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I  HAVE A DAUGHTER TO PUT AWAY

HARRIET WOLf AGENCY 
119 WEST 57th STREET 
NEW YOU-' >? v v

O u tl in e  f o r  p o s s ib l e  a r t i c l e

b y

Y osh iko  U ch ida

/O n e  h o t  n ig h t  i n  A u g u s t, Mr, T oda, d re s s e d  a s  f o r m a l ly  a s  

was p o s s ib l e  i n  th e  summer h e a t  o f  Tokyo, and  p e r s p i r i n g  p r o f u s e ly ,  

a r r i v e d  a t  th e  home o f  h i s  f r i e n d s ,  th e  Rev, and M rs, Yamada, W ith 

him  came h i s  m o th e r , d r e s s e d  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  th e  o c c a s io n  i n  h e r  f o r ­

m al c r e s t e d  b la c k  s i l k  kimono and c o a t ,  and bound up i n  a t  l e a s t  

t h r e e  f e e t  o f  h eav y  b ro c a d e  by th e  o b i  a ro u n d  h e r  w a i s t .  W ith much 

bow ing and many w ords o f  g r a t i t u d e ,  th e y  p r e s e n te d  th e  Yamadas w i th  

a  l a r g e  b a s k e t  o f  f r u i t  and a box o f  sw eet b e a n  p a s t e  c a k e s  -  ”u n - 

w o rth y  to k e n s  o f  t h e i r  a p p r e c i a t i o n , ” th e y  c a l l e d  them  -  f o r  i n  a 

few  h o u rs  th e  Yamadas w ould be i n t r o d u c in g  th e  young man t o  a n o th e r  

p r o s p e c t iv e  b r i d e , *

D e s c r ip t io n  o f  w hat fo l lo w s  t h e r e a f t e r :  The a r r i v a l  o f  th e
|

youngfLady, accom pan ied  by h e r  r e t i n u e .  The m e e tin g  ( o m ia i ) o v e r  

v a s t  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  fo o d  p r e p a re d  by M rs. Yamada, who had  s p e n t  th e  

m a jo r  p a r t  o f  th e  day  i n  a  n e rv o u s  f r e n z y  o f  c o o k in g  and c le a n in g .

T here  fo l lo w  two d a y s  i n  w hich  th e  co u p le  a r e  g iv e n  an  o p p o r tu n i ty  

to  ”g e t  a c q u a in te d ” -  m o s t ly  by  v i s i t i n g  w ith  r e l a t i v e s !  Then e v e n ts  

move s w i f t l y ,  and a fo rm al engagem ent cerem ony ta k e s  p la c e  th r e e  

days a f t e r  t h e i r  f i r s t  m e e tin g .

Not a l l  m atch es p r o g r e s s  w ith  su ch  a la c f c i ty :  S to r y  o f  how i t  

a l l  b e g a n . . .  ”One d a y , th e  g i r l * s  f a t h e r  h ad  come from  h ie  home i n  

th e  i s l a n d  o f  S h ik o k u  to  v i s i t  h i s  s i s t e r ,  M rs. O kada, i n  Tokyo.

W ith  th e  somewhat w e a r ie d  hope o f  a f a t h e r  who had  a l r e a d y  ”p u t
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aw ay” f o u r  d a u g h te r s ,  ( th e  Ja p a n e se  te rm  to  i n d i c a t e  th e  m a r r ie d  

s t a t u s  o f  a d a u g h te r  l i t e r a l l y  means *to p u t  aw ay’ ) ,  he  had  s ig h e d ,

,y ou know, I  m ust t h in k  a b o u t p u t t i n g  my y o u n g e s t d a u g h te r  a w a y ,¥

! Now t e l l i n g  a Japan e se  woman o f an  e l i g i b l e  m ale o r  fem a le  i s  

l i k e  l e a d in g  h e r  to  a b a r g a i n  c o u n te r  and g iv in g  h e r  a  f a t  r o l l  o f  

y e n . I t  i s  b o th  a c h a l le n g e  and  a so u rc e  o f  i n f i n i t e  d e l i g h t . ”

T h is g e t s  th in g s  s t a r t e d .  D e sc rip tio n  o f  e v e n ts  t h a t  l e d  t o  

th e  ”o m ia i” : The f i r s t  v i s i t  by M rs. Okada to  t h e  Yamddas t o  a s k  i f  

th e y  m ig h t f i n d  a s u i t a b l e  h u sb a n d  f o r  h e r  n i è c e ;  The Yamadas d id  

in d e e d  -  th e y  |qae# à  f i n e  young  man f o r  whom th e y  had  a r r a n g e d  th r e e  

p re v io u s  m e e tin g s  w i th o u t  s u c c e s s .  T here fo l lo w  i n i t i a l  i n q u i r i e s ,  

an  exchange o f p h o to g ra p h s  and b io g r a p h ie s ,  a n d  a t  l a s t  th e  summer 

méet i n g .

1 In  Ja p a n , one n e v e r  knows j u s t  w hat c u r io u s  s e t  o f  c irc u m ­

s ta n c e s  o r  w hat chance  c o n v e r s a t io n  m ig h t r e s u l t  i n  th e  a c q u i s i t i o n  

o f  a s p o u s e ,” E xam ples! F o r i n s t a n c e ,  two women who m eet o n ly  

o c c a s io n a l ly  in  th e  w a i t in g  room o f  a m a s s e u s e 1 home, com pare th e  

S t a t i s t i c s ” o f  young m a r r ia g e a b le  p e o p le  th e y  know, and p a r t  w i th  

p ro m is e s  to  s e c u re  p h o to g ra p h s  w h ich  m ig h t e v e n tu a l ly  be  ex ch an g ed  

in  v iew  o f  a p o s s ib l e  m e e tin g .

A dvan tages o f  th e  ”o m ia i” sy s te m : A lth o u g h  th e r e  a r e  more 

lo v e  m atch es  to d a y  th a n  in  th e  y a s r s  b e fo r e  t h e  w a r , t h e r e  i s  s t i l l  

a l i v e l y  demand f o r  ” g o -b e tw e e n s ” and many young p e o p le  ad m it them ­

s e lv e s  t h a t  th e y  s t i l l  r e l y  on t h i s  m e th o d , and f in d  i t  h ig h ly  su c c e s s fu l. 

For th e  good “g o -b e tw e e n ” m a tch es  h i s  s t a t i s t i c s  c a r e f u l ly  -  com paring  

th e  f a m i ly ,  e d u c a t io n ,  econom ic and s o c i a l  s t a t u s  o f  th e  two i n d i v i d ­

u a l s  in v o lv e d  -  and th e n ,  i f  t h e r e  i s  ”e n ” ( i f  th e  f a t e s  so  d e c r e e ) ,
«S W<MUI “XûLffAA*t u .  uhÜS

he i s  r e s p o n s ib l e  f o r  an  ”o m ia i” , and u s u a l ly , j ^ f o r  a happy  m a r r ia g e .

end



I HAVE A DAUGHTER-TO PUT AWAY
(o u tl  in e  o f  p o s s i b l e  a r t J ¡T * N

One h o t  n ig h t  i n  A u g u s t, a  p e r s p i r i n g  young m a ^ d e e s s e d  a s  f o r m a l ly  a s

i s  p o s s ib l e  i n  th e  summer h e a t  o f Tokyo, a r r i v e d  a t  th e  home o f  Rev. and M rs.

Yamada. He was accom pan ied  by  h i s  widowed m o th e r , a  g& ntie-3H & e£ - f a o ed w€ ^ a n ,

who, to  be d r e s s e d  p r o p e r ly  f o r  th e  o c c a s io n ,  wore h e r  fo rm a l c r e s t e d  b la c k
and up in

kimono and  c o a t ,  A rssndnhnrnxiiiiaxnansbnR H im aiinH hs was bound upxxH a t  l e a s t  3 

f e e t  o f  h eav y  b ro c a d e  by th e  o b i  a round  h e r  w a i s t .  Thoy—e a r r i o d  w i th r t̂Hem >a. 

sq u a re - s i l k  f u r o s h i k i  i n t te ^ e l r ^ ^ p e^w rapped  a l a r g e  box o f  f r u i t  and a box o f

M xB ^pxB B âxtïm nnfnx p r e s e n te d  u n o b t r u s iv e ly ,  and  w i th  a p o lo g ie s  f o r  t h e i r

a r r a n g e d  ¿nag f o r  th e  young man, -I-ctp- ejon . to  m ee t a  p r o s p e c t iv e  b r i d e .

S h o r t ly  t h e r e a f t e r ,  a young la d y  a r r i v e s .  She to o  i s  accm pan ied  b h e r  

m o th e r , b u t  h a s  b ro u g h t  a lo n g  h e r  s i s t e r  and b r o t h e r i n  law  as w e l l .  She h a s  

come from  a s m a ll  town i n  th e  i s l a n d  of S h ik o k u  -  a good 17 h o u r  t r i p  from  T okp 

t o  m ee t t h i s  young m an .-  th ro u g h  th e  ^ o f f ic e s  n o t  o n ly  o f  l&ie Yam adas, b u t  o f

h e r  a u n t i n  Tokyo. I t  i s  a b ig  n ig h t  f o r  h e r .

