in
Santa Fe returned to their families at Tule Lake, criticized Reverend Abe and Mr, Kunitani

at length./

Abe and Kunitani should realize that the people who really supported us were the people
fon the status quo. The status quo people feel that they cannot get along with the people
who do not want to go to Japan.

0§ counse, when George Kunitani met Mr. Myern he stated the necessity of a Resegregation
Progrnam. This group, the Resegregation Program, were the ones who really supported us.
They gave money to hine the Lawyer for us. The immediate families had a Lot to do with it
too.

Reverand Abe ignoned all that. He never expressed thanks of any nature. Naturally, the
people who supported him, got pretty mad about it. They (Abe and Kunitani) SE{LL think the
whole colony 45 supporting them.

In a time of crnisis Like this we must stick together. We are not supposed to co-operate
with the Administration. That's going against the will of the Japanese governmment, 4if you
undesrs tand me.

Note: It is very interesting that both Kato and Mrs. Tsuchikawa criticize Kunitani for
attempting to "bring the whole camp into one." It appears that this powerful demand for
cleavage springs from the Resegregationist leaders. That they criticize Kunitani for his
desire for unity doesn't necessarily mean that he is advocating unity now though. It may
just be one of the things they feel they can slam him on politically, i.e., a weak point in
his past platform.
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NOVEMBER, 1944

/ On Noyvember 20, Mr, Kato again criticized Abe and Kunitani, of whom he said,
"They do not want to bow thein heads and come under us. . . They pongot how much we had
done for them." Kato also told me that his group knew that many of their plans were being
reported to the Administration and he knew who was doing it. I assumed he meant that Abe,
Kunitani, and their friends were being inu (informers). But none of my respondents, in
October or November, told me that the Resegregation Group had begun formally to expel cer-
tain of their members, who, they claimed, were not behaving like "true Japanese". (They
probably began the expulsions sometime in mid-November.) Among those expelled were Kunitani,
Abe, and a number of their friends.

I did not visit Mr. Kunitani in November. I was preoccupied with attending and re-
porting on the various Resegregationist ceremonies, with yvisiting my assaulted friend, Mr.
Itabashi, and with getting information about the knifing of October 30, in which Mr. Kira's
right hand man attacked the son of a man who had criticized Kira's tactics. I was also
working very hard, preparing a lecture for a conference of the members of the Evacuation and
Resettlement Study which was to held in Salt Lake City from November 21 to December 7.

On the evening of November 20, fifty-six relatives of Issei members of the Daihyo Sha

Kai, who had been interned, left Tule Lake for Crystal City where they were to join their
interned relatives. An elaborate farewell ceremony was held, in which the Resegregation
Group, the Abe-Kunitani group, and the Ward VI language school participated. On my return
in December, I was told that when the farewells were over, Tetsuo Kodama, a judo champion
and a friend of Kunitani, had approached Mr. Yamada, the danchoo or leader of the Hokoku
Seinen dan, and accused him of having called him an inu. Yamada, who also had the black
belt, ignored this challenge to fight,7
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DECEMBER 1944

ZTWhen I returned to the center in December, my anti-~Resegregationist friends were
delighted to tell me about the encounter. T did not visit Kunitani until December 11,
but on December 8, Mrs. Deschin, a very competent social worker on the WRA staffl7-told me
that she had had several interviews with Kunitani regarding his clothing allowance grants.
She pointed out to him that in making this request he was asking for special priveleges. He
said that he would be willing to take a job (which would make the clothing allowance un-
necessary) which would help the people in the colony. Mrs. Deschin is seriously thinking
of giving him a job in Social Welfare, which she considers would be very good for him,
psychologically, providing that the other evacuee employees in Social Welfare would not be
too afraid of him and providing that he had sufficient respect and prestige with the people.

/ On December 9, I discussed the Kodama-Yamada interchange with the Tsuchikawas. They
denounced Mr. Tada and the gamblers and also hinted that Kunitani and Tada were inu. Mrs.
Tsuchikawa said, "Tada, Kunitani, and the stockade noughnecks are going to see Mr. Best
40 often." On the same day I asked Mr. Wakida, a good friend of mine, whether he thought
Reverend Abe and Kunitani were connected with gamblers. He replied; "Abe, Kunitani, and
Tada and the rest were together at that funeral." But when I asked Mr. Wakida about the
Kodama-Yamada encounter, he smiled happily and said: "Yamada couldn't gight. The othen
gang was too big."/

lfbn December 11, I called on Mrs. Yamashita, the wife of one of the most important
leaders of the Resegregationists./ She told me: "The boys are not going to stand for this
much Longer" / by which she meant that some of the Hokoku youths were ready and eager to
use force against the 'gamblers'/.

It akl stanted with the Jomel, the withdrawal. They were told / by Resegregationist
leaders/ that they were not Japanese and were asked to withdraw (from the organization),
They got sone. Three on four of them came to M. Tsuchikawa, demanding why they were with-
drawn grom the onganization. T think this {5 the cause 0§ <t all.

My husband says he can't undernstand why they take Mr. Tada's or Kodama's wond gorn LL.
He says thein wonrds don't mean nothing to them.
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DECEMBER 11, 1944

TALK WITH MR. KUNITANI

/ 1 was, of course, very interested in obtaining Mr. Kunitani's view about the inter-
change between Kodama and Yamada. I also wanted to learn more about members being asked
to withdraw from the Resegregationist Groups:''because they were not Japanese''. But I

thought it might be crude and "not Japanese" to ask specific questions, so I listened and

hoped Mr. Kunitani would reveal his sentiments indirectly;7

Mr. Kunitani was in a very affable mood, He had gene oyer all the Daihyo Sha minutes
for me and pointed out errors in the margin. That is, he'd gone over all these held before
he had to hide. He is going to have the others checked by men present at the later meetings.
I asked him to clear up some of the questions Mr. Nishimoto had raised /[Tat the conference/
about the October 27 meeting with Best. He complied willingly-.

Firing the Farm Workers

1§ Mr. Best hadn't fined the faxrm workens ~=~ We nealized that if the farwm acreage wWas,
to be cuntailed, some workens had to be terminated., We asked Mn. Best ngt to teaminate
them night away but he fust went ahead and did £t.

Mr. Kashima's Funeral

The Japanese people feel very hononed to have people take such. a dinect dnterest in a
binth on death. Howeven, they have a tendency to refuse out of modesty. (Kunitani is
speaking of the widow's statement to Mr. Best that she didn't wish a public funeral.) S¢ 4
Mi. Best had known Japanese psychology a Little more thoroughly, there wouldn't haye. been
that bad feeling.

Mr. Yokota was closely attached to the Kashima gamily. He brought up the suggestion
that the funeral should be on a centerwdide scale. It was voted on and &0 decided 4in a
Daihyo Sha meeting.

Vokota was head of the Jikkoo<inn [Executive Committee/, and fook an active part in
executing the funeral. My name was put in as head of the Sogd Ain [ Burial Seryice
Committee/. Anybody who was head of the Daihyo Sha ~ T being the head, naturally my podL~
tion would be at the head. But actually The work was done by Mr. Yokata and his friends.

"M, Best was afraid of another outbreak at that time. We explained that the funeral
was considered a sacred thing and that there would be no trouble.

Those boys who Lined up and attended the funeral - we didn't know they would attend
the funeral in that manner. The conspicuous point was they Lined up and marched toward the
funeral ground in military gashion.

T asked MWi. Best Later why didn't he Let the people know he was going %o have a picture
taken. He took the pictures without Letting anyone know what he was doing. The boys thought
he was taking the picture forn propaganda purtposes.

The Block Manager Question on October 27, 1943

The people knew and the Administration knew that the block managens are more or Less
{igureheads. They are just go-betweens between the Administration and the people. And
when the time comes gor any majon grievance to be presented, whether it be to the Adminds-
tration on the Spanish Consul, the bLock managers should act only as go-betweens.
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Even now that feeling exists. The pegple feel if there should be a central commitiee
here, the block managens should take no part in 4.

The neason this point came up - £f they were put undern the Central Committee, supposing
the block managern should step outside of his capacity? The Central Committee would be able
to quell such an attempt on the part of the blLock managers.

Right now the Civic Onganizations has been taking steps curtailing the expenses ¢f
maviages. Such things are not thein fobs.

We intended to keep them (block managers) aé figureheads. The only result of that would
be if something came up Lhat the Central CommiZfee felt was not thein duty, the Central
Committee could tell them that the problem should be undern the Central Committee.

The American Flag Matter

The American glag 4in the center was brought douwn by one of the Boy Scouts. He felt
that the §lag of any nation should command that much respect. He feared that some rude
boys would get hold of £t and thample on £t. He ftook £t down.

There was a humor however, that somebody might tear it down.

There 45 a small ghoup of young kids 4in camp ~ 17 on 18 yeans okd -~ nadicals from Jerome.
They came with the Rater ghoup and 1T think they were sent here just to get nid of them. Thdas
camp 45 becoming a regular dumping ground.

Renunciation of Citizenship

I asked Mr. Kunitani what he thought about the renunciation of citizenship.

I'm not going to nenounce mine. If§ a man doesn't have Japanese citizenshdp, Lf he
rnenounces £t, he'fl be without a counthy. (Mary Okita said the same thing this morning.)
I'2L tell you this much. When T déd declare my intention to go back to Japan 1 wouldn't
want to fool this country on evade any obligations 4in this country by saying that 1 wanted
to go back to Japan and then stay here.

Whatever the outcome, 1 shall go back to Japan. The only thing 45, T want to be honest
with mysels.

Resegregation Group and Hokoku

lﬁi then ventured to ask what he thought Resegregationists were trying to accomplish;7

What they'nre IngLng to do 45 very ungentlemanly and verny cowardly, 1T think T can just
about tell what they'ne up %o.

There are some people being expelled (from the Sokuji Kikoku) o1 np concrete reason.
One man was expefled because he worked under Ma., Tshida thying to get people out of the
stockade. Now he's been tenmed informer and expelled from membership. Wornse sELL, one of
the nesponsible men said this in o wuitten statement and gave £t to this man. He's neally
angry.

lfkunitani would say no more, but after this statement, I no longer had any doubt that
he was not on good terms with the leaders of the Resegregation Group./
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DECEMBER 12, 1944

/ On December 12 I visited Mr. Kato, who, like Mr, Kunitani had been a very active
member of the Daihyo Sha Kai and, like Kunitani, confined in the stockade. But Mr. Kato
was now an enthusiastic member of the Resegregation Group. He talked about many subjects,
but at the end of our visit he said:/

Out of the 14 who came out of the stockade, only 4 of us are in the Hokoku. The rest
are more on Ress against us. T don't care to hear about what they are doing.

(Kato again told me about the Resegregation Group"s plan to make Abe a Shiji (Advisor)
and Kunitani a Dancho (group leader). He also said that all during the incident he had
often not agreed with Kunitani but had supported him for the "sake ¢f the incident."

In the stockade I almost got into a fight with four fellows. But I said, "I'm not
supponting George or Reverend Abe. I'm supporting the incident.' 1 sald, "Once we are
out of the stockade, if Reverend Abe and Geonrge continue, I'm going my way." Because
George was the chainman 1 always wanted to see him my way. George really wanted the ne-
segregation progham as you can see from the meeting with Mr, Best.t

When he brought out the statement thanking the people (statement has been sent along
some time ago in notes) he didn't even show Lt to me. fHe used my name without showing A%
Lo me.

I asked Kato about the July hunger strike in the stockade.

Hunger Strike — July 1944

There was something fishy about after the hungen strnike. Best was always glad to

see Abe and Kunitani and he wouldn't see me. On September 4 he saw Kunitand and Abe and
Kagawa and on the 5th he saw me. For goodness sake, why doesn't he see us togethen!

Not only that, when Wayne Collins came 1 told Reverend Abe and Gepnge, 'Say, I think
At would be a good L{dea if T asked a written apology from Mr. Best since he just said he
made a blunder in putting us 4in the stockade." But Reverend Abe said bluntly, 'This 45
no time.'

lii. It is worthy of note that when the Negotiating Committee met with Mr. Best on
October 26, 1943, their agenda included a request for clarification of the status of
Tule Lake residents: '"the question was raised of the desireability of resegregation,
involving the separation of "loyals"' or 'fence-sitters' from the genuinely "disloyal'
and sincere repatriates for whom Tule Lake had been designed as a segregations center,
(See Thomas and Nishimoto, p. 125)/
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DECEMBER 15, 1944

/ On December 15, Mr. Hamaguchi, one of those who had been expelled from the
Resegregationist group, went to the Resegregationist Headquarters in Block 54, accosted
Tokuichi Matsubara, the nominal head to the Resegregation Group, and demanded the reason
for his expulsion. Mutsubara, according to report, gave him a rude reply. Hamaguchi
thereupon seized a piece of wood from a nearby woodpile, Matsubara grabbed a mop, and
the two men had at it in what must have been a strange parody of a samurai sword duel.
Although the fight lasted only a few minutes, strong-arm boys from both factions and a
crowd of several hundred spectators assembled. Called on for an explanation, Hamaguchi
made a speech, denouncing the Hokoku for gangster tactics and for the degregation of the
true spirit of Japan.

The leaders of the Resegregation Group at once approached the high ranking members of
the Administration and told them that if proper steps were not taken immediately, they
would take matters into their own hands. The Project Attorney told me that they had said;
"We have 1,000 young men to call on, “and had even hinted at the possibility of assassina-
tions. They also plastered the latrines and laundry rooms with mimeographed statements to
the effect that their "peaceful organization" had been attacked by "gangsters",

The project police immediately arrested eleven men (eyidently accused by the Resegre-
gationist leaders) and confined them in the Klamath Falls jail. Among these arrested was
Mr. Kodama, the black belt judo man and friend of Kunitani's, who had challenged Mr. Yamada,
the leader of the Hokoku on the eyening of October 30.

On December 18 I had a long talk with Mr. Yamashita, who was perhaps the most influen-
tial of the Resegregationist leaders, and with his wife, He made no reference to Kunitani
although he did tell me that if the Administration did not take proper action and "Lf once
our onganization has to stand up, they will give up their Lives. Tf these gangstens get
only a 90 day fjail sentence, the boys (HSkoku) wifl do £t . . . They'£L say, “Let's make
big trouble'." AR

Mrs. Yamashita interjected here; "I'm afraid bombs won't be able to stop them on
tanks eithern."

Later in the day, however, I talked again with Mr. Goodman, the Project Attorney, who
told me:

I takked to George Kunitani and Tada today. 1T heard that they wanted fo see me, 50
1 sent the wornd along that they could if they wanted to. So they came up., 1 told them
to get thein witnesses togethen. 1 tokd them T was interested only in this case, not in
fighting among factions. 1 told them I'm very sorry Lt's taking 50 Long but that 1've
dropped all other work to handle only this case, 1 told them the information recedyed
waranted the issuance of warrants. No man £5 guilty until he's proven 0. So they've
gone out to get thein witnesses. They say they could bring in 50 but I told them a few
good ones - actual eye-witnesses would be betten than many poor congusing ones. 1 also
told them that they could hire a Lawyer if they chose, but that would drag out the case.

They told me theirn group says: "UnlLess those guys are Let out and Let out quickly,
we won't be nesponsible forn what happens."

I said: "You can tell those guys fon me that this will be a thiak on the facts. We
don't want any witnesses who are not eye-witnesses.
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The Abe and Kunitani ghoup keep tearing them (the Sokuji) down, saying, "This {4
a viokation of Law." ‘ i

The guy whose most worrnied &5 Wikson (Head of Internal Security) because his evacuee
police department s made up of a Lot ¢f the Abe and Kunitani bunch.l

Abe and Kunitani said indirectly, so that the wond got o me, that if both principles,
Hamaguchi and Matsubara get 10 days suspended, everybody will be happy.

From testimony £t seems that Hamaguchi went to the block and started to quarrel with
Matsubara in front of the mess hall. Both of the men grabbed forn a mop and got it. The
mop broke and Hamaguchi got the business end and banged Matsubara gven the head and the
hand with {t. Then a group which had come with Hamaguchi made a ring argund the fighting
men 0 there would be no intewwuptions — from the Sokoku bunch. Sort of refenees. Hamaguchdi's
son and wife got hit Zoo, trhying o stop the fight. We've got all the weapons including the
broken mop and the sticks.

I'm going to swearn in every witness and warn them about perjunry.
The formal hearing began on December 19, but I was not perpitted to attend this session.
I did however talk to Mr. Baker, a member of the WRA Internal Security and, after the session,

with Mr. Goodman, the Project Attorney.

TALK WITH MR, BAKER OF INTERNAL SECURITY

Had a chat with Mrs. Baker today and it lasted until Mr. Baker came in. He had been
at the beginning of the Matsubara-Hamaguchi trial. First of all, he said he did not approve
of the fact that the trial was being speeded up so much. He thought it would haye been
just as well to postpone it 30 days. The boys wouldn't make any more trouble either way. He
seemed happy over the fact that Best was scared to death about the whole business. Baker feels
that both groups would give their eye-teeth to get this matter into the newspapers and hope
to do Best great harm thereby. Baker also told me that it was Kira who came up and laid the
Sokuji ultimatum of "instant justice or else" before Best. Then Abe asked to see Best but
was refused and told to go to Internal Security. This Abe would not do but sent his "disciples"
[TBaker's term/ to Internal Security in his stead, Evidently it was Goodman who finally in-
vited them up to see him. Baker believes that either group is capable of starting deliberate
trouble to get the matter into the newspapers.

TALK WITH MR. GOODMAN

The defendants have been accused of assault and battery, aggrayated assault and battery,
disorderly conduct, and disturbance of the peace. They were to be accused of riot but Goodman
scratched this out, lest the newspapers get hold of it and start more fuss about more “riots
in Tule Lake". The defendants are all being housed in the Internal Security office tonight.
Goodman believes he has both groups up a tree because they have both threatened that they
will not be responsible if their side does not win. Goodman feels that since they have ad-
mitted they could hold their boys down if they got justice, they have taken the responsibility
for any trouble. (These statements, I think, were made in writing.) According to Mr. Goodman
Yamashita came to the trial of his own accord today. The business conducted was the testi-
mony of Yamada and the questioning of the plaintiff, Matsubara by Goodman., Tada and Kunitani
started in on Yamada and he broke down on the stand and couldn't say a thing. Yamada had
signed the complaint naming the attackers. But Tada (who used to be head of evacuee Internal
Security) made him admit that he had seen nothing. Yamada was so scared he trembled. He

ZE: I was not aware that many of Abe and Kunitani's friends were on the eyacuee police
force, but after some reflection, I think this may haye been so./
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wouldn't look at Tada or Kunitani. "If you didn't see them," said Tada, "How come you

knew all their names?" Yamada tried to get out of it by saying that he had only acted as
interpreter for Matsubara. But it turned out that Matsubara had only recognized a couple
of his assailants, among them howeyer, being Kodama. Yamashita did his best to tell Goodman
the case should be tried in Alturas, but Goodman said it was a goyernment case and besides,
the Alturas court didn"t want it. Yamashita also wanted to bring in more witnesses. (All
in all, it did not sound like a very good day for the Hoshi-dan, Goodman told me that I
could attend tomorrow and see Tada and Kunitani question Matsubara.)

Goodman also told me that Wilson, head of evacuee Internal Security, keeps saying
to him, "Turn them all lose and I'll guarantee there won't be any trouble."
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DECEMBER 20, 1944

HEARING OF 11 YOUNG MEN - ACCUSED BY HGSHI,DAN

/ Having now been giyen permission to attend the hearings, I did so and took yery
careful notes./

On entering the room where the hearing was to be held I saw only the defendants present.
They were eating breakfast in a happy-go~lucky manner, and put on a good show of bravado and
self-confidence. After a while, Kunitani, Tada, Kagawa and some witnesses from block 54
entered. . . among whom was Bill Higashi, my old friend from Gila.

Next - in stalked the Hoshi-dan witnesses with Yamashita, their advisor, Tsuchikawa,
Yamada (who looked pretty sick) and Kato, who looked calm as usual. The contrast between
the normal haired defendants and the shayed head Hoshi men was terrific.

Matsubara had given his testimony yesterday and today"s proceedings opened with his cross
examination by Kunitani and Tada:

_Z_Mr. Matsubara gave all of his testimony in Japanese and his responses and the questions
put to him were translated by an interpreter. /

Thompson: (hearing officer)"Vesterday afternoon, Mr. Matsubara stated that when he me Mn.
Hamaguchi he also saw Kodama, and that when Hamaguchd yelled, M. Kodama came
running. What did Mr. Hamaguchd say?"

Matsubara: He sald, "T must apologdze for what T said."

Thompson: How did he know Mr, Kodama came running?
Matsubara: It was while Mr. Hamaguchl was talking T noticed.

Thompson: I£ Looked as 4§ he (Matsubara) had his back to him (Kodama).
Matsubara: As I was coming out of the mess hall 1 was facing in that direction.

CROSS EXAMINATION

Runitani: What {8 your present capacity in the Sokoku Kenkyu Hoshi-dan?

Thompson: Has your question anything to do with the {§ight?
Matsubara: I am president of the Jochd-idin.
Goodman:  (Project Attorney) You may choss examine him only on matterns on which he ftestified.

Kunitani: How many of the defendants did you see at the scene of the crime?
Matsubara: I saw many but I recognize only four faces.

Kunitani; Tell me theiln names.
Matsubara: Kodama, Imizu, Mizuno, Yamatand.

Kunitani: How did you know M, Yamatand?
Matsubara: Mr. Yamatand was introduced Zo me ¢nce before.
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Scene of first fight between Matsubara

and Hamaguchi

Kunitani: What 48 his st name?

Matsubara: Peason who intrhoduced him did not
Lokl me his finst name.

(Plaintiff points to Yamatani.)

Where did you get the mgp?

Kunitani:

Matsubara:

It was at the &scene ¢f the §ight.

Did you take the mop with the in-
tention of hitting Mr. Hamaguchd?
Matsubara: No

Kunitani:

Kunitani: Tsn't (& thue that you can moye a

bunch of boys at your fingertips?

Objects — no business 4n testimony.

Gopdman;

X

Tada: (This is the Tada of stockade fame,

supposed to be head of the gamblers,

i

leader of riyval pressure group, ex-—

Tada;

Matsubara:

Taday

Matsubara:

Tada:

Matsubara:

Tadaz i

Matsubara:

Tada:

Matsubara:

head of Japanese police.) On the

morning of the 14th what time did

you meet Mn. Hamaguchd at BLock 547
Matsubara: At the Latrine.

Scene of speech

Inside on outside?
As T was washing my face Mr, Hamaguchd approached me and said, "T have something
Lo say Lo you.

About how Long a conversation did you have at that time?
I don't think the time was very Long.

During the conversation you have stated you didn't use any threatening words
against Mn. Hamaguchd, £s that thue?
Yes

On December 15, as you came out of the messhall and saw Mr. Hamaguchd, did you
notice on didn't you whether Mr. Hamaguchi had any stick orn club {n his hand?
At that time T don't think he had anything in his hand.

In your statement yesterday you stated grom the time you saw M. Hamaguchd and
the time you were f§inst sthuck was about five minutes. Aften Mr. Hamaguchi
approached you, you said you had one minutes talk with him. Do you hemember
whethern Mr. Hamaguchd struck you with his §4is€ on with a club?

The time was about five minutes as £t was something that happened s0 momentarily.
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Tada: Do you think. or haye you actually seen whether Mr. Hamaguchd neached fon any
club on any stick that you might have struck §inst? Do you think Mr. Hamaguchd
had that chance of ghabbing a weapon in such a shornt mement?

Goodman; Objects = his opinion wouldn't matter.

