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Lillian Noma - May 22, 1944 -1-
September 12, and October 4, 1944

/1 met Miss Noma because she was employed as librarian at Tule Lake. She was a
very shy young woman and I gathered that she and her family were very conservative. I
had my first brief talk with Lillian a few days after the residents had refused to cooperate
with the Administration's plans to establish a permanent Representative Committeg;7

MAY 22, 1944

TALK WITH LIBRARIAN LILLIAN NOMA (Milton Sasaki's sister-—in-law)

After returning some books entered into conversation with the librarian on the
nominations. She proved to be very anti-Daihyo Sha Kai. She came from block 29 where
nominations had been made. She told me that it was well known that the agitators had been
plotting the Tule Lake trouble even on the train from Jerome. She seemed worried and
concerned over the present situation. She does not want the people released from the
stockade.

SEPTEMBER 12, 1944

Qe
/My next brief chat with Lillian occurred directly after Wert, Kunitani, and Tada,
along with some of the leaders of the Resegregation Group had been interrogated by the
District Attorney of Modoc County for alleged complicity in the murder of Mr. Noma
(no relation to Miss Noma)#7

TALK WITH GIRL - LILLIAN NOMA

Miss Noma, an anti-status quo girl had also heard about the arrests, but knew no
reason for them. In her ward a young man named Hara had been taken and questioned and
she also knew that Mr. Tada of block 30 had been taken. I said I wondered if it had any-
thing to do with the Noma killing. She immediately expressed her strong desire that the
murderer be caught. She had felt so sorry for Mrs. Noma and the children.

OCTOBER 4, 1944

TALK WITH NISEI GIRL - OLD TULEAN, LILLTIAN NOMA

In a discussion on the workings of the trouble-makers in which nothing very much
was said on either side, Lillian remarked that there are still people in her block who
will not speak to each other because of their year long disagreement on the status—quo
question.




Lillian Noma - December 15, 16, 1944 -2~
and February 16, 1945

lﬁh October 11, I tried to get Miss Noma's reaction to the second Resegregation
Petition. She told me:/

Most of the people in bLock 7 don't seem too enthusiastic about it. But in block §,
1 hean there are quite a few strong backens.

DECEMBER 15, 16, 1944

lﬁn December 15, a staff member told me that there had been a serious beating in
block 54, and that the police had arrested eleven assailants. I had not yet learned
the details of this fracus when I met Lillian and asked her what she knew of 1ty

TALK WITH NISEI LIBRARIAN - MISS NOMA

A1l this young woman knew about the beating yesterday was that posters had been put
up in the laundries stating that such and such persons had been ganged up on and had
suffered slight injury. She had no idea which groups were involved.

FEBRUARY 16, 1945

li.do not remember how I happened to visit Miss Noma at home. I suspect that she
invited me./

TALK WITH LILLIAN NOMA - Conservative Nisei Girl

I visited Lillian's home for the first time today and chatted for over an hour with
her family. They were, of course, affected by the general tension in camp, and were
strongly of the opinion that very little could be done about the Hokoku. The Hokoku
were going to defy anything that the Department of Justice or the WRA did. Lillian
mentioned the rumor about the HGkoku losing their jobs. Lillian told me several pitiful
stories of men who were interned leaving their pregnant wiyes or their wives and small
children [at Tule Lake]. Many people taken in the last pick-up did not want to go. Her
mother and an Issei woman friend thereupon began to talk in Japanese. Lillian translated:

Many of the parents are trying to make thein sons foin the Hokoku. This 45 especially
in the Manzanar section. One boy has a duck cut and weans zoot ULt clothes. HL& parents
are trying to make him join the Hokoku. He said, 'Gofly, 1 can't do that. How would 1
Look in Santa Fe?'

. Lillian also said that it was the old genjyo-iji people who had really formed the
Hokoku. They do not bother her, however, because she has nothing to do with them and
doesn't talk to them.




Lillian Noma - February 21, 1945

FEBRUARY 21, 1945

lﬁhen I did not encounter Lillian in the library, I yentured to call at her home47
I found only her sister at home and she told me that her sister would get in touch with
me. Today I received the following letter.

2-20-45
Dear Miss Hankey,
My sister told me about your visit.
I am sorry but I am not interested in discussing about
camp affair.

Sincerely yours,

lﬁhen I interviewed her 36 years later, Lillian obliquely explained why she wrote
this letter to me./




February 5, 1982

Dr. Arthur A. Hansen
Department of History
California State University
Fullerton, CA 92634

Dear Art:

I1'm sorry that I sent you a copy of my interview with Lillian
without including a copy of her brief longitudinal history in Tule
They provide a subtle example of the fear of being thought an inu.
able to find Lillian only because Taro Tokunage (pseudonym), whose
with me is not yet transcribed, wrote and told me where she lived.

As ever,

Rosalie H. Wax

Noma
Lake.

1 was
interview
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November 17, 1981 ... HTHoUT HER PERMISSIGN

LILLIAN NOMA NOT

Miss Noma was born in California in 1922.