W ith  much bow ing o f  h e e d s  to  th e  w e l l - s c ru b b e d  ta ta m i  f l o o r ,  th e  fo rm a l

i n t r o d u c t i o n s  a r e  m ade, and th e  y su  I d a - s a n  and. th e  young g i r l ,  Tomeko, m eet 
T here  i s  p o l i t e  c h a t t e r  and laug jS here  i x x tx i k  cups o f  

f o r  th e  f i r s t  t im e ,  w ith  a h a l f - d o z e n  p e o p le  lo o k in g  o n . /  O v e r / te a  and a  v a s t  
a s s o r t e d  e d ib l e s

q u a n t i t y  o f  and  ab o u t 2 h o u rs  l a t e r ,  th e  p a r t y  d is b a n d s .

xJOasxxsLxtxdxy^xtenthxnanntmef^iispBn The n e x t  d a y , I - s a n  and Tomeko a re

su p p o sed  to  h av e  a day  t o g e t h e r  -  a lo n e  -  and  th e  fo l lo w in g  d a y , Mr. I  comes

to  r e p o r t  to  th e  Y am adas, bilfc b e fo r e  h e  even  a r r i v e s  t h e  Y’ s and th e  g i r l ’ s

a u n t a r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t th e  w edd ing  d a t e .  When I - s a n  comes t o  t e l l t h e  Yr s t h a t

he i s  p le a s e d  w i th  th e  g i r l ,  he i s  o n ly  c o n f irm in g  a f a c t  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  t a k e n  
When he a sk s  w hat h i s  n e x t  move s h o u ld  b e , th e  Y s w a s te  no t im e .  . 

f o r  g r a n te d .  “Tomeko and h e r  f a m ily  c a n n o t come HpxagB±nxaaB*iifli a l l  th e  way

from  S h ikoku  a g a in  to o  e a s i l y , 1* ML Y. t e l l s  I - s a n ,  ,!I  t h in k  i t  b e s t  I f  you
make y o u r  engagem ent f o r m a l . ’* How w ould t h i s  Sunday b e ? ” And s o ,  2 days a f t e r  

xB&nandafcn
th e y  f i r s t  m e t, Tomeko and. Mr. I .  become e n g ag e d .

Hot a l l  m atch es  p ro c e e d  so  sm o o th ly  o r  w ith  q u i t e  su c h  a l a c t i t y .

-xxxtxksm
sw eet b ean  p a s t e  c a k e s ,  -  These w ere g i f t s  to  th e  Y am adas, whonhnd

xaxnxngnd nftaxnx sqximb kisp  mTirthi a njxn®np0jstribzsm mfaxifismxid 
w o r th le s s n e s s ,  a s  a to k e n  o f  a p p r e c i a t i o n  foioithBffirnBtff

;:piMiasm
Ty The Yamadas ha



<end* f o r  I - s a n ,  a l ' t h o * t h i s  m e e tin g  came t o  a s u c c e s s f u l  c o n c lu s io n ,  he  had  h ad
tw ic e  .

3 p r e v io u s  m e e tin g s  w hich  h a d  ended  i n  p o l i t e  r e f u s a l s  from  th e  young l a d i e s ,  
i n  a  h u r r i e d  r e t r e a t  h im s e l f  from  a M other hom ely c a n d i d t a t e .

and once fb B ta h n b B b E b p b x h ite b if . , ib?.cn
u n s u c c e s s f u l  m e e tin g , o r  o m ia i,' th e  Y*s -  a n x io u s  t o  h e lp  t h e i r  young f r  e , 
•fc-HmeTy yhrehfriflnFfry fr~bmT In n yffig tag lixtrfaBX;^Bxfe©nn23X®HB xhghgnbnm nf mn.XB QneiQnB 
would b e g in a  new s e a rc h  f o r  an  e l i g i b l e  young l a d y .

I n  J a p a n , one n e v e r  knows th ro u g h  w hat s t r a n g e  m eans snntexaxraEBising one w il  

f i n d  a m a te . U f  t h e r e  i s  ' W  -  o r  i f  th e  f a t e s '  d e c re e  t Two n e o p le  a lm o s t 

ufeknown to  y o u , m ig h t a t  some s t r a n g e  p la c e  be d e te rm in in g  y o u r  f a t e .  1 Hhxk 

once h e a rd  2 women t a l k i n g  a s  th e y  w a i te d  t h e i r  t u r n  w ith  a m asseu ee . Tea h a d

b e e n  se rv e d  to  th o s e  who w a i te d ,  and as  th e y  s ip p e d  t h e i r  t e a ,  th e  two women 

ix k k ed x  who m et o n ly  o c c a s io n a l ly  when t h e i r  p a th s  c ro s s e d  i n  th e  s i t t i n g  room 

o f  th e  m a s se u se , began  to  t a l k  o f many th in g s .  T a lk  v e e re d  from  th e  w e a th e r
* |  | | \ Ili1 | SS I i|; ffi I | ||

t o  t h e i r  r e s p e c t iv e  c h i l d r e n ,  fend th e n ,  a s  a lm o st i n e v i t a b l y  h ap p en s  w henever 

' 2 J .  women m eet -  t o  v a r io u s  s M M B ir a i ig x  s in g l e  men o r women e l i g i b l e  f o r  

m a r r ia g e .  A lm ost l i k e  m a tc h in g  a Ja c k  in  one hand w i th  a  Queen i n  a n o th e r ,  

v i t a l  s t a t i s t i c s  a r e  q u ic k ly  com pared . Age» O c cu p a tio n ?  F am ily  b ack g ro u n d ?  W

E d u c a tio n  * I f  th e  s t a t i s t i c s  m atch  f  a i r l y  w e ll  -  p h p to g rp h s  a r e  n e x t  e sch a n g ed ,

and Th en  t h a t  t e s t  i s  s u c c e s s f u l l y  p a s s e d  -  th e n  th e  a l l - im p o r t a n t  o m ia i 
One o f
T hese two wOmen Bnxpscmgdx h ad  a  young b a n k e r  lo o k in g  f o r  a w i f e .  How f o r t u n a t i*

% y , th e  o th e r  j u s t  knew o f  a young g i r l  who h ad  h e r  h a r t  s e t  on a young b a n k e r?  

But can  she p la y  the  p ia n o ?51 The young b a n k e r  w an ts  a w ife  who can  p la y  th e

p i a n o . . ” and so th e  c o n v e r s a t io n  spun  i t s e l f  o u t  -  iraxb® and en d ed  w ith p ro m .se s

fcxxffrom  e ac h  p a r t y  to  u n c o v e r  m ore in f o r m a t io n  from  th e  p r i n c i p l e s  and t o  t r y  to

s e c u re  p h o tg g rp p h s .

i  have ' h eard - M rs,, .J*,. I n  Ja p a n , any  u n a t ta c h e d  in d iv i d u a l

i s  a  com m odity f o r  s a l e .  I  h ave  h e a rd  M rs. Y. p i a  a sk  p l a i n t i v e l y ,  xsxtihmaghnBhe 

hndnxnne ”B on! t  you n e ed  any b r i d e s ?  Weknow so, many n ic e  young l a d i e s ? ” I t  was 

a lm o s t a s  th o u g h  she h ad  an  o v e r - s u p p ly  o f  e g g s , and w an ted  to  d is p o s e  o f  them  

b e fo re  th e y  s p o i le d .  A l l  young women i n  J .  assum e t h a t  th e y  w ill*  e v e n tu a l ly  m a rry . ‘ 

F o r one t h in g ,  moxiixg±n±©xnimn i t  i s n ’ t  a s  e a s y  f o r  a woman to  go i n t o  a c a r e e r  i n  

J a p a n , f o r  i t  i s  a. h ig h ly  p o p u la te d  c o u n try  an d  th e r e  a r e  e n u f f  men to  crow d them  

o u t  o f  m ost jo b s .  A woman, i n  J ,  i s  s t i l l  e x p e c te d  to  become f i r s t  -  a  h b u s w i f e



arid a * m o th e r, and  I f  she c an  f i t  a c a r e e r  i n t o  t h a t  -  f i n e .  G i r l s  a re  r e a r e d  

w i th  m a r r ia g e  a s  th e  u l t i m a t e  g o a l ,  and gimlbxb young m a rria g l& b e  g i r l s  a r e  a l ­

ways w e l l -  p r e p a r e d ,  n o t  o n ly  t x x  th ro u g h  t r a i n i n g ,  b u t  w ith  a  s e t  ’o f goo d  p o r ­

t r a i t s  r e a d y  fo r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  a t  th e  p ro p e r  moment.

B e fo re  th e  w a r , m ost young p e o p le  l e f t  th e  s e l e c t i o n  of a m ate to  
w i th  s e p .  s c h o o l s ,  and l i t t l e ,  o r  no in fo rm a l  d a t i n g ,  

t h e i r  p a r e n t s ,  f o r / t h e r e  were few o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  them  t o  m eet a n d 'm in g le 'w i th

th e  o p p o s i te  s e x ,  Today, h o w ev er, y s s  more and m ore p e o p le  a r e  m a rry in g  t h r u 1 

so  c a l l e d  f,lo v e  m a tc h e s tf ina w h ich  th e  g o -b e tw een  h a s  become a m ere f o r m a l i t y .  

