A ©BK NISEI SPEAKS
Robert M. Hosokawa, @BK Whitman 1940

Minidoka is a commnity born of war, a city of drab tarpaper barracks with
a population of 8,867. It borders an old irrigation canal on a rocky portion
of sage-covered Idaho desert.

It is not a prosperous community but has schools, a hospital, some stores,
a weekly paper, churches, and a cemetery. Minidoka's inhabitants are of all
temperaments and trades. They are civic minded, aloof,;selfish, dishonest,
generous, end progressive. There are office clerks, doctors, coal sghovelers,
policemen, loafers, preachers, students, and housewives.

As in all America, the windows of Minidoka hold service stars. Some have
two and three, even four, each representing an American goldier.,

For all of this apparent normalcy, Minidoka is a lonely place, spiritually
bleak, devold of hope and warmth. It is surrounded by barbed wire, and watch
towers punctuate the horizon. The only gate 1s guarded by military policy.

No one enters or leaves without credentials. ;

Yet this is an American commnity. More then two-thirds of its inhabitants
are citizens. The remainder are aliens who have lived long in the United States
but are ineligible for naturalization because of congtessional legislation.

Miniddke is mono-racial and its inhabitants who look through the fencing
are of Japanese descent. They were moved to Minidoka and to ten inland cen-
ters in the summer of 1942 when mass evacuation from the Pacific coagt was
deemed a military necessity.

There is nothing lavish at Minidoka. Meny inadequacies exiat. However,
most of its residents do not complain. They realize their discomforts are not
gerious. My wife and I often discussed how trifling our troubles were in com-
parison with those being endured by thousands of America's fighting men.

Subnormal conditions make home life and training of the young a difficult
job. There is no privacy, for each family has only one room. There are cen-
tral mess halls where residents stand in line thrice daily.

Recreational facilities are few, but the Niseli and the Caucasian gtaff
members have made attempts at constructive activities. The depressing limis. il
tations of concentration are killing initiative and responsibility.

Younger children cannot recall their former homes. And to them the crowded
existence as government wards is normal. They eat in mess halls, often apart
from their parents, and training in such little things as table manners 1s
lacking, Their social contacts are wholly with other evacuees. It will taeke
mich readjustment when they are free to return to normal living.

Schools in the center are handicapped by lack of aéuipment. Textbooks
are few and individual research is difficult. Zoology students finish courses
without having dissected the earthworm or the frog. Incentive for study is
often dulled in even the brightest students.

Clasges are held in made-over barrack rooms with children sitting on benches.
The physical handicaps are not as important as the effect they heve on these
young students., Most of them know only that they are being confined, "because
we had the wrong ancestors," as one evacuee put it. They are conscious of the
(forward)
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stigma and do not know what they can do about it, Théy wonder if America wants
them when they read reports of "mags deportation,” or at least permanent ex-
clugion from the coast.

Some students are finding their way to schools in the Middle West and East,
through efforts of the National Student Relocation Council and its supporting
groups. ) '

There are more then 5,000 Nisei now training in U.S. Army camps. Some are
already fighting in Italy’and in the Pacific. Those not yet in the gerive are
hoping for early reinstatement to selective service so that they may exeucte
their responsibilities as Americans.

In cooperation with military intelligency and the Federal Bureau of In-
veastigation, the War Relocation Authority has set up machinery permitting
those residents who can pass stringent investigation, to leave the project .
To date about 2,300 have secured their indefinite leaves and have passed
through the date for cities, towns, farms, and gchools outside the Western
Defense Commsnd. The W.R.A. was created by the government to carry out this
restttlement and is doing a commendable job under trying conditions. It is
the target of West Coast politicians and racists who would discredit ite essen-
tially American viewpoint and tactics.

Most of those who leave the center are Nisei ~--American born, American
schooled. ' TFew return to Minidoka. The W.R.A., with offices in & dozen mid-
wegtern and eastern cities, is finding community acceptance the least of its
worries. It is avoiding concentration in any area. Stories of succegaful re-
location and assimilation sre many, but the present egress is still a trickie.

Nisei are being employed in war factories and farms, in homes and offices.
They are contributing to the victory effort in practically every gtate. They
have relocated most heavily in the Middle West and least of all in the South.

Greatest blessing to loyal Americans of Japanese descent was the segre-
gation recently completed in which 15,000 found disloyal or unworthy of Am-
ericanism were weeded out and transferred to the Tule Lake project in.Cali-
fornia, :

The other 85,000, stand a'better chance of having their faith in America
recognized, They did not lose faith even though they had been sent from thelr
homes and placed in camps. They want to be wholly American, to have a part
in the American dream.

My wife and I were released from Minidoka last March when a news Job was
located in the Middle West. We passed federal scrutiny and made the trans-
ition without difficulty. We have been happy and thankful for our freedom
and we treasure it deeply.

Now that we have been here a year, we are hoping to move farther North or
East, to greener and more permanent pastures, perhaps to New England, where we
can try our roots in the soil which nurtured the first Americans. We believe
in America and want it to believe fully in us.




THE AMERICAN BAPTIST HOME MISSION SOCIETY
212 Fifth Avenue

New York 10, I.Y.

