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OIOGRAPH3T - ADMINISTRATION

The Ooiuiatms office was opened in Uie A H
Tower (American Insurance Union) In April,1943. Th®
headquarters for the Central Ohio relocation program
reamlned In this location until the closing of the
District office on December 1 ,1945*

Everett L* Bakan# Chairman of the Poultry Depart-
ment, College of Agriculture, The Ohio State University,
was na d Relocation Officer for the Central Ohio
District. Ho was widely known in Ohio agricultural
circles and his range of acquaintance took In scores
of colleges and agricultiiral schools in the Mdwestf
West, and Kast« HO contributed regularly to the Ohio
Farmer, one of th© 4#B*C* farm journals In th© Midwest*
He knew the county agricultural agents by their first
names, and had at one time or another b@en thrown Into
the o0o0lllpany of the key farm leaders of Ohio and Michigan*
Bald, cheerful, and just over fifty, Bakan was explosively
libera? on questions dealing with the minority groups
In thd population* He had a sincar© and insistent
urge to establish new homes for tb8 Japanese Aicerioans
who had been removed from their West Coast homes and

set down in relocation centers*



On leave of absence from tbe University, M% Cmkan
assurasd the supervision of the Central Ohio District and
took over the job of openlxig up th© 01110 and Michigan
farm labor area*

Carl L* Spicer, former university and college
instructor, with two years of govermoent experience
with the National Youth Adminis tration, The Office of
Emergency Management and Th© War Production Board, was
appointed Associate RCiOcation O fficer to assist in th©
relocation activities In GontraX Ohio*

The office secretary, Miss Yoshiye Ogata, joined the
staff In May 1945# Miss Ogata relocated from the Rowher
Relocation Center and was on© of the pioneer resettiers
in Goluisbus. She developed rapidly in the inechanical
position of secretary and reached out to take an active
part In the education of the coBirounity bj filling numerous
speaking engagements in Ooluiabus and OentraX Ohio*

In January 1945, Miss Ogata was transferred to th©
Cleveland Area O ffice, wh©Sr© sh© entered on mw <5utliCs
of assisting th© Inforcmtion Service in preparing publi-
cations and news releases for the press and the general
publice

Mb s FuiBiko Toshlhashi, of Gila River, succeeded
Miss Ogata and remained as secretary until th© office

closed* Although only nineteen years of age, and with out



previous experience In a position of such responsibility,
ah© developed aiuazingly fast and became one of the top-
notch public relations secretaries in th© Cleveland Ai»Ca*
Her one ambition was to help resettlers with their
problems* She Invited confidence, and she operated
easily and pleasantly with all types of people?*

In February 1945 an Associate Relocation Officer
was appointed to the district. William lackey, head of
th© Ohio Parole office from 1938 to 1944, joined the
staff« Bo had a quality of sineerity a3 dealt with
personal problems with an tmderstanding and sympathy
that was of first importance in resettlement work* Be
was able to render valuable service to the WARA program
in Columbusf Mansfield, and Lim, Ohio* In September
1945 he  signed to go sritli th© Methodist Conference
to promote a campaign for th© enlargement of a youth cen-
ter on Lake Erie*

The boundaries of adniinistrativ®© control and field
operation for the Columbus office were not rigidly
marked off by Harold Fistere, th© Area Relocation Super-
visor. In discussions with Everett L* Dakan, Columbus,
and Raymond Booth, of the Cincinnati office, it was
felt that a rigid marking out of district areas would
not l)e the best course In this early phase of the program*
Th© whole area was unknown so far as any previous work

of this kind was concerned* fher© waa logle in the belief
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that personal relationships which existed between xneiubers

of the WRA staffs and individuals In coiainunltieg such as
Dayfcon, Springfield, Yellow Springs, and Wilmington
should be nurtured for th@ benefit of the programe (The
confidence based on friendship was often a very important
factor in organizing interest in the resettlement program
In new communitiies* Many of the ©arly ©mployment;
opportunities were developed in this way* Thus when
Eaysiond Booth of the Cincinnati office was working with
the Red Star Battery officials in I*yton, the ikssooiate
Relocation Officer from Golumtms was cl©su»ing away th©
preliminaries for the employment of Japanese Aiaerlcans

In the American AirGraft Associates, also locstt d in
Dayton. The first placecnent in Antioch College, Yellow
Springs, was processed by the Oolumbus office after the
original contacts and field work had been done by-
Everett Dakan***

In general the boundaries of the Central Ohio office
were to include the tier of ooxmties north and east of
I"iyton and a line drawn southeasterly to Portsmouth*2
Toledo was to operate In the area Influenced "by that

city* Lima, Defiance, Bowling a®een, Fostoria, Findlay,

orr©spond©nee and conferences with Edward A. Flynn,
American AirOraft Associates* July 1943*

~QOral discussion in Cleveland Area office Jime 5f 1943,
July 17,1943,



and Horwalk were populous coinmynities in this district*
Th© d©ns@ly populated northeastern section of the at3.%e9
incltKiing 1fd®© indiisljpjLai cities of Youiigstjown, Akpon’
Canton, Warren, and Mansfield, were to be serviced by
the Cleveland Area Office*”

On Mareh 2 0,19M, Robert Cullusi was transferred

to the Cleveland Area Office as Relocation Supervisor
in an exchange of officers which took Harold Fistere to
How York. GulluBi (defined boundaries for the Central

Ohio District, fb® southern bcmndary was  raised by

th© southem of Mi Fayette,

Eoss9 Vinton, and Ifeigs Counties* All of th® counties
along th© Ohio river between Portsmouth and East Llver-
pooX WOr© includod in tbho district* In. ti© north, "®
boxindaries of Pauldiiag, Putnam, Hancock, Seneca, Rich-
land, Ashland, Wayne, Tuscarawa, Carroll, and Jefferson
divided the Tolsdo and Cleveland districts froro the
Central Ohio administrative boundaries.

This division of territory remined unchanged
except for the absorption of the Toledo office in the
I©troit District in Aprill944, and th© surging of th©
Columbus and Cincinnati districts in December, 1945*
Ti© woplc 111 MOXS sx6st coixtlnii©<3. to fe© Isy
William Fluke, who served it by working out of the

Detroit office.

Aln 1943 th© Area Office and the District Office were
combined* Separate offices were created in 1944,
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Early in the eusmier of 1943 it bscam© apparent that
evacuees would not com© into th© Central Ohio District
in large nusibers. The flow was to the large jlndustrial
centers such as Chicago, Cleveland, Detroit, Cincinnati,
and St. Louis, Wartime wages, the early u36nentum built
up by promoting these eifci©s in the relocation eenters,
exciteinenfc and lure of the jsietropolitan centers for the
Klsei, and the advantages of locating in a ioetropolitan
center where racial differences were uniispoptanfc in
the common nielfcing pot these were other factors,
multiple reason, th& play and interplay of which influenced
relocation to particular communities, and those that had
th© isost significance in Central Ohio will b@ discussed
in subsequent pages of this report*

The pressures of work created by the unexpected
developments in the Cleveland Arsa ®ad0 it necessary to
utili2© th© limited staff to the best advantages of the
program* After A prill943 there was a constant pull on
the Coluicbus office for eicergency assignraentis In other
districtse Everett; Bakan made frequent exploratory trips
and public-relations visits to the greenhouse and rxursOi*y
area of northern Ohio, which centers around Palnesvlll©,
Ashtabula, Lorain, and Cleveland; and to the agricultural
areas around Detroit, Lansing, Ann Arbor, and Pontiac,
Michigan#

Th© Associate Relocation officer worked thro© months

in the Columbus district befoi*© being transferred to
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: 4
other assigmuents#

JAPAHES1-AMEHICAH POPUIATIOK IS fHE CEKTRAL OHIO DISTRICT

Amche Relocation Center 11

Gila Elver 20
Heart Mountain 44
~TeroBie 18
Manzanar 8
Minidoka X6
Postoa 46
Hohirer 16
tule Lake 25
Hawaii e
Voluntary Evacuees 11
TOTKL 221

Daring the period from April, 1943 to December 31,
1945, 318 Japanese-Asieriesma ca®e to Goluisbus and other

cowonlties in Central Ohio* 2X5 are classified as

"Detailed to Michigan in May to assist George D raff|
assigned to the Relocation Team which was sent to

fulo Lak© on July 27,1945. Appointed head of Detroit
Office in September, 194S* Relocation officer in
Ooluisbus, 1944 and 1945* Heart Mountain Relocation
Center detail,1945* Relocation Officer for Central
Ohio and Southern Ohio, June, 1945 to February,1946*
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resettiera who came from the i*elocation centers and
Hawaii; eleven were voluntary evacuees who left tho
West Coast military areas before the announced

Its policy of evacuation to assembly centers* Thirty-
seven resettlers came from other oomunltlesf mainly
Cleveland, Cincinnati, St» Lcmils, Milwaukee, Chicago,
and Detroit* Twenty-eight of these were students

from scattered cossmmlties in the Middle West and th©
East* Thirty-two service n»n were stationed in Columbus
either attached to Fort Hayes personnel or exirolled in
refresher coxiraes at Ohio State tJhiversity. Eleven
evacuees caine to the district on short torsi leave

but left for other eonammitiies or returned to th®
center* Seven children were born to Hlsei and Issei
residents during the resettlement period#

Of the total number of resettlers and service
men who lived in Central O hio,153 were soales and 168
were fernlds* There was on© death - a Hlsel woman who
died of coffipllcations in a Columbus hospital*

According to records oorapiled during the period
there were 18 resident Japan©se-Aroericans in Central Ohio
at the time of evacuatione These people lived In
Springfield, Columbus, and Lima*

Since the lifting of the ban on Japan©s©-Americans!

relocation In the evacuated zones, 33 have returned to
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Californiaf Washington® and Oregon. Two have returned to
Hawaii* Elghty-two resettlere left Central Ohio for
other comrmxnltles « Chicago, Cleveland, Hew York,
Philadelphia, St. Louis» Cincinnati, Detroit, and Salt
Lake City attracted the majority of these people*

present Japazsese-Atnerlean population of Central
Ohio Is 208 people™ excluding the pi?e-evacuation resident

population*

AAll the8e figures are sub]!ect to some variation
beeause of the fluidity of this poptilation, as well
as the difficulty of keeping an accuiwite record of
each Individual in the district#



Bruodt Loy

10 m

COMFUNITY PARTICIPATIOK - THE GXTI2.ENS RESETTLEIaEHT
COMMIOTE

was fully realjL2@d by the YHA staff in Columbus. Groups
of local peoole were called upon from time to tijne to
help with profeleins which needed financial support or co-
operative action in the area of employment, cormnunity
integration, housing, and coiainunity acceptance*

One of the first steps taken by the Columbus office
was to call together group meetings to consider cominunlty
acceptance and employsient. In May 1943, group meetings
were held with the ColumlDUS M inisterial Association,

The United States Employment Service, The the
officials of the labor unions, and various individuals
in the city who represented scattered coimmmity interests.

A meeting with the Ministerial Council,th©
Secretary of the Chamber of Commerce, and the Directors
of the Y*M.C«A. and Y.W«C*A* In June of 1943 showed a
divided opinion in the M inisterial Councils Thereafter
the support of the Coltirabus religious bodies had to be
sought toy indivitiual contacts with ministers and sympa_
thetic leaders in be congregations*

The earliest evidence of a resettlen™nt committee

taking form goes gack to August,1943* At this time the
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efforts of Everett L» Dakan and Carl Spicer to interest
churches and civic groups in the support of a hostel to
provide teiaporapy homes fop the ~settlers crystalized*

A hostel coimnifctee was organized and Ralph Powells a
Professor in the Engineering College at Ohio State Unlver-
slty # was made chairinan* In a letter to members who

had been invited to serve on the committee, the chaiinnan
reported an unsuccessful attempt to open a hostel*

Early this suimaer Mr* Spicer of the War
Relocation office in Columbus talked to fc©
toiversi y Reiigious Council about the urgent need
for a hostel to ftirnish temporary housing for
Japanese Americans_coming from relocation
centers to locate in Columbus* The University
Religious Council was interested and appointed
a committee to look Into the possibilitiese

The committee held a meeting August 27 at
the Rocbedale House with the students and Mr*
Pranzen, dire toz* of the Hostel conducted by
the Baptist Hocie Missionary Society in
Cleveland* (The Rochedal© Co-op House would
be vacant in September, and It was an ideal
place, for it could be rented and would house
20 to 24 people*) Professor Bakan reported
that the situation in the relocation centers
had not developed as they had expected, and
that evacuees were still coming to Coltunbus
in small numbers* In the meantime th© Rochodale
student8 had an opportunity to continue their
present arrangement for at least another quar-
ter. It was therefore decided to defer the
project for the present. but to continue th©
committee with the following officers?
Chairman, Ralph Powell; Vice-Chairman, Clyde
Willian38|» Secretary, Robert Graves

The idea of a hostel did not die with this failures

It was revived In March, 1945, when a group of citizens

Neletter, September 1# 1945#
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met at the International House to consider the feasi-
bility of opening a temporary place for evacuees. This
attempt also ended In failure because of th® tmwilllng-
ness of SOXD of the members to assume a large financial
outlay when it was not known just how heavy the evacuee
moveaient into Columbus would be. (Housing in Columbua
became increasingly difficult in 1945.)) The meeting was
adjourned with the understanding that a survey of actual
need should b© made.

In 1944 citizens groups representing churches, social
agencies, and evacuees, planned and carried out a number
of community affairs for the recreational and social
welfare of the Japanese American resettiers*

A speakers* training program was instituted at
the Y.W.C.A# in December 1943. Professor 1* L. Dakan
provided the guiding spirit for this experiment, which
was partly educational and partly social in ita conceptioiu
Classes met bi-monthly during January and Pebrtiary, and
studied and analyjsed prepared speeches which were given
before the study group, with Mrs* Ardis Wheeler of the
Y*WFG *A« assisting* fhe meetings created a lasting
interest In several of the Hiore mature Kisel and they
formed a kind of speakers!l bureau, and when called upon
they spoke before church groups, clubs9 and educational
groupss Xoshiy© Ogata, secretary of the WRA Dr* George
Kldo9 research chefflist at the Scotfc Seed Company,
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MapysviXle, and Alko Yoshihashl, secretary of the Friends
Sorvlcd CojaroittjBOj made Biany "balks to cit:iz©ns groups
in ColuBibus and. GOnt*raX 0llio In 1944 ®nd X945«

Committees composed of th© Friends of the Morthsld©
Friends Ifeeting, officials, and evacuees planned a
successful picnic for all the resettlers; laws parties
and 3ocis!l events were held at the homes of Rowena
Kessler, Tom Okawara® Everett Dakan, Ralph Powell,
Charles Plackman, and the International House, University
center for students of all nationalities. In December
of 1944 two events of the Christmas season, one held at
the Y1(3 4 « and the other at the Hortli Broadway
Methodist Church brought all ths Japanese-Airjerican
people togethere Tha Y.W.C.A. party was sponsored by a
citizensl commit tee, but the plans and program were
made and.carried out by the Kisei, through a social
coEanittee which was selected in an inform| meeting of
citisens comsiifet©© and resettlers*

fh© Christmas party at the North Broadway Methodist
Cbxircli was arranged by the Morthsld© Friends, Ralph
and Maude Powell, Charles and Dorofcby Blackmn, and
Lynn Hohrbaiigh taking the lead in planning the dinner
and arranging a program off* folk games and Ohpisljn®.s caz*ol
singing*

In 1945, a successful unification of the independent
groups which had been active in resettlement work was

acconrolished* 'The local welfare agencies and corsmunlty
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servlea agencies had now been dram into & participat-
ing activities program through the continuous public
relation* work of th© WRA staff, regional and district,
and membership from these agencies wext®© becoming
acquainted with the over-all planning and work of the
resettleraent program*

The background of the gradual growth of a Citizens
Committee in Columbus was peculiar to the local scene*
When th© announcecient was made that a WHA office would
be opened in Columbus there appeared to be & nucleus
for a Citizens Resettlement Committeee But tbs growth
of the nucleus into a functioning organism was at first
eonspicuous by its absence* ProBdnent persons who had
been interested in th© initial phase of evacuation fell
away when actual problems of resettlement arose* This
aeademlo interest, while a constructive element for
leisure exploration of racial prejudice and discrimina-
tion against minority groups, was totally valueless in
meeting the day-by-day emergencies which confronted th©
WHA staff. Consequently much tiro© was consumed in build-
ing up a truly fimctioning body which was fortified with
enough Christian and humn Interest to engage In a
continuous program of actual assistance to the resettlers*

Xn Ju ly 1945 a pei*Bian6irb resettlement eoumdtte
had emerged* fhe members of this committee had rendered
active aid whenever called upon, and they represented a

variety of coDmiunity interests.2 The committe© was not

appendix for list*
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formally organized and did not meet except on call to
consider some special problem. It;s main function during
th© sunaner of 1S45 was one of advisory nature. In July,
when the National Director of the WRA was in Columbus,
th© Committee gave a reception at thB X*W.C*A# which
was very successful®

Itoring the following months, whsn It was known that
th© War Relocation Authority would terminate its services
in Columbus before the beginning of 1946, renewed emphasis
was given to th© importance of having the Citizens Com-
KBittee assume the overall responsibility for the services
to res©ttl63?s until they could be integrated into th©
social and economic life of th© city# New members were
added to the Committee, particularly pepresexitati®*ve of
the social and welfare agencies whose professional ser-
vices were needed to give prompt service in cases of
emergency family need# A few changes were made to fill
vacancies which had occurred when members had become
inactive or moved froia the city.

Additional members added to th© committee were
Ralph Bennett, of th© Familj and Children” Bureau?
Virginia Britton, Franklin Coxinty Relief Administration;
Thomas H. Everhart, U*S«E«S»; Carl Smucker, Ohio State
Welfare Board; Orville Jones, State 0¢!«0* Coxmcil,

Paul Itaya, student; and Mickey Fxiruta, machinist*
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Th© "ost«WRA period called for tbe organization of
a vital resettlement committee to carry on the services
which had been centered in tb© WEA o ffice/ This com_
ciltté6 was already in existence in Coltimbus and it had
had a great deal of experience in resettlement work,
so when th© office of tbe WEA was closed on December 1*
1945, the transition from the government to the reset-
tlement coimaittee was 1ade with scarcely a ripple of
concern or in erruptlon cf services:

To conrolete the formal organization of the Citizens
Hesettlement Committee, a meeting was called for
NoveroTDer 2 0 ,1945* The committee met In the Central
Y.W.C.A., Columbus, and elected officers for the year
1945 and 1946. Miss Rowena Kessler was elected Clhair-
man, Professor Everett L» r*kan vice-chairimn, and
Fusjiko Yoshihashi was named .secretary. A resolution
pledging support to the Family and Qhlldren”™a Bui*eau,
where personal services to the evacuees were to be
centered, was passed. Hhe resolution stated?

As a group Bf Colurobus citizens interested

In th© welfare of Jaj®*nese Americans who

ha come to our city to make tbeir homes,
we join together as ithe Columbus Res®ttlement;
Committee for the put%ose of providing such
services as may no available throu?h
regular community agencies, to assist In th©
co-ordination of coinmunity services to
resettlers, and to support in th© community
the program of resettlement;e

In view of the withdrawal of th© federal

"Washington Relocation Division Msmorandum Ho* XO&*
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War Relocation AuthorltK from Goltunbus, we
pledge our support to the Family and

Children” Bureau which has agreed to assma®©
the adsjinls trative responsibility f ~ direct-

responsibility of co-ordinating all phases of the com-
njunity services concerned with housing, health, education,
welfare, recreation, counseling, employment, and public
relations, with the local citizens# clmrches, schools9
and local and national agencies which had been so success-
fully tied together during the administration of WRA

On December 1,1945 the War Relocation Authority
closed its headquarters In Columbus after 31 months of
continuous servicee Before doing so it compiled a digest
of coimnunlfcy services vhilch are available to all residents
of Columbus and Central Ohio* Local, state, and national
agencies are included in this guide, and a brief statement
is mad© off th© kind of service rendered*

The Family and Children” Bureau, a consnunity chest
agency, with headquarters at 141 North Front Street,

Columbus9 Ohio, assumed the administrative detail and

became the central referral point for all kinds of person-
allied services. The Director, Ralph Bennett, is a member
of the Resettlement Committee*

All resident Japanese Americans In Central Ohio and
roeiat>ers of the Resettlement Committeef as well as function-
ing local, statef and national agencies have been supply d

with the guide to community services*
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COMMOTIFY PARTICIPATION, COMMUNITY ACCEPfAHCE, CHURCHES,
IAY ORGANIZ&TIOHS

In the spring and of 1943 iBuch of the back-
ground for the future developcBnt of the War Relocation
Authority resettlement program in Ohio and Michigan was
laid*

Informal area conferences, held in tbs Cleveland
Area offlee, brought together the Relocation officers
from tbe districts. Fred Ross of the Cleveland District
office, Haymond Booth© of the Cincinnati District#

Wi illiam Fluke of Toledo, Everett Dakan and Carl Spicer
of Columbus, and (>e pge Graff of Detroit represexited the
Relocation personnel which gathered for the conference
discussions which were characterized by enthusiasm and
free and open exchange of ideas on all the phases of
the fast-moving program.

