


May 1, 1980

Archives Section, Clerk's Office

U.8. District Court, Northern District of California
U.S. Courthouse

P.0O. Box 36060

San Francisco, CA 94102

Attention: Rick Cowne
Dear Mr. Cowne:

T am interested in obtaining a copy of the "Affidavit of
Rosalie Hankey" which was utilized in the suits of the Japanese-
Americans against the U.S. Government in the matter of renuncaa-
tion of citizenship. The specific reference I have encountered
is as follows:

Affidavit of Rosalie Hankey, submitted to District
Court Judge Louis E. Goodman of the Federal District
Court for Northern California, January 8, 1947;

Abo v. Clark.

Yours truly,

Rosalie (Hankey) Wax
Professor




The 7crce*tive
avits of Hankey, Burling

u JI,“”: L R B B B BN BN
ooks as

,.he Ci't‘ﬁ’“ t as ”’\f‘bl"‘d'\"

Court Jlch Louls E. Goodman of the Federal District ( % Por

California r renunciation suits. il oL7. rRGECTiEE oF Ragied.
Abc Cla i)

PREJUDICE WAR AND THE CONSTITUTICN SGESCUE says that Buhmmmmhnhmaddn
e government submitted & g affid by Burling ,NYranscript of
Record, JuJL: vS. Abo , I 1l and that four storter arfadavits

rt“%r earkng officers we also IWUIDUuCEd

+he
LHE

ate th/ﬁ§
likel Ly tu;;.u

When Michl Weglyn cites Burling - gives
”& fadavit of John Burling," Submitted to
A. F. Sure of the Pederal District Court
in renunciaticn suits. Nov. 9. 19L6.
Ve "T'_’ZI"r{. e i pi s

office phone:

N .3

Clerk's Ogpfice t
U. S. District Court Ay (4w STnena o

Northern District of Calif. Y3

U. S. Courthouse 4] an s,
.0.Box 36060 H g ,

San Francisco, CA 94102, & P




Chicago, Illinois {1’ - {Z 74/—/333.433:%

Cook County — .
i flenfic "'f- s

JAPFPIDAYLIT /%/K};«:,W-w'w

Rwﬁmfbeing sworn, deposes and {:avL as Followd B 23 1947

I am a graduate student of anthropology and pre&nﬁ.ky(-"%é%’b

:«.nszmmga;;@wjg@wﬁww.r,, RO Ty AR

the Department of Anthropology in the University of Chicago as dssistant
in Anthropology. In July of 1943 I entered the employ of the Evacuation

and Besettlament Study of the University of California at Berkeley,

California. At this timelwas 31 yeers old.

This Study was an organization especially set up by the University of
California with funds donated by the Giannini and Rockefeller Foundations
to observe and record from the sociological standpoint the evacuation of
persons of Japanese ancestry from the Pacific Coast ordered by Lieutenant
General John L. DeWitt and the social phenomena which resulted therefrem.,

'/This Study was under the direction of Dr, Dorothy S. Thomas, a professor

at the University of California, The Study cmployed a number of students
of sociology and anthropology who .acted_ as observers in the several assenbly
centers and relocation centers; and also employed students of Japanese
ancestry, who thensel‘%es were evacuated, to act as reporters. I was at
first ass 1g1ieé. by Dr. Thomas to the Gila Relocation Ceﬁter and began ny
work %there in July of 1943. The nature of ny duties there included the
recording of events and evacuee attitudes, and the prepardion of reports
descri 1113 and analysing the sociological phenomena, On February 1, 1944,
after seven months of almost continucus residence at the Gila Center, I wes
directed by Dr. Thomas to visit the Tule Lake Center in liodoc, California
to make 2 preliminary survey of the attitudes of the segregated evacuees.
Apnroximately three weeks before this visit, the jurisdiction of the Tule
Lake Center had been returned to the War Relocation duthority by the Military.
At this visit I remained at t.he Tule Lake Centsr for two days. I made two
ucceeding visits to the Tule Lake Center: from Harch 14 to March 23, 1944,
and from April 12 to Anril 17, 1944, 3Between these visits I returned to tre
Gila Center. On May 13 of 1944 I tock up permanent study in the Tule Lake
Center and remained there until May 9, 1945, except for three brief trips to
consult with Dr. Thomas. Therefore, I observed substantially all of the
sociclogical develdpments leading up to the remunciation of citizenship and

was at the Tule Lake Center during most of the renunciations themselves.




During all of this time, by the technigues described below, I assembled

very full field notes on the renunciation program and submitted these te

.
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the Evacuation and Resettlement Study. I also submitted voluminous reperts
on évacuee attitudes toward reaunciation. The University of California has
recentl published the first volume of its studies, which volume rélates
specifically to those evacuees who renounced their citizenship. The bock
was put into final form by Dr. Dorothy S. Thomas and Richard Nishimoto,
ho was the Study's observer in the Colo?ado River Relocation Center,
o the best of my knowledge and belief, insofar as it deals with eventétaking
place at the Tule Lake Center after segregation, this book is based entirely en
my fi2ld notes and the manuscripts w2ich I submitted, except for certain
iﬁformation sained after the renunciation program had been comnleted from
talks with evacuees who were there at the time and from letters written
by evacuees after the renunciation program was complete.
For the above reasons and because of the technigues employed by ne,

hnereinafter described, it is my belief that I am qualified to speak as an

expert on the social pressurss obtaining within the Tule Lake Center prior

to and during the renunciation program from December 1944 through May 1945,
I obtained information for my field notes in the following manner:
The accumulation of data on evacuee attitudes presented many diffi-
culties to a person of Caucasian ancestry. The experiences of evecuation
and the confining life of the Centers hadvintensified the pre—-evacuation
in-group solidarity of the Jananese residents, The WRA administration and
its staff members, the visible representatives of authority, were commoalyr
held responsible by the e%acuees for t ¥ variety of incoaveniences,
annoyances, and hardships of Center life, Therefore, the WEA staff, ia
general was regardad with comnsiderable antipathy. The strong in—group
sentiments of the Japansse and their dislike of the WRA adnministration
wore, in part, responsible for an a2dditional phenomenon which increased
the difficulties of sociological investigation. This was an extraordinarily
vowerful evacuee fear of being considered a stool-pigeon, This fear was
coupled with a hat;ed of persoas 2lleged to be stool-nigeons, i.s.,

traitors to their own people. uch persons were called inu, a Japaness
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word meaning dog or informer, Any evacuee who anpeared to be on markedly

friendly terms with a Cabcasian staff member or was observed visiting the
Administration buildings when he had no specific business there exposed
himself to being called an imu., ,

The ipu phenomenon was a potent means of social -control in all of the
Centers of which I have knowledge. In Tule Lake it played a very signifi-
cant part in the sociological developments which preceded the renunciation

of citizenship. It was largely responsible for the fact that terrorists

and persons guilty of violent assault were not denounced to the authorities.

To be stigmatized as a;/lgg brought social ostracism which in the crowded

and confined life of the Centers was painfﬁl in the extreme. All meals
were served in public mess-~halls. An alleged inu, seating himself at 2
table, was greeted with an uncomfortable silence and meaningful glances.
If he entered a 1atr1ne or boiler room, which were common places for gossip
and d.iscusswn, he found that friendly talk or argument stornped. with his
apnearance. Because of the lack of pnvacy vhich Center cpnd.ltlons imposed,

he cou.ld. find no escape and was reminded of his despised position many times '

every da‘y Durmg a period of tensmn, he mlght be aSSaulted and severely
beaien, “In the Tule Lake Center at least seven men alleged to be inu were
beaten. In the same Center, Mr, Hitomi, alleged to be an inu, was murdered.,
If, therefore, an evacuee or a segregee held opinions contrary to those
which were considered the prevailing - . sentiment, he was strongly
inclined to keep these opinions to himself or to voice theﬁz only to trusted
intimates., KEe was also inclined to avoid the appearance of intinacy with

WRA staff members.

* {
I was able to substantially overcome the handicaps to sociological

investigation outlined above in the following manner. To ny infomants

I stressed."the fact that I was not a member of the WRA admini.stra‘bion but

a student, hired by scholars who were interested in preparing an accurate

account of events within the Japanese Centers. I gtated that I would mot
chow my data to:ths WBA administration and would not reveal the names of my inform-

ants.These contentions were ndt believed until ny informants had the opportunity

to observe that I-had - 1ittle association with WRA staff members and
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thas I did not attempt to pry into thoss matters which evacuess wers
cluctant o discuss with a Caucasian, In tho Gila Relocation Centor I
began ny field work by initiating a series of innocuous investigations, e.8.,
rtow Center life was affecting the children, This and similar prcjests gave ms
the opportunity to make frequent visits to the apartments of evacuess.
After this program had been continued for several months, cortain informants
rzade overtures of friendship, They than began to give me an informal
aducation on the genuine attitudes of the residents which often differsd
graatly from the stersotyped attitudes gemerally reserved >
for Caucasians. I gained intimate lmowledge of tlhoss mabters which a
membsr of the in-group was morally obliged not to reveal to outsiders. When
sTtain of these friondly informants began to zive me a considerabls amount
of their time, I offered to pay them. This offer was rafused. The situa-
tion waich resultsd put ms under an ethical obligation, I was obtaining
inforzation through friendship and I had no means of retommansing informants

sxcant by rigorously cbserving the %aboos of ths in-group, i,s., koeping

ry prozise that I would reveal no information given fo me. This process

was culative and, in time, I was given information of an extraordinary

-

5
watura. Iz Tuls Laks a self-awowed ardently pro—Japansse group determined

<

4o cirzeulate one of their petitions without asking permission of the WRA

administration. Ther feared that they would be denied permission, since

2 faw weeks before, the WRA had emphatically infommed them that it did not
tend to embark on the program they sponsored. { _ One of
e fost influential leaders of ths group sponsoring the petition, allowed
o Tead it several days before it was circulated and described the
s group intended to apply to residents who did not wish to sign.
Maie Lake evacuee informants also gave me the name of the man who was
allezed to control a gang of terrorists. This gang, I was told, had
comaitted a series of assaults upon the so-called inu (stool—ﬁigeons).
These informants did not give this information to the WRA administration
or, so far as I kmow, to the police. Moresover, a Japanese informant wio
wvag severely beatep, assured me that ths aforementioned gang of terrorists

was responsible for the assault. Previously, he had refused to name his

S s




PHPRLE Y

assailants to the WRA Internal Security. 1.4id not reveal this, and much other
information of similar character, to the authorities, Because of this policy
I was able to obtain data which, I believe, far exceeds in accuracy and

reliability the infomation gained by most Caucasians who were in contact

T AR A N

with the Japanese in the Centers.
I was, moreover, able to develop excellent rapport with certain leaders
of the pro-Japanese pressure groups, <Ihe parent pressure grcu§ I shall call
the Resegregation Group. It was also known at various times as the §aig§gg;i\_“__*
5;’/§gig§g and the Sokuji Kikoly Hoshi-dan. Membership in this group was by
’ families. To the best of my knowledge, aduit aliens and citizens and also
minor children were considered members. In August of 1944 this body sponsored
an auxiliary body for young men. This auxiliary body I shall call the Young
HMen's Fatherland Group. It was also called at various times the Sokoku
cyu Sginen— and the Hokoku Seinen-~dan, Most of the members of this

auxiliary body were to the best of my knowledge citizens of the United States.