November 5, 1945

Dear Friends:

This is a report on a visit to the lMinidoka Relocation Center, Hunt,
Idaho, October 13 - 23, 1945, and should be read in conjunction with
the report dated October 19, of my visit to the Granada Relocation
Center, Amache, Colorado, October 8 - 12, 1945,

The contrast is interesting, to say the least. The closing procedures
in Granada seemed bad enough when I was there. There had been pressure-
brought to bear on the bachelors to get them out of the Center some
weeks previous and prior to my arrival. There had been one case cf a
forced removal and eviction of an elderly man, but the repercussions
from the remaining residents were soon recognized by the administratioi
and apparently thc pressures had been abandoned. But when I arrived

in Minidoka I was totally unprepared to find procedures operating that
can only be described as "gestapo" methods. Severe pressurcs were
being used. There was not only one but many removals and evictions.
Repercussions had been quickly evident. Resentments, bitterness ard
further resistance to relocation were manifest. This, to the [inidoka
administrators, called for further stringent mothods and pressures.
Part of the prcssures was the decision to shut off and lock up sanitar;
facilities (one bullding to each block housing, laundry, bath and toilc
facilities) in what was termed "orderly" fashion. It was orderly,
certainly, in terms of pressure--the first blocks to suffer c losing of
facilities were those that had the greatcecst numbers of residents and
the more articulate and, thercfore, to the administration, thec "agi-
tators.” In the last weeck, although rcemailning families were still
scattered throughout 34 of the 35 blocks in the Center, less than ten
of these "laundry" buildings were open. By then this could no longer
be termed logically as a pressure. That Minidoka was alrcady a totally
undesirable place in which to remain was morec than evident.

The number of messhalls in operation had becn reduced to five. True
enough, cooks and workers werc no longer available to keep all of the
messhalls going. But in addition, toward the end, the administration
failed to transport food from warehouse to messhalls, giving the excuse
that help was lacking. Residents already busy with their own prepara-
tions to leave had to volunteer to go to the warehouse to haul food-
stuffs-- by then reduced to flour, ricec and cggs for the most part--
so that they and others could eat, However, personncl seemed always
available when recalcitrant families werc to be picked up and evicted.
(In Topaz, I was told, cssential scrvicgs werc maintaified by key cvacu
ces that werc asked to stay to the ond =- at "outside" wages, I presumc

In 1943 I had lived in the Minidoka Center for abl ut six months, from
January to th¢ end of Junc. I had just come from Tulclake Relocation
Center on a "transfer," Tulclake had already gone through a fow of
the earlier of the many demonstrations that have made that Center "no-
torious. I had found Minidoka quite tame in eomparison and thc resi-
dents docile and "spineless" as another "Tulcan" put it. Any frictica
that might have cxisted at that time in Minideoka between thce A, P.
(Administration Personnel) and the residents had not &s yct comc to
the surface, The proccss of "induction" that my family and I went
through was far from cfficient. Although 27 persons werc included in
the bus-load from Tulelake to Minidoka, it secmed to us that the whol
proccss of mceting us at the bus station, lack of consideration for cu
persons, mothers and theilr small children, and the bungling way in whiv
the recception and induction was done was without much order or cfficic
cye No A.P, met us ceither at thes tation or in the housing office :nd
the cold weather was matched by the almost frigld reception. Later,
some of this was corrected and there was an attcmpt at considerationo.
human nceceds. This timc the lack of efficiency had been corrccted--
that is efficiency in tcrms of getting people out--but the warmth was
no longer prescnt. It is true that a number of individual members of
the A.P. posscss and radiate warmth and were trying under ¢xtreme pres-
surc to be human, Their cfforts, however, werc futilc when cvery
calculated move in the program for final dissolution of the Center
demanded that cvery division and section in tho administrative sct-up
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be geared to mesh with the beautifully programmed schedules of de-
parturcs. The Welfare Section was particularly cmbarrassed by the fact
that it could not apply good social techniques nor be lenicent in spccial
hardship cascs becausc of limitations imposed by a "strcamlincd, cco-
nomy-minded" regime.

The day that I arrived in Minidoka I was told that as of midnight ‘
Friday, October 12, the resident population was 851. The pcak pooula=
tion had becn about 9400 at onc time, but actually some 12,800 have
lived therce at onc timec or another. (During the 1life of tho Center
quite a numboer of transfers from other centors had come in, filling up
the vacancies loft by those that had relocated carlicer. The larga:st
number of tho transfers had come from Tulclake at the time of thm sogre-
gaticn pregram.) All of this residual 851 wore scheduled to Zcave the
Center by the 23rd of Octoboer, 8 days ahecad of the final date that had
been se¢ from the Washington office., During my s tay the movement prc-
cesCed about as scheduled. The adminis trative hoads wore anticipating
that this stepped-up movement would establish some kind of reccrd for
other centors to shoot at., In contrast to this deslre to ostalblish @
reccord is the concern that had apparently been shown at the Granada
Center. Although Granada was supposed to closc on October 15 and was
all ready to do so wvhen I loi't therc on the 12th, I found out later
that the 85 rcmaining for the last day did not leave until the 17th
bocausc tomporary housing for them had not been confirmocd from Sacra-
monto, to where¢ they werc going. I recall that the reclocation office
in Granada was desperately trylng to get that confirmation while I

was there.

