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September 12, and October 4, 1944

/I met Miss. Noma because she was employed as libra rian at Tule Lake. She was a 
very shy young woman and 1 gathered that she and he r family were "very conservative. I 
had my first brief talk with Lillian a few days aft er the residents had refused to_cooperate 
with the Administration’s plans to establish a perm anent Representative Committee^/

HAY 22, 1944

TALK WITH LIBRARIAN LILLIAN NOMA (Miltpn Sasaki' s sister-in-law).

After returning some books entered into conversatio n with the librarian on the 
nominations. She proved to be very anti-Daihyo Sha Kai. She came from block 29 where 
nominations had been made. She told me that It was well known that the agitators, had been 
plotting the Tule Lake trouble even on the train fr om Jerome. She seemed worried and 
concerned over the present situation. She does not want the people released from the 

stockade.

SEPTEMBER 12, 1944

/My next brief chat with. Lillian occurred directly  after Hart, Kunitani, and Tada, 
along”with some of the leaders of the Resegregation  Group had been interrogated by the 
District Attorney of Modoc County for alleged compl icity in the murder of Hr*. Noma 

(no relation to Miss Noma)j_/

TALK WITH GIRL - LILLIAN NOMA

Miss Noma, an anti—status quo girl had also heard a bout the arrests, but knew no 
reason for them. In her ward a young man named Hara  had been taken and questioned and 
she also knew that Mr. Tada of block 30 had been ta ken. I said I wondered if It had any^ 
thing to do with the Noma killing. She immediately expressed her strong desire that the 
murderer be caught. She had felt so sorry for Mrs. Noma and the children.

OCTOBER 4, 1944

TALK WITH NISEI GIRL - OLD TULEAN, LILLIAN NOMA

In a discussion on the workings of the trouble-make rs in which nothing yery much 
was said on either side, Lillian remarked that ther e are still people in her block who 
will not speak to each other because of their year long disagreement on the status-quo 

question.
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/On October 11, I tried to get Miss Noma’s reaction  to the second Resegregation 

Petition. She told mej_/

M ost o& the . people In bio eft  7 don't seem too enthusiastic about It . But In block 8,  
T hejax thexe axe quite a êw stxong backexs*

DECEMBER 15, 16, 1944

/On December 15, a staff member told me that there had  been 
block”54, and that the police had arrested eleven a ssailants. I 
the details of this fracus when I met Lillian and a sked her what

a serious beating in 
had not yet learned 

she knew, of it , /

TALK WITH NISEI LIBRARIAN - MISS NOMA

All this young woman knew about the beating yesterd ay was that posters had P
up in the laundries stating that such and such pers ons had been ganged up on and h 

suffered slight injury. She had no idea which group s were involved.

FEBRUARY 16, 1945

JJdo not remember how I, happened to visit Miss Noma at home. I suspect that she 

invited me J

TALK WITH LILLIAN NOMA - Conservative Nisei Girl

I visited Lillian's home for the first time today a nd chatted for over an hour with 
her family. They were, of course, affected hy the g eneral tension in camp, andwere 

s t rong" of thTopinion that very little could he don e about the ^ o k u .  ^  
were going to defy anything that the Department of Justice or the NEA did. Lillian 
mentioned the rumor about the Hokoku losing their j obs. Lillian told me several pitiful 
" ^ s  of men who were interniriSIving their pregnant wives -  Jheir wives and small 

children [at Tule Lake]. Many people taken in the l ast pick-up did t ^ s l a S d -
mother and an Issei woman friend thereupon began to  talk in Japanese. Lill

Uany oi the parents aae trying to make thei� � sons� � � � � � t h e h ^  Thls 
� � � the Manzanaa A ction. One boy has a duck cut and maos zoot suU UotheA. JUS PW2MS 
A e  t o m  to make him join the Hokoku. He said, 'GoUy,� � � can’t  do that.� ����w uld� �
look In Santa Be?1

Lillian also said that it was the old senjyo-jq i  pe ople who had really f o r ^d  the 
Hokoku. They do not bother her, however, because sh e has nothing to do with, them an

doesn’t talk to them.
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FEBRUARY 21, 1945

/When 1 did not encounter Lillian in the library, I  ventured to call at her home^/ 
I found only her sister at home and she told me tha t her sister would get in touch- with 
me. Today I received the following letter.

2-20-45

Dear Miss Hankey,

My sister told me about your visit.

I am sorry but I am not interested in discussing ab out 

camp affair.

Sincerely yours,

& & sfc >'< * * * * * *

/When I interviewed her 36 years later, Lillian obl iquely explained why she wrote 
this letter to me./



February 5, 1982

Dr. Arthur A. Hansen 
Department of History 
California State University 
Fullerton, CA 92634

Dear Art:

I ’m sorry that I sent you a copy of ray interview w ith Lillian Noma 
without including a copy of her brief longitudinal history in Tule Lake.
They provide a subtle example of the fear of being thought an inu* I was 
able to find Lillian only because Taro Tokunage (ps eudonym), whose interview 
with me is not yet transcribed, wrote and told me w here she lived*

As ever,

Rosalie H. Wax



November 17, 1981

t LILLIAN NOMA

Miss Noma was born in California in 1922.

At Tule Lake Miss Noma was employed at the project library. I visited the 

library occasionally, and we became acquainted. But  we had no real conversations 

until mid-February of 1945, a few days after the De partment of Justice had arrested 

and interned about 650 members of the Resegregation  Groups. On February 16, I, 

for the first time, visited Lillian at her home. He r mother and an Issei woman 

were present while we talked.

Lillian told me several pitiful stories of men who had been interned, leaving 

their pregnant wives and children. Many persons tak en in this last big pick-up 

did not wish to go.

Her mother and the Issei woman friend then began to  talk in Japanese. Lillian 

translated: "Many of the parents are trying to make  their sons join the Hokoku.

Ibis is especially in the Manzanar section. One boy  has a duck cut and wears zoot 

suit clothes. His parents are trying to make him jo in the Hokoku, he says, "Golly, 

I can’t do that. How would I look in Santa Fe?"1

I was happy to have been able to make this visit, b ecause I liked Lillian and 

because I did not have many respondents among the O ld Tuleans.

When, a week later, I did not see Lillian at the li brary, I ventured to call 

at her home. Her sister answered the door and told me that Lillian was not home 

but would get in touch with me. On february 21, I r eceived the following letter:

Dear Miss Hankey,

My sister told me about your visit.

I am sorry but I am not interested in discussing ca mp affair.

