





FORBEWORD

Here Is a documentation which is real and sincere,
filled with a human touch that comes near to making it
classic*

= Qut of the mouths of.children come thoughts and
recollections which p induce a record which could have
come from no other source*

It is composed of excerpts.from scores of essays
written as classroom excercise by pupils of the Topaz
Relocation Center seventh grade*

These youngsters were unaware that they were writ-
ing, for documentation or for any other purpose than a
classroom grade* They were asked by their instructor*
Mrs* Helen C* Henderson, to put down on paper that re-
collection which remained clearest and strongest in their
thoughts of the evacuation and relocation periods*

They have done this, sometimes with pathos, some-
times with real humor, but often with a clear-cut picture
that is like a painting on canvas*

The originals from which these excerpts were taken,
together with many other letters, remain in the files
of the school in Topaz with the names of their writers*
The numbers attached to the excerpts correspond with
numbers on these original Jaspers*

The plan to secure a record of this kind was first
developed as a community-wide essay contest* | met with
the instructors and principals in the schools to dis-
cuss the essay proposal* As a result the idea came up
that if it were generally known that a historical docu-
mentation was proposed, there would be a shyness and a
reserve on the part of writers or a stiffness in their
writing that would not produce the results desired.
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