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Those who had received furniture complained because they
had not received drecsers, which are the most needed pieces of
furniture. They were told that only a few of them had arrived,
and that they were for the larger apartments. We had anticipéted
Such an answer and had counted the dressers in the warehouce.
There were fiftyof them.

The people who hadn't received any furniture registered
their laments. Gradually some of the teachers received their
allotéed furniture. One of the exceptions was an elderly lady,
who hac done remarkably well in dwelling here among such incon-
veniences. ©She issued an ultimatum to Harknescs: "Either I get
more furniture now or I am going to quit.”

Harkness virtually turned inside cut to persuade her to
remain. The same day she received her furniture. She expressed
to Hanny the feeling that only an ultimatum could stir those
people out of their lethargy.

Koso belongs to the study group formed by Miss Topping.
This group meets each Saturday evening under her leaderchip
for the purpose of studying various phases of the cooperative

movement in the exst and the west,

The group includes about 25 individual, most of them are

There are a few Nisei--Koso places the figure at 6 or 7.
predominate in the study group.
Early in the life of the study group Miss Topping was

to render her pacifism in pianisimo. She still emphasizes
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the pacific nature of the cooperative movement but is somewhat
less vociferous in her pacifism.
The current topiec for discussion by the zroup is the ko or

early form ofJapanese Credit Union. Six Or ceven members of the

study sroup have expressed their desire to organize a qgredit union.
¥ p a1

Don Elberson told Hoso to let him know 4& soon as the zroup
reached 15,
I asked Koso whether the group was cuspicicus of IMiss Topping
& keto.
"0h no! Only a minority of the Issei are really suspiciow
of the Caucasianc as a whole.™ MNiss Topping has, he says, the

respect of the group. The members are feriausly interested in

the cooperative movement and accept Mies Topping's leadership.
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The Committee for Cultural aissimulation was originally formed
for the purpose of bringing "the Bast and West together through
cultural synthesis." Mr. Ramey =nd Miss Topping were instrumental
in organizing the committee and giving direction to its activities.

Those recponsible for the creation of the group wished to
make its mein purpose the reducing of conflicts between the Issei
and Nisei throush introducing certain +specte of Japanese Culture
to the Nisei in Project schools.

"What are the phace:s of Japanece Culture you wish to intro-

to the youns people?" I asked Mr. Ramey.

"Well, such things as family solidurity might be emphasized.n

"Isn't the colidarity of the fumily one oI the things which
meny Issei are deeply concerned about? In many instances the
gelidarity ol family sroups reprecents a bleck to wssimulation
of american Culture. The Japanese family pattern contributes
to the perpetuation of Japanese cultural patterns in america.

The Japanese concept of ramily telidarity oiten gives resistance
to the absorption of Nisei into .mericzn Culture. The

might not understand nor look with favor upon your emphasize of
the value in family colidarity, for many sharp Issei-Illisei
conflicte stem from ite implication:. One Nisei with whom I
talked (FSM) felt that introducing Japanese culture to a second
generation which already ic torn between two cultures mizht
cerve more to confuse than enlighten.m

"Well, one thing we could peint out is thae way in which

various Japanecse leaders have been in harmony with democratie

ideas and of whom the INisei can be proud."”
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"iWhat leaders would you choose?"

"There's Kagawa.”

"Who else.”

"There must be others.”

"Who, outcide of Miks Topping, is well enough versed in
Japanese history and culture to make such & selection? From

where woulé the information and these leaders come? Who knows

enough of Bastern Culture to introduce it to the Hisei without

making themselves ridiculous in the eyes of the Issei? I don
know how valié these criticisms are, but at least the diffi-
culties in such a program tshould be examined.”
within the committee itself KMildred Blass tcok the same
line of reaconing. Hiss Blass (Mrs. Hoffman) had been chosen
deliberately for the committee as a counterbalance tc Miss
Topping. Mildred ic an extremely practical younsg woman with
little o1 the tendency prevailing among the more religious
elements to over simplify anc to disregard difficulties by
reciting platitudes of brotherly love and making frequent
references to "the impulee for scosmic thinking among Nisei.™
"Migs Topping doubtlessly hat the necessary background
to introduce & prozram of Oriental Culture. Frankly, I
don't and neither 4o most of the others.®
At thic period Miss Topping was unéer iire from the
iinistration, and che had already bvegen her retrenchment.
felt that the part she played in the Community must be

concipicuous or she would have to leave. Harkness had
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spoken to her on the content of same classroom Giscussion:
had led. Much of Miss Topping early zeal for orzan
tion ac ehe thinks it chould be organized has given way to some-
thing of a passion for anonimity.” For this reason Miss Topping
dié not appose the alteration of the purpose of the zroup,

The main purpose now pursued by the committee is to aid the

teachers in ascquiring underctanding of Japancese Chlture. This,

they feel, is in harmony with the latest memorandum from Mr. Embree.

There are to be a series of meetings csponscred by the Committee,
which will bring verious aspects of Japonese Culture to the
Caucasiance with the zid of evacuees qualified to represent these
various cultural phases to us.

The firct meeting, according to mimecgraphed announcements,
wae to be on the subject ol the haiku, by Ken Yasuda, a noted
authority on that form ol Japanese vertce. The lecture on the
haiku was prepared anc the prosgram was dedicated to "an inter-
pretation of a selection of the Harvest Festival offérings.”

Hinomiya bOnﬁcku, "the fobert Owen of Japan™ wue represented
by an Issei gentleman clothed in }aga and patches., He carried
a bundle of stickes on hig buck ané held a book in his hanug!
reading it as he trudged along. There was evident pride in this
man's bearing, as Miss Topping explained the ;igniiicgnce ol
Hinomiya Sontoku. He came from the same area in Japan as Ninomiya
Sontoku. Iinomiya Sontoku reprecents "the spirit of mutual aid,
racial solidarity, and neishborly helpfulness.” Ninomiya Sontoku
established in the slums of Kobe & medical cooperative which

grew great proportions.
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Following the representation of Ninomiya Sontoku several
highly ccnventionalize Japanese dances were given. The dancer
is a Kibel who spent years in Japan studying the dance.

The third part of the program consisted in exXplaining
original genryu, which were composed here in Tulelake and pre-
cented by costumed persons in the procecsion of Poeme in the
Harvest Festival. The senryu concerned in life on the Pro ject.
The verses were first read in Japanece by Ken Yacuda, then the
Enzliih translation wac reud by Miss Dawnes and a corresponding

English proverb or epigram was given. The costume figures were

interpreted then in the light of the translations and English par-

allels.

The audience clapped twice for each individual, once when
he finiched hig act and then azain when he stepped Irom the
stage and bowed.

lr. Uenc, Chairmen oif the Bommittee on Senyru Poems, pre-
sented a verse under his pen name, "Dontsuku.”

KEIXO GCTO HaHA NI MO DEKIRU SHUYO SHO
Which was tranclated as:
Even Granny can learn something in this Relocation
Center.
The second:
aSU NO HIE IKIRU ASE NARI KO Wi FUTORI
Whieh was translated as:
The children will zet fat instead of thin when they

work hard enoush for percspiration.
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The third:

SHUKAKO SAI HANASAKA JIJII MO INAI NI KI
Which was translated thus:

Even the "old-man-who-made-the-Ilowers-bloom=-
on-the cherry tree in winter comes to the
Harvest Festival,

"This story cf Hanasaka JiJii is being taught in Thiré grade
in California was taught last year by Kiss Watson. It is an uni-
versal theme oif the zood, kind and honest old man and hisc Dbad
neighbor, of tﬁe rewaré of goodness. The good 0ld man has a dog

of which ne isg wery Iondl One day the dog brings him to & ger-

tain spot andé by vigorous digging with his paws, indicates that
R =

the ¢ld man should dig also. Fhis he does and discovers a
treasure. The 0ld villain hears of this discovery, gets envious,
borrows the dog, foreces it by cruel treatment to indicate some
place for him to dig, finds nothing but grief in the hole,~- gets

angry, kille the dog. The good ¢ld man cremates the dog, (the
proper treatment to show respect to the dead) , grieves Ior hais
lost companion, and one day takes the athes out and sprinkles
them on a bare cherry tree. a feudal loré& happens to be passing
by at the rizht mcment to see the tree burst into bloom, and
praises the zood ¢ld man - the implication being c¢f the eternal

miracle ol goodness and how it rises victorious over every

tragig circumstances.”
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The fourth senryu:

SUEUYU NO MI NI MACHIDCOI GEKKYU BI

The senryu was translated in the following words:

Pay day seems long in coming to a4 person with o small
a salary.
fifth senryu was written as a Labor Day poem.

EIKWAN WA TSUCHEI TC ASE KARA DETa KURUMA

The fruit of honest toil, and dirt and sweat, is a
crown of honor.

The eixth senryu was written about a month ago of the occasien
when the evacuees were first permitted to go up the mountains on
hikes.

YaMa NOBCRI ICHI Mall GO SEN NINNCKI GA HARERU
Tranclated as:

Hiking (or mountain climbing) gives joy to fifteen
thousand people!

The last senryu:

HATA4 MCCHI MO OYAKOKC NO HITOTSU NARI

This verce wuas translated in the following words:
Bven carrying this (american) flag is one of the
ways to be truly loyal to one's Japanese parents.

Miss Downes commented, "Durins the first World War a

Japanese boy put it eimply and clearly: ™"The duty of a Japa-

nese boy is to right and die for his country. America, is my

country. Therefpore, my duty to fight and die for america!!
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The meaning of this senryu is that patriotism to .merica ic also

one's duty to one's parents. This is the Isseil 1athers' final
word to the Illisei.”

The program was deeply appreciated by those who attended.
There were over sixty present; all but a few of them were teachas.

The administration was hardly reprecented.
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REPORT OF THE CCMMITTEE ON CULTURAL aSSIMILATION

The first meeting of the Committee on Cultural Assimilation
was called to order by Mr. Ramey, Chairmaun, at 3:20 p.m. on Tues-
day, October 21, 1942. Miss Blass was appointed cecretary of
the committee.

The purpoce of the committee was set forth by the chairman
followed by a general discussion by members of the group.

The following are the recommendations of the Committee-

l. It is éesirable that people have a positive idea
of the value of their own cultural background.
In the discussion of the problem of the inelusion
of Orientsal Culture in the curriculum, it was de-
cided that the situation must be handled with
delicacy. This may nct be the time to put strees on
the culture backgrounds. The Nicei are thrown
into & Japanese background for the first time, ifor
some ol them, and are afraid ol the future reper-
cussions as a result ol learning the Japanese
background. Nicei feel their culture is American.
alsc the Issei would object to such teaching unless
it was authoritative.

We shceuld not create a problem and zn issue where
none exists. The situation is equivalent to any
other in which studente come from various foreign
cultural Backgrounds. There are certain courses

in which students can contribute Iirom their fundéd of
personal experiences and culture heritage, i.e. arts,
coclal sciences, literature, and home arts. This
centribution ccmes naturally Irom the student as his
reaction due to his background. Teachers must be
educated in order to avoid making an issue of it.

It must have & logical and smooth place in the studies.
Students muct be taught that there is a place in
american life for their Oriental culture. background,
and must not feel inferior because they are of Japa-
nece stock.

The feollowing were suggested as ways in which the
curriculum may contribute to cultural assimilation.

SOCIAL STUDIES, JUNIOR AND SENICR PRCBLEMS: assimi-
lation, Minority problems, Race, Prejudice,
Immigration should be discussed.

HISTORY: Will use Orient naturally as it appears.

It would be Just as dangerous to concen-
trate on it as to ignore it.
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ENGLISH IX and X: Masterpiecezs of different times
and countries.

FCODS: Forelign dishes including COriental along
with American in the curriculum.

HOME MAKING XII: Should include the beautiful and
fine in Japanese culture and homes.

2RBT: OStudy of Oriental Art in classes and homes.

PHEYS. ED: Judo, Jiu Jitsu, Sumo could be taught.

ELTRAYURRICULAR: Clubs: Needlework, Flower
arrangement, Gardening, etc.

a4 series of cultural evenings which will help to educate
&ll of us in Eastern Cultural Backgrounds will be
inaugurated.

Thece evenings will take place on the first and third
Thursdays of every month in the Musiec Building 7111.

They will be open to the entire teaching staff and
anybody else desirous of attending.

Cclonist and Caucasian specialists in fferent sub-

ai
Jects of interest will be invited as guest speakers.

The following divicions were created to sponsor and

orzanize programs :

>0CIAL SCIENCE (History, Economics, Geography,
Political Science, etc.) Mr. Ramey apd
liiss Topping..

fINE ARTS (Music and agt) Miss Lum and Miss Morinasga

SOCXAL »RTIS (Flower arrangements, Rock Gardens,
Manners, Customs «nd Rites, Home Living)
fiss Blass and Mr. Yasaki

LITERATURE (Poetry, Legends, Fables, Prose) Krs.
Greenwood, Mr. Momoi, and the Breeces

Bach committee will sponsor a program consecutively.
‘he first, November 5, will be organized by the
Social arts. UlNovember 19th evening will be orzanized
by the Literature committee.

lr. Harryllayeda has volunteered the facilities of
the Recreation Department to assist in planning
programse in fine arts and social arts.

» mimeographed book on the lectures and discussions
(taken by advanced cthorthand students) of these
evenings would be a valuable outcome of the series.

It was suggested that teachers keep & bibliography
of material along this line on & x 5 cards.

Miss Lum was appointed librarian to keep a ccpy of
the bibliography.
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Respectfully submitted,

Mr. Ramey, Chairman
Miss Lum

Mre. Greenwcod

Miss Topping

Miss Blass

ir. Momoi

Mr. Yasaki
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Teacher group.
Monday evening a sroup of tewchers met at the apartment of
lr. and lire. Breece. There were eleven teacherc present, most
of whom are in the older aze Sroups. Thia Was the third gathering
of the group which held its first meeting--a Quaker Quiet--at
Ramey's house. as Ramey explained to me before the neeting, the
greup has undergone come sort of metamorphosis. The emphasis
upon religion ané the religious upproach have been modified.
Yet the memberchip is largely composzed of relatively religious
individuaels. Mest of the misstionary-teachers attended the meeting.
The meetinge have changed in form mcre than in c;ntent.
Instead of a2 Quaker Quiet and the leadership of Miss Topping in
the religious-cociul discucsion that followed in the iirst meet-
ing, the chairman aske members of the colony to meet informally
with the grecup in a round-table discussion. The purpoce of this
procedure is according to the Chairman, lr. Ramey, to acquaint

the Caucasians with the problems and sccicl conditions of the camp.

ab the second meeting the Christian Ministers Kurcda and

Tanabe were present. Characteristically the group acked three
Buddhists tc tpeak at the next meeting. The Buddhist priest,
whom was invited, didn't accept the invitation. Two young
Buddhist leaders Shibats and Noburo Honda attended.

The Young Buddhists didn't know where tc begin, so the
teachers began their questions. To Noburo Honda fell the burden
of most the answers.

"How many young people are there in the Young Buddhist

associationo"
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"I can't say because tabulations of religious affiliations
hasn't been made. I would estimate that between two and three
thousand belong to the Y.B.4A."

"Is the Y.B.A. a young orzanization?”