H ow ever, t h e r e  a re  s t i l l  a good num ber o f  Tio m ia i fl w here young p e o p le  a r e  i n t r o ­

duced  by m eans o f a  g o -b e tw e en  o r b a is h a k u - n in ;

In  th e  c a se  o f  Tomeko and Mr. I d a ,  i t  a l l  came a b o u t wksm b ecau se , fom eko1s ■ 

f a t h e r  came t o  v i s i t  h i s  s i s t e r  in  Tokyo one d a y , and s a i d ,  !IIo u  know, 

t h in k  o f  p u t t i n g  my y o u n g e s t d a u g h te r  a w a y .11

I  m ust



I | | . ;
1 have a d a u g h te r  t o  p u t  aw ay. . .  ”

One h o t  n ig h t  i n  A u g u s t, a  p e r s p i r i n g  young man d r e s s e d  a s  f o r ­

m a lly  as i s  p o s s ib l e  i n  T okyo’ s summer h e a t ,  a r r i v e d  a t  th e  home o f  

±r, and  h r s * ^  • He was accom pan ied  by h i s  m o th e r , who 3aadnanEnio|i±nsh-

ednsnxnvBimrjm rn i n - o r d e r  to  b e  d r e s s e d  p r o p e r l y  f o r  th e  o c c a s io n ,
w ore

M HXxdr^xsLiijd^xxbM xbkbElltobddm aiifixx h e r  fo rm a l c r e s t e d  b la c k  kim ono

and $aEks±  c o a t ,  and  of —c o u r s e .was bound up i n  a t  l e a s t  3 y a rd s  o f

h e a v y  b ro c a d e  by  th e  o b i  she  wore a ro u n d  h e r  w a i s t .  They c a r r i e d  w ith  
s q u a re

th em  a / s i l k  f u r o s h i k i  i n  w h ic h  tfesy  w ere  w rapped  a  l a r g e  box o f  f r u i t

and  a box o f  sw ee t b e an  c a k e s  — g i f t s  f o r  th e  Y’ s ,  w hich  w ere b r o ’t
amid much bow ing

u n o b t r u s iv e ly  to  th e  k i t c h e n  and p r e s e n te d /w i th  a p o lo g ie s ? f o r  t h e i r  

o x ^ r th le s s n e s s . The young man, Mr, I ,  and  h i s  m o th e r  w ere u s h e re d

iferaaiaxM nm m jkn xbHjpxbacbKfex to  th e  u p s t a i r s  s i t t i n g  room

and then w ere a sk e d  t o  w a i t .

About 10 m in u te s  l a t e r  a young g i r l  o f  X  ^  a r r i v e d ,  accom pan ied  

by  h e r  m o th e r , h e r  s i s t e r  and h e r  s i s t e r ’ s h u sb a n d . The young g i r l  

ond h e r  m o th e r  h ad  j u s t  a r r i v e d  fro m  S h ik o k u  (a b o u t a  17 h o u r  t r i p )  

a  few  d ays b e f o r e .  A lso  p r e s e n t  f a s  a M rs. 0 # th e  a u n t o f  th e  young 

g i r l ,  xhabfl&xbxb and a c lo s e  f r i e n d  of th e  Y’s .

At ab o u t 8 :0 0  p .m . -  th e s e  two p a r t i e s  w ere b r o u g h t to g e th e r  i n  

th e  n e a t  t  a  t  ami -m at he d room  on th e  2nd f l o o r .  T here  was an  e la b o r a te  

exchange o f g r e e t i n g s ,  much bow ing to  th e  f l o o r  snxkKussxxx, and f o r  

th e  f i r s t  t im e  i n  h i s  l i f e ,  th e  young man, Mr, I .  l a i d  e y e s  on th e  

young g i r l  (Tomeko) fjggmxM who h ad  come from  ^ h ik o k u . T h is  was t h e  

e v e n in g  o f  A ugust 5>th. T hree  days l a t e r ,  on th e  a f te r n o o n  o f  A ugust 8 th  

th e  young c o u p le  became f o r m a l ly  e n g a g e d , th u s  b r in g in g  to  a  s u c c e s s ­

f u l  c o n c u ls io n  thaxfirx tx feaxdxhxbjtbm lH b^babxIbm bgbliig& xbhlbhb  

a n o th e r  fo rm a l Ja p a n e se  Om iai -  ( o r  m e e t in g ) ,

xi±naMntoBggann±nxnxnxnxnxAMa3^Aiwhanx A lth o u g h  th in g x  e v e n ts
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to o k  p la c e  a t  a  p r e t t y  f a s t  c l i p  once th e  Om iai to o k  p l a c e , . . t h e

prEpbrht mongnjSBgnftpr nfctehnxmEQMunxhja^xnxira j^t& a~-that b rguph t

th e s e  two p e o p le  t o g e t h e r  h ad  b e en  i n  m o tio n  s in c e  ________

a c t u a l l y ,  t h e  w hole b u s in e s s  was s e t  i n  m o tio n  a s  e a r l y  a s  I * '1

when t h e  g i r l 1 s f a t h e r  to o k  a t r i p  t o  Tokyo to  v i s i t  th e  a u n t ,

^ r s  * 0.

nI  w ould  l i k e  to  p u t  away my y o u n g e s t d a u g h te r ,  Tomeko, 11
\  ' 1 % y y . a l r e a d y

he h ad  s a i d  w i th  th e  w e a r ie d  hope o f  a f a t h e r  who h a d  np u t  aw ay”

( t h i s  i s  a l i t e r a l  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  th e  Ja p a n e se  nk a ta z u k e r u n w hcih

i s  u se d  to  i n d i c a t e  m a r r ia g e )  f o u r  o th e r  d a u g h te r s ,  i n  She h ad

e v id e n t ly  b een  a p ro b lem  fro m  t h e  tim e  o f  he r  b i r t h ,  f o r  a l r e a d y
in g e n u o u s ly  h c p é € u l 'ly

b u rd e n e d  w i th  f i v e  d a u g h te r s ,  he had /nam ed  h e r  "Tomeko11 -  w h ich
and  e v id e n t ly s  su  c e e s s f u l

a c t u a l l y  m eans "S to p " -  i n  th e  s im p le /h o p e  t h a t  th e  name w ould  

somehow be t r a n s l a t e d  i n to  a c t u a l i t y .  -

Now i t  i s  b o th  a N c h a l le n g e  and  an  h o n o r ¡ t o  be p r e s e n te d  w i th  

thM npruhXnmn© noman^nsoidm: su c h

th e  p ro b le m  o f an  u n m a rr ie d  fem ale . - -  o r. m ale  -  f o r  X—t h i n k  e v e ry  

J a p a n e se  -  b a s i c a l l y  p o s s e s s e s  th e  i n h e r e n t  m ak ings o f  a g o -b e tw e e n , 

(one  o f  t h e s e  i s  a l i v e l y  c u r i o s i t y  ab o u t - p e r  s o n a i  s t a t i s t i c s 1 -  

xgm H sriixnidxh "E xcuse me, b u t  how o ld  a re  y o u ? n i s  a  q u e s t io n  xnkad  

a tan sd ix  i n v a r i a b l y  a sk e d  o f  any unam m ried i n d i v i d u a l ,  som etim es a s  

soon  a s  5 o r  10 m in u te s  a f t e r m e e t in g  a t o t a l  s t r a n g e r .  And a lw ays 

b e h in d  t h i s  q u e s t io n  i s  th e  th o u g h t  o f  f i n d in g  a  s u i t a b l e  m a te . /  /  

ifx a x $ n z E « x  H ie s i s t e r ,  M rs, Okuda, r o s é  n o b ly  to  th e  o c c a s io n ,v ;  

and  p ro m p tly  b r o * t  h e r  p ro b le m  t o  h e r  f r i e n d s ,  H r, snd ijr s .  X.

M0M nfesn^aa^]^tóm ® nxhaB„^dh^p|iX H ^xhfinM 3SQ8Ìd;3fìg: The Y’ s w ere

d e l i g h t e d .  They h a d  justcnonpiiryB ?n c o m p le te d  a  t h i r d  u n s u c c e s s f u l

o m ia i f o r  a young man who h ad  b e en  lo o k in g  f o r  a  u h i f e  f o r  

th e  p a s t  2 y e a r s .
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"-l-t h a s -b e e n  e s p e c i a l l y  h a rd  t o  f i n d  a  w ife  f o r  h im , “ M rs. y

v e x p la in e d ,  ”B ecause of* h is  s i  «?+•<=> r> <3 ** w « , _* ox nxs s i s - c e r s .  *ou s e e ,  h e  h a s  3 u n m a rr ie d

s i s t e r s ,  and one o f  them  h a s  h ad  i n f a n t i l e  p a r a l y s i s , ”

J t o t  s u r e l y ,  e v e ry o n e  knows t h a t  i s n ’t  i n h e r i t e d , ” i  s a i d ,

know, I^ rs , Y# s ig h e d ,  B ut s t i l l ,  no young g i r l  w an ts  to

be b u rd e n e d  w ith  Xhxb±h®h±bxbf a  s e m i- in v a l id  s i s t e r - i n - l a w ,  When

t h e r e  a r e  e th e r  young men who ,donrt  h av e  such p ro b le m s . ”

From th e  v e ry b e g in n in g ,  th o s e  who a r r a n g e d  t h i s  m atch  e re

m ost h o p e fu l .  For one t h i n g ,  b o th  were C h r i s t i a n s  and b o th  so u g h t

C h r i s t i a n  m a te s . F o r a n o th e r ,  R ev,Y . h ad  b a p t i s e d  th e  young man

i n  u q e s t io n ,  a s  w e lla s  th e  f a t h e r  o f  th e  young g i r l  -  a m ost

o f r t u n a t e  s e t  o f  c i r c u m s ta n c e s .

M rs. Okuda s e t  to  work w ith  th e  z e a l  o f  a  d e d ic a t e d  s o u l .

