


SOCIOLOGICAL JOURNAL

The purpose of the Bureau of Sociological Research is
to keep a close and scientific watch on the human side of
things i1n the development of Poston* We want to know what
ideas, feelings and ways of living produce happiness and
harmony* Since human happiness depends on such a wide vari
ety of factors, our TfTield is very large* The following are
some of the principal lines of 1inquiry.

X* How well are the basic biological needs of people
being satisfied? - their, food, clothing, shelter, protec-
tion from climate, and protection from ill health.

g- How are the social needs being answered? - of
what sort is the family life, the community life, the op-
portunities of education and recreation?

5. What are the emotional and psychological needs of
the people and how can they be satisfied in a way that will
promote the greatest good for the greatest number?

4. What are the spiritual needs and how are the arts
and religions meeting them?

5. How do the plans and acts of the administration
and of the Japanese leaders affect people and do they pro-
duce the results desired?

In each of these lines of inquiry, weare guided by a
standard question: In the bringing about of general hap-
piness, what works well, what works poorly and what doesn"t

work at all?

In order to develop this information, it IS necessary



to make thousands of observations, record them accurately
and analyze them. Such observations 1in order to have scien-
tific value must of course be of specific persons and at
specific times and places. It is understood by all the
authorities that in Poston these records are for research pur-
poses only and belong strictly to the Bureau of Sociological
Research. No displinary or other adverse action directed at
an individual will ever arise out of information obtained by
the Bureau and all confidential data will be respected as
such. However, general recommendations will be given out
from time to time as seems expedient*

Work of this sort has been carried out successfully for
many years by such large insitutions as the Pennsylvania
Railroad, the Western Electrict Company, Macy’s Store and
numerous others and the. result has been to improve the human
values for all who work together in the various enterprises.
Relocated miners in Pennsylvania, a town 1in Massachusetts
and one in Indiana, several communities in the southern
states and various groups of Indians have had similar work
done among them=*

One of the Tfirst steps in keeping records is to estab-
lish a daily journal of events and attitudes. In the pages
that follow, there will be recorded in chronological order
all pertinent data which reaches this office. The emphasis

will be on human reactions and feelings - large and small.
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TH said to me in a confidential tone as we walked between some

buildings, "WH thinks that JE knows more than anybody else about the
feelings of the people in the community*. Especially in contrast to Norris
James* Well we all know that Norris James thinks up rumors» but Head]|s

confidence in Ewans is unfortunate*
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At breakfast this morning, | met Billon Buyers* He was dressed in
a dark, very well tailored asod businessmans suit with about two
inches of white handkerchief extending above the left breast pocket*
He had gray hair, wears glasses, pleasant face, very ready smile and
laugh* 1 had the impression at onee of a professional greeter such as Ifve

seen in salesmen, floorwalkers, doctors with society practices, as well as

politicians* He was very friendly and pleasant at breakfast, quite full
of his success in bringing politicians around to the advantage of using
Japanese in national work and war effort and in mitigating their prejudices*
He talked as if everything was all very simple and easy, the Japanese were
going to be taken out 6Ff the relocation centers and it would be no more
trust fund*

He knew of me by name and appeared interested in our work*
Shortly after breakfast he and Fryer came to my office and spent awhile
talking to me and then addressed a few words bri efly to our staff ?ho
had assembled fortheir usual Tuesday meeting* He then went to Ward 7
to deliver a speech to the community leaders and | sent our research

workers over to listen to him instead of having our regular meeting*
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In the afternoon, Lick Nishimuro kept an appointment with me and

I took him to my room and we spent about two hours in a general bull session*
Referring to our recent staff meeting in which the advisability of sending
some report to John Embree was discussed, Dick said he would feel that it
was all right for me personally to make monthly reports of my impressions
and that would be with the "tacit" consent of the staff, but he did not

feel that he as a member of the staff would want the reports to come
officially from the staff. |In fact he felt so strongly on that that he was
prepared to resign. 1"m not suite sure what his thinking is on this matter
but it seems to me something along the line of not wanting to be responsible
even in part for any document sent to the government and is probabyy the
sh&do of tbs inu*

I asked if this would be a good time to arrange for an
tion from the Council or the Issei Advisory Board to describe the work of
sy department, and Dick said that it was a good thing to do eventually but
the time was not yet ripe. The coiimaa&ity is not in the right mood to receive
such*

He says that George Yamaguchi and Toshio Yatsoshiro and Taffile
Tsuchiyama are all being talked about in the community and are under suspicion
for being stooges and informers. Tamie and Tosh arein dutbh with the Census
Office in particular where they have not been tactful in their manner of
approach, George has been criticised by the Buddhists. However they are in
no actual hot water*

Then he fixed me with one of his eygle-eyed looks ana said, "l
want to ask you a question. You don"t have to answer it. *ben you were a

child did you tell your mother things?." This came after a somewhat serious
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eiid confidential conversation in which we were both discussing the community
«nd telling things about it. | said, «Yes, | had a very happy and secure
childhood.”™ And he said, "Ah,"™ sitting back and relaxing, «l1 thought so.«
Then 1 said, "Life hasn*t always been happy since.” And he said, "But
compared to mine it has."

HO adviseu that the Bureau stop any research that took the form
of asking questions and rely on indirect methods. He said the people in this
community are still very sympathetic with the people who are cioing the
beatings. There*a a beginning of a small reaction however against the
beatings and some fear of curfew being put on them as a result of the beatings.
There*s also a feeling that the beaters have gone too far.

$ick seems to be looking forward to the postwardperiod and hoping
to be able to play some part in the reconstruction work as a result of his
research activities here. Ned said the other day that he was joking about

being a gauleiter in the South Pacific.
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kH said he sure had a hangover the morning after that night in
Parker» He said, nlfm not going to town any more* If I did one half the
things people said I did——- - /* It sure must have done something to me*

I guess | drank too much and 1 had eaten nothing for several days*?