. "No, it goes back many years. There have important changes
in the Y.B.A. since we have arrived in camp. In other camps
eimilar developments have taken place cimultaneously. When we
came tc¢ this camp we calleé the Buddhist reverends together and
explained what we wanted to do. We wanted to drop the outmoded

ceremonies of the religion whieh had lost their significance ;

that is, those which had became of no significance to us as im-

erican citizens.

"Buddhism changed when it was introduced from India into
China. It changed when it was introduced into Japan from China.
It should change upon its introduction into america. I don't
mean that the teaching of the religion should be changed,--those
remain the came,--but the forms of religious observance thould be
made to fit american life. We Buddhists are americanc and our
religion thould be in harmony with american environment. We
made the reverends understand what we want."

Nobero Honda emphasized repeatedly the desire of the young
Buddhists to strip the religious practices of the Buddhists of
all the paraphernaliz which seemed out of harmeny with ideas of
american youth. Honda and Shibata were celd blooded about drop=-
ping meaningless observances, and presented their ideas to the
"reverends" in the manner in which one would precent a business

propcsition.
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"What are some of the changes you have made?"

"Well, for example, we have dropped the chants which we ean-
not understand. The chante don't mean anything to us. Instead
we have a leader who reads selections from the Bible (writings of
Buddha.) We want to fit the service to people coming to our meet-

ings. The Iorms of religion aren't important; it's the way men
apply religion in daily life. We have a period of prayer we call
"thought waves." another thing, we have tried to get away Ifrom
Japanese music as our hymns.”

He explained that the hymns they sing recemble Christian
hymns very clocely. OShibata asked if there were anyone in the
nigh school music department who could aid in the organization of
a Young Buddhist choir. Miss Lum who is a music teacher thought
that perhaps it could be arranged although the teachers are
extremely Dusy.

"are there many Yocung Buddhists who are studyinz
ministry?®

"No, unfortunately. Most of those who study for the Buddhict

ministry, though they are born here and graduate from american

College or Junior Colleges, return from their work in Japan much

to Japanized. We would like to start a school for them in the
United States.™
Then fcllowed a discucssion among the teachers of various
Caucasians interested in Buddhism and the Buddhist ministry.
"Can we attend the Young Buddhist meetings?™ one of the
teachers acked, getting the convers&tion back to the main stream

of thought.
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"We want you to! We want yuu tc attend our meetings. Te
want 'to show people that our Buddhist movement it wholly american
and not subversive. Buddhism has nothing to do with Japanese
imperialism!l™

There was & laugh ameng the Caucasians, implying the utter
ridiculousness of those who thcecught to the contrary.

"I wich that we could alwaye s=ay that about Christianity
and Caucacian imperialism,” responded Miss Lum of China.

Mr. Ramey trieé to percuade the two Young Buddhict leaders
of the advisability of forming a Hi Y group. "Though cuch &
group is neminally Christian, Jews and other non-Chritstians ve-
long. It hac the prestige oI a national organization which
fact &ppeals to high school students, and at the cume time it
could provide the basis for Christian and Buddhist Young people
to mingle in comradeship.”

"itlhen we firct began to reorganize the Young Buddhist or-

ganization at *ulelake we attended several Christian gatherings

Honda began.
"We admire the Christians for theilr superjor orzanization.
They are years shead of us in organizing. Shibata and I attended
these Christian zatherings. Although we watched cuarefully
everything that they did, we felt conspicuous."”
. ...Like we were in a stranze country,”™ interrupted Shibata.
"I don't think that the Young Buddhists would be interested
in Jjoining a Christian-dominated organization nor Young Christians

would be interecsted in Jjocining a Buddéhist-dominated organization

even though such domination ic not important nor apparent.”
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"I know of a community in which community singing used to
bring Buddhist and Christians together.”

The conversation turned to conflicts between Budchists and
Christians. Neither Honda nor Shibata felt that they had ever
seen important instances of such conflict, althoughfthey had been
told that conflicts had exicsted in some localities. Honda

remarked that the Marysville community was quite free from such

a5

manifestations. 48 an example, the J.A.C.L. contained both

Christian and Buddhist citizens who were able to work harmoniousl y
together. Their stories differ sharply with Tom's descriptions
of inter-group confliet in the Stockton area.

Shibata related the following example as the only one of
importance which he could recall.

There watc a Buddhist gentleman in Marysville who was a
devout believer in Buddhism. He was sc devout that he contributed
$80,000 to a Buddhist chureh. His son fell in love with a
Christian girl. Her father was a deeply religious Christian.

The problems of who should marry them, religion of the children
were not issues.

Shibata's father acted as baishakunin, and after one year
arranged the marriaze. The cuuple were married by both a Chris-
tien minister and Buddhist priest. They go to one church one
Sundzy ané to another the next Sunday.

Both were apalled at the thought of any Christian-Buddhist

rivalry and animosity.
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On the Iki-Harada iffeair.

The last few days of her stay here, we became acguainted with
Miss abercrombie, a nurse at the base hospital. She quit her position
because of a conflict with Dr. Carson, for whom she nursed a cordial
dislike.

"T came here becaucse T had the jidea I would be contributing to
the national war office. .t the regional office they persuaded me
on this point--they laid it on thick."

It was not long before she came intoc a personal confliet with
Dr. Carcon. It is hard to organize the thinge she said in this
rezard lor the conversation was a piecemeal affair.

"'I hold the whip in my hand.' That the sort of statement
sald a certain person in the hospital. (Later she named Carcson as
the one retponsible for the statement.) Hé's e politician--he's
right up there with the Shirrells', Hayes and that outfit. Hayes is
related to Shirrell, isn't he? anyway the young Carson boy refers
to Shirrell as "Uncle Elmer" which shows how close the Carsons and
Shirrells are.”

ohe felt that both Iki and Harada were 21l right. "I liked
both of them very much. Dr. Harada doecsn't cpeak Ireely to me because
I'm associated also with those whom he feels are against him. I
often visit his father though, he's a kick.

"The way the Harada-Iki affair was conducted is disgusting.
That's typiczl of Carson's maneuvering. The Japanese Zirls told me
that if Harada was sent away and Iki remained there would be serious

trouble on the Project.
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"The ‘worst part of the affair was that Dr. Iki was shown a
letter which was sent to the regiomal office. Dr. Ikl was able to
confront Dr. Harada with the contents of the letter. That surely
burned me. I would remain a part of such hospital nmanagement., T
can't say.much becauce of professional ethiecs but I surely wrote a
letter to the regional office!"

"One day a Japanese person came to me at the desk. The re-

ceptionist was gone and I happened to be there. The person wanted

to see Dr. Carson to whom he had made a request two weeks before.

a 8roup of colonists had raised a fund to get = specialist here to
look over their relatives.

"I mentioned it to Carson. 'It slipped my mind,' he said.”
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October 12, 1942

MISCELLANY

Last night Don Elberson spoke to a group of young people in

block 58. almost all of the young people in the block, fifty of

them, were present. The meeting was an experiment to see if response
to lectures on the cooperatives wae sufficient to work out a similar
progrem with other blocks.

Don spoke to them expressing the following ideasg The
cooperative movement is an accumulation of cooperatively -owned
enterprises. This form of management has the advantage of providing
Communal Control of economic life. He spoke oi political and eco-
nomie democrecy and the threats tc this democracy by the concentra-
tion of the control of commerce and industry. He tried to impress
upon them the need for their interest in the problems that involve
them both here and outside the Project. This need was emphasized
stongly.

He pointed out to them that the cooperative people were
tolerant of races and that the cooperative movement embraced members
of all races and@ nationalities. For that reason he is attempting to
place a number of HNisei and Kibei in the Zast and MiddlesWest where
they'eun work in the cooperatives there. He called upon them to
use this period of their lives as a training period, he asked them
to take a concrete interest in the cooperative movement.

"It's the WRa policy to encourage people to leave the Project
for private employment in other sections of the country. The private
organizations will be interested in you only as long as the labor

shortage lasts. When the war is over they'll say to you, 'Well,
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its been nice knowing you, but ocur relations are at an end." With
a position in the cooperatives it would not be an opportunistic
proposition. You would have a permament pdace in the movement.

"ifter the war you will live in a world where there are many
more cocoperatives than there were in your world before evacuation.
The common person like you and I will have more share in economie
1ife.”

He asked them to have the Iuture in mind and take an active
interest in learning the fundamentals of the cooperative. Don
pointed out that the evacuation should have taught them the need
for the struggle to preserve minority rights in a way which nothing
else could have. "You always knew the negroec were discriminated
againet, but it didn't mear much to you until this injustice was
impoced upon you. Dlon't feel that you're the only minority.
almost everyone belongs to & minority of some part. There are the
Catnoliece, the Jews, religious, nationality minorities and economie
minorities. Union members on strike are a minority. There is a
need for each minority to realize the neceisity of preserving the
rights of other minority groups.™

after his talk he agsked for questions on the cooperative.
Cnly a few acked gquestions, but thoce few were many. The guestion
arose which appears constantly, "Why not distribute the profits
equally to all memberc incstead of according to the amount of purchase,

Otherwize the rich people will get all the money."

Don explained that cooperatives sold at competitive préces

rather than at cost in order to accumulate a reserve. But the money
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the ccocoperative made was not concsidered a profit but an overcharge
on the purchases which had been made. Therefore the mcney was di-
vided into dividends on that basis, This guestion recurs constantly
and obviously ic important in many people's mind. Evidently they
wish the cooperative to become an instrument to contribute to re-
distribution of wealth on an equalitarian basis. Don feels that
unconsciously they're following the Marxian principle "From each
according to his ability, to each according to his need.”

There was a short program after the talk and the questions.
Refreshments were served. In closing the leader asked the group to
form a young peoples organization.

"When we g0 tc block meetings we can't talk. The older

people shut us up, and besides we can't speak Japanese well enough

to express ourcelves. Let's get togzether and form our own group.”

4 subsequent meeting was planned for this purpose.

As we walked home, Don felt that he dcubted the young people &
had absorbed much. I tcld him how the teachers had at first felt
that the ctudents were absorbing notaning. They were surprised at

the amount the students had learned when testing took place.

X 3 2K 0 K K K
Last night we ate dinner at Elberson's along with the Jacoby's.

Jacoby said that Capt. ustrop was onthe Project. He toured the
recreation halls and other empty buildings. It is said that the
army is trying to persuade Shirrell to make room for enough here to
bring the capacity to 16,000. The army is considering sending

-

£ixty thousand Japanecse from Hawaii sto the mainland.
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Von joked about some good white wine that he and Ruth had

had in the Colony. Jacoby was little disturbed, he is & hard per-
son to upset. He wishe& to make the controcl of liquor a community
decire rather than scmething he imposes, because liquor control is
not an army regulation. The wardenc are persuaded of the need

for such control.




Billizmeiers
November 16, 1942

MISCELLANY

¥riday there was a division chiefs meeting. Usually
sterility characterizes such meetings and they are barren of
any interest or importance. So says Don. Important issues
or problems are not usuully discussed, especially when differences
of opinion are manifested.

Last Friday there was a brief flare over the suzgest-
ion that some form of socialized medicine be adopted for the
benefit of the Caucasian staff.

Dr. Carson was gquick to respond, negatively.

*I object to that.™

"I knew you would,”™ Conner answered. "We know what
the american Medical Associution feels about sccialized medi-
cine, but we might feel differently.”

Bhe issue was gquickly showed into the backeground--as is
gupposed to be characteristic of these meetings.

triday a econstant wind blew clouds ci dust through the
camp. Dust came through the spaces around windows and doors
into school roome and dwellinge leaving films c¢f grit every-
where. DHNothing was immune Irom the dust. Faces were streaked;
when one bit his teeth together, he would grind dust between
his teeth.

Morale, that &ll-important psychoelogical force, was at
a low ebb even among those who feel surest of their mission

here.

Bess Kirven expressed the ieseling of depression that

filled her c¢lass room.
"We locked through the windowe at the clouds of dust blow-

ing aoross the vare iields. You should have seen their faces.
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Complete misery, a sort of hopelecsness registered on their
faces.™
geems as though these dust storms rob us of all the

vitality and inferest which we normally possess.

agalin saturday the howling wind blew clouds of dust through
the camp. We felt as though we were ctand blasted. There is
at times, no place you can escape the duct. Bven the beds
feel gritty and smell dusty unless the stoves have belched so
much coal cmoke into the air that even the dust is cecond in
ilmportance. « long list of teachers and adminicstrators expressed

their state of mental depression. It ie ocdd how devustating

it is to morale.

Friday nisht the High School Caucasian teachers held a
party for the evacuee teachers and assistants. about a month
ago I suggested the idea to Jeannette Smoyer who is a remdrkably-
fine orgunizer. She and cothers took the lead in organizing
the party. The response was very ilaverable, ac one would
expect. DBach teacher put in one dollar to deiray the costs
of the celebration. HZHveryone seemed to take a zreat interest
in the party, for the relations between the evacueces and Cau-
caslan teachers in both high schocol and grampmar school are
uniicrmly cordial. There may be a few exceptions, but I have
heard of none.

The night ¢f the party the teachers met in cne barrack
to get acquainted with those whom they didn't know. Getting-
acquainted games were played. after intrcductions had been
made, the teachers, Caucasian and evacuees, revelved among

three barracks. In one, Hanny and I played cur records of
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semi-classical and folk music. In another barrackse an evacuee

couple taught us folk dances, at & third barracks a number of

older Caucasian teachers, dressed in various ccstumes, played

international records. Miss Yarrow, Irom Turkey, was dressed as

a Turkish woman, Mrs. Van Buskirk irom Hawaii was dressed in Japa-
nese clothes which looked rather strange cn her for she's about
six feet tall. Miss Lum Irom China wore a Chinese coctume. Niss
Topping wore a now descrip costume.

The folk dancing involved the largest numbers, cur nusie
the next most, partly because our space was limited.

worked the phonograph , cne Nisei usked, "How do you
3¢t to know about good musie; I know absolutely nothing about it.n

"By listening to it, and by having its meaning explained to
you. DBesides there are books cne can read on symphonie and
cperatic musice music and én fclk musie too."

I expluined to him the records as I played them. He listened
with fuscination; though I have rarely seen anyone who knew less
about music he was eager to learn.

alter « while lunch was served in the perscnnel mess. There
were sandwiches, cocffee, and an apple. For deccert we had cake
and hot tudge sundaes. Everyone seemed pleased with the refresh-
ments--as pleaced as I was.

We filled the perscnnel mess hall. 48 we sat down we tried
consciously to mix the people at each table, for it contributed
to the purpose .of the party.

Sorgs began and we fcound ourselves singing ' in unisen. Rounds

like "Row, Row, Row Your Boat," "efrere Jacgues," "Three Blind Mice"
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were sung Tirst, then we went on to other scngs. Most of them
were american folk tunes but scme of the latest popular songs
were sung like "Praise the Lord, and Pass the ammunition.™

Included was "Ged Bless america.”