From May of 1944 until his intcrmment in December of 1944 I was a regular

visitor a2t the apartment of the man who, in my opinibﬁ, was the most influent-
jal leader of the Resegregation Group., He was also one of the two advisors
to the Toung Men's Fatherland Group and was an Issei. Frém July of 1944 wntil
internment in December of 1944 I frequently visited the other advisor to
he Young ¥Men's Fatherland Group who was a‘ﬁiébi‘about 45 years old. This
was 21so alleged to be the leader of a gang of terrorists who assaulted
persons who criticized either of the groups. I was also very well acquainted
with and frequently visited four additional influential leaders of these
groups. 1 was casually acquainted with others.
In this document it will be cumbersome to state specifically whether an
informant Qas a member of one or the other group. The organizations were most
intimately reclated and many or most of the!mcmbcrs of the Young Men's Father-

land Group werc members of the Resegregationist Group. On the other hén&:
older men, almost all of whom were Iss;i, advised the Young Men's Fatherland
Group and, in my opinion, formed most of the policies of this vouths' organimtim,

In a2ddition I also developed good rapport with the chairman and other
members of the body which was responsible for the much publicized demonstration
of Eovembe£ 1, 1943, Many of these men later became very hostile to the
aforcmentioned Resegregation Group.
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In addition to the persons described above I consulted a large number
of other informants, some of whom were hostile to the Resegregation Group,
some of whom disapproved of the group, and some of whom attempted to remain
neutral, Some of these informants were nominal members of the Resegregation
Group and some were not. Among my informants were Issei, Nisei and Kibei.,
I was, in fact, the only Caucasian who, in substance made daily visits to
the apartments of the Japanese residents of Tule Lake Center. I was also
one of the very few who regularly entered the Center on foot and without an
escort, 2

Maintaining contact with my informants in the face of the prevailing
evacuee fear of being thoughtan inu required much tact and patience, I
carefully arranged my visits so that I would not be observed by neighbors.

I paid many visits during inclement weather when most of the residents

remained indoors, The frequent severe dust storms, the bitter winter winds,

and the thaws which rendercd parts of the Center nearly impassable to a
-——«;;;Son not wearing heavy boots, provided ample oprortunity for such visits.

During veriodsof extreme community ten51on and fear, such as that which

followed the murder of Mr, Hitomi, I corresponded with informants. In

fact, after this murder one of my informants warned me to stay out of

the center because the alleged gang leader had boasted that he intended

to kill a Caucasian, and I, who entered the remote parts of the Center

without escort, was particularly vulnerable. In my opinion, the fact

that Tule Lake was a large community and that, except for the Resegregatim

Group it was socially disorganized to the extent that residents were

1n011;;;f;;_;onf1ne their social activities to the blocks in or near

which they lived, gave me a distinct advantage, Informants, in general,

had little opportunity to discover who my other contacts were. I

revealed no names. If,therefore, I visited an ardent member of the

Resegregation’ Group and appeared to sympathize with his views,




hez ha i 2 1 tv to discover that when I visited an individual
who was hostile to the groun, I gave the contrary impression. This was

rticularly important in rezard to my contacts with the Resegregation
Group leaders. Had =y ordinary informants realized that I was on good
terms with these powerful individuals, I would have gained 1little reliable
data on how ordinary folk viswed the activitiss of the Resegregatienists.,

The greater part of my field notes were taken down in approximately

verbatim form, Wien the statements of evacuess appear in this document,
theyvare repreduced, substantially without editing.

I intend to describs those sociological phenomena waich I observed

in the Tule Lake Center which bear on the renunciation of citizenship,

Iasofar as my data indicate, I shall state ny opinions ia rsgard to the

motivations wiich led the citizon residemts of Tule Laks to commit this
Sinee I am of the opinion that the activities
sgatien Group had an important bearing on the
I shall present the aistorr of the development of t
coasiderable detail, Chis, in turn,
t2e socioclogical dsvelopments i s Centor which nreceded
formal organization of
I was residizg in tn; Gila Rslocation Centor wien the poliey of
sgavion was anncunced to ¢ in the am f 1943, Waat
a I obtainsed in whe Gila Conter in no way contradicts the discussion

of segregation pressnted by Dr., Thomas aad 2. Nishimoto in The Spoilage
=6 Opollake. o

(po. 84-112) or the analysis presented b; e WRA Community Analyst,

r. Morris Opler, in WRA Community Analysis, "Studies of
Yanzanar.? These authoritiss in substance old that the roasons svacuses
decided to become segregants and thersby assume the status of 1nd1v1auals

disloyal to the Uanited States v : foar of heing forced to leave the
Jontars and face a hostile American public; concarn for tiae sscurity of

their familias; T £ . rel 2% thasir sons

end disillusion—~

sconomic losses brougit about by the evacuation. I was also told oy a

wetil Bt




j2pansse informant that some 2i belisved that Jax i going to win the
wzT and that they would e 57 reap benefits if thoy went to Tule Lake.
the Tule Lake Center in Septomber and
Ther wer t this time far from komogeneous in status
isloyal) and in seatiment toward tae United States. Im
ecregation movement children who held status as loyal citizems of

States wer~ allowed tc accompany segregeo parents, Pareats

as aliens loyal to thc Tnited States were allowed to accompany

caildren, Horeover, over 1,000 pre-sagrezation residents of
Lake ineligible for segregation refused to leave taat Center and were
allowed to remain therc. Zhzsrefore, at one extremz of the population

were individuals who, when I made their acquaintance in Tule Lake, voiced

s which were decidedly pro—Japanese. At the otheor extreme,

ion, was a significant premortion of the po3
irtcation of going to Japan 2zd felt no sentiments resezbling loyalty
wiatever. Between th tw0 sxiremes was tae bulk of the population --
Such wbe ; s2e2 I made their acquaintance, told me
nake un their miﬁds.
as a final stsp comzitting

Informants belonging to

araphrased as

refuge viaere they might remsziz In ativ - the economic hardships
parysical danger waich kg feared would tnc ¢ if they attempted
iz—ediately to re—ostablisz 3szexselves
zrouns doscribed 2bove werec not static.
Individuals and grouvs va 1z2tcd cerslamily as thacy werce swayoed by cvents,
a newspaner repoeTrh
¢ an assault upon Japancse rcsiding outsido of the Cenvers would, for a
time, incrcasc iz ruchor Of evacuces
States held no future for them, Thiz vacillation was one of ths more

salient social phenomena of, Center 1life, Many of the phenomena hersainafter
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described cannotl be evaluated properly unless it is kept in nind.
Prolonged insecurity and indecision may unbalance even individuals who
possess great mental stability., In view of £he fact that thec substantial
najority of the residents of Tule Lake had been in a state of indecision
for almost four years, it is not surprizing that they believed fantastic
rumors, that they frequently did not think or act logically, that they
were prone to take what appeared the-dmnediate path to safety; and that
they were predisposed to fall into mass anxiety which on several occasions
rose to panic,

I did not visit the Tule Lake Center until Februar& 1, of 1944,
Consequently, I was not residing there when the events I shall outline
briefly below took place, My statements are based on a great deal of
data acquired after my arrival and on WRA documents.

It is my10pinion that the demonstration of November 1, 1943 resulted
substantially fron a widesprecad evacﬁée séntiﬁent that tﬁe‘living facil—~
ities in Tule Lakc stood in great need of improvement. The listing of
these alleged grievances would require many pages. On October 15, 1943,
a truck transporting Japanese workers to the project farm turned over,

. Some 30 men were injured, several severely. One diecd within a few days.
The Japanese farm workers refused to return to work, The residents,
under the guidance of leaders who had attained some prestige in the

Rolocation Centers from which they had come, selected a Representative

Body., This body determined to use the famm work stoppage as a means of

obtaining a mitigation of the grievances referred to above. I am of the
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tzat this group had taken it upon themselves to watch the project warehouses

at night in order to prevent the WRA administration from transporting food

te the harvesters from the Relocation Centers., It is my opinion that this
informant in this regard was telling the truth, While this fight was
taking place, the Project Director requested the assistance of the Militaxy
Police. The Hilitary assumed control of the Center, On the night of
Fovember 4 the Military arrested 18 young men found in the administration
area, released 9 of them and confined the remainder,

Many informants %old me later that on the nig:nt of November 4 they
were not aware of the fact that the Military had assumed control of the
Center, and that they set out for work the next moming as usual, Tﬁis 3
statement is credible for the evacuee residence section was a2t a consider—.
able distance from the administrative section. In any case, a large number
of evacuees -a}ﬁproached the administrative section on November 5 at the
teginning of the working day. They were pfobably joined by the relatives

of the Japanese hospital staff, vhich had not been allowed to return to

the Japanese section by the Military, These persons were met by a cordon

e e e s

of soldiers and told to return to their barracks. When these orders were

not cbeyed, the soldiers released tear gas into the crowd, !eﬁ' rnionths
latar, Informants still spoke of this event with great bitterness, holding
that i% was not just to throw tear gas at them when they were attempting
to go ic work,

The construction of a "man-proof" fence, separating the administrative
buildings from the Japanese residence section was now begun., 4All Japanese
work in the administrative section was temporarily suspended, since all
residents were confined to the Japanese section, Within a few days the
Japanese hospital staff and reduced garbage and coal crews resumed work
as a result of a conference between the I-Iilité.ry and members of the
Japancse Representative Body., The Military, I was told, decided to cut
the garbage and coal crews to one—-"chird of their former size. Thf.s created
difficulties for the Japanese Bepresentative Body, which was caught between
the stand of the Military and the attitude of the Japanese residents who did

not understand why some persons were allowed to return to work while others
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Both parties then agreed to hold a mass meeting at wiich the
Colonel and menbers of the Jananssas Renresentative Body would
speak, each explaining the s1+uat10n to the residents. When this matter
728 tut before a session of the Representative 3ody a factional dispute
nmembers holding that the Military was not allowing the
ent time to speak, Despite strong opnosition from
nresentative Sody the anti-mass mseting
he body into voting not to attend the mass meeting,'
this effect were thereupon sent to each block and read in
The Hilitary was not informed of this decision,
the Lieutenant Colonel and thas regional direct
camp with a strong military escort and took
cutdoor stage. Yo Japanese came to hear them. They deliversd

nonetheless.