RBlI agent ¢mart is in town this afternoon* RH doesnH know what

he is going to do*

THE in describing the new committees that have been organised by
the Central Committee made some slighting references to the memorandum on
«Over all Councils? that the Bureau of Social Research put out* Pressed
for an explanation, he had only a vague idea of what it had contained, but
said the Council Chairman had had a very adverse reaction to it* It seems
another example of his extreme jealousy of any interference with the Counsels
or any form of government in Poston, vis* his attitude toward Mr* Burge and

Mr* Evans*
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After breakfast | conveyed the message from Father Clement to Mr#
Head# He said, "WelH have to do some talking to Miller# He gets too
excited#. | never have thought Uchida was guilty and 1 don*t Keep
this to yourself# X wouldn*t want }ﬁym to find this out# But 1 could
whittle an ironwood sword# That®"s no evidence#" Am then 1 said, "»Well
according to Miller, Uchida has admitted that the sword he found in Seto"s
room belonged to him only he claimed that he threw it away#” said,
Mis that sof, in a noncommital tone#

Referring to Norris James, he said, ™"That damn foolf He*s got
no sense at ail as far as his relations with the Japanese are concerned#
Ho you know that for two months he was calling himself an intelligence
officer before I found it outf He*s got no more to do with the naval intell-
igence than you or 1 have# If he wanted to get himself a bad reputation with

this community* the best thing he could do was to call himself an intelligence

officer#

I interviewed today a girl for the Job of secretary,from Block #5#
She gave as one of her reasons for wanting to work for me that Dick Nishimot®

had spoken [ "so highlyu of me#

WH tola me this morning that he had persuaded FBI agent Smart tbo
appareared in Gamp last night to lay off doing anything more in the Uchida

case for the present
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and ES# THH was In an extremely "‘talkative mood and with great rapidity,
laughter and gusto, he outlined a plan of "what 1 would do if I were Project
Director*” The essence of it was to reduce the Caucasian stall» He said

he could do this and at the same time maintain "Good Public Relations»”

He pointed out how hhch they were needed elsewhere»

Tho ,e to be decapitated were Galvin, Evans, Burge* Crawford would
become Assistant Project Director* He would also get fid of Moody Palmer,
Townsend, ana Henry.Smith, and a whole lot more besides, he said* Be would
also get rid of the Project Attorney in about six months time, which would
be about the time he wound need to train up the Japanese lawyers*

I left him about 7jGG and as 1 was leaving he said that he would

keep going until 1t20 when he had to go out fishing with the lawyers and

the chief of the Police Force*

Late in the evening, 1 suppose it was about IQtGU, came in

and sat down for a few seconds and said, '"You sure can get tired of these

i
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this was in the morning about 8*50, Dr* Perky came up to me and
said that Miss Imoto has changed markedly in the last day or two* She
has always been a very passionate person and has resented. Dr, Perkey*s
interference and progressive methods of teaching, consistently saying things
the draw the group away from Dr, Perky or shake their faith in things Dr,
Perky said. During the strike she was apparently pro-strike and made
the Children feel that the Japanese were being very unjustly treated.
In the last couple days, Miss Imoto has come to feel that there is a
fascist group running things in Poston now and that the people holding
office in the various committees are merely stooges for this group,
»Fascism is spreading like wildfire,»

Miss Imoto has changed from her anti-Caucasian attitude to a
feeling that the Administration is doing the best it could for the people,

but she is now hopeless about Poston, about the way the evacuees are

acting,

Late in the afternoon, Miss Nakamura from Block 60 came to ask
for a job, Shewas a former teacher who quit her eighth grade class (see
recent notes on conversation with Frances Cushman]! because of trouble with
the pupils. She came looking for a job with us because Miss Imoto suggested

it,

Ishimuro
IH gave me the notes of the two men that Dr, pjshimuro said were

pro-aids stooges on the Central Committee, (See yesterdays notes), One
was Okomoto of Block 19 and the other Nakamura in Block 17, these sre the

same two names that Ed A”chi gave me, Okomoto he said came from Block 50,

I wonder if Dr, Ishimurc got the information from EC,
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This was about 10$S0* | asked Ralph Gelvin if he had ever
received a report from Dr* Arensberg* He said, jftes, .one copy had come*

Joe McKaskeii brought it along with him and gave it to Wade and Wade passed
it on to Ralph and after it stayed in his desk for a number of weeks he
«skinned through it* and then sent it back to Wade* He said he didnll

think much of it, but when | pressed him about it he couldnH remember what
it was that he didnH like except something about having two main divisions*
He didnH think that was a good idea*

X went to Mrs* Johnson and asked her for the document and she
couldnH remember where it was filed* After a few minutes she managed to
find it* Thus does the mountain give birth to a squeak* After all the
fanfare in the Office of Indian Affairs about getting the thing mimeographed,
for distribution, the Associate Project Director skims through it and the
secretary mislays it in the files*

About the same time in the morning 1 spoke to Mr* Spud Palmer
about the supplies for our artist which were ordered last September and
which were to arrive right away, which were reordered again after being
lost in October and were to be especially expedited* Ifcen I spoke to him,
he hsdnH the slightest idea where they were or what had become of the order*
But said if they hadnH been ordered they wouldn®t be now because they weren"t
ordering a damn thing until they had their bills paid* They were so far
behind, on their bills now that nobody would sell them anything anymore*

I later sent Florence to see mat had happened to my travel money
for coming out here in June* This older has been made out and notorized
by me twice due to errors in making it up* 1 have been tvdce told that 1
have nothing to do now but to wilt for the check, but when Florence went

about the matter she brought back the folder for me to sign in a new place*
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Apparently it has just been sitting around the office for the last six

weeks without anyone feeling responsible to let me know it was still incom-
plete**

A month or more ago, the administration had an advertisement in
the paper asking the evacuees to rent their typewriters to the administration
One of our staff, George Yamaguchi, has been lending us his typewriter all
along so | asked them to arrange to pay him* A month ago I rented a type-
writer in Phoenix and asked that that also be rented from me* Florence
has been all over the Procurement Department and can*t find anybody who
knows anything about the typewriter lending procedure* So far nothing has

been done.

