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J anuary 6, 1986

Ms.  Margaret K. McEl dsrry�

Atheneum Publ i shers�
115 Fi f th Avenue�
New York,  N. Y. 10003

Dear Margaret:

I t ’s been a l ong ti me si nce I ’ve wri tten,  and I send bel ated�
but warm greeti ngs For the new year.

Many thanks for the copy of CATLORE.  I was certai nl y i nterest�
ed and surpri sed to l earn of an Afri can versi on of "Two Fool i sh�
Cats”, but thi nk ours i s better,  don’t you?!

I thought you mi ght be i nterested to hear that my new i nterni st �
f i nal l y di agnosed the condi ti on I ’ve had for the pest S months�
(and probabl y for the l ast 10 years!) as Chroni c Epstei nBBarr �
Vi rus and Cyto Megl a Vi rus.  They’re both in the Mono,  fami l y�
and l i ke i t, untreatabl e, but at l east my i l l ness i s l egi ti mi zed�

now and I know I must si mpl y l earn to l i ve wi th i t.

At any rate,  my l essened acti vi ty has resul ted i n an outburst �
of poetry and I thi nk I have enough now for a book.  I ’ l l  try�
to send them to you i n a week or so wi th the hope that you mi ght�

want to publ i sh them.

In the meanti me,  I ’m sendi ng you another ni ce revi ew in one�
of our l ocal  papers. Actual l y The Voi ce i s Berkel ey’s onl y�

neesppper now,  so i t i s qui te wi del y read.

Af fect i onatel y,

Enc:

P.S. I seam to recal l  your menti oni ng another move i n J anuary.�

When i s i t taki ng pl ace?
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17 January 1986

Ms. Yoshiko Uchida 
1685 Solano Avenue 
No. 102
Berkeley, CA 94707 

Dear Yoshi,

This will be a quick note only in reply to your lette r of January 
6th, which was very welcome. I thought you ’d be amu sed at the 
African version of "Two Foolish Cats" which Lisa hap pened to 
notice. I agree with you, though, that ours is better.

It is, I ’m sure, a real relief to have what ’s been tr oubling 
you diagnosed by your new internist though I'm sorry  that it is 
a combination, seemingly, of two untreatable things  with such 
impressive names that I know I shall promptly forget th em! At 
least you do feel legitimate and that is immensely importan t 
psychologically, I ’m certain. It also means that you jus t have 
to allow more time for yourself to rest since, if I'm correct , 
that’s the only way to treat mono and these as a cousin of that 
must respond in a rather similar fashion.

It's interesting that your lessened activity, as you put it, has 
turned you to poetry and I'll look forward to reading it. Poetry, 
as you know I'm sure, is a very tough thing to publi sh because the 
market for it is very small, no matter how much it is talked about 
and used here and there. I say this only so as not to get your 
hopes too high, but time will tell.

Thank you for the nice review that was in "The Voice". I t certainly 
should reach a lot of interested people.

Yes, you ’re right and what a memory. We were to have mov ed in 
January. Now there is talk of April but I will not be at  all 
surprised if the move fails to materialize then. Anyh ow, w e ’ll 
let you know when we "flit" as they say in the Highlands of 
Scotland.

I'm off tomorrow morning for ALA Midwinter in Chica go and I 
shan’t be signing this, therefore, myself. Anyhow, I 'm having 
to move fast so I ’ll sign off for now but with the very wa rmest 
possible good wishes to you for 1986—



Uchida, page 2

Affectionately,

Margaret K. McElderry 
Publisher

MKM/lak
(dictated but not signed)
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31 January 1986

Ms. Yoshiko Uchida 
1685 Solano Ave .
Berkeley, CA 94707

Dear Yoshi,

Some while ago, Margot Zemach mentioned in a letter  that she had 
a few suggestions she’d like to make about the manusc ript of THE 
TWO FOOLISH CATS, primarily from the illustrator’s point  of view.
I may have mentioned this to you, but I ’m not sure. In any event, 
I encouraged her to make the suggestions, they have now come in 
and I think they are good. She really is quite astute in say ing 
that, for a picture story book, the fewer words used the bette r. 
She likes very much, of course, how you write but does not e that 
you do it in a "writer’s way, fully describing often tha t which 
might be left to the illustrator." Her point is surprising ly well 
taken and I am not a little astonished that I myself didn't c atch 
some of this!

Anyhow, here are her suggestions which I hope you will g o along 
with, in general at least, if not in toto.

Page 1 3rd line from end— omit "for dinner". We don't really

6th full para., line 2— omit "sill s that word and 
"silleeee" come in later and are more effective not 
used too often.

8th full para.— cut "The thought. . .wonderful," and, 
begin a new sentence with "The". She feels this 
rather slows the action and indeed it may.

need it and she says as well "I think animals 
hungry— not sure I like wild animals eating ’ 
’breakfast’ or 'afternoon tea’ at all."

I think animals eat when 
nimals eating ’dinner’, 

at all."

��

Page 2 Line 2— omit "for afternoon tea"

Page 3 5th full para., lines 1 & 2— omit "Neither did you!" 
Again, she feels the repetition slows the action.

6th full para., line 2— omit "miserable". _ e  says
�������� ��� ��� �����																		��																	�� �� �� 	� �� � � ��"having them ’miserable’ should be saved for later—  
the end"; line 3--omit "and sulk. . .day,". It slows 
the action, and they’re not thinking of it as sulking.
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Page

����

Page

Page

Page

Para. 3, line 1— "screeched" instead of "yowled"; 
line 2— omit "stubborn and"

��

Para. 4— here she makes a comment without giving a 
solution. She feels that perhaps their quarreling 
could be more orchestrated to build it up more effe ctively^ 

��� � �	�  fewer words such as "scowling", "snarling", "spit-  
� � ting", "clawing", "scratched", "hissed", "yowled".

See what you think.

Para. 7, line 1 —  "down" instead of "from the trees"

Parat. 8, line 2 —  "that" instead of "and stubborn,"

Line 1 —  omi\ ",You certainly woke me up," and put the 
phrase "tb€\raccoon grumbled" after "anyway?"

Line 7— here she thinks the use of "silly" is very good

Para. 6, lines 1, 2 & 3— cut "for by. . . cakes". She
comments that slows the pace and I think she's right.
She will be able to show the cats eyeing their cakes 
hopefully.

Para. 7, lines 5 & 6 —  cut "They crossed. . . v iĵ e
think she feels she can show how complicateajthrougli 
which they're going is. �

3 -Line 2— omit "and up". She thinks it's perhaps smoother  
without it; lines 4 & 5 —  omi t ^o r  I. . .hunger". She 
feels this is rather stilted; omit "and up" if we have 

* omitted it in line 2.

4th full para., lines 3, 4 & 5— omit "He wore. . .nose." 
She would like to give him "more interesting clothes".  
She feels he sounds too "organ grindery" and she's 
right. She will give him glasses. "The chance to have 
great clothes' is too much to pass up" she says.

Next to last line on page— omit "quite"

7 Lines 2 & 3— she asks that we cut one of the two sentences
��  beginning with "We knew” .

Line 5— she suggests replacing "into his house" with
something like "among the branches". She thinks monk eys 

> ��� on trees, not in them, like owls.
� �

/"Last two lines on page —  she suggests the last sent ence 
read "Surely they are equal now".