Harold Flstep©, Relocation Supervisor, provided the
leadership which made the meetings uniquely interesting.
He was a youthful mn, on the noon«-day side of middle-age,
and he radiated a cheerful democratic spirit wd3ch was
felt and appreciated by all his associates. He had a
warm personality which worked its way into.conference
meetings and "broke down barriers. PassjLonafcely democra-

tie, he insisted on ldeas being put on the table and
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thoroughly exainiiajed. Capable of sudden outbursts of
emotion and youthful ©nthudasms, he kept a conference
won its toes ®* EIls mannerisios were a natural part of
him and be was like an actor whose art and personality
had blended to a deg®©e of finished workmnship.

Sometimes these meetings ware attended by Washington
staff members. Tom Holland and Donald Sabin attended
the first informal conference which was held in June,1943*
They were currently Inforsfid on national tendencies and

had made the rounds of the Relocation Centers; they

I I l 10... tandinsto

Almost everything wa8 discussed In tbase meetings:
public sentiment, relations with the relocation centers,
©mploynient, housing# the press, techniques for reaching
the residents of the centers and interesting tliero In
relocation™ metropolitan advantages vse smaller urban
centers and towns, ©vacuo© psychology and attitudes,
and methods of opening up smaller coimminlties for reset-
tlement of a small number of ©vaciaees*"

Community acceptance and the development of small
cities and towns for the relocation of Issei and Hisei
were of special meaning to the Central Ohio District

offices

AThe idea of dispersal had gained favor to avoid the
concentration of large numbers of Japanese-Americans
In ULittle fokyosB such as had existed on the West

Coast*
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Tiloz*6 wer*0 scopes of prosp6rous tipban

in the district « towns and cities with diversified
industriese The district also supported many Christian
colleges and several large universities, and it was the
center of the statels agricultural activities* TI™ fact
that the state capitol was located in Columbus did not
eloud the hopes that in some of these co unities In
Central Ohio there would be a welcome for th© evacuees.
We knew there would be a sharp conflict between those

who wanted fair play for fellow Americans and thos© who

believed that a.«. all Japs are alike and they ought to

slsa in the RGl0cation Centers

The only way to find out what th© coramnity reaction

was likely to be was to put the thinking into action#

The Cleveland conference of July 17,1943, adopted a sug-
gestion fOp ©nlistiing th© support; of Protestant
ministers In Ohio. The Central Ohio office was conanission-
ed to draft a letter and present It tor review at th©

next conference. On October X5, the Cleveland conference

approved th© letter, whioli is cited in its final forms

Twenty-eight thousand four hundred and nine
children need homes. These are the American
citizens of Japanese descent who were evacuated
from their homes on the West Coast, W are
appealing to you for help. Here is wbat we
would like you to do*

(1) Writ© oi* call upon the nearest War
Relocation Authority office whose addresses
ar® on th© reverse sid0o» HO wlXX help you
get in touch with an interested family -
this will not be easy# Transplanting people
is always difficult; that is why we need your
help.

June 30,1943.
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(2) Find the head of the family a job where
he can make a living* Find a house for the
faroiXy to live in# Help them adjust to their
new houses. Show them they ai“e wanted in
America*

(3) tlse the material we are sending you as
reference for study and discussion with your
adult and youth groups* There is a job of
education and democracy to be done

(4) If some of these people have already
come to your community, will you not have
them on your mind and heartf Belp them with
their problems.

This letter calls for action. [Is it too
much to ask when Americans ar© in need of
halp?

Cordially,

Relocation Supervisor

There was a great ainjount; of confidence among the WHA
staff mesilDers that interest In the problem of Japanese«
Americans could be gotten to the smaller communities
through the channels of the church« The letter which
was intended to sound out the congregations did not bring
many inquiries. However, the amount of education which
resulted was considerable* Many ministers discussed
the evacuation in group tneetings and study groups, A
few of the churches wrote for literature and asked for
assistance in scheduling a speaker for Stmday School
p study classes. The Presbyterian Church, Delaware
BFD, the Presbyterian Church of Wooster, and St* Paul
Evangelical Church of New Bremen, Ohio, coianninicated with

the WRA office and offered assistance In establishing now
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hoznes in the dooimmity for ths s1p&i08&s Serio&neu On
the whole, the results were dlsappointlzig*”

These experiences Idd to a re-examination of methods
for enlisting isore aofciv© support from the ehurches* Ob-
viously there was a great deal of work to b© done. The
Ne 4 personnel, navez sidequat® to man all the various
types of aaminfetpative, public relations, housing,
employment, counseXIng# and reports fop the Cleveland
AoCa and Washingtoa, imdertook to work directly with tha
ministers* Thd z*elocatlon officers xoade dlz»ect contacts
and carried th© program to as Hiany individual ministers
as possible, eonsiderlng the Xitslted staff. A speciflo
means of helping was oumned and gr du&Uy, as the
program grew older and experience weighed more heavily#
th© Heloeatlon Office developed a soiaewhat successful
liaison with chtiroh organizations*

A great deal of favorable public illations and
direct assistance came out of this program, whiLch
included appointment or isinisters or church leaders to
Comsnmlty EesettXeisent Coimsitteesf aeqiaalntlzig the
ministers and church groups with new dO©v®Ilopu»nts In tha
program, supplying thes, with literature and pamphlets,
sending the names of new arrivals to the ministers”
contributing to church programs by supplying speakersf

assisting in planning and glring church parties, requesting

AApproximtely four thousand letters were mailed* Cfe
WE4 files and recordse
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ohureh assistanee In finding housing and accumulating

used furniture for resettiers who needed a start, co-
operating with churches in I"uiXding lines of communication
between center i*esidents and church membership, and promot-
ing employment possibilities such as secretarial positions
and caretaker jobs with the churcli or through the church
businjess men*

Of the Protestant churches In Columbus, the follow-
ing made major contributions to the success of the
resettlement program:

Rev. Harry 0+ Ford Tenth Avenue Baptist Ohureh

Hev. Robert A. Byler  Maple Grove Methodlst Church
Br* Harold Lancaster King Avenue Ifethodist Church

Dr« 0+ M Coulter North Broadway Ifethodist Church
Rev* 6* Lackland Indianola Methodist Chxirch

Dr* Boynton Merrill Congregational Christian Church
Dr. Roy A. Burkhart First Community Church

Rev. Robert W Fay Trinity Episcopal Chnroh

Rev. Francis Ricker First Unitarian Church

Rev# Almo ITh pp St« Stephens Episcopal Church
Milton Colemn Friends Church, West Columbus
Br. W. H. fhoinpson Ohio Council of Churches

In the cocmimlties in Central Ohio the most active

supporters of the program were

Rev* Dale A. Flers Disciples of Christ, Kewapk
Rev* Russell W*Shepherd First Presbyterian, Zanesville
Hev. Roland Carter Methodist Church, Zanesville
Harold P* Jensen United Presbyterian, Mt« Perry
Rev* Joseph A* HowelX Congregational Church, Radnor
Rev. James Wyler Federated Church, North Jackson
Rev* £«J*A« St« Louis  Grace Methodistf LIxna

Rev* TJ.Xi* Mackey United Church, Wooster

Protestant organization of a non-sectarian nature
helped in the social and religious orient tion of Japansse_

Azserloan resettlers. Foremost was the Friends Service
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Committee* Its direetorf Jaek Cavanaugh, employed Alko
Yoshihashl as office secretary In Junsf 1945* IThe Cavanaughs
extended the hospitality of their 16106 to resettlers
until they could obtain housing*

Mrs* Lorenzo Fish, an &ggz*63slve leader and Presi-
dent of the Federation of Church Womsa, Columbus, was An
active supporter of the program and a Bjeinber of the
Columbus Resettlement Committee* The War Reloeation
Authority did not maka as zmxch of her leadership as it
should have done* This was one of th© public contacts
that should bmivb been promoted eonstantly with work of
one kind or another* [?he fact that It was not done snist
rest In the responsibility of the Columbus office*

Major Qeorgd Oruikshank of the Salvation hrmj,

594 South High Streetf opened the Social Service Center
to Japanese-Asoericana# and extended the services of
trucks for emergency us© in moving furniture* When the
Columbus hostel was opened In August 1945# the Salvation
Army contributed most of th© reconditioned furniture at
a very low cost, and transported donated furniture from
other parts of th© city to th© hostel*

The 1T"W«O»A« and the in Coluifibna were
among the first of th© lay religious organizations to
extezid a weloosie to the Hlsel* Terry Xemoto, one of th©
first girls to come to the cltyf was employed by the

Sh© worked fie a secretary and as an instructor
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In handicraft arts# Alice Takauchi worked part-time at
the serving as desk clerk during the evening hoxirs.
Sbs was employed regularly by the State C*I.O« office
in the Hartsian Building* fhe T«M*C.A. employed two Nisei
girls as secretaries and typists. Housing was made
available to som of the early comers. The Ohio State
University T.M#C.A«, which was directed by Cecil Thomas,
has employed two Nisei girls as office secretary and one
Is now holding that position® Other employers and bene<-»
factors in this early days of resettlement in Central OMo
were: The Ohio Council of Ghurchos, Capital University,
Otterbein College, th© liutheran Printing Press, and this
Wooster Y*W«C»A* Ne©8O liMtitutions employed Nisei girls
as secretaries, office clerks, and typists*

The Columbus Council of Churehes, with headquarters
in the Central Y*M.C*A#, was organized in the spring of
1945* It ca”™e Into tbs picture too late to assist
materially with the work of resettlement* Its Executive
Secretary, Rev. Donald Timerman, has expressed his Interest
in the post-WRA period and has becoine a member of the
Columbus Resettlement Gosimitt©O*

Tbs Horth End Friends Ifeeting and individual
meisbers of th© Meeting, have from tbh© very early days
of evacuation shown a truly Christian spirit in meeting
th© challenge to Christian democracy which was presented

by th© arrays evacuation of th© West Coast Japanese
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population. Nisei, Xssei™® and £Ilbelt all came within the

isdanlng of their homan and charitable works* Their
contrlimtloiui la time and material resources is beyond
estlomte* Professor Charles Blackman, Dorothy Blackman,
Professor Ralph Powell, Maud Powell, Cecil Thomas, BaXen
WIinnemoj?©, Emily Tinsley, Jack Cavanaugh, and Lynn
Rohrbaugh gave generously of their tiiao In helping the
evacuees to 3*eallze a msastire of security Jiapplness

in tbelr new horseb. Specifically they furnished temporary
lodging, surveyed the city for living quarter , introduced
newcomers to other resettlers, invited sisall groups to
tiheir li s for informal gpt-togeth6rs, elmnn©led ©mpioy
isent opportunity s and tips on housing to the WHA office,
sponsord a Columbus hostel, and were always in the van-
guard af conanunity thinking in challenging Unchristian
and undemocratic aetlvitlas* The contributions of the
Friends of Columbus have been many, and because of the
fundamentsilly Christian source from imich they c&m, they
are not finished*

On the whole# the churoh i?efl©et©d the confused
thinking of the msm©rship* Sharp and conflicting
opinions cut across the eongregations* P® intense
natlonallstio feeling that has been common to the dis_
sentlng proteetant church was present* Too little was
known about the An»rican-born children of Japanese

immigrants* They were generally classed with the enemy
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across the Pacific* Sections of the Midwest were still
insulated from any foi*©ign Influence, protected even from
the history of our own Aiaerican-born citizens, by the
press as represented by the Chicago Tribune, the Bearst
papers, and their followers. Ministers and groups within
some of th© denominations worked hard to bring the true
meaning of the evacuation to their congregations* They
pointed out that it was questionably constitutional,
inhuumn, undemocratic, and based upon racial prejudice*
These ministers, aided by thousands of sincere church
people, accoispllshed imieh In clearing the paths for the
Journey back to Anierioan life for thousands of Nisei and
their parents*

1&*8. Rose Sujgariuan, Director of the Schonthal Center,
555 East Rich Street, organizsed interest among th© Jewish
people of Golunibus. At th© outset of th© prograui she co-
operated with tbs WRA office in a project to bring a
resettler to the city and give her employment in th©
handicraft department of the Schonthal Center* She
assisted in public relations work with the Jewish lay
organizations by arranging a special program for the
As8 olate Relocation Officer to meat with th© Columbus
Club for Jewish Vomen. TIi© meeting, which was 1101d at
th© Athletic Club in Jund, 1945f resulted in th© disseminat-
ing of informtion to a very intelligent audience, one
which was conscious of the problems of the Japanese -Ansarloans:

(The Catholic Interest in th© resettlement prograxa in
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Central Ohio was centered mainly in th© Bishop of the
Central Ohio Diocese* The Catholic Church was concerned
with the charitable and religious administration to
Japanese-Ainericans nrho were Bieinbers of the Roman
Catholic faith*

St. Eitafs Hospital, Lima; Sister H 2entine of
Mt. Carmel Hospital, Columbus Sfc* ry*8 of th© Spring
College, and ths Catholic Woroen*s League of Columbus
were helpful in the resettiment of five J panBse~An»ricans

in Lima and ColTirobus*
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PUBLIC ACCEPTANCE

GOTOUNITY PARTICIPATION - EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS

It was the opinion of WHA personnel that the numer-
ous cosmrunities in Central Ohio which supported Christian
denominstlonal colleges offered more initial advantages
and opportunities than some of the industrial and agri-
cultural localities* The background of th©s© college

reflected more unprejudiced feeling because
of the sprnkling of educators in the oonacunlty and the
experience of the townsjjeople who had had some social
or business connections with Japanese-American students
or Japanese Nationalist students In pre-war days*

To@ colleges, and ©specially those that had no Army
or Navy training programs, were educational sources
which were open to the Hisel youth whose education had
been interrupted by the evacuation, and the senior
members of the center high wchools, who were beginning
to finish pre-college work in December of 1942# Many of
these youth ¢ In fact the majority - needed the help of
local churches, scholarship foundations, and people who
would direct them to sources of part;-tilne employment*
Evacuation had taken a heavy toll in family incomes*
Great 10sses had I>©en suffered in leaving or selling
hozoes and business. The adults of working age in the
centers were paid from #12 to 16 a montti for labor on

one of the mny projects. So few families had the means

to send thelp children to college*
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Collages in Ohio accepted Japandse-Aiserioan students
as early as the autumn of 1942* In 1942 and 19 over
fifty Nisei boys and girls had enrolled in Oberlin,
Wooster, Ohio Wesleyan, Dennison™ Muskingum, and Otterbein
Colleges*

Th© task of exploring the college cominunities for
educational and relocation opportunities was assumed by
the Columbus WRA office* In Jiay 1943, Professor E* L*
Dakan addressed letters to th© leading denominational
colleges in central Ohio.1 In this let;te® he called on
the presidents of th© colleges to assist in building
resettlemexit; comndtitees of public-spirited business
njen, representatives of the Ministerial Association, and
the college, to assist in finding new homes for Japanese-

A2D6ricanB#,,2

Thor© was a pronrpt reaction from the eolleges*

A Il xpressed an interest jln the work ol* the WR* Added
encouragement cam© from Ohio Wesleyan, Wooster, Antioch,

and whez'e eoimnmees wep rorsiod
or suggestions mad© for the membership of th© committee
Some educators were eonfused* President Tulloss of

Wi ittenberg College wrote to Professor Dakan on August 5

iohlo Wesleyan University, Dennison University, \Wittenberg
Sol_lege,_t ttertein College, Antioch College,” and Wooster
niversity.

2Reprinted from a letter of July 27 addressed to Br,

Herbert J. Bxirgstaler, President of Ohio Wesleyan
University*
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that it was "the judgment of the Presidential Consnittee
that the proximity to Wright and Patterson Fields and
the large aroount of defense industry in Springfield makea
it unwise to encourage th® placing of Japanese families
in Springfield or of inviting Japanese-Americans to enroll
at Wittenberg College. o this Dalcan responded in a
letter dated September 9,1943:

Ifely 1 say that | believe there are certain

faets which th© cojmnittee has appairentXy over-

looked which | should like, in this letter,
call to your attention*

ThO United States Government, through its
angularly constituted agencies which include
the Army, Navy, Federal Bureau of Investigation,
and the War Relocation Authority, is aware that
it is essential to protect all wap industries
not only from persons of Japanese descent, but
from Gerjsaxi® Italian”™ Xrlsh9 or any other race
or breed of nman who raight hinder our war effort*
Th© govemmnt would not be en%aged in this
enterprise If the relocation of these people
constituted a danger to our internal securitye3

This confusion was not confined to Wittenberg Ool-
legej it was shared by other institutions in the state*
Long negotiations were conducted by WHA officials with
Ohio State TTniversity, Ohio University, and Western
Reserve University.® Th» Japan©se-Ainerlean Relocation
Student Council, Philadelphia, carried th© major burdon
of opening the doors of colleges* In 1942 and 1943

several hundred Nisei youth had enrolled in the smaller

Slattor, £«L. Dakan to President Tulloss, Sept. 9 ,1945.

Cleveland Press, Sept* i@, 1944* AWestern Reserve
WtFBan oFsTsei-s
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colleges throughout the land* But this was not the whole
story* 170 great universities, particularly the land
grant colleges of the Middle West and large institutions
with heavy endowments, had "war contractsll which were
defined as secret and oonfldential by Araiy and Navy
Intelligence departments. Restricted action had t>een
placed upon the ®©arolliaent of Japanese-American students*
Thus the American_born Hisei found theBsslves eaughi;
between the invitations of co-operating local citizens
and tha military branch of th© government; which sought;
to restrict enrollment on the grounds that if xmrestricted
enrollment were permitted it xslght eiaperil military
contracts and research In the laboratories#

This dualism was bewildering to nauy thinking people*
They could not \mderstand why American-born citizens
were denied the same privileges as other youth* In tb»
years of 1942745~ Ohio State Oniversity had students
from ©very state In the Union and from foreign countries#
Exchange students from th© Latin Am@rlean countries,
where fascism had spread its political poison in schools
and in public and private life, wei*e enrolled in the
University and pursued their studies without apparent
interruption op discomforting supervision from the War
Department* But this Is a topic to which we shall
return after looking at the results that ean© from the

missionary work in th© college and University communities#



Mr* Dakan98 letter stimulated interest in Delaware,
01110 and a meeting of the Ministerial Associated invited
him to address th© group on th6 probltHi of fda BUp_
rooted Japanese-Americans*ll The meeting was held in
October 1943 and resulted in organized support for the
adjustment and integration of Nisei college youth and a
family into the community life* In March of 1944, Ed
Takahashi came from Poston, At zona, and after a few days
In Central Ohio he met Lynn Rohrbftughf who operated a
small printing business in his home and who owned a
farm which was run down** H employed Ed to remodel
the house and work about the farm, building up the
EEEN
EEENE r
was to receive $100 a monthf fans products such as meat,
eggs, vegetables™ and fruit, and h© waa to repair and
mek© habitable the old farm house for his living
ters. jTalia Takahashi, Ed*s wife, waited \mtll school
was over at the Poston Relocation Center before joining
£d in Ohio* In July she brought the family of six
children* Four of fdiemwere of school age and the oldest
was fourteen years olde When Julia arrived she faced
heart*breaklng hardships* The well to supply the water

had not been drilled; the plumbing tor piping water

Into the house had not been put in because of lack of

The Hohrbaugh far® was located four miles from
Delawaree
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priority; the electricity was held up - again for
priority reasons* As the summer wore on, however,
improvements were made and by fall the house was mde
liveablee

Throughout this difficult period the Presbyterian
Church helped with Christian good fellowship and all
the Takahashi” attended the church* When Ed moved to
a fruit farm six miles from his first hore he continued
to attend the Presbyterian Church. Members of the church
were old friends, and when in Hoveraber 1945 the writer
saw Julia helping to prepare the t\irk©y dinner that was
to be given in the little church, he could not help but
think that this family had realized some happiness In
Its search for a new hoiue. Certainly some of the anguish
of relocation days was gonee

The collective effort of a liandful of people In
Delaware made It possible for the Takabashi family to
take root in the community and to find fch re 9 sens© of
belonging and a welcon© in the everyday lifs© of the
community#

Nine Nisei students have enrolled in Ohio Wesleyan
University since the fall of 19421 one of the first,
Georg® Un©mura, Minidoka Relocation Center, was elected
president of tha Senior Class for 1946#@

Another example will illustrate the help which

6Th© Columbus Diajjatch, Hoveraber 2 7 ,1945*
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flowed from the solidarity of community leadership when
that leadership enlisted the co-operation of the church
and school# In a letter to Everett Dakan, Charles F*
Wishart, President of Wooster College, Wooster, Ohio,
wrote:

I think | wotild suggest th© following sls members

of the committee ich you describe In your

letter of July 27.

