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0IOGRAPH3T -  ADMINISTRATION

The Ooiuiatms o f f ic e  was opened in  Uie A H  

Tower (American Insurance Union) In A p r i l , 1943. Th® 

h eadquarters fo r  the C en tral Ohio re lo c a t io n  program 

reamlned In th is  lo c a t io n  u n t i l  the c lo s in g  o f the 

D i s t r i c t  o f f ic e  on December 1 , 1945*

E v e re tt  L* Bakan# Chairman of the Pou ltry  D epart­

ment, C ollege o f A g r ic u ltu re , The Ohio S ta te  U n iv e rs ity , 

was na脚 d R elo catio n  O ffic e r  fo r  the C en tra l Ohio 

D i s t r i c t .  Ho was w idely known in  Ohio a g r ic u l tu r a l  

c i r c l e s  and h is  range of acquaintance took In sco re s 

o f c o lle g e s  and a g r ic u l t i i r a l  sch oo ls in  the Mid w estf 

West, and K ast« H© con tribu ted  r e g u la r ly  to  the Ohio 

Farmer, one o f th© 4#B*C* farm jo u rn a ls  In  th© Midwest*

He knew the county a g r ic u l tu r a l  agen ts by th e ir  f i r s t  

names, and had a t  one time or another b@en thrown Into 

the 00111pany o f the key farm le a d e rs  o f Ohio and M ichigan* 

B ald , c h e e r fu l, and ju s t  over f i f t y ,  Bakan was e x p lo s iv e ly  

lib e ra ?  on q u estio n s d e a lin g  with the m inority  groups 

In thd p opu lation * He had a sincar© and in s i s t e n t  

urge to  e s t a b l i s h  new homes fo r  tb 8 Japanese Aicerioans 

who had been removed from th e ir  West C oast homes and 

s e t  down in  r e lo c a t io n  c e n te rs *



On leave o f absence from tbe U n iv e rsity , Mr*« Cmkan 

assurasd the su p e rv is io n  o f the C en tra l Ohio D is t r ic t  and 

took over the job o f openlxig up th© 01110  and Michigan 

farm lab o r a re a *

C ar l L* S p ic e r , former u n iv e r s ity  and c o lle g e  

in s tr u c to r ,  w ith two years o f govermoent experience 

w ith the N ation al Youth Adminis t r a t io n , The O ffice  of 

Emergency Management and Th© War Production Board, was 

appointed A sso c ia te  R©10 c a t io n  O ffic e r  to  a s s i s t  in  tb© 

re lo c a t io n  a c t i v i t i e s  In  GontraX Ohio*

The o f f ic e  se c re ta r y , Miss Yoshiye O gata, jo in ed  the 

s t a f f  In  May 1945# Miss Ogata re lo c a te d  from the Rowher 

R elo catio n  Center and was on© o f the p ioneer r e s e t t i e r s  

in  Goluisbus. She developed r a p id ly  in  the inechanical 

p o s it io n  o f se c re ta ry  and reached out to  take an a c t iv e  

p a r t  In  the ed ucation  o f the coBirounity b j  f i l l i n g  numerous 

speakin g engagements in  Ooluiabus and OentraX Ohio*

In January  1945, Miss Ogata was tra n sfe rre d  to  th© 

Cleveland Area O ffic e , wh©i*© sh© entered  on mw <5utJi©s 

o f a s s i s t i n g  th© Inforcm tion  Serv ice  in  preparin g  p u b li­

c a t io n s  and news r e le a s e s  fo r  the p re ss  and the gen era l 

p u b lic •

MIb s FuiBiko T o sh lh ash i, o f G ila  R iv er , succeeded 

Miss Ogata and remained as se c re ta ry  u n t i l  th© o f f ic e  

c lo se d * Although only nineteen years o f ag e , and w ith out



previous experience In  a p o s it io n  of such r e s p o n s ib i l i ty ,  

ah© developed aiuazingly f a s t  and became one o f the top- 

notch p u b lic  r e la t io n s  s e c r e t a r ie s  in  th© Cleveland Ai»©a* 

Her one am bition was to  help  re s e t t l e r s  w ith th e ir  

problems * She In v ited  con fiden ce , and she operated 

e a s i ly  and p le a sa n t ly  with a l l  types o f people*

In  February 1945 an A sso c ia te  R elocation  O ffic e r  

was appointed to  the d i s t r i c t .  W illiam la ck e y , head of 

th© Ohio Parole o f f ic e  from 1938 to  1944, jo in ed  the 

s t a f f  • B0 had a q u a lity  o f s in e e r i ty  an<3 d e a lt  w ith 

p erso n a l problems with an tm derstandlng and sympathy 

th at was o f f i r s t  importance in  re se ttle m e n t work* Be 

was ab le  to  render valu ab le  se rv ic e  to  the WRA program 

in  Columbusf M an sfie ld , and L im , Ohio* In September 

1945 he sign ed  to  go sritli th© M ethodist Conference 

to  promote a campaign fo r  th© enlargem ent o f  a youth cen­

te r  on Lake E r ie *

The boundaries o f adniin istrativ©  co n tro l and f i e l d  

o p eration  fo r  the Columbus o f f ic e  were not r ig id ly  

marked o f f  by Harold F i s t e r e ,  th© Area R elo catio n  Super­

v i s o r .  In d is c u s s io n s  w ith E v e re tt  L* Dakan, Columbus, 

and Raymond Booth, o f the C in cin n ati o f f i c e ,  i t  was 

f e l t  th a t a r ig id  marking out of d i s t r i c t  a re a s  would 

not l)e the b e st  course In t h i s  e a r ly  phase of the program* 

Th© whole area  was unknown so fa r  a s  any prev ious work 

o f t h i s  kind was concerned* fher© waa lo g le  in  the b e l i e f
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th a t  p erso n a l r e la t io n sh ip s  which e x is te d  between xneiubers 

o f the WRA s t a f f s  and in d iv id u a ls  In coiainunltieg such a s  

Dayfcon, S p r in g f ie ld , Yellow S p r in g s , and Wilmington 

should be nurtured fo r  th@ b e n e fit  o f the program• (The 

confidence based  on fr ie n d sh ip  was o ften  a very im portant 

fa c to r  in  o rgan iz in g  in te r e s t  in  the re se ttlem en t program 

in  new communitiies*》 Many o f the © arly ©mployment; 

o p p o rtu n itie s  were developed in  th is  way* Thus when 

Eaysiond Booth of the C in cin n ati o f f ic e  was working with 

the Red S ta r  B atte ry  o f f i c i a l s  in  I^y ton , the ik ssooiate 

R elo ca tio n  O ffic e r  from Golumtms was cl©su»ing away th© 

p re lim in a r ie s  fo r  the employment o f Japanese Aiaerlcans 

In the American A irG raft A s so c ia te s , a l s o  locstt❹ d in  

Dayton. The f i r s t  placecnent in  Antioch C o lleg e , Yellow 

S p r in g s , was p rocessed  by the Oolumbus o f f ic e  a f t e r  the 

o r ig in a l  co n tac ts  and f i e l d  work had been done by- 

E v e re tt  Dakan****

In  g en e ra l the boundaries o f  the C en tral Ohio o f f ic e  

were to  include the t i e r  o f ooxmties north and e a s t  o f 

I^iyton and a lin e  drawn so u th e a ste r ly  to  Portsm outh*2 

Toledo was to  operate In  the area  In fluenced "by th a t 

c i t y *  Lima, D efian ce, Bowling a3?een, F o s to r ia ,  F in d lay ,

orr©spond©nee and conferences w ith Edward A. Flynn, 
American A irO raft A sso c ia te s *  Ju ly  1943*

^O ral d isc u ss io n  in  C leveland Area o f f ic e  J\me 5f 1943, 
Ju ly  1 7 , 1943,
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and Horwalk were populous coinmynities in  th is  d i s t r i c t *  

Th© d©ns©ly populated n o rth eastern  se c t io n  o f the a t 3.%e9

incltK iing ■feb© indiisljpjLai c i t i e s  o f Youiigstjown, Akpon’

Canton, Warren, and M an sfie ld , were to  be se rv ic e d  by 

the Cleveland Area O ffic e *^
On Mareh 2 0 , 19M , Robert Cullusi was tra n sfe rre d

to  the C leveland Area O ffice  a s  R elo catio n  Su perv iso r 

in  an exchange o f o f f i c e r s  which took Harold F is te re  to  

How York. GulluBi (defined boundaries fo r  the C en tra l 

Ohio D i s t r i c t ,  fb® southern bcmndary was 酿 raised by

th© south em  o f Mi嫌 F a y e tte ,

Eo s s 9 Vinton, and Ifeigs C ounties* A ll  o f th® cou n ties 

along th© Ohio r iv e r  between Portsmouth and E a st  L lv e r-  

pooX w©r© includod in  tb .0 d i s t r i c t *  In. tii© north, "bh® 

boxindaries o f Pauldiiag, Putnam, Hancock, Seneca, R ich­

lan d , Ashland, Wayne, Tuscarawa, C a r r o l l ,  and Je f fe r so n  

d iv id ed  the Tolsdo and Cleveland d i s t r i c t s  froro the 

C en tral Ohio ad m in istra tiv e  bo u n d aries.

This d iv is io n  o f t e r r i to r y  re m in e d  unchanged 

except fo r  the ab so rp tio n  o f the Toledo o f f ic e  in  the 

I© tro it  D i s t r ic t  in  A p r i l 1944, and th© su rg in g  o f th© 

Columbus and C in cin n ati d i s t r i c t s  in  December, 1945* 

Tli.© woplc 1.11 ?̂oX©<3o s.x*6st coixtlnii©<3. to  fe© lsy

W illiam F luke, who served i t  by working out of the 

D e tro it o f f i c e .

^ In  1943 th© Area O ffice  and the D i s t r i c t  O ffice  were 
combined* Separate  o f f ic e s  were c re a ted  in  1944.
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E a r ly  in  the eusmier o f 1943 i t  bscam© apparent th a t  

evacuees would not com© in to  th© C en tra l Ohio D is t r ic t  

in  la rg e  nusibers. The flow  was to  the la rg e  jln d u str ia J 

ce n te rs  such a s  Chicago, C leveland, D e tro it , C in c in n a ti, 

and S t .  L o u is , Wartime wages, the e a r ly  11361nentum b u i l t  

up by promoting these eifci©s in  the r e lo c a t io n  e e n te rs , 

exciteinenfc and lure of the jsietropolitan  cen ters fo r  the 

K l s e i ,  and the advantages o f lo c a t in g  in  a ioetropo litan  

cen ter where r a c ia l  d if fe re n c e s  were uniispoptanfc in  

the common nielfcing pot 麵 these were other f a c t o r s ,  

m u ltip le  rea so n , th& p lay  and in te rp la y  of which in fluenced  

re lo c a t io n  to  p a r t ic u la r  communities, and those th a t  had 

th© isost s ig n if ic a n c e  in  C en tra l Ohio w i l l  b@ d iscu sse d  

in  subsequent pages o f th is  r e p o r t *

The p re ssu re s  o f work c re a ted  by the unexpected 

developments in  the C leveland Arsa ®ad0 i t  n ecessary  to  

u t i l i 2© th© lim ited  s t a f f  to  the b e s t  advantages o f the 

program* A fter A p r i l 1943 there was a con stan t p u ll  on 

the Coluicbus o f f ic e  fo r  eicergency assignraentis In other 

d i s t r i c t s • Everett; Bakan made frequ en t ex p lo ra to ry  t r ip s  

and p u b lic -re  la  t  ions v i s i t s  to  the greenhouse and rxurs©i*y 

area  o f northern Ohio, which cen ters around P a ln e sv lll© , 

A shtabula, L orain , and C levelan d ; and to  the a g r ic u l tu r a l  

a re a s  around D e tro it , Lansing, Ann Arbor, and P on tiac , 

Michigan#

Th© A sso c ia te  R elo catio n  o f f i c e r  worked thro© months 

in  the Columbus d i s t r i c t  befoi*© being tra n s fe r re d  to
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4other assigm uents#

JAPAHES1-AMEHICAH POPUIATIOK IS  fHE CEKTRAL OHIO DISTRICT

Amche R elocation  Center 11

G ila  E lver 20

Heart Mountain 44

^TeroBie 18

Manzanar 8

Minidoka X6

Postoa 46

Hohirer 16

tu le  Lake 25

Hawaii e

Voluntary Evacuees 11

TOTkL 221

Daring the p eriod  from A p r il , 1943 to  December 31,

1945,  318 Japanese-Asieriesm a ca®e to  Goluisbus and other 

c o w o n lt ie s  in  C en tral Ohio* 2X5 are c l a s s i f i e d  a s

^D etailed  to  Michigan in  May to  a s s i s t  George D ra ff | 
a ss ig n e d  to  the R elocation  Team which was sen t to  
ful© Lak© on Ju ly  2 7 ,1 9 4 5 .  Appointed head o f D e tro it  
O ffice  in  Septem ber, 194S* R e lo catio n  o f f i c e r  in  
Ooluisbus, 1944 and 1945* Heart Mountain R elocation  
Center d e t a i l , 1945* R e lo catio n  O ff ic e r  fo r  C en tra l 
Ohio and Southern Ohio, June, 1945 to  F e b r u a r y ,1946*
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r e s e t  t i e r  a who came from the i*e lo c a t io n  cen te rs and 

Hawaii; e leven  were vo lu n tary  evacuees who l e f t  tho 

West C oast m ilita r y  a re a s  be fore  the announced

I t s  p o lic y  o f evacu ation  to  assem bly c e n te rs *  T h irty - 

seven r e s e t t l e r s  came from other o o m u n lt le s f mainly 

C levelan d , C in c in n ati, S t»  Lcmils, Milwaukee, Chicago, 

and D e tro it *  Twenty-eight o f these were stu d en ts 

from sc a t te r e d  cossm m lties in  the Middle West and th© 

E a s t *  Thirty-tw o se rv ic e  n»n were s ta t io n e d  in  Columbus 

e ith e r  attach ed  to  F o rt Hayes person n el or exirolled  in  

re fre sh e r  coxiraes a t  Ohio S ta te  t Jh iv e r s ity . E leven 

evacuees caine to  the d i s t r i c t  on sh o rt torsi leave 

but l e f t  fo r  other eonammitiies or returned to  th® 

c e n te r* Seven ch ild ren  were born to  H lse i and I s s e i  

r e s id e n ts  during the re se ttlem e n t period#

Of the t o t a l  number o f r e s e t t l e r s  and se rv ic e  

men who liv e d  in  C en tra l O h io ,153 were soale s and 168 

were fern  Id s *  There was on© death  -  a H lse l woman who 

d ied  o f  coffip llcations in  a Columbus h o s p i ta l *

According to  record s oorapiled during the period  

there were 18 re s id e n t  Japan©se-Aroericans in  C en tra l Ohio 

a t  the time o f ev acu atio n • These people liv e d  In 

S p r in g f ie ld , Columbus, and Lima*

Since the l i f t i n g  o f  the ban on Japan©s©-Americans1

r e lo c a t io n  In  the evacuated  zones, 33 have return ed  to
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C a l i fo r n ia f Washington^ and Oregon. Two have returned to  

Hawaii* Elghty-tw o r e s e t t l e r e  l e f t  C en tra l Ohio fo r  

other comrmxnltles •  Chicago, C leveland , Hew York, 

P h ila d e lp h ia , S t .  L o u is» C in c in n a ti, D e tro it , and S a l t  

Lake C ity  a t t r a c te d  the m ajo rity  o f these peop le*

p re sen t Japazsese-Atnerlean popu lation  o f C en tra l 

Ohio I s  208 people^ exc lu d in g  the pi?e-evacuation r e s id e n t  

popu lation *

^A ll the8e f ig u r e s  are su b je c t  to  some v a r ia t io n  
beeause o f the f lu id i t y  o f  th is  poptilation , a s  w e ll 
a s  the d i f f i c u l t y  o f keeping an accuiwite record  o f 
each  In d iv id u a l in  the d i s t r i c t #
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COMfUNITY PARTICIPATIOK -  THE GXTI2.ENS RESETTLEIaEHT
COMMIOTE

„  _ 一 _

was f u l ly  rea ljL 2©d by the Y/HA s t a f f  in  Columbus. Groups

of lo c a l  peoole were c a l le d  upon from time to  tijne to  

help  with profeleins which needed f in a n c ia l  support or co­

o p erativ e  a c t io n  in  the a re a  o f employment, cormnunity 

in te g ra t io n , housing, and coiainunity accep tan ce*

One of the f i r s t  s te p s  taken by the Columbus o f f ic e  

was to  c a l l  togeth er group meetings to  con sider cominunlty 

acceptance and employsient. In  May 1943, group m eetings 

were held w ith the ColumlDUS M in is te r ia l  A sso c ia t io n ,

Tbe United S ta te s  Employment S e rv ic e , The the

o f f i c i a l s  o f the lab o r  un ion s, and v ario u s in d iv id u a ls  

in  the c i t y  who rep resen ted  sc a t te re d  coimmmity in t e r e s t s .

A meeting with the M in is te r ia l  C o u n c il,th ©

S e cre ta ry  of the Chamber o f Commerce, and the D irec to rs 

o f the Y*M.C«A. and Y.W«C*A* In June o f 1943 showed a 

d iv id ed  opinion in  the M in is te r ia l  C ouncils T h ereafter 

the support o f the Coltirabus r e l ig io u s  bodies had to  be

sought toy in d iv itiu a l co n tac ts  w ith m in iste rs  and sympa_

th e t ic  le a d e rs  in  七be co n gregatio n s*

The e a r l i e s t  evidence o f a re se tt le n ^ n t  committee 

tak in g  form goes gack to  A u g u s t ,1943* At th is  time the
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e f f o r t s  o f E v e re tt  L» Dakan and C arl S p ic e r  to in t e r e s t  

churches and c iv ic  groups in  the support o f a h o s te l  to  

provide teiaporapy homes fop the ^ s e t t l e r s  crys t a l i  zed*

A h o s te l  coimnifctee was organ ized and Ralph Pow ell• a 

P ro fe sso r  in  the Engineerin g College a t  Ohio S ta te  Unlver- 

s l t y # was made chairinan* In  a l e t t e r  to  members who 

had been in v ite d  to  serve on the committee, the chaiinnan 

reported  an u n su cce ssfu l attem pt to  open a h o s te l*

E arly  th is  suimaer Mr* S p icer  o f  the War 
R elo catio n  o f f ic e  in  Columbus ta lk ed  to  fch© 
t o i v e r s i七y R e iig io u s Council about the urgent need 
fo r  a h o s te l to  ftirn ish  temporary housing fo r  
Japanese Americans coming from re lo c a t io n  
cen ters to  lo ca te  in  Columbus* The U n iv ersity  
R e lig io u s Council was in te re s te d  and appointed 
a committee to  look Into  the p o s s i b i l i t i e s •

The committee held a meeting August 27 a t  
the Rocbedale House w ith the stu d en ts and Mr*
Pranzen, d ir e 〇toz* of the H ostel conducted by 
the B a p t is t  Hocie M issionary  S o c ie ty  in  
C leveland* (The Rochedal© Co-op House would 
be vacant in  September, and I t  was an id e a l  
p la c e , fo r  i t  could be rented and would house 
20 to  24 p eo p le *) P ro fe sso r  Bakan rep orted  
th a t the s i tu a t io n  in  the r e lo c a t io n  cen ters 
had not developed as they had exp ected , and 
th at evacuees were s t i l l  coming to  Coltunbus 
in  sm all numbers* In the meantime th© Rochodale 
stu d en t8 had an opportunity  to  continue th e ir  
p re sen t arrangement fo r  a t  l e a s t  another quar­
t e r .  I t  was th ere fo re  decided to  d e fe r  the 
p ro je c t  fo r  the present: but to  continue th© 
committee w ith the fo llo w in g  o f f ic e r s ?
Chairman, Ralph Pow ell; Vice-Chairman, Clyde 
Willian38|» S e c re ta ry , Robert Graves

The id ea  o f a h o s te l  did not d ie  w ith th is  f a i l u r e •

I t  was rev ived  In March, 1945, when a group of c i t iz e n s

^•Letter, September 1# 1945#
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met a t  the In te rn a tio n a l House to  co n sid er  the f e a s i ­

b i l i t y  o f opening a temporary p lace fo r  ev acu ees. This 

attem pt a l s o  ended In f a i lu r e  because of th^ tm w illln g- 

ness o f SOX90 of the members to  assume a la rg e  f in a n c ia l  

o u tlay  when i t  was not known ju s t  how heavy the evacuee 

moveaient in to  Columbus would b e . (Housing in  Columbua 

became in c re a s in g ly  d i f f i c u l t  in  1945.) The meeting was 

adjourned with the understanding th at a survey o f a c tu a l  

need should b© made.

In  1944 c i t iz e n s  groups re p re se n tin g  churches, s o c i a l  

a g e n c ie s , and evacu ees, planned and c a r r ie d  out a number 

o f community a f f a i r s  fo r  the r e c re a t io n a l and s o c ia l  

w elfare o f the Japanese American r e s e t t i e r s *

A sp eak ers* t r a in in g  program was in s t i tu te d  a t  

the Y.W.C.A# in  December 1943. P ro fe sso r  1 *  L . Dakan 

provided the gu id ing s p i r i t  fo r  t h is  experim ent, which 

was p a r t ly  ed u ca tio n a l and p a r t ly  s o c ia l  in  i t a  con ceptio iu  

C la sse s  met bi-m onthly during January and Pebrtiary, and 

stu d ied  and analyjsed prepared speeches which were given 

before the study group, with Mrs* A rdis Wheeler o f the 

Y*W*G *A« a s s i s t i n g *  fhe m eetings c re a te d  a l a s t in g  

in t e r e s t  In se v e ra l o f the Hiore mature K ise l  and they 

formed a kind o f  sp e a k e rs 1 bureau, and when c a lle d  upon 

they spoke before church groups, c lu b s9 and e d u ca tio n a l 

grou p s• Xoshiy© O gata, se c re ta ry  o f the WRA, Dr* George 

Kldo9 re se a rc h  chefflist a t  the Scotfc Seed Company,
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M apysviXle, and Alko Y osh ih ash l, se c re ta ry  o f the Frien ds 

Sorvlcd  CojaroittjBOj made Biany "balks to  cit:iz© ns groups 

in  ColuBibus and. G©nt*raX 011io  In  1944 ®.nd X945«

Committees composed o f th© Frien ds o f the Morthsld© 

Frien ds Ifeeting, o f f i c i a l s ,  and evacuees planned a 

s u c c e s s fu l  p icn ic  fo r  a l l  the r e s e t t l e r s ;  laws p a r t ie s  

and 3 o c is  1  events were held  a t  the homes o f Rowena 

K e s s le r , Tom Okawara^ E v e re tt  Dakan, Ralph Pow ell,

C harles Plackman, and the In te rn a tio n a l House, U n iv ersity  

cen ter  fo r  stu d en ts o f a l l  n a t io n a l i t i e s .  In  December 

o f  1944 two events o f the Christm as seaso n , one held a t  

the Y 1 ( 3  4 • and the other a t  t;he Hort;li Broadway 

M ethodist Church brought a l l  ths Japanese-Airjerican 

people to g e th e r • Tha Y.W.C.A. p arty  was sponsored by a 

c i t i z e n s 1 commit七te e , but the p lan s and program were 

made a n d .c a rr ie d  out by the K i s e i ,  through a s o c ia l  

coEanittee which was se le c te d  in  an in fo r m l  meeting o f 

c i t i s e n s  comsiifet©© and r e s e t t l e r s *

fh© Christm as p arty  a t  the North Broadway M ethodist 

Cbxircli was arranged by the Morthsld© F r ie n d s, Ralph 

and Maude Pow ell, C harles and Dorofcby B lackm n , and 

Lynn Hohrbaiigh tak in g  the lead  in  planning the dinner 

and arran g in g  a program of* fo lk  games and 0hpis1jn®.s caz*ol 

s in g in g *

In  1945, a su c c e s s fu l  u n if ic a t io n  o f the independent 

groups which had been a c t iv e  in  re se ttle m e n t work was 

acconrolished* 'The lo c a l  w elfare  agen cies and corsmunlty
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se rv le a  agen cie s had now been d ram  in to  & p a r t ic ip a t ­

in g  a c t i v i t i e s  program through the continuous pub lic  

r e la t io n *  work o f th© WRA. s t a f f ,  r e g io n a l and d i s t r i c t ,  

and membership from these agen cie s wex*© becoming 

acquainted w ith the o v e r - a l l  planning and work o f the 

re se ttle raen t program*

The background o f the g rad u al growth o f a C itiz e n s 

Committee in  Columbus was p e c u lia r  to  the lo c a l  scen e*

When th© announcecient was made th a t a WiElA o f f ic e  would 

be opened in  Columbus there appeared to  be & nucleus 

fo r  a C itiz e n s R esettlem ent Committee• But tb s growth 

o f  the nucleus in to  a fu n ctio n in g  organism  was a t  f i r s t  

eonspicuous by i t s  absen ce* ProBdnent persons who had 

been in te r e s te d  in  th© i n i t i a l  phase o f evacu ation  f e l l  

away when a c tu a l  problems o f re se ttlem e n t a ro se *  This 

aeademlo in t e r e s t ,  while a co n stru c tiv e  element fo r  

le isu r e  e x p lo ra tio n  of r a c i a l  p re ju d ice  and d isc r im in a­

t io n  a g a in s t  m inority groups, was t o t a l ly  v a lu e le s s  in  

meeting the day-by-day em ergencies which confronted th©

WHA s t a f f .  Consequently much tiro© was consumed in  b u ild ­

in g  up a tru ly  fim ction in g  body which was f o r t i f i e d  w ith  

enough C h ristian  and humn In te r e s t  to engage In a 

continuous program o f a c tu a l a s s is ta n c e  to  the r e s e t t l e r s *

Xn J u l y , 1945 a pei*Bian6irb re se ttlem e n t eoumdtte❹ 

had emerged* fhe members o f th is  committee had rendered 

a c t iv e  a id  whenever c a lle d  upon, and they represen ted  a 

v a r ie ty  o f coDmiunity i n t e r e s t s .2  The committe© was not

appendix fo r  l i s t *
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fo rm ally  organ ized and did  not meet except on c a l l  to 

con sider some s p e c ia l  problem. It;s main fu n ctio n  during 

th© sunaner o f IS 45 was one of ad v iso ry  n a tu re . In  Ju ly , 

when the N ation al D irec to r  o f the WRA was in  Columbus, 

th© Committee gave a recep tio n  a t  thB X*W.C*A# which 

was very s u c c e s s fu l*

Itoring the fo llo w in g  months, whsn I t  was known th a t 

th© War R elocation  A uthority  would term inate i t s  se rv ic e s  

in  Columbus before the beginning of 1946, renewed em phasis 

was given to  th© importance o f having the C itiz e n s Com- 

KBit tee assume the o v e r a ll  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  fo r  the se rv ic e s  

to  res© ttl63?s u n t i l  they could be in te g ra te d  in to  th© 

s o c ia l  and economic l i f e  o f th© c ity #  New members were 

added to  the Committee, p a r t ic u la r ly  pepresexitati^ve日 o f  

the s o c ia l  and w elfare agen cies whose p ro fe s s io n a l  s e r ­

v ic e s  were needed to  g ive prompt se rv ic e  in  c a se s  o f 

emergency fam ily  need# A few changes were made to  f i l l  

v acan cie s which had occurred when members had become 

in a c tiv e  or moved froia the c i t y .

A d d itio n al members added to  th© committee were 

Ralph B en n ett, o f th© F am ilj and C h ild re n ^  Bureau? 

V irg in ia  B r it to n , F ran k lin  Coxinty R e lie f  A d m in istration ; 

Thomas H. E v erh art, U *S«£«S»; C arl Smucker, Ohio S ta te  

W elfare Board; O rv ille  Jo n e s, S ta te  0 • ! • 0 *  Coxmcil;

Paul I ta y a , stu d en t; and Mickey Fxiruta, m ach in ist*
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Th© ^ost«WRA period  c a l le d  fo r  tbe o rgan iza tio n  of 

a v i t a l  re se ttlem e n t committee to  carry  on the se rv ic e s  

which had been centered  in  tb© WEA o f f i c e /  T his com_ 

c ilt t66 was a lread y  in  e x iste n ce  in  Coltimbus and i t  had 

had a g re a t  d e a l of experience in  re se ttlem e n t work, 

so when th© o f f ic e  o f tbe WEA was c lo sed  on December 1* 

1945, the t r a n s i t io n  from the government to  the r e s e t ­

tlem ent coimaittee was 10ade with sc a rc e ly  a r ip p le  o f 

concern or in 七erru p tlo n  c f  s e r v ic e s •

To conrolete the form al o rgan iza tio n  of the C it iz e n s  

H esettlem ent Committee, a meeting was c a lle d  fo r  

NoveroTDer 2 0 , 1945* The committee met In  the C en tra l 

Y.W .C.A., Columbus, and e le c te d  o f f i c e r s  fo r  the year 

1945 and 1946. Miss Rowena K e ss le r  was e le c te d  Clhair- 

man, P ro fe sso r  E v e re tt  L» r^kan v lce-ch airim n , and 

Fusjiko Y oshihash i was named .se c re ta r y . A re so lu t io n  

p led gin g  support to  the Fam ily and Qhlldren^a Bui*eau, 

where p erso n al se rv ic e s  to  the evacuees were to  be 

cen tered , was p a sse d . Hhe re so lu t io n  s ta te d ?