Zovember 13, tue Hilitary declarced martial law to

ers of the
themselves
Other men, susnected of being leaders,
was built to house these detainces.
doclaration of martial law a=d the arrest of

cd upon a partial striks. In substance
work until the anprehended men were roleasead. Docters,
the coal and garbage crows
The “ilitary continucd to make arrests and by mid-

the stockade,

rikes

-
o~

Zowovrar, as e wecks passed, the nmonotony of a lie without employment

the strict curfew, and the halships imposed by the loss
1y pay check and clothing allowazcs markedly decrcased t
sntausiasn of the early period éf th ik In mid-December of 1943
leaders arose and witkz sirong assistance from the
attempted to influence the residents to avandon the

strike., In nid-January of 1944 a ballot was arranged and the

v B35




residents voted to stop the strike by a plurality of 473 out of 8,713 votles

cast., The WRA resumed control of the Center, using the new group of leaders,

the Co—ordinating Committee, as a liaison body between the administration
and the residents, Jobs were quickly filled and evacuees were now allowed
to enter the administrative area with a pass, submitted to the sentry at
toc gate.

Twenty @ays after the referendum vote had been cast I made my first
visit to the Tule Lake Center, It is my opinion that at this time even
conservative residents deeply resented the past policies of the WRA adminis-
tration and that they disliked and distrusted the administrative sponsored
Co-ordinating Committee. Many persons claimed that the members of the
Co-ordinating Committes,were not their elected representatives (as, indeed,
they were not). Some informants called certain of the acts of the former
Representative Body silly, foolish, and radical, but stoutly maintained

that this body had been and still was the legitimate representative body

of the people.

In March of 1944, during my second visif to Tule Lake, I‘bécéme-aﬁérc
of the existence of an underground pressure group. <This group spread
propaganda and distributed pamphlets which were designed to discredit the
Co—ordinating Committee, This group also agitated to obtain the release
of the men detained in the stockade., Some of the members, to my certain
xnowledge, had relatives who were detained -and who were alleged to have
been beaten by the WRA Interna1-Security on Novemﬁer 4, 1943, It is my
opinion that during February and March of 1944 this underground group was
not regarded with respect by most of the residents, My informants usually
spoke of the group with derogation, calling the members agitators and
radicals, In.the spring of 1944 this underground group was considerably
strengthened by the arrival of certain parolees from Santa Fe, the Department
of Justicc internment camp. Some of these parolees, I was infommed, had
contributed to anti-administrative disturbances in Relocation Centers before
their internment and in my opinion they were agitators of experience and
prestige. In addition the underground group established a connection with
a man who, I was informed, was a powerful gang leader from the Manzanar.

Center. This man,




this alleged gang l2zdar and in ny opinion he was very elever

f Te-po
ancver called 4o task for these alleged activities by

these expericaced agitators took coatrol o

inept undersround group which continued to eir

azzainst $ho Co-ordinating Comnittee and against tac WRA

mich indicate that ther spread

the Co-ordinating Committcc were

: {s3ocl-pizsons), #hat thoy were 20t ¥true Japanese®, and that thoy tad
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tat==d the psonle to the WRAA administration,

Thoyr added to the coastant
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members and supporters of.the Co-Ordirating
T money by the WRA administration
in graft at the oxponse of ths
the administration. The officers of

w20 nad substantially supmorted &

ticularly singled out as

==c propaganda of group was by far the more
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effective.

Probably onc—-third of
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work, since the Contor was so

The residonts, in siort, were

and to some almost any rumor about the

continucd to voice disapproval of the underground

__h-i—‘-~-sn

——C

groun cmerged and adopted the nane,

igs MAnpaal for Rescgrgation”), This

cadors sent a




to Attorney

requesting - i - iTel on for the
ignatures of those residents who desired early return to Japan and who,
meanwnile, wished to be separated,in Tule Laks, from those not so inclinzd.

NI a

This letter was channeled to the WAA administration at Tule Lake and per-

ission was given to circulate the petition providing Mthat the survey will

without commitment on the part of the administration." I nade my
isit to the Tuls Lake Center several days after this petition was
nrasented to the peopls a:d_found the residents in great coafusion, XRumors
nad s»read that those persons who did not sign tha petition would not
be allowed to expatriate or repatriate. The WEAAadministration had issued
a statement that it had no intention of carrying out a resegregation and
that no petition had been authorized, Almost all of my informants ex-
They stated that ther saw no point
Tule Lake on the narrow basis of wihether
Japan on the next axchange boat, 3y
xposed themselves to tae
ated forcefully that
no cne admitted that
cgatiozn Group obtained some 6,500
des.the dopandents

In abseantia siznatures were also

accentzd, The relatives of men afined in the si¢

L4 LT

Persons whao had signed ta etition were ther
o

of %he Resegregation Group, Many sizners werz citizens of the United Statss,

although the leadersihip clique, th maks was almost catircly

t“v following statemont o o
"fo're going to stick to Ja; » t rai ir childron ovor-
to become Japancsc sudbjects,” I asked Lzar how the Rosegregation
proposed to distinguish between those residents who sincercly desired

to Japan and those wro did not. She said, "Thoss guys who won't

i it




re the guys who are going to stay hero ( in the

hen asked Bor wnat was to be the fate of the thousands

. She replied, "Those other people —— they

us in the erisis, It's not our business to worry about

iz 2ddition to stirring up a great dsal of excl$ament and confusion,

e petition put the harassed Co-ordinating Committee out of existence,

ST

——

g memTers of this body resigned, telling me that tbey;'bitterly resented

e

-

that the W2A administration, without consulting them, had recognized

=clitical opponents to the extent of allowing the circulation of the

i233on. From this period (late April, 1944) until the end of my stay
Center (May, 1945) the Japanese residents of Tule Lake had no formal
oCy which might present community problems to the WRA
The WRA made an attempt to sponsor such a body, The
Group vigorously opposed this attempt. Many infomants held

n woo accepted 2 position on this proposed representative body

n Group, in my opinion, now turned their
s calculated to keep the Center in a state of turmoil,
uently that thereby that would prove to the WRA authorities
trouble would not stop until a resegregation took place.
med to spread propaga._da. against tne now ex-members of
Committee and other so—-called inu, who were usually
co=-operation with the administration
the policies of the Resegregation Group, For instance,
Assegregation Group ° told me that Hr, Hitomi, the
gsr of the Go-—Onerat:Lve Znterprise, had attenpted to dribe
. tze alleged gang leader.ond Resegregationist with a largs
oy %0 influemme ! : the recently é.rrived segregees
Yanzapar ue“terbgainthe Tule Lzke Co-op, This and similar
circulated, In this regard it is significant that much
Mr, Woyes, told me that an officer of the Co-cp
fidavit to the WRA Internal Security that this 2llcged gasg leader

This affidavit was

iy gL




A series of assaults added to the mounting tension, Certain men, sorme

cf whom, in my opinion, had openly criticized the activities of the Re-

segregation Group were attacked at night and severely beaten. Mr. Eitomi's

brother was beaten and is said to have suffered a fractured skull, The
wife of a leader of the Resegregzation Group bitterly criticized before me a
certain man who was openly protesting against the Japanese drills in which
childrea were urged to participate. Shortly thereafter, this man was beaten.
Several of the beatings, I was told by informants, were engineered by the
alleged gang leader, ZEach beating was followed by rumors that the victim
%23 been an iny (stool-pigeon). None of the assailants were apprehended ty
the police. On the morning of July 3, 1944, Mr., Hitomi, the Gencral Manager
of the Co-op and an alleged, inu, who had been the object of particularly
vicious gossip, some of which, in my opinion, was spread by leaders of the
Besegregation Group was found before the apartment of a relative with his
throat cut. I was told that the remaining members of the Co-op's Board of
Direcctors received an anonymous communication to the effect that they would
te next, The Japanese members of this board rcsigned in a body. About 15
of the most notoriogi/i_n_g, including the evacuce chief of police, fled frm
the Japanesc sectidon with their families and were given tamporary quarters
on the administrative side of the fcmce. Shortly thercafter, the Japancse
members of the Internal Security resigned, (Later, after considerable
difficulty, wardens werc recruited with the understanding that they wecre
expected only to keep order ip their own blocks,) The residents of the
Centor were so frightened that I was unable to pay visits for several wecks,
Scvoral informants requesfed that I mever call on them again,

The WRA Intcrnal Security atteopted $o apprehend thesc assailants,
They could accomplish little, however, against the tremondous fear of bcing
stigmatized as an inu,

g

From this-point forward many of oy informants began cnphatically to
cxpress dissatisfaction over the lawlessncss and, as somc termed it, the
gangsterism and hoodlumism which prevailed in the Center. Bepeatedly, thg
voiced the desire that thoy might get somc peace and order. No onec, howcver,
dared to state that éomcone ought to inform to the administration. The

following statcments arec typicals
A e
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July 24, 1944: an Issei:

A
L,

"In this camp no really able man will show his face because so many

b
narrow minded fanatics ars in camp.....Bven your safety cannot be guara.nte&dT’

....These agitators think that by making trouble here they are doing good [
for Japan. That's extremely wrong." l
On July 19, a Kibei girl, a teacher in one of the Japanese languags

schools, made the following statement:

My students are asking me, 'Sensei (teachezf)’, -they say, !What woﬁld.
you think if I got leave clearance and got out of here?'....They say:
1Gee whiz, what's going to happen to us?' v

On July 13, 1944 the project neﬁspaper, the Newell Star, publisfied. a
statement explaining that the Congress of the United States had passed a
law which provided that a citizen of the United States might make a formal
written renunciation of nationality. No informant commented upon this
statement in the month ’chat followed. .

