


OLSON— PRE-EVACUATION ATTITUDE

Ctevemop Olson*s Tirst suggestion after the outbreak of war on the,
handling of California” alien problem was a drastic oneml On Deo™doer Qt
1941# he proposed to the California State Defense “ounoil all aliens
be ordered to remain indoors as a means of avoiding riots* This suggestion
was unaooeptabXe to the Gotmoil due to disruption suoh restriotionx
would cause In the food supply* (L.A# Times, 12/9/41)

A few days later» at the request of Japanese newspaper men in
California, Gov* Olson in a prosskele so reminded Californians that the
majority of Anerioan-born and alien Japanese were loyal to the United
States. (Oakland Tribun©, 12/13/41) At the tIm« when h© deolared a
state of emergenoy in California™ Gov. Olson also urged tolerance in
dealing with Americans of Japanese descent the majority of whom, he
said, "are milted with the traditional and native-born American oitiEenal
all ready to do their part in the se vlo® of our oountryw» (Berkeley
Gazette, 12/15/41)

Early in January, Gov# 018011 suggested the revocation of professional
licenses held by enemy aliens* (Oakland Tribune, 1/3/42) At the Omd
of January# he authorieed the State Deparfement of Agrioulture to revoke
food production lioenses of enemy aliens and said that he would attempt to
obtain Federal approval for the revocation of business and professional
licenses. (S.P. Niohi Bei, 2/1/42)

On February 2% the ~aoramento Bee reported a oonfaronoe between
General D«WItt# ®ov# Olson, and Tom Clark#of the enemy alien oontrol
unit of th« tTustioo Dept» Olson was quoted as s&ylng that the purpose

of the meeting was to survey plans for the handling of the enemy alien



population "inoludIng problems of possible evacuation from certain areas
and espionage dangers"*e The folliowing day the Boe reported that undig*
olosed plans had been worked out whioh would guard against sabotage without
neoessltatlng the remoTal of all alien Japanese* Olson was quoted as s&ylng
that these tentative plans would require th® complete cooperation of loyml
Japanese and would give them an opportunity to demonstrate that loyalty#
(S* F, Hichi Bei# 2/4/4/) On the same date that Olson wast quoted &s
saying plans were in progress whioh did not contemplate the removal of
all alien Japanese# the San Franolsoo Examiner reported that State
Attorney General Earl barren favored moving all aliens 200 miles from
the ooftst* (S.F* Examiner, 2/3/42)

On February Governor Olson broadcast on th© subjeot of thi
Japanese In Californlft* 0 stated that there had been some attempts on the
part of the Japanese in California to oomwiioate with the Japanese 6HGnN»y*
It was impossible» he said, to knoir howr far reaching suoh fTifth oolumn
organisation might be* and that therefore It was necessary to take measures
not only for odr seourity but also for* the proteotion of the dapanes
from "unfair and abusive treatment whioh may b® difficult to restrain if
such measures of proteotion are not adoptedAt our oonferenoo Monday
(with DeWitt and Clark) general plans were agreed upon for tha movement
and plaocement of the entire adult Japanese population in California
within the borders of our state at produotlve and useful «mpl yment9 and
under suoh surreillanee and proteotion for themselves and the state and
nation as shall be d«en»d necessary.” Gow Olson also stated that th9
loss of Japanese labor# particularly important in agrleultural produotlon9

had been taken into oonsideration in plans for regidatiiig the J"pemese in



California* He olosed with a reiteration of his belief in the loyalty of
the majority of California Japanese* (Sacramento Bee, 2/5/42) Tha Oakland
Tribune of 2/5/42< pointed out that there T™das no oonfirmation from federal
sources that It was plsmned to treat the Japanese differently from other
enemy alien groups*

On February 69 &ov» Olson spoke to some twenty Japanese-Amdrioans”
the majority of them newspaper men* The danger to the Japanese themselves
ag well as th© Fifth oolUlnxx danger to national seourity was emphasiged by
the Governor# He suggested th© voluntary movement of California Japanese
to the interior of California.

We have oonoluded that with the cooperation of loyal Japanese
we ean havO volimtary stibmissioii to our plans not as ooncen-
trated enemies but as Amerloan oltlsens who oan better serve
their oountry elsewhere* That is quit® an order and it will
require oooperation* If these pX&ns are not oomplied with#
suspioion will be inoreaa®d and more drastio ftotlon m&y bO
taken to umks oertaln there are no Japanese adults on the
Paolfio Coast*eee ~her©®© is no middle ground for Japanese her®©.
ThOr« oan be no secret heart for equlTooatlon in this oonfllot#
IT you are not prepared to go all the way you ought to be con-
oentrated* (Sacramento "e®# 2/6/42)
AooordIng to Doho, Governor 0180lrite emphasized that '‘there would not be
arbitré&ry oonocentreitlont segregation™ humiliation™ nor abrogation of
oonstitutional rights of J psm@se in the *oue volunteers ©Ovaouate
themselvOsn* (Doho, 2/117??42) The Governor alco promised to appoint
a Japanese 0 nittee to help to work the details of the program* (lbid.)
The Japanese leaders stated that they would be willing to partioipate in
auoh a program and submitted various plans for th« voluntary ©vaouation
of the Japanese population* (Tolan Com* #51f p* 1UB31l)

Gev* Olson stated that he opposed the demands for mass evaouation

whioh were being mad®© by some groups, but added that he would recommend



Olson

suoh & plan to the Federal Government unless '‘the Japanese showed they

were 100”™ behind this oountry¥* HO also suggested th® disoontinuanoe

of all Japanese neww papers in California and the substitution of State

and Federnlly controlled newspapers to keep the Japanese posted on gov-
ernment iragulations= ( <?= hroniole 2/ /742) At the end of the oonferenoe
Gov* Olson told the Japanoso-Amerloans that he was wquit® heartened by
expressions from most of youn* (Oakland Tribune, 2/7/42) -A weatin*

A meeting with th© governors of Washington rtd regOllwas planned
(Saoramento Be = 2/11/42)* but there is no record that suoh a raectiiig
took place*

On February 13# Guw# 018011 announoed that he was opposed to martial
law at that time* ”“aoh a method of affecting th© removal of tha Japanese*
he gtated9 should not be resorted to ntuitil all other possibilities are
exhaustedlle #F* Examiner 9 2/14/42)

Speaking before an -“merioan l«egion meeting in Lob "SigeXes on
February 21# Oov* Olson wrged nan excess of ouationw in guarding tho
state against sabotage And fifth ocolthnn activities* (S*P# Examiner*®
2/22/42)

After evao«fttlon was assured, Olson oritioized farm groups in various
California counties who despite threatened farm labor shortages» were un-
willing to make «#© of Japanese workers who would bo moved from their
formop farms* He also oritioi*0d the attitude of offlolals of inland
states irho Trere unwilling to aococept Paolflo Coast Japanese = (S*F#
Examiner ¥ 5/1/42)

Gov« Olson s a witness the seocom™i hearing irhloh the Sftn Pran-
01800 Tolan Committee hearings on Maroh < His testimony there gives

a olear review both of his past aotivities and his personal outlook* Ha



stated that not only military neoessity and agrioultural economy had been

oonsidered in plans for the movement of enemy aliens# but also publio

psychology*

/

We have also oonsidered public psychology™ th© temper of tha
people with reference particularly to not only the ftlien

I enemies who may be under suspioion of disloyalty, but the

Japanese as a whole. (Tolan hearings, #31# 11630)

Xn speaking of the loyalty of the Japanese* Olvon saldt

We do fGel that there ai= loyal Japanese* 1 think

high & 5*000 of them are serving in the armed foroes

of th« United °tates ntnr*

I don”t think th 6 is any question but what a larg®

part of the population of the Japanese people in Cal-
ifornia are so completely divorced from any natural feeling
of loyallsy or sympathy to the militarists of Jap n,

and its brutal agreseive methodsf as to be wholly
horrified at the way their racial nationahas gone****

Butt of oovarse* wO© would be naivO indeed if wO did not
reeognise that there is also ft large part««we donft know
how large, nobody can but wo gnt it from our Jap*
aneseo”™merioan oitisens them6elves™*there is a considerable
pa™t of th© Japanese population who ar© distinotly in sym-
pathy with Japan and do oonstit«t© an element. *hftt would
engage iIn military assistance, or any other kind of ae-
si~tanoe in Fifth column opportunitiesft if the opportiin-

AN Igjrwere given to aid Japan in the present war with ue«

Th® loyal Japanese people realise also that ths average
Caboasian oan*t distinguish between the Japanese* “hey
alp. look alike, (Siax Tolan hearingsf #31« 11651)

The governor lat®r repeated the oilohe that the reason why It was

n©o«88ary to remove all of the Japanese but not all of the ~Ormans and

Italians was that it was impossible to distinguish between the Japanese.

Firsts let me sayt tlie dilstindtlon between the Japanese
and tho Italian and uerman is th© diffioulty of telling
who is who among tho Japanese* 1 think they realiee
that* | donfij believe that diffioulty exists among

the Germans and ltalians* (Ibid™ 11634)

But th trouble eibout that is, as | say# too many people
will 00110lude that every Japanese is a Fifth 0010lanists,

no matter what may be In his heart, so X think because of t
the innate condition and physical appearance in all of the
Japanese, yo« oan»t apply that. (Ibid#t 11635)



\
Regional Files, 710, Wash., D. C.
Miyamoto

Tel from Culbert L* Olson, Governor of Calif. to E. R . Fryer
July 7,1942

Following conference today with representative farmers and growers
of San Joaquin Valley, 1 have sent following telegram to General
Dewitt, WI endeavoreS communicate with you by telephone today

but was "unable to do so and therefore send you this telegram,
asking that you please give me opportunity to confer with you

on Wednesday In San Francisco, at such hour as you may fix, re-
garding the necessity for a change of Federal policy in handling
of Japanese mifc yet removed from agricultural areas of California
in view of necessity for beir .employment on California farms to
save this yearfs cropse At this conference with you I would

like present Mr. Fryer of War Relocation Authority, our State
Director of Agriculture, and Herman Buckner of U. S. Employment

Servicee will be in San Francisco Wednesday morning, antici-
pating an opportunity for this conference on that day. Please
advisel am endeavoring to reach you by telephone to arrange

conference with you and General Dewitt. Hope that further removals
of Japanese from agricultural areas will be halted until we shall
be given opportunity to have the federal military and war reloca-
tion authorities consider a reversal of pdicy regarding removal
and arrange for their use In saving crops in California# Please
advise me whether | may see you in San Francisco on Wednesday.