Many of the Caucasian teachers have a rare Tacility for

iriendship. They were in best form that night. I have heard
01 no one who wasn't extremely pleased.
® %X X X

The other day I talked to Miss Topping about the Kibei in
the high school. ©She is responsible Tor their English lecsons.
There are over sixty of them now and Miss Topping says she
must work twelve houre a4 day on developing a program for them.

she is tremendcusly interested in the Kibei for they
olten are ecpecially able. "Parents in america often sent
their ablest child to Japan for at least a part of his educa-
tion. Even when the child returned it was done that he

would be better able to synthesize the cultures the Bast

Kogo, who is himself g Kibei, says this isn't necessarily
$0. JSome Kibei have been sent to Japun tc learn Japanese in
order to better communicate with the parents. OSome are sent
in order t¢ make use of the advantage of bilingualism. Some
are sent , partly for the reason they might contribute Bastern
cultural elements to the United States. Others g0 to Japan to
stay there.

He spoke about the Issei thus: Many of the first genera-

are just now getting over the idea this is & prison camp.
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They are beginning to wonder if there is any truth in the
things that have been told them about the evacuaticn. They
wonder if the WRA 1s really ccncerned@ about protecting them
in the days rollowing the close of the war. This will be the

final test of WRA policy--a final test of WRa sincerity. ™ How

the WRa4 will protect us in the recettlement program after the

war--protect us against Congress, the people and discrimination.®

Koso spoke to the Issei in his bloek in these words,
“Most of you will want to stay here in america after the War.
Cnly a few of you will want to return to Japan, you would Ifind
things much diiferent than you imagine Ifor circumstances have
changed since you were there. You have changed too; your diet,
your habite have changed. For example now you eat pork; they
don't in Japan. You can no longer sit Japanese style; you're
too used to chairs.

"Most of you will want to go back tc your homes
United States.”

"Did they agree with you?" I asked.

"almost all of them agreed," Koso answered.

He told ¢of an incident described in the Sacramento Ree.

A llisei soldier was wounded by & Southern farmer when the lat-

ter found out he was of Japanese deegcent.
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KISCELLANY

Last night the Heweli Teachers Association met Ior its

first meeting under the newly adopted Gon&tituiqn. Cnly a few
teachers attended because of the lack of interest in the or-
sanization and because of the inclement weather, mostly the
Tformer.

Several teuchers frankly questioned the usefulness ci the
organization. The Constitution was of little help in clarify-
ing the purpocse of the organization.

It was suzggested that the organization serve such purposes
as the pressuring cf Hayes in crder to speed prcper housing
facilities. It was widely accepted, however, that you can't
pressure any one who doesn't care of the teachers stay or not.

4 committee was formed tc determine the pmrpose oI the
organization. This could only happen among teachers. oome
of them felt that teachers should be crganized even if they were
not sure why.

Jeannette Smoyer was elected precident. Through the
force of her personality the organization will Dbe kept alive
but will change its functione accordingly. ©She feelc, and I
think rightly so, that the organization can serve best by pro-
viding a monthly social gathering of teachers, Caucasian and
gvacuee.

Beéb Kirven and Emily LEight had visitors a week agc, amceng
them was & talented young llezress Ifrcm U.C. oShe ate in the

dining hall with the rest ¢f the people, naturally encugh,
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There were, according to rumcr, several people who cbjected to
the presence of the young lady. For several reusons 1 cannot
pursue the matter.

The teachers very frequently bring their teaching aids

and other evacuee friends to the Caucasian mess. The custom

is becoming increasingly prevalent. There was a rumor among
the personnel that the evacuee waitresses cobjected tc the pre-
gsence of the colonist guests. Peck was responsible for the
rumor. & teacher who wae particularly disturbed asked several
waitresses whether there was any truth in the rumcer.

The wuitresses answered that the dining hall is so crowded
and serving o difficult that it would help them immeasurably
if people would let them know ahead o: time when they were
geing to bring guests. That applied to all guests, Caucasian
and evacuee, and was not, as Peck intimated, directed ugainst
the evacuee guests. There was no feeling cf discrimination
present, which fact greatly relieved those who had heard the

rumor.

-8 R el

I showed Don Elberson the clipping Irom the Chicago Paily

Mail which I have sent to DST. Don groaned at the jcurnalistic
approach--it is, he feels, an example of the leature story
complex. The author, Robett Casey, ignores gll the problems
which we know exist there and palnts & ridiculous.plcture of

sweetnecs and life. I showed the article to May Satc and her

reactions were similar.
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Bnclosed are two memoranda written to Paul Fleming by Don
Elberson. In each memorandum & part was rewritten at the sug-
gestion of Mr. Fleming in order to mitigate the criticisms of

he poliey.

The following lines were token Ifrom the memorandum dated
Hovember & on the subjest of Community Self ¥Fovernment submit-
ted to Mr. Fleming by Don Elberson. The guotation below tokes
the place of that part of paragraph two beginning: ™However,
I feel....." Here is the deleted section.

++ses I Teel that the WRa is primarily responsible

for having placed the Couneil in this position and

that the Council would be in & mueh more enviable

position at the present time were it not that this

issue was unnecessarily forced upon them by the Ad-
ministration.

It ie time we learned a few things about the dis-

tinction between dcocing things for people and allow-
ing them the fullest possible Concultaticon in the
planning of such things. The theatre was not voted
dewn because it wasn't a4 good plan or wasn't of
great benefit tc the general population. It was
voted down because the pecople in general had no
part in making the plans Ior the theatre znd in
determining the type c¢f entertainment to be shewn
at the theatre. This is & subtle distinction but
ene which happens tc be the mest fundamental dis-
tinction of any that can be made at the precent
time on the relaticnships Letween the WRA and the
evacuees.

There was likewise a part deleted from the lionthly Prosress
report of Civie Organization for October submitted tc Mr. Flem-.
ing by Mr. Elberson. The reason for the deletion is the same.

Here is the part omitted at Mr. Fleming's suggestion.

The reason for the deletion probably lies in the fact that Mr.

shirrel sees these memorandunms.
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Whatever difficulties may arise in the function-
ing of the Bloek lanagers organization from now
on, will be primarily attributable to certain
attitudes on the part of certain members of the
administrative cstaff. Since taking over thece
duties, Mr. Ota and others high in the Bloek Mana-
gers' organization have felt a distinet racial

and antipathy on the part of scme of the members
of the administrative staff. This appears to me

& rather bad situation because we are alter all
committed to a pelicy waich visions just such giv-
ing of additional responsiblitiec. Inasmuch as we
are at the precent ‘time in a rather critical per-
lod of giving additional responsibility, I feel
that every eifert possible should be made to bring
about an understanding on the part of the adminis-
trative stuff in this rezard.
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June 15, 1942

Dear lr. Ramey,
I was really glad to hear Irom you, and to hear how things are at
gchool. I really do miss good "ole Unihi™, and wish I were baeck with

the rest of my friends, but I guess it has to be this way Ior a while.

When I said there wasn't much to do except loaf here, I guess

the class would really think this & paradise. I thousht that at

Iirst, but lately it's gotten tiresome. My Jjob as mecsenger turned
out rather dull, becuucte it's sort of a loafers job, too. We do about
& nours work of the & hours per day.

I don't think anyone wouléd recognize Manzanar aiter everything

as veen cettled. The only thing that could be reccgnized is the
dust and wind which really ien't too bad. I think 4ll .the building
has been completed, and linoleum ie now being put on ¢ flocrs be-
sides extra repairing. I think visitors are allowed

camp any day with permicsion of the police department in camp. 4 few
weeks ago, a Junior high school class from Bishop came to visit and
tour arouné the camp.

Quite & few thinge have happened at Manzanar lately. & govern-
ment camouflage project was started a week ago. Only citizenc are
allowed to work in it. It isn't very well for the lungs andé throat
because tiny dust particles float arcund in the air. Manzanar had its
first track meet last Sunduy with San Pedro winning the meet. The
timee weren't very fast a& the events were run on a dirt road.
unofficial 10.2 hundred, 24 flat 220, 65.3 for the 440, 2:26 for the
6€Q, 20 7" for the broad jump, 4l' 3™ for the hop, step, and jump,

and the last event was 50' 1™ For the 10 pound shot put. 4 new depart-

]
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ment store was cpened a few weeks ago with shcoes, men, women, and boys
elothing, and teocilet articles.

The only thing in the way cf cocial events risht now are dances
which are very cuccessiul. Last Saturday was the Sadie Hawkins dance.
The girls invite the boye. UNext Saturday is the Firemuns' ball, and
the following Saturday is the Trojan Hop. DBDances usually draw more

¢rowds than any otherc. a talent thow was held a week ago, wnd it was

held £ days with really a large crowd. The only fault wag that the

stage wasn't very well built. The only show we've seen here was
Spring Parude. That night was so windy that I left before it started.

I heuar Unihi's track team placed third in the City meet. It sure
was swell news to my ear. Wel, Tony, and Glen reully ran swell races.
Wnat I want to know is what happened to Taylor and our pole vaulters®?

I haven't heard much about Univertity_becaune My Warrior hasn't
been sent to me, although I asked to have it sent. I'1ll close noﬁ
hoping tec hear more about University Ircm you.

Sincerely yours,

P.S. I am enclosing a free press and a map of the center. I am also
sending a Santa anita Pacemaker which my ccusin sent me from Santa

anita.
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MISCELLAITY

Last nizght Inez Johnston invited two evacuee friends to
dinner. Aifter dinner she and her zuects were to meet at our
place for the evening. She invited May Sato, registrar for
nigher education, another avacuee, and several. teachers to
join us after dinner.

Inez asked us to eat with her entcurage. When we arrived
at the mess hall there was no room for our party at any table,
for at each table two or three were already sitting.

Bdna, head waitrecs, kindly usked a couple 1l they
wouldn't mind moving to another table. The couple moved in
good grace.

Peck, the steward, sat at the next table and glared at
us during the meal. In total ignorance c¢f this I went to speak
to Jeannette Smoyer and Mary Durkin who sat at the same table
28 Peck. I asked Peck what he was so solemn about and then
the deluge. He informed me I had been extremely rude in ask-
ing the Clarks to move. I informed him in the first place I
nadn't asked them to move and in the ceccnd place they were
very willing to change tables. But Peck remained furious.

He kept repeating accusations of my rudeness angrily.

I am not slow to anger and I ancswered him in very certain
terme the thinge I had teld him before.until he calmed down.

I was careful not to leave an copen break with him not only

becaucse of the study, but also because when I dislike a percon,

I do so thoroughly.




Billizmeiers

He said that we weren't supposed Lo bring Japanese to the
Caucasian mess. I reminded him that no sueh policy had been
established. He said that if he made such a policy scme one
higher up wculd immediately rescind it. There have been, he

cald, objections tc Japunese eating in the hall. T caid if by

that he meant that the waitresces objected it wasn't so. They

had told us it was all rizht with them to bring guests, colo-
nist or otherwise as long as we informed them in advance. He
replied sareastically, "Ch, you know my business better bHan .T.
They wouldn't admit prejudices feelings like that againgt
thelr own race. Other people cbject to .ucming nere and finding
Japanese in their seats. BEight Caucasians came in-.and had to
walt wnhile 15 Japanese were eating here. I heur all the ob-
Jeetions.”
"Do you mean to cay members oif the personnel complained?™
I asked, hoping that at least I can salvage a little informa-
tion from a4 situvation otherwise tetally nezative.
"That's oy aifair.”
Peck was, I think extyemely rude and my impulses were
hard to coptrol--usually I doub. I listened to him rant and
explained to him very quietly that he couldn't expect teachers
to observe his wiches which hadn't mude known to them.
He gradually calmed’into rationality. He asked Harkness
to discourage the teachers from bringing Evacuees to eat here.
"I am doing my best to feed the Japanese and the Caucasian.

They have their mess halls. The Caucasian sometimes think of
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this as a Cafe, it isn't.’ I would like to make it one but it's
hard. There isn't rcom for them here. The cther day Bob
Throckmorton asked us te feed some Japanese doing jury work.

I asked him hew many Japanese were there and he answered 'Forty.'
I told him, 'Jesus Christ, man, are you crazy? Do you think

we can feed all these pecople in such notice? They certainly

know what time to quit in order to.get to their mess halls.

You cught to be ashamed of yourself to ask a thineg like that.!
3 < B

"I have a sympathy with these pecple or I wouldn't be
here. Have you heard of the stealing? I'm losing great guan-
tities of sugar and have a good idea where it's gone. Eighty
pef cent of the people are good. boﬁe ¢l the finest pecople
in the world are here. But the Japanese are Iunny.

"I was born in g poor Lamily-unc £€till am poor, as a mat-
ter of fact. I was brought up with cclered children and have
always fought against racial prejudice and religious bigotry.
But being brought up pcor has taught me to be grateiul for
things people do for me. These Japanese expect the WRa to
hand them everything on a platter; they aren't grateful for
the things done for their benefit. Mr. Shirrell has given
generously of his time and energy and even resources to help
these people but they don't appreciute that fact. They refer
to him as Shirrell,not Mr. Shirrell. I'm sensitive to that
sort of thing.

"Phe other day one of the girls cuame to me and asked

'What can we do with the teachers who steal bottles of milk
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and carry them home in their purses?' I ignored the question;
the amount invclved is insignificant. It shows that the Japa-
nese are looking for scomething te bring against the Caucasians.

They never tell con each cther.®

"That's true of many pecple who constiture racial or relig-

ious minorities and who face prejudice and persecution.
things bind them together and give them the we-feeling.
Jews, for example, are often accused of that trait.m.

"That's true about the Jews,” he agreed. "They are
that. It's one of the reasons for prejudice against them. I
have no feelings against the Jews., The worst béuting I ever
took in businecs was given tc me by & crocked Swede.......”

We ocd ocutsid about market
condition, and swoped stories on priceg of meals in varicus
places.

Peck told Jeannette about the ineident, that is, about
that part of it she and Mary Durkin missed. He apologized
Ior having started the affair. ™I don't know why I did it.
I like the guy personally but when I saw the Japs come into
the mess hall I saw red.”

News of the incident spread rapidly among various teachers
and members of the staif. Several teachsers congratulated me
this ncon. When I asked what for they replied, "For keeping
a level head last

I hope that the ineident is guickly Iorgotten and that
knowledze of it doesn't spread I do not want to impair

friendly relations with Mr. Peck.
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Pon, in discussing the incident, exprecsed the feeling
that people who expect gratitude fail to understand human be-
havior.

In america, he said, we thouldn't expect zratitude from

people when they are given things they ccnsider their just

possessions. That is & characteristic c¢f american people,
that they expect certain things in life they concider neces-
Sary human requirements. Some people expect the sort of
gratitude a serf would feel when the feudal lord bestows some

good upon him.
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December &, 1942
Tonight we ate at Frances Throckmorton's. Bob is at Manza-
now, having been gent their on crders Irocm Washington.
didn't know how the difficulty there would affect nim.
ohe caught Henry TPakeda, cf the lezgal aid department,
sending cut letters ler his signature rathsr than waiting for
Boh's return or sendine the letter to Mr. Shirrell for His
gignature.
"Henry, ¥ou know you're not suppese to sign those letiters.
I think it's underhanded of you."
B1t know I'm no% supposed to dp 164" Henry replied, *T
tcld that to the secretury as I dictated the letter. Eut I

den't care--I've got a4 grudge against the government. I've

lost three thousand dollars z2nd my house I have to sell at a

logcs. The zovernment is to blame. I den't care beezause I haven't

b}

gny future. I like to help the people here, that's ¥m
interected in. 14 Bob all right, but I don't like the
WRA. If somecne doesn't like the way do thing I'11l termi-
nate.”