Sincerely yours

1
Fosalie Hankey, Fieldnotes, February 16, 1945
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In November of 1981, Mr. Tokunaga wrote to me, givi ng me Lillian’s address.

I them wrote to Lillian, describing my project. She  did not respond. Thinking

it would do no harm to try, I telephoned her and ca refully explained what I planned

to do. She then told me:

I ’ve been hesitant writing to you, because of - aft er all these years- 

it sort of stirs up some very unhappy memories, plu s some nice memories, and 

of course, I remember you very well, and you always  had a cook book, (laughs)

RW: (laughs)

LN: I remember that portion, and I remember that fo r reasons other than my own

I could not be as frank with you as I wanted to in camp, because of parental 

pressure, you know, not to say too much, and so for th. And I felt guilty that 

way, because you were most friendly. But that was t he reason why I hesitated 

to write to you

RW: I can really understand how you feel because th is happened to me. I ’ve talked

now to about 5 of my friends. . .

LN: Oh, have you. . .

RW: And other Japanese American, and it. . . the pr ivacy you don’t have to worry 

about, because I won’t put your name on it.

LN: Yes.

RW: But what happened was, as they talked they reme mbered sad things that they

had forgotten, and then when I had finished talking , I did too, after all these 

40 years. And I went to my office and I cried. You know, it was. . .so I 

can see how you feel. But if you had time sometime why we could talk over at 

least the happy parts, so I could ask you questions  and you. . .

LN: What would you like to know? What happened afte r. . .

RW: What I'd like is a longitudinal history. . .lik e what you were doing before

the war, and then how you felt when you heard that they were going to evacuate 

the Japanese, and anything you wanted to tell me ab out your feelings in Tule Lake.
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.... J B H p v y g  m u m

LN: Oh, I see. Well, I tell you. I was just out of school. I had just gotten

my job.

RW: How old were you then?

LN: At evacuation time?

RW: Yes.

LN: I must have been 20. I was out of high school, had gotten some other jobs,

and meanwhile I had passed my state examination, I was hired by the State of 

California. I was working in the state capitol.

RW: Oh, my goodness. . .

LN: And I enjoyed it very much, and I hadn’t been w orking there too long, of

course when war broke out. . .and I found out comin g home from a movie some�

one told me, "Did you know Pearl Harbor has been bo mbed?" Well, we thought 

maybe they were joking, maybe. . .we thought it was  just a radio story. We 

didn’t believe it. Well, I went to work and shortly  thereafter I received 

a letter saying that my presence was very upsetting  to my co-workers. . .

RW: Oh. . .

LN: . . .Because of my Japanese descent and that he reby they were terminating my

employment; that is was most, what is it. . . m y  co- workers felt uneasy because 

I was of Japanese descent, etc. and I was hereby be ing terminated. So that’s 

what happened. Of course, I wanted to go to college , but my mother wanted me 

to work and thought the boys should go first. You k now, I had a brother right 

behind me. So, she wanted me to work for about a ye ar and help put the money 

aside to enter him in college first, which I was ha ppy to do. But then my 

brother was in junior college at the time and short ly thereafter we were re�

located into camps. That was the most depressing in cident, you know. . .

RW: For you to be fired like that?

LN: Yes.

RW: That’s what hurt you the most. I can understand  that, my God. . .Which of the
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LN:

RW:

LN:

RW:

LN:

RW:

LN:

RW:

LN:

RW:

LN:

RW:

LN:

RW:

LN:

assembly centers did they send you to?

I was in Walerga.

Walerga. Do you recall any experiences from there 

Oh yes.

How you felt, if you want to tell me.

Well, my sister had just given birth to a child.

strongly?

Oh God!

It wasn’t quite a week, in fact, she had given birt h during the hours when we. . 

during curfew hours. . .and she preferred to have i t with a midwife. . .she 

thought it would be more economical. It was her fir st baby, and the baby 

won’t come out. So here, we had to wait until morni ng until curfew ended before 

we could rush her to the hospital. And she gave bir th to her first child. So 

that was most traumatic.

This was in Walerga?

No, this was back home just before evacuation.

Just before evacuation.

Right. So here she has this new born baby. We didn’ t know if she’d have 

enough milk, we didn’t know what kind of food we ha d. . .

And you only took 2 suitcases, you know. . .

Oh yes. . . and people were coming around buying up  our furniture and bicycles 

for a song. You should have seen the trucks going d own the street loaded to 

the hilt with bicycles they were buying from people , because people didn’t know 

what they could take into camp.

Gosh. . .

So that was very traumatic. And we didn’t own our h ome - we rented. So we 

stored our funiture with our friend who lived aroun d the corner and while we 

were. . .from Walerga we went to Tule, our friends said they would be glad
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to send some of our things. When they went to the p lace it was rensacked 

and taken.

RW: Oh,so you lost everything.

LN: Yes, almost everything, except for what we took  in to the camp. Right,

How did you manage to cope with all of these awful things?

LN: How else. . .what else could you do? You had no  alternative. Of course, the

family was together and rumors abounded, and we did  not know what was going 

to happen. Of course, we were herded like cattle by  train to Walerga, and 

then it was hastily put up barrack affair. When it rained the dirt was red 

dirt, you leg sank to almost your knees, and they h ad put up a washroom. , . 

latrine, which was more or less a barrack type with  the holes punched into 

a plank, back to back - no privacy. And the first w eek, people had diarrhea 

because of the change in water perhaps or the food,  and we were right by the 

latrine, you could hear the doors flap back and for th like a shuttlecock all 

night long.

RW: Oh gosh. . .

LN: And the wood they used was green wood, so as th e wood dried, the cracks

opened in the floor, and the weeds would be growing  up underneath. By the 

time you got to the doors sweeping your dirt was al l gone, it fell into the 

cracks. (laughs)

RW: Gosh. . .

LN: And then from Walerga we were taken to Tule Lak e.

RW: Yes..

LN; And, of course, we weren’t prepared for the win ters there. We had a pot�

bellied stove,

RW: Yeah.

LN; But, X became very ill, and X was. . . .1 worke d in the circulating library. . •

RW: Oh. . . I ’ve got a question here that now sounds a litt le stupid, but I ’m. . .
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and they wanted to close it. . . m y  only source of h eat was an electric heater. 

Even when it snowed— dedicated me— like a fool, I wen t there. And I got 

deathly sick, and for that reason I haven't been ab le to have any children.

RW: Oh. . . poor Lillian. If I had known and if I c ould have done anthing to

feel better, I would have done it. I didn't know yo u were having all that

trouble. . . Did I meet you in the library, or. . .

LN: I forget just where we met.