L&st night 1 sat in $H room for a little while and he egked me
what 1 thought of Father Clement* 1 said I didn*t know him very
well and Mi laughed and said, "He has a big sign, MAHYKNOLL, spread across
the front of his car so he will not be mistaken for any of the administra-
tion*l The other night Father Clement told me that until recently very
few people in the community knew him because he used to go about it khaki
and maybe the peoplethought he was a member of the FBI* In talking last
night about him, 1® was ammused and implied he thought the father was a

little bit scared but he ended by saying, *He»s all right though*«
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This morning about 1G;30 1 got Dr, Kasuga and spent the morning
seeing the two patients. One was a girl with retro-bulbar neuritis and
the only thing about her of any cultural significance, sociological
signifigance, was that in the course of doing the physical examination
she had no reticence whatsoever about exposing the upper half of he? body,

Theother patient was a man of 48, named latsui, formerly a janitor
in Block 28 who on November £4 was brought into the hospital becausehe
was fTearful and crying and saying that people accused him of being a spie.
He is an issei and was formerly Japanese typesetter for a newspaper. After
he had been in the hospital a few days he attempted to cut his throat and
told Dr, Kasuga that people thought he was a spy because he was a Christian
and that he wanted to die and if he did he wanted everybody to know that
he had never been a spy but he hoped the United Bations would win because
lhat way there would be a better world,

lhen I went to see him with Dr, Kasuga, he was lying at the far
end of the ward with his head covered up. He roused slowly when we spoke
to him, shook hands with me with a limp hand. There was about a weeks
growth of beard on his face. Be spoke in a drowsy tone with his eyes half
shut. Most of the interview was a monologue which gradually increased in
volume and emotion. The interview lasted about half an hour, during the
last 15 minutes of which he wept constantly with frequent sighs. He spoke
pretty good English but there were a number of words 1 could not catch be-
cause of hispronunciation.

He said that he had been feeling perfectly all right until nine
days*ago, appetite and sleep had been OK, and then he began hearing people

all around talk about him as a spy during the strike. He said that this

Central Committee were not the real leaders of the community, that they were
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being manipulated by a pro-axis gang "which he called the hondo gang» He
said he was not a spy, he never had been, but he was a Christian and he did
want the Fascists to lose the war» He felt that the gang were going to beat
him up and killed him/ He thought that if he died that it would benefit
all the good people in Poston and stop a fight between the good and the
bad» So after he came to the hospital he tried to kill himself but failed»
Now he felt that he was absolutely no good for anything and that the tears
he now shedsshowed that he was a coward» And he said, — please, please
put him to sleep for ever» He doesn"t want to go to another hospital
(it has been arranged for him to go to the Los Angeles General "as a mental
case») He doesn"t want anything done for him» Nobody should take any
trouble for him because he is no good» lust let him alone, let him go to
sleep and die»

He got more and more emotional during the interview and finally
said he knew that this interview was a form of third degree, | gave him
as much reassurance as | could and left him promptly when he said this»
I suspect my uniform disturbed him»

In the corrider, while we walked back to my office, X asked Dr»
Kasuga what he thought about the situation in Poston and if he thought there
was anything to what the man had said about the gang» Dr, K, with his eyes
popping said, "Did you hear him say hondof Maybe that is something for
you» Maybe he"s got something there, 1 don®t know anything about it
myself **

In the office we sat alone for fifteen minutes and Dr» K» saild he
felt that nisseis all over the community are getting more and more sore at

the isseis» They didn"t like the secret meetings of the Centred Committee»
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They didn’t like the pro-Japanese form of the demonstration. They didn’t
like the dragging in of all this about Honor Court, Civic Planning and
Labor Relations into -the Uchida incident without a single word to the
community about it. He felt that the nissei were upon the verge of taking
a strong stand against the radical issei, but as yet they lacked any
strong leadership. Everybody is afraid to stick his neck out and talk
because he is afraid he will be ma dead fish” right away.

They had a big meeting in the hospital a few nights ago in which
all the nisseis were a hundred percent behind a plan to organise and then
have their representatives meet with the Central Committee and insist that
things be done in a way that meefcs with their approval. Dr, K, has been
all around the community and things that in every block the nisseis are
talking this way. Before the strike you could not get nisseis to say what
they felt about their loyalties to Japan or America, but since this they
are talking very freely and frankly that they are American and very much
against anything that’s pro-Japanese, When they saw those flags go up
during the strike, that made them real mad. One fellow that Dr, E, knows
went up to the committeee members and said, *If you don’t take that flag
down, 1 am going to sock youf"

Qneof the things they would do if they were organised would be to
see to it that the Executive Committee permitted no pro-fascist display.

He wouldn’t commit himseLf in response to indirect questions as
to whether or not there was an organised pro-fascist gang in the community
but he said that he thought most of the trouble makers were the old bachelors
who Ffigure they’re in a concentration camp anyway and are out to raise hell,
Theissei have been suppressed all their lives in California and here they

feel it is safe- to carry on a drive for power. Most of the isseis who have
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children understand the nissei point of view and favor their desires, but
even so there is a tremendous gap between the two generations in point of
view. In his own family his mother and father were both much opposed to
the strike but went down once or twice to show their faces in order to
avoid criticism.

His brother Bill is greatly upset that he did not join the army
intelligence as he had planned. He has a personal friend in Col, Rasmussan
of Camp Savage, He got much criticism in the camp forhanding out the
examination papers for army candidates in camp and that may have been one
of the reasons he got his name on the black list. It was unfortunate that
the recruiters came at the very time that the strike was on. And Bill
felt that he dare not join the army for fear of harm coming to his parents
and brothers remaining in Poston,

I asked if he did receive any actual threats. Dr, Kasuga replied,
«Not in writing. But a lot was said,”

Referring again to the general nissei altitude he said that before
the strike the nissei had tended to stay away from issei meetings and dis-
cussions, Now they were attending both and when they couldn*t understand
what was said, hopped up and asked for explanations. They"re doing It so
much that they®"re becoming a nuisance in the issei meetings.