At Tule Lake Miss Noma was employed at the project library. I visited the
library occasionally, and we became acquainted. But we had no real conversations
until mid-February of 1945, a few days after the Department of Justice had arrested
and interned about 650 members of the Resegregation Groups. On February 16, I,
for the first time, visited Lillian at her home. Her mother and an Issei woman
were present while we talked.

Lillian told me several pitiful stories of men who had been interned, leaving
their pregnant wives and children. Many persons taken in this last big pick-up
did not wish to go.

Her mother and the Issei woman friend then began to talk in Japanese. Lillian
translated: "Many of the parents are trying to make their sons join the Hokoku.
This is especially in the Manzanar section. One boy has a duck cut and wears zoot
suit clothes. His parents are trying to make him join the Hokoku, he says, "Golly,
I can't do that. How would I look in Santa Fe?"!l

I was happy to have been able to make this visit, because I liked Lillian and
because I did not have many respondents among the 0ld Tuleans.

When, a week later, I did not see Lillian at the library, I ventured to call
at her home. Her sister answered the door and told me that Lillian was not home
but would get in touch with me. On february 21, I received the following letter:

Dear Miss Hankey,
My sister told me about your visit.
I am sorry but I am not interested in discussing camp affair.

Sincerely yours,

1Fosalie Hankey, Fieldnotes, February 16, 1945
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In November of 1981, Mr. Tokunaga wrote to me, giving me Lillian's address.
I them wrote to Lillian, describing my project. She did not respond. Thinking
it would do ne harm to try, I telephoned her and carefully explained what I planned
to do. She then told me:
I've been hesitant writing to you, because of - after all these years-
it sort of stirs up some very unhappy memories, plus some nice memories, and
of course, I remember you very well, and you always had a cook book. (laughs)
(laughs)
I remember that portion, and I remember that for reasons other than my own
I could not be as frank with you as I wanted to in camp, because of parental
pressure, you know, not to say too much, and so forth. And I felt guilty that
way, because you were most friendly. But that was the reason why I hesitated
to write to you
I can really understand how you feel because this happened to me. I've talked
now to about 5 of my friends.
Oh, have you.
And other Japanese American, and it. . . the privacy you don't have to worry
about, because I won't put your name on it.
Yes.
But what happened was, as they talked they remembered sad things that they
had forgotten, and then when I had finished talking, I did too, after all these
40 years. And I went to my office and I cried. You know, it was. . .so I
can see how you feel. But if you had time sometime why we could talk over at
least the happy parts, so I could ask you questions and you.
What would you like to know? What happened after.
What I'd like is a longitudinal history. . .like what you were doing before
the war, and then how you felt when you heard that they were going to evacuate

the Japanese, and anything you wanted to tell me about your feelings in Tule Lake.
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Lillian Noma - November 17, 1982 NOT TO BE PUB

WITHOUT HER PERMI§E!9”

Oh, I see. Well, I tell you. I was just out of school. I had just gotten
my job.

How old were you then?

At evacuation time?

Yes.

I must have been 20. I was out of high school, had gotten some other jobs,
and meanwhile I had passed my state examination, I was hired by the State of
California. I was working in the state capitol.

Oh, my goodness.

And I enjoyed it very much, and I hadn't been working there too long, of
course when war broke out. . .and I found out coming home from a movie some-
one told me, "Did you know Pearl Harbor has been bombed?" Well, we thought
maybe they were joking, maybe. . .we thought it was just a radio story. We
didn't believe it. Well, I went to work and shortly thereafter I received

a letter saying that my presence was very upsetting to my co-workers.

Oh.

.Because of my Japanese descent and that hereby they were terminating my
employment; that is was most, what is it. . . my co-workers felt uneasy because
I was of Japanese descent, etc. and I was hereby being terminated. So that's
what happened. Of course, I wanted to go to college, but my mother wanted me
to work and thought the boys should go first. You know, I had a brother right
behind me. So, she wanted me to work for about a year and help put the money
aside to enter him in college first, which I was happy to do. But then my
brother was in junior college at the time and shortly thereafter we were re-
located into camps. That was the most depressing incident, you know.

For you to be fired like that?

Yes.

That's what hurt you the most. I can understand that, my God. . .Which of the




Lillian Noma — November 17, 1981 iyl

assembly centers did they send you to?

I was in Walerga.

Walerga. Do you recall any experiences from there strongly?

Oh yes.

How you felt, if you want to tell me.

Well, my sister had just given birth to a child.

Oh God!

It wasn't quite a week, in fact, she had given birth during the hours when we.
during curfew hours. . .and she preferred to have it with a midwife. . .she
thought it would be more economical. It was her first baby, and the baby
won't come out. So here, we had to wait until morning until curfew ended before
we could rush her to the hospital. And she gave birth to her first child. So
that was most traumatic.

This was in Walerga?

No, this was back home just before evacuation.

Just before evacuation.

Right. So here she has this new born baby. We didn't know if she'd have

enough milk, we didn't know what kind of food we had.

And you only took 2 suitcases, you know.