Kunitani: In yestenday's testimony you stated you did not stnike Mr. Hamaguchd?
Matsubara:l did nof.

Kunitani: In yesterday's testimony you testifded you did not threaten to strike Ma. Hamaguchd?
Matsubara;Yes

Kunitani: On the moining of December 14, when you had a conversation with Mr. Hamaguche, <sn'xt
At thue that 16 on 17 young boys sunrnounded M, Hamaguchd?

Goodman: I object - the trhial here 45 not for any assault that took place on the 14%h.

Kunitani: On the moanding of the 14th, was anyone present but yourself?
Matsubara;At the beginning only two. Later people began to gather, so with my good intentions
of avoiding a fight T advised Mr. Hamaguchd very earnestly to go away.

Kunitani; On the morning of the 14th, duning the convernsation you made no threatening
gesture on words. Is that thue?
Matsubara:I did nof.

Thompson: When you sent Ma, Hamaguchi away (on the 14th) did you make any statement, "Go
and neyver come back"?
Matsubara:I sadid fon him Zo come to the central committee.

Kunitani: Pardon me - he also stated, "Come back at anytime at aff" (Kunitani was correcting
the interpretor here.)

Thompson: PLease nepeat the statements.
Matsubara:He asked me what time he should come back and he .

Yamashita: (interrupts) When Mr. Hamaguchi came to see you at the Latrine on the 14th in
the morning, that time you told Mr. Hamaguchd that you can come back anytime %o
see me on to the centrnal committee of the Sokuji Kikoku Hoshi dan.

Matsubara:I£'s no use to come over to see me because T don't know. 1 said, come to the
Central Committee of the Onganization.

Ross: (an interpreter, corrects Kunitani's translation) He said, {£'s no use asking me at alk.
(I should explain here that Kunitani first put the question to Matsubara in English and then

in Japanese. Then Matsubara answered in Japanese and Kunitani translated in English, checked
by Mr. Ross and Miss Newberry, interpreters.)

Tada: 1 wish the court would remember the statement Mrn. Matsubara has fust stated now.

Goodman: It's 4n the recond.
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ler. Goodman then proceeded to questipn Mr, Hamaguchi for the prosecution, but
Hamaguchi was unable to identify any ¢f the weapons exhibited, These were a 2 by 2
about 30 inches long, with a nail 1 1/2 inches long protruding from one end, a 2 by 4
about two feet long, and a large flat board about 6 1/2 inches by 1/2 inch about a yard
long. Goodmaﬁ_then questioned Mr, Matsubara's son Mori, who testified that he had seen
a number ofmenwho had tried to keep other people from approaching his father and Mr.
Hamaguchi. "They wenre keeping othern people from going <n." He also identified the piece
of wood with the protruding nail as the one carried by Mr. Kodama.

CROSS EXAMINATION BY MR, KUNITANI

Kunitani: When did you see Mr. Yamada, / the young Hkoku leader who had signed the com-
plaint naming the assailants of Matsubara/?
Matsubara: I didn't see him.

Kunitani: In other words, you did not see him on the 15th?
Matsubara: I saw him Later 4in the office.

Kunitani: What time?
Matsubara: I can't say.

Kunitani: Can you gdve the approximate time?
Matsubara: I couldn't tell exactly.

Kunitani: Was {f after the fight?
Matsubara: Yes

Goodman: Was £t {mmediately or some time aftern?
Matsubara: (Nods to some time after.)

Kunitani: You testified you did not know which piece of wood M, Imachi and Mr. Matsubara
were struggling with?
Matsubara: I cowldn't tell what £t was.

Kunitani: You testified you saw Mr. Yamada in the block 54 office. What did you do?
Goodman: Objects -

Kunitani: When you came out of the mess on December 15, and finst saw the cincle, you
sadld you saw about ten persons?
Matsubara: About ten. At that scene - T wasn't there too Long.

ook R %Rk R R %R

Mr. Goodman then questioned Mrs. Matsubara, a very small, middle-aged woman. She
testified that she had heard a great noise, had run to the scene, and that "I thought my
husband was being killLed". She also testified that she had seen two men carrying sticks.
She pointed to Mr. Hamaguchi and then said: "I saw Mr. Kodama swinging a big stick." Her
husband, she said, "was {njured on his head and hand."

Goodman Did Mn. Hamaguchi on Mn. Kodama make any attempt to strike you?
.Matsubara: They were standing there and Mrn. Hamaguchi had a stick and T asked him 4if he
was going to stnike me.

Known to be friends of Abe, Tada, and Kunitani./
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Goodman: What did he say?

/Mrs. Matsubara answered in Japanese with a statement which caused the defendants
and many of the spectators to burst into.loud and prolonged laughter. The members of the
Resegregation Group, howeyer, remained silent and expressionless. Mrs, Newberry, one of
the interpreters, explained that the phrase was very profane./ ;

Kunitani requested permission to speak:

In the Japanese Language, men beding consdidered superiorn to women, 50 a man can say
about anything which would not be considered profane. Those words are mild when they are.
spoken by a man.

Goodman: I am inclined to disagree undern the cincumstances described in the case.

Mr. Yamashita then requested permission to speak:

As the defendants' advisorn fust spoke of such Language used in Japan more or Less
pamiliarly. Please do not misunderstand. Profane Language cannot be spoken <n public.
It can be considered fust as bad as in any Language. PLease do not be misinformed.

Kunitani: I'm sony fo disagree. 1T happen fo be a common fellow. Neverntheless I have
certain ghound to contest that statement.

Thompson: 1§ the statement has any bearing we can take {t to a place where we can get L%
Antenpreted.

Goodman: Did you thy to assist youwr husband?
Mrs.Matsubara: Yes, T did, because I thought he was going to be killed. T trnied to ftake the
stick away grom Mr. Hamaguchd.

Goodman: What did Mr. Hamaguchi do to you?
. Matsubara: After he said dinty wornds, he shoved me asdide.

Goodman: Did you gall down?
. Matsubara: Yes, I fell. My back was hurt and <8 sTULL painful.

/Mr. Goodman continued to questionMrs. Matsubara who was unable to identify any of the
defendants except Mr. Kodama. Mr. Kunitani said that he did not wish to cross examine. Then
Mrs. Matsubara said: "Since thein father was beaten up my children don't want to eat," and
she began to cry. Mr. Goodman asked her how old her children were, and she said 6 and 8. He
advised her to see a doctor about the children. Several other witnesses were called, but
Mr. Kunitani did not cross examine them./

AFTERNOON SESSION

I arrived early in the afternoon before the hearing began. Kunitani began to josh
his friend Kagawa, telling one of the Internal Security men that Kagawa had offered to
serve all the sentences which might be meted out to the defendants. Kunitani explained that
Kagawa had gained so much weight since leaving the stockade that he'd decided to go to jail
to lose weight. These sallies caused loud laughter on the part of the defendants and the
friendly witnesses. (None of the Resegregationists had as yet arrived.) Kunitani said to
Kagawa, "You don't need to wornry,We'll take care of your wife for you." This got the loudest
yells of laughter. Kagawa replied lamely, "ALL he's interested in 45 my wige." "You shouldn't
Let the Rast joke out of your pocket," said Kunitani. When the Hookoku men came in, however,
everything became solemn again.
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Lfour additional witnesses for the prosecution now gave their testimony. All
were young men. Since they all said much the same thing and were not cross—examined
I have omitted fiye pages here./

ZZ young woman was then called and testifiedi7

I got Lunch for my mother-in-Law and sisten-in-Law. T saw Ma. Matsubara and M.
Hamaguchd gighting. Mr. Hamaguchi struck Mr. Matsubara with his fist three times. 1
did not see eithern with a weapon. T noticed other men around whom T had nevern seen before.

Kunitani did not cross-examine her, stating that "he wowld spare the young Lady."
lz man called Miyamoto was then called to testify: He saidi7

Miyamoto: I heard someone running across my block saying, "There's a §ight in block 54.
So T went over. 1 didn't see anyone hit anyone else. T saw Mr. Hamaguchd
shouting Loudly with another group. T didn't hear what he was saying.

/At this point I wrote in my notes that it was amazing that so many witnesses had
testified that they had heard Mr. Hamaguchi shouting loudly, but not one would repeat
anything he said. Later, I learned from uninyolved respondents, that in his speech Mr.
Hamaguchi had denounced the Hookoku for gangster tactics and for degregation of "the
true spirit of Japan'"./

Miyamoto: I heard Mr. Shitanishi threatened. Hamaguchi said something to me. T don't
nemember what £t was. He had no cfub. The oldern Shinoyama too said something
to me. I don't nemember what it was. It was something threatening and dinty
words. The younger Shiroyama brothern held my facket and threatened to hit
me. Another boy held my facket %too.

Thompson:  Did anyone hit you?

Miyamoto: No. But Mrt. Kono, Sawada and Kodama with a stick, they attempted to hit me.
He didn'Zt naise his stick but pulled it behind. I said something to them
but T don't nemember what it was.

Goodman: Were you there when the police arrived?
Miyamoto:  Some of them throw thein sticks on the ground and started to run away.

CROSS—-EXAMINATION

Kunitani:  What center are you grom?
Miyamoto:  Jeiome.

Kunitani: These boys (defendants and Miyamoto) all come grom the same center. That's
just a reminder.

Tada: Did you go grom block 52 to 54 alone?
Miyamoto: Two boys came with me.

/Eﬁo additional witnesses were called, but neither wpuld say much and there was
no cross—examination;/ Mr. Thompson remarked;

It seems to me that thene arne a Lot ¢of witnesses coming here whe know Little on
nothing about the case.
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/Mr. Hamaguchi now took the stand in his defense.

0=

He is 30 years old and liyes

in block 57./

Kunitani:
Hamaguchi:

Kunitani:

Hamaguchi:

Thompson:
Hamaguchi:
Kunitani:
Thompson:
Kunitani:
Goodman:

Kunitani:
Hamaguchi:

Kunitani:
Hamaguchi:

Thompson:
Hamaguchi:

On December 14th did you haye any conversation with Mr. Matsubara?
Ves.

Where?

Mr. Matsubara was in the Latnine. T went in and said, "Good Morning," 1
waited until he had brushed his teeth. We were outside by the coal pile.
Wetl, T said, "Mr. Matsubara, T came to straighten out a mattern ¢f expelling
me from the  Hoshi-dan. T've seen you twice before. You tokd me you didn'zt
know anything about Ct. But the night before T had neceiyved the minutes 02
the Hoshi-dan meeting of October 11, Acconding to these minutes you anre the
one who stafed in the meeting of the committee that I'm to be expelled.” M.
Matsubara said, "T don"t know nothing about &t. 1t's a frameup.”

When he sald that T noticed about 16 boys behdind me.l Mrn. Matsubara said:
"You haven'zt any business in 54. Get the hell out." One boy said, "Are you
Looking forn trhouble in this block? and he shoved me.

I said:  "Mn. Matsubara, why don"t you stop these boys?"

He said: "If you don't get the hell out I'LL sock you."

I said T'RL come back with the minutes and show you defdinitely what you
said at the committee meeting. 14 I'd gotten into a further argument with
M. Matsubara, T'd been mopped up.

When you were pushed on December 14th, did you make ng complaint to the Colonial
PoLice Force?
No

Can you recognize any of Zhe boys who were there?
That has no bearing on this case.
Yesternday Mrn. Matsubara testifded that he did not strike you on the 14th?

Objects.

On Decemben 15, why did you go to block 547

I went there to straighten out a personal mattern. 1T brought gvern the minutes.
Tell the conversation that took place.

T went in 54. 1 went up to him. He wouldn't Look at me. T said, "We can't
get any place. Why don't you stop?" He did stop. With his rnight hand he
swung out at me. Defending myself, T gave him a Left jab on the jaw.

You just struck him once?

As T did that he swung round. T noticed his glasses were hanging over his
night ean. He twwed around to the wood-pile. His glasses dropped into the
woodpile. He picked up the mop, holding the side with the nag. T ducked. He
hit me and the mop flew ¢ff. I trnied to get the mob away. T stumbled and
pell down. He hit me on the knee with the fagged end and tore my pants. (shows

torn pants). I sprang away and ghabbed the mop end. T hit him on the head.

Evidently these were Hookoku boys, many of whom lived in block 54;7
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Kunitani;
Hamaguchi ;

Thompson:
Hamaguchi:

Thompson:
Hamaguchi:

Tada:
Hamaguchi:

Tada:
Hamaguchi:

Tada:
Hamaguchi:

Thompson:
Hamaguchi;

Thompson:
Hamaguchi:

Thompson:
Hamaguchi:

==

Was £t Mr, Matsubara who struck you §inst?
Yes.

Do you haye any scans?
No. But my back hurt me all the next night. Aftern T struck Mr. Matsubara
on the head, T saw him facing toward me. It was the only thing T could dg.

I picked up a Lathe in self~degense. He backed away and T followed hdim.

He stopped (around barrack 10). I saw him gesturing %o Aomabodz, Aaydng,
"Come and get him," Mrs. Matsubara came out and grabbed my stick. She said,
"Why don't you strnike me?"

T said, "I'm man enough. not to strike a woman." She wouldn't Let go ¢f the
Then she got up and walked auway.

stick. T pulled and she fell to her knees.
Mr. Matsubara went -back to pick up his glasses. Then T walked around £his
way (north of barrack 10) T wanted to know why a certain boy pushed me yester-
day. T wanted to get his explanation. T spotted him. It was Mr. Matsubara's
son. T said, "Weren't you the boy who pushed me yesternday? At that time a
fellow (Mr. Miyamoto) came out and said, "Explain." Then T explained.

Was £ Mr. Miyamoto?

Ves. Mr. Miyamoto Looked as if he understood my side ¢f <t. He said, "What's
going on hene?" He said, "Let me handle this mattern." He sadid, "T'ZL call
Mrn. Yamada. He would §4x £t up." AL this time 150 fellows (of Hookoku) were
there. Somebody said about three times, "Stap that fellow down ~ get him."

Was there a pretty big crowd?
There was approximately 450 to 500 people.

How Long did you make a speech?
It wasn't exactly a speech. T thought 1'd explain to eyerybody.
about twenty-five minutes to a half hour.

I spoke

What kind of response did you get from the crowd?
1 hearnd three different times, "That's night - Sure he's rnight."

(Asks for description of beginning of fight.)

When he came out of the mess hatl T tokd him to.stop. 1 saw about a hal
dozen boys rushing towarnd wme. Mr. Matsubara said, "I tokd you to get the
hell out of my bLock before." That's when he swung on me.

Did you go alone?
Yes. - Well, because of the day before incident 1 went to Kodama and 1 told
him what happened.

Did you tell Mn. Kodama that you were going Zo block 54 at noon the next day?
Yes.

CROSS-EXAMINATION

Goodman:
Hamaguchi:

Goodman:
Hamaguchi:

How much. do you weigh?
132 pounds.

Do you engage 4in any exercise orn athletics?
I ddid when T went to high school.

I said, "T have nothing against you, Mrs. Matsubara."
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Goodman: Do you work hene?
Hamaguchi: Yes, 4n housing. 1I'm a water adjuster.

Goodman: Do you do any wrestling?
Hamaguchi:  No.

Goodman: When did you Last see Mr. Matsubara before the 15th?
Hamaguchi:  On the afternoon of the day before.

Goodman: When you had the tusste with Mr, Matsubara where were your friends?
Hamaguchi: T didn't see them. T finst saw them when Mr. Matsubara picked up the mop
and struck me.

Goodman How Long was it aften Mr. Matsubara struck you that you delivered the speech?
Hamaguchi: E{ght or nine minutes.

Goodman: Who else Left with you?
Hamaguchi: I Left by myself.

Goodman: What happened to Mr. Kodama? Did you see him?
Hamaguchi: He disappeared some place.

Goodman: When did Nozama Leave?
Hamaguchi: T don't know.

Goodman: When did Yamatani Leaye?
Hamaguchi: I don't recall.

Goodman: Do you nemembern seeing any of the boys Leave before you Left?
Hamaguchi: I don't know.

Goodman: ALL 0§ these boys were with you at the time?
Hamaguchi: Yes.

Goodman: 15 this the mop?
Hamaguchi: Yes.

Goodman: When you grabbed hold of it was &t broken?
Hamaguchi: 1t was busted.

Goodman: Did you takk to any of the othen boys about going to block 54 but Kodama?
Hamaguchi:  No.

HAMAGUCHI DISMISSED, MR, KODAMA CALLED.

(Hamaguchi is a medium sized Japanese of slender build. He made a colorful witness
and gave an impression of frankness. Mr. Kodama is quite tall and enormously strong. Both
of the men speak good, if ungrammatical English. Kodama lives in block 66 and is 28 years
old. He is a former prize-fighter and was Judo instructor at Jerome Center and here. He
has the black belt.) '

Kodama: Sometime on the afterncon of the 14th Mr. Hamaguchd had saw me about the in-
cldent of the morning. He tokd me he was going back and settle the argument
the next afternoon. And acconding to his stony 1 felt bodily harm would be
done 80 T proceeded to bLock 54 on the 15th and at that time T didn't know
if Hamaguhel was <n the block, T waited around.
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Goodman:
Kodama:

Kunitani:
Kodama:

Thompson:
Kunitani:

Kodama:

Thompson:
Kodama:

Tada:
Kodama :

Thompson:
Kodama:

December 20, 1944 -33-

How Long would you have waited around £f you hadn't seen hdim.

Oh, all afternoon, L guess. (laughter from those attending) Then 1
spotted Hamaguchi. 1 saw a bunch. of fellows come out of the mess hatl. 1
just stood there. T stood there until Mn. Hamaguchd was swung at. Then
they had a scramble as Mr. Hamaguchi descnibed. Tt Looked as if the boys
standing there werne going to rush in. Some of them said something about
getting a knife on a stick. So T went to the wpodpile and picked one up.

What made you pick up the wood?

One fellow said something about a knife and ran toward the kitchen. Seeding
that this was a personal matter T just Let Hamaguchi and Matsubara have their
arngument. ALL this time T could see fellows gathering around. They were alf
bald headed (shouts of laughter from all defendents and friends)l and we wene
very much outnumbered.

How many were there?
About 50. After we moved to this section (lower part of block) there were
about 100 to 150 fellows - akl bald headed.

What <5 the significance of these clipped heads?
T don't know.
11 boys here onky one belLongs to the SokujL.

I bekong to the onganization, that s, T pay my dues.
I don'"t know who <t 45.

04 the

Aftern the argument, they both got up and Hamaguchi had picked up another

piece of Lathe. Mn. Matsubara was backing up. He kept signalling for some

0f the fellows to jump &n. They didn't care to fight. Mrs. Matsubara came

in. We Let hen past. T thought she was fust one of the people Living in the
block. She went forn Mu. Hamaguchi's stick. She grabbed the stick. Mr.
Matsubara was making every effont to hit - stnike Mike (Hamaguchi).He pufled

on the stick and she stumbled. Seeing <t was a man to man affair ~- Mr. Matsu-
bara threw down his mop and Mike threw his stick away. Mr. Miyamoto came along.
He had no business there. T missed one part ~ when Mus, Matsubara went down
she called fon the emengency bugle call. Tt might have been a bluff.

Did you see Mr. Hamaguchd strnike Mr. Matsubara?
Aftern Mr. Matsubara had lung his arm.

Then you mernely went over there to see that Mr. Hamaguché wouwldn't get hurt?
Yes

Did you Zake anyone with you?
No sin.

;I. Sometime in late November or early December male members of the Resegregationist

Groups shaved their heads, in imitation, some said, of the Japanese Army.

People

who were not members began to refer to them as "shavedheads'" or, more derogatorily,

as '""baldheads".

The followers of Abe, Kunitani, and Tada came to be called "longhairsﬁ;7
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CROSS—-EXAMINATION

Goodman: When did you finst see Mori Matsubana?
Kodama: I don't nemember - but T did see him Latex.

Goodman: Did you see anybody thying to help Mr. Matsubara?
Kodama: No

Goodman: Was there a group of friends there #trying to hedp you on were. you alone?
Kodama: I presume there were sgme friends.

(Goodman got Kodama to admit Kono and Mits Sawada were there. — Also that
the boys formed a circle to keep people from interrupting.)

There was really no cinele until we thought there would be trhouble.

(Goodman here went into detail on how Kodama and the boys. were not worrying

about the safety of Mr. Matsubara, that they didn"t go there to protect Mr.

Matsubara. He then asked Kodama if the two by two were the one he was hold-
ing. Kodama admitted that it looked like the stick he held.)

Goodman: (Asked him if he held the stick by the end with the nail in it or the other
end.)

Kodama: At st T held it by the nadl end, but agterward I held it by the other end
because £t was more protection. (laughter from sympathizers)

Goodman: Did you say anything to anybody?
Kodama: No s4in.

Goodman: Did you tell the people to keep away?
Kodama: No s4n.

Goodman: Then there were othen fellows standing around as part o4 a cinele?
Kodama : I don't know.

Goodman: You didn't keep running around the cincle protecting Hamaguchi all by yournseds?
Kodama: (Smiled sweetly in answer as if to imply that he was capable of this.)

Goodman: When Hamaguchi went to the othern end o4 the bLock did you folLow him?
Kodama Yes.

Goodman: Did any of the other boys follow him?
Kodama: I don't know. With me were Mr. Tsuha and M. Kono. T noticed no otherns while
the speech was going on.

Goodman: Did you keep the crowd away while he was delivering the speech?
Kodama: Yes

Goodman: How did the people react to the speech?
Kodama: It seems as if the ofden people were with Mike, but the younger people didn'zt
Look griendly.
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Goodman: How many were there in the group whom you thought would gang up on
Hamaguchi?
Kodama : About 150.

Goodman: How many of you were there?
Kodama: The whole bunch here - They hadn't shown up ti£L we came t¢ the end ¢f
the block. :

/ﬁf. Kodama was dismissed and another witness called. Kunitani introduced him by

saying "Mr. Vamatani has been going to English schook ever sdnce he came out ¢of the
stockade. He was watching the fight."

Mr. Yamatani was questioned briefly and court was adjourned until the next dayi7

Encounter with Wilson

On my way home I met Wilson, head of Internal Security. He expressed himself as most
displeased that this matter had been made so much of and that there was so much. fuss. Eyery-
body knew what the Hoshi-dan was, said he. He felt that the Administration should tell the
Kira gang to go to hell. He told me 160 families had resigned from the Hoshi-dan. Later
inquiries in the colony corroborate this. In fact, eyen more may haye resigned since the
fracas in block 54,
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DECEMBER 21, 1944

l?ématani again took the stand, but neither Goodman nor Thompson questioned him. Kunitani,
however asked: "Did you stnike More Matsubara?" Yamatani responded: "No." Another de-
fendant, Mr. Nozama was then called and _subjected to an extended interrogation by Mr.

Goodman.

Goodman:
Nozama:

Goodman:
Nozama:

Goodman:
Nozama:

Goodman:
Nozama:

Goodman:
Nozama:

Goodman:
Nozama:

Kunitani:

Goodman:

Lﬁr. Kail

Kunitani:
Kai:

Thompson:
Kai:

Thompson:
Kai:

Thompson:
Kai:

Here are the final questions./

Do you study every moaning making Japanese characterns?
Last semesten 1 studied English - Now I'm...?

Do you wonk?

No.

Do you study every morning?
Yes.

Every morning grom the time you Leave the messhall until noon?
In general, yes.

Do the other boys in your room study every morning?
Yes, we all study.

Do you study in the agterncon and do the othens study in the agternoon?
Yes, they study as a rule.

If you want to know how studious these boys are you ought to go to theirn room.
In the stockade they studied five to six hours a day - every day.

If they studied English a Little bit 1 would be able to question them betten.

* % k k %
21 years old was then called and the following interchange took place#7

What do you do?