His other brother Is a member of the Civic Planning Board, «Every
night when he comes home I give him hell just to make sure he is standing
up for the nissei point of view,«

I asked Dr, Kasuga what he thought my department should do and
explained to him that we were not interested in putting the finger on people

but in understanding the psychology and sociology of the situation,- He said
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one thing that is important is to understand the nissei thinking* «They

won*t want to say but 1 think that will be important for you to follow*«

/ |1V" - _]E R Wak kAW

L2} 73

This morning at breakfast Frances Cushman told me that the
teacher«® who received the note to get out ofcamp was Ann Kunat&ni* 1 asked
her whether she thought itwas kid stuff or a real threat* She said she

didn*t know* 1 said, «Well, why not make it the responsibility of the

Executive Committee to do something about i tShesaid they didn"t want

to bring Ann®s name any more into the lime light than it already is*
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At 1*45 1 noted two truck loads of mattresses progressing down

the road toward Oemp 11*

With reference to Dr* Pressman*s speech last night, itis inter-
esting to note that he spends a lot of time associating with contractors,
especiallySam -Joseph, the engineers, and soldiers* The other night 1 found
Lt# Young sitting in his room and got a very brief and cold greeting from
the Lieutenant, which reminds me that about the second or third day of the
strike 1 happened to be in WH*s office when JE and the LT# were talking and
the Ltfs manner was one of complete restraint, disapproval and distaste,
and his replies to JEwere in the briefest monosyllables possible though
always polite*

Last night after the meeting Miss Findley said that Dr*

Walkataki had come to iier earlier in the day complaining about Dr. Pressman
dictatorial manner toward the evacuee physicians* He had told them that
they had got to learn that he was buss here and what he said went* These

are almost ttee exact words of one Leo Schnur before the hospital began to
crumble up under his feet. Dr* Wakataki was sore because Dr* Pressman
wouldnft take him an a trip to Los Angeles along with a patient* 1 heard
later from Dr* Shimizu, the dentist, ad. quite independently, that Dr*
Pressman had planned to take him (Dr* Shimizu) and that this had precipitated

a quarrel among the doctors who felt that physicians should have priorities

over a dentist in such trips*
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In casual conversations and general attitude I have noticed an
undercurent of vindictiveness toward the Japanese on the part of "% and
JE* This has been show in tones and side remarks in staff confer-

ences» HS if of course always like that*

Mr* Collier who was here today said that he had the feeling that
things he had hoped for in the way of self government had eeae to smash
here but on seeing the actual situation he is Vvery much encouraged*

He met with our staff in Camp 1 and spent most of the time tell-
ing them the same things which he told the council and which he embodied
in his speech at Camp 1l11* The several points were as follows*

1* We want to know about the collective states of mind* of changes occuring
in the states of mind of the people and what causes them* We want to know
their reaction to the wage scale* the land use pattern* how letting people
go out and get jobs on the outside is reacting on the frame of mind back
here in the community*

2* We want to carry on a continuous study of the development of the admin-
istration* its techniques and methodology* We want to know why a given
element has worked or not worked* and we want to know these things not only
for their use In the present but also for their use iIn the future*

3* We want to study the extent to which democracy is getting deep into the
life of the community* And we want to know how thex»industrial program is
getting into the life of the community* Is government here nothing more than
the passive consent of the governed or is there a chance of developing real
participation by the governed in the government* Most democracies* even

though they go by that name* are nothing more than the passive consent of
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t&e governed» We must not take democracy as It exists and has existed in

the United States as our model but rather take «hat democracy can be*

At the same time we mustn*t feel that we have to develop a hundred per cent,
or an eighty percent, or a Fifty percent efficient democracy or we have
failed* |If we can show that ten percent of the administration here is
democratic it is of enormous significance* (He means show this by behavior
and psychological tests), TwO percent is the case in most democracies*
This too is central to everything that is done in post-war problems*

4* The problem of racial relations and contact of minorities, relations

of the dominant towards those who are dominated* The family and individual
problems of adjustment here are just specific cases of what much of the
world has already gone through and which all of the world will go through*
S* The records which you (here he was addressing the field workers) are
compiling here published five years from now may be of transcendent importance
because of these things* (Compare this with Li-ilon Myers speech of Tuesday

the 17th)*

This afternoon, Collier made a very challenging speech at Camp
Il in which he emphasized that this Project was an experiment in Colonial
Administration* His feeling was that it was the responsibility of evacuees
and administration alike to make a success of it* |1 wondered whether the
evacuees would be able to appreciate this point of view and would be more
inclined to think that they were being victimized by the government so that
they could cariy out a social experiment and make guinea pigs out of them*

While he was making this speech the engineers were laying out
stakes for the army fence around Poston 111* Right after the speech at

Camp 1, 1 heard Rupke telling Joe McKaskell about this and saying that Tom,
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one of the top evacuee administrative officers at Camp 11l had said he
would resign because of the fence and because he had been assuring people

that there would be none built and no one would believe him anymore»

Mr» Collier told me that Miss Findley was very much upset about

? 1 - I 1 "7 « EIL-TUN N 1l AW -
talk that was going on among the evacuees to the effect that all the members
of the Bureau of Social Research were stooges and were being threatened
with beatings and that in short we had a most unwholescans reputation» |1
told JC that 1 thought this was much exaggerated and after he left I had
a long conference with Miss Findley» 1 found the basis of her anxiety to
be largely the result of her recent conversations with Tamie Tsuchiyama
bfct that also her own social worker and Br* Takahashi had given rise to
some such ideas» They think that we*re part of naval intelligence and
eveiybody shuts up as soon as one of our department comes around* Tamie
apparently is in fear Of her life and blames all this on me* Yesterday
Mitch Kunatani told Spicer that Tamie said Miss Finley told her that her
life was in danger* Miss Findley says she didn’t say any such thing and
only listened to Tamie telling her that such was the case* At the same time

.Tamie told Miss Findley that she didn’t want to leave because it would be

such a blow to the Bureau and it would not doubt collapse as a result*

Yesterday John Collier and I were talking together and JC
said to WH# «Should we get this fence stopped?.1l WH replied that he thought
it was silly to put the fence where they were putting it and that it was a
waste of time# men and material when it could be much more effective for
controlling the Indian cattle if placed so as to protect the agricultural

projects* Still placed as it is planned# it will protect those vegetables
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actually growing within the communities and will thus serve some good purpose*