5 Lines 1 & 2— "paid no attention" instead of "did not .
cats". She’s quite right, I think, that these are more 
whrds than we need to make a simple direct statement.
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Para. 2, line 4— omit "for you"

Para. 3, line 2— "among the branches" instead of 
"into his house"

Paras. 4 & 5— here she has a question. She says "I 
don't know if this joke works— or is it too pat, 
stilted? Could one say 'I feel foolish', the other

- 'I feel stupid'?" This is entirely up to you. I 
can go either way on it.

That's it.

Actually, I've never had an artist be so articulate about  a text 
and yet, because of the work she's done in the past, she has a real 
flair for this, so I hope you won't mind my passing it on to you 
and won't feel that she is stepping on the author's prerogati ve.
She only means to be helpful. Incidentally, she says "It  is fun 
to be trying out Japanese kinds of brush strokes. I t doesn't 
seem so far away to me." She also had just seen a great sh ow of 
Japanese helmets, fantastically made, one you may have s een yourself. 
Apparently they were in all kinds of animal and bird and flowe r shapes 
and very beautiful.

Para. 7, line 2--omit "held their stomachs and". She 
can make them holding their stomachs, she says, so 
there's no need to slow down the hilarity.

Page 9 1st two lines— she says "not sure 'sad' is right word. 
Maybe could be cut." We don't actually need it because 
two preceding lines show the glee of the mice.

Ever ,

. McElderry

MKM/lak
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February 7, 1985

□ear Margarets

I was j ust on my way to the post off i ce l ast Monday wi th the en�
cl osed l etter of 2/ 3 and the revi si on,  when I Found your l etter�

of 1/ 31 i n my mai l box.

You can i magi ne how astounded I was to recei ve so many suggesti ons�
from Margot,  as she di dn’t menti on any of them or that she had�
wri tten you when wa got together on Jan.  28.  She spoke then onl y�
of el i mi nati ng col ors and some descri pti ve phrases and onl y i n a�
vary general  way.  I then came home,  saw that I coul d cut a great �

deal ,  and typed up the encl osed revi si on,  cutti ng 2 pages.

Si nce wo get al ong vary wel l ,  she cal l ed me when she real i zed I�
had recei ved your l etter and seemed rather embarrassed about her�

many suggesti ons.  Her mai n concern was to shorten the text some�
how,  and she hadn’t even kept a copy of the changes she’d sent�

to you•

I expl ai ned that I fel t the nature of a fol k tal e i s not to de�
pi ct ani mal s ass they are i n nature,  but to depi ct them wi th human�
characteri sti csaand foi bl es.  Once we accept the premi se that�
mi ce dance,  cats tal k and take advi ce from a badger and a monkey�
who owns a pai r of scal es,  i t becomes i nconsi stent to treat the�
cats as wi l d creatures as they mi ght be depi cted i n a nature 3tory.

So I ’m l eavi ng i n the breakfast and di nner and thei r general �
’’human” qual i ti es.  We al so di scussed the monkey and hi s house, �
and whi l e X di d del ate the descri pti ve phrase about hi m,  I di d�
ask her to consi der usi ng my descri pti on.  A red vest i s symbol i c�
of ape and wi sdom in J apan,  and one i s often presented to a man

Margot readi l y agreed to al l  the above,  and I know we understand�

and respect one another’s j udgment.

I ’ve now gone over my revi si on agai n and di d i ncorporate some of �
her suggesti ons,  but not al l  of them.  I ’ve al so had to add a�
word or two here and there to mai ntai n the i nteri or rhythm and�

bal ance of a sentence.  Most i mportant,  the text has been pared�
down by over 2 pages and Margot was del i ghted to hear thi s.

I f you l i ke the new revi si on,  I woul d now l i ke to l et i t stand�
as i s.  Margot has asked me to come see her prel i mi nary sketches�
when they’re ready and pl ease rest assured we’ l l  work together�
i n a total l y f ri endl y and open way.  I ’m l ooki ng fonward to a�

beauti ful  book!

Af fect i onatel y,

ncl :
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26 February 1986

Ms . Yoshiko Uchida 
1685 Solano Ave.
Berkeley, CA 94707

Dear Yoshi,

I ’ve just had your note enclosing the letter from Patric ia Abe* 
and the review of THE HAPPIEST ENDING from the Honolulu paper.
I had not seen the latter and am delighted.

We had a copy of the ���  letter here, as I think I have written 
you, and I ’m so pleased that you are one of the three childr en's 
book writers being honored. More power to you.

Love,

Publisher

MKM/lak
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March 7, 1986

Ms.  Margaret K. McEl derry

Atheneum
115 Fi f th Ave.
New York,  N.Y.  10003

□ear Margaret:

I must thank you for many thi ngs! Fi rst of al l  for your thoughtful �

ness in sendi ng me the NY Ti mes revi ew so qui ckl y.  I was absol utel y�
del i ghted wi th the ni ce wri teBup menti oni ng several  of my bocks.

I was,  of course,  di sappoi nted about the poetry col l ecti on,  but do�

understand the di f f i cul ti es of publ i shi ng poetry,  and appreci ated�
your taki ng the ti me to wri te me so ful l y about your thoughts.  I ' ve�
set i t asi de for now,  may substi tute some newBpoems Creepi ng in mi nd�
your comments), and may ask for your suggesti ons l ater about where�
I mi ght try i t next.  Or i f I have enough new poems may ask you to�
take another l ook l ater on.

I al so appreci ated your ki nd words about the Gal e arti cl e.  I ' m gl ad�
you l i ked i t,  though I noti ced that they too omi tted the "McEl derry�

Books",  much to my ch\ j agrin.

Now your l etter about THE TWQ FOOLI SH CATS has arri ved and I agree�
wi th al l  but one or two of your suggesti ons,  as you wi l l  see on the�
copy of your queri es whi ch I encl ose.

Sunday, March 9th

Unexpectedl y,  I was abl e to go see Margot today and everythi ng I wrote�
earl i er on thi s l etter became outdated.  Forgi ve me for not retypi ng�
i t, but thi s patched up versi on wi l l  hel p me conserve some energy.

R��>
I was absol utel y del i ghted to see Margot' s/  uwa»»k, and surpri sed that�

she was al ready worki ng wi th col or.  I t l ooked beauti ful  and I ' m re�

l i eved that she is now focussed on her pai nti ng and not requesti ng�
any more changes,  as she di d j ust l ast week! I thi nk the book i s�
goi ng to l ook gorgeous and am sure Margot wi l l  meet the J une 30th�
deadl i ne for f i ni shed art.  wi thout anv Drobl ems. T W tBoXo �����$.,/.(�0�1�����

recent i ssue of CLASSMATE magazi ne.  I ' m i nundated and overwhel med�
wi th l etters from chi l dren,  but i t' s ni ce to know my books are�

bei ng read so wi del y.

□o have a pl easant and safe j ourney to Europe.

Affecti onatel y,

�$ �2 1� & � 3 � � ��� � � � 4 � � 5 �( �� ��� * � � � � 6 +/
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Apri l  9, 19SS

Ns.  Margaret K. Mctl derry
Atheneum
New York,  N. Y.

