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My Experiences and also those of my Friends from Dec. 7, 
and in the light of those experiences, what part I, an 
evacuated Japanese-American, can do in winning the war 
and winning the peace which will make possible a true 
Democracy#

December 7,1941, is a day which we Japanese-Americans will never
forget----a day which changed the cd*rse of our life for better
or for w o r s e  that is up to each one of us behind those "barbed
wire fences# Dec• 7 f was just another Sunday to all of us* In 
the morning v/e went to Sunday School and to Church as usual* As 
we were hav^ing a late lincli in our Apartment in back of the Churcli 
one of the memlDers dashed in and asked, us if we 11ad heard the news. 
Then we were told that Japan had iDombed Pearl Harbor# We couldnft 
believe him and thought he was jpking and regarded it as a very 
cruel joke* H6 told us "to turn "tli© radio on and. so we did and^sur© 
enough, we lieard tiie bad news* My ■thought at that "biirie was wirt s 
going to happen^the the United States and not what was going to 
happen to myself^ I had always considered myself'an American and 
as to my loyalty I didn,,t even think about I just took it for
granted that I was one of you and as loyal as you a l l . I  was 
born and raised in Los Angeles and the United States was the only 
country that I knew. Later in the afternoon when I went outside 
I realized with a shock the possible effect that this War might 
have on me* You see tlie Los Angeles Union Church wliere I lived 
was located in the heart of Japanese town almost under the shadow 
of the City Hall, The streets which were usually filled with Suh- 
day visitors were deserted and there were motor cops and policecars parked about every half* a "block along the streets* This I
found out was for our protection since they were afraid some over- 
zealous patriot might come and do some damage, As I got on a Street­
car the conductor looked at me and said, MI feel for you* You 
know I was in a German Community in the last World. War and it was 
certainly tough and believe me your not going to have an easy time,» 
How prophetic he was* I was deeply touched "by his words and the、 "Uし 
full significance of my predicament dawned on me, "When I caijie hoipe 
I found that many of〇ur Caucasian friends had called up wanting t® 
know if we were all right and assuring us of their love and friend­
ship no matter what happened* At that time I was a Senior at the 
University of California at Los Angeles and the next day being Mon- 
day I went to School scared. I wondered how the people would treat 
me on the Streetcar and how I would be regarded at School* But as 
I rode on the Street car nothing happened and when I went to my 
classes my fellow students were just as friendly as usual and I was 
deeply touched "by the remarks made "by the teachers* They all warned 
their classes not to take revenge on us Japanese-Americans as we 
were not to blame for this War. Our only crime was that we had the 
wrong set of ancestors* I was especially grateful to Dr« Hanノaa 
Chinese Gentlmmanノand エ mean Gentlemanノwho was my Professor oi Or­
iental History who cautioned the students and put in a good word 
for us Japanese-Americans• You know most Caucasians think that we 
Japanese and Chinese in America are not on speaking terms Decause 
of the war "back in tlie old country but that is not so. My closest
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friends both at U.CtL.A. and at Westmont College where I wsat to 
get my religious trainging were Chinese girls. Where there ia 
understanding there is no hatred but love. At Christmas I got a 
job working in an Oriental Art Shop. There I learned that all 
was not well with us Japanese-Americans. Customers would come iB 
asking us if we? were Chinese or Japs and if we said Japanese 
many of them walfied out after making some insulting remark, It 
many of the girls cry because of the cruel things tkat were said 
to them. On the other hand many of the customers came into the 
shop knowing that we were Japanese and left their names saying that 
any time we were in need they would ISke to help us. We were in­
deed grateful to these kind people* In talking over my experiences 
with my friends we came to the conclusion that cultured, educated. 
Americans understood our situation and tried to help us "but that 
the uncultured, uneducated Americans tried to make things unpleas­
ant for us#

Then came rumors of Evacuation. We couldn * t "believe that it could 
happen to us since we were American citizens. Especially when we 
played such a vital part in the Wholesale and Retail Produce, 'Alio'le- 
sale and Retail Slower and in Agriculture of California. We thought 
surely at this time we would be needed more than ever since the cry 
was /or more production. Then we were subjected to a Curfew lww.
We had to l̂ e in our homes "by 8 o^lock at night. Many a night ェ 

had mv family in an uproar since I would dash in about 5 minutes to 
8. Soon after that the 5 mile limit law came into effect and we 
couldnH p 〇 any further than 5 miles from our home. Our movements 
were quit! hampered. Soon evacuation which^we thought 〇〇uldnU 
haopen became a reality and we found ourselves getting all excited

was
divided into Districts and they would never tell us m  advancew h e n w e h a d t o g o s o w e h a d t o T ^ r e a d y a t a l l t o ^ e s . T h e S S p S v -
in Lil* Tokyo* the Japanese section of town, all had signs out say­
ing EvacuatioA Sale, sacrifice prices etc. The stores were packed 
with bargain seekers and where there were once artistically dec-
orated window displays, there was now, it used1