On Angust 12, however, the Resegregation Group leaders organlzed a
young men's group ostensidly devoted to the study of Japanese history and
culture {the Sokoku Ke Seinen~-dan, hereafter called the Young Men's
Fatherland Group). Among the formal aims of this young men's group, which,
to my kxnowledge, werc not at this time publicized among the general residents
was the following statement:

"Since the outbreak of war between Japan and America, citizens of
Japanese ancestry bave moved along two separate paths: (1) for the defense
of their civil rights on legel principles, and (2) for the renunciation of
their citizenship on moral principles,"

Two prominent leaders of thc Resegregation Group were the advisors to
the Young Men's Fatherland Group, ;ut this fact was at first carefully
concealed. from the WRA ad.mnlstra.tion and, so far as I was able to dctermine,
from the general residents. In fact, to the best of my knowledge and belief,
until Scptember 24, 1944, the connection of this group with thé’ Resegregation
Group was very carcfully concealed from both the Administration and the
residents, The first meeting of this organization was held in the high
school auditorium with tho permission of the WEA, Some of my informants
statcd that they believed the contention that this organization had no
political ;aims and joined it, In my opinion, they were telling the truth,

R




for in November of 1944, they attempted to withdraw. A few expressed suspicion

the leaders, Within a few weeks, the organization claimed some 600 mezRers,

i
nost of whom were citizens, '

This organization obtained office space from the WRA, Frequent meetings
were scheduled for its members, As the wecks passed, the speeched delivered

at these meetings took on an increasingly Japancse nationalistic tone, Oub-

door excrcises which took place before dawn were made compulsory for members,

Gradually these exercises became more militaristic, Week ﬁy week additionzal
militaristic features were added, Bugles were purchased, By late Fovember
of 1944 members were wearing uniforms consisting of a sweal shirt bearing
tho emblem of the rising sun even vhen they entered the administrative area.
They were also required to shave their heads in imitation of Japanese
soldiers,

On October 30, the Issei advisor to this organization explained its
ains to mes:

"If we were training in open daylight, it will not impress the people
=uch,...But by getting up early in the morming, by exercise and training
éfter worshipping and praying for victory and eternal life for our soldizrs,

tese young people can be deeply impressed,”

On August 30, the WRA administration called certain of the leaders of
the Resegregation  Group into canference and gave them a letter written by
¥r, Dilloa Myer which was dated July 7. This letter denied any administra-
tive intention of a resegregation., The leaders of the Resegregetion Group
did not announce this administrative-denial to the members of their group.
Instead, without the knowledge of the administration, they mimeographed
¥r, Myer's letter and distributed it widely, mistrardating the tast para-
~ graph as follows:

\ PZowever, I am sure that all problems in the Tule Lake 3egregation
center that need attention and improvement will be studied and remedied in
consultation with the representatives of the Resegregation Group....Jeedless
tc say, I am sure Director Best will be glad to discuss frankly with you the
question of resegregation about which your represcntatives have communicated."”

It is my opinion that by mid-August of 1944, the lggders of the Resegre-

gation Group, whose pians for a resegregation were not going very well, were
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the political petent i he renunciation of citizenship much

“h brought the topic up in conversation

The following ars typical,
On lugsst 28, tho wife of z leader stated:
e fl“L*e that something will have to be done (b thz Adninistration)
in Sentermber, That's when the denunciation (aot nis-spelling) will coms
arough., If we sta; here as we ars another trouble (uprisi;zg) is going to
ome up....Welve been tolerant enough about the school (dAmericon school)
nere, "

On September.?7, the Issed adviser te the Young Menhs Fatherland Goeup

gpcaking of the proposed renunciation, stated te me:

"o don't kmow how far this will go. But certainly those who wish for
te repatriation to Japan and at the some time don't wish to be in-
into service or relocate wish to renounce their citizenslﬁp.“

Jespite tae fact thal the lenders of the Resegregation Group had on

August 30 been told by tho VEA administration that there was to De no

resegregatiam
, 944, brought forth ano ther/petition.

1ied by an explanatory pamphlet in Japanese with

\

A part of this pamphlet stated:

wa realize the uselassness of our American COiti

and in the even law of renounciation for citizenskip becoeze
gladl;s renounce our tizeuships. ercfore,

by being a z Japanese. ZFurthermore, we be classified

u-.&l’”D*’ be treated in accordaace with the

one of the most influential leaders of
S
srozation Group, on September 21, thres days before the petition was

21ated. Ee showed me the parphlet and made the following statemsnt,

I recorded verbatin:

TP AR T A Y p————

n know the people behind this have been working underground for a
Anvone who would have come out openly would have been put in
stockada. We have baen working on this since April, awaiting the monend,

-

we had to keep. it secret., Ilow the time has come,
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to sign this will have peovle asking them, 'Are you
man or n0t? If you ars not loyal to Japan, why don't you go
“he people will have to realize this —— as loang as their appearsnce
anese they will have to sign this. If ther don't sign =~ they will
be known as 20t loral to Japan and will be told in public, 'You are noct
Jepanesa, Tﬁg; don't you go out?! »
"Of course, many psovle who don't want to o back to Japan will simm
this, but then they will z0 in a corner and keep quist.”
Oz September 27, the WRA administration issued a statement that the

netition was unauthorized, % data indicate that the Resegregationist

©

leaders continued thsir efforts to get signatures, On September 3C & nmarried

csuple, both influadatial leadsrs éf tho Bessgrezation Group, exkibited smger
the dezial of amthorization, The kmsband asked ms, rhetorically, ¥How ean you
authcrityifor a patition liks this?" He added that the next time 2is grow

going to take the paper to the block managar

sary anyti:ing”. Hie wife then t0ld ne

)

2n2d received a letter from Mr. Zanis of
advising thexa to hold on, that'everyth';g was
I~ and that ther would bs notified when the renunciation
Conc erning the plans of the Resegregation
inz ahcad even if tie people squawk,"

As soon as the petiticn began to be circulated I attempted to determd
how it was being received by the residents, o informant who was zot ax
enthusiastic member of the I ‘iion Grou@ spoke in faver of
empnatically of the opinion t the suostantial majority of the
disapproved of the netition and resented the social nressure applied b its
circrlators, I shall not list all of the dercgatory statementsmade; those
that follow will suffice.

On Sentember 26 an Issei informant stated that he disapproved of the
petition. He added: "I asked one man, 'Why did ;ou si na; Es
said, 'So—znd-so said so-and-so and I signed it.'! They (persoans wio behave

.

iz this manner) don't have any judgment."
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On Scptcmbor 28 an older Fisci informant stated:

e o < v o

E

"One point I rcally opuvosc -- theyr threaten to usc force....Many people
arc wondering whether they should sign or not, They're afraid., Many are
being led into it,

"lnother thing, I've heard that(thp nominsl lcader of the Young lenls
Fathcrlﬁnd Group) stated that thoy had a nunbor of killers (in his group).
Why doos he say thatt"

On October 2 a malc Kibei infomant who lived in a block wherc many
nanbers of the Rescgregation Group also resided, stated:

1 gay, 'Leave me alone and I'11 leave you alome! ' If I feel like
it, I'11 sign. I havon't signecd yot.

"I'n Japancse no matter what thoy say! Even if we sign or don't sigm
it won't do any ham,”

On October 12, the sanc informant stated:

"I don't like the war the §gggkg_§zggzg (Young Hon's Fatherland Group)
threateas pcople. They say, 'If rou dom't sign vou'rc going to be drafted.’
So a lct of dunb pcople sigicd...

"But I think thosc who signecd were wise, I'm too stubbora to siam and
that nnkes me cnenies., It's bettoer to be like the proverb: Naszai mono niwa

okii nono niws momarea =- lct the long snake wind around jyou;

lct the big snake swallow Jyou,

"Tf I were Projoct Dircctor I would segregate them. I'd give cach

B

person a pink paper and a white paper and an cnvelope.

Thon those who want

pink paper and those who didn't could

&

to bc segregated could sign the

sign the white onc. Then they ceuld nmail it to the WRL and nobody see. 1%,

Thon I'd 1ike to sce how many would sien! "

At this time I was surprized at the almost unanimous disapproval which
informants who were not leaders
[of thc Rescgregation 6roup - voiced eoncerning the pctltlon I was not
surprized that they disapproved but that they cxpressed their sentiments
so frankly, for I am of the opinion that the leaders of the Rescgregation
Group werc feared. I also suspectcd that some of the persons who spoke
derogatorily of thc petition before ne were signing it nonctheless, for

it was painful to be told in public: "You are not Japanese.m™ liorcover, a

runor was widespread in the Center that the Department of Justice was
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going to take over the Tule Lake Conter soon ~nd thot when this occurrcd
thosc persons who had not signed tho petition would be forced to leave,
Besides, the WRL adninistration had deniecd the petition authorization,

' It is, there-

As several informants stated: "To sign it won't do any harmn.'
fore, my considered opinion that at this period (Scptember and October 1944)
a very substantial proportion of the residents disapproved of the activities
of the Resegregation Group, and that they were irked by the demand that
they cormit themselves to an early rcturn to Japan, HMany, however, signed
the petition to be on the safe side whatever transpired. Without doubt,
however, there were a2 number of individuals who signed the petition through
the desire for an early return to Japan.

In ny subsequont visits to the leaders of the Resegregation Group, I
wns impressed by the fact that though they boasted of the number of signa-
tures they were getting (10,000) they were not pleased by the reception the

setition was getting fron the pecople., Morcover, it is my opinion that certain
rcsidents were beginning to take éteps toward an organized resistance,
One of oy infomants, an elderly Isseci, told me that he advised persons
who consulted hin not to sign the petition. He also Atold. ne that he had
ande a speech before a group of Fisei telling them that nothing would be
naking trouble and that agitation only brought suffering upon
mnd children in canp,
this camp is no place for young nen to make trouble.
They should study. I said, "Young men, behave yourselves.'! "

During an interview which took place on October 10, 1944, this informan?i
denounced the Resegregationists leaders to me, stating that thoy were
misleading the youth of the Center. He stated: *I say

the Japanese government is not so narrow minded as you,"

I was concerned for the safety of this informant who, in my opinion,

was showing unusual courage in speaking publicly against the

Resegregation Group., I warned him that one had to be careful what one
said in camp, for there wore dangerous men about, EHe laughed and called
the Resegregationist leaders cowards, Five days later, while he was
returaning from an evening meeting of his church in the company of two
clderly Issei friemds, he and his friends were attacked by a group of

assailants and beaten severely. When he recovered, he told me:
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three of us were comiz from a religious meeting at block B2.

I neard noisy footsteps. One of my friends was at ny side, the other was]15

feet ahead. The first man vho was attacked yelled. I turned around and saw
t big stick, I can still see the club like a frozen picture, but I dign't
see anything after that,"

This informant also voiced the cpinion that his speech before the Fisei
kad been reported to the Resegregationist headquarters and told me that the
attack upon him had been instizated oy one of the advisors of the Young Men's
Fatherland Group, the alleged z=ng leader, EHe added that the attack had been
lzd by an Issei who was known %o be ths so-called gang leader's right hand man.
I was given this infomation after making a promise of strict confidence, My
informant feared that if he testified against his assailants, the gang would
attack his children,

At»this time the rumor that another man named Tambara had Deen threatened
spread widely through the Center. The wife of the Issei advisor to the
Toung Men's Fatherland Group told me: "They wrote him, 'Would you like to be
another Hitomi?'" (Hitomi was the man purdered on July 3, 1944.)

