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/One hot night in August, Mr, Toda, dressed as formally as
was possible in the summer heat of Tokyo, and perspiring profusely,
arrived at the home of his friends, the Rev, and Mrs, Yamada, With
him came his mother, dressed especially for the occasion in her for-
mal crested black silk kimono and coat, and bound up in at least
three feet of heavy brocade by the obi around her waist. With much
bowing and many words of gratitude, they presented the Yamadas with
a large basket of fruit and a box of sweet bean paste cakes - ”un-
worthy tokens of their appreciation,” they called them - for in a
few hours the Yamadas would be introducing the young man to another
prospective bride,*

Description of what follows thereafter: The arrival of the
young1!Lady, accompanied by her retinue. The meeting (omiai) over
vast quantities of food prepared by Mrs. Yamada, who had spent the
major part of the day in a nervous frenzy of cooking and cleaning.
There follow two days in which the couple are given an opportunity
to ”get acquainted” - mostly by visiting with relatives! Then events
move sw iftly, and a formal engagement ceremony takes place three
days after their first meeting.

Not all matches progress with such alacfcity: Story of how it
all began... ”One day, the girl*s father had come from hie home in
the island of Shikoku to visit his sister, Mrs. Okada, in Tokyo.

With the somewhat wearied hope of a father who had already ”put



2

away” four daughters, ( the Japanese term to indicate the married
status of a daughter literally means *to put away’), he had sighed,
, you know, | must think about putting my youngest daughter away, ¥

INow telling a Japan ese woman of an eligible male or female is
like leading her to a bargain counter and giving her a fat roll of
yen. It is both a challenge and a source of infinite delight.”

This gets things started. Description of events that led to
the “omiai”: The first visit by Mrs. Okada to the Yamddas to ask if
they might find a suitable husband for her niece; The Yamadas did
indeed - they |qae# a fine young man for whom they had arranged three
previous meetings without success. There follow initial inquiries,
an exchange of photographs and biographies, and at last the summer
méeting.

1In Japan, one never knows just what curious set of circum-
stances or what chance conversation might result in the acquisition
of a spouse,” Examples! For instance, two women who meet only
occasionally in the waiting room of a masseusel home, compare the
Statistics” of young marriageable people they know, and part with
promises to secure photographs which might eventually be exchanged
in view of a possible meeting.

Advantages of the “omiai” system: Although there are more
love matches today than in the yasrs before the war, there is still
a lively demand for ” go-betweens” and many young people admit them-
selves that they still rely on this method, and find it highly successful.
For the good “go-between” matches his statistics carefully - comparing
the family, education, economic and social status of the two individ-
uals involved - and then, if there is 7en” (if the fates so decree),

«S WKMUI XOLfAA U . uhUS
he is responsible for an “omiai”, and usually,j*for a happy marriage.

end



I HAVE A DAUGHTER-TO PUT AWAY

(outl ine of possible artJijT *N

One hot night in August, a perspiring young ma”~deessed as formally as
is possible in the summer heat of Tokyo, arrived at the home of Rev. and Mrs.
Yamada. He was accompanied by his widowed mother, a g&ntie-3H&ef-faoed wE”an,
who, to be dressed properly for the occasion, wore her formal crested black

and up in
kimono and coat, ArssndnhnrnxiiiiaxnansbnRHimaiinHhs was bound upxxH at least 3
feet of heavy brocade by the obi around her waist. Thoy—earriod withrtHem >a
square- silk furoshiki in tte*elr**pe”wrapped a large box of fruit and a box of
-xxxtxksm

sweet bean paste cakes, - These were gifts to the Yamadas, whonhnd
MxB~*pxBBéaxtimnnfnx presented unobtrusively, and with apologies for their
xaxnxngnd nftaxnxsgximbkisp mTrthi a njxn®npOjstribzsmmfaxifismxid :piMiasm
worthlessness, as a token of appreciation foioithBffirnBtff Ty The Yamadas ha
arranged ¢nag for the young man, -I<tp-ejon. to meet a prospective bride.

Shortly thereafter, a young lady arrives. She too is accmpanied b her
mother, but has brought along her sister and brotherin law as well. She has
come from a small town in the island of Shikoku - a good 17 hour trip from Tokp
to meet this young man.- through the ~offices not only of I&e Yamadas, but of
her aunt in Tokyo. It is a big night for her.