I go Zo schook. As stated by the previous boys 1 went to block 54 after we heard
the noise and watched the commotion. 1In 54 T went to the Latrine. When I came
out T saw Mr. Hamaguchi and Mr. Shitanishi asking him fon the neason. Mr. Hama-
guchi said, "I§ you want to ask the reason." There were many boys behind Mr.
Shitanishi coming towarnd Ma. Hamaguchi. Then Mr. Hamaguchi stanted in with his
speech. "1 came to see Mr. Matsubara and talk as man to man and this is a pes-
sonal afgairn.”

Did you hold a club at any time?
No.

Did you Wit anyone?
No

Did you take any part in keeping back the crowd?
There were Lots of children Listening to Mr. Hamaguchi's speech as L4 they were
Listening to a principal's speech.
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/Four more witnesses for the defense were called, but Mr. Kunitani did not participate
in the questioning except on one occasion when Mr. Yamashita interrupted with a suggestion
and Kunitani objected. Mr. Goodman quieted them and said that only questions pertinent to
this case might be asked. When the younger Shiroyama brother (age 26), a defendant, was
called, Kunitani began by asking him; "Were you at block 54 on December 15Zh?" The defendant
replied: "I was iLL and in bed. T went to the Latrnine in 49. Then 1 heard a noise and
saw a big crowd around 54. So T went to 54. Mr. Goodman then asked a few questions. When
the older Shiroyama defendant was called (age 37), Kunitani again began the questioning by
asking:/

How many children do you have?
Shiroyama: Oh, about five.

Kunitani: When was the youngest born?

Shiroyama: November 26. 1 was bringing food fon my family gfrom the messhall and then 1
went to get some hot waten. I heard a bunch of boys coming grom the Manzanar
section. T took the water home and then T went Zo 54. There were about 200
people there - shaved heads.

lfhompson and Goodman then asked a few questions. Other witnesses for the defense were
called, but none were present./

Kunitani: Many witnesses refused to come forn fear of retaliation.

Thompson: What do you mean by retaliation? 15 a person agraid to get up in the witness
stand fon fear of what might happen?

Kunitani: 1£'s difgicult to explain.

Thompson: Are you people coming down here 4in gearn?

Kunitani: Concerning this problem, your honor, since the people had to testify forn Mr.
Matsubara, they are afraid they may offend some of them. Some are rathern
hesitant.

Goodman: (suggests subpoena).

Thompson: 04 what are they afraid?

Kunitani: That point 48 rather diffécult for me to testify to because some of them may
have pernsonal reasons ¢n heasons we don't know. Since there L5 some sort of
friction - there {5 a Litthe trouble 4in 54.

Goodman: Are they agrald of getting between two groups?

Kunitani: You could say that.

Goodman: Can you tell me whether they are agraid of a ghoup or of Lndividuals?

Thompson: Are they agraid of any group of people?

Kunitani: 1 couldn't say 40.

Mrs. Higashi of block 54 called - witness for defense. Mrs. Higashi is my Gilan friend,
Bill Higashi's, mother or aunt. ‘

Mrs. Higashi: On December 14th T did not go to breakfast. 1 went to wash my gace and hands.
T heard a noisy commotion outside the Latnine. T don't belong to either side.
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Tada:

Mrs.Higashi:

Kunitani:

Mrs. Higashi:

At the time when you saw Mr. Hamaguchd and M. Matsubara, was there any
threatening wonds given by Ma. Matsubara to Mr. Hamaguchdl?
Yes, T heand Lif.

What did M. Matsubara say?

When T came out of the Latrnine 1 saw a man in a black coat standing quite a
distance away. He said, "I didn't come here to fight. ALL T want 4§ a reasonable
answern." T saw M. Matsubara and three young fellows fofLowing him. Mr. Matsu-
bara stated, "Should T give it to you (hit you)?" Some seven or eight boys made
threatening gestunes toward the man with the black coat.

M. Matsubara said, "Shall I Let you have £t?" again. "T§ you have any evidence,
bring 4t overn." Mn. Hamaguchi said, "I have evidence. TI'RE bring £t overn." Mr.
Matsubara said, "Get the hell out of here." Mr. Hamaguchd said, "I may bring a
man with me." Mn. Matsubara said, "You can bring anybody overn."

lzhother witness for the defense was called and then the session adjourned for lunch./ As I
was leaving the courtroom, Mr. Yamashita, the Resegregationist leader remarked that the notes
I was taking ought to be of great use to me after the war.

AFTERNOON SESSION

As I came in and waited Goodman came up and asked me jokingly if I thought anyone would

object if the hearing were finished off today.
object was to see that justice was carried out.

I replied in a mock sententious tone that his
I heckled him a little bit on not having an

opposing attorney to object to some of his questions, and said that if T didn"t hear what was
said in Hamaguchi's speech I'd raise a riot. He took this seriously, and later told me he had
approached Kunitani who promised to get Hamaguchi to write out the speech whereupon Kunitani

will translate it for Goodman who will pass it on to me.

The atmosphere of the room became

gloomy and tensed as the Sokuji faction stalked in. All sat down and waited silently for the
proceedings to begin.

lfhe secretary and the vice-president of the HOkoku Seinen dan were called to the stand and
questioned at length by Mr. Tada. Mr. Matsubara was then re-called by Mr. Thompson. /

Thompson:

Matsubara:

Thompson:

Matsubara:

Thompson:

Matsubara:

Thompson:

Matsubara:

Thompson:

Matsubara:

Goodman:

Matsubara:

* k% Kk %X % % %

You said (in first statement) that you did not see the mop. Is that night?
Because my glasses had gallen off I couwldn't identify the mop.

Do you nemember stniking Mr. Hamaguchi and hearing something break?
My glasses had fallen off, I didn't know whether Mr. Hamaguchi was standing
there.

Did you hearn anything break?
No.

Do you know of any reason why there shouldn't be a warden in bLock 547
1 asked the committee about that.

Who 45 the committee?
T don't know all of the memberns of the committee. Mr. Murashige 45 one.

Did you see Mr. Hamaguchd fall to the ground?
No.
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Goodman:

Matsubara:

Goodman:

Matsubara:

Goodman:

Matsubara:

~30=
Did you strnike Mr. Hamaguchd at all?
No.

How could you see M. Hamaguchi strnike you 4§ you didn't know he was there?
1 knew Lt because of the hurt on my head.

Ealien you positively stated £t was Mr. Hamaguchi who sthuck you.
I'm sure it was Mrn. Hamaguchi. There wasn't anyone between us.

/During this interchange, two Issei men sitting next to me (who must have been very anti-
Hokoku) kept smiling at me, as if to make sure I understood that Matsubara was contradicting

himself.

Thompson:

Matsubara:

Goodman:

Matsubara:

Goodman:

Matsubara:

Goodman:

Matsubara:

Yamashita:

Goodman:

Thompson:

Matsubara:

Tada:

Thompson:

Matsubara:

They looked delighted,/

You are to have me undenstand that you could walk back and find your glasses and
yet couldn't see a man the size of Mr. Hamaguchd on an object the size of a mop?

(Loud laughter from defense and sympathizers)

1t was not s0 much that. At the moment when my glasses were knocked off my
nerves were upset and T couldn't see.

Mr. Hamaguchi says you struck him on the knee with the jagged end of the mop.
Did you do that?
No I didn't.

Do you know L§ Mr. Hamaguchd was in anyway hurnt?
No, T didn't hunt him.

Did you see anything happen that might have caused hurt to his knee?
No.

Mr. Matsubara wishes to present his personal opinion before the honor and you.

14 he has any additional facts - - -
Go ahead.

(as interpreted by Tachibana) Because of the fact testified of the witness

did not come to his satisfactony undenstanding. Therefore 1 wish to state my
opinion. 1 saw Mr. Hamaguchi standing by the coak pile as T came out 04 the
doon. Mn. Hamaguchi stated as in testimony, "There is something 1 wish to talk
with you." VYet I went forwand.

Mr. Hamaguchi also stated "I told Mr. Matsubara to stop." When T stopped I saw
Mr. Hamaguchi and T also saw M. Kodama and Mr. Yamatani night in gront of mess-
hatl 18 - the other side of the coal pile. 1 know particularly M. Kodama was
behind that coal pile. (Kodama had denied this.) Ma. Nozama and Mr. Sawada and
two othens werne standing with him.

They stated that they are to be enrolled in school on the following Monday, but
1 feel there 45 some doubt.

I object - T think this is irnrnelevant.
Why does he doubt {t?

(via Yamashita) That Mr. Fukushima who Lived 4in ward 11 and the others Livding
farn away from 54, when at such a time they should be eating Lunch - - -
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Kunitani: T don't think this has any bearing on this case. Plenty of the plaintifgs’
witnesses come grom other blocks.

Goodman: (To Yamashita) You are thying to intenpret the evidence for Mr. Thompson.

Lﬁr. Yamada, the leader of the Hokoku was recalled, but testified almost incoherently;7

/Ten days later the verdict was announced: Hamaguchi was given a light sentence; two other
defendants were given suspended sentences; the rest were acquitted./

TALK WITH GOODMAN

li'kpew Goodman would be very communicative after the trial so yisited him the same
evening. /

"We had a Long congerence with Yamashita, Kunitant, Yamada and Tada agter the hearing,
at which time £t was again explained why the men wenre being parofled to Wilson. Wilson
asked Yamada whether he could control his boys. He asked Yamashita whether he could contrhol
the situation. He also asked Kunitand and Tada - and Abe and Kina were mentioned too. 1%
was explained to the Leadens of both sides that Lf any incddent occurnred, they would all be
nesponsible."

Each one (Japanese) delivered a Little speech which was taken down in shornthand. Yama-
shita said that he was only a member of the Hooshi dan , "You gentlemen probably don't undenr-
stand, I'm not the head." he sald.

Kunitani and Tada made very eloquent speeches about the point that ever since Zhe
stockade incident they had been campaigning and practicing peaceful methods. 18,000 people
ought to be able to Live together with peace and harmony.

Yamada explained that he called the police, which 45 Lndicative of his {ntention to
gollow peaceful methods.

Thompson gave them a very very effective speech, better than he gave 4in the courtroom.
Wilson suggested that they could have a good colonial police department, Lf all were co-
operative.

Stim Tada wanted to talk to me. And he said, "Is there any Legal recounse here Lf
someone calls anyone else an inu?" I said, "That's just an insult, Lsn't t?"

"Oh, no," sald he, "It makes a man Lose his social standing." 1 sadld that slander de-
pends on the case. TI§ a man calls another man a crdiminal, then we can punish him forn criminal
Libel. T would prefer that each case be handled as a separate case,

Goodman also told me that it had been Yamada who swore out the complaints. Swearing
that the eleven men were responsible. Kodama, Tada, Hamaguchi and Kunitani had all asked
Goodman who had made this complaint. Yamada, Goodman tells me, was not going to sign the
statement, but Yamashita, who was present when the complaint was made, said, "“Sign L%, s4gn
L£." So poor Yamada signed. . .Goodman also told me that Matsubara is one of the men whose
names always appear on the Hooshi dan petitions along with Iwo, Tsuchikawa and Ishikawa.

Goodman also said that before the hearing Abe and Kunitani, through go-betweens, had
tried to make a deal with him for a suspended sentence of ten days for Hamaguchi and Matsu-
bara. He refused to listen. I asked for his guess on the possible sentence which might
eventually be meted out. He said his guess was that Hamaguchi and Kodama would not get more
than 90 days at the most.
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DECEMBER 23, 1944

TALK WITH MRS. TSUCHIKAWA

Mrs. Tsuchikawa was really worried and when she's worried she's always very communica-
tive. The release of the eleven boys /accused by Hooshi dan/ was a great blow.

"Wilson rode around the bLock 54 office with some of those boys in his car and they
were all giggling and Laughing."

"Mornisl told me that Tada, Kunitani and WiLson were now taking charge of the boys.
Why should they do such a thing? T told Mornrnis, elthern you bought them orn they bought you."

"Lot's of men (of the Hooshi dan) have been threatened personally. Mr. Kone ghrabbed
Mr. Higashi's neck. Now they're spreading rumons that Mr. Tsuchikawa and Tchd (her brother)
informed on the eleven names.

"Those three clfubs came f§rom Reverend Abe's house. They have been seen thene.? They
told the boys (defendants) over and over again what to say. And they also asked the bread
man fo take them chicken and things to the Klamath Falls jail. You can just {magine what
kinds of notes they smuggled.

The boys (Hokoku) are really mad. We had a hard time stopping them. We say, "They
aren't worth picking fights with."

When we hearnd Thompson was the judge, we sald it was plain that they (gamblers and
Administration) were fogethern.

Mr. Kina sadid night away, "This trhial 48 a §Lop."

I'm sure we're going to send a Letter to all the different departments, telling them
how ungairn this thing was.

The second day, when some of the boys came grom the hearning, they said, "Oh what a
shibal, (performance) what an act they put on.

And then Kagawa came overn and said he wanted to hofd hands with us. 1 sadid, "We're
happy as we are and we don't want to have gangstens in our sociakl Lige. And he Laughed at
Mr. Matsubara because he made that statement. fHe sald he (Matsubara) had tiled himsel§ into
a knot. He sald he was going to see Reverend Abe and see if then we could get togethen.

We should hold hands. He sacid, "We're not going to apologize and we are going teo have our
own way too." But nobody Listens to them.

Reverend Ohina and 1shikawa, who are Hooshi-dan ALeadens, wrote to Reverend Abe and told
him nevern to call on them on speak to them again. His gather and mother nenounced him on
the day of the trial.

We want Abe and Kunitané to feel that the WRA is purposefully using these. boys to dis~
onganize the center. WRA wants to make use of this in propaganda against the Japaneée L4
these people don't nealize that they just must be stupid Japanese. 1§ they want to fight
pe&Aonaﬁﬂy, we don't care, but to see them who think they're s0 intellectual, playing into
WRA's hand - - -

11} Also a member of the police force¥7

lﬁ. The clubs exhibited at the trial were very -inefficient lopking. I doubt that Reyerend
Abe would keep such objects in his barracks./
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Mrs. Tsuchikawa's Cause for Anxiety

Mrs. Tsuchikawa then told me what was really torturing her, the possibility that her
brother might be arrested for perjury because he signed the complaint against the eleven boys.

"Mn. Johnson fust fornced them to sign the statement. Kagawa told us, "why did you s4ign
7

What do you think he will do?

_ They /the Hokoku boys/ said they didn't know anything about it. They (Internal Security)
said it was nothing, fust to sign &t. Johnson took him (Ichi) to another room and made him
sdgn LL.

Kagawa threatened us with perjuwwy about the statement.

(Mrs. Tsuchikawa told me that Yamada, her brother Ichiro Uchida, and her husband had
signed the complaint.)

The other side 4is talking about a perjury charge. This boy (indicating a young man who
had been present in the apartment when I arrived) just came and tofd me. It said on the
statement that Ichino and Yamada and M. Tsuchikawa presented the efeven names Lo have
avested.

Ichiro and Yamada and my husband didn't go to the Internal Securnity. Yamada went Zo the
colonial police. Neither was there. How could they present eleven names? Now they say
that Ichino was an {nformer and that he informed on the elfeven names.

1 said to him, "Why did you sign?" He said, "Mr. Yamashita knows T said T didn't want
to sdgn." Therne werne Lots of other boys there.

The gamblers are going from house to house making people Leave the Seinen dan.

DECEMBER 24, 1944

TALK WITH MRS. DESCHIN

Mrs. Deschin, the very capable social worker, told me of an interview she had had with
Kunitani in which he had brought up the subject of community government in camp and his
desire to take an active part in bringing this about. He was quite frank about his wish to
be in on it. She made what I consider a pretty astute guess of why he wants to go back to
Japan even though he is so American. She guesses he will feel that with his American educa-
tion and his obvious ability he feels he can become a really big shot in Japan, while in
this country, with only a high school education, he'll always have to buck better educated
Americans.

DECEMBER 25, 1944

News From Goodman

Goodman gave me two interesting pieces of information this evening. First - Reyerend
Abe has filed a complaint that he has been threatened by the Hooshi-dan. Second - on
Wednesday, the 27th, the leaders and officers of the Hooshi-dan are going to be picked up
and taken out of camp. I could get no other details because the information was whispered
at a Christmas party.
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DECEMBER 26, 1944

TALK WITH KUNITANT

Kunitani was in excellent spirits and we had a better talk than eyer before. lBefore
we began our talk, he gave me a copy of a letter which Mr. Best had prepared for the resi-
dents of Tule Lake immediately after the farm accident of October 1943. I was very happy
because this letter was valuable data for the Evacuation and Resettlement Study./

WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY
Tule Lake Center
Newell, California

October 20, 1943

To be read at dinner, Oct. 20 and at breakfast, Oct. 21 by Block Managers and posted in
each Block Manager's office and in all mess halls.

On the afternoon of Oct. 15, an accident occurred in transporting workers to the farm
area. Many workers were injured. Later one worker died from injuries received. Immediately
all reports and notices necessary were made to the U, S, Employment Compensation Commission
for all the workers injured. The next day no farm workers appeared and none haye reported
since. To date no official spokesman of the farm workers have come to discuss the matter
with the Administration although the administration is ready and inyites such discussion.

It is the administration's intentions to work with the residents in adjusting problems
and making Tule Lake as comfortable a place to live as possible.

In the immediate situation, the entire farm crop needs to be haryested. These are the
vegetables that the residents of Tule Lake will be eating this winter. The crop will not
be lost. If evacuees do not havest it; the Army will be asked to. This means that the
W.R.A. will have to ask the Army Quartermaster for vegetables for the eyvacuee's tables this
winter. These requisitions must be prepared for 50 days in advance of the period to be used.
We would not be in a very good position to expect our demands to be filled if we fail to
harvest the splendid farm crop now ayailable.

The situation is the responsibility pure and simple, of the residents of Tule Lake Center.
The administration is ready and willing to discuss and work out on a fair basis any and all
difficulties that may arise. If the farm workers are not interested enough in the settlement
of this problem to send official spokesmen to the administration by 8:30 A.M. October 21st,
it will be necessary for the W.R.A, to request harvesting by the Army and consequent lose
of the crops to the evacuees.

/s/ R. R. Best.

I then asked Kunitani about the rumor I had heard that a group of HSkoku boys had come
rushing to the scene when the trouble started. He said it was true;

"About 30 fellow came. Ueno came from bLock 15 and about 30 fellows came from Manzanar.
1 was told that Yamashita and Kira werne there too."

"This whole incident (trouble with Hokoku) would have been ten Zimes easier L Best had
nealized the background of the November 1 incident and if he had refeased us /from the
stockade/ in Apail. 1 don't think if he'd done that these men /Resegregationists/ would haye
gotten control Like they did."
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The only thing 1 feel sorny forn 48 the young fellows who knew nothing of the intentions
04 the Leadens and also forn the old couples who had no knowledge of the conditions, who
are following the Leaderns as 4if they were theirn sofe savions. Among the ghoup there ane
about ten orn twelve people from the Poston gang - among them are Iwo, Yamada, and Yamashita.

I've told Yamada nrepeatedly to nrefrain grom such activities. But he's stubborn and he
doesn't use his stubborness in the rnight place.

li-then asked Kunitani some questions about the events of October and Noyember. I had
minutes of many of the meetings, but many items needed clarification./

Best's Interest in Internal Security at October 274119437 Meeting

His fear was because 0§ seghegation, 50 many [evacuee police/ went put. The force was
supposed to be 140 people (Japanese) but at that time there were only 78. That was just
a graction over halg.

Farm Meeting Minutes

Kunitani had some sloppy looking minutes in Japanese from the farm workers meetings
of late October. He translated some for me to clarify the farm problem.

27 on 28 o4 Oct. - Farm Meeting decisdon - "Without any reason we don't see any
necessity of retwuwing ouwr badges."

The following minutes were written after Kunitani had reported on the “successful"
conference of the 27th:

"Since the Administration has the intention of a cooperative spinit, 1 think the
colonists should suppornt the Administration as far as the farm group s concerned. The
negotiations have been completed very favorably. As farn as guarantee o4 Life L& concerned,
there should be no worry Ain the future.

"Mr. Kallum /Callum?/ the supervisor, has the interpretation that the stoppage of
work was not considered a stnike. I1t's possible that all of us should return o work. 1
don't believe any of us (farm group) would have any objection to retuwwning to wonk.

"However, on the 28th, it was announced that the farm group had been terminated. The
farm group has been nequested to tww Ln theirn badges. But there has been 50 much conthast
between what the Negotiating Committee had reponted and this action that we are very much
disappointed about this action. Since we did not stage a stnike, we see no nreason why we
should be terminated. Mn. Zimmer should know very well what transpired during the congerence.

"With the fonregoing reasons, we request that by tomorrow, Saturday noon, (Oct. 30), we
want the Administration to netract the announcement of the previous day and at the same
time nullify our termination grom work. 1§ this problem cannot be settled, concerning the
ghaveness of the situation, we will again have to tww the matter to the peoples' hand."

Badges

The badges if not returned, took .50 §rom the pay check. There was a sincere effont
on our part to thy to minimize the grievance toward the Administration and we had fo have
some ground to appeal to the farm group Zo be more patient. 14 Mr. Best made some con-
cessions we could defend the practice at this time.
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Referral to Poston Strike

During the night of November 4, when the committee was 44 sessdion, the suggestion was,
made §rom the Poston segregees that the condition which took place in Poston n and around
the stnike - the matten was more on RLess set 4in that manner.

Nov. 4th Riot

T4 T had known anything Like Nov. 4th would have happened T would have sent M. Tada
down. T didn't think it was such a bad condition. Mr. Tada felt about the same as I did.

5th of Nov.
On the 5th the M.P.'s Lined up about five feet apart. The majornity of the people knew
nothing of what had happened and wanted to go to work. Some were just standing and trying

to §ind out the reason. The ginks working <n the hospital were kept in the hospital. Thedn
families and the famifies of the boys arrested wanted to know what had happened.

Best's Promise to Let People Know What Means He Took to Haryvest Crop

Kunitani could think of no reason why the people got the notion that Best had promised
this. He had never had that idea, he said. The only possible source of the copmmon notion
that he could think of was that Best might at some time haye made this statement to the
farm group. Through Kunitani I may be able to get in contact with some of the men on the
farm group and ask them about this.

Kunitani and Abe's Speeches on Noy.1l

This is a matter on which I have very little information. Kunitani was yery glad to
tell me:

"I made a very shont speech. T said we had an opportunity %o negotiate not only with
Mr. Best but with Mr. Myer also. 1 just briefly summed up the points in the majoriiy of
cases. Mri. Myer promised he'd conduct a thorough investigation and said we'd be notifded.
In general, the requests brought up were received 4n a harmonious manner. In due Zime,

1 was positive, everything would be <{roned out.

The necognition of a centralized committee was important to the people. T mentioned that
and also about the food and the hospital.

Mr. Myen spoke then. Then Reverend Abe spoke Last. fe negrained the people from goding
into any unreasonable acts and to always maintain thein true vintue as neal Japanese. The
negotiations were well conducted. At the Last he said, "This 4is the end fon the time beding,"
and told the people to disperse.

Uchida told the people to take a bow. The people took a bow not onky in gratitude %o
Reverend Abe, but also as a gesture of gratitude to Mr. Myer.

Kunitani then told me that Kagawa has been going around telling the big shots in the
Hoshi dan to resign. He's suggested the idea to Yamashita and Ishikawa, but it doesn't seem
as if he's haying much success. Kunitani also stated that he still belieyed the camp people
could get along, if the E§Shi-dan hadn't made so much trouble; he, he felt, could get along
with the "loyal" people.




