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MR. EISEJIHO'TER. If I may, I should like , to make  this observa ã ion � I doubt 

ã ha ã  it. is desirable, by Executive order, to authorize  now a program which would 

not be effectuated tm ã il the war is .over. But certainly I do believe tha t this 

Government, after assuming i/yha ã  seems ã o me to be a moral responsibili ã y ã o .aid the 

evacuees, many of whom are perfectly loyal American  citizens, will not fail to aid 

them at the appropriate time ã o return ã o ã heir normal stations in life. I have 

every confiifienoe that this is going to be done.

LOYALTY OF EVACUEES TO THE IMITED*STATES

THE CHAIRÁ N. There is no suggestion that any of these should be returned 

ã o Japan?

MR.* EISENHO7̂ ^ . Yes, sir; the question oomes u«p f rom time to time, I can only- 

give a personal opinion. I have studied this proble m for about 3 mon ã hs, Mr. Chair-
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man, I have visi ã ed with many people, some of whom are technical exp erts in whom 

I have confidence. I would say that from 80 to 85 p eroen ã  of the Nisei, who are 

American-born citizens of Japanese desceirb and wl> o have never been out of the 

United States, are 10yal to the Ifaited States• The y h^ve a ã ã ended only American 

schools with other American children. They have lea rned the democratic way. They 

know no other way, Man r̂ of them are in the America n Army and Navy. Most of ã hem 

can speak no other language but ours. They are thor oughly Americanized.

I would say, from all the technical evidence I h a v e , ã hat 50 percen ã  of the 

Issei, that is, ã he firs ã  generation or aliens, are passively loyal to the 

United States.

There is another group, however, called the Kibei- Amerioan-born citizens 

who returned for a oonsiderblle p e nod  to Japan and who were educated in Japan*

My judgment is ã ha ã  a youngster, born in this country but educated in Japan for 

from 3 ã o 5 years during his impressionable years, that is,  between the ages of 

12 and 19, is likely to have when he returns here a  stronger cultural attachment 

to Japan than he has ã o ã he United States*

I do not have any idea wha ã  percentage of the -̂ -ibei would be deemed to be 

loyal to the United States under varying circumstan ces,

1SR. WIGGLEWORTH. Does he represent 20 percent of the t oã al,the' Kibei, as you 

call them?

MR. EISENHOTER. If we define a Kibei as an'American -born Japanese who hps 

spent 3 years of more in Japan, a por ã �̂on of which was subsequent ã � 1930 and after 

he was 12 years old, there are about 8,000 such Kib ei in the nited Sta ã es* 1f 

we add the parents, wives, and chi ldren, ã he number would increase to between

20,000 and 25,000
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I am merely making the generalization, Mr . Chairman , that the Merioan-born 

citizens who have never left the United States, hav e their cultural attachments here, 

have known only our democratic me ã hods, have never known anything else, are on the 

whold loya Ø ã o ã his country and to our form of government. In the- same generaliza­

tion, I should say it is the Kibei who are pointed in the other direction. There 

are exception^, of course. Some Kibei apparerrtly d islike Japan intensely.



December 8,1943. Budget Director Smith invited Dire ctor

Myer  to coiae to his office for a conference. 

Informed him that Attorney General Biddle had 

called on him, expressing anxiety over developments  

in the WRA. program, especially publicity following  

incidents at Tale Lake. Smith requested back­

ground information on developments at Tule Lake 

and other phases of theMiA  program. S+ated that 

he expected people to be raising questions with him  

eoncerning WHa and he wanted to have the answers.



B e e . 17,

Dec• 30•

INTEJftIM:

1943• meeting of Cabinet, Attorney General Biddle

mentions wthe Japanese question** as a matter of 

concern to his Department and to the A^inistration*  

Attorney Geneiral Biddle writes memorandum to 

President, giving his analysis of the problem of 

Japanese evecuees and the manner in which WRA. has 

done its job* C^cedes that WEa has ksAsi3asAx.  handled 

a thankless task rather well, and that its policies , 

especially the one of relocation, is funaaraentally  

sound; however, there has been much public criticis m 

of there is "unanimousw feeling in the California

delegation in Congress that should be abolished �  

cites L.A. poll as indicative of public ±x mistrust

toaoudaxapo; of WRA, Sii!!7gests that WRA should ho t be re­

quired to bear brunt of this public and political p ressure 

alone, as a small, independent agency; but that is 

should be made part of an establisixed Department,

Mentions either Justice or Interior, and favors 

Interior as having resources and personnel, particu larly 

¤ ndian Service, suited to the job.

Biddle memorandum evidently referred by the P^eside nt 

to ^.rnes, D^^ector of War Mobilization, for 

consideration; Byrnes concurred in Biddle#s recomae nd- 

ation and returned memoranduua to President, who th en 

referred the matter to Judge H〇seniaaa v̂ ith the re quest 

that he see that an appropriate executive order be



—2—

grafted, attaching WEA Department of the Interior.

Judge R^senman apparently communicated witli î ^old

Smith, D^ec to r  of the Budget, through whose hands a ll 

Executive Orders are to pass.

January 1 1 , 1944* Bidget Director Smith coiaraunicat es by

telephone witli Director %er, who is in New York

to address the Home Missions Council, and is planni ng 

to go from tliere to Phoenix, Postoa, San Francisco  

and Los Angeles for � period of about three weeks.

Upon learning of the proposed change in statues of 

WRa  he delays his plans for a trip to the coast and 

returns to Washington.

January 12. W e r  confers with Smith. Learns that Bid dle

apparently had something to do with the proposed mo ve. 

January 13. % e r  confers with Biddle, who gives him a copy of 

his meiaoraiiduni of December 30. ^rer cites 

unfairness of carrying on maneuvers vfitiiout infor ming 

him, and Biddle admits the c h a r g e . ã er points 

out importance of proper timing in making the 

transfer in order that the relocation drive complet ion 

of segregation, and other Important WR4 moves may 

not be thrown off stride. Biddle expresses tlie 

opinion that Ifyer should be given opportunity to 

indicate when the proposed transfer is announced 

and made.

January 14. % e r  sees Byrnes. Suggests that if trans fer is 

to be made, he would prefer to be transferred to



Justice Department, rather than to Interior, The expressed 

reasons were that WHa m ight gain in a public relati ons 

sense by being in the same Department which include s 

the FBIf and in an administrative sense by associat ion 

with the Immigration and naturalization service 

with which m A already has cooperated. Feels that 

the instittutional policies of the Indian Service 

and the developmental interests of the Bureau of 

Reclamation would be antithetical to Relocation

program.

Uiese arguments apparently were brushed asid© by

Byrnes, viho  felt that the WRii program would have 

〇 . stronger, more vigorous dsfendep ojid proponent ； in

the Secretary of the Interior than in the Attorney

General.

Tile impression v/as given that Director l^er will 

be retained as head of the agency, whatever it may be 

called, after the transfer. Presumably there will b e 

no major ciiange in personnel 〇 p in. major policies*

January 15. Further conference with Smith gives ass urance that 

any change can be delayed until ifyer has met M s  

obligations on West Coast.

January 16. Director % e r  leaves for West Coast*