= パ Q see thefe 触 ? 1 VUl= Strying t? get the Dest of a bargain and taking advantage P ^ P le
when they were helpless to fight loack. Those were scenes of human 
"beings their lowest level.
At this time I would like to tell of s麵  of the eヲfriend日• One of them 。い D。れr 忠含1以治ぽs.
H^ ? 〇ma findandeIfterUhis Jraduatio； he* interned at the Los Angeles
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work as a Truck Driver at $18.00 a week for one of the largest Groc­
ery Chains in Southerh California. This Company had 16 Super Markers 
and 4 l)ig Ranch Markets. Within 6 years time this youth of 27 
worked his way up to be Manager of the Produce Warehouse. His division 
also handled some of the Groceries. His salary was ¢40.00 a week 
plus free gas and a "bonus every 6 monthe,；Jf v/ar hadn*t broken out he 
was to have gotten #50.00 a week. With h的  savings he bought a home 
not for himself but for his Mother and Father. Even though they are 
now considered Alien Japanese they had no wish to return to Japan 
but had hoped to spend their declining years where in America with 
their children and grandchildren. Otfhat the future holds for them now 
they do not Know for we are only sure of one thing and that is the 
uncertainty of the future. Two older brothers of this youtnare now 
serving in the U.S, Army* The reason he is not in the Army is t:̂ at 
he had to stay home to help out his parents and 6 younger brothers 
and sisters, I would like to state here that there aDout 5000 Jap­
anese- Americans now serving in the U.S.Army fighting side by side 
with their fellow Caucasian .Americans because America d
Country that they Snow and love. I have another friend who ® _
a Typewriter Shop with her Brother about 5 years ago. Just before 
the war sheftelling me that they thought they would 
money the coming year. Iastead of making money she suffered a big
loss*
Then came actual evacuation. There was much 3 c そ'ement and ^ s o
many headaches since we were told that we could take 
could carry and that included our bedding. After a sleepless nig 
of last minute packing we found ourselves the next ®^ning at the 
Santa Anita Assembly Center which was formerly a Racetrack, Our 
homes werl the stages where once SeaMscunit and ^irlaway and 
sucrwell-kno^n horses lived. As we entered our rooms the awful smell 
which is peculiar to a Stable greeted us warmly and I ®ho^ d t 
strongly. The only furniture in there were cotbeds and one ^ anket 
a Diece* For funiture we had to use our imagination and if we 
didnH Aave any imagination we just didn*t t^ / surni^ r^ ivacy
What got me the most of all was the doorless 1^trin®®：：-；^ pp^ a^ rgew 
w'ha.*fc«；〇e'7'er» Our showers were public affairs also where one

The Mess Hall where I ate fed 5000 people at 
m e a r t L e !  s f w r ^ a d  to Tall in line, a long line with many curves.

r e a r a t ^ f  g?t J ：eWin：on：e.

fessional buyer since she always bought so much. To os 
I shall be ever grateful.
Then came Relocation. When we heard we were coming ^
afraid we felt rather dispirited. To me Arkansas denoted Ozark Mts.and "Hillytillys". I m o r s  went around about mosciuitos a，l^rge
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same size as those "back home and so we were not too safi to be here* 
The one factor that impressed me most was the high calibre of the 
Caucasian Officials of the Camp. They actually treated us liSe hum­
an "beings and tried to give us a fair break. Most of these Officials 
were Christians who practiced what they preached. I was very much 
interested ancikratified to know how one man obtained his position 
here. He said! that one evening he and his wife zhad a quiet hotir 
together asking the Lord for guidance in working somewhere where they 
would do the most good* Ater the quiet hour he was sitting in the 
living room reading the paper when a small article in the paper con­
cerning Rohwer Relocation Csunp caught his eye. He immediately 
called Little Rock to see how he could get a jo*b there» After sign­
ing a lot of papers he had a final interview with Dr. Hunter who is 
the Head of the Community Welfare division at Rohwer. He said that 
Dr. Hunter didn't ask him what his professional qualifications were. 
He said that was up to the Department Head for whom he would work*
But he was interested in knowing what this man did outside of working 
hours# As this person was very active in Church work, Red Cross, and. 
other activities concerned with the welfarefof the people he was 
hired.