He does not think that it will be very demoralizing to the evacuees* John
Evans and Ralph Gelvin do not agree with him but still he thinks it is
wiser to make no issue of the fence with the army but that the making of
such demands should be amunition saved for bigger game later on* Some
much more important things are going to happen when we really will need to
appeal to the top ranking people in the army* 1 said, "What about the
curfew, machine guns and search lightst Won’t they follow the fenced"

WH said, «No* If we let them, put up the fence the agreement is that there
will not be any of that#¥* JC said to WH, "Well, 1 suppose you’re right*

1*11 abide by your judgment in this#”

Yesterday JE said he thought that the Japanese shibais were very
barren* We had just seen one and it evidently affected Evans quite

adversely#
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Dr* Pressman «anted to see me in hie office today* Be tried
threats, prayers and entreaties to get me to give up Miss Colson’s
office which he wants for storage space. | told him 1°’d move out when

44 and if I got an equally good place to move in to* 4Although Miss Col-
son is going to Camp XII, there will be others to take up that space

very quickly*
(AHLf

At lunch today, W# Head was telling Mr* Mathiesen that the camp
was quarantined for infantile paralysis* X thought he was teasing,
but couldn’t be sure* 1 asked Dr* Pressman and he says it is not*
However, the people of barker kave been agitating for some time to
kesp the evacuees out of the town* How they are using the infantile
excuse as a means of doing it* The health officer of Yuma county
called up Dr* Pressman yesterday and asked him to quarantine the camp*
Since it is probably best to discourage people going to Parker, if the
Parkerites don’t want them, a "quarantine” is being imposed by the
administration on all but most necessary business* Health Officer
from Yuma aaid some people were even saying that the disease was
being deliberately spread as ''sabotage'. So far there are seven
cases - six in Poston and one last Saturday (10th) in Parker.

Dr* Pressman said that the young people are having a lot of
pressure put on them by the elders not to go out of the camp. When
I pinned him down to casea, it meant the doctors, especially Dr*
Kazato* There doesn’t seam to be a similar pressure on the nurses*
All the doctor8 have volunteered for the army on a commission ba—

/PP

sis* Hone have heard yet whether or not they are accepted*
(AHL)
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Gerald Wumino has done a remarkable Job at Galt 3* It isa dim*
cult position, being so close to the administration and also not being
originally a member of Galt 3# Be combines brains with tact end very
self-effacing manner* He doee not went to go out of camp* Wee for*
merly a specialist In agriculture ventures * loaned chiefly to far*
mere but never farmed himself* Be eaye there are people In Camp 11
eho owe him #35*000* Hr* Burge thinks he doesn"t want to go out and
worie for someone else in sense email Job* Be would rather be where he
Is* It was Gerald who was the chief moving spirit In the very success*
fnl party given for the volunteers In Camp 3* He wee the charlman and
was supposed to alt up at the speakers table* but Instead all through
the party he was going about in the background with a hammer In his
pocket in hie overalls doing odd Jobs here and there that needed to

be done*
(AHL)
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Tu MW EVANSs

He will be leaving very aooa* Leu Hainan «111 take hi» place#
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I shoved Mr* Edvard Ouchi our history of Poston (Hay to Deo*)* He
read It through slowly and carefully and «aid It was very good and very
true* He thought the people would be impressed when they read it about
how much the administration knew what was going on.

He would change the end of little so it doesn’t give the Impression
to the older people that we think the Iseei-Kiaei problem was all cured
by the first of the year» or that it was the administration and the Hlsei

who cured It*

(m)
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Dr* Ishimaru came iato ay office this morning to tell me hie re~~
actions to reading our history ("We came to* oto**}* fTor eoamente,
eoe history folder. Then he talked on shoot the things that interested
him» He is leering next Thursday for Washington to see Assistant Sec-
retary of War McCloy. He said he was going to talk to him about the
eare of the orphans and other things. Be said "You remember that pa-
per 1 wrote**. Be got to know McCloy at a meeting of the JACL in San
francisco when McCloy came to discuss evacuation problems with them.

Dr* Ishimaru was only one of many people McCloy shook hands with* hut
shortly after this D*l began writing him about what to do with the or-
phans* The army hadn’t considered it and didn’t seem to know what to
do* So he appealed to McCloy who sent a government specialist in
child welfare and the "Childrens* Tillage* was set up at Manzanar
for his children* jQaryknoll and 1 hellere one other group* Be spoke
vociferously about how he would/~to bat for these kids and felt more
responsible for them than for his own* He said Col. Ban Dettson
wouldn’t ©rant him a 10-day stay to wind up legal affairs of the or-
phanage* but told him to get into Santa Anita* Dr* Ishimaru was pretty
strong for going back to California, especially people with property
there and a farm to go back to* 1 said what about hoodlums* 1Is
thought they should be prepared lo take that* They will run into

it any place* better back at home*

He said he was the new chairman of the Kendo Club of United States.
When he was at Manzanar following their "incident*, he told the members
they were to use their influence to suppress such incidents* They had
contacts with Judo clubs meid could do it* He said he would stand by

them if they got into any trouble over it with the fBX* They asked,



was this an order and he said It was*

Mas Kawashiaa came In at 2:00 p.m. and stayed an hour to discuss
our history* For his comments, see not he typed In History folder*
From, questions and drift of conversation« 1 gathered that he Is from
San Gabriel Talley shore he «as a nursery man and former Vice-Presi-
dent of the JACL and then President* Fire or six years ago» he noted
that the community was in a bad «ay. Factions and cliques «ere cut-
ting each others throats* Be studied the community "sociologically".
Be set deliberately about promoting better relations between groups
and individuals and getting rid of suspicion* This meant promoting
social events and get together«* As a result» great harmony pre-
vailed and among that group there have been no beatings« no matter
which camp they went to. He was very mire that only the people «ho
deserved it go beaten and it «asnft really for informing« but be-
cause of "financial” matterse They were mostly very clever business
men. X said» "Too clever?"” He said yes — X said« crooked? and he
agreed* Be philosophized something about Japanese psychology. They
hale anybody to stick his head above the crowd* As soon as he does»
they knock him down* It is the same In Japan* They assassinate, but
it is character that they assassinate* Only the action kind of a man
can be a leader* He must be “thout sin, not even little alas - not
oven playing poker, he must not receive political or other favors»
live very,simple* 1In Japan you will find the very successful leaders
live very frugal and simple lives. Otherwise people doa*t trust them*

