


DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
WASHINGTON, D. C.

NOTICE OF APPROVAL OF RENUNCIATION OF UNITED STATES NATIONALITY

To: Tatsuml Obelle Iwasaki
(born June 29, 1914, Logen, Utah)

2218-F

Tule Lake Center

Newell, California
You are hereby notified that, pursuant to Section 401(i) of the
Nationality Act of 1940, as Amended, and the regulations issued
pursuant thereto, your renunciation of United States nationality
has been approved by the Attorney General as not contrary to the
interests of national defense. Accordingly you are no longer a
citizen of the United States of America nor are you entitled to
any of the rights and privileges of such citizenship.

May 3, 1945

) S OB S

Herbert Wechsler
Assistant Attorney General
War Division




DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE,
WASHINGTON, D. C.

OFFICIAL BUSINESS

Tatsumi Cbelle Iwasaki
2218-F

Tule Lake Center
Newell, California
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. EDWARD J. ENNIS 5 ¥ 'l REPLY TO: A 0

DIRECTOR JLB:FL 146-54-3575" -~

Depactment of Justice
Alien Enemy Control Unit
Washington 25

July 13, 1945

Mr, Tatsumi Iwasaki
2218-F, Tule Lake Segregation Center
Newell, California

Dear Sir:

I have for reply your letter to the Attorney General asking that your
renunciation of citizenship be canceled. Having executed an application for
permission to renounce your citizenship, you appeared on February 10, 1945
before a Hearing Officer appointed by the Attorney General and executed the
final renunciation. This renunciation was approved as not contrary to the
interests of national defense by the Attorney General on April 30, 1945. You
will recall that at the time you executed the final renunciation form you were
given a careful hearing and were asked why you wished to renounce your citizen-
ship and whether you understood the consequences of your act and that you
indicated that you did understand what you were doing and that it was your own
wish to give up your citizenship.

Upon the approval by the Attorney General of your renunciation of citizen-
ship, pursuant to Section 401(i) of the Nationality Aet of 1940 as amended,
you ceased to be a United States citizen and became an alien. Neither the
Attorney General nor any other officer of this Government has any power under
the law to restore your citizenship to you and there is no way under the law
by which your renunciation of United States citizenship can be canceled.

Since you are an alien and since you are a person of Japanese ancestry
and a person who has shown loyalty to Japan by voluntirily renouncing his
United States citizenship during the existence of a war between the United
States and Japan, it is presumed that under the laws of Japan you are a
national of Japan. Thus you are deemed to be an alien enemy and subject to
control as such pursuent to Seection 21, Title 50, U, S. Code.

In the event that, since your renunciation hearing, your loyalties have
changed and you have realized your mistake, I regret the tragic conseguences
of your earlier act. The renunciation procedure, however, is surrounded as
much as possible by safeguards to make sure that renunciants understand what
they are doing; and, once the renunciation is complete, there is no way in
which it can be undone.

Sincerely,

3 NENGS\ LV ONS

Edward J. Ennis
Director




Hon. Tom C.LARK
ATTORNEY GENERAL
hﬂsﬂﬁu;rwv,_D'C.

-

Dear Sir:

On February 10, 1945, I signed an application for renun-
ciation of U. S. nationality form at the WyR.A, Segregation
center situated at Tule ILake, lodoec County, California, at
a perfunctory appearance before & government official., (And
I have received a letter dated October 15, 1945, from Mr,
Herbe§t Wechsler, Assistant Attorney General, approving the
same .

I hereby repudiate, withdraw, retract, and revoke the
said renunciation upon the following ground and for the fol-
lowing reasons:

(1) The circumstances under which said renunciation
form was signed by me did not constitute a fair and impar-
tial hearing and was & denial of my constitutionsl guaranty
of due process of law and of the equal protection of the laws;

(2) I was not a free agent at the time when and the place
where said renunciation form was signed but was then and there
held in duress and was the vietim of fraud, menace, and undue
influence and misteke of fact and law;

(3) I then and there was continuously from May 15, 1942
had been detained in the seid W.,R,A, Segregation Center by
official authority and was deprived of substaentially all my
constitutional rights, liberties, privileges and immunities
as an American citizen by birth anf by choice and was thusly
discriminated against solely by rcason of the Japanese nationa-
lity of my ancestors;

(4) I was intimidated and compelled to sign the said re-
nunciation form by threats of physical evidence to myself (and
members of my family) made by 2 pressure group in said camp,
by members thereof, and I was in constant fear, (as was my
family) that said threats would be carried into execution if
refused to sign it. I was acting under the menace and fraud
of said group and its members and the undue influence exert-
ed by them upon me and I signed said renunciation form under
duress.

