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Selective Evacuation of Japanese-American Citizens 

Proposals presented to Lieutenant General John L. D eWitt by the 

Committee on National Security and Pair Play

260 California Street, Room 311, 
San Prancisco, California.
March 9, 19^2.

1. Controlling Principles.
We assume that you are guided by the following prin �

ciples: The maintenance of national security is the  controlling factor in deter�
mining execution of the mandate given you by the Se cretary of War. If, therefore, 
either aliens or citizens living in the most vital military areas constitute a 
military hazard, they should be removed. A  secondar y, but very important factor is 
to keep the infringement of the civil rights of cit izens to the lowest possible 
minimum, and to base it on military necessity, not on race or any other considera�
tion.

2. Objective of our Proposals,

We desire to aid you in applying the foregoing 
principles by suggesting methods of discriminating between those citizens of Japan�
ese parentage (nisei) who do and do not constitute a military hazard.

3. Alternative Methods.

Method A. Let all Nisei be given the opportunity of  being 
examined as to their loyalty or disloyalty by Heari ng Boards in the communities 
where they now reside. The appeal Boards of the Sel ective Service appear to be 
made to order for this purpose. If the number of Ap peal Boards were insufficient, 
additional similar Boards could be set up through l ocal Councils of Civilian De�
fense or Boards of Education. The judgement of the Hearing Boards could be made 
subject to review of whatever authority you mi^it d esignate. Examinees would appear 
voluntarily and have the privilege of bringing witn esses,

We urge that the evacuation of Nisei from other tha n the most vital areas 
be deferred until after they have been examined. Th e process could be completed in 
six weeks at the outside, as shown by this calculat ion: assuming that half of the 
Nisei, or lj0,000, are minors who would elect to ac company their alien parents, and 
that 10,000 adult Nisei would prefer to be evacuate d without examination, the’re�
maining 35 or ^0 thousand could be examined within five or six weeks, if each of 
100 Boards passed on an average of ten or twelve ca ses a day.

Method B. If, however, you deem it quite unwise to defer the evacuation 
of Nisei from all of Military Area No. 1, then let them all be examined at the Re�
ception Camps as soon as possible, and let those wh o are found to be above suspicion 
released. This method seems to us to have two serio us drawbacks: (l) the great 
expense and difficulty involved in setting, up comp etent Boards at distant Camps and 
in summoning witnesses; and (2) the breaking up of the living arrangements and 
occupational connections of examinees.

Some General Considerations.

The proposed evacuation of the entire group of 
Nisei, but of no other group of citizens, apparentl y on the basis of race, is al�
ready embittering some of them and making them turn  a ready ear to communist and 
other subversive ideas. It is also causing acute di stress to many white citizens 
like ourselves who are concerned over every violati on of the democratic principles 
for which we are fighting.



� � �� �

Since the lisei are full-fledged American citizens b y virtue of hirth and 
upbringing in this country, certainly they should h e given not less consideration 
than German and Italian aliens, sympathetic as we a re with those among them who are 
thoroughly loyal to democratic ideals.

Furthermore, the indiscriminate evacuation of Nisei  citizens will in our 
judgement, weaken rather than strengthen the civic morale which is an essential 
element in national security during the war and of national unity after the war.

• We are deeply sensible of the weight of responsib ility resting upon you 
and desire to do all in our power to help you disch arge it. Only in that spirit do 
we venture to lay these proposals before you.

Dr. Henry F. Grady, Chairman

(and names and positions of Vice-Chairmen)

X X X X X X  X

11 EL Sueno,

Orinda, California, 
March 7, 19^2.

Note to Vice-Chairmen:

The above memorandum has been authorized by Dt*, Gr ady and re�
vised in consultation with Dr. Deutsch. It is to be  given to General 
DeWitt at an interview to be held with him (or his aide, Colonel Magill, 
Director of Evacuation) by representatives of our C ommittee.

If you have any criticisms, please let me hear from  you by 
telephone or letter.

Dr. Grady conferred with Colonel Magill, Thomas Cla rk, and 
other officials concerned on March 6, and believes that this memorandum 
and the proposed interview with General DeWitt may not be in vain.

Galen M» Fisher,
Office telephone - YUkon ���� Secretaiy.
Residence telephone - Orinda ����



Selective Evacuation of Japanese-American Citizens 

Proposals presented to Lieutenant General John L. D eWitt hy the 

Committee on National Security and Fair Play

�	� California Street, Room 311, 
San Francisco, California.
March 9, 19*42.

1. Controlling Principles.
We assume that you are guided by the following prin �

ciples: The maintenance of national security is the  controlling factor in deter�
mining execution of the mandate given you by the Se cretary of War. If, therefore, 
either aliens or citizens living in the most vital military areas constitute a 
military hazard, they should be removed. A  secondar y, but very important factor is 
to keep the infringement of the civil rights of cit izens to the lowest possible 
minimum, and to base it on military necessity, not on race or any other considerat�
i on .

2. Objective of our Proposals.

We desire to aid you in applying the foregoing 
principles by suggesting methods of discriminating between those citizens of Japan�
ese parentage (nisei) who do and do not constitute a military hazard.

3. Alternative Methods.
Method A. Let all Nisei be given the opportunity of  being 

examined as to their loyalty or disloyalty by Heari ng Boards in the communities 
where they now reside. The appeal Boards of the Sel ective Service appear to be 
made to order for this purpose. If the number of Ap peal Boards were insufficient, 
additional similar Boards could be set up through l ocal Councils of Civilian De�
fense or Boards of Education. The judgement of the Hearing Boards could be made 
subject to review of whatever authority you mi^it d esignate. Examinees would appear 
voluntarily and have the privilege of bringing witn esses,

We urge that the evacuation of Nisei from other tha n the most vital areas 
be deferred until after they have been examined. Th e process could be completed in 
six weekb at the outside, as shown by this calculat ion: assuming that half of the 
Nisei, or 140,000, are minors who would elect to ac company their alien parents, and 
that 10,000 adult Nisei would prefer to be evacuate d without examination, the re�
maining �� or �� thousand could be examined within five or six week s, if each of 
100 Boards passed on an average of ten or twelve ca ses a day.

Method B. If, however, you deem it quite unwise to defer the evacuation 
of Nisei from all of Military Area No. 1, then let them all be examined at the Re�
ception Camps as soon as possible, and let those wh o are found to be above suspicion 
released. This method seems to us to have two serio us drawbacks: (l) the great 
expense and difficulty involved in setting up compe tent Boards at distant Camps and 
in summoning witnesses; and ( �) the breaking up of the living arrangements and 
occupational connections of examinees,

14. Some General Considerations.

The proposed evacuation of the entire group of 
Nisei, but of no other group of citizens, apparentl y on the basis of race, is al�
ready embittering some of them and making them turn  a ready ear to communist and 
other subversive ideas. It is also causing acute di stress to many white citizens 
like ourselves who are concerned over every violati on of the democratic principles 
for which we are fighting.



Since the lisei are full-fledged American citizens b y virtue of birth and 
upbringing in this country, certainly they should b e given not less consideration 
than German and Italian aliens, sympathetic as we a re with those among them who are 
thoroughly loyal to democratic ideals.

Furthermore, the indiscriminate evacuation of Nisei  citizens will in our 
judgement, weaken rather than strengthen the civic morale which is an essential 
element in national security during the war and of national unity after the war.

We are deeply sensible of the weight of responsibil ity resting upon you 
and desire to do all in our power to help you disch arge it. Only in that spirit do 
we venture to lay these proposals before you.

Dr. Henry F. Grady, Chairman

(and names and positions of Vice-Chairmen)

X X X X X X X

11 El Sueno,

Orinda, California. 
March 7, ��̂ �.

Note to Vice-Chairmen:

The above memorandum has been authorized by Dr, Gra dy and re�
vised in consultation with Dr. Deutsch. It is to be  given to General 
DeWitt at an interview to be held with him (or his aide, Colonel Magill, 
Director of Evacuation) by representatives of our C ommittee.

If you have any criticisms, please let me hear from  you by 
telephone or letter.

Dr* Grady conferred with Colonel Magill, Thomas Cla rk, and 
other officials concerned on March 6, and believes that this memorandum 
and the proposed interview with General DeWitt may not be in vain.

Galen M« Fisher,
Office telephone - YCkon 1570 Secretary.
Residence telephone - Orinda ����



2éO Califcrnia Street, Room 311,
San Francisco, California.
March || 1942

1* Controlling BrineIplea.

