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OFFICE OF THE NATIONAL SECRETARY 
JAPANESE AMERICAN CITIZENS LEAGUE 

2031 Bush Street 
San Francisco, California

Bulletin No, 119 February 20, 19^2

•'#*?***

Ty All Chapters ;

SPECIAL BULLETIN

The President of the United States has just announc ed that the Secretary of 
War may, at his discretion, remove any and all alie ns and citizens from any regions 
or areas which he may designate to be important to the National Defense. National 
Headquarters is now asking clarification for the sa me and will report to you as 
soon as possible as to its consequences and implica tions.

Do not become overly alarmed or panicky at this new s. This may be the solu�
tion to many of our difficulties. It is our persona l conviction that such matters 
as these are better left to Federal authorities tha n to local officials. Let us 
hope for the best and be prepared to cooperate with  the government in this near- 

^  martial law step.

As announced over the radio, this rule is to apply to all nationalities and 
to all peoples, regardless of their racial origin o r citizenship. If this is cor�
rect, it is not a matter of discrimination as much as it is a matter of military 
expediency. The final test is, of course, in its ap plication.

Fraternally yours, 

A

National Secretary and 
Field Executive



OFFICE OF THE NATIONAL SECRETARY 
JAPANESE AMERICAN CITIZENS LEAGUE 

2031 Bush Street 
San Francisco, California

Bulletin No. 120 February 25, 19k2

RE: Latest Developments

Conferences with Colonel W. L. McGill, Provost Mars hal of the Western Defense 
Command, Director of Evacuation, General DeWittTs s taffj Tom C. Clark, Alien Co�
ordinator for the Western Defense Command; and Rich ard M. Newstadt, Director of the 
Federal Social Security Board for the Western Defen se Command, force us to release 
the following confidential information for your ser ious attention and consideration!

(1) Prepare for the removal of all Japanese, both n ationals and citizens, 
from the coast regions.

(2) In California, all Japanese will, in all probab ility, be moved east of 
the Sierras.

��� In Washington and Oregon, all Japanese will, in al l probability, be moved 
east of the Cascades.

(¿�.) In other western states, all Japanese will be mo ved away from strategic 
military areas.

��� Within the next few days, General DeWitt will issu e a proclamation desig�
nating combat areas.

(�) We have been asked by those with whom we held con ferences to instill in 
our people a desire to cooperate voluntarily in thi s general evacuation movement 
for Japanese.

��� Indications are that the government will provide t ransportation, food, 
and shelter expenses, at least for those who need i t,

(	) Indications are that the government is busily eng aged in finding suita�
ble places for either temporary or permanent resett lement.

(9) The Secretary of the Treasury has been designat ed as the alien property 
custodian.

(10) We have requested that a citizen property cust odian also be designated.

(11) We have requested that an advisory board compo sed of American citizens 
of Japanese ancestry be created to aid the governme nt in this movement as well as 
in the resettlement which will follow,

(12) We are asking all chapters to send us immediat ely the numbers which were 
evacuated in the last two movements, those of the l î th and those of the �l�.th of this 
month, and also where these evacuees went to by num bers and by and into what counties..

(13) We request all chapters to be prepared to SGnd their president and their 
official delegate to an emergency national council meeting on one week’s notice.

(llj.) We urge the president and the official deleg ate to be prepared to make 
recommendations as to this voluntary evacuation as well as to what to do about the 
JACL after we have all moved from the coast.

(15) We are requesting the Intermountain region gro ups to be prepared to ans�
wer questions relative to the mass movement of Japa nese evacuees into their terri�
tories ,

We have been fighting the good fight all along the line. We appeared before



*

Bulletin No. 120 —  pago 2

the Tolan Committee and did the best that t o  could for our cause. You will find 
enolosed a copy of the statement which wo issued to  the committee. This office has 
directod the JACL officials in Portland, Seattle, a nd Los Angeles to cooperate with 
this committee and to appear at their public hearin gs. While this committee has 
lost most of its value due to the fact that uhe mil itary are nuw in control, never�
theless we feel that wo ought to appear before thor n and to present our views, but 

that wo do not go to any expense in preparing for t he hearings.

We have just heard that the Governor of Washington has declared his state to 
bo a "defense area" and that the Govomor  of Oregon has suggested that all Japanese 
there, both nationals and citizens, bo prepared to move cast of tho Cascade Moun�

tains •

Wo are trying to contact various national organizat ions such as the YM” aiid 
YWCA’s, Tho American Council of Christian Evacuees,  The American Association of 
International Institutes, The American Friends Serv ice Committee, Tho National In�
stitute of Immigrant Wolfaro, Inc., The National So cial Work Council, and tho 
National Refugees Service, to help us got the best possible arrangements fox our

evacuation.

There seems to bo no question that we will be evacu ated, along with our paront 
nationals. Perhaps this is for the best, for tho rc cont submarine shelling of 
Santa Barbara and the air raid scares in Los Angelo s, as well as tho creation of 
many vigilante groups throughout the western states , would seem to indicate that 
it is best that we "get out" for our own protection . If the military speaks, we 
have no alternative but to cooperate. Our task now is to got the best possible 
broak in this evacuation by cooperating. We do not wish you to inform your general 
membership or to panic your parents, but quietly an d effectively begin to prepare 

your people for the ordeals ahead.

National Headquarters is working night and day to d o everything possible in 
the present situation* We trust that you will carry  on in that same spirit*

If we must go, let’s go as adventurers--just as our  pioneer fore-fathers were. 
Lot �	 make the best of our lot and prove that w e ’re enti tled to be called Good 

Americans•

"Fortitude in *1*2.” That is our challenge and that  is our duty.

Fraternally,

National Secretary

MMMjfby



OFFICE OF THE NATIONAL SECRETARY 
AND FIELD EXECUTIVE 

JAPANESE AMERICAN CITIZENS LEAGUE 
2031 Bush Street 

San Francisco, California

Bulletin No. 121 March 2, 19^2

It has come to the attention of the National JACL H eadquarters that many Japa�
nese, both nationals and American citizens alike, h ave and are sacrificing their 
property at ridiculous prices in order to liquidate  their assets. National Head�
quarters advises all persons contemplating such act ion to reconsider their plans. 
There is no need to become panicky about evacuation , or any other governmental move. 
There is no need to literally give away household f ixtures and farm equipment,- as 
for example, many people are now doing. Articles an d equipment of all kinds^will 
be hard to replace, and if such replacement is poss ible, the cost of purchasing 

these goods and equipment will be excessive.

Be calm and do not act hastily concerning these mat ters. Await final govern�
mental orders before assuming the iniative in getti ng rid of your property. Perhaps 
it may not be necessary to sell them, for the gover nment may make other arrangements 
as to their disposal, custody, or transportation to  new locations.

General DeWitt*s statement on this matter follows:

"The appropriate agencies of the Federal Government  are engaged in far reaching 
preparations to deal with the problem and a study i s in progress by these agencies 
regarding the protection of property, the resettlem ent and relocation of those who 

are affected.

"The completed preparations will include measures d esigned to safeguard as far 
as possible property and property rights, to avoid the depressing offeet of forced 
sales, and generally to minimize resulting economic  dislocations.

"As soon as these studies are concluded, definite d esignation of persons to be 

affected will be made."

The position of the National JACL organization on t he problem of evacuation has 

been and is that:

1. We await the commands of the military as to thei r orders and designa�

tions »

2. Wc will cooperate with the army in the evacuatio n of all Japanese from 
designated areas and regions deemed necessary for n ational defense.

�. We will do everything in our power to ask the gov ernment for humane and 
just treatment of our total problems.

We have volunteered to cooperate 100%. We confident ly expect all the 

Japanese to join with us in this cooperation.

The entire attitude of the National JACL may bo exp ressed in the following sen�
tence: "The greater our cooperation with the govern ment, it can be expected that 
the greater will be their cooperation with us in th e solution of our problems."

All reports from Los Angeles and elsewhere during t he last several days which 
did not carry the above stated views, regardless of tobfcmit may have been credited, 
were either misconstructions, misunderstandings, -o r did not^have the complete text, 

according to Mike M, Masacka, National Secretary cf  the JAC.v.
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JAPANESE A¥ERICAN CITIZENS LEAGUE 
NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 

2031 Bush Street 
San Francisco, California

March 3 > T9U2

Undoubtedly. you are now familiar with the orders i ssued by Lieutenant General 
J. L.DoWltt, Commanding General of the Western Defe nse Caranand and lourth Army. 
Enclosed heroin is a copy of the Japanese American Nows which gives you an idea of 

the territory covered.

The entire shaded area is Military Zone 1; the dark er portion is Area A-1 and 
tho lighter portion is Area B. All portions of Wash ington, Oregon, California and 
Arizona, not included in Military Area No. 1 are em braced in Military Area^#2. All 
those who move into Military Area #2 in all probabi lity will not again be disturbed.

The order specifically states that it is not an eva cuation order. The fact 
that mass evacuation is impracticable is acknowledg ed and tho evacuation order and 
the time will bo announced later. This means that t here will be orders from timo 
to timo for different communities to evacuate. Even tually, all tho Japanese, in�
cluding citizens, in the shadod area will be expect ed to evacuate. Nobody knows as 

to how long it will requiro to carry out this order .

There is no doubt in our minds that those residing in Area A-l will bo the firsb 

to bo ordered out. Those in Area B will follow.

A Civilian Property Custodian has been appointed by  General DeWitt. We do not 
know to what extont he will be able to help the Jap anese evacuees in protecting 
their property rights. However, inasmuch as tho pur pose of this office of property 
custodian is to prevent the evacuees from dumping t heir properties at any price, 
wo have confidence that everything possiblo will bo  done to sec that a fair return 
will bo obtained by the evacuees.

As our National Secretary has informed you, “There is no need to become panicky 
about evacuation, or any other governmental move. A rticles such as household fix- 
turos and farm equipment will bo hard to replace an d most expensive to obtain later.

"Be calm and do not act hastily. Await final govern ment orders before assuming 

the initiative in getting rid of your property.

"Perhaps it may not bo necessary to sell them, for the government may make other 
arrangements as to their disposal, custody, or tran sportation to new locations,"

In oasc tho Japanose people find farmlands to opera te, tho farm implements will 
bo absolutely nooossary because they are difficult to ro-purchasc in viow of tho 
priority rights for various metal goods. Trucks and  automobiles will be necessary 
for traveling purposes and thoroforc should be reta ined until thorc arc more definite 

announcements•

It is obvious that an evacuation of a group numberi ng over ������� cannot be 
done without a program and proper supervision, Furt hermore, inasmuch as many of the 
communities and state officials of the neighboring states have expressed their view 
that Japanese are unwolcomcd to cone into their sta tes, no one can feel secure and 
safe to move independently. We are expecting to giv e the Army and the government 
authorities tho fullest cooperation, It  tho same time, wo aro expecting to have them 
designate tho area into which wo may move and the p rogram under which we arc expected 
to take up our new life.

Thousands undoubtedly will have to find other moans  of transportation besides 
automobiles. Such boing the case, every chapter is instructed to start an immediate 
survey of its Japanese population and to ascertain whether it is possiblo to find 
means of transportation to any destination which ma y be designated later on. Also, 
it will be necessary and most helpful for every com munity to ascertain the amount of 
real property the Japaneso possess, tho mortgages r emaining, leases on business 
property, lease contracts for purchases of equipmen t and othor types of personal 
property and any othor typo of debts which may bo o n an installment basis.
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National Headquarters is making every effort to con tact the authorities in 
charge of carrying out the evacuation order to asce rtain the progran which the gov�
ernment may have in view. Wq  arc hoping to further inform you within the next f ew 
days.