Lioar Margaret:

Wal coma hums! I hope your tri p to Europe was a good ana.
I al so hope my l etter of March 7 raachad you before you l eft�
and that Margot got her art to you i n ti me.

Thi s i s j ust a qui ck note to l et you know�
BASRA Award for THE HAPPI EST ENDI NG and was

..�/� 0 � ���� .(12- � -(�Vsasant OCCBSion
wi n Snere S

t 9den Li ps�
i n town.  I�
Ti mes revi ew

i i ece, whom she knows.  Apparentl y�
' gon.and Eden was abl e to gi ve me

B:

ds cer emony B a most pi � � �

s). Thi s 13 a goo□ a war d
rcussi ona.

i S£» a speci al del i nht to�Ü*1 u ����

Revi ew who happened to b
how pi eased I was wi th th
¡od tal k wi th her about my
l iece i s a v e ry tr aubi ed P
� new insi ght s about her •

st i 11 havi ng ups end down
ing to vi si t my si star i n

�- � L !� C!� 1� % - ��

��$ � - � ��- - �� - ��

5�#�� �% $ �� �!  $ � 2
* ve ��! .�%� ���!

�� �0 - �� '� 3� .��

4 ��� ��� �� - � - ���

H� �%! �� ��� - 1� ��&�

I *m sti l l  havi ng ups and downs,  but i f my heal th permi ts,  I ’m
_ gjj pi. May 17B J une 7,  and hope 1*11

have ©nought sneeggy to got i nto NYC one day to sea ŷou �̂

you * re free,  I * m�
27) or J une 3.

thi nki ng tentati vel y of May 23, 23 (al so maybe

I * m sure you must have anesnormous amount of catchi ng up to�
«ri nerhana Li sa or Nachsma coul d j ust l et ine know about

wi l l  work out
do,  so perhaps ��
your schedul e.  I�
l ovel y to see you

l S3
do

or Nachsma�
hope thln¡

Af f ecti onatel y,
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Apri l  17, l eas

Nachama Hal pern�
Atheneum Pub.
115 Fi f th Ave.
New York,  N. Y. 10003

□ear Nachama:

The gal l eys l ook Fi ne and I ' m returni ng them wi th onl y a�
Few comments and questi ons.

Wi l l  you al so send me proofs of the front matter when they�
come in, as we deci ded to put the J pnse ti tl e on the copy�
ri ght page and I ' d l i ke to check the spel l i ng?

I *m encl osi ng a dedi cati on page.  Margot sti l l  hasn' t �
deci ded about her dedi cati on,  so we' l l  add that l ater.
X cal l ed her the other day to see how she was doi ng and re�
mi nded her about the dummy deadl i ne.  X hope she' l l  get i t�
i n soon.  I ' m pl anni ng to go see her Fi ni shed art toward the�
and of the month,  so I thi nk she' s maki ng good progress.

I recei ved my Q copi es of THE HAPPI EST ENDI NG l ast weak, �
but they' ve al so sent me a bi l l ,  (see encl osed).  Woul d�
you gi ve them a cal l  and remi nd them that thi s i s to bs*�
charged to my royal ty account? Many thanks.

1 Mi ght see you l ate i n May _if I make i t to NYC and Margaret �
i s f ree to see me.

Al l  the best,

Enel  ;

*
�
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May 5, 1986

Ms.  Margaret K. McEl derry
Athenäum
New York,  N. Y.

□ear Margaret:

Thought you’d l i ke to see how Margot’s work l ooked on 4/ 27�
when I saw her.  (A magni fyi ng gl ass hel ps!) She’s changi ng�
the shape of the ri ce cakes whi ch were too bi g,  and she’s�
tryi ng to compl ete as much as possi bl e before 6/ 8 when a�
P3S stati on i s comi ng to do a tape on her work.

(�� (

I ’m rather di scouraged by my conti nui ng l ack of energy and�
stami na,  but sti l l  pl an my tri p east and/ fi ope I can get to�
NYC.  I ’ l l  contact you the week of 5/ 29/ to conf i rm i n any�
case.  Perhaps I could see Diane Si ebert bri ef l y to di scuss�
a new bi o.

How ni ce that HAPPI EST ENDI NG made Chi l dren’s Choi ces end�
i t was al so a happy surpri se to recei ve advance paperback�
copi es of BEST BAD THI NG from Neal .

I f you need to contact me,  I ’ l l  be at the fal l owi ng address�
from 5/ 17,

c/ o Mrs.  S. Kakutani �
32 Round Hi l l  Rd.

Hamden,  Conn.  0S518

(203)288B4792

Hope to see you soon!�

Af f ect i onatel y,

>% $ E

&+�  � �+� #

< � �� � � . #



Neal  Porter �

Al addi n Books�
115 Fi f th Ave.

New York,  N. Y. 10003

□ear Neal ;

X wasn’t aware that THE BEST BAD THI NG was bei ng i ssued�

i n paperback and was surpri sed and del i ghted to recei ve�
the two advance copi es.  1*11 l ook forward to recei vi ng�
addi ti onal  copi es soon.  Many thanks.

And my bel ated good wi shes to you i n your new rol e as�
publ i sher! I thi nk that ’s great!

Margot is al most f i ni shed wi th her art work and pretty�
soon you’ l l  be abl e to tel l  us what you thi nk!



May 15, 1338

Nachama Hal pernAthone�
Atheneum Pub.
New York,  N. Y.

Dear Nachama:

Thanks For al l  the i nFo re the gal l eys.  By now you' ve gotten�
Margot' s dedi cati on,  the J apanese spel l i ng i s OK,  and yes,  re�
the j acket bl urb.

I recentl y heard From my edi tor at I wanami  Publ i shers i n Tokyo, �
(publ i shers oF the J pnse Edn oF my adul t book,  DESERT EXI LE), �
and he asked For readi ng copi es oF my Ri nko books by ai rmai l �
For thei r Chi l ddren' s Book Ed.  to consi der For possi bl e J pnse�
edi ti ons.

Si nce I don' t know who handl es subsi di ary ri ghts at Ath/ Mec. �
and to save ti me,  I si mpl y ai rmai l ed one each oF my personal �
copi es oF J AR OF DREAMS (paper),  BEST BAD THI NG(paper) and

Si nce these ri ghts wi l l  have to be handl ed by Atheneum IF they�
are requested by I wanamai , I assume I can have these copi es

arrange to have them sent so they reach me after J une 3 when

Al so,  I ' d l i ke to have the name oF the subsi di ary ri ghts per�
son.  I ' m hopi ng I can get i n to see Margaret on 5/ 29 as�

pl anned,  so perhaps you coul d gi ve me the i nFormati on then,
IF not,  pl ease send i t to me.

THE HAPPI EST ENDI NG (hardcover) .

Hope to see you soota.�

Hast i l y,
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17 June 1986

Ms. Yoshiko Uchida 
1685 Solano Avenue 
Berkeley, CA 94707

Dear Ms. Uchida,

Thank you for your note of 4 June to Margaret. She w anted me to 
drop you a quick note to tell you that the editor at Iwano mi Publishers 
should get in touch with Tatsuko Nagasawa at the Jap an Uni Agency in 
Tokyo rather than Pat Buck1'ey ̂ as Ms. Buckley handles  onTy our domestic 
subsidiary rights. She also wanted me to pass along her r egrets 
that she is not writing you herself, but she is swamped and wi ll try 
to get a letter off to you soon.