John D. Overbold; R. Bethke, Ohio Experi-

msnt Station; Mary Z. Johnson, Wooster

College; and Guy Richard, Secretary of the@

Board of Trade.”®
Through these comnirunity leaders and others who became
Interested, directly or Indirectly from their activities,
ten Hlsei students have attended college at Wooster*
The Y.W*C,A. selected a Nisei girl as office secretary*

I"p. Francla 3» Howldtt of the United States Agri-
cultural Experiment Station, Wooster, accepted the
applications of many Nisei boys who had specialized or
worked in the field of ag:?on my* The office of the War
Relocation AutllOr*ity lircemglTt ©xperienced 11 to his
attention and the Experiiuent Station employed three
young men in the work of* expex“mental grain adaptation
to soils and climate, and In the productivity of green-

house soils* William ~amzakl, formerly of Berkeley,

~August 3 , 1943*
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California and Topaz Relocation Center, was employed in
PGbruax»y 1944 and with his wife, Sue, and their yotmg
son they became pernanent I”esidents of the Wooster
community*

fony Takashiraa, who had taken post-graduate work at
Lincoln, Nebraska, was ezoployed In Swob of 1944 as
chemist and has conducted research In greenhouse soils
for the Experiment Station. Tony helped to bring other
3?©80Cttlers to the Wooster area through his constant
Interest in th© resettlement prog.*aia*

In May of 1945# Yoshl© lata, a young fflan from Heart
Mountain Relocation Center, accepted a position with the
Agricultural Experiment Station. He ran soli tests In
the greenhouse area of northern Ohio and carried on
statistical research at Wooster* His family, Including
a sister and his mother, moved to Ohio in Ju ly,h1945*

Community acceptance in Wooster was favorable beoaus©
there wei?e a few influential people in the college and
the town who helped the Japanese-Americans to adjust*
Housing was found through tbe co-operative efforts of
friends* The students of Wooster College encoimtered
few disagreeable experiences* They were socially
accepted by tlm student body and found a rounded experi-
ence in the college and in the Circle of student friends#

A recognized Professor of Mathemtics at Denison

University, Dr* H. Kato, Issel, remained In his position
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throughout the war. Hs was subject to the wartime
restriction on the siovement and travel of aliens, and so
remained quietly in the little village of Granville*
Wherever possible ha rendered whafc help he could give

to the resettlement program* Mos Eoshide and his wife
relocated from the Minidoka Relocation Center in May,
194S through the hospitality of Kato* Hoshld© was
a jeweler and watoh repairiaan bSfoa? evacuation in
Seattle, Washington* After sioving to Granville he worked
In his house repairing watches fox* local jewelers. He
was not successful In opening his own shop because of
local feeling. In the fall of 1945 he returned to his
forsjsr home in Seattle, Washington*

Many Nisei students attended Denison University
during 1945-1945 school terms# Their social life,
although circularcril®ed by the provincial narrowness of
the village, was full and satisfactory In the company
of student friends and the campus activities of the
student body*

Otterbein College, located in Westerville, Ohio, a
village north of Columbus, was one of the first schools
to admit Hisei studants. The President, Dr* Hufus Howe9
helped the WRA to organize a small resettiment committee*
There was some prejudice in Westerville ishen the first
Nisei students enrolled in Januai?y,1943« It showed
itself in th© business section and localized in spots

life© the barber shopse President Hw© offset this
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influence by his public illations work with the leaders
of the community. He spoke before groups and conversed
effectively with fellow-meinbers of luncheon clubs* Be
had the support of F.O* Clements, a retired engineer,
who had been one of the pioneer research men with General
Motors Research Laboratory. In 1944 Clements
employed Zennosuk© Uehimoto of (Hla River, as gardener
and Mrs# Uchimoto as housekeeper at his home in Wester-
ville « The Uohlmotos on© daughter in Wisconsin
and a daughter, Laura, who lives with them in Westerville.
Laura Is a senior In the local high school and has
te BO completely integrated Into the communitys Her
high school activities program is broad; she is a member
of the school orchestra, girlsl glee club, debating team,
and the 1Y 8

Other college communities wber© students are enrolled
and where acceptance has been won after a period of
education in the backwaters of the community business
and residential sections are Heidelberg College at
Tiffin; Wilmington College, Wilsjington; Muskingum College
at Hew Concordj Blixffton College, Bluffton; and Ohio
University (a state-supported school) at Athens*

The support of the Christian colleges was an impor-
tant aid In the relocation and education of many Nisei*
The table below Illustrates the significance of these

college cofiununities in resettlement in Central Ohio*



39

RESETTIEMENT XK OEKTR4AL OHIO COMMIHITIES
OOTSIIEE THE COLOMBUS DISTRICT, 1943-1945

Athens-Ohio University
Bellefontaina
Bluffton-Bluffton College
Covington

Delaware”™ Ohio Wesleyan
Oaaibier, Kenyon College
Granville, Denison Univ*
Greenville

LIm

Mansfield

Marysville

Milford Center

Mount Vernon

Newark

New Concord-Muskingum College
Springfield, H«P*D*
Tiffin-Heldelberg College
Westerville, Otterbeln College
Wilmington, Wilmington College
Wooster, Wooster Colleg©

fotal Evacuee
Rdsettlement Population
Figures As of Jan.l
1946

2 0
4 0
3 X
1 0
19 14
5 1
11 6
1 0
15 1
10 4
3 0
4 0
12 12
2 0

5
4 4
5 0
10 7
2 1
18 12
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EMPLOY!6NT, COVMMUNITY PAETICIPATION, COVAINITY ADJUSTMENT,
AND HOUSING IN SPRINGFIELD, ZAHESVILLE, KEWARK, MANSFIELD,
km LIM.

Outside Columbus there were other cities in Central
Ohio which indicated possible resettlement opportunities*
Mansfl©ld and Lima had large industries as well as many
small and diversified activities* Wages were high and
labor scarce* Mewark, Zanesville, Springfield, and
Marion were looked upon as likely communities where a
limited relocation program might be undertakens These
latter cominunitjB s were not so highly industrialized as
Lima and Mansfield, wages were lower, and the past history
reflected more conservative a tone than either Lima or
Mansfie Id* Ifhey did, however, have war industries and
War Manpower reports listed thaxn In the second and
third categories of critical manpower needs

It was useless to circularize these eoMDimitlee in
order to gpt complete coverage, because it had been demon-
strated in the publicity work of 1943, to farmers and
ministers, that the returns were out of all proportion to
the time spent on th© preparation and mailing of the

material#”

The Central Ohio office, therefore, undertook to

~sLabor Reports of the War Manpower Commission, December,

"Se© the topics titled Mhurch©s,** HIAgriculture
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explore these co unities ty direct personal surveys /

A thorough investigation was nmed®© of coimmmity sentiment;,
labor needs, housing, church responsiveness, employer
ana labor attitudesf and co-operation of county, state,
and federal agencies. In short, interviews were held with
the most likely individuals who might (collectively) give
a fair estimate of the opportunities for successful

resettlement*

Springfield, Ohio, the first community to be surveyed,
proved to be a dud. Employers and minis ters were only
mildly interested in the labor supply and need of the
resettlers to find new homes for relocation* Other
leaders in the coimnunity were of the opinion that there
was no labor shortage In the comimmity»4 Some were appre-
hensive of th© racial problem. During the 1920*s, Spring-

field had been the scene of a race riot between the Hegroes

AThis _survey was conducted In February and March,1945*
The Relocation Officers of th© Columbus district bad
made many trips to these communities, but owing to th©
pressure of work and the necessity of being in the
Columbus office, had not spent sufficient time in the
coirammities to evaluate their resettlement possibili-
ties* When William Mackey was appointed Associate
Relocation Officer in February, 1945, the staff was
sufficiently reinforced to undertake additional assign-
mfent|$ which re quilled painstaking work and a great deal
of tlioe-

"The Secretary of the Chamber of Commerce, Superintendent
of the Public Schools, President of Wittenber Co!lege,
The County Agricultural Agent, the head of t Unite
States Employment Service, and the Director of P*P.M*

In th© Spring of 1943, Professor E.L. Dakan had worked
with th© county agricultural agent in presenting the
availability or Japanese-American labor for farm
employment* The country agricultural board at that



and whites, and eoramunity spokesmen thought that the
introduction of Japanese+Americans into the coromunity
might revive the racial disturbances* It appeared that
the underlying fear in Springfield was a renewal of the
racial troubles, which twenty years before had resulted
In the calling in of the national Giiard to quell the
disorderse

Newark and Zanesville, meditun-slzed cities, were
visited following the unsuccessful effort In Springfield*
In Newark, Donald Shaeffep of th© Owens Fiber Glass, W*T.
Ennor and L*C« Acklin of the Alumimim Company of America,
Ferber Marshall of the Ferris Rubber Company® and H*L.
Haddocks of the Maddocks Construction Engineers were
interviewed for employment possibilities* John H*
Giltiert of th® War Manpower Commission was also int©x»_
vieweds WO received no employiaent offers from these con-
tacts except a proais© from th© AltunimuB Company of
America that Japanese-Americans would be interviewed for
office positions and laboratory jobs. H. L. Maddocks of
the Maddocks Construction Company wanted a couple to work
on his farm estate and offered ¢50 a month for their
servicese

Palmer Jones, the County Agricultural Agent, had co-

operated with th© Columbus Office. In 1944 he had notified

Ullt(i;r?]gtrngld passed a resolution against the employment of
Japanese In Clark Qoxmty agriculturee This feeling had
spread to Champaign and Madison Counties, and the
Rﬁzlocation program niade no successful resettlement in
this area*
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all the fruit, grain, and dairy farmers that Japan©se-
American labor was availables During that season we
placed on© evacuee on a general farm near Cli®anville*

The boy who was placed was a Kibei* He worked fop James
Slayter, an executive of the Onens-Fiber Glass Company*»
Be was a steady worker and learned general fanning very
fast* His ©Biployer was fully satisfied and was sorry to
see him drafted in kngnst,1944*

During our visit to Hewark in Pebmiary,1945,
paliser Jones was again belpful* HO personally conferred
with Sally Jones, a wealthy far® owner and nationally
known breeder about the employment of a family on her
estate On Febrmry 14,1945, he wrote to the Colusibus
Office after a prellminapy stlirvey of farm needs. His
letter throws some light on the difficulties that were
encountered In finding homes and employment for Japan®©se-
Americans on Ohio farms*

Dear Ur* Spicers
We have been investigating the possibility
of placing Japanese-American families on farms

In Licking County, and find about 80¢ of the

people objecting to the idea* For this reason
we are not at present taking an aggressive atti-
Japanbse Tamiigs.S Ve il howevor, iAform

those persons desperate for help of the possi-
bilities and point out that if they are Interested

®The evacuee received |50 a month and room and board* He
became quit© well known in th© e unity because of his
personal habits of cleanliness*

~Housing accommodations were a Number Orne consideration
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wo will b@ glad to put them in touch with War
Relocation authorities to work out a prospec-
tive placement of a Japan©se-Aiaerlcan family*

Ore such fariaer is J«P« and H.H. Walker,
Woodbind Farms, Box 226, Gaiabiar, Ohio. Mre
Walker would be interested in hiring a
Japanese-Aiaerican family* He has a tenant
house with electricity, furnishes four hundred
pounds of pork, fuel, flour, one acre of
garden,l/2 gallon of milk, and will pay pre-
vailing or better wages. The nature of the
work Is varied. HO has heavy machinery, such
as combine, pick-up baler, etc*, beef cattle,
piirebred sh©ep# and orcharding*

Very sincerely yo\irs#

(Signed) Palmep Jones
County Agricultural Agent7

Again on Pebrviary 16, Palmer Jones wrote to us that
he had arranged for a meeting of the County Paris Labor
Committe© to discuss seasonal labor requirements and
the feasibility of using JapanesesAmericans*® fhls
meeting was held on Febrtiary 26, in th© Licking County
Courthouse”™ Newark. The Relocation Officer spoke to
about fifty grain, dairy, and fruit farmers* Th® only
interested farmer was J*P* Walker, and the relationships
established with him during the meeting resulted in a
future relocation arrangement for th© resettleiuent of

two fainilles of twelve personsln March, a general

of Relocation Officers in Interesting evacuee families
in farm labor. Th© most promising combination of
©mployment and acceptable housing from the viewpoint of
the evacuee was generally found on the country estate.
Tenant houses were kept In good state of rapir and war©
modern or semi-modern*

~Palmer Jones to Carl L* Spicer, February 14 ,1945*

8paliner Jones to Carl L* Spicer, February 16# 1945*
"December,1945*
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farmer, Mr. W. S* Pisk of RPD # 1, Newark, placed an
employment offer with the Goiurabus WRA officee The wages
were good - $100 a month with farin produce and housing.
But the housing was poor* It was 9 log cabin, o®©
hundred or more years old. There was no water* Two
evacuees were interested In the place tout when they aaw
the tenant house they lost all Interest in the offer*

IS RCOv. Dale A+« Fiers of the Disciples of Christ
Church, Hewark, helped to promote the resettlement
program in the community. He attempted to enlist the
support of his congregation in providing ©mployroent and
housing for a family* The church needed a care-taker,
and h© placed an offer with the WRA office. The employ-
ment offer was circularized to all th© x*elocation centers
but there wo6 no accOpt;aiices»

Zanesville, Ohio, a pottery town, which had received
some stimulation from the miration of war plants as
sub-production or assembly centers, was surveyed in Pebru-
ary.

Ernest Sn©ll# Manager of the United States Employ-
ment Service, was intelligent on the subject of Japanese-
American resettlement, but was noncommittal on the
reaction of the employer and labor representatives to
resettleroent of Japanese_Amei»icari labore There was need

for labor in the pottery industry, the Rational Battery
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Company, he Timken Roller Bearing Company, and the glass
factory# Wages, which were flxsd by the War labor Board,
were low* The jobs which ware open paid 60™ - 65/ pep
hour for males and 50¢ per hour for wojjjen*

Th© farm needs war© limited to a few possibilities
on fruit farms and speciali:»d turkey and poultry farms*
William Bembower, Acting County Agent, assisted the
Relocation Officers by referring two offers to the
Columbus WRA office. These offers were channeled through
the Farm Emergency Labor Office, Ohio State University#,

Conferences were held with Larry HOss, Secretary of
the Chamber of Commerce; Ernest Sndllf War Manpower o ffi-
cial; William Bembower, Acting County Agricultural Agent;
E.J* Schwltzer, Superintendent of Tiiaken Roller Bearing
Company; WIndIsh9 President of the Roseville Pottery,
Inc*; Frank Black of the National Battery Company; Perry
Wilson, Y.M~C.A. ,Te©n-Ag© Club Secretary; Gertrud© Stanley,
Secretary of the Y*W«C.A«; Mrs* Urula Benson, Director
of the Benson Hursing Home; Rev. Roland Carter, Methodist
Chureh; and Rev* Russell Shepherd of the First Presbyterian
Church*

Th© work In Zanesville did not result In the r©loca«
tion of any Japanese-American families, but favorable pub-

lic relations we© built up with th© Y.W*C*A. and a contlnu-

E u [ | ) [ ]
Brothers, turkey growers of Cumberland, Ohio*
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StanleyThrouglx her efforts a strong inter racial
council was formed and an active program adopted for tha
1945-46 winter season* The War Relocation Authority was
given the opening engagement. on this program and the
reception of the council lassibers was sincere and enthusi-
astic*”

A few islles from Zanesville, the litle village of
New Concord nurtures the old Presbyterian College#
ISuskingUBi, and to the east the V®terans Hospital for th®
treatment of th© wounded is located in the Ifeiskinguis
hills. Many Nisei students have enrolled In Muskingum
Colleges It was one of the first schools in Ohio to
accept Japanese-Americans* Th© Veterans* Hospital had
cares for Hisei boys wounded In the European zone* The
Janesville Y*W*C«A, had taken a personal inte3*est in the
boys andgirls from Muskingxun, and has extended its
hospitality to Nisei who came into the city*

Mansfield, Ohio, presented one of the best localities
for resettlement activities. The coimmmity was progressive
In caring for the welfare of its citizens. ThO© schools

were modern and enjoyed good administration and well-trained

widelv publicized in the centers, there was no interest
evacuees. The offer included employment for
A N"opl™ ~ther, father, and two girls f working

a”Ttfact as nurses. The salary was $200 with a
modern apartment and food*

MNHOVGINLEBP 15 , 1945#
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teachers* Wages wei»e high and the unions and management
got along* Ther© was a great deal of comsunity pride
and progressive le diership in public affairs*

Its industrisil history wets steady and all through
Ifds ;0 *s ages p©Brined high and there wer© r®©lativeiy
few unemployed-.: Its industrial strength was due to
the numerous honie factories which had been successfully
developed by and held in the ownership of local capitale
The Ohio Brass Company, the fappan s tov©® Company, The
Barnes Manufacturing Company, and the Ideal Electric
Manufacturing Company were local industries with financial
strength and national recognition of fd© products The
Westinghouse Electric Company and the Mansfield Tire and
Rubber CoiDpany .?epr©sents d outside interestse

Japanese-Aznerleans had resettled in Mansfield in
1945 and 1944. Two of these early resettiers had gone
on to New York, but Tokuki Furuta lived in Mansfield
until drafted into the tJ.s. Arined Forces* H had cosj©
down from Cleveland and secured a job in a cigar stores
Cornrnunity reception had been good. Chick sexsrs spent;
two months of each year in Mansfield, and enjoyed friendly
relations with the employers and townspeople*

Housing was difficult in Kansfield but not as tight

as in other consmunities, such as a3 Columlms* The

15Prora oral conversations with tha Executive Secretary

of the Goummity War Chest, the Secretary of the Chamber
of Gommeree, and the Treasurer of tin© County

Committee*
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surveys by the WRA showed some apartments In the hotels,
rooms in private homes, and a number of tenant and
servants* quarters on ©states sind farm-estates*

It was possible to maeke a careful study of th©
cross-section of Mansfield cousaunity because of the
publie-relations which had been built up in the cominunlty
years before by WIllianj Mackey, Associate Relocation
Officer* He had served as chaplain at the Boys Reformatory
and he had mny friends axoong the business and profes-
sional rosn of the city.

Conferences were held with the following Industrial

and business leaders in the concnunity:

Roger Black, President The Ohio Brass Oor

Mrse Jane Williams. Ex. Secy. Mansfield Coimnunity Fund
Charles £. Payne, Mgr. Sttihldrebers Floral Co.
Otis Sowash Sowaah Cleaning Co*
Robert Mahler, Mgr* CoacRercial Motor Freight
John Routzen, Secretary Chamber of Commerce
Dwight McCullough, Vic© Pres. Barnes Manufacturing Co*
William Locke, Mayor City of Mansfield
George L. Braffton, Mgr* The Ohio Brass Company
A« J» Goldsmith CIothln? Store

Glen Vinson, President Ideal Electric Mfg, Co#

Reese Mills, Asst.Vice Pres*  Westinghouse Mfg« O
Prank Berkie, Personnel Mgr*  Mansfield “ire & Rubber Co.

The liistorical background and the aims of the WEA pro
gram were discussed with the secretaries of the T, the
leading clergymen, officials of the C.1.0, the Superinten-
dent of Schools, the County Agricultural Agent, the War
Manpower Director, and many s 11 business nen and sub-
soiltracting machine tool plantse ThO© editor of the
Mansfield Journal was interviewed and agreed to co-operate

in the resettlement program*
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At this late day in resettlement, th© District WRA
offices were primarily Interested in the placenjent of
Issel and family groups. A special effort was nede in
Mansfield to find opportunities on th© many estates on
th© outskirts of* the and in thB hotels where housing
was fiirnished# Two ejuployment offers resulted from this
survey* Employment offers were received from Olenn
Vinson, ldeal Electric Manufacturing Corapany, for a
couple to work in his homes Earl Bates, Manager of th©
Pairview Hotel, worked out a plan to employ all the
memiDers of a family; the parents were to take charge of
cooking and cleaning, the boys to hop bells, and the
girls of working age were to operate the elevators*M4

fensfield tal Products Coiapany, The Barnes
Manufacturing Gecm”?iny, and the Commercial Motor Freight,
Inc. opened amployirsent to Nisei and Issel applicants at
wages ranging from 60¢ an hour for unskilled labor to
85¢" and fX*00 an ho~sr for experienced mechanics and
machinists*»

Th© survey of th© Richland County farsi ensploysjent;
situation was co-or»dilnated with the work of George B*
Ganyard, Coimty Agricultural Agent# The type of farming

practiced was general farming and dairying* Grain

A"The wages offered by Glenn Vinson were too low to attract
a couple. The offer was orinally |65 a month and later
was raised to ¢75*

15A11 these offers war© channeled to the eicployinent offices
in the relocation centers* Inquiries from Issei about
the hotel job were received but several attempts to place
a family there ended without success*
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production supplied 3  of fclie local income* lar
potato farms and three orchards In the county had no
openings for Japan©se-Americans *

In tb© nursery and greenhouse industry a placement
was nmade with th© Stuhld.?eber Floral Company, Mansfield,
Hoy Teraishi of th© Heart Mountain Relocation Genter was
essployed for rose growing* In Juris, 1945, Hoy csise to
Mansfield with his wife, Fus&e, and theip two children,
Ben, four years, and June, one year, of agee The
ITaraishi family niade tbeir h Te in a remodeled apartinent
which was owned by the Floral companyt Tbair experience
in Mansfield has been a happy ono and Hoy bas proved g
steady and dependable worker*

$he W&r Relocation Authority in Colusibus maintained
a close liaision with the Mansfield comimnlty through
the office of Jan© Williams, Executive Secretary of the
Comimmity Eer friendly and co-operative spirit has
helped Immensely in preparing the conmnmifcy for Japanese-
American resettleiaente A letter written to Williani Mackey
Is broad In insight and understandiaig*-I*

| asa treisendously interested In the project
taking root luere in Mansfield because | believe
tb® smaller coi@nunities have need to deraonstrate
their real AmBricanism as well as tli© large

cities, and real Al Dricani8ffi logins with putting
democracy into action*

16jane Williams to W Illiaic Mackey, February 1 9 ,b1945#
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Resettlement pl®ns for Lliua, particularly for
family groups# was a jaattsr of Xexigthy delilDeration on
the part of the ColxiEtbus office staff* Both Spicer
and Mr. I<backey had & first-hand knowledge of the community
from previous lengtby residence there* Moreover earlier
attempts of Japanese-Americans to resettle there were met
with adverse presstir©e and active resistance. In the
spring of 1943, Calvin Seraa and his young wife had gone
there from the Cleveland Relocation office and were
employed by Howard Fletcher* Gaivin was employed as
gardener on Mr. Fletcher”™ estates A threatened boycott
of tho Lim Storage Battery Company, ownea by Fletcher
caused the eventual departure of Calvin from Liaa. He
eame to Coluisbus and secured a job on the ©state of a

local physician*/

I"Eelated to Carl Spicer and William Mackey by Wil33am
Fletcher# Cf» correspondence in the Cleveland Area
office addressed to Harold Flster®©.