At the forthcoming National Council Mooting which h as been called for this 
weekend, March 7* 	� and �� from Saturday to and including Monday, all these m at�
ters will bo discussed.

In the meanwhile, every chapter is urged to call th e representative Nisei lead�
ers of their community and discuss tills proof or 
suggestions or ideas as to what should be done 
enumerated and reported to you by our National 
either send them in to National Headquarters it 
your official delegates.

� of evacuation. If you have any 
besides those points which have been 
Secretary, please outline them and 
¡mediately or bring them in through

Inasmuch as this National Council Mooting will be s trictly a business meeting, 
booster delegates are discouraged from attending. E ach chapter may send throe 
delegates•

Most of the families seem to have the greatest conc ern as to what they should 
do with their household belongings, particularly ho usehold furnishings. If they 
should^ sell^them, today, the furniture most likely  will bo of 'little value. At the 
same time, if they wore to be replaced it will requ ire a corsidcrablc outlay of 
capital. For this reason, wo are urging every chapt er to advise their community 
members to withhold any hasty actions until further  definite announcements aro 
forthcoming.

Wo arc faced with a crisis which means that every J ACL chapter should do its 
utmost to bo of community service. Try and marshal all the availablo members to 
carry out necessary surveys and to collect data whi ch are necessary for an orderly 
evacuation, Those who have business and must close them up may bo busy. On the 
other hand, those who  have been employees of variou s types of work, most likely will 
be available to give a helping hand. By concerted o ffort, what may have appeared to 
bo impossible just a few days ago can be easily wor ked out. Wo shall require the 
greatest cooperation in carrying out this important  task of evacuation.

In closing, I wish to remind the chapters once agai n that if wo are to be ablo 
to keep in contact with each other, it is absolutel y necessary that we have as mem-
bors every household in each commun: .tional Headquarters will bo moved to a# ~  w  vv a. x  .L u u  U U V V U  l/U cl

convenient location and the Pacific Citizen will be  continued to keep our members 
informed as to developments. Every chapter should b e careful to keep track of the 
families in its territory and advise then to inform  National Headquarters as to whore 

ey arc going and settling. Most likely, tho chapter  units will bo disrupted but

^f_nccessar^ fof.the future that the chapters pay s pecial attention to kocp^track 
of its own membership whorevor they may go. r

We are sincerely hoping that an orderly program 
pito all tho sacrifices and disruption of normal li fe 
family life continue as soon as possible.

will bo arranged so that 
, we will bo able to have

des-
our

Fraternally,

Saburo Kido 

National President

S K : f by



OFFICE OF THE NATIONAL SECRETARY 
JAPANESE AMERICAN CITIZENS LEAGUE 

2031 Bush Street 
San Francisco, California

Bulletin No* 122
March � , ��̂���

IMPORTANT BULLETIN

The National Board will meet Friday, March 6, and t he National Council will 

meet Saturday, Sunday, and Monday, March 7̂, 8, and  9_*

We are trying to get Colonel McGill, Provost Marsha ll for the Western Defense 
Command; Tom Clark, Alien Co-Ordinator and property oustodi an^for the Western De�
fense Command; and -̂ichard Newstadt, Director of S ocial Security agencies for tne 

western states, to address our group*

All sessions will be closed to the public and will be held at the National 

JACL Headquarters*

Prepare now to attend. This will bo the most import ant council in our history 

so please prepare to be present.

Fraternally,

Mike M. Masaoka

M M  if by

National Secretary and 
Field Executive



OFFICE OF THE NATIONAL SECRETARY 
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Bulletin No. 12l|.
m a r  � 4 A.M,

In a friendly and informative conference at the Fed eral Reserve Bank of 
San irancisco, four representatives of the JACL met  with seven officials of the 
Federal Reserve Bank, each f-f whom hod come from W ashington, D. C., to establish 
and maintain the Evacuee Property Department in ass isting in the fair and proper 
disposal of all of our property.?

The bank officials included; Mr. 
Mergenthau of the Treasury Department; 
Treasury Department; Mr. Jghn Lawler,, 
Governors of the Federal Reserve Bank; 
the foreign Funds Control, F. R. Bank;  
of the Foreign Funds Control.

John D. Pehlo, assistant to Secretary 
Mr. Luxfcrd, assistant counsellor in the 

legal adviser ; Mr. Pollard, of the Beard of 
Mr* Armstrong, assistant to Mr. Everson of 
Mr. D„ Ji, Blake and Mr. J.C* Jones, both

JACL officials included Saburo Iiido, National Pres ident 
al Secretary; Henry Tani, Executive Secretary cf th e San Fra 
Yasuo Abiko, Vice President of the San Francisco Ch apter.

; Mike Masaoka, 
nciseo Chapter;

Nation-
and

The genuine interest and concern shown in tho equit able disposition of all 
evacuee’s property by the federal officials, and th eir one-and-a-half hour confer�
ence which they accorded us, gave an unmistakable a ssurance of just treatment to 
all who seek their advice and counsel.

In time, each community where a chapter is establis hed, or where the Japanese 
are congregated, representatives of this department  will work in conjunction with 
JACL officials in solving the complex problems whic h confront the various communi�
ties .

To this end, National Headquarters is requesting th e following information:

1. Name the main industries in your area (your chap ter’s jurisdiction),
�. Name the leaders of such industries,

�« Hame the problems attendant with the disposal cf such industries, 
il» Give some suggestions cf your own as to the dis position of such industries, 
5« Name some suggestions whereby the Evacuee Proper ty Department of the Feder�

al Reserve Bank might assist in this disposal.

This information must be turned into Nati 
mail-special delivery, so that adequate prepar 
Federal Reserve /officials, The extent of your 
tent of the benefits you will derive from the 
government is giving us.

onal Headquarters immediately, by air 
ation may be made with the local 

co-operation will determine the ex- 
generous offer which the federal
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NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 
JAPANESE AMERICAN CITIZENS LEAGUE 

2031 Bush Street 
San Francisco, California

Bulletin No, 126 March 2l+, 19i+2

To the Member Chapters:

The following Public Proclamation No, 3* defining c urfew hours and other 
restrictions for all alien Japanese, all alien Germ ans and all alien Italians, as 
well as all other persons of Japanese ancestry, was  issued by the Headquarters of 
the Western Defense Command on March 2k,  191+2* Printed copies of this proclama�
tion will be sent you as soon as they are available .

We call special attention to the portion of Proclam ation No, � which de�
fines restrictions on the possession of contraband by any person of Japanese ances�
try residing 'in Military Areas 1 to 6 inclusive, a s~eita'blished in Public^ Proclama” 
tions Nos. 1 and 2.

PUBLIC PROCLAMATION NO. ��
March 2k,  191+2

TO: The people within the States of Washington, Ore gon, California, Montana, Idaho, 
Nevada, Utah and Arizona, and the Public Generally:

WHEREAS, B;Y PUBLIC PROCLAMATION NO. 1, DATED MARCH  2, 191+2, THIS HEAD�
QUARTERS , THERE WERE DESIGNATED AND ESTABLISHED MILITARY AREAS NOS. 1 AND ZONES 
THEREOF, and

WHEREAS, By Public Proclamation No* 2, dated March 16, 191+2, this head�
quarters, there were designated and established Mil itary Areas Nos. 3, i+, 5 and 6 
Zones thereof, and

WHEREAS, The present situation within these Militar y Areas and Zones re- 
quires. as a matter of military necessity the estab lishment of certain regulations

enemy aliens and all persons of Japanese ancestry w ithin said 
Military Areas and Zones thereof �

NOW, THEREFORE, I, J. L. DeWitt, Lieutenant General , U. S. Army, by virtue 
of the authority vested in me by the President of t he United States and by the 
Secretary of War and my powers and prerogatives as Commanding General, Western De�
fense Command, do hereby declare and establish the following regulations covering* 
the conduct to be observed by all alien Japanese, a ll alien Germans, all alien 
Italians, and all persons of Japanese ancestry resi ding or being within the Military 
Areas above described, or such portions thereof as are hereinafter mentioned:

and after 6:00 A* M . , March 27, 191+2, all alien Ja panese, all 
alien Germans, all alien Italians, and all persons of Japanese ancestry residing; or 
being within tho geographical limits of Military Ar ea No. �, or within any of the 
Zones established within Military Area No. 2, as th ose areas are defined and described 
m  Public Proclamation No. �, dated March 2, 191+2, this headquarters, or withi n the 
geographical limits of the designated Zones establi shed within Military Areas Nos. �, 
¡�, 5» and �, as those areas are defined and described in Publi c Proclamation No. 2,

- � -
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dated March 16, 1942, this headquarters, or within any of such additional Zones as 
may hereafter be similarly designated and defined, shall be within their place of 
residence between the hours of 8:00 P. M. and é:00 A. M, , which period is herein�
after referred to as the hours of curfew.

2. At all other times all such persons shall be onl y at their place of 
residence or employment or traveling between those places or within a distance of 
not more than five miles from their place of reside nce.

�® Nothing in paragraph � shall be construed to prohibit any of the 
above specified persons from visiting the nearest U nited States Post Office, United 
States Employment Service Office, or office operate d or maintained by the V/artime 
Civil Control Administration, for the purpose of tr ansacting any business or the 
making of any arrangements reasonably necessary to accomplish evacuation] nor be 
construed to prohibit travel under duly issued chan ge of residence notice and travel 
permit provided for in paragraph 5 of Public Procla mations Numbers 1 and 2,  Travel 
performed in change in residence to a place outside  the prohibited and restricted 
areas may be performed without regard to curfew hou rs«

4* Any person violating those regulations will be s ubject to immediate 
exclusion from Military Areas and Zones specified i n paragraph 1 and to the criminal 
penalties provided by Public Law No# 5^3 j  77^b Congress, approved March 21, 1942, 
entitled: An Act to Provide a Penalty for Violation  of Restrictions or Orders with
Respect to Persons Entering,Renainirgin, Leaving or  Committing Any Act in Military 
Areas or Zone.” In the case of any alien enemy, suc h person will in addition be 
subject to immediate apprehension and internment.

5* Py subsequent proclamation or order there will b e prescribed those 
classes of persons who will be entitled to apply fo r exemptions from exclusion 
orders hereafter to be issued. Persons granted such  exemption will likewise and 
at the same time also bo exempted from the operatio n of the curfew regulations of 
this proclamation,

6. After March ��, 1942, no person of Japanese ancestry shall have i n 
his possession or use or operate at any time or pla ce within any of the Military 
Areas 1 to 6 inclusive, as established and defined in Public Proclamations Nos. 1 
and 2, above mentioned any of the following items:

(a) Firearms.

(b) Weapons or implements of war or component parts  thereof.
(c) Ammunition.
(d) Bombs.

(e) Explosives or the component parts thereof.

(f) Short-wave radio receiving sets having a freque ncy of ������
kilocycles or greater or of ��̂  kilocycles or less.

(g) Radio transmitting sets
(h) Signal devices
(i) Codes or ciphers.
(j) Cameras.

Any such person found in possession of any of the a bove named items in 
violation of the foregoing will be subject to the c riminal penalties provided by 
Public Law No, ���, ��th Congress, approved March 21, 1942, entitled: "An  Act to 
Provide a Penalty for Violation of Restrictions or Orders with Respect to Persons 
Entering, Remaining in, Leaving or Committing Any A ct in Military Areas or Zone."