We assume that you are guided by the foHewing prin�
ciples; The maintenance of national security is the  controlling factor in deter�
mining execution of the mandate given you by the Se cretary of War. If, therefore, 
either aliens or citizens living in the most vital military areas constitute a 
military hazard, they should be removed. A  secondar y, but very important factor is 
to keep the infringement of the civil rights of citizens to the lowest possible mini�
mum, and to base it on military necessity, not on r ace or any other consideration.

2* Objective of our Proposals.

We desire to aid you in applying the foregoing 
principles by suggesting methods of discriminating between those citizens of 
Japanese parentage {Nisei) who do and do not consti tute a military hazard.

3. Alternative Methods.

Method A. Let all Hisei be given the opportunity 
of being examined as to their loyalty or disloyalty  by Hearing Boards in the com�
munities where they new reside. The Appeal Boards o f the Selective Service appear 
to be made to order for this purpose. If the number  of Appeal Boards were insuf�
ficient, additional similar Boards could be set up through local Councils of 
Civilian Defense or Boards of Bducation. The judgme nt of the Hearing Boards could 
be made subject t© review of whatever authority you  might designate. Examinees 
would appear voluntarily and have the privilege of bringing witnesses.

We urge that the evacuation of Nisei from other 
than the most vital areas be deferred until after t hey have been examined. The 
process could be completed in six weeks at the outside, as shown by this calcula�
tion! Assuming that half of the Nisei are minors wh o would elect to accompany their 
alien parents, and that 5 or 10 thousand adult Nise i would prefer to be evacuated 
without examination, the remaining 20 or 25 thousan d could be examined within five 
or six weeks, if each of 100 Boards passed on avera ge of ten or twelve cases a day.

Method B. tf | however, you deem it quite unwise to 
defer the evacuation of Nisei from all of Military Area No* 1, then let them all be 
examined at the Reception Camps as soon as possible , and let those who are found to 
be above suspicion be released. This method seems t o us to have two serious draw�
backs: (1) the great expense and difficulty involve d in setting up competent Boards 
at distant Camps and in summoning witnesses; and (2 ) the breaking up of the living 
arrangements and occupational connections of examin ees.



-  V l  Some General Considerations.
..  ........  The proposed evacuation of the entire group| of

Siée!# but of no other group of citizens* apparently on the basis of race* is al- 
*r#*dy embittering some of them and making them tur n a ready ear to Communist and 
other subversive ideas. It is also causing aefete d istress to many white citizens 
like ourselves who are concerned over every violati on of the democratic principles 

for ifcloh we are fighting.

Since the Nisei are full-fledged American citizens by virtue of birth and 
upbringing in this country, certainly they should b e given not less consideration 
than German and Italian aliens, sympathetic as we a re with those among them who are 

thoroughly loyal to demooratic ideals.

Furthermore, the indiscriminate evacuation of Nisei  citizens will, in our 
judgment, weaken rather than strengthen the civic morale, which is an essential 
element in national security during the war and of national unity after the war.

We are deeply sensible of the weight of responsibil ity resting upon you, 
and desire to do all in our power to help you disch arge it. Only in that spirit 

do we venture to lay these proposals before you.
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Memorandum to Colonel W* !>• Maglll, J*«

��  ��!�"������������

F r o w s t  Marshal and Director of Evacuation

Confiaitte ©% Galen M» Fisher9 Member of the R a t i o n a l  Council of the Y. "S.
0« A* and President of the Board of Trustees of the  Pacifie School of  
Religion; Gordon Chapman, Superintendent of Presbyt erian Japanese  
Missions; C* A* Richardson, Board of Missions of th e Methodist Church,  
Rev York; G* Doubleday, American Friends * Service Corsait tee; F* H #  
Smith, Superintendent of the Pacific Japanese Confe rence of the Metho�
dist church and Pacific Coast representative of the  Home Missions  
Council of Sortis America*

General Purpose# iggHUft M & m  ~ v

Our general purpose Is to be of any assistance poss ible to the West�

ern Defence Commend In the execution of whatever me asures of evacua�

tion may ultimately be deemed necessary after full consideration of  

all the factors involved* our primary competence is  in connection  

only with the Japanese residents on the Pacific Coa st«

X« We offer the facilities and staffs of our Protes tant Churches to aid  

in sifting the loyal from the disloyal among the Ja panese by means of  

Hearing Boards set up by the Army« Specifically we offer 80 church  

buildings and capable Interpreters« We can furnish SO white men, 10  

white women and 300 or more eltisens of Japanese pa rentage* These  

persons can assist the evacuees during the period o f preparation  

�� for removal, and in the various localities to which  the evacuees  

may go, and on the Journey thither* Many of the ali en Japanese do  

not readily understand English, se that the aid of Americans who  

speak their language, and who understand the instru ctions laid down  

by the Army, should greatly help to prevent friction e nd mistakes«

We believe these Hearing Boards might well consist of one Army of�

ficer and two reputable civilians« In examining the  aliens one of  

the civilians might be a person well acquainted wit h the Japanese  

\ language end character« In the case of the Americ an-born one of the

#��$���%"� ������� ���&�� '"� '()*
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Board might be a  local school teacher aa thay know these Japan�

ese«* Americans better than any other white America n« we believe  

that 80 or 100 such Boards eould handle the whole o f the Japanese  

population on the Coast in a few weeks#

In this connection it may be pertinent to observe t hat many of the  

alien Japanese would have long before this have bec ome citizens  

had we allowed them the privilege of natural 1 stat ion* We believe  

they are not likely to resent evacuation* provided it is well  

planned and considerately executed* But the citizen s of Japanese  

ancestry are likely to feel deeply resentful i f  the y* as full-  

fledged American cltIsons arc evacuated as a whole*  because of  

their racial connection* On the other hand* they wi ll as a rule*  

cheerfully abide by the findings of the authorities  if evacuation  

. or i n te rment  is based on impartial investigation such as the F.

IB« I** supplemented by Hearing Boards would carry out« The indis�

criminate evacuation of ”Nisei” is almost certain t o drive some  

of them into disloyalty during the war* and into tr ouble-m&king  

after the war« It would also go far to Justify the claim of the  

Japanese Government propaganda that Japan is the pr otector of the  

colored races against the Intolerance and discrimin ation of  

America and England*

11« We offer our assistance in the care of those wh o must be moved  

from danger zones* our churches end pastors have pl ayed a large  

part in caring for the Japanese already evacuated f rom Alameda*  

Watsonville* Monterey and Terminal Island« We sugge st the follow-  

| ing definite places s;^.

Mr« Boubledvy* a * F. s ,  0« Owens Valley
(As a committee we know nothing of the merits of th is place)

�� �

Mr*lusher* the so-called Koromatsu plan«
This embraces 60*000 acres of Santa Fe land near Al buquerque*

& K l l !  i w*n .



Hanford* 10 families and 50 workers (agrloultural)  

Cortes, 39J|gtfli ; • ' ™

Dr *  s m i ^
l 00 workers  
250 'I 0

'(

<|

���
850 II •

* (Gov* Help)

Delano* jjSfc* 20  
Bakersfield 10  
tfilibd 50
Mesa» Aria* 10  
I iOoal8|0sl« 10  
Newcastle 10  
Marysville 10  
Sonoma Co* 20  
Hood R*,0re 20  
Salem, ore 10  
Caldwell»Ida 50  
Wap ato »Wash 25  
Spokane»" 20

" 2 0  * 
�� ���� ��
�� ���� �� �

a
it

* (Gov* Help)

a«

an
Hi
nn
9»n

• SO -i*
+ , - � +

» 6 0  «
* ?! 6 0  -2! «

« 5 0  *
« 2 0  «
* 1 0 0 1 « «  
« 5 0  «
�	������	�

n
«
«

»
«•
n
«
H
n

railway

IV*

i

If mass evacuation la deeded neeeaaary we offer our  personal as-  

sistance to keep up s w a l e *  to provide religious and  moral gold»  

ane@j| and to help in education till the public sch ool system can  

function* For this service we offer 40 shite missio naries* Mil  

and women* and 80 Japanese Christian pastors* He ar e authorised  

to offer th© aid of « r  inter-denoul national Home M issions Conn�

ell* She Rational Boards of our various churches ©a n supply sever�

al experts In agriculture* education* and ©osamunit y planning who  

w i n  cooperate with the Federal and state authoritie s in flunking  

adequate plans for settlement* on© aspect of their service would  

he to secure thb friendly cooperation of the existi ng and social  

agencies in th© neighborhood of the new settlements *

General Considerations*

A* As Christian workers with many years of easpwien oe among Jap�
anese both here and abroad we believe that thousand s of loyal  
Japanese can bo selected free those resident in ^  p ^ ^  w t e s ^ *  
2h© doubtful and suspicious Should be classed with the disloyal*