She p ro m p tly  a c q u i r e d  a  s e t  o f  p e r s o n a l  s t a t i s t i c s  fro m  SraiHkx h e r  '

c e ,  omeko. T h is  in c lu d e d  su c h  v i t a l  s t a t i s t i c s  a s  a g e , sc h o o lin g

g r a d e s ,  a f e l l  d e s c r ip t io n  o f th e  g i i l ' s  te ^ c fe ia g  e x p e r ie n c e s  a s  a
h e r  t a l e n t s ,

k in d e r g a r t e n  t e a c h e r , /  p lu s  a r o s t e r  o f  h e r  f a m i ly ,  t r e e s  -

And w i th  t h i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  came th e  i n e v i t a b l e  p h o to g ra p h . (B very

young J .  g i r l  h a s  an  ”o m ia i” p h o to g ra p h  i n  r e d d in e s s  f o r  su c h  em er­
g e n c ie s  . ) ” . fV~

j wm A jf  ¿L I (4' ,
T hese  w ere  ta k e n  by  M rs. 0 an d  M rs. J .  t o  Mr . J- a t  h i s  home

som etim e i n  Ju n e , f o r  h i s  i n s p e c t io n  and a p p r o v a l .  He a p p ro v e d , and

as  an  e x p r e s s io n  o f  t h i s  a p p ro v a l ,  he b ro u g h t o v e r a  p h o to g ra p h  o f

h im s e l f  and h i s  own " p e r s o n a l  h i s t o r y "  -  w r i t t e n  i n  b l a c k  surni in k

on  w h ite , r i c e  p a p e r .  He was a g r a d u a te  o f  C o l le g e ,  he  was 33

he w orked a t  w i th a ^ s a la r y  o f  , h i  smokes b u t

d o e s n 't  d r i n k . . .
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and w i th  some r e l u c t a n c e ,  I  s u p p o s e , w ro te  o f  h i s  l i v i n g  w i th  h i s  
widowed
m o th e r , and 3 u n m a rr ie d  s i s t e r s *

S h o r t ly  t h e r e a f t e r ,  M rs , 0 , came t o  th e  Y 's  w ith  th e  news t h a t  

Tomeko was a t t e n d i n g  a c o n f . o f  k , t e a c h e r s  i n  K yoto i n  % igH st, and 

t h a t  sh e  w ould be a b le  to  e x te n d  h e r  t r i p  b y  a n o th e r  8 h o u rs  t o  come 

to  ^okyo to  m e e t.^ r*  I .  She wouLd b e  a c c 1 d o f  c o i r s e  by  h e r  m other*

A d a t e  was s e t  f o r  th e  m e e tin g  -  Au g u s t  5 th *  -  and t h e r e  fo l lo w e d  

a  p e r io d  o f  w a i t in g .

As Aug. 5 t h  drew c l o s e r ,  M rs. 0 9 made s e v e r a l  t r i p s  to  v i s i t  

th e  I ’s t o  d is c u s s  th e  d e t a i l s  o f  th e  m e e tin g , ^he w ould  come e a r ly  

on th e  m o rn ing  o f  th e  5 th  t o  h e lp  c le a n  th e  h o u se  a r& .fto r any  n e c e s s -  

a ry  p r e p a r a t i o n s .

On th e  d a y  b e fo re  th e  C^miai, Tomeko*s m o th e r &ame to  v i s i t  

th e  Y* s .  bhe b r o * t  w ith  h e r  a g i f t  o f  2 l a r g e  d r i e d  c u t t l e f i s h , 'u s e d  

i n  J .  homes to  make soup s to c k ,  \ J ,  g iv e  m ost p r a c t i c a l ,  g i f t s  }.

She e x p la in e d  t h a t  h e r  d a u g h te r  was c lu m sy , i l l - t r a i n e d  and hom ely , 

t h a t  she w ould l i k e ' t h e  Y! s t o  m ee t h e r  o n ce , s o  th e y  w ould  n o t  be 

sh o ck ed  by h e r  c ru d e  c o u n try  m a n n e rs .

The day  o f  th e  b ig  m e e tin g  was one o f  th e  h o t t e s t  o f  t h e  summer* 

But from  e a r l y  t h a t  m o rn in g  M rs. Y, b eg an  to  p r e p a r e  f o r  t h e  e v en ­

in g  m e e tin g , MxxxXxx The h o u se  was sw e p t and sc ru b b e d  ( and t h i s  

m eans g e t t i n g  down on h an d s and k n ees  w i th  a b u c k e t  and r a g )  W ater 

was s c p r i n k l e d  a t  th e  f r o n t  g a te w a y , and ^ r s . Y, s p e n t  m ost o f  th e  

m o rn in g  c h o p p in g  xogn an d  c o o k in g  V e g e ta b le s  to  make o s u s h i  ( z 

a  d i s h  of v in e g a r e d  r i c e  i n  w h ich  a l l  k in d s  o f  cooked  v e g e t ­

a b le s  i s  ad d ed  and m ix ed ) E a r ly  i n  th e  a f te r n o o n ,  M rs, Okuda came 

r e d - f a c e d  and p e r s p i r i n g ,  t o  h e lp  w ith  th e  p r e p a r a t i o n s ,  ^he .

m e e tin g  was t o  ta k e  p la c e  i n  th e  u p s t a i r s  s i t t i n g  room , and % s ,

0» s p e n t  a t  l e a s t  2 h o u rs  sw eep ing  and s c ru b b in g  th e  t a t  am i, . - h e



- 5 -

■book •»••Km s e v e r a l  t r i p s  to  th e  m a rk e t f o r  ^ rs .,  Y. W ho c a n * t  wik&k

b e c a u se  o f  h e r  r h u m .) b r in g in g  b a c k  K a ru p is  ( a  p o p u la r  c o ld  d r in k

i n  J . ) ,  sw ee t b ean  p a s t e  c a k e s ,  and s a l t e d  r i c e  c a k e s .

In  Ja p an  fo o d  and h o s p i t a l i t y  and  p r a c t i c a l l y  synonym ous.

SOnsnsiciEB. And th e  g e n e r a l  id e a  i s  t h a t  th e  g r a n t  nmfchon&monniinofl

SnHdxi$hB.XByanE d e g re e  o f  h o s p i t a l i t y  i s  m easu red  by th e  amount o f

fo o d  p r e s e n te d .  T h u s , ixhsoceeven  i n  a  s h o r t  m o rn in g 1 s v i s i t ,  1 1 h ave

b e e n  o f f e r e d  a q u ic k  s u c c e s s io n  of. i c e  c ream , c h i l l e d  f r e s h  p e a c h ,  
ap p ea r..n g  l i k e  c o u rs e s  a t  a  d in n e

ic e d  t e a  and f r e n c h  p a s t r y .  And f o r  so m e th in g  a s  im p o r ta n t  as an  

o m ia i ,  th e  e f f o r t  i s  d o u b le d .

A s h o r t  w h ile  a f t e r  th e  2 p a r t i e s  g o t t o g e t h e r ,  I  (©ould h e a r  

t h e  sound of. l a u g h t e r  d r i f t i n g  down to  my room on th e  f i r  i t  f l o o r .  

When M rs. Y;- came i n t o  th e  k i t c h e n  a b o u t 8 : 00, I  nosnsndnhnxnfion  

£  g o t th e  f i r s t  r e p o r t  on th e  p r o c e e d in g s .  

uHow is  i t  g o in g ?11 I  w h is p e re d .

She s m ile d  h a p p i ly ,  “They a r e  a l l  v e ry  r e l a x e d .  E veryone i s  

t a l k i n g  f r e e l y  and w i th  a  l i g h t  h e a i r t .  I  t h i n k  i t  w i l l  go w e l l .

Then b e g a n  th e  p r o c e s s io n  o f  e d i b l e s . . .  F i r s t  c o ld  k a ru p is u  

( th e  sw eet m ilk y  lo o k in g  d r in k )  f o r  by t h a t  t im e ,  e v e ry o n e  was 

a b o u t t o  p e r i s h  from  th e  h e a t ,  ,!The b r o t h e r - i n - l a w  h a s  n o t  p u t  

down h i s  f a n  once,** Mpg# Y. in fo rm e d  me w i th  a s y m p a th e tic  sijsjjg. 

T hen , f>ig p l a t e  f u l l s  o f  th e  o s u s h i  s p r in x l e d  w i th  d r i e d  seaw eed 

and sw e e te n e d  ggg and  r e d  g in g e r ,  a bow l o f  c o ld  n o o d le s  w i th  f r e s h  

g i n g e r ,  s l i c e d  p e a c h e s ,  and th e  s w e e t  b e a n  p a s t  c a k e s  and r i c e  

c a k e s .  A l l  t h i s  o n ly  2 h o u rs  a f t e r  d in n e r .

By 9:00 t h e  p a r t y  d is b a n d e d , am id much p o l i t e  c h a t t e r  and bow­

in g ,  and  o n ly  S r s . 0. s ta y e d  b e h in d  t o  in d u lg e  in  th e  lu x u ry  o f  

a b a th  and p o s t - o m ia i  c h a t t e r .  She s a t  a t  t h e  l i t t l e  t a l b e  i n
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th e  k i t c h e n  w i t h ' t h e  Y1 s ,  and  ¥ c o u ld  g e t  a  few s t r a y  w is p s  o f  t h e i r  

c o n v e r s a t io n .

f,Have j u s t  a  l i t t l e  more o so b a  ( c o ld  n o o d l e s ) , 51 M rs. was 

u r g in g ,  and  M rs. 0 . w o u ld  s a y ,  “w e l l ,  j u s t  a l i t t l e ” . A f te r  t h a t ,  

th e y  h ad  some c o ld  r i c e  on w h ich  th e y  p o u re d  t e a , ' w ashing  th e  w hole 

b u s in e s s  down w ith  some p i c k l e d  20a e g g p la n t .