It was a pleasure and an honor to meet you!

With best wishes —

S incerely,

Lisa Kinney 
Ass is tant t o 
Margaret K. McElderry
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19 June 1986

Ms. Yoshiko Uchida 
1685 Solano Ave .
Berkeley, CA 94707

Dear Ms. Uchida,

This is just a quick note to remind you to send in your auth or's 
questionnaire. We need it in early July.

Thank you!

S incerely,

Lisa Kinney 
Assistant to 
Margaret K. McElderry
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Yoshiko Uchida was born in Alameda, Califor�
nia, and grew up in Berkeley, where she is now 
living. She was graduated with honors from the 
University of California with a BA in English, Phi�
losophy and History and has a Masters in Educa�
tion from Smith Coliege, where she was awarded 
a graduate fellowship. .

"TsŜ 4ke the child in her recent bookW�$�������
V X����*� Ŷoshiko Uchida expedeiiced the aliena�

tion and reception felt by�miny J apanese Ameri�
cans in an ofrervJ ôstile society, and during World 
War/I\she aodilenacnily were among thousands 
of J apanese uprooted ffom their homes and in�
carcerated by the governm n̂tjjThey were sent

#- I��

�_�� P�

- �$ ���4 � �@� [N



�D�( X�+ ( " " WY

■fast to live in a horse stall at Tanforan Race 
Track and then to Topaz, a bleak concentration 
camp in a Utah desert. She has written of this 
experience in two books for young people,
& � �*������?�F�5 (an ALA Notable Book) and 
& � �*���2�-�1 as well as in a short story en�
titled, “The Bracelet.” Her first adult book on the 
subject, X������Z)���1 was published in 
1982/ by the University of Washington Press, and 
an excerpt from the book tjiahagpeated in the 
�����2������(���' ������� won its best general in�
terest article award for 1980.

Her interest in writing began early, and when 
she was ten years old, she was writing short.; 
stories in books she had made of brown 
wrapping paper. She is now the author of wer 
tyiaBty�published titles. Her first published book,
?���X�*(�*��7�����1 was a collection of the 
favorite J apanese folk tales she had heard as a 
child. Later a Ford Foundation Foreign Study 
and Research Fellowship to J apan enabled her 
to collect additional folk tales for ?�������( 
�����*�*��.�F (a Herald Tribune Honor Book), 
one of two books she has illustrated herself. ?�� 
>������[��� was her third collection of J apanese 

folk talos
While in J apan she wrote a series of feature 

articles about craftsmen forthe @�FF�*�?�-��1 
as well as &̂6oktS#about one of J apan’s major 
p o tte rs 5̂ rm e T o ikA rt^̂ n̂ !pn  her return 

to the Uhited States, sHeHserved as West Coast 
correspondent and wrote many articles for .���� 
2���5�*� magazine, and hor�Gontinued f̂itcroeK ĥg 
in�fi&M&MWLhftr� to study�some weaving, pot�

tery and jewelry�making herself.
In addition to articles, Ms. Uchida has written 

several adult short stories and
adult novek Her short stories for 

young people have appeared in a c iw �̂anthol� 
ogies, and she rofffMitly�wf t̂eor1, Aajnn.mrmntpri'

&5�8V;!� �;RY!� A+�+/�+���#
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church school curriculum f̂or fifth and sixth <� 1

graders*
Although many of her earlier books dealt with 

the young people of J apan, with & � �*����� 
?�F�5 and >�- �������[����2��� 
Commonwealth Club of California tewsaitesBeok 
W H fi Medal), she turned to writing about the 
J apanese experience in the United States.

Of her recent work she says, “I hope to giv% 
young Asians a sense of theiri â �̂aM�l©sfeim  ̂
fofGQJ heiHsetfteSTegm^ ^  A t  ̂ /
the same time, I want to dispel the stereotypic 
image still held by many non�Asians about the 
J a fw r^ ĉ r write about them as real people. I 
hope to cohvey as well the strength of spj.ytapU  ̂
the sense of hope and purpose I have b̂ghsga�. 
in many of the first generation J apaneS ûeyomf“ 
that,” she adds, “I write to celebrate oi/rcom� 
mon humanity, for I feel the basic elements of 
humanity are present in all our strivings.

Among the honors she has received is the 
University of Oregon’s Distinguished Service  ̂
Award in 1981 for “having made a significant 
contribution to the cultural development of so�
ciety...and...helped to bring about a greater 
understanding of the J apanese American 

culture.”
Although at one time she was a secretary in 

New York City and taught elementary school for 
a short time in Philadelphia, Yoshiko Uchida is 
now a full�time writer. She works near a window 
where she can see the flowers and \�*��� on 
her patio, as well as the sky, trees and a variety 
of birds. “The view,” she says, “is also nice for 

day�dreaming.”
When she isn’t working or speaking to child�

ren, she enjoys meeting friends for lunch, or go�
ing with them to the theater, museums and art 
exhibits*“Anything that isn’t writing, I consider 

play,” ¿ne says, concluding, “I seem to manage 

to play quite a lot!”
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Revised 2nd paragraph for Yoahi ko Uchi da bi o:

Li ke the chi l d i n her tri l ogy,  A J AR OF DREAMS (Common�

weal th Cl ub oP Cal i forni a medal },  THE BEST BAD THI NG (ALA�

Notabl e Book} and THE HAPPI EST ENDI NG (Bay Area Book Revi ewers�

Award}, Voshi ko Uchi da experi enced the al i enati on and rej ec�

ti on Pel t by many young J apanese Ameri cans who grew up i n�

Cal i forni a.  Duri ng Worl d War I I  she and her Fami l y were�

among 120, 000 West Coast J apanese Ameri cans who were uprooted�

f rom thai r homes and i mpri soned by the US government,  si mpl y�

because they l ooked l i ke the enemy.  (conti nue as is:

"They were sent. . . . "
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Yoshiko Uchida was born in Alameda, Califor�
nia, and grew up in Berkeley, where she is now 
living. She was graduated with honors from the 
University of California with a BA in English, Phi�
losophy and History and has a Masters in Educa�
tion from Smith College, where she was awarded 
a graduate fellowship. , ¡1 ^

Like the child in her rcconl cook, ��& ����� 
X���-�*Yoshiko Uchida experienced the aliena�
tion ancr ejection felt by many J apanese Ameri�
cans irran often hostile society sfldjeluring World 
War 11 'she and her family were among thousands 
of J apanese uprooted from their homes and in�
carcerated by the government. They were sent
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first to live in a horse stall at Tanforan Race 
Track and then to Topaz, a bleak concentration 
camp in a Utah desert. She has written of this 
experience in two books for young people,
& � �*������?�F�5 (an ALA Notable Book) and 
& � �*���2�-�1 as well as in a short story en�
titled, “The Bracelet.’’ Her first adult book on the 
subject, X������Z)���1 was published in April,
1982, by the University of Washington Press, and 
an excerpt from the book that, appeared in the 
�����2������(���' ������� won its best general in�
terest article award for 1980.