Soon after Administrative Order 289 was lssucd from Washington scetting
forth drastic procecdurces for tho movement of recalcitrant rcsidents,
the Minidoka administration worked out a mathomatically calculated
schedule of departurcs that would close the Centor ahead of schedulc.
The final closing datc was later announced as October 21 and finally
sct for the 23rd., All tho policlcs and proccdurcs wero goarcd to fit
into this schedulc. The only conccssions made in the interests of huian
neods wore to advisc the Welfarc Scction to begin lmmediately to pro-
cess the welfare cascs and to cooperate with the medical officer in ar-
ranging for the final transfer of hospital cascs. ZIvery advantage was
taken of thoe drastic naturc of Administrative Order 289. It was as
though tho Ccnter administrators rubbed thelr hands in glce as they
rcad thc order and said, "This is what we've been looking for for a
long time. Now we can rcally go to work and apply the scrows."

It scems evident that in thce carly days of the Minidoka Center the proj-
cct dircctor had difficulty in deciding whethor to deal with the rosi-
dents with a "gloved hand" or an "iron fist." He had ovidently decided
to go along with thc milder policles as issucd from the Washington of-
ficc but made a mental r eservation of the "iron fist" policy, which he
seomed to favor as rccont cvents ind cate. (Although the project di-
rector rcsigncd to go with UNRRA reccntly, the closing period poliecics
set by him were being rigidly followcd.) In all fairness it must he
said that thc projecct director was a benevolent dictator, but unfortu-
nately he had around him an administrative staff that in the main
favored the thcory that the best way to govern the "Nips" and "Japs"

as somec of the staff called the residents, was to issuc orders, "be
tough with them," and stern mcasures wore the only mecasurcs that would
be understood. Therc wore a minimum of confercnces with the represcnta
tives of tho pooplc and cven after the Conmunity Council of the Minidoke
residents was formed therc was only one clear-cut issuc in which the
Council was 2 dominant factor. IMost of the timc the moembers of the
Council were no more than "messcngeor boys" of the administration. One
wonders why the llinidokans "took it lying down" whcreas residents of

tho other centers protested, in many casces violently. (The Tuleans
thought that the llinidokans were "spineless.") The reasons arc numcrous
but a statemont of just a feow will suffice.

In the first place, most of the residents of IMinidoka were from urban
arcas and inclined to be morc indcpendent and individualistic in their
outlook. Also, boing from the Northwest in the main, vhere discrinina-
tion was less cvident, there was not the strong rcsentment against
Caucaslans that ¢ vacuces from certain arecas of California held. Thon,
too, there is the fact that immediatcly after thoe cstablishment of the
Center many of the residents took advantagoe of "short term lcave" to zo
out for scasonal work to harvest sugar beets, potatoes and vegetablcs.
Thus a largc numbor of the mon were out of the Center, and amony thom
were vory likely thosc that might have been lcaders in mass protests
and demonstrations., Thosc that remained werc dominated by a group of
older men who in the main were in positions of comparative importance
and as such were in closcr touch with the administration. This cithoer
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inflated their focling of importance, lcading to a dcaire to curry
favors from their contacts on the "hill" or they were in a position to
tempor the more drastic "pronouncements" in thc proccss of transmittal
by translation.

That the "iron fist" policy was always lurking in thc background and

was the dominant philosophy of the "powcrs that be" comss out definitely
at the time that Administrative Ordcor 289 was issucd. It comos out in
such statcments as "Now you can got back at the Nips for all the abuse
that you have had to take from them," "Doa'!'t you want your 'pound of
flcsh" aiego?y oand "I don't care what happens to thom just so thoy are a
long way from here." In all this 1t must not be forgotien that a largs
number of the pcrsonncl were csscentially fair and thet o fow were out-
spoken in thacir cofforts to amcliorate the program. Tho offorts of iboae
few and tho plcadings of the residonts had 1littlc offect or the polaciod
as they wore finally carried outy It must also be sgld that thove is
evidencs to show itinct the intention of the Administrative Crder 289,
althcugh stern and drastic in content, was to bring psycheclogical pres-
surc on the "dic~-hards," 2nd on thosc who found it hard to act on their
own initiative: It was rcpeatedly pointed out by the National Director
and others in the Washington WRA office that "289" was not to be uscd
cxcept in cxtrome tases. Unidrtunately, however, when a harsh order i
issued, no matter what tho intent, the intent may bec ignored complotely.
As the policy under "289" was developed in Minidoka, that is what hap-
pened.,

In order to undorstand the rcasons for the comparatively large numbers
of individuals in Minidoka that proferred to wait until the "oviction"
orders came, onc must go back into the history of tho Center. Howcver,
that would takc 2 long time to tell. Suffico it to say that for somc
timo prior to the issuance of "289" policics had already been in offect
that were caleculated to make Minidoka an undcesirable placec in which to
remain. Incrcasingly these mecasurcs werce having tho oppositc cffect
than the onc¢ desired. As overy move was made the bitterness and the
recsentment came out in a form of defiance that was put s mething like
this, "All right, the 'governmcnt! put us herc, let the 'governmont!
put us out." To the residents Government and WRA werc synonymous. Ono
would supposc that the administrators would have soon rcalized their
mistake. They apparently rcfuscd to admit their mistakcs or werc un-
willing to changc their policies. Apparcntly the Japancsce arc not the
only oncs that fear "losing facc." Then again the pressurces had becn
in use for a long cnough timc that perhaps it was too late to make a
change. It was by then a sort of wvicious circle. Resistance to relo-
cation was becoming morc and morc cvident., This called for morc pres-
surcs and actual cvictions., Force was becoming nccessary if the Centor
was to closc on schedule.