424 Wheeler Hall
20 Jane 1949

Mr* James Oskley, Bxec*Secy to Got# Warren
State Capitol

Sacrarescito, Naltfomia

Bear Mr. OSicley:

1 aa a historj of varioas events iIn
Cfilifomia in the months after Pep.rl Bartor™ 1 am particularly
interested in tha eracaation of the J&pMjeg?, discassion

dartag January and February, 1942, of Uie need for this.

I would like to secure complete copies of
former Governor 018011 8

Press release of December 13* 1941
Declaration of Smargency of Dec.15,1941
Badio address of February 4*

May 1 have copies of theee, If Itoey are in
your FTlies?

I this material is not aveilalsle fron yotir
office, can you. tell rae with ~.om 1 should comanlc/te#

Sincerely

Bdward 3J, Barnhart
mAssistant professor



xtf (Ifaltfxirm a

GOVERNOR'S OFFICE
SACRAMENTO 14

EAR WARREN
GOVERNOR

June 23, 1949

Mr. Edward N. Barnhart
Assistant Professor
Department of Speech
424 Wheeler Hall
Berkeley 4y California

Dear Mr. Barnhart:

have your letter of June 21, concern-
ing the paper you are writing covering the
history of events in California following Pearl
Harbor.

In 1942> Culbert L. Olson was Governor
of California, and at that time no minutes were
kept of discussions at the Governorls Council
meetings. Therefore, we checked with the Cali-
fornia State Library to see” if there vwere any
newspaper accounts of a statement made at a
Governorls Council concerning the removing of
enemy aliens from the coast.

The State Librarian has advised us that
the only statement on the subject she was able to
locate was not in connection with a Governorls
Council meeting, but occurred at a meeting of
representatives from various counties with a repre-
sentative from the Farm Placement Service of the
United States Employment Service. At this meeting,
Governor Olson was quoted in the newspapers of
May 26 1942 as fTavoring an extension of the

zone to eliminate he existing unrestricted
areas for the Japanese.

With best wishes, am

Sincerely,

Secretary to Governor
MFS:bf



ate xtf QfaUfornia

GOVERNOR'S OFFICE
SACRAMENTO 14

EAR WARREN June 28, 1949

GOVERNOR

Professor Edward N. BarnuaTt-
Assistant Professor
Department of Speech
University of California
Berkeley 4, California

Dear Professor Barnharti

am sorry that in the rush of the closing

days ol* the Legislature have not had an opportunity
to sooner reply to your letter of June 20.

This office does not have any files of the
previous administration. However, two of the items
you mention are contained in a "book entitled nState
Papers and Public Addresses of Culbert L. Olson,
Governor of California, 1939-1941n. These are the
Declaration of Emergency of December 15, 194.1 and the
Radio address of February ¥ the University Library
does not have a copy of this book, Miss Evelyn Huston,
Documents Section, State lLibrary, Sacramento, will be
glad to loan their copy to the University Library for
your use.

There is no copy of the press release of
December 13> 19-41 available, and would suggest
that you check the "back files of one of the newspapers
for this item.

Sincerely,

JAMES H. OAKLEY
Executive Secretary.

JHO :mg



424 Wheeler Ball
29 Jane 1949

Mr. Cal"bert L« Olson
639 S*Spring Street
Los Angles, California

Dear Mr* Olson:

It may iInterest yoa to learn that in a "book jast poblished
'y the UniTersity of Chicago Press, entitled ™Americfm™p Betrayed™,
Dy one Morton Crodjsijis an analysis is given of tift reseans for the
eracuetion of the Jsppnese in the months after 1”arl Harbor* Accord-
ing to this work, the cause for- the evacuation was gelfisl, economic
fflotivea of "pressure troupew which Shipped up public sentloi?ntw*
aided Dy politiclang#

A colleegae and nyselT feel that this is e false pictare of the
mo"tivRtion for the ev&cuatjbn 8cfl ve ere writing a book to correct tSie
anfo rtunat® impression snd claiae which the above-mentioned work giree*
It eppears to & that all Celifornici were sl&rmed, pud tth Boiae reason,
et the possiDility of sabotage at the hsnds of 12le Japanese; this was a
case of wide-espresd puMic staitiment snd appreheneion and not a case of
Mpreswostir« gr tgo*H directing public opinion.

We are preparing e took, which we exject will te ptiUlisbed 'by
the University of Malifbrnla Press, setting forlii the facts as "% see
them end setting the record straight*

We are anxious to get a conplete picture of the activities of all
official bodies and unofficial organizations, sucb as service clutB, and
the likef to discern what (aotires and considerations lead them to
taf® tie actions and pass the resolations which %ey did# Prom what we
hare covered bo far, as indicate @bore, It eppeers that the faajor con-
sideration was *&i8 fesr of enemy attack-

At the moment we are iInterested in the actions of the State Cooncll
for Defense* | em finding i1t difficult to locate any reports of this
organirfition. As a former Chairman of the Coiincllf have you copies of
minutea, reports, agenda or ~atever of 1fcis organize tion which we could
examine?lfe woald like to see wh&t stand this Council took tovard enemy
aliens and their evacuation, and what reasons were advanced for it.

Any assistance would 'te much appreciated, are anxious to get a
co mplete pictar8 and to contradict in an attimpeachable manner the false
claims and inferences in work mentiojoed alBove™

Sincerely

Edward H# Barnhart
Assistant Professor



424 Whbseler Kail
2C July 1749

Mr. Calberl L« Olson
OXsoa, C1&0& k Olson
Los Ang™lee, C&lifomia

Pear Mr* Olson:
iliank you ver”™ tncii for your letter of June i5, in

ans««r to mind of Jaa® 29 raising soioe “~ueotiens “tioat th«
J&rmasae eYscuatioii* Yoar letter w&s very infoimstire rud

I appreciate your writing at sach ~ince writing to
you X harv* been iax raed th™t California States 3>ienstdr
Cooncil has the files of Stat@ S«f@nse Council aid I have

ritten to its hs&d to ascertain if I could secure infoinmtion
aliout local defense Coimcils from thaa.

in your letter ™ tt referred to ~conorioally motiTated
pressore groups™ bejjag auxloiis to secure Japanese proper”v-, etc.
and to }"Mt« them yeaov«d as coaipetitors* Thut many did seo an
opportunity herd *eeu»s elsar "Uit this ie, of course, not th®
elaim asid# by Ur* Grodzins who fiadc $ridenee that tfcese groape
atiawilated the demand for et&ca&tiozi tefere 1he paHic «t liirge
cre« to ask: for it# We find no evidenc# of UrNs*

IT you coniaf lioirevez® glre us some clue as to those
Interests anxious to ee the Japanese r”ooved competitors
we coaid eximina their actiTities darliig the Riontl™ "befbre
<tacuation b#ca&e widely demisied to seo If th” coaid in any
senne 'te 88id to hare formed or decided public opinion. Any
suggestions her© would "te v&xy ralualblc. My aeilaait.s you cure
to oiaB would 'te considered ac strictly confidential#

Hav other points oc&ir to i< In yotir radio address
of pelsroary 4t 1M2 (page 345 of yoar Collected Public Papers)
you qaoted four paragraphs froma a stateapjst vou had raede to loyal
Amerleaa cltisens of Jaj»n@s@ ancestij* Can tell m wiBre 1
eaa flad. the entire I voald like to get a copy of it.

Seeotxiiy inthis a&tm epexdti you oiention th«t "hundred*
of letters had received lay you.w asking thp t some thtnfr De done
to prevent sabotage, presuaea™Xy adTocatiag OTaeuAtioa* Wh«re are

ese letters now? Crold i1t e possible to get Access to thesa® It
0111d be very informatire to see bov many eame from iMiv ldasls and
how a=ijr from organized grouj* working for ©vacoptloa#

Sincerely

Edward Sm Barnhart
Assiataat Professr



enemy aliens removed.



424 V«liQelgp Hnl
14 November 1950

Mr. Culbert L, Olson
Olso~f wmson and Olson

639 South Soring Street
Los Angeles 14, California

Dear Sir:

J™ou wer™ very helpful to me over a je”r ago in
giving raa some information on the factors 1 ding to the
decision to evacuate the Japanese Americans in the months
after the attack on Pearl linrbor. As | indicated when |
wrote to you, I am writing a book on the evacuation, snd
attetnoting to find out just what factors were responsible
for the d@clsioiu 1 9m taking the liberty of writing to you
sgftin for informrition on another point related to my inquiry,

I noted that, according to the San Francisco

Chronicle of February 3, 1942, you had had a meeting on the
previous day with General DOWitt, ~omas Clark mci sone other

Icisls f'di t you had discussod =B Japanss® pi*01310m, 8lid
you issued a stfltemOnt «fter the meeting announcing th-t nplans
hnd btion made to solve the Jannnase problem without r*esor* to
wholesale removd of gqd Its to concentration camps in the
midwsst? tint; it was tH@ d@sii*© to avoid hO fPxtretn®
procedure” of mass evacuation if possible, and thnt less
rodicol measures woul/" afford M*?dequat®© protsctionf, against
fifth-colurnn dangers.

Was it your understanding nt this meeting ivlth
General DeviJditt that he approved of this plan and war, not
on thfit date urging th® necessity for mass evacuation? Was
h© In agreement at th-it data that your proposal TfTor lodging
the jQmn8s© adults in carrms In farming areas would be
satisfactory.

Any information you can give me from your recol*
lent ions of General DeWittattitude at that feime would be
of int and value to me.

If you are coming to Bay !'a rmy tin in the
ne.qr future 1 would anpreciate the opportunity lo meet and
talk wit] T u about this subject.