Oh yes. . . and people were coming around buying up our furniture and bicycles
for a song. You should have seen the trucks going down the street loaded to

the hilt with bicycles they were buying from people, because people didn't know
what they could take into camp.

Gosh.

So that was very traumatic. And we didn't own our home - we rented. So we
stored our funiture with our friend who lived around the corner and while we

were. . .from Walerga we went to Tule, our friends said they would be glad
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to send some of our things. When they went to the place it was rensacked
and taken.

Oh,so you lost everything.

Yes, almost everything, except for what we took in to the camp. Right.

Oh. . . I've got a question here that now sounds a little stupid, but 10 B
How did you manage to cope with all of these awful things?

How else. . .what else could you do? You had no alternative. Of course, the
family was together and rumors abounded, and we did not know what was going
to happen. Of course, we were herded like cattle by train to Walerga, and
then it was hastily put up barrack affair. When it rained the dirt was red
dirt, you leg sank to almost your knees, and they had put up a washroom.
latrine, which was more or less a barrack type with the holes punched into

a plank, back to back - no privacy. And the first week, people had diarrhea
because of the change in water perhaps or the food, and we were right by the
latrine, you could hear the doors flap back and forth like a shuttlecock all
night long.

Oh gosh.

And the wood they used was green wood, so as the wood dried, the cracks
opened in the floor, and the weeds would be growing up underneath. By the
time you got to the doors sweeping your dirt was all gonme, it fell into the
cracks. (laughs)

Gosh.

And then from Walerga we were taken to Tule Lake.

Yes.

And, of course, we weren't prepared for the winters there. We had a pot-
bellied stove.

Yeah.

But, I became very ill, and I was. . . .I worked in the circulating library.




Lillian Noma - November 17, 1981

WITHOUT HER

and they wanted to close it. . . my only source of heat was an electric heater.
Even when it snowed--dedicated me--like a fool, I went there. And I got
deathly sick, and for that reason I haven't been able to have any children.
Oh. . . poor Lillian. If I had known and if I could have done anthing to
feel better, I would have done it. I didn't know you were having all that
trouble. ... Did I meet you in the library, or.
LN: I forget just where we met.
Lillian now told me that she had been friends with a family "who were UC graduates'
and asked if I knew them. '"Because they were doing research work. . .and they

were sort of ostracized for that. I felt sorry for them."

But I did not recog-
nize the name. I then said:
RW: I was going to ask a little more cheerful. . .was there anything that happened
in Tule Lake that makes you feel good when you think of it today?
Well, the only. . . The nice experience was that our parents had a little rest
from all their toil, and I got to know a lot of people. And the things that
we were able to learn, you know, there. But weatherwise it was awful and
waterwise it was awful, but.
Were you especially bothered by this awful business of calling folks inu and
so on?
Oh yes, yes. That's the reason why we hesitated to talk to you people and
to this university girl. I felt badly because I thought I was more broad-
minded, but our parents were quite disturbed, that anyone associated with
them would be called that, and therefore, we were told to. . .I was especially
cautioned by my parents to hold my distance. And I felt sorry because I did
like this girl, and I knew they were doing research work. . . .In Tule Lake,
I associated with them until we heard they were doing research work, and be-

cause of the association, my parents didn't want me associated with them, and

for other things too, and they left camp, so I didn't get too.




Lillian Noma - November 17, 1981

They may have been working for Dr.

I think so. I think John was.

And so - people who worked for Dr. Osler were called inu?

Right, right. (laughs)

Even talking to me.

Yes, even tlaking to you. . . in my case, I had not gone out socially very
much - close knit family with a very. . .I mean under strict discipline,
especially mother. And outside of following family orders. . .I didn't have
much social life. And for that reason what the parents said was the law.

I hadn't broadened my horizon, and I had just worked briefly before the war.

Lillian then told me that at Tule Lake she had been obliged to have an operation

for a cystic tumor. '"They decided I had an adhesion trouble from childhood, and then

with this library work, my ovaries were damaged.'" I expressed sympathy and then

asked:

RW: Did you go to any of the classes or did your parents keep you.

LN: Well, I attended some classes. Oh, I did get married in camp and because of
my operation, you know, the Japanese, the rumors abound. I had a tumor.
the rumors abound that I had been 3 months pregnant or something and Dr.
Miyamoto said that I should not worry about it. But my future in-laws took
up that rumor, and they believed it, which was very unfortunate. So I had a
miserable, you know, in-law situation there. Because my husband insisted
on marrying me. He said he knew I was a virgin. . .I was a virgin when I got
married. But.
That must have been hard for you. . . When did you leave Tule Lake?
The second operation took place in, let's see. . .ah, 1945, December, the
last day, December 31lst. I was operated on. So I was bedridden for a while.
That was 1945?

Right, December 3lst. So I couldn't be moved for a while, and when I left in
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'46, they were closing up the camp, and I was moved by pullman. I went

to . . . as far as New York City.

Oh, you and your husband?

Yes.

Oh good.