Another unsuccessful resettlement attempt was mede by
Toro Schoonover, a pliilantlaropist and local capitalist#
HO employed a very talented young Hlsoi aouple to
manage a farm in the Lima rural az*eax After eight
months of unsuccessful attempts to adjust to the r\iral
comrmmity, the young couple moved to an eastern citye

William Xshlda, a graduate of a western university,
resettled in Lima In 1943 and zad® a success witii
the Ohio Woolen Mills*
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There was a critical manpower shortage in Lima* It
was the result of tremdndous wartime expansion of the Linaa
Locomotive Works, makers of tanks; the Westlinghous© Electric
Gompanyj and The Ohio Steel Fotindry; plus the partial
breakdown in coimnunity servicese **eee Jack of housing
and general inadequacy of community facilities, including
recreation, feeding facilities for Negroes, transportation,
schools, child care, health service, and sanitation.s
were the words of the Federal Council import*

Th© housing situation was critical. The city was
jammed with whites from th© southern states and drifting
labor from other sections of the country* There had been
a lai*gie moweicont of southern Ifegroes and their famill6 8
to Lima, to work In the Ohio Steel Foundrys ISany of th©
Negroes were crowded into flimsy trailer camps on th©
eity*s outskirtse There wsis a rawness about; the city
and a tenseness in the subnmrglnal living sections*

Teachers, public health workers, and concerned com
munity leaders were powerless to improve the situation*

In one school th© attendance reflected th© plLantlng season
in th© Kentucky mountains# ThO© children just didn*t go
and the parents backed them up. As one teacher put it,

w u can lisagine th© problems we face*1

IReport of the Federal Council, February,1945*
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The same detailed study was raade In Lima as had
been made In Mansfield* Employment offers were received
from the Lixsa Woolen Mills for twelve Hisel girls as
spinners and weavers* Tbe starting wag®© was 55¢ per
hour# After five weeks training the girls were to b©
advanced to 77¢ an hour. The plant was ®od©rn and
©quipped with new machinerys The work was light and
clean* Th© workers in the mill were organized under the@
C*1+0+ Textile Uxiion, and th© Union accepted Japanese-
Americans on the same basis as any other workers

The Iferchantsl Forwarding Coiapany employed Georg©
Hirota, Harry Ikegaml, and Minoru Canada fro® the Poston
Relocation Centere These men were automobile mechanics
and earned 90" an hoiir beginning wage, with time-and-a-

balf for overtin» (over 40 hours a week) and periodic

increases n_luam Jinttnie Henoto frois Heart Mqlntm

mechanlcs worked in Lima for a brief tisse and then went
on to Chicago*

Other ©inployroent offers were received from the
Ifeiuorial Park Cenjetery, and from Jervis and Zeller,
Architects* St* Rita’s Hospital employed Henry Ues3lllra

as a pharmaciste

AConfirming letter, William R* Reiser, Lima Woolen Mills,
to Carl L* Spicer, March 2 1, 1945*
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A conference with Ohio Steel Poundry officials
brought no results. Following a discussion with H. A,
Settlemlre, personnel manager, we received the following
letters

GentlOBiens

After discussing this with Kr. Dudley, h©
definitely states that wo are not Interested

\:vgsilgyo?e%?rﬁgt:o él%s\c/vt?gsldi%u?tgrthe? |.m.tt(?r*%

Because of the unsettled temper of the community,
the Relocation office from Columbus requested a small
group of people to act as a resettlement committ©©
advisory council* The eouncll was composed of Judge
Raymond Smith, Probate Judge, Allen County; Mildred
Phillips, Business Secretary of the Y.W*C#*; Betty
Collins, ease supervisor, Aid to Dependent Childi*en;
and Rev* E*J*A« St« Louis, pastor of the Grace Methodist
Chareh*

On December 2 1, when this paper is being written,
the Lima community had one r©settler* Fifteen evacuees
had lived In the community during th6é period May,1943
to December,1945* Pour had retxxrned to California,;
three had gone to New York City, foiir to Chicago, and
foiir had moved to Columbus*

The most successful resettlement ventiire was inade

by William Ishida* He canm© from the Gila River Relocation

"Letter, R. A. Settlemire, March 9 , 1945%
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Center and nmed®© his way in his job with the Lima Woolen
Mills and in the couusunlty* Bb spoke to many groups -
church and civic - and when H© left for Fresno in
Kovember,1945, ha counted mny close friends among all
types of people in Lima*

Henry Teshixna, mentioned earlier as phariaacist at
St« Rita<6 Hospital, is still In Llioa* (A resident
family, the head of which was proprietor of Jacque*s
Restaurant, and who died after the outbreak of the war,

has not loeen included in this population suinnazty«)
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EMPLOYMENT

Employment was th© first concern of the Japanese-
Americsin resettiler. His exile In the relocation centers
and the fears of prejudice which might be encountered on
the outside were conditioning factors in all th© later
efforts to relocate himself and his family. Prom offi-
cial ana tmofflcial soiarces he gathered a saoimtain of
information ¢ facts and myths, mingled in th© volume
of reports, letters, govemroent releases, and countless
other bits of information which flowed into the centers*

Letters from friends wer© the raost persuasive items
to con®© to th© attention of center residents#

Booming Industrial centers such as Chicago, Cleveland,
and Detroit, attracted large numbers of Nisei soon after
the exodus from th© centers began, and thei*e was a natural
pulling power once these r*esal:ti©rs had beeoias situated
and began writing back to th© centers* Smller cities
worG not; so popuXsir* Golusibus was one of* those roediuis—
sized cities which had no Initial advantages exeept that
It was a nice place to livee

The WHA office took what seemed to B© th© most
promising steps to secure suitable Qmplojrmont for resettlers

in th© city. Successively in May, J\me, and July of 1943
the staff conferred with Wai» Ifempower o fficials TJ.S.E.S*},

th® Governor, C.1.O* and A*F* of L. heads, managers and

su,pSi, InCnidoiit8 of fsicboi?l.©s™ 110 spifc&Xs™ pPz*0768s1.0zi™X find
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commercial business houses, Ciiamber of Commerce officials,
and employers in general*

Wade Hamiaond, Director of the TT.S.E.S. in May, 1943,
was helpful during these early months# His support was
indicated "by of Maby Isbaksiwa as comptometer
operator In the statistical department of the WM5 a
position which she held until th© spring of 1945. She
was accepted by laer fellow employees, but other qualified
office work rs who later applied were not employed* Sd
Broughton, employinent officer for Ohio (WMC) attributed
this to the influence of a few prejudiced departinent
heads and desk workers. Th© most outspoken was th®
assistant employinent manager f 5r Colusftms*

Sine© the U.S.E.S* was a clearing house for all
labor hired in war industry, the establishment of good
relations between WRA and was one of th© desir_
able alms of tha local officee-

From the point of view of ho© Relocation Officer,
the WMC was a go”“rnmental agency engaged in the crucial
task of recruiting manpower for the work of war produc-
tion. The i?eferral and recognition of the rights of
Japanese-Arnericans to earn a living in gainful eraployinent
was in line with the function of the WMC-USES* It there-
fore becaine a policy to cultivate good relations with tbe

top and "bottom of the USES pepsonnel* The Relocation
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Officer can®© to know the referral personnel behind the
counter, and got an ide© of the attitudes of the average
employee* Carl Sartman, in charge of the placement of
handicapped workers and assigned the job of interviewing
Japanese-Americans, lool3d upon their referral as the
toughest assignment of all. Miss Tinker, In charge of
all female referrals, was objective and successful In
making placements in several offices srd lioxnes*

Tho Dlroctor of the Coluwbua Ai”?Ca of the WVC
Ralph Gabels, encouraged the WRA to develop its employ-
ment service to resettlers to th© point Mier© all employ-
mnt activities could be handled by the WRA itself.
Ae he explained it, war department restrictions, and tha
necessity of maintaining controls and regulations for
the stabilization of labor™ and the upgrading of Negroes
(a racial issue which had cone to the fore In several
of the major war plants) had added eonsi<b5erably to the
tburden of OTC-tJSES i?esponsibillti©s* In other words, ours
was a minor problecs and we ought to be able to handle it
with the resources m could conimnds It did not niatter
that inaigrants were subject to all th© controls of fde
WMC and when engaged in essential industry, they were
subject to th© lalboi* statdllzaticm program* Thus, with
minimum co-operation from th© U.S.E.S,, WRA built up its
job referral service to a point whe© all resettlers
secured jobs and none were idle who were able and willing

to work.



Omcf h iibrMji

60.

In Pebruai?y 1945, the need for reviewing th©
developnients,which easkb thick and fast in Becember and
January and which looked ahead to the closing of the
Relocation centers and the resettlement of th© remaining
population in various sections of the country, with th©
WMC-USES officials was realized* Robert Cullum,
Relocation SuperTisor,conferred with Carl Keenan, WMC
Director for Ohio (succeeding Wade Baisinond, who became
deputy director) and out of this discussion can®© a
proposal to provide in-s©3?Tice training for USES personnel*

In August, OulluiD and the Relocation Officers of
the Cincinnati and Colinnbus districts held conferences
wifctiall the dspartment heads of the USES. The issues
wer© bftred and fruitful discussions resulted. Improve-
ment In referral service in both Cincinnati and Columbus
was achie”red* The end of the war brought improved
relations* Earl Duncan, Manager of the USES, had returned
from the army with an Intlumte knowledge of the Nisei
442nd Comb&t Team* His understanding of th© Japan®©se-
Ainerican problem was quickly transmitted to others who
worked with him*

Since October, 1945, a noticeable change has been
reflected in th© services of the USES TO Japajiese-Asierleans
The applicants for jobs, uneniployment insurance, and

counseling hav© been serviced in a normnl way. ThO furtive
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kind of concern which was often felt has given way to a
more open and friendly exchange of information between
interviewers and applicants« ffon© swallow doesn,t mals®
a suimnerll but the overnight falling-away of psychological
barriers, proeont: all "feiipotigh th6é wai* p6i»lod, is a good
promise for the futtxre-

Political considerations barred the open support
of Ohic”s ChieflExeeutivas In the WRA employiaent program.
Without records, it is impossible to relate the “backstage”
policies which grew out of the WRA resettlement program
In Ohio# Everett Dakan has given an account of the
conference held with John Briclcer, the Governor, in his
report, which is attached* Governor Lausche wss never
seen In formal conference despite attempts of the
Helocation Supervisor and the local Relocation office
to arrange such a meeting. In Jnly, when the Relocation
officer, after two weeks of contacting the Governor*s
outer office, talked with Leusche over the telephone on
another wsittev, th© governor introduced the subject of
eroploymont and indicated that it w a 1101 possible to
CHjploy Japan©so-Amarleans because of the 1job seekersH
In Ohio who were waiting for the openings in state
departments*

Tailoring of jobs (fitting a Job to a specific
applicant pather than th© reverse) was common In Oolurabus*

So many of th© applicants who wrote in from th© centers
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wanted a job which fit their preconceived notions. Find_
Ing such a place ortdn eonsuiaed a disproportionate amounl?
of time, and was wasteful, particularly iixasmch as
applicants often refused th© place when they arrived-

The only value it had beyond such successful placements
as were ns.de by teletyping and writing to the centers,
was th® Infornation which went out to employers about tbe
program* This IclEid of pla esaent was abolished In the
B3@tropolltan centers like Olsvoland and Detroit, a
backlog of esrployiaent openings covered most fields, but
In Columbus it was one of the principal methods of bring-
ing employer and employee together*

Ifeiny job offers were never filled I»eause there
wor# no wtakersn in tho centers* overeoiad tbs dls-
advantage of being a low*wage district, the Columbus
office employed a lilghly personalized placement procedtare
and follow-upa were sad© on aH placements* Inscriptive
pamphlets nere written In co-operation with tb® Reports
Officer of the Cleveland Area office* The work of Godfrey
Frankel, Reports Officer, was exceptionally good - hi»
pamphlet on Opportunities for Xssei in Central Ohio was
well received in tine relocation centers and created a
great deal of interest among center residents (1945) e

In May, Jun©# and July, 1943, a city-wide canvass-
ing of factories and business concerns by Informational

letters, telephone# personal visitations, and direct
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referral* to employersf operaad up several ©mployroent
opportunities for resettlers# The best results came fro»
a letter whicli wa circularized to ail plants and buainessea
which were associated irma th® Chamber* of Gosraaeree.
Delmap Starkey, Secretary of that organization, assisted
111 the survey by making accesslbl© thoir eoiapldto mailliig
list, and by running an article in the news sheet whjLeh
was put out by the Ghambep of Coinro©roe publicity depart-
mente Scores of interested employersealled th© WRA
office, Taut as was so often the case, only a few were
interested to the point of employing Japan©se-Ainerleans*
Th© Weinman Pump Gompany, a non-union war plant; the
David Davey Packing Company; and the lannox Pumaoe
Company sent employment offers* fh© Welnsian Puiap Oompany
sent exnployinent offers which were accepted by Weyo
Okawara as office receptionist and Frank Mlnata as
lathe operator* This concern liked Japanese-American
employees and jobs were always available in their machine
8110

Visitation by the Relocation officer to plants and
talks with personnel sanagers opened other opportunities*
The P*elt>er Biactdt Cos*ny TI® ar Manpower Gonanisaion
IM© Aioerican Education Pross, Grant Hospital# Scott Seed
Company, Baker. Art Gallery, Columbus Consumers Co-op,
and after January,1944# ppaetically all other fields,

were opened in this manner* ThO Feltser Biscuit Oompany,
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despite low wages, became a popular place for Japanese-
Americanas Hiehard Kanazawa# a young man from
Manzanaar Helooatlon Center, was the first Nisei to be
employed* When thEr© three months, h© was advanced to
a supervisory job, In charge of the maintenance of plant
equipment* Many others, Hisel ana Issei, followed ana
there wE8% no reports of discriminatory action on the part
of management or fellow employees*

Domestic offers Wi»e plentiful. Wages averaged #14
& ireelu During the first year of WRA many Kisei girls
took employment in homes* Sisters, Graee and Halen
Kobayshl, were the first to resettle and take domestic
employuient. Oz"ace has now entered nurses( training at
Grant Hospital and Helen was married to Frank Murata
and moved to Omaha, Hebraska in th© fall of 1943. The
exeeXlent work done and the reputations earned by Nisei
girls in Columbus homes was one of th® finest factors
contributing to tho 011 Japazsese-ilzQ&rlleans
and in group adjustment to the coimnunity* Hori Hasiko,
employed by a surgeon, was the most successful of domestic
employees# Sha made a career of hep job, and when In
June she ret\imed to California, she was offered #2400
a year to remain with her employer. She vas ooinpanlon
to the children, secretary if need be, and a competent
manager e

EzBployment sumomrles™ gluing wages, type of work,

& dG Ziptdlon of t/hd connnunlty® wor© gotits:: up nont:s,y
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and incorporated into an area Job Bulletin, which was

to the relocation eenteps* These bulletin* wer©
valuable aids In resettlement*

Tbs assignsaent of Relocation officers to ©enters to
cultivate a better working relationship between district
offices and relocation center staffs was ooeaslonaHy
done, (fhe results ware good, ©specially for the sisaller
offices, because of the tendency of &?ea8 to be thought
of in terms of sueh elties as Cleveland, Chicago”™ and
Hew York* “xe Relocation officers In thd eenteps needed
knowledge of district staff laeiDbers to do a good job of
educating oenter residents to outside eisployssant possi-
bilitiess WO writer w&s sissigned to 'Pul kakd In
July, 1943 and to Heart Moimtaln in Aprll™ 1945. The
results were among tbe most heartening of all work accom-
plished In thirty-two months of serrloe*

But one ease of dlserlisination was reported In
Columbus* Terry Xemoto was employed by A. Gtuadersheiiaor,
Hamger of the Fashion OXothlzxg Companys Sh© went to
work in le alteration department and enoountered prejudices
Th® manager of th© department, a middle-aged woioan9 asked
for her removal, but Gundersheiroep refused* He interviewed
Terry and assured h»v he would support her against any
mov to force her out* ThO situation”™ however, was uncom-
fortable ard Terry voluntarily resigned* Several months
lat©r# the woman who had caused her resignation came to

ber and apologized far her actions#
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Other departaient stores did not accept Japaiidse*
Asserlean applications. Public relations work was conducted
with the F* & R* Lazarus Compajay, and while the ISanager
of Employment was favorable, he cleared for policy before
making a decision with officials higher up. To®
directing heads of th© organization decided against co-
operation with the War Holocation Authority.

Jjabor tanions did not play & conspicuous part In
resettlei“~ent work In Central Ohio* ThO© az*ea is not
highly unionized and the WRA did not run into lafeor
resistance in plants where Japamse-Amsrleans were employed#
Xn all cases where managenmit opened unionlz d plants to

(I [ |
r (I | r [ I |
tba program* A conferenc© with George DeNucclf 0.1.0#
Regional Direetor In X945f swung his Influence and
support to the programe Ted Sllvey, Secretary of the Ohio
0# .0*,In a conference with C&rl L* Sploer9 looked upon
the resettleis&nt as a challenge to the progi”sslve leader-
ship In labor and esipliasized his I*eliefs by employing
Alloe TakeuGhl as office secretary to the State C»XeQe
officee

fhe Axo”rlean Federation of Labor was passively
interested in Japanese-Aiaerlean relocation but did not

respond to requests for active endorsement of the progra»«
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Coiapan
American Education Press
Buckeye Parking Corporation
Allis-Chalasers Mfg. Co*
Golumbus Consumers Co-op

Columbus Coated Fabric

American Friends Service Gont

Arlington Beauty Shop
Adjutant General, Depot
Baker Art Gallery

American Bloi®er Corporation

Childrens Hospital

DeSantis Bros. Nursery
Duchess Beauty Salon
David D&vej Meat Packing
Firestone KOtread Shop
Felb®r Biscuit O -

CoXuisbus Plastlcsf Xno«
Family & Children*s gureau
Franklin Life Insurance O -
Gilbert Shoe O -
International Stacey Oorp*
War Food Administration

Goodrich Tire Company
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Male Female Typ© of Work
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1
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Claricalf
Artist*
Laborer
Secretarial
Managerial
Labor# Bachine

Secretarial®
Olerleal

Beautician
Labor
Photographer
Labor

Laboratory
Technic lans

Hose growers
Beautician
Labor

Tire builder

Machinists
Oven helpers

Labor
Secretary
Secretary
CIBrlcal
Truckar
Seeretarlal

R©capper



Company

Indlanola Methodist Church

Hatlonal Carloading Corpn*

Gi*ant Hospital
Xiatheran Book Ooncerm
Tucker Orchid Hursery
Olentangy Village
Ohio State University
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Male Pexnal© Type of Work

o N b~ O O M O

Ohio State University Y.M*C.A# O

Central

Franklin University
Capital University
Sch1fff8 Shoe 0O -

y .w*cra .