Sincerely

i2d.wgrd N.Barnhnrt
Asst. Pro lessor



Frank M. Jordan
SECRETARY OF STATE

OFFICE OF THE

rf

STATE OF CALIFORNIA
SACRAMENTO 3

Nov .17, 1950

EDWARD N. BARNHART, Assistant Professor
University of California

Department of Speech

424 Wheeler Hall

BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA

Dear Sir:

We do not have any record of any statement
by the Secretary of State of the State of California
regarding the evacuation of the Japanese from the
west coast following the attack on Pearl Harbore

Yours very truly,
FRANK M. JORDAN, Secretary of State

CJH/bb
Deputy Secretary of State



SACRAMENTO OFFICE
209 STATE CAPITOL
ANE: GILBERT 2-4711-—--LOCAL 2220

GOODWIN KNIGHT
lieutenant Clo&simor
STATE OF CALIFORNIA
Los Angeles, California
November 2.4 1950

Edward N. Barnhart, -~sst. Professor
Department of Speech

University of California

424 Wheeler Hall

Berkeley California

Dear Professor Barnhart:

Regarding your letter of November 15th,
no idea as to whether or not the then Lieutenant

LOS ANGELES OFFICE
304 STATE BUILDING
TELEPHONE: MADISON 6-1515

have

Governor in 194,2 issued any public statement regarding

the evacuation of the Japanese or whether

a statement vas made, if it appeared in print.

Ellis E. Patterson was Lieutenant Governor at
that time and 1 would suggest that you write him at

his home, 1187 South Rodeo Drive, Los Angeles.

may be able to help you.

He



CATINORNIA AM) THE WAR
Address over lAitual Don Lee Broadcasting System and Galifoi*nia Radio System, 12-14-41

My Fellow Citizens:

California and its people are called upon to perform a major role in this world war.
California and its peopleevjtj man, woman and child--unitedly responds to the per-
formance of that role and dutjr with enthusiastic lojralty, devotion, and a willingness
to make any sacrifice it requires,

#ith a thousand miles of coast line along the Pacific, our geographical position
places us in the first line of defense against invasion. Our great natural resources,
our huge oil supplies, our enormous agricultural and industrial production, our
numerous aircraft factories, shipbuilding yards, and other facilities needed to sustain
our -Nation in the ~Tinning of the war, are the natural objectives of attemtped aggres-
sions of our enemies. Already enemy reconnaissance, if not bombing, planes are knoxm
to have passed along our coast and to have covered a part of the interior areas.

Enemy forces for invasion from air or sea may be holering about us. We know the
regular Army, NaVy and Air Forces of our country, many of ?/hich are based in Califaula,
will ultimately defeat such efforts; bur we also know that until our enemies are
ultijnately and completeljr destroyed, the people and all the resources of California
must be enlisted and marshalled for their own protection and for carrying on this
world war against the Axis Powers to a successful conclusion.

7Men | say that the people of California loyally and enthusiastically respond to
their duty in this crisis, | msan not only native sons and daughters of old American
ancestry, but also every racial ~roup including Californians of Italian, Crerman and
Japanese extraction, as well as Califoisians of French, Austrian/ HungaHan7 Holland,
Belgian, (TzeckEo-Slovakian, Jugo-3lovakian, Roumanian, Bulgarian, Scandinavian, Grecian
snd of other ancient nationalities whose peopl©® in Europe, Asia and Africa now
enslaved by the military povrer of these world bandits and enemies of mankind, known
as the Axis Powers, All these groups of Californiafs population, as well as those
derived from Spanish, Mexican and Latin American Republics of our Western Hemisphere,
of Great Britain and her Dominions, of China, of Syria, Armenia and other small nations,
are u ited with traditional and native-born American citizens; all ready to do their
part in the service of our eountry”in this, the greatest world crisis in history*
Communications received by me from these various groups give assurances of their
loyalty. 1t would bO impossible to tqviqvj €611 all in tliis broadcast, but as a Sxinle
of* xhat X let m© .uote to you, foi* instancG, the following rGBrossuting
the sentiment of our population of Austrian extraction, expressed through representatives
of the Free Austria Movement in California, It reads in part as follows:

~Thousands of Free Austrians imprisoned or executed by Hitler?s troops are the
chief ?iTitnesses for the clear desire of Austrians to be separated from Germany after
the victory* Those Austrians who enjoy the hospitality of tliis country,and have
bson privilsged to dsclaps their iIn"tontiioii to bscouis fre®© Amspicsin citiz6lls con-
sider it necessary to express the intention of their silenced former countrjrmen®

to become fr e Austrians again. They for their part offer whatever support they

can give and gladly accept whatever sacrifices might be demanded in the “reat

struggle for a free world. They are sure that with the help of God and the

Americans victory will be won."

And as illistrative_of the many assurances by the Japanese groups of American born
Japanese citizens and Japanese residents of California, who number seventy thousand
or more, is this telegram from a Japanese resident of"San Mateo. It says:

X ait tTapansso, coming from Clispail twenty—two years ago to tliis grss™t country of
United States of America. | have lived very freely under the protection of the U.S.
Govt, and the great Flag of the Stars,and Stripes over t/o decades. Now I am myself
deeply guilty conscious that the Japanese navy attacked the peaceful American®land
without warning. They bombed and machine-gumed Kkilling the Japanese people in
Hawaii as well as the American people. | condemn the Japanese attack, ~It is

apparently the method of very treacherous Hitler” butcher3/ tactics. | am really
mad from the bottom of my heart and aetermined to fight against the treachery,
> butchery, tjrranny rulers of the Japanese navy, army and the "Who

are just puppet of Hitler”s world domination. 1 ask you td let me organize Japanese,



Chinese and Filipinos in this free country to

voluntary arm to join abroad the Chinese amy that are now fighting to defeat

Hitlerite Japanese army on their land to smash our conimon enemy of Fascist and

‘o libspat® our psople from under th© yoke of Hitler’s Slav ry regime

_commuiiicatioiis, mariifes™biiig loyalty on th© part of all. oiii* racial pi*oiips
are pouring 1iIn. *
~But vjb_do know that our enemies have their spies: that they have their carefully
I laid ospionage p l ansy~ ~ & MRSl . cluliniists ere and elsewhere in
America, “YKetlier wording under the direction of‘*the German, the Japanese or the
I Italian secret service, a.d thatf therefore, every precaution, and guarding must be
exercised and provided against the havoc and disaster which any successful sabotage
I might cause. As to such eneraies within our m"dst, | am sure the Intelligence Service
\ of the Army and the Navy and the FBI of the Dept of Justice, whose duty it is o
\ferret them out,- arrest and place them iIn concentration, will receive the aid and
the~cooperation of those of our loyal racial croups who are in an advantageous
positiofi to aid these authorities in detecting such enemies. All information leading
to the apprehension of such eneraies should be coiammicated to the offices of the FBI
immediately, and I call on all loyal citizens and residents of California to Derform
that duty.

v/eMare™in a serious ertiergeyl-, rjrsater einBrgency than any that we have ever faced.
1 Qjn 1s 1llg a pitock3iiiQ tioli declaring a state aoffemergency in Cgtlifoi*llia, in oi*der
that our plans for the performance of Californians war duty, its home defense, its
police, fire and State Guard protection, its health, welfare and consuiner protf‘ction,
its transportation, housing, 7 rks and facility needs and their protection, and
for marshalling of our industrial resources and production, our agricultural re-
sources and production, and our hunan resources and skills, may be readily, effec-
tively™and efficiently carried into action. That prodlamation reads as follows:

During the”long and grim struggle which we undoubtedly face, with its hazards and
required”™sacrifices, our people must be protected as well as directed in their ?rork
in.civilian life discipline, in the maintenaiice of a norale of enthusiastic cooper-
ation and in the performance of all of our responsibilities from Fireside to Firing
lin.6# kg responsibility for this protection rests upon the people”™s duly con-
stituted State and local governments, with such emergency aid as they may call
into service. Tour State govt is organized and prepared for that responsibility
on its part.

As early as June 24 1940 in anticipation of the need for preparedness for
California” part in the Natl De# Program, and for the emergency of war into which
vie were actually drawn last Sunday by Japanese invasion, 1 appointed a State
Council of Defense, representative of industry, labor, State and local governmental
agencies, veterans organizations, education and health and welfare agencies, for
the purpose of planning a program for home and civilian defense. At that time it
was difficult PPor us all to "beli Ve wO would now b® in actual wsli®» There was
no legislation then providing for a California State Council of Defense, and none
was e acted until a year later. Hoxvever, the original Council, so appointed and
organized, laid the plans for State defense and civilian protection, cooDerated
with the Council of National Defense iIn setting up patterns for the States to
follow in the organization of State agencies for home and civilian defense, and
began organization work in accordance w/ith such plans.

The Legislature recognized the need for the establishment of the State Council
and local councils in accordance ?/ith such plans, and on May 30,1941, enacted a
measure providing for the establishment of the Calif St. Council of Defense fin
order better to provide for the participation of this State and its local units
of govt in~the Natl Def. Pro#*** under the direction of the Governor as the exec,
head™of this StateM and Mto provide State and local defense councils for the inte-
gration of all goTfermnental prograns for defense, for the adjustments necessary
to effect a prompt assirfiilation of such programs, and for the proper coordination
betv/een the activities of govt and the private agencies co -erating in the defense
effort.H

The members of the State Council of Defense, set up under this act, consist of
the Governor, the Adjutant Genl, the Atty Genl, the State Supt. of Pub. Instr., the
Drtr. of Pub. Health, 4nd 20 members appointed by the Govr., who is ex officio
Ghairman of the Council. An exec. comm, and an exec. se ¥ are provided for.
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(speech, coni”™d)
The work of the Council is divided among its committees, vthose duty it is to study
and make recommendations of specific plans for the direction of all local governmental
agencies and councils of defense in the various fields of civilian defense, health,
welfare, transportation, housing, and production activities.