As a group Bf Colurobus c it iz e n s  in te re s te d  
In th© w elfare  o f Ja j^ n e se  Americans who 
ha怖  come to  our c i t y  to  make tb e ir  homes, 
we jo in  togeth er a s  ihe Columbus Res®ttlement; 
Committee fo r  the purpose o f prov id in g  such 
se rv ic e s  a s  may noも b© a v a ila b le  through 

' re g u la r  community a g e n c ie s , to  a s s i s t  In  th© 
co -o rd in atio n  of coinmunity se rv ic e s  to  
re s e t t l e r s ,  and to  support in  th© community 
the program of rese ttlem en t;•

In  view of the w ithdrawal o f th© fe d e r a l

^Washington R elo catio n  D iv is io n  Msmorandum Ho* XCX>*
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War R elo catio n  A uthority  from Goltunbus, we 
pledge our support to  the Fam ily and 
C h ild re n ^  Bureau which has agreed to  assma© 
the adsjinJs t r a t iv e  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  f 〇̂  d ir e c t -

r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  o f co -o rd in atin g  a l l  phases o f the com- 

njunity s e rv ic e s  concerned w ith housing, h e a lth , ed u catio n , 

w e lfa re , r e c re a t io n , co u n se lin g , employment, and p u b lic  

r e la t io n s ,  w ith the lo c a l  c i t i z e n s # clm rches, sc h o o ls9 

and lo c a l  and n a tio n a l agen cie s which had been so su c c e ss­

f u l ly  t ie d  togeth er during the ad m in istra tio n  o f VVRA*

On December 1 ,1 9 4 5  the War R elo catio n  A uthority  

c lo se d  i t s  h eadquarters In  Columbus a f t e r  31 months o f 

continuous s e r v ic e • Before doing so i t  compiled a d ig e s t  

o f coimnunlfcy se rv ic e s  vhlch are a v a ila b le  to  a l l  r e s id e n ts  

o f Columbus and C en tra l Ohio* L o ca l, s t a t e ,  and n a tio n a l 

agen cie s are included in  t h is  gu id e , and a b r ie f  statem ent 

i s  mad© of* th© kind o f se rv ic e  rendered*

The Fam ily and C h ild re n ^  Bureau, a consnunity ch e st 

agency, w ith headquarters a t  141 North Front S t r e e t ,  

Columbus9 Ohio, assumed the ad m in istra tiv e  d e t a i l  and 

became the c e n tra l r e f e r r a l  po in t fo r  a l l  kinds of person- 

a l l i e d  s e r v ic e s .  The D ire c to r , Ralph B en n ett, i s  a member 

o f the R esettlem ent Committee*

A ll  re s id e n t  Japanese Americans In  C en tral Ohio and 

roeiat>ers o f the R esettlem ent Committeef a s  w ell a s  fu n ctio n ­

in g  lo c a l ,  s t a t e f and n a tio n a l agen cie s have been su p p ly  d 

w ith the guide to  community se r v ic e s *
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COMMOTIfY PARTICIPATION, COMMUNITY ACCEPfAHCE, CHURCHES,
IAY ORGANIZ&TIOHS

In  the sp r in g  and o f 1943 iBuch of the back­

ground fo r  the fu tu re  developcBnt o f the War R elo catio n  

A uthority  re se ttlem e n t program in  Ohio and Michigan was 

la id *

Inform al area  co n feren ces, held in  tb s C leveland 

Area o f f l e e ,  brought togeth er the R e lo ca tio n  o f f ic e r s  

from tbe d i s t r i c t s .  Fred R oss o f the Cleveland D i s t r i c t  

o f f i c e ,  Haymond Booth© o f the C in c in n ati D i s t r l c t #

W illiam Fluke o f Toledo, E v e re tt  Dakan and C arl S p ice r  

o f Columbus, and (>e〇pge G raff o f D e tro it  represexited the 

R elo ca tio n  personnel which gathered fo r  the conference 

d isc u s s io n s  which were ch arac te r ize d  by enthusiasm  and 

fre e  and open exchange o f id e as on a l l  the phases o f 

the fast-m ovin g program.

Harold F lstep© , R elo catio n  S u p e rv iso r , provided the 

le ad e rsh ip  which made the m eetings uniquely in te r e s t in g .

He was a youth fu l m n , on the noon«-day sid e  of m iddle-age, 

and he ra d ia te d  a ch e e r fu l dem ocratic s p i r i t  w3131ch was 

f e l t  and ap p rec ia te d  by a l l  h is  a s s o c ia t e s .  He had a 

warm p e r so n a lity  which worked i t s  way in to .co n feren ce  

m eetings and "broke down b a r r ie r s .  PassjLonafcely democra- 

t i e ,  he in s i s t e d  on Ideas being put on the ta b le  and
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thoroughly exainiiajed. Capable o f sudden o u tb u rsts o f 

emotion and youth fu l ©nthudasms, he kept a conference 

won i t s  t o e s ， ** E ls mannerisios were a n a tu ra l p a r t  o f 

him and be was l ik e  an a c to r  whose a r t  and p e r so n a lity  

had blended to  a deg3?©e of f in ish e d  w orkm nship.

Sometimes these m eetings ware attended  by Washington 

s t a f f  members. Tom Holland and Donald Sab in  attended 

the f i r s t  in form al conference which was held  in  J u n e , 1943* 

They were cu rren tly  In forsfid  on n a tio n a l tendencies and 

had made the rounds o f the R elo catio n  C en ters; they 

m  触 1 0 … 福 一 一 t a n d in s t o

Almost everyth in g  wa8 d isc u sse d  In  tbase  m eetings: 

p u b lic  sentim ent, r e la t io n s  w ith the r e lo c a t io n  c e n te r s , 

©mploynient, housing# the p r e s s ,  techniques fo r  reach in g 

the r e s id e n ts  o f the cen te rs and in te r e s t in g  tliero In  

re lo catio n ^  m etropolitan  advantages v s • sm alle r  urban 

ce n te rs  and towns, ©vacuo© psychology and a t t i t u d e s ,  

and methods of opening up sm aller  coimminlties fo r  r e s e t ­

tlem ent of a sm all number o f ©vaciaees*"

Community acceptance and the development o f sm all 

c i t i e s  and towns fo r  the r e lo c a t io n  o f I s s e i  and H ise i 

were o f s p e c ia l  meaning to  the C en tral Ohio D i s t r i c t  

o f f i c e •

^The idea o f d i s p e r s a l  had gained fav o r  to  avo id  the 
con cen tration  o f la rg e  numbers o f Japanese-Am ericans 
In  11 L i t t l e  fokyosB such as had e x is te d  on the West 
C oast*
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B#ncroft Ubrwy

Til©z*6 w© 1*0 scopes o f prosp6rous tipban

in  the d i s t r i c t  •  towns and c i t i e s  w ith d iv e r s i f ie d  

in d u s t r ie s • The d i s t r i c t  a l s o  supported many C h r is t ia n

c o lle g e s  and se v e r a l la rg e  u n iv e r s i t ie s ,  and i t  was the

cen ter o f the s t a t e 1s a g r ic u l tu r a l  a c t i v i t i e s *  Tl^ f a c t  

th a t the s t a te  c a p ito l  was lo ca ted  in  Columbus did  not 

eloud the hopes th a t in  some o f these co謂 !u n it ie s  In 

C en tra l Ohio there would be a welcome fo r  th© ev acu ees. 

We knew there would be a sharp c o n f l i c t  between those 

who wanted f a i r  p lay  fo r  fe llo w  Americans and thos© who

b e lie v ed  th a t a . « .  a l l  Ja p s  are a l ik e  and they ought to

s1sa 穿 ：in the R© 10cation Centers

The only way to  fin d  out what th© coramnity r e a c t io n  

was l ik e ly  to  be was to  put the th in k in g  in to  action #

The C leveland conference of Ju ly  1 7 ,1 9 4 3 , adopted a sug­

g e st io n  f©p © nlistiing th© support; o f 伽  P ro te stan t 

m in iste rs  In Ohio. The C en tra l Ohio o f f ic e  was conanission- 

ed to  d r a f t  a l e t t e r  and p resen t I t  to r  review  a t  th© 

next con feren ce. On October X5, the Cleveland conference

approved th© le tte r , whioli is  cited in it s  fin a l forms

Twenty-eight thousand fou r hundred and nine 
ch ild ren  need homes. These are  the American 
c i t iz e n s  o f Japanese descen t who were evacuated 
from th e ir  homes on the West C o ast, We are 
ap p ealin g  to  you fo r  h e lp . Here i s  wbat we 
would lik e  you to  do*

( 1 ) Writ© oi* c a l l  upon the n e a re st  War 
R elo catio n  A uthority  o f f ic e  whose ad d re sse s 
ar® on th© rev erse  s id 0 » H© wlXX help you
get in  touch with an in te re s te d  fam ily  -  
t h is  w i l l  not be easy# T ran sp lan tin g  people 
i s  always d i f f i c u l t ;  th a t i s  why we need your
h e lp .

June 3 0 ,1 9 4 3 .
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(2) Find the head o f the fam ily  a job where 
he can make a l iv in g *  Find a house fo r  the 
faroiXy to  l iv e  in# Help them a d ju s t  to  th e ir  
new houses. Show them they ai^e wanted in  
America*

(3 ) tJse the m a te r ia l we are sending you as 
re feren ce  fo r  study and d isc u ss io n  w ith your 
a d u lt  and youth groups* There i s  a job o f  
education  and democracy to  be done•

(4 ) I f  some o f these people have a lread y  
come to your community, w i l l  you not have 
them on your mind and h e a r t f  Be Ip them w ith 
th e ir  problem s.

This l e t t e r  c a l l s  fo r  a c t io n . I s  i t  too 
much to  ask  when Americans ar© in  need o f 
h a lp?

C o rd ia lly ,

R elo catio n  S u p erv iso r

There was a g re a t  ainjount; o f  confidence among the WHA 

s t a f f  mesilDers th a t in t e r e s t  In the problem o f Jap an ese« 

Americans could be go tten  to  the sm alle r  communities 

through the channels o f the church« The l e t t e r  which 

was intended to  sound out the con gregation s d id  not b rin g  

many in q u ir ie s .  However, the amount o f ed ucation  which 

re su lte d  was c o n sid e rab le * Many m in iste rs  d isc u sse d  

the evacu ation  in  group tneetings and study  grou p s, A 

few o f the churches wrote fo r  l i t e r a t u r e  and asked fo r  

a s s is ta n c e  in  schedulin g a speaker fo r  Stmday School 

〇p study c l a s s e s .  The P resb y terian  Church, Delaware 

BFD, the P resb y terian  Church o f W ooster, and S t *  Paul 

E v a n g e lic a l Church of New Bremen, Ohio, coianninicated w ith  

the WRA o f f ic e  and o ffe re d  a s s is ta n c e  In  e s ta b l i s h in g  now
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hoznes in  the dooimmity fo r  th s 孑slp&zi08& ■農serio&neu On 

the whole, the r e s u l t s  were d lsap p o in tlz ig *^

These exp erien ces Idd to  a re-exam ination  o f  methods 

fo r  e n l i s t in g  isore aofciv© support from the ehurches* Ob­

v io u sly  there was a g re a t  d e a l o f work to  b© done. The 

№ 4  person n el, nave z* side qua t® to  man a l l  the v ario u s 

types o f aam infetpative, p u b lic  r e la t io n s ,  housing, 

employment, counseXlng# and re p o rts  fop  the C leveland 

Ax»©a and W ashingtoa, im dertook to  work d ir e c t ly  w ith tha 

m in is te r s *  Tbd z*elocatlon  o f f i c e r s  xoade dlz»ect co n tac ts  

and c a r r ie d  th© program to  a s  Hiany in d iv id u a l m in iste rs  

a s  p o s s ib le ,  eo n sid erln g  the Xitslted s t a f f .  A s p e c i f lo  

means o f  h elp in g  was o u m n e d  and gr级 du&Uy, a s  the 

program grew o ld e r  and experience weighed more h e a v ily # 

th© H eloeatlon  O ffice  developed a soiaewhat su c c e s s fu l  

l i a i s o n  w ith chtiroh o rg a n iz a tio n s*

A g re a t  d e a l o f  fav o rab le  p u b lic  i l l a t i o n s  and 

d ir e c t  a s s i s t a n c e  came out o f t h i s  program, whJLch 

included appointment or i s in is te r s  or church le a d e rs  to  

Comsnmlty EesettXeisent Coim sitteesf aeqiaalntlzig the 

m in iste rs  and church groups w ith new d©v®lopu»nts In tha 

program, supply in g  thes, w ith l i t e r a t u r e  and pam phlets, 

sending the names o f new a r r iv a l s  to  the m in isters^  

co n trib u tin g  to  church programs by supplying sp eak e rsf 

a s s i s t i n g  in  planning and g lr ln g  church p a r t i e s ,  re q u e stin g

^A pproxim tely  fo u r  thousand l e t t e r s  were m ailed * C f•
WE4 f i l e s  and re c o rd s •
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ohureh a s s is ta n e e  In f in d in g  housing and accum ulating 

used fu rn itu re  fo r  r e s e t t i e r s  who needed a s t a r t ,  co­

o p eratin g  with churches in  l^uiXdlng l in e s  of communication 

between cen ter i*e sid en ts and church membership, and promot­

ing employment p o s s i b i l i t i e s  such a s  s e c r e t a r i a l  p o s it io n s  

and ca re tak e r  job s w ith the churcli or through the church 

busInje s s  men*

Of the P ro te stan t churches In  Columbus, the fo llo w ­

in g  ma.de major co n trib u tio n s to  the su cce ss  of the

re se ttlem e n t program:

Rev. Harry 0 • Ford 
Hev. Robert A. B yler 
B r* Harold L an caster 
Dr« 0 • M« C oulter 
Rev* 6 * Lackland 
Dr* Boynton M e rrill 
Dr. Roy A. Burkhart 
Rev. Robert W. Fay 
Rev. F ran c is  R icker 
Rev# Almo !Th〇pp 
M ilton Colem n 
B r . W. H. fhoinpson

Tenth Avenue B a p t is t  Ohureh 
Maple Grove Method1 st  Church 
King Avenue Ifethodist Church 
North Broadway Ifeth odist Church 
In d ian o la  M ethodist Chxirch 
C ongregational C h ris tia n  Church 
F i r s t  Community Church 
T r in ity  E p isco p a l Chnroh 
F i r s t  U n itarian  Church 
S t«  Stephens E p isc o p a l Church 
Frien ds Church, West Columbus 
Ohio C ouncil o f Churches

In  the cocm im lties in  C en tra l Ohio the most a c t iv e

su p po rters o f the program were：

Rev* Dale A. F le r s  D isc ip le s  o f C h r is t , Kewapk
Rev* R u s se l l  W*Shepherd F i r s t  P re sb y terian , Z an e sv ille
Hev. Roland C arter 
Harold P* Jensen  
Rev* Joseph  A* HoweIX 
Rev. James Wyler 
Rev* £ «J*A « S t«  Louis 
Rev* TJ.Xi* Mackey

M ethodist Church, Z an esv ille  
United P re sb y te rian , Mt« Perry 
C ongregational Church, Radnor 
Federated  Church, North Jackson  
Grace M ethodistf Llxna 
United Church, Wooster

P ro te stan t o rgan iza tio n  o f a n o n -sec tarian  nature 

helped in  the s o c ia l  and r e l ig io u s  o r ie n t致t io n  o f Jap an sse_  

Azserloan r e s e t t l e r s .  Foremost was the Frien d s Serv ice
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Committee* I t s  d ir e e to r f Jaek  Cavanaugh, employed Alko 

Y osh ihash l a s  o f f ic e  se c re ta ry  In  Ju n sf 1945* !The Cavanaughs 

extended the h o s p i t a l i t y  o f th e ir  116106 to  r e s e t t l e r s  

u n t i l  they could o b ta in  housing*

Mrs* Lorenzo F ish , an &ggz*63slve le ad er  and P r e s i­

dent o f the F ed eratio n  o f Church Womsa, Columbus, was An 

a c t iv e  su p po rter  o f  the program and a Bjeinber o f  the 

Columbus R esettlem ent Committee* The War R elo eatio n  

A uthority  d id  not maka as zmxch o f her le ad e rsh ip  a s  i t  

should have done* This was one o f th© p u b lic  co n tac ts  

th a t  should Iomlvb been promoted eo n stan tly  w ith work o f 

one kind or anoth er* l?he f a c t  th at I t  was not done snist 

r e s t  In  the r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  o f the Columbus o f f i c e *

Major Qeorgd Oruikshank o f the S a lv a t io n  hrmj,

594 South High S t r e e t f opened the S o c ia l  S e rv ice  Center 

to  Japanese-Asoericana# and extended the se rv ic e s  o f 

tru ck s fo r  emergency us© in  moving fu rn itu re *  When the 

Columbus h o s te l  was opened In  August 1945# the S a lv a t io n  

Army con tribu ted  most o f th© recon d ition ed  fu rn itu re  a t  

a very low c o s t ,  and tran sp o rted  donated fu rn itu re  from 

other p a r ts  o f th© c i ty  to  th© h o s te l *

The 1T*W«0»A« and the in  Coluifibna were

among the f i r s t  o f th© la y  r e l ig io u s  o rgan iza tio n s to  

extezid a weloosie to  the H lse l*  Terry Xemoto, one o f  th© 

f i r s t  g i r l s  to  come to  the c l t y f was employed by the

Sh© worked fie a se c re ta ry  and a s  an in s tr u c to r
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In h a n d ic ra ft  a r t s #  A lice  Takauchi worked part-tim e a t  

the se rv in g  a s  desk c le rk  during the evening hoxirs.

Sbs was employed re g u la r ly  by the S ta te  C*I.O « o f f ic e  

in  the Hartsian B u ild in g * fhe T«M*C.A. employed two N ise i 

g i r l s  as s e c r e t a r ie s  and t y p i s t s .  Housing was made 

a v a ila b le  to  som  o f the e a r ly  com ers. The Ohio S ta te  

U n iv e rsity  T.M#C.A«, which was d ire c te d  by C e c il Thomas, 

has employed two N ise i g i r l s  as o f f ic e  se c re ta ry  and one 

I s  now holding th a t p o sitio n ^  Other employers and bene<-» 

f a c to r s  in  this e a r ly  days o f re se ttlem e n t in  C en tra l OMo 

were: The Ohio Council o f Ghurchos, C a p ita l U n iv e rsity , 

O tterbein  C o lle g e , th© Iiutheran P rin tin g  P re ss , and this 

Wooster Y*W«C»A* №©8© I i^ t i t u t io n s  employed N ise i g i r l s  

a s  s e c r e t a r ie s ,  o f f ic e  c le r k s ,  and t y p i s t s *

The Columbus Council o f Churehes, w ith h eadquarters 

in  the C en tral Y*M.C*A#, was organ ized in  the sp r in g  o f 

1945* I t  ca^e In to  tb s p ic tu re  too la te  to  a s s i s t  

m a te r ia lly  w ith the work o f re se tt le m e n t* I t s  Executive 

S e c re ta ry , Rev. Donald Timerman, has exp ressed  h is  In te r e s t  

in  the post-WRA period  and has becoine a member o f  the 

Columbus R esettlem ent Gosimitt©©*

Tbs Horth End Friends Ifeeting and in d iv id u a l 

meisbers o f th© M eeting, have from tb© very e a r ly  days 

of evacu ation  shown a tru ly  C h ris tia n  s p i r i t  in  m eeting 

th© challenge to  C h ris tia n  democracy which was presented  

by th© a rra y s  evacu ation  of th© West C oast Japanese
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p o p u la tio n . N ise i ,  X ssei^  and £ lb e l t a l l  came w ith in  the 

isdanlng o f th e ir  homan and c h a r ita b le  works* Their 

contrllm tlo iu i l a  time and m a te r ia l re so u rce s i s  beyond 

e stlo m te * P ro fe sso r  C harles Blackman, Dorothy Blackman, 

P ro fe sso r  Ralph Pow ell, Maud Pow ell, C e c il  Thomas, BaXen 

Wlnnemoj?©, Emily T in sle y , Jack  Cavanaugh, and Lynn 

Rohrbaugh gave generously  o f th e ir  tiiao In  h elp in g  the 

evacuees to  3*eallze a msastire o f se c u r ity  Jiapplness 

in  tb e lr  new horseb .  S p e c i f i c a l ly  they furn ish ed  temporary 

lo d g in g , surveyed the c i t y  fo r  l iv in g  q u arte r霉, introduced 

newcomers to  other re s e t t l e r s ,  in v ite d  s is a l l  groups to  

tiheir li〇33» s  fo r  in form al gp t-to ge th 6r s ,  elmnn©led ©mpioy_ 

isent o p p o rtu n ity  s and t ip s  on housing to  the WHA o f f i c e ,  

sp o n so rd  a Columbus h o s te l ,  and were always in  the van­

guard a f  conanunity th in kin g in  ch a lle n g in g  U n ch ristian  

and undem ocratic a e t l v i t l a s *  The co n trib u tio n s o f  the 

Frien d s o f Columbus have been many, and because o f the 

fundamentsilly C h r is t ia n  source from im ich  they c& m , they 

are  not f in ish e d *

On the whole # the churoh i?efl©et©d the confused 

th in kin g o f the ms mb© r  sh ip * Sharp and c o n f l ic t in g  

opin ions cut a c ro ss  the eongre g a t io n s* !Ph® in ten se  

n a t lo n a l l s t io  fe e l in g  th a t has been common to  the d is_  

se n tln g  p ro te e tan t church was p re se n t* Too l i t t l e  was 

known about the A n»rican-born ch ild ren  o f Japanese 

im m igrants* They were g e n e ra lly  c la s se d  w ith the enemy
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a c ro ss  the P a c i f ic *  S e c tio n s of the Midwest were s t i l l  

in su la te d  from any foi*©ign In flu en ce , p ro tec ted  even from 

the h is to ry  o f  our own Aiaerican-born c i t i z e n s , by the 

p re ss  a s  rep resen ted  by the Chicago Tribune, the B earst 

p ap ers, and th e ir  fo llo w e rs . M in isters and groups w ith in  

some o f th© denominations worked hard to  b r in g  the true 

meaning o f the evacu ation  to  th e ir  co n gregatio n s* They 

pointed out th a t i t  was q u estion ab ly  c o n s t i tu t io n a l ,  

inhuumn, undem ocratic, and based upon r a c i a l  p re ju d ic e *

These m in is te r s , aided  by thousands o f sin ce re  church 

peop le , accoispllshed imieh In  c le a r in g  the paths fo r  the 

Journey back to  Anierioan l i f e  fo r  thousands o f N ise i and 

th e ir  p are n ts*

1&*8. Rose Sujgariuan, D irec to r  of the Schonthal C enter,

555 E ast  R ich S t r e e t ,  organizsed in te r e s t  among th© Jew ish  

people o f Golunibus. At th© o u tse t  o f th© prograui she co­

operated  w ith tb s WRA o f f ic e  in  a p r o je c t  to  b rin g  a 

re s e t t l e r  to  the c i ty  and give her employment in  tb© 

h a n d ic ra ft  department o f the Schonthal C enter* She 

a s s i s t e d  in  p u b lic  r e la t io n s  work with the Jew ish  la y  

o rgan iza tio n s by arran g in g  a s p e c ia l  program fo r  the 

As8〇o la te  R elo catio n  O ff ic e r  to  meat with th© Columbus 

Club fo r  Jew ish  V̂ omen. Tli© m eeting, which was 110 1d a t  

th© A th le tic  Club in  Jund, 1945f r e su lte d  in  th© d isse m in at­

ing o f in fo rm tio n  to  a very in t e l l ig e n t  audience, one 

which was con scious o f the problems o f the Japanese -Ansar loan s • 

(The C ath o lic  In te r e s t  in  th© re se ttlem e n t prograxa in
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C en tra l Ohio was centered  mainly in  th© Bishop o f the 

C en tra l Ohio D iocese* The C ath o lic  Church was concerned 

w ith the c h a r ita b le  and r e l ig io u s  ad m in istra tio n  to

Japanese-Ainericans nrho were Bieinbers o f the Roman

C ath o lic  f a i t h *

S t .  E i t a f s H o sp ita l, Lima; S i s t e r  H〇3?entine o f

Mt. Carmel H o sp ita l, Columbus多 Sfc* 淑 r y * 8 o f th© Sprin g繼

C o lleg e , and th■❹ C ath o lic  Woroen*s League o f Columbus 

were h e lp fu l in  the re se tt im e n t o f f iv e  J 狂panBse~An»ricans 

in  Lima and ColTirobus*
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PUBLIC ACCEPTANCE
GOTOUNITY PARTICIPATION -  EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS

I t  was the opinion o f WHA personnel th a t the numer­

ous cosmrunities in  C en tral Ohio which supported C h ris tia n  

denom instlonal c o lle g e s  o ffe re d  more i n i t i a l  advantages 

and o p p o rtu n itie s  than some o f the in d u s t r ia l  and a g r i -  

c u ltu r a l  l o c a l i t i e s *  The background o f  t;h©s© c o lle g e

r e f le c te d  more unprejudiced  fe e l in g  because 

o f the sp rn k lin g  of ed ucators in  the oonacunlty and the 

experience of the townsjjeople who had had some s o c ia l  

or b u sin ess connections with Japanese-Am erican stu d en ts 

or Japanese N a t io n a lis t  stu d en ts In pre-war d ays*

Tb@ c o l le g e s ,  and © sp e c ia lly  those th a t  had no Army 

or Navy t ra in in g  program s, were e d u ca tio n a l sources 

which were open to  the H ise l youth whose ed ucation  had 

been in terru p ted  by the ev acu atio n , and the se n io r  

members o f the cen ter high w chools, who were beginning 

to  f in i s h  p re -co lle g e  work in  December o f 1942# Many o f 

these youth • In f a c t  the m a jo rity  - needed the help  o f 

lo c a l  churches, sch o la rsh ip  fo u n d atio n s, and people who 

would d ir e c t  them to  sources o f part;-tiine employment* 

Evacuation  had taken a heavy t o l l  in  fam ily  income s *  

Great 1 0 s s e s  had l>©en su ffe re d  in  le av in g  or s e l l i n g  

hozoes and b u s in e ss . The a d u lts  o f working age in  the 

cen te rs were paid from #12 to  黍16 a montti fo r  lab o r on 

one o f the mny p r o je c t s .  So few fa m il ie s  had the means 

to  send th e lp  ch ild ren  to  c o lle g e *
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ifbrmy

C o llages in  Ohio accepted  Japandse-Aiserioan stu d en ts 

a s  e a r ly  a s  the autumn o f 1942* In  1942 and 19ぬ ， over 

f i f t y  N ise i boys and g i r l s  had e n ro lle d  in  O berlin , 

W ooster, Ohio Wesleyan, Dennison^ Muskingum, and O tterbein  

C o lle g e s *

Th© ta sk  o f ex p lo r in g  the c o lle g e  cominunities fo r  

e d u ca tio n a l and r e lo c a t io n  o p p o rtu n itie s  was assumed by 

the Columbus WRA o f f i c e *  In  J ia y  1943, P ro fe sso r  E* L* 

Dakan addressed  l e t t e r s  to  th© le ad in g  denom inational 

c o lle g e s  in  c e n tra l  O hio.1 In  th is  le t ;te 3? he c a lle d  on 

the p re sid e n ts  o f th© c o lle g e s  to  a s s i s t  in  b u ild in g  

resettlem exit; comndtitees o f p u b lic - s p ir i te d  b u sin ess 

njen, re p re se n ta t iv e s  o f the M in is te r ia l  A sso c ia t io n , and 

the c o l le g e , to  a s s i s t  in  fin d in g  new homes fo r  Jap an ese-
A2D6ricanB#,,2

Thor© was a pronrpt r e a c t io n  from the e o l le g e s *

A l l ❹x p ressed  an in te r e s t  jLn the work ol* the WR/“  Added

encouragement cam© from Ohio Wesleyan, W ooster, A ntioch,

and whez*e eoimnmees wep❺ rorsiod
or su g g estio n s mad© fo r  the membership o f  th© comm ittee• 

Some ed u cato rs were eonfused* P resid en t T u llo ss  o f  

W ittenberg C ollege wrote to  P ro fe sso r  Dakan on August 5

iohlo Wesleyan U niversity, Dennison U niversity, Wittenberg
C o lle g e , O tte rte in  C o lle g e , Antioch C o lleg e , and Wooster 
U n iv e rs ity .