With much bowing of heeds to the well-scrubbed tatami floor, the formal
introductionsare made, and the ysu lIda-san and. the young girl, Tomeko, meet

There is polite chatter and laugjShere ixxtxik cups of

for the first time, with a half-dozen people looking on./ Over/tea and a vast
assorted edibles

guantity of and about 2 hours later, the party disbands.
xJOasxxsLxtxdxy”~xtenthxnanntmefriispBn The next day, I-san and Tomeko are
supposed to have a day together - alone - and the following day, Mr. | comes

to report to the Yamadas, bilfc before he evenarrives the Y’s and the girl’s
aunt are talking about the wedding date. When I-san comes to tellthe Yrs that

he is pleased with the girl, he is only confirming a fact that had been taken
When he asks what his next move should be, the Y s waste no time.

for granted. “Tomeko and her family cannot come HpxagBxnxaaB¥iifli all the way
from Shikoku again too easily, ML Y. tells I-san, 11 think it best If you
make your engagement formal.”™ How would this Sunday be?” And so, 2 days after
xB&hnandafcn

they first met, Tomeko and. Mr. |. become engaged.

Hot all matches proceed so smoothly or with quite such alactity.



end* for I-san, al'tho* this meeting came to a successful conclusion, he had had
twice
3 previous meetings which had ended in polite refusals from the young ladies,
in a hurried retreat himself from a Mother homely candidtate.

and once fbBtahnbBbEbpbxhitebif. ) , ib?.cn
unsuccessful meeting, or omiai,” the Y*s - anxious to help their young fr e ,

sfc-HrelyyhrehfrifinFfry fr~omT 1 n n yffigtag lixtrfaBX;"Bxfe©nn23X®HBxhghgnbnm nfmn.XB QneiQnB
would begina new search for an eligible young lady.

In Japan, one never knows through what strange means snntexaxraEBising one wil
find a mate. UTf there is '"W - or if the fates' decree t Two neople almost
ufeknown to you, might at some strange place be determining your fate. 1 Hhxk
once heard 2 women talking as they waited their turn with a masseuee. Tea had
been served to those who waited, and as they sipped their tea, the two women
ixkkedx who met only occasionally when their paths crossed in the sitting room
of the masseuse, began to talk of many things. Talk veered from the weather
ol B I R 1 SS I i; fill|
to their respective children, fend then, as almost inevitably happens whenever
"2 J. women meet - to various sM M Biraiigx single men or women eligible for

marriage. Almost like matching a Jack in one hand with a Queen in another,

vital statistics are quickly compared. Age» Occupation? Family background? W

Education* If the statistics match fairly well - phptogrphs are next eschanged,
%rslg 'gr}en that test is successfully passed - then the all-important omiai
These two wOmen Bnxpscmgdx had a young banker looking for a wife. How fortunati*
%y, the other just knew of a young girl who had her hart set on a young banker?
But can she play the piano?3 The young banker wants a wife who can play the
piano..” and so the conversation spun itself out - iraxo® and ended withprom .ses
fcxxffrom each party to uncover more information from the principles and to try to

secure photggrpphs.

i have' heard- Mrs,, .J*. In Japan, any unattached individual
is a commodity for sale. | have heard Mrs. Y. pia ask plaintively, xsxtihmaghnBhe
hndnxnne ”Bon!t you need any brides? Weknow so, many nice young ladies?” It was
almost as though she had an over-supply of eggs, and wanted to dispose of them
before they spoiled. All young women in J. assume that they will* eventually marry.
For one thing, moxiixgtnx©xnimn it isn’t as easy for a woman to go into a career in
Japan, for it is a.highly populated country and there are enuff men to crowd them

out of most jobs. A woman, in J, is still expected to become first - a hbuswife



arid a*mother, and If she can fit a career into that - fine. Girls are reared
with marriage as the ultimate goal, and gimlbxb young marriagl&be girls are al-
ways well- prepared, not only txx through training, but with a set of good por-

traits ready for distribution at the proper moment.

Before the war, most young people left the selection of a mate to
with sep. schools, and little, or no informal dating,

their parents, for/there were few opportunities for them to meet and'mingle'with
the opposite sex, Today, however, yss more and more people are marrying thrul
so called flove matchestf ina which the go-between has become a mere formality.
However, there are still a good number of Tomiaifl where young people are intro-
duced by means of a go-between or baishaku-nin;

In the case of Tomeko and Mr. Ida, it all came about wksm because, fomekols m

father came to visit his sister in Tokyo one day, and said, !'ou know, | must

think of putting my youngest daughter away.1



1 have a daughter to put away...”

One hot night in August, a perspiring young man dressed as for-
mally as is possible in Tokyo’s summer heat, arrived at the home of
tr, and hrs* ~ « He was accompanied by his mother, who 3aadnanEniolixnsh-
ednsnxnvBimrjmrn in-order to be dressed properly for the occasion,
MHXxdr"stiijd’\xbexbkbEIItobddma;/ivf(i);i her formal crested black kimono
and $aEkst coat, and of—ourse .was bound up in at least 3 yards of
heavy brocade by the obi she wore around her waist. Theycarried with
themsgljsirfk furoshiki in which tfesy were wrapped a large box of fruit
and a box of sweet bean cakes —gifts for the Y’s, which were bro’t

amid much bowing
unobtrusively to the kitchen and presented/with apologies?for their
ox”rthlessness. The young man, Mr, I, and his mother were ushered
iferaaiaxMnmmjkn xbHjpxbachKfex to the upstairs sitting room
and then were asked to wait.

