











. December 8, 1943. Budget Director Smith invited Director

Myer to come to his office for a conference.
Informedlhim that Attorney General Biddle had
called on him, expressing anxiety over developments
in the WRA program, especially publicity following
incidents at Tule Lake. OSmith requested back-
ground information on developments at Tule Lake

and other phases of theWRA program. S,gted that

he expected people to be raising questions with him

conc-rning WRA and he wanted to have the answers.




Dee. 17, 1943. iy meeting of Cabinet, Attorney General Biddle

mentions "the Japanese question™ as a matter of
concern to his Department and to the A_ jynistration.
Attorney Genemal Biddle writes memorandum to
President, giving his analysis of the problem of
Japaness evecuees and the manner in which WRA has
done its job., C ,cedes that WRi has mmddimax handled
a2 thankless task rather well, and that its policies,
especially the one of relocation, is funcamentally
sound; however, there has been much public criticism

o

of WRA; there is "unanimous™ feeling in the Califoraia

delegation in Congress that WRA should be abolished§

cites L,A, T:mes poll as indicative of public im mistrust
kmExxExgxx  of WRA, S ,gests that WRA should bot be re-
quired to bear brunt of this public and political pressure
alone, as & small, independent sgency; but that is

should be made part of an established Department.

Mgntions either Justice or Interior, and favors

Interior as having resources and personnel, particularly
Indian Service, suited to the job.
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INTERIM: Byddle memorandum evidently referred by the P_,sident
to M, Byrnes, D _ector of War Mobilization, for
consideration; Byrnes concurred in Biddle's recommend-
etion and returned memorandum to President, who then

referred the matter to Judge R genman with the request

that he see that an appropriate executive order be
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Brafted, attaching Wha 4o Department of the Interior.
Judge ﬁ;senman apparently communicated with H_ nold
Smith, L‘“ector of the Budget, through whose hands all
Executive Orders are to pass.

Jenuary 11, 1944, DBudget Director Smith communicates by
telephone with Director lyer, who is in New York
to address the Home Missions Council, and is plenning
to go from there to Phoenix, Poston, San Francisco
and Los Angeles for & period of about three weeks.
Upon learning of the proposed change in statues of
WRA he deleys his plans for a trip to the coast and
returns to Washington.

Januery 12. Myer confers with Smith. Learns that Biddle

‘ apparently had something to do with the proposed move.

January 13. Myer confers with Biddle, who gives him a copy of
his memorendum of Decémber 30. Ijyer cites
unfairness of carrying on maneuvers without informing
him, and Biddle adnits the charge. Myer points
out importance of proper timing in meking the
trensfer in order that the relocation drive completion
of segrecation, and other important WRA moves may
not be thrown off stride. Biddle expresces the
opinion that Myer should be given opportunity to
indicate when the proposed transfer is announced
and made.

January 14. Hyer sees Byrnes. o#ggests that if transfer is

to be made, he would prefer to be transferred to




Justice Department, rather than to Interior. The expressed
reasons were that WRA might gein in a publiec relations
sense by being in the same Department which includes
the FbI, and in an administrative sense by assoeciation
with the Immigration and naturalization service
with which WRA already hes cooperated. Feels that
the instittutional policies of the Indian Service
and the developmental interests of the Bureau of
Reclamation would be antithetical to Wha'g felocation
program.,

These arguments apparently were brushed aside by
Byrnes, who felt that the WRA program would have
a stronger, more vigorous defender and proponent in
the Secretary of the Interior than in the Attorney
General.

The impression was given that Director Myer will
be retained as head of the agency, whatever it may be
called, after the transfer. Presumably there will be

no major change in personnel or in mejor policies,

Jonuary 15. Further conference with Smith gives assurance that

any change can be delayed until lyer has met his
obligations on West Coast.

January 16. Director lyer legves for West Coast.