Frances thought that perhaps the fact that Beb was 27 and
Wiglter 40 and Henry in kis mid thirtiles might make the latier
two feel a little resemntful about following correct channels.
Weller, she feels,; "is simply wonderful™ which is the way
Frances Ieels about almost "everyone. ' "Bob,™ she ccntinued,
Yhas recommended Henry Tor a Jjob in Washing though he can't

tell Henry abcut it. If he dgesn't learn to follcw government

procedure Bob will have to withdraw the reccmmendation.®
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December &, 1942
In the process of the evening the subject of Dr. Carson
and his awaited departure was discussed. "He dislikes the
people here, of‘courae," Frances remarked. "He saild the other
day I have five hundred employees, znd I trust two of them.
'm si f the whole Japanese race. That is what Dr. Carson
1ave said."”
ic eXxtremely uncritical. She accepts the compli-
cated government routine as absolutely ecsential. When Marianne
Robinson questioned that, Frances would reply, "Well, I've
worked three years Ior the government and I know how necessary
it is." |
In the matter of the evacuation, teco, she is very naive.
She told how Bob before he accepted a job here when through the
files of the army and FBI. She felt that the evidence there
proved the necessity of the evacuation.
Marianne remarked that the FBI and army sometimes missed

fire and their information was sometimes a little unrelizble.

To Frances such a thought is a heresy.

rances finds it hard to think ill of anyone.
loday I spoke to two clacses of senior English students.
Yesterday I also spoke to a class. I learned « number of things
in these talks which will be included in the report on the
schools. 1In each class Woof accompanied me, as usual. Bess
Kirven took it upon herself to give Woof a very flattering intro-

duction. Woof then sat up for the class, which pleased them &

great deal according to a later account from their teazcher.
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This device of using Woof has a very real benefit in establish-
ing & contact with the students. It gives me a chance to make

them laugh and set them at sase.

* %k ok ok ok ok

.

The other day an amusing incident occurred. Mary Durkin,
vice=-principal of one of the elementary schools, wished to con-
tact the block manager of block 1& to cheek on an absent child.

7ﬁg%kﬁsked Hanna, ner secretary, to rind who the bloek manager
was. Hanna phoned the recreation office at 1€08 to ask about
the block manager of that particular block. Bhe was teld that
the manager was Mr. Cock. "Whiech Mr. Cock?" and one of the
pecple in the recreation office said it was the Mr. Cook that
is connected with the Tulean Dispatch. 5o Hanna told Mary that
¥r. Cook of the Tulean Dispatch was the block manager for block
18,

Mary said, "Well, there must be some mistake. You phone

to them again and check up on that.”™ Se¢ Hanna phoned tc¢ recrea-

tion office again and she said, "You must be mistaken; Mr. Cook

is a Caucasian.”™

"Mr. Cook is Burasian. He is married to & Japanese wile
and he lives here and he is a« block manager.”

So Hanna told the-story to Mary, so Mary let it go. ¥Finally
& few minutes they pnoned up, and evidently had become worried
about the ings and started an inquiry. They were very apolo-
getic and said that it was Quiney Cook who it the bloeck manager
mansger, and he ig part Japanese and part Caucasian and was mar-
ried to a Japanese woman and he is the block manager of bloek 18.

Doug Cooke was told about this incident and enjoys it very

much.
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Doug Cooke has written a series of reports on various
topics which might be of come interest. He does not know that
I have seen them. But Don Elberson asked to see some of them,
and Doug consented to let him do so0. Don gracicusly handed
them to me to read.

One of the reports concerns the things which the Japanese
like in the relocation center, of the phases of life here they
like. The approach was based on that used in the report on
fears. He pointed to such things «s the following, as those
thinge that evacuee Jlike about life here. He felt that being
concentrated in such a camp has given many young people better
prospects of marriage, of wider selection of mates. He felt
that many people appreciated the food they receive here. He
alsc pointed the fact that many older people are happy to be
released of the responsibility of running a business. another
such item wae the love of Deauty that hus been expressed in
various works, such as carving, drawing, and other forms of
art work that has been accomplished here.

In each of these sections he inecluded six or seven expres-
sions which he called typical expressions to prove his contentions

that these things pleased some people. He did have, however,

the gruce to admit that these things he felt which pleased the
B

coloniet were insignifieant in comparison with the things that
displeased the colonist. His inclusion of these typical

expressions indicate that he hus a collaborator in the colony,
for Doug has extremely little contact nimself. This, I think,

is due to the fact that he hasn't the understanding of the




people which Elbersen or Jacoby or Corliss Carter have. and,
.secondly, he 1s judged with press relations and public relations
of the camp with the outside publications , which in itself &
very necessary time consuming Jjob.

Doug Cooky nas report on the mess situation with various

appendices which may of be of some value. Then he hus written

4

reports on interviews with the editors of the Tule Lake news-
paper and the Klamath Falls newspaper. These are very illuminat-
ing a8 to the relations of the press ﬁn the neighboring commu-
nities to publiec cpinion.

Epley, editor of the Klamath Falls paper, is also chairman
cf the Kiwanis Club, which came to Tule Lake to investigate
coendition nere. The story of Epley reported by Doug Cooke is
very intéresting for it reveals a great deal wbout the community
attitudes of the Klamath Falls people. Poug's interview with
Wielch of the Tulelake newspaper is also very interesting, and I
think of some importance.

I was a little surprised at his .success in answering the
questions which they asked and securing their promises of cocp-
eration with preject officials in printing information cnly when
it had been eonfirmed, putting such procecs as a patrictic duty,
inasmuch as this is the zovernmental agency and supposedly an
unnecessury war activity. Don, who hus diccucsed Doug Cccki wit h
Mr. Shirrell, reports, however, that Shirrell puts the words
into Doug's mouth and Douz has heen careiully cocached in what to
Say in interviewing these editors. Doug does show an unusual
ability in expressing himself, however, and I have an added res-

peet for his ability in that regard after reading his report he

/
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has submitted to Mr.: Bates. If these reporis are of sufficient

importance, they can be cecured most likely from Bates.




Billizmeiere
December 10, 1942

MISCELLANY
The other evening & young couple visited us. The young man
is on the merit board, his wife is Mrs. Gunderson's teaching
assistant. Both of them have attended the University of Washington.
In the process of the evening ocur discussion turned oy
chance to supersfition and the supernatural. Here is a story
he told us that night.

The attendant in the Morgue at the nospital
here related this story to his iriends. He ig a sradu-
ate in law and has also studied medicine, €0 this ,GMrgf
account is not made by an ignorant person. A ] - 5 C%/jf
patient in the hospital died and the bebyWas made
ready: for the ice box: It geems , however, that
the eyes coculd not be closed. The daughter of the
deceased, a4 nurse, tried to close the eyes oy apply-
ing warm water but to no avail. 4ae& the attendant
talked to her abeut her father's teath, he menticned
that hie death was unfortunate. It is a Japanese
custom not to express regret at death, especially
in the presence of the corpese Ior death is regarded
a4s navural.

The following evening the attendant was
working in the morgue and it seemed to him that a
heavy weight rested on his shoulders as though a
percon were pressing down on his shoulders. He
turned but caw nothing and £till this pressure
continued. Suddenly he saw that the doer of the
icebox was open and he watched fascinated as it
slowly closed of its own volition. He screamed
and left the hospital, having decided not to return.
He was called back to the hospital becauge 21l the
lighte had gone out in the morgue. He returned
and tested all the globes but Iinally found the
trouble in g fuse. He again left hurriedly. The
following night the radio down stairs stopped and
this proved to be a burnt-out tube. 4is he was fix-
ing this he felt the sume strange pressure on his
ghoulders and again saw the door to the icebox
tlowly close and open. He began to scream and run,
and as he did sc, he was given a tremendous push
wnich sent him sprawling across the floor. He
left the hospital for good.

I told Frank about the story and he has tried to econfirm

it. HNone of the people whom he knows in the hospital has heard

of the incident.
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Last nizht the OGommittee of Cultural assimilation sponsored
another program. The program was devoted to Chinece songs
and poetry and was directed by Miss Lum who spent many years
in Chinas.

Ken Yasuda is a loeal literary figure. His principal
medium of literary expreseion is the haiku, a seventeen syllable
Japanese poem. It is his hceope to introduce the haiku to the

United States and make that his contribution to imeriecan

cultural development. He wants to demonstrate its potenti=-

alities to americans in order that they might realize the worth
of that form of expression.

He has written a number of haiku in Bnglish. This, he
feels, is far better than merely rendering translaticns éf
Japanese haiku, for only one in a thousand translates well.

His liferary master is the great authority Miramori
who lives in « Japanese univercity town. Ken went to Japaﬁ
cseveral years ago. In order tc meet Miramori who is of the
aristocratic class and consequently hard to meet, he had to
be introduced tec a man whe introduced him to a banker who
introduced him to Miramori.

They spent three mcnths together. Ken lived at Miramori's
home and was rezarded as a son. Ken criticized some of the
translations into English language wnich Miramori had published
in an Bnglish language desertation on the haiku. Miramori
was pleased gnd made Ken his literary heir--heir likewise to

all his manuscripts. In return Ken wants to publish & book
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on the haiku nere and dedicate it to his Iriend. He has been
encouraged in this ambition by his prolessore at the University
0f Washington. JSeveral noted Japanese artists in america have
already offered to illustrate suech a book.

Once when visited the lformer home of Joaquin Miller, I
think it was, one ol the persons in charge stated that he never
had seen a Japanese yet who knew anythins about Bnelish litera-
ture. Ken felt challenged and has grounded himself well in
English and american literature.

He has a complicuted theory of art and literature woven
around the haiku, :

Here is & haiku of the ancient master Bashv, translated by
Miramori.

Firefly seen by daylight
g but a red-necked insect.

is one of Ken Yasuda's orizinal haiku.
Brushing the leaves,

Fell the Camelias

Into the soft darkness

0f the well.

llotion is portrayed beginning with leaves cn the trees

into the well. To Ken art and beauty has a sense of season,

and even time of the day. The haiku are intricate; Ken can

tpend hours explaining the craft used in forming one apparently

eimple haiku.

——

He teaches a class of Issei in Japanese haiku, and has

had great success with them.




Last week a meeting of the enfire Caucasian staff was
held. Mr. Shirrell made a number of anncuncements. Mr. Bast-
man, he caid, nad resigned and Hayes will take hnis place alcng

with his other duties for the time being. Captain Patterson

had trancferred and Lt. Patterson was now in charge ¢f the

military.

The main part ¢f his talk dealt with WRA policy. He asked
the Caucasians to contact their Iriends on the cutside and wsk
them to £tir up jobe Lfor the evacuees. The FRI and army and
Iavy have promised seven day service on applicants ' who desire
0 g0 Bast. "This ic no place Ior any Japanese with spirit
left,™ he stated.

We want to scatter them, he continued, and prevent Lhem
ircm concentrating in enclaves. Both Nisei and Issei will be
encouraged to leuve. "We're going to nurt people if they

here."™ We lost 45 te the army yesterday. It hurt but we

godspeed. We muct train new cnes,. see that no one
becomes indispensable, see that there are always new people
availadle to step into vacant spots. There shall be no regret
nor impeding. Our machinery here is only a small BED L of oar
Jobs

Mr. Myer is fighti pressure Iircm various angles, he
ls convinced that the precsram is right. The Beet Sugar Industiy-
demands 05,000 beet workers for next year. "Myer told them
we are not a labor pool for private industry, we are dealing

with men and women. If anyone is left in relocation centers
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we'll ask them if they want to gzo. But we are not a labor pool.®

after leaving here the people are free. The only restriction
le that they keep us informed where they are and do not return
to evacuated areas.

Read the literature on this problem. Don't zet excited

.local papers as I do.

I we bungle we might create a race problem that will tear
our couﬁtry inf twp. Give friendship and kindness.

2 3K 3K 3K K R % ok kR

ot

a Iew days later Mr. Shirrell called another staff meeting.

5n g

fhere was, oI course, much gpeculation about the meetinz, but no
cne guessed its
Hr. Shirrell began thus: I don't know how to tell you what
I have to tell you. It's hard to do but it
are comething that we don't like tc deo, but personal likes are
not important now. I am leaving Tule Lake. Mr. Myer will announce
the nature of the.job which I will have.
He thanked the staff for their fine work and their loyalty
to him as the project director. He wanted that loyalty to be as

ne new project direcbor whoever he may be.

=
V)

generously given to

Mre. Shirrell wag in tears and left immediately after the
éting. The people present were deeply affected by his departure.

It is obvious that he nas a great perconal loyalty directed towards

nim. Dr. Carson stated "Well, Elmer, I guess I timed my telegram

Juet right."™ Kendall Smith said, "I think I'll take that other

Job 1f you're leaving."™ Doug Cook, Don Elberson and others were

downcast.
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Frank Smith seemed very worried ané called Mr. Shirrell into

his house. He is an old iriend of Shirrells and his job here
probably depends on that friendship.
The regional office has no illusions about him, evidently,
from things variocus visiting officials have implied to Elberscon.
The universal reaction to the announcement was, "You don't
think Joe Hayes will get it, do you?" or ™I den't care who gets

the job, just so it isn't Joe Hayes.
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Hanny's account

Talk with Sceial Worker

I asked her how she liked her work. She sald it was & bre-
mendously diificult job and she could use another Caucasian assist-
ant, but Social Workers did not want to come up here. SHhe herself
had been offered better Jjobs but hoped to get material for her
maSters up here. OShe said her work was made more diffieult by
the fact that the office was in a terrible mess. She said that
upon arriving cthe had asked for statistics and found that there
were none. They were now being compiled she said, but this
entailed a lot of work. ©®he felt that‘many ¢l her cclenist
staff were extremely capable especially Lam. She said that
che Telt their resentment when she first came and was conge=-
quently highly complimented when Lam t0lé her that he felt that
fher coming had not been & bad thing. She said thut the money
benefite these people got were not to be counted but thzat we
could all help by trying to train these people. She hoped
that thoce who were going on with their educations cculd use
their work here and the material gathered for advanced desgrees.
she felt that ecpecially in social service there would be much

work to do for their own people. &8he said that the life here

weuld make many problems. She felt that many of the people

here would already be accustomed to being taken care ¢f by an

outside agency.




Teacher's Comment

she was angry because colonists were riding in taxis and

had to walk. She said it was uniair because what they got

amounted to & salary of about 180 dollars as it was. BHhe

her assistant was supporting a mother and several cnildren
which t£he could not do any where else.

Some of the teachers discussing this dald, "Even if they
&ll rode and we walked it still wouldn't be any compensation for
what has been done tc them."

another said, "If che thinks this lile is so wonderriul,
I'm eure the WRA would only be too happy to let her work for lo

dollars a month.m"

an assistant told her teacher that she saw little hope for
the nisei either way the war turned out. If america won they
would have trcuble finding a place here and if Japan won their
lot would be even more difiicult. ©She said she simply couldn't
zo three life being humble, even at hcme humility was demanded
of them. She said that when she and her Irienés were at college
they rarely went hcme because the adjustment was tcc difficult.

She said she was Jjust too much for american ever tc be humble.




Manzanar, California
June 1l&, 1942

Dear Mr. Ramey,

Hello there! How is everything with you amé your family?
How 1s school? Now thut the end of term is near I guess your
quite ©busy in making final tests for the classes and check-
ing notebooks etec.

kir. Ramey, please give my warmest regards to cther raculty
at University High School.

oince my arrival I have been busy getting acgquainted
with our new home here at Manzanar Relocation Center.