About 10 minutes later a young girl of X~ arrived, accompanied
by her mother, her sister and her sister’s husband. The young girl
ond her mother had just arrived from Shikoku (about a 17 hour trip)

a few days before. Also present fas a Mrs. 0# the aunt of the young
girl, xhabfl&xbxb and a close friend of the Y’s.

At about 8:00 p.m. - these two parties were broughttogether in
the neat tatami-mathed room on the 2nd floor. There was an elaborate
exchange of greetings, much bowing to the floor snxkKussxxx, and for
the first time in his life, the young man, Mr, |I. laid eyes on the
young girl (Tomeko) fjggmxM who had come from ~hikoku. This was the
evening of August 5>th. Three days later, on the afternoon of August 8th
the young couple became formally engaged, thus bringing to a success-
ful conculsion thaxfirxtxfeaxdxhxbjtomlIHb”babxlbmbgbliig&xbhlbhb

another formal Japanese Omiai - (or meeting),

xitnaMntoBgganntnxnxnxnxnxAMa3*Aiwhanx Although thingx events
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took place at a pretty fast clip once the Omiai took place,..the

prEpbrht mongnjSBgnftpr nfctehnxmEQMunxhja®xnxira j*t& a~-that brgupht
these two people together had been in motion since
actually, the whole business was set in motion as early as 1*'1
when the girlls father took a trip to Tokyo to visit the aunt,
~rs * 0.

nl would like to put away my youngest daughter, Tomeko, 1

\ ! 1% yy. already
he had said with the wearied hope of a father who had nput away”
(this is a literal translation of the Japanese nkatazukerun whcih
is used to indicate marriage) four other daughters, in She had
evidently been a problem from the time of her birth, for already
ingenuously hcpé€ul'ly
burdened with five daughters, he had/named her "Tomekoll - which
and evidentlys su ceessful

actually means "Stop"- in the simple/hope that the name would
somehow be translated into actuality. -

Now it is both aNhallenge and an honorjto be presented with
thM npruhXnmn© noman”nsoidm: such
the problem of an unmarried female.-- or.male - for X-think every
Japanese - basically possesses the inherent makings of a go-between,
(one of these is a lively curiosity about -personai statisticsl-
xgmHsriixnidxh "Excuse me, but how old are you?n 1is a question xnkad
atansdix invariably asked of any unammried individual, sometimes as
soon as 5 or 10 minutes aftermeeting a total stranger. And always
behind this question is the thought of finding a suitable mate. / /
ifxax$nzE«x Hie sister, Mrs, Okuda, rosé nobly to the occasion,v;

and promptly bro*t her problem to her friends, Hr, snd ijrs. X

MOM nfesn”aa”]*"tom®nxhaB, Adh p|iXHAxhfinMZ8d;3ig  The Y’s were
delighted. They had justcnonpiiryB?n completed a third unsuccessful
omiai for a young man who had been looking for a uhife for

the past 2 years.
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"-I-t has-been especially hard to find a wife for him, “ Mrs. y

v explained, "Because off s i@ cEFS. ¥ W8y see. he has 3 unmarried

sisters, and one of them has had infantile paralysis,”
Jtot surely, everyone knows that isn’t inherited,” i said,

know, I”rs, Y# sighed, But still, no young girl wants to

be burdened with Xhxbxh®hzbxbf a semi-invalid sister-in-law, When

there are ether young men who ,donrt have such problems.”

From the verybeginning, those who arranged this match ere

most hopeful. For one thing, both were Christians and both sought

Christian mates. For another, Rev,Y. had baptised the young man

in ugestion, as wellas the father of the young girl - a most
ofrtunate set of circumstances.

Mrs. Okuda set to work with the zeal of a dedicated soul.

statistics from SraiHkx her

She promptly acquired a set of personal

ce, omeko. This included such vital statistics as age, schooling

grades, a fell description of the giil's te~cfeiag experiences as a

her talents,

kindergarten teacher,/ plus a roster of her family, trees -
And with this, of course, came the inevitable photograph. (Bvery
young J. girl has an “omiai” photograph in reddiness for such emer-
gencies.) 7 . _ fv~

J wm A jf ¢L I @,

These were taken by Mrs. O and Mrs. J. to M. JF at his home

sometime in June, for his inspection and approval. He approved, and

as an expression of this approval, he brought over a photograph of

himself and his own "personal history™ - written in black surni ink

on white, rice paper. He was a graduate of College, he was 33

he worked at witha”salary of : hi smokes but

doesn't drink...



and with some reluctance, | supp_oks_e, wrote of his living with his
widowed
mother, and 3 unmarried sisters*

Shortly thereafter, Mrs, 0, came to the Y's with the news that
Tomeko was attending a conf. of k, teachers in Kyoto in %igHst, and
that she would be able to extend her trip by another 8 hours to come
to “okyo to meet. r* |. She wouLd be accld of coirse by her mother*
Adate was set for the meeting - August 5th* - and there followed
a period of waiting.