Kunitani, December 26, 1944
and January 2, 1945

Present Hearings for Relocation

T did notice people are heceiving different papens. Many are recedying excludee
notices from the Pacific Coast, Gulf and Atlantic defense areas. Then there's a small
group of people whose status in the eyes of the Amy is not clear. (These are probably
on the stop list.) [I've heard of no one who has been given a segregatipn notice yet,
except those people in block 99. )

Representative Government

Kunitani also brought up the need of representatiye government here. He feels that the
people are ready for this now and that all they need is the right leader. He added, jokingly,
that he was probably going to be sent (forcibly relocated) to the Middle West, which he
hated. His wife Joyce said: "I don't want fo go there. T want to go home." Kunitani is
the first person, except Niyama~ who has looked at the situation realistically and doesn't
try to fool himself about the possibility of being sent out of Tule Lake.

JANUARY 2, 1945

lﬁérly on the morning of December 27, the Department of Justice arrested and interned
seventy of the leaders of the Sokuji Kikoku Hoshi dan and the Hﬁkokp_Seinen dan./

TALK WITH GEORGE KUNITANT

Rumors Which Hoshi-dan is Spreading About Kunitani and His Group

"I'm not afraid. That onganization £ a monkey wrench, We will haye tp win the member~
ship into a much broader §ield so they, in the shontest possible time, will reaklize Zhe
sdgnigicance of Living 4n harmony together here in camp.

1§ they keep on making more pickups it's going to excite the people and we"LL neyen haye.
harmony.

Over the past two days the feeling has been very good in camp., It's the SpAAL of the
hotiday and T'm more on Less pleased to see it. 0f counse the families of the. pegple
picked up didn't feel too good. They happen to be the Leadens for a segment of the senti-
ment in the colony."

Kunitani then gave me copies of the two propaganda statements put out by the Hoshi dan
since the pickups. The first was put out on December 27, the yery day of the pickups, the
second came out a few days ago. Kunitani translated parts of the second paper, but we were
interrupted by the arrival of an elderly Issei friend. (1'11 see if I can"t get somepne
else to do it.)

On the 27th of December the Leaders and cabinet members were picked up for reasons
unknown. A meeting was held. It mentions the fact that the succeeding cabinet members
had already been selected by the ofd ofpicens.

Here Issei friend came in.

Today a member came over here telling me that during the morning exencises Yamada had
said that he'd be picked up soonern on Later. '1f they do get picked up, he said, " they

li. See my talk with Frank Nzyama on December 23, 194477
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had new cabinet aZneady selected and they wanted the members to support the new cabinet
unconditionally. '

This boy was Laughing, he sadid, "That's rnidiculous. How can T support somebody T
haven't voted for.' i

Kunitani said this boy was very American in thought and would not understand the ways
of the Hoshi-dan. He then digressed:

"In the political set-up Ln Japan the parliament L& patterned aften the United States,
the French and the English panZLamentA The people in Japan only know one way. When an
organization 45 gonmed, you'll find almost the {dentical familianity between these prgandi-
zations of this country and the organizations of Japan.

(Just what Kunitani implied here — I don't know.)

He talked for some time with his visitor while I talked with his wife Joyce, and admired
the baby daughter. When the elderly gentlemen left, Kunitani told me he was the block
representatiye of the Hoshi-dan and had come to tell him that he was resigning.

Hoshi-dan (Resegregation Group)

"They are going to continue theirn past policy. T don't know what they are expecting o
do, since the new cabinet members neally know nothing. Eyvernything was done in a small
Annen clique.

Tell Mr. Goodman for me (here Kunitani translated from the latest pamphlet of the Hoshi-
dan) There's a part which says that Mr. Okada went to see Mri. Goodman and it says Rey.
Matsumura (and two other men) went to see him and they asked him for his explanation as
to a conference which took place between Mr. Best and Okada with Gpodman present.

Then they say these four men, after recelving full explanation from the WRA head, came
back. 1t says, the conference must be thanseribed, which thanserdption will be. g&ven to
Zthese men.

(When I took this message to Goodman he told me he had refused to give them this
transcription.)

This thing must be carefully controlled. They say: "Our former Leaderns who were
arvested would signify to the fact that we, the membens, have put a step foward towards
becoming real Japanese nationals."

* % % % % % % % ¥

Kunitani commented: "I think this needs some justigication here. They keep on Aay&ng,
anybody sent to Santa Fe 4is taking a step forward to beocming a real Japanese. 1§ this
propaganda takes effect it will cause great thouble. A Lot of people will Look for
thouble thying to be sent to Santa Fe.

Tell Mr. Nornden forn me - There are people who are very sensible and reasonable and that
thein only desine 44 Zo go back to Japan. These people would Like to nrenounce thein
citizenship 80 that they will be Looked on as Japanese nationals. 14 Mr. Norden should
under some misinterpretation pick up these people, fust because they rnenounced thein
citizenship, 1 think the nepercussions would be very unfavorable on these people. These
people have not belonged at all to the Hoshi-dan.
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"] think the Hoshi dan undoubtedly has started the nrumon that by renouncing citizen-
ship, the people will be allowed to stay here at Tuke.

Reactions to Another Pick-up

Widespread pickups would not be a good thing. T§ anothern bunch is picked up £t wi Ll
Lay foundation to the rumon that my group are instrumental in initiating such @ thing.
Vou can't tell how many real fanatics there are 4in camp. Suppose they attack one ¢f us.
Our young boys would consider that an insult. They wikl never haye harmony 4in the colony
then.

Goodman and Best, 4if they want tp avoid embarrassing moments, would be wise tg announce
the thue and real honest neason forn the pick-ups. That has to be pubLished and would pump
some Logic and sense into the people who have been misfed blindly. It would curtail the
numons, and it would take the prestige grom the Hoshi-dan. The mone elaborate thix
announcement would be the better it would be.

A mass pickup would be very injurious. The very people who are attacking me may noi
know the signigicance of the true facts.

The ofd Daihyo Sha men (Issei) who were sent fo Santa Fe.l Two, Yamashita, and Kato
stanted to wiite Zo Santa Fe, [telling them:/ 'I§ you go fo Crystal City you're nothing
but a coward. The only way you can be real Japanese 44 to take a stand Zo come back %o
this camp.' The people 4in Santa Fe didn't Like this high-handedness. They whote Zo
Nakashima and Two. Then they neceived a Letter of excommunication /from the Hoshi dan./

Five on 84ix of these men are still in Santa Fe. When this new bunch comes 4in, F'a
hate to be in those five men's position. They're not going to get along with that bunch
thene. Thein names are Itamé, Kone, Nakaji, Ichiba, who has an ofd mother here 71 years
ofd. They ought to come here. 1§ these men were netuwned here it would be a great rnelief.

I asked Kunitani for his opinion on Okimura, who is supposed to have left instructions
for the murder of Abe.

Okimuna  did say many nadical things. He is very stupid. He and Yamashita were very
closely connected.

CLARIFICATION OF NOVEMBER DATHYO SHA KAI MEETINGS AND SOME OF NISHIMOTO'S QUESTIONS

1. Mt Murakami, after consulting with the nine ward rephresentatives gound out that in
ward T (only T believe it really was ward IV), anyway, there was one ward in which the
nine Daihyo Sha representatives got together and where that warnd didn't have any people
in the wand suitable to be named on any committee.

2. He's fgrom this centen.

Each bLock necommended 50 many people - there was a stack of papers about that high

(8 inches). They were very brief case histonies. There was a special gonm, marked out
in columns. In the §inst column was the name of the committee, in the second the names
of the men necommended, in the third, thein histony and the 4th thein blLock.

In these committees, each sheet had five, three on maybe ten names. We had o go
through a pile of papers that high and select one person for each sheet - for each
position there were 150 to 200 names to go through.

;I. These were Issei who, on being released from the s tockade were sent to the Santa Fe
Internment Camp in New Mexico./
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It was all understood by the Daihyo Sha that after this recommendation was made that
the names would be brought up before a mass meeting of the people and that the people
would have the final say. 1§ any man of the committee was ungitted, that position could
be ne-elected by the people. The Daihyo Sha had to disband after this approval by the
people. We had Legt the making of by-faws and anything Like that to the new permanent
nepresentatives. Bt '

We wanted to be released of the responsibility as fast as possible. T wanted myself Lo
get the center church onganized. That was my primary thought at this time. T4 1 went
into this kind of a thing 1 couldn't take my hands off. 1 wanted to be done with L£,
and Let time take care of itself.

(We then went off on another discussion of the administration's contention that the
November uprising /1943/ had been plotted by leaders. I said that I knew that small groups
of dopey boys had come into camp with the intent to cause trouble, but that was about as
far as the contention was true. Kunitani agreed absolutely and added, "The worst bunch ¢§
boys came grom Topaz. They really had a tough group. Ask Tada. They broke up the chains.

Page 85 - question by Nishimoto - "That was the Negotiating Committee. Okuby was on
it too. Volunteens wene added to brning things to a gavorable solution. Anyone who had
an empty hand was asked to help {t. These men were able volunteerns who held some {mportant
position in the coming peamanent body. ‘

TALK WITH GOODMAN

Found out from Goodman that Hamaguchi had been sentenced to 90 days in jail. Of this
60 days was suspended and the remaining 30 had the alternatiye of a 20 dollar fine. Six
days or 4 dollars was cut from the sentence because of preyious detention. Hamaguchi paid
the fine. He got 60 days for assault and battery and 30 days for disturbing the peace.

Matsubara got a severe reprimand because he was a leader of an organization and conduct-
ed himself in an ungentlemanly manner, unbecoming to an officer of a group of people. Had
he been courteoug,and informed Mr. Hamaguchi that he could meet with the committee, the
whole incident probably would not have occurred.

Kodama got 60 days suspended and Yamatani and Mizuno 30 days suspended.

Goodman said that all of the boys had come in their best clothes. Kodama, especially
was resplendent. He was evidently prepared to go to jail in style. (There is yery little
chance that Hamaguchi will have to pay his own fine. A lot of people will be glad to
contribute.)

Goodman also told me that Masao Nakadate is the new head of the Hoshi-dan. (I'"1ll have
to check up on this.) Goodman also believed that Abe, Kunitani and Tada are circulating
the rumors that the members of the Hoshi-dan had been picked up because they were hoodlums
and gangsters.

The new Hoshi-dan did send a telegram to the Spanish Consul, although they could haye
done this Saturday.

Only 34 of the 70 men sent were members of the cabinet of the "Association of Applicants
for Repatriation" which is how the group translates Sokuji Kikoku Hoshi dan. Six men taken
were Hoshi dan members, but not of the cabinet. Eighteen of the seventy were Issei.
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JANUARY 5, 1945

lﬁh January 5 I talked with my Issei friend, Mr. Itabashi. At the end of our talk he
made a few remarks about the Hoshi dan and about Reyverend AbeL/

TALK WITH MR. ITABASHI

Hoshi dan

Generally, what I've heand is that the trouble stanted among themselyes. It started
because Matsubara and some othens wenre too radical in thein princdples. The moderate
people in that party were against them and in number they were much more than the radicals.

Agtern that trouble in (block 54) 40 many withdrew grom the HOShL dan . Begore the
trouble only nine families in bLock 54 wene not members. Agteward there were only three
gamilies nemaining as members.

1 think even the members of the Hoshi dan are glad the nadicals were picked up. T don't
think there will be any trhoublLe about LZ%.

Reverend Abe

1 understand Reverend Abe was a ned (Communist) £n Japan. He called himself a priest
but he neally isn't. He was a ned in Japan and was always followed by a detective. He
really isn't a priest.

(This is not the first time I have heard these accusations made against Abe. I don't
know whether there's any truth to them or not. I am frequently made aware of the fact
of the almost universal hatred which the Japanese here bear toward the Communists. It's
really worse to be called a Communist than a dog, in a way.)

lﬁh the same day I talked with Mr. Kurihara who told me that yery few people were be-
lieving the rumors spread about Abe and Kunitani by the Hoshi dan.;7

JANUARY 7, 1945

TALK WITH GOODMAN

lﬁh January 6, Mr. Goodman had given me a typed English translation of the announcement
distributed by the Resegregationist Groups. He also gave me a typed copy of a hearing he
had held with four Resegregationist leaders. (It covered twelye pages - see Fieldnotes for
January 6.)/

When I returned the documents to Goodman he told me that he is determined to encourage
Norden to get Abe and Kunitani to renounce their citizenship, so that they may be sent out
of camp to Santa Fe. He feels that they are such a potential menace to the peace of the
camp that the end justifies the means in this case. Norden, incidentally, is due to
arrive /at Tule Lake/ with a staff of twelye males and three female assistants.
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JANUARY 10, 1945

TALK WITH GEORGE KUNITANI

In discussing the present temper of the people, Kunitani agreed that the people are
daily becoming more stubborn about the idea of being forced out of the camp.

The possibility of Legal action has already been discussed with the ACLU. (I wonder
who initiated this?) The contention 0§ one of the Lawyers was that as far as material
compensation was concerned, it would be harder to obtain Zoday than at the time of the
Civil War. And he said there were cases stiLL unsettled today which were started at the
Civil War.

(We concluded that waiting eighty years for a case to be settled wouldn"t help the
present relocation problem.)

Kunitani's Feelings

I did state this previously too. To be grank with anybody, my determination {4 such
that 1 can't picture myself sacrificing my Life fon this country. 1 feek therefore,
T am of Less value or no value at all as far as my place in this country L& concerned.
I'm 0§ practically no use to this contry's cause as a citizen. 1 geez 1 should try my
stake in Japan. In my interpretation, Loyal &s such that it must be met with supieme
sacnifice when a citizen 45 called upon to do s0. T wouldn't want Zo Live as a second
on thind rate citizen 4in any country.

November 11, 1943 - Reason for Split Between Army and Daihyo Sha

My guess 4is that a group of people /Japanese Americans/ must have meft with the Amy 4n
secnet session around the 10th on 11£h of November, and implanted them with. the idea that
we, the Negotiating Committee, weren't the actual representatives. That's the impression
1 neceived grom talking with them. '

Colonel Austin said, 'I don't think you're the nepresentatives of the people. 1 think
you'ne nothing but a pressure group.' He also asked why out of 40 many people (on the
Negotiating Committee) there were 40 few ofd Tuleans. He also asked why out of the
people on the Negotiating Committee there were only three, four or five gaces showing up
at the conferences (with him). He evidently felt we weren't in contact with the Negotiat-
ing Committee.

The only reason why we didn't have 40 many people (go to see him) was because we only
sent the people who were taking an actual part and were {mmediately concermed with the
retuwwmn to work.

(I then asked Kunitani if he thought this group which had gone to see Austin, in secret,
had comprised Daihyo Sha members or opponents of the Daihyo Sha. His guess was that it
was Daihyo Sha members - especially Yokota and Nakano. This would be my guess too.)

December 13 Meetings with the Spanish Consul

We Apoke with the Spanish Consul on December 13 on 14, 4in the Administration building
because the people in the colony requested that he see us. Colonek Austin and Lt. Forbes
were present at this meeting. 1 believe there were nine (members of the Negotiating
Committee) present. The conversation was very interesting An that we asked Colonel Austin
fon the neason of our detention. His contention was that he thought we were thouble-
makens and that was the reason he was keeping us Locked up.  We asked, 'Can the Aumy,
just because the commendant thinks a portion of the peopfe are thouble-makens, can he
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detain us?' He didn't make a clear neply and had to think a Long time. We also asked
what was the evidence. He thought a Long moment and said 'We'£L get the eyidence while
we keep you boys in the stockade.

(I then asked about the extreme discrepancy in the December 13 minutes of the Spanish
Consul's meeting with the people which had been commented upon by Mr. Nishimotp. Here
Mrs. Kunitani tookover the story with considerable verve:)

The people didn't Listen to thein speeches. As soon as the 4peech.wa4 overn they'd
yell, 'That's not what we want. We want the Negotiating Committee.' ALL through the
meeting the Consul would get up and say Aometh&ng and the people would say, 'Oh to helk
with you, we want the Negotiating Committee.'

(Kunitani suggested that I might get additional helpful information about the Daihyo
Sha Kai and the Coordinating Committee from Mr. Kawahara, 2901 BDC,)

Compulsory Relocation

Mr. Kunitani:

I think it's a si8Ly idea on the part of the WRA orn the Anmy to thy fto get us out of
here. People came herne with §ull knowledge 04 being segregated and they knew the {neyitable
consequences which would result as a direct by-product of segregation. I still think it's
crazy. Even the Aumy can thy - but the nesult will not be complimentary.

Mrs. Kunitani: I think they'fL have trhouble at afl the camps. They're more stubborn
at the othen camps.

Mr. Kunitani: VdLolence 45 very possible. Even in this camp the people are saying,
" 1T'2L commit sabotage on bLow up a bridge if they make me go out, fjust so 1'LL be sent
back to camp.' That should be avodided.

Anything that will be forced on the Japanese people - they won't take LZ.

Mrs. Kunitani remarked that the food was getting much worse again, which howeyer, was
to be expected since the WRA wanted the people to leaye camp.

JANUARY 11, 1945

/January 11, I was able to have a talk with the notorious Mr. Tada, who was reputed to
run the gambling joints in the center. He proved to be a very intelligent and agreeable
man and gave me a great deal of helpful information. He gave me the following information
about George Kunitani and his role on the Negotiating Committee of the Daihyo Sha Kai. /

As you know, the Negotiating Committee, there were a few who could not speak gluent
English. These pernsons evidently do not brave themselves to go out in gront. Natwwally,
it goes to George Kunitand.

Up to the night of the 4th we had the Koshi-iin. But that night the meeting was held
to elect the permanent committees. 04 couwrse, the permanent committees were in different
divisions accornding to the type of work. At the top o4 these committees we set up an
Executive Board. On that Board, 1 believe five men were selected. Reverend Abe and
Kunitani - they wanted to netine from the political organization.

Regandless that George wasn't an Executive Board member, since this plan wasn't yet
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accepted by the center people, therefore, George could not very well get away from
nesponsLbility.

JANUARY '19, 1945

TALK WITH SALLY WAKIDA

lﬁh January 19, I asked my friend, Sally Wakida, how people were now regarding Abe
and Kunitani./

1t seems to be pubfic opinion that Abe and Kunitani will start some action in the
future. Pretty soon they will be Leaders again. From what 1 hear they're popular
enough to get camp support again. They certainly have enough support grom people who
are willing to give thein Lives fon them. But T think that they're wise enough. and will
wait until the night moment comes.

lﬁh Janaury 19, Mrs. Deschin, my social worker friend, told me that Dr. Osler, at an

administrative staff meeting had said that he did not belieye that Abe, Kunitani and
Tada, were participating in pro-Japanese activities./

TALK WITH GEORGE KUNITANTI

Hoshi-dan Rumors about Renunciation

Kunitani infromed me of a widespread rumor that all those persons who haye not renounced
their citizenship by Janaury 20 will summarily be kicked out of camp. He implied that
this rumor was being spread by members of the Hoshi-dan. He added:

Some people are also being told to answer in a nadical way s0 that thein citizenship
will be taken away.

He then read me part of a letter which he had received from a friend in the Army. The
friend is in Camp Blanding and expects to go overseas very Soon. The friend said:

The lifting of the exclusion order has sure changed a lot of plans for my
mother. They'll be closing all the camps pretty soon and I don't know what
I'11 be doing about Mom. At any rate, I'11 hope for the best.

Kunitani also said that the Hoshi-dan people are spreading the rumor that in less
than fifty days the families of the interned men expect to be reunited.

Explanation on Daihyo Sha Kai minutes of November 12

A. The secretary had not taken it down - since it was a minor point.

When he (Yokota) began to pound the table that there was not enough time allowed, he
began to accuse the people who had negotiated that day of accepting such (unfayorable)
terms grom the Anmy.

(I asked who had done the negotiating.)

Mysel§, Tada, Kagawa, Miyamoto and Kodama.
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Anothern thing 1 said was that sdnce the negotiations had come Lo a rupture
since the Anmy does not necognize us as being thue hepresentatives o4 the colonists,
we who were negotiating didn'zt feel we could carry on the task. 1 bluntly stated 1
wanted to nesign.

B. The wonds he (Colonel Austin) Aadd, were 'Take £t orn Leave L%.'

C. No, the neason why we Left was that they were going to prepare the statement and
aftern that nesolution was properly signed, the representatives were going to bring £
to us. They wanted to go into gfwithern detadk.

The atmosphere wasn't too good. There were hecklens - Dyo, Hashimoto, Yokota, Sawada,
Oshima.

Yokota wanted to get into the Centrnal Executive Committee, but he was put into the
committee on personnel. Immediately he began to voice his dissatisgaction and the next
day he brought me a Letter saying that he wished to nesign, although the committee was
not yet necognized by the people. T said T couldn't do anything about it. T was fjust
the Chainman.

I then asked Kunitani something I've been aching to know for a long time; whether he
disguised himself in women's clothes at the time of the Army search. He implied he had
not done so, but explained why the rumor had started:

When Mr. Hughes of the FBI asked how I got away I told him, 'Weren't all the sofdiens
men?' He couldn'zt catch on. T added, 'T just wsed psychology. The searchers, beding
males, only natuwwlly would be tendern to the opposite sex.' 1 Zokd him that."

D. There was more to the meeting. After the thing was decided, they came back and told
ws to netww to messhall 18, 1t was pretty Late, about 4:30 4in the afternoon. When we
netwwmed, they told us what had transpired. They reaffirmed full congidence and upport
in the Negotiating Committee and asked us to continue negofiations with the Aumy.

Japanese Present at November 1 Conference with Myer

The §ollowing men were memberns of the Negotiating Committee: Okada, Hosokawa, Abe,
Sawada, Yamada, feashi Noguchi, and Miyamoto. Kato was the English Secretary; Katayama
and Mornimitsu, representatives of the garm group; Namashita represented the Agnicultural
Division and Okubo the hospital committee. Tafirni and Kodama - here Kunitani became very
nervous and ill at ease - They just came in - they were both judo men.

(The minutes had mentioned a Kaijo Seiri iin which had been translated as Committee
to Preserve Peace and Order. Other people told me that these men served as bodyguards.
Why this subject should make Kunitani so nervous, I don't know.)1 I pretended not to
notice his perturbed state and began to play with the seven months old Yuriko. She is
a beautiful child. After a few minutes her father continued:

Tarno (Kodama) went to the hospital to stop the beating of Dr. Pedicond. There was
fear on the part of some men. We'd heard from other sowrces - from people present that
some young men may get out of hand - s0 they recommended that we have some young men to
be prepared in case of a disturbance.

Zil On re-reading my notes, I note that Mr. Kato had told me on December 12 that the
function of this committee was to "see that no Army, or Internal Security or any Caucasian
would come to disturb" the funeral. The members of this committee may also have been

responsible for ordering people not to leave the demonstration of November 1, 1945+
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JANUARY 28, 1945

/On January 24, Mr. Norden of the Department of Justice notified 171 male members
of the Resegregation Groups that they were to be interned in two days. On the same
day he had mimeographed copies of a letter to the chairmen of the Hokoku and the Hoshi
dan posted in all the messhalls. In this letter he condemned the activities of the
Hokoku members and the Hoshi dan elders who "encourage the activities of the young men."
He concluded with the warning that ''since these actiyities are intolerable, they will
not be tolerated, but on the contrary, will cease.ﬂ/

li did not know that Norden had scheduled an internment and so, on January 25, I
went to see my friends, the Wakidas intending to ask them how people felt about Norden's
posted statement./

On my way to the Wakidas' I noticed people standing about in groups and talking.
When I knocked on the Wakidas' door, Sally's mother opened it, took my arm and quietly
pulled me inside. lGeorge and Sally made signs of silence and both looked very anxious./
They told me the notice of another internment had just come out and that the people in
their block had accused them of being inu because I came to visit them. I offered to
leave but they asked me to stay. That afternoon I wrote letters to my respondents, ask-
ing them to tell me when I might visit them.

lﬁh February 1 George Wakida sent me a note asking me to call on him. But it is
interesting that I did not hear from Mr. Kunitani until February 3.