®hEBomfcn±fcaHsnx They w ere i n  h ig h  s p i r i t s ,  Sfekyx “Toiaeko-san 

t o l d  me how n ic e  she t h o T t  m r, I ’ s nr t h e r  w a s ,” M rs, o f f e r e d .

l!And th e y  a l l  t a lk e d  so  f r e e l y , ” s a i d  Mr s  # 0 # “How, i i n c e  T. 

i s  g o in g  home on th e  1 1 th ,  i f  t  e y  c o u ld  announce t h e i r  engagem ent 

a b o u t th e  8 .th , *•

And so  th e  t a l k  w ent -  is n x ite x  No one seem ed to  d o u b t f o r  a 

moment t h a t  th e  w edding w ould t a k e  p l a c e .

Tie fo l lo w in g  d a y , i t  h ad  b e e n  d e c id e d  t h a t  th e  co u p le  w ould  be 

g iv e n  an  o p p o r tu n i ty  t o  m eet a lo n e .  A t r i p  to  & n e a rb y  p a rk  was 

s u g g e s te d ,  a f t e r  w hich  th e y  w ere to . go t o  Tomeko’ s s i s t e r 1s home 

n e a rb y .  A l l  day  dti th e  Y! s ,  t h e r e  was f r e q u e n t  t a l k  o f  th e  c o u p le .  

hi  w onder how i t  i s  g o i  g . . 1 hope i t  d o e s n ’ t  r a i n . . . ”

1 , f o r  o n e , was g r e a t l y  r e l i e v e d  t h a t  th e y  w ere g iv e n  t h i s  one 

d a y . t o g e t h e r ,  f o r  e a r l y  p la n s  p r e c lu d e d  feven t h i s .  I  h ad  b e e n  

h o r r i f i e d .  “B ut th e y  sh o u ld  be g iv e n  a t  l e a s t  a d a y  a l o n e , ” I  had 

p r o t e s t e d ,  And th e  Y s h ad  a g re e d .  Mr. Y# h ad  t h o ’ t  th e y  m ig h t go 

o f f  t o  th e  c o u n try  som ew here, b u t  M rs. Y, was more p r a c t i c a l ,  nBut 

i t  w i l l  be h o t  no m a t t e r  w here  th e y  g o . I f  i t  w ere I ,  I ’d go t o  

T. D p p t. S t o r e .  I t ’s a i r  c o n d i t io n e d ,  and th e y  c o u ld  s i t  down on one 

o f  th e  s t o r e  h c n e h c e s  and t a l k  u n t i l  th e  s t o r e  c lo se d .* (l

The f o i l  owing d a y , th e  c o u p le  met a t  t h e  home o f th e  young man, 

and  th e n ,  th e  young man came to  th e  Y’s to  r e p o r t .  He
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was p le a s e d  w ith  th e  young g i r l .  (He &Mn&iixaxy w a sn *t  a s  e n t h u s i a s t i c

a b o u t th e  g i r l  as  she  was a b o u t him  . . . )  What s h o u ld  h e  do h n e x t?

The Y s a d v is e d  him  t h a t  i t  would be a good t h in g  f o r  them

to  announce t h i e r  engagem ent p ro m p tly  an d  t o  b r in g  th in g s  t o  a h e ad

a s  so o n as  p o s s i b l e .  " A f te r  a l l ,  " th e y  a d d ed , "T hey ’ve come a lo n g

w ay, and  i t  w ould b e  n ic e  i f  you  c o u ld  save  them  a n o th e r  t r i p  up h e re
cerem ony

b y th a v in g  th e  engagem ent am m im sm ecH t t a k e  p la c e  now ." rf h i s  w as 2 days 

a f t e r  he  h a d  m et th e  young  g i r l !

How ever, th e  young man had  g r e a t  f a i t h  i n  Mr. Y. H is a t t i t u d e  was 

s i ¿ p l y ,  "AW hytever you  s a y . . . "

And so  on  th e  a f t e r n o o n  o f  th e  8 t h ,  1 h e a rd  th e  d o o r b e l l  r i n g ,  

and  s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ,  t h e r e  was th e  sound  o f  v o ic e s  s in g in g  h$mns 

and th e  en g ag em en t cerem ony was u n d e r way. T h is  w as fo llo w e d  a g a in  

by t e a  -  and san d w ich es  (w h ic h , i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  X h a d  h M p ed  M rs. Y 

make d u r in g  th e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  th e  m o rn in g ) -  and when a l l  was o v e r ,  9 

M rs. 0 . sh e d  t e a r s  o f  jo y .

T here  rem a in ed  now, o n ly  th e  s e t t i n g  o f th e  w ddding d a t e .  The 

g i r l 1 s m o ther w an ted  t o  w a i t  t i l l  M arch -  so she  c o u ld  t e a c h  h e r  

d a u g h te r  some se w in g , e t c . . .  b u t  i f  th e  g o -b e tw e en s  and th e  a u n t  h av e  

t h e i r  way -  i t  may be a o th e r  s t o r y .  As M rs. 0 .  t a l k e d  w ith  th e  Y’ s 

X couH  h e a r  h e r  s a y in g ,  "November w ould be a n ic e  m onth f o r  th e  

m a r r ia g e ,  d o n 11 you  t  ink*"



II
I  HAVE A DAUGHTER TO PUT AWAY

One day  i n  May, Mr» M ^ f t r a v e l le d  from  th e  i s l a n d  o f  S h ik o k u  
and a m a r r ie d  d a u g h te r

J a p a n , to  v i s i t  h i s  s i s t e r / i n  Tokyo, AmnngxthK When he giatxiuanuBOc 
home

»fjcgy r e t u r n e d /  a  week l a t e r ,  and was asked  "by h i s  f a m ily  w h a t he  

h ad  d o n e , he sh ru g g e d ,

,f I  p la y e d  ug o lr w i th  my s o n - i n - l a w ,u he  an sw ered  d r ^ ly .

But a s  m a t t e r s  l a t e r  d e v e lo p e d , he  had  in d e e d  done a  g r e a t

d e a l  m pre . He "hp^ -found a h u sband  f o r  h i s  y o u n g e s t  SsxoakBt^x
o th e r

Among th e  t h in g s ,h e  h a d  s a i d  t o  h i s  s i s t e r | ,  ib$d>Hlhdh±]bkfexbtob

p s f e ; '1 w i t  h  th e  som ewhat we a re  d
p u t  away

hope o f  a  f a t h e r  who h a s  a l r e a d y  fo u r  d a u g h te r s .  (The J .
■ | I — I i I jlIim ®  ̂ 1 | •

te rm  t o  i n d i c a t e  m a r r ie d ,  d a u g h te r  -  m eans l i t e r a l l y ,  “t o  p u t  away, )

11 You know, I  m u st b e g in  to  t h i n k  o f  1 p u t t i n g  •«Temeko away. He s ig h e d

a t  th e  t h o u g h t .  She h ad  b een  one d a u g h te r  more t h a n  he had  w a n te d ,

and f e e l i n g  u t t e r l y  o v e rb u rd e n e d  and  d e f e a t e d ,  he  h ad  h o p e f u l ly  named

h e r  Tomeko ( Tomeru m ean ing  “to  s t o p 11) -  ainsnmBxnhajshxbvxlkIbnfatiff 
i n  a n  in g en u o u s  b u t ,

uitaElKftfidxsKiifin s n x e v id e n t ly  s u c c e s s f u l  g e s t u r e ,  ■; /. . , /  n j)Ut ./
t e l l i n g  'T^U " ' ¡1 Z \  ^ .

Uow •Hrsnfng•n -̂mkny^gr'g a  J a p a n e se  woman tsk feax tsd s i o f  an  e l i g b l e  •

m ale o r  fe m a le  i s  l i k e  g l^ ^ ^ h s i^ n x g rE m x S r i^ s iE x n k x  l e a d in g  h e r  to  V

a b a r g a in  c o u n te r  and g iv in g  h e r  a r o l l  o f  y e n , 11 Igbabghx hlbnijggbahd

absbubE bxbf i s  b o th  a  c h a l le n g e  and  a s o u rc e  o f  i n f i n i t e  d e l i g h t ,

.And 1 t h i n k e v e ry  J a p a n e se  woman h a s  I n  h e r  th e  m ak ings o f  a p o t e n t i a l

g o - b e tw e ^ » ^  She c a n n o t hwsx. m ee t an u roaarrls idx  s i n g l e  g i r l  o f

m arria g ijl^ B ^ ^ a g e  w i th o u t  Im m e d ia te ly  w o n d erin g  why s h e ’ s s i n g l e  and

s c o u r in g Jm e r  memory f o r  some e l i g i b l e  b a c h e lo r ,  ShAsxhsnMtesyx Thi.s
m  she  <* -*t ZaJ*] ■

i s  why m fcntrafrfcghxTmrgsn? w i l l -  t h i n k  n o th in g  o f a s k in g  th e , age o f  some
T  I  |  L
-^e t - 'n o t  more th a n  10 m i n u t e S T  And soonyoung la d y

a f t e r ,  she  ^ a y  ISe t e l l i e s ; h e r  o f  a  h i c e  young man she knows and 
A sk in g  h e r  f o r  a  p h o to g ra p h  sh e  mgght show him .• ^  ^ 2 iT $



«about f o l k  a r t ,  and th e  f i r s t  e x h i b i t  w f f o l k  a r t  was f o l lo w e d  by
/> U* J  m A C i f tM s c i11 11

two m o re . G ra d u a l ly ,  t h e 1 p u b l ic  b e g a n  to  ta k e  i n t e r e s t *  D e p a r t­

m ent s t o r e s  w ere w i l l i n g  to  s p o n s o r  e x h i b i t s  o f  f o l k  c r a f t  and 

d e a l e r s  feBgannt«*xhxHXniaaynT^ixBXB3i, a n t i c i p a t i n g  th e  g row ing  dem and, 

b e g an  t o  InyninxaxBHppih. go o u t on b u y in g  t r i p s  in te ^ t f e e  ^ c o u n try s id eSip -m|® 1 (||(5 o. m | ! j II * |§| J
¿nxbxtaB!mxyenrH.xafhenx I n t e r e s t  i n  f o l k  a r t  was d e f i n i t e l y  

g ro w in g , b u t  t h e r e  was s t i l l  no museum. S u d d e n ly , cue d a y ^  i n  

1935, ^ a g o sa b u ro  Oharairi a w e ll-know n  p h i l a n t h r o p i s t  c a l l e d  on

S o e ts u  Y anagi* He h ad  h e a rd  o f  t h e i r  h opes f o r  a  f o l k  a r t  museum 

and h e  would* g iv e  them  th e  fu n d s  to  b u i ld  one* . x ^ "
; 1 -«mli %.y . /*  ’ , .... . J  :!sil •.̂

, Wï*àt- h a d  o n ly  b e e n  a  vague  hope  fi su d d e n ly  

te o k ^ s h a p e ,  a n d 'â  t y p i c a l l y  J a p a n e se  s t r u c t u r e  was e r e c t e d  i n  

^¿eguro-ku Tokyo, to  h o u se  th e  ^ $ lk  a r t  c o l ie  e t io n t  so  c a r e f u l l y  

g a th e r e d  by hr*  Y anag i a n ^ ^ i s - Y ’riend-s*.

