


Selective Evacuation of Japanese-American Citizens
Proposals presented to Lieutenant General John L, DeWitt by the

Committee on National Security and Fair Play

260 California Street, Room 311,
San Francisco, California.
March 9, 1942,

1. Controlling Principles.

We assume that you are guided by the following prin-
ciples: The maintenance of national security is the controlling factor in deter-
mining execution of the mandate given you by the Secretary of War. If, therefore,
either aliens or citizens living in the most vital military areas constitute a
military hazard, they should be removed. A secondary, but very important factor is
to keep the infringement of the civil rights of citizens to the lowest possible
minimum, and to base it on military necessity, not on race or any other considera-
tion.

2. Objective of our Proposals,

We desire to aid you in applying the foregoing
principles by suggesting methods of discriminating between those citizens of Japan-
ese parentage (nisei) who do and do not constitute a military hazard,

3. Alternative Methods,

Method A, Let all Nisei be given the opportunity of being
examined as to their loyalty or disloyalty by Hearing Boards in the communities
where they now reside. The appeal Boards of the Selective Service appear to be
made to order for this purpose. If the number of Appeal Boards were insufficient,
additional similar Boards could be set up through local Councils of Civilian De-
fense or Boards of Education, The judgement of the Hearing Boards could be made
subject to review of whatever authority you might designate. Examinees would appear
voluntarily and have the privilege of bringing witnesses,

We urge that the evacuation of Nisei from other than the most vital areas
be deferred until after they have been examined, The process could be completed in
six weeks at the outside, as shown by this calculation: assuming that half of the
Nisei, or 40,000, are minors who would elect to accompany their alien parents, and
that 10,000 adult Nisei would prefer to be evacuated without examination, the re-
maining 35 or Y0 thousand could be examined within five or six weeks, if each of
100 Boards passed on an average of ten or twelve cases a day.

Method B. If, however, you deem it quite unwise to defer the evacuation
of Nisei from all of Military Area No, 1, then let them all be examined at the Re~
ception Camps as soon as possible, and let those who are found to be above suspicion
released, This method seems to us to have two serious drawbacks: (1) the great
expense and difficulty involved in setting up competent Boards at distant Camps and
in summoning witnesses; and (2) the breaking up of the living arrangements and
occupational connections of examinees,

4. Some Genersl Considerations.

The proposed evacuation of the entire group of
Nisei, but of no other group of citizens, apparently on the basis of race, is al-
ready embittering some of them and making them turn a ready ear to communist and
other subversive ideas. It is also causing acute distress to many white citizens
like ourselves who are concerned over every violation of the democratic principles
for which we are fighting.
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Since the Wimei are full-fledged American citizens by virtue of birth and
upbringing in this country, certainly they should be given not less consideration
than German and Italian aliens, sympathetic as we are with those among them who are
thoroughly loyal to democratic ideals.

Furthermore, the indiscriminate evacuation of Nisei citizens will, in our
Judgement, weaken rather than strengthen the civic morale which is an essential
element in national security during the war and of national unity after the war,

We are deeply sensible of the weight of responsibility resting upon you,
and desire to do all in our power to help you discharge it. Only in that spirit do
we venture to lay these proposals before you,

Dr. Henry F. Grady, Chairman
(and names and positions of Vice-Chairmen)

XXXXXXX

11 E1 Sueno,
Orinda, Californis,
March 7, 1942,

Note to Vice~Chairmen:

The above memorandum has been authorized by Dr, Grady and re-

vised in consultation with Dr., Deutsch, It is to be given to Genseral
DeWitt at an interview to be held with him (or his aide, Colonel Magill,
Director of Evacuation) by representatives of our Committee,

If you have any critieisms, please let me hear from you by
telephotie or letter,

Dr. Grady conferred with Colonel Magill, Thomas Clark, and
other officials concerned on March 6, and believes that this memorandum
and the proposed interview with General DeWitt may not be in vain,

Galen M, Fisher,
Office telephone - YUkon 1570 Secretary.
Residence telephone - Orinda 3951
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1., Controlling Principles,

We assume that you are guided by the following prin-
ciples: The maintenance of national security is the controlling factor in deter-
mining execution of the mandate given you by the Secretary of War. If, therefore,
either aliens or citizens living in the most vital military areas constitute a
military hazard, they should be removed. A secondary, but very importent factor is
to keep the infringement of the civil rights of citizens to the lowest possible
minimum, and to base it on military necessity, not on race or any other considera~
tion,

2, Objective of our Proposals,

We desire to aid you in applying the foregoing
principles by suggesting methods of discriminating between those citizens of Japan-
ese parentage (nisei) who do and do not constitute a military hazard.

3., Alternative Methods,

Method A. Let all Nisei be given the opportunity of being
examined as to their loyalty or disloyalty by Hearing Boards in the communities
where they now reside. The appeal Boards of the Selective Service appear to be
made to order for this purpose. If the number of Appeal Boards were insufficient,
additional similar Boards could be set up through local Councils of Civilian De-
fense or Boards of Education, The judgement of the Hearing Boards could be made
subject to review of whatever authority you might designate., Examinees would appear
voluntarily and have the privilege of bringing witnesses,

We urge that the evacuation of Nisei from other than the most vital areas
be deferred until after they have been examined, The process could be completed in
six weeks at the outside, as shown by this calculation: assuming that haglf of the
Nisei, or 40,000, are minors who would elect to accompany their alien parents, and
that 10,000 adult Nisei would prefer to be evacuated without examination, the re-
maining 35 or Y40 thousand could be examined within five or six weeks, if each of
100 Boards passed on an average of ten or twelve cases a day,

Method B, If, however, you deem it quite unwise to defer the evacuation
of Nisei from all of Military Area No, 1, then let them all be examined at the Re-
ception Camps &s soon as possible, and let those who are found to be above suspicion
released, This method seems to us to have two serious drawbacks: (1) the great
expense and difficulty involved in setting up competent Boards at distant Camps and
in summoning witnesses; and (2) the breaking up of the living arrangements and
occupational connections of examinees,

4, Some General Considerations.,

The proposed evacuation of the entire group of
Nisei, but of no other group of citizens, apparently on the basis of race, is al-
ready embittering some of them and making them turn a ready ear to communist and
other subversive ideas. It is also causing acute distress to many white citizens
like ourselves who are concerned over every violation of the democratic principles
for which we are fighting.
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Since the Wimei are full-fledged American citizens by virtue of birth and
upbringing in this country, certainly they should bde given not less consideration
than German and Italian aliens, sympathetic as we are with those among them who are
thoroughly loyal to democratic ideals.