B* We believe that a mass evacuation of women* chil dren and the



aged is not necessary except Srm.  the Class A «41it«py »on»«*
|5 |  la of course potsiblo for ths Army to place the  115*000 Italian*  

72*000 carman 35*000 Japan«»» «liana in California on trains  
transport than to a distant place* but tls oaro of tot aumy  

elderly people would be very difficult if they are uprooted* see n  
the l number evacuated from fe rolti&l island create d a great  
problem In Los Angelos *

C*& Mass evacuation would r e n  It In tremendous leas  In the quantity  
of foodstuffs produced In California when we need f ood as never  
before* Crops already planted could not be tended* Harold J*Ryan*  
Las Angeles county agricultural oaaaissloner report s that of the  
county*« 40*000 acre« of produce farmlands» the Jap anese operate  
25*600 acres* Of the 1172 Japanese farmers* 533 are  s l i m s  and  
619 are eltlsen Japanese*

D# Wholesale evacuation would result In great losse s to property*  
Orchards and vineyards which have required years to  develop would  
be greatly damaged in one critical month without ca re* Chickens  
and animals would starve* Stocks of perishable good s would rot*  
Bouses by the ̂thousand would stand vacant*

&• To evacuate Japanese alone would create exceedingly d ifficult  
international problems In both Asia and Europe* Dis crimination  

. Is dynamite» su.ny white Americans believe that B ail' Safi fascist  
aliens are a greater menace than Japanese*

P* England has found the licensing or Identification c ard system
satisfactory In controlling her aliens* Even Hawaii  does not con«  
aider mass evacuation*

G* The morale of our 80*000 Jap ana se~ Amor lc an d t l sena  would be  
greatly injured if not oorapletely destroyed* Sever al thousand  
have responded gladly to the draft* Parents are pro ud to have  
their sons in our Army* It is well to remember too that the hearts  
ef the fathers are with their seas and not with the ir nephews in  
the Japanese Army*

if* 1 We believe that the hysteria for mass evacuat ion Is largely engen»  
dared by politicians* by scheming o&rpet-b&ggera wh o hope to pro«  
fit by forced sales and by thoughtless and  irrespon sible people  
of «home California has its full share*

1* The F* B* 1* has already apprehended several tho usand alien Japan»  
ese and without doubt already has the most dangerou s element in  
detention*

J* There has been Information supplied to American Intelligence 3er~
| vices by the 2nd generation young people to an ex tent not known to  

the general public* This can be proved by checking with the proper  
officials*

�
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K# “Nisei" in Colleges sad Essential Posts»

A  o> nsiderable number of “Nisei” are studying in t bs eolleges mod  

universities of the Coast« A few others are renderi ng technical  

service in the teaching of Japanese to groups of A m y  and Navy of*  

fleers# and translating for the of flee of Coordina tor of Information«  

In the ease of the students» it might be possible t o arrange with  

the academic authorities# and with the Internationa l House at Bar*  

keley# to exercise such close supervision as w> uld  practically elimi�

nate whatever risk of espionage or sabotage might b e feared from leav�

ing such groups near the coastal areas» At each col lege the “Nisei”  

could be concentrated In one or a few houses# and p laced under close  

restraint»

h# Preparatory Planning»

Ihe best way to e&lm the fears of the evacuees and to make them wil�

ling cooperators in their evacuation will be for th e A m y  to formu�

late# and them to announce comprehensive plans for all the major  

problems involved# such as transportation# custody of property# medi�

cal care enroute and afterward# specific areas avai lable for settle�

ment# agricultural and other advisors available# Go vernment loans  

for development and equipment# housing# allowances for tempdrary  

maintenance« We understand that such complex and ex tensive under�

takings will require time to plsn# but there is no doubt that If

the evacuees were given at the outset assurances th at thorough plans  
are to be made# their anxieties would be allayed# a nd possible pas�
sive resistance would be replaced by cheerful coope ration« Such  
planning would also go far to put a stop to the ext reme demands be�
ing made# by certain politicians and pressure group s, which threaten  
to Issue in vigilante action unless checked.

i
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Inter im Report of Secretary to

260 California Street 
San Francisco 
April Uy 194-2

Vice-chairmen of Committee on Nat5.onal Security an d Fair Play

1. Upon Dr. Grady*s departure on Government mission  to India, Mr. Maurice 

E. Harrison kindly consented to serve as Acting Cha irman.

2. Hearings for Japanese. Mr. Harrison and Mr. Jess e Steinhart, after due 
study, decided it would be futile to pursue this ef fort further, as far as 
the Army authorities were concerned. Civil official s have told the secretary 
that it might be well to petition the Relocation Au thor i ty for Hearings at 
Reception Centers, after evacuation has been mostly  completed. Several vice- 
chairmen consulted favor doing something of this ki nd in order to conserve 
constitutional rights, and also to enable the Japan ese to remove the stigma 

attaching to them by the evacuation.

3. The Preliminary Report of the Tolan Committee is ^out, and a copy has been 
requested for you. Among its recommendations (p. 26 ) No. 6 sa^ys: 11A system 
of hearing boards should be constituted by the Dire ctor of the War Resettle�
ment Board with representatives of local and Federa l agencies, with the con�
currence of the Military authorities, to issue cert ificates for all Italian 
and German aliens whose loyalty can be established beyond reasonable doubt.” 
It therefore appears to be wise for this Committee to give its support to 
this recommendation. Consultations are now in progr ess at Washington among 
the Congressional Committee, and War, Justice, Navy  Departments on this and 
related alien problems. As soon as Mr. Harrison ret urns from a short absence 
in Seattle, I shall propose to him that we make rep resentations on this 
matter to federal authorities. If hearings are give n Italian and German 
aliens, then a fortiori, hearings should be granted  Japanese-American 

citizens.

Your secretary has spent much energy in connection with getting churches 
and other nationwide bodies to undertake to find op enings in interior states 
for one or two families of Japanese to settle, thei r employment and cordial 
reception to be assured by local groups, in many ru ral and urban communities* 
The Relocation Authority fully approved the idea un til a few days ago, when 
anti-Japanese protests from Mountain States (whithe r numbers of Japanese have 
moved voluntarily, but without adequate local spons ors) have caused the 
Authority to advise caution. Meanwhile, hundreds of  Japanese are stranded 
in localities east of the Restricted Area, and if w ould be a kindness to them 
and to the Relocation Authority if private agencies  could find them secure 

places to settle.

5. Numerous problems of individuals and groups have  required consultations 
with War Control Authorities, and with private grou ps. The enclosed article 

is one of several written about the evacuation.

Galen M. Fisher 
Secretary



Activities in 1943  
of the

PACIFIC COAST COMMITTEE ON AMERICAN PRINCIPLES AND FAIR PLAY

The Pacific Coast Committee on American Principles an d^Fair  
Play believes that rumours, vicious or merely false gen eraliza�
tions can best be met by wide dissemination of indis putable facts*

All releases sent  
documented and measure

out by the Committee have been thoroughly  
up to exacting editorial standards.

than 70,000 pieces of factual material have been dis�
tributed: original releases by the Pacific Coast of fice and our  
Chapter at Pasadena, government bulletins, including  statements  
from the War Department, Department of Justice, and th e War Re�
location Authority, reprints supplied by the SAN FR ANCISCO CHRONICLE 
by LIBERTY magazine and by the Northfield, Minnesota American  
Legion Post; and pamphlets issued by cooperating orga nizations.
Sales of the pamphlet, T,A Balance Sheet on Japanes e Evacuation”  
have exceeded 11,000 copies*

Several hundred mimeographed copies of Extracts fro m 
Sgt. Ben Kuroki1s speech of February 4, 1944 to the Co mmonwealth  
Club of ¿an Francisco, have been issued and a printed e dition is  
soon to appear. In preparation is a collection of le tters from  
nisei soldiers in Italy, Caucasian American service men wh o have  
seen action in the South Phcific together with an ext ract from an  
editorial by the Commander of California American Legi on,
Wm. P. Haughton, (referred to below).