As Aug. 5th drew closer, Mrs. 09 made several trips to visit
the 1’s to discuss the details of the meeting, “he would come early
on the morning of the 5th to help clean the house ar&.ftor any necess-
ary preparations.

On the day before the C”miai, Tomeko*s mother &me to visit
the Y*s. bhe bro*t with her a gift of 2 large dried cuttlefish,'used
in J. homes to make soup stock, \J, give most practical, gifts }.
She explained that her daughter was clumsy, ill-trained and homely,
that she would like'the Y!s to meet her once, so they would not be
shocked by her crude country manners.

The day of the big meeting was one of the hottest of the summer*

But from early that morning Mrs. Y, began to prepare for the even-
ing meeting, MxxxXxx The house was swept and scrubbed ( and this
means getting down on hands and knees with a bucket and rag) Water
was scprinkled at the front gateway, and ~rs. Y, spent most of the
morning chopping xogn and cooking Vegetables to make osushi ( z

a dish of vinegared rice in which all kinds of cooked veget-
ables is added and mixed) Early in the afternoon, Mrs, Okuda came
red-faced and perspiring, to help with the preparations, “he
meeting was to take place in the upstairs sitting room, and % s,

0» spent at least 2 hours sweeping and scrubbing the tatami, .-he
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mbook e=knseveral trips to the market for ~rs., Y. Who can*t wik&k
because of her rhum.) bringing back Karupis (a popular cold drink
in J.), sweet bean paste cakes, and salted rice cakes.

In Japan food and hospitality and practically synonymous.
SOnsnsiciEB. And the general idea is that the grantnmfchon&monniinofl
SnHdxi$hB.XByanE  degree of hospitality is measured by the amount of
food presented. Thus, ixhsoceeven in a short morningls visit, 1lhave
been offered a quick succession of., ice cream, chilled fresh peach,

appear..ng like courses at a dinne
iced tea and french pastry. And for something as important as an
omiai, the effort is doubled.

A short while after the 2 parties got together, | (©ould hear
the sound of. laughter drifting down to my room on the firit floor.
When Mrs. Y;- came into the kitchen about 8:00, | nosnsndnhnxnfion
£ got the first report on the proceedings.

uHow is it going?ll | whispered.

She smiled happily, “They are all very relaxed. Everyone is
talking freely and with a light heairt. 1| think it will go well.

Then began the procession of edibles... First cold karupisu
( the sweet milky looking drink) for by that time, everyone was
about to perish from the heat, ,(The brother-in-law has not put
down his fan once** Mpg# Y. informed me with a sympathetic sijsjjg.
Then, f>ig plate fulls of the osushi sprinxled with dried seaweed
and sweetened ggg and red ginger, a bowl of cold noodles with fresh
ginger, sliced peaches, and the sweet bean past cakes and rice
cakes. Al this only 2 hours after dinner.

By 9:00 the party disbanded, amid much polite chatter and bow-

ing, and only Srs. O. stayed behind to indulge in the luxury of

a bath and post-omiai chatter. She sat at the little talbe in
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the kitchen with'the Yls, and ¥ could get a few stray wisps of their

conversation.

fHave just a little more osoba (cold noodles),d Mrs. was
urging, and Mrs. 0. would say, “well, just a little”. After that,
they had some cold rice on which they poured tea, washing the whole
business down with some pickled Zx eggplant.

®hEBomfcntfcaHsnx They were in high spirits, Sfekyx “Toiaeko-san
told me how nice she thoT mr, |I’s nrther was,” Mrs, offered.

'And they all talked so freely,” said Ms # 0# “How, iince T.
is going home on the 11th, if t ey could announce their engagement
about the 8.th, *

And so the talk went - isnxitex No one seemed to doubt for a
moment that the wedding would take place.

Tie following day, it had been decided that the couple would be
given an opportunity to meet alone. A trip to & nearby park was
suggested, after which they were to. go to Tomeko’s sisterl1s home
nearby. AIll day dti the Y!s, there was frequent talk of the couple.
hi wonder how it is goi g.. 1 hope it doesn’t rain...”