Furthermore, the indiscriminate evacuation of Nisei citizens will, in our
Judgement, weaken rather than strengthen the civic morale which is an essential
element in national security during the war and of national unity after the war,

We are deeply sensible of the weight of responsibility resting upon you,
and desire to do all in our power to help you discharge it. Only in that spirit do
we venture to lay these proposals before you,

Dr. Henry F, Grady, Chairman
(and names and positions of Vice-Chairmen)

XXXXXXX

11 El1 Sueno,
Orinda, California,
March 7, 1942,

Note to Vice-Chairmen:

The above memorandum has been authorized by Dr, Grady and re-
vised in consultation with Dr, Deutsch, It is to be given to General

DeWitt at an interview to be held with him (or his aide, Colonel Magill,
Director of Evacuation) by representatives of our Committee,

If you have any criticisms, please let me hear from you by
telephone or letter,

Dr. Grady conferred with Colonel Magill, Thomas Clark, and
other officials concerned on March 6, and believes that this memorandum
and the proposed interview with General DeWitt may not be in vain,

Galen M, Fisher,
Office telephone - YUkon 1570 Secretary.
Residence telephone - Orinda 3951
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1, Controlling Principles.

We assume that you are guided by the following prin-
eiples: The maintenance of national security is the controlling factor in deter-
mining execution of the mandate given you by the Secretary of War. IT, therefore,
either aliens or citizens living in the most vital military areas constitute a
military hazard, they should be removed., A secondary, but very important factor is
to keep the infringement of the civil rights of citizens to the lowest possible mini-
mum, and %0 base 1% on military necessity, not on race or any other consideration.,

2. Objective of our Proposals.

We desire to aid you in applying the foregoing
prineiples by suggesting methods of discriminating between those eitizens of
Japanese parentage (Nisei) who do and do not constitute a military hazard.

3. Alternative Methods.

Method A. Let 2ll Nisei be given the opportunity
of being examined as to their loyalty or disloyalty by Hearing Boards in the com-
munities where they now reside. The Appeal Boards of the Selective Service sppear
to be made to order for this purpose. If the number of Appeal Boards were insuf-
ficient, additional similar Boards could be set up through local Councils of
Civilian Defense or Boards of Education. The judgment of the Hearing Boards could
be made subject to review of whatever authority you might designate. Examinees
would appear voluntarily and have the privilege of bringing witnesses,

We urge that the evacuation of Nisei from other
than the most vital areas be deferred until after they have been examined. The
process could be completed in six weeks at the outside, as shown by this caleula-
tion: Assuming that half of the Nisei are minors who would elect to accompany their
alien parents, and that 5 or 10 thousand adult Nisei would prefer to0 be evacuated
without examination, the remaining 20 or 25 thousend could be examined within five
or six weeks, if each of 100 Boards passed on average of ten or twelve cases a day.

Method B. If, however, you deem it gquite unwise to
defer the evacuation of Nisei from all of Military Area No. 1, then let them all be
examined at the Reception Camps as soon as possible, and let those who are found to
be above suspicion be released. This method seems to us to have two serious draw-
backs: (1) the great expense and difficulty involved in setting up competent Boards
at distent Camps and in sumoning witnesses; and (2) the breaking up of the living
arrangements and occupational connections of examinees.




“es 8% Some General Considerations.

The proposed evacuation of the entire groupy of
Nigei, but of no other group of citizens, apparently on the besis of race, is al-
dréﬁaf‘embittering some of them end meking them turn a reedy ear to Communist and
other subversive ideas. It is also causing ac@te distress to many white citizems
like ourselves who are concerned over every violation of the democratic prineciples
for vhich we are fighting,

Since the Nisei are full-fledged Americen citizens by virtue of birth and
upbringing in this coumtry, certainly they should be given not less consideration
than Germsn and Italian aliens, sympathetic as we are with those among them who are
thoroughly loyal to democratic ideals,

Furthermore, the indiscriminate evacuation of Nisel citigzens will, in our
judgment, weaken rather than strengthen the civic morale, which is an essential
element in national security during the war end of national unity after the war,

We are deeply sensible of the weight of responsibility resting upon you,
and desire to do all in our power to help you discharge it, Only in that spirit
do we venture to lay these proposals before you.
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Provost Harshal and Director of Evacuation éiifl/‘

Committee:; Galen i, Fisher, Member of the National Couneil of the Y. ™,
Ce A, and President of the Board of Trustees of the Paecifie School of
Religion; Gordon Chapman, Superintendent of Presbyterian Japanese
Missions; C. A. Richerdson, Beard of Missions of the Methodlst Chureh,
New York; G. Doubleday, American Friends' Service Committee; I, H,
Smith, Superintendent of the Pascific Japanese Conference of the Vetho-
dist Church and Pacific Coast representative of the Home Missions
gouncil of North America.

General Purpose.
Qur general purpose is to be of any assistance possible to the West-

ern Defence Command in the execution of whatever measures of evecua=-

tion may ultimately be deemed necessary after full consideration of

all the factors involved., Our primsry competence is in econnection
only with the Japanese residents on the Paeifie Coast,

We offer the facllities and staffs of our Protestant Churches to aid
in sifting the loyal {rom the disloyal among the Japanese by means of
Hearing Boards set up by the Army. Specifically we offer 80 church
buildings end capable interpreters, e can furnish £0 white men, 10
witlte women and 300 or more clitigens of Japanese parentage. These
persons can assist the evacuees during the period of preparation

for removal, and in the various localities to which the evacuces

may go, and on the journey thither. Many of the elien Jepanese do
not readily understand English, so that the aid of Americens who
speak their language, and who understand the instructions lald down
by the Army, should greatly help to prevent friction and mistakes,
#e beliove these Hearing Boards might well consist of one Army of-
ficer and two reputable e¢iviliana, In examining the a2liens one of
the civilians might be a person well asquainted with the Japsnese

language snd character. In the case of the American~born one of the
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Board might be a local school teacher as they know these Japane

ese-Americans better than any other white American, We believe
that 80 or 100 such Boards could handle the whole of the Japanese
population on the Coast in a fow weeks,