The brief folder issued on June 15, 1943, setting for th the  
policies of this Committee has been invaluable. Based as  those  
policies are on the Constitution, and committed to suppor ting the  
"present policies of the War Department” but not fo regoing the  
liberty of criticizing Government policies, they com mend themselves  
to an increasing number of thoughtful citizens.

Much time has been spent by the staff and by pleading members  
of the Committee in consultations with policy making^an d opinion  
forming persons, both official and civilian. M r s . Kin gmanTs 
visit to Washington l.,st summer brought her into cl ose touch with  
high government officials, some of whom have since the n sought her  
counsel*

Hundreds of requests for information have come from  far and  
near, some of them requiring considerable investigation. Ma ny  
letters have been written and conferences attended t o speed the  
release and relocation of eligible evacuees. Chapte rs of the  
Committee are operating at Pasadena, Fresno, Seattle, Long Beach,  
Santa Barbara, and are in process of formation in Los Angeles.



Less formal groups are working at Portland, Oakland a nd Berkeley,,  
and in many colleges and universities up and down the coas t. Led  
■ fry Mrs r- Maynard Force Thayer, the Pasadena Chapter  has clone vali�
ant service. TIMS carried a story of her triumphant encounter  
with Chairman Gannon of the State .assembly Committe e on the Japan�
ese problem.

The barometer of tolerance toward the evacuees is sti ll low  
on the Coast, and the opposition is still vehement and unscru pu�
lous. The crusade is being carried east of .one Sierras, especi�
ally into the inter in oun ta in 3’cates. On the other hand, ohere are  
unmistakeable signs of a rising barometer, among whic h the most  
noticeable have been the ovation given Sgt . fur. okiT s spec oh by the  
600 men at the Commonwealth Club luncheon, and the foll owing  
declaration by Commander naughton, in the CALIFORNIA L EGIONNAIRE 
of February 15, 1944.

tTThe American Legion has pledged its confidence in and  
its full support of our army and navy. Numerous person s of  
Japanese ancestry are now serving with the armed force s of  
our country on the battle fronts, and according to aj.1 re�
ports, are serving valiantly and well.

uWe salute all man and women who love this country enou gh  
to fight and, if needs be, die for it. Every person go od  
enough to fight for us is entitled to our respect and  equal  
protection under the Constitution.”

Our contention that loyalty among our Americans of J apanese  
ancestry can ana will be recognized by-fair minded p ersons, is  
slowly —  too slowly it is. true, being proven. The recor d of ̂  
the American Japanese battalion in Italy has been well  publicized  
and will add to the balance of straight thinking.

We hold to our confidence that the United otates Governm ent  
is lending every effort to provide a decent solutio n to this un�
precedented problem.

Our task ahead lies in an increasing effort to expedite that  
program as it develops and to create an acceptance by the West  
Coast public of a more truly American attitude in our dea ling  
with law-abiding persons even though they bt member s Oj. an unpop  
ular minority.

— oooOOQooo--
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The movement to arouse hatred against persons in the United 

States of Japanese ancestry is rapidly getting out of control. The 
j thing is dangerous. It is a threat to the rights of all minorities; it is 
J striking down the barriers to race hatred; it is furnishing fuel for 
j Japanese propaganda against the United Nations in the Far East 
| and for German propaganda against the United Nations in South 
j America;. It has got to be stopped by rational people before it be/ 
J comes, too big to handle in any peaceful and reasonable fashion.

. Evidence of such a movement to arouse hatred against, the Jap�
anese in this oountry, both citizen and alien,, is abundant,* We have 

1 en our desk at this moment a pamphlet entitled '‘Slap the Jap'' put 
| out/by an organization known as "The Home Front Commandos.'' 
j The frontespiece bears the legend, "No lap is now fit to associate/ 
j with human beings." It contains this plea:/. .n /, J / /, U . � � �  .

"Join now and keep the Jap rats out of your hair.

| .* "One5half million Japs in California—5Do you want them in 
your hair? . . n.5J 5y,.5 bnv 5 5u rv>

"Unless something is done the ‘Long Hairs' will put them back 
( on your farm lands, as your neighbors, as your business com5 
� petitors."

� A clipping on our desk, a column for the Madera News entitled 
! "The Editor's Pink Tea," reports that' most of the ladies clubs of the j 
j country have joined/the "Stop/the/Jap" movement.

1 . A wave of resolutions is passing through/the Chambers .of Com/1 
imerce, American Legions, and city councils of the state urging ; 
j that the Japanese, both citizen and alien, be. kept out of California 
j not only for the duration of the war but forever after.

| ' 'The San Francisco Examiner on its editorial page rOn a cartoon 
j df some very repulsive looking Japanese saluting the American ; 
j flag with their fingers crossed. It bore the following caption: 

i "Most of the Japs in the relocation centers, Nisei or not, keep ;
; their fingers crossed when they pledge allegiance to the Amer5 
I icon flag.

"It is entirely too difficult to tell a good Jap from a bad Jap to ! 
ever take a chance on allowing these enemies freedom any5 j 

i where."

Results of the mounting tide of irrational feeling against people f 
J of the Japanese race, whatever their background, have been to 
| undermine /the faith of the citizens of Japanese descent in the j 
j democratic principles professed by the land of their birth, to great/ j 
! ly impede any satisfactory settlement of the problem of the Jap/1 
j anese in the relocation centers, to arouse widespread disparage/1 
i ment of the rights of citizenship, flagrant attempts to disregard j 

them altogether, and to/ provide fuel to the enemies of the United 
j States for propaganda maintaining the claims of this country to 1 
| be fighting for the freedom of all men and the rights of all minor/ j 
ities are hollow.

This hatred of the people of the Japanese race in the .United!
I States is not simply a manifestation of the national hatred for the I 
Japanese empire which American soldiers are fighting to destroy.;

| Itjicfs been deliberately fomented for economic reasons. It;s great/K 
j est . strength is in rural districts, where the, Japanese have been 
I economic competitors to white farmers. Its greatest proponents;
: have been large farmers in these districts. Hence the insistence 
j that the Japanese be forbidden to return to the west .coast ever.

Hus, then, is the problem that faces citizens of rational men5 
tality and of the more restrained type of patriotism. It is our 

* thesis here that the problem is particularly the concern of college 
students, who belong, for the most part, to the above class of 
citizens. It is further our thesis that this class of citizens has a de�
cided responsibility to combat a situation which is becoming an 
actual menace to the nation.

Students on this; campus; have a very good opportunity'to help 
combat it, The President of the University, Robert Gordon Sproul, 
is honorary chairman of an organization formed to meet the situ�
ation known as the "Pacific Coast Committee on American Prin�
ciples and Fair Play." The Berkeley headquarters of the organiza�
tion is nghf outside Sather Gate.

The policies of this committee are as follows:

1. Segregation of all disloyal persons of Japanese ancestry.

2. The protection of the right of loyal Americans of Japanese 
ancestry to serve in the armed forces of the United States.

* 3* °?P°1rtumtY ior loYal Americans of Japanese ancestry 
to resettle in the manner which, in the judgment of the federal 
government, is the best designed to meet the manpower short5

�������		 PlaY ���� Americans of Japanese ancestry who are

' %  committee is shortstaffed. It needs help. It needs people to 
send put form letters, to prepare lists of groups to which material 

. maybe sentto handle publicity for the program, to compile infS/ 
°nĉ iacts^°y t the problem, and to perform numerous odd 

jobs But above all it needs people to combat as/individuals the 
vimlen propaganda against the Japanese in the United States 
with solid facts and intelligent reasoning. aies

w thif ft Plug. We admit it shamelessly. We hereby urge 
?9L4 ftrf S ed sludents to go down to the office of the committee at 
2234 Telegraph avenue and volunteer their services for an hour 
or two each week, erat least to look over the material which has 
been compiled there. We think it would do a lot of good.
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Every part of the American Legion's resolution concerning Japa�

nese adopted at last week's conference was either meaningless

OI Meaningless because in most cases action is being takenin 
the matter by proper governmental authorities; or vicious becau

11 1 this resolution the convention advocated Army control of j 
all Japanese relocation centers; immediate eiimmation of all 
Japanese from our armed forces; segregation and deportation 
of cril Japanese known to be disloyal; use of investigated Japa5

Ŝon* immediate arrest of those Japanese who have shown 
treason or helped the enemy and a congressional investigation 
ST ed a, determining a policy of poet5war act,on regarding ;