Mr. Ramey, I wish to thank you for your guidance, and
understanding me throush my high schocl days at University.
Our new home is really a very pleasant place to live in anda 11
necessary facilities are available. Very often we are anncyed
by a strong Gust storms. We feel like in an open with a least
privacy, due to the Tact that more than ceven persons must
occupy & rcom. Qf course, we are now in the middle of a con-
struction period and expect to have a much improvement after
completed. Fcrds are nice.

In coneluding,m; sisterf¥s wiche# to cend you their regards.
2,0y

Nr. #amey, do you know anything about Mr. Ferguson? Ore of
your former ctudent teaches in A=11 social studies class. Hope
to hear from yous

With warmest regards to you, I remain

Respectfully yours,
MC
PS. My mailing zddress is:
Blk. 18 Bldg. 13 Bm. 2

Cwnee Valley Relocation Center
Manzanar, California




May 20, 1942

Dear Mr. Ramey,

How are you, and how is everything and everybody at Unichi?
I hope everything and everyone is getting along all rizht. Tm
getting along all right, -now that I've adopted myself to my new
home, but I took several weeks to do it.

Iy family and I left West L.a. dSunday morning (4=-28-42)
with 300 others for Manzanar by way of Pacific Electric bus.
Ne arrived ~unday evening after watchinsg the sand and csagebrush
of Mojave Desert for about 5 hours, which was beautiful for a
while but got boring later on.

The family were regictered and placed in barracks. There
are l& barracke, 1 recreation hall, and a mess hall to each bLloeck,
One barrack is divided into 4 apartments with about 5 to & people
to each apartment.

The food here is swell concidering that there is about
10,000 mouthe to feed. The food is mostly non perichable so it
won't spoil. Breakfast is from 7 to & except “~unday which is
from & to 9, lunch is from 12 to 1, and dinner is from 5 to Op

There ien't much to do in between meals except loaf for
a wnile, but i you are male, in between 1& and 88, you have to
apply for a job. I got tired of loafing so applied for a job, but
the only job for boys from 16 to l& is messenger boy.

There ien't much in the way of recreation except Dbaseball

games and socials. ZThey have softball leagues, but the teams
have to furnich their own eguipment.

1 guess the mest popular place in camp i:c the canteen. The
canteen carries Jjust about as much as & corner drugstore. JIti's
usually packed with thirsty people on hot days like today. Today
was & hot day but was swell compared to the windy and dusty (what
dugt!) days that we've had.

I hear Unikis' track teamf is really going tc town with
el Katton and Glen Holtley leading the pack. We get the papers
here, but they are put out in the eveninge so we don't get the
high school results.

I haven't much to say now, so I'll close heoping to hear

from you soon. <ok
vincerely,

BY
Block 14 Building 10 apt.l

Manzanar Reception Center
Menzanar, Californis




June 12, 1942

Dear kir. Ramey,

How are you and the class? .althoughk I am still homesick,
1 am feeling <fine,

althoush I have been here over a month, it s
has been & year.

It is getting nbtter every day, but in the mornings und
eveninge it gets very cool. We haven't had one of cur famous
dust sterme for & long time.

Wie can still see a lot of <now on the mountains. althegh
the mountains are very high, thic camp is 4000 feet above Los
angeles, sc the mountuine don't look as high ac they are.

This camp is going to accommodate 10,000 people, and at the

oy

present there are about 9,700, and only 300 more are coming in.

The food out here is pretty zocd. We have ham, reast pork,
and roast beel often. BreakTast is from 7 to &, lunch from 12 to
l, and supper from & to B,

at the present there are only two rules in this camp .
1. Wobody is to go outside the sentry line. 2. No liguor or
alcoholic beverage ic to be brouzht mte, ¥ drink Adn the camp.
We can stay up &¢ long 4s we want to and do whatever we want.

about & week ago, 135 people, mostly single men, volunteere
to go to Idaho to work on the sugur beets farms.

From Monday they are going to start school. It is purely
voluntary, and we will not get credite, but it i: co we will not
forget too muech. The teacher who is in charge told us to write
to our teachers and ask them if they could send uc books to study.
I would appreciate it very much if you could send me some Looks
for a-11 social ctudies and an outline on what I could study.

Mon. and Wed. Tues. and Thurs. Frida
©:380=7 :30 ©:380-7 ;50 3
Math English His

y

oU=7 :30
st

ory

7 :50=8€ :30 7:50-€:30 7:50-6:30
Language science Misce.

If it isn't tco much trcuble I would appreciate it vely muih

dost slncerely,

KN
Blk 16-9-4




Dear 1lr. Ramey,

I received ycur letter.” I enjoyed reading the
letter and also the Onihi paper, "The Warrior® immensely.

June oth w.s set acide as pay day and I expect
o get my payroll on that day, ac I have been working
Ior over a month. s I have forgotten wnether I told
you about my new avoeation, I think it is custemary for
me to tell you. Right now I am working as & messenger
boy in the recreation office. This Jjob is quite easy;
but it i< monotonous as I have to go through almoct
the came routine everyday.

Just a few daye ago I seen twe girle who are
both from University High school. Incidentally, they
are Pat Woodward and Renee Reifel. I didn't have the
chance t¢ have a chat with them cince they were both
in the car, but we haé a chance to say hello. Tadashi
Macaoka said, he had the opportunity to talk te them
both.

aE yau know, my ambition ic tc be a radic
technician, and I haven't siven up hope yets: I am
§til1l working toward my destination.

a8 every radio technician knowe that mere read-
ing can't poscibly give the experience or knowledge o
radio, I am planning tc get come r.dio and electrical
apparatus which azre not banned by the zgovernment. .s
I'm enclesing 80¢, will you please send me the magazine
entitled "Q.S.T."™ or "Radio News."™ I am curious about
some . of the newest develcopment in radios

Since there isn't much to tell about Manzanar,
I'm enclosing the Manzenar Free Press.

always yours,
RI

lo-4-3, Manzanar Recept. Center
Manzanar, California




Dear Mr. Ramey,

Thanke a lot for the magazine. It was just
the one I had longed fcer.

I mailed & letter to Miss Lombardi, requesting
for my diplemay If you happen to see Miss Lom-
bardi, will you kindly tell her of my diplcma, as
I'm not positive if c<he is the cne that is in charge
of the distribution of the diplomas. You know; I

don't want to miss out my priceless diplcma.

I'm sending a copy of the Manzanar Free Press,

s0 I guese I don't have to tell you anything here
that concerns news.
Yours truly,

RI




Dear Lir. Rameyl

I'1ll just introduce myself again Dbecause it has been a
long time since we have seen each other. Remember, I used to De
in your Senior Problems (Marine) class. Before I left good cld
Unihi, I promised that I would write to you when I reached Man-
zanar, but I was so excited about my new hcme that I had completely
forgotten all about the lelter.

The Japanese up here thinke that Manzanar, as a whole, is
& paradGise. Manzanar has & colorful scenic value, surrounded by
enormcus snow-capped mountains on one side and purple-tinted
mountaine on the other side.

The weather up here doces not vary. 2t is usuzlly dry and
sunny. But there iscne liability here which may pertain to the
weather, that is when it is windy here, the wind make: s0 much
duet that I couldn't see ten ieet in iront of me. These dust in
turn goes through flooring ol our house and make Jjust about every-
thing uncsanitary. These dust storme cceceur about twice a week.

The M.P, guards the place and are very iriendly toward the
Japanece. Couple of days ago I spoke to one orf the M.P., but
if a higher officer catches him off guard, he usually gets in the
guard house or kK.p. duty.

The food up here is first class for me. The cook: almost
always cook something different. Thece 1food are specially pre-
pared by expert dieticians. The water is cceol and reireshing.
It's the vbect water I had in all my life.

We all have an easy time washing our clotheg, since the water
is exceptionally soft, which makes lots of lather. This washes
off the dirt quite easily.

There are plenty of work, so there shouldn't be any labor
problems, at leact with unemployment. There are such jobes as
messengers, cookg, electrieians, cecretaries, doctors, pelicemen,
firemen, teacherc, carpenters, farmers, janitors; in fact, just
about everything.

The favdrite spot here is the canteen. They have scld abait
$700 worth of csoda pope =né ice cream in one day. DBesides pops
and ice cream, they have vaseline for sunburn, candwich, cigars,
cizarettes, candiec oi all kind, hand lotions, hair tonics, sham-
pecos, etc. The canteen is just packed every minute of the day.

I've got a job as a messenger boy at the main recreation
hall ¢ercrather office., My Job is to take notices to all of the
recreation halls, etc. In these hulls, there are such activities
zoing =& sewing, Gancing, instructions in music, woodcrait, boy
gscout activities, gymnastic, ete.

Here in Manzanar, there are plenty ol Indian relics, cince
the Doye have found many arrowse (Iflinte) and parts of a tommyhawk.

(over)




I have enclcsed one arrow (flint, the front part) which I had
found just a few days ago. One of the policemen (Caucasian, the
head man) tcld me that there was once a great Indian battle.

Few dayc ago we saw & motion picture entitled "Spring
Parade”™ with Deanns Durbin azs the star.

The teachers here, has formeé a class called "Ideals of -
Citizenship,” which will teach the vapanese (the one that was
born in Japan) the principle of democracy. These teachers will
prove to these Japanese that .merica has the best form of govern-
ment in the worlé. I knew that they,tco(Japanese that were born
in Japan} will know and will Zfight for what we have been lizht-
ing for a long time.

Won't you say "hello" to Miss Wilkie, as I've known her
well for a lone time und to the ™Marine Class.™ I hope that this
class will prove to be & true und 2 real ™marine™ to americsa.

{(Warrior) 4Always
RI
farine <&
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December 1l&, 1942

MISCELLANY

Today I saw Dr. Carson about some zeneral birth and mortalit:
o

figures. He graciously consented to their release but wondered
what good, births, age of mother, deaths and age at death would
be. He felt that more fizures were needed to be
cance, and those he would release only after the study
tacted Dr. Thompson. I explained that such procedure would be
eventually carried out in the process of time but that I was
interested, at present, in these preliminary statistics.
gald, "I came up here without any prejudices against these
but I eannot say that I am leaving without them. I've
my life; we've tried
£0 hard and have met with so little response. There are a few
people here whom I think a great deal of. But most of thenm
aren't worth a thing. I weuldn't wmind being in & position where
I could kill a few of théir kind."
Carter that he thinks the medical situation
the free medical treatment of
evacuees and Caucasians. That to him is a very unicrtunate situa-
tion. He shares with the american Medical association, a strong
disapproval of the principles of socialized medicine. That dis-
approval has been voiced on various cccasion--once in

of diviesion heads.




WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY

NEMORANDUM TQ: Mr. Mortimer €. Cooke
Mr. Harry Layeds
Mr. Christensen
Mr. Gunderson
Miss Eleanor Downes
Mr. Robert Billigmeier

Marion Francis

Bnglish Gommittee Meeting, December 10, 7 p.m.,
administration Building

The Committee appointed by Mr. Shirrell to mzke a« gurvey and
report relative to promotion of wider uce of English on the
Project will meet on Thursday evening, December 10y &t Y pels
in the administration Building. I hope that you will be able
to be present.

(Mrs.) Marion Francis
Head, adult Education

There was & general agreement among the members of the

Committee that evacuees {rom the Sacramento area speak much

more Japanese than the evacuees Irom the Northwest. The Iarmer
have more daifficulty in expressing themselves in BEnglish, it
was felt.
Iir. Gunderson stated that more parents of high school
students speak Japanese than parents ol elementary gehools.
"We have some senceil in our classes,™ he reported. Many of the
Thus the highsechceol has greater diiliculty
contact with parents than do the elementary

schocls.
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Mr. Gunderson expressed the elinz that the increasced

eat importance. ° the people cannot

iated more in ever with Japan,”
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but Japanese to my mother becavse it tukes $0 long teo comrunicate

with her in English,”™ he reported.
Ci parente in taking Bnglish, ne Ieals, should be
"Most parents haven't had time on the ocutside to

If their friends take Bnglich, many others

willine They need encouragement as well as the

sel &all entertainment
announced both
iii‘f_.l'uu ul*
N i M ¥ e
el b ¢\ el
.

.-J‘:J.»':.!. j. o -:. .

0e taught properly.

Kibei wanted a class only for boy

located by locality and by

we wanted
Mr. Mayeda agre
classification of some

an@ integzrate them. The Kibei are vitally

We discussed & Kibei Club when Ted Waller was hnere.
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we tho't 1t better to have young mel @i to0 aid in mixing

1 -
o "
ne HN1s

day and
5 Japanese boy a few years ago.
were ‘in vain for he used Japanese all day.
were abandoned.
Dr. Francis stated, "Many people, even college graduates,
use wrong idioms. They haven't responded to advanced clacses
They don't realize their lack of command of language.
could organize a cocnmittee to enceouraze the use
Bnglish among Nisel? They know they need it, for one
1icgate with thei
Christiansen agreed "When you make them understand

need it later they will be much more interested.

<

the Gonestruction section, Japanese i spoken
glmost y by the older workers. I have encouraged the
use of Enegliseh Much more BEnglich is spoken now."
Mr. Gundercscon stated, "I have an idea that in connecetion
eity council, if we would meet with them and discuss
vestbion we might get resulte.”
"You've got to build at the bottom; they must have scme
knowledzge of the language id Mr. Mayeda.

r

Mr. Christiansen expressed, "I think if you get the younger

I
+

people to understand the need and have them impa that to

parents it will he They will live

Japanese people.™




Mr. Gunderson said, ™It would be n

"talkies ."

"Ue are going tomorrow night. One

e
er

Cne show e y night. We'll be able to

quoted Harry Mayeda.

o

"How do teach BEnglish Mr.

You

Dr. Francis answered, ™Qur lecssons

concretely related to life here--action

"What about & committee among Nise

It might be & group on 8hakespeare. En

Sroups

Tulean Dispateh people, writing

an English adviser misht be appointed t

Ccok has great deal to do already. P

¥r. Gunderson and Mr. Wilder

fact that

,
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would definitely
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Etudents have other jobs here or have plans for relccation.
This scarcity makes it difficult to expand the clas s in Bnglish
language.

Mr. Gunderson stated, "I make it a point to talk to children
in the various blocks as I pase by. They often speak to mé in
Japanese an@ look reproachfully at me for not understanding them.P

Dr. Fracis stated in this resard that many young people

that their children will learn Bnglich in schools later, so

teéach Japunese to them Iiret. In tulking about this prob-

Mr. Gunderson expresced himself as feoblows: "Kibei in the

be placed with one teacher. It isn't as important

1or them to take chemistry and secmetry z2s to be placed in one
class, and elementary school set-up. %Fhe important
teaching is to know the pupil. Kibel a timid and g Che tame
feeling of insecurity that the 1it children get. When they
have one teacher they feel thut here is comecne who
in them perscnally. We should lorget subject segregation.
ghould be learned first and subject matter can be added later.
There are pupils in this high school who are taking Latin but
who aren't yet proficient in Bnglish. W®When an error in Latin is

made the teacher can't tell if the error was made in Batin or

English. It's assinine to teach a foreign language when Bnzlish

lsn't well at hand. & command of Bnglish is basic. There are
certain pecple that sheuld never have any other language Ghan

English. The Tirst language thould be English, and if people
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have sufficient intellizence, they can learn the second language.
I have had years of experience in teaching in foreign languveage
areas. 4And I found thi > G Bven if the parente do not
know English, they should not force conctant use of Japanese,

but rather aid in the use of Bnglish. You ean say this about
these pecple here. Most of them will de anything for their
children. This ic didferent from many other foreign languagze
ZEroups.