Cn October 21 the alleged gang leader addressed the meﬁ;bers of the
Young ¥en's Fatherland Group, 4t this mecting several informants told me that
he incited the young men to viclence and promised to take care of them if they
got into trouble, Several informants stated with disapproval that he had quoted

Japznesc proverb, which like zany proverbs, is ﬁeiible in interpretatim.
It may, however, be translated to mcani "To help the cause, we must kill those
wro stand in its way." Most informants translated it: "T"ne little guys rmst
dies so that the big guys may live." They left no doubt in my mind,‘however,
that they believed that the so-called gang leader was threatening persons
.,.:o opposed the policies of the Eesezregation Gi'oup with violence,

I called on this alleged zang leader several times during this neriod and
wa:had 1enéthly conversations., Durinz my visits his outer office (he was =
»lock manager) was occupied by several muscular young men. While conversing
with him I was obliged to sit so that I faced a large J’apa;nese flzg. On

October 23 he told me that during 2 recent altercation he had had with the

Project Director a group of "70 or &0 Yoys™ had surrounded the block managets

readquqrters and "demonstrated tneir offensive spirit."
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On October 30 the aforementioned right hand man of the alleged gang
leader knifed a young Nisei, I was told by seyeral informants that the father
of the victim had been a Resegregationist, had "found out how rotten they were"
and had publicly criticized the alleged gang leader, The Project Attorney,
Hr. Noyes,t0ld me that the victim gave less and less incriminating evidence
every time he testified in the hearings held by the WRA Internal Security,

The Issei advisor to the Young Men's Fatherland Group accompanied the
defendant to his hearings and his trial before the Hodoc County authorities
and vouched for him, The defendant was given a sentence of 90 days, Later,
informants reported that the alleged ga:dg leader and the Isseci adv:’nsorr were
boasting that tliis__...}ight sentence was evidence that they could protect

their own,

————.

During this period one of my most reliable informants, a Nisei and
a veteran of World War I, told me that he had been repeatedly threatened

with physical violence because he openly criticized the Resegregation Growp

and the allecged gang leader, I was on excellent terms with this informant ~— - I=

and interviewed him frequently for over a year; In all of this time, hey-: -~ -

to the best of my knowledge, necver misinformed me deliberately. I believe,

therefore, that from.fid-~October until the end of No\vexnber 1944, this

informant lived in expectation of a viclent physical assault from the
Resegregationists, He showed me a dlack-jack which he carried whenever
he left his apartment at night, After the beating of. ny Isseil informa}zt
and the knifing, this informant stated that he thought matters had gone
far enough, He thereupon s_f_ant a written denunciation of the alleged gang
leader out of the Qenter to several Japanese friends, with the instruction
that if he were beaten or killed or if he gave the word, this denunciation
was to be given to the .Fed.eral Buréau of Investigation., Ee then informed
the alleged gang leader of this action and stated that if another beating
occurred, he would denounce him, No more beatings occurred that came to
my attention, lioreover, shortly tl;ereafter, thc} alleged gang leader resigmed
his pésition as advisor to the Young ilen's Fatherland Group, a fact vhichl
checked with leaders of the Resegregation Group,

I affirm that to the best of my knowledge and belief many residents of

the Tulec Lake Center and I myself, believed that one of the advisors to the
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Young Men's Fatherland Group led a gang vhich assaulted persons who criticized

the policies of the Young Men's Fatherland Group and the Resegregation Gromp.
I also affirm that many residents believed that persons who opposed the
Resegregation Group were in immediate danger of physical viqlence from this
gang.

On November 3, 1944, the Resegregation Group and the Young Men's Father-
land Group vigorously sponsored a pretentious ceremony to celebrate the
birthday of the emperdr Meiji, Non-members were forbidden to attend this
ceremony, ; was invited to attend this ceremony as a guest and did so,
deeming it an opportunity to gain some idea of the numerical strength of the
supporters of the group., Since the participalits stood motionless for over
an hour, I had an excellent opportunity to count them. Approximately 600
memg;rs of the Young Men's Fatherland G;oup were present and approximately
1,800 additional adults and children. This is significent, for the birthday
of the emperor Meiji was considered an important holiday and any member of
the Resegrezation Group who did rnot attend this ceremony could not, in my
opinion, have bheen an enthﬁsiastic member., Moreover, if he did not attend
he stood in danger of serious reproof from fellow members.

It is my considared opinion that until December of 1944 the substantial
majority of citizens residing in the Tule Lake Center were not markedly
interested in the remunciation of citizenship and did not welcome the
opnortunity to remounce. On August 14, 1944, the f£irst Japanese who was
not intimately.conneéted with the leadership clique of the Resegregation
Group introduced the subject of the renunciation into conversation with me,
Between that date and December 5, when Mr, John L. Burling of the Department

of Justice arrived at the Tule Lake Center, I had 95 interviews with inform-

ants (excluding 211 interviews with leaders of the Resegregation Group).

To my certain knowledge some of these informants were nominal members of the
Resegregation Group. Others were not. Some 80% of my informants were
citizens, Approximately 60 of these interviews were very extensive, lasting
several hours or an entire afternoon. All of the interviews were informal,
for it was my policy to allow the informant to dirsct the greater part of
the conversation., Almost invariably, when informants were concerned over

a matter, they introduced the subject into our conversations,
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Iz the many pages of verbatin cata I collected between August 14, 1844

-3 December 5, 1944, the renunciation of citizenship was mentioned six times
7 informants who were not leaders of the Resegregation Group. Only ons
~orzant stated that he intended to renounce, <This man, an extremely
rz1iable informant who was hostile to the Resegregation Group stated that
2z intended to renounce because he had cormitted himself to return to Japa
3 would not break his word, On September 4, he stated:
BIf there are people who will renounce their citizenship merely to escape
s draft it would be a good thing if the (American) government sent them
£irst to Japan — then they'll get drafted there.
Synen it comes to a final showdown, I think most of the Nisei will turn

34+ down (will not renounce)....Roughly 60% of the people in camp are citizens.

I think if 505(of the citizens) remounce their citizenship, they'll be

éoing zood., It may be less, "

Oz Septermber 26, the Issei informant who was later assaulted, stated:
Miy common sense¢ opinion is fhis: from the Japanesc part, the right

i-merican citizenship is already denied., So it is not necessary for them

make formal declaration of denouncing it."

Is is my opinion that at this neriod (August 1944 through Hovember 1944)

attitude of the leaders of the Resegregation Group regarding the

- -~
v

~oo0sed renunciation of citizenship was in marked contrast to that of the

~ccidonts who were not members of this group and to many residents who were

—c—i=al members of this group. ‘I believe that the leaders of the Resegre-

—— -

Group during the months of October and HNovember 1944 expacted that

P
-~
'

urisdiction of the Tule Laks Jenter was soon to be taken over by the
artment of Justice, I believe that they anticipated that an especially

22rlv 2nd enthusiastic eagerness to renounce citizenship would cause the

s

=s=hers of their group to be recognized by the Department of Justice as

—_—Tiew T

®-5+% loyal to Japan" would be forced to leave the Center. In fact, they
repeatedly attempted to give nme the impression tha%t they were in alnost
cnstant correspondence with the Department of Justice and I an certain

tn2t they also gave members and residents this impression.
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Group and the Resegregation Group told me that during a conference with

lir. Best, the Project Director, the Director kad told him that it was almost
a certainty that the Tule Lake Center was going umder the Department of
Justice within 60 days. On October 6, the Project Attorney, Mr, Campbell,
t0ld me that the WBA administration was seficmsl;r considering making an
announcement to the Japanese residents that the Tule Lake Center was to be

transferred to the jurisdiction of the Department of Justice. On October9,

the wife of a leader of ths Resegregation Group told me that the petitim

of September 24 had 10,000 signatures and added:

™fe are not going to take any more (signatures) because soon we'll be
under the Justice Department,”

On October 10 Mr, Dillon Myer addressed the WBA staff at Tule Lake and
stated according to my notes which are not vez;'batim that "he didn't know
to whom the Tule Lake Center was going to be turned over."

Cn October 16 the young Resegregationist who stated that he had hgd a
conference with lr. Best, told me: :

%I the Justice Department does not take over it would put me in &
tough spot because I made a report to the Resegregaticn Committee that they
(Justice Department) would take over in 60 days. lir. Best (the Project
Dircctor) definitely told me that this would take place within a week after
tha (prasidential) election,...When I made this report to the Resegregation
Committee, they were very happy over it,"

On October 16, an informant who disliked the leaders of the Rssegre—
gation Group, and, in my opinion, was repeatedly threatened by them, stated s

"The Resegregation Group are bragging throughout the camp that it is
because of them that the camp is going under Justice. I said to one, Q8
vour influence is so great as that, you co & éo rmch more for the Japanese
in other ways.'"

On October 23, the alleged gang leader and advisor to the Young Men's
Fatherland Group told me:

"The people are anxiously awaiting for the denouncement of it (citizen—-
ship). ‘hen lir., Best made the statement that within 60 days the camp would

ve under Justice (Department) the people were delighted, We more or less

expect it."
o Of




I am informed that in the latter part of OCtobef 1944 the Department
Justice began to receive petitions for permission to renounce citizenship
tearing the signatures of many persons and also received requests for re-

ation which were typewritten forms imitating tﬁo official formms, Such
forms, I am told, were not accepted,

On December 12, the young Resegregationist who told me that.he had
conferred with the Project Director and been told that the Center was soon
to go under the Department of Justice told me:

Wir. Best (the Project Director) double-crossed me again. Mr, Best
told me definitely that typewritten copies (of renﬁgciation forms) would be
sufficient and for me to send in the typewritten copies. I was on the
spot (before the Resegregationists) because I reported this.”

On December 9, a young Kibei who resided in a dlock where the Reseg~
regzationist Group was very strong, told me:

"he Sokolu bunch (Young Men's Fatheriand Group) went to go (to Japan)

earlier than any of the rest.”

Eer hasband added:
l'k:.

he Soloku bunch typed their forms on the typewriter so that they
could be the first ones. I told our neighbors that their foms wouldn't
be any good,"

I zm strongly of the opinion that the leaders of the Resegregation
Group were substantially if not eatirely responsible for the aforementioned
petitions and improper forms and that they hopedity; an early renunciation
on the part of their citizen members 3o achieve their long sought goal —-—
resegregation. I have no information on the manner in which the proposition
to renounce en nasse was put before the members. It is probable, however,
that the suggestion was placed before the young men at a2 méeting or meetings.
Wrether this is so or not, it is my opinion that members of the Young
len's Fatherland Group who, at this time, refused to apply for renunciatim
of citizenship or spoke against the suggestion stood in danger of physical
violence from members of their own group and knew that they stood in such
danger, 1 havé no explicit data that such threats were made,

Mr. Burling arrived 2t the Tule Lake Center on December 5, 1944, I was

tol2 that he had come to initiate the hearings for remunciation of
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Several of my informants apparently believed that the fact

the leaders of the Resegregation Group and the

to see him indiaated that these leaders might
T2 azpprehended and punished,
On December 14 an Issei infomant told me:
"ll've heard that 18 of the Resegregationists have been called in,
Tre pecple first thought they were arrested by the FBI, All of them (the

They

psople) are pleased, excepting those who are members, of course.
non-members) want them to be taken away."