Hessbrandt Studios

George Gibson

Penn. H.H. Freight
Weinman Punp O -

O+!e0e State Ooimcll

Ohio Council of Churches
War Relocation Atifchority
War Ifeinpower Ooirnnlsslon

o

o O O

o O O O

—

N O & X

o, O N DN

Secretarial
Loader, Gheekey
Kurse
Clerical
Sursery work
intenanee
Agronomy,
Lllarary,
Secretarial
Secretarial
Secretarial
Instructor
Laboratory Asst

Clerical

Switchboard,
Instructor*

Retoucher

Bean sprout
culture

Freight Handler

Secretarial,
roaohlnlsts

Secretarial
Seeretarlal
Secretarial

Secretarial
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Goispany Male Female Type of Work
11011g* 8 Book Store 1 1 Clerical
Udnrdckis H6st&urant 1 0 Clerical
Zsalj Restaurant 0 1 Clerical
McOluz® Hesbltt Motor 0 - 2 0  Meclmnlct
Southern Hotel 1 0 Kitchen helper
Brown Dry Cleaning 1 0 Presser
Langls Jirj Cljdaziiiig 1 0 Spotter
Fashion Clothing Cox 0 1 3>re88 alterer
U»S« Bept* of Agriculture X 1 Economics9

Cl*rioaX
Domesties f single azid

couples 15 46  Housework,

gardenersf

chauffem*s
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Farm Sstploynent
The Central Ohio district did not prove a success-
area for the development of agricultural opportunities*

Information published in farm journals and agricultural

Henry), and direct contacts which were made with the County
Agricultural Agents were the prinelp& | Biethods used to
interest fanners In the employroent of Japanese American
labor* Everett I"kan and Carl Spicer roade nuissrous calls
on farm leaders and talked before many meetings In rural
communities, Th© WRA office followed up every promising
lead and mad© periodic trips Into the field to talk with
farmerse A limited number of opportunities were developed.
The sum results of our labors was the placement of five
families In the district* Mickey Puruta was employed by
Cone Howard9 Union County* Ed Tak&hashl located In
Delaware Co\mty* Minor Kobyashl accepted a share propo-
sition In Licking Countyf and foiar Misel youth were
employed on farms near Newark, Greenville 9 and Wooster* *
Some good offers were developed by Evoiett Dakan
In 1943 trat the wag© , whicli never exceeded 50 per hour,

did not attraot resettlors* The demand for seasonal

1 ds figure does not include four famllie s who were
placed on the estate of Mrs* 0*M« Tackep™ owner of

the Tucker N”irsdries* Everett Dakan and Professor Lowry
of the Hortlculttire Apartment of Ohio State Itolversity
isade these placements possible*
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ork©rs irhlcii bad been favorable in Michigan did mot
Bjaterialize In Ohio until March 1945* By that tinse
tb© short feeria I®av© ha€l been abolished*

The low wages, generally poor housing, unfavorable
climate for former West Coast farmers, one-crop season,
and Inexperience of evacuees in dry farrolng were dis-
advantages. Rural isolation was another* Economic fear
of competition by the resident farmers and prejudice
ingrained fpora long indoctrination of misiGad3llg infor_
matlon about our Japanese-American population wer»e
other unfavorable factors* The war added to the dif-
ficulties of breaking down the resisting barriers of
rural cons©rvatlisia*

The report of Everett L# Dakan takes into consldera-
tion tho OxpOi*ibnc®s in WRA work with the agricultural
ooimnunltles* (Soo attaobed?)

Pamphlets on Michigan and Ohio Farming were written
by Carl L* Spicer in co-operation with the WRA Area

Reports O fficer#



BUSINESS ESTABLISHMENT

Central Ohio did not; produce any successful business
venturese One partnership was operated by Seorg®© Gibson,
a Columbus business man, and George Kakiuchi, a resettlep
from Rohwep* It was a small business - bean-sprout
culture - and was conductad successfully until the partner-
ship was dissolved because of a misunderstanding between
the partners* Evacuees from Postoil, Rohwer, Chicago,
and New York came to CoXuxsbus to survey possible farm
sites, but after investigation in the vicinity of Celery illO ,
Kenton, and Wooster (vegetable country) they decided
against purchas© or lease of land* One farmer, Ed Takahashi,
applied for a loan through the Delaware County Parin Security
Administration but; his application did not; show adequate
earnings on the load investment and he was asked to submit
a revised plane (There was no question of discrimination
involved?*)

fhe consnunity resowcea which were available to
other Interested persons who sought assistance in business
were open to Japanese-Americans, The Golumbus Chambep of
Commerce# Better Business Bureau,Legal Aid Counsel, private
business and investjisent; broker and state and city ootinsel-
ing and information bureaus were sources of business data
and advisory counsel* Tn® Federal bureaus and agencies,
of course, were valuable points of oontaot for prospective

business men. Tom Sasihara, Cleveland Area office, spent
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two days in Columbus (July, 1945) gathering data on busi-

ness opportunities and Bioniclpal9 state, and federal
regulatory agencies for licensing, tax, and rationing
regulations* Mr. Sasihara was not of th© opinion that
Columbus offered favorable business opportunities to
resettlers except in a limited area - mainly restatirant
and possibly vegetable growing#

A business arrangenient was entered into by J* A»
Walker, a fruit and vegetable farmor of Mt« Vernon, Ohio
and Minor Kobayashi of Tule Lake Reloeatioxi Center in
Kovember,1945* That contract stipulated a fifty-fifty
share on fruit and vegetable production. Advance credit

for seed and cultliratlon was guaranteed by th© owner#
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COVMUNITY ADIXISTHENF '

The cultural heritage of the Japanese-Americans was
a mixture of the old world and the new. The Kisei had
advanced Iseyond the tlireshold of new world customfi, but
many of th© first generation Japanese-Americans were closer
to the culture of Japan* Integration in California had
been slow, especially in the cosanualties where the Japanese
settloiconts bad reinalxiad a cobeslvo unlt« The dispersal
and later resett*mant in Midwestern coimmmities of swa.ll
numbers gradually introduced problems of cosnnunity adjust-
ment* ThO© need for a satisfying social environment and
the orientation to the social and business ethics of
strange conmiunltles was a problem common to any national
group, but it was particularly hard for th© Japanese-
Americans, faced as they were with the problems of getting
acceptance in oo nmlties where little was known of their
past history and traditions and where abnormal emotional
patterns had arisen because of the war*

Early in the program, the War Relocation Authority
z*ecognized the importance of Informing leaders In social,
business, labor, farm, educational® z*ellglousf welfare,
lair ©nforeeroenl;, and press areas of the Japanese-American
resettlement program* Throtigh these efforts, togetlier with
tha educational program of th© Washington WRA and the
exemplary attitude of the resettlers themselves, a great
deal of influential cominunity support was b uilt up* The

Middle West, however, In the broad sweep of events showed



a friendly and receptive attitude toward the Japandse-
Americanse In the metropolitan centers the adjustment
of resettlers was siirprisingly good* Pe incidents
marred the rolationshlps of the resettlers and their city
neighbors and fellow workers. Settling down into the
social life was a slower process*

8lunit?y d nt in Oliio was aided "by

the fine co-operation of the resettlers. Some of the
plon.d@rs among wor® called upon "by chupch88 and civic
groups to tell the story of evacuation and relocation,
and a ll through the period 1943-45 they responded to
invitations to speak or participate in public meetinge*
Xu 00luia3”i8 alon©, motl than forty talks "by Tom
Okawara, Yoshlye Ogata, Mary Ishakawa, Dr* George Kido,
Elko Yoshlhashi, and Efeize 8hlEa« These talks were sup-
plemented "by meetings and talks by WRA sta ff isoinbeps and
mesibers of the Resettlement Committee. Helen Gerbardt
talked before a»ny womens clubs and church groups In
Golumbus 9 Lancs-stjoi?j CirclovIXIOf and CanaX Vifinch.0 stJ#i?*
The film , nA Challenge to Democracy/ was shown
tjiofor© lai*g® audl@no©s in th® CoXusibus X»M*C*A»#
Ohio State University, the schools of Perry County, and
tb,© intiop—+acial council of 2»an©svlll©o* A public-»r©lal#lon®
w&s t)©ing pX&iin.0d to show t#li5.s docu.lr011t8.py fi3jB
in otli©r towns and cities when the government announced

the closing of WRA offices in Columbus and Cincinnati#
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MO &jus tiDazlr ot «r&psmO86-A"9PIc&n youtli in tbd
schools and colleges was rapid* North High, Bexley,
Grandview, Aquinas, and University High Schools In
ColumbuB enrolled Nisei youth without question* George
Hinoke of the University High School established lasting
friends in the classroom and on the athletic field# John
Nishl# Bexley High, and Jimmie Osuga of Aquinaa, made
good records in class and extra_<mrriculap activities*
Children In dlesadntary schools did not ©ncount©r prejudlico -
on the contrary they were received with warm friendliness
by the teachers and studentse Rural schools were no excep-
tion# Oftentimes they beeame the subject of too much
attention The boys and girls of school age had few
problems of adjustment in their school environmentother
than those common to a ll youth*

Th6 Nisei who were employed found their social
[If© more cipcuiuacrlbed* The chwrchas and the Y.W.C.A.
took a special interest In these young peoplee The
Unitarian Chtiroh® the Friends North End 2”etlngf the
Broadway Methodist Church, the Tenth Avenue Baptist
Church, and Wesfemlnieter Pomidatlon (Ohio State Univer-
sity) gave parties™ young peoples* meetings, and religioixs
ceremonies in which Hlsel particlpatod*

Thd ITe was the cent r o:f platuxedi progra
for the adjustment and integration of pesettlers* In
1943 the Hisei girls who were employed in domestic and

office work were invited into the Girls Business Club.
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In the saise year a special class of Klsei was organlssed
to study speech. Meetings of the Issel and 111861 in
Columbus were held in the nT9 in Deceisbep 1944# July

and December, 1945* These xoeetlngs brought the resettlers
together for a talk by the national director, and for
i?7eereationaX and social diversion. The theatre music9
lectures, and sports programs of the city wex»e enjoyed

by the Nisei. Inform | gatherings at International House
and at the homes of resettlers# friend#, and helghbors
helped in adjustment*

Torn Okawara, & voluntary i*esettler from Fresno,
California, was a valuable aid in co-ordinating affairs
of the 18861 and Klsel with the Oaueaslon churches9 civic
groups, and business men* Be was an accepted leader and
his home was a Mecca for the Calumbus resettlerse H3 gave
couiasel in business and helped to find homes for newcomers
into the eonnnunlty* Bs spoke for the settlers before
Inter-racial groups and in churches# For a tl33ie he was
connected with Franklin University and advanced
the eatiBO of Japan©s©_Amei*icans through his association
with downtown civic leaders*

The following letter Is quoted as giving Impressions
of an evacuee about resettlement which are illustrative of
phases of cosssunlty adjustments

There are fifty evacuees fast becoming loyal

Columbusanse WO boarded trains back to America

less than five months ago with an audacious

front, qiiaking heart and stomach squeamish with
fear* As the wheels of th® train clipped the
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miles away from th© relocation centers, the
wall of self-consciousness and indignation
diminished and orumbldd away. Every gesture
of consideration on our part brought favor-
able responses frosi others on th©® train* To
them we were first a fellow traveler sharing
as best we could th© insufferable traveling
conditions of a nation at war*

If WO were a bit different in appearance#
so isach to our credit - It made us Interest-
ing. me,wthey said after they had
been told what wO© had le ft behind* Gingerly
wo told of life in camp, citing the Instances
of adjustnaent which had rather amazed us at
fipst* o o o

WO didn*% have to scratch deep under
/"Jo\iBHbu¥7 soot-coated exterior to find
That there wei*e things and people in Coliuobus
that warmed this evacuee*s heart* Ismiediate
associates did thair damdest to expose us
to th© best that the city had to offer*

Newspapers have taken a vary liberal and
open-minded stand here* Some very good
editorials have been published, as have been
several feature stories, with cuts*

Wo have now passed from th© toxarist into
a rOsidleirb stage* We shax®e an apartment with
three other girls* Wartlma conditions have
uprooted them from their normal haimts, so#
we find, we have much in common# Freda Is a
girl from Oklahoma Betty, a blond Georgian
who shares quarters with hert reminisces of
Georgia just as we do of pre-war O alifornia.
WO know now, better than wO ever did before
in our live 8# that we belong « ¢« « to a
work-d-day world full of average people
contributing and sharing in the benefits,
as well as the sacrifices, demanded of every
American dtoring the war«l

The Division of Social Adrainls tration (Department

of Social Welfare) and the county welfare agencies

fall 1943* W riter® name withheld on request*
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co-operated with the WRA office in assisting in f mijlly
welfare needs and eioergencles after relocation* Robert
Canary, Assistant Chief of the Ohio State Welfare Board,
took a very considerate attitude on the subjeot of roset-
tlement assistance « Beeause of the sisall resettler popu-
lation in ContraX Ohio the Welfare Department was not
called upon in many emergencies* Ow? first emergency

was in 1943 when Prank Fukuda received Bisdical assistance
from a Columbus physician* 111 health zsade It necessary
for Fukuda to return to the relocation center* The
Department of WeXfajro was astosd to honor the debt, but
du© to the retroaotiv© action, the Social Security

Board, Washington, ruled that it could not be paid. (This
debt was cleared by the Columbtis resettlers by co-operative
action*

In 1944 the Marion County Welfare Departiaent
assisted with tla© burdal expenses of Mildred Kaké&uchif
who had died of coniplloatlons In a Qolumbus hospital*

In 1945 resettlement funds were granted to Georg®O,
Kathleen, and Hosle Ogura for transportation to Salt Lake
City. Otlier emergency funds were granted to families who
were in need of taroporary financial assistance in Franklin
County. Delaware eounfcy approved a plan for the long-time
assistance of a member of Ed Takahashlfs fasiily.

The Family and Childrens Btireau, a war chest
agency, was helpful in counseling. Much use was mad®© of

th© I1rgaX Aid Clinic$ located at Ohio Stsit6 University*
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Hesettiers were referred there for advice on legal
natters and for ref©pral to competent; lawyers* Hesettlers
who purchased homes also received assistance from the
Clinic*

Th© Colu333tous Council for Democracy, representing
1500 prominent citizens from all national and social
groups, and which sponsors commanity plans and programs
for better racial understanding and tolerance, was aetlve
on behalf of the reaettlers# The President, Hay Reinapt,
personally Investigated on© case of prejudice on Oak
Street, where tbe Fuglkawa family was th© object of
threats bj a fanatical woman* The incident was quickly
settled* Charges of tm fair practices, of wage dis-
crimination, or prejudice on the part of employees or
employers can in the future be referred to the Council*

Other agencies to assist in direct co«>op@ration
with the WRA were

Cominunlty Pimd of Columbus and Franklin County

Franklin County Relief Administration

American Red Cross

Oolumbufi Board of Edujatlon

Th® parent-Teachers Association

In 1944 and 1945 the Ohio Welfare Department alioted
space to th© War Relocation Authority for a display of
photographs and m terials at the State zseetings held at
the Deshlop-Wallick Hotel* In December, 1945f th6 State
Parent Teachers Association Included the display arranged

by th© WRA Area Reports Officser in its array of illustrative

m aterial at the zoeeting in tixe Deshier*
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HOUSING

"he average person never becanj© conacious of the
housing shortage until the veterans began to return and
raise their voices loud enough for Congress to hear the
ominous rumblings in communities everywhepe* The War
Relocation Authority had this problem from the moment
it opened its doors. Some communities were worse o ff
than others* In Ohio, Columbus, Dayton, Lis», and
M assillon were the Host severely hit in fch© early stages
of the war# Later on, Cincinnati® Toledo, and Cleveland
developed critical housing problems*

IJhe history of housing falls into two stages* ThO
first stag® Represents the period from April 1943 to
July 1944, when the majority of resettlers were single
nfen and women ¢ young peopi© who le ft the centers and
cazoa to the Midwest to find employment and naw homes.
The second stage saw an increase in family groups coming
to join other members in the commimity or entire families
relocating for the first tini©e The latter movement of
families raised more difficult housing problems, and it
coincided with the tightening situation in all sections
of the country.

Housing for single people, young men and woineii,

never presented too difficult a problem to the WEA in
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Golurabus* <Through national and local agreements the co-
operation of the nY8 organizations was secured. Temporary
living quarters were obtainable for single persons, and
unexpected arrivals oould always find overnight aocomaio-
dations in on© of the 8Yw hotels or In one of the many
hotels of th© city*

Industrial and professional jobs did not a_tti»sict; a
great mueber of resettiers to Columbus. The wage scale
was low and particularly discouraging when compared to
the wages paid In cities like Cleveland, Chicago, D etroit,
and Toledo. Domestic employment ofTOr©d more equitable
returns, and qjtite a few single girls found employment
In hoiaes wh©2© housing problcias ware autoiaatically
solved* Issei and Nisei couples with no children and
those with a small family vier© frequently placed In
110laas where a combination of doinestic work and gardening
or chauffering was wanted. Often times such employment
carried separate living quarters for th© family*
Approximately on© hundred and thirty of the resettlers
who can© to Coluiobus and Central 01110 fotuad housing in
coimection with employs®ixte Of this m233r twenty-on©
wero family groups, comprising 70 adults and childr©ixf
while 60 were yoiang 13821 and women who lived with tlislr
employer*

CoBjnnmity support was gradually built up to help

with housing problems that presented emergency problems.
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The most consistent service was centered in the Inter-
national House, a dormitorj for foreign students which
was sponsored bj the Ohio State University* Professor
Robert Gerhard afid his wife, Helen, were resident house-
father and ©other# They had returned to the States in
1942 from Japan, wbsre they had been fop many years
teachers in North Japan College, Interned at the begin-
ning of fde war they wei%e a™ong the last refugees to
secure passage on the Gripsholra. International House
tinder the manageinent of Hr* and Mrs. Gerhard beeanse a
warms and hospitable center for Nisei students and young
couples In the University district# Nisei icale students,
upon their arrival in Columbis, were often wput upt
until permanent rooms could be found, and five of the
boys secured permanent quarters at the House. The
reside nee became on© of the gathering places in Columbus
for JapauBs© Asjerican resettlers* Inforinal parties

and just visiting and conversational groups helped im-
BBasurably in the social orientation and integration

of many Nb.sei.

[Tre 'srolxinteer services of local citizens was an
extremely important factor in housing single persons for
temporary periods. Dorothy and Charles Blackman, Maude
and Ralph Powell, Everett L* Dakan, Mrs. Carl Spicer,
Toro Okawara, John Nakagawa, Elko Yoshihashi, Mr. and BSrs.
George Gibson, Howena Kessler, and Xoshly© Ogata were

often host and hostess to young people who had not yet
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found permanent living quarters.

All the methods suggested by the 7aehington office -
licmse-fco-hotise survey, ©rophaslzing employiDent In connection
with housing needs, survey of suburban real-estate opera-
tors, ads in newspapers, letters to churches, service
clube, and Individuals, caretaker jobs in apartment build-
ings, tagging th© raailinan and moving vans, and the like -
all these methods were tried with varying degrees of
success. ThO telephone In the WEA office, the leg work
of the Relocation officers, the persistent efforts of
rresettlers and friends of the Japanese Americans, secured
practically all of the housing for resettlement*

National and local organizations, set up to assist
in housing problems, did not noticeably affect the
nuiobers who wanted shelter. The War Housing Authority
and the Metropolitan Housing Agency were solicited to
help In securing housing for the families of Nisei
soldiers and r©settlerss 0?%es© organizations, either
because of depressing load or indifference, were unable
to help*

fhe Columbus Metropolitan Housing Authority repre-
sented th© only government housing project in the city
Permanent housing for 10w income groups was available in
two centers, namely, Lincoln Park South and Riverside
Homes Project*

After a great deal of public relations work with

the Director of War Housing, City Hall, and Russell Taylor,
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Director of the Metropolitan Housing Authority, th©

Relocation officer was invited to confe? with the Adminis-

trative Coimcil of th© Metropolitan Housing Author

The result was th© passing by oral vote of the Council

of a resolution wbloh would permit three Japanese-American

families to apply for housing units in the Riverside

Hosies Project, located on West Rich Stxet# Although the

Relocation Officer protested th© limitation by quota as

being discriminatory and selsctive, th© Council over-

rode th© protest and the resolution stood as passed*
familiss were subsequently referred to tha Manager

of the Riverside project, but some technicality always

arose to keep the people fro® becoming tenants*/

In February,1945, the Director of tilie War Housing
Authority, John Blackford”™ Inforoed the WHA office that
housing turnover had fallen foo I/2 of i in tiio Columbus
area and that under such conditions th© office could
render no assistance to iimaigrant Japanese-Auerlean
families* This office, which closed in April 1945,
referred two vacancies to th© WRA office during its
official existence.