� � 2� �
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7* The regulations herein prescribed with reference  to the observance 
of curfew hours by enemy aliens, are substituted fo r an supersede the regulatiens 
of the United States Attorney General heretofore in  force in certain limited areas. 
All curfew exemptions heretofore granted by the Uni ted States Attorneys are hereby 
revoked effective as of 6:00 a.m., HVT, March 27, ��̂ �.

	� The Federal Bureau of Investigation is designated as the agency to

Suf �rieJ_the ^ reg°inS Provisions* is requested that the  civil police°within 
the states affected by this Proclamation assist the  Federal Bureau of Investigation
by reporting to it the names and addresses of all p ersons believed to have violated 
these regulations -

o. L. Defiitt
Lieutenant: General, U. S t Army 

Commanding

- 3 -
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NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 
JAPANESE AMERICAN CITIZENS LEAGUE 

2031 Bush Street 
San Francisco, California

Bulletin No. 127 March 26, I�I&

SPECIAL BULLETIN TO ALL CHAPTERS:

Under an order signed Thursday/ March 26, by Lt. Ge neral J* L. DeWitt, all 
Japanese and Japanese Americans residing in Militar y Area I (which includes all

mi %?rne? ��� B"1  ̂ ���� be forbidden to leave the area after Saturday, Mar ch 28.
The Western Defense Command and the Army’s Civil Af fairs Division have announced 

hat all Japanese must remain within the area until they are evacuated under Army 
supervision. J

+- i The interPre*fca"tion oi> this order indicates  that all Japanese who wish

A le!;V?T. ^ i :Ltary Are? � nust do sc before Sunday, March 29* Permits for tr avel 
WCCA the Sunday dead^ n e  may be obtained at your loc al
, CA Af fcer that date no alien or citizen Japanese will be permitted to

l̂ til ht  ha® been evacuated by the Army and taken to one of  the various 
Z J T a l  �� no\ beinS Prepared. From these »assembly centers*’ they will

resebt^ men;b areas or to reception centers, Those e vacuees who have

destinat?™? Mll^tary Area I will probably be allowe d to proceed to their
destinations after they have passed through the "as sembly centers".

In short, it may be said that the "voluntary evacua tion" ch£ 
evacuation process ends on Sunday. *

se of the entire

�^ “ ? Mil“ ary Area � ls permissible only for those changing their 
tier L  f haL al r®sidencf or through special travel permits issued for evaoua- 
Otherwlsotil ���V  " � permits will be issued for social or business reas ons,

to travel ° v’“ “3'' nap onality and Merican-born Japanese are restricted

�? their h ^ e l !  “ *  plaoes of work “ *  to «  *rea within  five miles

ABSOLUTELY NO EXEMPTIONS TO CURFEW ORDER

curfewtordsrPreI n t» o ^ e ^  ^ salut®1y n° exenPtions be dnS granted on the
honos from 	�� m tn A ̂  & ^ erican~born Japanese must remain in th eir

made r k T o ^ e r  r e Z o n t  * * * *  ^  ™i U  te n° e“ ePti“ s

NO CLARIFICATION ISSUED ON * CONTRABAND’ ARTICLES

IQ/iP contraband provisions of Proclamation No. �, issued March 2ii
191)2, no clarification has been issued. This ban o n the possession of "contraband" 
(firearms, weapons or war implements, ammunition, b ombs, explosives short-wave

� �������������� � � � �� � � � � ����� � ��
shutters J h U g h L ^ ^ o L i d e T e ^ i g ^ J L r t o e ^ 18^ ^ ^ ™  f ^

i i o r ^ lier ^ p e m »SSible* PrOTlsi“ ’-s have been made by  M e  ÎIT y I cÎ î T
S e ^ L f  friends �̂ �̂  gicles. J*v*  are being advi

b o x ^ o r  vful tsf  t0re them ln PUbli° St �raS° warehouses or in safety deposit

������	 � � � � 	�� � � � � � ������� ������ � � � � � � � � ���

At the same time, Col. Karl R* Bendetsen, assistant  chief of staff for civil 
affairs, and head of the Wartime Civil Control Admi nstration, announced the Army haB 
uaioen over fairgrounds in three Central California  cities and a recently completed 
A H  community near Fresno, California, for assembly centers in the process of eva�

cuating the Japanese.

- 1



"General DeWittfs order prohibiting aliens or citiz en Japanese from leaving 
Military Area No. 1 is to insure an orderly evacuat ion, and partly to protect the 
Japanese", Bendetsen said. "Several groups planning  voluntary evacuations have 
been fearful of starting through reports of threats  in other states, should they 
pass through these states.

"The ffreezing’ order prepares the way for an Army regulated program of removal* 
Japanese are assured of the resources of the govern ment behind t h i r  movement; the 
general public is assured of a job followed through  by the War Relocation Authority 
under Milton Eisenhower.

"General DeWitt’s order does not alter the curfew r egulations, nor does it 
alter any existing restrictions, except movement fr om Military Area No* 1. Mean- 
time, General DeWitt has warned the Japanese they m ust immediately settle their 
affairs. Any neglect of crops is sabotage. A chain of �L{. service offices have 
been opened throughout Military Area No. 1 to help Japanese settle their affairs.
If they do not take advantage while there is time, they must suffer any property 
losses that ensue."

The new sites for assembly centers announced are th e Merced fairgrounds, to be 
prepared ta house 50^0* the Tulare County fairgroun ds, to house 3^00, and the 
Marysville fairgrounds to shelter 3000. In addition , a newly constructed community 
ab Pinedale, six miles north of Fresno, will be use d to house 5000. Additional 
sites are under acquisition.

These are to be used as assembly centers where evac uees will go from their 
present hemes when ordered to evacuate« They will b e housed in present buildings 
and additional shelter until they are transferred t o reception centers or other re�
settlement areas.
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Restriction of movements of aliens and Japanese Ameri cans was  
tightened Friday, when the curfew established by Pr oclamation No* 3  
of Lieutenant General J. L. Dewitt Commanding General , Western De�
fense Command and Fourth Army, became effective*

Late Thursday, General DeWitt signed Proclamation N o. 4, pro�
hibiting all Japanese— aliens and non-aliens alike— f rom leaving  
Military Area No* 1, comprising »western Washington , Oregon and Cali�
fornia and Southern Arizona, except as the Army shall o rder or direct.  
This “freezing order1* becomes effective at midnight S unday.

Violations will be acted upon under Public Law No. 5 03, 77th  
Congress, approved March 21, 1942, which carries a pen alty of one  
year1s Imprisonment or G5000 fine, or both, General DeWitt war neo.
He pointed out that the penalty applies to violators of both the cur�
few proclamation, and the proclamation prohibiting J apanese from  
leaving Military Area No. 1. He also urged all citiz ens to report  
any known violations of the law to police authorities of their dis�
trict •

“Proclamation No* 4 forbids any movement by Japanese or Japa�
nese Americans from Military Area No. 1, for any pur pose after mid�
night Sunday“, General DeWitt declared. “This means Japa nese can  
evacuate only under Military control. After Sunday, a ll movements  
of these persons will be regulated by the Army, for the pro tection  
of the Japanese, and to insure that proper shelter awa its them at  
their designated destination.“

Speaking of Proclamation No* 3— the curfew proclamation,  Gen�
eral DeWitt said further:

“The curfew becomes effective tonight. Between 8PM an d 6AM,  
all alien Japanese, Germans and Italians, and all Jap anese Americans  
must be in their places of residence. The restricti ons as to travel�
ling more than five miles between their homes and pla ces of work is  
extended to include Japanese Americans as well -as the enemy aliens.  
The ban on firearms, radios and other contraband here tofore applied  
to enemy aliens also includes Japanese Americans.“

All enemy aliens and Japanese Americans living with in not only  
Military Area No. 1, but the restricted zones established in the re�
mainder of W0shington, Oregon, California, Arizona and also those in  
Montana, Utah, Idaho and Nevada are affected by the wa rtime proclama�
tion.

“There are no exceptions to Proclamation No* 3--the c urfew pro-  
clamation--in its requirement that these people be i n their homes be�
tween 8PM and 6AM. The Wartime Civil Control Administrati on has been  
besieged with requests for exemptions from the curfew for enemy  
aliens or Japanese Americans who are college student s, instructors,  
physicians, nurses, night watchmen, janitors and othe rs employed on  
night shifts. The proclamation is specific in this regard. This is  
final regarding the curfew. Arrest, fine and imprisonmen t face vio�
lators .

“There seems to be some confusing of exceptions under the cu rfew law  
with proposed exemptions of certain classes of Germa n and Italian  
aliens from evacuation. These are separate matters*“

(General DeWittJs Proclamation No* 4, forbidding Japa nese move�
ment from Military area No* 1, accompanies this rel ease.)
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HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DEFENSE COMMAND 
AND FOURTH ARMY

Presidio of San Francisco, California

PUBLIC PROCLAMATION NO. b 

March 27, 191+2

TO: The people within the States of Washington, Ore gon, California, Montana,
Idaho, Nevada, Utah and Arizona, and the Public Gen erally:

WHEREAS, By Public Proclamation No. 1, dated March 2, 191+2, this headquarters, 

there was designated and established Military Area No* 1, and

WHEREAS, It is necessary, in order to provide for t he welfare and to insure 
the orderly evacuation and rese’ctloroent of Japane se voluntarily migrating from 
Military Area No. 1, to restrict and regulate such migration:

NOW, THEREFORE, I, J. L. DeWitt, Lieutenant General , U. S. Army, by virtue of 
the authority vested in me by the President of the United States and by the Secre�
tary of War and my powers and prerogatives as Comma nding General, Western Defense^ 
Command, do hereby declare that the present situati on requires as a matter of mili�
tary necessity that, commencing at 12:00 midnight, P. W. T., March 29, 191+2 * 
alien Japanese and persons of Japanese ancestry who  are within the limits of Mili�
tary Area No. 1, be and they are hereby prohibited from leaving that area^for any 
purpose until and to the extent that a future procl amation or order of this head�

quarters shall so permit or direct.

Any person violating this proclamation will be subj ect to the criminal penal** 
ties provided by Public Law No. ���, 77th Congress, approved March 21, 191+2, en�
titled: "An Act to Provide a Penalty for Violation of Restrictions or Orders with 
Respect to Persons Entering, Remaining in, Leaving or Committing Any Act in Mili�
tary Areas or Zones." In the case of any alien enem y, such person will in addition 
be subject to immediate apprehension and internment .

J. L. DeWITT
Lieutenant General, U. S. Army

Commanding
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The following was released by the Wartime Civil Control Adm inistration on  
March 29, 191+2:

Warning that all Japanese Americans in the eight Western States must  turn in  
firearms, cameras and other contraband items specified in Public Proclamati on No. 3  
by midnight Tuesday (March 31) was issued today by Lie utenant General J. L, DeWitt,  
Commanding General of the Western Defense Command and Fourth  Army. The order af�
fects all Japanese Americans in California, Oregon, Washington, Arizon a, Nevada,  
Utah, and Montana*

All those of Japanese ancestry who have not already disposed of contraband ar�
ticles are instructed to deliver any such items into the  custody of the nearest  
office of the United States Employment Service for disposition.