He added:

"The members of the Sokoku (Young Men's Fatherland Group) are narrow

Many of them were sorry after they signed and found out what was

insids, But if they change their signatures, they're scared. So they can't
cancel their signatures, not even if at the same time they didn't want to
bs one of them,"

(E.p my opinion, this informant was referring to Candellation of member—
ship, not cancellation of renunciation of citizenship applications.)

Cn December 15 a Nisei informant told me:

"I heard that their (Resegregation Group) leaders were being pulled
in., Zut we don't discuss those things openly. It isn't healthy."

I visited a number of the leaders of the Resegregation Group and the
Toung Hen's Fatherland Group at this time and observ‘ed. that some of them
appsared frightened by the tone of their hearings wita Mr, Burling. The

chairman of the Young Men's Fatherland Group asked me why the first question

Mr, Bur ling asked at the hearings was, "Are you a member of the Sokolku. "

2 expressed %the opinion that renunciants should only be questioned on
treir desire for renunciation of citizenship. rAnother member of the Young
Hen's Fathcﬂand. Group who was present stated: "We haven't been influencing
anyscdy to take out renunciation papers, even though the administration
szys we have."

Prom December 8, 1944, until December 17., the date on which the
residents heard that the Western Defease Command was about tp withdraw the

blic proclamation and orders of 1943 which had ordered the exclusion of

nerscas of Japanese ancestry from ths West Coast, no informant who was not
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ardent Resegregationist, stated thai he intended to renounce his citizenship.

Ca December 11 a Nisei girl asked me if she would have to renounce her
citizenship in order to go ‘back' to Japan. She stated that she was not going
to apply, but added that "there was a big rumer in garp" that those who did
not renounce would not be allowed to go to Japan,

On the same day the chairman of ths Jovember 1943 Representative Body,
who 4id not renounce his citizenship, stated:

"I'n not going to renounce mine, If a man doesn't have Japanese

citizenship and if he remounces it, he'll be without a couatry....l wouldn't

wani to fool this country or evade any obligzation to this country by saying

that I wanted to go back to Japan and then stay here.”
| On December 15, a Nisei girl stated:

"They say it's so hard for you to remounce your citizenship because
they went to see that youlre not avoiding the draft. There's a rumor
Zoing around camp that those who do not renmounce citizenship are going to
be drafted...

"I hoar a person say yesterday — a Fisei — 'Tou know, I denounced
my citizenship and I hated to go to the nearing.,! ‘'Why?' I asked, He said:
'I have to say awful things about America or they won't give me my renuncia-
tion and I don't want to do that.'"

I have now described the sociological phenomena 'in the Tule Lake Center
roclevant to the renunciation of citizeaship up to the announcement of the
1ifting of the exclusion orders, ly dzata indicate that up to this time the
residents of the Tule Lake Center who were not enthusiastic members of the
Zesegregation Group or the Toung Yen's Fatherland Group exhibdited no marked
desire to remounce their citizenship. It is my opinion that they did not
welcome the opportunity to renounce and that a substantial ma,jori'cy of the
rasidents, at this time, had not yet made up their minds whether to return
to Japan or not., Yet on December 23, 1944, some 2,000 applications for
renunciation were received by. the Department of Justice., In January, 1945,
3,400 additional applications were received., My data indicate and it is ry
opinion that the announcement of the lifting of the exclusion orders and

he policy followed by the VRA administration and the Department of Justice

fron the niddle of December 1944 through January 1945 produced 2 state of
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nind among the citizen and a2lien residents of the Tule Lake Center which was

substantially responsible for the majority of applications for renunciatim,

The paramount reason for renunciation was, in substance, $herfear that those
persons who did not renounce their citizenship would be forced to relocate,
This phenomenon may be difficult for a person who has not been a
segregee to understand. Certalnly, an outsider after reading this document
would be inclined to conclude that a logical person or even one possessing
ordinary common sense ought to have welcomed the opportunity to get out of
Tule Lake, Ihphaticall&, it is my opinion that this was not so, The-
sezregees had been stigmatized as "disloyal to America™ and as "rioters”.
They feared that if they took up residence outside the Center they would
meet grave economic hardship and discrimination; they feared physical
violence from Caucasians if they relocated; they feared that their somns
would be drafted; parents feared that if they allowed their Nisei children
to relocate they would lose touch with them and that they, the parents,
might be obliged to return to Japan alone., The total effect of these
fears produced a phenomenon which amounted to far more than the sum of its
parts. The residents of Tule Lake had been confined in various Centers
for almost four years. It is ny opinion that they were predisposed to fall
into mass anxiety and mass hysteria, conditions which are not acoompanied
by logical or well considered actiozn, If the facts and suggestions presented
above are kept in mind, the events to be related will be easier to under;tand.
On December 17, 1944 the residents learned of the proposed lifting of
the orders excluding Japanese from the West Coast, On December 19 the
project newspaper, the Newell Star, angounced Tthat the new system will

permit the great majority of persoans of Japanese ancestiry to nove freely

anywhére in the U, S. that they wish to go." It added that "after Jamuary

20 all restrictions will be lifted czceopt in the cases of individuals who
will be specifically and individually notifisd," On the same day a mimeo-
graphed announcement by Dillon Myer was distributed among the Japanese
residents to the effect that "a2ll relocation centers will be closed within
a period of six months to one year after the revocation of the exclusion
orders." The same day, lr, Best, the Project Director of Tule Lake,

announced to the Japanese residents that "the Tule Lake Center will be
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considered a relocation center and a segregatioz cexter for some time to come,
[ ST . . 3 o ~ .
Those whom the Army authorities designate as fres to leave here will dbe in

the same status as residents of a relocation center.® The Army Team of same
.

A..v
20 officers began to hold hearings on December 18 cr 19, Only male resideats

were called to these hearings,

Residents whom I visited in the week followinz the announcement appeared
shocked and surprized, Some cxpressed anxiety. To one, however, stated
that he would take advantage of this order and relocate. Instead, a number
of rationalizations were voiced, to the effect that they, as segregees,
would be allowed to remain at Tule Lake. When, however, the male residents
were called for their Army hearings, most of them were not given detenﬁion
orders, Within a few déy‘sk"uit became apparent that segregee status was no
guarantee that they might remain in Tule Lake.

On December 24 a Nisei girl told me that she was worried by the results
of some of the Army hearings to which young men of her acquainteace had gme.
In spite of their pro—Japanese statements, they had not been given detention
orders. On the same day a Nisei boy told me that he had just returned frm
his Army Zearing. Ee stated that the soldier had asked hin if he wanted to
renounce kis citizenship., "So I said I was goinz to renounce, because I
figured that then I could stay in Tule Lake,” E= assured me that another
young maz of .his acquaintance had stated that hs toll the soldier he was
loyal to Jazpan and had applied for expatriation Tut still he was handed a
permit to leave camp, providing he did not go o certain exclusion arecas,
The sister of this informant then asked me: "Thzy (1RL) won't force us out,
will they? What can we do after everything we zad is sold?,...0ur family
might be able to get along if we had a lot of doys, but still that won't do
any good because they'll have to go into the Aray.*

On December 19 a Kibei told me:
"Four men in my block were called by the Ar—y. They asked them

questions like, *Do you want to go out or do you weai %o remounce your

-~

citizenship?!"

.~ Realizing the effect that such questions put by aroy hearing officers

-

would have on the Japanese residents, I made szveral attempts to deternine

il

whether these assertions on the part of my informafits were true. Mr, Noyes,
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the W2A Project Attorney told mes

"Best (the Project Director) talked to Army officers about the renun-
ciation and resettlement questions (put by Amy officers). When Best
inguired about the significance of asking if the evacuee had applied for
reounciation of citizenship they answered that it was instructions from
the Presidio, And they said that they asked about resettlement just to be
ruman,

Cn December 23, an ardent Resegregationist spoke scornfully of the
fear of people who did not desire to leave Tule Lake: '

"Theﬁ??iééce—sitters say they are going to grab on with their hands
(to keep fx;c:im being forced to relocate). They say, 'Let the others go
first...Then when everything's safe, we'll go.'"

Cn December 29 a Wisei girl stated:

"Are they going to kick us out? What good will that do, when we
don't want to get out? ,..We hope that by renouncing citizemship we will
be allowed to stay here, but we are not sure, Y24 should inform us of this,®

I & oot affirm that the A.my hearing officers asked residents of
Tules Laks whether they were going to renounce their citizenship or whether

they were going to relocate. I do affirm, that to the best of my know-

administration was in large part responsible for the fact that on
Dacenbar 25, 1944, some 2,000 applications for remunciation of citizenship

sere received by the Department of Justice.

On December 27 the officers of the Resegregation Group and the Young

Hen's Fatherland Group were removed from Tule Laks to the Department of
Justice Internment camp at Santa Fe, It is my cpinion 'that the relatives
of the interned men and other Resegregationists interpreted or chose to
intcrpret -this intcrnment as the first step in their long awaited project
of a resegregation, Informants stated that relatives of internees wers
boasting of the "safe" status of the internees and predicting that within
50 days they would be re-united, The internces would be returned to Tule
Lake while persons who were not members of the Resegregation Group would be

Meicked out"™, A rumor, which had probably existed before, became widespread,
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It neld that individuals who had not renounced their citizeanship by Januvary

20 would be "kicked out of camp" or would be &rafted.

On January 2 a Kibei informant told me:

"They (Resegregationists) keep saying that anybody sent to Santa Fe
is taking a step forward to becoming a real Japanese. If this propaganda
takes effect it will cause great trouble....l think the Hoghi-dan (Resegre-
gation Group) u.ndouﬁ-tedly has started the rumor that by renouncing citizen-
éhip the people will be allowed tc; étay here at Tule Lake."

On January 3 a I\Iisei informant stated:

"Me people picked up say they're glad. They say we (persons not

‘interned) are gding %o be kicked around while they will b2 safc and sound."~

On Jamary 19 an informant told me of a rumor which he said had been
;j:;z‘rene for several weeks:

"They say all those 'oersons who have not renoxmced their citizenship
will be kicked out of camp....Some people are a.lso being told to answer in
a radical way so that their citizenship will be taken away." e

¥eanwhile, A cxpressions. of anxiely and,i’_ear‘incrse.ased in number and . _
in force.» I;iany residents complained that they bhad been given no specific
informaticn by the “QBA as to who was going to be allowed to stay in Tule Lake.

0= Jamuary 2 a Fisei informant stated: :

Me wouldn't mind gding 'ba,bk to San Francisco if we had everything as
when we laft it. We'd jump right out. But we've lost everything.”

On Jaauary 3 another isei infommant stgted:

"I Gon't know what'!s going to happen to us! It's very confusing,

I think everybody feels that. They don't kmow what's vhat yot. In the
first place why do they want to kick us out? It's their fault we camc here.
They can't say, 'We'll give you 25 dollars and coach fare. Get out by such
Y o

2 j""\a:}.d. such a day.'