2R eprinted from a l e t t e r  o f Ju ly  27 addressed  to  B r , 
Herbert J .  B x irg sta le r , P resid en t o f  Ohio Wesleyan 
U n iv e rsity *
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that i t  was "the judgment of the Presidential Consnittee 

that the proximity to Wright and Patterson Fields and 

the large aroount of defense industry in Springfield makea

i t  unwise to encourage th® placing of Japanese fam ilies

in Springfield or of inviting Japanese-Americans to enroll

at Wittenberg College. ¢ 0  this Dalcan responded in a

le tte r  dated September 9 , 1 9 4 3 :

Ifeiy I  say that I believe there are certain  
faets which th© cojmnittee has appairentXy over­
looked which I should lik e, in this le tte r ,  
c a ll  to your attention*

Th© United States Government, through its  
angularly constituted agencies which include 
the Army, Navy, Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
and the War Relocation Authority, is  aware that 
i t  is essen tial to protect a l l  wap industries 
not only from persons of Japanese descent, but 
from Gerjsaxî  Italian^ Xrlsh9 or any other race 
or breed of man who raight hinder our war effo rt*
Th© govemmnt would not be engaged in this 
enterprise I f  the relocation of these people 
constituted a danger to our internal secu rity•3

This confusion was not confined to Wittenberg Ool-

legej i t  was shared by other institutions in the state*

Long negotiations were conducted by WHA o ffic ia ls  with

Ohio State TTniversity, Ohio University, and Western

Reserve University.^ Th» Japan©se-Ainerlean Relocation

Student Council, Philadelphia, carried th© major burdon

of opening the doors of colleges* In 1942 and 1943

several hundred Nisei youth had enrolled in the smaller

Sla tto r, £«L. Dakan to President Tulloss, Sept. 9 , 1945.

-»a ^Western ReserveCleveland Press, Sept* 16 , 1944* 
W t F B a n  o F sT se i-； s
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colleges throughout the land* But this was not the whole 

story* 1?h0 great u n iversities, p articu larly the land 

grant colleges of the Middle West and large institutions  

with heavy endowments, had "war contracts11 which were 

defined as secret and oonfldential by Araiy and Navy 

Intelligence departments. Restricted action had t>een 

placed upon the ©arolliaent of Japanese-American students* 

Thus the American _born Hisei found the Base Ives eaughi; 

between the invitations of co-operating local citizens  

and tha m ilitary branch of th© government; which sought; 

to r e s tr ic t  enrollment on the grounds that i f  xmrestrlcted 

enrollment were permitted i t  xslght eiaperil m ilitary  

contracts and research In the laboratories#

This dualism was bewildering to nauy thinking people* 

They could not \mderstand why American-born citizens  

were denied the same privileges as other youth* In tb» 

years of 1942^45^ Ohio State 0n iversity had students 

from ©very state In the Union and from foreign countries# 

Exchange students from th© Latin Am©rlean countries, 

where fascism had spread its  p o litic a l poison in schools 

and in public and private l i f e ,  wei*e enrolled in the 

University and pursued their studies without apparent 

interruption op discomforting supervision from the War 

Department* But this Is a topic to which we shall 

return a fter looking at the results that earn© from the 

missionary work in th© college and University communities#



Mr* Dakan98 le tte r  stimulated interest in Delaware, 

01110 and a meeting of the M inisterial Associated invited  

him to address th© group on th6 probltHi of fcha BUp_ 

rooted Japanese-Americans*11 The meeting was held in 

October 1943 and resulted in organized support for the 

adjustment and integration of Nisei college youth and a 

family into the community l ife *  In March of 1944, Ed 

Takahashi came from Poston, At金zona, and a fte r  a few days 

In Central Ohio he met Lynn Rohrbftughf who operated a 

small printing business in his home and who owned a 

farm which was run down*  ̂ Hb employed Ed to remodel 

the house and work about the farm, building up the

:::: r
was to receive $100 a monthf fans products such as meat, 

eggs, vegetables^ and fr u it , and h© waa to repair and 

mak© habitable the old farm house for his livin g  

te rs . jTalia Takahashi, Ed*s w ife, waited \m tll school 

was over at the Poston Relocation Center before joining 

£d in Ohio* In Ju ly she brought the family of six  

children* Four of fcliem were of school age and the oldest 

was fourteen years old• When Ju lia  arrived she faced 

heart*breaklng hardships* The w ell to supply the water 

had not been d rille d ; the plumbing to r  piping water 

Into the house had not been put in because of lack of

3»The Hohrbaugh fa r ®  was located four miles from 
Delaware•
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p rio rity ; the e le c tr ic ity  was held up -  again for 

p rio rity  reasons* As the summer wore on, however, 

improvements were made and by f a l l  the house was mde 

liveab le•

Throughout this d iff ic u lt  period the Presbyterian 

Church helped with Christian good fellowship and a l l  

the Takahashi^ attended the church* When Ed moved to 

a fru it  farm six  miles from his f i r s t  home he continued 

to attend the Presbyterian Church. Members of the church 

were old friends, and when in Hoveraber 1945 the writer 

saw Ju lia  helping to prepare the t\irk©y dinner that was 

to be given in the l i t t l e  church, he could not help but 

think that this family had realized some happiness In 

Its search for a new hoiue. Certainly some of the anguish 

of relocation days was gone•

The co llective e ffo rt of a liandful of people In 

Delaware made It  possible for the Takabashi family to 

take root in the community and to find fch❺re si sens© of 

belonging and a we Icon© in the everyday lifs© of the 

community#

Nine Nisei students have enrolled in Ohio Wesleyan 

University since the f a l l  of 19421 one of the f i r s t ,  

Georg© Un©mura, Minidoka Relocation Center, was elected  

president of tha Senior Class for 1946#®

Another example w ill  illu stra te  the help which

6Th© Columbus Diajjatch, Hoveraber 2 7 , 1945*
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flowed from the so lid arity  of community leadership when 

that leadership enlisted the co-operation of the church 

and school# In a le tte r  to Everett Dakan, Charles F* 

Wishart, President of Wooster College, Wooster, Ohio, 

wrote:

I  think I wotild suggest th© following sls members 
of the committee 他 ich you describe In your 
le tte r  of Ju ly 2 7 .

John D. Overbold; R. Bethke, Ohio Experi- 
msnt Station; Mary Z. Johnson, Wooster 
College; and Guy Richard, Secretary of th®
Board of Trade.^

Through these comnirunity leaders and others who became 

Interested, d irectly  or Indirectly from their a c t iv it ie s ,  

ten Hlsei students have attended college at Woos ter*

The Y.W*C,A. selected a Nisei g i r l  as o ffice  secretary* 

I^p. Franc la 3» Howldtt of the United States Agri­

cultural Experiment Station, Wooster, accepted the 

applications of many Nisei boys who had specialized or 

worked in the fie ld  of ag3?on〇my* The office  of the War

Relocation Aut1101*ity lircmglTt ©xperienced 挪 11 to his 

attention and the Experiiuent Station employed three

young men in the work of* expex^mental grain adaptation

to so ils  and climate, and In the productivity of green­

house so ils* William ^am zakl, formerly of Berkeley,

^August 3 , 1943*



36

California and Topaz Relocation Center, was employed in  

P©bruax»y 1944 and with his w ife, Sue, and th eir yotmg 

son they became pernanent l^esidents of the Wooster 

community*

fony Takashiraa, who had taken post-graduate work at 

Lincoln, Nebraska, was ezoployed In Swob of 1944 as 

chemist and has conducted research In greenhouse so ils  

for the Experiment Station. Tony helped to bring other 

3?©8©ttlers to the Wooster area through his constant 

Interest in th© resettlement prog3*aia*

In May of 1945# Yoshl© la ta , a young fflan from Heart 

Mountain Relocation Center, accepted a position with the 

Agricultural Experiment Station. He ran s o li tests In 

the greenhouse area of northern Ohio and carried on 

s t a t is t ic a l  research at Wooster* His fam ily, Including 

a s is te r  and his mother, moved to Ohio in J u l y , 1945*

Community acceptance in Wooster was favorable beoaus© 

there wei?e a few in flu en tial people in the college and 

the town who helped the Japanese-Americans to adjust* 

Housing was found through tbe co-operative e ffo rts of 

friends* The students of Wooster College encoimtered 

few disagreeable experiences* They were so cia lly  

accepted by tlm student body and found a rounded experi­

ence in the college and in the Circle of student friends#

A recognized Professor of Mathemtics at Denison 

University, Dr* H. Kato, Is s e l, remained In his position
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throughout the war. Hs was subject to the wartime 

re strictio n  on the siovement and travel of alien s, and so 

remained quietly in the l i t t l e  village of Granville* 

Wherever possible ha rendered whafc help he could give 

to the resettlement program* Mos Eos hide and his wife 

relocated from the Minidoka Relocation Center in May,

194S through the h osp itality of Kato* Hoshld© was 

a jeweler and watoh repairiaan b©foa?e evacuation in 

Seattle , Washington* After sioving to Granville he worked 

In his house repairing watches fox* local jewelers. He 

was not successful In opening his own shop because of 

local fe e lin g . In the f a l l  of 1945 he returned to his 

forsjsr home in Se attle , Washington*

Many Nisei students attended Denison University 

during 1945-1945 school terms# Their social l i f e ,  

although circularcril^ed by the provincial narrowness of 

the v illa g e , was f u l l  and satisfactory In the company 

of student friends and the campus a c tiv itie s  of the 

student body*

Otterbein College, located in W esterville, Ohio, a 

village north of Columbus, was one of the f i r s t  schools 

to admit Hisei studants. The President, Dr* Hufus Howe9 

helped the WRA to organize a small resettlment committee* 

There was some prejudice in W esterville ishen the f i r s t  

Nisei students enrolled in Januai?y,19 4 3• I t  showed 

i t s e l f  in th© business section and localized in spots 

life© the barber shops• President Hov/© o ffset this
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influence by his public illa tio n s  work with the leaders 

of the community. He spoke before groups and conversed 

e ffe c tiv e ly  with fellow-meinbers of luncheon clubs* Be 

had the support of F.O* Clements, a retired  engineer, 

who had been one of the pioneer research men with General 

Motors Research Laboratory. In 1944 Clements 

employed Zennosuk© Uehimoto of (Hla River, as gardener 

and Mrs# Uchimoto as housekeeper at his home in Wester­

v ille  • The Uohlmotos on© daughter in Wisconsin

and a daughter, Laura, who lives with them in W esterville. 

Laura Is a senior In the local high school and has 

t>e〇〇B5© completely integrated Into the community♦ Her 

high school a c tiv itie s  program is  broad; she is  a member 

of the school orchestra, g i r l s 1 glee club, debating team, 

and the 11Y • 8

Other college communities wber© students are enrolled 

and where acceptance has been won a fte r  a period of 

education in the backwaters of the community business 

and residential sections are Heidelberg College at 

T iffin ; Wilmington College, Wilsjington; Muskingum College 

at Hew Concord j Blixffton College, B lu ff ton; and Ohio 

University (a state-supported school) at Athens*

The support of the Christian colleges was an impor­

tant aid In the relocation and education of many Nisei*

The table below Illu strate s the significance of these 

college cofiununities in resettlement in Central Ohio*
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Athens-Ohio University
Bellefontaina
Bluffton-Bluffton College
Covington

Delaware^ Ohio Wesleyan 

Oaaibier, Kenyon College 

Granville, Denison Univ* 

Greenville 
L lm
Mansfield 

Marysville 
Milford Center 

Mount Vernon 

Newark

Springfield, H«P*D* 
Tiffin-Heldelberg College

Wooster, Wooster Colleg©

fo ta l
Rd settlement 

Figures

Evacuee 
Population 
As of Ja n .l  

1946

2 0
4 0
3 X
1 0

19 14
5 1

1 1 6
1 0

15 1
10 4

3 0
4 0

12 12
2 0
S 5

4 4
5 0

10 7
2 1

18 12

New Concord-Muskingum College

W esterville, Otterbeln College 

Wilmington, Wilmington College
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VMeroft Llbrovy

EMPLOY!®NT, COMMUNITY PAETICIPATION, COMfv̂ JNITY ADJUSTMENT, 
AND HOUSING IN SPRINGFIELD, ZAHESVILLE, KEWARK, MANSFIELD,

k m  L IM .

Outside Columbus there were other c itie s  in Central 

Ohio which indicated possible resettlement opportunities* 

MansfI©Id and Lima had large industries as well as many 

small and d iversified  a c tiv itie s *  Wages were high and 

labor scarce* Mewark, Zanesville, Springfield, and 

Marion were looked upon as lik e ly  communities where a 

limited relocation program might be undertaken• These 

la tte r  cominunitjB s were not so highly industrialized as 

Lima and Mansfield, wages were lower, and the past history  

reflected more conservative a tone than either Lima or 

Mans fie  Id* Ifhey did, however, have war industries and 

War Manpower reports listed  thaxn In the second and 

third categories of c r it ic a l  manpower needs

I t  was useless to circularize these eoMDimitlee in 

order to gpt complete coverage, because i t  had been demon­

strated in the publicity work of 1943, to farmers and 

m inisters, that the returns were out of a l l  proportion to 

the time spent on th© preparation and mailing of the 

material#^

The Central Ohio o ffic e , therefore, undertook to

•̂Labor Reports of the War Manpower Commission, December, 

^Se© the topics title d  MChurch©s,** 11 Agricultureノ
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explore these co 顧 uni ties t>y direct personal survey s /

A thorough investigation was mad© of coimmmity sentiment;, 

labor needs, housing, church responsiveness, employer 

ana labor attitu d esf and co-operation of county, state, 

and federal agencies. In short, interviews were held with 

the most lik e ly  individuals who might (co lle ctiv e ly) give 

a fa ir  estimate of the opportunities for successful 

resettlement*

Springfield, Ohio, the f i r s t  community to be surveyed, 

proved to be a dud. Employers and minis ters were only 

mildly interested in the labor supply and need of the 

re se ttle rs to find new homes for relocation* Other 

leaders in the coimnunity were of the opinion that there 

was no labor shortage In the comimmity»4 Some were appre­

hensive of th© ra c ia l problem. During the 1920*s, Spring- 

fie ld  had been the scene of a race rio t between the Hegroes

^This survey was conducted In February and M arch ,1945* 
The Relocation O fficers of th© Columbus d is tr ic t  bad 
made many trips to these communities, but owing to th© 
pressure of work and the necessity of being in the 
Columbus o ffic e , had not spent su fficien t time in the 
coirammities to evaluate their resettlement p o ssib ili­
ties* When William Mackey was appointed Associate 
Relocation O fficer in February, 1945, the s t a f f  was 
su ffic ie n tly  reinforced to undertake additional assign­
ments which re quilled painstaking work and a great deal 
of tlioe •

^The Secretary of the Chamber of Commerce, Superintendent 
of the Public Schools, President of Wittenberg College, 
The County Agricultural Agent, the head of th© United 
States Employment Service, and the Director of P*P.M*

1943, Professor E .L . Dakan had worked 
agricultural agent in presenting the 
Japanese-American labor fo r farm 

employment* The country agricultural board at that

In th© Spring of 
with th© county 
a v a ila b ility  or



and whites, and eoramunity spokesmen thought that the 

introduction of Japanese •Americans into the coromunity 

might revive the ra c ia l disturbances* I t  appeared that 

the underlying fear in Springfield was a renewal of the 

ra c ia l troubles, which twenty years before had resulted 

In the callin g  in of the national Giiard to quell the 

disorders•

Newark and Zanesville, meditun-slzed c it ie s , were 

visited  following the unsuccessful e ffo rt In Springfield*

In Newark, Donald Shaeffep of th© Owens Fiber Glass, W*T. 

Ennor and L*C« Acklin of the Alumimim Company of America, 

Ferber Marshall of the Ferris Rubber Companŷ  and H*L. 

Haddocks of the Maddocks Construction Engineers were 

interviewed for employment p o ssib ilitie s*  John H*

Giltiert of th® War Manpower Commission was also int©x»_ 

viewed• W© received no employiaent offers from these con­

tacts except a proais© from th© AltunimuB Company of 

America that Japanese-Americans would be interviewed for 

office positions and laboratory jobs. H. L. Maddocks of 

the Maddocks Construction Company wanted a couple to work 

on his farm estate and offered ¢50 a month fo r their 

services•

Palmer Jones, the County Agricultural Agent, had co­

operated with th© Columbus O ffice. In 1944 he had notified

UlGontm) •
1 time had passed a resolution against the employment of 

Japanese in Clark Qoxmty agriculture• This feeling had 
spread to Champaign and Madison Counties, and the 
Relocation program niade no successful resettlement in 
this area*
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a l l  the fr u it , grain, and dairy farmers that Japan©se- 

American labor was availab le• During that season we 

placed on© evacuee on a general farm near CJi^anville*

The boy who was placed was a Kibei* He worked fop James 

Slayter, an executive of the Owe ns-Fiber Glass Company*  ̂

Be was a steady worker and learned general fanning very 

fa st*  His ©Biployer was fu lly  sa tisfie d  and was sorry to 

see him drafted in k n g n s t ,1944*

During our v is it  to Hewark in Pebm iary,1945, 

paliser Jones was again belpful* H© personally conferred 

with Sa lly  Jones, a wealthy fa r ®  owner and nationally  

known breeder about the employment of a family on her 

estate On Febrmry 1 4 , 1945, he wrote to the Colusibus 

Office a fte r a prellminapy stJirvey of farm needs. His 

le tte r  throws some lig h t on the d iffic u ltie s  that were 

encountered In finding homes and employment for Japan©se- 

Americans on Ohio farms*

Dear Ur* Spicers

We have been investigating the p o ssib ility  
of placing Japanese-American fam ilies on farms 
In Licking County, and find about 80¢ of the 
people objecting to the idea* For this reason 
we are not at present taking an aggressive a t t i ­
tude in encouraging the placement of any 
Japanese fam ilies• We w ill , howevor, inform 
those persons desperate for help of the possi­
b ilit ie s  and point out that i f  they are Interested

®The evacuee received |50 a month and room and board* He 
became quit© well known in th© e。刪 unity because of his 
personal habits of cleanliness*

^Housing accommodations were a Number One consideration
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w© w ill b® glad to put them in touch with War 
Relocation authorities to work out a prospec­
tive placement of a Japan©se-Aiaerlcan family*

One such fariaer is  J«P« and H.H. Walker,
Woodbind Farms, Box 226, Gaiabiar, Ohio. Mr•
Walker would be interested in hiring a 
Japanese-Aiaerican family* He has a tenant 
house with e le c tr ic ity , furnishes four hundred 
pounds of pork, fu e l, flou r, one acre of 
g a rd e n ,1/2  gallon of milk, and w ill pay pre­
vailin g or better wages. The nature of the 
work Is varied. H© has heavy machinery, such 
as combine, pick-up baler, e tc * , beef c a ttle , 
piirebred sh©ep# and orcharding*

Very sincerely yo\irs#

(Signed) Palmep Jones
County Agricultural Agent7

Again on Pebrviary 16 , Palmer Jones wrote to us that

he had arranged for a meeting of the County Paris Labor

Committe© to discuss seasonal labor requirements and

the fe a s ib ilit y  of using Japanese•Americans*® fhls

meeting was held on Febrtiary 26, in th© Licking County

Courthouse^ Newark. The Relocation O fficer spoke to

about f i f t y  grain, dairy, and fr u it  farmers * Th® only

interested farmer was J*P* Walker, and the relationships

established with him during the meeting resulted in a

future relocation arrangement for th© resettleiuent of

two fainilles of twelve p e r s o n s I n  March, a general

of Relocation Officers in Interesting evacuee fam ilies 
in farm labor. Th© most promising combination of 
©mployment and acceptable housing from the viewpoint of 
the evacuee was generally found on the country estate. 
Tenant houses wei*e kept In good state of rapir and war© 
modern or semi-modern*

^Palmer Jones to Carl L* Spicer, February 1 4 , 1945*
8paliner Jones to Carl L* Spicer, February 16 # 1945* 
^December,1945*
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farmer, Mr. W. S* Pisk of RPD # 1 , Newark, placed an 

employment offer with the Goiurabus WRA o ffic e • The wages 

were good -  $100 a month with farin produce and housing.

But the housing was poor* I t  was si log cabin, on© 

hundred or more years old. There was no water* Two 

evacuees were interested In the place tout when they aaw 

the tenant house they lost a l l  Interest in the offer*

!Ph© R©v. Dale A• Fiers of the Disciples of Christ 

Church, Hewark, helped to promote the resettlement 

program in the community. He attempted to e n list the 

support of his congregation in providing ©mployroent and 

housing for a family* The church needed a care-taker, 

and h© placed an o ffer with the WRA o ffic e . The employ­

ment offer was circularized to a l l  th© x*elocation centers 

but there w©x»6 no acc©pt;aiices»

Zanesville, Ohio, a pottery town, which had received 

some stimulation from the m iration  of war plants as 

sub-production or assembly centers, was surveyed in Pebru- 

a ry .

Ernest Sn©ll# Manager of the United States Employ­

ment Service, was in telligen t on the subject of Japanese- 

American resettlement, but was noncommittal on the 

reaction of the employer and labor representatives to 

resettleroent of Japanese_Amei»icari labor• There was need 

for labor in the pottery industry, the Rational Battery
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Company,七he Timken Roller Bearing Company, and the glass 

factory# Wages, which were flxsd by the War labor Board, 

were low* The jobs which ware open paid 60^ -  65/ pep 

hour for males and 50¢ per hour for wojjjen*

Th© farm needs w©r© limited to a few p o ssib ilitie s  

on fr u it  farms and s p e c ia li 2»d turkey and poultry farms* 

William Bembower, Acting County Agent, assisted the 

Relocation O fficers by referring two offers to the 

Columbus WRA o ffic e . These offers were channeled through 

the Farm Emergency Labor O ffice, Ohio State U n iversity#^

Conferences were held with Larry H©ss, Secretary of 

the Chamber of Commerce; Ernest Sndllf War Manpower o f f i ­

c ia l ;  William Bembower, Acting County Agricultural Agent; 

E .J*  Schwltzer, Superintendent of Tiiaken Roller Bearing 

Company; Wlndlsh9 President of the Roseville Pottery,

Inc*; Frank Black of the National Battery Company; Perry 

Wilson, Y.M^C.A. ,Te©n-Ag© Club Secretary; Gertrud© Stanley, 

Secretary of the Y*W«C.A«; Mrs* Urula Benson, Director 

of the Benson Hursing Home; Rev. Roland Carter, Methodist 

Chureh; and Rev* Russell Shepherd of the F irs t  Presbyterian 

Church*

Th© work In Zanesville did not resu lt In the r©loca« 

tion of any Japanese-American fam ilies, but favorable pub­

l ic  relations wei»© bu ilt up with th© Y.W*C*A. and a contlnu-

二 : : 。: : 二 ： ： :
Brothers, turkey growers of Cumberland, Ohio*
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S t a n l e y T h r o u g l x  her e ffo rts  a strong in ter轉ra c ia l

council was formed and an active program adopted for tha 

1945-46 winter season* The War Relocation Authority was 

given the opening engagement: on this program and the 

reception of the council lassibers was sincere and enthusi­

a s t i c * ^

A few islles from Zanesville, the l i t l e  village of 

New Concord nurtures the old Presbyterian College#

ISusklngUBi, and to the east the V®terans Hospital for th® 

treatment of th© wounded is  located in the Ifeiskinguis 

h i l l s .  Many Nisei students have enrolled In Muskingum 

College• I t  was one of the f i r s t  schools in Ohio to 

accept Japanese-Americans* Th© Veterans* Hospital had 

cares for Hisei boys wounded In the European zone* The 

Jan esville  Y*W*C«A, had taken a personal inte3*est in the 

boys and girls from Muskingxun, and has extended it s  

h osp itality to Nisei who came into the city *

Mansfield, Ohio, presented one of the best lo c a litie s  

for resettlement a c t iv it ie s . The coimmmity was progressive 

In caring for the welfare of it s  c itize n s. Th© schools 

were modern and enjoyed good administration and w ell-trained

widelv publicized in the centers, there was no interest 
evacuees. The offer included employment for  

^  ^ o p l ^  ^ t h e r ,  father, and two g ir ls  〇f  working 
a ^ T t f a c t  as nurses. The salary was $200 with a 
modern apartment and food*

l̂ Hov©inb©3P 1 5 , 1945#
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teachers* Wages wei»e high and the unions and management 

got along* Ther© was a great deal of comsunity pride 

and progressive le狂diership in public a ffa ir s *

Its  industrisil h istory wets steady and a l l  through 

■fcbs ’ 3 0 *s 曹ages p©Brined high and there wer© r© lativeiy  

few unemployed* 1 3  Its  industrial strength was due to 

the numerous honie factories which had been successfully  

developed by and held in the ownership of local ca p ita l• 

The Ohio Brass Company, the fappan 8 tov© Company, The 

Barnes Manufacturing Company, and the Ideal E le ctric  

Manufacturing Company were local industries with fin an cial 

strength and national recognition of fch© products The 

Westinghouse E le ctric  Company and the Mansfield Tire and 

Rubber CoiDpany 2?epr©sent6 d outside in te re sts•

Japanese-Aznerleans had resettled in Mansfield in 

1945 and 1944. Two of these e arly  re set tiers had gone 

on to New York, but Tokuki Furuta lived in Mansfield 

u n til drafted into the t J .S .  Arined Forces* He had cosj© 

down from Cleveland and secured a job in a cigar store• 

Cornrnunity reception had been good. Chick sexsrs spent; 

two months of each year in Mansfield, and enjoyed friendly  

relations with the employers and townspeople*

Housing was d if f ic u lt  in Kansfield but not as tigh t 

as in other consmunities, such as an<3 Columlms* The

15 Prora oral conversations with tha Executive Secretary 
of the Goummity War Chest, the Secretary of the Chamber 
of Gommeree, and the Treasurer of tin© County
Committee*
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surveys by the WRA showed some apartments In the hotels, 

rooms in private homes, and a number of tenant and 

servants* quarters on ©states sind farm-estates*

I t  was possible to make a careful study of th© 

cross-section of Mansfield cousaunity because of the 

pub lie -re latio n s which had been b u ilt up in the cominunlty 

years before by Wlllianj Mackey, Associate Relocation 

O fficer* He had served as chaplain at the Boys Reformatory 

and he had mny friends axoong the business and profes­

sional rosn of the c it y .

Conferences were held with the following Industrial

and business leaders in the concnunity:

Roger Black, President
Mrs• Jane Williams. Ex. Secy.
Charles £ .  Payne, Mgr.
Otis Sowash 
Robert Mahler, Mgr*
John Routzen, Secretary 
Dwight McCullough, Vic© Pres. 
William Locke, Mayor 
George L. Braffton, Mgr*
A« J» Goldsmith 
Glen Vinson, President 
Reese M ills, Asst.Vice Pres* 
Prank Berkie, Personnel Mgr*

The Ohio Brass Oompany 
Mansfield Coimnunity Fund 
Sttihldrebers Flo ral Co. 
Sowaah Cleaning Co* 
CoacRercial Motor Freight 
Chamber of Commerce 
Barnes Manufacturing Co* 
City of Mansfield 
The Ohio Brass Company 
Clothing Store 
Ideal E le ctric  Mfg, Co# 
Westlnghouse Mfg« 0〇 • 
Mansfield ^ire & Rubber Co.