On similar pattern, and in accordance with directions from the State Council of
Befense, local councils of defense are organized under the authority of local
county and city govts, and under the direction of the chief executives of the
county and city administrations. Ordinarc es have been adopted providing for
these local councils of defense, as recommended by the State Council, Plans
have been prepared by the State Defense Council, to be followed by all local
councr s to meet civilian protection and defense requirements. Further instruc-
tions are in course of preparation by the State Council and by the Natl. Office
of Civ. Defense, which are transmitted by me to the local councils and to the
public. Naturally, considerable time is required in putting into effect uniform
rules, regulations and detailed methods of procedure for the various defense
activities, including the enlistment of voluntary services. But such uniform
regu ajbions and procedures are rapidly being perfected until there shall be
accomplished a line of authority from the Office of Civ, Def. of the Nation,
through the Governor to the State Council of Befense, to the local govts and
their councils of defense, to the volunteer organize ions in every line of ac-
tivity, as well as to tire population generally, concerning each individual”®
duty in all emergencies.. These uniform directions will be given and repeated
by broadcast, by pamphlet circularization, and through the columns of the press
until they shall become fully understood by the ertire population. Continuous
work to that end is noxv being performed. 1 will, as will the Executive Secretary
of the State Council of Defense, communicate to the local governmental authorities
and their defense councils, and to their volunteer auxiliary forces, and to the
public generally, uniform regulations for carrying out details of plans coming
from the Hatl. OFffice of Div. Defense and from the State Council of Def8n£be,

Every citizen should be on the alert for this information and become fully acquainted
with his duty in line of action in any disaster, vhether from bombing or other cause
that may endanger life or property. This does not mean that everyone should vol-
unteer for State Qoiard duty or for any given line of duty, such as air raid wardens,
fire vmrdens, or other police or simigolice service. Only a limited number can be
designated for such service. But it means that there is a duty for everyone, In-
cluding women and children, to perform in the home, on the streets, and in public
places for his own protection and for the protection of his neighbofs in faithfully
following out instructions given by the duly constituted authorities iIn any and

all emergenciese

Central registration offices for all volunteers for civilian defense dut3r are
being established, in each locality, from which central office volunteers will be
assigned O the division of service in which he or she may best serve. Volunteers
for civilian service should call on .their city and county authorities for dirGctions
to these central registration places.

The organization and functions of the State Guard, established since the National
Guard was inducted into the regular Army, which is now being increased to 25,000
officers and men to meet requirements for its services, will be the subject of
another broadcast by me for the information of all volunteers to this important
service and for the information of the public generally.

Let us realize that we are all enlisted to perform our respective duties in the
grave crisis faced by our State and Nation, whether as. civilians, government officials,
reserve Army, Navy and State Guard forces, or as --ctual combat troops, Svery night
let us repeat our allegiance to the Flag of the U.S_A.; every day let us renew our
resolution that that Flag shall remain hoisted as the beacon of liberty and justice
for the people of all the world as we go forward with firm determination that we
shall not only crush the Axis Powers and free mankind from their enslavement, but
that we shall also be prepared to win the peace that shall follow this world war,
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EXISTENCE OF WAR aiSRaSNCY

State of Calif., Governorls Office, Sacto. 12-20-41

Members of the Senate and Assembly

GREETINGS: For your information, in connection with the matters submitted to you
for consideration in my call of the pre . . ss.sikDn, and for the information
of the public as to the serious need for action on the part of the Legislature as reco-
mmended in my message to you yesterday, 1 respectfully cpill your attention to the
attached communications w h W™ J5%t now received from Lt.Gen. J.L. DeWitt, GCorain.
G-enl., WDC, Hdqtrs. Presidio, S.F., Cal.

Respectfully submitted. CIJIB™RT L. OLSON, GOY.

Confidential- War Dept., Hdqtrs. IHDG & 4th Army Presidio of San Francisco.
Office of the Commanding G-enl. ~ 2-19-41
20 Hon. Culbert L. Olson, Govr. of State of Calif., Sacto.
Dear Governor: cannot emphasize to you too strongly the very real menace at this
time to the national safety which arises from the presence in the States comprising
the WDC, 1in #iich the St. of alif. in included, of the considerable number of enemy
aliens and possible fifth columnists.-

Already, since the beginning of hostilities against this country, proof has mounted
of fifth column activity and sabotage, particularly in Hawaii .and the Philippines, which
have caused serious property and Military damage and have contributed to the loss of
many American lives.

Conditions which favored those activities and produced those results, existwithin
your State, and the opportunity for hostile activity of the kind here mentioned is in-

c eased during times when the people generally are occimied and their attention diverted
by fairs, fiestas and public gatherings and occasions such as the Christmas and Ylew YearTs
holiday season vhich is now at hand.

It is vital to the safety and well-being of all our people, as well as to the accom-
plishment of the mission of the Military Forces engaged in protecting them and their
activities that you, through every means at your command, bring the actual and potential
sources of such activities under the closest possible surveillance, and that you promptly
furnish, or cause to be furnished to the Federal Bureau of Investigation or to the nearest
Military authorities, iInformation of auspicious aliens or other persons and of all sus-
Dicious activities whatsoever of the kind in question. In addition, all enemy aliens
and other believed to be actually or potentially dangerous as fifth columnists or
saboteurs should, as far as practicable, be denied entrance 0Ol* access to sensitive areas
such as oil fields, refineries and oil stora-e facilities, railrood and highway bridges,
docks, essential utilities and industrial plants.

Specifically, and in addition to such other measures as may suggest themselves, |1
request that you “ive the widest publicity to the situation now existing through a Pro-
clamation, reciting the existing facts, declaring the existence of an unlimited emergency,
and if you have not already done so, authorizing the voluntary enrollment of State G-uards
and such other and additional protective forces as may be authorized by the.laws of
your State; that you designate some responsible and competent State official to coordinate
all measures for State and civilian clefense in cooperation with the Armed Forces of the
United States, to direct and complete the Voluntary Civilian defense organization of
your State and to expedite the enrollment and training of personnel for civilian protoction
services; and, finally, that you enjoin upon the people prompt compliance with the
directives of duly constituted Military and civilian authorities,

I assure you that the measures above outlined, if promptly put into operation and
carried through with energy and resolution, will immeasurably assist the protection
of our people and the accomplishment of the Military mission assigned the undersigned
as Coinmander of the Western Theatre of Operations Def. Com),

I am taking all practicable steps with the troops and means under my command to
insure the nonimpairment of those resources and activities essential to the National
defense within the Western Theatre of Operations which comprises the States of Calif*,

Oregon, Wash., Nevada, Utah, Idaho, Arizona and Montana*.



The accomplishment of the Military mission assigned, in all its ramifications,
does not permit the assignment of troops for the protoction of every possible place,
facility or industry that is subject to sabotage and fifth column activity. The
people in every State and every community of the Western Theatre of Operations

have a definite responsibility in this regard; and it is in order to insure that n
they realize it and bring to berr every possible means for combating this insidious M
danger that 1 ask you to take the action requested herein. n

I am furnishing a copy of this letter to the Military commanders responsible for
the application of Military measures V/ithin your State V/Ith diroction that they con-
tact the municipal authorities vdthin their areas to insure full cooperation and
coordination between:the action of the troops under their command and the civil
authorities.

A letter similar to t is one is being sent to the Governors of the other States
named above as comprising the Western Theatre of Operations,

Very truly yours, /s/ J.L.De*fitt, Lt. Gen., TJ.S_Aimy.

® %

Wa, Dept. Hd”~s. ~ Ar,y - Presidio o, 3.,., Ofnce 0, Co™ndin, Cenl._,
T Hon. C.L. Olson, Gov, St, of Calif., Sacto,

Dear Oovernor: Referring to my let er to you of this date concerning measures for the
prevention of fifth column activies and sabotage, TJave today received a copy of the
Proclamation issued by you on December 14, 1941, reciting the existence of a state of
?/ar between the ITS and Japan, Germany, and ltaly,

This Proclamation substantially complies with the pertinent suggestions contained
in my letter above mentioned.

Your prompt and vigorous action in thus proclaiming the existing state of war and
in etting in motion the defense forces of your= State is a source of much gratifica-
tion. M

Very truly jrours, /s/ J.L. DeWitt, Lt. Gen., TJ.S.A™my m



REGISTRATION OF ENEMY ALIENS N
Radio address given over California®Radio System, 2-4-42
My Fellow Citizens:

With the registration and identification of alien enemies in California, which
is now being accomplished and will be completed ~bj the latter part of this month,
plans are being considered for the disposition of all alien enemies in a manner that
will assure protection against possible sabotage or fifth column activities, and
at the same time protect all vYithin that classification and all who are racially
related to them from injury or unjust treatment. The classification of alien
enemies necessarily includes all Japanese who are not now and who can not become
American citizens, and all Italian and German residents who are not Merican
citizens. These classifications necessarily include people who are entirely
loyal to the United States, many of them being refugees who have escaped to this
land of liberty from the tyraony, barbarisms and cruelties of Axis rule in their
native lands, and are ready to fight to their death against the Axis powers.

With the registration and identification of all who come xrtthin the classification
of alien enemies, it is believed that those ?;ho are of Italian or Geiman extrac-
tion can be also identified as to their loyalty or disloyalty Mich easier than
such identification as to loyalty or disloyalty can be determined among the
Japanes”™aXi”™is and their relatives who are born American citizens. All Japanese
people, 1 believe, will recognize this fact. And all Japanese aliens and citizens
must realize that plans are absolutely necessary for protection against all possi-
ble enemies from within our borders. All loyal people within that classification
should cooperate in the execution of such plans, and thus manifest their absolute
loyalty regardfess of incidental hardships or inconveniences.

The fact that our iirmediate conflict of arms is with Japan; the fact that the
largest proportion of the Japanese population in the United States resides in
California, and the difficulty which Japanese themselves recognize of determining
among Japanese aliens and citizens, where loyalties and disloyalties to this
country exist, present a special defense problem in planning for the proper dis-
position oftalien Japanese and their relatives who are American citizens, *

Mmediately after the treacherous Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, which many
Japanese citizens loudly condemned, 1 made the follox“ring announcement to all
loyal American citizens of Japanese ancestry: 1 quote:

Jihe tTar against ~apan places you in a most difficult situation. On the one
hand you can so easily, and through no fault of your own, be made the objects of
unfair discrimination or even of bodily harm by other over-zealous citizens 17110,
because of their hatred of the Japanese Government and their distrust of Japanese
in this situation, feel compelled to vent that hatred and distrust upon any
Japanese racials with Vvl they come in contact.

nOn the other hand, as loyal Americans, you are anxious to r‘“ive overy support to
our government in the war against Ja”an. And very naturally and very properly, you
want your loyalty and your services now to be recognized and accepted for their
true values.

MAs | view it, you are in position to render extraordinary and unique services
¥hich could not possibly be rendered.”/ those of other races. You can render
unique services to our military and naval intelligence departments, as ¥ll as the
Federal Bureau of Investigation, You can help publid officials in dealing with
noncitizen Japanese racials. And you can help solve the general problem of pro-
duction by.working hard a your usual dialy tasks.