We went to New York City, but of course, I could find a job, but he was
promised a job which never materialized. That was WRA, they wanted you to
get out of camp.

War Relocation Authority?

War Relocation, WRA yes. What he was promised didn't materialize.

And he was promised a job and left, and then it didn't materialize. 1In

New York, my gosh. What did you do then?

Well, I found an office job right away, but what could he do with a Japanese
college education - he became a bus boy. He did lapidary work for a while
and that was dying out, so he did restaurant and bus boy work. And then,

he checked around with the Japanese Buddhist Temple and he found they

wanted domestic work. I wasn't feeling well yet from my operation and the
fact that I couldn't have children you know, was a psychological. . .emo-
tional thing.

Nobody can understand, who hasn't suffered it.

So we took domestic work and went to Fall River, Massachusetts. And the work
was too heavy. I had to cook for a family of 5 children and a couple, and they
brought home a mother from an insane asylum. And then the children were col-
lege students who would bring home guests. So since my brothers had relocated
to , we came here because my parents were here.

Yeah.

And then my marriage didn't work out, and I was divorced.

Oh.

After seven years I remarried and I have been married for the past 20 years.
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I have worked as a secretary all these years. This is my 35th year.
Thirty-five years I could retire, but my husband is talking about taking
an early retirement and if he retires and then. . . I'm now the secretary
to the superintendent and they're trying to relieve him of his position,
so when he goes I don't know whether I'll stay or.
Well, (pause) . . .I'll ask another question. This is a wierdo. Looking
back, what was the most helpful thing you learned about your fellow human
beings through all this experience, would you say?
Oh golly, I don't know.
Well then, we'll just skip that.
Because I noticed when war started my classmated stopped talking to me; on
the street they didn't even see me. The saw right through me. And then
trying to find a place to live. Why, if you were a Japanese, the vacancy
sign didn't mean anything. But on the whole, I think people have been kind,
especially the ethnic groups.
And which ethnic groups especially have been.

is a mixture. I've made many Irish friends. Slovenian friends,
Slovenians and Bohemians.

RW: Oh, Lillian, I had no idea of the torment you had been going through there,
and I'm sorry to have put you through the ordeal of telling me. But I
think it well be useful for people to know. I feel very strongly that at
least the American government should apologize to the Japanese American
citizens like you.

I think it is only decent. . .as I said, I remember you fondly.

You remember me fondly. Oh that makes me feel so good.

Yes I can just picture you striding by with a big fat cookbook under your
arm (laughs).

All I can say is, "God bless you."

And God bless you too, and I'm sorry I didn't respond when Taro wrote to
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me. . . even now, people. . . just because of your oriental features you're
not considered an American.
Well, by me you are. (laughs)

(laughs) Well, that's the way it goes.
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FEBRUARY 21, 1945
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3 3 36 36 3 3 3 3 ¥ I 3 3
[Thmxt;mlixxynlnlnlnhan When I ijtervied her 36 years later, Lillian

X chliquely explained why she wrote this letter to me._7




OORDRROTTNANMND
‘J»‘R L'AJ;I ;Iu

/p. 1. other because of
L+ 3+ My sister told




/
Nevember 17, 1981 / LILLIAN NX¥X NOMA
Miss Nema was berm in Califernia in 1922,
At Tuie Lake Mixzx Miss lema was empleyed at the prejeet library.

I visited the library sceasienally and we beeame aqualnted But ke had

: 2
) o | .i .

/‘1\4,\/1 e
ne real emmxBx eenversatiens gntil Emkxyxxt February ef, iakﬁx ilndcqs

»LU;-»Laf -, N
Twkhambiwenunantn 38, 10453 ﬁgraxnzaﬁahguaxyalﬂ—éi, ‘the De%art nt of
Justice had ambmmumdnmanmmam@fium arrested and interned abeut 550 members eof
the Resegregatiens Groups, On February 16, I ximiftimiwihihiax abmnemm
jogimmammen , fer the first time, visited Liian at her heme., Her pxxmwkxx

mether and an Isseil weman friend
were present while we talked, khxmiaxmknionx memnnewarabnm b finhmosoor s

~

leaving /their

Lan told/ﬁk\ievertl pitiful steries of mcﬂ whe Hixd baed\idtpreed,
X

Q}ega;aﬁ wiyps and sma}l/énfLﬁrdh
eécrepente |
Lillian teld me seweral pitiful steries of mewn whe had been
interned, leaving their pregaant wives and ehildrem . Many persens
takem im this last big piek-ip did net wisk te ge.
Her mether and the Issei weman friends then began te talk
in Japanese, Lillian translated: "Many eof the parents are trying
te make their sems jein the EEE&EE' This is espeeially in the
Manzanar seetien., One bey has a duek cut and wears zeet suit
elethes, His naremts are trying te make him jein the Hekeku P
He xxx says, "Geolly, I can't de that., Hew weuld I leek in Santa