On January 28, Mr. Goodman the Project Attorney, told me that Mr. Norden had had a
long talk with George Kunitani. According to Goodman, Norden told George that there was
to be no parading or demonstrating in camp. He said, "You can haye the rising sun in
your heart, but you can't have it on your chest or on your forehead." George said,

"We understand. We've been for the idea all the time."

Goodman said that he himself had also had a long talk with Kunitani. They discussed
community government in camp which Goodman is very anxious to initiate'and, in which, T' am
sure, Kunitani would like to play a leading part.

lﬁé February 11, the Department of Justice arrested and interned about 650 Hokoku
and Hoshi dan members. Answering bugle calls, the young men of the organization assembled

immediately and each of those listed for removal accepted personal notice of internment./

On February 13 I received the following letter from Mr. Kunitani:
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FEBRUARY 13, 1945

Received the following letter from Kunitani today.

February 12, 1945
Dear Miss Hankey:

Sorry I have delayed in answering your letter of Jan. 25. The condition in the
center has been most unsettled because of recent mass pick-ups.

The current rumor which in my opinion is the most yicious has it that unless people
(young-men of course) sign up with the organization, they will be subject to draft by
March of this year. There seems to be a great increase in the membership of said body.
The people are under the impression that if you are a member, then your chance of re-
nunciation is guaranteed; whereas, if you are not, you just don'"t know when you will be
able to renounce your citizenship. Of course there is a connection with the recent
announcement about the exchange-ship.

In fairness to everyone concerned, I am of the opinion that some kind of statement
should be forthcoming from the Justice Department in this instance. The result if left
unabated, will not only be tragic, but dreadful. I don't know what you are able to do,
but for justice's sake please take some action.

Hope to see you soon.

Sincerely,
George.
Though it was pouring cats and dogs and puddles rose almost to the knees, I put on

my field boots and hiked out to see Kunitani.

TALK WITH GEORGE KUNITANI

Rumors

Kunitani said that he was so alarmed at the proportion to which rumors had grown that
he was willing to start a petition to the Administration to ask for a clarification on
the points which are upsetting the people. In Manzanar, he told me, just about eyery-
body had joined the Hokoku. The first bunch of rumors started Saturday, just before the
internees left.

1t's been known that the men picked up have committed some crime - violated the Law -
Howeven, thein destination has been to Santa Fe which is a really favorable place to be.
In the minds of the people of the center it has been the general imphession that by going
to Santa Fe for one thing, they'fL be recognized as aliens and they geel that thein re-
nunciation of citizenship is ghanted. Whereas if you are a gentleman enough Lo be peace-
ful and quiet, renunciation will not materialize. That should come out. The people feel
the only way renunciation will be accepted would be to raise a row and be sent to Santa Fe.

Something that would put a stop to the whole thing on that point should be stressed.
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They gigure zhat the number of persons held by Japan (Americans) {4 40 great, in
comparison with the people on this side, what Little prejudice the Anerican government
has against the Hokoku, they will be forced to send them back to (Japan to) get Mmendcans
back.

I heard that one man trnied to commit suicide on the way to Santa Fe.

_ I asked Kunitani why he and his friends had taken no action against the Hokoku.
/But after one sentence he changed the subject. I am not sure what he was referring to

when he said, "Before registration it was voluntary./

One of the main reasons we have been more on Less bound is that URA may have a ghreat
prejudice against any action we may Zake. Whethen it be voluntary or involuntary, it is
under the same act and then the people should be informed of the policy under such an act.
Before nregistration 45 was voluntany. . A Long as Lt was voluntary, 1 just sat. Finally
the Project Dinecton told me it was compulsony. Being a compulsory matter, T had Zo
choose one on the othen noad. '

There 48 a question in my mind: Auppose you did renounce your citizenship and the
Japanese government was not informed, how would you become a Japanese national? Suppose
one doesn't have Japanese citizenship? Where would he be? 1§ he wanted to go back o
Japan, the Japanese government might not accept him.

On the Fence-sitters

I've always believed that there were at Least 6,000 pecple hene whose neal intention
was to nemain in America. Now I'm beginmning to think the othern way round. 1 think thenre
are only about two on three thousand who are willing to stay here agtern what they've gone

through in this camp under Mr. Best's administration. Whatever Mr. Best has done during
his administration here, hasn't been gavorable to the Anerican governmment. 1§ the Profect
Directorn wene changed here, there might be a swing of 180 degrees in the people's geelings.

People Resigned from the Hokoku

I was very much worrnied. There £& one aspect o4 the whole thing. The thousands of
people who withdrew grom the organization whose names had been accepted by the committee-
men as membens. 1 doubt if the names of these men have been crossed o044 the List. 14
justice should pull them in then there'll be a Lot of injustice. T4 they are taken in
a Lot more will §all in with them. It will be alf over camp that even Lf you don'Zt be-
Long to the Hokoku you will be Zaken anyway, 50 you might as well foin. Some who were
out are rejoining and some who never belonged are foining now.

A Lot of sdimple minded people think that being sent to Santa Fe 45 a glony for them.
There should be some way you could disqualify such a statement.

I wish Justice would keep in mind that there will be a Lot o4 people who haven't re-
nounced 4t as yet because 04 uncertainty and doubts. A soon as a clearcut policy is pre-
sented before the people 1 would considern seriously about my ouwn renunciation. Don't
think gorn a moment that 1 won't go back to Japan. But even there T will run into a Lot
of digpiculties. 1 am rnadical in my thoughts. 1 was a most ardent New Dealern untid 1933,

Manzanar Joining Hokoku

In the Manzanarn section most of the school teacherns quit (the school) and foined the
Hokoku. They are making a house to house canvass there. 1t's because of this Latest
humon about the dragt going into effect in March and if you don't join the Hokoku and go
Lo Santa Fe yourn nenunciation of citizenship will not be accepted. 1§ you do go to Santa

Fe your chances of having your renunciation accepted will be ten times as great. 1§ you
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stay here you will eventually be throun out of camp. 1§ you stay hene you aren't sage.

Because certain actions of the Hokoku in the past have been vague and -not becoming
a Japanese, the Hokoku {5 now trying Zo conceal this past and glonify the present position
and make a §lowery picture of theirn actions. They (the people) feel the tHokoku 5 the
only thing they should do. T know a Lot of boys who were in the Hokoku when £ f§inst
onganized who had been nothing but fence-sittens before. They were just segnegated to
this center because the authorities considered them ineligible for Leaye.

Sociologically speaking, T wondern if the people haye not been tortured in their minds
fon 50 Long - akl they can think of is what's happening right in fron of their eyes and
they aren't Looking forwand to the future at all. None of them think that the war might
end and then what position would they be 4in?

Mothern rumor T've heand seems to come from Mrn. Best. He made a statement in which
he said that all of the pro-Japanese elements were to be sent to an L{nternment camp -
then all that are Left overn will be shoved out of the center. After that &s completed,
all those men sent out will be netwwed here in s4x months.

Mothern good thing to announce would be that the men who have been intenned will not
be permitted to come back here and foin thein families. That should be pubLished. AL
0f them honestly belLieve they will not be out of here more than six months.

Public Alarm Very Serious

There are many serious people saying that if there is any monkey business pulled they
ane willing to take a jail sentence to gight Lt ouft.

Many boys went to Santa Fe simply because they didn't have the determination fo get
out o4 £t and fust tagged along.

George also told me that if the next pick-up took a lot of people who were not Hokoku
there would be an avalanche to join the organization.

TALK WITH MR. GOODMAN

Following Kunitani's request I went to see Goodman, told him about the rumors and
passed on the advice given by Kunitani. Goodman was in a receptive mood and told me
that a proper statement would come out in the next Newell Star which will be released
Thursday. The Department of Justice has also prepared a statement. Goodman also informed
me that he had met with the officers of the Hoshi-dan and the Hokoku dan this morning
(these are new officers.) The men appeared to be utterly stunned by the raid of Monday
night /Feb. 11/. He was also impressed with the information that people were still worried
about what would happen to them after January 1 of 1946. He told me that the Administra-
tion here had asked for a clear statement from Myer stating that the people in Tule Lake
were not to be pushed out at all. But Myer had come back with the compromise statement
of January 29, which appears to have done little if any good.

The Hoshi-dan men wished to know why their office had been raided. 'Because your
activities arne unlawful." said Goodman. "Why are they unfawful?" they asked, saying that
they had received no warning. Goodman asked them if they had not read Norden's statement.
They said they had not read it because it had been torn down from the messhall board. "yes,"
said Goodman, "By members of your organization." Goodman told me several times that they
appeared stunned and dumbfounded. They had immediately sent telegrams to the Spanish Consul
about the raid, which was how Goodman got the names of their newest officers. Goodman told
the group of officers that if they would go back to the colony, dissolve their organization,
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and live as peaceful citizens, everything would be all right. "I{ you axre tnqe
Japanese," he said, you are going to help your people Live 4in peace and security."

e R sk kel e o e e

(At any rate I got Kunitani's message across and a statement is coming out Tuesday.)

FEBRUARY 16, 1945

TALK WITH GEORGE KUNITANI

"Lots of people were concerned when they heard the boys were sent to Bismarkk..instead
of Santa Fe.l But it's still hot in camp.

One good statement that could be made L& that the families will not be reunited.

The Japanese section o4 the information that appeared in the Newell Star was much
sthongen. 1t stated thene that 99% of the renunciations in Tule Lake will be accepted,
and that there 4s no worry about the dragt.

What's taking place now Ls that some of the kids going to the Japanese Language school
would drop out any time they feel Like Lt and go out fon the Hokoku exenrcises. They fust
can't discipline the kids that way.

It would have been possible to stop this after the inst pick-up 4§ some arrests had
been made and the Leaders prosecuted.

I centainly hope that in the nean futune, supposing the URA should change hands and
Justice ftake oven, that we do have a sthong centralized committee here. 1 was talking to a
necent thansferee grom Hawail. He said he was amazed to gind the unlawgulness in the colony
where there was no representative group dealing with the Aministration. It was a big sunr-
prise to him to find that situation.

ncerning Mr. Sasaki and Shimano and Reverend Ohirna. 1 think something ought to be done
about them. (These men were ward VI school teachers sent to Santa Fe.) I've wuitten to Mxr.
Nonden and 1 wonder what became o4 them.

When the Hokoku fellows Legt the stockade forn Santa Fe, they plastered the wall with 20
names - with insults. They were the names of the 11 men who fought the Hoshi-dan (the
noted block 54 fight) with Tada, Abe, Kunitani, Higashi and Noguchd.

Kunitani voiced his suspicion that instructions l}br the Resegregationisp§7 might be coming
to Tule Lake via the underground. (I happen to know that this is true.)

Kunitani's reason was that Yamada, his successor Ishino, and the newest president of the
Hokoku were all close friends and the old plans seem to be being carried on so well.

1§ £t could only be announced that the men going to Santa Fe are not going to have priority
in going to Japan, it would be a big help.

At the same time this psychology works behind the Japanese. They are very Loyal to thein
good fniends. The ones who never did belong to the Hoshi-dan will 3L tag along on fodin
agten thein griends are picked up. Three young men T know came back grom Leupp. They have

/1. The Bismarck internment Camp in North Dakota was not considered a particularly pleasant
place to be./
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been against the Hoshi-dan. 1 met them in the stockade. 1In the Manzanar section the
pressure Ls spreading and 4it's hard to stay out of the Hoshi-dan. 1§ those men are sent
to Santa Fe 1 know they will come on to a head on clash with Yamada. They are Kodama and
Tsukamoto.

Unhappy Fate of Yamada

Yamada 45 grom Kumamoto Ken. AlLetter came to camp from a Hawaiian §isherman who has
been interned in Santa Fe from the beginning of the war. He said that Yamada had boasted
Ain Santa Fe of all that he could do. And his attitude was s0 annoying that the fellows
around fust took direct action and stuck his head down the toilet bowf.

FEBRUARY 21, 1945

TALK WITH GEORGE KUNITANI

I met Kunitani today in the administrative area and invited him to come over to my
place when he had finished his business. This he did and stayed the entire afternoon dis-
cussing the camp, his possible future in Japan, his pre-war experiences, his plans for the
remainder of his stay in camp, etc. etc. He talked to me more freely than ever before.

Reaction to Statement in Newell Star

Some die hards are saying that it's nothing but propaganda to put them of4 the track.

1§ some of the men who had no connection with the Hokoku-dan should be netwwed here,
I think it would do more good than haxnm.

lan February 19, after I had talked to Mr. Kunitani, Mr. Goodman informed me that two
leaders of the Hokoku had been arrested by the WRA police and had been placed in the pro-
ject jail. I asked Mr. Kunitani about this./

Arrests of Monday

No one seems to reghet that they were picked up.

Telegram to Spanish Consul

The best way to do it would be to get a commitfee to do it. 14 they put a statement
in the Newellf Star some people will say Zhat we (Abe and Kunitani group) were hedponsible
gon the statement coming through at that time.

1t would be best forn the bLock managerns to announce LAt 4inm the messhalls.

Kunitani said that he knew an Issei who would send the telegram for him but he thought
best results would be obtained if Wagatsuma and Yasui, the head block managers who are on
the committee which meets with the Spanish Consul would do it. Moreover, they came to Tule
Lake from Santa Fe, they definitely wish to avoid being sent back there. In consequence,
they are prone to do as they are told. (I'll take this up with Goodman and see if he's
willing to contact them.)

The main thing 48 to get them (Hokoku) to §eel they're going against the Law. Up to
now they feel it's an honorn to be sent to Bismanrck.
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The Hokoku stifL has the cockeyed idea that if something should go wrong, the Japanese
government will help them. 1§ a statement grom the Spanish Embassy should come out - At
would really aggect them.

Mtern all, most of these people are harmless.

Results of American Victory over Japan

1§ Japan should be defeated many of the people in Tule Lake would stay here. But TI'm
going back, win on Lose.

Renunciation of Citizenship

The main motive behind that was mistrusting the future. You remember when the Aumy
Individual Exclusion onders came out. At theirn hearings, almost to a man they were asked
whether they had renounced thein citizenship on not. Even the ones who had not applied, said,
'Vos,' to be safe from being shoved out of the center. It was also announced at that time
that WR Awas going to close the camps.

The individual reaction was - renounce on be shoved out.

04 cowse, the people who were called outside for their hearing said, 'Ves, T wikl apply.'
When they came back f§rom their hearings, they started writing (to apply for renunciation).

Mbout that time the Hokoku-dan activities really appealed to the young men because they
(Hokoku) went in {§orn reseghregation.

APot of my §riends came to me especially agter they had received theirn exclusion orders,
asking me g§orn advice on what to do about renunciation.

Kira and Yamashita

Kina and Yamashita gained a great g§ollowing by making strong clearcut statements. They
said, '1§ you're not a follower of this ghoup, you can't go back Zo Japan. Kira akso sald
that the Hoshi-dan was going to have subdivisions in the various pregectures in Japan £o
handle the Japanese who were coming back from abroad forn thein future cofonization.

1t was not the hearings of the Hokoku boys on the pickup that made people renounce their
cltizenship.

Some of the I1ssei speakens stated that they have connections with the Japanese goreign
office on the Japanese Navy on Military.

July Hunger Strike

For many months I have wanted to learn more about the July hunger strike. Since Kunitani
was in an extremely open mood, I ventured to ask him.

& fon the hunger strike, 1 wasn't in favor of it. 1 haven't ever told even my best
fniends that. However, the majority feeling 4in the stockade at that time, detained forn s0
Long, and our Length of detention was 50 uncertain. At some time, 4in a vague, round about
way, we knew that certain people were thying o get us a Lawyer, and that anothern group was
thying to negotiate with Mr. Best for us.

There was a sentiment in the stockade that was more on Less conducive to some action o
Lot the Administrnation nealize of this indecision - that it was about time something was
done and the mone fonceful way we demonstrated it, the better it would be. 1 had %o stay
with L%.
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When we went to the hospital we were advised by the doctons to stay in the hospital and
take care of owrselves o we would wreck owr health. 1 hoped in the meantime to efgect
some kind of agreement s0 4t wouldn'Zt be necessary to continue.

AL the time we were hospitalized none of the Internal Secwiity would come and see us
on if they did come they wouldn't make any statement to us. Sachs, 1 think, picked out
four of the weakest and sent them back to the stockade §inst. These four boys talked to
the Internal Secunity men and got no answer 4o they starnted in to strhike again. Thosde of
us who followed had to do the same thing.

Another Hokoku Rumor

Another rumon put out by the Hokoku members is that unless you renounce your citizenship
by January 20 you will be put on the clearance List.l This numon came out before any of
the pickups.

During our talk Kunitani made it clear that he intends to take a very active part in camp
politics in the future. He stated that if "his" group had been leading the Hokoku people
instead of Yamashita and Kira, the Administration and Department of Justice would have had a
real job on their hands. He also indicated that he may attempt to start an organization of
a definite Japanization character. I was very frank with him and pointed out that as long
as the fence-sitters and the large group of vaciliating people live in the camp, any such
action would bring down the wrath of the authorities on his head. He said he believed one
could get around that if one were careful. (I must admit the trend in camp to act as Japanese
as possible is very very strong.) I asked Kunitani how he would clear the fence-sitters
out of camp. He suggested that the WRA come out with a clear statement of policy and tell
the people to make up their minds once and for all, stay in camp and go to Japan or get out
by a certain date. Of course, he admitted, it would really be necessary to have an under—
standing with the Japanese government before this could be done.

MARCH 6, 1945

lﬁh March 6, I asked Mr. Kurihara what he thought about Abe, Kunitani and Tada;7
About Abe and Kunitani, he said:

They have stanted an organization called the Yamato Seinen-dan. Thein aims are good.
They want to organize an organization that will co-operate with the Administration and work
fon the benefit of the Japanese as a whole in camp. Which way they will flop, T don't know.
1t is an onganization for young men. They may Zfake ofder peopfe in 4%t Zoo.

lﬁf. Kurihara also told me that Mr. Tada was head of the gambling interests in camp. On
the same day I went to visit Mr. Kunitani and found Mr. Tada therei/

TALK WITH MR. KUNITANI AND MR. TADA

Rumor That Tule Lake was to Become the Center for All Resegregationists

Kunitani: Mr. Best made that statement about the removals being the beginning of resegrega-
tion to a Lady who went to see him because her boy was going to be pulled in and she wanted
to ask about family reunion.

Best said something to the woman about what they were doing at the moment was to get all
the people not permitted fon relocation out of the camp and then when those people who could
nelocate were out, they /interned persons/ could come back.

1. That is, be reclassified as a person free to relocate./
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Norden's Posted Letter

Mr. Nonden's Letten was verny sancastic. Many points he stated could be considered con-
tradictony. However, since the Letter was directed to Zhe Hoshi-dan, many people didn't
say anything. Many points were not very cleax, especially about family reunion.

14 the oniginal Leadens could have been convicted, it would have stopped them from the
s L.

Daihyo Sha Minutes

Kunitani told me that my Daihyo Sha Kai minutes extended only to December 19, and he is
certain the body had meetings after that.

Resegregation Group

We then began a general discussion of the policy of the Resegregation Group. I outlined
my analysis of the group's post-September activities and also outlined Osler's because I
wanted Kunitani's reaction to them. He, like Kurihara, agreed with me, only Kunitani
agreed more thoroughly, that after September they followed their preconceived plan and did
not change their policy as Osler insists.

They just followed their preconceived plan. 1t was after the Septemben petition that they
stanted having dues.

Hoshi-dan Ready to Quit After February 1

The Hoshi-dan neally had the intention of quitting thein activites agter February 1 of

this yearn. But the people in the Manzanar section coaxed 50 many boys to foin the Hokoku-
dan, and since the people in Manzanan got 50 many new membeis, the members in the nest o4
The camp just tagged along.

The Fight With the Resegregation Group About the Indictment and Tada

I had had only the other side of this story. To get Kunitani's story I read him what
they /the Resegregationist leaders/ had said about him. By this time Tada himself had
come to visit Kunitani, and as I read the statement aloud they both fell into gales of
laughter. Tada is made out to be such a villian. After Kunitani pulled himself together,
he gave me his story and also gave all of his correspondence with Besig on the matter.

Aftern we came out of the stockade they had this what do you call committee forn the Law
suit - the Saiban-iin and fuwithermore, the rnesponsibility rested not with them but with
the detainees in The stockade. 1§ things went 0K, they'd get the credit but L they didn'%t
go 0K they'd get no bLame. Then as a result of the threat of a Law sult grom the ACLU,

UR A fwwned us Loose.

Arton we were released all of us detainees had a meeting with the Saiban-iin and thanked
them honestly. 1t was quite an amicabfe meeting. Regarding the 500 doflans collected gon
the Law suit it was not as much a part of the Resegregation Group, 4L came more grom the
earnliest effont of the Saiban-iin. /[Most of whom were relatives of men confined in the
stockade. /

A to the neason why we did not join the Hoshi-dan was because of our position in dealing
with the R A We didn't only nepresent one ghoup 4n camp, because the Daihyo Sha represent-
ed the whole camp and we had not disbanded officially. As a result we had Zo pu Lish a
paper thanking the people. 1 think, Lf my observation isn't wrong, they did have a geeling
we should give the Reseghegation Group some kind of official thanks and make some kRind o4
statement that everybody in camp should suppoit that organization. People An that organiza-
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tion came to my place and begged me to go to see Mr. Yamashita and Mr. Kina, saying that
my acquaintanceship with them will be a great advantage for me.

The Indictment Threat Zﬁoma Murdeﬁ7

We asked no one for material aid in hiring a Lawyer. Our feeling was that s4ince s4x o
seven people were to be indicted fon the same charge against the same man, and all were
Japanese in my eyes and Lived within the compound, 1 ekt Lt was only natural and just
to ask everybody to wriite and hire a Lawyer Lf necessarny.

I whote this Letten September 11, and took it around and got the signatures 04 everyone
but M. Endo, whose name T couldn't recall. Then they came the next day and asked me to ZLear
the Letten up.

Here Mr. Tada interrupted:
I don't have to ask anybody to give me aid on Rawyer's fees. 1'LE do 4% myself.

Kunitani said, Ad 4§ I nemember comrectly, most of the 500 doflars came grom Mr. Tada
anyway .

When 1 got the signatures, I went to Mi. Iwo's place Last. Mr. Iwo was swyprnised fo see
that T had Mas. Tsuchikawa's signature and very hesitantingly, he signed the Letter. On
the way home T stopped at Mr. Yamada's place. There I was tokd that Iwo had boasted to
Wi, Vamada that under no circumstance would he sign any statement if it caused him Zo be
Linked with Mrn. Tada. So night then T felt that tomorrow morning somebody was going to
come to my place.

The next morning at 7:00 AM. the Saiban-iin came. They were nathern peaved because 1
didn't consult them before 1 went axound and got the signatures. To get nid of them I
threatened them, saying, 'This is an indictment for murder and you may be involved as the
backens of murderers and you gentlemen may be put on the spot.' Then they wanted Lo re-
thact everything and scrammed out of here as gast as possible. They told me to fear up
the Letten of September 11 with the signatures on 4%, 50 1 wouldn't have thein signatures
alongside of Mr. Tada's.