In this connection 1t may be pertinent to observe that many of the
alien Japanese would have long before this have become cltizons
had we allowed them the privilege of naturalizations We belleve
they are not likely to resent evacuation, provided 1t is well
pPlanned and considerately executeds But the c¢itizens of Japanese
ancestry are likely to feel deeply resentful if they, as fulle
fledged American citizens ere evacusted as a whole, because of
thelr racial conneection. On the other hand, they will as a rule,
cheerfully abide by the findings of the authorities if evacuation
or intermment 1s based on impartial investigation such as

Be I.5 supplemented by Hesring Boards would carry out, The indise
eriminate evacuation of "Nisei" is almost certain to drive some
of them into disloyalty during the war, snd into trouble-making
after the ware It would also go far to justify the clalm of the
Japanese Government propaganda that Japan is the protector of the
colored races against the intolerance and discrimination of
America and England,

We offer owr assistance in the cs of those who must be moved
from denger zones. Our churches and pestors have played a large
part in caring for th panese already evacuated from Alameda,
Watsonville, lonterey and Terminal Island, suggest the followe
ing definite places:

Mre Doubleduy, A, F, S5, C, Owens Valley
(A3 a committee we know nothing of the merits of this plece)

Hr,FPfsher, the so-called Korematsu plen,
This embraces 60,000 acres of Santa Fe land nesr Albuguergque,

Saileg
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uwr. Chapman, Presbyterian chwrches
Gilroy Hot Springs, 50 aged or invalid porsons
ganford, 10 femilies and 50 workers (agricul tural)
cOrtez’ un "nn

Dr. Smith, Methodliat churches
Livingston, 10 families and 50 workers
Fresno, nn " 25 .
Dinuba, Orosi,bo "* " 200 " {Gove Help)
Delano, B 250 .
Bakersfield 10 """ ' 80 " '
Hiland e ' 200 - (Gove Help)
Mesa, Ariz., 10 e " B0 . "
loomis,Cal. 10 e " 80 "
Hewcastle 10 "" 50O »
Harysville 10 e " .80 "
Sonoma Coe. 20 e " B0
Hood I?.,Jl’e 20 % " 50
Salem,; Ore 10 ' R0
Caldwell,Ida 50 " 100 x
Wapoto,Wgsh 25 50 ~ “

Spokane,” 20 we " 20 " rallway

If mass evacuation is deemed necessary we offer our personal ase
sistance to keep up morale, to provide religious and moral gulde
gnce, and to help in education till the public school system can
function. For this service we offer 40 white missionaries, men
and women, and 80 Japanese Christian pastors. Ve are authoriged
to offer the aid of ar inter-dencui national Home Missions Coun=
oil. The National Boards of our various churches can supply severe
al experts in agrioculture, edusation, and community plamning who
will cooperate with the Federal and State authorities in making
adequate plans for settlement. One aspect of their serviee wopld
be to secure thé friendly cooperation of the exlsting and soclal
agencies in the neighborhood of the new settleoments,

General Considerations.

Ae AS Christian workers with mapy years of experience among Jap=-
anese both here snd abroad we believe that thousands of loyal
Japenese can be selected from those resident in the United States.
The doubtful and -usplelous should be classed with the disloyal.

B. e believe that a mess evacuation of women, ghildren and the
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ed 1s not necessary except from the Cless A military zones,
;% is of course possible for the Army to place the 115,000 Italian,
72,000 German and 33,000 Japenese allens in California on tralns
and transport them to a distant place, but the carc of the meny
elderly people would be very difficult if they are uprooted. Eve n
the small muber evacuated from Terminal Islend created a great
problem in Los Angsles.

Mass evacuation would rem 1t in tremendous loss in the quantity
of foodstulfs produced in Californisa when we need food as never
before. Crops already planted could not be tended, Harold J.Ryan,
Los Angeles County sgricultural comaissioner reports that of the
county's 40,000 agres of produce farmlands, the Japamese operate
26,600 ecres, Of the 1172 Japanese farmers, 535 are aliens and
619 are citizen Japanese.

tholesale evacuation would result in great losses to property.
Orchards and vineyards which have regquired years to develop would
be greatly damaged in one oriticel month without care, Chickens
and animals would starve, Stocks of perishable goods would rot,
Houses by the thousand would stand vacant.

To evacuate Japanese alone would create exceedingly difficult
intérnational problems in both Asia and Burope, Discrimination
is dynemite, N.ny white Americans believe that Hazi and rescist

ens are a groster menace than Japanese.

England has found the licensing or identiflication card system
satisfactory in controlling her gliens, Even Vewall does not cone
sider mags evacuation,

The morale of owr 80,000 Japanese-imerican eitizens would be
greatly injured if not completely destroyed, Seweral thousend
have responded gladly to the draft. Parents are proud to have
their sons in our Army. It is well to remember too that the hearts
of the fathers sre with their scas and not with their nephews in
the Japenese Army. R,

We believe that the hysteria for mass evacuation is largely engen
dered by politicians, by scheming carpetebaggers who hope to proe
fit by forced sales and by thoughtless and irresponsible people

of whome California has its full share.