The liisto rical background and the aims of the WEA pro

gram were discussed with the secretaries of the T, the 

leading clergymen, o ffic ia ls  of the C.I.O , the Superinten­

dent of Schools, the County Agricultural Agent, the War

Manpower Director, and many s脈 1 1  business men and sub­

soil tract ing machine tool plants• Th© editor of the 

Mansfield Journal was interviewed and agreed to co-operate

in the resettlement program*
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iancrott l<b

At th is late day in resettlement, th© D istrict WRA 

o ffices were primarily Interested in the placenjent of 

I s s e l  and family groups. A special e ffo rt was made in  

MansfieId to find opportunitie s on th© many estates on 

th© outskirts of* the and in thB hotels where housing

was fiirnished# Two ejuployment offers resulted from this 

survey* Employment offers were received from Olenn 

Vinson, Ideal E le ctric  Manufacturing Corapany, for a 

couple to work in his home• E arl Bates, Manager of th© 

Pairview Hotel, worked out a plan to employ a l l  the 

memlDers of a fam ily; the parents were to take charge of 

cooking and cleaning, the boys to hop b e lls , and the 

g ir ls  of working age were to operate the elevators*^4 

fens fie ld  獅  ta l Products Coiapany, The Barnes 

Manufacturing Gcm^iny, and the Commercial Motor Freight, 

Inc. opened amployirsent to Nisei and Isse l applicants at 

wages ranging from 60¢ an hour for unskilled labor to 

85¢" and fX * 0 0  an h o ^ sr for experienced mechanics and 

m a c h in ists*^

Tb© survey o f th© Richland County farsi ensploysjent; 

s i tu a t io n  was co-or»dilnated w ith the work of George B* 

Ganyard, Coimty A g r ic u ltu ra l Agent# The type o f farm ing 

p ra c tic e d  was gen era l farm ing and d a iry in g * Grain

^T h e  wages o ffe re d  by Glenn Vinson were too low to  a t t r a c t  
a co u p le . The o f fe r  was o r in a lly  |6 5  a month and la t e r  
was r a is e d  to  ¢75*

15A11 these o f fe r s  war*© channeled to  the eicployinent o f f i c e s  
in  the re lo c a t io n  c e n te rs *  In q u ir ie s  from I s s e i  about 
the h o te l job were rece iv ed  but se v e ra l attem pts to  p lace  
a fam ily  there ended without su c c e ss *
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production supplied 3球  of fclie local income* 祝 〇  la r明  

potato farms and three orchards In the county had no 

openings for Japan©se-Americans *

In tb© nursery and greenhouse industry a placement 

was made with th© Stuhld2?eber Floral Company, Mansfield, 

Hoy Teraishi of th© Heart Mountain Relocation Genter was 

essployed for rose growing* In Juris, 1945, Hoy csise to 

Mansfield with his wife, Fus&e, and theip two children, 

Ben, four years, and June, one year, of age• The 

!Taraishi family niade tbeir h〇Tne in a remodeled apartinent 

which was owned by the Floral company♦ Tbair experience 

in Mansfield has been a happy ono， and Hoy bas proved si 

steady and dependable worker*

$he W&r Relocation Authority in Colusibus maintained 

a close lia isio n  with the Mansfield comimnlty through 

the office of Jan© Williams, Executive Secretary of the 

Comimmity Eer friendly and co-operative s p ir it  has

helped Immensely in preparing the conmnmifcy for Japanese- 

American resettleiaent• A le tte r written to Williani Mackey 

Is broad In insight and understandiaig*-1*̂

I  aaa treisendously interested In the project 
taking root luere in Mansfield because I believe 
tb® smaller coi331nunitie s have need to deraonstrate 
th eir re a l AmBrlcanism a s  w ell a s  tli© large 
c it ie s , and real Ai〇Dricani8ffi logins with putting 
democracy into action*

16jane W illiam s to  W llliaic Mackey, February 1 9 , 1945#
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Resettlement pl^ns for Lliua, p articu larly for 

family groups# was a jaattsr of Xexigthy delilDeration on 

the part of the ColxiEtbus office  sta ff*  Both Spicer 

and Mr. !<5ackey had & first-hand knowledge of the community 

from previous lengtby residence there* Moreover e a rlie r  

attempts of Japanese-Americans to resettle  there were met 

with adverse pres stir© e and active resistance. In the 

spring of 1943, Calvin Seraa and his young wife had gone 

there from the Cleveland Relocation o ffice  and were 

employed by Howard Fletcher* Gaivin was employed as 

gardener on Mr. F le tch er^  estate• A threatened boycott 

of tho Lim  Storage Battery Company, ownea by Fletcher 

caused the eventual departure of Calvin from Liaa. He 

eame to Coluisbus and secured a job on the ©state of a 

lo cal p h ysician *^

l^Eelated to Carl Spicer and William Mackey by Wil33am 
Fletcher# Cf» correspondence in the Cleveland Area 
office addressed to Harold Flster©.

Another unsuccessful resettlement attempt was made by 
Toro Schoonover, a pliilantJaropist and local cap italist#  
H© employed a very talented young HIsoi aouple to 
manage a farm in the Lima rural az*ea« After eight 
months of unsuccessful attempts to adjust to the r\iral 
comrmmity, the young couple moved to an eastern c i t y •

William Xshlda, a graduate of a western university, 
resettled in Lima in 1943 and zsad© a success witii 
the Ohio Woolen M ills*
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There was a c r it ic a l  manpower shortage in Lima* I t  

was the resu lt of tremdndous wartime expansion of the Linaa 

Locomotive Works, makers of tanks; the Westlnghous© E le ctric  

Gompanyj and The Ohio Steel Fotindry; plus the p a rtia l 

breakdown in coimnunity services• **••• lack of housing

and general inadequacy of community f a c i l i t i e s ,  including 

recreation, feeding fa c i l it ie s  for Negroes, transportation, 

schools, child care, health service, and san itatio n .• 

were the words of the Federal Council import*

Th© housing situation was c r it i c a l .  The c ity  was 

jammed with whites from th© southern states and d riftin g  

labor from other sections of the country* There had been 

a lai*gie move id© nt of southern Ifegr oes and their fami 116 8 

to Lima, to work In the Ohio Steel Foundry• ISany of tb© 

Negroes were crowded into flim sy tr a ile r  camps on th© 

eity*s outskirts• There wsls a rawness about; the c ity  

and a tenseness in the subnmrglnal livin g  sections*

Teachers, public health workers, and concerned com­

munity leaders were powerless to improve the situation*

In one school th© attendance reflected th© pILantlng season 

in th© Kentucky mountains# Th© children just didn*t go 

and the parents backed them up. As one teacher put i t ,  

wy 〇u can lisagine th© problems we face*11

l®Report of the Federal Council, F e b ru a ry ,1945*
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The same detailed study was raade In Lima as had 

been made In Mansfield* Employment offers were received 

from the Llxsa Woolen Mills fo r twelve Hisel g ir ls  as 

spinners and weavers* Tbe starting wag© was 55¢ per 

hour# After five  weeks training the g ir ls  were to b© 

advanced to 77¢ an hour. The plant was ®od©rn and 

©quipped with new machinery• The work was ligh t and 

clean* Th© workers in the m ill were organized under th®

C*1 •0• Textile Uxiion, and th© Union accepted Japanese- 

Americans on the same basis as any other workers

The Iferchants1 Forwarding Coiapany employed Georg© 

Hirota, Harry Ikegaml, and Minoru Canada fro ®  the Poston 

Relocation Center• These men were automobile mechanics 

and earned 90^ an hoiir beginning wage, with time-and-a- 

b alf for overtin» (over 40 hours a week) and periodic 

increases in wages. Jinttnie He mo to frois Heart Mountain

:;rr™ ™
mechanics worked in Lima for a b rie f tisse and then went 

on to Chicago*

Other ©inployroent offers were received from the 

Ifeiuorial Park Cenjetery, and from Jervis and Z e lle r, 

Architects * St* R ita ’ s Hospital employed Henry Ues3111ra 

as a pharmacist•

^Confirming le tte r , William R* Reiser, Lima Woolen M ills, 
to Carl L* Spicer, March 2 1 , 1945*
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A conference with Ohio Steel Poundry o ffic ia ls

brought no re su lts . Following a discussion with H. A, 

Settlem lre, personnel manager, we received the following 

letters

GentlOBiens

After discussing this with Kr. Dudley, h© 
d efin itely  states that w© are not Interested 
in any respect* I t  would just a im tter ot 
waste of time to discuss i t  further • • • *20

Because of the unsettled temper of the community, 

the Relocation o ffice  from Columbus requested a small 

group of people to act as a resettlement committ©© 

advisory council* The eouncll was composed of Judge 

Raymond Smith, Probate Judge, Allen County; Mildred 

P h illip s, Business Secretary of the Y.W*C#A*; Betty 

C ollin s, ease supervisor, Aid to Dependent Childi*en; 

and Rev* E*J*A« St« Louis, pastor of the Grace Methodist 

Chareh*

On December 2 1 , when this paper is  being written, 

the Lima community had one r©settler* Fifteen evacuees 

had lived In the community during th6 period M a y , 1943 

to December,1945* Pour had retxxrned to C alifornia; 

three had gone to New York C ity, foiir to Chicago, and 

foiir had moved to Columbus*

The most successful resettlement ventiire was inade 

by William Ishida* He cam© from the Gila River Relocation

^^Letter, R. A. Settlem ire, March 9 , 1945*
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Center and mad© his way in his job with the Lima Woolen 

M ills and in the couusunlty* Bb spoke to many groups -  

church and c iv ic  -  and when h© le ft  for Fresno in  

Kovember,1945, ha counted mny close friends among a l l  

types of people in Lima*

Henry Teshlxna, mentioned e a rlie r  as phariaacist at 

St« Rita<6 Hospital, is s t i l l  In Llioa* (A resident 

fam ily, the head of which was proprietor of Jacque*s 

Restaurant, and who died after the outbreak of the war, 

has not loeen included in this population suimnaz*y«)
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EMPLOYMENT

Employment was th© f i r s t  concern of the Japanese- 

Americsin resettiler. His exile in the relocation centers 

and the fears of prejudice which might be encountered on

the o u tsid e  were con d ition in g  fa c to r s  in  a l l  th© la t e r

e ffo rts  to relocate himself and his fam ily. Prom o f f i ­

c ia l  ana tm o fflcial soiarces he gathered a saoimtain of 

information •  facts and myths, mingled in th© volume 

of reports, le tte rs , govemroent releases, and countless 

other b its of information which flowed into the centers* 

Letters from friends wer© the raost persuasive items 

to com© to th© attention of center residents#

Booming Industrial centers such as Chicago, Cleveland, 

and D etroit, attracted large numbers of Nisei soon a fte r  

the exodus from th© centers began, and thei*e was a natural 

pulling power once these r*esa1:tl©rs had beeoias situated  

and began writing back to th© centers* S m lle r  c itie s  

worG not; so popuXsir* Golusibus was one of* those roediuis— 

sized c itie s  which had no In itia l advantages exeept that 

It  was a nice place to l iv e •

The WHA o ffice  took what seemed to b© th© most 

promising steps to secure suitable Qmplojrmont for re se ttle rs  

in th© c it y . Successively in May, J\me, and Ju ly of 1943

the s ta ff  conferred with Wai» Ifempower o f f i c i a l s 《TJ.S.E.S*},

th® Governor, C.I.O* and A*F* of L. heads, managers and 

su,p©i,int»©nidoiit8 of fsicboi?!.©s  ̂ 1 1 0 spifc&Xs  ̂ pz*0^68s 1.ozî X find
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commercial business houses, Ciiamber of Commerce o ff ic ia ls ,  

and employers in general*

Wade Hamiaond, Director of the TT.S.E.S. in May, 1943, 

was helpful during these early months# His support was 

indicated "by き of Mai»y Isbaksiwa as comptometer

operator In the s ta t is t ic a l  department of the WMG, a 

position which she held un til th© spring of 1945. She 

was accepted by laer fellow employees, but other qualified  

o ffice work rs who later applied were not employed* Sd 

Broughton, employinent o ffice r for Ohio (WMC) attributed  

this to the influence of a few prejudiced departinent 

heads and desk workers. Th© most outspoken was th® 

assistant employinent manager f ：5r Colusftms*

Sine© the U.S.E.S* was a clearing house for a l l  

labor hired in war industry, the establishment of good 

relations between WRA. and was one of th© desir_

able alms of tha local o f f i c e •

From the point of view of 七h© Relocation O fficer, 

the WMC was a go^rnmental agency engaged in the crucial 

task of recruiting manpo'wer for the work of war produc­

tion. The i?eferral and recognition of the rights of 

Japanese-Arnericans to earn a livin g  in gainful eraployinent 

was in line with the function of the WMC-USES* I t  there­

fore becaine a policy to cultivate good relations with tbe 

top and "bottom of the USES pepsonnel* The Relocation
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O fficer cam© to know the re fe rra l personnel behind the 

counter, and got an ide© of the attitudes of the average 

employee* Carl Sartman, in charge of the placement of 

handicapped workers and assigned the job of interviewing 

Japanese-Americans, lool<38d upon their re fe rra l as the 

toughest assignment of a l l .  Miss Tinker, In charge of 

a l l  female re fe rra ls , was objective and successful In 

making placements in several o ffices smd. lioxnes*

Tho Dlroctor of the Coluwbua Ai?©a of the WMC,

Ralph Gabels, encouraged the WRA to develop its  employ­

ment service to resettlers to th© point Mier© a l l  employ- 

m nt a c tiv itie s  could be handled by the WRA i t s e l f .

Ae he explained i t ,  war department re strictio n s, and tha 

necessity of maintaining controls and regulations for 

the stab ilizatio n  of labor^ and the upgrading of Negroes 

(a ra cia l issue which had cone to the fore In several 

of the major war plants) had added eonsl<5erably to the 

■ burden of OTC-tJSES i?esponsibillti©s* In other words, ours 

was a minor problecs and we ought to be able to handle i t  

with the resources m  could conimnd• I t  did not niatter 

that inaigrants were subject to a l l  th© controls of fche 

WMC and when engaged in essential industry, they were 

subject to th© lalboi* statdllzaticm  program* Thus, with 

minimum co-operation from th© U. S.E.S , ,  WRA b u ilt up it s  

job re fe rra l service to a point whei*© a l l  re settlers  

secured jobs and none were idle who were able and w illin g

to work.
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0 m c f〇h  iib rM ji

In Pebruai?y 1945, the need for reviewing th© 

developnients,which easK5 thick and fast  in Becember and 

January and which looked ahead to the closing of the 

Relocation centers and the resettlement of th© remaining 

population in various sections of the country, with th© 

WMC-USES o ff ic ia ls  was realized* Robert Cullum,

R elo catio n  S u p e rT iso r ,conferred w ith Carl Keenan, WMC 

D irec to r  fo r  Ohio (succeed in g  Wade Baisinond, who became 

deputy director) and out of this discussion cam© a 

p ro p o sa l to  provide in-s©3?Tice training for USES personnel*

In August, OulluiD and the Relocation Officers of 

the Cincinnati and Colinnbus districts  held conferences 

wifctiall the dspartment heads of the USES. The issues 

w©r»© bftred and fr u itfu l discussions resulted. Improve­

ment In re fe rra l service in both Cincinnati and Columbus 

was achie^red* The end of the war brought improved 

relations* Earl Duncan, Manager of the USES, had returned 

from the army with an lntlumte knowledge of the Nisei 

442nd Comb&t Team* His understanding of th© Japan©se- 

Ainerican problem was quickly transmit ted to others who 

worked with him*

Since October, 1945, a noticeable change has been 

reflected in th© services of the USES TO Japajiese-Asierleans • 

The applicants for jobs, uneniployment insurance, and 

counseling hav© been serviced in a normnl way. Th© furtive
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kind of concern which was o fte n  f e l t  has g iven  way to  a 

more open and fr ie n d ly  exchange o f in form ation  between 

in terv iew ers and a p p l ic a n t s « ff0n© swallow doesn, t  mals® 

a suimner11 but the overnight fa llin g -aw ay  of p sy ch o lo g ica l 

b a r r ie r s ,  proeont: a l l  "feiipotigh th6 wai* p6i»lod, i s  a good 

promise fo r  the futtxre •

P o l i t i c a l  co n sid e ra tio n s barred  the open support 

o f Ohic^s Chief1 E xeeu tiv as In the WRA employiaent program. 

Without re c o rd s , i t  i s  im possib le  to  r e la t e  the ^backstage" 

p o l ic ie s  which grew out o f the WRA rese ttlem e n t program 

In Ohio# E v e re tt  Dakan has given an account o f  the 

conference held  w ith John B rlclcer, the Governor, in  h is  

r e p o r t , which i s  a ttach e d * Governor Lausche ws.s never 

seen In form al conference d e sp ite  attem pts o f the 

H elocation  Su p erv iso r  and the lo c a l  R e lo catio n  o f f ic e  

to  arrange such a m eeting. In  Jn ly , when the R elocation  

o f f i c e r ,  a f t e r  two weeks o f co n tac tin g  the Governor*s 

ou ter o f f i c e ,  ta lk ed  w ith Leusche over the telephone on 

another wsittev, th© governor introduced the su b je c t  o f 

eroploymont and in d ica te d  th a t i t  w色a 1 10 1 p o ss ib le  to  

©Hjploy Japan©so-Amarleans because o f the 11 job se e k e rsH 

In Ohio who were w aitin g  fo r  the openings in  s t a te  

departm ents*

T a ilo r in g  of jobs ( f i t t i n g  a Job to  a s p e c i f ic  

a p p lic a n t  path er than tb© re v e rse ) was common In Oolurabus* 

So many o f th© a p p lic a n ts  who wrote in  from th© cen ters
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wanted a job which f i t  their preconceived notions. Find_ 

Ing such a place ortdn eonsuiaed a disproportionate amounl? 

of time, and was wasteful, p articu larly iixasmch as 

applicants often refused t;h© place when they arrived•

The only value i t  had beyond such successful placements 

as were ms.de by tele typing and writing to the centers, 

was th® lnfornation which went out to employers about tbe 

program* This IclEid of pla❹esaent was abolished In the 

B3@tropolltan centers like Olsvoland and Detroit, a

backlog of esrployiaent openings covered most fie ld s , but 

In Columbus i t  was one of the principal methods of bring­

ing employer and employee together*

Ifeiny job offers were never f i l le d  l»eause there 

w©r# no wtakersn in th0  centers* overeoiad tbs d ls-  

advantage of being a low^wage d is tr ic t , the Columbus 

o ffice  employed a lilghly personalized placement procedtare 

and follow-upa were sad© on aH  placements* Inscriptive  

pamphlets nere written In co-operation with tb® Reports 

O fficer of the Cleveland Area office* The work of Godfrey 

Frankel, Reports O fficer, was exceptionally good -  hi» 

pamphlet on Opportunities for Xssei in Central Ohio was 

well received in tine relocation centers and created a 

great deal of interest among center residents (1945) •

In May, Jun©# and Ju ly , 1943, a city-wide canvass­

ing of factories and business concerns by Informational 

le tte r s , telephone# personal v isita tio n s, and direct
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r e f e r r a l *  to  employers f operaad up se v e ra l ©mployroent 

o p p o rtu n itie s  fo r  r e s e t t l e r s #  The b e st  r e s u l t s  came f r o »

a l e t t e r  whicli wa鷗 c ir c u la r iz e d  t;o a i l  p la n ts  and b u ain essea

which were a s s o c ia te d  irm a th® Chamber* o f Gosraaeree.

Delmap S tark e y , S e c re ta ry  o f th a t  o rg an iz a tio n , a s s i s t e d  

1 1 1  the survey by making accesslb l©  th o ir  eoiapldto m ailliig  

l i s t ,  and by running an a r t i c l e  in  the news sh eet whjLeh 

was put out by the Ghambep o f Coinro©roe p u b lic ity  d e p art­

ment • Scores o f  in te r e s te d  employers e a lle d  th© WRA 

o f f i c e ,  Taut a s  was so o ften  the c a se , only a few were 

in te r e s te d  to  the p o in t o f employing Japan©se-Ainerleans*

Th© Weinman Pump Gompany, a  non-union war p la n t ; the 

David Davey Packing Company; and the Iannox Pumaoe

Company sen t employment o f f e r s *  fh© Welnsian Puiap Oompany 

sen t exnployinent o f fe r s  which were accepted  by Wfeyo 

Okawara a s  o f f ic e  r e c e p t io n is t  and Frank Mlnata a s  

la th e  o p era to r* This concern lik e d  Japanese-Am erican 

employees and job s were always a v a i la b le  in  th e ir  machine

8110 參》

V is ita t io n  by the R elo catio n  o f f i c e r  to  p la n ts  and 

t a lk s  w ith person n el san agers opened other o p p o r tu n it ie s *  

The P*elt>er B ia c td t  C o s^ n y， TlJ® 调 a r  Manpower Gonanisaion，

!Th© Aioerican E ducation  P ro ss , Grant H o sp ita l# S c o tt  Seed 

Company, Baker. A rt G a lle ry , Columbus Consumers Co-op, 

and a f t e r  J a n u a r y ,1944# p p a e t ic a lly  a l l  o ther f i e l d s ,  

were opened in  t h i s  manner* Th© Feltser B i s c u i t  Oompany,
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despite low wages, became a popular place for Japanese- 

Americana• Hiehard Kanazawa# a young man from 

Manzanaar Helooatlon Center, was the f i r s t  Nisei to be 

employed* When th©r© three months, h© was advanced to 

a supervisory job, In charge of the maintenance of plant 

equipment* Many others, Hisel ana Is s e i, followed ana 

there w©3?e no reports of discriminatory action on the part 

of management or fellow employees*

Domestic offers W6 i»e p le n tifu l. Wages averaged #14 

& ireelu During the f i r s t  year of WRA many Kisei g ir ls  

took employment in homes* S is t e r s ,  Graee and Halen 

Kobayshl, were the f i r s t  to re se ttle  and take domestic 

employuient. Oẑ ace has now entered nurses( training at  

Grant Hospital and Helen was married to Frank Murata 

and moved to Omaha, Hebraska in th© f a l l  of 1943. The 

exeeXlent work done and the reputations earned by Nisei 

g ir ls  in Columbus homes was one of th® fin e st factors  

contributing to tb0  011 Japazsese-ilzQ&r1 leans

and in group adjustment to the coimnunity* Hori Hasiko, 

employed by a surgeon, was the most successful of domestic 

employees# Sha made a career of hep job, and when In 

June she ret\imed to C alifornia, she was offered #2400 

a year to remain with her employer. She vas ooinpanlon 

to the children, secretary i f  need be, and a competent 

manager •

EzBployment sumomrles  ̂ gluing wages, type of work,

& d.G8 〇z*l.pt«!lon of t/hd connnunlty  ̂ woi*© gotit6 1 1  up mont#1 1 3 ,y
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and incorporated into an area Job B ulletin , which was

to the relocation eenteps* These bulletin* wer© 

valuable aids In resettlement*

Tbs assignsaent of Relocation o ffice rs  to ©enters to 

cultivate a better working relationship between d is tr ic t  

o ffice s and relocation center s ta ffs  was ooeaslonaHy 

done, (fhe results ware good, ©specially for the sisaller 

o ffic e s , because of the tendency of &i?ea8 to be thought 

of in terms of sueh e l ties as Cleveland, Chicago^ and 

Hew York* ^xe Relocation o ffice rs  In thd eenteps needed 

knowledge of d is tr ic t  s ta ff  laeiDbers to do a good job of 

educating oenter residents to outside eisployssant possi­

b il it ie s  • Uh© writer w&s sissigned to !Pul鲁  I«ak© In 

Ju ly , 1943 and to Heart Moimtaln in Apr 11^ 1945. The 

results were among tbe most heartening of a l l  work accom­

plished In thirty-two months of serrloe*

But one ease o f d lse r lis in a tio n  was reported In 

Columbus* Terry Xemoto was employed by A. Gtuadersheiiaor, 

Hamger of the Fashion OXothlzxg Company• Sh© went to 

work in  料 le a lte r a t io n  department and enoountered p re ju d ic e • 

Tb® manager o f th© department, a middle-aged woioan9 asked 

fo r  her rem oval, but Gundersheiroep refused* He interview ed 

Terry and assured h»v he would support her a g a in st any 

mov❹ to fo rce  her out* Th© situation ^ however, was uncom­

fo rta b le  ard Terry v o lu n ta r ily  resigned* S evera l months 

lat© r# the woman who had caused her re s ig n a tio n  came to 

ber and apologized fa r  her actions#
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Other departaient s to r e s  d id  not accep t Jap a iid se * 

Asserlean a p p l ic a t io n s . Public r e la t io n s  work was conducted 

w ith the F* & R* Lazarus Compajay, and while the ISanager 

of Employment was fa v o ra b le , he c le a re d  fo r  p o lic y  b e fo re  

making a d e c is io n  w ith o f f i c i a l s  h igh er up . Tb® 

d ir e c t in g  heads o f  th© o rg an iza tio n  decided a g a in s t  co­

o p eration  w ith the War H olocation  A u th o rity .

Jjabor tanions d id  not p lay  & conspicuous p a r t  In  

re se ttle i^ e n t work In  C en tral Ohio* Th© az*ea i s  not 

h igh ly  unionized and the WRA d id  not run in to  lafeor 

r e s is ta n c e  in  p la n ts  where Japam se-A m srleans were employed# 

Xn a l l  c a se s  where managenmit opened un ion lz ❹ d p la n ts  to

r ::r:.
tba program* A conferenc© w ith George DeNucclf 0 .I .0 #  

R egional D iree to r In  X945f swung h is  In fluence and

support to  the program• Ted S llv e y , S e c re ta ry  o f the Ohio 

0 #I . 0 * , In a conference w ith C&rl L* S p lo e r9 looked upon 

the rese ttle is& n t a s  a ch allen ge to  the p ro g i^ ss lv e  le a d e r ­

sh ip  In lab o r and esipliasized h is  l^ e lie fs  by employing 

A lloe TakeuGhl a s  o f f ic e  se c re ta ry  to  the S ta te  C»X•0•  

o f f i c e •

fhe Axo^rlean F ed eration  o f Labor was p a s s iv e ly  

in te re s te d  in  Japanese-Aiaerlean r e lo c a t io n  but d id  not 

respond to  re q u e sts  fo r  a c t iv e  endorsement o f  the p rogra»«
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EMPLOYMENT

Coiapa^ Male Female Typ© of Work

American Education Press 1 X C la ric a lf
A rtist*

Buckeye Parking Corporation 1 m Laborer

Allis-Chalasers Mfg. Co* X Secretarial

Golumbus Consumers Co-op 1 0 Managerial

Columbus Coated Fabric mm 2 Labor# Bachine

American Friends Service Gom* 寿 2 Secretarial^  
Ole r le a l

Arlington Beauty Shop _ 2 Beautician

Adjutant General, Depot 2 Labor

Baker Art Gallery 1 mm Photographer

American Bloi^er Corporation X 0 Labor

C hildrens Hospital 0 2 Laboratory 
Technic Ians

DeSantis Bros. Nursery s 0 Hose growers

Duchess Beauty Salon 0 2 Beautician

David D&vej Meat Packing 1 0 Labor

Firestone K©tread Shop 1 0 Tire builder

Felb®r B iscuit 0〇• 5 4 Machinists 
Oven helpers

CoXuisbus P la stlc sf Xno« 0 2 Labor

Family & Children* s gureau 0 1 Secretary

Franklin Life Insurance 0〇• 0 1 Secretary

Gilbert Shoe 0〇• 0 1 C lB rlcal

International Stacey Oorp* 1 0 Truckar

War Food Administration 0 X Seeretarlal

Goodrich Tire Company 1 0 R©capper
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Company Male Pexnal© Type of Work

Indlanola Methodist Church 0 1 Secretarial

Hatlonal Carloading Corpn* 2 0 Loader, Gheekey

Gi*ant Hospital 0 1 Kurse

Xiatheran Book Ooncerm 0 X C le rica l

Tucker Orchid Hursery 4 4 Sursery work

Olentangy Village 2 0 歡  intenanee

Ohio State University 5 2 Agronomy,
Lllarary,
Secretarial

Ohio State University Y.M*C.A# 0 2 Secretarial

Central 0 2 Secretarial

Franklin University 1 0 Instructor

Capital University 0 1 Laboratory Asst

S c h lfff8 Shoe 0〇• 0 1 C le rical

y .w*c »a . 0 2 Switchboard,
Instructor*

Hessbrandt Studios 0 1 Retoucher

George Gibson 2 0 Bean sprout 
culture

Penn. H.H. Freight X 0 Freight Handler

Weinman Pump 0〇• l 7 Secretarial,
roaohlnlsts

0 • ! •0 •  State Ooimcll 0 1 Secretarial

Ohio Council of Churches 0 X Seeretarlal

War Relocation Atifchority 0 a Secretarial

War Ifeinpower Ooirnnlsslon 0 i Secretarial
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Goispany Male Female

11011g* 8 Book Store 1 1

Udnrdckis H6st&urant 1 0

Z s a l j  R estauran t 0 1

McOluz^ H e sb ltt  Motor 0〇• 2 0

Southern H otel 1 0

Brown Dry Cleaning 1 0

Lang1 s Jirj Cljdaziiiig 1 0

Fashion C loth ing Co« 0 1

U»S« B ept* o f  A gricu ltu re X 1

Dome s t i e s  f s in g le  azid 
couples 15 46

Type o f Work

C le r ic a l

C le r ic a l

C le r ic a l

Meclmnlct

Kitchen h e lp er

P re sse r

S p o tte r

3>re88 a l t e r e r

Economics 9 
Cl^rioaX

Housework, 
gard en ersf 
chauffem *s
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Farm S stp loynent

The C e n tra l Ohio d i s t r i c t  d id  n o t p rove a su cce ss - 

a rea  f o r  th e  developm ent o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  o p p o r tu n it ie s *  

In fo rm a t io n  p u b lis h e d  in  fa rm  jo u rn a ls  and a g r i c u l t u r a l

H e n ry ), and d i r e c t  c o n ta c ts  w h ich  were made w i th  the  County 

A g r ic u l t u r a l  A gents were th e  p r ln e lp & l  Biethods used to  

in t e r e s t  fa n n e rs  I n  th e  employroent o f  Japanese Am erican 

la b o r  * E v e re t t  I^ k a n  and C a r l S p ic e r  roade nuissrous c a l ls  

on fa rm  le a d e rs  and ta lk e d  b e fo re  many m eetings In  r u r a l  

co m m u n itie s , Th© WRA o f f ic e  fo llo w e d  up e v e ry  p ro m is in g  

le a d  and mad© p e r io d ic  t r i p s  In to  th e  f i e l d  to  t a l k  w i th  

fa rm e rs • A l im i t e d  number o f  o p p o r tu n it ie s  were d e ve lo p e d . 

