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Feb. 6# 1983
Dear fi oyo i

> y very belated thanks for your lovely card & 
note at time. Horn nice that ¿mi was able to
join you for the holidaysi

I meant to writerauch earlier to tell you that 
thanks to your efforts» I received g very nice invita­
tion from Yvonne Ton« to speak to the I M  Council on 
May ?th. as had a long telephone conversation in Dec­
ember and I believe sh©*s working out details before 
contacting me again*

Since then» however# I#ve had low-energy problems 
(which recur ever since I had mononucleosis many years 
ago) and I may not be able to do as much as I*d hoped 
to during my stay. At any rate» I*m working hard now 
trying to get healthy before May. I#m looking forward 
to seeing you thenl Greetings to ¿¿mi when you write*

All the best#

Yoshlko Uchida
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May 29. 1983

My dear Toyoa
Your wonderful letters arrived yesterday and I want to 

write immediately to thank you, not only for the gracious 
letter to Neal Porter - which I know he will appreciate and which 
will carry much more weight than my own report of the warm 
reception I received - hut also for your many kind and generous 
words to me.

Anytime I feel down, 1*11 just get out your wonderful 
letter and read it to make my spirits soar again. You have 
such a fine way with words, Toyo. You should he a writer tool 
I certainly appreciate all your warm thoughts.

I must explain to you why I thought Atheneum might he 
a little disappointed about the hook sales. Apparently, the 
bookstore which did 1;he ordering had rio previous experience 
with a conference-related hook sale. They consulted me about 
the number of copies of my adult book, DESSERT EXILE, to order 
and I suggested 50 - which as you know were sold out, much to 
my delight, - hut the^ only ordered 12 copies each of A JAR 
OF DREAMS and the hardcover of ^OURNEjY HOMEl I was shocked 
when I learned this after the Sat. meeting, as I had assumed 
thev would order about 50 each of those books too. No wonder we ran 
outi /THE MAGIC LISTENlNE~CA$~wa^al^o~^,lrom~another publisher.

' , The concerlTTTiadrTbr Atheneum of the A
sales that day were for DESERT EXILE, which was published not )
by them, but by the University of Washington Press. Of course/ 
the paperback JOURNEY HOME sold well and I took to Hilowj^r 
was left over, as the books for Hilo never arrived in/iine.
(That was another diappointment for Atheneum.)

As far as I was concerned, I was just delighted with 
the wonderful response to my books and so grateful to all of
you who worked so hard that day to arrange everything so 
beautifully. Yvonne did such a marvelous job of publicity and 
I reported all this to Atheneum. I think the major problem 
re the books was that the bookstores that did the ordering in 
both H6no. and Hilo, didn#t work through Neal Porter's office 
bo I had requested, but thru* their own commercial channels.
Next time, we'll know betterl Also I had books from 3 different pub­
lishers, altho' only Atheneum paid my expenses.

Anyway, I know Atheneum will be pleased with the wonder­
ful response I received from all of you in Honolulu. I sent 
them a glowing report and I know there will be future repercussions 
from my visit, so I hope they wenelpffleasFdtrip was worthwhile.
It certainly was for me, personally! It was even worth getting 
sick in Hilo since I had such a marvelous time in Honolulu. 
Unfortunately, I had to cancel everything in Hilo, so they never 
were able to take me sightseeing. The only thing I managed there 
was a lovely dinner with the IRA Board members the night I got 
there. And I met Chuck and Hats Kamimura who were simply wonderful 
to me. Do you know them?

I discovered to my chagrin when I picked up my photos 
that you aren't in any of theml I was sure I had you in the group 
that Sat., but you were busy working behind the scenes, 1 guess*



1685 Solano Ave,, #102 
Berkeley, Ca. 9^707 
May 28, 1983

Association of Library Service 
to Children

American Library Association
\  /  *

Dear Friends*
r • ,. r; \ . /  • ■ 1 W y MI am happy to send you this letter for use in 

your booth at the upcoming ALA meeting.1 /  V
Growing up as a Japanese Americjm ohild- in 

California was not always pleasant/1̂  Like the 
child in my/book, A JAR OF DREAMS, 1 often felt 
alienated and rejected./ \

There was one place T oquI d rc\jjjinwpvpr / where 
I always felt welcome and secure^and tl̂ eit was our 
public library in South Berkeley, I remember spend­
ing many hours there always carrijjiĉ  home three 
or four books when I left.

/  V
That small branch library, and its librai^ans, 

gave me sustenance and solace, and played no small 
part in developing my interest in writing.^ I be^an 
writing when I was ten years old and am still writhing 
todayl \

Sincerely,

Yoshiko Uchida