Because of the foregoing reasons the said renunciation
(and@ approval thereof) were, and each of them is, invalid,




null, and void.

I am not a eitizen or subject of ¢vapan and L do not and
did not give any allegiance to that country or nation, I am
not an alien enemy. 1 am a native American by birth and also
by choice. 1 recognize as my sovereign the United StHates of
America and I give and ever have given the United States . my
undivided loyalty 2nd allegiance. I have no dual citizenship.

Therefore 1 demand that you withdraw and set aside the
s2id renunciation form which is repudiated, recall, withdraw,
cancel, and revoke your approval of said renunciation form, -

I am ready and willing to have this matter re-opened and
a hearing be granted me in order to prove that said renuncia-
tion form was signed when I was not a free agent in any sense
of the words but was acting under duress and under menace,
fraud and undue influence and mistake of fact and law,

I regpectfully request your immediate consideration of
this urgent matter.

Very truly yours,

);/f ’/7-—

W&%M«/




EDWARD J. ENNIS 1 REPLY TO:
DIRECTOR

Department of Justice ABD:mam
Slien Enemp Control nit
Washington 25

146=54=3575

August 14, 1945

lr, Tatsumi Obelle Iwasaki
2218-F
Newell, California

Dear Sir:

Reference is made to your recent letter requesting that
you be permitted to leave the Tule Lake Segregation Center.

I wish to advise you that no change will be made at this
time in your present status and that you are not now eligible to leave
Tule Lake. However, your letter will be made part of your file for
consideration in the event that your case is re-examined at a later
dateo

Very truly yours,

Edward J{/Ennis
Director




Date: October 22, 1945

Wayne M. Collins
1721 ¥ills Tower
Jan Frencisco, California

Sdps

On October 16, 1945, I was requested by lMr. Iven
Williams, Officer in Charge, Immigration and “aturali-
zation Service, Department of Justice, Tule Lake Cen-
ter, Newell, California, to appear before th#dr officer
to register under the provisions of the £lien Registra-
tion Act.

Although I appeared before the office to comply
with the provisions of the Alien Registration Act, I
wish to state that said registration form was signed

by myself under protest.

I am an American Uitizen. Although within the
non-repatriation form it indicated in Yuestion No. 2
that my nationality was Japanese, I hereby wish to pro-
test said designation as I am not a citizen or a nation-
al of Japan, but a citizen and national of the United
States.

Therefore I shall appreciate your accepting this
letter as a documentary evidence that my signature af-
fixed on said Alien Registration form and information
furnished in wuestion No. 2 fo the non-repatriation
form was done so under protest, as I am an American
Citizen.,

Yours very truly,
T, J ~32anaza4€;)
A il R

Ao Ll Caz‘g(,




October 25, 1945,

My, Tatsumi O, Iwasaki,
2218-F

War Roiooation Center,
Newell, lModoe County,
California,

Dear Mr, Iwasaki:

I am in receipt of your
letter of October 22nd concerning your pro-
tﬁt on the registration of yourself as an
allen,

Your letter of protest
should be delivered or sent to the registra-
tion officer or to the officer who had charge
of the registrm tion generally. If Mr, Ivan
Williams requested your registration your
letter of protest should be addressed anml sent
or delivered to him,

You should also keep a copy
of the said letter and annex it to the ques-
tionnaire form you are filling out for your
committee, .

Very truly yours,

wue/




CONFIDENTIAL Committee No.Jo20

(For Use Only of My Attorney) Atty. No.

- - —— -~ _———

Name (type or print) _ Tatsumi Obelle Iwasaski

Block No., 2218-F

Sex: Male D4 Female

29 Year: 1914
Utaht

Age: 31  years. Date of Birth: Month:JUR€ Day:

Plece of Birth: (City)Logsan (County) CocHE State)

Permanent rPesidence address at time of evacuation:3421 John St. iy
: Los Angébs’ Uallf .