Her interest in writing began early, and whe n. ,  
she was ten years old, she was writing short 
stories in books she had made of brown V ^
wrapping paper. She is now the author of �5>� 
twenty�published titles. Her first published book,
?���X�*(�*��7�����1 was a collection of the 
favorite J apanese folk tales she had heard as a 
child. Later a Ford Foundation Foreign Study 
and Research Fellowship to J apan enabled her 
to collect additional folk tales for ?�������( 
�����*�*��.�F (a Herald Tribune Honor Book), 
one of two books she has illustrated herself. ?�� 
>������[��� was her third collection of J apanese 
folk tales.

While in J apan she wrote a series of feature 
articles about craftsmen for the @�FF�*�?�-��1 
as well as a booklet about one of J apan’s major 
potters for the Folk Art Movement. On her return 
to the United States, she served as West Coast 
correspondent and wrote many articles for .���� 
2���5�*� magazine  ̂and her continued interoot�Skfe0 
iffchafldcrafrMed hor to study some weaving, pot� 
tery and jewelry�making herself.

In addition to articles, Ms. Uchida has written 
several adult short stories and a otilHo be cfcre�
published�adult novel. Her short stories for 
young people have appeared in several anthol�
ogies, and she ropfrfrtly�mote

7

G
church school curriculurr f̂or fifth and sixth 
graders,\ � � 4 � (Ucfii/u���� �  .

Although many of her earlier books dealt with 
the young people of J apan, with & � �*����� 
?�F�5 and >�- �������[����2��� (winner of the 
Commonwealth Club of California J uvenile Book 
Awa«I /̂ledal), she turned to writing about the 
J apanese experience in the United States.

Of her recent work she says;, “I hope to give 
young Asians a sense of their�past and to rein7 
force their self�esteem and self�knowledge. At 
the same time, I want to dispel the stereotypic 
image stilMneld by many non�Asians about tlw  ̂
J apaneseafid write about them as�real people, I 
hope to convey as well the strength of spirit and 
the sense of hope and purpose I have observed 
in many of the first generation J apanese£l!Teyond 
that,’’ she adds, “I write to celebrate our com�
mon humanity, for I feel the basic elements of 
humanity are present in all our strivings.’’

Among thieffiohors she has received is the 
University of bregon’s Distinguished Service 
Award in 1981 for “having made a significant 
contribution to the cultural development of so�
ciety... and... helped to bring about a greater 
understanding of the J apanese American 
culture.”

Although at one time she was a secretary in 
New York City and taught elementary school for 
a short time in Philadelphia, Yoshiko Uchida is 
now a full�time writer. She works near a window 
where she can see the flowers and \�*��� on 
her patio, as well as the sky, trees and a variety 
of birdsJ The view,” she says, “is also nice for 
day�d âming.”

en she isn’t working or speaking to child� 
she enjoys/neeting friends for lunch, or go� 

with therrffo the theater, museums and art 
exhibits. “Anything that isn’t writing, I consider 

play,” she says, concluding, “I seem to manage 
to play quite a lot!” , 
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866 T hird  Avenue, New York, N. Y. 10022

23 June 86

Ms. Yoshiko Uchida 
1685 Solano Avenue 
No. 102
Berkeley, CA 94707

Dear Ms. Uchida:

Thanks for your letter. I have passed a copy on to Ma rgaret McElderry, 
as I handle only domestic rights.

All best wishes.

Rights Director 
Children’s Book Group

PB/am



J une 15, 1965

Pat Buckl ey�

Macmi l l an Pub.  Co.
865 Thi rd Ave.
New York,  N. Y. 10022

Dear Pat Buckl ey!

I bel i eve aua met bri ef l y l ast May at the St.  Franci s�
l uncheon i n San Franci sco.

Thi s i s j ust a qui ck note to l et you know that I send�

copi es of my tri l ogy,  A J AB OF DREAMS,  THE BEST BAD THI NG, �
and THE HAPPI EST ENDI NG (Atheneum/ McEl derry Bkc) to�

I wanami  Shoten,  Publ i shers,  Tokyo,  J apan,  at the request �
of my edi tor,  Ryozo Kata,  wi th whom I worked on the J apa�
nese edi ti on of my adul t book,  DESERT EXI LE.

I tol d them to contact you i n the happy event that they�
mi ght want to do J apanese edi ti ons of the above books. �
Thei r chi l dren’s books edi tor i s Ms.  Tachi bana,  and I�
do hope you’ l l  be heari ng from her.  Pl ease l et me know�
i f you do!

Al l  the best,
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□ear Nachams:

I t was l ovel y to see you when I was i n NYC! Thi s i s j ust�

a quui ck note to thank you For getti ng my 3 books to me. �
Thay came i n psrFact condi ti on.

Al so,  coul d you send me a Few copi es oF the FOOLI SH CATS�
j acket as soon as i tTs ready? IF I can get e copy to�

the J ACP by the and oF August or Sept.  1 at the l atest, �
they wi l l  i ncl ude i t i n thei r Fel l  catal ogue.

IF the ti mi ng i s cl ose,  pl ease send one di rectl y to�
Fl orence Hongo, J ACP,  414 E. Thi rd Ave.  Sen Mateo,  CA.�
94401.  Many thanks.

I menti oned thi s to Chri sti ne,  but real i ze she sai d she�
was l eavi ng,  so whenever i t' s conveni ent,  woul d you send�

me one of the l arge uncut sheets of the book,  (I  don’t�
know the proper term For i t, but i t has both the Fi nal �

art and text).  I i magi ne i t won’t oe avai l abl e For�
soma ti me,  but I ’d l i ke eeet to show at school  tal ks.

I hope you’re havi ng a good summer.  I ’ve been seei ng�
a l ot or NY harbor thi s weekend wi th al l  the exci tement �
over the Statue oF Li berty!

Al l  the beat,

\
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J u l y  9, 1986

Ms. Y o s h i k o  U c h i d a  
1685 S o l a n a  Avenue ,  #102 
Berke ley ,  C A  94707

Dea r  Yosh i :

T h a n k  y o u  for  send ing  the upda t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  for  yo u r  b io  to 
me  so qu ick ly .  I t  was  so n i ce  to f i n a l l y  m e e t  y o u  w h e n  y o u  w e r e  
in N e w  Y o r k  and  I hope  y o u  e n j o y e d  y ou r  s tay  on  the  e a s t  coast .

T o d a y  is m y  las t  d ay  at  A t h e n e u m  and s ince  we  a r e n ' t  q u i t e  r e a d y  
to r e p r i n t  you r  bio, I w i l l  no t  be  the one  h a n d l i n g  i t  in  the  
future.  M i c h a e l  E i senberg ,  M a r k e t i n g  Manager ,  w h o  I  b e l i e v e  you  
m e t  w i l l  be tak i ng  ove r  m u c h  of  m y  w o r k  u n t i l  a r e p l a c e m e n t  can  
be  found. I ' ve  g i v e n  h i m  the c o r r e c t e d  v e r s i o n  and as soon  as 
we  are  r e a d y  to go b a c k  to p r ess  he w i l l  be sure  to  m a k e  the 
n e c e s s a r y  rev is ions .