F‘e?"1

(-4 ) , &
l. Resalie Hankey, Fidldwnets, Feb, 16, '“ TV
l\
I, wa; ntapy te have been able te make this visit/ mmeammppmammamfiminn

nnxlﬁ:xnin#linlcclnil:ill;nlalnn;ninﬂﬁnnnih;xmnnxnx:xnknlnnhxdxixnxxxi
w@k/(."k." 3

‘eeeause Ikdwd net wave many fluent re?azudents apieng the 0ld Tuleans.
A

Lo s & 4 ) O

W When, a week later, I @xi:ﬁitzancsnatar Lillianat the 1vbary I
ventured te eall at her hem. Mmx I:ieﬂad—aa&y;ﬁbr sister, at-heme—und
she tol@ ¥xx me that Lilliaw weuld ‘get in Xmmghx tetch with me, ’Cn

Fnh(pify 21 T received the fLadlewing letber,




1a
i

I was hanpy te have heen able te make this visit, bhecause I liked

and beccause I did net have many respendents ameng the Old Tuleans,

hern, a week later, I did net see Lillian at the library, I ventured te

call at her heme, Her sister answered the deer and teld me that Lillian

was KX net heme but weuld zet in teuch with me, On Pebruarv 21 T

received the fellewing letter,




Dear Miss Hankey,
My sister teld me akeut ysur visit,
T am serry but I am net interested xuxkmxWhmmnhbimp in
diseussing eamp affair,
Sineerely yeurs,

Xhbrax nknmnynxaamk ARy n exREX LK DR wnxgxmnehxmknxnEpxghningmnenhiohbbanhs

Xmxmel X mx s i mm ik weeshmnm nfn ehbygm

In Nevember of 1981, Mr. Tekunaga wrete te me, giving me Lillian's address.ix

axxx I then wrete te Moo Lillian, keXikmxxwmx deseribing my prejedt,

She did net respend., Thimking it weuld de ne harm te try, I teleplioned her

and earefully explained what I mx planned te de, OShe xaxxwmsas then teold ne:
I've heen hesitant writing te you, beeause of - after all these
years - it sert ef stirs up seme very unhappy memeries mMI®XX
X plus seme nice membries, and of course, I remember yeu very well,

and yeu always had a ceek beek., (lauzhs)

R W: (laughs)

LN: I remember that xxm mertien and T remember that fer reasens ether
than ewn I could net ke as frank with yeu as I wanted te in ecamp,
besause @f parental pressure, you know, ncet te say tee mueh, and se
ferth, And I felt guilty that way, bedause you were mest friendly.

that was the reasen why I hesitated te write te ycu.
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RWU: I can réaZZy wnllerstand how you feel because this happened to me. I've talked now
to about 5 of my friends.
LN: Oh, have you.

RW: and other Japanese Americans, and it. . . the privacy you don't have to worry about,
because I won't put your name on it.
LN: Yes.

RW: But what happened was, as they talked they remembered sad things that they had
forgotten, and then when I had finished talking, I did too, after all these 40
years. And I went to my office and I cried. You know, it was. . . so I can see
how you feel. But if you had time sometime why we could talk over at least the
happy parts, so I could ask you questions and you. . .

What would you like to know? What happened after. . . ‘Whenwdtd~you-leave—eamp?

I left about May, 1945,
Ohy~T see.

'/{W"L = -l A Jee-
And whet—they ~really=wait vey .. the.Rockefeller. . N zs*longztudznal history. s
like what you were dbtng‘bafbrehand how,you felt befbre the war, and then how you
felt when you heard that they were going to evacuate the Japanese, and anything you
wanted to tell me about your feelings in Tule Lake,~andw=then sovt-of-a-tong.-life
story;—life-hitstory thing 18 what~they wanbs
Oh, I see. Well, I tell you. I was just out of school. I had just gotten my job.

How old were you then?
At evacuation time?

- e s
EN——Woutd—that—hove been 1482

_RW:... Yesy-earty—1427" .
LN: I must have been 20.

Rems=Tenty .

LNz Right. \I was out of high school, had gotten some other jobs and meawhile I had
passed my state examination, I was hired by the State of California. I was
working in the state capitol.

Ch, my goodness.

And I enjoyed it very much and I hadn't been working there too long, of course when
war broke out. . . and I found that out coming home from a movie someone told me,
"Did you know Pearl Harbor has been bombed?" Well, we thought maybe they were
Joking, maybe. . . we thought it was just a radio story. We didn't believe it.
Well, I went to work and shortly thereafter I received a letter saying that my
presence was very upsetting to my co-workers.

Oh py—goodress .

+ .because of’ny Japanese descent and that hereby they were terminating my employ-
ment; that is was most, what is it. . . my co-workers felt uneasy because I was of
Japanese descent, etc. and I was hereby being terminated. So that's what happened.
Of course, I wanted to go to college, but my mother wanted me to work and thought
the boys should go first. You know, I had a brother right behind me. So, she
wanted me to work for about a year and help put the money aside to enter him in
college first, which I was happy to do. But then my brother was in junior college

at the time and shortly thereafter we were relocated into camps. That was the mos t
depressing incident, you know.
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RW: For you to be fired like that?
LN: Yes.