’Taton P oL ffy  “ ¿e resolution is indicative of the Ameri / ; 
cd  Legion's p o l l? of discrediting the United States government ,̂ 

n �  it«; acrencies and thus reflecting credit on itself.
In regard to Army control of Japanese relocation, centers, the; 

Army ^ards these camps as effectively as it deems necessary/
which should be good enough for the Legionnaires. j
W More important, the Army has expressed no desire to � �  

charged with the administration of these camps. It has had no! |  
quarrel with civilian authorities. Since there was no blanket 
charge of treason against the Japanese/Americans and they c°u % : 
not be considered enemy aliens, the affair was p aeed m civih ; 
hands'There was and is no need of burdening the. Army of the|  
United States with a home front matter when it is busily engaged, , 

on the fighting fronts. „ . . ,  , .The Legionnaires'contention that all Japanese should be � k

mediately "eliminated" from our armed forces is ridiculous. | 
Lt. Col. Sarrant L. Turner, commanding the 100th Infantry Bat�
talion, USA, formed from Americans of Japanese extraction, has 
this to say about his men— "I have never had more whole�
hearted, serious5minded cooperation from any troops than i
have received from my present command. i
Segregation of all Japanese known to be disloyal has alrea yj 

been accomplished. Deporation is a harder matter A  happy j/ 
medium has to be struck between those Japanese who wan toj 
go and those whom the Japanese government will accept. All ot 
those who fit these qualifications will be sent back on the Swedis | 
liner Gripsholm in exchange for American prisoners ot war.

Forcing American citizens to labor at the point of a gun is mam/, 
festly unconstitutional. Depriving a minority of its ‘civil iibertes 
endangers the protection granted by civil liberties to the majority.
A  government granted the freedom to pick and choose its favor�

ites isn't a democratic government. . ' ..
The Legion implied that the government was allowing traitor�

ous Japanese to remain at large, when actually the FBI began 
making investigations and arrests immediately after Pearl 
Harbor. Cases of proven Japanese treason have been few. Col. 

i  Kendal1 J. Fielder, assistant chief of staff for military mtelli5 
! gence, Hawaiian department, declared—"Having been in 

charge of military intelligence activities since June 1941, I am 
in a position to know what has happened. There has been no 

I known act of sabotage, espionage, or fifth column activities 
I committed by the Japanese in Hawaii, either on or subsequent 

I to December 7, 1941."
As for the congressional investigation aimed at determining a 

¡policy of post/war action regarding Japanese in this country—we
! think the Legion has really hit upon something. ; ■

But if .that investigating committee is influenced by men such as,|  
those who have propounded the above resolution, its decision j 
! against the Japanese will be only the beginning of a purge to rid j 
¡America of all those not of impeccaoble American Legion an/j 
Icestry—VirginiaJBottorff '44,
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Inside Story of
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Special ����	��Californian 
The behind/the/scenes story of 

the recent American Legion State 
convention in San Francisco re�
veals that the entire membership 
did not support the resolution ad�
vocating the violation of the rights 

cf American citizens.
The resolution was the rabbit 

pulled/out/of/a/hat at the “elev�

enth hour” by a small interested 
group endeavoring to elect their 
candidate to a high legion post.

Packed with emotionalism and 
“nationalism” the resolution was 
passed by only one/sixth of the

delegates in attendance, 
deeded in bringing the gr 
didate to prominence, 

elected.
The resolution which) 

trick was the one calling] 
control of Japanese relod 
the forced labor of Arne 
zens of Japanese ancestrj

Eight resolutions were 
through the proper chaj 
Resolutions committee, tj 
sidered and presented to 
for voting. These eight i) 
differed only in the mann, 
sical elimination of the � �

Joe Mixer, ’44, ASUC president, 
will attend the Pacific Southwest 
Regional YMCA conference to be 
held Saturday at Three Rivers, Calif.

Margaret Dodds ’44, YWCA vice 
president; Kate Harris ’44, YWCA 
national representative; and Burton 
Bishop, YMCA president, will also at�

tend.
War effort participation of the re�

gional “Y’s”, World Students’ Ser�
vice fund, entertainment of service�
men by “Y’s” and interest in interna�
tional affairs will be discussed at the 

conference, Mixer said.
About 20 representatives from 

California and Arizona will attend 

the meeting.
The decisions made at the Nation 5

not work more than 
week, the Labor board] 
for a Fair Bear wage] 
basing its statement j 
faculty report.

The present appeal 
raise from the present 
dard to one of 65 cents 
be discussed at Execut; 
meeting tonight aft : 
mendation is reaches 
committee this afterrij 

Students working f| 
week cannot afford to 
than 90 cents an hour 
says, if they are to dei 
age student’s expend 
month which included 
University fees, books! 
ASUC membership â  

ecus items.



SUGGESTIQB FOR OBTAIHIBG COOPERATIQB OF GOV&BIUEBT AGEBCIES

Every effort should be made to secure cooperation of  Governor  
��������� there  la every reason to believe that he w i n  accept

other situations* A telephone call from the Commande r of the  
Western Defense Command, immediately preceding publi c announoe-

At the same time, Mr* James Shephard, Chairman of the Regiona l  
Protection Board, should be notified by the Commanding G eneral  
and the suggestion made that the Board be called together  at an  
early date*

May 21: Rotice of forthcoming meeting of Regional P rotection Board to be
sent by Mr* Shephard to members:
1) Council of State Governors

Representative, Governor Earl Warren
2) | Association of Mayors

Representatives, Mayors Lapham and Bowron
3) League of Cities

Representative, Richard Graves
4) Law enforcement agencies

Representative, Robert Kenney  
5} F»B*I* ^|p

6) | 0 • C • 1 *

7} Federal Security  

8 ¡1 U.S®Trea  s 	��� > 9  

9) Relocation Authority

May 27: Meeting of Regional Protective Board: Full, s trong statement from
War Department, delivered by General Eipmons, or some other repre�
sentative of the War Department, or both, indicating expectation  
of cbpi^eration from all groups and agencies repres ented*
1) All Federal Regional offices to be notified, fol lowing meet-  
■ R .  ing,;, of policies and program of particular agen cy in relation

to stated order♦
2) p A l l  State offices to receive same notification.
3) Specific ways and means discussed for tying togethe r govern�

ment agencies to service of *.Ar Relocation Authori ty*
a) Federal Banks
b) Farm Security administration  
g) Federal Housing Authority
d) Public Health »'If®

the' wartime judgement of the War Department in this, as in

ment of the new policyt|explaining frankly the decision  of  
the War Department, should pave the way for the Gov ernor’s
cooperation, without which any program aimed toward  reinte-M'  
grating loyal Japanese Americans in our state econo my cannot *  
fully succeed.
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Plah of Pacific Coast Committee on American  
Principles and Pair Play

We are convinced that any single statement, even tho ugh released  
by the War Department, will have to be followed up by carefu l reihèention  
and implementation* Many peo le on the West Coast, no matter  how sin�
cere their desire to present a unified front with th e War Department at  
all times, will find it most difficult to accept thé ret urn to the Coast |  
of any persons of Japanese ancestry* They have become accu stomed!to  
accepting the evacuation of such persons as a resul t of military necessity*  
The evacuation was ordered and Department*

The removal of any restrictions should be .made publi c|.J:, with the  
full wiight of the War Department thrown in support o f the loyal Ameri-  
cans of Japanese ancestry who wish to return to their  homes, subject only  
t o any re ma in ing. _x s'tr ic t ions • ■

To facilitate thf process of tVeWidpine -Wre satisf actory acceptance, of  
the returning evacuees, there should be carefully prep ared approaches to  
the general population, through civilian, non-gover nment channels, as well  
as through military and government agencies*

The Pacific Coast Committee on American Principles an d Fair Play is  
proposing such a plan, and is ready to go ahead with it, s ubject to full  
public recognition by the War Department of the Commi ttee*s legitimate part  
in such a program,fanaithe promise of cooperation of. government and mili�
tary personnel in certain public appearances*

Invitations, while going out from the Committee, shoul d indicate such  
recognition. Without it, the Committee would not feel  free to promote any  
program, as we have consistently held to the position  of full support of  
the War*Department, and feel that the &ar Department  should be represented  
in any activity concernedvwith the re turnof  persons of Japanese ancestry  
to the West Coast•

ÉÉlr! General Outline . of Plan  

AgEBCies anu organisations to be Invited to cooperate :
IAÏÏ to be invited through eocisting;state, county and lo cal organisations)  
��� l ] ® :Offfoe o f ^ f v f  If an ' Defense

2) Councilsof Social Agencies
3) Law Enforcement fagenoies f||§
4T'" Boards of .'Education
5) Beligiouspleaders

Community1 organisât ions
V:'̂ a WI .. .-Cham’pef /.af ©ommercell

b) i|Service Clubs» f % 3 | 9 R  
®..o) American Leg ion  

Labor

Program -, llSf À
Aim; Coordination, through education, of public and p rivate agencies,  

\'ÿ*iand of the publie at large, pf all efforts to suppo rt the War

'^"apartment and the Whf Relocation Authority in the ^re intégrât ion  
of law abiding persons of Japanese ancestry in unrestri cted areas  
oil the West Coast*



Dates*. As soon as possible after announcement oi new policy, to
precede or follow closely upon date when order beco mes effec�

tive •

The conferences should follow in rapid succession, f rom north  
to south, or vice versa, �<<��&���� to judgement of thenar  Re�
location Authority and the Committee.