Lillian now told me that she had been friends with a family "who were UC graduates" 

and asked if I knew them. "Because they were doing research work. . .and they 

were sort of ostracized for that. I felt sorry for them." But I did not recog�

nize the name. I then said:

RW: I was going to ask a little more cheerful. . .w as there anything that happened 

in Tule Lake that makes you feel good when you thin k of it today?

LN: Well, the only. . . The nice experience was tha t our parents had a little rest 

from all their toil, and I got to know a lot of peo ple. And the things that 

we were able to learn, you know, there. But weather wise it was awful and 

waterwise it was awful, but. . .

RW: Were you especially bothered by this awful busi ness of calling folks inu and 

so on?

LN: Oh yes, yes. That's the reason why we hesitated  to talk to you people and

to this university girl. I felt badly because I tho ught I was more broad�

minded, but our parents were quite disturbed, that anyone associated with 

them would be called that, and therefore, we were t old to. . .1 was especially 

cautioned by my parents to hold my distance. And I felt sorry because I did 

like this girl, and I knew they were doing research  work. . . .In Tule Lake,

I associated with them until we heard they were doi ng research work, and be�

cause of the association, my parents didn't want me  associated with them, and 

for other things too, and they left camp, so I didn 't get too. . .
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RW: They may have been working for Dr. Osier. . .

LN: I think so. I think John was.

RW: And so - people who worked for Dr. Osier were called inu?

LN: Right, right, (laughs)

RW: Even talking to me. . .

LN: Yes, even tlaking to you. # • in my case, I had not gone out socially very

much - close knit family with a very. . .1 mean und er strict discipline, 

especially mother. And outside of following family orders. . .1 didn't have 

much social life. And for that reason what the pare nts said was the law. . .

I hadn't broadened my horizon, and I had just worke d briefly before the war. 

Lillian then told me that at Tule Lake she had been  obliged to have an operation 

for a cystic tumor. "They decided I had an adhesion  trouble from childhood, and then 

with this library work, my ovaries were damaged." I  expressed sympathy and then 

asked:

RW: Did you go to any of the classes or did your pa rents keep you. . .

LN: Well, I attended some classes. Oh, I did get ma rried in camp and because of 

my operation, you know, the Japanese, the rumors ab ound. I had a tumor, 

the rumors abound that I had been 3 months pregnant  or something and Dr.

Miyamoto said that I should not worry about it. But  my future in-laws took 

up that rumor, and they believed it, which was very  unfortunate. So I had a 

miserable, you know, in-law situation there. Becaus e my husband insisted 

on marrying me. He said he knew I was a virgin. . . 1 was a virgin when I got 

married. But. . .

RW: That must have been hard for you. . . When did you leave Tule Lake?

LN: The second operation took place in, let's see. . .ah, 1945, December, the

last day, December 31st. I was operated on. So I wa s bedridden for a while.

RW: That was 1945?

LN: Right, December 31st. So I couldn't be moved fo r a while, and when I left in
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f46, they were closing up the camp, and I was moved  by pullman. I went 

to . . .  as far as New York City.

RW: Oh, you and your husband?

LN: Yes.

RW: Oh good.

LN: We went to New York City, but of course, I coul d find a job, but he was

promised a job which never materialized. That was W RA, they wanted you to

get out of camp. . .

RW: War Relocation Authority?

LN: War Relocation, WRA yes. What he was promised d idn’t materialize.

RW: And he was promised a job and left, and then it  didn't materialize. In

New York, my gosh. What did you do then?

LN: Well, I found an office job right away, but wha t could he do with a Japanese 

college education - he became a bus boy. He did lap idary work for a while 

and that was dying out, so he did restaurant and bu s boy work. And then, 

he checked around with the Japanese Buddhist Temple  and he found they 

wanted domestic work. I wasn't feeling well yet fro m my operation and the 

fact that I couldn't have children you know, was a psychological. . .emo�

tional thing.

RW: Nobody can understand, who hasn't suffered it.

LN: So we took domestic work and went to Fall River , Massachusetts. And the work

was too heavy. I had to cook for a family of 5 chil dren and a couple, and they 

brought home a mother from an insane asylum. And th en the children were col�

lege students who would bring home guests. So since  my brothers had relocated 

to __________ , we came here because my parents were here.

RW: Yeah.

LN: And then my marriage didn't work out, and I was  divorced.

RW: Oh.

LN: After seven years I remarried and I have been m arried for the past 20 years.
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I have worked as a secretary all these years. This is my 35th year. 

Thirty-five years I could retire, but my husband is  talking about taking 

an early retirement and if he retires and then. . . I ' m  now the secretary 

to the superintendent and they're trying to relieve  him of his position, 

so when he goes I don't know whether I'll stay or. . .

RW: Well, (pause) . . .I'll ask another question. T his is a wierdo. Looking

back, what was the most helpful thing you learned a bout your fellow human 

beings through all this experience, would you say?

LN: Oh golly, I don't know.

RW: Well then, we'll just skip that. . .

LN: Because I noticed when war started my classmate d stopped talking to me; on

the street they didn't even see me. The saw right t hrough me. And then 

trying to find a place to live. Why, if you were a Japanese, the vacancy 

sign didn't mean anything. But on the whole, I thin k people have been kind, 

especially the ethnic groups.

RW: And which ethnic groups especially have been. .  .?

LN: __________  is a mixture. I've made many Irish friends, Sloven ian friends,

Slovenians and Bohemians.

RW: Oh, Lillian, I had no idea of the torment you h ad been going through there,

and I'm sorry to have put you through the ordeal of  telling me. But I 

think it well be useful for people to know. I feel very strongly that at 

least the American government should apologize to t he Japanese American 

citizens like you. . .

LN: I think it is only decent. . .as I said, I reme mber you fondly.

RW: You remember me fondly. Oh that makes me feel s o good.

LN: Yes I can just picture you striding by with a b ig fat cookbook under your

arm (laughs).

RW: All I can say is, "God bless you."

LN: And God bless you too, and I'm sorry I didn't r espond when Taro wrote to
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me. . . even now, people. . . just because of your oriental features you’re 

not considered an American.

RW: Well, by me you are. (laughs)

LN: (laughs) Well, that’s the way it goes.
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FEBRUARY 21, 19U5 

Ixdid x rt Ehx b or  n Ah  hh n ii a n
^When I did not encounter idbcxx Lillian in the ftr bxray library, I 

ventured t© call at her home* J  I found only her sister at home and she 

told me that her sister would get in touch with me*  Today I recieved the 

following letter.

2-20-)45

Dear Miss Hankey,

My sister tele me about your visit.