They must know how to speak*
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He has been watching the whole drama at Poston «aid has found It
ver? interesting* From January 1 to March has been the tine of change
from resentment and leaving things up to the government to being will-
ing to assume responsibility for themselves* During the strike* a lot
of leaders rose up and old leaders went down and then after the strike*
some of the old leaders €ATS up again and some new ones appeared* Peo-
ple began to argue among themselves and strive with eeeh other to ob-
tain things for the community and the a&oinistretion was *no longer the
goat**

He said that the Saturday morning when all the Japanese flags were
flying* he was at home having his first sleep In 40 hours* He was
wakened by Frank Fukuda and told about the situation* Frank Fukuda
was very upset. Mas’s own sister was crying* He felt that the Niseis
were being ruined* Something got into him then. He felt very dif-
ferent from what he had ever felt before* He was very calm and felt
as if all the future of the Japanese in the United States depended
on what he did and said then. Be went down to the place where the
flags were and made a speech that lead to taking the flags down* Some
Issei said that there was one I0\"e.t who had guts*

He felt our history lacked the human touch, but saw we were try-
ing to be objective* He said you couldnft write the real human story*
Japanese wouldn’t like it* He didn’t think the Isseia would be in-
terested in our history* there were many human things in the history
of Poston* there was the time of the inauguration and Hr* lvans made
such an emotional speech and then came the terrible dust storm and
the rain that tore the roofs off the houses* the people felt that

was a symbol of the new council* that its course would be rough*
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Then thero «as thé fire the other aight aad taeye «as Mr» Hvans righi
in it all* He «as emotioaal, ha might soi ksos just «hai ha «as do»
isg hai ha «as dolog his hast« Mr* Haad «as there lookisg ai every-
thisg, trying io figure oui ho« the firestarted; ha «as very caim,
lookisg about him ai everything» but Mr. Bvaaa «as la i1i ail very eso*
tionally and the people notleed those thinga and they feli so«, just
«hss «e are losiag him «s bave found the real man for us Is Postos*
We have found him too late - Ut™ Evase*

He asid the Japaneee version ef ih» Chiosici© is too hard - too
many big «ords for most people* Be spoke of his resistesse i0o urg-
lag thai he lois the Central Executive Boramittee. (X recali ai the
time he «ss alvaye calling himself the janitor) bui hoaever» after
the corneil took over, he aocepted. Be did it reluctantly, bui no*
Overythisg «as goisg fise and he had spriag fever and he thought he
«ould soon gei thé bell osi of bere. He said he «rote the charter
for the Social Relations Board asd Mr« Sugiyaraa asd Mr* Qelvis (is
Mr* Headfe absence) signed it« He outlined théir dutles, but isadt
a member himself. He said thé outbreak of bickering asd puttlag
people out of blooks follo«!ag the etrike «as part of the uphesval,
rise and fall of leaders folloeisg the strike* But/thée time the

Social Relations Board «as set most of this «as over* -

{ML)

After haviag talee brokea appolatments «ith me, pev. Miteni came
this aftersoon asd «as very friendly* He said things «ere going «eli
«ith him» but said he «ss devotisg his time no« more and more to church

work than to politica. Be said there «ere a lot of people «ho couldn’t
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uadapstaad «hat a clergyman «as doing in eoasunity affairs* |1 gars
him our history to read and ha took it to look it over the weekend,
then he eat and talked on about thIn”™i that interested hi®, He said
the Japanese section of the paper wae a great thing far the older peo-
ple, they were hungry for news* Of course it could be greatly la»
proved, but it was a big advancement over when they didaft have any
news,

Se wae much, concerned with the increase in gambling and connected
it with the money coming into the community from the camouflage net*
Previously it hadn’t been worth the while of the professional gam-
blers to do much. He asked what I thought as a sociologist, |1 said
it was generally better to try to control gambling and such things than
to try to suppress. He said that was his idea too, but there were
others in the community who thought they should try to wipe it out*

I asked him about resettlement and whether people would farm here
if given the land. He thought a lot of the older people would not
want to leave here* He wanted to know if the government would close
the camp if there were still people here who had no place to go*
there seemed to be a lot of worry on this score. He thought most

people would grab at the chance to farm here,

(m.

5
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At breadfast this morning, Mr. Duteon «10 1» tore as an
expert to repair refrigerators and who baa recently been In
Gila was talking with one of the men - watchman, 1 think -
from the camouflage net factory* Both think the spirit of the

/-/S People is much better at Gila* ™"Sot to many long faces there*9
The camouflage man said there would be longer faces next month
for he heard that they eould&tt get any more material for the
nets and would hare to shut down*

This morning at 8s30, Jim Yahiro waited for me accompanied
by George Yasukochi and Y* Ota* For their purpose* eee the folder
to Miss Mitsue Ogura. Y. Ota wore e policeman’s badge, fiddled
with his hat and didn’t apeak* Jim Yahiro did moat of the talk«*
ing but George Yasukochi put in a few words* Their these was

FAT Triql e,
fo that Miss Ogura was mentally ill as a result of her/internment
and they wanted M to examine her and write a letter saying
that it was a medical necessity to hare her father come* X
said how about putting her in the hospital, but they said eh*
wouldn’t come* They wanted me to risit her to X agreed* Saw
her about 0530 p*m* with her mother* Jim Yahiro and George Yasu-
kochi. X explained X could write a note saying she waa ill, but
not that she needed her father. X suggested the family welfare
could wzdte that on the grounds that the mother needed the help
and wee herself going to pieces*