T h a n k  y ou  so m u c h  for  m a k i n g  m y  job a t  A t h e n e u m  so ’  p l e a s u r a b l e  
and easy. Y o u r  books  have  a l w a s y  bee n  so w o n d e r f u l  to p r o m o t e  
and I a p p r e c i a t e  a l l  o f  you r  s u p p o r t  and  ass i s tance .

B e s t  w i s h e s  a lways,

P u b l i c i t y  M a n a g e r  
C h i l d r e n ' s  Books

cc : M. E i s e n b e r g
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July 29 ,,1986

Ms. Yoshiko Uchida 
1685 Solano Avenue 
Berkeley, CA 94707

Dear Yoshi,

I am sorry I've been dragging my heels on the matter of THE 
LONELY RABBIT STORY (I hope I have the title correct;  I'm not 
stopping to double-check).

I've now tried to substantiate my feeling that the story has 
been done rather frequently as a separate picture book. In 
fact, it is not the rabbit story which does, of course, appea r 
in many collections under varying titles like THE WHITE  HARE 
AND THE CROCODILES and THE WHITE HARE OF INABA. What I ap�
parently was thinking of is a very, very similar story, THE 
MONKEY AND THE CROCODILE. There are many separate pictur e books 
of this story and though the two tales differ in detai l, they 
are basically the same story.

Because of this, I think it would be unwise for us t o go ahead.
If you do want to do another Japanese folk tale as a pi cture 
book, I think it would make great good sense to choose som ething 
that has not been done in one form or another like this so often.

Of course, I would rather you could be writing an original  story 
of your own because the folk tale — picture book market i s not 
the greatest but I do understand that your present medica l prob�
lems cut down greatly on your energy, on which creativ e writing 
makes great demands.

I hope you won't be too disappointed about this and , if that's 
the best course for you to follow presently, that you wi ll seek 
out a less well-known but equally amusing story.

I am off next Thursday, August 8th, for my vacation -- and , at 
this point, can hardly wait. I hope the summer is going w ell 
for you on balance. With most affectionate greeting s —

Ever ,

Margaret KC McElderry 

PublisherMKMcE/j el
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□ear Nechame:

Thanks so much For passi ng on my messages to Margaret: �
and Cl ara’s offi ce.  I appreci ate your prompt hel p and�
l ook forward to heari ng from them both.

I ’m encl osi ng a revi sed f l ap copy whi ch I hope you* 11*8�
l i ke.  I fel t the former needed some ti ghteni ng up and�
al so thought the bi rds end mi ce shoul d be menti oned�
agai n at the end.  I bel i eve my wo#d count i s 4 l ess.

Margaret wi l l  be i nterested to hear that al l  three Ri nko�
books are now l i sted toy name i n the Cal i f.  State Readi ng�
Li st.  CI t formerl y read:  A J AR Or DREAMS and other ti tl es�
i n the seri es. } I ncl udi ng J OURNEY HOME,  we now have four�
of my ti tl es on the l i st! I ’m so pl eased!

I hope al l  goes wel l  wi th you.  I t was so ni ce to have a�
chat wi th you l ast week.

Al l  the best,

end:



The Two Fool i sh Cats

Suggested by a J apanese Fol ktal e

Yoshi ko Uchi da

i l l ustrated by Margot Zemach

Long ago,  at the edge of � dark pi ne Forest i n J apan,  there l i ved

two cats.  Oai zo was bi g and Fi erce,  but Suki  was smal l  and ski nny. �

The two cats got on qui te wel l ,  hunti ng together each day i n the�

meadows and streams.  However,  the Fi el d mi ce and bi rds oF the�

Forest l i ved i n Fear oF them,  For the cats coul d swal l ow them up�

i n a si ngl e gul p.

One Fi ne morni ng,  Oai zo and Suki  set out to catcjn thei r breakB �

Fast.  Unabl e to Fi nd any Fi el d mi ce,  they try to catch some Fi sh�

i n the stream,  but Fai l  i n that as wel l .  As they set off For home, �

they di scover two ri ce cakes i n the tal l  reeds — one bi g and pl ump, �

the other very smal l .  The cats have a terri bl e Fi ght,  For each Btho

stops them and sends them to see the wi se ol d monkey oF the moun�

tai n to settl e thei r quarrel . The monkey does i ndeed end the di s�

puts,  but i n a way that total l y surpri ses the cats and del i ghts�

the mi ce and bi rds.

Yoshi ko Uchi da,  whose ....

deserved the bi gger ri ce c«ke.  The ol d badger Fi nal l y



The Two Foolish Cats
� !"#�� �

jn'T-nin fry Yosnilco Uchiaa 

illustrated by Margot Zemach

Long ago, at the edge of a dark pine forest in Japan,  there lived

two cats. Daizo was big and fierce. Suki was small and skinn y.

When the field mice saw Big Daizo, they hid, for he could swall ow

9
them in one gulp. The birds were afraid of Little Suk£, for if he 

caught them, he would gobble them down in a minute. The t wo cats got 

on quite well and hunted together each day in the mead ows and streams. 

One fine spring morning, Daizo and Suki set out to catch their

breakfast. /When the) field mice ^tayed hiddeny, th e two cats (decided to

G:� �7(� d��d0R=XM�� �:
go f ishing / Unlucky in that venture, too ,\ they (set off f or home — )

V� ���� 8�C� �� F� �� F 

b u t spi&d two rice cakes in the tall reeds, one big and plump q,nd the

i ■
other very small. Who should get the big rice cake? Hungr y, wet 

and cross, they ("began to quarrel*^ At last the old badger told t hem 

to find the wise old monkey a t �on the mountain^ He would settle 

their quarrel. And the wise old monkey did —  though not in t he way 

the cats had expected!

Yoshiko Uchida, whose books for young readers have wo n her many 

fans, has written a splendid new version of this amusing Ja panese

|feg£33*tale. Margot Zemach, a Caldecott medalist, captures all the 

sly humor of the two cats and their world ̂ and  the wise old monkey’s 

trickery in her full-color pictures, a perfect count erpoint to a 

story that will delight its young readers.
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Mi chael  Ei senbary

Atheneum
115 Fi f th Ave.
New Yook,  N.Y.  10003

□ear Mi chael :

X was del i ghted to meet you when I was i n NYC and so gl ad you tol d�
me about the Cal i f.  State Readi ng Li st.  I ' ve si nce been i n touch�
wi th Leonard Hul l  (Lang.  Arts Oi v. } who coordi oatas the l i st and�
asked hi m to l i st al l  3 Ri nko books by ti tl e rather than as "J ar�
of Dreams and other books i n the seri es".  He was happy to make�
the correcti on,  so now,  wi th J OURNEY HOME,  we have 4� of my Atheneum�

ti tl es on the l i st.  I sn' t that great?

Wi th Di ane' s departure, I ' m wonderi ng about the fol l owi ng:

B I hope my new bi o (wi th new phpto) wi l l  be avi l abl e soon and�

def i ni tel y in ti me for the Li ttl e Rock Symposi um 10/ 10=11.
I bel i eve Di ane passed on to you the new copy for the bi o.