§
e ij' 3 4 .
o »2;9’5:}/‘"51:106 the people have been in camp three years, their funds are

o P ow R
/ i

cxhausted, It's all right for people who can afford it."
This informant then added:
"Can people be thrown out cven if they renounce their citizenship?"
On January 5 the WRA officials reiterated their intention of getting

all evacuces who were "cleared" out of all the Centers. An official

- 35 =




vampalet was distributed throughout the Center in whic HMyer reaffimed
his earlier statement that the prime objective of the WRA was "to restore
the people residing in relocation centers to private life in nommal
communities"., It is my opinion that this statement did not reassure the

residents of Tule Lake,

On January 5 an Issei informant stated:

"They (the Japanese) have nothing to depend on,..I don't kmow one

person who wants to go out,"

On the same day a Niseil statgd:

"My intention is to stay here until I'm forced out."

On January 8 another Nisei infémant stated:

"The people ars very much at a loss due to the fact that they can't
make a decision,  The WRA officials admit they're in the dark themselves,
They don't lmow what to do or what it's all about.

"Ilve got six children and ny wife, Also ny father and mother. To
go outside you have to have a certain kind of home, If they want me to
go out the least they can do is to give ma some kind of housing and say,
'N¥ow, will you take this?! Instead, they are saying, 'dmerica's going to
help Fou., So you go out and do vwhat you can,'! That's not de’pcndabl'e.

Yo want some assurance if we're to go out. By staying here, I'11 have a
roof over my children's heads and enough to eat, alth;*.:;;gh I don't like
the food.

"Ihen the Army came out to ask us to make tais decision I told the
Coloncl, 'If you set a deadline, I will renounce oy citizenship due to the
fact that I have no place to go.!'"

On January 9 another Nisei infomant stated:

"Cnder the international agreecment, they can't kick the aliens out
of camp., That's the reason that so many neople are renouncing their
citize;lship."

Meanwhile, a number of informants who, in =y opinioa, were influenced
by newspaner reports describing the statements made by certain residents of
California, told me of rumors which were being circulated in the Center,

On January 13, a liisei stated:

"California is the last place I'd want to go back to with all I've
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been reading, They say the Army will back us up., But that's only against

nob violence and not against what an individual might do. If some person
beats us up, we can't do anything about it," |

On January 12, another Zisei stated:

"People are saying that some Japanese were killed around Stockton
(California). Reading the papers and considering all other facts, the
people have a feeling of not wanting to return %o the Pacific Coast,".

On January 14, another Fisei stated:

"What do they want us to do? Go back to California and get filled
full of lead? I'm going to sit here and watch,"

On January 15, another Fisel stated:

"Bumor is being circulated that five Japanese were killed in Fresno
(California). "

Such rumors and the sentiments which they engendered endured for many
months., On ﬁay 8, 1945, a Fisei informant stated:

"™eah, you're free all right if you go out. You've got civil rights.
Civil rights to be dynamited! Civil rights to have your head cut off! They're
even trying to take poor Doi's land away from him now."

This informant'!s sister, who was present, tried to calm him, and
explained to me: "If they had made an example of those soldiers (who
attempted to dynamite Doi's residence in California) it would have helped,"

On Jamuary 24 Iir, 3urling released a letter written on behalf of the
Attorney Genecral céndcmning the activities of the Resegregation Group,
stating that they "are intolerable" and that they "will cease". One

informant criticized the letter as "sarcastic". One Fisei, who had some

legal training but, to the best of ny knowledge, had no connection with

the Resegregation Group or ths Young Men's Fatherland Group, remarked:
"The Department of Justice is not sincere, They are hounding people
with a childish mentality 2nd making them act like kids...They've got you
behind the eight ball once Fou renounce,
"The wéy these hearings were conducted it seems as;if Burling had
the final say of whether to accept a renunciation or not., The law states
that it is the Attorney General who had the final say., As I see it, Itts

a frameup, I'd hate to live in this country if Burling was Attorney General.®
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Other infonmanﬁs, however, appeared to be distinctly nleased at the
verbal castigation the Resegregation Groups had received:

On January 27, an informant stated:

"Confidentially speaking.....l think he's zot bdrains in his head. Many
of the people think he did the right thing....The Department of Justice
really meant business, The people were kind of happy.”

On January 31, another informant stated:

"It sure disgraced many of them (Resegregationists). If they had shame
enough, they wouldn't have the face to come out with, Ve all agreed that
that ought to have put a stop to it. But it seems it didn't.”

On February 8, another infomant sfated:

"It was time somebody told them off!......After all, this is American
soil.®

Cn the same day, another informant stated:

The people thought, 'That's telling them! '"?

he Ressgregation Group and the Young Men's Fatherland Group, however,
continued their activities. They also continued to spread propagenda to
the effect that intermnment was a badge of homor, that internment made omne
a "trus Japancse", and that their group was shortly to be placed "safely”
in a Center under the Department of Justice, while all other residents
of Tule Laks would be forced to relocate,

“0n January 29, 1945, a statement by Mr., Dillon Illyer was relcased in
the project newspaper that "those who do not wisk to ieave the” (Tule Lake)

Center are not required to do so and may continue to live here or at some

sinilar center until Jamuary 1, 1946",. iy data indicate that this state-

ment did not reassure the residents., Instead, it is my considered opinion
that the six weeks of tension, fear, and extreme insecurity bréught about

in part by the residents' interpretations of Administrative policies and

the Amy hearings and, in part, by the interaments and tﬁc rumors circulated
after the internments had, by the end of January 1945, brought the resideats
to a state bordering on panic. The phenomena of nass hysteria are to so
great an extent marked by lack of logic that they are difficult to describe

-~

in a document of this nature, I shall offer the following statements made

by informants between January 26, 1945, the date of the second internment,




until the end of February 1945, On the basis of =y intensive siudy of the
situation, I affirm that to the best of my knowledge and belief, these are
not the statements of a few atypical individuals but that they are a rather
mild representation of the state of mind of the substantial majority of the
residents. I also affirm that to the best of my kmowledge and bellef in
these specific statements my informants were telling me the truth, except

vhen they state that the members of the Young Hen's Fatherland Group were

glad to be interned. Here, a closer approach to the truth would be, "They

say they are glad to be interned.”

On January 29, a Nisei girl told me:

"The Hokoku group (Young Men's Fatherland Group) were all glad to
get sent tq Santa Fe., They have this one feelinz that now their status
is sure about the draft.”

Cn January 30, an Issei infomant told me:

Miost people are glad those radicals were picked up....but the
radicals are still stubborn so we better keep quiet. If I should say
what I think in public they (Resegregationists) would say, 'Beat him up! g

Oz February 1 a Kibei informant told me that the Young Men's Father-
land Group was going about the camp asking for signatures which would
jndicate that members were still loyal to the organization, He said,
"Those who rofuse to sign they call 'dog'." Ee 2dded that a friend of
his who hzd been scheduled for internment and then released feared
physical violence fromTembers of the Resegregaticn Group because he had
not gone to Santa Fe, ir. Doi came to stay here (at the informant's
apartment) at first, but I told him to go back to block 59, That's what
a man has to do," |

The Kibei's wife added:

"Gee, I hope the day will come when we can go %o the laundry and

our clothes and not have the Egkoku people glaring at e, "

On February 8, a Nisei woman stated:

Mfen the so—and-so Hokoku go (to internment) we can't go end say,
PWe're sorry your son was taken away.' You have to congratulate them!

"I heard some of them (Resegregationists) complimenting a family

whose son was sent. They say they are true Japanese. The man said,
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trip it will be my son,?! They (Resegregationists) are just tickled

"4 week ago my husband met a friend who had & dozu hair cut (shaved
head)., He said, 'What, are you bosu, tco?' !'Sh-h-h,'the friend said,
17his is camouflage. Otherwise nobady in my block will talk to me,'....

I hear that in block 74 there are two girls who refused to become members
of the (Resegregationist!s) girl's organization, All the other girls won't
speak to them now,"

On February 13, a Kibei informant stated:

"In the minds of the people of the Center has been the general impress-
ion that by going to Santa Fe they'll be recognized as aliens and they
feol that their remunciation of citizenship is granted. Whercas if you are
a gentleman canough to be péaceful and quiet, reaunciation will nof;
materialize,”

On February 16, a Kibei girl told me:

Miany eof the parents are trying to make their sons join the Hokoku
(Young Hen's Fatherland Group). This is especially in the Manzanar
section, One boy has a duck cut and wears zob.; suit cloth.es. His parents

re trying to make him join the Hokoku, He says, 'CGolly, Ican't do
that. How would I look in Santa Fe?!®

On February 28, a Nisei girl stated:

"I kmow some poor kids, their parents made them shave their heads...
But they still roll uwp their jeans te show their Argyle socks (Argyle
socks were, evidently, the height of style for adolescent Nisei). A lot
of kids say that when they're 18 they'll have to join the Hokoku due to
their parents' pressure and the draft, "

On February 28, my most reliable informant, a very blunt man, stated:

Miany Issei and families are forcing theix; sons to join the Hokoku-dsn

-

merely to escape the draft, I told them, when they get back to Japan they

will use some means to keep their sons out of the Japanese Army. They were

surprized to hear me say that."
In my opinion anxiety and panic reached a peak in mid-February,
immediately after the intermment of February 11, when most of the members

of the Young Men's Fatherland Group were removed from the Center. I was
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assured by several informants that the remaining Resegrezationists on
February 12 had held a great rally in the Manzanar section. At this rally,
it was reported, the people had been told that all citizens who were not
members of the Young Hen's Fatherland Group (which, of course, implied
renunciation of citizenship) would be drafted by March 1., (At this time
most renunciants who were not members of the Young llen's Fatherland Group
had not yet received official notices that their renunciations were accepted
by the Attorney General,) I cannot affimm that such a meeting was held

or that such statements were made. On February 13, however, I received a
letter from a Kibei (dated February 12), part of which follows:

"The condition in the center has been most unsettled because of recent

mass pick-ups (internments). Tre current rumor which in my opinion is.

the most vicious has it that unless people (young men, of course) sign up
with the organization, they will be subject to draft by March of this year.
here seems to b‘a a great incfease in the membership of said body. The
eople are under the impression that if you are a member, then your chance
of renunciatiom is guaranteed; whercas, if you are not, you just don't know
when you will be able to renounce your citizenship,...The result if left
unabated, will not only be tragic but dreadful. I don't know what you are
able to do, but for justice's sake please take some action.™ :

On February 13 I consulted my most reliable informant, an older Fisei,
and asked him about these rumors, He stated:

"Those rumors are being heard about the camp. It has a tremendous
effect, People are joining the Hokoku. It's going over like wildfire,

"The people are in a quandary and Eion't know what to do. They just
follow the mob, I told people who camc to me to ask for advice, 'You are
like a bunch of sheep.!

"I gave those parents hell for being so jittering and not having a mind
of their own, Renunciation ig the only idea, Parents want their sons and
daughters to renounce so they can go to Japan with them. It's fantastic
in 2 way,...