Afterward we sat a while in George Yasukochi*s house where

X met his brother Just here on a furlough from the army* Jim

told me he formerly worked in a cannery and then built up a
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fleet OF about ©ight trucks «hich ha owned and with «hich ha
hauled atuff £or the eaaneries» siso buying and aelli&g* He
aoM his equlpaeat for almoat aothiag at the tia» of eracua-
tion. Be has fbur ahilaren and doesn’t fenow whether to try

It «a the outside or not, hut thinka he alli stay in. fhat

If he took his family out and they got alele? Be might not

hete enough moaey to eare for thea* Be said he though God

sede a aletee la not makiag people all aUke phyaiealUy» That
le what all these «are are about, rae®© differeaee*

Be smofeed a elgar as he talked, hla thumbs la his reet,

,WHAT S&tWe.D
and"a three-d&y oid beard o0& his face* Ele relee le loud aad
deep and he expresase hitaself well la a rough manar*

Be spofee a lot about wantlng te get Industries going here,
hut eaid they had begun to cali hla en agitator, so he plped
do«a* For a long time be had advocated mafeing tofu la the oid
fashioned «ay without the modera oachiaery, but ha couldn’t get
the boye la the factory to seo it that «ay» George Taeukoohi
eald he worksd ia the noodle factory. Jim Yahiro said they
sliould mafee thelr own soya sauce - «hich tafees about six months
«bes made right. "This stuff «e haré s®w# they mafee It orer
night and It*e going to poison us.n

Be eald they could mafee a bakery out of adabe and heat It
«ith oli rery simply, Be though he lase« Just ho» to do It after
the style of mexicana with etea» blowiag the oli fiame and they
eould haré bread md pies» But he couldnft get the foilowere*
Be said they ahouldn™"t haré the sigay ration applied to an or-

ganization Ufes & bakery but get extra eugar for It juet 111m



balearios as the outside. Several times be eciphasised to as that
ihese thisga would aavs the maapowey {caucaeian) on the project

ana releas© them for tlie «ay effort.

From Jim Yahiro*e, 1 nondered aver te the pélice statioa asa
fell to admirlng the fiah pond asa bridge (said by Mr. Popfcias to
be atoles fros the goverumeat). The ehief came over asa we eat on
the rail for 1; hour «hile he talked.

He father «a» a farmer asa «lien he «ae ia high sohool he
playod football asd «ae a star, They usad to play a fish@r®aa*s
team. The «ambara of this team asked hia to play for them and
then each Suaday they drov© thlrty miles to get hla. They had a
big 00« Chrysler, all ehromiua platad» asa had lote of ITONEY to
taro« around, le got to be real good friea&s «ith them asa thea

/)< seid)
ose doy» @®You leso« how it is,w/one said to hia» *Say* woul&a"t
yon like to take a trlp «ith ua?"” asa so he ala asa thea as opas»
iag esesO MA he Jol&sd the ere«. So he fished for a «hile asa
sede monay, but thea ble father put a stop to it* fie didn’t like
the fisheraanfs «aya» rough a&d tough, gaabling and dyiaking.
fie took 3hig homo asd sede him go os through runior College.
Thea he £0r®sd for a «hile, but thes aomething happeaed ** perhaps
It «as the depreasioa, X forget «hat be asid» but fayalag didn’t
do so well asd be «eat bacic to flshiag asd stayed at it astil eva-~
cuaties « a total of about tes years. la aever made lees thas
$80.00 per aoath. Fichad from Juse through to the esd of March.

Sometimos he sede $5 or #600 per soath. They sil shared the baul
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evenly «ith thrce shores to the net (orar a mile long) and tliyea

to beat (about 75 or 80 foet long * Diesel), fi1bera «ere 20
la the are«, Ther© «are a® salaries» oaly th© abares which ser©
tba asm© for all includine thé Captala. Gnly thé Captala owned
thé net so be got th© three abares that want late that. Thay had
lo pay about #60,000 per year te politiciens to kaep bilie frena
beliig pasead that «ouid stop thsir fiahing* Xt «as a racket. H
tfc© time thé politiciens are stirriag up thé race question, the
spi» and sabotage» and they «ouid pay the pomiciane te quiat
It domi* T7Thére wsan’t a word of truth la It* Corabandar cangia
knea that and aaid so, fhe Navy aere decent peopla and a good
friend to to lapanese ther©* Far to laet fto years, toy al*
«aya took along some © » » st o they knee so if any questions case

at a later date» he eould stand up for tos and say be «as
ther©® and It wasnft so* *TOu know Doctor* thOr® wasn*t a sord
of truth In It,*

they caught tuna, sardinos and rad enappers all vith nate.

Be «as «ery «i«id la descrlblng thelr techniques, toy eruto
«ith a san at thO sasthead, somatises a aonth befor® they run
luto a sehool* ton ©ach san le Irritable and It to» a good
Captala to keep up the apraleof thelr oro», The san on thelr
boat «ss an old Issei, knew ©rcry rode asi chamnel all up and
do» to coaat* A @roat gay when thé san at to sast sees a
school of flsh and he calle oui and thé boat taakes a circi®O
arcund, (ih© chief’s use of adjactives and gaatur®© «ara #**
©elient), ton «h» toy net®© to direction to school la »ring

and tho drilft of th© current and «Ind» they circi®© Oround agaia»
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dropping one end of the net «1th a skiff and then circle back to
it - aaybe a Bile la circumference and then they have the fish in-
side«

Is he talked, he got more and sore enthusiastic. 1 said it
sounded like a great life - good fun« Ho quickly corrected me,
saying there «as no fha in it* just hard work, risking life and
exposure. Then he described the atoms and hazardous experiences,
later* however* he got to rc®ancing about the life, lying on the
deck in the lea of Santa Cruz island« swimming, fishing, maybe a
little boar hunting* %hen going out looking for a catch in the
"dark of the WOIN™* They «we a well integrated team. They would
sing songs and there was a great spirit between the men.