The order was issued as "Special Instructions No. �,” and refers specifically  
to paragraph � of Public Proclamation No, 3» issued March 2i+, which provides that:

"After March 31* 191+2, no person of Japanese ancestry shall  have in his pos�
session or use or operate at any time or place within any of the M ilitary Areas 1  
to 6 inclusive, as established and defiled in Public Proclamations Nos. 1 and 2,"  
any of the items listed in Proclamation No. � as contraband. The list includes:

Firearms, weapons or implements of war or component parts the reof, ammunition,  
bombs, explosives or component parts thereof, short-wave radio receiving  sets having  
a frequency of ����� kilocycles or greater or of �I+O kilocycles or less, radio trans  
mitting sets, signal devices, codes or ciphers, cameras.

Any person found in possession of contraband items after midnigh t Tuesday,  
larch ��, will be subject to criminal penalties of Public Law No. ���, ��th Congress  

which is one year imprisonment, or #5000 fine, or both. In the case of aliens found  
in possession of contraband items they will be subject to apprehension and intern�
ment.

The Federal Bureau of Investigation is designated as t he enforcement agency in  
connection with the order. All persons are requested to report any violations to  
the nearest peace officer or agency.
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THE FOLLOWING INSTRUCTIONS WERE ISSUED TO 
AFFECTED AREAS IN LOS ANGELES COUNTYs

The Civil Control Station is equipped to  
population affected by this evacuation In the

assist the Japanese  
foil owing waysî

1. Give advice and instructions on the evacuation.

2 . Provide services with respect to the management, l easing,  
sale, storage or other disposition of most kinds of pro�
perty  including: farms, livestock and. farm equipment,  
boats, tools, household goods, automobiles, etc.

3. Provide temporary residence elsewhere for all Jap anese in  
family groups.

4. Transport persons and a limited amount of clothi ng and  
equipment to their new residence, as specified below.

THE FOLLOWING INSTRUCTIONS MUST BE OBSERVED:

A responsible member of each family, preferably the head  
of the family, or the person in whose name most of the pro�
perty is held, and each individual living alone, will re�
port to the Civil Control Station to receive furthe r in�
structions . - ,

Previsions have been made to give temporary residen ce in  
an Assembly Center. Evacuees-must carry with-them on d e�
parture for this Assembly Centër, the following proper ty,  
not exceeding that which can be carried by the fami ly or  
the individual:

(a) Blankets and linens for each member of the family!
; (b) Toilet articles for each member of the family!

(c) Clothing' f or" each'member of the family!
(q ) Sufficient knives, forks, spoons, plates, bo?/ls  

and cups for each member of the family.

All Items carried will be securely packaged, tied and plainly  
marked with the name of the owner and numbered in accor dance with  
insttmotions received at the Civil Control Station.

No contraband items as described in paragraph 6, Public  Procla�
mation No. 3, Headquarters W estern Defense Command  and Fourth Army,  
dated March 2 4, 1842* may be carried.

3. , The United States Government through its agencie s will pro-  
• vide far the storage at the sole risk of the owner of the  

more substantial household items, such as iceboxes, washing  
machines, pianos and other heavy furniture. Cooking  utensil?  

and other small items will be accepted if crated, pack ed and,plainly  
marked with the name and address of the owner. Only one n ame and  
ac.dress will be used by a given' family*

�.

2!�!

4. Each family, and individual living alone, will  
transportation to the Assembly Center or will b  
to travel by private automobile in a supervised  
instructions pertaining to the movement will be  
the Civil Control Station.

be furnished  
e authorized  

group. All  
obtained at
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The following copy of the "Personal Property Form" has been release d by the  
Federal Reserve Bank for your study and information* Pleas© note especially the  
instructions to the owners, with particular reference to the sections  which have  
been underlined. It must be remembered tl at no small packages o r individual bun�
dles will be received for storage. All r <rchan&ise of a non-perish able sort, house�
hold furniture, professional equapmert, etc.,, may be stored at g overnment expense  
provided that it is packed or Orated according to the specifi cations outlined*

No automobiles, private .or otherwise, will be permitted to  go to the Process�
ing Centers (Reception center, like La: zanar)« This means that priv ate means of  
transportation cannot be used or that : owing vans or trucks ca nnot be hired to take  
other equipment from that which the A n y  will permit. Private automobiles ma y be  
driven to the Assembly Centers only. From there, the A m y  will provide transporta�
tion • The Federal Reserve Bank is now preparing a special fo rm comparable to the  
personal property form far use of automobile owners. Autom obiles will be stored  
or parked under guard by the Treasury Department. It  is recommended by this, office  
that automobiles be sold or disposed of, if possible, for a reasonable sum. Do not^  
however, permit your automobiles to be sold or transferred f or ridiculous prices.

PERSONAL PROPERTY FORM

Name of Owner _____________ __________ _____________________ Family No. ____________ -

Address at Which Property is Located ___________ _________________ ■ ____ •
(number) (street) (ilovr, or apt. no.)

(city) (state)

The property described on the reverse side of this fora lo cated at the address  
given above is delivered to the Federal Reserve Bank of S an Francisco, as Fiscal  
Agent of the United States, at the sole risk of the undersigne d. It is agreed that  
no liability or responsibility shall be assumed by the Fede ral Reserve Bank of San  
Francisco for any act or «mission in connection with its  disposition. It is under�
stood that no insurance will be provided on this property*

Witnesses

for Signature «f Owner

Illiterates

Note to Owner: DO NOT WRITE BELOW THIS LINE

STORAGE NOTICE

The list of items appearing on the reverse side of this form have been plac ed in  
storage at the place indicated below with the exception of those items S pecifically  
indicated on the reverse side «f this form as not found, or not deliv ered to the  
undersigned representative of the Federal Reserve Bank  of San Francisco, as Fiscal  
Agent of the United States, or as not being of the proper typ e for storage. The  
stored items are identified only as to the number of items, crates, or boxes, and  
not as to the contents thereof.

S igned _______________ ___________________
kepresenting the federal Reserve  

Date Bank of San Francisco, as Fiscal
Agent af the United States.

Placed in Storage at ______________________________
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This information waa released by the United States De�

partment of Agriculture Farm Security Administratio n, San Fran�

cisco.

Transfer of greenhouses and nurseries, as well as vege �

table and fruit farms, can now be arranged through field a gents  

of the Farm Security Administration located at the Ar my's War�

time Civilian Control Administration “service cente rs11 at U. S.  

Employment Service offices in major Pacific Coast t owns and cities.

This arrangement was announced by Laurence I. Hewes, re�

gional director of the agency, as part of the program to sav e 

every type of crop from neglect and loss.

“The same protection will be given Japanese and Japanes e 

Americans in disposing of their land, glass frames, and other  

equipment," Hewes said, “as the operators of other kind s of  

farms have already received.5'

All green houses and nurseries from which the present  

owner or tenant expect to move should be listed immed iately with  

the FSA field agent at the WCCA office in the nearest U. S.  Em�

ployment Service office. Questions regarding contracts with new  

landlords, lien holders, produce buyers, and other p arties can  

be answered by him* It is essential that listings and t ransfers  

be made without delay.
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IMMEDIATE ATTENTION

Colonel Karl R. Bendetsen, Lt. Gen» DeWitt’s assistant, chief of staff for  
Civil Affairs, today delivered a final warning to west coast Japanese and  other  

evacuees•

Because certain groups of evacuees have failed to respond to repeated w arnings  
by the Wartime Civil Control Administrât!oh Golonel Bend etsen issued a lengthy state�
ment in order to dispell the hopes of some èvaduees that the Army will rel ax its  
regulations and allow ¡Certain groups to remâifcH

"The removal of evacuees from designated areas is a matter of absolute milieery  
necessity* We have given repeated warnings out apparently it  has done little good/

"The evacuation, which seme believe may extend over many months, w ill'do no  
such thing. We have accelerated the program, streamlined the entire setup, and  
every government agency involved in the problem has been integrated into a unified  

organization."

"The evacuation program, three weeks ago in its infancy, is now a reality. The 
Japanese already have been evacuated from ^ainbridge Island in  Puget Sound, and this  
week caravans have been convoyed out of Los Angeles County »* San Francisco and oan  
Diego are scheduled for next week and other localities will follow i n quick success�

ion.

"Now that assembly centers and reception centers are being prepared to receive  
them the evacuees will move out in ever increasing mumbers."

"For the last time the Army is warning evacuees to make arrangements for dis�
position of their propertyl, Theys hould go to the Federal Reserve Bank and get its  
advice in order to bring about equitable disposition of property. Over �� WCCA 
general offices have been opened along the coast to aid evacuees in solving the pro*  
blems which accompany liquidation of j^yserty."

"We are trying to protect the evacuees frem exploitation by persons taki ng  
advantage of their forthcoming departure which is draw ing nearer each day. If any  
evacuee hopes to retard the entire evacuation program because he has n ot taken  
steps to dispose of his property or settle his other problems he will be dis appointed."

"Neglected personal and property matters will not for one m oment, obstruct the  

evacuation."

These words were released by the Wartime Civil Contro l Administration on April

k, � �����!



JAPANESE AMERICAN CITIZENS LEAGUE  
OFFICE OF THE NATIONAL SECRETARY 

SOJI Bush Street  
San Pranciscq, California

Bulletin #  II �I�. April 7# 19̂ -2

RE: CHAPTER ORGANIZATION

We are happy to report that most chapters are continuing to func tion inspite  
of all regulations and orders* This is the proper spirit, for both the  Japanese  
people and certain governmental agencies are counting on us to ca rry the load dur�
ing these troubled days#

Seme chapter officers, including the presidents, have left their previous  
addresses and have either gone outside the military areas or to camps* If Japanes  
are still left in your locality, it is suggested that those remaini ng officers get  
together and work out ways and means of continuing until th e last person has been  
moved out of the region*

Notify this office if there has been a change in address or name and address  
of the person or persons to whom the bulletins from this office should be sent#

Develop an organizational set-up which can function with due regard to the  
five mile limit on travel and the curfew restrictions# As leaders in your respect  
ive communities, you are best qualified to work out such p lans to suit your local  
needs•
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RE: NEW NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS

Pursuant to the recommendations of the recent emergency Nat ional Council Meet�
ing, the National Headquarters of the JACL has been moved to and established in Salt  
Lake City. The new address iss Japanese American Citizens League, Nati onal Head�
quarters or The Office of the National Secretary and Field Executive,  Season Build�
ing, 25 East Second South Street, Salt Lake City, Utah.

Miss Teiko Ishida is the Office Secretary and Larry T'ajir i is the Assistant  
to the National Secretary and the managing editor of the Pa cific Citizen.

Hereafter, all matters not dealing strictly with the e vacuation and inciden�
tal problems should be directed to the Salt Lake City address. This me ans that  

'membership lists, affidavits, oaths, etc., should all be sent to  the new headquarters *

The San Francisco office will remain open until evacuation orders force us to  
leave# Those who wish to contact the National Secretary a fter eight P.M. each night  
may do so by telephoning Fillmore 9^82.

Present plans call for the National Secretary to aid as far as possi ble in  
the evacuation movement and then to report to the Salt Lake City he adquarters from  
wnich he will carry on the JACL program along the three recom mended fronts: Home,  
Government, and Public Relations,

Additional plans call for the printing and free distribution of the Pacific  
Citizen to all the induction centers and assembly points after eva cuation has been  
completed on the coast. Because of the impossibility, at this time, of d istributing  
the Pacific Citizen to the members on the coast, all issues have been s uspended until  
the Japanese evacuees have been moved to their temporary or permanent centers. After  
one or two issues have been distributed free to those in'the centers, an  attempt will  
be made to sell them subscriptions to this organ which will be issued «n a weekly  
basis in theimmediate future. Outstanding feature of the Pacific Citizen,  in the  
early issues, will be the names and addresses of all persons in the varidh e camps,,  

the new addresses of those -who voluntarily movod out of the prohibited zones before  
the deadline. This one feature alono should more than justify the co st of the Citizen  
which is now two dollars per year.

