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And Views On Relocation OFf Japanese Americans In
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Illinois, Indiana, Wisconsin,

Minnesota And North Dakota

i 6 ss. mTiieSpring and
snireei seasons have shewn some increase
in the number of resettilers leaving re-

location centers for the north central
states, but progress 1is, in general,
less, than had been hoped for, and in

many sections .of .the area, we have been
-particularly disappointed in the number
..of farmers and farm workers among the
new arrivals*. A few sizable groups of
~seasonal workers have arrived for farm
,W rk in the area, and it is hoped that
many of these temporary workers will
accept permanent jobs and stay on with
us.

Office And Staff Changes - Recently the
relocation offices formerly located in
Peoria and Rockford, Illinois#thave been
merged into one district office which
is nov® called the Greater I1llinois Dis*.
trict, and which will be located at
226 West Jackson Boulevard, Chicago,111.
Milton _0O= Oeutlier will continue _.in

oharge of resettlement in all of Illi-
nois”except Chicago and 1its adjoining
counties which iaake up the Chicago Dis-
trict Office, A strong resettlement
committee in Peoria-will continue the
work of resettling newcomers there, and
in Rockford the YD7CA has agreed to act
as a Xiaison between new arrivals nd"
tiie.community, and will cooperate with
the G-reater Illinois District,

G, Raymond Booth has been, named as man-
ager of the Chicago District Office* He.
has been in charge of the Oincinnati
office forthe past year and g half, and
was the Pacific Coast hea<J of tiie Fpiends
Service Committee duri?ig and aftfer the
evacuation from th.e West Coast.

Earl S. DeSmidt has been added to the
area staff as a farm placement specia-
list. He is currently- devoting all of

his tim0 to seasonal farm placeraentst co-
operating with the War. Food Administra-
-tion.

,EIm r B* Isak en* who has been ,acting
relocation officer in charge for Minne-
sota and North Dakotathas novj been named
officer 1in charge”~for that area. Evelyn
Carroll, formerly of the United; .States
Employment Service "in Si. "aul®, and”
S.. Alien Aldrich, who has had a long ex-
perience with governmental and coopera-
tive farm agencies iIn Minnesota, have
.been recently appointed to assist Mr.
Isajcsen. -

A Plan For Urban Housing - The Chicago
District Office has for many months ex”
perimented wiiii a plan for securing hous-
ing through _.regular answering of news-
paper classified advertisements in se-
lected categories. A: form letter-is-sent
to landlords who have advertised those
types of housing in which we are intef-»
ested and careful records are kept of the
results of each contact. More than 7%
favorable replies have been received and
through this source permanent lists have

been developed of Ilandlords eoffering
fumished apartments «and housekeeping
rooms to Japanese Americans"without dis-
crimination. n

As there is considerable turnover in
these classes of 1ousing, the .-.Chicago
office can telephone landlords on this

list with a fair prospect, that there may
be vacancies. Ordinarily, .the office
makes sure there is a vacancy before re-

ferring a parson new-to the city, but
frequently simply gives lists of ad-
dresses in any particular neighborhood

to resettl”ers who. have been here long

enough to .know the city.

The same letter is. never sent twice to
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the same advertiser, but a second or
follow-up letter®™ 1is sometimes .used.
While this plan for securing housing

would need to be adapted to various com-
munities, the details of:tlie system used
in Chicago may be of interest to various
sub-committees on housing or to reloca-
tion offices* A full explanation of the
plan can be secured by writing to John
K, Brenton in the Chicago District of-
fice, 226 W. Jackson Blvd,, Chicago, I°ll,

*

Social Welfare Plans - Concern has been
expressed in some® ocal communities that
resettlers might increase the social and
relief problems in the communities in
which they resettle. The danger of this
is negligible for two reasons: (1)Be-
cause Japanese iUnericans, in general,
have always been self-supporting and
self-suffioient to a high degree. They
were almost unknown to welfare and- relief
agencies on the Pacific Coast even dur"
ing the depression of the 1930fs; (2)lhe
Federal Government through the Social
Security Board has established a fund
fo"t. the assistance of Hpersoas aff.ected
by restrictive action of the Federal
Government, f Evacuees among others are
eligible for such assistance which is
administered in each state by a welfare
agency designated by the Social Security
Bo&rd. These welfare agencies have re-
presentatives in .each county, providing
a network of state -and local offices
staffed . and equipped 1. assist reset-
tlers-, Services available are broad in
scope and include necessary social ser-
vices as well as financial assistance.

Agreements have been reached at national

and local levels between the VwRA and®™ two
other groups of social agencies, the
Travelers Aid Societies and the Family

Welfare Association of America. 137av6lers
Aid _will meet newcomers and give certain
specific assistance to the resettler,
both enroute from the project and on his
arrival in the new community.- Family
Welfare agencies have been helpful in a
number of cities not only through case
work service to individual _.resettlers,
but also through their knowledge- of com-
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munity resources and. specialized agen-

cies.

Educational Material Available In Each
Relocation Office - There is ,available
for distribution considerable quantities
of printed and either educational material
which can be Used effectively by re-
settlement committees and individuals
actively participating in ths relocation
program* Members of organizations and
persons speaking on any phase of the re-
location program are invited to ask for
quantities of this material for distri-
bution, One or two sample copies of ty-
pioal releases ofthis sort are being en-
closed with this newsletter.

Poison Pen Letters - Tilere appears to be
a regular campaign of letters being sent
from antagonistic individuals or groups
in the evacuated area of the West Coast
to bettors From Tho PooplQ¥ columns of
Midwestern nevjspapors. Statomonts being
mado in many of these letters are mare
vilifications of Americans of Japanese
descent, Intorosted and informed citi-
zens should attempt to counteract any
influoncos these lett rs may have by an-
swering thom as thsy appear in thoir lo-
cal newspapers.

Tho Children” Crusade -A matter of deep
concern to rosettlomont workers is the
fact that the children in tho rolocation
condors are not exporioneing contactvith
normal American life during their forma-
tivo yoars. Plans have boon worked out
for groups of high school ago boys and
girls to Xeovo tho centers for seasonal
jobs under tho supervision of rosponsible
adults. They will work in both farm and
Qity jobs in groups and it is hoped that
before tho start of tho next school year,
they will, in many cases, influence their
parents to rosottlqg in the Middle Wost
as family groups* Tiie first such groups,
all boys, havo arrived ond ar.onow work-
ing in the vicinity of Chicago.