"As for those of the Japanese race who are or may be disloyal to our country,
and vJho may enga-e in sabotage or fifth column activities, 1 am reminding the
citizens of California that although their help is v/anted in apprehending such
persons, their arrest, restraint and punishment are the business of the FBI and
military, naval and civil authorities, and not the business of lay citizens.0

And 1 called upon all citizens of California to exercise the virtues of fair-
ness, restraint and forbearance in their contacts and™dealings with the JaDanese*



But i1t is known tha there are Japanese residents of California who have sought
to aid our Japanese enemy by way of commimieating information, or who have shown
indications of preparation for fifth column activities. How far-reaching that may
be, 1t is not known, and it is impossible, iIn the very nature of things, to deter-
mine. Therefore, it becomes absolutely necessary that comprehensive and effective

security against possible sabotage and other fifth column i

activities bv tie Japanese in California. | am sure that all loyal Japanese will n
understand this and will be willing to manifest and prove their loyalty by cooperating
in the perfection and execution of plans that will assure this protection to our
State and Nation, as wvrell as for their ovm safety from unfair and abusive treatinent
which might be difficult to restrain if such measures of protection were not adopted,
I have received assurances from many leading Japanese residents of their desire to
thus manifest their loyalty.

On Monday of this week, in the Governor” office at Sacramento, 1 met With General
DeT/itt of the Western Army Command; Thos. B. Clark, representing the Atty Genl of the
US and the FBI; J.Lr.Thompson, representing the Dept of Agriculture of the US;

Cecil, Drtr of Depfe of Agric. of Calif.; and Adj- Genl J.O. Donovan of the Calif.
State CGuard, for the purpose of discussing particularly this problem of the Japanese
population and developing plans for protection against any menace to defense and
civilian safety from the large population of Japanese within our borders.

I want all loyal Japanese citizens to knew/ that this problem and the development
of plans for its solution were approached by all of us with the considerations for
their loyalty, indicated in my announcements above-mentioned, and that they vfill be
called upon to manifest their loyalties in a real and most convincint manner by
cooperating the aiding in carrying out such plans as may be adopted, and making
real sacrifices to that end. Many of the Japanese race are serving in the US Army
and may even novi be on the front line of combat against the Japanese Crovernment
forces. Surely those loyal Japanese citizens who are not in the combat forces should
be willing to adjust their lives to meet anjr requirejnents considered necessary for
their ovm protection, for civilian protection generally, for national defense, and
for the winning of the war.

It so happens that ab®ut three-fourths of the distributors of agricultural food-
stuffs in California, heretofore licensed by the Departnent of Agriculture of this
State, are Japanese, and a large part, if not most of them, are alien Japanese. Such
licenses have,h.™d access t® military and naval base areas and vital defense Droduc-
tion plants It has been deemed necessary.to revote such licenses and deny the issnanos
of newvllcenses to any such alien enemies, and to investigate and use discretion in
issu™g licenses to any af the Japanese produce distributors. It so happens, also,
thkt agricultural production, and particularly of foodstuffs so important to maintain
and to increase as a part tf the program, of production of food for victory of the
Department ®F Agriculture, 1is very efficiently carried on and performed by Japanese.
To lose the benefit ®F this Japanese labor in agricultural production would be a
serious I#,ss tO© »ur viqr economy. That fact also is taken into consideration in
plans for regulating the activity of the JaDanese.

The fact that raost of such agricultural production is within ¥/hat is defined as
the combat -one of California; that iIs to say, a strip extending inland for a hundred
miles from the seashor, makes this phase of the T5- blem most difficult. The Army
high™“coranand has determined, as amscessarv measure of safety, that all alien
enemies must be removed from, the greater part, if not all, of this combat zone,
and the Atty G-enl of the US is now designating specific areas within the combat
zone from \*jhich removals are now taking place. But obviously/ this is not considered -
sufficient protection, either by the high command of the Army or by me and other
State governmental officials, or by the Dept of Justice of US* And California
citizens generally are naturally aroused and/alarmed as to the possibility of
Sabo"ba.gG and organizsd fifth coXumii ~apansse activitiGs in a.ny arca. whop® larg®
-numbers of Japanese reside. Hundreds of letters have baen received by me from



citizens, manifesting this alarm, but x‘rithout hysteria; showing only constructive
concern that proper steps shall be taken to prevent trouble and injury from and to
this racial group* Therefore the necessity of comprehensive plans vj-ith reference
to the Japanese population for the duration of the war.

At our conference on Monday, general dlans were agreed uD n for the movement
and placement of the ~entire adult Japanese population in California at prndnntive

and protection for themselves and the State and Nation as shall be deemed necessary.
A survey and census, started over a month a™o by our State Dept of Agric, will soon
be completed, which will goiv the precise status (as to citizenship, relationship,
location, occupation, and other pertinent information), of every adult Japanese
occupant of farm lands. This information, together with the registrations required,
by the Federal Government, will enable us to know our Japanese population and where
they are; what they are doing, and how their services can be utilized to help win
the ?7ar. A survey is also being made by our State Dept of Agric. of the localities
in which agricultural production can be carried on with Japanese labor wit]loirb.en-
croachment upon the restricted areas within the combat zone. All of this informa-
tion will be speedily prepared for a further conference, soon to be held, by the same
representatives of e Army, the Departraent of Justice, the Dept of Agric, our
State Drtr of Agric, the Adj G-enl and myself, to definitely determine upon specific
plans for comprehensively locating and regulating the activities of our adult
Japanese population for the duration of the war. Such plans, we believe, are the
most feasible for meeting this problem, both from the standpoint of State and
national defense and from the standpoint of State and national defense and from

the standpoint of fairness to the Japanese people themselves. We believe that such
plans as finally worked o and put .into effect will prevent the necessity of con-
sidering the drastic alternative of responding to the demand, which is quite general
in the State as well as. throughout the Nation, that the entire adult Japanese popu-
lation be removed and concentrated in the interior of the US.

t is obvious, therefore, that all loyal Japanese, citizens must, when called upon,
show their loyalty in copperating in the execution of such plans when they are
finally determined upon and put into operation#

expect iIn another broadcast, at an early date, to be able to -e more specific
in reporting the progress of this undertaking.

I thank you and bid you good ni ht.
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HIOCLAIN-ATION -- Declaring the existence of a state of emergency throughout the St. of Cal,

Pereas, a state of mr now exists between the Govt, of the US of Am. and the Govts
of Japan, Germany and ltaly; and

mereas, with a thousand miles of coast line along the Pacific, the geographical
position of the St. of Calif, places it in the first line of defense against invasion,
and this State may at any time become a theatre of war. Already enemy reconnaissance,
if not bombing, planes are known to have pasned along our coast and to have covered a
part of the interior areas. ur great natural resources, our huge oil supplies, our
enorinoiis agricultural and industrial production, our nmnerous aircraft factories,
shipbuilding yards, and other facilities needed to sustain our nation in the winning
of the war, are the natural objectives of attempted aggressions of our enemies; and

Whereas, California is thus confronted with numerous and immediate problems arising
out of the existing state of vmr, including the need for full cooperation of its
Qi”Nizens in carrying out plans and.directions of the Army and the Navy and other war
and civilian defense agencies of the Govt, of the US and of the State and local
govts in the successful prosecution of the war, and for home and civilian defense
and protection of the life and property and the health and welfare of the civilian
population; and

Whereas, the State of Calif, has ithin its borders numerous extensive military
and naval reservations and bases dependent upon its transportation and comnunication
facilities, its port facilities, its bridges, dams, levees, utilities, essential to
the successful presecution of the 77ar and.to ciTilian protection, requiring in that
protection the services,of State and local governments; and

Whereas, the welfare and safety of the people of this State and the protection of
its resources, utilities and facilities against sabotage and subversive activities
calls for emergency actions on the part of State and local govts.; and

Ifhereas, plans are adopted by the State Council of Defense, in cooperation with
the Office of Civilian Defense of the Nation and of local councils of defense, for the
purpose of meeting t ese Requirements and responding to the needs of the people iIn
any emergency, disaster or threat of disaster, in any part of the State; and

7/hereas, the present emergency must be recognized by State and local Govts., and
by the people in order tha the plans and purpose of the State govt and its Council
of Defense and the several local govts and their councils of defense may be successfully
effectuated;

Now, therefore, 1, Culbert L. Olson, Govr. of the St. of Calif., under and by

virtue of the authority vested in me as Chief Executive of the Ht. of Calif., and in
accordance with the Constitution and laws of the State, | do liereby proclaim and a -

clare that a state of ejnenncy exists throng}lOut the State of California, and

hereby designate the duly constituted officers of the State and of each city and of

n of each county, as the officers to take c.harge of this

emergency in theilr respective jurisdictions, and to,carry into effect plans for civil

protection adopted by the State Council of Defense and by local councils of defense

in accordance therewith, in cooperation with the duly constituted authorities of

the Govt, of the US in the prosecution of the war and in provisions for civilian protection.
In Witness ?/hereocf, 1 have hereunto set my hand and caused the G-reat Seal of the

St. of Calif, to be affixed this f4th day of Dec., A.D. 1944 ,

Attest: Paul Peek, Secy of State Culbert L.OlIson, Gov.