It was intercsting to notc the many ways in which the rcesidents were
rationalizing their resistance to relocation. Defiancc against tho
projcct's forcec-out program could not long be rationalized solely on thc
basis of recsistance becausc of principles. Wasn't it being argucd that
principles or no principles the Centcr was going to close anyway =and

the sooner one lcft the better it would be for their individual benefit?
To mect this sort of argument thc "hardior" of the residents werc soon
saying that thoy could not go out as long as the "war is still on."

This was long after V-J Day. They began to clutch at ¢ very rumor straow
that floated by and soon theoy wcre belioving even the wildest tales

that cvidently werc being manufacturcd and disseminatcd by a former in-
nmate of an institution. Everyone scecmed to know that he was a "erackpot
yet his daily "broadcasts" were cagerly listencd to and in thc process
of grapevine transmission was ropcated as "authentic" information from
Tokyo. In Granada the wildest rumors had becn that Japan was thon in
the process of retaking Okinawa. In Minidoka the rumors were firmly
believed that besides Okinawa all the rest of the major islands hrd boen
rotaken and that troops had landed in San Francisco and that letters hod
been received that told of Japancse troops alrcady in Salt Lake City,
Thereforc, it would not be long now so they must wait paticntly in camp
to be "liberated."

It is truc that many were reluctant to lecave because they fecarcd tho out
side, In the camp therc was a mcasurc of seccurity. On the outside they
would have to find work that they fclt might not be available to thom.
One does not allay such fcars by "make up your minds or clsc wc set your
departure date" tactics, It is boetter accomplished by gentler persuasive
methods. The Japanesc arc particularly amcnable to "May I ask this as a
favor" type of pecrsuasion. If after tho definitec closing date was an-
nounccd the administration had asked the pecoplc to understand their prec-
dicament and would they “plcasc" cooporate, I am convinced the results
would have been better and with littlc of the resentment and bitterness.,
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This, of course¢, prcsupposes a much carlicr and long-range application
of this decidcdly humbler approach, It is not casy nor capable of ad-
mlssion by the average porson,

What then was the program designed to closc Minidoka achcad of schedulc?
The details of the becautifully concecived and becautifully cxccutced pro-
gram is a strategy worthy of a gencral, as if in war human valucs arc
only incidental., I will try to give in outlinc form what was donc.

l. Bulletins to residents and ncecws itoms nnd cditorials in the Center
newspaper, thc "Irrigator.”

Although much of thc material in bulletins and in the nows itoms,
articlcs and editorials did strcss opportunitics on the "outside"
and the advantages of lcaving the Center carly, the slant was that
anyway the Center was going to close socon "nd so "you might as well
leave now," The latter as it turnced out was, to say tho loast, a
negative approach. The onec positive note was the “Townsend" leotter
in which Gecorge Townsend, 2s acting assistant proj.ct dircctor of
community managoment, not only told of the advantage of carly rclo-
cation but also of the contribution that tho Nisoi could makc to the
1ife of the many communitics in all parts of the country to which
they could go.

Projcct-sponsored mcectings.

These meetings were to be "cducational" according to the projoct
director. Let us see how cducational they were.

A« Tho first of the scrics of moetings held in messhalls in late
August was for all the residents and 2 ttendance was on an invita-
tionnl basis: The main points about "289" and the procedurcs that
would be used werec prosented: Then the "A", "B8", "C" catcgorics in-
to which the residents werc being divided worc cxplained. Under MAM
worce included thosc that hod made plans to relocate and had dates
get to go out. The "B" group werc thosc that had plans but had no
dates sot to lcave. The "C" group included thosc that had no plans
and no dates set. It was oxplained that the "B" pcoplc would be ex-
pectod to sct their departurc dates soon, It was pointed out to the
"C" pcoplc that thoy would be cxpcected to and roquirod to male plans
and set thcir datos, otherwisce departurc dates would be sct for them
and aftcr a three-day noticce would be redquircd to lecave the Center,

b, The second series of meetings were conducted during the first
week in September for the "B" people who had not yet set departure
dates and for the "C" people. The necessity for making plans and
setting dates of departure was reiterated. The three-day notice
procedure was emphasized., In late August a bulletin was issued to
advise the residents, the following words appear regarding this
second series of meetings, "Internal Security will serve notices on
all persons requested to attend those meetings." (Note that by this
time most of the Internal Security personnel had been replaced by
Caucasians. Then, too, no evacuece would risk his neck serving such
notices, One can well imagine the reaction of the residents when
served notices by, by that time, much hated "Hakujin" (Whitec person)
who were in addition the "police.")

c. In the third and last series of meetings starting about September
10th attendance was made compulsory and obligatory for the then re-
maining "B" and "C" pcople. Agaln quoting from the bulletin, "Com-
pulsory attendance will be cnforced by Internal Security which will
canvass cach neighborhood to sec that persons so requested aetually
attend the meetings." A fourth step was included in the bulletin
which "reprcsents the last activity of the cducational program,"
(Underscoring mine.) This fourth stcp was To be the issuing of the
Three-Day Notices to those who still refuscd to be "educated." They
were then to be shipped back to the places wherc they lived prior to
evacuation.