I am sorr£ but I Aexxe A am not interested in discussing about 

camp affair*
Sincerely yours,

# • # * # ■ * * * *  #■ «•** *

k̂iim^majuDC£Kaftsniafenx When I ifctervied her 36 years later, Lillian 

x± obliquely explained why she wrote this letter to  me*_7





LILLIAN M i I NOMANavember 17, 1981 t

Miss Nana was b#r® in Califarnia in 1922«

At Tuie Lake Mxxmx Miss Nana was enplayed at the »r eject library#

I  v is i te d  the l ib r a r y  e ecas ien a lly  and we became acquainted# But be bad

=!D ��� W jJFl
as re a l  cjejoĉ x  cenversa tians j r n t i l  feriixyxxt February tf.xm bcm Aro icfs

tf-ik
j^rMrin^ ,  F(|teeaa*yai r t  T i » Vi r  le p a r tn e n t t f

ju s t ic e  bad inbMtn«atamnbamfcm<a$mM a rre s te d  and ia terae d  a b ru t 6£0 members t f

tb e  R esegregatiens Greups# Oa February 16, I  xxmxjiiaMmMliimK mbrnbamm

fcxjtmmbmmmn , fa r  tbe f i r s t  tim e, v is i te d  L i iaa  a t ber btme# Her pjnoucfcsx 
mother aad aa I s s e i  wemaa f r i e a d
were present while we talked# îĵ ikmxmtm3cixiaKmmmMmBmlmpBlEaimiiuaE)dQQ's

Lillian ta

leaviayxbeir px

several pitiful steries tf mén|jj|«a 

\pregnani; wî s'/aad smal̂ ahildrij/n

t i t s tp ts b e

Lillian ttld me seberal pitiful sttries tf men wb® bad been 

iateraed, leaving tbeir pregnant wives and children  • Many perstas 

taken in this last big tick-ip did a#t wish ta gt#

Her matber and the Issei wtmaa friends then began t e talk 

in Japanese# Lillian translated: "Many tf tbe paren ts are trying 

ta make tbeir sans jein tbe Hsktku, This is especia lly in tbe 

Maazaaar sectien. One bay bas a duck eut and wears zaat suit 

clatbes# His parents are trying ta make him jaia tb e Hakaku ,

He xx± says, ’’Gaily, I can’t da that# Haw would I lack in Santa 

Fa?**

1, Rosalie Haakey, Fibldnats, Feb, 16,
*S

I „wa.d̂ baapy ta have been able ta make this visit/  pnmmmmippmmmaaainald«

Ma^k^nyaiBnaitbaanninnAinf nnaiEBindaflftBcnihjLX-u majraftgâ niathndxigBxaxi
/  I j  jf  \

faecause 1 did mat have many flupnt respondents spr ang tbeOld Tuleabs.
/  Jr  - f  x

Mk When, a week later, I jRjagrwmtar Lillian, at tbe l ibary I

ventured ta call at ber hem&* Kvc T fciWd "Ttrlr’ tl frrr sister,
/  7 , A

she '‘taldi Joek  me that Lillian W(?uld %et in taoqgkx touch with m e# U On

yHâ -uarj 21 I received tbe f̂ jpilowing letter#



I was feattpy te have been able t® make this visit,  because I liked 

Lillian and teeccause I did net have many responden ts among the Old Tuleaas

When, a week later, I did not see Lillian at the li brary, I ventured t® 

call at her heme. Her sister answered the dear and told me that Lillian 

was Edfex net heme but would get in touch with me# On February 21 I 

received the fell®wing letter.
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Dear Miss Hankey,

My sister teld me ateaut yaur visit,

I am serry but I am net interested ixx:xje*xiMM*i 	iifcfe*i in 

disaussing ©amp affair,

Siaeerely yturs,

xikaimitemm^mxAjratiil&iL^mMrxxfllLOIxx&lixmxixmKmm temimxmxjpcgiimmmfmmmraMiimmmAm

xmxmxdxmxaxihHmmmMmjtwKxtemmnm^maMy^m

la Neverateer af 1981, Mr* Tekunaga wrate ta me, gi ving me Lillian's address.tx 

xxmx : I then wrate tt fcjaocx Lillian, taddticxpckiix de seribing my erejedt.

She did nat respend. Thinking it wauld da aa harm t a try, I telepijened her 

and sarefully explained what I px planned ta da. Sh e XKXXKiatnt then tald me:

I've been hesitant writing ta yau, teeeause af - af ter all these 

years - it sart af stirs up same very unhappy raema ries pxixxx 

�	� plus same nise memories, and af eaurse, I remember  yeu very well, 

and yau always had a ©aak beak, (laughs)

R ¥: (laughs)

LN: I remember that mxm pertian and I remember that  far reasans ather 

than awn I eauld nat tee as frank with yau as I wan ted ta in ®amp, 

teeeause ®f parental pressure, yeu kn-w, apt ta say  taa mush, and sa 

farth. And I felt guilty that way, bedause yeu were  west friendly. But 

that was the reason why I hesitated ta write ta yeu .



Lillian Noma - November 17, 1981 -2 -

RW: J can r e a l ty  unclerstand how you f e e l  because th i s  happened to  me. I rve ta lk e d  now
to  about 5 o f  my f r ie n d s , . .

LN: Oh, have you, , ,

RW: and o th e r  Japanese Americans, and i t ,  , , the  p r ivacy  you d o n 't  have to  worry about,
because I  w o n 't p u t your name on i t ,

LN: Yes,

RW: B ut what happened was, as they ta lk e d  they remembered sad  th in g s th a t  -they had
fo rg o tte n , and then when I  had f in is h e d  ta lk in g ,  I  d id  too , a f te r  a l l  th ese  40 
yea rs . And I  w ent to  my o f f i c e  and I  c r ie d . You know, i t  was, , . so I  can see 
how you f e e l .  But i f  you had tim e sometime why we cou ld  ta lk  over a t  le a s t  the 
happy p a r ts , so  I  cou ld  ask you q u estio n s  and you, , ,

LN: What would you l ik e  to  know? What happened a f te r ,  , , gnu -leave cearp?

R :̂ ' I  l e f t  about May,1 9 4 5 ,
* £ &itrf^l s e e , . ,

RW: And^wh&t tk e y  *really^arrnt*«-^^ ^ t he Roqfe& fetler. . ^  i ^ l o n g i tu d in a l  h is to r y ,  , ,
l i k e  what you were doing b e fo re  the  war, and then  how you
f e l t  when you heard th a t they were going to  evacuate the  Japanese, and any th ing  you 
wanted to  t e l l  me about your fe e l in g s  in  Tule Iakey* a n d ^ th e n ^ o r t  'o f*a^ong~Z 'ife 
s io rg '^ - l i fe d r v s to r y  th in g  ib  wha1r~tdiey*want.