Wit h --the” builûing^of--%hra-j3»3^UTgrr The m us eum xBj&na&rixiiJtt and '

' i t s  d i r e c t o r ,  S o e ts u  Y anag i ̂  -became a n a t u r a l  c e n t e r  f o r  a g roup
n o t  o n ly

o f  a r t i s t s ,  a r t i s a n s  and  s c h o la r s  who s h a r e d  & lo v e  f o r  f o l k  a r t  

b u t  a  d e te r m in a t io n  to  se e  t h a t  i t  w ould n o t  d ie  ou t*  G ra d u a l ly ,  

a  f o l k  a r t  movement was o r g a n iz e d ,  nnfenaiissfignrs r  w ith  o v e r  

20 b ra n c h e s  th ro u g h o u t  J a p a n . A inooaB^itoHfoiffliBin An in f o r m a l ,  

i n t im a te  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  i t  h a s  no r i g i d  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  r u l e s ,  b u t 

se e k s  mipxtig m a in ly  to e n c o u ra g e  th e  d ev e lo p m en t o f  l e a d e r s  among 

th e  a r t i s a n s  o f  th e  c o u n t r y s id e ,  i n  an  e f f o r t vnot nenily to preserve
$ , if *but, t o  thonst.nnt4y« im prove th e  q u a l i t y  o f  raim lnham iB62rs.fiii.folk a r t*  

¿nnhiman J u s t  a s  th e  f i n e  o b j e c t s  o f  th e  p a s t  a re -p re 's e rv e d *  

ilU-thejfkilk--aa?-t--miisFug^ a re  e xam ples f o r  th e  p r e s e n t

and th e  f u t u r e ,  Y anag i f e e l s  t h a t  a l l  a r t i s a n s  n eed  and lo o k  

t o  l e a d e r s  to  h e lp  them  m a in ta in  a  h ig h  s ta n d a r d  o f  wok.
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j o r ,  r o s e  n o b ly  t o  t h e  o c c a s io n #  
x jip o n  h e a r in g  o f  h e r  b r o r s p l i g h t

She

•prom ptly  b ro u g h t h e r  p r o b le m 'to  h e r  good f r i e n d s ,  H r. and M rs. Y# 

in  whos-e-.JiQme _l_hav.e b e en  r e n t i n g  a roam . The Y fs w ere  d e l i g h t e d .

f o r  a  young man who had  b e e n  s e a r c h in g  f o r  a w ifd" f o r  t h e  p a s t  2 

y e a r s .

e x p la in e d .  s,You se e  he h a s  3 u n m a rr ie d  s i s t e r s  and a w idowed m o th e r 

l i v i n g  w ith  h im , and t h a t  seems to  f r i g h t e n  , a l l  th e  young g i r l s  

aw ay . 11

To make m a t t e r s  w o sre § , i t  seem ed t h a t  one o f  th e s e  s i s t e r s  

was p a r t i a l l y  p a r a l y z i e d  fro m  i n f a n t i l e  p a r a l y s i s , and a p p a r e n t ly

no one w an ted  to  ta k e  on  a s e m i - i n v a l i d /w i t h  a  new h u sb a n d ,

“Poor Y - s a n ,” ^ r s , Y# w ould  s a y  w i th  a s ig h ,  End t h e n  ad d , 

a s  th o u g h  Im xM snsnxnfm^hxngnfnxxhiEJxnxmiinxi^QXHtBinxnax he w ere

HowWhen M rs. 0# t o l d  th e  Y! s o f  th e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f h e r  n e ic e  

Tomekm, t h e r e  waa a  f e e l i n g  o f  g e n e r a l  r e j o i c i n g  a l l  around*

The young la d y  was a  h a rd -w o rk in g , d sp an d x fe ia , k in d e r g a r te n  t e a c h e r

s e r io u s -m in d e d , and  a C h r i s t i a n .  I - s a n  a l s o  was jL s e r io u s -m in d e d  

h a rd -w o rk in g , and  a C h r i s t i a n ,  F u r th e rm o re , M r. Y , 'k n s x x  hadknow n 

th e  g i r l 1 s f a t h e r  fbiaiaxbatoBbttabx a t  one_. t im e , and  h a d  b e e n  l i k e  a 

f a t h e r  t o  I - s a n .  I t  seem ed a m ost p r o p i t i o u s  m a tc h , and M rs, 0 , 

s e t  t o  work w ith  th e  z e a l  o f  a  d e d ic a te d  s o u l ,  She p ro m p tly  

a c q u ir e d  a  s e t  o f  p e r s o n a l  s t a t i s t i c s  fro m  h e r  n i e c e .  T h is  

in c lu d e d  su c h  v i t a l  s t a t i s t i c s  a s  th e  g i r l 1s a g e , s c h o o l in g ,  g ra d e s  

h e r  e x p ie r e n c e s  a s  a  k in d e r g a r t e n  t e a c h e r s ,  anxiiRiliinaGa h e r  t a l e n t s ,  

(sh e  p la y s  th e  p i a n o ) ,  d a ta  on th e  ages o c c u p a t io n ,  e t c .  • o f h e r  

im m ed ia te  f a m ily ,  and o f  c o u r s e ,  th e  i n e v i t a b l e  p h o to g ra p h , w hich

They h a d  j u s t  c o m p le te d  a  t h i r d  u n s u c c e s s f u l  uo m ia in ( o r  m e e tin g )

' I t  h a s  b e en  e s p e c i a l l y  h a rd  t o  f i n d  a  w ife  f o r  h im , ' 1 Mrs. Y

a lo n g

condem ned t o  d ie  o f v le p r o s y ,  "And h e r s su c h  a  n ic e  young m a n .1'

a l s o



e v e ry  young J .  g i r l  u s u a l ly  h a s  i n  r e a d i n e s s  f o r  j u s t  such  a n  o c c a ­

s i o n .  i n  many c a s e s  w here su c h  s t a t i s t i c s  a re  n o t  so r e a d i l y  a v a i l ­

a b le  and w here th e  g o -b e tw e en  knows l e s s  o f  b o th  p a r i t e s ,  a  fo rm a l
I j....... ..Jr : - . . $ 1|  ̂  u A 11

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  o f t e r n  made by .a s p e c i a l  o rg * n  c a l l e d ___________

They w i l l  s e c u re  any in f o r m a t io n  a  young man may d e s i r e  o f  a  p r o s p e c ­

t i v e  b r i d e 5 u s u a l ly  w r i t i n g  to  th e  g ir l* -s  s c h o o l  f o r  c o p ie s  o f  h e r

r e c o r d ,  when the  s c h o o l  d o e s  no t r e p l y ,  i t  can  be assum ed t h a t  h e r
F e e l in g  t h a t  * o r  d e p r

g r  g ra d e s  w ere  p o o r . /  A t e a c h e r  o r  p r i n c i p a l  can  th u s  a s s u r e /v e

h e r  o f  a good m a r r ia g e  orxdisjs m ost g i r l s  xeebibxh& bih& bx b r in g  f i t t i n g

g i f t s  to  them  a s  th e y  g r a d u a te  and j o i n  th e  m ass o f  e l i g i b l e  f e m a le s ,

Tomeko1 s  p h o to g rap h --an d  p e r s o n a l  s t a t i s t i c s  were th e n  t a k e n

to  Mr , I ! s home by M rs. Y. and M rs. 0, th u s  o p e n in g  fo rm a l n e g o t i a -
th e s e

t i o n s .  Mr. 1 . i n s p e c te d  gndscapnrovggd, and e x p re s s e d  h is  a p p ro b a t io n

by s u b m i t t in g  a  few  s t a t s i t i c s  xnd o f  h i s  own, accom pan ied  by a

p h o to g ra p h  f o r  th e  young g i r l 1 s p e r u s a l .  W r i t te n  on b e a u t i f u l  w h ite
su c h  f a c t s  a s  th e  f o l

r i c e  p a p e r  w ith  a  Ja p a n e se  b r u s h ,  h i s  r e c o r d  r e v e a l e d  th x tx h e  was 

33, was KBD2k±Hgxadbc an  e n g in e e r  w o rk in g  w ith  a co m m u n ica tio n s c o ,

He was a g r a d u a te  o f  th e  B ut s t ir  i  . . _____ C o lle g e . H© l i k e d  t o

.__________ , he smoked m o d e ra te ly ,  b u t  d i d n 11 d r i n k .  And I

su p p o s e , he h ^ d  added  w ith  some r e l u e ta n c e  t h a t  he  l i v e d  >i t h  a 

widowed m otherxH H dx^xnnm anr& s^hin tB X , who o p e ra te d  a s p o r t s  goods 

sh o p , and  3 u n m a rr ie d  s i s t e r s  -  one o f  whom h a d  had  i n f a n t i l e  p a r a l ­

y s i s  ,

5krxSxmiAi2̂ xiiM ^ivm2y n th ± s  H a p p ily , t h i s  d i d n ’ t  seem  t o  d is b u b r  

Tomeko i n  th e  l e a s t .  F u r th e rm o re , . h e r  f a m ily  was v e ry  much im p re s s e d  

w ith  Mr, I 5s b a c k g ro u n d , 11 And, 11 th e  a u n t  c o n f id e d  to  ^ r s  , ; j-hey 

a re  e s p e c i a l l y  p l e a s e d  to  l e a r n  t h a t  th e y  do n o t  come from  a j - in e

o f  fenshm xei;in®np± m e rc h a n ts ,  b u t  fro m  th e  s a m u ra i ( w a r r io r^  c l a s s .

e n t e r p r i s e  wasV o n ly  a p o s t -w a r  em ergency  d ev elopm en t
/

The b u s in e s s



j u s t  a s  i t  had  bee'n f o r  Tomeko’ s f a t h e r .