The Two-Weck Notices

In conjunction with che second and third series of mcctings Two-Week
Notices were sent to all of the "B" and "C" people. This was a
warning that if plans and dates were not voluntarily made in the
two-week period from the date of the notice a dcparture date would
be set for them and a threo-day advance notification given. There
was a "joker" in this notice that reads, "However, the Projcct Di-
rector rescrves the right to designate a departurc date other than
Phe one you sclect, if transportation facilities make such change
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necessary." This resorvation wag used on October 9, when nine ™™

familics in block 42 and onc family in block 39, all of whose de-
parture datecs had becen set for October 18 and which datec had been
approved by thce rclocation division, had their departurc datags sct
up to the 12th and wore so notificd on the 9th, In this group was

a family of threce persons--fathcr, mother nnd son (18 years). This
young man bcécame blind whilc in the Center. This family had no placo
to go, worc financially unable to provide for thc blind son, still
undor trcatment, and had boen roquesting a discharge for another son
in G-2 of the U, S. Army. If this family had been allowed to stay
another wock thcy would have been that much closor to the time that
thelr soldior son could rcturn and assist thom. Intcercsted A.P,
were working at the time on contacts in Scattic for the family, but
ncgotiations werc not complcte. Nevortheless, thoy were sent out

on the 12th,

The Threc~Day Notices

Thero was vory little discrction used in serving thce Throo Day No-
tices. Thc above-deseribed situation is an cxamplc of indiscriminate
scheduling, Thoe wording of tho threce-day notice lcaves no doubt

that the Moviction" will be carried out. The last paragraph of the
notice reads, "Intcrnal Sccurity is herowith dirccted to scc that

you complctec lcave procedurc, clecar housing rccords, sccurc ration
books and arrange for property pickup in final preparation for your
terminal departurc on the above date." The notice is signed by the
Acting Projcct Dircctor and underncath is a linc "by
Projcct Attorncy." Inteontionally or otherwisc the documont roads
and looks likc a court order,

Mcsshall closing

It was incvitable that in all of thc centers many of thc mcsshalls
would be closcd as tho residents loft, thus consolidating thc opera-
tions to compcnsatc for thc lack of cooks and workers. In Minidoka
therc was also a breakdown, dcliberatc or otherwisc, in the last
weeks of the transportation of supplics from thc warchouscs to the
messhalls. Most of the workers in the messhalls werc alroady on a
voluntary basls because therc had been only focble attempts on the
part of the Steward's Department to recruit ncw help and no attempt
to supply outside help. These voluntary workers soon found themsclve
in the predicament of not only cooking and scrving mcals, but also of
having to yc to the warchouscs and commandeering trucks to tranaport
the fow items that were left. There was no bakery broad being pur-
chascd any longcr because there was "too much flour in stock."  Meat
was almost an unknown item because somc frozcn fish and storaged coggs
werc still on hand, Somc A.P., werc saying that "Japs likc riec" and
since thore was still an adequate supply "thoy can live on rice."
lMost of thc recsldents werc saying that thoy didn't want to sce anothe:
cgg for a long time, "Morning, noon and night, all we got are cggs"
sald scveral residents to me. I montioned carlior that officicney
was only 1n toerms of gotting pcople out. It cortainly did not operatc
to koop the rosidonts well fed. Two days beforc the closing day two
of the remaining five messhalls were scheduled to closc and dild closc.
But when residents from the arca sorved by a mosshall just closed
went to another still open quitc a number wore turncd away b ecause no
onc had scen to it that cxtra supplics werc thore. This happened on
a Sunday and of those turncd away tcn hungry rcsidents walked to the
administration arca to protost and to scok food, but could find no
responsible person that could help thom. Fortunately, twe or threc
sympathetic A.P.'s hcard their plight and scurricd around and ralded
personal cupboards and supplied bread and Jams and ¢ anncd mcats to
tidc them over.

Closing of sanitary facilitics

Boginning Octobor 1, when therc were still closc ot 1500 persons rc=-
maining, the first of the buildings housing the boileor-room, laundry,
bath and toilct facilities(onec to ocach block)wny ordorcd closed. Fro
then through the 18th, 26 of thesoc buildings werc locked upg This
left elght or nince open in the cntirc Contor of 35 blocks. By then
most of the remaining rcsidents were old mem and womcn and familics
with largc numbers of children. They had remained hchind bocausc
they had found it harder to rolocatc. To have made life a 1ittle
casier for them during the last days in camp by koceping tho facili-.
ties open secms likc the human thing to have dono. But to the pro-
gram-minded administrators that mcant the residents would have bcen
so contented thoy never would leave, It was asked why so many blocks
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had ‘acilitics closcd off. Onc feeble cxplanation was that since
therc were only two men available to closc up the buildings the job
had to be started carly. It is inconccivablc that WRA would not
anticipate and provide sufficicnt time and monoy to hire persons to
takc care of such detalls after the officilal closing.