RW: That's what hurt you the most. I can understand that, my God. .
of the assembly centers did they send you to?
LN: I was in Walerga.

RW: Walerga. Do you recall any experiences from there strongly?
LN: Oh yes.

RW: How you felt, if you want to tell me.
IN: Well, my sister had just givem birth to a child.

RW: Oh, God!

LN: It wasn't quite a week, in fact, she had given birth during the hours when we.
during curfew hours. . . and she preferred to have it with a midvife. . . she
thought it would be more economical. It was her first baby; it was a big baby,

féﬂ and the baby won't come out. So here, we had to wait wntil morning wntil curfew

~ ended before we could rush her to the hospital. And she gave birth to her first
ehild. So that was most traumatiec.

RW: This was in Walerga?
LN: No, this was back home just before evacuation.

RW: Just before evacuation.
LN: Right. So here she has this new born baby, .

Rz s==llgi" Doy Daby .
IN: We didn't know if she'd have enough milk, we didn't know what kind of food we had.

RW: And you only took 2 suiteases, you know. .

IN: Oh yes. . . and-then—from then. ... We heaPd we were-going ta be -sewt to a-deso-
late-area,. so.we brought, we were told that we would need our™tin plates~and=¢in
cups -y ov-know, “the rumors abounded=plenti fulatthe time.

Ris=¥es,
LN: S0, motheryhad equipped all of us with, tin plates with tim-eups and we all~had
boots beecause we heard that there were snakes.

. RW:, Ohomy goth, wasAthis A1 Walerga orgn Tuleg=ditke? iy :
\ aate Néy~thibwds /in-Sticranentd.before we-vere evacuated to Walerga.

. Riewsy ., te-Wdlerga.
INT - And-here-sister-had just given birthyto-ababy and people were coming around buying
up our furniture and bicycles for a song. You should have seen the trucks going
AN down the street loaded to the hilt with bicycles they were buying from people, be-
‘ cause people didn't know what they could take into the camp.

RW:  Gosh.
LN: So that was very traumatic.

RW: . Oh that was véry. .
“AN: \And people coming in and trying to buy) your furniture for nothing.m.

RW: [/ . . .fdr wothing. \

LN: | Right.

RW: | That happened. eI know that happened. /" Gee,\La..ewe ..Oh_excuse me, did you want
to say somethivig?




Lillian Noma - November 17, 1981 -4-

And we didn't own our home - we rented. So we stored our furniture with our friend
who lived around the comer and while we were. . . from Walerga we went to Tule,
our friends said they would be glad to send us some of our things. When they went
to the place it was ransacked and taken.

Oh, so you lost everything.
Yes, almost everything, except for what we took in to the camp. Right.

Oh. . . I've got a question here that now sounds a little stupid, but I'm. . =®w
kind-ofsdmsuliténg. How did you manage to cope with all of these awful things?

How else. . . what else could you do? You had no alternative. Of course, the
family was together and rumors abounded and we did not know what was going to happen.
Of course, we were herded like cattle by train to Walerga and then it was hastily
put up barrack affair. When it rained the dirt was red dirt, your leg sank to
almost your knees, and they had put up a washroom. . . latrine, which was more or
less a barrack type with the holes punched into a plank, back to back - no privacy.
And the first week, people had diarrhea because of the change in water perhaps or
the food and we were right by the latrine you could hear the doors flap back and
forth like a shuttlecock all night long.

Oh gosh. .

And the wood they used was green wood, so as the wood dried, the cracks opened in
the floor and the weeds would be growing up underneath. By the time you got to
the doors sweeping, why your dirt was all gone, it fell into the cracks. (laughs)

Gosh.
And then from Walerga we were taken to Tule.

Yes.
And of course we weren't prepared for the winters there. We had a pot bellied stove.

Yeah.

But, I became very ill and I was. . . .I worked in the citreulating library. .

and they wanted to close it. . . my only source of heat was an electric heater.
Even when it snowed -- dedicated me -- like a fool I went there. And I got deathly
sick and for that reason I haven't been able to have any children.

Oh. . . poor Lillian. Welly-T'm.going to-take that name outy but this.is._just my
own e I-feel for you, my God. . Ohgwl, lost a baby too and.
Oh, did you? '

Yes, land I know you never get over it.
Yes. . . You have any?

No, I got married late and it was my only chance.
Oh, deaxr.

But, I have a nice husband and I have had very good happy work.
Oh, that's good.

That has been happy but, geel, I didn't know. . . when we would meet in Tule i
goshy, if I could have done anything to make you feel better, I would have done it.
But because I didn't know you were having all that trouble. . . Did I meet you in
the library or. . . I remember I talked with you quite a number of times.

Yes. | Well, I forgot just where we met. I used to help teach Englieh. I don't
know if it was there. I don't thimk it was in the lLibrary. I think “that was
towards the end.