B As soon as repri nts are made of the new photo,  I ' d appreci ate�
recei vi ng about a dozen copi es to have on hand when I need them�
i n a hurry.

B Woul d you l i ke to have the revi ew copi es l i st for THE TWO�
FOOLI SH CATS now,  or shal l  I hol d i t unti l  af ter your move�
whi ch I understand i s schedul ed now for 3/ 30� and/ or unti l �
you have a repl acement for Oi ane?

B When I was the featured author i n the 3/ B6 i ssue of CLASSMATE�
mag.  they al so ran a short versi on of "The Two Fool i sh Cats".

I ' ve si nce recei ved 100s of l etters from chi l dren tel l i ng me�
how much they l i ked i t.  Maasha Smi th of Cl assmate tol d me�
she' d try to tel l  her readers about my pi cture book,  but an�
ad woul d be ni ce.  Coul d we do thi s?

I guess that' s i t for now.  Hope you' re havi ng a good summer. �
Greeti ngs to Neal ,  Maureen,  etc.
Al l  the best,
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���� 	������	��� ������	���� ���� ������ ��� ������ �������� ���������� ��	�������� ����
����� ������	���� ����� ����� ����� ��	���� ���� � !������ 	���� ������"������#� ������
����� �������� ��� ������	���

$���� 	�� 	���� ������� ���� ����� ��%� ������	���� ���� ���� 

$���� 	�� 	���� ������� ���� ���	�� ���� ������	���� ���� ���� "

A l ong t i me ago,  at  t he edge of  a dark pi ne f or est  i n 

J apan,  t her e l i ved t wo cats,  Bi g Dai zo and Li t t l e Suki .  

The t wo were good f r i ends and every day t hey hunt ed 

t oget her  i n t he meadows and st reams l ooki ng f or  f ood.  

One spr i ng morni ng,  t hei r  l uck t urned bad.  The mi ce 

hi de,  t he f i sh sl i p away,  and t he t wo cat s are l ef t  

hungry and cross.  When t hey f i nd t wo r i ce cakes,  one 

bi g and one l i t t l e,  t hei r  f r i endshi p t urns i nto a f i ght  

f or  t he bi g cake.  Onl y t he wi se ol f  monkey can r esol ve 

t hei r  di l emma— i n a del i ght f ul  and unexpect ed f ashi on.  

Char mi ngl y retol d and beaut i f ul l y i l l ust rat ed i n f ul l  

col or ,  t hi s i s a wel come new versi on of  a J apanese 

cl assi c.

YOSHI KO UCHI DA i s t he awar d@ wi nni ng aut hor  of  mor e t han 

t went y chi l dr en' s books,  i ncl udi ng t he popul ar  Ri nko 

novel s.

MARGOT ZEMACH won t he Cal decot t  Medal  f or  Duf f y and t he 

Devi l  i n 1974.  Both Ms.  Uchi da and Ms.  Zemach l i ve i n 

Berkel ey,  Cal i f orni a.

■*]
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Saptamber 13, 1383

Mi chael  Ei senberg�
Athensum Marketi ng�

New York,  N. Y.

□ear Mi chael :

Many thanks for your good l etter of the 3th.  Encl osed are�
my l i sts For FOOLI SH CATS.  Di ane and I had di scussed a�
press rel ease (i nstead of a revi ew copy) for some of the�

J pnae Ameri csn papers and I ’ l l  be i n touch wi th you or�
Sera about thi s next year.  I ’m hopi ng we can combi ne�
PR for CATS wi th my novel  for adul ts due i n Apri l .  I ’ve�
al ready arranged for a combi ned book si gni ng at Sl ack Oak�

Books someti me i n May.

Gl ad to know my new bi o wi l l  be ready soon and l ook forward�

to seei ng i t.

Di d you and Neal  see the great revi ew of BEST BAO THI NG�
(paperback) i n the 8/ 21 Washi ngton Post Book Worl d? I�

was del i ghted!

I won’t be in NYC agai n thi s year,  so see you next J une!

Al l  the bast,

�

Enel  :
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September 30, 1986

Yoshiko Uchida

1685 Solano Avenue, Apt. 102
Berkeley, CA 94701

Dear Ms. Uchida:

I'm pleased to send you a batch of the newly-finish ed updated bios for your 
personal use. If you need more, just call.

Maureen and Joyce are, of course, on top of who nee ds bios for your visits, 
and where; they'll be sending than directly from he re.

Okay? 'My phone number is, byx$he way, the same as what Diane's was—  
614-1366.

With all good wishes,

Sara R. Hoople 

Marketing Associate

SKH/ms

Enclosures
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17 October 1986

M s . Yoshiko Uchida 
1685 Solano Avenue 
Berkeley, CA 94707

Dear Yoshi,

Just the quickest of notes to tell you that I've just heard from 
the Junior Literary Guild and they want to use THE TWO FOOLI SH 
CATS for their picture book group. I am delighted and I'm s ure you 
will be, too. They will take 6,500 copies, running them o n with 
our edition. (Sf* vurur ��� W .  . �!*

As usual, they will be getting in touch with you directly  about 
biographical notes, etc.

I am writing to let Margot know as well. 

In haste, but affectionately--

McElderry

MKM/lak
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Maureen Hayees�
Atheneum Pub.
New York,  N. Y.

□ear Maureen:

Encl osed are my expenses For the Li ttl e Rock Symposi um.

I t was somewhat exhausti ng,  but I met some wonderful �
authors and was so gl ad to be abl e to parti ci pate, �
thanks to Atheneum and Ethel ’s TLC.  I ’ l l  l ook Forward�
to recei vi ng rei mbursement soon.

We di dn' t seem to do too wel l  on the Ri nko books,  al �
though I menti oned them i n my tal k and al so i n the radi o�
i ntervi ew.  Everyone j ust seemed to hone i n on DESERT�
EXI LE [my adul t book re my WWI I  experi ences) and the�
l atest rei ssue of THE DANCI NG KETTLE ( Fol k tal es).
I t was j ust one of those thi ngs over whi ch I had no�

control ,  but we may get good resul ts fester, as everyone�
seemed to l i ke my tal k.

I ' m sorry about the IRS,  but May wi l l  be a terri bl y busy�
month For me wi th my adul t novel  comi ng out,  and al so I�
real i zed From thi s tri p that these appearances can be most�
drai ni ng.  Thanks For bei ng so understandi ng.

At any rate,  I hope I ’ l l  see you at the ALA,  and i n the�
meanti me,  do take care of yoursel f .

Af fecti onatel y,

P. S.  My new bi os arri ved the other day and I ' m pl eased�
to have them.  Wi l l  try to wri te Sara soon.
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November S, 1986

Ms.  Margaret K. McEl derry�
Atheneum Publ i shers�
115 Fi f th Ave.
New York,  N. Y. 10003

□ear Margaret:

I was del i ghted to l earn that THE TWO FOOLI SH CATS wi l l  be�
a J r.  Li terary Gui l d sel ecti on,  maki ng every book we’ve done�

together at Atheneum a J LG book! That ’s a ni ce record!