The day following my arrival I went to Shoshonc from whoncc the rosi-
dents werc loaving on the trains. On that day therc worc somc 80 per-
sons leaving, mostly for Scattle and Portland and a fow were hoaded
East., There werc no A.P. at the station and the pecople werec lceft to
shift for themselves, as far as the WRA was concern:d. I had a job
immediately, interpreting for a number of the old mon and women lincd
up to get their tickets and lator to got thoir baggage checked. That
day and on subscquent days when I wont to tho station, particularly
when there wore large numbors leaving, I found that thoere were always
matters arisl ng that required tho serviccs of somconc that could inter-
prct for the pcople. There were also situations and problems cropping
up that required that a WRA official bec prescnt. It was only aftoer
talking to the Welfarc Scetion supervisor and pointing out to her the
need for somc WRA official capablc of answering questions and able to
decide mattors that she finally decided to sond someconc to the station
oevery day. She was actually overruling the decision of tho acting proj-
¢ct director not to scnd anyonc. He had claimed that WRA officials
could do very little and would only stand around and be usclcss.

There was an intcresting casc of a family that was waiting for the
train to take them to Sacramcnto. This family had gotton Pullman ac-
commodations from Ogden to Sacramento. Howecver, the voucher with which
hc was to buy his tickects called for a routing from Shoshonc to Wells,
Nevada, at which point they were to board the Pullman lcaving 0Ogdcn.,
This would have mcant that he and his family would not bc ablc to board
the Pullman until carly in the morning, but if they had been routed
through Ogden they could board the Pullman therc at midnight and thoey
would have a good night's sloep. Why tho projcet had made his tickcets
via Wells was a mystery becausc numbers of othors going to Sacramcnto
had been routcd through Ogden, When the man approached me he told me
that the ticket agont was holdinz the ticket and that thore was o big
"mistakc" about which the agent had to call tho projcct. All the above
cxplanation that I lcarncd later was lost on him becausc he did not
understand English. The ticket agent had askod him to wait whilo hec
took care of the West-bound passengers first, since their train was
leaving carlier, beforc he callcd the projcct. The cgent took care of
the other passcngors and then callod the project and suggested and got
approval to change the tickets to rcad via Ogden.

When I explaincd all this to tho family they were so appreciative that
thev almost cricd. This was certainly unexpcected consideration-- so
difforont from camp., "There arc somc nico '"Hakujins' arcen't there?"
the old man exclaimed and then turncd to the station agent and bowed
and thanked him in broken English,

There was anothor casc of a family of throo going to Chicago. There
was a middle-aged man and his wifc and an a:cd mother, Vouchers had
been issued for thoem calling for two intermediatc tickots and a lower
berth, but only a coach ticket for tho man, This moant that the family
would be scparated becausc the Pullman and coach scctions were in two
differcnt trains. They were unwilling to bo scparated. It would have
been a simple matter in normal times for the man to have paid the dif-
fercnce and gotten another intcrmediate ticket and a Pullmen spnco, but
in thesec days the oxtra Pullman space is well nigh impossiblc at the
last moment. Although I filnally porsuaded them to spoend an oxtra five
dollars, get an intcrmediate ticket and take a chancec on Pullman spacc-
thoy did finally board the Pullman section--I could not help but fecl
that whocover was rosponsible for making rescrvations at the projecct was
not worrying at all about family ties. That pcrson could very casily
have suggested at the time that the man could pay the little extra and
get the additional space and then have made the r eservation for him nt
the same time. It is a two-day ridc to Chicago from Shoshonc and it was
almost neceessary for the aged mother to have a berth.

1 have alrcady cited thc cases of the ton familics that had three~day
notices served and werce forced to lcocave six days carlicr than thc date
that had alrcady been approved for them by thc reclocation division, I
do not believe that it was the intont of that portion of Administrative
Order 289 pcrmitting changes in departurc dates that datcs be stepped up.
It was rather to permit later departurcs, as I understand. The notoriou.
three-day notice casc is that of an old man, T. Nokawotasc. TELs man

is 74 ycars old. Although the departure date had becn set for

September 22, 1945, his old-agc pension acceptance had not come through
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and with approval of thce relocatlion division his decparturc was resct

for October 16, On October 10, however, at the request of the Welfare
Section a three-day notice was served on him to be out of the Center by
the 12th, It was later explained by the project attorney that the date
set was less than three days from the time of the notice because his
old-age penslon acceptance had come through, and anyway he was on a list
to leave a month previous. (It should be said that the project attorney
is essentially a fair person and was acting on orders.) On the 12th

an Internal Security man and the project attorney went to the barrack

of the old man and picked him up, dressed as he was in dirty jeans and
other old clothes. Ifinus baggage or any of his personal belongings he
was taken to Shoshone and put out onto the station platform. The men
who brought him tried to hand him an envelope containing his ticket to
Seattle, $37:00 in cash, representing his grant and some other monics
owed him, his ration book and travel permit. He refused to take the
envelope 8o it was slipped under his arm, He let it fall to tho ground
but the men left him, A Caucasian friend tried to rcason with Nakawatas:
that since he was at the station he might as well go on to Secattlo--

the f riend would seec that his Taggage was forwarded on to himi This the
man refused. The men who bpought him wore sought out=~they were at a
restaurant--and the envelope handed hoack to thom with the plea that they
do something ahout taking him back to ecamp, Otherwisc he would be
stranded in Shoshonc many miles from Minidoka, Somcthing was donec all
right. The mon called on the Shoshone sheriff and had him put the man
on the train when it pulled in. After seating thc old man in onc of

the coaches the sheriff 1laid the envelope on his lap and turned to the
conductor and said, "Sce that this man gets to Seattle," The conductor
sald that he could not be rosponsible for the man ond that if he should
want to get off at the next or any intermediate station he could not bhe
prevented from doing so. Nakawatase was still on the train when it
pulled out,