LN: Oh, I  see . W ell, I  t e l l  you. I  was j u s t  o u t o f  sch oo l. I  had j u s t  g o tte n  my jo b .

RW: How o ld  were you then?
LN: A t evacuation  time?

RW: Yes. . .
--- Would- •that~hTioe~lDcen ' 42?

LN: I  must have been 20.
.... 4

^̂ *̂*»Twènty. r-, .
LNgjggg R ight- \T was o u t o f  h igh sch o o l, had g o tten  some o th e r  jo b s  and meanwhile I  had 

passed  my s ta te  exam ination, I  was h ire d  by the  S tate  o f  C a li fo rn ia . I  was 
working in  the s ta te  c a p i to l .

RW:
LN:

Oh, my goodness. . .
And I  en joyed  i t  very  much and I  h a d n 't  been w orking there  too long , o f  course when 
war broke o u t. . . and I  found th a t  o u t coming home from a movie someone to ld  me, 
"Did you know P earl Harbor has been bombed?" W ell, we thought maybe they  were 
jo k in g , maybe. . . we thought i t  was j u s t  a rad io  s tor y . We d id n ' t  b e l ie v e  i t . 
W ell, I  w ent to  work and s h o r t ly  th e r e a f te r  I  rec e ive d  a l e t t e r  say ing  th a t  my 
presence was very  u p se tt in g  to  my co-w orkers. . .

^RW: Oh . . .
LN: . . TBecause o f  my Japanese descen t and th a t hereby they were te rm in a tin g  my employ�

ment; th a t i s  was m ost, what i s  i t .  . . my co-workers f e l t  uneasy because I  was o f 
Japanese d escen t, e tc .  and I  was hereby be ing  te rm ina ted . So th a t 's  what happened. 
Of course, I  wanted to  go to  c o l le g e , b u t my mother wanted me to work and thought 
the  boys shou ld  go f i r s t .  You know, I  had a b ro th e r r ig h t  beh ind  me. So, she 
wanted me to  work fo r  about a yea r  and he lp  p u t th e money aside  to  e n te r  him in 
co lleg e  f i r s t ,  which I  was happy to  do. But then my b ro th e r  was in  ju n io r  co lleg e 
a t  the tim e and s h o r t ly  th e r e a f te r  we were re lo c a te d in to  camps. That was the  most 
depressing  in c id e n t, you know. . .
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RW:
LN:

For you to  be f i r e d  t ik e  th a t? 
Yes.

RW: T h a t's  what h u r t you the  m ost. I  can understand  th at ,  my God Which
o f  the assembly cen te rs  d id  they  send you to?

LN: I  was in  Waterga.

RW: Waterga. Bo you r e c a l l  any exper iences from there  stro n g ly?
LN: Oh y e s .

RW: How you f e l t ,  i f  you want to  t e l l  me.
LN: W elt, my s i s t e r  had d u s t g iven  b i r th  to  a c h i ld .

RW: Oh, God!
LN: I t  w a sn 't  q u ite  a week, in  fa c t ,  she had g iven  b i r th  during  the hours when we. . .

during our few hours. . . and she p re fe r re d  to  have i t  w ith  a m idw ife . . . she 
thought i t  would be more econom ical. I t  was her  f i r st  baby • i t  was a b ig  baby, 

j f j t  and the  baby w o n 't come o u t. So here , we had to  w ait u n t i l  morning u n t i l  curfew 
r ended b e fo re  we cou ld  rush h e r  to  the  h o s p i ta l .  And she gave b i r th  to  her  f i r s t

c h i ld . So th a t was m ost traum atic .

RW: This was in  Waterga?
LN: Ho, th i s  was back home j u s t  b e fo re  evacua tion .

RW: J u s t b e fo re  evacuation .
LN: R ig h t. So here she has th is  new b o m  babyf

flabyl
jJNk We didn ’t  know i f  she rd have enough m ilk , we d id n ' t  know what k in d  o f  fo o d  we had.

RW: And you on ly  took 2 s u i tc a s e s , you know. . .
LN: Oh yes . . . th en . . ... We hegAd v^IF ere  aof fia to. be sew t to  a  deso�

la te  orea^ s o  we b rough t, we were to ld  th a t we would need o u r * ttn ~ p la tes  ^aneHtin 
cupsj-^ou-know f^the rumors < sibounded~ptentifu l^attth e i tim e.

LNr Sd, ̂ motherjihad equ ipped a l l  o f  us w i th . t in  p la tes  w ith  t i n  cups and we a l l  had
b o o ts  because we heard th a t th e re  were sn a kes. ^

RW: :^ J f i^ m y a d th , w a g ^ th isr ih * W a tered o r / i n
N ^ ^ ^ i k ^ d s ^ g^'dcrc^ent< i..-beit^w e--:,diere - e v a c u ai^ ^ 'to ^ d fte r ^ a .

. \j.t& Wddemfa.
Mff And h e re  s i s t e r  had j u s t  g iven  b i r th ^ to  a> toby  and people were coming around buy i n 

up our fu r n i tu r e  and b ic y c le s  fo r  a song. You shou ld  have seen  the tru cks  going 
down the  s t r e e t  loaded to the h i l t  w ith  b ic y c le s  they were buy ing  from p eo p le , be�
cause peop le d id n 't  know what they cou ld  take in to  the  camp.

RW: Gosh. . .
LN: So th a t was very traum atic .

RW Oh th a t was vh ry . . .
LN: \And people coming in  and t r y in g  'to  buy) your fu r n itu r e  fo r  rOo th in g .  ̂  .

�
RW:
LN:
RW : j  . . . fo p  no th in g . 
LN: I R ig h t . / '

RW: \ That happened.^ .
to  say spmethiltg?

I'know  th a t  ha p p en ed ./* G ee ,tl. . „ _oh excuse W .  d id  you wght
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LN: 
r\ /  .

RW:
LN:

RW:

LN:

RW:
LN:

RW:
LN:

RW:
LN:

RW:
LN:

&
f \

RW:

LN:

RW:
LN:

RW:
LN:

RW:
LN:

RW:

LN:

And we d id n 't  own our* home -  we T en ted . So we s to re d  our fu r n i tu r e  w ith  our f r ie n d 
who l iv e d  around the. c o m er  and w h ile  we w ere. . . from  Walerga we w ent to  Tu le, 
our fr ie n d s  sa id  they would he g la d  to  send us some o f  our th in g s . When they went 
to  the g lace  i t  was ransacked and taken .