Se
Tf I nad knewn and if I ceuld have dene anything te feel better, I
weuld have dene it. I didn't knew yeu were having all that treuble,
£/3/ « « o Did I meet yeu in the library, er. .
LN: I ferget just where we met,
,‘j<¥Lillian new teld me that she had been been friends with a family
"whe were UC graduates"and asked if I knew them., Xuk'"Because they were
doing research werk. . and they were sert ef estracized fer that, I felt
serry fer them.," But I did net recegnize the name, I then said:

RW: J
G Ay g I was going to ask a little more cheerful. . . Was there

anything that happened in Tule Lake that makes you feel good when you think of it
today? ;

Well, the only. . . The nice experience was that our parents had a.ZittZe rest
from all their toil, and I got to know a lot of people. And the things that we
were able to learnm, you know, there. But wveatherwise is was awful and waterwise

it was awful, but. . .

Were you especially bothered by this awful business of people calling folks inu

and so on? ;
Oh yes, yes. That's the reason why we hesitated to talk to you people and to this

university girl. I felt badly because I thought I was more broad-minded, but our
parents were quite disturbed, that amyone associated with them would be called that,
and therefore, we were told to. . . I was especially cautioned by my parents to
hold my distance. And I felt eorry because I did like this girl, and I knew they
were doing research work. ‘ i :

e o o In Tule Lake I asseciated with them until we
neard they were d eing research werk and hecause of the associatien, my my parents
didn't want me asseciated with them, and fer ether things tee, and they left
camp, se I didn't zet te.

BW: They may have been werkimng fer Dr, Osler .,

LN, I think se, I txixhxmxmxxwx think Jehn was,

W: And se - peevle whe werked fer Dr. Osler were called inu?

LM: Right, right. (laighs)

BRW: Even talking te me ., .
LN: Yes, even talking te meu., . . in my case, I had net gene sut secially very much -

clese knit family witem a very . . . I mean under strict ddscisline, essecially
mether. And out side ef fellewing family erders. . I didn't have much secial
life, And fer that reasen what the parents said was the law., o o« I hodn't

breadencd my kmxixmw herizen and I had just werked briefly befere the war,




Oe

Lillian then teld me kaw that xm=xicobxk at Pule Lake she nad been ebliged

te have an eperatien feor a cystic Emeoxyx P xpmianidedn tumer. "They decided I

nas an adpesion treuble frem shildheed and then with this library werk, my
evaries were damaged," I expressed my sympathy and then asked:

AW: Did yeu ge te any ef the classes er did ysur parents kees yeu,. .
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RW: What were you operated on /in Tule Lake?

IN: Well,\gfter that first. .[/. /they decided I hal had ashesion trouble from child-
hdod and then with this Uibrary work, my ovaries were damaged. They- thought the
“cold had damaged my ovarses, and Dr. Miyamoto lived right next door. -They thought
theycould save part of my ovaries, which|they tried to, but by subsequent operation
I had to have the rest of it removed. \

Gee. .

I had developed a cystic tumor someplace.

And you were so. young.
Yes. I wasg

When were you born? . What is your /birthdate?
Oh, I'm 1922, I'm 53 going on 60/in February.y.

.Well, I'm 70 and kind of .chipper (laughter) 3
I'm not too far from you. .(laughs)

Let's §ée, is thepe anything else that you wouldilike to %ell me dbout-Fule Lake?
Did gou enjoy. .*. was there anything at all that you really enjoyed theref? doing?
Well. ‘ -

sDLd-You-go—to. any of-the-ctasses-or-did-your-pavents.keep yau. . .
Well, I attended some classes. Oh, I did get married in camp and because of my
operation, you know, the Japanese, the rumors abound. I had a tumor. The rumors
abound that I had been 3 months pregnant or something and Dr. Miyamoto said that
I should not worry about it, but my future in-laws took up that rumor and they
believed it, which was very unfortunate, o I had a miserable, you know, in-law
situation there. Because my husband insisted on marrying me. He said he knew T
was a virgin. . . I was a virgin when I got married. But.
"a‘./‘—"MT 4“ r((' ,i Lo

RW: Thaty#8 hard for you. . . .somedhimg=happier. . .

?ﬁ.\_nAnd thew-Tgaibgewell, T did«dikemtho=ecencrys 18" s saythat waywd.didwengoy
teaehing Engdlsh to my—fiPst genevation-groupy=that Trengjoyedss. But weather.~mot
rmueh: :

B Noy—the weathep was terrible. I .remember-I'd-freezes= ="t cobd-F d-get-nhen
Tbdgo-arowrd-walking and Wi etting . ~dwgs-gotng to~aek. . . when did you leave
Tule Lake? '

LN: The second operation took place in, let's see. . . ah, 1945, December, the last
day, December 31st. I was operated on. So I was bed-ridden for a while.

That wvas 1945/

_ Right, December 3lst. So I couldn't be moved for a while and when I left in '46,

| they were closing up the camp, and I was moved by pullman. I went to. . . as far
as New York City.

Oh, you and your husband?
Yes.

Oh good.
We went to New York City, but of course, I could find a job, but he was promised

a job, which never materialized. That was WRA, they wanted you to get out of camp.
-

War Relocation Authority?
War Relocation, WRA yes. What he was promised didn't materialize.