It was generally agreed upon to talk to the ¢ity ecungil

on ways of encouraging the use of Bnglicsh in the communityv.
) - £ >




Notes on the Meeting Cultural Lssimilation Grou
2l = p

slthough Dr. Yamato Ichihashi was scheduled to speak on

the assimilation of Nisei, his talk was prineipally concerned

with the origin and development of Shintoism and the transplantin g
of Buddnism into Japanese scil. In discussing the origin of Shin-
toism, Dr . Ichihashi traced its relationship to animism snd em-
phasized the element of nature worship in Shintoism. He defined
ohintoism as a cult which placed emphasis upon the love of nature,
Simplicity and naturalness. He left the description of the cult
at that point without dealing with the nationalistic elements of
viintoism or without even hinting that such elements were included.

Dr. Ichihashi spoke on the introduction of Buddnism from
India through China and Korea to Japan. TLike the Christians, he
pointed out, the Buddhists have split into many religious factions
in the procees of centuries of time. He described Shinto and
Buddhist shrines in Japan and talked briefly on ancestor war ship,

In the latter part of his talk he dwelt upon Jjuvenile del-
inquency in this community. He felt that the concern about this
problem bordered e¢n hysteria. There are wardens, he said, who
feel that people do not regard them with sufficient dignity, and
to remedy this situation these wardens want a Jail 5 court, and
lawyers. There are cther and more effective ways ol gaining re-
speet, he stated.

Dr. Ichihashi felt that instead of building a jail and in-
stituting a court, the problem of Juvenile delinguency should be
analyzed critically and preventative measures outlined. wHe spoke

about the lack of playing facilities in rough and muddy weather,




He deplored the lack of sufficient facilities fior c¢hildren,

Mr. Rhoades interrupted to lend his weight to Dr. Ichihashirs
arguments at this point. He spoke of the difficulties whieh the
boy scout movement has encountered, and stated that in recent months
the movement has been disintegrating tarough lack of proper equip-
ment and facilities.

Dr. Ichihaghi continued his talk and entered upon a eritieal
discussion of the adult education program. He criticised some of
the mothers for going to extremes in their zeal for education. H
case was cited in which a mother took an over-large number of
classes in English, flower arrangement etc. and in the meantime
her children were sorely neglected.

Dr. Franecis informed the gentleman that some of the classes
which he mentioned were not included in the adult education program
She stated that the adult education program placed great emphasis
on language so that the MNisei and Issei would have better means
of ecommunicating with each other. She felt that was of cardinal
importance.

Ichihashi answered rather Sarcastically, "Well, you can place
the emphasis where you will™ but that what he was interested in was
obviously more important. Mothems, he Stated, have now an opportyn-
ity to learn as they never have had before. "I cannot blame them,"
he added, "for making use of the opportunity; but the first duty
of & mother is to her cechildren." The discussion then turned to
the use of recreation halls and their partition. .ugain Ichihashi

and Mrs. Franeis came into confliet. The details are not Bfifficient~

ly clear in my mind to describe.




Dr. Ichihashi then began a discourse on administration; 71

attempted te paraphrase this discourse below:

One of the most important thinge for people in re-
Sponsible positions to learm is this, do not promise when
you can't deliver. I talked to Coverley on this subject.
I told him that frankness is mueh better than promises
which cannot be realized. Sueh promises constitiite cne
of the sources Tfor so many under currents in the commun-
ity. I want to do everything I can to help the people
but I want to remain an impartial observer. I want to
suppress evil influences I find in the community and to
stimulate the good. T will help Coverley as a friend,
but I will not affiliate myself with the administration.
In the long run that is best. If you have an interest
to protect, you then have something to defend and you
lose impartiality and objectivity. I won't take a Job
for that reason. ¥Why should I? I am still being paid by
stanford University.

another difficulty in the administration comes Irom

too much insistence on authority and jurisdiction and too

little emphasis on duty towards the people. Through the

block manager of my block, for example, I asked the head
block manager for acecess to block statisties. The head

0l the Dlock managers sgld, "Why should he (Ichihashi) have
them? Why didn't he come and beg me for them?" (Iechihashi
made his voice harsh and assumed an arrogant stance in imi-
tation.) I went to see Coverley. HYe said there was nothing

confidential in those figures, nyf you can't get anything




let me know and I'll zet them for ¥ou.

Ichihashi drifted into a discussibn of the Nisei. me ex-
pressed & sympathy with the younger generation. "I am in touch
with youth much more than most Issei are for I have worked with
young people 2ll my life. Nisei are no different from aAmerican
young pecple.

He spoke of the undue rudeness of many Nisei. The Nisei have
not retained many of the good elements of Japanese culture nor
have they become wholly assimilabed. The Issei_ure responsible
in part for the lack of background in Japanese culture. sfter all
they have ccme from the part of Japanese soclety which has had
little contact with the finer aspects of Japanese cecultural life.
dow ‘them, he asked, can they be expected to transmit what they do
not themselves fully understand?

Ichihashi considers it unfortunate that more Hisei do not
Speak Japanese well--that is good Japunese. He expressed the feel-
ing that it would be to the advantage of the Tnited States Army if
mere were encouraged to learn good Japanese here in camp and thus
eliminate the necessity of long preparation elsewhere.

Miss Topping interrupted, "But what ean yeu do? It is un-
patriotic to learn Japanese how. If you only eould that point
over to the FBI.

"Don't get me in trouble, Miss Topping,”™ he replied wixklk half
in jest. "I have had just one contact with an FBI man and it was g

pleasant contant. I am talking freely to you tonight. I have

learned that in .merica; I have enjoyed .merican freedom.”




The discussion then returned to the Juvenile problem and
Ichihashi explained an age-sex distribution chart whieh he hed
made. He expounded upon the implications of the peculiar age
Structure of the Japanese population. Sueh things as the cong
centration of people in the unproductive ages were described in
detail. He deplored the fact that cld people had to get their
own coal when physieally they should not be required to do so.

"It makes me almost cry when I see sueh things.”

Dr. Francis asked if an extra Janitor could not be put in
each block.

Without devoting much time to answeréng her question, he
added, "perhaps an old observer like me sees too much. T have
spent a great deal of time in the slums cf the East--in Boston,

Ilew York, and Balfimore."™ With that background he feeis that he

is particularly sensitive to certain conditions here and elsewhere.
He spoke of &he o0ld people again, and how many of them wait until
dark so that they may get coal for their stoves without being

Seen by others. "I ask them, “Why don't you make your son do itor?®

They answer, 'When we wan: them they're not around.”

He made a few general comments on the gulf between the gen-
erations and concluded his remarks by affirming his desire to be

of service to these uprooted people. after the meeting a few

teachers gathered around and discussed the obligations of parent-

hood and problems of teachers in dealing with their pupils.
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There are about 4000 issei in Manzanar, in addition, we may
roughly estimate the number of kibei at about 500. 4ll in all,
more than one half of the adult population of Manzanar (similar
percentage in cother centers) prefer to read = Japanece language
paper to an English paper. The issei for the most part do not
read English (this is particularly true of issei women) and
those who do read EBnglish after a fashion, prefer to read dapa-=
nese, as it comes easier to them.

at precent there is a scarcity of Japanese reading material,
The coast Japanese language papers (five dailies) have suspended
publication, while Jupanese peri 2l and other printed matter

g %

nger come Irom Japan. & Iew of are subseribers to
one ¢l the three Japanece newspapers publi d in Colorado and

T o £ TR Iy AL . i 3 i R o M g
Utah, but this number is ve 'y ema i, snereiore, tne Jupanese

welcome anything they can ze read From the point of view

eading matter alone, any publication in dapanese at this
is very welcome
Because they are relatively uninformed on #RA
er rules, domestic American news, and
and often vicious ruper
Lo reach every one of
<ibel population in the center, clarifying its
what the american government is doinz for the
The Japanese language paper is the best medium
el and kibel population at

moet and when they need the proper inrfermation.
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WHAT SHOULD SUCH &« PAPER HAVE FOR ITS OBJECTIVES?

Cbviously expenditure of money, no matter how small the
amount, and expenditure of energy in publishing a Japanese
language paper, must éall Ior aceomplishment of definite ob-
Jectives auside from supplying entertainment to the issei
and kibei.

First, the paper must supply correct und .ccurate in-
formation to the issei. This meuns clarifying the WRa policies,
carrying straight news items, expluining the government's war
effort, explaining the issues of the War 48 much as possible
through a cerrect appro.ch.

secondly, and the most difficult objective: the paper
must become a wewpon to win the issei and kibei away from their
pro-axis sympathies and long years of pro-uxis indoetrination;
make them, first "neutral" and then to mobilize them for the
active support of this war on the side of the .llies.

The procecs of counter-propagandizing the issie is a slow
and laborious one. It ha L0 erase many years of mental
c¢onditioning, and therefore, no metter how well the appreach,
how efficient the method, the final objective may be extremely
difficult to attain. But effort toward convinceing them c¢f the
csuperiority of democrucy, instilling in them the hatred towurd
the military elique, and to make them actively and consciously

support this government must be mude now. at iirst efforts

shculd be directed toward making the issei "neutral”, to instill

in them the doubt toward the ultimute victory of Japan
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which they firmly believe, and to show them that only throucgh
the vietory of the United Nations and the application of the

Iour freedoms can the Japanese hope to have peace and’

security.

We shall discuss this more in detail.

BACKGRCUND OF THE
n contemplation and publication of a Japanese languvage
we must, first, of all, study and understand the

ideclogical backzround of the icged political

background:

WUsSt 50 Duck ten years before
ocubbreak c¢i the war, when the dapanese zovernment adopted a

Systematic poliey to indoctrinate in suppert

0L the military azgression in

past ten years, exerted thru Japare: language papers on the

[

Pacific Coast, and throuzh various governmental wnd semi-govern-

their mark upon the minds o¢f the

Are many notewcrtny exceptions, we can
ly all cf the issei are to varying
prosram lollowed by the Japanese
are convinced that only throush military

expansion te the mainland and the couth can Japan get raw

material for her growing industries

» Lood Ior her increasing

population and zn outlet for her people. Bhey believe that

=

the suifering of the Japunece pecple at precent can Ve ccempen-
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ated tenfold when Japan does succeed in Iirmly establishing

her empire. (Therefore, too much emphacsis upon the cuifer-

ing the Japanese people at present will not be particularly
eilective. The giftuation with the Japanese is very much like
bhat of the Germuns, i. e. they recognize the suffering and be-
lieve 1t a8 an end toward ultimate prosperity. &8s long as the
& winning war, this holds
that the reason China has resisted so long
the aid given by "white™ nations to the Chungking
regime. Once the "white" imperialism is driven out of the
Orient the Chinese
economic program. The issei believ hat Japan hus been
sufiering humility after humility at the hands of Buropean
natione in the past eighty > but now she is strong enocugh
irom the Far East, and that the Japanese will
N & harmonious eccnomice bloc among the asiatic naticns
its lead
The issei believe that Japan rssorted to war because the
United States and partvicularly President Roosevelt had been
too uncompromising Had the United States taken & conciliatory

attitude Goward Jap: ; war would not have started.

3i's
believe that the Jews are running thi country 1 making
the sxpense oI other people's misery

Phe majority oif the issei are confident

win this war. Phic opinion may
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the hands of the Japanese army and
& group are exlremely confident of
attitude toward america?

the issei ¢ 1ot have active antagonism toward the
They look upon the asmerican democracy as scmetning that may

be suitable for the american people, but not for Japanese

in Japan. They believe that people zrow "too soft" under

a Democracy and cannot unite in a commen interect. fhe issei

that the american people will not Dbe able to stand up
supreme sacrilice and in due time the discontent of
Jear (00 much burden will change into & demand
ior cecsation of the war. They do «mit Lhat america
vast resources and i sne people and the industries ar
mobilized, Japan will have a difficult time in winnine
war. a4t pre: t the majority issei opinion seems to be that
dJapan will deal a deatl oerfocre this can happen.
tle about smerican
Having lived ocutside the pale of
democratic procedure for so long ac far as political and
econoemic rights were concerned, the issei are unaware oi
history of the country they have lived in for the
teo thirty year: However, many of the icsei are

Ior the chanee they have had in this gountry

Japanese asitations and feelings. Many of

their personal life here with their leeling and sympathy toward

i

Lhe Japanece war program. In other words, the issei tend Go
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The attitude of t} el toward the war and their
convietion on the outcome in favor of Japan is based largely
upon the present military situation the P:

Japan declared war on the United States,
1Traw+ 2 I 2 T oy | ] : $

skeptical of dapan's ¢ ity to
country. w~ubseguent

dong Kong, Putch Bast Indies, Phi

'everse eiiect upon

¢l dapan can

Should

undeocubtedly
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like the one at

nould J:A.L_)_.I’i 's

2 breat, the
to change.
They wi have i o s ot their belief in the
invineibility of Japan badly chak y will feel that
ney cannot return o & country bankrupt from a lesing war.

mey think that it is better to stay

in &Smerica after

war, and 11 they are to remain in tais country, they
muet show their lfoyalty in more

Pheref 3, any publication aimed

caucse ol democracy must conci
probable change in their attitude dependent upeon & change
military situation. When the time of rude awakening cone
Lo the issei it should be comparatively easy
« large Japanece follewing. We sheuld not be

discouraged, then, if we cannot win the ma jority of the

coniidenee 1in the plivlicatien & TAIYETC . naGaer unase Wwaoc will
E ’

work on the publication must expect this chance. They must

15

anticipate a definite turning i
coniusion among the issei when their
by the reality Japanese military

) .
r\l
W
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CARRY QUT THE INDOCTRINATION OF

TSSTT 41D
~0NM I A da A

&t this particular stage, as we Lave'Jlreuug pointed out,
the publication must strive to make icsei and kibei "neutraln
toward this conflict. Fhis is n Ces8ar) ggause having them
in lavor ol Japan makes them a poweriul factor in
children against the latter's eliorts toward
ameriganization. With this as the starting peoint, the publi-
cation, through proper dpproach, car 2ad them sradually toward
americanization, toward active or passive supporf I the war
on the side of the
It is apparent that witl ne issei thinking as they do at
this point in the War, that any ocobvious indcetrination mechani-
pplicaticn of anti-JdJapanese prepazanda to the
nave the copposite

11ch deride the Japanese war

and make
in the publi=-
n such articles
expose thelr own weakne
method of indoctrination chould take : pocLitive course,

approaching thenm where they can be apprcached most easily. We

may begin, for €xumple with excerpts from american history.




The foundation of this country on the principle of democracy,
the role played by such patriots as Patrick Henry, Thomas
Jefferson, Bhomas Paine and cothers. Bogether, with this, the
paper can show the battle ¢f production, how war materials Tor

/

3

the United Nations wre pouring cut from the great arsensls of
america. How the american people in all walks of life are
united in this csupreme war effort. The publication may explain
the United NWations' war aim as stated in the atlantic Charter--
wnat the Ifour Ireedoms may mean to the Japanese in
&nd in Japan. Pranslation of Vice-President Henry Wallace's
n upon the american war aim is another example ¢l the type
material mcst adaptable under the circumstances.