Because of the expenses connected with moving headquarters an d because much  
money will be needed to carry on the impottant work ahead, all chapters are urged  
to send in immediately their special assessments as well as all other dues and fees.
It is recalled that the National Council itself recomme nded that when chapters are  
evacuated out of their regions that all their funds be transferred to the National  
Headquarters. We confidently expect all chapters tc comply  with their own suggestion



JAPANESE AMERICAN CITIZENS LEAGUE  
OFFICE OF THE NATIONAL SECRETARY 

2031 Bush Street  
San Francisco, California

Bulletin # 146 April 8, 1942

TO ALL CHAPTERS

Please contact every doctor#, nurse#, and hosnital assistant#  
in your locality and have them send in the following in formation to  
Dr. J. M. Bowden, c/o Dr. W. T. Harrison, M. D., Senior Surgeo n, United  
States.Public Health Service, District #5, Federal Office Building,
San Francisco, California. This must be done immediat ely and keep  
checking with your doctors, nurses, and hospital assis tants. See to  
it that they comply with this request for information.

RECEPTION CENTER DOCTORS

1. Citizen:
Last name First name Age: Alien:

2. Address : Phone :

3. Medical College Graduated and Year:

4. Internship and number of years: ____

5. Special Training: ___________________

6« Number of Dependents ; ____________

7. Number of years of practice: _______

8. Physical Condition: ________________ _

9. Plans for Evacuation:

10. Additional Information:
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RE: CHAPTER PUBLIC RELATIONS

In order to carry on a more effective public relatio ns program  
in your locality during the duration of our temporary exile so that  
the possibilities of your returning to your present h omes may be en�
hanced, this office suggests that every chapter use at l east a part  
of their funds for the projects outlined below« All of these pro�
jects are voluntary and are offered for the convenience and s ervice  
of the chapters so that their work, in part, may be carried o n even  
though they themselves are no longer present.

1. Send at least two year ’s subscription of the outs tanding  
newspaper in your community or locality to the Office  of the National  
Secretary and Field Executive, Japanese. American Citi zens League,  
Beason Building, 25 East Second South Street, Salt Lake City, Utah.
We will delegate a member of our staff to examine eac h paper care�
fully and clip all news articles, editorial comments,  letters to the  
editors from the subscribers* etc., which deal with  what the peop'.e  
are thinking or feeling about the Japanese. Ey such a se rvice and  
maintaining such a file, w jq  should be in a relatively expert position  
to judge community trends of thought regarding us an d our evacuation,  
the possible reception which might be ours should we desir e to return  
after the war, etc. We would be in a position to know who our friends  
are who have and are going to come out in our favor* If th ere are  
certain projects contemplated which affect us, this off ice might be  
able to aid and advise them as to certain aspects and our feeli ngs' on  
the matter. If there are certain misconceptions or m isunderstandings  
concerning us prevalent in the various communities, t his office will  
attempt to correct thorn. Briefly, the whole idea behind thi s project  
Is to* try to keep in touch with the community as w ell ’as we can under  
the present circumstances. If your chapter is Inter ested, please ad�
vise our Salt Lake City headquarters Immediately so  that the necessary  
arrangements and facilities may be prepared.

2. Send at least a year's subscription to The Pacific  Citizen  
®$2.00 each to every Caucasian friend or organizatio n who has been  
helpful or friendly to us during the past, or who might be able to  
help us or represent us while we are away, or who might be interested  
in following the activities of the Japanese and the JACL. We p lan to  
make the Pacific Citizen not only an organ of informa tion and inspira�
tion to the Japanese but also as a goodwill creator wherever it will  
be distributed. The editorial policy will be so guided  that the  
weekly publication will be of interest not only to our members but
to the general public. Send the names and addresses of all o rganiza�
tions or members to whom your chapter wishes the Pacific  Citizen sent,  
together with the proper remittance, to Mr. Larry T ajiri, Managing  
Editor, the Pacific Citizen, Japanese American Citi zens League, Beason  
Building, 25 East Second South, Salt Lake City, Utah.

3. Arrange with certain of your reliable and sincer e Caucasian  
friends to notify the Office of the National Secret ary in Salt Lake  
City of any movements or actions which ought to be called to our  
attention or to advise us as to vhat we ought or might do regarding  
certain specific movements, actions, petitions, etc., which  might  
come up while we are away. If your chapter makes such arran gements,  
notify the National Secretary as to their name, address , telephone  
number, occupation, and other information which you m ight feel would  
be of value to us as background material. Notificati on is necessary  
so that we will give every letter received from such pe rsons special  
consideration and attention.



4. Before being evacuated, every chapter ought to w rite letters  
of appreciation to those who have been most helpful in the years past;  
to the local officials for their courtesies, kindnesses , and toler�
ance; to the newspapers and radio stations for their un derstanding  
treatment of^the news in relation to the Japanese in  your locality;  
to the organizations, clubs, schools, and churches for their aid,  
advice, and comfort, as well as cooperation on many  matters of vital  
moment; etc* Resolutions, too, may be appropriate for p ublic release*  
«11 letters and resolutions must be carefully worded and  constructed,  
with particular emphasis on the idea that you hope go return at some  
happier day to once again join with them in building u p the cominunity  
and being ^Better Americans in a Greater America*5« R estrained senti—  
mentality and sorrowful ”Until We Meet Again” shoul d be the tone of  
the letter. There should be no criticism or question of  the actions  
taken*

5* Assign and urge your various chapter members to wr i te letters  
to their various Caucasian friends in all walks of life telling them  
the latest news* By doing this, and maintaining intimate to uch with  
persons in your own community, the chances of keepi ng the iocaiitv  
open for your return increases. This type of letter w riting should  
be a weekly duty for all* Assign your best and most in teresting  
writers to those persons of influence and responsib ility whom your  
chapter may know or have contacted*

Conclusions; This office is interested in seeing to it  that  
every possible way or maintaining contact with those com munities  
from which we must leave is utilized« If you have any which you  
ieel mxght be of value to us, please notify this office in San Fran�
cisco immediately so that it may be considered before eva cuation  
takes place*

Spsed is of the essence in all of the above recommen dations*
After evacuation takes place, it will be too late to cope with pro�
jects two, three, and four* Therefore, if your chapter is interes ted,  
we suggest that you take care of these matters immediately.

This is a service which comes under the Home Front ban ner of the  
new national set-up.



JAPANESE AMERICAN CITIZ ENS LEAGUE 
OFFICE OF THE NATIONAL S ECRETARY 

2051 Bush Street  
San Francisco, California

Bulletin No. 148 April 8, 1942

RE: STUDENTS

Of particular interest to high school graduates who -are inter�
ested in going on to college or university and to all s tudents now  
attending colleges or universities who are seeking trans fers in order  
to complete their education is the Education Project of the National  
JACL.

The Salt Lake City headquarters have “been instruct ed to send  
questionnaires to every college and university in t he United States  
inquiring as to whether they will accept transfer s tudents from the  
Pacific Coast colleges and universities as well as high school stu�
dents who are interested in going to collegej The con ditions under  
which Japanese students will he accepted, the schola rships and fellow  
ships available to Japanese on a competitive basis, th e tuition fees  
and dues, the special examinations or recommendations wh ich every  
student will be asked to take or bring: these are am ong a few of  
the questions which are being asked by the JACL. In addit ion t® the  
questionnaire, every college and university is bein g sent an explana�
tory letter outlining the reasons for the questionn aire and the  
necessity of permitting the Japanese to complete th eir college work,.

The results of this questionnaire will be available to a ll in�
terested persons before fall.

The National is also cooperating with various religi ous and  
educational groups which are interested in the same probl em. The  
coordinated efforts of all organizations will be mad e available lv,  
time.

NOTE: This morning, in a telephone conversation, Mr. Wall ace  
Howland,Deputy Chief.of the Civilian Staff of the War Re location  
Authority, informed this office that all college or un iversity stu�
dents who have made arrangements to complete their work a t  some other  
college or university outside of the prohibited are as may make appli�
cations to their local WCCA office for a travel permit . Such appli�
cations will receive serious consideration, accordi ng to Mr. Howland.



«J APAÑELE AMERICAN LI-XI a e NB .uüi .c¿ üXijji  
OFFICE OF T EE NATIONAL S ECRETARY 

2031 Bush Street  
San Francisco, California

Bulletin #  14S April 9, 1942

The following letter, \iiich is enclosed for your informati on*  
prepared by the National Secretary for hr. Milton S . Eisenhower:

April 6 , 1942

Mr, Milton S. Eisenhower, Director  
Aar Relocation Authority
western be fens© Command a no Fourth Army head Quarters
A hi t c omb Ho t e 1
San Francisco, California

j>ea r Hr • El s enhow e r :

Before submitting our recommendations for your conside ration, may  
I, an behalf of the members of our committee and the 2 0,000 members of  
the Japanese American Citizens League, exteno to you  and the members  
of your staff our heartfelt appreciation fox’ the privil ege and opport�
unity of meeting v; ith you and cis cussing our mutu al problems regard�
ing the relocation of Japanese evacuees from the Pacifi c Coast. Your  
symoathetic understanding and vision od  the tremendous forces involved  
have convinced us of your sincerity and ability. Ae  are grateful that  
our Federal Government lias appointed a man of your  calibre to Direct  
the humane and democratic resettlement of us unfortun ate people who have  
been called upon to leave our homes ano businesses in order txxat the  
military defenses of our country may be strengthened . No are nopeful  
that our suggestions and recommendations will be giv en the utmost  
consideration as the frank and reasoned opinions of a  number of rep�
resentative American citizens of «Japanese extractio n who are legitimate�
ly and sincerely interested in cooper ating. with our Gove rnment in she  
successful and happy solution to this tragedy.

BACKGROUND)

Before introducing various suggestions as to what mi ght and ought  
to be done, may w e mention a few pertinent faces whic h v«e feel will  

helpful to you as background material in your study of thi s problem.

by the

In the first place, the entire evacuation program is c omplicated  
fact that we are dealing with a society which is com posed of  

both Amer ican citizens and “enemy aliens. Moreover , the very^parents  
of the citizens are "enemy aliens." Approximately two-thirds of this  
society are citizens while one-third is foreign b o m .  Be cause both  
groups* are living under the same roof in most cases, the tendency may  
be to treat both generations as one. This may be dangero us for the  
future, for the citizens ha ve been taught that they ar e entitleo to  
certain inalienable rights w hich no other citizenr y enjoys. To deny  
them these rights and to subject them to the same treat ment, or what  
may appear to be worse, than .the so-called enemies o f their own cour  
may create an embittered and disillusioned cla  
war which will be of little value to the nation  
reconstruction and rehabilitation* Fur thermore  
citizenship, the argument that we are' fighting
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Secondly, there is a wide gap between the ages of the first and  
second generations. According to our estimates, the average age of  
the Japan-born is about sixty years while the. t of the Uni ted otates-  
born is close to twenty—one# This means that one gener ation nas just  
about reach “the  
f o Ikwa y I , a n d: h 1 s  
other

¡no of the trail,  
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developed certain mores and  
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'$)  generation is just reaching their majority, is at the impressionable
age, and is eagerly awaiting a chance to make a suc cess of their lives  
We are afraid that a great number, estimated by some to b e as high as  
fifty per cent, of the older generation will pass away w ith the coming  

\ of the summer heat or the cold of winter because they canno t adjust  
themselves to the rigors of camp life and the chang es in climate and  
humidity. As for the younger generation, may we venture  to say that  
the spirit with which they are inoculated during their  **exile*f will  
determine the type of American which they will be in the yea rs to come-

Thirdly, popular conceptions notwithstanding, more Japanese are  
located in the urban areas than on the farms. Our estimat es indicate  
that approximately sixty per cent are city-dwellers whil e forty per  
cent are engaged in agricultural pursuits. This simpl y means that most  
of the Japanese, when finally resettled for the duration, must be relo�
cated with the thought in mind that they cannot and wil l not be farmersc

Fourthly, the Japanese communities, as a group, are thrifty, proud ,  
and civic-minded, W© have often been told that we ma nage to stay off  
relief rolls better than any other group; etc. If these traits are  
worth preserving, then those in charge of relocation sho uld so word  
their regulations and conduct their activities that these characterist�
ics may be maintained and fostered.