The F, B, I. has already apprehended several thousand alien Japane
ese and without doubt already has the most dangerous element in
detention,

There has been information supplied to American Intelligence Sers
vices by the 2nd generation young people to an extent not knowm to
the general publiie, This can be proved by checking with the proper
officials,
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"Hisel" in golleges and Essential Posts,
A @ nsidersble number of "Hisei" are studying in the colleges and

universities of the Coaste A fow others sre rendering technigal

service in the teaching of Japanese to groups of Army and Navy of-

ficers, and translating for the office of Coordinator of Information.
In the case of the students, it might be possible to arrange with

the academic suthorities, and with the International House at Bere
keley, to exercise such close supervision as wuld practically elimie
nate whatever risk of esplonage or ssbotage might be feared from leave
ing such groups near the coastal areas. At each college the "Nisei"
could be concentrated in one or a few houses, and placed under close
restreaint,

Preparatory Planning,

The best way to calm the fears of the evacuees and to make them wile
ling cooperators in their evacuation will be for the Army to formue
late, and them to announce comprehensive plans for all the major
problems Iinvolved, such as transportation, custody of property, medi-
cal care enroute and afterward, specific areas available for settle-
ment, agricultural and other advisors svailable, Government loans

for development and equipment, housing, allowances for tempérary
maintenance. We understand that such complex and extensive undere
takings will require time to plan, but there is no doubt that if

the evacueos were given at the outset assuraences that thorough plans
are to be made, thejr anxietles would be allayed, and possible pase
sive resistance would be replaced by cheerful cooperation, 3uch
planning would also go far to put a stop to the extreme demsnds be-

ing made, by certain politicians and pressure groups, which threaten
to issue in vigilante action unless checked.




260 California Street
San Francisco
April 4, 1942

Interim Report of Secretary to

Vice-chairmen of Committee on National Security and Fair Play

1. Upon Dr. Grady's departure on Government mission to India, Mr. Maurice
E. Harrison kindly consented to serve as Acting Chairman.

2. Hearings for Japanese. Mr. Harrison and Mr. Jesse Steinhart, after due
study, decided it wonld be futile to pursue this effort further, as far as
the Army authorities were concerned. Civil officials have told the secretary
that it might be well to petition the Relocation A uthority for Hearings at
Reception Centers, after evacuation has been mostly completed. Several vice—
chairmen consulted favor doing something of this kind in order to conserve
constitutional rights, and also to enable the Japanese to remove the stigma
attaching to them by the evacuation.

3. The Preliminary Report of the Tolan Committee is out, and a copy has been
requested for you. Among its recommendations (p. 26) No. 6 sa-ys: "A system
of hearing boards should be constituted by the Director of the War Resettle—
ment Board with representatives of local and Federal agencies, with the con-
currence of the Military authorities, to issue certificates for all Italian
and German aliens whose loyalty can be established beyond reasonable doubt."
It therefore appears to be wise for this Committee to give its support to
this recommendation. Consultations are now in progress at Washington among
the Congressional Committee, and War, Justice, Navy Devartments on this and
related alien problems. As soon ag Mr. Harrison returas from a short absence
in Seattle, I shall propose to him that we make representations on this
matter to ﬁederal authprities. If hearings are givea Italian and German
aliens, then a fortiori, hearings should be granted Japanese~American
citizens.

L. Your secretary has spent much energy in connection with getting churches
and other nationwide bodies to undertake to find openings in interior states
for one or two families of Japanese to settle, their employment and cordial
reception to be assured by local groups, in many rural and urban communitiesi
The Relocation Authority fully approved the idea until a few days ago, when
anti-Japanese protests from Mountain States (whither numbers of Japanese have
moved voluntarily, but without adequate local sponsors) have caused the
Authority to advise caution. Meanwhile, hundreds of Japanese are stranded

in localities east of the Restricted Area, and if would be a kindness to them
and to the Relocation Authority if private agencies could find them secure
places to settle.

5. Numerous problems of individuals and groups have required consultations
with War Control Authorities, and with private groups. The enclosed article
is one of several written about the evacuation.

Galen M. Fisher
Secretary




Acetivities in 1943
of the

PACIFIC COAST COMMITTEE ON AMERICAN PRINCIPLES AND FAIR PLAY

The Pacific Coast Committee on American Principles and Fair
Play believes that rumours, vicious or merely false generaliza~
tions can best be met by m1ae dissemination of 1nalcputable facts.

A1l releases sent out by the Committee have been thoroughly
documented and measure up to exacting editorial standards.

More than 70,000 pieces of factual material have been dis-
tributed: original releases by the Pacific Coast office and our
Chapter at Pasadena, gove rnment bull‘tins, including statements
from the War Department, D f Justice, and the War Re-
location Authority, repr'atu ”uybllea by the SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE
by LIBERTY magszine and by the Northfield, Minnesota American
Legion Post; and pamphlets issued by coo perating organizations
Sales of the pamphlet, "A Balance Sheet on Ja*aneve Lvuouaflon”
have exceeded 11,000 copies,

Several hundred mimeographed copies of Extracts from
Ben Kuroki's speech of Februar 'y 4, 1944 to the Commonwealth
of San Francicco, have been issued and a printed edition is
to appear. In preiuraulo” is a collection of letters from
nisei soldiers ld Italy, Caucasian american ce€ rvice men who have
seen action in the South Pacific together with an extract from an
editorial by the Commander of bdlL*Q rnia american Legion,
Wm. P. Haughton, (referred to belowl.

The brief folder issued on June 15, 1943, setting forth the
policies of this Committee has been invaluable. Based as those
policies are on the Constitution, and committed to supporting the
"present policies of the War Depurcmen*" but not foregoing the
liverty of criticizing Govermnment policies, they commend themselves
to an increasing number of thoughtful citizens.

Much time has been spent by the staff and by leading members
of the Cownittee in consultations with policy making and opinion
forming persons, both official and civilian. Mirs. Kingman's
vigit to naSanntOﬁ 1.8t summer brought her into close touch with
high government OffiCldlS, some of whom have since then sought her
counsele '
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JULY 28, 1943

Appeal to Reason

The movement to arcuse hatred against persons in the United
States of Japanese ancestry is rapidly getting out of contlrol. The
thing is dangerous. It is a threat to the rights of all minorities; it is
striking down the barriers to race hatred; it is furnishing fuel for
Japanese propaganda against the United Nations in the Far East
¢and for German propaganda against the United Nations in South
America. It has got to be stopped by rational people before it be-
¢omes too big to handle in any peaceful and reasonable fashion.

. .Evidence of such a movement to arouse hatred against the Jap-
anesein this country, both citizen and alien, is abundant: We have
on our desk at this moment @ pamphlet entitled “Slap the Jap'’ put
out.by an organization known as 'The Home Front Commandos."’
The frontespiece bears the legend, "No Jap ‘is now fit 16 associate
with human beings.” It contains this plea:

“Join now and keep the Jap rats out of your hair.