Lillian Noma - November 17, 1981 -8-

RW: And he was promv,sed a job and left, and then it didn't materialize. In New York,
my gosh. What did you do then? rl o,

LN: Well, I found an office job right awvay, but what~dd he do with a Japanese college
} educat'bon - he became a bus boy. He did lapidary work for a while and that was
_dying out, so he did restaurant and bus boy work. And then, he checked around with

the Japanese Buddhist Temple and he found they wanted domestic work. I wasn't
feeling well yet from my operation and the fact that I couldn't have children you
know, was a psychologiecal. . . emotional thing.

Nobody can understand, who hasn't suffered it.

So we took domestic work and went to Fall River, Massachusetts. And the work was
. too heavy. I had to cook for a family of 5 children and a couple and they brought

home a mother from an insane asylwn And then the children were college students

who would bring home guests. So since my brothers had relocated to Gtevedberrd, we
- came here because my parents were here. LTS

Yeah.
 Mnd then my marriage didn't work out, and I was divoreced.

Oh.
After 7 years I remarried and I have been married for the past 20 years.

Se=row-yontredlrried-to-Mp —Idemotoy.for. 20. years=to M. IdemotorWellythat's
npee That Ethimgs-worked-out. What does your present husband do now?
He's an engineer. Pt

R An=ongbrecr2-~GooH.
-Iﬂ' \ I have worked as a secretary all these years. This is my 35th year.

REx Andeyoylre . still working ?
TN I’m stibl-working.

SRAZ...»Good, for you,w.gustw=tike e (Laight) .

IN: Thirty-five years I could retire, but my husband is talking about taking an early
retirement and if he retires and then. . . I'm now the secretary to the superin-
tendent and they're trying to relieve him of his position, so when he goes I don't
know whether I'll stay or.

Well, (pause) . . .I'll ask another question. Lookiémgem. . This 1s a wierdo.
Looking back, what was the most helpful thing you learmed about your fellow human
beings through all this experience, would you say?

Oh golly, I don't know.

Well then, we'll just skip that.

Because I noticed when war started my classmates stopped talking to me; on the
street they didn't even see me. They saw right through me. And then trying to
find a place to live. Why, if you were a Japanese, the vacancy sign didn't mean
anything. But on the whole, I think people have been kind, especially the ethnic

groups.

W2, Yeg,. and this ie-in Cincinnati?
LN: CZeveZand

~

‘RW.s... Pardon “mes in Cleveland.
LNw ,Rzght #

RW: And which ethnie groups especially have been. . .?

LN: Chevelawd is a mixture. I've made many Irish friends, Slovenian friends, Slovenians
———— .
and Bohemians.




9.
W: Ok, Lillian, I had ne idea of the terment yeu had been geing threugh there,
and I'm serry te have put yeu threugh the erdeal ef telling me., But I

think it will be useful fer peesle te knew, I feel very strengly that

/Z at least the American gevemmment sheuld apelegize te the Jaranese

American citizens like yeu., . .

I think it is enly decent., . . as I said, T remember yeu fendly,
Yeu remember me fondly?. Oh that makes me feel se geed,

Yes, I can just picture yeu striding ey with a big fat ceekbeek under
yeur arm/ (laughs).

All T can say is, "HBed bless ysu,"
And Ged bless jou tee, and I'm serry I didn't respend when Tare wrete te
me.. .even new, seeple, , . just becguse of yeur eriental features

yeur unet censidered amn American,

Welly by me you are. (lauzh3
(laughs) Well, that's tue way it gees,
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RW:

LN:

And he was promised a job and left, and then it didn't materialize. In New York,
my gosh. What did you do then?
Well, I found an office job right away, but what did he do with a Japanese college

. education - he became a bus boy. He did lapidary work for a while and that was
.- dying out, so he did restaurant and bus boy work. And then, he checked around with

the Japanese Buddhist Temple and he found they wanted domestic work. I wasn't
feeling well yet from my operation and the fact that I couldn't have children you
know, was a psychologiecal. . . emotional thing.

Nobody can wnderstand, who hasn't suffered it.
So we took domestic work and went to Fall River, Massachusetts. And the work was

» too heavy. I had to cook for a family of & children and a couple and they brought

home a mother from an insane asylum. And then the children were college students
who would bring home guests. So since my brothers had relocated to Cleveland, we
came here because my parents were here.

Yeah.
And then my marriage didn't work out, and I was divorced.

Oh. '
After 7 years I remarried and I have been married for the past 20 years.

So now you're married to Mr. Idemoto, for 20 years to Mr. Idemoto. Well, that's
ntece. That things worked out. What does your present husband do now?
He's an engineer.

An engineer? Good.
I have worked as a secretary all these years. This is my 35th year.

And you're still working?
I'm still working.

Good for you, just like me (laughs).

Thirty-five years I could retire, but my husband is talking about taking an early
retirement and if he retires and then. . . I'm now the secretary to the superin-
tendent and they're trying to relieve him of his position, so when he goes I don't
know whether I'll stay or.