Fifthly, the second generation Japanese are probabl y better edu�
cated, as a class, than almost any other second generation  immigrant  
group. We have demonstrated a remarkable desire to learn, and  our  
parents have sacrified much in order that their chi ldren might be  
oetter equipped to compete in the American way than  they themselves  
were some forty or fifty years ago. Regardless of what  type of re�
settlement is contemplated, education should be one of t he first con�
sideration of those in charge.

Sixthly, the Japanese people, by the large, are more America n  
than Oriental. Our parent generation has spent more  than eighty per  
cent of their lives here in the United States. Only a  few have ever  
returned to Japan. Most of them are more loyal to these United States  
In their patient, quiet way than a majority of those who  are demanding  
that we be put into concentration camps because we are alle gedly dis-  
loyal and dangerous0 As for us citizens, we can only  say that we, as  
a group, know no other allegiance or country. We were born, educa ted,  
made friends, established homes and businesses, etc., here. Although*  
our physical characteristics may mark us apart, most of  us desire to  
assume, with every other American, our share in the winning of this  
war. In all projects, the fact that most of us are American and de�
sire to be treated as such should be a primary consid eration.

Seventhly, the Japanese have no national organization  except the  
Japanese American’Citizens League, which is confine d only to the Ameri�
can citizens of Japanese extraction While other nati onality groups  
may have a number of national organizations which pu rport to represent  
them, the Japanese have only our organization, whic h is non-partisan  
and non-sectarian^ to speak for them on a national basis. We believe  
that it is important that this factor be kept in mind, for both the  
first and second generation, by the large, have greater c onfidence in  
our League than they have in any other organization  or group of leaders  
regardless of their nationality or affiliation. ?

R^COMMENDA TIONS

GENERAL STATEMENT:

Because the problems incidental to the actual evacua tion are  
strictly In the hands of the military and are not under your juris dic�
tion, we shall not submit any recommendations which have to deal with  
that phase. We shall attempt to confine our suggesti ons to those which  
fall under your province.

We believe that it should be kept constantly in mind by tho se
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charged with the responsibility of relocation and r esettlement that we  
Japanese, both nationals and citizens alike, in the gr eat majority are  
cooperating in this evacuation process because we f eel that this is  
our contribution to the national defense efforts of  our country and not  
because we are disloyal or subversive, as charged by many. Ve are doing  
our best to follow out the various regulations and ord ers because we  
feel that this is our patriotic duty and not because we are su bmitting  
to the demands of the jingoists, race-haters, and pol iticians who have  
demanded that we be placed in concentration camps. We have n ot con�
tested the right of the military to order this moveme nt, even though  
it meant leaving all that we hold dear and sacred, becuase we believe  
that cooperation on our part villi  mean a reciprocal cooperation on the  
part of the government.

Above all, we desire that it be distinctly understood  that we are  
most grateful to the great majority of the American pe ople and to our  
Federal Government for their tolerance, sympathy, and u nderstanding  
during this tragic era. We have confidence in our Govern ment and a  
living faith in the American people that we shall not  be permitted to  
be the victims of persecution and violence and that , when the war is  
won, we shall have a greater and more unified United Stat es in which  
we Japanese Americans will have a vital and signifi cant part.

GENERAL POLICI ES:

We believe that all projects should be directed (1) to create  
"Better Americans In A Greater America"; (2) to maintain a high and  
healthy morale among the evacuees; (3) to train the m to cope with the  
difficult problems of adjustment and rehabilitation  after the war;
(4) to permit them to actually and actively partici pate in the war  
effort of our nation; and (5) to develope a communi ty spirit of cooper�
ative action and service to others before self.

We suggest that your office formulate certain broad, gener al, and  
well-defined policies which you have set as your goal  or aim, and that  
we Japanese Americans be given the discretionary powe rs to build and to  
function within your outlines. While we believe in s elf-government, we  
are somewhat skeptical as to the practicability of perm itting us to set  
up all the policies and practices which will govern our conduct in these  
projects and elsewhere without proper and adequate su pervision.

We are concerned with the fact that most of us have neve r lived in  
a community which was preponderantly Japanese; and we a re wondering  
what effect this peculiar situation will have on our y ounger "teen" age  
people should they be confined to these camps for severa l years. As  
it is, our group has constantly been condemned as be ing too clannish  
to be assimilated into the American cultural pattern.

We suggest that as much Intercourse with "white” Ameri cans be per�
mitted as possible. We do not relish the thought of "L ittle Tokyos"  
springing up in these resettlement projects, for by so d oing we are  
only perpetuating the very things which we hope to elimi nate: those  
mannerisms and thoughts which mark us apart, aside fro m our physical  
characteristics. We hope for a one hundred per cent Americ an community.  
And, for such a community, it is essential that Caucasia n contacts are  
maintained personally through daily intercourse and  not through the  
medium of letters or books.

DRAFTEE STATUS:

We believe that American citizens of Japanese ancestry s hould con�
tinue to be permitted to serve in the armed forces of the U nited States.  
We further hold that the members of the Japanese communi ties, whether  
they be in camps or not, should be privileged to participate in any and  
every government registration or request for service . This is vital for  
morale.



PUBLIC RELATIONS:

We recommend that a vigorous public relations campaign  be carried  
cut among three general groups, namely': (1) the public a t large, (2)  
the Japanese themselves, and (3) the government.

We believe that it is essential that the American public at la rge  
be convinced that we are not the ungrateful, dangerou s, treacherous  
Japs which some persons would have them believe. We believ e that speak�
ers, both Japanese Americans and other Americans, s hould tour the east,  
the south, the midwest, the mountains, and even the Pacific Coast to  
explain our position and to refute some of the allegatio ns and accusa�
tions which have been hurled at us. In this connection, we b elieve that  
the military authorities ought to amplify their rea sons for requesting  
this evacuation and also to publically acknowledge that the g reat majo�
rity of Japanese, in their opinion, are loyal and that the y have been  
most cooperative and uncomplaining In their respons e to army orders.
It Is important that the public be informed so that thes e evacuees may  
not only be resettled during the duration but also t ha.t they be welcomed  
to their present homes when they return after the war.  Moreover, by  
naving Japanese Americans laud the work of the War R elocation .Authority,  
we may be able to créate a favorable public sentiment w hich will permit  
your office to do that which you desire in the reloc ation of our group.

If your program is to succeed, it must be "sold" to the Jap anese,  
both those in camps and those who are outside of them. Persons in  
whom we have confidence must not only be in responsib le positions but  
must also explain the "why’s and wherefor’s" of the pr ogram. If the  
reasons behind many of the orders and regulations co uld have been ex�
plained in detail, much of the confusion and bewildermen t could have  
been avoided. To avoid a repetition of this confusio n, a vigorous pro�
gram of information and public relations must be carr ied on among the  
Japanese people, particularly among the younger Ameri can citizens of  
Japanese ancestry who are not old enough to appreciate  the significance  
of the problem.

In order that your office may have the necessary funds an d powers  
to carry on the outlined projects, it Is important that  the members of  
Congress and the Executive Departments understand ánd appreciate wha t  
you are doing, both from the standpoint of the American pu blic and its  
future policy and the Japanese and their attempt to fit into the cultur�
al pattern.

EDUCATION:

We believe that the educational program which will  be carried out  
In these resettlement projects, together with the arran gements made for  
those interested in higher education, will be the mos t instrumental fac�
tor in molding the future of the young Jap nese Americans .

One thing is certain: there should be no Japanese langua ge schools.

Another important Item is that all classes should be  so integrated  
that every student will be inculcated with the spir it of Americanism  
and democratic processes. The entire program should be w ell directed  
and well rounded, with particular emphasis on those class es which will  
train the students in leadership, personal and commun ity adjustment and  
rehabilitation, mental and social hygiene, vocation s, handicraft, social  
graces, personality development, etc. Special stress s hould be laid on  
the enunciation and pronunciation of words so that awkward and "Oriental"  
sounds will be eliminated.

The need for highly competent instructors is eviden t.- Because of  
their greater responsibility, they must be better than  the average  
teacher. We are apposed to such plans as asking retired instructors  
and volunteers to aid In the teaching, for we are most likely t o get  
instructors who are either too old for this type of te aching or those  
who were not successful elsewhere. We suggest that all instructors,
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whether they be Japanese Americans or not, be required to take a tho�
rough examination before being submitted to teach, This is very im�
portant because it will be in the classrooms that the mos t significant  
work in the molding of good Americans can be done.

In addition, we suggest that nurseries be established f or pre�
school age children and that high school age studen ts be permitted to  
go outside of camps and attend regular high schools wh erever practic�
able and possible. We believe that these outside cont acts would be  
most helpful.

Too, there should be Americanization and English classes for those  
who are interested, as well as adult education classes f or those who  
have completed high school courses. University exte nsion classes are  
also recommended.

For those students noto in college, we suggest that some  system of  
permitting them to transfer to colleges and univers ities outside of  
the military zones be established. Federal aid should  be made avail�
able to them in order that they may complete their educ ation and become  
useful citizens. The non-resident fees of many of th e state schools  
should either be waived or paid for by the state from  which these stu�
dents are forced to leave.

It is our contention that if the community or family kn ew that  
they had some one dear to them on the outside preparing  for the life  
to come that the morale of the group would be bolstere d ^nd maintained  
even in the darkest of days. Finally, it will be in th e education of  
our group as a whole that the salvation of our nationa lity rests.

RELIGION:

Recognizing the value of spiritual forces and the work  of the  
churches in this task of evacuation and resettlement, we suggest that  
every opportunity be given to carry on normal religi ous activity. We  
are especially concerned with the future of the Buddhist f aith, for  
although about one-half of the Japanese people are fo llowers of this  
faith they lack the ’’outside” contacts of the Chri stian churches and  
are probably the most misunderstood of all of our groups . Moreover,  
we believe that special care should be taken to see that conflicts  
arising within and between faith be avoided.