The accomplis ment of the Military missipfffassigned, in all its ramifications, does

not peiynit the assigmtent of troops for protection of evej~zi-"est"le"pface, facility
or indufetry that_is_subject to sabotayy, = =  __ w2lollm_activity, The people jip
every S ate alTd every cd™iunfby of Theatre of Operations have a definite

respons bility in this regard; and yt is in order to "insure that tij”<real jze it
and brii g to bear every possible Wans for combating tkis insid>»Ci® danger that I
ask you to take the action reg”~s/ed herein

I am furnishing a copy of thiKletter to the I-ilitarv™imnanders respond jble for
the app ication of Hilita” measjir® within your Statp”ith direction that" they con-
tact th_ municipal authorities w MTr areaaJ™J) insure full cooperatiipn and
coordination between the action of te] ~oops u#Kler trofo* command mand the ¢ vil
authorities#

A letter similar to this one is bein™~Issto the Governors of the othej? States
named abo”™e as comprising the Wester~™"atre of Operations.

yoursK (/ J.L. DeWitt, Lt. G™n., U.S.Army

War Dept, kdqgtrs. Ath Arm/ - Presidio of S.F., Off~e of Commanding (Penl., 12-19-41
Hon. G.L. bison, St. Caliiu, Sacto

Dear Gowveriior: B”rerring to my Ttibloil of this date 5"icerning measures for the
preventionjof~ftii column activities an ~ otage, 1 have received a copy of the

Proclamaticinissued by you on December”?” 1?41, reciting the Stistence of state of
war betweermhe United States and Jj"n, Germany, and lItaly.
This PrOTlainatiojfi substantiallj”™complies ?/ith the pertinent su”estions contained in
117 letteryaiove mentioned.
Your pr mpt"”\jid v~gui puy tileeiittsliiigand
in setting in motion the defense forces of your State is a source of Wch gStification.
Very trulmyours, /s/ J_L.DeWitt, Lt.OenX U.S._Array



STATE DEFENSE PROGRAM
Radio address given over California Radio System, Jan 28,1942

Our ?/ar for victory and our civilian defense naturally require the closest
cooperation of State.Govt with the Army and ~avy coimiands in California. Emergency
requirements upsetting the normal peace time activities of the civilian population,
considered necessary for prompt and unobstructed movement of combat troops, forces,
and supplies of the Army and the “avyt and as precautions for civilian safety and
protection, must be adopted from time to time as emergency conditions and informa-
tion within the knowledge of the Army and Navy commands and disclosed to civil
authorities, justify. This means that much information regarding interference
with normal civilian activities is of a secret nature, the disclosure of which
vjou d aid our enemies, ,and, therefore, can not be broadcast.

There is no doubt that all loyal citizens of California are Trilling to suffer
anv inconvenience or interference with their normal lives and their social and
recreational diversions, as well as 10ss of business and employment whenever
necessary to successfully carry on the Var and protect life and property in
California. It is no unnatural, however, that they may sincerely believe that
some restrictions or interferences are not so necessary, and that it is entirely
consistent with all defense .and war work that certain restrictions be removede
I am referring nov7 to such restrictions as have been made upon the advice and
request of the Western Army Command, that horce racing be abandoned, and that
other events, such as fairs, fTestivals, large conventions, parades, tournaments,
and occasions of the gathering of many thousands of people in one place, with the
incident congestion of highways in their travel to and from such places. | have
received numerous communications, and copies of newspaper articles and editorials,
vjritten by (llle of our most loyal citizens, who are th mselves engaged in defense
work, questioning the need of imposing some of these restrictions, and con-
structively suggesting that instead of their bein”™ helpful in the war and defense
effort, they are likely to result in an und mining of public morale as we settle
down to the somber, serious and distressing work of a long and bitter vmr. The
need of he people, through the seriousness and sorrow of war, for occasional
diversion and relaxation as helpful to them in the performance of their duties,
is emphasized. It said that England found it necessary,- in the interest of
civilian morale, to reopen and extend football schedules, boxing matches, sporting
tournaments, and the running of horse races, at which large crowds, sometimes as
high as 200,000 or more, were gathered, even during the seasons when England was
being bombed and threatedn with invasion. |In view of the fact that upon the in-
sistence of the General in cominand of the United States Army in California, the
Tournament of Roses and the Rosebo?71 Football Game on January 1st, and similar
events scheduled for the early part of this month, were canceled, and Santa Anita
horse racing, scheduled for this season, was prohibited, and many similar events
have been banned, the question is asked, fKust start thivS long, hard war under
a blanket order canceling diversion and entertainment events entirely for weeks
and even months in advance, or would it not be possible instead to establish a
policy of canceling events on any particular day or days when in the opinion of
military authorities such action ?rould seem to be necessary?"1

California is known as the paradise of tourists, as well as of residents, as a
natural playground and place of diversion because of its exceptional climate and
diversity of recreational environments. The conduct of recreational and ~ntertain-
ment events constitutes a large part of the business and economy of this State.
Their blanket suppression, therefore, not only prevents the diversions and recrea-
tions wiiich are considered important to the morale of the people, but seriously
destroys many legitiinate businesses and displaces from employment thousands upon
thousands of people whose living depends upon their employment in connection with
such events. This situation, therefore, becomes the deep concern and requires the
most serious consideration of the Governor and other civil authorities.



Genl John L. DeWitt, Coim™nding Genl. TIC <€ 4th Army, whom I admire as an able

Genl, thoroughly sensing the great responsibility of his position and determined

in uis alertness to see that th6 forces under his command shall bo moved with dis-
patch and efficiency, and to prevent perils which they are constituted to guard
anainsti, 1 fesl sur®© a.Xso fully considers tbsse civilian upsets v/hich insult fpom
military requirements. Yesterday | held a tvro-hour conference ¥Yith Genl DeWitt

in the"G- vernor»s office at Sacramento, at which I fully discussed this subject

with him. We had before us the many communications received by me from citizens

of various parts of the State, and he had similar communications sent directly to
Mm, raising the questions above mentioned as to the necessitjr for comprehensive

and rigid restrictions of these events. In this conference General DeWitt shovred

his appreciation of the seriousness of these military requirements of the civilian
population and their effect upon business and eraploYinent. He expressed his desire

to avoid or minimize them as much as possible, consistent With the prompt movement
of~troops and defense and war necessities. Much information received from General
iDevifitt. in this conference is of a nature which can not be broadcast, but this inuch
lean be stated: that within the combat zone, x*hich Is a strip extending one hundred
Milss inland along the entir® coast of California, "Hi us® of 40O liigh.ways in "BbH
~movement of troops and Ihterlals of war is constantly required. Without anv specidl
events gathering tnes of thousands of people going to and from such events and making
the traffic jams incident thereto, normal traffic conditions interfere with the move-
11161 "™troops and vjap il “fGi"ialss XF additional intGpfQpenc© and obstpuctions by
events are perinitted causing long traffic congestions in and near the combat zone

and its approaches, our v/hole war effort is obstructed and interfered \ith. Santa
Anita and the I1ol1JATOOd Park race tracks ar®© within this combat zone, and so are
many other places at which events are usually held, attended, by huge crowds, heavily
taxing the jnain highways and arteries of traffic and transportation. As an illustra-
tion of the interference of such events with the movement of troops and traffic in
war jaaterials, attention is called to the serious condition caused by horse racing
at Tia Juana in Lower California.

. Thousands upon thousands of Californians are congesting the highways with traffic
in going to and from these races; highways, in the combat zone, which are needed
every day in the movement of military forces and war supplies. 1 take this occasion
to ask Californians during this emergency not to use the highways in going to and
from races at Tia wuana. Surely all xFill be willing to discontinue occupying the
highv/ays to attend these horee races at Tia Juana v;hen they realize their interfer-
ence with the serious work of this total war. |If this is not voluntariljr discon-

ti ed, then steps .will_probably be taken, by International arrangements: to Drevent
the crossing of the Mexican border for this diversion.

Jithin the combat zone, restrictions against events at which people gather in ex-
cess of a few thousand at one tine, is, according to Genl DeTitt»s opinion, necessary,
and such restrictions may be anticipated for an indefinite period. Outside the com-
bat zone, that is to sjjr, in the interior and to tho eastern boundary of California,
restrictions vill not be as rigid. County fairs, festivals and similar events, at
which as high as fifteen or tvYyenty thousand or inore people gather at one tine, may
be permitted. But in all such cases that largely depends upon the location of the
event as it may affect troop movements or other military requirements at the time.

It is, therefore, important to have clearances for such events before completion of
preparations for them,

g is not only the delays and obstructions of traffic within the combat zone which
call*_such restrictions, but <orie events in some places may be banned for the Dro-
tection of the people attending them against the perils of possible plans of fifth
columnist activities, sabotage, bombing, fire alarms, and other forms of terrorism
and danger to life caused by the enemy.



General Defitt assures: me. that conditions here requiring such restrictions as have
been or ma®. be made, are not comparable with conditions in England__that the physical
conditions and traffic problems there are entirely unlike those we have here on the
Mest Coast; and that®lack of restrictions® against tho holding of races and stoilar
events in England are not a tenable argument against such restrictions here.

It should be kno™m throughout California and throughout the Nation that the
civilian and_the military authorities are doing everything within their power to
make it safe to be in California, and that such restrictions and interferences
with civilian activities are taken to assure the safety of life in California,
Surely iIf anyone desiring to come to Califarrnia during the war period did not
have confidence that all authorities, military and civil, were looking out and
on the alert for the protection of the people of this State from injury, and for
the protection of he State a-ainst invasion in any form, they would be least
likely to feel safe in coming to California*

It is inevitable that during adjustments, hb xe .settle down to the serious
business of a long war, misunderstanding, misinformation and disruptions of nor-
mal activities will occur; but readjustments and clearer unders anding will grad-
ually be brought about, until the minimum of disturbance and sacrifice to the
diversions and businesses of the people incident thereto will 't accomplished.

Next Wednesday evening at this same time, 1 will speak of the problem of dealing
with our Japanese and other alien enemies in California, which I also dincus”ed
at length with G-eneral DeWitt, and Y/hich 1 am taking up with the Department of
Justice of the United States, Today 1 issued a proclamation pursuant to the procla-:
mation issued by President Roosevelt on January 14-th, requiring all Japanese, Ger-
mans and Italians fourteen years of age or over, who are not citizens of the United
States, to secure certificates of identification and register for identification
during the period February 2d through February 7th, next. This is our first step
in the direction of having all alien enemies identified and kept under surveillance,
I thank .you and bid you good .niglit* - I EI  «
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PROCLAMATION
Requiring the registration of all enemy aliens in California

President -B"ranklin Delano Roosevelt, on January 14, 1942, issued a proclamation
requiring *11 Japanese, Germans and ltalians, fourteen years of a”e or over who are
not citizens of the US to secure Certificates of Ildentification, The Departir.ent of
Justice has set the period from February 2 through February 7» 1942 for these aliens
to register for Identification purposes in California.

The general requirements of the identification program are

(&) All German, ltalian and Japanese aliens, (technically known as alien enemies)
viho are fourteen years of age or over, must file application for a Certificate of
Identification.

@ All such aliens must file applications v*ithin the period from February 2 throu™i
February 7*

() Applications for Certificates of ldentification must be filed at First or
sSecond Class or County Seat Post Offices. The alien is required to go to any such
post office nearest his place of residence.