Co-op houses in the Ohio State University district
assisted three Nisei by taking them into membership*

Eassa Yam0130to9 a discharged veteran# and Paul Itaya,

1 May, 1945

2The HInoke and Puruta families* Both had sons op
brothers in the U*S* Arwed Forces*
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Cincinnati, Ohio, becaice Co»op students at tbd Robhdald
Co-op Center,b1979 luka Avenue; and Hay ILitayaiaa of
Indianapolis was taken into the Stadium Club, where
cBals and room were secm'ed for [i90 a quarter (three
monthse) Other Nisei students (giris) applied for
dormitory space in Canfield Hall and were accepted*

The difficulties of finding housing for large family
groups was soiuetimos overcocia by rosettler purchase of
homes, Jimmie Humoto of Heart Hoimtain purchased a
large double on Indianola Avenuo* Toss Okawara bought &
single frsrne near the University and when he relocated
to the evacuated zone, sold to Tak Suiaeda, a serviceman
who noored his family frois Poston, Airzona* Frank lroshiroa,
a Keebe and a serviceman, stationed at Fort Hayes,
purchased a double on Lazelie Street* Eaif of thi«
double was converted into a Hostel in kuguat 1945* The
North End Friends Meeting sponsored the Hostel and th©
furnishing were supplied by domtlons and funds given
for the purpose to tli© Relocation Officersf Carl L«
Spicer and William Mé&ckey, Frosi Its opening date,
August 25,1945 to January X# 1946, the MosteX accom*

rs - 16
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OTHER ACTIVITIES

Ohio State University, Columbus, was one of our
Biajor problems* It is a land-gr®*nt college, supported
by the tax-payers of Ohio. Waen evacuation was announced
the doors of the University were closed to Hisel citizense
The action was taken by the President of the University
with the approval of the Committee of Deans of all the
colleges* The reason for this action, as told to Everett
rrikan and National Dii?ector Dillon Meyer, by the Presi-
dent, Howard Bevis, was based on the governments policy
of excluding Japanese-Americans from West Coast institu -
tions.” It was argued that the government had imposed
restrictions on these people and the University was fo l-
lowing the pi*ecedent set by the federal governsient* fha
University officials indicated that the restrictive
policy of tljpe University could not be changed until the
govex*nment had lifted the ban and cleared the Japanese-
American people*

The beginning of the winter 1943 saw the rising
Interest of Japanese->Aiserican students in the centers
as expressed la numbers of boys and girls applying for

admission to inidwestern universities”™ Applications were

"Everett L. Dakan# personal notes*

A"The ntnsber of applications received at Ohio State in
1942-45 is not known but various professors have
estimated the total to have exceeded two hundred*
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sent to tllie registrar ai; Ohio State University; In view
of the lack of positive action, it is assumed they died
theree There is no record of evacuees having been
enrolled as students in the fall of 1942 and winter
and spring quarters of 1943

The office of the War Relocation Authority was not
notified by center HA school officials or residents
when the students sent in their applications for enrol-
Iment*» A Il attempts on the part of Relocation officers
to secure any inforination from th© tJnlversity Heglstrar
or the Vice-Fresldent, Bland F* Stradley, were futile.
In 1944 Relocation officials clarified this situation
to sosje extent by requesting student advisors in th©
relocation centers fco notify the WRA office when an
application was made to the University* The local WHA
office in Coltunbus also established good relationships
with the Japanese Student Relocation Council in Phila-
delphia and benefited from the news notes that went Into
that committee® monthly news i*elease to all th©
relocation centers* We were somewhat successful in promote
ing the Idea that th© experience of th© local office
would be of assistance in presenting tbs cr©dentils Is of
the applicant to the XJniversity o fficials. W also
advised students to come personally to Columbus to regis-

ter, rather than to write to the university

$Th© non-evacuated Japanese-Americans and the voluntary
evacuees seetsed to get isor@ consideration than those
who had been evacuated from the West Coast in the spring
of 1942,



As might be expected, there was considerable loose-
ness in the university's policys The restrictive measure
did not blank©t a ll KisejL students* Kk Japanese-American
student was admitted in the fa ll of 1942* This student,
£nld Okawara, was acc pt6<i iu fch® School of Sociai
Adininistratione Enid was from Fresno, California* Ifer
father, Tom Okawara, bad been a recognised criminal law-
yer in that city* The family voltm tarily evacuated from
the Fresno area and cain© to Columbus so that Enid could
continue her education* They purchased a home on HOil
Avenue and resided in Columbus until June,1945, @n the
family returned to Fresno# Kenny Okawara, & younger
brother of Enid, attended North High School and upon gradu-
ation enrolled In Ohio State University. In 1944 he was
drafted into the Ariaed Forces and entered the paratropp
branch of service*

Although Enid was admitted to the University, she
was denied the privilege of taking laboratory courses.
During 1944 sh© worked part-time in tn© University Lil>rary*
She was graduated in December,1944#

In the spring of 1944, the relocation office inter-
viewed Vic©-President Harvey H Davis on two occasions,
and Vice-President Bland Stradloy* The two officials
HEX3 to the University policy and would offer no easeroent
of the University*s stand*

# In Mey, the Helocation Officer visited a number of
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professors and instructors on the campus and sought to
get their assistance in forming a o imnittfe to review

the question of admission with the President* Aroong the
people interviewed were Louis Raths, of thO American
Federation of Teachers; Alan Griffin, President of the
Federation of Teachers and member of the Asierioan
Association of University Professors; and Hararet Willis,
Instructor In the University High School,

In June, a committee composed of Edgar pale, Louis
Raths, Margai*et Willis, and Befch Linbach met with the
President. Miss Willis writes of that meetiiigt

«e» the meeting was illuminating but not parti-

cularly encouraging, | asked whether the

did not represent an official govei*mnent clearance.
The answer was that SWD are investigating that.*
Mr. Stradley told us that It was the poliay of
the University to admit M few Americans of
Japanese ancestry¥ and that he had admitted one
the day before. "HO would not give us any idea
of the basis of selection*

It is isy personal opinion that reactionary forces
have been applying pressui®e behind the s enes
am? that the only way to counter it is by
similar pressures, applied with discretion tout
with 8 veiled but unmistakable firmness-

ThO approach of the Fall Quarter of 1944 found no
noticeable change in the attitude of the University offi-
cials. In August the Relocation Supervisor of the Gz*eat
Lakes Area visited the University and in the coinpany of

the Relocation Officer interviewed Vlce-Pz*esid©nt8 Davis

41~tter, Margaret Willis to Carl L. Spicer, June 1, 1944*
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and Stradley, with the purpose of getting a modification
of the University™ policy. During the interview both

Davis and Stradley stated the policy of the University,
which is summed up In Mr* Robert Cullum” letter to the
officials on his return to Clevelands

Mr# Spicer and | both were glad for the oppor-
tunity to discuss with you and Dr. Stradley th©
matter of admission of students of Japanese
ancestry to Ohio State University* We appreciate
your franlmess In outlining tbh© position of the
University* Since this matter may be discussed
further with military authorities and with the
Hfer©ctox» of WRA# : wish to take this opportunity
to confirm th© primry points of our discussione

The considered policy of Ohio State Univer-
sity oalls for a few Nisei admissions for

the autumn term; in general, it Is to lim it
severely but not to prohibit matriculation
of students of Japanese anoestpy*

Under no circumstances w ill persons of
Japanese ancestx*y be permitted to attend
laboratory courses* This w ill apply even
though the individual is an American
citizen who has been honorably discharged
from fch© United Stjsttes Milltiapy Sey”jlce*
Reference is made to Masaakl Yamamoto”
honorably discharged veteran, who has
been in attendance at Ohio State during
the past year*

These policies are based on two primary
considerations: first, the m tter of
security for projects of the armed forces
functioning on the Ohio State campus,
and second, the adopted administrative
policy of the University.

We inutm lly agreed to th© propriety of request-
ing an x*6view by th© Provost Marshall Generals
Office of the present need for such restrictions
on your campus. (Clearance by the Provost
Mrshall General*s Office is the recognized method
of clearance of Nisei, for all restricted educa-
tional institutions, whether the source of con-
cern is th© Army#
special organizati



The concern of the University with regard to
attendance of Japanese ancestry goes beyond
that of the PM&O; th® policy of the University
to lim it Nisei ©nrollraent to a few Is primarily
the result of an administrative deolsion*

The University Adminlstratlon feels that
Americans of Japanese ancestry who want to
enroll for university credit can secure their
education in other college or universities
if they are not accepted for enrollment In
Ohio State, and consequently no hardship Is
placed upon Nisei desiring higher education*
Please let m© know at your earliest convenience
if this summary is In any way inaccurate in th©
statement of your policies*

Sincerely yours,

(Signed) Robert e Gullum
Relocation Supervisor

There was no response to this letter* On September
11 ,Masaakl Yaiaamoto, the discharged veteran, requested
th© assistance of the WEA office in getting a relaxation
of the Universityls policy in excluding Japanese-
iUnericans from laboratory classes* Masaakl was a "“pre-
raedicll and unless h© could secure th© necessary required
credit in laboratory science he would be xinable to
enroll in tb© Sehool of Medicli36* If he transferred
to another school he would have been penalized by th©
loss of credits*

Masaakl*s ease was carried to Lieutenant Colonel
Duke at Fort Hayes, who was on the Governor*s Commission
Which worked with Ohio State University on th© vocational

training of discharged veterans. Lt.Ool, Duke said h»
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ouM present the case to the University, and on Septem-
ber 20 he called and informed the WRA office that Maaaakl
would be admitted into laboratory classes; h© added that

Bic©-President Stradley would meke the arrangements*

Akiko Shiotani of Gila River was enrolled in the
Autumn Quarter, after a committee of Interested profes-
sors, including H* Gordon Hullfish and Harold Alberfcy,
had taken her case to th© President*

On September 8 , 1944, the Cleveland Regional Office
Inforned the Columbus district office Mhat th© War
Department has removed requirement of PM3O clearance of
persons of Japanese ancestry attending or employed by
educational institutions important to the war effort*
Students to be accepted at all schools on same basis as
any otherse Ho further action will be taken on cases
pending* Consult army security officer if question
arises

This action of the War Department removed all res-
trictions on Nisei youth* The information was transmitted
to Bland L« Stradley on September 2 3,1944.

In January,1945, a definite liberalized attitude
was beginning to develop in the University* Mr. Ronald
B« Thompson, who had been appointed Registrar and Unlver-
sity Examiner, wrote to th© Columbus Relocation Office

that the whole matter had been taken up with the University

"Teletype, September 8 , 1944*



94.

faculty™ and that the meeting was Interpreted as a vote
of confidence in a more liberal policy* H® further
stated that several students had been admitted for the
Winter Quarter*®

Since January, 1945, the Registrar has co-operated
In every possible way to secure the enrollment of
Japanese-American stoidents In th© University* The en-
lightened and fair-minded attitude has attracted students
from all parts of the country. A check of the enroll-
mexit in December, 1945, shows 20 Nisei students attending
the Arts, Conauerce, Engineering, Education, Ifedical,
and Agricultural Colleges at the University* Two have
come from Hawaii, while others have enrolled from Cleveland,
Cincinnati, Columbus, and Akron. Three have come from
Poston Relocation Center, two are enrolled from Heart
Mountain, one from Gila River Relocation Center, and
one froza Minidoka Relocation Center® th© latter being
a transfer from Indianapolis* In December,1945,

Miss Fumiko Yoshihashi became the first Hisei to be

employed by The Ohio State University.8

ALetter, Ronald B# Thompson to Carl Spicer, Jaxu 12 ,61945*%*

"Before coming to Ohio State tlniversity, Ronald B* Thompson
had been Registrar at the University of ldaho* Bs had
known many Nisei students in that University, where the
Ollrollment exceeded on© hundred#

®MIss Koshlhashi was appointed an office secretary in
th© Department of Education.



RESETrLEMENT COMMITTEE

U% Ralph Bennett

Family and Childrens Bureau
141 North Front Street
Columbus, Ohio*

Prof* and Mrs* Charles Blackman

225 Dunedin Road
Columbus, Ohio.

Mrse Virginia Britton
Franklin County R elief Adro*
r >209 South High Street
A Columns, Ohio.

Rev. Hoy A. Burkhard
1556 Cambridge Place
Columbus, Ohio.

Prof* and Mrs* E# L. Dakan”
108 E. Frambes Avenue
Colurabus® Ohio.

Mr* Thomas H. Everhart
S. E. S,

435 Cleveland Avenue

Columbus, Ohio#

‘* [ Miss Mary Fore d
1454 Highland Avenue
Columbusf Ohio*

Ichiro Puruta
81 West Framb_es Avenue
Coluxstusp Ohio*

Prof, and Mrs* Robert Gerhard

Mlternationa 1 House
104 -+ 15th Avenue
Columbus, Ohio*

Mr* Paul ltaya
1979 luka Avenue
Columbus, Ohio.

« Vice-chairman of the Coimwittee

Chairmn

Columbus

Mr« Orville Jones

State C.l1.0.

705 Hartman Theater BtilldIing
Columbusf Ohio*

Miss Howena K esslers
Adult Group Work, Y.W.C.A.
65 South Fourth Street
Columbus, Ohio*

Mr* John Kavanaugh

Am. Friends Service Cores*
12 Horth Third Street
Columbus, Ohio.

Profe and Mrse Ralph Powell
75 West Norwich Avenue
Columbus, Ohio.

Mr# Wayns Putnam

State Social Security Board
Old Post Office Building
Columbus, Ohio.

Miss Iren© Riley

Executive Secretary, Y«W*C«A«
65 South Fourth Street
Columbusy Ohio*

Mr. Lynn Rogrbaugh
Cooperative Recreation
Delaware, Ohio,

Hev. Francis Ricker

Columbus Council for Democracy
and First Unitarian Ch\r ch#
1957 Indlanola Avenue
Colujabus, Ohio*

BSr. Carl Smoker

Ohio State Welfare Board
Oak and Ninth Streets
Columbus, Ohio*



RESETTUSIIENT COMMITTEE

Ool uisldus

Miss ThelmR Schoonover
Franklin University
40 West |j ng Street
Columbus, Ohio.

Mr* Carl L« Spicer

War Relocation Authority
1920 Summit Street
Colusibue, Ohio.

Mr* Ohaiop J, Btoakos
Executive Secretary, Y#M*C*A.
40 West Long Street

Colunbus, Ohio,

Tony Takashim
250 £ast Larwell Street
W ooster, Ohio*

Hev« Donald Timerman
Columbus Council of Churches
217 Y.M.C.A* Building

40 West Long Street
Columbus# Ohio*

«w Secretary

Mrs. Emily Tinadey

Ooluisbus Council for Democracy
9 East Long Street

Columbus, Ohio,

Rev* W. Thompson
Ohio Council of Chtff*cl®s
63 South High Street
Coluaibus, Ohio,

Mr. Cecil Thoms

B*6 utive Secpstjary
Campus Y.M"G.A,

Ohio Union Building
Ohio State University
Columbus 10, hio#

M as Eilco Yoshihashi
2614 Indla.nola Avenu©
Columbus, Ohio.

Miss Pumiko Yoshlhashi*
2614 XndlsinoXa Avenue
Columbus, Ohio*



Historio&l Sketoh

E* L* Dakaa
Hov ibar 21. 19 5

Tho ~ar Hslooation Authority In Columbus# <9tio

<Niio in late Ifeiron# 17°3* This aketoh will \m a personal aooount
of my aotivitl«8 and Ny personal opinions and reaotions from the
opening of tho ot€i O until the saiddlo of March In X9U4* W sub-
sequent oonnoetion with the Authoras a consultant W3 until June,
ifhen | again undertook aotivo assignment in ClevelaBd as
Holooa”ion Off:10 0 finally terminating say oomwotion vith A <m
August 19145
It ia sy intention in this report to use oaae histories whorevvr
possible to illustrate ay points rather than to attest to follow a
ohronologioaX ord«r of events* Jho reader of thie report should bear
ia mlad that uauaily oase hi orieg hav« the weakness of thrfe
they ar« exoeptlo&al oaoes rather than I~rpioal* In soiae instatioes# this
iis bound to I% true» but | shall attempt to avoid it aa saieh as possibles
Th« major pax*t of this report will d«al with the public relations
and attitudes in oentraX p&rtloularly Coliaftjus* As ©wveryoiwi
assooiated with the organization at that tisui know8f th« great question
in the minds of the irorkers ims that of o<ammailty accaptanoe of

evaou s* had bmm instruoted to iirre8tdgiit_ thi> aoooptsmoo of



svaoue”s in ewry oonenatity and almost in evory job within the o ttmualty#
before the ~vaoueea were p«mitt«d to resettle* A further handicap in
hose begimting days was th«i policy I&Ld down for the ROY00Oatsion Officers
that our job ima to put the employer in contact iwith th© prosp»otivo
ei“Xoyoes in tho Center* Itooking baok on that polioy now# it seems

that it oould ne'iror haexisted* As | dictate this stat"Bseut X am a

little unoortain in my Olm mind that | my not b« magining the thing*

baokfire<*«*a polloyf whioh to put it mlldlyt Xaokod oouragt and oert&inly
lacked oonTiotlon* fo ha 9wm this statoiaont is to use a tormr 001Xeg«
t9rm0 Allonday morning quartorbaoking**1 It is easy to see defects tram.
this distanoe*

Basse of th« reasons idiy this polioy was foXXomS and 8«wa0d
find ftn be iiiu trated by r exs>eri®ust-g of th 8® vexty ®riy
days* A few of those will be enusaeratod*

lr* J 1$i Barringor9 ho&d of the Feeds and Fertiliser DiTision#
Ohio Departsietit of Agrioulture# had md« inquiry regarding the posaibility

ea™)losing a biologloaX chemist# a person nho had had experlttaoe in
IITM EE E B E E EEE dlll
EE E H lllllr lllr

touch with the evaouee,i™a at that tlaa in ona of the Centers

Correspondenoa for this is in the mk Ill st 00 rnsaas and addrossos sur«

omitted h»re«



Jx a short tls» after thl« letter was written, Oovemor John

Briokw% wot® hetfe h® wantaa no laor auoh rofarral# to any 8ba .
dapartamt*

A oopy of the letter from Governor Brioker follows together with

OFFICE CP

Wy answer*

es0 4/
J019 W« BRIOKSR
Governor
April
Fburt«enth#
19145

Hr* i* X« Oakan#
Eeloofttion Offloer#

War Belooation Authority”
A . Building
Colusa[busf Ohio*

Ddar Ur» Dakant

Ua do not mrnt any siore r»oosa»endation8 suoh as
th$ o® ftbouii ishioh you wrote John W¢ Baringer, Chief
of th« Division of Plant Industry, <m April 5th* Please
let mo know if you hav« iaad« any other #uoh reooiffinndations
tso any d'par"aao0ll% ot stato goironia9lll 0210 -

Tours vOry truly.

(3) John W Brioker
JWBtbh



~o0 A . Building
Gel10Hus. Ohio
April X6 193

Governor John |If* Birickor

Stato of Ohio
QoXiosbus™ Ohio

Dear dovemor Brioken

| amenolosing &X1 coommio&tions betvmen the liar
Ralooation Authority office and state «i“}Hoyee« Am>rd about
these letters may help you understand thorn*

_ Letter A 8 ddrossod to &rnuaber of people  &ro
laterestod in ths problem disoussed in the letter* %he first
dfsof Mrt Hay Wisccianff is employed In th® Department of Markets*
~is letter 1s general in nature”™ and does not reponrsaattd aryoiVi
for a position*

letter ™ addressed to Wilson Xshida sugdgests that he
hae hi# brother talk to Dr* Joseph Oourley regarding a job of
iBowing grass on tho o&mpus at tha Oixio Experixaent Station* n
this looming writing & letter to Dr* Qourley telling him about
your letter*

Letter Cand D are duplicates™ in which | ask thesa
won to let ae know of any jobB &vailabl« for George S« Sldo*

0 is tho material sent to Dr* DelLong &
Br« Hauser referred to in Cand D¥ Ur* Kido does not ask for
st&ttt job*

letter K  the one about iniioh you urote bic® PXe&so
observe this is not a r&ommnd&tion® It 1s merely a reference*

x shall do ay very best to prevent ooscitmlo&tion b«twddii
th# Heiooaticm Autihorilty cmd atsit9 osaployeoa*

| amvery anxious to h&# a talk with you about our
program* 1 bar* askad your seorotary, lira* Honry9 to arrange a
aweting at your 0onvo&Iionoo*

Very truly yours#

B. X. Pakam
Holooation Officer
m)sgl



An appointasnt was made with Qorarnor Brioker to diaouas ifith

him our program soon th® episode referred to above ooour™d* The
Oovornor, in that saeotlzig9 nas outspoken and stated if it wm
possible &d the solution of the J&pa s probl in Aiaarioa wer leils

up to him, he would send every JiapaReso bftok to Japan* When it was pointed
out that g3k tho people were bom 1& this country ha
recognised that th«re would be some diffioulty In doporting them# but
still insisted that that ivould b© a h&ppy solution if it iwsre possible!