While we recognize the need for religious education a nd activity  
.in the relocation program, we strongly urge that steps be t aken to con�
fine the work of the church people to phases of relig ious worship only  
and that they are not permitted to engage in other sph ere of acitivity.  
We believe that the social and recreational requirements of  the commu�
nity, for example, should be taken care of by the community and  not  
broken up into church groups for the special attent ion of their own  
congregations•

SPORTS AND RECREATION:

We believe that sports, recreation, and socials of all kin ds are  
necessary for the morale of the communities. Adequate  facilities for  
the above should be provided as soon as possible afte r arrival at these  
projects. These should be organized along a mass or team  basis as much  
as possible so that the idea of teamwork can. be stresse d. Competent  
instructors and leaders should be provided.

We recommend that every person be required to participate  in some-  
form of physical activity under proper supervision a nd direction.

The competitive spirit should be fostered, possibly b y organized  
league play within the camps for those sports which  are susceptible to  
such organization and by inter-camp competition or exhibitions with  
near by high schools or athletic clubs. The latter might also be used  
as a method of keeping in ”touch” with the ’’outside11 world.



Motion pictures and outside entertainment  
a re pular schedule wherever possible» Dramas,  
programs, etc., produced by the members of the  
per direction and supervision should prove of

should be provided on  
one-act plays, special  
communities under pro�

great interest and value.

Dances, parties, and other forms of socials should be e ncouraged  
as one means of keeping the spirits of the people on the  upgrade.

PUBLICATIONS AND RADIOS;

We believe that all magazines, periodicals, publications , news�
papers, and books should be permitted in the resettlem ent projects with�
out undue restrictions. We also believe that every famil y unit or  
other unit should be permitted to have and to use a  standard radio  
receiving set.

We suggest that every project have its own newspaper or m imeo�
graphed bulletin so that all the people within that c ommunity will  
know what is going on.

Perhaps it might be best if Japanese language newspap ers are per�
mitted, provided that they are under government super vision, so that  
the first generation, most of whom cannot read or unde rstand English  
too well, might be kept informed as to the happenings in the world and  
the latest regulations concerning their conduct.

We suggest that every resettlement project have an adequ  te li�
brary. In this connection, may we suggest that those Japanese who  
have libraries of fine books, as well as collections of magazines,  
should be asked to contribute them for the use of thes e projects, rath�
er than disposing of them at ridiculous prices or even giv ing them  
away. If this suggestion is accepted, immediate acti on is necessary  
for we have reports that many evacuees are selling valu able series  
like the Encyclopaedia Britannica, the Harvard Classics, the Book of  
Knowledge, etc., by the pound in order to realize someth ing on their  
books o

HEALTH AND MEDICAL FAC E LI TI ES;

We recommend that the physcial and mental well being of ev ery  
individual be assure by a competent medical ?nd denta il staff and ade�
quate facilities. We are concerned over the possibili ties that many  
of the first generation will not be able to survive the  hardships of  
their new life. We are also concerned over the possibilit ies of con�
tagious and epidemics which mieht sweep the projects.

We believe that particular attention should be given t he problem  
of expectant mothers and the care of children.

We believe that the chronic infirm and ill should be le ft at  
public wards and Institutions so that they will not clutter up the  
hospitals and beds, as well as demand the attention of doctors and  
nurses who afe needed for the care of the general evacu ees.

We believe that the latest medical practices and equipm ent should  
be used in the treatment of all patients and that the  government bear  
the expense of all necessary medical and dental care, i ncluding hospi- .  
talization and special attention or treatment.

JAPANESE PROFESSIONAL AND SP ECIALLY-TRAIN ED PEOPLE;

We believe that as many Japanese as possible, especia lly those  
with special training, such as doctors, dentists, nurse s, social work�
ers, architects, draftsmen, etc., should be used in t he work, both at  
the induction centers and at the permanent settlements.  Those whose  
training and experience qualify them for special tasks s hould be assign  
ed them and utilized in supervisory or administrative ca pacities over  
outside workers as much as possible. If shortages e xist, as certainly  
they shall, it is suggested that only qualified persons be acc epted



failed to make afor work, for too often volunteers are those who have  
success of their work elsewhere»

BUSINESS AND INBUS TRY:

We believe that all businesses and industries should be of the  
cooperative nature and that, as far as possible, th ey should , deal v/ith  
some valuable contributing-to-the-national-defense typ e of work.

Credit unions, savings association, cooperative buy ing and selling  
organizations— all aimed at promoting an "esprit de corps" should be  
encouraged, rather than individual canteens or stores . The entire  
management and control should be in the hands of the Japanes e themselves

As far as industrial products and manufacturing is co ncerned, the  
type of objects to be manufactured should be such as to requ ire the  
minimum amount of machinery and equipment, as well t ransportation and  
processing. Each industry site should be as near as.possible to th e 
source of materials and hand fabricable articles ma de of clay, wood,  
cloth, etc., might prove successful both from the standpoint  of market�
ing and locating the plant. The articles to be manufactu red should  
include many things formerly imported and now hard to  get. Wooden ob�
jects such as furniture, toys, barrels, boxes, etc.; cla y products  
such as bowls, plates, crucibles; chemical retorts; peapermaking and  
allied products; leather goods such as shoes, cartridge  belts, etc.;  
fiber goods like rope, mats, baskets, etc., are distinct possib ilities.  
Weaving, textiles, and sewing might furnish an outlet f or the women.

As much as possible of the work produced should consist o f things  
that are needed by the armed forces or as feeders to defens e industries.  
Such government agencies as the War Productions Boa rd, the National  
Resources Planning Board, the W. P. A.5 and others should be contacted  
to determine what is needed requiring the least mac hinery and the most  
handicraft. Camouflage nets have been suggested for the fisherm en as  
a possibility.

We believe that the men and women should be employed  as nearly as  
possible in the same lines as they were in normal life. W here this  
is impossible, it is suggested that most Japanese are q uite skillful  
with their hands. Aritificial flowers might be made, for e xample, for  
the eastern markets.

If the work of all is readily seen as vital to the nationa l de�
fense, it would materially aid the morale of the group in th at it  
would indicate that the government has some degree of c onfidence in us  
and that we are actually contributing to the national defe nse effort.

AGRICULTURE

We recommend that a sound and balanced agricultural  program be  
adopted in these resettlemtn areas. The program should  be directed and  
supervised by the Federal Government and should be so planned that it  
will fit into the pattern of postwar planning of this Governme nt, keep�
ing in mind that these farmers should be permitted to engage  in those  
particular fields of agriculture to which they are ac customed as far  
as possible. The type of farming, within the community , should be as  
diversified as possible unless the aim is to produc e for other markets  
and special emphasis should be palced on the producti on of vital foods.  
Government agencies which should be able to render cons iderable assist�
ance are the Department of Agriculture, the War Boards,  the Soil Con�
servation Service, Farm Security Administration, and the various agri�
cultural colleges. Proper soil and water conservation  practices should  
be encouraged.

We believe that proper laboratory facilities, with a ll necessary  
equipment, tools, and other facilities, should be set up  in the various  
resettlement areas so that certain important agricult ural experiements  
can be undertaken. Qualified Japanese American resea rch men from the
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an opportunity to work on these  
department of Agriculture. Thi

engineers, etc

•gamzations and programs, such as the  
of America'.and 4-H Clubs, for the purpose of developing  

leadership, character, and. talents. Vegetables, fruit, a nd other pro�
ducts grown or raised in these projects should be enter ed into competi�
tion at the county and state fairs.

Future Farmers

In agriculture, as in business, tie cooperative prin ciples should  
be practiced as much as possible in every phase of the ag ricultural  
industry, from cooperative buying and planning to c ooperative market�
ing of the products.

The equip-rent now owned and used by the Japanese on their own  
farms should be transported and used wherever possibl e so that the  
expenses of purchasing new equipment will not be a fa ctor in planning  
these projects.

Canneries and other processing centers should be es tablished and  
operated by the Japanese. Packing houses and sheds, too, are p ossibi�
lities •

The Federal Government should also consider the possib ilities of  
setting up farm work projects in certain agricultur al areas, as re�
forestation, irrigation, etc., projects.

The re markable success of the Japanese Americans along  new agri�
cultural pursuits that will aid in the war effort shoul d be undertaken  
by the government. Dairy farming, beekeeping, bulb growing, mushroom  
growing, soybean and castor bean growing are among many  possible fields  
which the Japanese have not yet engaged in with part icular success or  
in humbers•

LABOR AND WAGES:

We believe that all Japanese who are requested to w ork on certain  
projects should be guaranteed, the prevailing wages  and hours, as we 11  
as working conditions. Ju3t because we happen to be e vacuees should  
not be an excuse for exploitation and slavery, either in dustrially or  
agriculturally.

Should the work be such that group movement is necessary,  the  
family unit should he maintained. Proper housing, s anitation, medica�
tion, etc., should be the required prerequisites before permission to  
hire or use evacuee labor is granted.

Special care should he given to all labor contracts so that con�
flicts with existing labor groups or unions will not occur.

We are opposed to the creation of “labor pools“ in whic h the  
entire Japanese evacuee community is placed and fro m which only the  
men will be transported from project to project to do work.

Public works may be a partial solution to the probl em, provided  
that the family unit idea could be kept, and. would be a m orale builder  
inasmuch as they would be contributing to the public we lfare. This  
suggestion presupposes that the “chain-gang” theory o f convict labor  
will not be followed as suggested by some.

A graduated scale of compensation for labor with emphasi s on ini�
tiative and skill is desirable as a general rule.

CITIZ ENSHIP R ECOGNITION:

Inasmuch as most of us are American citizens and are proud of  
that designation, it is highly Important that immed iate and effective
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means of maintaining that pride he formulated and announced*

Infringements on civil liberties should he kept- at  the absolute  
minimum and should not he invoked unless necessary, they should ho  
applied to all without regard to race, color, or nation al origin* De�
tailed and complete explanations for the necessity of every prohibitive  
order should he made to all concerned, and such expla nations should he  
made on the basis of a patriotic appeal and not on the idea of one  
group being more disloyal than any other group.

We urge the Federal Govorhment and the Western Defense Co mmand to  
clear up the notion that they believe that the Japanese, a s a group,  
are more disloyal and dangerous than any other group a nd that we here  
in America are classed on the same level with the militarists i n Japan  
itself* If this were done, we are confident that all the Japan ese  
would appreciate this gesture more than anything else which could or  
might he done*

Assurances should he given that the War Relocation A uthority and  
the Attorney General1s office will protest any attem pt on the part  
of any state or of the Congress itself to pass discr iminatory legis�
lation -against the Japanese while they a re in these reset tlement  
camps and that they frown upon any attempt to deprive  American citi�
zens of Japanese ancestry of their citizenship*

Freedom of movement outside of the prohibited areas shou ld he  
granted all citizens*

Paradoxical as this may scorn,, w-are-opposed to Se aring or Deter�
mining Boards or Commissions which might attempt to  determine the  
loyalty of those in these resettlement projects. We be lieve that the  
regular agencies of the government, such as the FBI, shou ld investi�
gate and intern or jail all disloyal or questionable p ersons, he they  
citizens or otherwise. We believe that it would he i mpossible to ob�
tain a qualified personnel capable of determining th e loyalty or non�
loyalty of over a hundred thousand people* Personal l ikes and dis�
likes might enter in. And, should a person be adjudg ed disloyal at  
this time because of something which he might have said or done years  
ago, he would be branded for life and would prove us eless after the  
war. We believe that the American concepts of justice— th at one is  
innocent until proved guilty--should be applicable to all citizens,  
including ourselves. Until definite facts of overt ac tions of dis�
loyalty can be shown, we believe that all persons sh ould be accepted  
at their face value, as loyal and devoted citizens of the  United  
States.