Oh, so you l o s t  e ve ry th in g .
Yes, a lm ost eve ry th in g , excep t f o r  what we took in  to the  camp. R ig h t.

d 'v e  go t a q u e s tio n  here th a t  now sounds a l i t t l e  s tup id , h u t  I 'm . .
How d id  you manage to  cope w ith  a l l  o f  th ese  aw ful th in g s  ?

Bow e ls e .  . . what e ls e  cou ld  you do? You had no a lte r n a t iv e .  O f course, the 
fa m ily  was to g e th e r  and rumors abounded and we d id  n o t know what was going to  happen. 
Of course, we were herded l i k e  c a t t l e  hy t r a in  to  Walerga and then i t  was h a s t i l y 
p u t up barrack a f fa i r .  When i t  ra in ed  the  d i r t  was red  d i r t ,  your leg  sank to
a lm ost your knees, and ihey had p u t up a washroom. . . la t r in e ,  which was more o r
le ss  a barrack type  w ith  the ho les punched in to  a pla n k , hack to  hack — no p r iv a c y . 
And th e  f i r s t  week, peop le  had d ia rrhea  because o f  the  change in  w a ter perhaps o r 
the fo o d  and we were r ig h t  hy th e  la t r in e  you cou ld  hear the  doors f la p  hack and 
fo r th  l i k e  a s h u tt le c o c k  a l l  n ig h t long.

Oh gosh. . .
And the wood they used  was green wood, so as th e  wood d r ied , the cracks opened in 
the f lo o r  and the  weeds would be growing up underneath. By the tim e you g o t to 
the doors sweeping,, why your d i r t  was a l l  gone, i t f e l l  in to  th e  cracks. (laughs)

Gosh. . .
And then from Walerga we were taken to  Tu le.

Yes.
And o f  course we w e re n 't  p repared  fo r  the w in te rs  the re . We had a p o t b e l l i e d  s to v e . 

Yeah.
B u t, I  became very i l l  and I  was. . . .1  worked in  the  c i r c u la t in g  l ib r a r y . 
and they wanted to  c lo se  i t .  . . my on ly source o f  h ea t was an e l e c t r i c  h e a te r .
Even when i t  snowed —  d ed ica ted  me —  l i k e  a fo o l  I  w ent th e re . And I  g o t d ea th ly 
s ic k  and fo r  th a t  reason I  h a v e n 't  been ab le  to  have any c h i ld re n .

Oh. . . poor L i l l i a n .  W e ll^H m -g o in g  to  take  th a t name o ut, b u t t h i s - i s  g u s t my
- i I  f e e l  fo r  you, my God. .Ch^^.J^-lost a baby too and. i f  .

Oh, d id  you? , ^SSS*

Yes, land I  know you never g e \  over  i t .
Yes. 1. . You have any?

H°, i  g o t m arr ied la ,te and i t  was my on ly chance.
Oh, dear. .. . / I f  1

But,, I  have a n ice  husband and I  have! had very \qood  hapvu work.
Oh, t h a t ’s good. / I / \

lh a t\ has been happy b u t, gee 1, I  d id n l t  know. . L when we would meet in  Tu le . . 
gosh, J cou ld  have dene aky th in g  to  make you. f e e l  b e t te r , I  w okld  have done i t .

\ e.(?xuse 1 jd vd n 't know you were hav ing  a l l  th a t t r o u ble . . . b id  I  m eet you in 
the l ib ra ry  o r . . . I  remember I  ta lk e d  w ith  y o \  q u ite  a number b f  tim es.
Yes. W ell, I \ f o r g o t  g u s t where we met. I  used  bo he lp tdgch E n g lish . I  d o n 't 
know i f  i t  was th e re . I  d o n 't  th i/ ik  i t  was in  th& ilibrary). I  th in k f i h a t  was 
towards the end.- \ \
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If I bad known and if I p@uli have dene anything t©  feel better, I 

weuld have dene it« I didn’t knew y®u were having a ll that trouble# 

//;/ • . • Did I meet y©u in the library, ®r. •

LN: I ferget just where we met*

^_pfLillia® new t©ld me that she had been been frie nds with a family

"wh© were UC graduates”and asked if I knew them. *x fc"Because they were 

deing research w®rk* • and they were s®rt ©f ©strac ized fer̂ ihat« I felt 

s©rry far them.” But I did net rectgnize the name. I then said:

LN:

j Was going to  ask a l i t t l e  move c h e e r fu l. . . Was th ere 
"anything th a t  happened in  Tule Lake th a t makes you f e e l  good when you th in k  o f  i t

Well the o n ly . . . The n ice  exper ience was th a t our p a ren ts  had a t i t tl e  r e s t 
from a l l  th e i r  t o i l ,  and I  g o t to  know a l o t  o f  p eo p le. And the th in g s  th a t  we 
were ab le to  te a m , you know, th e re . B ut w eatherw ise i s  was aw fu l and w aterw ise
i t  was aw fu l, b u t . . .

m . Were you e sp e c ia l ly  bo thered  by th is  aw fu l b u s in ess  o f  peop le c a t l in g  fo lk s  vnu

l n - Oh y e s ,° y e s . T h a tfs the reason why we h e s i ta te d  to  ta lk to  you peop le  <™d to  th'LS  
u n iv e r s i ty  g i r t. I  f e l t  badly because I  though t I  was more broad-m inded, b u t our 
paren ts were q u ite  d is tu rb e d , th a t anyone a sso c ia ted  w ith  them w ould be c a l le d  tha  , 
and th e re fo re ,  we were to ld  to . . . I  was e sp e c ia l ly  cau tioned  by my pa ren ts  to 
ho ld  my d is ta n ce . And I  f e l t  so rry  because I  d id  t ik e  th i s  g i r l ,  and I  knew they 
were doing research work. ,

• • r* In Tule Lake I asstciated with them until we

heard they wered®ing research w*rk and because- ®f the association, my my parents 

didn’t want me ass®ciated with them, and for ®ther things t#©, and they left 

cam®, s© I didn’t get t®. . .

M :  They may have been working ftr Dr. Osier . . . 

LN. I think s®. I tkijttexmxmxxwx think John was.

RW: And s® - peeple who werked f«r Dr. Osier were c alled inu? 