Some months later irtwin Mi# Dillon 1”*or iraa in Colivabus® n
APP intBemt was mad  ith the Governore and togsthor w® wairfe over with
hi» again tho program of WA at this oonf&roneef he was less oertain,
I thickt of hiiuHiXf* Certainly loss outspokciiip and #iiXo he gave no
'noourag«B»nt, ho did give us th« iagpreasion it was not hia intention
to saak» any public statememt that would injur# our program*

It oighis b« reoaHed in this oomwotioii thftt in ay first
Tiow with th» Oov«mor# M mad« rolbrence to haying had di.nn.or ulth a
family to W”stervillf* MLo by the muaa of Cltraaonts- had &
housoboy* yoimg isan waited om the t ble during th« meal and th.
oovem T mado rof#i*aCt 9 to th« fear of the guosts during this iounil*

A further atatament on this conneotion tvould be interesting*
ThO young mxi In gitostioii m.s a graduate of th« tftilversity of California
with & degree in Engineering* | was InstruBMiiital in getting him & Job
in Dayton, Ohio- hav« HIIDZ y«>t had an opportunity to tell th

Clejaants about this incident# X am sure they would be hesitant to bellow



| t# beoauQs they ha” since that tlios “ployed other Hisei and Xssoi*
and would bo inoapablo of understanding the attitude of their guasts
oa that oooasion* | another visit to Gbvemor Brioker'a offioe dur
ing tho early days in th# hope that | might otsnvinoe hia that there imr9
o”rtain atato institutions that would 'benefit from amploying teohsdoally
trained ©vaouees* He promi8«<l at that tijse to hav« a zaeetlng of his
cabinet, put the questiont to th«m emd leave It to heir dooisio&f and that
he would not insist upon his ovn attitude being followed* 1 ms not

to this meeting* It would b# vary difficult for ©to iiaaglno
Qovarnor Bri<dc©r,s Cabinet at that tiioe taking any stand contrary to ~10
knoim belief and 8®ntiia«<nt of th® k>v®afnor, who it must be rei OBiiberedf
wae approaohing a ]JI&tl mX eleoti.on# especially a national nomioatiGOi in
'which his friends, to say th© least, were promoting his as a oandidat#
for th© Hapublioan nomination for ?reeidOnt of tha Xlniised States*

I believa Oovarnor Brlokar denied during theso monthc that ho nas
a nandidata* eryono of. <sourso. understood this ims due to bashfulne*8
on his p€irt and not a laok of desire*

th© final episode, so far as our work ms ooncomddO in n«hioh tho
Governor playad a part was at th« national meeting of Qo”rnora, whioh
Has held at Oolumbus th« amaaer of 1973* She po210y of th© 007ernor*
baokers wa® that h« ivould b« th« host# non-partisan (withlji
the limits of sound Hepublioanism}j the result ms that Govomor Tkmity,
vho ims not playing the part of a shrinking violet# stole the show during

th« #arly days of the C ni*<ir«xioe« Oovernor Warren of California, anothsr



oAndldat# (h« hopod)t stol« tha shov in th« letter days of tho Oonfttr«iiee*
Th»s« two Btsn played up in !Loo& papers cuad papers *throu”ioidt the
state* The allmx# so far as VWRAwas oonoemedt oasie 1100 Oowrnor
Warren land© hi# address b«for© tK« govertioro of all of th# states# fom
addmss ims devoted to a justlfioation of hla Administration in emoimtiog
the Japanose from the Host Coast# to the aoousatlons and Inelnuatlons
that were ctt th&t timio ctnamm among Wsst Ooeist polimoi&ns* Apparently
the Oovornor was riding th« crest of the waw”that looked like good
politios* Ifhat ho saidf of oour89t was ffont page headlines9 nowgpapor
eopy# and mdc our program in Golui®ud imioh more diffloult* It would not
hav« boon oaa« had the sweting and th« sp9«oh# lot us say0 ba<m mad*
in Kansas City or e70n In Chicago*

The AoisriaftQ legion and Veterans of Foreign 1Sarsf both hold 6t«ki«
EMdtiogs in CoXuabus early in 19243 as ms expeot«d# passed the usual
rosolutlcms opposing relocation* nawBpa|Mir aooounta gave summri9B
of the resolutions and ono# mor9 our public relations in Colusibus iror«
fkioed with headlines. Aa f)& as ]Jmow, no &otion mis taken by looaX
legionnaires9 as suoh» or Logion Posts in opposition to our work*

10 influonoe of suoh opposition ia ubtlof insidious
oMonot b« aeasur«4» It influenoes th« thinking of the p«opl« without
their knoiring it* It oaua.s th« «np3Loy»rs to question it thor th® w»rk-
swwn wuld &oo«pt tho Japansso as oo«™worksrsf and It arousas ousplolon
aed in many oases oonflrms adt beliefs alre dy half #3834 by th« uniafon )»d*
The 11 State diversity rofusod to Admit 3tud«nl;a until Ibisao



Tanaaoto, a discharged veteran™ nadd applioationi And oven in his o&sef

a ruling ma h#ld over his head preventing him from taking any 8 i«n «
ooursoA or being admitted to any univorsil® Iftboratorles* In tha beginning
this ruling 9Tan applied to some of tho haraslass biological laboratories*
It swiazit that 9VAIx this Ol6 studant, & v»teraa# ms unable to tak« a
oourse in engineering*

I z*eporli submitted to th FSaoulby Gounoil showed that ov«r
A00 Jkmriom bom Japa&eso students bad appXl«d for admission to Ohio
Stftta I13hiv«rsity during th« early “»&rs of evaoiMitioii* f even a JPraotfioa
of these had been admitted™ it would have bowi a great is™etus to relooatioa
in Ooltoabas* Unlike tha University of Mi higan# idiioh erapXoy»d aeveraX
hundred and laade atm Arbor one of the little Tok™oa of tha
Olio State University nas never willing to eaploy any person of <Jiapane««
anoestry* a good IHiastration of this is tKe o&se history of Dr« eorg«
Kido*

Jr« Kido received his Ph« P* D»greo f*om the tihi~ersity of
CaXifomiai he ims giv®n an opportunity to work for the Soott Seed Compfti’r
of liaryOv I110# (Kilo, a nationally knoim diatributor of farm seeds and
lawn s«eds» It was desire of this oompaa™ to establish a fellowship at
Oliio State % ir«rsity in th# Departraont of Agronoxay and have Dr» Kido
in oharga of tha ras«aroh work, *rfiioh they proposed to pay for. This
type of rosoaroh is an accepted and maoh sought after activity of the Ohio
State tblTarsity* A apeolftl departssont has b«en established to handle it*

This dop&rtmoxxt is known as the Ohio State Hose&reh Foxmdation. It i«



head«d by Dr* A* R* OXpin. Dr# Olpin spent tiae in Japan ia hi#
youth as ft aisslon&ry* He knew th» ilapuieto h&ztdy ttheir virtfu#*
and t™iolr 11 «¢o*  Bb nas obj*cfeiv® in his sywiMifehy And iaidaritftiidisig«
ThO Bepartsioat of Agronoay i»a8 anxious to hav» the project established

& th Haiversitiy A& ooopera'fct wilbh tB9 & R*location Offiocr, in
presett'blng Dr. Kido*s oa«>, wafi of *d® Soo Company to th#
University* to aak® a long #tory short, th« Dhivereity rOftisad to allow
th« project to b« «8tabli8hed with Dr# Kido in oharge*

Th* Pfenidaiit of th» Ifeivaraity, howver, did giv« hia 00U8"nt
to allow Or* Kido to use th» UniTorslty Library* Ha waa aot too sure

r wilb®# but? | thiidc h”si'tatisd "to tak® a stand stioh
an otjfriously hftml~ss 00lloession*

Dr* Kido lived in Colioabua for *«v»ral months* He nas paid by th«
Soott S«ed ConMany for doing library r«ftroh. Ho na« sent <ma tour
through th« East nhop© h» visited agrioultural eo3Lleg«89 DuPent Reaearoh
laboratory, and th« W« S. Depariaaont of Agriculture. He later moved to
¥kty»rill0 Ohio, nhara h« conducted what | hftv» been told was a v#ry
suooessfil, r 8«<troh projoet*

Hwouid '"B#wcig to iGply . a 11 . Djv Kido whblj
to Marysville. fhi« oaa« history cannot ba oo”)I6t« tharefor®, without
a&ying that IforysTilld, th® «aall rural town northwiBt of Columbus,imt
unhappy to hav® Dr* Kido and his very charming wifto nonre into their aid»t
At leasts <»e barbetlxHfU8Bd to out George* hair# Q«orge refused to 1»lk

About th« di®orittinfttion in Harysvill®, but that it existed is «rldonoed



from f&ot th 1 both & tho Seott Cooimiiy tftmincit d tho pro_
Jeot in oametr of 197°5*  In spite of tha fl&vorabla results ivhioh he had
sooured, and the syi®athy of the soanageiaimt of Soott CowpAtxy, it was
inpossible for hira to continue his residenoe in Marysville under idmt
seeskod inoraaslngly hostile environment.

Today Dr« Kldo is &t thd lhadversity of Wi800118in where ho is doing
research for an industrial oonoem* At the and of a year, ho will mow
to St* L uis» Kiohig&nf whore the ia&mt™aoturing concom 1¢ loo&t o It
will be intaresting to see if St* Louis, Miohigaa and the Ubiversity of
Wisconsin ascperionce turns out similar to th» Marysrille - Ohio State
tiniversi® esqperietioo* Dr. Kido and his ar® not too sura About th«
future*

This raoital of the oxperienoe at WLo State Univoraity m>uld be
inoonplote without saying that others who Ollde&vored to mploy Japanese
Aioerlo ns mot ivith similar refus&l on the part of tho dmlnistra/bioiu
Like many tales of woer howevert this one hfts a hftppy ending* The
I&iiversity now aooepts Hisei 8tud«nto without an inquisition* “h«y hav«
r«c«ntly aoployod a secretary* During the past ywur there haa I3<wn at
least efl*loyod la the Groan house* fhe outlook arouad Ohio Stata
Itoii'Vttraity for Hisei is, | should say, as good as any plaoe | kaom of#
now that the mr is -7er# uid JBk is going out of exist<moe* "hOr« ar«

a lot of faculty who ar« tolerant and willing to h«lp minority
groups regardless of their n&tion&lit

tho priTato sohools of hio# tho denominfttio&al sohooXs# of vhioh



there ar« & great number® nera idth one exception open to Ifisai students*
This oxo«ptlon was Wittenberg at Springfield, Ohio* | don't hav© oorr«-»
sponds&oe bat«we& ayself and the president of this oolX«ge# but it should
b# inoludUid hare as an exaic"Xo of unusual behavior on tho part of «
ohuroh sohooX (i& "ils oas## a XAtther& school} although X h&o no reason
to b SAeire ttuit d.nominat cm of* Cfermn origin ook; &oti B beotmee of
its origin rather than because of the ooraiaunity of the group of isdlI*
Tiduals 10 oonstituto its govorni&g board* So b#tt«r illustration of &
dosumstr&tioa of Christian principles and a baokbona to stand by thes«
primoiples oaa be found than stand tak«n by 8 hool« staoch as Ohio
WhBsley&a, Ott«rb«iii9 HolLdelborg® Oberlln, aad m&ny others* Looal oppositicm
by Axasrioan X*gicm gi*0lll> and patriots developed in he toimft swhero th«O#

sohooXs were looated did not9 as far as X knowf iatlmldattf the admiiiis-

rr:

iftiddXeimstttni people as any other group*
A Japanese boy was eX«ot«d president of hia olass at OborXin®
axid Qoorge Mamira has been elected president of his olass at Ohio Utoaleyan*
fho of Ictboz* unions in Golumbus, Ohio baa b«en typioal*
fh» Axoerioati Federation of Utbor has b9«a neutral or non-oooperatlve* Ths
C* X* 0* on the other hand, has #xpr 8sed interest right from the beginning*
Mr* ted Silvh ms oae of th« early visitors fts was Mr* DsHuooiai they
offor«d their help in o&se wo ran into dlsoriminatioa from any of th«lr

uaians &nd# more importftnt, they employed Alioo ~akeuohl as seor«tary*



fhi« young Ictdy ha. s:iino« nareM to S& IWixusittoo as tm oil
San Franoisoo & Xt
It ms not labor opposition nor mia it opposition on the p&rt of
«npXoy«rfi idilch asauct relooation diffloult 111 Coluabus* Hhi biggest
obstftole fron the beginning ims low wages, to illuatr&t® this point#
Ellen and X*ois Itanag& o&re to Columbus from a r«location cmnter and ««r«
‘mploysd the D»Xb«r Blsouit Cosh&ny at %»k5 VY hour* This was th®
wwhioh the Urm Rt tlunt time could pay for th« wrlc they wor« doing*
fhair brother iwnt to Cleveland and wrb ©ployed by th« U-Drivo-It Coigjftny*
la order for the thr«« lItanagas to get together, th« brother oarae to
Colunibug to investigate a job offer tha same company h© worked for in
Cl«™«land# the U*DriT8-1t Cois™iy. ?2h© wage paid in Columbus waa $.20
aa hour less than tho wa@» paid for the sasivb work in Cleveland* Inimsti.
gatlcm shonod that r«at» wer« juat as high, th® living oostn in general
In»re t as high* Th» outoozm of tills was that Bllen and IrOie mmt to
CX«Txilatid to liro nith thoir brother* Thay went to work in a bakery
at  per hour doing esaantially tha scmui thing th«y wore doing in
Columbus for #*145* You my rapoat thie «xperi«B e over and ov«r* Most
folks nho oftno to Coluabus movod cm whom they sav tha img08* Most of
thosi iur7«r oven c&w to Ooluoibus bdc™uso ho job offers iserti for low «&JOS*
So far tiarativtt has not been a oh#«rfuX oimi* It has described
the oloud and not the silver lining* Ther« ims a *ilv«r Hning—and it i«
ay intontlon now to point It out* 1 was Invited eftrly to address -.

ragicmal oonv«ntion of T* M¢ C. a» «aor«tarl08* Th« T* 0+ A+ made



i#o supply housing Tor tha young 0 a oosiizig t;0 CoX\Mbus«
S#v»rai of thorn lived in the nYMduring th«ir entire stay in tho city.
Its still has ono reaidont who oftme hero early in 1973* ©I® Y# II* C# A*
also laado an 9ft Tt to employ a swiiaBiing teaoher# but wa w r« uimbl« to
find a qualifiad person for this position.

The Columbus t* W C* A* is, in ay opinion, the one outstanding
organisation so far a» its efforts to help with relocation ie concerned*
fh©y hav® b«<m 8peoially heipf\*i during ILhd past year in fumiahing
plaoe for roor®ation, a plaoe for raedtings* and a homa for girls -whenavr
rooms nerd air&iiabl»*

Oa» tha projects nhioh tho T« W C# A* sponsorod was a class
1a Public Speaking for Hisdi who wir* t ing by various churohes
aad orgftnisationa =y addruas thair fifldw hij>» Thoy datOr bob% out
notiica to 1l euoh ofgstieftaiids thais spad™>s 1O me In thli
vay# a great d«al of good was acoomplished "by having th« fblkSn even i&
surroundiag small towns #uoh as Plain City, oam in direct contact with
&t least I3A Japanoao Jysieriean*

Hiss Ogat&# a#or»tftry of the WX offio® ms th« most popular
apeak<ir and actress#!! perhaps as many as twenty groups* Aiko %.shlt
Biko Toehihaahi, Lily Saito, Alice Tak«uohi# Enid Okiwara, and Georga
Xido 1lid other# wre invit<id to address grmaps ia Contral Qtiio* A
ooBplflise ros'fcer of uoh was not fc pt, nor "wes its r®pori;«d to tth TRRA
offioe*

In th« early spring of I~k, 1118 Qgal»# Mr. Booth#, and myaelf



partiolpatod in an inter-racial sweting h«ld at Antioch College* The
outstaxsding panel of the conference, in f&ot9 ms on« in whioh Hr*
Booth# prosid~d and in which we partieipated-«»th<i subject b«ing nTh«
problems of Belocatlon and th« Japa2l086 Amarioazis**1

Various individual ministers in Columbus and in oontr&X Cio
wore oooporative* | addressed the ministorial assoolation9 and groups
from time to tissm, but the result as far as actual relocation im« con*
oerned was disappointing* A dinner me held with the ministers of
Columbus at tha T« W C* A* early in our efforts at relocation and so
far as | know r«suits from this isseti&g wero neg&tivo*

The Indi&nola Methodist Churoh latar hired MIml Asikuri as
secretary* Dr* Morrill of the Flrat Congregational Church asked us to
s9 ur« a sooretary for him* fhis effort resulted In Alice 9ak«uchi
ccaaing from Rohwer to aoo«pt the position# Before sh« arrived, how®w»r#
the Bexird of Deacons rofused Pr.reqvwnst* As &result® Alio«
took a job with th# C# I# 0« Figure out where religion begins and ends
from that oas« history if you can*

IVoa the standpoint of farm r«Xoo&ti n# the efforts in <96do were
fruitless* Th« bast r63121ts secured in this connection wera from a
olrcular letter s«nt to various groenhouse operators In the state* fhi9
letter brought nany responses and rosultod in rdsottlenumt throughout th«
state* ffo great number 19r« 6v r ioc&ted in this f101<d ia Ohio duo
largely to lack of housing*

I vmt iffith individuals and in groups large nwnbers of farmers*

I axi8imr«d questions about J&panese Amerioan8# their traciohOry9 thoir



loyaltjy, their low standard of living, and an endless number of others
which had somehow filtered into the minds of our rural population.

All such questions* of course, could b« an8l©r d and individuals
oould be oon”inoed, but it was like ”~sowing dragons* teeth,wvhoro om
ms killed# a thousand sprang up In its pXaod* Hothing In th© whol®
M id of r»liocation Buses as rnioh frustration in this redooation
officer™ life as this experience with farmers* Unlass it oould fee
stated that th© same frustration resulted from his experience with th«
Ohio State University# i“ioh should have lanoira betterl

That it was possible to change people*s minds can bast be Ulus*
1;ratod by th© following oorrespondfmoe from Mr* Botkins, 1whose hoa© is
in Plain Gity* This oorresponddnoe roaulted from a oiroular letter
whioh | mailed out to all greenhouse owners and operators in Ohio# It
was what WO referrdd to In our inner oirolss as th© wha'fcdii*-handM

letter# A copy of this follows*
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WAR RELOCATIOH AUTHCHmM

TELEFSOirBt  Ukin 668" 5320 A«I*U. Building
CoXumbu«# Ohio

July 29,1 5
Mr* (Iroenhouse Uaxi

Bear 8irt

What mpuXd you say if ft man rang your doorbell tosiorrow morning
aiul asked for iforkt WonW you think th« iwir was ov©r  Tfould you
listen to his story?

Here X stand at your door-«hat in hand* | want & job for &0
whoa your government haa said ar« wkn—help th«n find a hcano in Ohio*

Shea® swm ar» now living as the gueats of your SR Jin th
ten Heloo&tioxi Gantora, mostly in Southwes om 89 tions of the United
States*

fhey TWittt to re-establish themselves for the duration as useful
oitisens* Their reiaov&X from tha Baolfio Coast was dmemd advisable
in th# days when Invasion was a likelihood* The saia© gorormoent that
moved th«m is today f:lllding them new jobs cmd new horaeal

Fifteen thousand or more of those mxn and woiaein have already
b«im hired in «v«iry oonoeivabl© kind of jolj—aa farmers”™ iiurs®1718911s
florists# saaohinists, aeoretaries, and nhat have you* they or® in
Kanoas, 20im# Miohigati, Ohio and practically evsry other Mid-Wostem
state*

There ar« a nusaber of exporienoed dESBSHQUSE workman available*
We should Ilko to havo you tell us about your needs, about the living
conditions In your oonaaunlty™ about the aTftllability of houses for
families, as ~*ell as for single msn. If you "would like to mko inquiry
tram somone in this part of the countryt write to the GRBISIIQ BDRSEEY
at Monroe™ Uiohigani and to Mr* Weisa of 1319 HONH CM®HS ORESSHCRISE
CCHPAS7 at Mount Clen»n8# Miohigan. They are now ©alloying severculL
people of Japan®s© anoastry in their businesses.

Ohio people ar® true Asoerioans—thoy hftvo aooepted those Acierioang
of Japanese anosstry in tho spirit of deraooraoy* V®woro a doubt-
ful in the beginnings that timo is pagl;. Today, many of them ar«
employed in Cle-voXazid® Cincinnati, Toledo, Oayton# Columbus, and on farms
and in small oitles*

Wormt you please let tm hoar from youf

Tours truly.

(s) Bverotst L* Dakan
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THE HAH CITY GRBOTOTSES
i1+ A* Botkin# Proprietor

Bansies and Delphlniuns Qur SpeoiaXty
Plain City9 Ohio

Aug. k, 195

Hr* Hverott L* Pakan#
3520 A .1 . U. Building.
Columbus# (Yodo«

Dear Sirs

Tours of July 29th at hand re ardin? Jap Labor, ws
sure need help but not that betd# WO haT9 %’\on up two of our
export plantora, tm of et 8 m>, one daughter, and | should
bm a good Asaarioan and employ the ezunay*

Xt Xwortt a good Asmrio™n oitlxon as you must think

you are | certainly would feol very low in, taking good hard
earned S« Uoney for a “ob of the kizid you hold# to offer
insults to Americans who are trying hard to neip win th© War
in the effort on tho Hoe Front* You did not hav« th« norv»
to ooms to ay door with hat in hand looking for a job of the
TelXow rasoals”™ you know the history behind these teXlowa as
well as Xor bettor, they oaimot be trusted. HIG© ar© a

exoeptions of loyal Asierioan Bom «aps# but why did they
coirfcjfibuto to :the China 1%ar and ©ducata their sons and Daughters
in our 00110ges then return them to Japan to got further education
in Japanese*

I vendor if our boys captured on Batarl are being
f«d X 0 O¢camand Apple Plo* As Atoarioim thor« sure are a
lot of softies*

| can only look upon your letter as an Insult to
4sa0ri ftiic*

Tours sinoarcly

(s) W a« Botkins
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3720 A* X* Lk Building
Columbus X5» (Xxio

Augusls 00. 1950

lir. If. A. Botkin
the piaih cm (m m aassm
Plain Qity9 (Kilo

De&r Itr» &otkint

| hare looked at your letter daily sinoe it arrived* | hairo read it
over several tines* | have delayed answering It beoauso | just don*t
know what to say* | oamiot bring oyaoXf to fight with my brother
Aether he b« a resident of Plalh Cit?y, Ohio, or of a Japanese Har
Eelooation Authority oas"p* there are too mamn® saisunderstandings in
tht« norXd nawf and X hope nover to be guilty of adding any raor« mis**
tandarstand ixig«e

X aja 8uro tha”™ you ixaiut know that | do nd% fteol X aa a disloyal
Affiario&n* | haY« liv»d In <"ilo a long tiiao* | tm sore that you must
roallse th~t | do not oonsoiousXy think of vsy work aa being ddtriiaental
to you or to our 8018 who are in th« senrioo* Xam «ure# too, that you
will Admit at le at ay «i»o®rity in lgr effort; to r*locai® he loyal
Japsuiese Amerioan oitsisens*

That i« about as far as | can go in a&swerlng your letter—th»re i* a
3t Qr9 to be 8&id, of oourse* There i« voluaiaoua literature written
on %x subjeotp thuro have been Inmsoerabla 00lgr~sslocu&X heiurisig8«
these hare been printdd and are available for the asking* It wouxtt
please ms gr«at” to fUmish you with this laatari&X if you nould oara
to have it»

Thera has b««n aaioh oonftision and aany thing# have appeared in the
p&pors whloh haro b«on proven fklse* Ifaay rtrours have been spread

uhleh upon lirr«*%igation of tii® Federal Bureau of Aray
ami San Int#llig«n 9 have bean proved untx*uo and Baliolous* It would
tak© a long tiia0 for you and | to go ovw ail of lou probably

ifould not hava th« patiexuse flud 1 probably would ftiU ia ny efforts*

I should Ilka, in olosing# to assure you of on® things that so fkr a«
Xaa oapabl«# X shall never Insult an Asaerloan regardless of his color#
raoef oreodt or religions

Yours vary truly.