(@) Aliens filing applications must bring vjith them their Alien Registration
Heceipt Card, and three unmounted photographs of themselves, with light background,
2” x 2M in size, printed on thin paper. These photographs must have been taken noi
more than 30 days prior to the time the alien presents his application and must be
taken front view and a hat,

(G) Aliens fTiling applications may take a member of their family or a friend
to the post office. If they can:ot x/rite, thegJ?>- are advised to take someone -/ith
them who writes plainly. If such a person is not available, clerks at the post
office will help them vjith their applications,

(®) Certificates of ldentification will be delivered to the aliens personally
at their residence address. Aliens are asked to cooperate in every possible
with the post office carriers to facilitate delivery and acceptance.

(7) The requirements should involve no expense to the aliens except for the
photographs. It is not necessary to pay any person or organization for assistance#
The government, which includes the post offices, will assist the alien as much as
possible,

(8 Complete printed instructions for filing applications are available at all
post offices.

(Now, therefore, in view "of these facts, I, Gulbert L. Olson, O-overnor of the
State of California, do hereby proclaim the period of February 2 through February 7 »
1942, as Alien Registration Period for the purpose of securing Certificates of lden-
tification, 1 urge all German, Italian and Japanese aliens, fourteen years of age
or over, to comply with the requirements of the Fed. G vt within this time.

In Witness Whereof, 1 have hereunto set my hand and caused the Great* Seal of the
State of California to be affixed this 28th day of January, jJA-.D.1942*
/7 s/ CliiDert XT"Olson, Sovr. of California*
(Seal)
Attest: Paul Peek, Secy of State.



TEIE BROTHEHHOOD OF MN
Address given before the conference of Christians and Je¥?;s, Los Angeles 2-13-42

In spite 6F times that try menfs souls as never before in the history of this
country and the world, the Ar rican people have not yet begun to lose their faith
in ljlie <Ajrei”ican way of life* It is still "tie only way of life for Arnerica—-in-
deed, for the world. _Theg believe this so deeply that they are giving their sons
to die for this imperishable ideal, xvhich Lincoln»s birthday in our Nation re-
kindles each year as the last best hope for mankind. To build on this earth a
real brotherhood of nations is Americanism.

For~this solemn reason alone, 1 have set aside this Friday, now immediately
following the holiday that closed the Governorls office yesterday in Honor of
the Groat Emancipator, as the official occasion to mark obseirvance throughout t
this State_of National Brotherhood Week, endj,nf ?e” 22d, on the Birthday of the
Father of our Country,~-w?T6se leWersKip laid the foundations of brotherhood and
peace by services so notable that the whole world pays tribute now to George
Washington as the cornerstone of American Patriotism in the temple of Liberty
and Huinan Rights no matter what @41 of religion we may (or may not) profess*

As Lincoln said, it is altogether fitting that we should pause in this hour
of~deepening crisis to pay tribute to the ideal of human brotherhood as the only
thing worth while in the grand struggle for huinan existence and survival that
no?/ tragically involves our entire world and sends us back to Divine Providence
for guidance and power to win th© yjar and win the peaco so that our sons and
daughters may enjoy the Anierican ~ay of Life, which is the way of Brotherhood
under Law and Liberty and not enslavement. The souls of men and woinsn and chil-
drsn under tyrants, with, no souls and no laws of man, are worth. preseiTing from
beasts that only live to kill. Mien the first bomb falls in this officially
designated theatre 6Ff vwar, Californians mil be taught the first law of brotherhood
for they will have to learn that— We are Our Brother*s Keeper.

War will teach us that. Civilization should.have taught us this saving truth.
All our sons and daughters should have practiced this every day. Then there

would liaAe "been no need to set aside g9 week eachi yQai , as has been done TFOl1*nine
yOEXvSf "fo rBiiind man that he is his brother™s keopsp. Je would have known that

truth and it would have set "H© world free and. tilers would be no SingsiT)O 1 todsiy
to mock the poor substitute for justice that nations have produced since the
Arraistice and called it International Brotherhood.

I am gpatiQful, in ttiesG busy days, tliat tiie CoirfGrQnc® of Jews and Christians}
founded by Dr. Everett Clinchy after his return from war experiences in i?"raxe,
has lead the way iIn America in cutting through the barbed wire of intolerance
and racial hatreds. 1 am profoundly stirred to dream how much different the -_?orld
would be at this hour had this inoveraent for Inti. Brotherhood, founded in 1928,

under di auspices of such leaders in "tre .world of* inen as Poiroei* Chief Justice

Hu%hes and Secy of tie i Newton D. Baker, "become the way of life for the flow
embattled nations of the world.

The veil of the temple has been rent in tvmin. Filiere 1s no ruling spirit of
jJustice. There is no dominantly effective peace. There is no unshakled liberty
under international law for there is only the law of ?ar until Victory comes.

There is no brotherhood--but there is a faith that never dies in Brotherhood when th
the d,wn of peace breaks and the Order of Man begins in a new free world* Cost
v/hat it may In time and blood, and ceaseless sacrifice, the American Way of Life

by Brotherhood and Freedom w/ill never die iIn America.



This impressive assembly of Isadrs in die field of Keligi n, Morale, Law,
Education and Social Service in the Community, Siiate and Nation inspires me to
congratulate Mr. Thomas Evans of the University Religious Conference at the UCIA,
mfor what I must considei a most i pressive movement in the field of Organis Re-
ligious Brotherhood and Administration in California, and perhaps in the Nation,
not to omit the somefivhat more recently created Church and County Coordination Council

under Dr. George Gleason, as Exqc. Secy. If I include the Natl Open Parish in
Pasadena, under Y*hose arranging auspices this morningTs events have been furthered
(by transferring their program:to this office from Pasadena), 1 shall have grouped

three programs in the Applied Brotherhood Field tha have the common factor of no
ecclesiastical line, no barbed wire barriers of sect or doctrine or faith. The
one ideal of an American Fay of Brotherhood, as the true goal of all mankind,
unites such Araerican Religious policies of Church and State cooperation.

There will never be any problem of Church and State to tear our Country apart
as long as such successful experiments as these, and others that exist, continue t
their beneficent missions, joining Protestants, Catholics and Jews, and those of
all faiths, in the spiritual solidarity of American Brotherhood.

Glorious as these achievements are, the State of Calif, finds itself compelled
in the person of the Gowr. of the State to add one more chaptei* to the book on
Applied Brotherhood thsit we have been editing here in California.

I refer to the fact that today marks also the first formal meeting o the three
eminent commissioners of the ~outh Correction Authority to inaugurate a procedure

in American Brotherhood techniques that bases itself on an act of the Legislature,
passed unamimously by both houses, and. signed by the Governor, designed to launch
California as the first State in the US to pass legislation for Youth Correction

so far-reaching in corrective social and spiritual, outlook for youth that experts
have been heard to say that it is the most outstanding, piece of legislation in this
field that Amei»icaji Legal Authority has yet created.

May 1 thank you citizens for the part you are playing in building spiritual
bridges across the violent torrents of human passions and prejudices that divide the
races of men, and may 1 pledge my sincere Mp in this work of ~ational Defense and
California Morale, until victory comes.



- PROCLAIMION
Calling*upon law enforcement authorities to assist the military forces in preventing
the building of fires, or the carrying of flashlight, flares, firearms
or radios in the coastal zones

Pereas it has been brought to my attention by the U.S. Army that camp, or
other outdoor fires burning after nightfall in the State of California should be
subject to control because of existing circumstances and the possibilitjr that
such xirss night easily be used as signals to the enemy and to guide enemy
aircraft; and

Whereas the unrsstrieted. u?;e of f*lash.lights, flares, radios, Tfirearsis or other
Tieapons, radio receiving or sending sets, on the beaches in. the aforementione$S
Pacific Coast area also presents a hazard to the safety and welfare of the people
of California;

Now Therefore, 1, Gulbert L. Olson, Governor of the State of California, by
virtue of the authority and duty vested in me under Article V, Section 7, the
Constitution of the State of California, to fsee that the laws are faithfully
executed™l, hereby request that appropriate law enforcement authorities of the
cities and counties v~ithin the coastal areas of California, and within tie areas .
d esi3l13fad "by the US as prohibited and PeTa"ilCfcal zones, take...cognizance
qt* th.0 ciBovO citsd. dsn"Gi* to ths public wslfo.!*0 from such, sets ss 103 giv0O sid. 8lid
comfort to the enemy, and take whatever steps may be neoess&ry”.to preygQt such
acts and to T)rosecute t"nose persons VEo may commit such acts under sections 37
and'647 of tlie”Fenal Co'de, aM any other appropriate statutes of the State of
California.

Provided, that the provisions of this proclamation shall be applicable and
effective only during the hours between sunset and sunrise and furthermore that
the ® ovisions hereof which pertain to fires shall not a”ply to persons who have
obtained permits from the State Division of forestry, the State Council of Defense,
or* ot>h6r appropriat® Stais® a.géncy, and d GS not apply to psrsons within citiss
or other municipalities who have written authority from the duly constituted
authorities of such cities, or other municipalities to build fires in conformance
with the regulations of such city or municipality.

In Witness Whereof, 1 have hereunto set my hand and caused the Great Seal of
the State of California to be affixed this 17th day of ~rch, h.D ,1942.
/s/ Culbert L. Olson
G-overnor of California

(se4l)

Attest: Paul Peek,
Secretary of State
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C.1 California state officials

Al W MO R

a. Governor Olson

Within a week of Pearl Harbor, Governor Culbert L. Olson
issued a statement pleading that the Japanese be accorded
fairjsnd tolerant treatment, holding that rthe vast majority
of both American-born and foreign-born Japanese in California
are loyal to the United States andl anxious to serve 1its interests.-
(1)
TIT Oakland Tribune, December 13,1941

Oon December 14, the governor issued a proclamation decl ing
that a Hstate of emergency exists throughout the state of
Californial and designated fthe duly constituted officers of the
State and of each city and county as the officers to take charge
of this emergency in their respective jurisdictions and to carry
into effect plans for civil protection adopted by the State Council
of Defense and by local councils of defense.”” There was no
reference to any need f*or taking measures against; enemy

aliens or any national itv ground# &

On the same day the governor delivered a radio address to
his Mfollow citizensf, of California. Rafsxxlx Pointing out
that MzjttlxzxIx due to its geographical position California is
nin the first line of defense against invasionll, he claimed that
"thO people of California loyally and enthusiastically respond to
theiry duty in this crisis* ..not only native sons and daughters of
old Am 1ican ancestry but also Overy racial group including
Californians of Italian, German and Japanese extraction...«all ready
to their part in the service of our country.¥ Illustrative of

such loyalty hO read a letter from an Austrian and a Japanese

resident of san Mateo offering their services. p inting out that



30Q.

the enemy had its spies and fifth columnists he voiced his

confidence in the Intelligence services of the Army and Navy and
last half

the F.B.1* The KBinxjbB&Bx of his speech was concerned with the

activities of the State Councils of Defense and the local councilse

TAT Olson p- m 329

On December 19 the governor issued a message convening the
first extraordinary session of the 54th State Legislature to
meet the following day. As a supplement to this, the following
day the Gtovernor sent to the members of the Senate and Assembly

two The first

copies of/k letters from General “eWitt.requestftdg that a Procamation
be 1issued declaring the existence of an emergency, tx authorizing
the voluntary enrollment of State Guards, expediting the enrollment
and training of civilian defense personnel, and so on. The second
letter from the General states that h©O has just received a copy

of the governor” proclamation (issued five days earlier, on

December 14) that notes that it complies with his suggestl!onse

&)
T1) Olson p.171-173

In his address to the legislature opening the session, the

governor
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On December 31 the governor made a radio address dealing

with the need to conserve rubber and tire rationing.