Occupation at time of evacuation: Garden Wark

Have vou "dual citizenship"? _ nq

Did you ever have "dual citizenship"?

If you have or have had dual citizenship, who registered you as

a dual citizen: When:

Where:

Did you ever take any steps to cancel dual citizenship?

When:_ ' VWhere:

What steps were taken to cancel it?

On what date did vou sign a form renouncing vour U, S. citizenship:

i6 1945

Month: Pet. Feb, Day: Year:

[,

Were vou under 21 years of age at the time you signed that

renunciation form? RO

c
[

Was there & hearine officer present when you siﬁged?__yesf

What was his nams? John “urling mnd his staff

Did you have a hearing on the metter at that time?_yes, put brief

Did anyone represent you at that appearance or heering?_ no

1f 80, Who?

Did you atcend that hearing alone? ggg  If not, who went with

yous, .

Have you received a letter approving your renuncistion?yesg

If you have, what date does it bear?_ma¥ 3,-1945
On what date did you receive the letter of appfoval?f Qete 13, 1945
Who signed that letter of approval? Herbept lechsler

. (Attach the letter of approval and the envelope.)

Did you write a letter revoking your renunciation before vou received

a letter aponroving your renunciation? il

g W




If you did, what date did you send that letter in the U. S.
mai1l1%nd of  Jupne 1945to Ennis and August 14,1945 %o Hnnls £00

Have you a copy of that letter? v es

(If you hawe, annex it to this-form)
Since receiving a letter from the Attorney General's office approv-
ing your renunciation, have you sent a letter to that office or

to the Attorney General revoking your renunciation?_yes

What date did you send that letter revoking vour renunciation of

U, S. citizenship?_ October 22, 1945

(If you have a copy of that letter revoking your renunciation,
annex it to this form.)

Have you served in our military forces?

If so, what date did you enroll? When were you

discharged or rclecased from military servise?

What type of discharge did vou receive?

What was vour last draft classification?_4C

Did wvou refuse to be drafted?_ no

Are you or have you ever been a member of the Hoshi Dan, the Hoktoku

Dan, Seinen Dan or similar orgenizations while in cawyp; either

becoming such by intimidation, coercion, or otherwise?_no

Are your parents U, S, citizens?_no

‘What are thoir names:_Juhei Iwasaki (father)

Have they becen released from detention? are in Japan

Have they becn relocatcd?
What members of your family, if any, are scrving or have served in

the military forces of the U, S.?___1O

Have you registered as an "alien" under the Alien Registration Act

of 1940%7yes When: Oct. 16, 1945

-

Where: Tugd Lake Center Who was present with you at that

time, if anyone? no_one Were you represented by

anyone at that time? no

Was any hcaring given to vou at that time?__ 1O

Who registered you, if you know? do not k now

Did vou protost registering as en alien?__no, but sent a letter to Ivan
Williams protesting

Did you write your protest on the form?__ 1°

'Did you file a letter of protest with the registering officer?

(If so, annex a copy of the letter to this form, |




Have vou signed non-repatristion form asking to stay in U.S.?_;as___
Have you filled out a Dgpartment of Justice Repatristion form asking

to be sent to Jepan?no If vou did, when?

Where: Before whom did vou appear to

sign that repatriation form?

Did anvone represent vou at that time or were vou alone

Were vou given a hearing by anyone

on the question of signing the repatriastion form?

If so, by whom?

Did you protest signing that Repatriation form?

Did you write the protest on the form?

Did you file a letter of protest with the registering officer at

the time you signed 1it?

What was the name of the officer present when you signed, if you

know?

When, if ever, did you fill out a repatriation form for W, R, A,

Social Welfare? _ Dec, 3,1943 ;

When did you send a lstter cancelling that request? Angust 27,1945

Do vou own any agricultural land, s home, or commerciel property in

the U, 3,7 no If so, where?

The following space is for anv remarks vou cars to write:

W A BeeeS-0 58 SE= i TSNS Vv B & s VoW — < > el e
children who are “merican citizen, my have them
A S :
children are use to “merien life for
e 1c ot o T G S i ol - — : , go+orade—wishes
that % go there and work. There is work and & house waiting if I do
go out,

Date:,. Cobobor-BEvioss
\
:2:§Zilrn1d gl sLorauaker

Tatsumi Obelle Ilwasgki
(Name)