Personnels Leadership to be taken from representative s �� t.r nmmpt
er3 aienclea on highest possible levels, and from local , anu

leadership in,areaslwhere conferences are held. con-  cienses
should be attended by uniformed representatives tfle  ,ta* ^ eT  
partment, authorised ��� ��$�� authoritative statements pertaining

to policy.

Preliminary work, ox' organization and executive de tail U j o n -  
fereneea to be ca-. rled on by members of the committee , and stair  
secured or employed by the Committee.

Presupposing a successful meeting of the Regional Pro tection foafd * ^ i c h  
should lead to^a willingness to cooperate on the part  of the 1oca officials
the following is presented. ,aa .̂a ..possible.

Program for an Area Conference

� proposed method of coordinating government and pri vate agencies and  
other interested groaps, in support of War Departme nt  
of return of persons of Japanese ancestry to unrestri cted areas on

West Coast.

I Area Conferences,Hto be held ��� succeeding days, as soon as possible
SF t e F  announcement is made :off|change of policy. ? |i

II ¡¿¡sailer, community conferences, patternee afte r the larger, Area  
fereneea, lo be held folio, g g the Area Conferences , under leadership  
developed on Area level.

Areas*
ànciado Bay Area  

San Jose  
Martinez  
Richmond  
Santa Rosa

Petaluma  
Ban francisoo  
Oakland  
Berkeley

Sacramento Area
Bacr arnento 
M o d e s  to

| t _ , ,rea
w â Û  ' ^

Bakersfield

Salinas ar e a
||| Salinas  

iving C i ty  
San Luis Obispo

Stockton
Marysville

Merced
Tulare

Watsonville  
Monterey  
Santa Cruz
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Los  A n g e l e s  A rea
Los  A n g e les L o n g  B e a c h  

tan ta  M a r i a  
tan ta  Ba rba ra

R ive rs i de
Red lands

t a n  L iego

If  it is t hough  neoessary ,  one or two c on fe rences  c ou ld  be a r r a n g e d  in
the I^orthwGS'Cr. ■■■

The f o l l ow ing  is a sugges ted  p rog ram for the Los  A n g e l e s  A rea  Con fe rence»  
a n d  m i g h t  be c o n s i d e r e d  t yp i ca l  ot  u l l *

C h a i r m a n

Honorary Cbailsman: Mayor ’Bowron  
Aotlng ohairraan: Mr# Cèorge^Hielte, D

of Civilian defense•  
We s tern\Bef ense'' Command Representative  

' §$|P T  " w*- 1 G e n e r a l  A n t o n s  AjfejL
United Liâtes War department, ê présentât ive

United States Cépartment$of Justice

la r  ■ -Re 1 o ca t i o nf;>ut hor §§g f t#  pr e san tat iv i  '$àÈk
íSwí ' 118 • fi III oh My eh or - Mr,» ■ Robert 'Co zze ns

Department ;  o f  *’Ju8ti-o0--'SS î
IV S t a t e m e n t  of p r o d I s m  fac i n g  c o m m u n i t i es  in  r e s e t t l enen t  of

Sp a a k e r  ■ ' :' IGnpl* S3

Hon# Joseph CfoWj Head of Aastern iilvision of state De partment

Attorney Cenerai franc is 'Biddle

i«e» Where the:/ w i l l  have pa r t i c u lar in terests r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of the 
W e s t e r n  De iense  Co m m a n d  shou ld  s i t  in  w i t h  sec t ions *

€mC I »  J one 5 t 1944 
Ho te l  A m b a s s adôr v Los  Ange les ,  C a l i fo rp ia

O p e n ing  Less  ion

I t  » den.» Jim» » Has 
of Civ I l ian D e f e n s e

H a s k e l l , R a t i o n a l  D i rec to r ,  Of f i ce

I I I  IfiXplûQÉtloJl, ö f  some lega l  p r o b l e m s  invo l ved  in evacua t i on»

persons of Japaneie ancestryilii' unrestric  
location Author ity ire présent at  ive • '?

a re  as#

B o o n e s s i o n
P.M» L u n e heo no

AX ti 61 n  oon L e s s i o n  
» ■ P#M* to 4TT«^ujL».M#
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1) L a w - E n f o r c e m e n t  Agencies
Chairman, Robert ^enney  

Z)  Council of Social Agencies |
Cht irrnon, Chairman of California Conference of ¡So call work  

jl Education • <z; ^ 4s
®S®lli Chairman, iron la cal heard
4 ) ; Religious groups

Chairman, BishopjStevena ,̂ «
5 ) Community Organizations

Chairman, Commander t.ober-t Haughton, American Legi on®
6 ) Government fancies,peueral btate and Local

C h a i r m a n 5 ' ■ ' • ■ '

Agenda to cover considera t ion of problems to be \*e t Ijhpphr*
B  txoulat field, ana plans for meeting them#

It is felt that no r eco nvenf ing is necessary, a s  ti id f indings of the

several sec tione wi l l  b e jpeeu l l ar t o themse 1 v e s * | i owever , reper ts w i l l

be prepared by appointe d member! gfôof each section, .i ind wi l l  be made

general ly  a v a liable as -soon ''a s'. | podsible after the ( Conference is con-

eluded* A report on th | entire Conference wil l  be mad*- avai lable for

r e fe rence , or for Intur e .use •

It is planned th àt simili conf erenc Î €3 £ j 01 a-:a ■ s mailer, India 1 level, will
be promoted in t he sever i il outlying C0IBB1UJI litieS by ínteres ted olti zens
who feel the nee es City o: further ii ��4’ ttÉk  5\)IK Htion of the retur ning eva quees*
Luch will be a n atural oi xt¿ growth of the 1 « r̂ger conferences , and need no
great c ons idera t i nri sif  + tXUii CA U i* l ill t  time* |j|

The location of such smai Hi ?r conferí cDCSS vould' ;d e. pe ndltb a I large-' extent
upon any lnuioation by the war Relocation authority that further educa*  
ti on might be helpful in any given community»

Ihe Committee on American Irinciples ana ialr f'lay  ie proposing, a series 
of Confèrences to follow|anylahndttsc_eihfent'. bÿ;  théf «â -î Leĵ rtment of the 
return to theunreetrictedareas of the Pacific Coast  of persons of 
Japanese ancestry •

The purpose of such conferences would be the; coord ination, by education,  
of all public and private agencies anu the public at large , of all efforts  
to support the War Lepartment and the • ■ &r. R el q cation uthority in. the re*  
integration of law abiding persons 61’ Japanese. ances try in unrestricted  
areas on the West Coast«

The Committee ; Kill ; 'undertake thé financing of local-pdnd:xdperational ex*  
penses of such-, coni.tierces« '.ny activity Or the  wommittee ih the. promo*

¿dp1*.#?  t M S f W W ^  ’0 J W & i ' f t ? ; i § j  ¿ ; | ^ 0 ^ i pt^03n by

and the promise of cooperation of government And milit ary personnel in  
certain public appearances»
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&e sincerely hope that the War Department will make  every effort to  
impress up on. the «est Coast public, the fact that th e new 'orders are  
a natural termination of a program started two years ago, entirely in  
line with policies announced at that time«

p||p dispatch with which the first orders were carried out was du e to  
the force -,nC  determination of the western i/efense Command to avoid  
confusion dna possible violence. If the same force and  determination  
are again displayed, there need be no confusion or violence at this  
later date.