1, for one, was greatly relieved that they were given this one
day. together, for early plans precluded feven this. | had been
horrified. “But they should be given at least a day alone,” | had
protested, And the Y s had agreed. Mr. Y# had tho’t they might go
off to the country somewhere, but Mrs. Y, was more practical, nBut
it will be hot no matter where they go. If it were I, 1°d go to
T. Dppt. Store. It’s air conditioned, and they could sit down on one
of the store hcnehces and talk until the store closed.*(

The foilowing day, the couple met at the home of the young man,

and then, the young man came to the Y’s to report. He
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was pleased with the young girl. (He &Mné&iixaxy wasn*t as enthusiastic
about the girl as she was about him ...) What should he do hnext?

The Y s advised him that it would be a good thing for them
to announce thier engagement promptly and to bring things to a head
as soonas possible. "After all, " they added, "They’ve come a long
way, and it would be nice if you could save them another trip up here

ceremony

bythaving the engagement ammimsmecHt take place now." fhis was 2 days
after he had met the young girl!

However, the young man had great faith in Mr. Y. His attitude was
si¢gply, "AWhytever you say..."

And so on the afternoon of the 8th, 1 heard the doorbell ring,
and shortly thereafter, there was the sound of voices singing h$mns
and the engagement ceremony was under way. This was followed again
by tea - and sandwiches (which, incidentally, X had hMped Mrs. Y
make during the greater part of the morning) - and when all was over, 9
Mrs. 0. shed tears of joy.

There remained now, only the setting of the wddding date. The
girlls mother wanted to wait till March - so she <could teach her
daughter some sewing, etc... but if the go-betweens and the aunt have
their way - it may be aother story. As Mrs. 0. talked with the Y’s
X couH hear her saying, "November would be a nice month for the

marriage, donll you t ink*"
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| HAVE A DAUGHTER TO PUT AWAY

One day in May, Mr» M ~ftravelled from the island of Shikoku

o ~and a married daughter o
Japan, to visit his sister/in Tokyo, AmnngxthK When he giatxiuanuBOc

home
»fjcgy returned/ a week later, and was asked "oy his family what he
had done, he shrugged,

f 1 played ugolr with my son-in-law,u he answered dr”ly.

But as m atters later developed, he had indeed done a great

deal mpre. He '"p” -found a husband for his youngest SsxoakBt"x
other

Among the things,he had said to his sister|, ib$d>HIhdht]bkfexbtob

p S f e ; ‘Llwith the somewhat weared
put away

hope of a father who has already four daughters. (The J.

m|l - i ljlim ® A2 1 |-

term to indicate married, daughter - means literally, “to put away, )
IYou know, | must begin to think of lputting e«Temeko away. He sighed
at the thought. She had been one daughter more than he had wanted,
and feeling utterly overburdened and defeated, he had hopefully named
her Tomeko ( Tomeru meaning “to stop1l) - ainsnmBxnhajshxowxikbnfatiff

in an ingenuous but, _
uitaEIK ftfidxsKiifin snxewdently successful gesture, = /., / njut /

Uow -Hrgr(TafrI\gI-ha-gnkny’\grg ;TAJ%panese woman tskfeaxtsdsi o"f a.r}zellg\ble A- '
male or female is like gI*~hsi®*nxgrEmxSri*siExnkx leading her to V
a bargain counter and giving her a roll of yen, 1llgbabghxhlbnijggbahd
absbubEbxbf is both a challenge and a source of infinite delight,
And 1 think every Japanese woman has In her the makings of a potential
go-betwe”»” She cannot hwsx. meet an uroaarrlsidx single girl of

marriagijl*B~"age without Immediately wondering why she’s single and

scouringJmer memory for some eligible bachelor, ShAsxhsnMtesyx Thi.s

she M Za)*] n
is why m fmtrafrfcgthnrgsn’) will- think nothing of asking the, age of some
T I L
young lady -“et-'not more than 10 minute ST And soon

after, she "ay ISe tellies;her of a hice young man she knows and
Asking her for a photograph she mgght show him. ~~? 2iT $



«about folk art, and the first exhibit wf folk art was followed by
/> U* ) J mACiftMscill 11
two more. Gradually, thelpublic began to take interest* Depart-
ment stores were willing to sponsor exhibits of folk craft and
dealers feBgannt«*xhxHXniaaynT*ixBXB3i, anticipating the growing demand,
. : . : o A .
began to InynmxaxBprlh.Sgpo gnlllé op q%%.ymg trlpsmlnte tfeﬁj "coklégtrymde
(nxbxtaB!mxyenrH.xafhenx Interest in folk art was definitely
growing, but there was still no museum. Suddenly, cue day” in
1935, ~agosaburo Oharairi a well-known philanthropist called on
Soetsu Yanagi* He had heard of their hopes for a folk art museum

