




FOREWORD

Here Is  a documentation which is  re a l and sincere, 
f i l l e d  with a human touch that comes near to making i t  
c lass ic *

>' Out o f the mouths o f . children come thoughts and 
reco llection s which p induce a record which could have 
come from no other source*

I t  is  composed o f excerpts.from scores o f essays 
written as classroom excercise by pup ils o f the Topaz 
Relocation Center seventh grade*

These youngsters were unaware that they were w rit­
ing, fo r  documentation or fo r  any other purpose than a 
classroom grade* They were asked by the ir instructor*
Mrs* Helen C* Henderson, to put down on paper that re ­
co llection  which remained c learest and strongest in  th e ir  
thoughts o f the evacuation and re location  periods*

They have done th is, sometimes with pathos, some­
times with re a l humor, but often with a c lear-cu t p icture  
that is  l ik e  a painting on canvas*

The o r ig in a ls  from which these excerpts were taken, 
together with many other le t te r s ,  remain in the f i l e s  
o f the school in  Topaz with the names o f their w riters*  
The numbers attached to the excerpts correspond with 
numbers on these o r ig in a l Jaspers*

The plan to secure a record o f th is kind was f i r s t  
developed as a community-wide essay contest* I  met with  
the instructors and p rinc ipa ls  in the schools to d is ­
cuss the essay proposal* As a re su lt  the idea came up 
that i f  i t  were generally  known that a h is to r ic a l docu­
mentation was proposed, there would be a shyness and a 
reserve on the part o f w riters or a s t iffn e ss  in th e ir  
w riting  that would not produce the re su lts  desired.
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j f e îXîX,«flt f i J¡j0 t í .. y a  1X0*’;t w o  .: 'VffäYt&i ' fác t lö  J S t u f r e * £ »

W i
JS .̂ .
ft gj0 g| g o f the househeC Ù l  1 h e

n o . r o t&f B t Ô ve oto* >#0 u l e s i „ G O X ' i CHyp Ps&'û
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