“One-half million Japs in California—Do you want them in
your hair?

“Unless something is'done the ‘Long Hairs’ will put them back
‘on your farm lands, as your neighbors, as your business com-
‘petitors.”

¢ A.clipping on our desk, a column for the Madera News entitled
"‘The Editor's Pink Tea,” reports that most of the ladies clubs of the
country have joined the “Stop-the-Jap” mevement.

xssing through the Chambers of Com-
merce, Americar ons, and cit uncils of the '
that the Japanese, h citizen and , be kept out ¢
not only for the duration of the war but forever after.

The San Francisco Examiner on its editorial page ram a cartoon
of some very repulsive looking Japanese saluting the American
flag with their fingers crossed. It bore the following caption:

“Most of the Japs in the relocation centers, Nisei or not, keep
their fingers crossed when they pledge allegiance to the Amer-
ican flag.

“It is entirely too difficult to tell a good Jap from a bad Jap to
ever take a chance on allowing these enemies freedom any-

where.”

Results of the mounting tide of irrational feeling against people |
of the Japanese race, whatever their background, have been to
undermine ‘the faith of the citizens of Japanese descent in the
democratic principles professed by the land of their birth, to great-
ly impede any satisfactory settlement of the problem of the Jap-
anese in the relocation centers, to arouse widespread disparage-
ment of the rights of citizenship, flagrant attempts to disregard
them altogether, and to. provide fuel to the enemies of the United
States for propaganda maintaining the claims of this country to
be fighting for the freedom of all men and the rights of all minor-
ities are hollow.

This hatred of the people of the Japanese race in the United
States is not simply a manifestation of the national hatred for the
Japanese empire which American soldiers are fighting to destroy.
It has been deliberately fomented for economic reasons. It's great-
est strength is in rural districts, where the Japanese have been
economic competitors to white farmers. Its greatest proponents
have been large farmers in these districts. Hence the insistence
that the Japanese be forbidden to return to the west coast ever.

This, then, is the problem that faces citizens of rational men-
tality and of the more restrained type of patriotism. It is our
thesis here that the problem is particularly the concern of college
students, who belong, for the most part, to the above class of
citizens, It is further our thesis that this class of citizens has a de-
cided responsibility to combat « situation which is becoming an
actual menace to the nation.

Students on this campus have o very good opportunity to help
combat it. The President of the University, Robert Gordon Sproul,
is honorary chairman of an organization formed to meet the situ-
ation known as the “Pacific Coast Committee on American Prin-
ciples and Fair Play."” The Berkeley headquarters of the organiza-
tion is righf outside Sather Gate.

The policies of this committee are as follows:

1. Segregation of all disloyal persons of Japanese ancestry.

2. The protection of the right of loyal Americans of Japanese
ancesiry to serve in the armed forces of the United States.

3. The opportunity for loyal Americans of Japanese ancestry
to resetile in the manner which, in the judgment of the federal
gcovernment, is the best designed to meet the manpower short-
age.

4. Fair play for Americans of Japanese ancestry who are
loyal.

The committee is shortstaffed. Tt needs help. It needs people to
send out form letters, to prepare lists of groups to which material
may be sent, to handle publicity for the program, to compile infor-
mation and facts about the problem, and to perform numerous odd
jobs. But above dll, it needs people to combat as individuals the
virulent propaganda against the Japanese in the United States
with solid facts and intelligent reasoning.

Ygs, this is a plug. We admit it shamelessly. We hereby urge
all interested students to go down to the office of the committee at
2234 Telegraph avenue and volunteer their services for an hour

or two each week, or at least to look over the material which has
been compiled there. We think it would do a lot of good.




JULY 30, 1948

A Consequence

One serious consequence of the violent pro

T oanese race on the basis

~ circulated against persons of the Japcn

paganac Cl rrently

3 Sregts 1 o ot o, M
of their race alone has not been sufficiently emphasizec.

It is gumming up ilfe works of the War Relocation Authority’s
est.

]apanesefAmerican resettlement program in the Middle-W

ing toward the Japcnese-Ame icans has on the whole b
of a much gentler nature in the Middle-West than in the Far West.
In evidence of this, it would be possible to quote editorial com-
ment from Middle-Western newspapers highly
eprint passages from

toward loyal ]Gpanese-/\mericans ond to T
pted in

letters of Japonese-Americans resettled and fully acce
Middle Western communities.

However, the fulminations in the Cadlifornia press and the
activities of such societies as the Order of the Eagles and the
American Legion are scaring the daylights out of the Middle-
‘Westerners. Communities that otherwise would willingly have
accepted small numbers of resetiled Americans of Japanese
ancestry have been inspired with distrust of the Japanese as @

race, and with fear of them as economic competitors.

The "'slap-the-Jap'’ elements in the West Coast states dre not par-
ticularly concerned with what happens to the Japs in the Middle-
West. That doesn't affect their business interests. They just want
to keep them .out of the Pacific Coast, preferably, forever. But
even if they do not intend to make res lement of Japanese-
Americans in the Middle-West impossible, their campaign is
beginning to have that effect.

Unless it is stopped., resettlement of loyal Japonese-Americans
and utilization of their man-power for the war effort may e impos-
sible. And in order that it may be stopped, in order that this
country may treat the Japanese-Americans within its borders in
& fashion worthy of a democratic nation, it is essential that respon-
sible citizens put up a courageous fight against propaganda
attacking the Japanese on d purely racial basis. It is essential
that they do the job the West Coast press has failed to do and |
bring the facts of the Iapanese—An'xerican relocation and resettle-
ment problem before the American people.

For these reasons we again urge interested students, together
with cther responsible and intelligent citizens, to support the
activities of the Pacific Coast Committee on American Principles
and Fair Play, the one organization we know of at the present
time carryingon a counter-campaign against hate-the-Jap move-
ments in the West.

And anyone who is skeptical about the wisdom or importance
of their work, or who wants more information, or who is interested
in lending the group A hand when he has a spare hour or two,
may drop around to the local headquarters at 2234 Telegraph

avenue. He will be welcomed.