and he would* give‘ thoem the funds to build one* XA
o ,/Dly\‘/V'l'/*at-ha'd only be“énlja jggde hope fi suddenly
teok”shape, and'a typically Japanese structure was erected in
nseguro-ku Tokyo, to house the ~$lk art colie etiont so carefully
gathered by hr* Yanagi an””"is-Y riend-s*.
With --the” builling”of--%hra-j3»32UTgrr The mus eum xBj&na&ixiiJtt and'

its director, Soetsu Yanagi”-became a natural center for a group
not only
of artists, artisans and scholars who shared & love for folk art
but a determination to see that it would not die out* Gradually,
a folk art movement was organized, nnfenarissfignrsr with over
20 branches throughout Japan. A inooaB”itoHfoiffliBin An informal,
intimate association, it has no rigid organizational rules, but
seeks mipxtig mainly to encourage the development of leaders among
the artisans of the countryside, in an effortvnot nenily to preserve
but, $to’1honst.nnt43|/£<improve the quality of ;aimlnhamiBGer.fiii.foIk art*
¢nnhiman Just as the fine objects of the past are-pre'served*

ilU-thejfkilk--aa?-t--miisFug” are e xamples for the present

and the future, Yanagi feels that all artisans need and look

to leaders to help them maintain a high standard of wok.



k- M jUM-. KXin J

fyirTVv me— Rt m nj
m .
AL ying "Kjuu$-\ ¢c-vwi
tXsMM..  tX*UL  VuX* EIR M 5 ulrytu?
i Atl Urm 'j
= i P AVilM A-&1
All v P
i u Vv ljxxxyyb
A
o L 1047, lj | *U fij ® ®® A:
ISUu M Majd ™"el /'L N
ja-ii
i > Iws A }
2
BUW M :
N * *
& - \WV & >7" H us*$
: - m {1
|$I_ o fn»»l»
iff; o & |
r
v [ m;p  Momom
/m. h]” hs $&$ 0 s\Ur¢xd~fi-——--- "
. 1 X X "™NJa- jr,/UNE
SUA-'X  i™T1- A~ A N
inPUt-AH
e.3

ila



_ -2- ) I
O jor, rose nobly to the occasion# She

xjipon hearing of her brors plight
epromptly brought her problem'to her good friends, Hr. and Mrs. Y#

in whos-e-JiQme | hav.e been renting a roam. The Yfs were delighted.
They had just completed a third unsuccessful uomiain (or meeting)
for a young man who had been searching for a wifd" for the past 2
years.

"I't has been especially hard to find a wife for him,'l Mrs. Y
explained. sYou see he has 3 unmarried sisters and a widowed mother
living with him, and that seems to frighten ,all the young girls
away. 1

To make m atters wosre8, it seemed that one of these sisters
was partially paralyzied from infantile paralysis, and apparently
no one wanted to take on a semi-invalid/v%liqtﬂga new husband,

“Poor Y -san,” ~rs, Y# would say with a sigh, End then add,
as though ImxMsnsnxnfm”~hxngnfnxxhiEJxnxmiinxi*QXHtBinxnax he were
condemned to die ofvleprosy, "And hers such a nice young man.l

HowWhen Mrs. O# told the Yl!s of the availability of her neice
Tomekm, there waa a feeling of general rejoicing all around*
The young lady was a hard-working, dspandxfeia, kindlergarten teacher
serious-minded, and a Christian. 1I-san also was jLasSe(;ious-minded
hard-working, and a Christian, Furthermore, Mr. Y, knsxx hadknown
the girlls father fbiaiaxbatoBbttabx at one. time, and had been like a
father to I-san. It seemed a most propitious match, and Mrs, O,
set to work with the zeal of a dedicated soul, She promptly
acquired a set of personal statistics from her niece. This
included such vital statistics as the girlls age, schooling, grades
her expierences as a kindergarten teachers, anxiiRiliinaGa her talents,

(she plays the piano), data on the ages occupation, etc. « of her

immediate family, and of course, the inevitable photograph, which



every young J. girl usually has in readiness for just such an occa-
sion. in many cases where such statistics are not so readily avail-
able and where the go-between knows less of both parites, a formal
|ALIA]i d-31
investigation is oftern made by .a special org*n called
They will secure any information a young man may desire of a prospec-
tive bride5 usually writing to the girl*-s school for copies of her
record, when the school does not reply, it can be assumed that her
Feeling that * or depr
gr grades were poor./ A teacher or principal can thus assure/ve
her of a good marriage orxdisjs most girls xeebibxh&bih&bx bring fitting
gifts to them as they graduate and join the mass of eligible females,
Tomekols photograph--and personal statistics were then taken
to M, I!s home by Mrs. Y. and Mrs. O, thus opening formal negotia-
tions. Mr. 1. inspected gar(]jgc?aepnrovggd, and expressed his approbation
by submitting a few statsitics xnd of his own, accompanied by a
photograph for the young girlls perusal. Written on beautiful white
such facts as the fol
rice paper with a Japanese brush, his record revealed thxtxhe was
33, was KBOXtHgxadbc an engineer working with a communications co,
He was a graduate of the Butstiri .. College. HoO liked to
, he smoked moderately, but didnll drink. And |
suppose, he h~d added with some reluetance that he lived >ith a
widowed motherxHHdx*xnnmanr&s”hintBX, who operated a sports goods
shop, and 3 unmarried sisters - one of whom had had infantile paral-
ysis ,
SkrxSxmiAi2\xiiMNivm3/nthts Happily, this didn’t seem to disbubr
Tomeko in the least. Furthermore, .her family was very much impressed