The sum r e s u l ts  o f  ou r la b o rs  was th e  p lacem ent o f  f i v e  

fa m i l ie s  In  the  d i s t r i c t *  M ickey P u ru ta  was em ployed by 

Cone Howard9 U n ion C ounty* Ed Tak&hashl lo c a te d  I n  

Delaware C o\m ty* M ino r K obyash l acce p te d  a share p rop o ­

s i t i o n  I n  L ic k in g  Countyf and fo ia r M is e l y o u th  were 

employed on fa rm s near Newark, G re e n v il le  9 and Wooster*^* 

Some good o f fe r s  were deve loped  by  E v o ie t t  Dakan 

In  1943 tra t the  wag©鏖, w h ic li n e ve r exceeded 50〆 p e r h o u r, 

d id  n o t a t t r a o t  r e s e t t lo r s *  The demand f o r  sea so n a l

1既 ds  f ig u r e  does n o t in c lu d e  fo u r  fa m ll ie  s who were 
p la ce d  on the  e s ta te  o f  Mrs* 0*M« Tackep^ owner o f  
th e  Tucker N ^ irsd rie s *  E v e re t t  Dakan and P ro fe s s o r Lowry 
o f  the  H o r t lc u l t t i r e  A p a r tm e n t o f  Ohio S ta te  I t o lv e r s i t y  
isade these  p lacem ents p o s s ib le *
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冒ork©rs irhlcii bad been fav o rab le  in  Michigan d id  mot

B ja te r ia l iz e  I n  Ohio u n t i l  March 1945* By th a t  tinse 

tb© s h o r t  feeria l®av© ha€l been a b o lis h e d *

The low  wages, g e n e ra lly  poor h o u s in g , u n fa v o ra b le  

c lim a te  f o r  fo rm e r West Coast fa rm e rs , o n e -c ro p  season, 

and In e xp e rie n ce  o f  evacuees i n  d ry  fa rro ln g  were d is ­

ad va n tag e s . R u ra l i s o la t io n  was a n o th e r * Economic fe a r  

o f  c o m p e t it io n  by  th e  r e s id e n t  fa rm e rs  and p re ju d ic e  

in g ra in e d  fpora lo n g  in d o c t r in a t io n  o f  m is iG ad3111g in f o r _  

m a tlon  a b o u t o u r Japanese-Am erican p o p u la t io n  wer»e 

o th e r  u n fa v o ra b le  fa c to r s *  The war added to  th e  d i f -  

f i c u l t i e s  o f  b re a k in g  down th e  r e s is t in g  b a r r ie r s  o f  

rural cons©rvatJisia*

The r e p o r t  o f  E v e re t t  L# Dakan ta ke s  in t o  c o n s ld e ra -  

t io n  tho  ©xp©i*i6nc©s i n  WRA w ork w ith  th e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

oo im nun ltles* (Soo a tta o b e d * )

Pam phlets on M ich ig a n  and Ohio Farm ing were w r i t t e n  

by C a r l L* S p ic e r  i n  c o -o p e ra t io n  w i th  th e  WRA Area 

R epo rts  O f f ic e r#



BUSINESS ESTABLISHMENT

C e n tra l Ohio d id  not; produce any s u c c e s s fu l b u s in e ss  

v e n tu re s • One p a r tn e rs h ip  was o p e ra te d  by Seorg© G ibson , 

a Columbus b u s in e ss  man, and George K a k iu c h i,  a r e s e t t le p  

fro m  Rohwep* I t  was a s m a ll bus in e ss  -  b e a n -s p ro u t 

c u ltu re  -  and was conductad s u c c e s s fu l ly  u n t i l  the  p a r tn e r ­

s h ip  was d is s o lv e d  because o f  a m isu n d e rs ta n d in g  between 

the  p a r tn e rs *  Evacuees fro m  P o s to il, Rohwer, C h icago , 

and New Y o rk  came to  CoXuxsbus to  su rvey  p o s s ib le  fa rm  

s i t e s ,  b u t a f t e r  in v e s t ig a t io n  i n  the  v i c i n i t y  o f  C e le ryせi l l © ,  

K enton , and W ooster (v e g e ta b le  c o u n try )  th e y  d e c ided  

a g a in s t  purchas© o r lease  o f  la n d *  One fa rm e r, Ed T a ka h a sh i, 

a p p lie d  f o r  a lo a n  th ro u g h  the  Delaware County Parin S e c u r ity  

A d m in is t r a t io n  but; h is  a p p l ic a t io n  d id  not; show adequate 

e a rn in g s  on th e  lo a d  in ve s tm e n t and he was asked to  su b m it 

a re v is e d  p la n • (There  was no q u e s tio n  o f  d is c r im in a t io n  

in v o lv e d * )

fh e  consnunity re s o w c e a  w h ich  were a v a i la b le  to  

o th e r  In te re s te d  persons who sough t a s s is ta n c e  in  b u s in e ss  

were open to  Japanese-A m ericans, The Golumbus Chambep o f  

Commerce# B e t te r  B us iness B u re a u ,L e g a l A id  C ounse l, p r iv a te  

b u s in e ss  and investjisent; b ro k e r日， and s ta te  and c i t y  o o t in s e l-  

in g  and in fo rm a t io n  bureaus were sources o f  b u s in e ss  d a ta  

and a d v is o ry  c o u n s e l*  Tin® F e d e ra l bureaus and a g e n c ie s , 

o f  c o u rs e , were v a lu a b le  p o in ts  o f  o o n ta o t f o r  p ro s p e c t iv e  

bus in e ss  men. Tom S a s ih a ra , C le ve la n d  Area o f f i c e ,  sp e n t
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two days i n  Columbus ( J u ly ,  1945) g a th e r in g  d a ta  on b u s i­

ness o p p o r tu n it ie s  and B io n ic lp a l9 s ta te ,  and fe d e r a l  

r e g u la to r y  agenc ies  f o r  l ic e n s in g ,  ta x ,  and r a t io n in g  

re g u la t io n s *  Mr. S a s ih a ra  was n o t o f  th© o p in io n  th a t  

Columbus o f fe re d  fa v o ra b le  b u s in e ss  o p p o r tu n it ie s  to  

r e s e t t le r s  e xce p t i n  a l im i t e d  a rea  -  m a in ly  r e s ta t ir a n t  

and p o s s ib ly  ve g e ta b le  grow ing#

A b u sin ess arrangenient was en tered  in to  b y  J *  A» 

W alker, a f r u i t  and v egetab le  farm or of Mt« Vernon, Ohio 

and Minor Kobayashi o f  Tule Lake Reloeatioxi Center in  

K ovem ber,1945* That co n tra c t s t ip u la te d  a f i f t y - f i f t y  

share on f r u i t  and v egetab le  prod uction . Advance c re d it  

fo r  seed and c u lt  lira t  Ion was guaranteed by th© owner#
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COMMUNITY ADJXJSTHENf '

The c u l t u r a l  h e r ita g e  o f  th e  Japanese-Am ericans was 

a m ix tu re  o f  the  o ld  w o r ld  and the  new. The K is e i  had 

advanced Iseyond the  t l ir e s h o ld  o f  new w o r ld  custom fi, b u t  

many o f  th© f i r s t  g e n e ra t io n  Japanese-Am ericans were c lo s e r  

to  the  c u ltu r e  o f  Japan* In te g r a t io n  i n  C a l i f o r n ia  had 

been s lo w , e s p e c ia l ly  i n  the cosanua lties where th e  Japanese 

s e tt lo ic o n ts  bad reinalxiad a cobes lvo  u n lt«  The d is p e rs a l 

and la t e r  re s e tt^ m a n t i n  M idw estern  co im m m ities o f  swa.ll 

numbers g ra d u a lly  in tro d u c e d  problem s o f  cosnnunity a d ju s t ­

ment* Th© need f o r  a s a t is f y in g  s o c ia l  e n v iron m e n t and 

• the  o r ie n ta t io n  to  the  s o c ia l  and b u s iness  e th ic s  o f

s tra n g e  conm iun ltles  was a p rob lem  common to  any n a t io n a l 

g rou p , b u t i t  was p a r t i c u la r l y  h a rd  f o r  th© Japanese- 

A m ericans, fa ce d  as th e y  were w ith  th e  problem s o f  g e t t in g  

acceptance in  oo肺 n m lt ie s  where l i t t l e  was known o f  t h e i r  

p a s t h is t o r y  and t r a d i t io n s  and where abnorm al e m o tio n a l 

p a t te rn s  had a r is e n  because o f  th e  w ar*

E a r ly  i n  the p rogram , the War R e lo c a t io n  A u th o r i t y  

z*ecognized th e  im po rtance  o f  In fo rm in g  le a d e rs  I n  s o c ia l ,  

b u s in e s s , la b o r ,  fa rm , e d u c a tio n a l^  z * e llg lo u s f  w e lfa re ,  

la ir  ©nforeeroenl;, and p ress  a reas o f  th e  Japanese-Am erican 

re s e t t le m e n t program * Thro tigh  these  e f f o r t s ,  to g e t l ie r  w i t h  

th a  e d u c a t io n a l program  o f  th© W ashington WRA and the  

exem p la ry  a t t i t u d e  o f  th e  r e s e t t le r s  th e m se lve s , a g re a t 

d e a l o f  i n f l u e n t i a l  com inunity s u p p o rt was b u i l t  up* The 

M idd le  W est, how ever, I n  the  b road  sweep o f  e ve n ts  showed
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A m ericans• I n  the  m e tro p o lita n  c e n te rs  th e  a d ju s tm e n t 

o f  re  s e t t le r s  was s i i r p r ls in g ly  good* Pe賣 in c id e n ts  

m arred th e  r o la t io n s h lp s  o f  th e  r e s e t t le r s  and t h e i r  c i t y  

n e ig h b o rs  and fe l lo w  w o rk e rs . S e t t l in g  down in t o  th e  

s o c ia l  l i f e  was a s lo w e r p ro ce ss*

0011811unit?y 狂d 扣 邮 n t  i n  O liio  was a id e d  "by

th e  f in e  c o -o p e ra t io n  o f  th e  r e s e t t le r s .  Some o f  the  

plon.d@rs among w©r© c a l le d  upon "by chupch88 and c i v i c

groups to  t e l l  th e  s to ry  o f  e v a c u a tio n  and r e lo c a t io n ,  

and a l l  th ro u g h  th e  p e r io d  1943-45 th e y  responded to  

in v i t a t io n s  to  speak o r  p a r t ic ip a te  i n  p u b lic  m eetinge*

Xu 0 0 1uia3l^ i8 a lo n © , mot11 ❼ th a n  f o r t y  t a lk s  "by Tom

Okawara, Y osh lye  O gata, Mary Ishakaw a, D r* George K id o ,

E lk o  Y o s h lh a s h i, and Efeize 〇8hlE3a« These ta lk s  were sup­

p lem ented "by m eetings and ta lk s  by WRA s t a f f  isoinbeps and 

mesibers o f  the  R e s e ttle m e n t C om m ittee. Helen G e rb a rd t 

ta lk e d  b e fo re  a»ny wom ens c lu b s  and ch u rch  groups I n  

Golumbus 9 Lancs-stjoi^j C ir c lo v lX lO f  and CanaX Vi/inch.0 stJ#i?*

The f i lm ,  nA C ha llenge  to  D e m o c ra cy / was shown 

tjo fo r©  lai*g® audl@no©s i n  th® CoXusibus X»M*C*A»#

O hio S ta te  U n iv e r s i t y ,  th e  sch o o ls  o f  P e rry  C oun ty , and 

tb,© in t io p —r a c ia l  c o u n c i l  o f  2»an©svlll© * A public-»r© la1#lon® 

w&s t)© ing pX&iin.0d to  show t#li5.s docu.1n011tJ8.py f i3 jB  

i n  ot1i©r towns and c i t i e s  when th e  governm ent announced 

th e  c lo s in g  o f  WRA o f f ic e s  i n  Columbus and C in c in n a t i#
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Tli© &<1 jus tiD6zi1r ot «r&psm986—A^9Plc&n youtli in tbd 

sch o o ls  and c o lle g e s  was r a p id *  N o rth  H ig h , B e x le y , 

G randview , A q u in a s , and U n iv e r s i t y  H igh Schoo ls  I n  

ColumbuB e n ro l le d  N is e i yo u th  w ith o u t  q u e s tio n *  George 

H lnoke o f  the  U n iv e r s i t y  H igh Schoo l e s ta b lis h e d  la s t in g  

f r ie n d s  i n  the  c la ss ro om  and on the  a t h le t i c  f ie ld #  John 

N is h l# B e x le y  H ig h , and Jimmie Osuga o f  A qu inaa , made 

good re c o rd s  i n  c la s s  and e x tra _ < m rr ic u ；lap  a c t i v i t i e s *  

C h ild re n  I n  d lesadntary sch o o ls  d id  n o t ©ncount©r p re ju d lc o  -• 

on th e  c o n tra ry  th e y  were re c e iv e d  w i th  warm f r ie n d l in e s s  

by  th e  te a ch e rs  and s tu d e n ts • R u ra l sch o o ls  were no excep­

t io n #  O fte n tim e s  th e y  beeame the  s u b je c t  o f  to o  much 

a t t e n t io n ， The boys and g i r l s  o f  s c h o o l age had few  

problem s o f  a d ju s tm e n t i n  t h e i r  sch o o l e n v iron m e n t o th e r 

th a n  those  common to  a l l  y o u th *

Th6 N is e i who were employed found  t h e i r  s o c ia l  

I l f ©  more c ip cu iu a c rlb e d *  The chwrchas and th e  Y .W .C .A . 

to o k  a s p e c ia l in t e r e s t  I n  these young p e o p le • The 

U n ita r ia n  Chtiroh^ th e  F r ie n d s  N o rth  End 2 ^ e t ln g f the  

Broadway M e th o d is t C hurch, the  T e n th  Avenue B a p t is t  

C hurch, and W esfem lnieter P o m id a tlo n  (O h io  S ta te  U n iv e r ­

s i t y )  gave p a r t ie s ^  young peop les* m e e tin g s , and r e l ig io ix s  

cerem onies i n  w h ich  H ls e l p a r t ic lp a to d *

Thd IT •谀 was th e  c e n t❺r  o:f platuxedi p ro g ra咖  

f o r  the  a d ju s tm e n t and in te g r a t io n  o f  p e s e t t le r s *  I n  

1943 the  H is e i g i r l s  who were em ployed in  dom estic  and 

o f f ic e  w ork  were in v i t e d  in to  th e  G ir ls  B usiness C lu b .
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I n  the  saise ye a r a s p e c ia l c la s s  o f  K ls e i  was organlssed 

to  s tu d y  speech. M eetings o f  th e  I s s e l  and 111861 in  

Columbus were h e ld  i n  the  nT 9 i n  Deceisbep 1944# J u ly  

and December, 1945* These xoeetlngs b ro u g h t th e  r e s e t t le r s  

to g e th e r  f o r  a t a l k  by the  n a t io n a l d i r e c to r ,  and f o r  

i?eerea tionaX  and s o c ia l  d iv e r s io n .  The th e a t re ， m us ic9 

le c tu r e s ,  and s p o rts  programs o f  th e  c i t y  wex»e e n jo ye d  

b y  the  N is e i .  I n f o r m l  g a th e r in g s  a t  I n te r n a t io n a l  House 

and a t  th e  homes o f  r e s e t t le r s # f r ie n d # ,  and h e lg h b o rs  

h e lp e d  in  a d ju s tm e n t*

Torn Okawara, & v o lu n ta ry  i * e s e t t le r  fro m  F re sn o , 

C a l i f o r n ia ,  was a v a lu a b le  a id  in  c o - o r d in a t in g  a f f a i r s  

o f  the  18861 and K Is e l w i th  the  Oaueaslon ch u rch e s9 c i v i c  

g ro u p s , and b u s in e ss  men* Be was an accep ted  le a d e r and 

h is  home was a Mecca f o r  th e  Calumbus r e s e t t l e r s • H3 gave 

couiasel i n  b u s in e ss  and h e lp e d  to  f in d  homes f o r  newcomers 

in to  th e  eonnnunlty* Bs spoke f o r  th e  s e t t le r s  b e fo re  

I n t e r - r a c ia l  groups and in  churches# F o r a tl33ie he was 

connected w ith  F r a n k l in  U n iv e r s i t y  and advanced

th e  eatiB© o f  Japan©s©_Amei*icans th ro u g h  h is  a s s o c ia t io n  

w i th  downtown c i v i c  le a d e rs *

The fo l lo w in g  l e t t e r  I s  quoted as g iv in g  Im p re ss io n s  

o f  an evacuee a b o u t re s e tt le m e n t w h ich  a re  i l l u s t r a t i v e  o f  

phases o f  cosssun lty  a d ju s tm e n ts

There a re  f i f t y  evacuees f a s t  becoming lo y a l  
Columbusans• W© boarded t r a in s  back to  Am erica 
le s s  th a n  f iv e  months ago w ith  an audacious 
f r o n t ,  q iia k in g  h e a r t  and stomach squeamish w ith  
fe a r *  As the  wheels o f  th® t r a i n  c lip p e d  th e
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m ile s  away fro m  th© r e lo c a t io n  c e n te rs ,  the  
w a l l  o f  s e lf-c o n s c io u s n e s s  and in d ig n a t io n  
d im in is h e d  and orum bldd away. E ve ry  g e s tu re  
o f  c o n s id e ra t io n  on o u r p a r t  b ro u g h t fa v o r ­
a b le  responses fro s i o th e rs  on th© t r a in *  To 
them we were f i r s t  a f e l lo w  t r a v e le r  s h a r in g  
as b e s t we c o u ld  th© in s u f fe r a b le  t r a v e l in g  
c o n d it io n s  o f  a n a t io n  a t  w ar*

I f  w© were a b i t  d i f f e r e n t  i n  appearance# 
so isach to  o u r c r e d i t  -  I t  made us I n t e r e s t ­
in g .  me,wth e y  s a id  a f t e r  th e y  had
been to ld  w hat w© had l e f t  b e h in d *  G in g e r ly  
w© to ld  o f  l i f e  i n  camp, c i t i n g  the  In s ta n c e s  
o f  ad justnaent w h ich  had r a th e r  amazed us a t  
fip st*  • • •

W© didn*%  have to  s c ra tc h  deep under 
/^Jol\i3Hbu¥7 s o o t-c o a te d  e x te r io r  to  f in d  
T h a t th e re  wei^e th in g s  and peop le  i n  Coliuobus 
th a t  warmed t h is  evacuee*s h e a r t*  Ism ied ia te  
a s s o c ia te s  d id  t h a i r  d a m d e s t to  expose us 
to  th© b e s t th a t  th e  c i t y  had to  o f f e r *

Newspapers have ta ke n  a v a ry  l i b e r a l  and 
open-m inded s tand  h e re *  Some v e ry  good 
e d i t o r ia ls  have been p u b lis h e d , as have been 
s e v e ra l fe a tu re  s t o r ie s ,  w i th  c u ts *

Wo have now passed fro m  th© to x a r is t  in t o  
a r©sid le irb s ta g e * We shax^e an apa rtm en t w i t h  
th re e  o th e r  g i r l s *  W artlma c o n d it io n s  have 
u p ro o te d  them from  t h e i r  no rm a l h a im ts , so# 
we f in d ,  we have much in  common# Freda Is  a 
g i r l  fro m  O klahom a B e t ty ,  a b lo n d  G eorg ian  
who shares q u a rte rs  w i th  h e r t  re m in is c e s  o f  
G eorg ia ju s t  as we do o f  p re -w a r O a l i f o r n ia .
W© know now, b e t t e r  th a n  w© e v e r d id  b e fo re  
i n  ou r l i v e 8# th a t  we b e lo n g  • • • to  a 
w o rk -d -d a y  w o r ld  f u l l  o f  average people 
c o n t r ib u t in g  and s h a r in g  in  the  b e n e f i t s ,  
as w e l l  as th e  s a c r i f ic e s ,  demanded o f  e v e ry  
Am erican d to ring  the  w a r« l

The D iv is io n  o f  S o c ia l Adrainls t r a t io n  (D epartm en t

o f  S o c ia l W e lfa re ) and th e  co u n ty  w e lfa re  agenc ies

f a l l  1943* W r i t e r ^  name w ith h e ld  on re q u e s t*
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c o -o p e ra te d  w i t h  th e  WRA o f f i c e  in  a s s is t in g  in  f 迕m jlly  

w e lfa re  needs and e ioergencles a f t e r  r e lo c a t io n *  R obe rt 

C anary, A s s is ta n t  C h ie f o f  the  Ohio S ta te  W e lfa re  B oard , 

to o k  a very  c o n s id e ra te  a t t i t u d e  on th e  s u b je o t o f  r o s e t ­

t le m e n t a s s is ta n c e  • Beeause o f th e  s is a l l  r e s e t t l e r  popu­

la t io n  i n  ContraX  O hio th e  W e lfa re  D epartm ent was n o t 

c a l le d  upon in  many em ergencies* Otu? f i r s t  emergency 

was i n  1943 when P rank Fukuda re c e iv e d  B isd ica l a s s is ta n c e  

fro m  a Columbus p h y s ic ia n *  111 h e a lth  zsade I t  n ecessa ry  

f o r  Fukuda to  r e tu r n  to  the  r e lo c a t io n  c e n te r*  The 

D epartm ent o f  WeXfajro was astosd to  honor th e  d e b t, b u t 

du© to  the  re tro a o t iv ©  a c t io n ,  the  S o c ia l S e c u r ity  

B oa rd , W ash ing ton , r u le d  th a t  i t  c o u ld  n o t be p a id .  (T h is  

d e b t was c le a re d  by the  Columbtis r e s e t t le r s  by c o -o p e ra t iv e  

a c t io n *

I n  1944 the  M arion  C ounty W e lfa re  D epartiaen t 

a s s is te d  w ith  tla© b u rd a l expenses o f  M ild re d  Kak&uchif  

who had d ie d  o f  c o n ip llo a t lo n s  I n  a Qolumbus h o s p i ta l*

I n  1945 re s e tt le m e n t fu n d s  were g ra n te d  to  Georg©,

K a th le e n , and Hosle Ogura f o r  t r a n s p o r ta t io n  to  S a lt  Lake 

C i t y .  O tlie r  emergency funds were g ra n te d  to  fa m i l ie s  who 

were in  need o f  ta ropo ra ry  f in a n c ia l  a s s is ta n c e  i n  F r a n k l in  

C o u n ty . Delaware eounfcy approved a p la n  f o r  the lo n g - t im e  

a s s is ta n c e  o f  a member o f  Ed T a ka h a sh lf s f a s i i l y .

The F a m ily  and C h i ld r e n s  B tireau , a war c h e s t 

agency, was h e lp f u l  i n  c o u n s e lin g . Much use was mad© o f  

th© I^gaX  A id  C l i n i c $ lo c a te d  a t  Ohio S ts it6  U n iv e r s i ty *
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He s e t t ie r s  were r e fe r r e d  th e re  f o r  a d v ice  on le g a l  

n a t te rs  and f o r  r e f  © p ra l to  competent; la w y e rs *  He s e t t le r s  

who purchased homes a ls o  re c e iv e d  a s s is ta n c e  fro m  th e  

C l in ic *

Tb© ColU333tous C o u n c il f o r  Democracy, re p re s e n t in g  

1500 p ro m in e n t c i t iz e n s  fro m  a l l  n a t io n a l  and s o c ia l  

g rou p s , and w h ich  sponsors commanity p la n s  and programs 

f o r  b e t te r  r a c ia l  u n d e rs ta n d in g  and to le ra n c e ,  was a e t lv e  

on b e h a lf  o f  th e  r e a e t t le r s #  The P re s id e n t,  Hay R e in a p t, 

p e rs o n a lly  In v e s t ig a te d  on© case o f  p re ju d ic e  on Oak 

S t r e e t ,  where tb e  Fuglkawa fa m i ly  was th© o b je c t  o f  

th re a ts  b j  a f a n a t ic a l  woman* The in c id e n t  was q u ic k ly  

s e t t le d *  Charges o f  t m f a i r  p r a c t ic e s ,  o f  wage d is ­

c r im in a t io n ,  o r  p re ju d ic e  on the  p a r t  o f  employees o r  

em ployers can in  the  fu tu r e  be r e fe r r e d  to  th e  C o u n c il*

O the r agenc ies to  a s s is t  in  d i r e c t  co«>op@ration 

w i th  th e  WRA w ere：

Cominunlty Pimd o f  Columbus and F ra n k l in  County 
F r a n k l in  C ounty R e l ie f  A d m in is t r a t io n  
Am erican Red Cross 
Oolumbufi Board o f  Eduj a t lo n  
Th® p a re n t-T e a ch e rs  A s s o c ia t io n

I n  1944 and 1945 th e  Ohio W e lfa re  D epartm ent a l io t e d  

space to  th© War R e lo c a tio n  A u th o r i t y  f o r  a d is p la y  o f  

pho tographs and m t e r ia l s  a t  the  S ta te  zseetings h e ld  a t  

th e  D e s h lo p -W a llic k  H o te l*  I n  December, 1945f th6  S ta te  

P a re n t Teachers A s s o c ia t io n  In c lu d e d  the  d is p la y  a rra n g e d  

by th© WRA Area R eports  O fficse r i n  i t s  a r ra y  o f  i l l u s t r a t i v e  

m a te r ia l  a t  th e  zoeeting i n  tlxe D e s h ie r*
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HOUSING

^he average pe rson  n e ve r becanj© conac ious o f  the  

h o u s in g  sh o rta g e  u n t i l  the  ve te ra n s  began to  r e tu r n  and 

ra is e  t h e i r  v o ic e s  lo u d  enough f o r  Congress to  h e a r the  

ominous ru m b lin g s  in  com m unities everywhepe* The War 

R e lo c a t io n  A u th o r i t y  had t h i s  p rob lem  fro m  the  moment 

i t  opened i t s  d o o rs . Some com m unities were worse o f f  

th a n  o th e rs *  I n  O h io , Columbus, D ay ton , L is » ,  and 

M a s s il lo n  were the  H ost s e v e re ly  h i t  i n  fch© e a r ly  s tages 

o f the  war# L a te r  on , C in c in n a t i^  T o le d o , and C le ve la n d  

deve loped c r i t i c a l  h o u s in g  p rob lem s*

IJhe h is t o r y  o f  h o u s in g  f a l l s  in t o  two s ta g e s *  Th0 

f i r s t  stag® R epresents th e  p e r io d  fro m  A p r i l  1943 to  

J u ly  1944, when the  m a jo r i t y  o f  r e s e t t le r s  were s in g le  

nfen and women •  young peopi© who l e f t  th e  c e n te rs  and 

cazoa to  the  M idwest to  f in d  employment and naw homes.

The second s tage  saw an in c re a se  i n  fa m i ly  groups com ing 

to  jo in  o th e r  members i n  the  com m im ity o r e n t i r e  fa m i l ie s  

r e lo c a t in g  f o r  the f i r s t  t in i© • The l a t t e r  movement o f  

fa m i l ie s  ra is e d  more d i f f i c u l t  h o u s in g  p rob lem s, and i t  

c o in c id e d  w ith  the  t ig h te n in g  s i t u a t io n  i n  a l l  s e c t io n s  

o f  the  c o u n try .

H ousing f o r  s in g le  p e o p le , young men and woineii, 

neve r p re se n te d  to o  d i f f i c u l t  a p rob lem  to  th e  WEA in
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Golurabus* •Through n a t io n a l and lo c a l  agreem ents the  co ­

o p e ra t io n  o f  the  nY8 o rg a n iz a t io n s  was se cu re d . Tem porary 

l i v i n g  q u a rte rs  were o b ta in a b le  f o r  s in g le  p e rso n s , and 

unexpected  a r r iv a ls  oou ld  a lways f in d  o v e rn ig h t aocomaio- 

d a t io n s  in  on© o f  the  51 Yw h o te ls  o r  I n  one o f  the  many 

h o te ls  o f  tb© c i t y *

I n d u s t r ia l  and p ro fe s s io n a l jobs  d id  n o t a_tti»sict; a 

g re a t mueber o f  re  s e t t i e r s  to  Columbus. The wage sca le  

was low  and p a r t i c u la r ly  d is c o u ra g in g  when compared to  

the  wages p a id  In  c i t i e s  l i k e  C le v e la n d , C h icago , D e t r o i t ,  

and T o le d o . D om estic employment ofT©r©d more e q u ita b le  

r e tu r n s ,  and q jt i te  a few  s in g le  g i r l s  found  employment 

I n  hoiaes wh©2*© h o u s in g  prob lc ias ware a u to ia a t lc a l ly  

so lv e d *  I s s e i  and N is e i coup les  w i t h  no c h i ld r e n  and 

those w ith  a s m a ll fa m i ly  v;er© f r e q u e n t ly  p la ce d  In  

1101aas where a co m b in a tio n  o f  do in e s tic  w ork and g a rd e n in g  

o r  c h a u f fe r in g  was w an ted . O fte n  tim es  such employment 

c a r r ie d  se p a ra te  l i v i n g  q u a rte rs  f o r  tb© fa m i ly *  

A p p ro x im a te ly  on© hundred and t h i r t y  o f  the  r e s e t t le r s  

who can© to  Coluiobus and C e n tra l 01110 fotuad h o u s in g  in  

c o im e c tio n  w ith  em ploys^ixt • Of t h is  m21313© r， tw enty-on©  

wero fa m i ly  g rou p s , c o m p ris in g  70 a d u lts  and c h ild r© ix f 

w h ile  60 were yoiang 139621 and women who l iv e d  w ith  t l i s l r  

em p loye r*

CoBjnnmity s u p p o rt was g ra d u a lly  b u i l t  up to  h e lp  

w i th  h o u s in g  problem s th a t  p re se n te d  emergency p ro b le m s .
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The most consistent service was centered in the Inter­

national House, a dormitorj for foreign students which 

was sponsored b j  the Ohio State University* Professor 

Robert Gerhard afid his w ife, Helen, were resident house­

father and ©other# They had returned to the States in  

1942 from Japan, wbsre they had been fop many years 

teachers in North Japan College, Interned at the begin­

ning of fche war they wei?e a^ong the la st refugees to 

secure passage on the Gripsholra. International House 

tinder the manageinent of Hr* and Mrs. Gerhard beeanse a 

warns and hospitable center for Nisei students and young 

couples In the University d istrict#  Nisei icale students, 

upon their a rriv a l in Columbis, were often wput uptt 

u n til permanent rooms could be found, and five of the 

boys secured permanent quarters at the House. The 

reside nee became on© of the gathering places in Columbus 

for JapauBs© Asjerlcan re se ttle rs* Inforinal parties 

and just v is itin g  and conversational groups helped im- 

BBasurably in the social orientation and integration  

of many N5.se i .