We must, iirst, of all, make the issei start Tdoubting™®

the invineibility of the Japanese war machine. This doubt will

v

the isgsel draw their own conclusions from
the publication.
same time, it is important to point out that contrary
to their present belief that the military defeat of
government will be a disaster to the dapanese
the contrary, the liquidation of the war lords
domination will result in « happier dapan, and that the Japanese
people can tet up a zovernment which will permit the people to
peacefully and in freedom.
In other words, we must sive them a hope in the future

the defeat of Japan. €areiul explanation of the meaning of
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Atlantic Charter, Jenry Wallace's speech and cothers bearing
upon the postwar program ol the allies shiouvld be made. We must
point that benind the present intensilied anti-Japanese feeling

in the United States is the calm, rational, democratic spirit
of the people who will £till remain Iriends of the Japanese.
forgetting that issei are fathers and mothers of ameri-
we should attempt te make them realize that nisel's

in America, and to hamper or criticize the

ts to display his loyalty te this country.

WHAT SORT OF ARTICLES SHCULD THE PUBLICATICNS CONTAIN.
Certainly the best approach must be one that will, Iirsd
all, win the confidence cf the readers. In this conneetion,
study of types of articles which will go intc it will De
interrelated with the previocus disc
irtieles must be written simply, to guit the literacy- level
difficult characters should be discouraged,
toe many abstract thfoughts. 2ZThe content
should be well balanced with non-political articles, pure news,
human st stories an neouragement of literary talent
humor 4& well as

pleacant articles

publication well read by them. @iving

ible to comtributioris, wialen are nos
of course, will help to make the readers
interest in the paper. 4s for political

items most suited at present nag been discucssed
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TRANSLATION: An important consideration at thic point is

the translation of Bnglish articles into Japenese. Lortunately

we nave 50004 many capable translators in Manzanar. Fuch of
the publication can be Obtained Irom
jcod, readable translation is of

importance.
In translating, the Bnglicsh translation must

facile and wccepted Japanese' Japenese. Too literal translation,

although accurate, will result in awkward J: wnile too

locse or Iree trancslation ma) tentimes recult in distortion.

may be able to inelude
articles dealinz with schoo probiems, children's pr blems, home
relationship and clothing.

4+

48 &a racial group, the Japanese appreciate deeds of sacrifice

and heroism. We will do well to play up instances cof courage

and nercism on the part of american soldiers Lo show that this

virture is not the menopoly of the Japanese people.

BRIEF
PAPERS.
To determine the reading habits of the
sider the five daily
With minor editorial difference: We may consider them
together because they all fo wed the came pattern Bf
& strong pro-Japan

news 1lrcw the Crient they dependec n the Demei news

gservice whie ig n orfficig Domei




lined from important cities of Burope were also widely used.

fne rest of the wire service were translations of ameriean

gervice "lifted"™ from local american papers.

wire

Bxelucive use of Domei dilspatches n: ally gsave tGo the

issel readers & highly colored, propazandized, pro-axis slant

in reports Irom Japan and elciewhere and the

no opportunity to question the authenticity of

had accepled the Domei so completely that one of the

plaints Ireguently heard in Manzanar is that they can't

"impartial” news from .merican newspapers sold here.
s8ide Ifrom the Pomei, + papers carried Iuture nevws

they clipped firom the Jap: newspapers in Japan.
& & &

variably dealt with stories of saerifice of the

M

Turther the Japanese war cause or deeds ¢f heroism in the China

campaign.

Bmphasis of the news was placedé upon racialism of the
& ¥

Japanese. Contribution ofi the local Japanese to the military

and encouraged. Opinions of wvisitors

Japan on the greatness of the empire were prominently
Ci.‘_LJl‘_‘,}'E!G in most papers.
In general, in crder to please the
always made it a point to translate articl
Japanecse. ; ; / 21 that the isseil
really uninformed about

american people toward the Japanese military programn.

(=}
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of the issei and kibei and have their following, they will not
hesitate tc use violence and intimidation in order to reach
their objective. <Lhey form an extremely dansz=rous
¢ne that should be suppressed saverely.
wince the publication will be devoted to a definite program,
ne matter how smoothly and innocuously this program i precented,
he publication cannot compromise on its prineiples. If the
ditors of the publicaticn are under duress and influence of
these pro-Japan elementc, the entire cbjective of the publication
will be defeated.
is clear. The publication will be & pro-.merican
organ iirmest opposition will come from rabid prou-dapan
elements. The WR. administration must give every encouragement
eaitors Lo maintain thei intezrity and must give them
protection asainst unwonted attacke from these quarters.
the came the WRA s8hould dispose of the: incerrizibles
and censcious anti-democratic individuals s il it will set an
example te the rest. The adminictration must demcnstrate the Taect
that this is america at war and any attempt to interfere with the
war eilorts, attempts at discrediting the war aims, attempis to

influence its citizens to side with the enemles, attempts to

intimidate the cutspoken preo-america individuals will be severe-

-

ly dealt with &and punished.
Irom this element, gensral

accept the paper on its face value,




WHO SHOULD SURSIDIZE THE PAPER?
Th brings the discussion to the question ¢f who shsll

publish the newspaper. Opinions have been expressed that the

people should run their own newspaper with & minimum of inter-

ierence Irom the administration. Joviously this would be &

souna democratic procedure to follow, were it not Ior certain

confitions and situation: lhe evacuee newspaper or publication

with a definite pro-america editorial pelicy is one of the
exceptions for the fellowing
(1)@ It is difficult to maintain & definite
pro-america policy when the majority of its
reacers are accustomed to pro-Jdapan publications.
The majority will exert its precsure upon
litorial policy, particularly when the
Japanece themselves run the paper.

y

(). The Iinancial support of the paper by the

Lo ~

Japanese will turn into & club over the heads

bhe editars o

paper conlorm to their own liking.

he pubdlication should be free from this kind of inTluence

and to make it independent of the presaure, it should be sub-

gidized directly by the

D0 WE NEED A CENTRAL PRE!
Ehe answer to this guestion is, yes.
Japanese newspaper will zo long way in influencinz the

residents in this country, beth inside

+he _lgnt can pe




printing facili

discussicn.

in & center or cutsic

nt one news

yweral others, upon

Japanese publicatlon tc indoctrinate

technical nature, such a&s plant equipment

yeen left eut of Gthe
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In the hospital today, a group of us had a discussion on the

new army orders and the reported speech of Myer in which he stated

)]

0,000 INisei would be given an opportunity to volunteer for mili-
tary service or later would bLe drafted.

One Nisei stated that he had abandoned his plans for re-
settlement. "What's the use of establis? g ourselves in the
Middle West if we'll be put into army in a short time. I'm
going teo wait and see what happens

another expres: his anxiety about post-war a«djustment.

to notning, he complained. "Caucasian
will have at least their
$ have been disposses
farme on which they previously lived are rapldly deteriorating.
In two or three years there wi e nothing for the Issei to
to. Zhe
great portions
never ¢
larms or Lucinecses. FPerhape they T be to return
to the Pagific Coact tes and will have to establish themselves

in a totally new enviromment in a disturbed pest-war america.”

n 2 5 b 2 =P e S =] i ] 4% Lo 40 r s Y T ]
well . ™ one Nisei commented, <h ©2,000 Nisei,

the army will have to have a mobile cptical unit to take

bvare Care
01 tne optometric problems of the Nisei soldiers.

felt that this step knceked the

t gXcept where
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Despite the

roblems that drafting

D
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importance in ) war amerigsa .
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gan.” . Fhe soldiers m ioned h Cl thers who
understood little Hng n were apprehended and
interned thnough none of

of FPezarl Harbor.

tunately, many prominent communi leaders huve been

iragmentary, they

L
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comic and ‘ ¢ experienc 3T L




Robinsen, who is the head of the nursery schools,

3=

two oI the evacuee gzirls to eat lunch with her.
ol them began talking about love and
glrls are about 19 or 204
them has been going with the same-Iellow for about two

hiring

the sourse ol sation she has said that
dered how it would be

and. d U 8uppose she ever would

-

kiss. MNe, of course not
Mariane, they love each othe they bear children.
nasn't anything to with love That is something entirely
separate.

Mariane asked

The conversaticn then ULPNEG/BL beliefs on sex durs

adolescence ne o he ziry wald that when she first bezan
te menstrate ner mother told her tnuv shne must never let a man
‘touch her ¢ interpreted this to mean that 1f & man touches
her during this time, she would become bregnant. ©Bhe didn't
knew how children were 2orn until she

schoecl. One of the

movies was not

and that




Yfollowing is the list of questions compiled by Lorne

Huyke for the use of the €aucasians in interviewing applica

ave g

ATTTTIT O - ' ST A T --"1'"1 T ”TT"_‘
rio LUH g B !

kil o AL | Sulin s

applicant’'s work experience with Caucasians

Has applicant worked with cr for Caucasian: very
much, or come in contact a great deal with Caueca-
sians in the course of his work?

Coumunity buckground

did the appli-
sec
ANg g orrdid
ne live in a Caucasian neishborhood o
lar-removed Irom colony influences?

ele
3 i

d 1Larm 3

dociul life at

Did applicant confine his activities to Japanese
student clubs or muke a« real attempt to mix with
other americans? wpecifically, in what organiza-
tions?

RBelizious activities

Was mgyLicmnt at all interested back home? If S0,
wCtivities narrow in scope, cor did he
parlicipate in non-sectarian organizations or take
part in the work of religious councils seeking to
gcorGinate the efforts of different denominations?

were ‘_li..

£ 1 Y
0ol lLoyalty

does applicant think about Japanese-americans
18ting in the army or lgvy Lang guage Schools?

What is his attitude toward evacuation®?

What does he think of incidents like that waich
cccurred at Manzanar on Pearl Harber Day?

Does h emcticnully feel any attraction toward
Japan? If it were possible for him to return to

LR

i n ol a eity

nts




dapan, woulC he take adwantage of the cpportu-
nity? How does the news of Japanese victories
or deleats aifect him? I alien, would he take
out clitlzenship papers if allowed to £0?

Residence in Japan

what was his reascn for being in Jupan? DPid he
attend schoel? ¥or how long? If born in this

country, what did he think ef Japan?
J 3

Coreespondence with residents of Japan

Until the outbreak of war did he correspond with
(> ]

relatives or Iriends in Japan? For what pur-
pose? How [requently?

Weuld applicant need to aid those left vehind
in this Projeet? '

Checking applicant's ilorms

heck applicant’s answers to guestions on WRa
orms to see il accurately completed. 4lso,
some anctwers may call for further inguiry or
veriidcation.
Iesides Lorne and Clara Bogorad who are on leave section,
& numoer ol other people aided the ave section in theirinter-
viewing. Finally the project lean ection was notified t hat
the interviews were no longer e8ary and could ve dispensed
with. That was guite in line witn the way some of us Ifelg
&bout the interviews, lor we had found that pecple answered hhe
estions in the way they thougsht we wanted them to answer the
juestions. +he questions were worded in 4 blunt fashion. Mone

Caucasian interviewers were tkilled at

The recult was that the interviews themselves nere

worthless and fai o accomplish any of the things that

were designed to fulfill.
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The guestioms ¢n loyalty were considered by Mr. Huyke to be

cf the greatest importance. DBut lhese were worded in such a way

that a =200d indicationm oi the individual'’s loyalty could not he

gained through them I feound in the interviews that I had with
Nisei, that &l iesticons on what they think of the evacuation
were ancwered almost in the same way by all of them. The gueg-
tions were answered in the way the Nisel thousht we would want
them to be answered, and would facilitate their leave clearance.
The usual recponse of the Nisei to guestions on the evacuation
was, "Well, we didn't like the evacuation--~it's just one of those
"The evacuation was unfortunate, but it was alter all

Kisel acserted they

little coneerned about its

did not make an issue c¢f

loyalty through
pursued the matter in
gome 18 ed a number of p
"How would
the person
interviewed in answering these g stions, he made note of
He took upon himself to scecld peeple being inter-
elt that their attitude wasn't exactly what he
wanted be , several Yeaucasians have reported, and he effended
a '‘number c¢f Nisei whom he interviewed, Icor some oI them carried

1 r s - ~ P A - = - a e . -~ T e e AS ST
their le t cther Caucasians. & number of the Eaucasian

1 .

interviewerse likewise rec ted his manner towards the evacuees.




oringineg of ey
hall, O'Brien said that the teuchers

DeLause tney were s damned

valuable and, at present, irreplacable member L the staff

418 not wanbt T down at the table

1. 2 - 1

thing to We tc brins them mess
Instezd
cook a

damned

10icism ena pressure

should be wnderstocd better.

perzonnel mess was not dor

>
be done here!

in the colony, then

) Lo
¥

taeir homes.

if. they are your

nest relations with ¢

YO0 A

worst thing a member of

assocliated publiely too much with

hall.

11 evacuee.

uee would in time be suspect deing an informer.

Walter Sukamoto wae in ! because he' had assoclated

witnh the Throckmorton's.

oo

a4 pabltern--

niuch
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wherever there had been trouble it wae DLecause somecne Wwas
pected of being an informer.
He said the teachers and some cother people who were emotion-
al about this situation prevented the WRa from doing its work.
On the topic of relationship vetlween evacuess and stali
gaid that they had 5 Zood relaticnship as on of
contact did the tea-
were Elberson and
answered that those two were not typical. O©'Brien
mentioned F. Smith and his wardens and Falr Practice Board.

Carter's answer was "That stinks. O'Brien eriticized

becauce of his impractical attitude. When a case
before him, he just suys, "How you won't do that agai will you?"™
J'Brien gaid he wouldn't mind his attitude so mugh, but when
treatment was given to a federal cifemnse--that is,; ol
a Tederal warehouse--that was Jjust tco much. ©On
up for a federal charge. II they
nall g unt that hey will go to federal priseon,
Carter maintained that Jacouy trying to educate, tp pust
the point that anything taken in the colony was robbing the

P L fo L RN " T, 17 SRS R On i, oot ; - an 2 e B b4 .
entire COmMUNLILGY . tThe difference Detween you and JaCO0Y, aid

Carter,"is that you wunt to discipline, and Jacoby wants to

cate.®™ "Yes, but in the outside world you are just told to

off Feferal property cor else,"™ said O0'Brien. "That dcesn't

o

change anythinz,™ said Carter, "EFhe outside world is still wrong.
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to educate than to discipline.”™

of federal offense the Progect Director shculd try

LA vl

C'Brien's last words.
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nn the segond d&;
Two old bachelors would sive any preferences on the lesve
¢learance lorm because they i nobt wish € leave camp. 0One of
the cooks said he would only leave t} > to return to Tacoma

because of his az n¢ ipDpD ) He said Pacoma was the

alter
slnee Lt lmpocs
was Qangerous con the

T ’ o S 5 . i F e 1- ol
Japanecse bLeing in. Hew York-~the

apply for repatriation. My assistant almost

vineed that application Ior rep wae not wise

Y

suddenly ‘ot up and left. the | CK m ser's comment was

1 Like th at make it tough for the rest of us,™ and

hig deglsiocn was nasty
ngt the 1 W Was dl;ﬁJT;
done & good deal of harm
"Good riddance

s form T op

‘eminded
pottom, and
M-l GER-BIES8T,
cirls whom I registered decided to put housework

vocation. comment was "anythlns o
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One of these girls called out to cne ¢f the fellows
you going to join the Jap regiment?® In answer to
answered, "I wish I could.™ The tone of both

definitely not a happy one.