I had a l ovel y ti me parti ci pati ng at the Li ttl e Bock Sympos�
i um,  al though X had to spend a good deal  of ti me resti ng, �
and met some del i ghtful  authors i ncl udi ng J ean Fri tz,  Betsy�
Byers and El i zabeth Wi nthrop.  I t was exhi l arati ng,  but qui te�

exhaust i ng!

I was so sorry to l earn of Nachama’a departure and do hope�

you’ve found someone ni ce to repl ace her.

I ’m most anxi ous to see how Margot' s art turned out and�
woul d appreci ate seei ng proofs and/ or the j acket whenever �

they’re avai l abl e.

In the meanti me,  I hope al l  i s wel l  wi th you.

Af fect i onatel y,
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November 13, 1986

)VtYoshiko Uchida
1685 Solano Avenue, No. 102 
Berkeley, California 94707

Dear Yoshi:

Thank you so much for your November 2nd letter. I tho ught 
of you at the Little Rock Symposium and am glad that it 
was interesting and went well despite it being such a t ax 
off your physical resources. Thank you for going.

Not only has Nachama left, but-about two weeks ago, Lisa also l eft. 
She did not like living in New York and wanted to go to 
Washington where she found a job and a lovely apartment!
I am without anyone at this point except a very good temp orary 
helper, but you can imagine how difficult things are, so 
forgive me if this is brief.

Thanks for sending along the article that had appeared in 
the New York newspaper Nichibei. That ’s nice to see , and 
I ’ve passed it on to Michael Eisenberg in Marketing .

We expect proofs of TWO FOOLISH CATS very shortly and wi ll 
be sending a set to you and one to Margot as soon as they 
come in.

Do take care of yourself, and let me know how things go. 

Affectionately,

�

Margaret K. McElderry 
Publisher

MKM/bg
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November 18, 1986

Ms. Yoshiko Uchida 
1685 Solano Avenue 
Berkeley, CA 94707

Dear Yoshi:

Just a quick note to send along with a color proof of THE TWO
FOOLISH CATS stapled together^ copies of which we will g ive
to each of our sales reps at conference the first week in Dece mber.

You may remember that Margot used aquamarine backgroun ds in many 
places throughout the book. When the first color proof  came in 
they had been imable to get that aquamarine, and instead t he 
backgrounds h a w  gone very purple. They had, however,  managed 
to achieve the aquamarine on the jacket (the printe r is Toppan 
at their Hong Kong plant), and when we queried them as to how 
they managed it there but had failed inside, they confessed 
they had used a fifth color on the jacket. It does look lovely.
Now they are adding, at their own expense, a fifth color to 
the inside as well. I have only one flat sheet to show those 
results, and I am sending it to Margot telling her tha t I will 
tell you she has it.

You will note that the texts on pages 28 & 31 have been t ransposed* 
incorrec t ly.. This will, of course, be corrected i n the final 
printing.

I do hope you will be pleased and that Margot will be too . 

Affectionately,

] . McElderry

MKM/b g
�

Enclosure
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December 1, 1986

Yoshiko Uchida
c/o Atheneum Publications
Children’s Books
115 Fifth Avenue
New York, New York 10003

To whom it may concern:

I am interested in receiving a list of books 

by Yoshiko Uchida. Would you please send 

it to me at the above address.

Thank you.

Sincerely

Marion T, Buldak 
Librarian

MTB/
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December 2, 1986

Ms. Yoshiko Uchida 
1685 Solano Avenue 
Berkeley, CA 94707

Dear YoshiHi :

Just a quick note to tell you how 
very pleased I am about the FOCAL 
AWARD. I was not here to talk to 
Peggy Miller myself when she gave 
us the news, but I am writing her 
a note to say how pleased I am too

There’s no end to the awards you 
keep on garnering - and well 
deserved they are.

Affectio n a t e1y ,

Pubi is tier

MKM/bg
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December 18, 1986

Ms. Yoshiko Uchida
1685 Solano Avenue, No. 102
Berkeley, CA 94707

Dear Yoshi,

What a very nice letter was yours of December 10th.
Thank you.

W e ’ve been in Puerto Rico last week for sales conference  
and now Christmas is practically upon us so this is 
going to be very quick.

Our proposed pub date for THE TWO FOOLISH CATS is p̂ri*!*  ̂
Macmillan does not set a specific date But only a month 
of publication. However, we are supposed to have the 
books in the warehouse during the previous month so I 
would think that a book signing for this and for your 
adult novel in May should be safe, barring accident s.
(I always keep my fingers crossed, especially on pic ture 
books!) I'm delighted that Black Oak Books is to give 
this party and that they are so much better than Grays.

I do wish that you could feel stronger and have more energy  
for your writing but̂  on the other hand, five "good" hour s 
a day is not bad. I ’m glad that you are working a little 
on the Joji book, and even though i t ’s only eight pass es 
at Chapter 1, i t ’s obviously working inside you and that’s 
all to the good.

I t ’s a pity you couldn’t review books for the New Y ork Times, 
especially for Eden Lipson, but it is nice to have be en 
asked and perhaps another time you ’ll be able to.

Just today (I’m dictating this on December 16th) my new 
assistant, Joan Fi lan, has begun, taking L isa ’s place.
Thank goodness the long search is over and I hope she'll  
be happy here.

I do hope that you will have a very happy and peaceful 
Christmastime, wherever you may spend it.

Affectionately,

�(

Publisher
K. McElderry

�

MKM/j f
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February 23, 1987

Ms . Yoshiko Uchida 
1685 Solano Ave.
Berkeley CA 94707

Dear Yoshi,

Since ALA will be in San Francisco this June, I am of 
course counting on seeing you there. I hope you and I 
can have some time together without other people around,  
but meanwhile I'm now writing to invite you to be our gu est 
at the Newbery-Caldecott Dinner, which will be on Sunday , 
June 28th. I do realize that you may not want to accept 
an evening engagement because of the problems of ge tting 
home, but if you feel you can, it wodld give me great 
pleasure. Margaret Mahy, our New Zealand author, will 
be our guest also.

I look forward to hearing from you about this as soo n as 
j.s convenient for you.

With affectionate .greetings —

P&�� ��

Mar gar el̂ /K.. McElderry 
Publisher

�O�� < �0
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March ��/��"�

Ms. Margaret K. McEl derry

115 Fi f th Ave; •
New York,  N. Y. 10003

usar Margaret ;

How l ovel y it; wi l l  be�
thank you so much for�
□i nner an J une 38th.

to see you agai n i n J une! And�
your I nvi tati on to the Nawbery�
l *d oe del i n̂teo to attend*

I *m schedul ed to speak at a Panel  that af ternoon from�
3: 00 B 4;QQ,  but Maureen has assured ms that I can res�
between the two events i n her room or one of the other�
Athoneum rooms,  so I ’m hopi ng I ’ l l  have enough energy�
to l ast through the eveni ng.

P o x n t�
but�
my Dr |�
by J une�
��

I hope thi s f i nds you wel l .

Af f ect i onatel y,

I ’m rather di scouraged about my heal th at thi s�
as a bad col d has aggravated not onl y my CESV,�
tjonor weak spots as wel l .  However,  I ’m seei ng�
thi s week, and certai nl y hope I ’ l l  be stronger�
I ’m al so counti ng on doi ng the booksi gni ng May