IThe 'srolxinteer services o f  local citizens was an 

extremely important factor in housing single persons for  

temporary periods. Dorothy and Charles Blackman, Maudle 

and Ralph Powell, Everett L* Dakan, Mrs. Carl Spicer,

Toro Okawara, John Nakagawa, Elko Yoshihashi, Mr. and BSrs. 

George Gibson, Howena Kessler, and Xoshly© Ogata were 

often host and hostess to young people who had not yet
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found permanent livin g  quarters.

A ll  the methods suggested by the ?*?aehington office -  

licmse-fco-hotise survey, ©rophaslzing employiDent In connection 

with housing needs, survey of suburban real-estate opera­

tors, ads in newspapers, letters to churches, service 

clube, and Individuals, caretaker jobs in apartment build­

ings, tagging th© raailinan and moving vans, and the like •  

a l l  these methods were tried with varying degrees of 

success. Th© telephone In the WEA o ffic e , the leg work 

of the Relocation o ffic e rs, the persistent e ffo rts of 

r^esettlers and friends of the Japanese Americans, secured 

p ractica lly  a l l  of the housing for resettlement*

National and local organizations, set up to a s s is t  

in housing problems, did not noticeably a ffe c t the 

nuiobers who wanted sh elter. The War Housing Authority 

and the Metropolitan Housing Agency were so licited  to 

help In securing housing for the fam ilies of Nisei 

soldiers and r© settlers• 0?hes© organizations, either 

because of depressing load or indifference, were unable 

to help*

fhe Columbus Metropolitan Housing Authority repre­

sented th© only government housing project in the c ity  

Permanent housing for 10w income groups was available in 

two centers, namely, Lincoln Park South and Riverside 

Homes Project*

After a great deal of public relations work with 

the Director of War Housing, City Hall, and Russell Taylor,
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Director of the Metropolitan Housing Authority, th© 

Relocation o ffice r was invited to confe? with the Adminis­

trative Coimcil of th© Metropolitan Housing Author 

The result was th© passing by oral vote of the Council 

of a resolution wbloh would permit three Japanese-American 

fam ilies to apply for housing units in the Riverside 

Hosies Project, located on West Rich Stx^et# Although the 

Relocation Officer protested th© lim itation by quota as 

being discriminatory and se lsctiv e , th© Council over­

rode th© protest and the resolution stood as passed* 

fam iliss were subsequently referred to tha Manager 

of the Riverside project, but some tech nicality always 

arose to keep the people fro ® becoming tenants*^

In F e b ru a ry ,1945, the Director of tilie War Housing 

Authority, John Blackford^ Inforoed the WHA office that 

housing turnover had fa lle n  fco l/2  of i 多 in tiio Columbus 

area and that under such conditions th© office could 

render no assistance to iimaigrant Japanese-Auer lean 

fam ilies* This o ffic e , which closed in April 1945, 

referred two vacancies to th© WRA office during its  

o ff ic ia l  existence.

Co-op houses in the Ohio State University d is tr ic t  

assisted three Nisei by taking them into membership*

Eassa Yam0130to9 a discharged veteran# and Paul Itaya,

1 May, 1945

2The Hlnoke and Puruta fam ilies* Both had sons op 
brothers in the U*S* Arwed Forces*
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Cincinnati, Ohio, becaice Co»op students at tbd Robhdald 

Co-op C e n te r ,1979 Iuka Avenue; and Hay ILitayaiaa of 

Indianapolis was taken into the Stadium Club, where 

cBals and room were secm'ed for |i90 a quarter ( three 

months•) Other Nisei students (g ir is )  applied for  

dormitory space in Canfield Hall and were accepted*

The d iffic u lt ie s  of finding housing for large family 

groups was soiuetimos overcocia by ro settler purchase of 

homes, Jimmie Humoto of Heart Hoimtain purchased a 

large double on Indianola Avenuo * Toss Okawara bough t & 

single frsrne near the University and when he relocated 

to the evacuated zone, sold to Tak Suiaeda, a serviceman 

who moored his family frois Poston, Air zona* Frank Iroshiroa, 

a Keebe and a serviceman, stationed at Fort Hayes, 

purchased a double on Laze lie  Street* Eaif of thi« 

double was converted into a Hostel in kuguat 1945* The 

North End Friends Meeting sponsored the Hostel and th© 

furnishing were supplied by domtlons and funds given 

for the purpose to tli© Relocation O fficersf Carl L«

Spicer and William M&ckey, Frosi Its  opening date,

August 2 5 , 1 9 4 5  to January X# 1946, the MosteX accom*

脈 肋  r s ， 一 — 一  16
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OTHER ACTIVITIES

Ohio S ta te  U n iv e r s i t y ,  Columbus, was one o f  o u r 

B ia jo r p rob lem s* I t  is  a la n d -g r ^ n t  c o l le g e ,  su p p o rte d  

by the  ta x -p a y e rs  o f  O h io . Wlaen e v a c u a tio n  was announced 

the  doors o f  th e  U n iv e r s i t y  were c lo s e d  to  H is e l c i t i z e n s • 

The a c t io n  was ta k e n  by the  P re s id e n t o f  the  U n iv e r s ity  

w ith  th e  a p p ro v a l o f  the  Committee o f  Deans o f  a l l  the  

c o lle g e s *  The reason  f o r  t h is  a c t io n ,  as to ld  to  E v e re t t  

r^ ikan  and N a t io n a l D ii? e c to r D i l lo n  M eyer, by the  P re s i­

d e n t, Howard Be v is ,  was based on the g o v e rn m e n ts  p o l ic y  

o f  e x c lu d in g  Japanese-Am ericans fro m  West Coast i n s t i t u ­

t io n s . ^  I t  was argued th a t  the  governm ent had imposed 

r e s t r ic t io n s  on these  peop le  and th e  U n iv e r s i ty  was f o l ­

lo w in g  the  p i*ecedent s e t by th e  fe d e r a l  governs ien t* fha  

U n iv e r s i t y  o f f i c i a l s  in d ic a te d  th a t  the  r e s t r i c t i v e  

p o l ic y  o f  t]pe U n iv e r s i t y  c o u ld  n o t be changed u n t i l  the 

govex*nment had l i f t e d  the  ban and c le a re d  the  Japanese- 

Am erican peop le *

The b e g in n in g  o f  the  w in te r  1943 saw th e  r i s in g  

I n te r e s t  o f  Japanese->Aiserican s tu d e n ts  i n  the  c e n te rs  

as expressed  l a  numbers o f boys and g i r l s  a p p ly in g  f o r  

a d m iss io n  to  in idw es te rn  u n iv e r s i t i e s ^  A p p lic a t io n s  were

^ E v e re t t  L . Dakan# p e rs o n a l n o te s *

^The ntnsber o f  a p p l ic a t io n s  re c e iv e d  a t  O hio S ta te  in  
1942-45 is  n o t known b u t v a r io u s  p ro fe s s o rs  have 
e s tim a te d  th e  t o t a l  to  have exceeded two hundred*
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sent to  tJlie r e g is t r a r  ai; Ohio S ta te  U n iv e r s i t y ;  I n  v iew  

o f  the  la c k  o f  p o s i t iv e  a c t io n ,  i t  i s  assumed th e y  d ie d  

th e r e • There is  no re c o rd  o f  evacuees h a v in g  been 

e n ro l le d  as s tu d e n ts  i n  the f a l l  o f  1942 and w in te r  

and s p r in g  q u a rte rs  o f  1943•

The o f f ic e  o f  the  War R e lo c a t io n  A u th o r i ty  was n o t 

n o t i f ie d  by c e n te r  遇HA sch o o l o f f i c i a l s  o r  re s id e n ts  

when the  s tu d e n ts  s e n t i n  t h e i r  a p p l ic a t io n s  f o r  e n r o l­

lm e n t*^  A l l  a tte m p ts  on the  p a r t  o f  R e lo c a t io n  o f f ic e r s  

to  secure any in fo r in a t io n  fro m  th© tJ n lv e r s i ty  Hegls t r a r  

o r  the  V ic e -F re s ld e n t ,  B land  F* S tra d le y ,  were f u t i l e .

I n  1944 R e lo c a t io n  o f f i c i a l s  c l a r i f i e d  t h is  s i t u a t io n  

to  sosje e x te n t by re q u e s t in g  s tu d e n t a d v is o rs  i n  th© 

r e lo c a t io n  c e n te rs  fco n o t i f y  the  WRA o f f ic e  when an 

a p p l ic a t io n  was made to  th e  U n iv e r s ity *  The lo c a l  WHA 

o f f ic e  i n  Coltunbus a ls o  e s ta b lis h e d  good r e la t io n s h ip s  

w ith  the  Japanese S tu d e n t R e lo c a tio n  C o u n c il in  P h i la ­

d e lp h ia  and b e n e f ite d  fro m  the  news n o te s  th a t  went In to  

th a t  c o m m itte e ^  m o n th ly  news i*e lease to  a l l  th© 

r e lo c a t io n  c e n te rs *  We were somewhat s u c c e s s fu l i n  prom ote 

in g  the  Idea th a t  th© e xp e rie n ce  o f  th© lo c a l  o f f i c e  

would be o f  a s s is ta n c e  in  p re s e n t in g  tb s  cr©dentils Is  o f  

th e  a p p l ic a n t  to  th e  X J n iv e rs ity  o f f i c i a l s .  We a ls o  

a d v ise d  s tu d e n ts  to  come p e rs o n a lly  to  Columbus to  r e g is ­

t e r ,  r a th e r  than  to  w r i te  to  th e  u n iv e r s i t y

$Th© non-evacua ted  Japanese-Am ericans and the  v o lu n ta ry  
evacuees seetsed to  g e t isor@ c o n s id e ra t io n  th a n  those 
who had been evacua ted  fro m  the  West C oast i n  the  s p r in g  
o f  1942,
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ness in  the  u n iv e r s i t y 's  p o l ic y • The r e s t r i c t i v e  measure 

d id  n o t b la n k © t a l l  KisejL s tu d e n ts *  k  Japanese-Am erican 

s tu d e n t was a d m itte d  i n  the  f a l l  o f  1942* T h is  s tu d e n t,  

£ n ld  Okawara, was acc❹pt；6<i i u  fch© School o f  S o c ia i 

A d in in is t r a t io n • E n id  was fro m  F re sn o , C a l i f o r n ia *  Ife r 

f a th e r ,  Tom Okawara, bad been a re co g n ise d  c r im in a l  la w ­

y e r  in  th a t  c i t y *  The fa m i ly  v o l t m t a r i l y  evacuated  fro m  

th e  Fresno a rea  and cain© to  Columbus so th a t  E n id  c o u ld  

c o n tin u e  h e r  e d u c a tio n *  They purchased a home on H © il 

Avenue and re s id e d  in  Columbus u n t i l  J u n e ,1 9 4 5 ,命 ©n the 

fa m i ly  re tu rn e d  to  Fresno# Kenny Okawara, & younger 

b ro th e r  o f  E n id , a tte n d e d  N o rth  H igh  S choo l and upon g rad u ­

a t io n  e n ro l le d  I n  Ohio S ta te  U n iv e r s i t y .  I n  1944 he was 

d ra f te d  in t o  the  Ariaed Forces and e n te re d  th e  p a ra tro p p  

branch of service*

Although Enid was admitted to the University, she 

was denied the privilege of taking laboratory courses. 

During 1944 sh.© worked part-time in tin© University Lil>rary* 

She was graduated in December,1944#

In the spring of 1944, the relocation office  in ter­

viewed Vic©-President Harvey H* Davis on two occasions, 

and Vice-President Bland Stradloy* The two o ffic ia ls  

h©X<3 to the University policy and would offer no easeroent 

of the University*s stand*

# In Mey, the Helocation Officer visited  a number of
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professors and instructors on the campus and sought to

get their assistance in forming a o〇imnitt$e to review

the question of admission with the President* Aroong the

people interviewed were Louis Raths, of th0 American

Federation of Teachers; Alan G riffin , President of the

Federation of Teachers and member of the Asierioan

Association of University Professors; and H araret W illis ,

Instructor In the University High School,

In June, a committee composed of Edgar pale, Louis

Raths, Margai*et W illis , and Befch Linbach met with the

President. Miss W illis writes of that meetiiigt

• • •  the meeting was illuminating but not p a rti­
cularly encouraging, I asked whether the 
did not represent an o ff ic ia l  govei*mnent clearance. 
The answer was that S,W© are investigating th a t.1*

Mr. Stradley told us that It  was the poliay of 
the University to admit Ma few Americans of 
Japanese ancestry1* and that he had admitted one 
the day before. H© would not give us any idea 
of the basis of selection*

I t  is isy personal opinion that reactionary forces 
have been applying pressui^e behind the s哿enes 「 
am? that the only way to counter i t  is by 
similar pressures, applied with discretion tout 
with 8 veiled but unmistakable firmness•每

Th© approach of the F a ll Quarter of 1944 found no

noticeable change in the attitude of the University o f f i -

c ia ls .  In August the Relocation Supervisor of the Gz*eat

Lakes Area visited the University and in the coinpany of

the Relocation O fficer interviewed Vlce-Pz*esid©nt8 Davis

4I^ tte r, Margaret W illis to Carl L. Spicer, June 1 , 1944*
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and S tra d le y ,  w i th  the  purpose o f  g e t t in g  a m o d if ic a t io n

o f  the  U n iv e r s i t y ^  p o l ic y .  D u rin g  the  in te r v ie w  b o th

D avis  and S tra d le y  s ta te d  th e  p o l ic y  o f  the  U n iv e r s i t y ,

w h ich  is  summed up In  Mr* R o b e rt C u llu m ^  l e t t e r  t o  the

o f f i c i a l s  on h is  r e tu r n  to  C leve lands

Mr# S p ic e r and I  b o th  were g la d  f o r  the  oppo r­
t u n i t y  to  d is c u s s  w ith  you and D r . S tra d le y  th© 
m a tte r  o f  a d m iss io n  o f  s tu d e n ts  o f  Japanese 
a n c e s try  to  Ohio S ta te  U n iv e r s i ty *  We a p p re c ia te  
yo u r fra n lm e ss  In  o u t l in in g  tb© p o s i t io n  o f  the  
U n iv e r s ity *  S ince t h is  m a tte r  may be d iscu sse d  
f u r t h e r  w i th  m i l i t a r y  a u th o r i t ie s  and w ith  the 
Hfer©ctox» o f  WRA# :  w ish  to  take  t h is  o p p o r tu n ity  
to  c o n f irm  th© p r lm r y  p o in ts  o f  ou r d is c u s s io n •

The co n s id e re d  p o l ic y  o f  Ohio S ta te  U n iv e r­
s i t y  o a l ls  f o r  a few  N is e i adm iss ions f o r  
th e  autumn te rm ; in  g e n e ra l,  i t  Is  to  l i m i t  
s e v e re ly  b u t n o t to  p r o h ib i t  m a t r ic u la t io n  
o f  s tu d e n ts  o f  Japanese anoes tpy*

Under no c ircu m s ta n ce s  w i l l  persons o f  
Japanese ancestx*y be p e rm it te d  to  a tte n d  
la b o ra to ry  co u rse s* T h is  w i l l  a p p ly  even 
though the  in d iv id u a l  i s  an Am erican 
c i t i z e n  who has been h o n o ra b ly  d is ch a rg e d  
fro m  fch© U n ite d  Stjsttes M il l t ia p y  Sey^jlce* 
R eference is  made to  Masaakl Yamamoto^ 
h o n o ra b ly  d is ch a rg e d  v e te ra n , who has 
been in  a tte n da n ce  a t  Ohio S ta te  d u r in g  
the  p a s t y e a r*

These p o l ic ie s  a re  based on two p r im a ry  
c o n s id e ra t io n s :  f i r s t ,  the  m t t e r  o f  
s e c u r i ty  f o r  p ro je c ts  o f  th e  armed fo rc e s  
fu n c t io n in g  on the Ohio S ta te  campus, 
and second, the  adopted a d m in is t r a t iv e  
p o l ic y  o f  th e  U n iv e r s i t y .

We in u tm l ly  agreed to  th© p r o p r ie ty  o f  re q u e s t-  
in g  an x*6view by th© P ro v o s t M a rs h a ll G e n e ra ls  
O ff ic e  o f  th e  p re s e n t need f o r  such r e s t r ic t io n s  
on y o u r campus. (C lea rance  by th e  P ro vo s t 
M r s h a l l  G e n e ra l*s  O ff ic e  i s  the  re c o g n iz e d  method 
o f  c le a ra n ce  o f  N is e i,  f o r  a l l  r e s t r ic t e d  educa­
t io n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  w he the r the  source o f  con­
ce rn  is  th© Army# 
s p e c ia l o r g a n iz a t i



The concern  o f  the  U n iv e r s i t y  w i t h  re g a rd  to  
a ttendance  o f  Japanese a n c e s try  goes beyond 
th a t  o f  the  PM&O; th® p o l ic y  o f  th e  U n iv e r s i t y  
to  l i m i t  N is e i © n ro llra e n t to  a few  Is  p r im a r i ly  
the  r e s u l t  o f  an a d m in is t r a t iv e  d e o ls io n *

The U n iv e r s i t y  Adm inls t r a t lo n  fe e ls  th a t  
Am ericans o f  Japanese a n c e s try  who want to  
e n r o l l  f o r  u n iv e r s i t y  c r e d i t  can secure  t h e i r  
e d u c a tio n  i n  o th e r  c o lle g e  o r u n iv e r s i t ie s  
i f  th e y  a re  n o t accep ted  f o r  e n ro llm e n t In  
Ohio S ta te ,  and co n se q u e n tly  no h a rd s h ip  Is  
p la ce d  upon N is e i d e s ir in g  h ig h e r  e d u c a tio n *

Please l e t  m© know a t  yo u r e a r l i e s t  conven ience 
i f  t h is  summary is  I n  any way in a c c u ra te  i n  th© 
s ta te m e n t o f  y o u r p o l ic ie s *

S in c e re ly  y o u rs ,

(S ig n e d ) R o b e rt !!• G ullum
R e lo c a tio n  S u p e rv is o r

There was no response to  t h is  l e t t e r *  On September 

1 1 , M asaakl Yaiaamoto, th e  d isch a rg e d  v e te ra n , re q u e s te d  

th© a s s is ta n c e  o f  th e  WEA o f f ic e  i n  g e t t in g  a r e la x a t io n  

o f  the  U n iv e r s i t y 1s p o l ic y  in  e x c lu d in g  Japanese- 

iUnericans fro m  la b o ra to r y  c la s s e s *  Masaakl was a ^ p re -  

raedic11 and u n le ss  h© c o u ld  secure th© necessa ry  re q u ire d  

c r e d i t  i n  la b o ra to r y  sc ie n ce  he w ould be xinable to  

e n r o l l  i n  tb© Sehool o f  Medic li36* I f  he t ra n s fe r re d  

to  a n o th e r s c h o o l he would have been p e n a liz e d  by th© 

lo s s  o f  c r e d i ts *

M asaakl*s ease was c a r r ie d  to  L ie u te n a n t C o lo n e l 

Duke a t  F o r t  Hayes, who was on th e  G overnor*s  Commission 

W hich worked w i th  Ohio S ta te  U n iv e r s i t y  on th© v o c a t io n a l 

t r a in in g  o f  d is c h a rg e d  v e te ra n s . L t .O o l,  Duke s a id  h»
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曹ouM present the case to the University, and on Septem­

ber 20 he called and informed the WRA o ffice  that Maaaakl 

would be admitted into laboratory classes; h© added that 

Bic©-President Stradley would make the arrangements*

Akiko Shiotani of Gila River was enrolled in the 

Autumn Quarter, a fter a committee of Interested profes­

sors, including H* Gordon Hullfish and Harold Alberfcy, 

had taken her case to th© President*

On September 8 , 1944, the Cleveland Regional Office 

Inf or nie d the Columbus d is tr ic t  office  Mthat th© War 

Department has removed requirement of PMGO clearance of 

persons of Japanese ancestry attending or employed by 

educational institutions important to the war effort*  

Students to be accepted at a l l  schools on same basis as 

any others• Ho further action w ill  be taken on cases 

pending* Consult army security o ffice r i f  question 

arises

This action of the War Department removed a l l  res­

triction s on Nisei youth* The information was transmitted 

to Bland L« Stradley on September 2 3 , 1944.

In Ja n u a ry ,1945, a definite liberalized attitude 

was beginning to develop in the University* Mr. Ronald 

B« Thompson, who had been appointed Registrar and Unlver- 

sity  Examiner, wrote to th© Columbus Relocation Office 

that the whole matter had been taken up with the University

^Teletype, September 8 , 1944*
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fa c u l t y ^  and th a t  th e  m e e tin g  was In te rp re te d  as a vo te  

o f  co n fid e n ce  i n  a more l i b e r a l  p o l ic y *  H@ f u r t h e r  

s ta te d  th a t  s e v e ra l s tu d e n ts  had been a d m itte d  f o r  the  

W in te r  Q uarte r*®

Since Ja n u a ry , 1945, the  R e g is t r a r  has co -o p e ra te d  

I n  e v e ry  p o s s ib le  way to  secure th e  e n ro llm e n t o f  

Japanese-Am erican sto iden ts I n  th© U n iv e r s i ty *  The en­

l ig h te n e d  and fa ir -m in d e d  a t t i t u d e  has a t t r a c te d  s tu d e n ts  

fro m  a l l  p a r ts  o f  the  c o u n try .^  A check o f  th e  e n r o l1 - 

mexit in  December, 1945, shows 20 N is e i s tu d e n ts  a t te n d in g  

the  A r ts ,  Conauerce, E n g in e e r in g , E d u c a tio n , I fe d ic a l,  

and A g r ic u l t u r a l  C o lle g e s  a t  th e  U n iv e r s ity *  Two have 

come fro m  H a w a ii, w h ile  o th e rs  have e n ro l le d  fro m  C le v e la n d , 

C in c in n a t i ,  Columbus, and A k ro n . Three have come fro m  

P oston  R e lo c a t io n  C e n te r, two a re  e n ro l le d  fro m  H e a rt 

M oun ta in , one fro m  G ila  R iv e r  R e lo c a t io n  C e n te r, and 

one froza M in idoka  R e lo c a t io n  C en te r^  th© l a t t e r  b e in g  

a t r a n s fe r  fro m  In d ia n a p o l is *  I n  December,1 9 4 5 ,

M iss Fumiko Y o s h ih a s h i became th e  f i r s t  H is e i to  be

employed by The Ohio S ta te  U n iv e r s i t y .8

^ L e t te r ,  Ronald B# Thompson to  C a r l S p ic e r ,  Jaxu 1 2 , 1945*

^B e fo re  com ing to  Ohio S ta te  t ln iv e r s i t y ,  R onald B* Thompson 
had been R e g is t ra r  a t  th e  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  Idaho* Bs had 
known many N is e i s tu d e n ts  in  th a t  U n iv e r s i t y ,  where th e  
011ro llm e n t  exceeded on© hundred#

®Mlss K o sh lh a sh i was a p p o in te d  an o f f ic e  s e c re ta ry  in  
th© D epartm ent o f  E d u c a tio n .



RESETrLEMENT COMMITTEE 
Columbus

Ur% R a lph  B e n n e tt 
F a m ily  and C h ild re n s  Bureau 
141 N o rth  F ro n t S tre e t 
Colum bus, O hio*

P ro f*  and M rs* C ha rles  Blackm an 
225 D unedin Road 
Colum bus, O h io .

M rs• V ir g in ia  B r it to n  
F ra n k lin  C ounty R e lie f  Adro* 

r  >209 S outh  H igh  S tre e t 
^  C o lu m n s , O h io .

R ev. Hoy A . B urkhard  
1556 Cambridge P lace 
Colum bus, O h io .

P ro f*  and M rs* E # L . Dakan^
108 E . Frambes Avenue 
Colurabus^ O h io .

Mr* Thomas H. E v e rh a rt 
S . E . S,

435 C le ve la n d  Avenue 
Colum bus, Ohio#

‘ て/ M iss Mary F ore 酿 el 
1454 H ig h la n d  Avenue 
Colum busf O h io*

Ic h ir o  P u ru ta  
81 West Frambes Avenue 
C oluxstusp Ohio*

P ro f, and M rs* R o b e rt G erhard 
111te rn a tio n a  1 House 
104 -* 1 5 th  Avenue 
Colum bus, O h io*

Mr* P au l I ta y a  
1979 lu k a  Avenue 
Colum bus, O h io .

Mr« O rv ille  Jones 
S ta te  C .I .O .
705 Hartman Theater B tilld lng 
Columbusf Ohio*

Miss Howena K e s s l e r s  
Adult Group Work, Y.W.C.A.
65 South Fourth S tre e t  
Columbus, Ohio*

Mr* John Kavanaugh
Am. Friends Serv ice  Cores*
12 Horth Third S tre e t  
Columbus, Ohio.

P ro f • and Mrs• Ralph Powell 
75 West Norwich Avenue 
Columbus, Ohio.

Mr# Wayns Putnam 
S ta te  S o c ia l  S e cu rity  Board 
Old P ost O ffice  B u ild in g  
Columbus, Ohio.

Miss Iren© R iley  
Executive S e c re ta ry , Y«W*C«A« 
65 South Fourth S tre e t  
Columbus, Ohio*

Mr. Lynn Rogrbaugh 
C ooperative R ecreation  
Delaware, Ohio,

Hev. F ran c is  R icker 
Columbus Council fo r  Democracy 
and F i r s t  U n itarian  Ch\r ch# 
1957 In d lan ola Avenue 
Colujabus, Ohio*

BSr. C arl Sm oker 
Ohio S ta te  WeIfare Board 
Oak and Ninth S tr e e t s  
Columbus, Ohio*

«  Vice-chairm an o f the Coimwittee 
C hairm n
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RESETTUSIIENT COMMITTEE 

OoI uisIdus

M iss ThelmR Schoonover 
F ra n k lin  U n iv e r s i ty  
40 West Ij〇ng S t r e e t  
Colum bus, O hio .

Mr* C a r l  L« S p ic e r  
War R e lo c a t io n  A u th o r ity  
1920 Summit S t r e e t  
Colusibue, O hio.

Mr* Ohaiop J ,  B toak os 
E x e c u tiv e  S e c r e t a r y ,  Y #M*C*A. 
40 West Long S t r e e t  
C o lu n b u s, O hio ,

Tony T akas h im  
250  £ a s t  L a rw e ll  S t r e e t  
W ooster, O hio*

Hev« D onald Timerman 
Columbus C o u n c il o f  Churches 
217 Y .M .C .A * B u ild in g  
40 West Long S t r e e t  
Colum bus# O hio*

M rs. E m ily  T in adey  
Ooluisbus C o u n c il f o r  Democracy 
9 E a s t  Long S t r e e t  
Colum bus, O hio,

Rev* W. Thompson 
Ohio C o u n c il o f  Chtff*cl®s 
63 S o u th  High S t r e e t  
Coluaibus,  O hio,

Mr. C e c i l  T hom s 
B*x6〇u t iv 6  S ecpstja ry 
Campus Y.M^G.A,
Ohio Union B u ild in g  
Ohio S t a t e  U n iv e r s i ty  
Columbus 10 , 〇h i o #

M a s  E ilco  Y o s h ih a s h i  
2614 ln d la .n o la  Avenu©
Colum bus, O hio.