AUGUST 23, 1949

Legion vs. Civil Rights

Every part of the American Legion's resolution concerning Japa-
nese adopted at last week's conference was either meaningless
or vicious. ‘

Meaningiess because in most cases action is being taken in |
the matter by proper governmental authorities; or vicious because |
it impinges on civil liberties.

In this resolution the convention advocated Army control of
all Jopanese relocation centers; immediate elimination of all
Japanese from our armed forces; segregation and deportation

of all Japanese known to be disloyal; use of investigated Japa-
eene fom hemn memmele_Assbeida mmemhet arace under fArmy quUDer
vision: immedicate arrest of those Japcmese who ﬁave shown
treason or helped the enemy and a congressional investigation
aimed ot determining a policy of post-war action regarding
Japanese in this country.

Taken point by point the resolution is indicative of the Ameri-
can Legion's policy of discrediting the United States government
and its agencies, and thus reflecting credit on itself.

In regard to Army control of Japanese relocation centers, the
Army guards these camps as offectively as it deems necess
whic be good enough for the Legionnaires.

More important, the Army has exp
charced with the administration of these

civilion cuthoriti i

The Legionnaires’ contention that all Japanese should be im-

medictely “eliminated” from our armed forces is ridiculous.
Lt. Ccl. Sarrant L. Turner, commanding the 100th Infantry Bat-
talion, USA, formed from Americans of Japanese extraction, has
this to sav about his men— “I have never had more whole-
hearied, serious-minded cocperation from any troops thean I
have rece from my present command.”
Segre sn of all Japanese known fc I
Deporation is

between thos

those who fit these qualifications wi
1 exchange for Ame
>ns to labor at the ¢
a minor f its civil libertes
s the protection granted by civil liberties to the
ment granted the freedom to pick and
t a democratic government.
he Legion implied that the government was allowing fraitor-
ous Japanese to remain at large, when actually the FBI began
making investigations and arrests immediately after Pearl
Harbor. Cases of proven Japanese ireason have been few. Col.
Kendall J. Fielder, assistant chief of staff for military intelli-
gence, Hawaiion department, declared—"Having been in
charge of military intelligence aclivities since June 1941, I am
in a positicn to know what has happened. There has been no
known act of sabotage, espionage, or fifth column activities
committed by the Japonese in Hawail, either on or subsequent
to December 7, 1941.”
As for the 1\gressionc
st-war actior

i ha
on ndas re

ill
those not

cesirv—Virainia Bottortf ‘44,




Inside Story of

Special to The Californian

The behind-the-scenes story of
the recent American Legion State
convention in San Francisco re-
veals that the entire membership
did not support the resolution ad-
vocating the violation of the rights
cf American citizens.

The resclution was the rabbit—
pulled-(;ut-of—n—lmt at the “elev-
enth hour” by a small interested
group endeavoring to elect their
candidate to a high legion post.

Packed with emotionalism and
“nationalism” the resolution was
passed by only one-sixth of the

d in bringing t

1e gri

elec

control of Japanese relod

the forced labor of Amel gional

wvlinrcviroviive

Joe Mixer, 44, ASUC president,‘

A will attend the Pacific Southwest |

; Regional YMCA conference to be"
tes in attendance,| held Saturday at Three Rivers, Calif. |

Margaret Dodds 44, YWCA vicei

to prominence. president; Kate Harris '44, YWCA‘

national representative; and Burton |

The resolution which pishop, YMCA president, will also at- ‘
trick was the one calling tend [

War effort participation of the re- |
«“y's”, World Students’ Ser- |

zens of Japanese ancestr] _. < S ; ;

X - vice fund, entertainment of service-
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men by “Y’s” and interest in interna-

through the proper chail

z > : ional affairs wi iscussed @ h

Resoluticns committee, t t affair ‘ 11 be'dlscussed at the |
conference, Mixer said.

sidered and presented to

About 20 representatives from |

for voting. These eight 1 { ! ; !
California and Arizona will attend‘
the meeting.
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sical elimination of the Jz
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The decisions made at the Nation- |
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not work more thar
week, the Labor board
for a Fair Bear wage
basing its statement
faculty report.

The present appeal
raise from the present
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be discussed at Execut
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committee this aftern

Students working f
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month which includes
University fees, books
ASUC membership ai
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SUGGESTION FOR OBTAINING COOPLRATION OF GOVARNMENRT AGLBCIES
IN REINTEGRATIOR OF PERSONS OF JAPANESE ANCLSTRY ON THE WEST COAST

May 20: Announcement by War Lepartment of change of policy

Every effort should be mdue to secure ooper: ition of Gover
Warren., lhere is every reason to belleve Thatl he Will
ement of the Department in thi

¢ .

telephone call from the Commander
Command, immediately pre m ing public announce-
oliec explainir ‘rankl he decision of
ent, shoul we the way for the Governor's

;hout
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is soon as possible after announcement 0l new poliecy, to
precede or follow closely upon date when order becomes effec-
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, ~ Facific Coast Committee on American Principles and Fair Play
August 1, 1944
( Background in Population. Prior to the Spring of 1942, there were

Wil SRR
. 126,947 persons of Japanese ancestry living in theAUnited Sta tes. The

majority of these, 112,353, 1lived on the Pacific Coast with 93,717 in

/3jliforn1a, 4,071 in Vregon, and 14,565 in Washington. The greatest

ban concentragion was found in Los Angeles with 23,321, next Seattle

th 6,975, and then San Francisco with 5,280,

In the rural farming areas, there were 4,527 in Fresno County,
4247 in Monterey County, 6,764 in Sacramento County, and 4,484 in

n Joaquin County. The rest of the Japanese population wag further
attered throughout the state,

After February 19, 1942, when the President issued the proclamation

[1 cluding all persons of Japanese ancestry from designated militar¥

«

O o et o

areas of the Pacific Coasff ll0,0odkﬁersons were moved to assembly

~ centers and la ter to reloca tion camps. These camps were establighed
Y\ the War Relocation Authority in Utah, Arizona, California, Idaho,
Y¥yoming, Colora do, and Arkansas. These persons not included in the

‘. 10,000 had moved to inland citiss prior to the proclamation.