As far as possible and practicable, Japanese Americ ans should be  
treated in the same manner as all other American citizens,  and cer�
tainly v/ith greater consideration than the "enemy ali ens'*.

Because of the unusual and unprecedented requests ma de upon Ameri�
can citizens of Japanese ancestry, special provisions  should be mader  
to compensate them for the temporary loss of some of the ir privileges  
and rights. This might be in the form of "certifica tes” of citizen�
ship or appreciation, or some other token which will help them retain  
their self-respect in their own eyes and in the eyes of their fellow  
citizens *

ORGANIZATION;

Self-government as far as possible and practicable should be the  
order of the day. Because most of those involved are citi zens, the  
citizens should be given special privileges over an d above those  
granted to the non-citizens.

We recommend that only citizens who have attained t heir majority  
be permitted to vote and to hold offices of any sort, e lective or  
appointive. We suggest that the Japan*born be permitte d to elect ad�
visory boards which would advise the elected officia ls as to what  
ought to be done, etc., but which has no veto or other powers.

- �  -



Every resettlement project should be permitted to dra w up its own  
constitution, as it were, in a manner corresponding  to the constitu�
tional conventions held by the several states befor e their admittance  
into the union. They should be guided by the rules s et up by the ^ar  
Relocation Authority, said rules being considered i n the same relation  
as the Federal Constitution is to the state constitutions.  Most re�
settlement camps might be governed in the manner of the s tates, being  
divided into districts and counties. As f ar as pos sible, the actual  
terms used in the political field ought to be used.  Either bicameral  
or unicameral legislatures might be set up, with executiv e and judi�
cial departments to correspond. The project supervisor s could serve  
in the capacity of "federal men51 and over-ride the wishes  of the  
"state" group. Appeal from the decisions of the superv isory council  
might be made directly to the v»ar Relocation Authority  officials.

Each project should be permitted to select a certain  number of  
persons, depending upon its size, who would represent  them in an in er-  
resettlement projects "congress" which would meet at  stated intervals  
and make recommendations to the tar Relocation Authorit y.

The entire theme of the government should parallel as  much as  
possible the actual governmental set up of the United States so that  
lessons in practical democracy will be taught to all con cerned. All  
citizens should be required to register before being  permitted to vote.  
A minature congress should be set up to pass legisl ation! an executive  
department created to enforce the legislation; and a j udiciary either  
appointed or elected to determine the legality of all ac tions. All  
problems relating to the camps, such as policing, fi re-fighting, etc.,  
should be dealt with by the citizens themselves.

Properly coordinated and supervised, a program of th is nature  
will not only give to all concerned a greater appreci ation of the  
workings of our government but also invaluable leaders hip training  
so that all evacuee citizens will be more ably prepare d to help in  
the solving of the tremendous post-war problems.

PRIVAT E PR OJECTS;

We recommend that all persons, groups, or communities  which have  
resettlement plans of their own in mind should be pe rmitted to carry  
them out", provided that they can receive government appro val.

As far a s individuals who desire to leave the prohib ited areas  
and go to other regions outside of the Pacific Coast states con�
cerned, we suggest that they be granted permits to do so if they can  
produce s atisfactory evidence that they have a pla ce to go, a job or  
some one to take care of them so that they will not become public  
charges, and the community to which they wish to go will permit them  
to come. If the individual desires government aid i n reaching his  
destination, another problem arises which would hav e to be dealt with  
on the basis of government policy.

For o’r>oups and communit �� � � � which desire to go out as a unit and  
resettle as a unit, we believe that the government ought  to furnish  
every encouragement. If such groups or communities a lready have re�
settlements sites in mind, the government ought to exam ine them thor�
oughly In terms of desirability as to location, public reac tion, pro�
ductivity, present and needed facilities,'6tc. If no government  
funds are needed, and the projects are approved, permiss ion for "the  
groups or communities to resettle ought to be grante d. If funds are  
necessary, government policy will again govern. If groups and commu-  
nities desire to go out as units to resettle but do no t nave any spe�
cific sites in mind, the government field men should  recommend those  
which they feel are best adapted for that particular g roup or community  
Then the interested groups should be permitted to sel ect representa�
tives who will be allowed to examine the lands and repo rt back to their  
group. If the group then approves, they can make the necess ary ar�
rangements with the government.

On all group or community projects, we urge that th e government  
give special attention to these factors;
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Every resettlement project should be permitted to dra w up its own  
constitution, as it were, in a manner corresponding to the constitu�
tional conventions held by the several states befor e their admittance  
into the union. They should be guided by the rules set up by the ^ar  
Relocation Authority, said rules being considered i n the same relation  
as the Federal Constitution is to the state constitutions. Mos t re�
settlement camps might be governed in the manner of the  states, being  
divided into districts and counties. As far  as poss ible, the actual  
terms used in the political field ought to be used. Either bicameral  
or unicameral legislatures might be set up, with execut ive and judi�
cial departments to correspond. The project supervisor s could serve  
in the capacity of wfederal men” and over-ride the wish es of the  
"state” group. Appeal from the decisions of the sup ervisory council  
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resettlement projects "congress” which would meet a t stated intervals  
and make recommendations to the War Relocation Auth ority.

The entire theme of the government should parallel as much as  
possible the actual governmental set up of the United S tates so that  
lessons in practical democracy will be taught to al l concerned. All  
citizens should be required to register before being permitted to vote.  
A minature congress should be set up to pass legisl ation; an executive  
department created to enforce the legislation; and a j udiciary either  
appointed or elected to determine the legality of all actions. All  
problems relating to the camps, such as policing, fir e-fighting, etc.,  
should be dealt with by the citizens themselves.

Properly coordinated and supervised, a program of t his nature  
will not only give to all concerned a greater apprecia tion of^the  
workings of our government but also invaluable leadersh ip training  
so that all evacuee citizens will be more ably prepa red to help in  
the solving of the tremendous post-war problems.

PRIVAT E PR OJECTS;

We recommend that all persons, groups, or communities wh ich have  
resettlement plans of their own in mind should be per mitted to "carry  
them out", provided that they can receive government appro val.

As far a s individuals who desire to leave the proh ibited areas  
and go to other regions outside of the Pacific Coast st ates ’.are con�
cerned, we suggest that they be granted permits to do so if they can  
produce s atisfactory evidence that they have a pla ce to go, a job or  
some one to take care of them so that they will not become  public  
charges, and the community to which they wish to go will permit them  
to come. If the individual desires government aid in reaching his  
destination, another problem arises which would hav e to be dealt with  
on the basis of government policy.

For groups and communities which desire to go out as a unit and  
resettle as a unit, we believe that the government ough t to furnish  
every encouragement. If such groups or communities already have re�
settlement sites in mind, the government ought to examine them thor�
oughly in terms of desirability as to location, public r eaction, pro�
ductivity, present and needed facilities,-btc. If no g overnment  
funds are needed, and the projects are approved, permiss ion for the  
groups or' communities to resettle ought to be grant ed. If funds are  
necessary, government policy will again govern. If gr oups and commu�
nities desire to go out as units to resettle but do n ot have any spe�
cific sites in mind, the government field men should  recommend those  
which they feel are best adapted for that particular gro up or community  
Then, the interested groups should be permitted to sele ct representa�
tives who will be allowed to examine the lands and repo rt back to their  
group. If the group then approves, they can make the ne cessary ar�
rangements with the government.

On all group or community projects, we urge that the government  
give special attention to these factors;
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(1) No individual or group, regardless of their nationali ty,  
should he permitted to make exorbitant profits out of this resettle�
ment program*

(2) The projects should be so situated that they are not obnox�
ious to the people already present or dangerously close  to military  
depots or possible military programs.

(3) The groups or communities should be large enough so that  
special military protection could be given if necess ary and still  
small enough so that they would not constitute a menac e to the locali�
ty.

(4) The group should be so well organized, either b ecause of  
long acquaintanceship with each other or because of s pecial interests  
which bind them together, so that they will be able t o get along with  
the minimum of trouble and disagreement.

(5) The group should be able to bear all or most of the cos ts of  
setting up such resettlement projects or give satisf actory evidence  
that they can repay whatever loans the government may  grant them.

(6) The project is reasonable capable of sustaining or support�
ing the number and the type of people who desire to resettle  there*

(7) The project either has sufficient housing and other facili�
ties or can be supplied with the necessary buildings, etc., wi thout  
too much cost or delay to accommodate the resettlement g roup.

INDUCTION OH ASSEMBLY CENTERS:

Because first impressions are so important, we sugg est that as  
many of the above recommendations as possible be made  available at  
these initial centers. Proper management and planned r outines will  
do much to eliminate the confusion and troubles which  mark so msny  
of these projects. Recreational, social, and athleti c facilities for  
young and" old should be ready so that the evacuees wil l not be bored  
by the lack of something to do. If possible, every person should be  
put to some type of work or planned program. Schools for the elemen�
tary and the secondary students should be available to all so that  
classwork can be continued with the minimum loss of time. Adeq uate  
food, both a s to quality and quantity, should be supplied . Special  
efforts should be made to make everyone feel at s,ho me'! and that they  
are invited to help in the general program. Religious se rvices for  
all denominations and religions should be available. Proper medical  
and dental facilities should be set up to take care of a iy and all  
cases, from fatigue to childbirth to accident treatmen ts. Processing  
of the evacuees should be completed as .soon as possibl e so that they  
may be sent to the semi-permanent or permanent projec ts without too  
much delay.

SEMI AND P ERMANENT RESETTLEMENT PROJECTS;

Wo suggest that as many of the general recommendations given as  
applicable and desirable should be adopted and applie d to the semi�
permanent or permanent resettlement projects.

In addition, we believe that those of us who are to bo rese ttled  
at a particular point should be allowed to help In cr eating that cen�
ter. The homes should be as home-looking as possible, and as comfort�
able as humanly possible under the circumstances. A s much of the nor�
mal living process as is consistent with the location and the times  
should be permitted. Their storaged furniture and othe r articles, if  
possible, ought to be shipped to them as soon as pos sible so that nor�
mal housekeeping, to some extent at least, may be resu med.

Everyone should be put to some task immediately. Idle hands and  
idle minds will create problems which might be avoided i f all were put  
to some constructive and useful work-*



The entire population ought to he called together and t he plans  
for the duration explained in full detail to all concerne d* Questions  
should be answered in detail and suggestions invited *

The projects should be in full operation within a day o r two of  
the arrival of the evacueesr. Conditions and other donsi derations  
should be as normal and non-camp-like as possible* No intimation or  
hint should be given that they are in concentration camp s or in pro�
tective custody, or that the government does not have full  faith and  
confidence in them a s a group and as individuals.

GENERAL CONCLUSIONS;

We must apoligize for this lengthy and wordy list of r ecommenda�
tions* We are fully aware that you and your staff have conside red  
most of them to your attention as some of our ideas concerning what  
ought to be done in the resettlement of the Japanese  evacuees* The  
list of recommendations does not pretend to deal wit h every problem  
and merely represents our thoughts regarding those which  came into our  
minds* We trust that they will be of some service and valu e to you.

Finally, in concluding this letter to you, may we reiterate  the  
pledge of our Japanese American Citizens League to coo perate with you  
to the best of our abilities and to offer to you and ou r Government  
the individual and organizational facilities at our dis posal.

Respectfully submitted,
JAPANESE AMERICAN CITIZ ENS I E AGUE

Mik-e /M #- Ma-aaoka __
National Secretary  
Field Executive