M iss Pumiko Y o sh lh a sh i*
2614 XndlsinoXa Avenue 
Colum bus, Ohio*

«• S e c r e t a r y



Historio&l Sketoh

E* L* Dakaa 
Hov抑ibar 2 1 . 19ム5

Tho ^ar Hslooation Authority In Columbus # <%tio

<^iio in la te  lfeiroh# 1 ^ 3 * This aketoh w ill \m a personal aooount 

o f my ao tiv it l«8  and my personal opinions and reaotions from the 

opening of tho o t€ i〇0 u n til the saiddlo o f March In X9U4* W sub­

sequent oonnoetion with the A u t h o r a s  a consultant W(X3 u n til June, 

ifhen I again undertook aotivo assignment in ClevelaBd as 

Holooa^ion Off:1 0 0 fin a lly  terminating say oomwotion v ith  煎 A <m 

August 19145•

I t  ia  sy  intention in th is  report to  use oaae h isto rie s whorevvr 

possib le  to  i l lu s t r a te  ay points rather than to a t t e s t  to  follow a 

ohronologioaX ord«r o f events* Jho reader o f thie report should bear 

ia  mlad that uauaily oase h i的 orieg hav« the weakness o f thrfe

they ar« exoeptlo&al oaoes rather than l^rpioal* In soiae instatioes# th is  

iis bound to l?e true» but I sh a ll attempt to avoid i t  aa saieh as possib les 

Th« major pax*t o f th is  report w ill d «al with the public re lation s 

and attitu d es in  oentraX p&rtloularly Col\uiaft)us* As ©veryoiwi

assooiated with the organization a t that tisui know8f th« great question 

in  the minds o f the irorkers ims that o f o<am»ailty accaptanoe o f

evaou春翁s *  had bmm instruoted to  iirre8tdgiit_ thi> aoooptsmoo of



•vaoue^s in  ew ry oonenatity and almost in evory job within the o〇ttmualty# 

before the ^vaoueea were p «m itt«d  to re se t t le *  A further handicap in 

令hose begimting days was th«i policy l&JLd down for the R0!100atsion O fficers 

that our job ima to put the employer in contact iwith th© prosp»otivo 

ei^Xoyoes in  tho Center* Itooking baok on that polioy now# i t  seems 

that i t  oouId ne'iror h a e x i s t e d *  As I d icta te  th is stat^Bseut X am a 

l i t t l e  unoortain in my 01m mind that I m y not b« magining the thing*

baokfire<*«*a polloyf whioh to put i t  mlldlyt Xaokod oouragt and oert&inly 

lacked oonTiotlon* fo  ha 9wrm th is  statoiaont i s  to  use a torm r 001Xeg« 

t9rm0 >lllonday morning quartorbaoklng**1 I t  i s  easy to see defects tram. 

th is  distanoe*

Basse o f th« reasons idiy th is  polioy was foXXomS and 8«wa0d

find 〇ftn be iiiu 瀘 trated by* r醣 e:«5>eri®*ust>8 of th〇8® vex*y ®欲riy 

days* A few of those w ill be enusaeratod*

llr* J〇l$i Barrlngor9 ho&d o f the Feeds and F e r t il ise r  DiTision#

Ohio Departsietit o f Agrioulture# had m d« inquiry regarding the p o sa ib ility  

o f  ea^)losing a biologloaX chemist# a person nho had had experlttaoe in

::™:: ::〇: ::::rd ::::r
touch with the •v a o u e e ,i^ a  a t that t la a  in ona o f  the C enters 

Correspondenoa for th is i s  in  the m k l l l 〇s t 00 rnsaas and addrossos sur«

omitted h»re«



Jtx a short t ls »  after thl« letter was written, Oovemor John

Briokw% wot® 脚 七 ha*fe h® wantaa no laor籲 auoh rofarral#  to any 8*ba七.

dapartamt*

A oopy of the le tter from  Governor Brioker follows together with 

wy answer*

ST&fB OF OHIO 
OFFICE OP WE OOVERHOR 

COU7迪 诹

J019 W« BRIOKSR 
Governor

April
Fburt«enth#
19145•

Hr* i *  Xi« Oakan#
Eeloofttion O ffloer#
War Belooation Authority^
A. I .  Building 
Colusa[busf Ohio*

Ddar Ur» Dakant

Ufa do not mrnt any siore r»oosa»endation8 suoh as
th$ cm® ftbouii ishioh you wrote John W* Baringer, Chief
o f th« Division o f Plant Industry, <m A pril 5th* Please 
le t  mo know i f  you hav« iaad« any other #uoh reooiffi»ndations 
tso any d̂ par̂ aao011% ot sta to  goironia91111 0210〇•

Tours v©ry tru ly .

JWBtbh

(3 ) John W* Brioker



^ 0 0  A* I . Building 

Gk>1103bus. Ohio

April X6« 19^3

G o v e r n o r  J o h n  I f *  B i r i c k o r  

Stato of Ohio 
QoXiosbuŝ  Ohio

Dear dovemor Brioken

I am enolosing &X1 coommio&tions betvmen the liar 
Ralooation Authority office and state «i^}loyee«» A m>rd about 
these letters may help you understand thorn*

Letter A 8 在ddrossod to & rnuaber of people &ro 
iaterestod in ths problem disoussed in the letter* ?he f i r s t  
siAsa0 f Mr* Hay Wis«cianff is  employed In th® Department of Markets* 
^ iis  le tter i s  general in nature^ and does not reoomsaattd anyoiMi 
for a position*

le tter ^ addressed to Wilson Xshida suggests that he 
ha^e hi# brother talk to Dr* Joseph Oourley regarding a job of 
iBowing grass on tho o&mpus at tha O ix io  Experixaent Station* エ sun 
this looming writing & le tter to Dr* Qourley telling him. about 
your letter*

Letter C and D are duplicates^ in which I ask thesa 
won to le t ae know of any jobB &vailabl« for George S« Sldo*

0 is  tho material sent to Dr* DeLong &nd 
Br« Hauser referred to in C and D* Ur* Kido does not ask for
龜 st&ttt job*

le tter K the one about i^iioh you urote bio* PXe&so 
observe this i s  not a r&oommnd&tion^ It is  merely a reference*

X shall do ay v e ry  best to prevent ooscitmlo&tion b«twddii 
th# Heiooaticm Autihorilty cmd atsit9 osaployeoa*

I am very anxious to h&v# a talk with you about our 
program* 1 bar* askad your seorotary, lira* Honry9 to arrange a 
aweting at your oonvo&ionoo*

Very truly yours#

m )s g l

B. Xi. Pakam 
Holooation O fficer



An appointasnt was made with Qorarnor Brioker to diaouas ifith

him our program soon th® episode referred to above ooour^d* The

Oovornor, in  that saeotlzig9 nas outspoken and stated  i f  i t  w m  

possib le &nd the solution o f the J&pa⑽ sき probl棚  in  Aiaarioa wer參 leils 

up to him, he would send every JiapaReso bftok to Japan* When i t  was pointed

out that 80331•  tho⑽  people were bom 1 & th is country ha

recognised that th«re would be some diffioulty  In doporting them# but 

s t i l l  insisted that that ivould b© a h&ppy solution i f  i t  iw>re possible!

Some months later irtwin Mhr# Dillon l^or iraa in Coliuabus  ̂ 氣n

APP〇i ntB«mt was mad❹寶ith  the Governor• and togsthor w® wwirfe over with 

h i»  again tho program o f WA a t  th is  oonf&roneef he was le ss  oertain ,

I thick t of hiiuHiXf* Certainly loss outspokciiip and #iiX0 he gave no 

•noourag«B»nt, ho did give us th« iaqpreasion i t  was not hia intention 

to saak» any public statememt that would injur# our program*

I t  oighis b« reoaHed in th is oomwotioii thftt in ay f i r s t

Tiow with th» Oov«mor# bM mad« rolbrence to haying had di.nn.or ulth  a 

family to W ^stervillf^ MLo by the muaa o f Cltraaonts • 池 〇 had & 

housoboy* yoimg isan waited cm the t龜ble during th« meal and th .

00ve m 〇T mado r9f#i*9Ct〇9 to th« fear of the guosts during this ibumiI*

A further atatament on th is conneotion tvould be in teresting*

Th© young mxi In qitostioii m.s a graduate o f th« tftilversity o f C aliforn ia 

with & degree in  Engineering* I was InstruBMiiital in  getting him & Job 

in Dayton, Ohio• エ  hav« H01T0Z* y«>t had an opportunity to t e l l  th春 

Clejaants about th is incident# X am sure they would be hesitan t to be llow



l t # beoauQs they h a ^  since that tlios ^p loyed  other H isei and Xssoi* 

and would bo inoapablo o f understanding the attitude o f th eir guasts 

oa that oooasion* I  細 another v i s i t  to Gbvemor Brioker'a o ffioe  dur〇 

ing tho early  days in th# hope that I  might otsnvinoe h ia that there imr9 

o^rtain atato in stitu tio n s that would 'benefit from amploying teohsdoally 

trained ©vaouees* He promi8«<l a t  that tijse to hav« a zaeetlng o f  h is 

cabinet, put the questiont to th«m emd leave I t  to  七heir dooisio&f and that 

he would not in s is t  upon h is ovn attitu de being followed* 1 m s  not 

to th is  meeting* I t  would b# vary d if f ic u l t  for bd© to iiaaglno 

Qovarnor Bri<dc©r, s Cabinet at that tiioe taking any stand contrary to ^10 

knoim b e lie f and 8©ntiia«nt o f th® 〇k>v®afnor, who i t  must be rei〇0Biiberedf 

wae approaohing a ]l&tl〇mX eleoti.on# esp ec ia lly  a national nomioatiGOi in 

'which h is frien ds, to  say th© le a s t , were promoting h is  as a oandidat# 

for th© Hapublioan nomination for ?reeid0nt of tha XJniised S tates*

I  believa Oovarnor Brlokar denied during theso monthc that ho nas 

a nandidata* 瓦すeryono教 of. <sourso. understood th is ims due to bashfulne*8 

on h is p€irt and not a la  ok o f desire*

th© fin a l episode, so fa r  as our work m s ooncomdd0 in n«hioh tho 

Governor playad a part was a t  th« national meeting of Qo^rnora, whioh 

Has held a t  Oolumbus th« amaaer o f 19^3 * She po210y o f th© 007ernor* 霉 

baokers wa® that h« ivould b« th« host# non-partisan (withlji

the lim its o f sound Hepublioanism}j the re su lt  m s that Govomor Tkmfty, 

vho ims not playing the part of a shrinking v io le t# sto le  the show during 

th« #arly  days o f the C〇ni*<ir«xioe« Oovernor Warren of C aliforn ia, anothsr



oAndldat# (h« hopod)t s to l«  tha shov in th« le t te r  days o f tho Oonfttr«iiee* 

Th»s« two Btsn played up in  !Loo&l papers cuad papers *throu^ioi4t the

sta te *  The a llm x # so far as WRA was oonoemedt oasie 1^100 Oowrnor 

Warren land© hi# address b«for© tK« govertioro o f a l l  o f th# states#  fbm 

addm ss ims devoted to  a ju s t lf io a tio n  o f hla Administration in  emoimtiog 

the Japanose from the Host Coast# to the aoousatlons and Inelnuatlons 

th a t were ctt th& t timio ctnamm among Wsst Ooeist po lim oi&ns* Apparently 

the Oovornor was rid in g th« c re st o f the w aw ^that looked lik e  good 

p o lit io s *  Ifhat ho sa id f o f oour89t was ffont page headlines9 nowgpapor 

eopy# and mdc our program in Golui^ud imioh more d if f lo u lt *  I t  would not 

hav« boon oaa« had the sweting and th« sp9«oh# lo t us say0 ba<m mad* 

in  Kansas City or e70n In Chicago*

The AoisriaftQ leg ion  and Veterans o f Foreign 1Sarsf both hold 6t«kt« 

EMdtiogs in  CoXuabus e a rly  in  19243 as m s •xpeot«d# passed the usual 

rosolutlcm s opposing re loca tion* nawBpa|Mir aooounta gave summri9B

o f the reso lu tions and ono# mor9 our pub lic  re la tio n s  in  Colusibus iror« 

fkioed w ith  headlines. Aa f)&r as エ ]mow, no &otion mis taken by looaX 

leg ionnaires9 as suoh» or Logion Posts in  opposition to  our work*

恐10 influonoe o f  suoh opposition ia  蘑ubtlof insid ious

oMonot b« 2aeasur«4 » It influenoes th« thinking of the p«opl« without 

their knoiring i t *  It oaua.s th« «np3Loy»rs to question irt切 thor th® w»rk- 

su»n wuld &oo«pt tho Japans so as oo«^work»rsf and It arousas ousplolon

cuad in many oases oonflrms adt beliefs alre氟dy half〇1m>34 by th« uniafon〇)»d* 

The 從 11〇 State d iv e rs ity  rofusod to Admit 3tud«n1;a until Ibisao



Tanaaoto, a discharged veteran^ nadd applioationi And oven in  h is o&sef 

a ruling m a h#Id over h is head preventing him from taking any 8〇i«n〇« 

ooursoA or being admitted to any un ivorsil^  Iftboratorles* In tha beginning 

th is  ruling 9Tan applied to some of tho haraslass b io log ica l laboratories*

I t  swiazit that 9V9tx th is  0116 studant, & v»teraa# m s unable to tak« a 

oourse in  engineering*

▲ z*eporli submitted to th籲 FSaoulby Gounoil showed that ov«r 

^00 Jkmriom bom Japa&eso students ba.d appXl«d for admission to Ohio 

Stftta I3hiv«rsity during th« early  ^»&rs o f evaoiMitioii* エf  even a JPraotfioa 

o f these had been admitted^ i t  would have bowi a great is^etus to relooatioa 

in  Ooltoabas* Unlike tha University o f Mi〇higan# idiioh erapXoy»d aeveraX 

hundred and laade A t m  Arbor one o f the l i t t l e  Tok^oa o f tha 

Olio State University nas never w illin g  to eaploy any person o f <Jiapane«« 

anoestry* A  good IH iastration o f th is i s  tKe o&se history of Dr« 〇eorg« 

Kido*

3)r« Kido received his Ph« P* D»greo f^om the tihi^ersity o f 

CaXifom iai he ims giv^n an opportunity to work for the Soott Seed Compftî r 

o f Iiary0v l l l 0# (Kilo, a nationally  knoim d iatributor o f farm seeds and 

lawn s«eds» I t  was desire o f th is  oompaa r̂ to e stab lish  a fellowship a t  

Oliio State  % ir « r s i ty  in th# Departraont o f Agronoxay  ̂ and have Dr» Kido 

in oharga o f tha ras«aroh work, *rfiioh they proposed to pay fo r . This 

type o f rosoaroh i s  an accepted and maoh sought a fte r  a c t iv ity  of the Ohio 

State tb lT arsity * A apeolftl departssont has b«en established to handle i t *  

This dop&rtmoxxt i s  known as the Ohio State Hose&reh Foxmdation. I t  i «



head«d by Dr* A* R* OXpin. Dr# Olpin spent t ia e  in  Japan ia  hi# 

youth as ft aisslon&ry* He knew t»h» ilapuieto h&ztdg ttheir virtfu#*

and t^iolr ▼ !〇• • *  Bb nas obj^cfeiv® in  h is sywiMifehy And iaidaritftiidisig«

Th© Bepartsioat o f Agronoay i»a8 anxious to  hav» the pro ject established

&セ th着 Haiversitiy A&d ooopera'fc# wi1»h t〇B9 &s R*location O ffiocr, in 

presett'blng Dr. Kido*s oa«>, wafi o f *fch® Soo抗  Company to th#

University* to aak® a long #tory short, th« Dhivereity r©ftisad to allow 

th« pro ject to b« «8tabli8hed with Dr# Kido in  oharge*

Th* Pfe^idaiit of th» Ifeivaraity, howver, did giv« hia 00118^nt 

to allow 0r* Kido to use th» UniTorslty Library* Ha waa aot too sure 

啸 魏 1? w1b®# but? I  thiidc h^si'tatisd "to tak® a stand stioh

an otjfriously hftml^ss 0011oession*

Dr* Kido lived in  Colioabua for *«v »ra l months* He nas paid by th« 

Soott S«ed Con ĵany for doing lib rary  r « 0«ftroh. Ho na« sent <m a tour 

through th« East nhop© h» v is ite d  agriou ltural eo3Lleg«89 DuPent Reaearoh 

laboratory, and th« U« S . Depariaaont o f Agriculture. He la te r  moved to 

¥ k ty » r ill«0 Ohio, nhara h« conducted what I hftv» been told was a v#ry 

suooessf^il, r〇8«<troh projoet*

Hwouid "b# wrcscig to i®ply .他 aセ鼸 1 1 痛 靠 梅 • で  Dj*v Kido twhbIj
to  M arysville. fh i«  oaa« h istory cannot ba oo^)l6t« tharefor®, without 

a&ying that IforysTilld, th® «a a ll rural town northwiBt of Columbus,imt 

unhappy to hav® Dr* Kido and h is very charming wlfto monre into their a id » t 

At leasts <»• barbet1 xH»fU8«d to out George*•  hair# Q«orge refused to  1»lk 

About th« di®orittinfttion in  Harysvill®, but that i t  existed  i s  «rldonoed



from f&ot tsh致1: both &nd tho Seott Cooimiiy tftmincit籲d tho pro_

Jeo t in  oxmmetr o f  19^5* In sp ite  o f tha fl&vorabla re su lts  ivhioh he had 

sooured, and the syi^athy o f the soanageiaimt o f Soott CowpAtxy, i t  was

inpossible for hira to continue h is residenoe in  M arysville under idmt 

seeskod inoraaslngly h ostile  environment.

Today Dr« Kldo i s  &t thd lhadversity o f Wi800118in where ho i s  doing 

research for an in d u stria l oonoem* At the and o f a year, ho w ill mov»

to St* L〇uis» Kiohig&nf whore the ia&mt̂ aoturing ooncorn 1¢ loo&t瘳d* It

w ill be in tarestin g  to see i f  St* Louis, Miohigaa and the Ubiversity o f 

Wisconsin ascperionce turns out sim ilar to th» M arysrille -  Ohio State 

tln iv ersi^  esqperietioo* Dr. Kido and h is ar® not too sura About th« 

future*

This r a o ita l  o f  the oxperienoe a t  WLo State Univoraity m>uld be 

inoonplote without saying that others who 011de&vored to mploy Japanese 

Aioerlo龜ns mot ivith sim ilar refus&l on the part o f tho 龜dmlnistra/bioiu 

Like many ta le s  o f  woer howevert th is  one hfts a hftppy ending* The 

l&iiversity now aooepts H isei 8tud«nto without an in quisition * ^h«y hav« 

r«c«n tly  aoployod a secretary* During the past ywur參 there haa l3<wn a t 

le a s t  0229 efl^loyod la  the Groan house* fhe outlook arouad Ohio Stata 

Itoii'Vttraity for H isei i s ,  I should say, as good as any plaoe I kaom o f# 

now that the m r  i s  〇-7er# uid JfBk i s  going out o f exist<moe* ^h©r« ar« 

a lo t  o f faculty  who ar« to lerant and w illin g  to h«lp minority

groups regardless of th eir n&tion&lit卜

tho prlTato sohools o f 〇hio# tho denominfttio&al sohooXs# o f  vhioh



there ar« & great number  ̂ nera id th  one exception open to Ifisai students* 

This oxo«ptlon was Wittenberg a t  Sprin gfie ld , Ohio* I don't hav© oorr«-» 

sponds&oe bat«»e& a y se lf  and the president o f th is  oolX«ge# but i t  should 

b# inoludUid hare as an exaic^Xo o f unusual behavior on tho part of «  

ohuroh sohooX (i& ^ i ls  oas## a XAtther&n school} although X h&vo no reason 

to  b蕾SAeire ttuit d.nominat土cm of* Cfermn origin  七ook; &oti〇B beotmee o f

i t s  origin  rather than because o f the ooraiaunity o f the group o f i s d l *

Tiduals 1^0  oonstituto i t s  govorni&g board* So b#tt«r il lu s tra t io n  o f & 

dosumstr&tioa o f Christian princip les and a baokbona to stand by thes« 

primoiples oaa be found than stand tak«n by 8〇hool« staoh as Ohio 

WBsley&a, 0tt«rb«iii9 HoJLdelborg^ Oberlln, aad m&ny others* Looal oppositlcm 

by Axasrioan X*»gicm gi*0111>薷 and p a tr io ts  developed in 七he toimft <whero th«0# 

sohooXs were looated did not9 as far as X knowf iatlmldattf the admiiiis-
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iftiddXeimstttni people as any other group*

A Japanese boy was eX«ot«d president o f hia o lass a t  OborXin^ 

axid Qoorge Mamira has been elected president o f h is o lass a t  Ohio Utoaleyan* 

fho 着 o f  lctboz* unions in  Golumbus, Ohio baa b«en typ ioal*

fh» Axoerioati Federation of Utbor has b9«a neutral or non-oooperatlve* Ths 

C* X* 0• on the other hand, has #xpr〇8sed in terest righ t from the beginning* 

Mr* ted Silvn m s  oae o f  th« early  v is i to r s  fts was Mr* DsHuooiai they 

offor«d th eir help in o&se wo ran into dlsorim inatioa from any o f th « lr  

uaians &nd# more importftnt, they employed Alioo ^akeuohl as seor«tary*



fh i«  young lctdy ha. s:ino« mcnneMl to S&n IWixusittoo as tm oi1

San Franoisoo C» X* 〇•

I t  m s  not labor opposition nor mia i t  opposition on the p&rt of 

«npXoy«rfi idilch ascuict relooation d if f lo u lt  111 Coluabus* Hhi b iggest 

obstftole fron the beginning ims low wages, to illuatr&t® th is  point#

Ellen and X*ois Itanag& o&me to Columbus from a r«location  cmnter and ««r«  

•mploysd the D»Xb«r B lsou it Cos^&ny a t  %»k5 V r̂  hour* This was th®

刪 w whioh the Urm Rt tlunt time could pay for th« wrlc they wor« doing* 

fh a ir brother iwnt to Cleveland and wrb ©ployed by th« U-Drivo-It Coigjftny* 

la  order for the thr«« Itanagas to get together, th« brother oarae to 

Colunibug to investigate a job o ffer tha same company h© worked for in  

Cl«^«land# the U*DriT8-It Cois^iy. ?h© wage paid in Columbus waa $.20 

aa hour le ss  than tho wa@» paid for the sasM» work in Cleveland* In im sti. 

gatlcm shonod th at r«a t»  wer« ju a t a s high, th® liv in g  oostn in general 

1n»r• ホ捣 t  as high* Th» outoozm o f t ills  was that Bllen and IrOie mmt to 

CX«T<ilatid to l ir o  nith thoir brother* Thay went to work in a bakery 

a t  $»6〇 per hour doing e saan tia lly  tha scmui thing th«y wore doing in  

Columbus for #*145* You m y rapoat th ie «xperi«B〇e over and ov«r* Most 

fo lks nho oftno to Coluabus movod cm whom they sav tha img08* Most o f 

thosi iur7«:r oven c&sw to Ooluoibus bdc^uso 七ho job o ffe rs iserti fo r low i«&g0S*

So fa r  tiarativtt has not been a oh#«rfuX oimi* I t  has described 
the oloud and not the s ilv e r  lin in g* Ther« ims a * i lv « r  Hning—and i t  i «  

ay intontlon now to point I t  out* I was Invited eftrly to  address •. 

ragicmal oonv«ntion o f T* M* C. A »  «aor«tarl08* Th« T* 0• A *  made



i#o supply housing Tor tha young 0〇a oosiizig t;o CoX\Mbus« 

S#v»rai o f thorn lived in  the nYM during th «ir  en tire stay in tho c ity .

Its s t i l l  has ono reaidont who oftme hero early  in 19^3* ©1® Y# II* C# A*

a lso  laado an 9f t 〇Tt to employ a swiiaBiing teaoher# but wa w〇r« uimbl« to 

find a qualifiad  person for th is position .

The Columbus t *  W* C* A* i s ,  in ay opinion, the one outstanding 

organisation so fa r  a» i t s  e ffo r ts  to  help with relocation  ie  concerned*

fh©y hav® b«<m ❷8peoially heipf\*i during 1;h<i past year in fum iahing 致 

plaoe for roor®ation, a plaoe for raedtings* and a homa for g ir ls  -whenav r̂ 

rooms nerd air&iiabl»*

Oa» tha pro jects nhioh t»ho T« W* C# A* sponsorod was a c la ss

ia Public Speaking for Hisdi who wir* t>鐮ing by various churohes
aad orgftnisationa ■%〇 addruas thair ffiflKalwir霉hi|>» Thoy 3lat©r bob% out 歎
notiioa to 氤il euoh oi*gswtti2fttiioU8 thais 8；p«ak*»rs 胃 r© ■籲• In thli
vay# a great d«al o f good was aooomplished "by having th« fblkSn even i& 

surroundiag small towns #uoh as Plain City, oam in d irect contact with 

&t le a s t  〇!3A Japanoao Jysieriean*

Hiss Ogat&# a#or»tftry o f the WX offio® m s  th« most popular 

apeak<ir and actress#!! perhaps as many as twenty groups* Aiko %.shlt 

Biko Toehihaahi, L ily  Sa ito , Alice Tak«uohi# Enid Okiwara, and Georga 

Xido 11id other# w re  invit<id to  address grmaps i a  Contral Qtiio* A

ooBplflise ros'fcer o f  猓uoh was not fc镛p t, nor "was its r®pori;«d to t5h_ TRRA

offioe*

In th« early  spring o f l ^ k , 11188 Qga1»# Mr. Booth#, and myaelf



partiolpatod in  an in te r-rac ia l sweting h«ld a t  Antioch College* The 

outstaxsding panel o f the conference, in  f&ot9 m s  on« in  whioh Hr*

Booth# prosid^d and in which we partieipated-«»th<i subject b«ing nTh« 

problems o f Belocatlon and th« Japa21086 Amarioazis**1

Various individual ministers in Columbus and in oontr&X C3hio 

wore oooporative* I addressed the ministorial assoolation9 and groups 

from time to tissm , but the result as far as actual relocation im« con* 

oerned was disappointing* A dinner me held with the ministers of 

Columbus at tha T« W* C* A* early in our efforts at relocation and so 

far as I know r«suits from this isseti&g wero neg&tivo*

The Indi&nola Methodist Churoh la ta r  hired Mlml Asikuri as 

secretary* Dr* M orrill of the F lrat Congregational Church asked us to  

s9〇ur« a sooretary for him* fh is  e ffo r t  resulted  In A lice 9ak«uchi 

ccaaing from Rohwer to  aoo«pt the position# Before sh« arrived , how®v»r# 

the Bcxird o f Deacons rofused P r . r e q v w n s t *  As & result^ Alio« 

took a job with th# C# I# 0• Figure out where re lig ion  begins and ends 

from that oas« h istory i f  you can*

IVoa the standpoint o f farm r«Xoo&ti〇n# the e ffo r ts  in  <%xio were 

f r u it le s s *  Th« bast r6312I t s  secured in  th is connection wera from a 

o lrcu lar le t te r  s«nt to various groenhouse operators In the s ta te * fh i9 

le t te r  brought nany responses and rosultod in  rdsottlenumt throughout th« 

sta te *  ffo great number 199r« 6v籲r  ioc&ted in th is  f ：10 1<1 ia  Ohio duo 

largely  to  lack o f housing*

I  vmt iffith individuals and in groups large nwnbers o f farmers*

I  axi8imr«d questions about J&panese Amerioan8# th e ir tra«ioh0ry9 thoir



loyaltjy, th eir low standard o f liv in g , and an endless number o f others 

which had somehow filte re d  into the minds o f our rural population.

A ll such questions* o f course, could b« an811©r蠊d and individuals

oould be oon^inoed, but i t  was lik e  ^sowing dragons* tee th ,w vhoro om 

m s  k ille d # a thousand sprang up In i t s  pXaod* Hothing In th© whol®

JWL❼ id o f r»!10cation <3茂uses as rnioh fru stration  in  th is  redooation

o f f ic e r ^  l i f e  as th is  experience with farmers* Unlass i t  oould fee 

stated that th© same frustration  resulted from h is experience with th« 

Ohio State University# i^ioh should have lanoira b etterl

That i t  was possib le to change people*s minds can bast be U lu s *  

1;ratod by th© following oorrespondfmoe from Mr* Botkins, ■ whose hoja© is  

in Plain Gity* This oorresponddnoe roaulted from a oiroular le tte r  

whioh I  mailed out to a l l  greenhouse owners and operators in Ohio# It 

was what w© referrdd to In our inner o iro lss  a s th© wha'fc«lii*-handM 

letter#  A copy o f th is follows*



Bancroft lfbrti?y
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WAR RELOCATIOH AUTHCHm

TELEFSOirBt Ukin 668^

Mr* (Iroenhouse Uaxi 

Bear 8 ir t

What m>uXd you say i f  ft man rang your doorbell tosiorrow morning 
aiul asked for iforkt WonW you think th« iwir was ov©r， Tfould you 
lis te n  to h is story?