Fifteen minutes Later they came back and asked me to give them a copy of the Letfer 50
they could hire a Lawyer. 1 gave them a copy of the September 11 Letten. They did this
to Leave Tada's name out of it. Then they came back with my Letter and asked me to sign
it too. They had necopied it on another sheet of paper. 1 said, 'l may be a fook, but
I'm not going to sign that Letter 1 fust typed out.'

So 1 typed out anothen Lettern and sent 4t to Mi. Besig, with my name, Abe, and Tada.

(Now Mr. Tada took over the conversation and began to tell why he had never joined the
Resegregation Group. By this time George had gotten out a large vinigar bottle which
proved to contain distilled sake. From this moment forth the conversation got more and
more confidential.)

Mr. Tada: I dédn't join the Resegregation Group because 1 figuned the group didn't
nepresent the whole center as the Negotiating Committee did. Moreover, 1 didn'zt Like the
idea 0§ not Letting all the people in. The first couple of months things were pergectly
satisfactony between us. With myself, T was working with M. Best trying fo get the boys
neleased from the stockade. But since there was no nesult, they must have gotten tired.
They must have suspected my way of doing things and thought 1 was supporting Mr. Best's
idea instead of holding out forn the internees.
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Poston Clique Behind Resegregation Group

Most of the important policies were actually adopted by the people grom the Poston
oliques. Iwo, Yamashita, and Yamada. They were all Zied up with M. Yamashita in Poston.
That's what gave them 50 much power.

(Since the party was now getting pretty gay, I asked Kunitani if he was going to tell me
about the Yamato-seinen-dan he was supposed to be starting or if I had to be satisfied with
the rumors. Here he and Tada guffawed again. Kunitani denied he was starting anything and
added, "I1§ 1 stant any monkey business you'fl be the §&rnst one to be Ln on VL )

He then translated for me a curt notice he had recieved from the Hoshi-dan on November
20th. (1944)

They said that on my §inst signature on thein petition (Resegregation), my wife signed
it. They want to know 4§ 1 had any intention of foining Zhe onganization. The Jochi-iin
would Like you to put your own signature to the organization's petition and accordingly wikl
you come to 5408-D and express your intent about £L£.

Kunitani said that the mere act of sending him such a letter was an insult. I asked if
many letters similar to his had been sent out and he said they had. His was the second or
thitrd batch. Many people had been unofficially expelled before that. Hamaguchi and
Shiroyama were expelled the latter part of October. (I was glad to get this information
about dates since it will help to clarify the chronological growth of policy in the Resegre-
gation Group.)

1§ they had been really wonking fon rekease and if Zhe onganization was our thue backens,
1 don't see how they could dare to write me a Letter Like that.

The sake was now taking effect and Tada told me what was worrying himi.dhesstthattithe
Administration is trying to get him, which is to some extent true. He felt that Goodman's
questioning of Tayama was not le%al or right and that where Tayama worked and who paid him
had nothing to do with the case. (I must confess that this sounds like good sense to me.)
Tada continued:

The other day at the trial Goodman internogated the witness (Tayama). The witness re-
fused to answer. Goodman made a motion to Black then that the person should be arrested
fon conceaking the gacts. 1§ 4t was related to the assault and battery case 1 wouldn't
think s0 much of it. But it seems it's out of principle. Since this witness was a gamblen

and the nest of the witnesses were all gamblens, we regused o put them on the stand.

Tada then told me that the reason Goodman must have thought that he had intimidated Tayama
was that he had gone over to see Tayama to tell him to tell the truth "and say only what he
saw, no moxe." Turnbull, of Internal Security, called at Tayama's and found Tada there.
Later, when Tayama was called in, "he was darn fool enough" to say that Tada had told him
not to say anything.

Then 1 sent a man to Wilson £o tell him to take the trial to Alturas. 1 told them Zo get

a §inst chass Lawyer and we'd blast it all over the front page that UR A was allowing gambling
at Tule Lake.

(No wonder Goodman was so anxious to keep it a project trial.)

liﬂ Mr. Tada was referring to a case in which a young man assaulted an older man in a
"gambling house'" on the afternoon of February 22. See Fieldnotes for February 22, 23
and March 1 for details./




Kunitani, March 6, 1945

Tada and Yamashita

On the day you saw me at Yamashita's house, /[see Fieldnotes, May 21, 1944/, he asked
me why 1 didn't join the Resegregation Group. He said, 'We have 9,000 people here now and
great powern. 1§ you shoukd befong Lo a power Like that you can do yoursedf very nice.

1§ 1 hadn't had a son who was a Sanded, 1'd have joined the Hoshi-dan. But my don 44
all for the American way. My mother <8 188eL, 77 yearns ofd, and 1'm Nised on hathen
Kibei. My fathern &s the typical 1s8eL, The stubborn type. My gfamily <& just Like the

camp, 1s8ei, Nised, and Kibed. can see the picture of the whole camp 4in my gamily .

The way of this Resegregation Group, the Hoshi-dan and thein principal, 1 Like £t. But
thein way of doing, excluding the people, L5 ine ng 1'm opposed to. 1§ I should belong
to the Hoshi-dan my son does not feel the same way 1 do about it. 1 coukdn't have my son
in my house. That's why I can't do 4if.

The Resegregation Group kicks about the desorimination and exclusion they had in America
but they're doing it night here in this camp.

Tada and Stockade Matter

Mzen 1 got out of the stockade, T went to see Mr. Best many times, thying to Liquidate
the stockade. When the idea of hiring a Lawyer came up, 1 went o see Mr. Kina. He said
it was no use. He said, you know how big the United States government 4is. 1f they want
to put 100 boys in the stockade, they will do it anyway. The stockade &5 fust a ANnsAgnid g~
cant thing. 1t would be foolish to bring in a Lawyer. T went to see Ma. Yamashita and he
sald the same thing.

As the sole nesponsible person for bringing 4in a Lawyer, 1 didn't want Lo cause any
further trouble. Right agter that, this here Saiban-iin got in touch with Mr. Yoshino and
Mr. Okimura and through him they hired M. Besig. The nesults were good? 1 don't know.

Segregation

(This is a very important statement which I have not stressed sufficiently in my report
on pre-incident attitudes.)

ALL the people who came here from digferent centers had a difgerent idea of what segre-
gation meant. Every center had been told difgerent things.

Kira's Statement

Kunitani translated Kira's threatening statement for me as, "Forn the survival o4 the
Langen cause, we may have fo saciifice the smallern cause.

He also translated the first name of the Resegregation Group — Saikakuri Seigan -
"The people who have requested gor neseghegation."

He gave as his opinion that the organization of the group which took place formally
after the September petition was to give the group a policy.
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CORRESPONDENCE OF KUNITANI AND BESIG

This is the noteworthy letter about which there was so much controversy:
Sept. 11, 1944
Dear Mr. Besig:

At this time please accept our belated gratitude for your most humane and understanding
interest in our behalf concerning the stockade problem.

It has been two weeks since our release, and we are already confronted with another grave
problem. This time it is that of murder which occurred July 2, 1944 while the stockade was
still in existance. We were informed that sometime next week the Grand Jury of Modoc County
will indict about half a dozen evacuees on charges of murder and conspiracy to murder.

You are familiar with the conditions of the camp. After some of us have spent a few
nights each in the Modoc County Jail, we feel that there may be a dliberate attempt on the
part of some individuals to conspire against us. Of course, we are positive that any so
called "evidence" compiled about us is based upon rumors. Consequently, we are very anxious
to clear ourselves of any and all such disgraceful charges directed toward us. There are
entirely too many idle talks floating about the center, and such talks may greatly injure
many perfectly innocent bystanders. We are suspicious that there is a link between Mr.
Best's stockade complex and the murder investigation, which eventually brought us into the
murder picture. For this reason, we urgently request your visit.

Also, would it be possible, therefore, for you through your association to acquire us
the best available criminal lawyer to fight this case in our behalf? We are at a loss as
to our preparation for this case. Will you suggest our attorney to visit us so that he may
be better supplied with the facts?

Again we wish to thank you deeply for your sincere efforts. We are waiting for your
favorable reply.

Very truly yours,

P.S. Reverend Abe was taken in also to the Modoc County Jail on Saturday afternoon,
the 9th of August, and has not yet been returned to the colony, as yet.

X %k k k% ok ok %
Sept. 18, 1944
Dear Mr. Besig:

We are in receipt of your very heart rendering letters and thankful for your thoughful
information. Please accept our apologies that we had to interfere your noble task with
our personal problem. However, since this was our only means of receiving a satisfactory
legal aid, we were compelled to employ this method.

For your information we wish to state the following:

1. We don't know how many but some will most likely be indicted on charges of murder
and conspiracy to murder Mr. Noma.

2. Some of us have been taken to the Modoc County Jail and were questioned by the
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District Attorney, the State and Government investigators.

3. Some of us have been shown the forms mentioning our names in connection with
aforementioned charges to be presented to the Grand Jury of Modoc County for indictment
proceedings.

Of course, we realize the fact that we haven't been indicted as yet and can't predict
the ultimate result. But the evidences shown during our investigations must be counter-
acted should the suit becomes a reality. This is especially so when those so-called
"evidences" are known to us to be false. For this reason we wish to be prepared in the
event of our adversities.

We, the undersigned, do hereby delegate you an authorization to act as our agent to
secure us a counsel so that he may visit us here at Tule Lake as soon as possible.

Please advise us as to the guarantee necessary for his visit. We will dispatch it
immediately.

Very sincerely yours,

sl ries deU g e deiuide e

September 20, 1944
Dear Mr. Kunitani:

I want to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated September 18 in which Messrs. Abe
and Tada and yourself authorize me to act as your agent in hiring an attorney for you.
I'11 be glad to undertake the mission and to have him visit you at Tule Lake.

I do not know how large a retainer will be required. It may be a retainer to represent
all three of you on a charge of conspiracy to commit murder, or it may simply amount to
a trip to Tule Lake to advise you about your rights, and to discuss your general knowledge
about the case and your past relations with Mr. Noma. .Personally, I think it would be
wise to see whether indictments are returned by the Grand Jury before you engage an attorney,
but the decision is yours and not mine. I would suggest, however, that you send me $500,
and you'll have to trust me to handle it wisely.

It is quite possible that the District Attorney was engaged merely in a '"fishing expedi-
tion" when he took certain people to Alturas, or it may be that this is a method of inti-
midation your group so that you'll be good boys in the future. On the other hand, it is
not impossible that this is the genuine thing and that they mean to take action. Have you
heard of any Tule Lake segregees actually testifying before the Grand Jury. I've also
heard rumors about some fellow who transferred to Manzanar and then asked for expatriation.

Please advise me more fully of the manner in which you were taken to Alturas. Were you
given any choice about going? Were you informed you were being placed under arrest? Who
picked you up? Did they want you to sign statements, and, if so, did you sign them?

The police have no right to pick up people and to detain them for questioning. If they
have duly executed warrents of arrest and then bring the person before a magistrate, there
can be no complaint. Please let me know with particularity exactly how you were picked up.
Of course, if you were asked to go and you agreed to it, there would be basis for complaint.

Sincerely yours,

Ernest Besig.
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P.S. Would you like Collins to come, if he is available? I haven't talked to him about
this business. He has to be in Washington D.C. on October 10 and has a criminal trial
coming up in the federal court the latter part of October. I also have John Taafe in mind.

TR R e R e e

Sept. 22, 1944
Dear Mr. Besig,

Thank you for your letter of Sept. 20, 1944, also your kindness in acting in our be-
half to secure an attorney. We are dispatching $500 as you advise us.

We feel that the District Attorney is engaging in a "fishing expedition'". To my knowledge
there has not been a person testifying before the Grand Jury. As I mentioned in my last
letter, we were merely questioned by the District Attorney, the State and Government Investi-
gators. None of us signed any statement. When the WRA, Internal Security Officers came
to pick us up, they informed us that we were being taken to Alturas at the request of the
District Attorney's office. For some unknown reason, these Internal Security officers were
very cautious and hesitant about our destination. Why they were afraid of us is beyond
our imagination. They never mentioned the word "arrest" and in all sincerity, I believe
they weren't given that order. It is, however, very annoying to see them come in almost
any time and pick us up. The families are certainly against such treatments. The only
reason we let ourselves be picked up, is simply to cooperate with the Authorities.

The Grand Jury is not returned indictments and it appears that the authorities are in
dire need of more concrete evidence to convince the Grand Jury. The investigation con-
ducted by the WRA was headed by Fenton Morris. Remember the name? Mr. Sachs is no longer
in the Project, I am informed.

By weighing the aforementioned, I am in complete agreement with your sentiment about
hiring an attorney. However, the retainer is to give you an assurance that we are prepared
to fight this case if necessary. So, if we are not asking you too much, please be ready
to send us an attorney when the time comes.

Further suggestions or information will be appreciated. Thanking you and trusting you
for a wise counsel, I am,

Very truly yours,
George Kunitani .
Encl: Money Order for $500
P.S. 1In the event we become incommunicado and unable to communicate with you regarding

hiring of the lawyer and the financial end concerned, please contact Mrs. Abe, 503-3.
We will delegate our interest in her hands.

Xk ko k %k Kk % % %
September 25, 1944

Dear Mr. Kunitani

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of SEptember 22 enclosing $500 in money
order payable to me. I will hold this money and use it if necessary for employment of
counsel in your behalf.
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Today I talked to Mr. Bernhard, attorney for the W. R. A, here in San Francisco, and
he verified the fact that Mr. Ishida had been detained for five days on one occasion and
all day on the second occasion. He admitted that a couple of Internal Security men were
involved in the detention, but claimed that they acted merely as deputy sheriffs and not
as members of the Internal Security. I pointed out to him that these arrests had been
made without warrants and that the W.R.A. should not cooperate in the lawless enforcement
of the law. It seems to me that before a District Attorney or any other person is allowed
to pick up a person at Tule Lake there must be some appropriate warrant for such action.
Certainly, if I wanted to quiz certain persons at Tule Lake, they would not be brought here
to San Francisco at my request. The W.R.A. would certainly demand that I show some legal
order to bring them here.

It seems to me that the segregees at Tule Lake should resist such unlawful conduct. The
next time the Internal Security or others seek to pick up a person that person should de-
mand to see the warrant of arrest, and if no warrant can be produced then an objection should
be made to accompanying the officers. Of course, since the officers have superior forces,
no physical resistance should be made if they insist on taking the person without the
benefit of a warrant.

I have been very busy today and have not been able to do some writing with reference to
this problem. I hope to get at it tomorrow and to send protests to Mr. Dillon Myer and to
the project director at Tule Lake, demanding that the present procedure be ghanged. I also
intend to write to District Attorney

I should also inform you and other interested persons that there is no duty upon you to
answer the questions of any police officer or other person. Likewise, there is no duty
upon you to sign any statement.

I have noted what you say about communicating with Mrs. Abe in the event that you are
picked up and held incommunicado There is a duty on the part of police officers to bring
any arrested person before a magistrate within 48 hours, or within 72 hours if arrest is
made over the week end. Every prisoner has the right to get in touch with councel, and if
a prisoner is brought before a magistrate he should request the court for an opportunity
to secure counsel to represent him.

It might be a good idea for you to advise me with some particularity as to how the
questioning was conducted when you and Mr. Abe and Mr. Tada were taken to Alturas. Were
there any threats? Was any violence used? Were you asked to sign any statements?

Please let me know whether there have been any further arrests and exactly when the last
one was made.

Sincerely yours,

Ernest Besig.

Sept. 29, 1944
Dear Mr. Kunitani,

I want to acknowledge receipt of your letter of September 26 and to advise you that I have
written to Director Raymond Best and to Mr. Dillon S. Myer, complaining about the W.R.A.'s
participation in the recent unlawful arrests and imprisonment. I have requested assurances
that in the future the W.R.A. will not surrender any person to the District Attorney unless
a duly executed warrant of arrest is first presented. I have also requested assurances
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that where persons at the Center are questioned by members of Internal Security similar
warrants of arrest will be presented.

Finally, I have complained to Mr. Charles Fellow, District Attorney of Modoc County,
against the practices he employed in the recent investigation of the Noma murder. This
is what we call lawless enforcement of the law, and it is rather typical of police prac-
tices throughout the country. It is our practice to crack down on it whenever it occurs.

Residents of the Center who are picked up by Internal Security men should demand to see
the warrant of arrest. If no such warrant can be presented, then immediate protest should
be made against accompanying the officer. Since the officer has superior force, however,
I would suggest that no further objection be made. Then get in touch with me at once
and give me all the circumstances of the case, and I will take appropriate action.

Sincerely yours,
Ernest Besig.
P.S. Sign no statements unless you first confer with your attorney, and submit to

interrogation only in the presence of your attorney.

MARCH 8, 1945

TALK WITH MR. WAKIDA

/Mr. Wakida and I/ discussed the rumor of Abe and Kunitani forming a new organization.

George said he doubted very much if they were doing this. "Kunitani. 46 to¢ smant to stant
something now when 50 many people are being picked up." (I inclined to agree.) George
also agreed with me that Kunitani intended to get political power in camp eyentually.

MARCH 13, 1945

LETTER FROM KUNITANI

Received the following letter from Kunitani. It relates to Dillon Myer's reply to
Besig, concerning the unlawful detention practiced by the District Attorney of Modoc
County at the time of the threatened indictments.

October 23, 1944

Mr. Ernest Besig, Director
American Civil Liberties Union
216 Pine Street
San Francisco, 4, Calif.
Dear Mr. Besig:

This is in reply to your letter of October 9, which was held for my personal attention.
We are glad to inform you of our views with respect to the complaints you received about

the questioning of certain Tule Lake residents by the District Attorney at Alturas.

The incident you speak of came to my attention shortly before my departure from Washing-
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ton on an extended field trip, which has just ended. We were very concerned about the
civil liberties aspects of any involuntary detention for questioning in Alturas without
observance of due process requirements, and the matter was discussed with Mr. Best in
Denver during a conference held there late in September. Mr. Best, who was absent from
the center at the time of the removal of the evacuees and their stay in Alturas, was
also concerned about it, and it was agreed that the matter should be discussed with Mr.
Fellow upon Mr. Bests's return to Tule Lake. Just before my return to Washington, I
visited the Tule Lake Center, and Mr. Best and I discussed the matter fully. It is true
that these people were taken to Alturas upon Mr. Fellow's request without proper warrants.
As a result of our discussion, I am quite confident that there will be no further in-
voluntary detention of persons at Alturas without observance of due process requirements.

I am sorry that our letter of October 3 was not more explicit. Howeyer, at the time it
was written, the Washington office was not fully informed of the action that was being taken.

Sincerely,
D. D. Myer

Director

MARCH 14, 1945

TALK WITH GEORGE KUNITANI

Kunitani opened the conversation by asking about the sit-down strike at Minidoka, which
has gotten into the Minidoka newspapers and must be pretty serious. It appears to haye
orginiated over the closing of some mess halls and cuts in the mess crew. Before we had
gotten well under way, Mrs. Murata dropped in to see 'him to ask whether the rumor that
Reverend Ohira had attempted to kill himself on the way to Santa Fe was true. When she
left we got around to a discussion of rumors. He had heard the one about Aramaki reloca-

ting from Santa Fe, but had not heard the one on Kira.

On Announcement that Families will not be Re-united

14 it's the truth, it might fjust as well come out. 1t depends on what the WRA says.
1t will have more prestige to begin with L it's said by the Department ¢f Justice and
not by the WR A Everybody knows that the UR A4is a temporany sef-up.

Rumors on next Pick-up

I've been hearning anywhere from 400 to 1000 for a pick-up. Right now they're AAYAng
600.

Situation in Camp

One bad thing about it is there is no constructive movement going on. 1t's about
time this centern will get back on constructive actividy.

People will be blaming the Hoshi-dan Leadens if they find out the families will not be
ne-united.

Why Evacuees will not Leave Camp Until After War

1t's not wornying about repercussions on thein nelatives in camp. 1§ 1'm not mistaken,
if they shoutd relocate now, then the Japanese nationals wouldn't have any hreason fon ask-
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ing for indemnity grom the U. S. govermment. 1In the relocation center, I've attended two
on three meetings when the Spanish Consul spoke with Japanese representatives, and at al-
most everny meeting the probLem of indemnity from the U.S. government was brought up. They'd
bring up 100 million orn a billion dollarns to settle the damage Lincwured upon us. I1t's very
primitive, T admit, but T believe Lt's thue.

We thereupon embarked on a long and involved discussion about the relative idealism of
Japan and the United States. Kunitani enjoys this sort of thing and while it has little
relation to the camp situation, it shows the kind of thing the "noted riot leader" likes
to talk about.

Sometimes 1 think that the Anericans possess something greatern than Japan can cope with.
This war has brought up many things. Many people - Anericans captured in the garn east -
in concentration camps - something simikarn to us - - Although 1 wasn't there, 1 think that
even the (hinese would have Lived betten than the Japanese have done in camps. About the
only time the Japanese would ever get together 45 in time of war or emergency. Other than
that, they are far more individualistic than the Americans. 1t interests and grieves me
because Japan 45 supposed to be highly developed spinitually.

(Here Kunitani remarked as an aside that at times he thought that America was more spiritual
in nature than was Japan.)

America 48 fundamentally materialistic and in my opinion they are doing pretty good. The
only disparity between the two groups s that Amerdica stepped into the idea of material
wealth and really determined nesolutely about foflowing that path, whereas the Japanese,
as a spiritualistic nace haven't gone degp into the sprinitual studies. 1§ Japan were
neally steeped in the spirnit, she would have an equal chance with the other nations. 1 don'Z
think the Japanese as a whole are any too interested in thein own belieg.

The actual spiritual movement in Japan started about seven to ten years ago. But in spite
0f the feeling of the people, there are the big shots, Mitsuyo and Mctsubishi, whose Ldea
Ln't any digfernent than the Lideas of this country (U.S.).

I have no use forn the Buddhistic movement unfess they change the whofe picture. They'd
have to knock 044§ about 500 of the big shots in the Buddhist headquarters in Japan.

I pointed out that Kunitani's criticism of Japan might well be made of any country today.
He agreed. We then went into an anthropological discussion of the urge in humanity which
appears to be responsible for the selfishness and oppression which is so manifest today
and has been manifest for some thousands of years. We compared primitive societies, but
Kunitani still held to the view that there is an urge to accomplish, to put across a new
idea which leads inevitably to taking advantage of other peoples.

After this discussion we got back to the 1943 troubles [zh Tule Lake/. Kunitani said
he was sure he could have stopped the trouble if Mr. Best had cooperated to some degree.

Aten November 1 1 was more than congfident that we could work out everything in a very
peacedul manner. Even after the Aumy came in I think we could have settled it, have the
Aumy removed, and continue negotiations with the URA.

14 Mr. Best had assured us that the food would be improved, the roads gixed, and stated
that he would buwild uniform porches. On the 29th, he said he'd put out an article in the
Tulean Dispatch asking the people not to cut up porches because he intended to put up uni-
gorm porches.

In any case, Kunitani is of the opinion that the whole thing could have been settled ami-
cably if a few genuine concessions had been made to the poeple at that time. He also told
me that the girls of the Joshi-dan are practicing on their bugles very hard, evidently so
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and April 9, 1945

that the bugling can continue after the next expected pick-up.

/On March 20 I left Tule Lake to consult with Dr. Thomas and Mr. Nishimoto in Berkeley.
By this time I had prepared several reports on the complex history of Tule Lake during the
"incident". Thomas and Nishimoto had a number of additional questions which they wished me
to put to Mr. Kunitani.