E~rerrtt L* I1M"kan
Eolooatioa Officer

eld/o



THE PUXH 017Y GGRBSSHCSISBS
W« A« Botkin™ Proprietor

Banslaa «nd Delphiniums Our Specialty
Plain Oity9 Ohio
Aug. 27,

Mr« Birer«tt L» Dakant
CoXumbu8t
Ohio*

vy artiol«8 regarding the situation of the Aiaerio&n Born
in partlouXar written by a Amdrloan Bom Jap Wosiand her artioX#

"1™ Fko« Is Uy Chily nhioh appeared in Liberty0O 1
read this with an open mind and isust ooni”*ss X have an ontirely
different Tiew than «h«n X Hr«t wrote y u9 there are saany i<ho ar«
& good Amsrioans aa Any of Yet afteir tnking a pole of say oim#
in V¥ oomamity, Xwould hardly dare to employ aa» of tham* }y oan
family are <Uvid«dl on tho

It is v»py strange both your letter# m>uld arrive *»"in our
hearts were h”ritaU

Mr* Dakaa pl«as« &ooept ny apology for mrlting you as Z did9
it fortunate fbr both of us that you did not oo in person instead
of by but the old saying goes# rnk wi«9 nan will change his
.ina but a fool navr

With kindest ragards &d b«st of wishes in your work, | wa,

Yours siac«r«lyt

(s)IT. A. Botkin



3520 a. |. u. Building
CoXu”™us X5» Ohio

Soptasaiber 114# 19°0

Mr* A. Botkin
THE PL&XH CITY (mmSOOSE
Fl&in Nity# Ohio

Dear Hr* Botkint

| oertainXy appreelated your Xettor* It oon_
firsis a belief that X hare almys held««*that you o«n't
classify @ loan just because ho gets »ul oooftsionaily*
I havo & tezaper Xiko & buss sawi X miderstand other
people who have similar reactions*

Som day porhaps our paths will cross in a
ploasant @xxl—l«t us hope so* Xn mewat5jmt tor
youf your 8 & your d&ughtez*, and your wifo!
aooept ay best wishes*

Tours very truly,

S~orott L* Dalcan
Relocation Officer

mld/o
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Qae 0an98 mind ii&s ohanged but you will observe that neither hia
ttaiXXy or his ooBaaunity nere oontrinoed* Aaothor 068® of dragons* taeth*

Ore of the reftsons for fftilur© of relocation to farms In Ohio in
addition to prejudice and fear ignoiwoe mentioned above ims the
laok of adequat« housing* Ohio tenant houses &ro notoriously poor
most oases* Zt is an unusual farm has a modern tenant house or
enroll m semiHBtodem 0116 It was this that caused the soandal of the
bath**ub# ivhloh tsroke on DeooB&er 6# 1973* th# day before th« Pearl
Bkrbor aauivor»ftry and during th« hearings of “txe Dies Sub-Cowaittee in
Washington* It Is uxmeoessary at this point to quote the artiole in
Midwals Frontier * nhioh was responsibl for this outburst! of politioftl
indignation* It would seem logioal to record h»r« ar own persoiml re-
action to this |Mir8 m 1 episode# and | shall do @ without attempting
to go into detail*

Ify first knowledge thals th© stox*y was *t0 br©ak ivas on Saturday»
December when a oaXl from Hashington made inquiry regarding tha prob-
ably 8 uro« from nhioh the newspaper in Washington that ims going to
break the story had oome* A call or two to Miohigan ms fruitless in
looa"blLng h© oxnoti fiouro® of* tshis infonaaision”™ and whilo this oousDyn'ta'tor
now has hia auspioiona and hi# 1sh«ori®8f its would b© ubxwl bo ljo rooord
these*

The telephone from that ti  until 5iGDA* Monday ima constantly
ringing, so by the tia» the story appears in th« newspapers on Monday

aorning, and by th© tii» the radio ooiaaentators began talking about it.



I was more than prepared to answer any questions which might be exabaz”rassing
to HHA or to s”seXf* Bisirsp pers wem not too izrberested in what I had
to say anyimy* The local papers did run a front page intenriew with m»9
together Ddth 8010 torribls piotures* They were objeotiva, friendly and
unbiased in their reporting*

(1t might be wall to say at this point that wo had fine oooperation
from all throe Columbus newspapers from the day the offio« opened until
it 01069d« fhey reported, as might be expected™ the incidents played up
by Diea but thair editorials™ their ooluranists* and their
reporters, as well as their foatur® writers, gavo us & fair and unbi&sad
oovorage of everything that went on in Columbus and central Ohio.)

It was obvious to anyone 0 had kept apaoa of tho aotivlitie3
of Congress9 the Dies CoMaittee, the growing opposition to the Adminis-
trAtion, that; * Dakan juat happened to be in the line of fire* 1
might have been seriously h\u*t« Fortunately, most of tho shots went
fliround aie* fhe attitude of the %iy raity admliustration in this was
certainly above suspiolon* Di6 President» the De&n and h. Board ofl
Tru tees 100ked cit it preirby smoh as stated and advised agAinst
taking it too seriously*

Ab noar as | oan describe the reaction of my associates on the
Faoulty of the tMivorsity”™ it oould bast bo expressed Isy *fhat*8 D&kan
all right#* One newspaper reporter oame to the caucus and Interviewed
1119 of the faoulty memberst There were some praises# some nioe words9

but oi» mett naa quoted as saying, "Dakan is a firebrand/ | wish | knew
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nho that waa# boe&ute fire-brand i« on® terminology that | don*t Xik9
appiie=« I>6Ing d aoriptiv» of either ideas or ay ta“peraaant. The
)*eaotion of ay assooiat”s indicated th«y were having & good deal of funf
but nozui of th*a €70 to tako it very Herl0lflly* and not & re819&ho;r«d
that X had b9%n in hot water IMilbro««hottar9 in ta.ot0 th&n tilst

Tho r9100ato 8 took it protty muoh as a joke, and | think got some
satlsfAotion out of sedlzig ft HHA officer on tho spot* They would hare
been more than hustan h&l they not*

th» attitude of th« Ohio Farm Bureau and the Ohio State Orango to
this «pi8 d9 ivaa interesting* neither of these organis&tions were quoted
in at"y nswspaper diapatoh» Hi® reason for tdiio was that Mr. Fiohter#
Blaster of tho Ohio Orange, and Mr. LinooXn, Secretary of the Ohio Parm
Bureau™ mire oonsidorato enough to get in touoh with mo before thoy noujid
make a statemont* 7hoy found out th» jpaots r |1 had re&d theaa tsha
entire articlet and apparently if any statemont nas iaad«# it naa not
quotod*

would hair. b«& idso if 8 no of tIMb dv&na of iagriotilttur<» algHt

haY9 tak<m r sIlmii&r otiou. of &10wlag them el'Toa to b quoted
abcmt a quotati<m from an ai*tiole—the quotation having beon lifted out
of the text.

Xdon*t bollovo thiit episode InfXuonood relooati<m« 1 aman
&+ 00lats editor of th« Ohio PYmex% My picture ftppo&rs in every issue*
Ore feature &tialo fliChout JT&pflmese relooation tms writ: by ms cind Ji
attaohod*

Thera is reason to believe that siost of the 2509000 Ohio Farmer



ro&d«r« knev that Xiv& engaged In the relocation of “apanes* Amerloant

in hi # and yot but two letters nere recoivod by tho Ohio Farmor office

owned by Senator Cftpp«r ivent to town editoriaUy on tho bath-tub 8oandft

7h« Mlohigan Farmer, a part of the eaioo ohaln as th« Olio F&rmor

There again wo h&# no avidanoe that the fanuera of Michigan iroro greatly
oonoerned* Xt m&y be that fs&ra<irs do not read dally paperss it is
possible that th«y did not hear th» radio ooiasient&tors discuss this subjaot
&d it i® just barely possible that they ahrugged their shoulders and
figuratively sald# ®*So nhatf*1

Oae agricultural leader# Mr. Piohterf Master of th« Ghio State
Orange* rjaetrkod whon | read th® article to him over th« phon© on Sunday
&ight# DCoembCr 5# that nh&t | said was th« truth and ther» need b# no
eonoom about any revolt on th# part of th« farmer#--that most fiarmar*
knew that their property wag not zaodam and did not like it* And that ny
exMlamtion that thez® vras r shortage of material ivaa an ad«qtmto oim»

X should mot want to leave the iaaprttssion that | think the artioXv
was bXaswless™ | think that E» L* Dakan pulled a bonn»r* 1 think that
Hr« Wkis pulled & burner* 1 think that 1 oryon* who passed on this article
pulled %boner* Th« stateawat oritioised waa a sxaart aleok# flippant <m»
the fluot that it happ#ti3 to b« ay does not justify th« statei&ftnt
being u««d in the ki&d of publloation 1lldwost Frontiers nas Intended to

Tu  7h« artiol« whloh | praparod for th« Ohio is a 8 b«r# ooX4
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bl,ood«d# h ftrtl«88 but is safis and soimd* It ms cleared by
Editor idth HaroXd Fist9re# and Pist«r«» roportod that Kelaey mad«

this rmimrk about idio artiole* “lfhat h&ro you done to Dakant This does
not souxid Xlko hiatn

It is possible that this remark by KeXsey Is 2esponsibl« for the
o&rtfl.aftneee on Hetr'oXd*& pftrt i  not oe&eoring ny writing mor« o&refuHy.

Fister« ims not disposed to spoil ftnyon0*s stylo* Brents proved h« had

more oonfiddnoo in ay judgoant than was mrrant*d« | don't bulieiro this
8 would hay gotten by Editor Kelley either* Hd goes through ay
stuff with a fin«>toothed ooeib* fie hftfi mvex* ohangod tho osssutiftl

aoani&g of an artioXe9 but he hAt kept phx*a698 and sent“noos out of my

AT . .

final w>rd in passing of the thoughtfUln«as of Dillon Ca

Monday, Dooember 6, just bofore the offioa olosed, he called m» trcm
Hashizigton* He had bean befor# the Dies Comraitteo most of the day* He had
to deay responaibillty for the artiolo. He called to e~gplain why and
1110ited to tell n& hiaself beforo | read It in the paper* His stat«n»nt
Inter Ajppearad in the paper and mxs in my opinion a good and JMair  »e

Olle more person might be quoted here is D<wn CuxmitighMa of tho
OoXXegs of Agrioulture-*who sent th« following; telegram to the
newspaper in Yteshixigtom# D» C« in reply to an insistent dexoand from the
paper* 8100 words these9 and it helped soothe my injured pride and feelings*

Anyono interested in nhat oongressBian nd r pre8ttntai;iv9S had to



say might find their reiaarka properly rooord”™d in the Congressional
Beoord* ~Extension* of remarks appeared for several days after Dooemb«r
perhaps fbr as long as three weeks* Fooms ivsre r«ad into Eeoord
that wero honeys* | don't recall all of thaso in detail, but it is ny
belief that few of these wre complimantary to this writer or to WA»

So fiar as  know tihd fined neifsp per appaiar«d in the
Chioago Sun on oo ibor 19» 19 5 under tho Qf O&rrol Kmpatriokv
It ms ft fVont pag« story oariyittg isy pietur® and reporting that icnre®ti_
gation showad that 1 was a registered Hspublioan* Th« reporter said h«
had aakod s<»v«ral Hepublioans 1~10 had previotisly taken a not altogether
frikndXy attitude for comments but ho was u&abl« to quot« any of thomt

for a bit of huner | refer to Ollie James of tho Cinoinnati Baquiror
It ttould be unforttinat® if hia -writing on this subject iror© lost to poa-
torltyi and for a store aerious &nalysls# e full page editorial In th«
Saturday E®vi«w of literature on or about Deoomber 15*

ThebLr pedzrb of departure was to compare the soriou prob!l00a of the
irorld #iioh Congress might bo diaou8sing irith  is not sarious prooxem
iriiioh they were discussing*

Flam r@008.tion in Miohigwa ie»nt better right on tho #tart than
in CSiio* She prasident of Michigan State 0011«£ 9 Mre Hannah waui
for mny years poultry exi®nsicm speci&Hst* W« vmr0 14 friend# dating
bftok to the days 11119 hd ms a student, and we oooasio&aixy attended opora
in Chicago instoad of going to the burlesquo show as most of our &8 oiat«s

did* This is not int zided to p&t either HannAh or isyseif on tho b&ckt but



sorely to point out a ocnssmmity of intoreat*

£&rly in our program | A8k»d hi» to o&Il a meeting of interested
people« This group met in his offloe and ropredentati®e of aliaost
®v#ry segment of -the field of agrloultural leadership. It resulted in a
oonaittee driving to Hohwar and 4er<aimt Arkftnsfts* Professor Cardinel.l9

together «ith a representative of th« vegotabX# growers mude liiis trip

ar«a north of Detroit*

010 of the scul ttistaketi oy & that ims not hastily 0 ploy»
Ing Cardin»ll and putting him in Hr* Lorre90 offioe* Ur* Lovev at that
tiae and up to now, hoadod the Iteergetioy Farm labor program in the stat«
as4 was anxious to hare a relocation officer in his office* It ims «n
opportunity iwhieh tuivex* ?08«mt«4 itself again* It is not zay Intention
luir0 to bhmo anyonn Itx HRA for not being Able to see ahoad as well as 1
oan 800 baokimrds*

fhls oonoludes my sivaii song# and X should like to point out that.
In my opinion™ all relocation officers hava <mir~es*iha8ieed th« oofimmity
aeo«pt&n 9 of the Axasrioim r0o8 ttlera* Hhat wo all did ivasi to
run fVoRa prajudioe* Ite did not fight it or oppose it or. In my opinion,
did im do nmoh to ohange Its course* If an employer or & labor iinion
s&id we W»ro proa# to let it end ther9 and found'another en”Xoyer
tmd Another group of .siployeos nho saide "AH rights” Tho tendonoy was

to play up these fiavorable situations And to play down the unfi&vor&ble*



fhis was good for reXooation—it naa good# X believe”™ in the long run
for th© mor&l« of th« roaottlers thezasolTes* It miuld b« very bad#
howevar, to I0a\re the genoral izs"pressicm or even a so&X segoaent of
is"ression”™ that because wo found friends and spmisors in C Naabus# th&t
there wore not a great t8Bliy more ivho opposod and idiose indifferonoe
hindored oitr efforts, fhia w& tnu» with housing* S illustrate# 1
spent seroral days trying to find a house for Qrace and Tadashi 2madaf
who had been employed by &Ic©rs Art Gallery, an old respected fim oime4
oy  rjlght90us end kind mn io wanted not only to have his photograph
shop operate during the mr but wanted Also to help in relocation* |
bipt no record of th« number of apartments and houses uhloh together*
Mrs* ifiada and | viaitod-"perhcips ten in all9 and evoryon™ of ishem could
haire b«on rented by nme if Mrs* lIsaada h& not been along and boon the
prospnotive tenant, and Mrs. limada was & vary beautiful young nomnl

A 8ifdlar esgperi.no. oould be sited by* the A8« ol* Johnny IfekagiKim
who ivas es”loyed by Mr* LeVaquef one oi* the large oontr&otors «md pro

motors aid owners of r«&|l estate in CoXt"mbus* Johnny was employed as a

J«paneso# 2™« LeYaque n&s forced to withdraw his offer to Airnlsh a p'ao«

for Johnny to lire* A littlo courage by Mr* I"eVeque might hairn solved

th<i problcis® but that I&ck of eour&ge ma t;/pic&l of Colusibua dx3 pt by
br&ve souls, mostly ohuroh people fold mostly ssmberg of the

lothing has been said In this n&rratiiro so fAr regarding th«
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sstftbXishmunt of a hostoX in Columbus during the first year of VARA
operations* He oaao so near to doing this mA It would have mado so
mioh ditter9n 9 in way opinion that is ia worthwhile to rooord her« th«
facts*

th9 XfniyBTBiisy Roligious Oounoil composed of ministers In the UniT«r*
sity ooBBsunity trP6 with both Spioer and saQrsolf and disouased the need
of a host«l* This was brought to &I~ad after Hr* Spioer left to go to
D«troit»

The RoachdaXa Oooperative House had reaohed the point «h«ra it
ivouXd have to oXosa because of lack of students* This information o&ma to
us and a sssoting nas hold with a ooiamittee representative of the minist»riAX
ooimoil* W invited Mr* |I&ic frKazBn down from the Olonreland Hostel to ! %
with the group at the oooporfttive house and vrent into th« mtter quite
thoroughly* Mr* Fransen reported that ui B&ptdst Foreign Mission was wiill
ing to help but had asked him to asoertaia the following infonaationt

Could tho Hostel be op«r&tod without a loss? Were th®r» enough
people oonting to CoXunlms to keep th« Hostel filled? Were tho opportunity a
in Coltaabua for wn”lo™nent Adequate to justify antiolp&ted Inoreasd in
resettleiasnt? Hhen | attos”ptod to answer th» queatlona it ms &lway
nooessary to qualify ny 8tat«a»ntO because no definite afflmatlve answer
eould b« given* 8 ne of the ohurohes in the Ifeivereity oomunity were in
a position to support the hostel financially* Hono of the ministere could
mke oomitSBiBnt to that fho maeting olosed with the understanding

that a deoision ivouXd be iaada in tho next day or tiro.



Than « unfortunate turn of er"nts broko so far as th» Cooperative
Bouse was oonoomed* 7h« boys wore glren assurance thm rmxt day by the
Army offioars on the oaapus that they would r«lttas« enough boys to fill
th# housof. 1 am not suro th&t this nord ~reX~ftso** is th» oorrvot one,
but it is osse&tlalXy 8 « Ore of th# boys called on sri at the Wik office
and nith-dr«w tholr offur to r«nt us th« houso* Thus ended a near misa!
Thu fact reminSf homm>rt that determination, foresight and & little
more oouraga”™ and w irouXd haTs had a hostel*

Another attract nas made to rent a large# vacant parsonage on
Fifth Avenu«* 1 sist iwlth i®ie doaoo&s of th« ohuroh and believe it or not
those good aouXs «er« unwilling to ront the parsonage to be used as a
Japanese Bostel, or *tbzi as a raaidonoe or hos» for families* fhoir

i&Inlstur nas heart-broken and has, | believe# left this ohuroh*
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If tho t)lait«d States Oov»mment is interested in ay rec fflnva-
d&tions for tho Mature9 it wsuxd to never again ftttompt the relocation
of people on tbs basis of rao® or ore«d or oolor# but rather on the
basis of individual guilt* It would hairt b«n muoh cheaper in the long
run from tha standpoint of dollars and oonts to have had h»aringa and
sorooood the isdiiriduals* ©iis, x have boon intormd., had b««n don#
vith gr#at nuabors in England* there i« nothing original th*t | oan »ay*
1 have heard 970ry idea thi*ached orer ttm aflwr tijm by zsen both in th«
gov rwmn% oerrioe and by priv&t* oiticons* fhia episode Is a blot on
our esoutoheon, which wo oan never hope to oras«« WRAwas always a
h~dra-headsd anisaal* It h®xd innooont psopXe in virtual oonoantration
oamps* It aoted as noXfar# for those who tried and wanted to
r«sottl«« It nover had enou”™i money to compensate idi eraouees for their
losses* It requlrod evaouees to report thoir whyx*eabouts* It sp»nt
endless hours hunting job*# finding houses# adjusting family dIffloultlos*
It was the i 8trusMmt by which famiXioiB wor® ««parftted and hoswe broken
up» It i«as in fkct a monstsr oalled upon to do & monstrous d«ed* Under
th® conditions nhioh the oa”“loyees of WVRAworl»df | think they did a
nost roiaarkabl™ job* | doubt i*hether any other group of govorrawrat
9mploya«s had mors oause for frustration” iaor« oauso for heartbreaks# or
greater e&uss for loss of tempery 108s of patsi a 0 and in zmny & &

loss of dignity than the exoployoea of WU*