Here X stand a t  your door-«hat in hand* I want & job for to&n0 
whoa your government haa said  ar« wokn—help th«n find a hcano in  Ohio*

Shea® swm ar» now liv in g  as the gueats o f your Sf«R Jin th镄

ten Heloo&tioxi Gantora, mostly in Southwesセom 89〇tions o f the United 
S ta te s*

fhey TWittt to re-estab lish  themselves for the duration as useful 
o it isen s* Their reiaov&X from tha Baolfio Coast was dmemd advisable 
in th# days when Invasion was a likelihood* The saia© gorormoent that 
moved th«m i s  today f:111ding them new jobs cmd new horaea I

Fifteen thousand or more o f those m«n and woiaein have already 
b«im hired in «v«iry oonoeivabl© kind o f jolj—aa farmers^ iiurs®1718911• 
f l o r i s t s # saaohinists, aeoretaries, and nhat have you* they or® in 
Kanoas, 201m# Miohigati, Ohio and p rac tica lly  evsry other Mid-Wostem 
sta te *

There ar« a  nusaber o f exporienoed dESBSHQUS£ workman availab le*
We should llko to  havo you t e l l  us about your needs, about the liv in g  
conditions In your oonaaunlty^ about the aT ftllab ility  o f houses for 
fam ilies, as ^*ell a s for single msn. I f  you "would like  to mko inquiry 
tram somone in th is part o f the countryt write to the GRBISIIQ BDRSEEY 
a t Monroe  ̂ Uiohigani and to  Mr* Weisa o f 13119 HOTJHf CM®HS ORESSHCRJSE 
CCHPAS7 a t  Mount Clen»n8# Miohigan. They are now ©alloying severcuL 
people of Japan®s© anoastry in th eir businesses.

Ohio people ar® true Asoerioans—thoy hftvo aooepted those Acierioang 
o f Japanese anosstry in  tho s p ir i t  o f deraooraoy* W® woro a doubt­
fu l in the beginnings that timo i s  pag1;. Today, many o f them ar« 
employed in  Cle-voXazid  ̂ Cincinnati, Toledo, 0ayton# Columbus, and on farms 
and in  small o it le s *

Wonvt  you please le t  tm hoar from youf

Tours tru ly .

5320 A«I*U. Building 
CoXumbu«# Ohio 
Ju ly 2 9 ,1如 5

( s )  Bverotst L* Dakan
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THE HAH CITY GRBOTOTSES 
I f *  A* Botkin# Proprietor

Bansies and Delphlniuns Our SpeoiaXty

Plain C ity9 Ohio

Aug. k , 19^5

Hr* Hverott L* Pakan#
3520 A . 1 . U. Building.
Columbus# (%do«

Dear Sirs

Tours of July 29th at hand regarding Jap Labor, ws 
sure need help but not that betd# w© haT9 gl^on up two of our 
export plantora, tm  of eqt 8〇m>, one daughter, and I should 
bm a good Asaarioan and employ the ezunay*

Xt X wortt a good Asmrio^n oitlxon as you must think 
you are I  certain ly  would feo l very low in, taking good hard 
earned S« Uoney for a ^ob o f the kizid you hold# to  o ffer 
in su lts  to Americans who are trying hard to neip win th© War 
in the e ffo r t  on tho Home Front* You did not hav« th« norv» 
to o o m s to ay door with hat in hand looking for a job o f the 
TelXow rasoals^ you know the h istory behind these teXlowa as 
well as X or bettor, they oaimot b e  tru sted . Hi©r© ar© a 

exoeptions o f loyal Asierioan Bom «^aps# but why did they 
coirfcjfibuto to  :the China 1?a:r and ©ducata th e ir  sons and Daughters 
in  our 00110ges then return them to Japan to got further education 
in Japanese*

I vendor i f  our boys captured on Batarl are being 
f«d X〇0 Ox*oam and Apple Plo* As Atoarioim thor« sure are a 
lot of softies*

I can only look upon your letter as an Insult to 
4sa0ri〇ftii«*

Tours s inoarc ly

( s )  W* A «  Botkins
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3^20 A* X* U« Building 
Columbus X5» (Xxio

Augusls 00. 19>i0

lir. If. A. Botkin
the piaih c m  (m m a a s s m
Plain Qity9 (Kilo 

De&r ltr» &otkin t

I  hare looked a t  your le t te r  d aily  sinoe i t  arrived* I  hairo read i t  
over several tin e s* I  have delayed answering I t  beoauso I  ju s t  don*t 
know what to say* I  oamiot bring oyaoXf to  figh t with my brother 
A eth er he b« a resident of PJa Ih Cit?y, Ohio, or o f a Japanese Har 
Eelooation Authority oas^p* there are too ma.n̂  saisunderstandings in 
tht« norXd nawf and X hope nover to  be g u ilty  o f  adding any raor« mis** 
tandarstand ixig« •

X aja 8uro tha^ you ixaiut know that I  do no% fteol X aa a d islo y al 
Affiario&n* I haY« liv »d  In <^ilo a long tiiao* I tm sore that you must
ro a llse  th^t I do not oonsoiousXy think o f vsy work aa being ddtriiaental 
to you or to  our 80118 who are in  th« senrioo* X am «ure# too, that you 
w ill Admit a t le故at ay «i»o® rity in  lajr effort;蠤 to  r^locai® 念he loyal
Japsuiese Amerioan oitsisens*

That i «  about as fa r  a s  I can go in a&swerlng your le t te r —th»re i *  a 
3t〇t  Q〇r9 to  be 8&id, o f oourse* There i«  voluaiaoua lite ra tu re  written 
on %h<i subjeotp thuro have been lnmsoerabla 0011gr^sslocu&X heiurisig8« 
these hare been prlntdd and are availab le  for the asking* I t  wouxtt 
please ms g r « a t ^  to fUmish you with th is  laatari&X i f  you nould oara 
to have i t »

Thera has b««n aaioh oonftision and aany thing# have appeared in  the 
p&pors whloh haro b«on proven fk lse * Ifaay rtrours have been spread 
uhleh upon lirr«*%igation o f tii® Federal Bureau of Aray
an̂ i Snvy In t# llig«n〇9 have bean proved untx*uo and B alio lous* I t  would 
tak© a long tiia0 for you and I  to  go ovw a i l  o f  lou probably
ifould not hava th« patiexuse fluid I  probably would ftiU  ia  ny e ffo r t s *

I should I lk a , in  olosing# to assure you o f on® things that so fkr a«
X aa oapabl«# X sh a ll never In su lt an Asaerloan regard less o f h is color# 
raoef oreodt or re lig ion s

Yours vary tru ly .

e ld /o

E ^e r^tt L* l^kan 
Eolooatioa O fficer



THE PUXH 017Y GGRBSSHCSJSBS 
W« A« Botkin^ Proprietor

Banslaa «nd Delphiniums Our Specialty

Plain Oity9 Ohio

Aug. 27, 柳

Mr« Birer«tt L» Dakant
CoXumbu8t
Ohio*

一 一 一  „ • 一 一  

vmxsy artio l«8  regarding the situ ation  o f the Aiaerio&n Born 
in partlouXar written by a Amdrloan Bom Jap Wosian4 her artioX#

"1^ Fko« I s  Uy C^ily nhioh appeared in  Liberty0 1
read th is with an open mind and isust ooni^ss X have an ontirely  
d ifferen t Tiew than «h«n X H r«t wrote y〇u9 there are saany i«ho ar«
&s good Amsrioans aa Any of Yet afteir tnking a pole of say oim# 
in v̂r o o m a m ity , X would hardly dare to employ ozu» of th«m* }fy  own 
family are <Uvid«dl on tho

I t  i s  v»py strange both your le tter#  m>uld arrive *»̂ i«n our 
hearts were h ^ ri^ a U

Mr* Dakaa p l«as« &ooept ny apology for mrlting you as Z did9 
i t  fortunate fbr both of us that you did not oo脚  in  person instead
o f by but the old saying goes# nk wi«9 nan w ill change h is
.in a  but a fool n a v r

With kindest ragards &nd b «st o f wishes in  your work, I  wa,

Yours s ia c « r« ly t

(s)IT . A. Botkin



3520 a . I .  u . Building 
CoXu^us X5» Ohio

Soptasaiber II4# 19^0

Mr* A. Botkin
THE PL&XH CITY (mmSOOSE
Fl&in ^ ity # Ohio

Dear Hr* Botkint

I  oertainXy appreelated your Xettor* I t  oon_ 
firsis a b e lie f  that X hare a lm ys held««*that you o«n 't 
c la s s i fy  a> loan ju s t  because ho gets »u l oooftsionaily*
I  havo & tezaper Xiko & buss sawi X miderstand other 
people who have sim ilar reactions*

Som day porhaps our paths w ill cross in a 
ploasant @cxxl—l « t  us hope so* Xn mewat5jmt to r 
youf your 8〇&ĉ  your d&ughtez*, and your wifo 1 
aooept ay b est wishes*

Tours very tru ly ,

S^orott L* Dalcan 
Relocation O fficer

mld/o
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Qae oan98 mind ii&s ohanged but you w ill observe that neither hia 

ttaiXXy or h is ooBaaunity nere oontrinoed* Aaothor 06.8® of dragons* taeth*

One o f the reftsons for fftilur© o f relocation  to farms In Ohio in 

addition to prejudice and fear ignoiwoe mentioned above ims the 

laok o f adequat« housing* Ohio tenant houses &ro notoriously poor 

most oases* Zt i s  an unusual farm has a modern tenant house or 

enroll m semiHBtodem 0116• I t  was th is  that caused the soandal o f  the 

bath*^ub# ivhloh tsroke on DeooB&er 6# 19^3 * th# day before th« Pearl 

Bkrbor aauivor»ftry and during th« hearings o f t̂xe Dies Sub-Cowaittee in 

Washington* I t  I s  uxmeoessary a t th is  point to quote the a r t io le  in 

Midwals Frontier癱* nhioh was responsibl春 for th is outburst! o f p o litio ftl 

indignation* I t  would seem logioal to record h»r« a〇r own persoiml re­

action to th is  |Mir8〇m l episode # and I sh all do ®〇 without attempting 

to go into d e ta il*

Ify f i r s t  knowledge thals th© stox*y was *t»o br©ak ivas on Saturday» 

December when a oaXl from Hashington made inquiry regarding tha prob­

ably 8〇uro« from nhioh the newspaper in Washington that ims going to 

break the story had oome* A c a l l  or two to Miohigan m s  fru it le s s  in 

looa"bJLng tjh© oxnoti fiouro® of* tshis infonaaision^ and whilo th is oousD»n't;a't;or 

now has hia auspioiona and hi# 1sh«ori®8f its would b© uixwI bo 1jo rooord 

these*
The telephone from that ti脚  until 5 iOO A* Monday ima constantly

ringing, so by the t ia »  the story appears in  th« newspapers on Monday 

aorning, and by th© t i i »  the radio ooiaaentators began talk in g about i t .



I  was more than prepared to answer any questions which might be exabaz^rasslng 

to HHA or to s^seXf* Bisirsp氯pers wem not too izrberested in what I had 

to  say anyimy* The lo ca l papers did run a front page intenriew with m»9 

together Ddth 80110 to r r ib ls  piotures* They were objeotiva, friendly and 

unbiased in th eir reporting*

( I t  might be wall to say a t  th is point that w© had fine oooperation 

from a l l  throe Columbus newspapers from the day the o ffio «  opened u n til 

i t  01069d« fhey reported, as might be expected^ the incidents played up 

by Diea but th air ed ito ria ls^  th eir ooluranists* and their

reporters, as well as th e ir  foatur® w riters, gavo us & f a ir  and unbi&sad 

oovorage o f everything that went on in Columbus and central Ohio.)

I t  was obvious to anyone 油 o had kept apaoa o f tho a o t iv lt ie 3 

o f Congress9 the Dies CoMaittee, the growing opposition to the Adminis- 

trAtion, th a t ;这 * Dakan ju at happened to be in the line o f f i r e *  1 

might have been seriously  h\u*t« Fortunately, most o f tho shots went 

fliround aie* fhe attitude o f the % iy〇ra ity  adm liustration in th is was 

certain ly  above suspiolon* Di6 President» the De&n and セh . Board of1 

Tru霉tees 100ked cit i t  preirby smoh as stated  and advised agAinst

taking i t  too seriously*

Ab noar as I  oan describe the reaction o f my assoc ia te s on the 

Faoulty o f the tMivorsity^ i t  oould bast bo expressed Isy *>fhat*8 D&kan 

a l l  right# *  One newspaper reporter oame to the caucus and Interviewed 

801119 of the faoulty members* There were some p ra ise s# some nioe words9 

but o i» matt naa quoted as saying, "Dakan i s  a f i r e b r a n d /  I wish I knew
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nho that waa# boe&ute fire-brand i«  on® terminology that I don*t Xik9 

appiie“ 《 l>6lng d，aoriptiv» o f e ither 町  ideas or ay ta^peraaant. The 

)*eaotion of ay assoo iat^s indicated th«y were having & good deal of funf

but nozui o f th^a 癱參€^0忒 to tako i t  very Her：1011flly* and not & re819&bo;r«d

that X had b9«n in hot water lMilbro««hottar9 in  ta.ot0 th&n t^ilst

Tho r9100ato〇8 took i t  protty muoh as a joke, and I think got some 

sa tlsf^ o tio n  out o f sedlzig ft HHA o ffic e r  on tho spot* They would hare 

been more than hustan h&d they not*

th» attitu de o f th« Ohio Farm Bureau and the Ohio State Orango to 

th is «p i8〇d9 ivaa in terestin g * neither o f these organis&tions were quoted 

in  at^y nswspaper diapatoh» Hi® reason for tdiio was that Mr. Fiohter# 

Blaster of tho Ohio Orange, and Mr. LinooXn, Secretary o f the Ohio Parm 

Bureau^ mire oonsidorato enough to get in  touoh with mo before thoy noujid 

make a statemont* 7hoy found out th» jpaots 響r  I  had re&d theaa； tsha

entire a r t ic le t and apparently i f  any statemont nas iaad«# i t  naa not 

quotod*

:令 would hair. b««& idso i f  8〇mo o f tlM» dv&na o f iagriotilttur<» algHt 

haY9 tak<m r slmii&r 戴otiou. o f &1 10 wlag them鑄el'Toa to b籲 quoted

abcmt a quotati<m from an ai*tio le—the quotation having beon l if te d  out 

o f the te x t .

X don*t bollovo thiit episode InfXuonood relooati<m« 1 am an 

&•繡001a t s  ed itor o f  th« Ohio F̂ rmex% My picture ftppo&rs in every issue*

One feature &：r t ia lo  flCbout JT&pflmese relooation tms writ:七 by ms cind Jl鑤

attaohod*

Thera i s  reason to believe that siost o f the 2509000 Ohio Farmer



r9&d«r« knev that X iv&s engaged In the relocation  o f ^apanes* Amerloant 

in  〇h i〇# and yot but two le t te r s  nere recoivod by tho Ohio Farmor o ffice

r : : : : : : : : 二

7h« Mlohigan Farmer, a part o f the eaioo ohaln as th« Olio F&rmor 

owned by Senator Cftpp«r， ivent to town ed ito riaU y  on tho bath-tub 8oandftし 

There again wo h&v# no avidanoe that the fanuera of Michigan iroro greatly  

oonoerned* Xt m&y be that fs&ra<irs do not read d a lly  papers s i t  i s  

possib le that th«y did not hear th» radio ooiasient&tors d iscuss th is  subjaot 

&nd i t  i® ju s t  barely possib le that they ahrugged th e ir  shoulders and 

figu rative ly  sald# **So nhatf*1

Oae agricu ltu ra l leader# Mr. Piohterf Master o f th« Ghio State 

Orange* r^jaetrkod whon I read th® a r t ic le  to him over th« phon© on Sunday 

&ight# D©oemb©r 5# th at nh&t I said  was th« truth and ther» need b# no 

eonoom about any revolt on th# part o f th« farmer#--that most fiarmar* 

knew that th eir property wag not zaodam and did not lik e  i t *  And that my 

ex^lam tion that thez1̂  vras r shortage o f m aterial ivaa an ad«qtmto oim»

X should mot want to leave the iaaprttssion that I think the artioXv 

was bXaswless^ I  think that E» L* Dakan pulled a bonn»r* 1 think that 

Hr« W«is pulled & burner* I  think that •▼ oryon* who passed on th is  a r t ic le  

pulled % boner* Th« stateawat o r itio ised  waa a sxaart aleok# flippant <m«» 

the fluot that i t  happ#ti3 to b« ay does not ju s t i fy  th« statei&ftnt

being u««d in the ki&d of publloation 111dwost Frontiers nas Intended to  

Tmu 7h« a r t io l«  whloh I  praparod fo r  th« Ohio i s  a 8〇b«r# ooX4



Bancroft IfbnSty
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bI,ood«d# h〇ftrtl«88 but i s  safis and soimd* I t  m s  cleared by

Editor id th  HaroXd F ist9re# and Pist«r«» roportod that Kelaey mad«

th is  rmimrk about idio a r t io le *  ^Ifhat h&ro you done to Dakant This does 

not souxid Xlko h ia tn

I t  i s  possib le that th is  remark by KeXsey Is  2*esponsibl« for the 

o&rtfl.aftneee on Hetr*oXd*& pftrt i 玖 not oe&eoring ny writing mor« o&refuHy. 

F iste r«  ims not disposed to spo il ftnyon0 * s  sty lo * Brents proved h« had 

more oonfiddnoo in ay judgoant than was m rrant*d« I  don't bulieiro th is  

8 woul d hay〇 gotten by Editor Kelley eith er* H9 goes through ay 

s tu f f  with a fin««>toothed ooeib* fie hftfi mvex* ohangod tho osssutiftl 

aoani&g o f an artioXe9 but he hAt kept phx*a698 and sent^noos out o f my

:rr 一 一  • 一 一 一 • 一

入 f in a l w>rd in passing o f the thoughtfUln«as o f Dillon Ca

Monday, Dooember 6 , ju s t  bofore the o ffio a  olosed, he called m» trcm 

Hashizigton* He had bean befor# the Dies Comraitteo most o f the day* He had 

to deay respon aib illty  for the a r t io lo . He called  to e^qplain why and 

11101ted to t e l l  m& h ia se lf  beforo I  read I t  in the paper* His stat«n»nt 

Inter Ajppearad in  the paper and mxs in  my opinion a good and J^air 〇〇» •

011e more person 此〇 might be quoted here i s  D<wn CuxmitighMa of tho 

OoXXegs o f Agrioulture-^who sent th« following; telegram to the 

newspaper in  Yteshixigtom# D» C« in reply to an in sisten t dexoand from the 

paper* 8100 words these9 and i t  helped soothe my injured pride and fee lin gs*

Anyono interested  in nhat oongressBian 龜nd r耱pre8ttntai;iv9S had to



say might find th eir reiaarka properly rooord^d in  the Congressional 

Beoord* ^Extension* o f remarks appeared fo r several days a fte r  Dooemb«r 

perhaps fbr as long as three weeks* Fooms ivsre r«ad into Eeoord 

that wero honeys* I  don't r e c a ll  a l l  o f thaso in d e ta i l ,  but i t  i s  ny 

b e lie f  that few o f these w re  complimantary to th is  w riter or to  WA»

So fiar as エ know tihd fined neifsp狂per appaiar«d in the

Chioago Sun on D00抑 ibor 1 9 » 19ム3  under tho Qf O&rrol Kmpatriokv

It  m s ft fVont pag« story oariyittg isy pietur® and reporting that icnre®ti_ 

gation showad that 1 was a registered Hspublioan* Th« reporter said h« 

had aakod s<»v«ral Hepublioans 1^10 had previotisly taken a not altogether 

fri«ndXy attitude for comments but ho was u&abl« to quot« any o f thorn*

fo r a b it  o f hun«>r I refer to O llie James o f tho Cinoinnati Baquiror 

I t  ttould be unforttinat® i f  hia -writing on th is  subject iror© lo s t  to poa- 

to r lty i and for a store aerious &nalysls# e. fu l l  page e d ito r ia l In th« 

Saturday E®vi«w of lite ra tu re  on or about Deoomber 15*

The5Lr pcdzrb o f departure was to compare the soriou癱 prob!100a o f the 

irorld #iioh  Congress might bo diaou8sing irith 你 i s  not sarious prooxem 

iriiioh they were discussing*

Flam r ©10081 tion in  Miohigwa ie»nt better right な on tho # tart than 

in CSiio* She prasident o f Michigan State 0011«£鬱9 Mr • ム Hannah， wcui 

for mny years poultry exi^nsicm speci& H st* W« vmr0 〇14 friend# dating 

bftok to the days 11119n hd m s a student, and we oooasio&aixy attended opora 

in  Chicago instoad o f going to the burlesquo show as most o f our &88〇o ia t«s

did* This i s  not in t蠊zided to p&t either HannAh or isyseif on tho b&ckt but



so re ly  to point out a ocnssmmity o f in toreat*

£&rly in our program I A8k»d h i»  to o&ll a meeting o f interested 

people« This group met in h is o ffloe  and ropredentati^e of aliaost 

®v#ry segment o f -the f ie ld  o f agrlou ltu ral leadership. I t  resulted  in a 

oonaittee driving to Hohwar and 4er<aimt Arkftnsfts* Professor Cardinel.l9 

together « ith  a representative of th« vegotabX# growers rnude liiis  tr ip

ar«a north o f D etroit*

0110 o f the scul ttistaketi 明 sacuSv &t: that ims not h astily  0租ploy»

lng Cardin»ll and putting him in Hr* Lorre90 offioe* Ur* Lovev at that 

tiae and up to now, hoadod the Iteergetioy Farm labor program in the stat«  

as4 was anxious to hare a relocation o ffic e r in his o ffice* It ims «n 

opportunity iwhieh tuivex* pz*08«mt«4  i t s e l f  again* I t  is  not zay Intention 

Iuir0 to bhm o anyonn Itx HRA for not being Able to see ahoad as well as 1 

oan 8O0 baokimrds*

fh ls  oonoludes my sivaii song# and X should lik e  to point out th at.

In my opinion^ a l l  relocation o ffice rs  hava <mir~es^iha8ieed th« oofimmity 

aeo«pt&n〇9 o f the Axasrioim r*08❶t t le r a *  Hhat wo a l l  did ivasi to

run fVo®a prajudioe* Ite did not figh t i t  or oppose i t  or. In my opinion, 

did im do nrnoh to ohange I t s  course* I f  an employer or & labor iinion 

s&id we w»ro proa# to le t  i t  end ther9 and found'another en^Xoyer

tmd Another group o f .siployeos nho sa id • ”AH r ig h ts” Tho tendonoy was 

to  play up these fiavorable situ ation s And to play down the unfi&vor&ble*



fh is  was good for reXooation—i t  naa good# X believe^ in the long run 

for th© mor&l« of th« ro ao ttlers thezasolTes* I t  miuld b« very bad# 

howevar, to  l 0a\re the genoral izs^pressicm or even a seo&IX segoaent o f 

is^ression^ that because w© found friends and spmisors in C〇l\aabus# th&t 

there wore not a great tn81iy more ivho opposod and idiose indifferonoe 

hindored oitr e f fo r t s , fh ia w&8 tnu» with housing* !So i l lu s t r a te # 1 

spent seroral days trying to find a house for Qrace and Tadashi 2madaf 

who had been employed by &Jc©rs Art Gallery, an old respected f i m  oime4 

*by 氟 rjlght90us emdl kind mn i o  wanted not only to have his photograph 

shop operate during the m r but wanted Also to help in relocation* I  

b ip t no record of th« number o f  apartments and houses uhloh together*

Mrs* i£iada and I viaitod-^perhcips ten in a l l 9 and evoryon^ o f ishem could 

haire b«on rented by me i f  Mrs* Isaada h&d not been along and boon the 

prospnotive tenant, and Mrs. Iimada was & vary beautifu l young nomnl

A 8i£dlar esqperi.no. oould be sited  by* the 〇A8« ol* Johnny IfekagiKim 

who ivas es^loyed by Mr* LeVaquef one oi* the large oontr&otors «md pro麵 

motors ai2d owners o f r«&l e sta te  in  CoXt^mbus* Johnny was employed as a

J«paneso# 2̂ *« LeYaque n&s forced to withdraw h is o ffe r to Airnlsh a p!ao« 

fo r Johnny to l ir e *  A l i t t l o  courage by Mr* I^eVeque might hairn solved 

th<i problcis^ but that l&ck o f  eour&ge m a t;/pic&l o f Colusibua dx<3眷pt by 霾 

br&ve so u ls , mostly ohuroh people fold mostly s»mberg of the 

lothing has been said  In th is  n&rratiiro so f^ r regarding th«
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•stftbXishmunt o f a  hostoX in Columbus during the f i r s t  year o f WRA 

operations* He oaao so near to doing th is m A I t  would have mado so 

mioh d itter9n 〇9 in vay opinion that i s  ia  worthwhile to rooord her« th« 

fa c ts *

th9 XfniyBTBiisy Roligious Oounoil composed o f m inisters In the UniT«r* 

s i ty  ooBBsunity tm% with both Spioer and saQrsolf and disouased the need

o f a h o st« l* This was brought to & l^ad a fte r  Hr* Spioer l e f t  to  go to 

D «troit»

The RoachdaXa Oooperative House had reaohed the point «h«ra i t  

ivouXd have to oXosa because o f  lack o f students* This information o&ma to 

us and a sssoting nas hold with a ooiamittee representative o f the minist»riAX 

ooimoil* W〇 invited Mr* l&uc frKazBn down from the Olonreland Hostel to !〇〇•% 

with the group a t  the oooporfttive house and vrent into th« m tte r  quite 

thoroughly* Mr* Fransen reported th at 姑ui B&ptdst Foreign Mission was w ill論 

ing to  help but had asked him to a so erta ia  the following infonaationt

Could tho Hostel be op«r&tod without a lo ss?  Were th®r» enough 

people oonting to  CoXunlms to  keep th« Hostel f i l le d ?  Were tho opportunity❿ a 

in  Coltaabua for wn^lo^nent Adequate to ju s t i fy  antiolp&ted lnoreasd in 

resettleiasnt? Hhen I  attos^ptod to  answer th»霉鬌 queatlona i t  m s  &lway耱 

nooessary to qualify  ny 8tat«a»nt0 because no d efin ite  a f f lm a tlv e  answer 

eould b« given* 8〇ne of the ohurohes in the Ifeivereity oomunity were in 

a position  to support the hostel fin an cially * Hono of the ministere could 

mke oomitSBiBnt to that fho maeting olosed with the understanding

that a deoision ivouXd be iaada in tho next day or tiro.



Than «  unfortunate turn o f er^nts broko so fa r  as th» Cooperative 

Bouse was oonoomed* 7h« boys wore glren assurance thm rmxt day by the 

Army o ffio ars  on the oaapus that they would r«lttas« enough boys to  f i l l  

th# housof. I  am not suro th&t th is  nord ^reX^ftso** i s  th» oorrvot one, 

but i t  i s  osse&tlalXy 8〇« One o f th# boys called  on smi a t  the Wtk o ffice  

and nith-dr«w tholr o f fu r to r«nt us th« houso* Thus ended a near misa! 

Thu fac t rem inSf homm>rt that determination, foresigh t and & l i t t l e  

more oouraga^ and w  irouXd haTs had a hostel*

Another a ttra c t  nas made to  rent a la rg e# vacant parsonage on 

F ifth  Avenu«* 1 sist iwlth i^ie doaoo&s o f th« ohuroh and believe i t  or not 

those good aouXs «e r«  unwilling to ront the parsonage to  be used as a 

Japanese B ostel, or • tbzi a s  a raaidonoe or hos» fo r fam ilies* fhoir 

i&lnlstur nas heart-broken and has, I believe# l e f t  th is  ohuroh*
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I f  tho t)!ait«d States Oov»mm«nt i s  interested in ay rec〇ffln»a- 

d&tions for tho Mature9 i t  w>uXd to never again ftttompt the relocation 

o f people on tbs basis o f rao® or ore«d or oolor# but rather on the 

b asis  o f individual g u ilt *  I t  would hairt b««n muoh cheaper in the long 

run from tha standpoint o f  d o llars and oonts to have had h»aringa and 

sorooood the isd iiriduals* © iis, X  have boon intorm d., had b««n don# 

v lth  gr#at nuabors in  England* there i«  nothing o rig in al th *t  I oan »ay*

1 have heard 970ry idea thi*a«hed orer t±m  aflwr tijm  by zsen both in  th« 

gov^rwmn% oerrioe and by priv&t* o i t  icons* fh ia episode Is  a b lo t on 

our esoutoheon, which wo oan never hope to oras«« WRA was always a 

h^dra-headsd anisaal* I t  h®Xd innooont psopXe in v irtu a l oonoantration 

oamps* I t  aoted as noXfar# for those who tried  and wanted to

r« so tt l« «  I t  nover had enou^i money to compensate 1dhi« eraouees for their 

lo sse s* I t  requlrod evaouees to report thoir wh»x*eabout8 * I t  sp»nt 

endless hours hunting jo b *# finding houses# ad justing family d lf f lo u lt lo s *  

I t  was the i〇8trusMmt by which famiXioiB wor® ««parftted and hoswe broken 

up» I t  i«as in  fkct a monstsr oalled upon to  do & monstrous d«ed* Under 

th® conditions nhioh the oa^loyees o f WRA worJ»df I think they did a 

nost roiaarkabl^ job* I doubt i*hether any other group o f govorrawrat 

9mploya«s had mors oause for frustration^ iaor« oauso fo r heartbreaks# or 

greater e&uss for lo s s  o f tempery 108s o f patsi蠊：a〇0 and in  zmny 〇&藤〇&• 

lo ss  o f d ign ity than the exoployoea o f  W!Ul*