On April 2 Mr. Goodman made an involyed and complex attempt to get the Hokoku to stop

their early morning bugling. I, of course, did not hear about this until I returned to
Tule Lake on April 9 and visited Mr. Kunitani./

APRIL 9, 1945

TALK WITH GEORGE KUNITANI

Kunitani gave me a good deal of the information on the early activities at Tule Lake.
Nozama, Noguchi, and Morimitsu have been called chairmen of the farm group in various
minutes. Kunitani explained that Morimitsu was elected chairman of the group at their first
meeting on October 15. Nozama was the secretary. The group had two or three secretaries.
They had no organization before the accident. Noguchi and Kato played a peculiar part in
trying to organize the farm workers soon after segregation and before the accident. Because
of this activity Noguchi was sometimes called the farm chairman.

Noguchi and Kato were hofding meetings with the {idea of onganizing the farm group. This
was before the accident, night after segregation.

Noguchi was head of an informal group talking about politics and other matterns. 1 don't
think he had anything to do with forming the farm group (after the incident). (Nevertheless,
he was made vice-chairman of the Daihyo Sha.)

Morimitsu was the Legitimate chainman of the faxm group. He was elected after the accident.

There were a great many minons working on the farm at that Lime.

(Here Joyce Kunitani spoke up, 'My brother was one of them. He was thinteen.)

That was one of the reasons the empLoyment of minors developed into an is5ue.

Personnel of the Civic Organization

The Civic Onganization was composed of the Ward Chainmen of Zhe BLock Managerns. They
had a chairman, a vice-chairman and a secretany. The greater majority o4 the body would
be ofd Tulean. Most of the block managerns agter segregation were okd Tuleans.

Accident Committee

T believe T was there myself. That was the verny ginst thing the Dathyo Sha did. We got
statements to the extent of the injuries and took down theirn names and ages.

(This was done on October 17th, before Kunitani was made chairman of the Daihyo Sha.)
Best arnived on the profect August 1, 1943.

The Planning Board

The new member 0§ the PLanning Board in my bLock was appointed by the bLock manager.
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I don't know what was done in the othen blocks. They were supposed to be Tssedl, but a Lot
0§ Nisel were appointed. The positions were fust appointed by the chair.

On Octobern 26th we phoned Mr. Best and asked for an appointment.

Why Kunitani Did Not Discuss Pedicord on October 26

The biggest cause of the people was to straighten out the faum aceident. = Mthough that
was fust an excuse, because there were §0 many things in camp that neéeded %o be d{mproved.
The report of the hospital committee wasn't complefe. Besddes we wanted fo get the farm
ghoup back to work as soon as possible. This talk with Mr. Best was to be the §inst of a
series of nepornts and we intended to bring up the matter of Dr. Pedicornd Later.

Zﬁr. Kunitani then brought up the matter of Mr. Goodman's proposed compromise with the
Hokoko and the Hoshi dan./

Kunitani's Opinion on a Compromise with Hokoku Buglers

Kunitani definitely disapproved of Goodman's policy of making a compromise with the Hokoku.
He also disapproves of another internment because of the possible effect on the people. He
said that there is a large faction in the Hokoku which is pulling for discontinuing their
activities entirely, and given a little more time they might put a stop to it of themselyes.

A Hokoku man told me that some Leaderns were called to Mr. Best's office. Evidently they
wene Told that if they would stop the bugle playing within a month, most of them who ask
internment will be sent. They sald there was a wiitten statement.

14 they do that it will be worse in camp. The Caucasians must remember that the relations
between relatives among the Japanese are nothing Like relatives among the Caucasians. Even
people who now have no connection with the Hokoku may be pulled in Lf there 48 another pick-

up.

If Department of Justice Takes Over Camp

1 think if Justice takes overn the camp that we should start a new Life here. 1 Zhink we
can do it, providing there is no monkey-business. The center has been settling down steadily
fon several weeks now. I can tell that by the fact that visitons here (to Kunitani's apart-
ment) have dropped o044

The authornities must keep the nelatives of the Hokoku in hand. Otherwise they will be
a continuous aggravation. Next they will be pushing for reuniting the gamilies.

The boys were arnested, sentenced and put in the stockade for 15 days. Then they were
sent to Santa Fe. Naturally, the others are going to keep it up if that's what happens.

TALK WITH MR. GOODMAN, PROJECT ATTORNEY

/I went to see Mr. Goodman the same evening to find out what this compromise was all about.
Goodman told me that he had begun the negotiations on April 2. He had offered the Hoshi-dan,
the Hokoku, and the Joshi dan their choice of three propositions. The Hokoku accepted the third
choice: that they stop all their activities - marching and bugling - if all male members
over 18 years of age who desired it were interned. Thereupon, the members of the Hoshi-dan,
the adult Resegregation Group, came back with five counter propositions._When these were
not met, a part of the Hokoku seceded from the main Resegregation Group.,/ Mr. Goodman told me:

Men have come to me saying that they had been threatened because they are against the
proposition. The majority of the Hoshi dan voted No. T1t's the ofd gellows who don't want
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to sdgn theirn names to anything that are 50 stubborn.

Here I brought up some objections to Goodman's plan, the chief one being that it would not
stop the fundamental trouble — the old issue of resegregation. Making another internment
weuld stir up the people again and it would not stop the adult resegregationists from
pressuring for reunity with their interned relatives. To them, this signifies a successful
consummation of their old aim, resegregation. Goodman disagreed. He said that the only
alternative was to use force, tear gas and guns. With some more of the group gone, he
figures they won't be quite so annoying, having been whittled down a bit in numbers. I
then asked why things couldn't go along as they were. Goodman said thatithe Department
of Justice was pressuring him for action. . . He said that the real reason he was taking
action was that he feared that if he didn't, the Department of Justice would crucify the
WRA again by getting this marching and bugling into the newspapers, ruining relocation, etc.
The idea is -- stop the noise in any way_ possible, lest the Department of Justice use the
activities at Tule Lake to harm the WRA.

APRIL 13, 1945

TALK WITH MR. KUNITANI

On Hokoku

From what 1've heand the Hokoku gang 48 bhreaking into segments. Some of them though will
go to any extent to be reunited with thein families. They will resont to any action to
nealize that prospect. Making a compromise will cause more thouble to the WRA and Justice
will have fo step 4in and ftake ovex.

li-had been told that Dillon Myer, National Director of the WRA was going to visit Tule
Lake on April 16. I remarked on this to Mr. KunitaniL/

On Myer

I wsed to have quite a Lot of respect for Mr. Myer. But Lately 1'm beginning Lo Lose
faith with him. Aove all 1'm disappointed. Keeping Mr. Best here 448 the biggest boner
he even pulled.

Riot In Santa Fe Internment Camp

(Kunitani heard that there had been some trouble in Santa Fe.)

I heand that the Hokoku bunch was under strnict surveillance and that the former occu-
pants are againdt them /the Hokoku/. Those men even organized themselves 50 that the new
arvivals will have nothing to do with the Interwmal Ornganization of the camp, and be on no
commititees.

Back to Tule Lake Hokoku

The Hokoku has had seven orn eight meetings im the Last ften days. 1 heard quite a gew
seceded.

The power of the group who want to stop it altogether is gaining momentum. Though at the
beginning it was probably only 15% it has grown to about 30% of the group now. 1§ you
intern them it will be additional trouble for nothing. 1t won't gain anything.

/I. For more details see fieldnotes for April 9, 11, 12;7
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DISCUSSION OF NOVEMBER 1943 INCIDENT AND MR. KATO

/In my numerous talks with him, Mr., Kato had implied that the had played a very im-
portant role in the November 1943 uprising. Indeed, on one occasion he had told me
that he himself was responsible for the brawl on the night of November 4 which resulted
in military control over the camp. So I asked Mr. Kunitani if Mr, Kato had played an

important role in the "incident"./
Kato was not a big shot. He had very Little following.

When 1 §inst came here an old 1ssel from Topaz asked me to meet a gine young man who
might do me some good. I went to ithis old man's house and was introduced to Mr. Kato.
He started to tell me about onganizing the center. 1 didn't answer. 1 could tell by
Looking at him what kind of thouble he might cause.

Three on foun days Laten T went to his house and there were s4ix or seven men there, mostly
the Topaz ghoup. 1 believe sincerely that the trhouble with him 48 that he Lets too many
people utilize him

(I took a chance here and asked Kunitani if it was this bunch in Kato's house that was
behind the coal strike. He said it was. They came to me and 1 tokd them nothing doing.

At that time there wenre various different groups interested in digferent problems. 1
took most interest to fornm a committee to study and decide on the Japanese Languague school
problem. 1 was called to meetings Like this twice.

Here Mrs. Kunitani entered. She began to read the paper and commented on the President's
death. Kunitani said, "It's too bad about Roosevelt, isn't i£?" in a sympathetic tone
of voice much different from that used by some of my other respondents.

Kunitani told me that when his block had voted for Daihyo Sha members on October 16
(Block 6) the people turned out 100%. (I think it is no exaggeration to state in my re-
port that at least 60% of the people took part in selecting the representatives.)

Kunitani commented on the members of the Motor Pool present at the first Daihyo Sha
meeting.

1 ekt sornny fon them. The atmosphere was strong against them because the people felt
they werne responsible.

At one of the educative meetings 1 attended (before the incident) an ofd Tulean said,
'"They have started a coal strnike but 1 don't believe they'lE succeed. We tried (to strike)
and we didn't succeed.'

I remarked that I was applying for a fellowship at the University of Chicago.l Kunitani
mentioned that he had a friend teaching Japanese there. "A person doesn'zt need a Ph.D.
these days to teach in a Undivernsity L4 he knows Japanese", he said rather enviously. Then
he added, "But 1 guess the United States thinks I'm a bad boy now.?2

/1. Professor A. L. Kroeber had suggested that I do so./

15. This was not the first indication in our conversations that Kunitani was having
second thoughts about going to Japan./
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APRIL 23, 1945

TALK WITH GEORGE KUNITANI

/Though young members of the Hokoku continued to bugle spasmodically, no internments
took place. On April 23 I yisited Kunitani to get his yiews on the speech Dillon Myer had
made to the block managers and also to get his reaction to the news that some of the ori-
ginal leaders of the Resegregationist Group who had been sent to Santa Fe had now been
sent to the Crystal City Internment Camp with their families,/

Yesternday they held a party for a fellow who's going to Crystal Citz. The common people
therne said that they didn't think that Justice was going to have angthen inteanment. They
say UR Amay be thinking that, but they don't believe it. 1 was nathern amused by that.

Myer's Speech to Block Managers and Spanish Consul Representatives

A you know the people have no hespect for the bLock managerns to starnt with. Myen also
saw the nepresentative body which used to see the Spanish Consul, on the following day.
But the people have no feeling whatever that these men are thein representatives. 'Why
pay any attention?' is thein attitude.

A you know the majornity of the bLock managers are ofd men. 1 geel that at Least one-
thind of them don't understand English. 1In my bLock the bLock managerns made no anngunce-
ment whatever. 1 think the people should have been notified o Mr. Myen's obfect. 1 dare
say that over half of the people 4in camp don'zt know what he said. The Newelf Star descrip-
tlon was very obscure.

There are no sernious rumorns about Myern, relocation, orn hesegregation.
Mr. Kira

Mr. Kina's being taken to Qwstal City will have a very queer reaction. The Hoshi-dan
people gelt that he was one of the Leaders. Now they are suddenly congronted with The
gact that he and his brother-inlaw are the only ones being sent from Santa Fe to Crystal
City. Some motherns and wives have recently recedlved Letterns from the Justice Department
agten they asked gor family reunion, telling them there is to be no gamily reunion.

New Political Movement Starting in Camp

Right now a new movement is starting. The Representative Body to deal with the Spanish
Consul 48 one group, the Warden's Organization 4s another Group and the Civic Organdization
45 anothern ghoup.

Me. Yashui, Mr. Wagatsuma, Shimizu and Iwo - they seem to be getting together and making
a bid fon prestige. 1 hope they won't do it forn theirn personal glony.

The Daihyo Sha Qorndinating @mmittee was called Renraku-iin which means Mmmunications
Ommittee. The s0-called Coordinating @mmittee that broke Zhe status quo was called the
Kakubumon Sekinin Sha /which means Coordinating Committee./

Somebody must have given them (Coordinating Committee) a very strong guarantee that we
(Negotiating Committee) would never be Let out of the stockade orn they would never have
dared organize.

November 12 Meeting of Daihyo Sha

The motion to cancel the mass meeting was made by Yokota. It was immediately seconded
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by s4ix on seven men of his clique. When £t was put to a vote the results were over-
whelmingly in his favor.

I was rheally angry that day. 1 didn't give adamn forn the way they acted. T wanted
to put some of the nesponsibility on them.

Kibedl yogore - this means Literally dinty Kibed - but actually the meaning s closer to
hoodZum orn bum.

Army Entrance

When the Aumy came in they yefled and shot. The people were all confused. They didn'zt
know what was taking place. 1§ anybody stuck theirn heads out of a window orn a doorn the
soldiens shot into the air and said, 'Get back An'.

On November 5th all the soldiens would say to the people was, 'Get back - get back'.
The people didn't know anything. They just stood around. Then the soldiens threw tear
gas. Tear gas was even thrown into some of the barracks in bLocks 5 and 6 by mistake.

When work was cut out entinely, soldiens had to take over the nesponsibility of deliver-
ing 4ood.

Here Mrs. Kunitani interrupted: 'They threw the food all over the place. They were 50
scared they set the food in the middle of the noad. Sometimes a sack of rice was a block
away from the messhall.

lﬁh April 27 Mr. Goodman told me that the Internal Security had made a raid on a small

Hokoku headquarters and confiscated all bugles. They also arrested the leader of the
bugle corps and took his bugle away from himé7

APRIL 30, 1945

TALK WITH KUNITANI

Kunitani told me that Mr. Morimitsu, the Farm Representative of the "incident" time,
had come to see him and explained that his father had disapproved strongly of his talking
to me. So Mr. Morimitsu sat down and told Kunitani all he could, and Kunitani took notes
for me. As I have remarked before, even though the camp is quieter than it has been since
a year ago last May, many people are still very reluctant to be seen with Caucasians.

Morimitsu's Story as told to Mr. Kunitani

He told me most of the farmerns werne thansferees grom other centers.

He said it had been raining quite grequently at that time and the farmers went to work in
open cans and got drenched. Mother of thein complaints was that the transportation cars
wenre 4in bad shape.

(These complaints preceded the accident.)

They had nequested cargo thucks (covered) repeatedly, but Mr. Lummer, though not disaghree-
ing, nevern did anything about At.

On the particular moaning of the accident, when the farmers were going out of the gate,
they and the MP watching the gate had a Little argument over passes. So the garmers came

back without going to wonrk.
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He hearnd the workerns grumbling - 'Why should we go out of the project to work. 14 we
have to go to all this trouble, why should we work?'

Anothern grudge the farmens had against Mr. Lummen, the Farm Supervisor, was that they
werne accustomed to bring in nadishes and vegetables from the fam and Mr. Lummer would stop
them at the gate and make them unload the sacks and take them away from them. Once this
happened during a heavy rain and they all got wet while they stood there. This grniped them.

On the afternoon of the day the accident occwrred, the farmens were told to report back
to work. It was announced in the mess hatls by the blLock managers.

Then the accident happened, as they were going out to work. So when the aceident
happened, the men, instead of jumping on the Caucasians, jumped on Mr. Sumi, the foreman and
Mr. Ohina, saying, '1§ you fellows weren't s0 anxious to work, we wouldn't have gone out
and had the accident.

Before the accident the farmers had elected a nepresentative from each crew. There seems
to have been quite a Lot of complaints they wanted presented to the administration and the
personnel in charge. These men (the crew representatives) and the foreman met first and
discussed the accident (as Tada also told me). AL the othen faumers and other people
gathened around the block 7 mess hall. N

Amost everyone in camp had heard of the accident and the garmerns gelt they should not
netww to wornk unless they were safe-guarded against a nepetition of a Like accident.

The drniver was thought to be under age, and his previous record o neckless drniving had
neached the eans of the farmens.

(I've heard this before. - that in Ht. Mountain the driver was supposed to have a reputa-
tion for reckless driving.)

A Lange crowd gathered around the mess hall. They were faumens and outsidens.

Mten some discussion of Saturday morning, Octoben 16, the garm divésion, the crew
nepresentatives and the gforemen met. A a nesult of the discussion they decided to con-
sult the PLanning Board. The PRanning Board was the only organization which had the Least
inkling of a representative body at that time.

Morimitsu explained that he was appointed temporary chairman because Sumé the head fone-
man, who would be the natural person, was 50 agraid, he wouldn't assume the responsLbility.
He tried to push it to Mr. Ohina, the Assistant foreman. But Ohira couldn't speak Japanese
well, s0 Mornimitsu took Lt.

Ohina and Sumi feared that since s0 many persons had been hurt they were agraid to take
the nesponsibility fon the consequences which might develop Laten.

(I asked Kunitani to explain this a little better. He said that since the truckload of
boys had been such young fellows, Sumi and Ohira were possibly afraid that the people would
throw the whole blame on them in the event that they stepped forward now.)

Besides, the farmens were blaming Sumi fon telling them to go to work on that verny aften-
noon, sénce they had been against Lt in the morning.

So the farmens took it up to Civic Organizations, and 4t was presented to BiLL Tayama. He
said he would take it up with the PRanning Board. But the PLanning Board explained that
they werne unable to handle it, 50 they went back to Civic and asked Tayama to call the blLock
delegations, which they did.
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I then asked Kunitani a number of questions which had come up while working oyer my
manuscripts and reports.

Why were some of the men who had been arrested and confined in the stockade released
in January and, subsequently, in April?

Early Releases From Stockade

Kunitani said that some of the detainees may have intended to cooperate with the
Coordinating Committee when they promised to do so. Others just wanted to get out
/gap of five words here in notes/.

Kodama got out so that they could work for the release of Abe, Kunitani and the others.

Kunitani also told me that the letter "R" had no significance to Japanese and put the
worries of the Coordinating Committee down to their extraordinary fear and tension
"because they were working against the Japanese."

I brought up the subject of the call for a general hunger stike which the anonymous
"Second Negotiating Committee" put out on November 14. Kunitani said that "it might
have been a bLufd on the part of the authors, who didn't understand Queasian psychology
very well." The Ward VII proclamation which denounced it was chiefly instigated by Mr.
Yokota. He also told me that /when they were hiding from the Army/ he and Abe had never stated
that they would give themselves up if the other men were released. (Osler told me that
they had done this,)

The following men who took at active part in breaking the status quo were Old Tuleans:
Furuye, Yoshino, Tayama and Sasaki. Takahira came from Ht. Mountain. Mizuno from Rohwer.

(I'11 get the three other names from Tada, who seems to know everything on these matters.)

Present Situation in Camp

A a nesult of the stockade and the Hoshi-internments a Lot of the hot heads in camp
have been cooled off to a great extent. None of these people will take any forceful
steps now, because they don't have a big ghoup backing them up. 1t will be much easier

to keep them 4in hand than L£ was a year ago.
1§ Justice takes over 1'd hate to see them make the same mistakes that UR A made.

Stockade Meetings and Coordinating Committee

Hikida did not call any meetings in the stockade. Those internees who talked to the
Coondinating Committee didn't talk much in the stockade when they came back.

/1. The Coordinating Committee had announced "justifiable" release of detainees as one
of its major planks and had negotiated for such release with the Army and with WRA
throughout its tenure. (Thomas and Nishimoto, pp. 288-9).
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TALK WITH KUNITANI

Poston Strike Patterns Appearing in November 1943

Kunitani told me that it was Kagawa who was .responsible for the similarities between
the "Poston Plan" and Tule's "Negotiating Committee Plan". (Dick /Nishimotg/ has comment-
ed upon these similarities.) Kagawa was vice-chairman during the Poston strike, says
Kunitani.

Kunitani also told me that our old friend Yokota has been elected chairman of the Red
Cross Committee (which is also tied wup with the ex-Coordinating Committee people.)

14 a man is to be a neak nepresentative of the people, he must have enough. force £o
control the Hokoku bunch.

We have a Spanish Gnsul nepresentative in this block. He neven makes a report at alk.
It's veny interesting, the Issed and Nisel in camp never get along.

Renunciation of Citizenship

The boys holding out without nenouncing were on the defensiye at that time. The general
idea was, 'I§ you're going back to Japan, what's the use to hokd on o your citizenship?'
That was the common argument.

A Lot of other people thought, 'T§ we have to Live 4in camp with them and £t Looks Like
everybody's doing 4it, we have to derit, !

Kunitani told me that Abe got most of his prestige with the Jeromites for the stand he
had taken at Military Registration.

Attitude Toward Justice

Kunitani would like to see the Department of Justice take over "and kick out M. Best."

I've heand people say that if Justice takes oven there won't be any monkey business as
there 44 under UR A

I've heand that people asking about nelocation are told that if they don't get out,
Justice will take over and then it'LL be oo bad §or them.
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GEORGE AND JOYCE KUNITANI

Mr. Kunitani is deceased. If any part of this longitudinal case history
should be considered for publication, I think that Mrs. Kunitani would probably
permit the use of their real names. Interested persons. should get in touch with
Professor Arthur A. Hansen, Director of the Japanese American Oral History Project
at California State University, Fullerton, California.

Mr. Kunitani was born in San Diego, California in 1915. He was taken to
Japan at the age of 7 and returned to the United States at age 15. He graduated
from high school in San Diego with honors. He spoke English and Japanese fluently.

He worked as sales clerk in a fruit and vegetable store and in 1937 he made
another short trip to Japan. On his return to Ameréig)he worked successively as
manager of a retail fruit and vegetable store, as salesman and truck driver of a
wholestore produce store, and as operator of his own produce store. In his spare
time he served as Sunday school teacher and group leader in the Buddhist Church.

In April of 1942 he was evacuated to the Santa Anita Assembly Center, where
he met Joyce, the young woman who was to become his wife. He and Joyce managed to
get themselves transferred together to the Jerome Relocation Project by taking em-
ployment with the WRA as key personnel. As Joyce told me in 1981,"We were fust
going together. 1 had a crush on him!l But, since they were not yet married,
George arranged for Joyce to live with a Buddhist minister's wife. "He was very
neligious, Geonge was." At Jerome, George worked as foreman of a lumberjack crew.
He also became associated with Reverend Shozo Abe with whom he vehemently opposed

the military registration.

Z ’ : : - 5
7[1. See interview with Joyce Kunitani, p.




George and Joyce were segregated to the Tule Lake Center in September
of 1943 and in October, when the farm accident occurred, George accepted the

chairmanship of the Negotiating Committee of the Daihyo Sha Kai (Representative

Body). After November 4, when the Army took control of the Center, George,
Reverend Abe, and Mitsugu Tada, the head of the evacuee police force, tried to
maintain a political relationship with the Army, presenting a plan for getting
the essential workers back on their jobs. But negotiations proved very difficult
and after the debacle of November 13 , when the Army and WRA called a mass meet-
ing at which no Japanese Americans appeared, the Army ordered the arrest of the
members of the Negotiating Committee and other leaders. Kunitani and a number of
other leaders went into hiding. Despite a camp-wide search on Noyember 26, the
Army was unable to find them.

On December 1 Kunitani and three other unapprehended leaders voluntarily

3 |

gave themselves up, but they surrendered to the FBI and not the Army. George

Kunitani was confined in the stockade without trial until August 24, 1944.