B o th  f a m i l i e s  seem ed e q u a l ly  m a tch ed  e c o n o m ic a lly  and i n t e l l ­

p r e d i c t  e ach  t im e  she came t o  make a r e p o r t  on any p r o g r e s s .

be g o in g  ter. K yoto f o r  a c o n fe re n c e  e a r l y  i n  A u g u s t, ad d  c o u ld  be 

p e rs u a d e d  to  ta k e  th e  a d d i t i o n a l  7 h o u r  jo u rn e y  to  ^okyo t o  m eet

xxthxhjsbxbifex as h e r  s i s t e r s f s home i n  Tokyo. A ugust 5 t h  was 

s e t  f o r  th e  day  o f  th e  m e e tin g , and  u n t i l  th e n ,  t h e r e  was n o th in g  

more t o  do b u t  to  w a i t .  M uring  t h i s  t im e ,  M rs. 0. made s e v e r a l  

v i s i t s  to  th e  Y* s to  d i s c u s s  d e t a i l s  o f  th e  m e e tin g  -  w hat tim e

and f i n a l l y ,  s u g g e s t in g  t h a t  she  w ould  come t o  h e lp  c le a n  th e  

h ouse  th e  m orn ing  o f  th e  5t h .

On th e  day b e fo r e  th e  O m ia i, fom ekor s m o th e r  scvKiwdv came 

to  make a fo rm a l  c a l l  on  th e  Y : s .  She b ro u g h t  a  g i f t  o f  two

l a r g e  d r ie d  CHtdbhsjfixoh from  S h ik o k u  -  a  p r a c t i c a l  g i f t  i n  v iew  o f 

th e  f a c t  t h a t  sh av ed  b o n i to  i s  u se d  to  make soup  s to c k  i n  a l l  J .  

hom es. She e x p la in e d  t h a t  h e r  d a u g h te r  was c lu m sy , i l l - t r a i n e d ,  

aratx c o u n try  c h i l d ,  who was n o t a t  a l l  p r e t t y *  She w an ted  to  t e l l  

th e  Y’ s b e fo r e h a n d , so  th e y  w ould  n o t be  to o  shocked  th e n e x t  d a y .

fit 6 0 0  p .m  on A ugust 5 t h , / a  perspjfcfeing yExngxBoxx^ d r e s s e d

Be was accom pan ied  by  h i s  m o th e r , who t o  be  d r e s s e d  p r o p e r ly  f o r

and c o a t ,  and was bound  up i n  a t  l e a s t  3 y a rd s  o f  b ro c a d e  o b i  

w rapped a ro u n d  h e r  w a i s t .  They b ro u g h t  w ith  ifcOaem a l a r g e  box  o f

e c t u a l l y ,  nI ’m s u re  i t  i s  g o in g  to  be s u c c e s s f u l , 51 M rs. 0 . w ould

One d a y , she came t o  v i s i t  th e  Y’ s w ith  th e  news t h a t  T , w ould

Mr. T, She w ould be accom panied  by h e r  m o th e r , and w ou ld  s ta y

who w ould come

b o n i to

AUr . 1

as fo rm a l ly  as i s  p o s s ib l e  i n  T okyo’ s summer h e a t ,  a r r i v e d  a t

su c h  a n  a u s p ic io u s  o c c a s io n ,  w ore h e r  fo rm a l c r e s t e d  b la c k  kim ono
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s q u a re  s i l k  f u r o s h i k i .  T hese  w ere b r o ! t  to  th e  k i t c h e n  by  Mr. I .  

unw rapped , and p r e s e t t e d  t o  MpS< amid' much b o ilin g , and a p i t h  

a p o lo g ie s  f o r  t h e i r  w o r th le s s n e s s ,  M r, 1 . and  h i s  m o th e r w ere 

th e n  u s h e re d  i n t o  tk e  u p s t a i r s  s i t t i n g  room  and o f f e r e d  a  bup o f

t e a  w h ile  th e y  w a i te d .

About 10 m in u te s  l a t e r ,  Tomeko a r r i v e d ,  accom pan ied  by  h e r  

m o th e r ,  h e r  s i s t e r  and h e r  s i s t e r !s h u s b a id ,

nHer s i s t e r  i s  th e  a t t r a c t i v e  one in  th e  f a m i l y , u Mr s t  0, h a d

i n  sjje rr t-H jla thers , c h o o s in g  c o o l- lo o k in g  p a s t e  1 c o lo re d  c o t to n s .

At a p p ro x im a te ly  7 ;00 p .m . , Tomeko and  h e r  p a r t y  w ere ta k e n

u p s t a i r s ,  th e  I 1 s made th e  fo rm a l i n t r o d u c t i o n ’s ,  and th e r e  fo l lo w e d

m ash and exchange  o f  p l e a s a n t r i e s  xxxdxrasfe  ^ c c o n p a n ie d  by much
xwwe&ean we 11 sc ru b b e d  

bow ing o f  h e a d s  t o  t h e / t a t a m i  f l o o r .

A xahnx tenhm laxnf^B hxèkB xâxpxiîti e s  I n  a s h o r t  w h ile  th e r e

was much t a l k  and l a u g h t e r .  When M rs. Y, came down to  t h e  k i tc h e n

ab o u t 8:00 to  b r in g  out' th e  r e f r e s h m e n t s ,  I  g o t t h e  f i r s t  r e p o r t

on how th in g s  w ere  p ro c e e d in g .
#

M rs. _Y. s m ile d  h a p p i ly ,  uth e y  a r e  a l l  v e ry  r e l a x e d .  E v ery o n e  

i s  t a l k i n g  f r e e l y  and w i th  a  l i g h t  h e a r t .  T here  i s  m uch l a u g h t e r .  

| |  t h in k  i t  w i l l  go w e l l .  |

T h en , t h e r e  b e g an  th e  p r o c e s s io n o f  e d ib le s  from  the  k i t c h e n
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t o  th e  u p s t a i r s  s i t t i n g  room . In  Ja p an  fo o d  and h o s p i t a l i t y  a r e  \  

synonym ous- th e  g e n e r a l  id e a  b e in g ,  t h a t  th e  g e e a te r  th e  a r r a y  o f

fo o d , th e  g r e a t e r  th e  h o s p i t a li t a l i t y  .Jv Thué', on  one s h o r t  m o rn in g

v i s i t  I  was o f f e r e d  a Q u ick  s u c c e s s io n  o f  i c e  c ream , f r e s h  p each .es>
-J/ V  . . cM■ /  \i c e d  t e a  and f r e n c h  p a s t r y ,  w hfch  a p p e a re d  l i k e  c o u rs e s  i n  a b ig

d i n n e r . !  And f o r  a n y th in g  a s  im p o r ta n t  a s  an  o m ia i ,  th e  e f f o r t  i s  *

tre m e n d o u s , f
& Mrs . 0 J  f

A l l  t h a t  m o rn in g , M rs. - . / h a d  n o t  o n ly  EH isanadnsnin sw ep t anm j
I v

sc ru b b e d  e v e ry  in c h  o f  t h e  h o u se  - in c lu d in g  th e  f r o n t  e n tr a n c e ,  y(KJ
. t S "  _ ..

b u t  h ad  b e en  m ix in g , ch o p p in g  and  c o o k in g  i n  th e  k i t c h e n ,  J  d u r in ,
th e  summer

how, i n  w ith  t h e  j u s t i f i a b l e  p r i d e  o f  a  w e l l - p r e p a r e d  h o s t e s s ,  M rs, 
1 s t  c o ld  g l a s s e s  o f  M a ru p is u .( a  sw ee t m ilk y - lo o k in g  d r in k  pop i n  

Y. p ro d u c e d /b ig  d is h e s  o f  o s u s h i  (v in eg ared ^  r i c e  m ixed  w i th  a v a r i e t y

o f  cooked v e g e ta b le s  )fnrnEi^.nyn®iBBSinniaiihxi.tnEH2aa;QanEH3BBittxgiaxiJnnnof

d e c o r a te d  w ith  e g g , s e a f e e d  an d  r e d  g in g e r .  Then bow ls o f  c o ld
t | ■ . , _, . ,n o o d le s  w i th  s a u c e ,  t e a , ,  sw ee t b e a n  p a s t e  c a k e s ,  and s a l t e d  r i c e

w as so  much
c a k e s .  The am azing  th in g  i s  n o t / t h e  a r r a y ,  xxxumsh a t  th e  f a c t  t h a t  

c o u ld  be
a l l  o f  t h i s  xxx consum ed by th e s e  p e o p le  l e s s  th a n  2 h o u rs  a f t e r  

th e y  h a d  s u p p o s e d ly  h ad  t h e i r  s u p p e r .
. '« f| . t* i ■ -v ' v d, <y

Tomeko r a n  up and down th e  s t e p s  c a r r y in g  up t r a y s  lo a d e d  w ith

fo o d  f o r  M rs, Y. She f e l t  a t  home. Skx On one o f  h e r  t r i p s  to  th e  
w ent so f a r  a s  t o

k i t c h e n ,  s h e /c o n f id e j i  t o  M rs, Y. t h a t  she th o u g h t Mr, i ’ s m o th e r 

was 12su c h  a n ic e  p e r s o n . A l l  was g o in g  w e l l , and e x a c t l y  ha 

s c h e d u le d .
th e

By 9 :0 0  -  th e  p a r t y  b ro k e  u p , a s  do M s fc c i .  g a th e r in g s  i n  m ost 

J ,  hom es, and  o n ly  M rs, 0, re m a in e d  b e h in d  f o r  a q u ic k  p o s t-m o r te m . 