with Mr, 15 background, 1And, 1 the aunt confided to “rs, ; j-hey

are especially pleased to learn that they do not come from aj-ine

of fenshmxeijn®np+ merchants, but from the samurai (warrior® class.

The business enterprise wasvVonly a post-war emergency development



just as it had bee'n for Tomeko’s father.

Both families seemed equally matched economically and intell-
ectually, nl’m sure it is going to be successful,8 Mrs. 0. would
predict each time she came to make a report on any progress.

One day, she came to visit the Y’s with the news that T, would
be going ter. Kyoto for a conference early in August, add could be
persuaded to take the additional 7 hour journey to “okyo to meet
Mr. T, She would be accompanied by her mother, and would stay
xxthxhjsbxbifex as her sistersfs home in Tokyo. August 5th was
set for the day of the meeting, and until then, there was nothing
more to do but to wait. Muring this time, Mrs. 0. made several
visits to the Y*s to discuss details of the meeting - what time
who would come
and finally, suggesting that she would come to help clean the
house the morning of the 5th.

On the day before the Omiai, fomekors mother scvKiwdv came
to make a formal ca!l on the Y:s. She brought a gift of two
large dried Cthgh%j?i%)h from Shikoku - a practical gift in view of
the fact that shaved bonito is used to make soup stock in all J.
homes. She explained that her daughter was clumsy, ill-trained,
aratx country child, who was not at all pretty* She wanted to tell
the Y’s beforehand, so they would not be too shocked thenext day.

fit 600 p.m on August 5th,/gwberlspjfcfeing yExngxBoxx" dressed

as formally as is possible in Tokyo’s summer heat, arrived at

Be was accompanied by his mother, who to be dressed properly for
such an auspicious occasion, wore her formal crested black kimono

and coat, and was bound up in at least 3 yards of brocade obi

wrapped around her waist. They brought with iftCemn a large box of
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square silk furoshiki. These were brol!t to the kitchen by Mr. 1.

unwrapped, and presetted to MpS< amid' much boiling, and apith
apologies for their worthlessness, Mr, 1. and his mother were
then ushered into tke upstairs sitting room and offered a bup of
tea while they waited.

About 10 minutes later, Tomeko arrived, accompanied by her
mother, her sister and her sister s husbaid,

nHer sister is the attractive one in the family,u Mst O, had

in sjjerrtHjlathers, choosing cool-looking pastelcolored cottons.
At approximately 7;00 p.m., Tomeko and her party were taken
upstairs, the | 1s made the formal introduction$, and there followed
mash and exchange of pleasantries xxxdxrasfe “cconpanied by much
xwwe&ean wellscrubbed
bowing of heads to the/tatami floor.
AxahnxtenhmlaxnfABhxekBxaxpxiities In a short while there
was much talk and laughter. When Mrs. Y, came down to the kitchen
about 8:00 to bring out' the refreshments, | got the first report
on how things were proceeding.
Mrs. Y. smiled happil§, uthey are all very relaxed. Everyone

is talking freely and with a light heart. There is much laughter.

|| think it will go well.|

Then, there began the procession of edibles from the Kkitchen
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to the upstairs sitting room. In Japan food and hospitality are \

synonymous- the general idea being, that the geeater the array of

food, the greater the hospiitality Jv Thué', on one short morning

visit | was offered a Quick succession of ice cream, fresh peach.es>
-J/ \\/ : : cM

iced tea and french pastry, wh¥ch appeared like courses in a big

dinner.! And for anything as important as an omiai, the effort is *

tremendous, f
& Mrs. O Jf
All that morning, Mrs. -./had not only EHisanadnsnin swept anmj

I v
scrubbed every inch of the house - including the front entrance, YK

but had been mixing, chopping and cooking in the kitchen, J duTin,
the summer

how, in with the justifiable pride of a well-prepared hostess, Mrs,
1st cold glasses of Marupisu.(a sweet milky-looking drink pop in