Be told a number of harrowing teles of rescuing drownding
persons in storms from «recked ships and salvaging ships that had
gene on the rocks. In each ease, the people concerned proved un-
grateful - not ewes giving thanks. They didn’t care about the
money, but they were never even given thanks. 1 mid surely he
had run into some decent people at some time. '"No we never did.
Hot one. But then we just considered the source* You see, down
there on the water front, you don’t find the best people. The
best people just aren’t there.T The only people ever to treat
them decently was the navy when they rescued two fliers pinned
under a crashed plane and salvaged the plane. The navy thanked
them and asked them what their expenses were and promptly bought
them etfv*t]thing they mid they needed.

Be referred to the fishermen as being easy spenders and gam-

blers
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I had asked Jim Yahiro «hat was going on over at the Shibai
stage on block 4, He said he didn’t know* | asked the chief now,
and he said the same, da | was getting ready to leave, he asked
M MM 1 connected with the Hsry or the Aaemy. 1 said the Havy«

He asked w(ga X in the inteUigence corps. X said no, medical. X

asked him if he were ewer going back to sea again* Said no, didn’t

think ao. Sven if the opportunity came* be had a family now and
he thought he better stick with them and farm*

He spoke of the terrible hardship of the evacuation at Ter*
minal Island - stating at the same time that there was no bitter*
ness about it. Be said the Jews came into his wife’s drug store
when they had to get out within 24 hours and bought the stock for
5# to the #100. They lost about #4,000«

X went hose hy way of block 4 where Galen Fisher was talking

to a very small crowd that was widely scattered*

The chief also asked me did 1 see Dillon Myer (who was here
today)* X said yes* He said he heard he was a great man, though

he had never seen him*

Cm#
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X met F, Sugiyama today and asked him what ha thought of Dillon
Myer’e speech. He eeemed a little taken aback and said "What do you
mean« what do X think personally?” X said yeax He said, "Well, he
waan9t satisfied, he thought Dillon Slyer cleverly aide-stepped all
the questiona. Be said he supposed that was good polities and prob-
ably he couldn®"t answer with certainty most of the questions. Maybe
other people were satisfied, but Frankly» 3tigiyaaa thought Dillon

Hyer was only seeming to answer the questions without really doing it.

Bad a talk with Mr* Thimmee who has charge of coolers. He said
there had been a recent strike of plumbers when they started putting
some coolers on the administration building bsfore they were finished
putting them on the hospital, The only way they had got thorn back to
work was to agree to finish the hospital first, X said X sympathized
with the egacuees because they got short-changed on the coolers last
sunmter. He objected to this saying that it was the best cooled place
on the project (this was not so - the administration building was),
X said that may have been, but it was not cool enough. He said you
will never get any place cool enough in this climate, X said no, but
the hospital could have been still cooler if it had had more coolers
and it needed them more than the personnel mess. He said that was a

matter of opinion,

later X happened to be talking to 1, QelvIn and he said the heed
of the plumbers, Toshlda and Thimmes, had been debating the matter be-

fore him, Thimmes wanted to put the coolers up on the admn* building
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and the hospital at the same time and the plumbers «anted the hospital
fixed First* $* Gelvin thought they «ere pretty emotional about it
and probably both in the wrong, but finally it had been agreed to Fix

the hospital first*

I asked W* Head tonight ho« the raids he mentioned the police
«ere going to hare on gone* He laughed and said "The Chief backed

out on me*"
' i m

UHL)
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Conversation with Mae Kawashima by AHL
Selective Service, History of Poston, Outgroups

Fot a wWX« tonight at the celebrations for the departing volunteers

180
X was standing next to Mas Kawashima« He said he thought we were wise to
have our history stop January 1lst* He had changed his mind. Best to leave
fi what happened after for the next history to come out in June« X asked why
he changed his mind« He said because the three point program of Chandler9s
102 had been accepted* It would cause big changes. 1 said X doubted this.

He was sure of it. The draft was coming and that would force segrega-
tion« You can’t reject a man from the draft because he is dangerous and
then let him go anywhere* Mas didn’t believe all the centers would be
closed down however*

He had on a blue shirt and light hat and stood toward the back and
outside of the audience circle, watching and smiling. He said his bro-
ther was one of those who had volunteered« Last night, there was a big
party in their block and his brother got up and spoke« Mae had never
heard him speak before in all the twenty years he has known him. He did
very well - wonderful* He is a college man, very quiet, says little, but
thinks a lot and knows what he wants and does what he wants* There are
two other volunteers in the block. Three out of three were accepted.
All are quiet, deep thinkers like hie brother« He naked me did X know
that kind of Japanese? Those who don’t say much but think« They do
what they want. You watch them and you will see that they always do
what they want«

He looked at hie watch - it was getting close to the time - B]45 -
when the celebration wae to end and the departing boys were to have a
iaat half hour with their families. He moved away.

If he hada*t gone 1 was going to say that X also knew the type
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who did aU those thing» and who made up their mind« without sufficient

evidence because they did all their thinking by themselves end didn’t

come end talk things over and find out what the facts were« They jumped

or climbed to their own conclusion»« and stuck with them even when quite

wrong rather than have a face to face talk on the matter and get the facta
I am thinking of Bob Sakai, Tamle fsuchiyama, Kate Endo, Miss Itaoto

as samples who have come my way, who have shown this in varying degress,



In order to properly guide and advise people who will go out
from Poston in the future, we are anxious to have you report hack
concerning what happens to you. In a few weeks, you will receive
a questionnaire from us and it is hoped that you will answer t
questions fully and promptly. It will he greatly appreciated if
you give a lot of details and facts and you can he sure that no
matter what you say, it will he treated confidentially and will
bring no sort of disadvantage to you.

BUREAU OP SOCIOLOGICAL RESEARCH
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VIAM, W_HMD
Mp# Haad cosiaonted la his office today that there la a movement
on foot In the community to oust the Executive Board» Had Cross Taka*

haehi» O0ld man Mtta and Dr* Misuahima are In It*
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Coming back from the river this morning, SBS and 1 passed one

Issel and then later two NMOIE going toward the river* AH spoke to

us Ffirst and in a very friendly tone« One stopped to talk longer

saying, '"'Where you been?* This is in contrast to last winter when

one usually got a nod or a brief smile, but always the person loir*