She fc s sa ix  in d u lg e d  i n  th e  lu x u ry  o f  a n o th e r  b a th  ( t h e y ’r e  h a rd  t o  

come by i n  m ost J ,  h o u se s  -  x^hach a r e  w it  c u t b a t h s ) ,  and t h e n  s a t

a sm a ll  sn a c k  o f  c o ld  r i c e  and p ic k le d ,  egg p l a n t .w i t h  H r . '& 

They w ere a l l  i n  h ig h  s p i r i t s ,  ^he m e e tin g  h a d  gone e x c e e d -• /



i n g ly  w e l l .  T h e ir  t a l k  no lo n g e r  b o re  an y  t r a c e s  o f  d o u b t ,  tafc 

w a rs  The b ig g e s t  o b s ta c le  h ad  a l r e a d y  b e e n  s u c c e s s f u l l y  h u r d l e d ,

The th r e e  o f  them  h u d d le d  o v er t e a  and  c o ld  r i c e ,  w ere a l r e a d y  mak­

in g  p la n s  f o r  th e  o f f i c i a l  engagem ent cerem ony . B ecause  h e r  n ie c e  

was le a v in g  f o r  borne on th e  1 1 t h ,  % s .  0. s u g g e s te d  th e  8t h  -  e x a c tly

two d ay s  h e n c e . T here  was g e n e r a l  a p p ro v a l ,  and a f t e r  t h a t  was 

s e t t l e d ,  th e  t h r e e  o f  them  p ro c e e d e d  to  p l a n  fcfes how th e  n e x t  t  wo 

days s h o u ld  be s p e n t  by  th e  young c o u p le .

M r. Y. -  in f lu e n c e d  somewhat'* by my h o r r o r  a t  th e  t  o ' t  o f  th e s e  

2 young p e o p le  h a v in g  to  announce t h e i r  engagem ent w ith o u t  e v e r  

h a v in g  s p e n t  some tim e  t o g e t h e r  a lo n e  -  s u g g e s te d  t h a t  th e y  go o f f  

somewhere by  th e m se lv e s  th e  n e x t  day .

nlufcx Maybe o u t i n  th e  „ c o u n try ’ wome w h e re , !l he  s u g g e s te d .

’’But i t  w i l l  be  h o t  no m a t t e r  w here  th e y  . g o , if M rs. Y s a i d ,  

m opping h e r  own f a c e ,  sii  t h i n k  th e y  ough t t o  go to  T, d e p t  s t o r e
y v ,'r: ;

and s i t  on a bench  t h e r e .  A t l e a s t  i t 1 s a i r  c o n d i t io n e d .

“W ell, we d o n ’t  w an t them  to  c o o l o f f  to o  m u c h ,” M rs. 0 . 

s a i d ,  la u g h in g  h u g e ly  a t  h e r  l i t t l e  jo k e .

And s o t h e  t a l k  w e n t, 

h ^ y g ^ g e -h ^  h ad  any d o u b ts ,

Tome ko and Mr# I .  m ig h t j u s t .  ,.a s . we H  

th e y  w ould n e v e r  *bé-; a c c e p te d  by th e
E n th u s i a s t i c
g o -b e tw een s .w h o  h ad  a l l  b u t  s e t  th e  w edding d a t e .

Somehow, thbxhKHxy "’’omeko and  -Xlr . J*. g o t  t o g e t h e r  th e  n e x t

d a y , and t h a t  e v e n in g  feh I - s a n  came to  r e p o r t  t o  th e  Y-’ s .  Be was 

p le a s e d  w ith  th e  young  l a d y .  What sh o u ld  be  h i s  n e x t  move?

The Y’ s w a s te d  no t im e . They a d v is e d  him  t o  make th e  e n g a g e - 

m ent o f f i c i a l  a s  so o n  a s  p o s s i b l e ,  a d d in g , “A f te r  a l l ,  t h e f  M’s 

h ave  come a lo n g  w ay, and i t  w ould be n ic e  i f  you  c o u ld  save them

a n o th e r  t r i p  up h e r e . How w ould Sunday th e  8t h  s u i t  y o u * ”
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I s a n  d i d n ' t  have  a. ch an ce  to  b ack  down a |£ te r  t h a t .  A f te r  a l l ,

th e  Yf s hard gone to  th e  t r o u b le  o f  a r r a n g in g  th r e e  p r e v io u s  m e e tin g s

f o r  h im , s u r e l y  t h i s  t im e ,  he  m ust a c c e p t  g r a c e f u l ly #  And, l3Bxiliiteifit

i f  he d i d n 1t  show any g r e a t  e n th u s ia s m  f o r  t h i s  l i t t l e  r o u n d - fa c e d

plump c o u n try  g i r l ,  a t  l e a s t ,  he  d i d n ' t  d i s l i k e  h e r  e i t h e r #

And s o ,  on Aug. 8t h ,  two days a f t e r  th e y  h a d  m e t, -J-omeko and.

X -san  came t o g e t h e r  to  th e  Y home# M rs. 0 h ad  a g a in  come from  e a r l y

m o rn in g  t o  h e lp  cM3cxh c l e a n  h o u s e ,  an d  I  h a d  h e lp e d  Mrs# Y. make

an  enorm ous s t a c k  o f  t e x  sa n d w ich e s  f o r  t e a .

-vBgKTfiu.se o f some 1 M lJiuida r u l auding-, '

th ^ m e irh e lp s ^ w n re ^ b re ^ n t , The l i t t l e  g ro u p  m arched  u p s t a i r s  t o

th e  s i t t i n g  room , and soon  X h e a rd  th e  sound  o f  v o ic e s  s in g in g  a

few  hym ns. T h is  was fo l lo w e d  by a  s h o r t  t a l k  by  H ev .Y ., and th e

engagem ent was so le m n iz e d  by  a b r i e f  cerem ony . When a l l  was o v e r ,

M rs. 01 sh e d  t e a r s  o f  jo y ,  and th e r e  was much g e n e ra l  r e j o i c i n g

o v e r  th e  taaxBBuid g l a s s e s  o f  i c e d  c i d e r ,  s a n d w ic h e s , and  xxifkfcfcK

xx:&&D£Xin|co®f r e d  r i c e  w hich  M rs. 0# h ad  terwiagbcfex m ade, inx^umEBXiaSi

custjamoQjbis^nbimtiingnxKspjaiiMaELXDEnsnxjaxs;. Aed r i c e  i s  a lw ays

s e rv e d  i n  Ja p a n  on a u s p ic io u s  o c c a s io n s  xushxfeLS r e q u i r i n g  c e l b r a t i o n ,

and t h i s ,  c e r t a i n l y ,  was a  m a t t e r  f s r  w h ich  n eed ed  c e l e b r a t i n g .

The young c o u p le  th e n  s p e n t  th e  n e x t  few  days e x c h a n g in g  c a l l s #
£ "A* A ” ....1 , ,

F i r s t ,  m e e tin g  a t  th e  s i s t e r ! s h o u s e , th e n  h a v in g  d in n e r  a t  i - s a n  s

home# I - s a n 1 s m o th e r  h ad  b een  so  p l e a s e d  w ith  th e  young l a d y ,  she

h a d  made up h e r  m ind on th e  n i g h t  o f  th e  o m ia i ,  and th e n  h a d  h ire ,d

a c a r p e n te r  to  make r a p s  im m ed ia te  r e p a i r s  i n  t h e  h o u s e , p r e p a r a to r y

t o  h e r  coming# -

T here  re m a in e d  now, o n ly  th e  s e t t i n g  o f  th e  w ed d in g  d a te .

T'omeko1 s m o th e r  s u g g e s te d  M arch . n'Then, I  can t e a c h  h e r  some 

sew in g , and a few  o t h e r  h o u s e w ife ly  t h in g s ,  sh e  s u g g e s te d ,
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B u t, t h e  g o -b e tw e en s  and  m ore e s p e c i a l l y ,  ^ r s .  Okuda w ould h av e  

none o f  t h a t*  M arch was a lo n g  way o f f .

- The l a s t  t ib S b k b  tim e  I  h e a rd  Mrs* t a l k i n g  to  th e  !SJ8s ,

I  c o u ld  h e a r  h e r  s a y in g ,  f,November w ould  be  su c h  a  n ic e  m onth  f o r  

th e  m a r r ia g e ,  d o n 1t  you th in k ? *
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