On January 3 he issued a statement indicating that it was

legal to revoke the business licenses of enemy aliensel,

On January 17 the second extraordinary session of the
54th legislature was convened, the governor addressing the

houses

©he governor” third radio address, delivered the. evening
of January 28,1942, was almost entirely concerned with the
restrictions on large pudﬁic gatheringgf )At the end heﬁnentioned
the fact that ho had that same day issued a proclamation requiring

the registration of all enemy aliens in California# (

3

The governor*s fourth radi o address, presented the evening

of February 4, mmmmmmmBmtmA/Mtrnk the rislstratlon of enemy aliens 11)
r opened wfili a discussion o f

xmfIxdkluixgHiEH He mentioned the "special defense problem™ 1In
California because of the large numbers present there of alien
Japanese and wtheir relatives who are American citizens/* and
TTI) Olson, p.345
referred to his announcement to Mloyal American citizens of Japanese
ancestry*1 made shortly after PearlyHarbor wherein he spoke of their
difficult position and”allea on tall citizensee .to exarcis0®O the
virtues of fairness, restraint and forbearance In their contacts.ee

with the Japanese.tt It was known, however, that some Japanese
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had i1ndulged in espionage activities and In preparations for
sabotage and it was "absolutely necessary that comprehensive and
effective measures be taken for* security.ll He had conferred with
General DeWitt and Mr. Thomas Clark and others about the wproblem
of the Japanese populationl end had developed plans for!protect ion
against any menace to defense and civilian safety from the large
population of Japanese within our borders.1 dimihijj The
fact that most Japanese are in agricultural pursuits within
the combat zone--within 100 miles of the coast--make the problem
specially difficult it was necessary to move them and yet to
keep them productively engaged. General plans had therefore been
agreed on in conference for fche Mmovement and placement of the
entire adult Japanese population in California at productive
and useful employment within the borders of our StateZ.

Such plans as finally worked out and put into

effect will prevent the necessity of considering

the drastic altemative of responding to the demand,

wMch 1s cjuite general in the state as well as

throughout the nation, that the entire adult Japanese

popul”®t”™on bO® removed dnd concentrated In the

interior of the United States.

public

This was the first/mention by Governor Olson of the need for

evacuation.

Two days later, on February 6 the governor had a meeting with
a group of Japanese\ Aineri”ns and went into the details of this

plan

A A

The governor*s fifth radio address/ delivered February 13,
before the Conference of Christians and Jews 1in
Los Angeles, was a plea for the realioaate”™ in American life of the
Ideal of "human brotherhoodn and a tribute to the organizations

working in this cause* (/2)
/ Olson, p. 349 «
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On February 12 the governor made a statement Indicating his {7/
opposition%martial law as a method of removing the Japanese.
It should not bO resorted to until "all other possibilities are

exhausted.l ( )

—_ no111_1g [ 1 SR

On February 21 he spoke before an American Legion meeting 1in
Los Angeles find urged "an excess of aautionw in guarding against

sabotage and fifth column activities(

C S.F.Examiner February 22,1942

On March 6 h© appeared before the Tolan Committee
hearings in San”“rancisco, explaining that not only military
ncecessity and the agricultural economy of California but also
tha state of npublic psychology** had been considered in making
plans for the disposition of enemy aliens. Referring to the
loyalty of the Japanese, he felt that

there f*re loyal Japanese. e« | dont think there is any
Question but what a large part of the population of the

Japanese people in California ap®O so completely divorced
from any natural feeling of loyalty or sympathy to the

militarists of Japan.. *as to be wholly horrified at the
way their racial nation has gonee
But there/4BKSP M considerable part of the Japanese population who
are distinctly in sympathy with Japanan,*1 Since this was so and
since that one could not distinguish between the loyal and disloyal,

the mass evacuation was necessary. (“ )

(is)



01son, O1sort & Olson
~yittorne”s at Law

63© SOUTH SPR NG STREET

Los Angeles 14> G alifornia tucker 5187

June 30, 1949

Edward N. Barnhart,
Assistant Professor,
Department of Speech,
University of California,
Berkeley 4, California.

My dear Professor Barnhart

I have your letter of June 29th. | have not seen the
book entitled Americans Betrayed”™ but if it gives
the nselfish economic motivesll of "pressure groupsw
as the cause for the evacuation of the Japanese in
the months after Pearl Harbor, it is a false picture.

You are right in feeling that all California was
alarmed, and with good reason, at tBoe possibility of
sabotage at the hands of Japanese, following Pearl
Harbore There was good reason for fearing an attempted
Japanese invasion of California, and such an invasion
could have been successful during the months i1mmediately
following the Pearl Harbor attack. Both S atO and Fed-
eral officials, including the West Coast Army Command,
deemed 1t necessary to take immediate action to fore-
stall the likelihood of disloyal Japanese residing her®
from engaging in sabotage, and giving aid to the enemy*

This alarm was shared by the public generally. It was
impossible to determine who among the Japanese popula-
tion we” who ore, tEe

from the coastal
areas to the interior and having theut under s\irvOillance
was a precautionary measure taken by the federal govern-
ment with the cooperation of the state authorities*

I held conferences leading Japanese citizens, rep-
resenting agriculture, labor, the Japanese press, pro-
fessions and business. At those conferences, | am sure
mogt of the rejjresentative Japanese pres

a® billing to cooperate In any action taken in connec-
tion with the plan for the evacuation of the Japanese
population as a whole* Nearly all of them manifested
their loyalty by expressing a willingness to cooperate
in the move, realizing the impossible problem of attempt-
ing to ferret out those who might be disloyal and those
who were not, even though It was believed by them, and
I believed that there was a verysnail minority of the



Japanese population here who would b© found disloyal if

i it should have come to the test. The P.B.l, did find

individual cases of preparations for underground sabotage
with signalling devices for aiding any attempt at coastal
attack or invasion by the Japanese enemy, and arrests

were made in such cases. A percentage of disloyal Japanese
were later found in some of the concentration camps.

Of course it was a popular thing for persons posing as
super-patriots to go to extremes 1in public utterances,
denouncing the Japanese population as a whole and whipping
up the hatreds Inspired by the cowardly attack and tragic
consequences at Pearl Earfcor*

The mass evac\iOtion was accomplished without resistance,
and with the cooperation of loyal Japanese citizens. Pro-
visions were made for thO Immediate concentration, of most
all of the evacuees in the central valley, more than on®
hundred miles removed from the coastal areas, and later,
as you know, a large part of the evacuees were transferred
to inland statese

The only fleconomic motives** of "pressure groups¥ in con-
nection with the prevalent anti-Japanese sentiment that
might truthfully be said to have existed were, In my
opinion, In part the motives of those who found the Jap-
mese tough competitors 1in agricultural and business ac-
tivities# | think that there Is no dobut that there
existed a Iar?e percentage of such agriculturalists and
business people wiio wanted very much to see the jJapansse
pennsmsiitly Oxpoilod from siid kept out of California#
That was evidenced to me when 1 proposes that the Jap-

a se i1In concentration camps in the agricultural dis-

tricts far from coastal areas be put to work in saving
crops which. wor©® spoiling”™ and for th.e harvesting of
ewhich there was insufficient labor available -- which
could have been don® under security surveillance and
millions of lost production savede But this was not
done because of the desire, even of those who would have
benefitted by that labor, to get the Japanese out of the
state entirely*

The State Council of Defense imanlraously supported the
evactiation progranu 1 do not know whether among my

papers 1 have copies of the minutes of th© Council on

that subject or nqt# If I have, X will send thein on_
to you. ~ 1f not, It may be that the originals are still

in the Governor *s office*

f | can be of any further assistance to you in your
inquiry, plo8ts® fssX fi*CO to call upon B3e

Culbert L. O
CLOsf



Activities of Governor Olson

Chronological

BecemlDer 1941 0

v 276 () ol - m -
(1) Decemter 14: Badio Address: California and the War 329
(COPY 0.1)*~

(/  ]ecertfber 14 - Declaration of Emergency (174-458)

L

(/"} December 19 - Ifessage on Convening 1st Extraordinaiy
Session of 54th Legislature
INo mention of aliens or sa"bot.

(COPY

I M 19 - letter from DeWitt)
) Decemter 20 —Mes&&g" '~--laeg-i'g-iari*are-fASxistence- of
(171}

S m 7V (COPY 0.3)

(31) DeceralDer 31 :Hadio address Eationing of ralilDer tires (334)
3 3 X (No concern with M or sa"botA
~17 ~ Manuary 17 - Llessage on convening~2nd~rtraordinary

Session of 54tli Legislature
/No m ention of aliens or sa*bot

X? ) January 28 - Radio address: State Defense Program
(copy 0 4-}

} Januaiy * Proclamation: Eegistration of nemy Aliens (466)
(copy s]
mm
iKiw/
Februaiy 4 - Radio Address: Registration of eneray aliens (345)
n ' N .
13 ) February 13 - Eadio Address Brotherhood of Man  <¢xd (249}
(€ PY
2l La

1) July 7 proclafflatioii: Urging vigilance in discovering
saboteurs
(Eefers to Atlantic Coast case, possibility
of sa"boterurs landing on coe.st)
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