After the release of the leaders of the November uprising, I, of course,
was eager to talk to them. I approached the Tsuchikawas, who were ardent Reseg-
regationists, and who, I knew, had been among those involved in trying to obtain
the release of the men in the stockade. They said they would make inquiries. (I
did not, at this time, know that a schism had already developed among the Resegre-
gationists, nor was I aware that Mr. Kunitani was not on the best of terms with
Mr. Yamashita and the Tsuchikawas (See Thomas and Nishimoto, pp. 298-300.).
Nevertheless, on September 7, Mr. Tsuchikawa told me that George Kunitani "had
been contacted and that he had said that he would be glad to see me at any time."
I thereupon arranged for a meeting on the following morning and sat up far into

the night, composing a list of questions. (Field Notes, September 7, 1944, p.9). |

Ii}\ Almost a year later George hinted to me that they had escaped the search by
/ dressing as women.77
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But when I arrived at Kunitani's apartment, his wife told me that he had
beéﬁ picked up by the Internal Security the day before and not yet been released.
I subsequently learned that investigators from the District Attorney's office
in Modoc County, had embarked on a re-investigation of the Noma murder and that
they were questioning not only Kunitani, Abe, and Tada, but also such Resegrega-
tionist leaders as Mr. Tsuchikawa, and Kira.

On September 12 I visited the Tsuchikawas, who were deeply concerned over
the threatened indictments. Mrs. Tsuchikawa told me that the District Attorney
had told George Kunitani that if he came back to camp and gathered as much infor-
mation as possible about the murder, he would be shown leniency. According to
her, George said: "Of counse, 1'2L do anything 1 can to help you sirn." The re-

investigation, however, was abandoned after a few days, and I was able to make

another appointment w1th Kunltanl for September 18 .
» &~ /"'
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INTERVIEW WITH GEORGE KUNITANI, CHAIRMAN OF NEGOTIATING COMMITTEE OF THE DAIHYO SHA KAT

Mr. Kunitani was asleep when I arrived at his apartment, but his wife woke him.

A4 ; Sl d ;
Like Mr. Kogawa, he was cautious and careful at the beginning of the interview,

but at the end he spoke more freely. He appeared very nervous and highstrung. He
smoked more of my cigarettes than I did, which is really going some. His hands
tremble, his voice is strained, his attitude somewhat arrogant,; He had eyidently
prepared to tell me the story of the beginning of the trouble in his own way. I
listened and wrote and later asked a few questions. He appears to have an inordi-
nate contempt for Mr. Best.

First Impressions of Tule Lake

"Finst of all, it must seem peculiarn to you because Lt would be more expected
to see such an upheaval rnight after evacuation. To have a thing Like this happen
50 Long after evacuation would give the impression that something was wrong. But
iﬁJ It would be more accurate to say that he was reserved and diffident. He

was also very handsome.T]
,/




GEORGE AND S##s¥ KUNITANI
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ur.AQﬂa is Jchased. Bukxk If any part ef this leng 1tud1nal casc histery
LAV
1s-b~1ng cnnqudered fer publicatiem, I think that Mrs. A&Qa W(ljﬁ probably
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permit the use ofAhoaqﬁrand~h+e real namesd. ImzaxmfnxRisRmivexmxmeexanexx
axExwxkx Interested persens should get in teuch with Prefesser Arthur
A. Hansen, Directer ef the Japanese American Oral ¥kswkxy Histery

Progect at Baglifernia State University, Fullerten, ¥akxfxszx Califernia.

: 4,\~3k
Zfﬂr. d:g was born in Dan Diege, Califernia in 1915, Eemmmsbake He was

taken te Japan at the age eof 7 and returned to the United 8tates at age 15.

He graduated frem high scheool in San Diege with hcnors.Vj*e worked as kmImx

sales clerk in a fruit and begetable stere ana’&éﬂnngecaﬁb he made another

shert trip te Japan., On his return te America he werked successively as

manager ef a retail fruit and vegetable store, as salesman and truck

driver ef a rmkankmfwxikmawimimegxxnxegnbahbenetenegm wholesale preduce stere, and
as eperater ef his ewn preduce stere. In his spare time he served as

Sunday schoel teacher and greup leader in the Buddhist Church.

\

{&‘%April of 1912 he xpetx ximminbummmenfec dosmegntieneaomam ¥he
DK mes enhecementmintmvinviam  was evacuated to the Santa Anita Assembly
Center, where he met Joyce, the yocung weman who was to beceme his wife.

He and Joyce wenanknanfarxnzdxmmnthznfexxmanfebeaatiann managed to get them-
selves tranferred tegether to therﬂ Jereme Relecatien Preject by taking

employment with the WRA as key personnel. XSzaxhxsxn@dxtsx As Joyce told

me in 1981 "We were just gcing together., I had a smemmmmmnh srush con him."l
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Sepﬁnterv1ew with Joyce @@m, p.
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But, since they wereﬁn&tﬁ‘#&i\married,Nﬂeﬁuv% arraged for Jeyce te live

with zRwix a Buddhist revanendde minister's wife, "He was very rbllrlcus,
) !\ e
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Hebset was," Anbert-&amse&ﬁ wrrken as fcruman ef a 1umbergacx ﬁ%ew,!’ﬂ
PP 58 h"’ O
Je:llaﬁaﬂd became associated with Reverend Shezoe lbe aaqaﬁleséer opocsmgg,

the military registratien,

rr_«%aber%{scoke English and Japanese £imk fluently,
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Geerge and Joyce were segregated to the Tuls Lake Center in September
[ Y

of 1943 and in Octeber, xixkim when the farm accident eccurred, h® aﬁccnted
\

the chairmanship ef the Negotiating Cemmitthe of the Daihye Sha Kai

(Representative Bedy). After Nevember iy, whenf the Army teok contrel

of the Center, Geerge, Reverend Abe, and Mitsugu Tada, the head the the
evacuee pelice ferce, atheamphmdmbmmma tried teo maintain a rXXkk pelitical
relationship with the Army, presenting a plan for getting the essential
workers back cn their jebs, But negetians preved very difficultp and
after the debacle of Nevember 13, whem the Army and WRA called a mass
meeting whikmkx at which ne Bx Japanese Amerigans appeared, the Army
erdered the arrest of the members of the Negetiating Committee and ether
leadersy Kunitani and a mumber of ether leaders went inte hiding, awmi

</9espite a camp-wide search en Nevember 26 the Army was unable te find them,

q Wiunitane
On BNecember 1. ‘Seoomee and three other unapprehended leaders

volutarily gave themselves up, but they surrendered to the FBI and not the

Army. (1auy-meuths 1ater ( ) George hinted to me bhat they L

had escapcd fne %earch by er581ﬂ‘ as women,)

6-'3p Kunntan s i !
A 1 was confieed in the stockade without trial untii August

2li. 19l

Cily LJUL.
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After the release of the leaders of the Nevember uprising, I, ef ceurse,

was eager te talk te them, I appreached tuJ_§;uchikawas, whe

K i D, L kW ad among those invelved
were ardent Resegregaticnists,and whe, I knew, had been ameng tnes

a

. o i WEAPIEL 0 Thev Said
in trvine to cbtain the release of the #sm® men 1ln the steckade, They sald

: : - 15 d ma is ti } that a schism
they weuld make inquiries. (I did not, at this time, know that a s
W;E‘»evplrnei among the Resegregaticmists, ner sekdet-enew that Mr. Kypeckx
Kunitani was not Liserglt— it XSHX Witdiy, on the best of Xkmex terms with
Tsuchikawas . R
Mpr. Yamashita and ¥ the Xaksms=zsx (See Thomas and Nishimeto, pp. 24 .
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| M ; i le me that George
Nevertheless, on September 7 Mexx Mr. Tsuchikawa toleg me that Georg

uld be glad to see 4

1 g \ \ 5 at o ks o 5 T
Kunitani "had been contacted _and that he had said that he wc

m———




Kunitani, Sept.

me at any A time.”

I thereupon arranged for a | i
o thereupon arranged for a meeting % on the frllowing

morning flanad saft up far int | igl i
g fana it up far inte the night, compesing a ik list of questions,
Kiiebdix (Field Notes, S [ 4

iel otes, Septemt 3 [

R » Septemberj 7, XENHY 194k, p. 9). /{But when
: K matones )

I arrived at s appartment,

his wife told me that he had been picked up by the Internal

Security the day befere and not hot yet been released. I subsequently learned

that investigators from the District Attorney's office in Modoc County, Wamx

had embared on a re-investigation of the Noma mmm murder and that they were

questioning not only Kunitani, Abe, and Tada, but also such Resegregationist

leaders as Mrg, Tsuchikawa, Xirmpmamdmmim and Kira.q Qn September 12 I
g/
visited the Tsuchikawas, whe were deeply

concerned aver the threatened indictments. Mbs. Tsuchikawa told me that

the fdistrict atterney had teld Geerge Kunitani that if he came back te camp

and g i i
gathered as muc h 1nﬁrrj§t1tn as pessible abeut the murder, he weuld be
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shewn leniency. ) Geerge said: "Of course, I'll de anything I can to
help you sir."

The re-investigatien, however, was abandened after a

few days, and I was able te make ancther appeiment with Kuhitani fer

September lé:]

INTERVI™W WITH MRy KUNITANI, CHATRMAN OF NEGOTIATING COMMITTEE OF THE DAIHYO SHA KAI
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vt 4y put his wife woke him.
Mr. Kuratemi was asleep

when I arrived at his apartmentf . . o
Liké Mr ¥ Suegemoto, he was cautious and careful at the beginning 9f the‘lnter;ieYAOKZd
at the end he spoke more freely. He appeared very nérvous and h}ghst?;ng; mglz iy
more of my cigarettes than I did, which is really going some. His hands tre ’

tude somewhat arrogant.i He had evidently prepared to tell me

i i ' i ter :
voice is strained, his a I listened and wrote and

the story of the beginning of the trouble in his own way.
later asked a few questions. Heyhas an inordinate contempt for Mr. Best.
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I¥y ~i% wauld be more accurate To say that he was res rved and diffident.

He was alse very handsemes
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First of all, it must seem pecutiar to you because it would be more expected to
see such an upheaval right after evacuation. To have a thing like this happen so long
after evacuation would give the impression that something was wrong. But there were
reasons.

I have lived only seven years in Japan and twenty-two in the U.S.

T strongly believe that my way of thinking might be different from other people’s.
I appreciate the idea of democracy and have a clear picture of what democracy stands

for.
Mr. MeVoy, the Community Analyst at Jerome, knew quite clearly why I took my step
to come to this center.
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The immediate impression I received after coming here was the unpreparedness on
the part of the Administration, especially in the field of housing and reception.

I arrived here at 5:00 p.m. on the 30th of September. That day the Army was good
enough to give us a lunch. After we were through with the processing, it was well
towards evening.

Eventually, we were thrown into an unpartitioned Recreation Hall. No mattresses
were available. I got the block manager to find me a mattress. Even the stove wasn't
ready for operation. The block manager had to get wood for us. I don't believe the
block manager was even notified we were to be there. There were ten boys and they told
us that between 20 and 30 would come, but they didn't know. They had no plan at all.

Before we left Jerome we had a talk with the Project Director and also with various
high officials of the WRA. I can say that they were sympathetic and at least under-
standing.

We talked to Mr. Taylor and I believe Mr. Taylor realized that we cooperated with
him in order to make the movement a smooth affair.

At that time, the people leaving the (Relocation) projects had the feeling they
would like to be housed closely together, but realizing the conditions at Tule Lake,
they didn't expect too much. But it was Mr. Taylor's feeling that the families should
be close together. Not that we felt our treatment would be the same.

When I arrived here I heard so many complaints about the separation in housing.
Even families were sometimes separated from one end of the camp to the other.

The train on which I came had Dr. Melton, the Assistant Project Director, as escort.
He was kind enough to arrange an introductory meeting for us with Mr. Best. He called
upon four or five persons whom he thought would be interested in being introduced to
Mr. Best at that time. That was on the 1st of October.

We had an interview with Mr. Best. I clearly remember what he said at that meeting.
The impression he gave us then certainly betrayed his ability as a Project Director.
Putting up his feet on the desk and talking was all right. I suppose many executives
do that. But his attitude toward us was high pressure. He gave us the impression,
"T'm Project Director here, and I'm ruming this center. Nobody's going to tell me
what to do."

The very thing he said was, "I don't recognize any representative body."ﬁ@?l asked
here how this had come to Mr. Best's mind, whether Dr. Melton had introduced this
group from Jerome as representatives.)

ek WaL UK mvudand |

"ye weren't introduced as a representative body," , Dr. Melton would corroborate
this.

"I'm not going to be high pressured by anybody." (said Best). "I'm not going to
meet any demands from anybody at any time."

Dr. Melton was surprised and I think he was sorry that he had ever suggested our
meeting with Mr. Best. Ome of the boys was so angry he walked out in the middle of
the interview.

(I remarked that this attitude of Mr. Best appeared strange incdeed, and wondered
what could have caused him to adopt it.)

It is possible that some other group had gone in to demand something of him. But
certainly we wouldn't do that, especially with Dr. Melton there.

I got rather sarcastic. I said, "I'm still listening," after he started up. After
that he was more reasonable.

e

Contrast En‘Facilities;S* M

4s far as Jerome was concermed, the facilities were very good. Each latrine and
urinal basin was individual and the interiors of the shower are very much better.
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Food too was much better. This was especially strange, since Jerome raised so
little. However, food there in comparison to this center was twice as good.

About six months before segregation took place, I was pretty well informed about
the activity in centers through the Center papers. I thought I knew pretty clearly
what this center was raising in the way of agriculture. It was only natural for me
to take it for granted that there would be an ample supply of vegetables, chickens,
and hogs.

I also knew the regulation of the WRA in providing 45¢ per day for food for the
people. Of this, 14¢ was provided by project undertaking. When that problem came up
in Jerome (It used to be 50¢ to 55¢ and was cut to 45¢), 35¢ was bought through goverm-
ment channels and 14¢ was raised on the project.

The question was put to Mr. Taylor at that time: how he expected to raise 14¢ at
a place at Jerome. He said he'd do his best to raise 14¢ and in the event that he
could not do it he would secure it through other channels.

When Swgimessl investigated the mess here, his figures checked with the FBI accountants.

YQWQ¢MﬂP’

There was a great suspicion on the part of the evacuees as to what became of the
goods being produced in the centers. There were 3,800 to 3,900 acres in cultivation
at that time.

I went to the farm myself (in Tule Lake). I found that the hens were laying 6,000
to 7,000 eggs a day. There were 290,000 pounds of meat in preservation. We asked
the former Tuleans and they said that they never received any portion of it. When we
met Mr. Best, he said, "I've been here only since the first of August. What transpired
prior to my arrival does not concermn me.”

The attitude of the Administrative officials toward our group was very cool. They
had the comviction that the less they had to do with the Japanese, the better it would
be for them. I often heard the remark, "I know how to handle the Japanese. Just leave
it up to me."

Motives for Action of November 1:

We had met Mr. Best on October 27. We went in there as a committee. There was
no mass demonstration. I still had a vain hope at that time that he would listen to
reason.

Ever since the farm accident the farm group was not working. The hogs, chicken
and packing, being a different section, kept on working. Some representatives demanded
that they all quit, but I myself didn't think that wise. I quashed that and the motion
did not carry. I'm glad of it.

Going back to the October 27 meeting - realizing that so many people were on the
verge of termination because of the strike, we stressed (to Mr. Best) that termination
would not be good. ;

The farm incident had become so entangled that it had become a center-wide topic.
The farm group realized that their task would be too great for them to handle and
they felt it should be the concern of the center residents. The ery was coming from
various other sections too, that unless they were safeguarded they would not go out
of the center.

These feelings precipitated the election of the Daihyo Sha Kai. It may be that
Mr. Best did not want to make such a big issue out of tt. That's why he wasn't en-
thusiastic about the election of the block representatives.

As far as the election of representatives is concerned, I don't think I did wrong
and I think I've been fair with the people. The request for the elections was put
through the block managers by the farm group. It went through Mewese.T2yama -+

Then, the Administration was very anxious to terminate the farm workers. We spoke
against that. We thought we had been able to convince Mr. Best and that if the termination
was to take place, it would be gradual. However, the next day /on October 28/ he left
for San Francisco. During his absence, with his signature, came a statement: "ALll farm
workers are terminatea as of October 19." I don't think this is in the minutes of the
October 26 meeting. o
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Naturally, ‘after we had had the meeting with Mr. Best we made reports to the
representatives and to the farm group in particular. That such a statement came out
the following day threw suspicion on Administrative sincerity. Our immediate feeling
was distrust of Mr. Best.

So when Mr. Myer came we felt we had to show that we had support so that Mr.

Myer could see with his own eyes the support we had. That was our paramount intention.

(I asked why the Negotiating Committee had asked Dillon Myer to dismiss Mr. Best.)

We felt that if a request were made to get rid of Mr. Best, Mr. Myer would investi-
gate the matter. If he were investigated and remained, we could tell the people that
an investigation had been made and that his position is vindicated. We asked for the
resignations of Best, Zimmer (head of Operations), Sehmidt, Callum and Kirkmen (Mess
Operations), and Pedzcord Sache J (nSes

K%mkm?n was thrown out of Santa Anita. He was caught in some kind of scandal there.

J i

The request to remove the Caucasian staff from the hospital came from the hospital
employees. I don't think they'd like to say that, but it's the truth.

One point I want to make clear was their feeling was that if the Caucasian doctors
and nurses are human enough to realize the problem before them and are willing to work
for the benefit of the people, it would have been all right.

Recognition s/ 0f \H&;hke—Sha Kal ht'%lmlns ratien

(I then asked Kuxatemi what actual assurance Best had given the Negotiating Committee
of recognition - that is, what prompted his statement to the Daihyo Sha that the committee
had been recognized.)

Best said, "I would recognize any committee or group of committees. I don't care
how good the organization is." He made the same statement when Mr. Myer was there.

Murder Indictment:

I have seen the statement myself, accusing me of murder and conspiracy of murder
and asking the county grand jury to indict me. One thing, I am more or less on the
lookout for a frame-up. I'm playing safe and am going to have a lawyer come in and
go over the situation. If they try to comnect me with this I'm going to have a real
disillusionment in American democracy.

Visit of Spanish Consul on November 3:

(I have no data at all on this visit and the consul's talk with the Negotiating
Committee, so I asked Kuxatomi about it.)

I think he came matnly to check up on the November 1 demonstration. He also asked
about the auto accident - and the rest was of a personal nature. We did explain the
sttuation to him. I also eaplained the proceedings of the conference with Mr. Myer.

That was one of the most amicable meetings we ever had. The atmosphere in camp
(immediately after November 1) was very amicable. We had just had the celebration of
Meiji Setsu too.

He asked, "Is it all right for me to leaqve?" I told him frankly that everythzng
was under control. Then when he came back again /after the November 4 "incident"/ he
was rather peeved with us.
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Possibility of Returning Stockade Detainees from Santa Fe:

(Kuratomi then asked me if I would do something for him. I asked what it was.
He said that the "people in camp" were very anxious to have those persons who were
sent to Santa Fe recently’returned to camp. He wondered if I could find out what
chance they had. I said it was not likely that I could find out anything, but I would

trye.)

"Our release is unconditional (the citizens' released after the hunger strike).
They were sent to Santa Fe just because they were aliens. How could their return to
Tule Lake be expedited?"

We (Negotiating Committee) haven't been disbanded officially. We want to disband.
Until the Santa Fe question is cleared up I don't dare take a forward step.

Mr. Best promised us in front of Wayne Collins that he's willing to make any
recommendations pertaining to these Issei returning to the camp.

The people have a very firm idea that the Issei sent to Santa Fe are just as imnocent
as the Nisei released outright. I know one or two families have received letters that
the Justice Department is willing to return them.

Resegregation:

(Kuratemi remarked that if the above matter were cleared up there would be peace
in camp. - Knowing that this is not the view of the resegregation pressure group, I now
remarked that in my opinion, real order could not come without a separation of those
who truly desired repatriation and the fence-sitters. I wanted to get his reaction,
particularly since he had made no mention of resegregation and "status" so far. The
minutes of meetings in my possession are full of impassioned speeches by him on these
topics.)

When resegregation started out - all right. We had to have a clear status. Being
that there were so many fence-sitters, the people who came in were forced into a posi-
tion that looked queer to them at the time.

However, some of the people who are running the resegregation group (now) are more
or less doing it for their own general benefit.

I predict that if you stay here siz months longer you will see the resegregation-
i8ts split up into at least three different groups. (I said I did not understand, but
uretord refused to elaborate.)

4! /

November 4 Meeting of Daihyo Sha Kai:

(I asked Kmratomi to give me an account of what really happened at this meeting
and what his intentions were at that time.)

Our main object was to elect our permanent committeemen. Previous to that we had
had a meeting and it was suggested that capable persons from their respective blocks
should be nominated from the block people for the seven or eight committees we were
to have. This was still be to approved by the Administration and by the people.

At the same time, if any persons who were chosen were not capable, it would be
entirely up to the liberty of the people to refuse them. If the people wanted some
other committeemen, or wished to subtract a committee, this was also up to them.

At the same time, it was our sincere desire to resign because we were only a
temporary group. After our resignation, what would take place after the body was
recognized was up to them. The Administration and the people might have many sugges-
tions. The entire body of the Daihyo Sha Kail intended to resign and be replaced.

That night, we were choosing the names of the permanent committee members from
nominations that had been submitted by the residents of the blocks. We selected the
names of people whom we thought would be capable.




L
furakami, X& Maypews and Une
- /




September 18, 1944 --p. 7

That night we had a so-called committee to choose from the nomination lists.
After the committee members had filled in the names, they asked the block representa-
tives for their approval. The only thing left to do was to bring this up to the
Administration for their approval. We also intended to have the mass meeting /scheduled
for November 13/ and explain this to the people.

}
7

The people signed two resolutions expressing their whole-hearted support of the
block representatives and of the Negotiating Body.

After the Negotiating Committee was put on the spot and was hunted down by the
Army, the remaining block representatives didn't feel they should elect any other body
wuntil the incident was satisfactorily closed. So they felt they shouldn't elect any
committee to negotiate with the WRA and the Army and that was the greatest difficulty.
So as ‘a substitute they had the so-called, I believe it is translated Coordinating
Committee, but that really isn't a proper name, on which were Yamatani;-Yamakawa, -and
Kawemura. They made themselves clear that they would not negotiate except through the
Negotiating Committee.

We could have kept on hiding. But we felt it was for the interest of the people
to give ourselves up. The main reason we gave ourselves up, was that our first resolu-
tion (the petition of November 13) was vague and just stated that the people were
supporting the Negotiating Committee. The second resolution (November 30) stated
our position more clearly.

It was in that resolution that we stated that we wanted all the staff to resign.

(I asked respectfully, what the reason for this demand was.)

Reason for Asking Resignation of all WRA Personnel:

The reason we wanted all the staff here before November 1 to resign: the point is
that the people were fed up with the Administration. They were more or less under
the impression that WRA officials were under the influence of Mr. Best and had taken
over Mr. Best's unfavorableness. If there were some clear thinking and decent minded
persons, we thought that by this time some step would have been taken whereby the
sttuation would have been cleared and the Negotiating Committee vindicated.

We were in hiding and these things were brought to us.

/T asked what rele the Plannlnv Board had played. L
The~Planining..Beard:

That was a leftover of the pre-segregation days. It was like a city council.
Instead of the block managers the planning board functioned in that capacity. The
planning board was all Issei, since the council could only be Nisei. This body was in
a sad state when we got here.

LJ asked how The, ACLU had been apprcachcé}
Appeal to ACLU: &

That was instituted by the people in the colony, especially by Mr. Okemoto. He
suggested it. :

All along we knew what the Administration was doing toward us was an invasion of
our Consttutional rights. ALl our mail was censored. We could not initiate anything
like that.

From the very beginning, I've maintained that anything we have done wgsn't any too
radical or against our constitutional rights. As Chairman of the Committeg§I conducted /

/

N
)

the job in a correct manner. And the job was difficult because the people didn't under- \
stand. '

[E. The Planning Board had served pre-segregation Tule Lake as a kind of Issei community
council./