"The trouble with nost of the Japanese in this camp or in any other

camp is that their mind is not made wp. They swing from one side to the

other, They will fluctuate."




On February 19, a YNisei girl stated:

B4 week ago the peonle were in hysterics.,..They were so excited. They
said, 'The draft papers are right there....they'll draft us all over camp.'"
On February 13, a well educated and intelligent infomant remarked:

"Sociologically speaking, I wonder if the people have not been tortured
in their minds for so long — all they can think of is what's happening
Tight in front of their eyes and they aren't looking forward to the future

at all, None of them think of the fact that the war might end and then

what position would they be in?"

When March 1 passed and no residents were drpfted the acute excitement
slowly abated, It was not until March 16, however, that the WRA announced
to the residents that those activities in which Resegregationists had taken
part, €.Z., parades, drilling, bugling, were unlawful and prohibited.

I received relatively little information from informants on how the
renunciation hearings were conducted. Several informants commented on
the short tims the hearings took; two mentioned that they had been treatod
courteously, One informant stated that an acquaintance who had had a
hearing regretted that he felt obliged to make derogatory statemcnts about
tre Urited States ir order to make sure that he would be granted renun-

. Yo informant stated or implied that any kind of duress was exerted
.at the hearings by the hearing officers of the Department of Justice., It
is, however, my opinion and belief, that a great many citizens made false
statemsnts at their hearings, regerding their loyalty to Japan and to the
Japanese em'peror.

¥uch has beeﬁ said in this docu’mer;t about persons who renounced their
citizenship and almost nothing about those who did not, Undoubtedly, the
substantial majority of persons vho did not renocunce their citizenship
did so because their ties to the United States were so strong that they
were zble to resist the extraordinary sociological and psychological
pressures vhich were brought to bear upon them. It is of interest, however,
that, in my opinion, the most courageous and open adherents of non-renuncia-
tion were a group of young men who were alleged to be gam‘blers.v These
young men on two occasions openly defied the Young Men's Fatherland Group,

woick had publicly stigmatized them as "gamblers" and "gake-drinkers”.
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On December 15, 1944 g group of about a dozen of these alleged gamblers

entered the block whefe the Young Men's Fatherland Group had its headquarters,
One of the young men challenged the male secretary of the Resegregation Group
and the two men fought with a mop and a piece of wood, while the other so-
called gamblers stood about and held off a crowd of angry Resegregationists,
The non-Resegregationist was victorious and after the fight he addressed
the crowd, denouncing the Resegregationists as "ruining the young men in
the Center,"™ The leaders of the Resegregation Group, in my presence, voiced
threats of extreme physical violence against this group of alleged gamblers
but did not carry out the threats, since the issue was subordinated bﬁr the
exciPment which followed the internment of December 27, 1944,

I was well acquainted with a number of these alleged gamblers and,
as far as I know, they did not renounce their citizenship. Their open
defiance of the Resegregation Group was, in my opinion, intimately related
to the fact that even though they were greatly outnumbered, tﬁey were, by
the late fall of 1944, the only group in the Center which possessed the
organization and man-power to risk physical combat with the Young Men's
Fatheriznd Grouwp. In regard to the fact that they did not renounce their
citizenship, it is ny opinion that they were hard-headed realists. On
February 5, 1945, when many of ny ot;her informants were in a state of
extrens aaxiety fearing that their applications for renunciation would not
be accepted, I hed a long interview with members of this alleged gamdbling
Vclique. They discussed the renunciation with comparative calm, One stated:
_.—"After all, as I see it, my American citizenship isa't anymore good
to me than a roll of toilet naper right now. Ia fact, it's less good. 3But

I was born with it and I'nm not going to give it up. It might come in handy

/s

later.” E

\smﬁ.;zsm OF TEEHOTIZATIONS YHICE LID TO/RTUNCIATION OF. CITIZENSHIP /
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As a student of anthropology and sociology I view the phenomena

relevant to the remunciation of citizenship as a cumulative process which

may be traced back to the evacuation. In the spring of 1942 citizens of

the United States were removed from their homes and confined in relatively

unpleasant surroundings under Hilitary guard, Over a thousand Nisei who

-~

later renounced their citizenship were between the ages of 14 and 18 years




of age vwhen they were evacuated. In the fall of 1943 over 6,0C0 citizens
were segregated to the Tule Lake Center and stigmatized as disloyal to the
United States., Certain of the factors which motivated these persons %o
become segregees have been stated on pp. 7~8 of this document. There were,
however, a substantial number of citizens who were taken to or remained
in Tule Lake who, at the time of segregation and after segregation, held
status as loyal citizens of the United States. Zo affirm that residence
the Tule Lake Center did not contribute to the development of confidence
the United States, to a sonse of security in regard to the intentions
the United States, or to a realization of the rights and responsibilities
Anerican citizenship, is, in my opinion, a distinct understatcment. Fron
the early months of 1944, the Resegregation Group, whose leaders affirmed
a fanatic loyalty to Japan, was permitted to propagandize the residents
of the Center. In August of 1944 this organization made a deliberate
attempt to draw American citizens residing in the Center into an auxiliary
organization, the Young HMen's Fatherland Group, which among its other aims
listed the renunciation of American Citizenship, Iumerous speeches of an
extramz Japanese nationzlistic character were delivered to the young men,
They wers urged to ﬁarticipate in militaristic exercises. In addition,
the Resegregation Group had within its body a group of terrorists who
repeatedly assaulted residents who criticized their policies and activities.

Only one of these assailants, to my knowledge, was apprehended and punished.

Furt%ermore, up until December of 1944 no authofity at any tins substantially

attempted to discourage the'Resegregation Group., ot until January of 1945
was the group formally reproved by the Department of Justice and not until
March of 1945 did the WRA announce that the activities of this group were
illegal and nrohibited.

In addition to the influences described above, the resideats of
Tule Lake for almost four years had been subjected to the demoralizing effect
of life in the Centers, They had sufferea endless annoyances and irrita-
tions, which were all the more grievous because they were thought to be
unjustified. They had been stigmatized by the press as rioters. Certain
grave brutalities were said to have been comnitted upon Japanese young nen

%7 the YRA Internal Security on the night of ovemder 4, 1943. (I have not

PeY ) N




included these specific data in this document, though I have statements
from young men who said they were beaten and statements from a doctor and
a nurses aide who attended them,) The residents, for a long period, had
almost no opportunity for recreation and many who desired work could not .
be given employment. They had almost no contact with any friendly American
of Caucasian ancestry., Their country, they thought, had cast them off and
considered them "disloyal™. In short, for almost four years, their exper-
jences had been of a nature calculated to make them lose faith in America
and blight their conception of the value of American citizeaship.

Despite, these oxzperiences, I affirm, that to the best of my knowledge
and belief, the very substanitial majority of the citizen residents of Tule
Lake in Uovember of 1944 did not welcome the opportunity to renounce their
citizenship. I affirm that to the best of my knowledge and belief they
were markedly un-enthusiastic, I affirm that the very substantial majority
of residents in Tule Lake had resisted the frenzied efforts of the pro-
Japanese grouns to force them to participate in pro-Japanese activities,

I affirm that some individuals, who, in my opinion, nossessed great moral
and physical courage, spoke against these pro-Japanese activities and were
brutally assaulted, I affirm that some rash youths still dared to wear
their hair in a duck cut and that many young peonle still passionately
desired to relocate when they could obtain the permission of their parents,
With a full realization of the gravity of my statement, I, who knew these
residents better than any other non-Japanese, affirm that to the best of ry
knowledge and belief, the substantial majority of citizen residents of
Tule Lake, despite their detention and despite the extraordinary pressures
to vhich they had been subjected, were canable‘of re—-assuning the duties
and responsibilities of American citizenship,

It is for the reasons stated above, that the events vhich followed the
1ifting of the exclusion order, are, in my opinion, peculiarly tragic.

I have, I believe, made it clear that the residents of Tule Lake, owing to
the statements made by the WRA, their interpretation of questions asked

at the Ammy hearings, the internments, the rumors which followed the

internments, and the irrational state of mind which accommanies long

detontion and isolation, temsion, and insecurity, were throwm into a state
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of panic. Most of them may be compared to a crowd of persons who believe

that they are about to be bombed, rush to shelters, and find there officials
whose statements they interpret as "Renounce your citizenship or you cannot
enter." Fear of grave economic hardship, fear of physical violence from
nostile citizens of Caucasian ancestry, fear of family separation, the fear
that non-remunciants would be drafted, to which were added tremendous paren tal
and femilial nressures based on these fears were the major motivations of
renunciation, During the months of March, April, and lay of 1945, the families
of internees continued to boast of their impending "safety" and to taunt non-
merbers and persons who had not remounced their citizenship with thc imminence
of involuntary relocation.

At the time of this panic I was convinced -- and I so stated to the hearing
officers of the Department of Justice — that the great majority of resid.mts
were not renouncing their citizeaship out of loyalty to Japan, I was also
convinced that very many of the resideants did not appreciate the gravity of
trsir act and later would attempt to get their citizenship back. Many residents

assured me, I believe in all sincerity, that renunciation was like the

Hilitary Questionnaire and the Ségregation, i.e., they could change their

minds. Some assured me that their hearings before the hearing officers of
the Department of Justice were brief and therefore they were sure thatllater
ca thoy would be given a longer and rmore thorough hearing. 'i‘his was, in
stort, not the first time that they had been given a hearing whicﬁ they
ware assured was very grave and vhich, later on, had signified little,
Izdeed, at the time of ségregation they were assured by the WRA that they
would be allowed to remain in the Center until the end of the wvar.

In ny opninion, 1'.he~ threat of inﬁédiate.plgrsical violence from Japanese
residents was a relatively minor motivation toward renunciation of citizen—
enip, I was told frequently thet the leaders of the Young llen's Fatherland
Group had forced people to renounce their citizenship. I have no ecvidence,
nowever, that the force referred to implied physical violence. It is oy
opinion that members of the Young llen's Fatherland Group who refused to
renounce their citizenship stood in danger of physical violence and were

awaze of this. Certain individuals vho lived in blocks where many Reseg-

regationists also resided may vell have been threatened with violence if
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they did not renounce even though they were not members of the Resegregation
Group. During my residence in the Center, I collected no specific data that
such threats were mé.de.

During nmy residence in the Center no Japanese resident stated or implied
that the hearing officers of the Department of Justice or any member of the
WRA administrative staff employed duress at the renunciation hearings to

influence residents of Tule Lake to renounce their citizenship,

¢ e e
/s/ BROSALIE EANKEY 4

CH Subseri to before me
this 8th day of Jenuary, 1947,

-

<H [S)‘iéf] /s EDVARD T, TUFFY,

ta Notary Publica

G My commission expires Oct. 9, 1948