The closing of the Wuildings housing the laundry, bath and toilet fa-
cilitics brought bitterness and resentment but in addition created ad-
ditional hardship for the old and infirm and families with small chil-
dren, particularly with habies, While I was there on the night of the
16th the firc cirun began screeching. The fire was in the "laundry"
bullding of Wlock 42. It had started in the boiler room. The story

that I got from residents milling about the fire as it was being put

out was that just that morning the building had been locked up by "two
men from the 'hill'." Had therc been a fire in the boiler? A man who
had becn voluntcering for some timc to kecep the boiler going told me
that he had built a good fire in theo boiler that morning becausc quite

a number of folk were lcaving the noxt day and they wanted to get their
last washing done. Womcn were at their wash when the men came to closo
thc building. They had plcaded with the mon to wait at lcast until they
had finishod with their wash., They were told to leave and the men turnc:
off thc water, nailed shut the winde s and the doors worc padlocked., I
askcd thc volunteer boiler man if the men had put out the fire in the
boiler beforc shutting off the water. No, the fire was still going
strong in thce boiler, he claimed, BEvon to a casual observer it was cvi-
dent that the firc had started in the boiler room, The fire chicf's
report verifics this obscrvation. All this, too, was part of and thec
results of "thc program,"

In block 1 was a family of scven, two of the five small children still
in diapcrs. The young mother was kept busy washing daily. They were
lcaving on the 21st, along with throe other familics in the samo bl ocks
On the 18th, just thrcc days prior to their decparturc and only five days
prior to thc closing of the Center, thelr bath and laundry building was
locked up. Truc cnough, they could go to block 4, not too far away, but
onc can't put babies under the showor, so 2ll the water for their baths
had to be carricd from two block's away, When I went to sce the family
the young mother was busy putting thc bzblcs to slcop amid all the con-
fusion of packing and said with tears in her cyes, "Why couldn't they
walt just threc morc days,"

Protests had bcen made and werc being made during the time that I was
there, but to no avail, It was always cxplaincd that the minimum of
scrvices was being rendercd, and so thcy wore, at a minimum, True
cnough, many of the remaining residents had beon reealcitrant but that
docs not call for retaliation, It cortainly scemed ovident that somoc of
the A.P. were after their "pound of flosh," With so f ow remaining and
fower still who worc articulate, thc protecsts were fecble. The admini-
stration remained adamant,

I hopc and trust that other conters not yct closed have not rcsorted to
similar policics and mcthods, If, however, therec 1s a tendency in thic
dircction I trust that this report will scrve as a dotorrant., T am
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cortain that thc official Minidoke Projecct Closing Report willl contaln
1ittle, if any, of tho material that I have included. Therc arc much
morc "plecasant" things to rcport. 1In torms of dollars and conts the
monoagoment was cfficient. 'The majority of residents, outwardly ot
lcast, had cooperated very well, The departurc schedules wero well-
andhored to and so the graph s howing the curve of departurcs will prob-
ably be a beautiful str~ight line, Minimum "sorvices"™ werce being -
tained. Welfare cascs for the most part worc taken carc of. Economy
moasures werc taken--fuel, clectricity, food and manpower were cConscrvo
Requests for transportation had not brokon down scriously. And to top
it all, the Conter was closcd cight days ahcad of tho "doadlino." (It
probably was a coincidcnce that tho phcasant hunting scason in that
part of Idaho opcned the same day that thoe Contor officially closed on
the 23rd. Ironically, somec of thec A.P, werc cleaning thelr shotguns

on tho 22nd as they discussed plans for a "manhunt" for which volunteer;
from among the staff werc being asked to scarch cvory barrack for any
stray residents that might have beon missed.) In terms of "the program'
the closing of the Minidoka projoct was "officiently" donoe, but in term
of human values it was a dismal failurc,

ADDENDA

This rcport would be incomplcte without a word about the conditions to
which the rosidents are roturning. It was fortunatc for most of the
remaining Minidolza residents that thoy were returning to thc State of
Washington where the Welfare Department is unusually coopcrative.
Practically all of the definitcly welfarc cascs had bgen taken carc of
and their residonce cligibility cstablished. Part of this was also duc
to thec fact that thc onc section of the Minidoka Projcet that almost
"doficd" thoe administration in their offorts te hclp the people was tho
Welfare Section. Coopsration from the District WRA offices in Scattlo,
Tacoma and Portland was falr. A3 much cannot be said of the Sacramcnto
District officc into which arca a sizable number of Minidokans wers
returning. (This was the officc that had been glving the Granada VIRA

a few headachos while T was therc. Part of this non-coopcration 1is
probably duc to the difficultlics in dealing with the Sacramento County
agencles.)