If the ®est Coast is told what the War Department ex pects of Its citizens,  
the *<est Coast will obey orders#

We. _ offer. our cooperation** |



* Pac i f i c  Coast Commit tee on Amer ican Pr inc ip les  an d Fair  P lay  

August  1, 1944

( B a c k g r o u n d  i n  P o p u l a t i o n # P r i o r  to the S p r i n g  of  1942, there were

( 126,947 pe rsons  o f  Japanese  ances t r y  l i v i ng  in the U n i t e d  S tates*  The
@

����

major i ty  of these, 112,353» l ived on the Pac i f i c  Co ast w i t h  93,717 in  

/^Salifornia, 4 ,071 in Oregon, and 14,565 in Washin gton.  The greatest  

urban concentrat ion was found in Los Angeles w i t h  2 3,321, next Seatt le

B
th  6,975, and then San Francisco w i t h  5,280*

In the rural  farming areas, there were 4 ,527 in Fre sno County,

2,247 in Monterey County, 6,764 in Sacramento Count y, and 4,484 in

£sn J o a q u i n  County. The rest of the Japanese popula t ion was further  

^ j ^ a t t e r e d  throughout the state.

— -v A f t e r  February  19, 1942, when the Pres ident  iss ued the proc lamat ion

Le^eluding all persons  of Japanese ancest ry  f rom de signated mi l i tary  

areas of the Pac i f i c  Coast, 110,000 persons were mo ved to assembly  

centers and la ter  to reloca t ion camps. These camp s were establ ished  

the War  Reloca t ion  Author i ty  in Utah, Ar izona, Cali fornia, Idaho,  

yoming, Colora do, and Arkansas.  These persons not inc luded in the  

L10,000 had moved to inland cities p r io r  to the pro clamat ion*

S e l e c t e d  R e v i e w  of  W e s t  Coast  N e w s p a p e r  I tems in th e P a s t  M o n t h

San Bernsftlino Telegram, 6 -20 -— Ed i t o r a l  says re loe atees"a potent ia l  
pfySM  enemy .11 Given opportuni ty  to lie about  loyal i ty i n order to leave

r e l o c a . t i o n  camps.  J a p a n e s e  A m e r i c a n s  r i sk  n o t h i ng .  Y o u  r i s k  g o ing  to 
Ja i l  if y o u  lie in you r  gas a pp l i ca t i on .  Sure ly  the  bu re a u c r a t s  are 
h a v i n g  a f ie ld  d a y . "

Fresno, Cali fornia, Bee, 7-11. Farm Bureau, Fresno County, adopted  
reso lu t ion favor ing removal of al ien or d is loyal  Ja panese Amer icans  
to Japan; that army take over  re locat ion camps and all Japanese be  
removed f rom Coasta l  Area*

Los Angels s Hesa ld  and Express ,  7-11. "Dr." John  R.  Lechner--"Japanese
1 11 # 'At w i ? �� *�'' \ villi ** 1 k «/, <

Amer icans with mi l i tary  exper ience in our aemed for ces are used to make  
an en te r ing  wedge for the brea kdown of  protect ive regulat ions"  
he said addre ss ing the Federat ion of State Societ i es luncheon*



^  Los Angels s Times, Los Ange les  Examiner ,  Los Ang e les  Herald<£Express,
Los A nge les  Dai ly  a ®ws, Bur l ingame Advance, Peop les  Wor ld  and WireServ ices  
carr ied vary ing size stories on Dr. Rober t  Gordon S proul 's June 29th  
statement on "Const i tut ional  Rights of Japanese"  in  address before  
Fair F l a y  Committee in Los Angeles. Westwood Hi l l s  Press carr ied ful l  
text of speech, as did R o b  Wagner 's  Script.  Sproul ' s  rema rks had  
general d is t r ibu t ion and there is no record so far of any edi tor ia l  or  
ep is to la ry  ob ject ions in West  Coast Newspapers*

Los Angela s Times, 7-9, says "Exclusion Measures s igned by President  
and sponsored by Biddle is weak* Advoca tes  the McFa r land-Johnson Jap

«
pro ta t ion  Bill, cal l ing for "deportat ion of 65,000 Japanese A l i ens -«  
k ing a total of 85,000 deportees out of 140,000 in the country."

w  War  N e w s . The 100th Infantry Battal ion, composed o f Amer icans  of  

Japanese ancestry was awarded the Dis t ingu ished Un i t  Ci ta t ion on Ju l y  27  

Lieut .  Gen. M a r k  W. Clark.

D u r i n g  this past  two weeks, the War  Depar tment  repo rted 9 Nisei  

oldiers killed, 12 wounded and 2 miss ing  in ac t ion  in recent combat

T^hn I ta ly  front. These men were members of the 442 nd Reg imenta l  Combat  

Myeam,  and the 100th  Infantry Battal ion.

A  delayed d ispa tch  dated July 18 reports that  Al lan  Ohata, a member  

a squad of Japanese-Amer icans who ki l led 47 u erma n s near  Cerasuolo,

taly, last November  was awarded a D is t ingu ished Ser vice Cross on Ju ly  18,  

and promoted  to l ieutenant.

This  past week, 8 s i lver  stars were awarded to N ise i  of ghe 100th  

In fantry Battal ion. Two of these awards were g iven posthumously.

Sgt. Kar l  G* Yoneda is the f i rst  Japanese-Amer ican soldier  

of Wor ld  War  II to win acceptance w i t h  the Vete ran  o f For iegn Wars.

Relocat ion N e w s . Act ive program of restorat ion of e vacuees to  

normal l iv ing outside re locat ion centers has been m oving steadily  

ahead. To date 25,000 evacuees have resett led in no rmal communit ies

in all 48 States and the District of Columbia
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SPECIAL PROGRAM
. for August  1944 ~  February  1945  

■ of *
PACIFIC COAST COMMITTEE OH AMERICA! PRINCIPLES: AND FA IR  PLAY

Program for Mobi l i za t ion  of support for^War •Depart ment in event of re*  
taxa t ion  of present measures excluding law-abiding persons of -Japanese  
ancest ry  f rom the West  Coast*

The program of the Pacif ic Coast Committe on Amer ic an Pr inciples  
and Fa i r  £ lay  for the year* July 1, 1944 to Jî ly 1 , 1945 wi l l  probably  
be carr ied on  w i th in  two dist inct  per iods of'time, one fol lowing the  
other and di f fer ing in character f rom the f irst* Th is f irst per iod  
roughly defined, w i l l  include the mofcths previous to  any modi f ioat ions  
of mi l i tary  orders now excluding persons of Japanes e ancestry f rom the  
Pacif ic Coast* The second per iod  wi l l  follow such mod i f icat ion* Tlie  
length of the f i rst  per iod wi l l  depend ent ire ly upo n  the War  Department*  
The length  of the second pe r iod  w i l l  be largely det ermined by the vigor  
wi t h  wh ioh  we carry out the f i rst  part  of the progr am#

I Contacts by Committee members and/or  staff of C o m m i t t e e *with community  
t r i e r s  in key cities. Simultaneous, paral le l  ac t ion  by nat ional  re l i �
g ious and social organizat ions among their const i tu ents on this Coast#

H  Series of Conferences (12 or 14) in Cal i forn ia an d  Northwest# *. — . . r r_.|T  ̂ _■ 	 „-r—  n %

H I  Fo l low up program integrat ing our speci f ic  progr am w i th  those of other  
groups work ing  in the f i e l d  4 f  m inor i t ies*

— -oooQOOooo- — »

I Contacts by Committee members and/or s t a f f *
A  Methods  suggested!: •

1. enlargement of staff w i t h  addi t ional  personnel  jna king possible  
personal  interviews in many key  communit ies#

2* use of local Commit tee leaders where possible, s upplemented by  
2# let ters sent f rom 'Executive office, to key person s in var ious

communities, enl ist ing their cooperat ion in securin g added names  
of civic leaders who, w i t h  educat ion might be expec ted to provide  
balance in  any cr i t ica l  situation*

4* L i terature and instruct ions sent to const i tuents  by cooperat ing  
nat iona l  o rgan iza t ions•

B  Purpose
1* To ascer ta in  where potent ia l  leadership and supp ort  is to be  

found in the var ious communities, and  to establ ish ident i ty of  
Committee as source of in format ion and suggestions as to procedure  
in mob i l i za t ion of side support of War  Department .