LM: Right, right, (lamghs)

RW: Even talking t® me • • •
LN: Yes, even talking t® jm»u * • • in my case, I had n*t gene ®ut stcially very m uch - 

cl®se knit family with a very . . ♦  I mean under st rict disci»line, especially 

wether. And ©ut side ®f fallowing family srders. • I didn’t have much social 

life. And f®r that reasen what the parents said was  the law. . . I hadn't 

breadened my hxxjcsxK horizon and I had just w®rked  briefly befere the war.



Lillian then tsld we k w  that xkexhaobck at Tule Lak e she had been ©feliged 

tn have an pperati©n far a cystic fcBxuqpx^Bjtmimii aiM turner. '»They decided I 

has an adhesion trouble frem shlldhstd and then wit h this library w@rk, my 

©varies were damaged,'» I expressed my sympathy and  then asked:
n.i:  : <'?>  7r, ~ jrij s n n j  i  r..i a t  ■ . .t i v  i [ x t  .1 s • j  n x .-¡nci ' ’ ■  it ami �-�-.v,

KW: Did ytu g@ t© any tf the classes pr did ytur pa rents keep y@u* .
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RW;
LN:

What „vere you o pera ted  on In  p u le  Lake?

RW:

4l$:

RW:
LN:

RW:
LN:

RW:
LN:

RW:

LN:

W eP l,X gfter th a t  f i r s t . ./. I t h e y  dec ided  I  hdd had ashesion  tro u b le  from c h i ld�
hood and then w ith  th is  tfibrary work, my ova r ies were damaged. They thought the 
co ld  had damaged my o v a r ie s , and Dr. Miyamoto l iv e d r ig h t  n e x t d o o r .T h g y  thought 
they,/cou ld  save p a r t  o f  my o v a r ie s , which fth ey  t ri e d  to , p u t  Wy subsequen t opera tion 
I  had to  have the r e s t  o f  i t  removed

Gee. . .  * y  \ . | \ /  0 ^
I  had developed a c y s t ic  vymor someplace .\

And you were so- young. 
Yes. I  was. . . �

When were you born? v What i s  yo u r jb ir th d a te ? 
Oh; I 'm  1922; I 'm  59 going on ,60/in  February,\ %

W ell; I 'm  70 and k in d  o f  sh ip p e r (laughter) 
I 'm  not too fa r  from  you.. .. (laughs)
/ £ M  /  JT / #  \ €

nS,

�
L e t 'sjM&&; i s  tkeig& any th ing  ets&  th a t you w oy ldw ,ike^to  help^m et.abou&IBule .Lake? 
Did mm eri.inn. ^¿¡s thepe any th ing  a t  c$ t th a tfy o u  r e a l ly  en joyed  thprp# doing'.Did you en jo y . 
W elM  . .

JSaui»«— mn.u you. . .

LN: W ell; I  a tten d ed  some c la sse s . Oh; I  d id  g e t  m arr ied  in  camp and because o f  my
opera tion ; you knoW; the Japanese; the rumors abound. I had a tumor. The rumors 
abound th a t I  had been 3 months pregnant o r som eth ing and Dr. Miyamoto s a id  th a t 
I  shou ld  n o t worry about i t 0 faut my fu tu r e  in - la v s took up th a t  rumor and they 
b e l ie v e d  i t ,  which was very u n fo r tu n a te0 ->So I  had a m iserab le ,  you know, in -law 
s i tu a t io n  th e re . Because my husband in s i s te d  on marrying me. He s a id  he knew I 
was a v i r g in . . . I  was a v ir g in  when I  g o t m arried. B u t. . .

RW: Ihatk ife hard fo r  you. . . . sgm^M wng^fappi-er. . .
-ftEP And ■ ’■ Then - -r- gaty> wrl 1 , 1  d i d - I i h ^ ^ k s ^ s ^ W t ' s - s a y  th a t  way ~̂~~X., did- enj&y

tgae^7tg-~'Er^^C^fi 'fb my »tfh,r8T' 'uti , B u t weath^n, o t
rtiuehT' "

LN:

No-;- th e  w ed tffer  Was te r r ib le .  J rgemember I ' d  f r e ez e  r"*:m hot# co kd -IJ d Wfetmsh'eh 
i arob&td. wa&king.^and fyvisufcing. . . when d id  you leave

' Tule Lake»?
The second o pera tion  took p lace  in ;  l e t ' s  see . . . ah; 1945; December; th e  la s t 
day; December 3 1 s t. I  was o pera ted  on. So I  was bed-r idden  fo r  a w h ile .

RW: That was 19451
LN: R ight; December 3 1 s t. So I  c o u ld n 't  be moved fo r  a w h ile  and when I  l e f t  in  '463

j they were c lo s in g  up the  camp; and I  was moved by pu llman. I  w ent to . . . as fa r 
H as New York C ity .

RW: Oh; you and your husband?
LN: Yes.

RW
LN

RW: 
LN: v

Oh good.
We went to  New York C ity ; b u t o f  course, I  cou ld 
a jobu which never m a te r ia l ize d . That was WRA,

f in d  a job f b u t he was prom ised 
they wanted you to  g e t o u t o f  camp. .

War R e loca tion  A u th o r ity?
War R e loca tion , WRA y e s . What he was prom ised d id n ' t  m a te r ia l iz e .
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RW: And he was prom ised a job  and l e f t ,  and then i t  dictn ' t  m a te r ia l ize . In  New York.,
my gosh. What d id  you do then?

LN: W ell, I  found  an o f f i c e  yob r ig h t  away,  b u t whatt\&&d he do w ith  a Japanese co lleg e
_ education  -  he became a bus boy. He d id  lap ida ry  work fo r  a w h ile  and th a t  was 
¿.¿¿tying o u t, so he d id  re s ta u ra n t and bus boy work. And then , he checked around w ith 

f  the Japanese B uddh ist Temple and he found they wanted dom estic  work. I  w a sn 't 
fe e l in g  w e l l  y e t  from my o pera tion  and the  f a c t  th at I  c o u ld n 't  have c h i ld ren  you

v know, was a p sych o lo g ica l. . . em otiona l th in g .
1 >

RW: Nobody can understand, who h a s n 't  s u f fe r e d  i t .
LN: So we took dom estic  work and w ent to  F a ll R ive r , M assachusetts. And the work was

r too heavy. I  had to  cook fo r  a fa m ily  o f  5 c h ild ren  and a couple and they brought
“'y >' home a mo idler from an insane asylum. And then the child ren  were co lle g e  s tu d e n ts 

L who would b r in g  home g u e s ts . So s in c e  my b ro th ers  had re lo c a te d  to  we
- came here because my pa ren ts were here.

RW: Yeah.
LN:' And then my marriage d id n ' t  work o u t, and I  was d ivo rced .

