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@OISHI, MR MAC IWAO . ans by form le", 9=4=45
,+MRS GERRY MASAE (WIFE)

5013-A
Newell, California
August 31, 1945

Mr. Ernest Besig, Dir.
American Civil Liberties Union
216 Pine Street
San Francisco, California

Dear Sir,

Yue to extreme pressure from the center residents, we were
forced to renounce our American citizenship sometime ago. We
regret very much at this time that we were forced into doing so.

Residents of Block 50 were almost all members of Japanese
societies, and we who were not were made to suffer by their
ridicules. They did not understand why we as Japanese would
not also join the organization, as is with religion or anything
else we had different ideas and stuck to them as much as possible.
We were forced to renounce our American citizenship to avoid
trouble for ourselves and our parents.

Due to the crazy societies many who were friends turned into
enemies overnite as one thought differently from the other. There
was and still is much discord among the two groups.

My wife and I are both very Americanized and we wish very
much to remain in the United States. We as niseis prefer to stay
here for, Japan is just as much & foreign country as Germany or
China and we would not fit in with its customs and o0ld ways, which
scem awfully backward in comparison to the American life we are
used to.

We have both been living in the United States all of our
lives except for a short visit to Japan at an early age.

I attended East Florin Grammar School in the County of
Sacramento, State of California. Even at this early age we
were subject to discrimination for the school was for Japanese
and Chinese only and apart from the Caucasions' school. We
felt out of place and memories such as these remain deeply;%g-
bedded even at this time. We were not treated equally, weAln-
ferior, and as children we felt lest and unwanted.

In 1935 I entered Elk Grove Union High in the Qounty of
Saoramento, State of California and for the first time in our
life we were able to mingle with the Caucasions, but this was
to a limited extent, because we already had 3 strikes against us,




as we were apart since grammar school.

We were also attending Japanes School. Our parents
wanted us to receive a Japanese education as they intended to
take us to Japan later. Oh, but how most of us hated to study
the Japanese language. We barely got by. How good it feels to
be out of school.

War and evacuation forced us American citizens to leave
everything we had worked and slaved for. Yes, we were bitter,
can you blame us, for we who are citizens the same as German and
Italian Americans, were treated as enemy aliens. Many of us who
still had faith in democracy were forced to expatriate as isseis
were constantly telling us that there was no future in this coun=-
try and etc.

Before evacuation I was employed as a sales clerk at the
Three Star Produce Co. of Los Angeles, California. This firm
was owned and operated by a Japanese issei. It was agreed that
after 7 years of service I would be given a store of my own. If
it weren't for this war I would be sitting on top of the world
now, (Just about).

Now, I plan to relocate as soon as possibde and start all
over again, even if I have to start by digging ditches.

Trusting that something may be done in our behalf and sin-
cerely hoping consideration will be given in our request for
cancelling our renunciation.

Will be patiently awaiting an answer to our request at the
earliest possible date.

Thank you,

Respectfully yours, ,

Mac Iwao Goishi

Gerry Masae Goishi
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