categor ies of persons to be reached: leaders in fo l lo wing fields:
W Educat ion 5) Labor
2) Business **' l - 6 Social  and Fra terna l
3) Industry • ? Patr iot ic
4) Rel ig ion 8) Socia l  Agencies

9) Leaders in War Bond, War Chest, Red Cross, etc*
2* Fu l l  mob i l i za t ion  of support when  needed, and  ba sis of possible  

l ist from which par t ic ipants  and  leaders might  be m ade avai lable  
for fixture conferences* \ i
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H  Series of Conferences:: fo l lowing preceding p lan  o f mak ing contacts in^  
var ious oo^munl t les ; "t t should be relat ive ly simple to organize and  con�
duct a series of conferences, in 12 or more cr i t ica l  areas.
A  lime: immediately fo l lowing announcement of chang e of pol icy  
B Tuyoose: Publ ic express ion of support of War Depar tment

discus ¿ o n  of ways and means of meet ing any social o r economic boyr  
oott against  return ing Japanese Amer icans*

C Part ic ipants: 1) conferees drawn from communit ies,  as suggested as
result of preceding program promotion*

‘$) leadersh ip : ������M i n g  persons, ei ther f rom local  
state or federal level*

Fo l low up  Program: Development of program a imed at ga in ing recogni t ion  
roi  the r ights oT*law-abid ing persons of Japanese ance stry, recogni t ion  

and membersh ip  in any I n t e r l r a M a k  post war  or socia l  p lanning group in  

Cal i fornia.

I S

-30-

Berkeley, Cali fornia  
July 13, 1944



HOT FOR PUBLICATION NOR PUBLIC USB

AH APPRAISAL 

OF

METHODS AND TECHNIQUES USED W FAIR PLAY COMMITTEE

Public attitudes were largely responsible for the evac uation of person» of 

Japanese ancestry from the Paeific Coast in 1948«

A change in public attitudes was largely responsibl e for their return.

How Was 33iat Change Affected?

X* Ry convincing the public that mass evacuation di d not Imply mass guilt.

8« By mobilizing latent support for law-abiding per sons of Japanese ancestry*

3* By urging policy making groups and individuals to accept a common approach 

baaed upon the highest American principles of Justi ce end fair play.

The Fair Play Committee claims to have had but a sm all part in the foregoing 

accomplishments. To 1®hatover degree its work has b een effective, it has been due to 

the use of certain techniques which were worked out  during the four years of the 

Committee* o existence.

As these techniques were based purposely upon certa in premises (which were 

strictly adhered to at all times), they are listed here?

1« Always, but particularly in times of national em ergency, Americans are 

dedicated to the highest motives of patriotism. (Th is was considered true of 

opponents of the Committee*s work as well as of pro ponents.)

2. ||ie American Constitution provides the only acc eptable criterion of 

measurement as to the rights of law-abiding persons  within the United States.

3. National unity is desired by all loyal Americans .

Upon these premises, the Committee developed a plan which called fori

1. Clarification of attitudes of the following, re persons of Japanese



ancestry in America*

(a) War Department

(b) Justice Department

(q) State Department

2* Alligninent in support of these eagaresaed attitudes  by:

(a) State officiala

(b) Law enforcement bodies

(e) Patriotic organizations r

I 11
W  W m r

(•) Manegaraant

(f) Education

(g) Churches

Tbe church leadership on the Pacific Coast has been outspoken in support of t he 

rights of loyal evacuees. The same can be said of most of the outstanding educators*  

However, the rank end file of the membership of ‘fòie churches, and of education aa a  

whole la mede up largely of persons whose thinking is as generally prejudiced as the  

thinking of persons outside of church or sehool.

Labor, in the early days of evacuation, was generally quiet or openly opposed  

to receiving Japanese Americana In trade unions* There was little question of em�

ployment, for there were no evacuees present to employ, but  Chambers of Coumeree were  

quite unanimous in opposition to evacuee return*

Bow were these groups to be persuaded to liberalize their thi nking?

Two Alternatives

1* All out attack on organizations or individuals whose programs or statements  

re Japanese Americans could be interpreted as un-American and/or unconstitutional *

$• Educational program which would provide documented ma text al in support of  

American Principles and Pair Play*
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The Educational Progrma fata decided upon, together nith a decision to try to  

develop attitudes which would lead to action in support of Ih ir Play*

An important part of any educational program is the decis ion as to sheas to  

educate»

The Committee tried to educate leaders * in Government, Chur ch, Labor, Manage�

ment, and Education* In any community where its members wor ked, they were urged to  

secure the support of recognized coanunity loaders* as most  community attitudes art  

deeply influenced by a few outstanding personalities*

Say persona can offset Key situations.

The Committee tried to see that Key persons had com plete and adequate informa�

tion» Always taking for granted high patriotic motive and sincere con cern for  

civic harmony, the Committee also took It for granted that such motive and concern  

would eventually lead to fair practice*

That supposition usually worked* Where it did net, a little  timely prodding  

from some other highly thought of community or state leader was u sually effective.  

The Committee stimulated that prodding*

Educate, and prod to action became the accepted tec hnique of the Committee*

APPWAJ^AX

To what extent the methods were successful will be determined ae t he future  

position of the lUsel Is established*

Where less sucoees was met it was due largely tot

1» Lack of personnel»

3« Failure to mobilize available labor support»

3* Lack of integration of woxk of all groups working on e arns problems»
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Conclusions:

��� ��� ����	���� ������� �	����� ����������������� ����	���� �����	�����

2. She publie raust be reeognized as induding ail of  its composent  

meraber parta*

%• ^Adarahip in e&eh af tha eomponant member parts aaist be utilized.  

4* Soana dynamtc aætat be develoued tfiich will Xaad to an ongoing alert�

ées s ta tension causes, partioularly ah are no amergancy axist s*

■ ■  /’■■ /■ ■ ■ ■ ■ / -'"Y ■ . '■ . -Y. ' ; ; ..'"Vïv ’ ■ y v Y ' ■'



GUIDE POSTS

Pjro mpt Fr i end liness. Americans of Japanese descent who return to their 
Former homes will deeply appreciate aid and counsel* particularl y during 
their first fortnight in the community. It is certainly a time "to g o the 
second mile."■

Organized Protection of Minorities. Disorder growin g out of h a s  a^ ins t  
any 'unpopular minority is likely to mean loss of pro perty and civic reputation 
and even of life. For that reason, business men, farmers and publ ic #ffid.als 
alike respond to the idea of forming a Council for Civic Unity, or a fair 
Play Committee, such as already is functioning effectivel y in many larger 
cities. Such an organization supports public officials in safegua rding the 
rights of minorities, and facilitates incorporating  newcomers into community 
life.

While clergymen should help start such an organization, or intensify its 
activity if it already exists, it has been found adv isable for prominent 
laymen to take the helm.

Practical Services. Friendly committees in each neig hborhood church or 
under the auspices of the citywido organization, might call upon returning 
evacuees ard bid them welcome, Unfriendly neighbors shoul d be reminded of 
the statement of General Pratt, Commanding General of t he Western Defense 
Command, which is enclosed.

If any place of public ’accomodation or amusement re fuses to serve any re�
turnee or other person, call attention to the State law,  which f orbits 
discrimination, the penalty being damages of $100 or more.

In dealing with individuals or groups who oppose giving civil rights and 
fair treatment to returnees, effective appeal can often be  made to self- 
interest, such as fear of financial loss on account of vigilante action or 
fear of encouraging revival of Ku Klux attacks on other  minorities.

Be sure to let public officials know that you and your la y leaders will 
actively support them in strict law enforcement.

Enlist the cooperation of local editors and reporters in gi ving returnees 
a sauare deal, find get influential citizens to write lette rs to the press to 
counteract hostile statements and actions.

Notify War Relocation Authority of available jobs for  returnees.

Authorities to be Notified, In case of rumors or reports of trouble i nvolv�
ing Japanese:

* 1. Telephone— the nearest War Relocation Authority off icer, if there is one 
in your vicinity.

2, Telephone your Sheriff or Chief of Police.

3. Telephone the District Attorney of the County.

If local authorities are lax or indifferent in protecting persons or pro�
perty, notify California Attorney General Robert W,  K Gnny, State Office Build�
ing, San Francisco.

(Formulated by Pacific Coast Committee on American Princ iples and Fair Play, 
2287 Telegraph Avenue, 3erkeley U, California.)

February, 19̂ -5