Selected Review of West Coast Newspaper Items in the Past Month

San Bernddino Tele gram, 6-20--- Editoral says relocatees"a potential
enemy." Given opportunity to lie about loyality in order to leave
reloca_tion camps. "Kapanese Americans risk nothing. You risk going to
Jail if you 1lie in your gas application. Surely the bursaucrats are
having a field day."

Fresno, California, Bee, 7-1l. Farm Bureau, Fresno County, adopted

resolution favoring removal of allen or disloyzl Japanese Americans
to Japan; that army take over relocation camps and all Japanese be

removed from Coastal Area.

Los Angel s Herald and Express, 7-11., "Dr." John R. Lechner--"Zapanese
Amerlicans with military experience in our armed forces are used to make

an entering wedge for the breaz kdown of protective regulations"”
he sald addre ssing the Federation of State Bocieties luncheon.




J

o8 Angele g8 Times, Los Angeles Examiner, Log Angeles Herald&E xpress,

Los Angeles Daily News, Burlingame Advance Peoples World and WireServices
carried varying slze stories on Dr. Robert Gordon Sproul's June 29th
statement on "Constitutional Rights of Japanese" in address before

Falr Play Committee in Los Angp]as. Westwood Hills Press carried full

text of speech, as did Rob Wagner's Script. Sproul’'s rema rks had

general distribution and there 1g no record so far of any editorizl or
eplstolary objections in West Coast Newspapers.

Los Angel s Times, 7-9, says "Exclusion Measures signed by fresident
and sponsored by Biddle 1s weak. Advocates the McFarland-Johnson Jap
[T?iProtation Bill, calling for "deportation of 65,000 Japanese Aliens-=

king a total of 85,000 deportees out of 140, 000 in the country."

War News. The 100th Infantry Battalion, composed of Americansg of

Japane se ancestry was awarded the Distfmguished Unit Citation on July 27

Lieut. Gen. Mark W. Clark.,
During this past two wecks, the War Department reported 9 Nisei
o

ldiers killed, 12 wounded and 2 missing in action in recent combat

n Italy front. These men were members of the 442nd Regimental Combat
eam, and the 100th Infantry Battalion,

A delayed dispatch dated July 18 reports that Allan Ohata, a member

a squad of Japanese-Americans who killed 47 Yerma ns near Cerasuolo,
taly, last November was awarded a Distinguished Service Cross on July 18,

and promoted to lieutenant.

Thie past week, 8 silver stars were awarded to Nisel of ghe 100th

Infantry Battalion. Two of these awards were given posthumously.

Sgt. Karl G. Yoneda isg the first Japanese-American soldier

of World War II to win acceptance with the Veteran of Foriegn Wars.

Relocation News. Active program of restoration of evacuees to

normal living outside relocation centers has been moving ste=dily
afead. To date 25,000 evacuees have resettled in normal communities

in all 48 States and the District of Columbia,.




EXHI®IT H

SPECIAL PROGRAM
. for August 1944 - February 1945
of -
PACIFIC COAST COMMITTEE ON AMERICAN PRINCIPLES AND FAIR PLAY

Program for Mobilization of support for War Department in event of re-
daxation of present measures excluding law-abiding persons of .Japanese
ancestry from the West Coast.

~ ; i '

The program of the Pacific Coast Committe on American Prineiples
and Fair Play for the year ' July 1, 1944 to July 1, 1945 will probably
be carried on within two distinet periods of -time, one following the
other and differing in character from the first, This first period
roughly defined, will include the mohths previous to any modifications
of military orders now excluding persons of Japanese ancestry from the
Pacific Coast. The second period will follow such modification. The
length of the first period will depend entirely upon the War Department.
The length of the second period will be largely determined by the vigor
with which we carry out the first part of the program.

Contacts by Committee members and/or staff of Committee‘with community
LBaders in key cities. oimultaneous, parallel action by national reli-
gious and social organizations among their constituents on this Coaste.

Series of Confereneces (12 or 14) in Californisa and.Northwest.

Follow up pregram integrating our specific program with those of other
groups working in the field 6f minorities,

=we000000000==m=

Contacts by Committee members and/or bt&ff.
A llethods sugges%eﬁk
1. enlargement of staff with additional personnel making possible
personal 1ﬁferviéws in many key communities.
2o use of local Committee leaders where possible, supplemented by
d. letllers sent Irom kxecutive office to key persons in various
communities, enlisting their coopération in securing added names
of civic leaders who, with education might be expected to provide
balance in any critical situation.
4, Literature and instructions sent to eonstituents by cooperating
national organizations,
Purpose
L. To ascertain where potential leadership and support is to be
found in the various communities, and to establish identity of
Committee as source of 1nformat10n and suggestions as to procedure
in mobilization of side support of War Department.
a categories of persons to be reached:leaders in following fields:
1) Education 5) Labor
2) Business 63 Social and Fraternal
3) Industry b 7) Patriotie
4) Religion 8) Social Agencies
9) Leaders in War Bond, War Chest, Red Cross, etec.
Full mobilization of support when needed, and basis of possible

list from which participants and leaders might be made available
for fubure conferences.




I

I

Series of Conferences: following preceding plan of making contacts in

varlous communities, it should be relatively gimple to organize and con-

duct a series of conferences, in 12 or more ocritical areas.

A Time: immediately following announcement of change of poliey

B T oge: Public expression of support of War Department and full
ﬁgscusm.on of ways and means of meeting any soelal or economic boy-
cott against returning Japanese Americans.

¢ Partiecipants: 1) conferees drawn from communities, as gsuggested as
Tesult of preceding program promotion.

2) leadership: outstanding persons, either from local
state or rederal level,

Follow u¥ Program: Development of program aimed at gaining recognition

&) e rights of law-abiding persons of Japanese ancestry, recognition

and membership in any Inter-racdalk post war or social planning group in
California.

Berkeley, California
July 13, 1944




NOT FOR PUBLICATION NOR PUBLIC USE

AN APPRAISAL

oF

METHODS AND TECHNIQUES USED BY FAIR PLAY COMMITTEE

Public atiitudes were largely responsible for the evacuation of persons of

Japanese ancestry from the Pacific Coast in 1842, -

A change in public attitudes was largely responsible for their return.