Y. produced/big dishes of osushi (vinegared”™ rice mixed with a variety

of cooked vegetables )fnrnEi*.nyn®iBBSinniaiihxi.tnEH 2a;QanEHBBittxgiaxiJnnnof

decorated with egg, seafeed and red ginger. Then bowls of cold
noodles with sauce, tea,, sweet beant |p.aste cakes, and s atted rice
was so much
cakes. The amazing thing is not/the array, xxxumsh at the fact that
could be
all of this xxx consumed by these people less than 2 hours after
they had supposedly had their supper.
: «fl .t im W' vd g _

Tomeko ran up and down the steps carrying up trays loaded with

food for Mrs, Y. She felt at home. Skx On one of her trips to the
went so far as to
kitchen, she/confideji to Mrs, Y. that she thought Mr, i’s mother
was 1xduch a nice person. Al was going well, and exactly ha
scheduled.
the

By 9:00 - the party broke up, as do Msfcci. gatherings in most
J, homes, and only Mrs, O, remained behind for a quick post-mortem.
She fcssaix indulged in the luxury of another bath (they’re hard to

come by in most J, houses - x“hach are wit cut baths), and then sat

a small snack of cold rice and pickled, egg plant.with Hr. '&

./ They were all in high spirits, ~he meeting had gone exceed-



ingly well. Their talk no longer bore any traces of doubt, tafc

wars The biggest obstacle had already been successfully hurdled,

The three of them huddled over tea and cold rice, were already mak-
ing plans for the official engagement ceremony. Because her niece
was leaving for borne on the 11th, % s. 0. suggested the 8th - exactly
two days hence. There was general approval, and after that was
settled, the three of them proceeded to plan fcfes how the nextt wo
days should be spent by the young couple.

Mr. Y. - influenced somewhat*by my horror at the t o't of these
2 young people having to announce their engagement without ever
having spent some time together alone - suggested that they go off
somewhere by themselves the next day.

nlufcx Maybe out in the ,,country’womewhere, I he suggested.

“But it will be hot no matter where they .go,if Mrs. Y said,
mopping her ovxg/n face, sii think theyv oug:tgt ;to go to T, dept store
and sit on a bench there. At least itls air conditioned.

“Well, we don’t want them to cool off too much,” Mrs. O.
said, laughing hugely at her little joke.

And so the talk went, Tomeko and M# 1. might just.,.as.weH
hAyg~rge-hA had any doubts, they would never *bé-;accepted by the
Enthusiastic
go-betweens.who had all but set the wedding date.

Somehow, thbxhKHxy ™"omeko and -Ar . J*. got together the next
day, and that evening feh I-san came to report to the Y-s. Be was
pleased with the young lady. What should be his next move?

The Y’s wasted no time. They advised him to make the engage-
ment official as soon as possible, adding, “After all, thef M's
have come a long way, and it would be nice if you could save them

another trip up here. How would Sunday the 8th suit you*”
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Isan didn't have a chance to back down a|Eter that. After all,
the Yfs hard gone to the trouble of arranging three previous meetings
for him, surely this time, he must accept gracefully# And, IBxiliiteifit
if he didnlt show any great enthusiasm for this little round-faced
plump country girl, at least, he didn't dislike her either#

And so, on Aug. 8th, two days after they had met, -J-omeko and.
X-san came together to the Y home# Mrs. 0 had again come from early
morning to help cMxxh clean house, and | had helped Mrs# Y. make
an enormous stack of tex sandwiches for tea.

AByKTfiu.se of somelMliuidarulauding-, '
th meirhelps®wnre”bre”nt, The little group marched upstairs to
the sitting room, and soon X heard the sound of voices singing a

few hymns. This was followed by a short talk by Hev.Y., and the
engagement was solemnized by a brief ceremony. When all was over,
Mrs. Ol shed tears of joy, and there was much general rejoicing
over the taaxBBuid glasses of iced cider, sandwiches, and xxifkfcfcK
XX &&DEXin|co®f red rice which Mrs. O# had terwiagbcfex made, inx*umEBXiaSi
custjamoQjbis*nbimtiingnxKspjaiiMaELXDEnsnxjaxs;. Aed rice is always
served in Japan on auspicious occasions xushxfeLS requiring celbration,
and this, certainly, was a matter fsr which needed celebrating.

The young couple then spent the"”r:ex,t’ few days exchanging calls#
First, £r:neeting at the sister!s house, 'tA‘heﬁ having"d-i-nner at i-san s
home# I-sanls mother had been so pleased with the young lady, she
had made up her mind on the night of the omiai, and then had hire,d
a carpenter to make raps immediate repairs in the house, preparatory
to her coming# -

There remained now, only the setting of the wedding date.

T'omekols mother suggested March. n'Then, | can teach her some

sewing, and a few other housewifely things, she suggested,
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But, the go-betweens and more especially, ~rs. Okuda would have
none of that* March was a long way off.

-The last tibSbkb time | heard Mrs* talking to the !SBs,
I could hear her saying, fNovember would be such a nice month for

the marriage, donlt you think?*
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