The tomporary accommodations in which the residents arc being housed
arc not desirable and arc terribly crowded. Pormancnt housing is stil]
d big question mark. Most of thc hostels provide 1ittlle privacy and
the facilities are inadequatc. TUpon rows upon I'OWs of Jcots in dormito:
fashion with very little room for passagcways, sloccp mjn, women and
children. Houscs and apartments of returncd cvacuccs 4re overcrowded
with incoming frisnds and relatives. The fortunatc onés orc those thai
have becn able to get into thc better types of Federalihousing. Letter
from thosc that have rcturnced to the West Coast citc cgnditions somctlr
unbeliocvablc. One letter from Sacramcnto tolls of n féw evacuecs havir
slept in the railroad stations, in the parks ond under culverts and
bridges. Another lctter from a man who had gonc to Los Angcles and is
now at the Lomita Air Strip camp states that the camp 1s not quite asg
good as were most of the Asscmbly Conters. He is living in a 12x19
room for which he and his wifc pay $15.00 per month, 'Furnishings con-
sist of two cots. (Period.) A tablc and chairs have been promised,
They pay per person 20 cents for breakfast and 30 conts for lunch and
dinner. ERach family had put in an initial five dollars so that nceded
additional equipment and staple foods could be purchased to start off
the messhall operations, No cooking is allowed in the barracks so

that as beforc the familics will not have any scmblancc of home life,
It is intercsting to notc that somec of the pcople having gotten uscd
to living in close proximity arc putting up with thoso inconvenlenccs
and many arc loath to live apart in morfc¢ desirablc houses that may
become availablc.

Employrient is becoming morc difficult and cven at best most of the jobu
available to roturning ovacuces are in the scrvice types of work. In
California thc former gardenors arc much in demand and former domestic:
arc cagerly awalted. Those that are willing to takc work of this
sort, washing dishes, doing janitor work, butlering and other domestic
jobs, are finding cmploymcnt, Former farm laborers arc in demand but
every cffort is made to kecp out the owner or tenant farmer.  In Scatt
the "produce avenuc" situation is bad. Employment in produce houscs i
impossible and the few returned farmers that have produce to goll are
being boycotted and cannot deliver their own vegetables to market. Th
have had to resort to markecting cither through friendly Caucaslans or
shipping their produce to other markets.

Nisci returning to the West Coast arc finding it most difficult, While
Nisci in the East and Middlo Wost are acccpted and are working at jobs




.

that more nearly use the slLills and training learned in schools, the
Nisei on the West Coast are confined to dishwashing or janitoring for
the most part. Younger Nisei are finding adjustments difficult as they
return to Coast schools. They are often made to feel out of place,

they are left out of recreational partieipation and in many schools

the officials as well as the teachers are brusque and unsympathetic.
Mozt of the Nisel are, therefore, undergoing terrific ad justment prob-
lems. The following excerpts from a letter scirt Octaber 19 from a 7
year old boy who recturned to Seattle probably sum up very well the Nisei
reaction to the West Coast:

"Who were at the train? Not a WRA person around as far as I
could tell. No citizens groups. No church groups, but Rev.
Andrews with his car; he took most of the people to their homes.
Lots ol pcrsonal friends at the station.

Whore did the people go? Well, most of the large families went
to the Jap-school (the former Japancse language school building)
others to their church hostels.

Conditions at the hostels - my hostel conditions are all shot,
no hot water, all the familiecs cook on one stove. Other hostels
arc said to have hot water and other conditions T haven't seen.
Well, looks all shot anyway.,

Where are other porsons of Japanesec ancestry living? At other
people's homes or nt hostels,

Jobs? Boys out of schools--dishwashers mostly nnd other 1likec
jobs.

Recreation? ©No recreation or places to go and have socials.

Treatment? OK so far, but some of the small kids around 6, ¥
years of' age they have had some bad expericneccs,"

Although there were and still cre quite a number of younger Nisei remain-
ing in the centers that are compelled to accompany their parents back

to the West Coast and into conditions as I have deseribed above, the
most pathetic cascs arc thosec Nisei who have found good jobs in the East
or Middle West and are now being called back by their parents to return
with them to California, Orcgon or Washington. Somc such Nisei are
enthusiastic about going back to "Sunny California" but Invariably find
conditions back therec that cannot be compsnsated for by all the sunshino
in the world. Somc of the more independent Nisei who have thus sone
back have roturncd again to the more tolerant atmospherce of the East and
fiddle West,

More recently there is a noticeable trend in Rohwer, Tulclake and Poston
for romaining rcsidents to consider opportunitics in other parts of the
country other than California. This is not nccessarily a loss of nos-
talgia for California, but a rcnlization that "impossible" conditions
thore arec no idlec rumors. Enough letters have comc from rccent re-
scttlors to the coamps t clling about thc critical housing and ocmploymcnt
situations to turn the tide. It is a hopecful t rend.

The implications of ull thesc mal-adjustments and problems to all of us
who a re working on rcsettloment of Japancsc Amcricans should not be lost.
It is truc that in torms of numbers this minority group is a small part
ef tho total of ol minoritios. Howecver, beecaussc of the acute disloen-
tions and becausce this is possibly the first timc in United Statcs hig-
tory that onc wholc sect of Ppeople has becn subjocted to mass uprooting,
invelving fundamental principles of citizenship and human rights, the
problcm rcquires speceial considecration. Basic principles involved have
been sharpcned in the public mind bccause of the vast intcrost arouscd
by the pross. Everyonc who belicves in cqual rights for all without
regard to race, crccd or color will recognize that this is an opportunity
not to bc missed, Whilc the issucs arc pointed, whilc thc public intor-
¢st 1s arouscd wec should work toward gaining another round in our fight
for human rights for all pecoplos

Sincercly yours

JOBU Y ASUMURA
Departmeont of Citics
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