How Was That Change Affected?

1, By convincing the public that mess svacuation did not imply mess guilt,
2, By mobilizing latent support for law-abiding perscns of Japanese ancestry.
S« By urging policy meking groups and individuals $o accept & cormon spproach

based upon the highesi{ American prineciples of justice and fair play,

The Fair Play Coumittes clsims to have had but a small part in the foregoing
acecomplishments. To whataver degree its work has been effective, ii has been due to
the use of certain techniques which were worked out during the four yesrs of the

Committee's existance.

As these techniques were based purposely upon certzin premises (which were

strictly edhered %o at all times ), they sre listed here:

1, Always, but particularly in times of national emergenecy, Americans are
dedicated to the highest motives of patriotism. (This was considered true of
opponents of ihe Committee's work as well as of provouents,)

2. The Imericen Constitution provides the enly scsepiable eriterion of
measurement as 1o the righits of lew-abiding persons within the Uritsd States.

3. National unity is desired by all loyal Ameryicans.

Upon these premisss, the Committee developed a plan whieh called for:

1, Clarification of attéiiudes of the following, re persons of Japanese




ancestry in America.
(a) War Department
{b) Justiece Department

(¢) State Department

2. Allignment in support of those expressed attitudes by:

(a) State officials

(b) Lew enforcement bodies
(¢) Patriotic organizations
{d) Laborx

(e) Management

(f) Bducation

(z) Churches

The chureh leadership on the Pacific Coast has been outspoken in support of the
rights of loyal evacuees. The same c¢an be sald of most of the outstanding educators.
However, the rank and file of the membership of the churches, and of education as a
whole is made up largely of persons whose thinking is as generally prejudiced as the
thinking of persons outside of echurch or sehool,

Lebor, in the early days of evacuation, was generally quiet or openly opposed
%0 receiving Japanese Americens in trade unions. There was little question of em-
ployment, for there were no evacuees present to employ, but Chambers of Commerce were
guite unanimous in opposition to evacuee return,

How were these groups to be persuaded to liberalize their thinking?

Two Alternati ves

1. All out attack on organizations or individuals whose programs or statements

re Jepanese Americsns ecould be interpreted as un-American and/or uneonstitutional,

2, Educational program which would provide doeumsnted material in suppori of

American Principles and Fair Play.




(3)

The BEducational Program was decided upon, together with a decision to try to

develop attitudes which would lead %o action in support of Fair Play.

An important part of any educational program is the decision as %o whom %o
educate,

The Committee tried to eduecate leaders - in Government, Church, Labor, Menage-

ment, and Education. In any community where its members worked, they were urged to

secure the support of recognized community leaders, as most community atti tudes are

deeply influenced by a few outstanding personalities.

Key persons can effect Key situations.

The Committee tried to ses thet Key persons had complete and adequate informa-
tion, Always tsking for granted high patrioctic motive and sincere concern for
civic harmony, the Committee also took it for granted that such motive and concern

would eventually lead to faiy praciice,

That supposition ususlly worked. Where it did not, & little timely prodding

from some other highly thought of commmunity or state leader was usually effective.
The Conmittee stimulated that prodding.

Biucate, and prod to action became the accepted technique of the Committee.

APPRAISAL
Te whatiextent the methods were successful will be deftermined as the future
position of the Wisei is established,
Where less success was met it was due largely to:
1. Lack of personnel.
2. Failure to mobilize available labor support.

3. Lack of integration of work of all groups working on sems problems,




Conclusions:

1, An informed publie will willingly accept informed leadership.
2. The public must be recognized as including all of its component

member parts.

3. leadership in each of the component member parts mmst be utilized.

4. Some dynmamic must be developed which will lead to an ongoing alert-

ness to tension causes, particularly where no emergency exists.




GUIDE POSTS

Prompt Friendliness., Americans of Japanese descent who return to their
TFormer homes will deeply appreciate aid and counsel, particularly during
their first fortnight in the community, It ig certainly a time "to go the
second mile,"

Qrgsnized Protection of Minorities, Disordor growing out of M as against ‘
any unpopular minority is likely to mean loss of property and civic reputation
and even of life, For that reason, “usiness men, farmers and public efficials
alike respond to the idea of forming a Council for Civic Unity, or a fair
Play Committee, such as alrecady is functioning effectively in many larger
cities, Such an organization supports public officials in safeguarding the
rights of minorities, and facilitates incorporating newcomers into community
life,

While clergymen should help start such an organization, or intensify its
activity if it alrendy ecxists, it has bcen found advisable for prominent
laymen to take the helm,

Practical Services., Friendly committees in each neighborhood church or
under the auspices of the citywido organization, might call upon returning
evacuecs and bid them welcome, Unfriendly neighbors should be reminded of
the stotement of Geoneral Pratt, Commanding General of the Western Defense
Commani, which is enclosecd,

If any place cf public accomodation or amusement refuses to serve any re-
turnee or other person, call attention to the State law, which f orbi<-
discrimination, thc nenalty being damages of $100 or rore,

In dealing with individuals or groups who opposc giving civil righ® and
fair treatment to returnees, effcctive appeel can often be made to sal f-
interazst, such as fenr of financial loss on account of vigilante action or
fear of encouraging revival of Ku Klux attacks on other minorities,

Be sure to let public officials know that you and your lay leaders will
actively support them in strict law enforcement,

Enlist the cooperation of local editors and reporters in giving returnees
a square deal, and get influential citizens to write letters to the pross to
counteract hostile statements and actions,

Notify War Relocation Authority of available jobs for rcturnees,

Authorities to be Notified, In case of rumors or reports of trouble involv-
ing Japancse:

-1, Telephone--tho nearest Var Rolocation Authority officer, if there is one
in your vicinity,

Telephone your Sheriff or Chief of Police,
Teclephone the District Attornecy of the County.
If local authorities are lax or indifferent in protecting persons or pro-

party, notify California Attorney General Robert W, Kerny, State Office Build-
ing, San Francisco.

(Pormuilated by Pacific Coast Committce on American Principles and Fair FPlay,
2287 Telegraph Avenus, Berkeley U4, California,)

February, 1945