A friend asked me what I thought of living in Gamp* He said that so 
many people were turning fitter, getting bored, and wanted to get out 
as 8 6 0 11 as possible. My answer© was naturally I don*t like to stay 
here* It certainly is not my idea of Heaven, You know, no matter 
how kindly we are treated freedom is very precious especially when 
you donft have it and more so when we are living in a country founded 
on freedom for all people. But then there is no use getting bitter 
for I have found that "bitterness does not hurt anyone "but yoiirseli%
A friend of mine called my attention to a column in the Editorial 
section of/bhe Gazette, You see my reading of the newspaper consists 
of reading the first page and then the funnies and then the Letters 
to the Editor section to see if we Japanese-Americans are considered 
as traitorous skunks that ought to be dumped in the Ocean or loyal 
Americans^ just as you a l l . I  was very grateflul to her for calling 
my attention to this article for I received a great deal of inspiration 
It was b, column "by Elsie Ro"binson and .エ would like to read a. portion 
of it to you at this time. She writes, w You^re edging on, somewhere 
between 30 and 40. (In our case it would be 18 to 60.) And you*re 
disgusted* Where*ve you gotten in life? What have you accomplished? 
------You*re not actually hungry or shabby or friendless. Yet you’re
sick of everything. You d o n H  get the old thrill out of life any 
more. Other folks seem to enjoy themselves* The kids you vwent to 
school with have surged ahead. They * re interested, ambitious — full
of plans. But you’re off the "beam.---------  Some are eynical,
some are sore, some don’t care any more. But they1 re all sure that 
someone or something has done them dirt. Everything would have been
just dandy if only ---- If only what? Just what is this invisible
menace which has them down? Is ife "barely possible that itfs them/ 
selves? I have been thinking of a line I read lately* Sounds simple 
at first glance "but I fve a hunch it holds the secret of most of our 
human misery. We canH do anything until we know what we want. 
Nothing very complicated about that is there? If there*s one thing 
we*re sure of itfs that we know what we want. Why, wefve always 
known what we wanted# Or have we? ------- 5*or wanting means more
than wishing. Wanting means more than indulging in personal, pri­
vate dreams* Wanting means a ruthless searching of^our own spirit 
until you find the one thing in life you can*t do without* -----



Aftd then hold on to that one thing through hell,.and_hlgh wat^r, 
According to Elsie Robinson whether we be outside or inside of the fence 
we can accomplish whatever we desire if we are willing to work hard 
enough. What a challenge：J1! Thus even though we be behind the bar- bed wire fences we cstn,'t sit down for the duration and Y/ait for the 
war to "be over. There is much work to be done.
Therefore the question is what can I do to help win the war and win the peace which will make possible a true democracy. First and most important of all I must show my loyalty giving 100% iojferation 
to what the Government asks me to do* ¥e who are in Camp must work 
twice as hard, as you outside inorder to prove our loyalty since we 
are "behind the fence TDecause there was some doubt of our loyalty. Our 
task is to remove all traife of that doulst. In Cainp my work is with 
the children. X fe41 that my duty is to make the children happy, 
crive them a feeling of security, and make them realize that United

grom 4 to 8 who really need to be helped adjust is

which will help t。 end "this awful war* In my spiritu^^ li^e I
like to practice activated Christianity, which is another term
the plarase, ^Action speaks louder than words'*. Since being evacuated
エ have been spiritually strengthened* I also knoy，ミ ニ 合

have been stengthened since there has been ^4J!a^u^ ^ | ase^ ?ChUrCh attendance as compared to tlie time when we lived outside, l e c ^ s H e  n ^ r e L i z e  that those oh the outside tried to
Cau^sL^Ch^istians who prLtierwha^thfy'prlacL Ca^p those
^icials to givers a fair^rea^ are alsoChristians who practice what they pごeacp• 丄. 加  ^ful Yes there is no use talking 肋 ouil Christianity 土丄ど， a 乏 $
f 〇* In our life in Camp where we constantly rut» ep-a Sunday * own Blocks r̂here is a wonderful opportunity to

匿l_ s■菱̂^̂ ^
?〇n d e ^ e d \：S n^  ^  

words
m e ^ t o  say that I Relieve lasting peace and true dem- 

ocmcy In this world can only be established when we follow the 
teachings of Jesus Christ*
Tn closing T would like to read a poem written by the Principal ofl  益 : Schoolぎ， Mr. Metiil H. Ziegler,此 。 exp卿 日 es cmr
Philosophy of life dov;n in Rohwer. -------- -

OUR ROHWER HOME
Our Rohwer home vie must confess 
Could Toe a place of much distress
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If we loofi only on the lack
Our piece of mind is セound to crack
And bring us woeawe scarce could guess*

You see the thing we have to stress 
Is God * s abiding helpfullness#
With loving thoughts we all must pack 
Our Rohwer home*

Letf s have a home where we express 
^JnaKimun of happiness.
]/n life there is no turning back 
So here among the "barracks "blacic 
Let's "buckle down to work, and bless 
Our Rohwer Home,

Kabashiraa, Michiko Helena March 9,1943