RW: Oh.
LN: A f te r  7 yea rs I  rem arried  and I  have been m arr ied  fo r  the  p a s t  20 yea rs .

RW: ' rea£Blrried ‘4o  M r^-Idem oto,- for^2Q. ya^m s^to M r. IdemotoT"' W-edM^imat 's
rid^eC^'Tf^dt^^ffings^worked*out?. What does your prese n t husband do now?

LN : He's an engineer,

wpfGZ- ’At -
v I  have worked as a se c re ta ry  a l l  th ese  yea rs . This i s  my 35th yea r.

J 0 ?  Andrmrm'^PS:.^ t i  11 wrrJUJJln ?

¿¡BMĵ j>4rOod*.fos& y & u , t * % i k & ' M e  Tlau’gbSH .
LN: T h ir ty - f iv e  yea rs I  cou ld  r e t i r e ,  b u t my husband i s ta lk in g  about ta k in g  an ea r ly

re t i re m en t and i f  he r e t i r e s  and then . . . I 'm  now the se c re ta ry  to  the  su p e r in �
ten d en t and th e y 'r e  tr y in g  to  r e l ie v e  him o f  h is  p os i t io n ,  so when he goes I  d o n 't 
know w hether I ' l l  s ta y  o r. . .

RW: Well, (pause) . . . I ' l l  ask ano ther q u estio n . Lookn»iwyas>n. . This i s  a w ierdo .
Looking back, what was the m ost h e lp fu l  th in g  you te a m e d  about your fe l lo w  human
beings through a l l  t h is  exp er ien ce , would you say?

LN: Oh g o l l y ,  I  d o n 't  know.

RW: Well then, w e ' l l  J u s t  s k ip  th a t. . .
LN: Because I  n o t ic e d  when war s ta r te d  my c lassm ates stopped  ta lk in g  to  me; on The
„ s t r e e t  they d id n 't  even see me. They saw r ig h t  through me. And then t r y in g  to
X f i n d  a p lace  to  l i v e .  WKyl' i f  you were a Japanese, the  vacancy s ig n  d id n 't  mean

a n y th in g . B ut on The whole, I  th in k  peop le  have been k in d , e sp e c ia l ly  the  e th n ic 
groups.

Y e s^ a n d
l h t  C l e v e l a n d . .
(  ' — —

FardofT̂Tfren, in~Cleveland.
LN .

RW: And which e th n ic  g ro ips e s p e c ia l l y  have been. . .?
LN: €&evo'twiitt i s  a m ix tu re . I ' v e  made many I r i s h  f r ie n d s ,  S loven ian  f r ie n d s ,  S loven ians

and Bohemians.
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RW: Ok, L i l l ia n , I has! a© idea ®£ the term©it y®u kad bee a g©iig tter@u there, 

and I ’m str ry  t© have put ytu tter ©ugh ttee ©rdeal ©f t e l l in g  me* But I 

tteiak i t  w i l l  tee u se fu l f©r ©et»le t© kn®w. I  fe e l very stragg ly  tteat 

If  at le a s t  ttee American gsvernment steeuli aptl©gize t© ttee Japanese 

American c i t iz e n s  l ik e  y tu , • •

LN: I think i t  is  E�)*� decent, , , as I sa id , I remember ytu f© id ly .
RW: Y@u rememteer me f tn d ly /. Ote tteat makes me fee l  s© g©®d.

LN: Yes, I  can ju st p icture ytu str id in g  tey with a teig fa t  cttkteetk under 
ytur arm/ (laugtes).

RW: A ll I can say i s ,  r’B©d teless y©u.”
LN: And Gtd teless $©u te©, and I ’m serry I didn’t  respond wteen Tar© wr©te te 

me,, .even t»w, people. • • ju st teec*use ©f yeur ©riental featu res

y®ur net considered an American,

RW: Welly tey me y©u are, (laugh$
LN: (laugtes) W ell, th a t ’s ttee way i t  g©es.
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And he was -promised a job  and l e f t ,  and then i t  d id n ' t  m a te r ia l iz e . In  New Io r k 3 
try gosh. What d id  you do then?
W ell3 I  found  an o f f i c e  job  r ig h t  away3 b u t what d id  he do w ith  a Japanese coVlege 
educa tion  -  he became a bus boy. He d id  lap ida ry  work fo r  a w h ile  and th a t  was 

L dying o u t3 so he d id  r e s ta u ra n t and bus boy work. And then3 he checked around w ith 
i the Japanese B uddh ist Temple and he fo u n d  they wanted dom estic  work. I  w a sn 't 

; fe e l in g  w e l l  y e t  from my opera tion  pond the  fa c t  th a t I  c o u ld n 't  have c h ild ren  you 
y knoWj was a p sych o lo g ica l. . . em otiona l th in g .

RW: Nobody can understand, who h a s n 't  s u f fe r e d  i t .
LN: So we took dom estic  work and w ent to  F a ll R ive r3 M assachusetts. And the  work was

t too heavy. I  had to  cook fo r  a fa m ily  o f  5 c h ild ren  and a couple and they brought 
'A i home a mo idler from an insane asylum. And then the c h ild ren  were co lleg e  s tu d e n ts

. who would b r in g  home g u e s ts . So s in ce  my b ro th ers  had re lo c a te d  to  C leveland3 we
- came here because my pa ren ts were here.

RW: Yeah.
LN: And then my marriage d id n ' t  work o u t3 and I  was d ivo rced .

RW: Oh.
LN: A f te r  7 yea rs I  rem arried  and I  have been m arr ied  fo r  the  p a s t  20 yea rs .

RW: So now y o u 're  m arr ied to  Mr. I  demo to  3 fo r  20 years to  Mr. Idem oto. N elly th a t 's
n ic e . That th in g s worked o u t. What does your p rese nt husband do now?

LN: H e's an eng ineer.

RW: An engineer? Good.
LN:  ̂ I  have worked as a sec re ta ry  a l l  th ese  yea rs . This i s  my 35th year.

RW: And yo u 're  s t i l l  working?
LN: I 'm  s t i l l  working.

RW: Good fo r  you3 j u s t  l ik e  me (laughs).
IN: T h i r ty - f iv e  years I cou ld  r e t i r e 3 b u t my husband i s  ta lk in g  about ta k ing  an ea r ly

re t i re m en t and i f  he r e t i r e s  and then . . . I 'm  now the sec re ta ry  to  the su p er in �
ten d en t and th e y 'r e  t r y in g  to  r e l ie v e  him o f  h is  p os i t io n 3 so when he goes I  d o n 't 
know w hether I ' l l  s ta y  or. . .