4 story heard todzy--February 1ll, 1943

The moter pool gave a party the other nizht to which seven
pounds cil stolen buloney was donated by one of
the motor pool. Phe culprit was found and confessed that he
been asked to take it and just couldn't refuse. Poday an inter-
departmental memo came out as & joke of some of the group thank-
ing this individual for his cont#ibution. The
was somewhat amused but at the came time furious.

- --
1

him that an inter-office memo was used. He said that he would

171

take the fellow to the aAlturas Jail and if ) @5 'y to Klamath

Falls until he got a conviction.
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MISCELLANY

There have been a number c¢f interesting reaction cn the part
@zucaeians in regard to the registration of evacuees for mili-
ice and leave clearance.
teachers have definite reactions Ior they have bsen
gistrabticn. & number
Zgainst being used

2 diglidke of
individyals

people scheduled

respect and geood

irected towards

expressed in a few small incidents
balls and tin cans at the teachers. These inci
few, but less tangible evidences of the resentment have been

it have come both Ircm Nisel and from
gachers
4 number of teachers who are pacifistic: y inclined refused
to reglster. One girl filled cut the leave clearance, while he
gecretary filled out the military forms. Jcmeone sent Mr. Wilder
around asking about the reactions c¢i teachers to evacuee reactions.

m1

Ihe young lady told what she was doing. he notes that Mr.

Wilder took got into the hand i Hayes beiore the former
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eould delete certain passag Hayes, agecording to Mp. I—Iurknegsl

superintendent of schcols, wanted to force all thoce who were

Peonscientious objectors™ or the ifemale equivalents from the

-

WRA payrcll. Hayes felt this refusal te take part in resistra-
S - =

o

tion was a refusal to do government work. This was grounds, he

mgintalned, for diesmissal from fthe WRA.

To this argument the teachers replied that they were not

to do that sort of work. It is a nasty job te be projected

involved asked Ifor leave of absence and

4.

they asked to teach for nothing but that was

efused,

beyond congsideration.

whnen it appeared that only two te: ' were invelved in !

refusal to participate in 1 eg i ation, the administraticn

was ready to dismisg them. In fact, two teachers were asked to

resign and their terminations had already been signed. It soon

became evident that instead of Ltwe people

ingident would cause the vermination of ten or twelve more. .

Harkness was cognizant of the fact that ne was losing some of

nis finest instructors:. It would nave thrcwn the hizgh school

into an upheavel, s¢ great that school could hardly have Leen

resumed. &leming, the Divicsion Head, conierred with Goverley

on the problem.

t

The administration made every cconcegsion--the

achers were zranted leaves.
Corliss Carter in speakinz of the incident speculated, "I

teachers will learn a lesson Irom this demonstration




¢f the effeet of numbers.”

It seems evideut that most people feel the reglstration has

a very unsatisfactory manner.

registration arose, no one scemed able to answer
issues that would obviously rise under the circumstances.
one had sufficient information, apparently to clarify the situa-
tion Irom the beginning. 4 number of staff members felt that
the whole difficulty could have been avoided by proper and

positive presentation. Jacoby, Don Blberson, Carter, Montzomery,

Robinson and others felt this to be true.

For several days it has been obvious that regisvrabion will

Lo pe taken Ilrom the block managers' oifices to places fap-
from bleck pressures. Today orders have come out whieh
'ganize the whole registration program. It is obvious now
that the army is serious about the registration and that it nas

to be carried out.

Reglstration will now be conducted in the administrative
Blementary and Jjunior nilgh school teachers will ¢onduct

gistration. High school teachers are being reliéved of

and are being sent back to school. High school

convenes Monday--1t is felt that in as much &s high school was
elosed for the harvest season and will probably be closed dnring
sprinz planting, it is therefore better to use elementary &chool
It has been made clear that registration of male Nisei

is obligatory.

In speuking to the elementary school teachers, @overly

stated this afterncon, "We have been weak, but now we will be strong.”
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a major in the army was present and spoke of the aad effects news
of the results ol registration here would have upon the resettle-
ment program and upon the army policy. He expressed a Iervent
hope that opposition would cease and that the Niseil would parti-
cipate fully in the registration prosram. 4aceordineg to one re-
port, he spoke cmlmly and with an understanding cf the issues
invelved in this mattsr. according to another "he surely told
(o 3130 5 5 1y

The elementary cchocl teachers were iniformed that they must
notily the Internal Security Divieion of any iniractions oI .rmy
dralt rezulations concerning hindrances to the draft registration.

Reactions amonzg the Caucasianc e varied as could well be

expected. The expressions of attitudes

Io some the failure of the resgistration thus far is nothing

another indication c¢i the perversigy of these pecple--
Ne zood ecan, in fact, be expected of them.
characterizes the following individuals; Lorne
€lara Bogorad, lMrs. Stevens, Marsaret Lucas, and cthers
administrative stail and among the teachers. Huyke
™

that the Nigei ouzht to be "dammed gZlagd

te join the army."™ Somecne drily remarked

that Lorme has rejoiced in the ract that he has a child which

fact will keep him out of the army longer--and that he has ad-

viced others to do likewise. Frank smith expressed himielf thus.
"Y told the Niseil in my office 'You guys told me you wWanted a

4.

chance to join the army. Well, I believed that; I teld every




e
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visiting foreman and every viciting military man that the Hiseil

should have a chance t¢o Jjoin the army. and now lock, what's

o

wpong with you Zuys What're trying to do, make a sucker out of
negLy
cf Oaucaslang among both the administrative
have expressed a more sympabthetic attitude.
words c¢f one c¢i tne teachers:
the bitterness
the evacuation and the discrimination they nave felt nere in
america. We cean see how these thinge influence their thinking
meanning of loyalty ior them. Bubt if they wani to
Tnited States aiter the war, if they want to reset=
the army, if their »nrimary loyalty is to america,

Hem register. ' is 50 dmportant that they regsigfer
guickly and readily lest news of the difficulties nere reaeh those
individuals and groups walch wre defiermined tC‘UuiL dJapansse=
AlE

r words, other individuals have expressed the same

the same fe: Elberson, &obinson, Jagbby, Carter,
Montgomery, Fleming, et al among the adminictrabive staily Barbul,
Kirven, Desper, Light, Starmer, Durkin, Smoyer, et al among the
teaghers.

Thare uare among the teachers, = number ¢L individuals wWho

would not participate in e registration for the drait. TIhese

people nuve taken leaves ¢l absence 0 mgde othey arrangements

to aveid that participation.
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The camp is now infinitely more disturbed then it has ever
been. The situation is in a constant SUate o0l Ilux. Under the cir-
cumstances it is diffieult to anticipate wha. § the next few hours
will bring. The whbole picture ean alter in =« number of decigive
ways in the following few days.

There is « terrific potential force loose
incident to turn the camp into «n infiernc.
the strength of that still latent force.

One thing which is extremely Iortunate in the present Situvatiom
is the faet that Walter Tsukamoto has been removed from the com-
munity. His presence ccould easlly supply the needed flame to the

0 lar the opposition is the aggregate of block op-
tne unified opposition of the community. There has
been no rallying point to effect unity of all bloecks.

Blocks differ widely in their reactions to the present
In certain blocks the situation is infinitely more critical

in others. Registration in & few bBlock is fairly complete,

¢thers it hasn't begun. In some block the issue of registration

became a« matter for personal Gecision; in other bloecks great pressure

is being exerted.to prevent people from registering.
The situation is hard to measure cBjectively for we can zet
but & part of the picture-~fragments picked up from sundry sources

which when pieced together leave greut gups. There is s0 muech con-

ilicting evidence to be weighed and evaluatdéd. We have made g4




ctnscicus effort to remuin as eulm and sturdy as we can, for the
situation demands that. We do not wish to overstate the serious-
ness oI the crisis nor do we wish to underestimate it.

o one has Deen left untouched by the present situation. Bvery
one has heard various fragments of information, sundry rumors, and
witnessed =« certain number of events which bear on the problems.
Yet nc one seems to fully understand the fituation--~-there is no
person who knows how to cope with the crisis.

Good evidence exists that of all persons in tné administrative
staff, Dr. Jacoby has the deepest understanding of the problems
involveé in the registration and application for repatriation. He
is filled with anxiety and deep concern--he has confessed that, but
his appreoach te the problems involved seem remarkably calm and
reascned.

Jacoby is intimately concerned with the supervision of the
registration and repatriation, as head of Internal Security. Be-
cause of his position in the WRa he has limited facilities for
tapping the community feelings and pressures in detail. He cannct

-
v
Ly

use his wardens--or will not--for anything except as communi
police. He realizes that to use them as a source of information
would create an impossible situation. The wardens would not be

able to Ifunction effectively in the community. In the second place

no one cares to visit him and explain things in detail to him, foe

to be seen with the hewd ¢f Internal Security is now dangerocous fox

an evacuee.




Jacoby's secretary comes from Block 4 which is one ¢f the
xgxx most extremely diffiecult blocks. aslthough he wants very
badly to tap any possible source of information to establish ecor-
roborating evidence on several Kibei in that Bleck he will not

her for any information. To do so would obviously spell trouble
her. Jacoby is tempked to pick up all the Xibei in the bloek
have signified their intentions to repatriated. Yet he is
fully aware that sueh action may cause serious trouble. He is
faced with a dilemma in this regard. He want very much to remove
those individuals who are exertmfing heavy pressure on Nisei. we
is deeply concerned about the Nisei Cn the other hand he is cer-
tainly cognizant‘oi the aiff lties involved in large scule ap-
prehensions.

Dr. Jucoby has never made any substantial use of stool pigeons

but he would be willing to do so0 nowiil only there were some way

0f accecomplishing his ends without the danger of discovery and the

evils that would attend. There are = number of individuals in the

community whom he suspects. OCne of them is Procfessor Ichihashi.
There iz, however, no way for him to gather sufficlient evidence

on Ichihashi as much as Jacoby wants such information. On the

one hand he wants te do everything to protect Nisei who huve sig-
nified their loyalty and %o remove® the pressure upon them by

other members of the community. On the other hand he wants te take
ne action that will precipitate a unified muss movement and pessible

bloecd shed.




Dr. Jacoby is Tighting marshall law. "I want,” he asserted
"to do nothing that will Jeopardize the future of the Japanese in
the United States. When I feel that I cannot any longer dc justice
te my job I will step down. When the services of a trained inp-
vestigator are needed, T will resign for I am not trained Lor that
work."

Jacoby's opposition to marshal law is not the faector which
prevented its acceptance yesterday. The only thaing which prevent
the declaration of marshall law was the guestien posed by the Major
in charge of the military draft: "are you prepared Go shoot at
those individuals who resist military order? are you ready fer
Dloed shed." The answer so far has been no.

The position of the projeect director in this ecrisis is natur-
ally extremely important, although it is diffieult to describe in
detail.

Coverley denies the assertion that the registration program
lacked the proper publieity. Despite this denial the fuct remains
that the manner in which the matter was introduced is a very large
factor in the negative response. The issues offer the declaration daf
loyalty to the United States cn the part of the Issei were not an-

swered immediutely. The issues grew and accumulated other igsues

like a rolling stone. This phenomena has been witnessed time and

time again in the project experience.

There were no careful explanations of the program in the heg-
inning. No one anticipated the questions and issues that might be
expected to arise. No one on the project seemed able to answer

these guestions when they did arise. Wasnington had to be ¢onsulted




and the delay has been important.
Coverley is of ccourse new in the project; he is not deeply

versed in the pecple anéd the problems of Tule Lake. Since he has

come here he hus lead a secluded perscnal life which is in sharp

contrast tc that of Elmer Shirrell. Perhaps the comment of pr.
Fleming upon meeting Coverley has scme bearing here. "7 do not
think,™ he remarked drily, "that we will be calling Mr. Coverley,
'‘Harvey'."™ That remark is particularly significant for it char-
acterizes the relaticns between himself and members of the Cau-
¢asian staff. It is even more applicable to the gvacuees. Shir-
rel spoke of the evacuees as his "children" anéd he meant it
cerely. For this he hus Deen criticized as being paternal;
alsc been criticized for his "Jap loving," to many this is
dinal sin &nd the mERX source of all community woes.

The most frequent criticsm of Mr. Coverley are related
this faetor.

(1) Coverley has made himself quite inaccesible to
the evacuees. Mr. Coverley is above &all an
sdministration who regards this project as
Just another governmental agency that must be
administered efficiently. Shirrell, rightly
Cr wrongly, war far more concerned with the
human element.

The Community Council was recently dis-
turbed by the faet that its representatives
had to wait for a position on Coverley's cal-
endar in order to seem him. Noboru ohirai, ex-
ecutive secretary of the Council, bluntly told
the director that in times of erisis at least
he might well make himself more available.

Coverley hus not attempted to establish
the wide personal contacts in the colony that
shirrell maintained. In a erisis such as this
the personal relations, or laeck .of it, with a
large ‘number of evacuees could be of substan-
tial importance.




(3) Coverley has been very blunt in
regard to the resettlement program.
He asserts bluntdy that all these
people will have to be resettled in
the Middle West. . number of evacuees
react negatively to this bluntness. They
ileel that perbaps they are beins rushed
intec somethning. It has added to a feel-
ing of insecurity on the part of scme in-
dividuals. This perhaps has added to the
rumors that when cne signs leave elearance
applications, one has to leave the pro-
Ject.

a8 Don Elberson has pointed ocut, the

minute the evacuees feel they are being
so0ld a bill of goods, when they feel they
are being rushed into something they don'g
§uite understand, there is = sharp neg-
ative reation.

The Council also feels that Coverley has mmk placed them in an

especlally difficult position. «¢cording to a4 member of the Council

that body feels that the WRE4 has agaln placed it in a serious posi-
tion. The Couneil, he stated, is not consulted when an important
issue is to Dbe presented to the community. The administration pre=-
sents the issue without the benefit of Counecil advise. dhnen the
Situation becomes gr: he affair is then dumped in the lap of the
Council.for their wetion. The Body has nothing to do with prevent-
Ihg the serious issues from arising, but once they have arisen they
must deal with those issues.

The Council has taken a stand for the registration of Misei
but in doing so it faces tremendous criticism, opposition, and per-

sonal threats directed againet its members.




Jcme members of the Caucasian staff are trying with great ef-
fort to acguaint themselves with the true issues--to learn what is
really occurring in the community. They are sincere in desiring to
Judge the crisis fairly and objectively. &uch people as Felming,
Carter, Montgomery, Robinson, Elberson, Jucoby are certainly in-
c¢luded in this group.

There are a great proportion of the "appointed personnel™ who
feal that in this crisis the Jupanese have revealed themselves, Ais
Mr. Peck expressed it, "A handful of these pecple are good, another
handful tainted but may be still salvaged, but ninety percent of
them are botten to the core.”

It is interesting to note that Coverley has not shown the hu-

man understanding that might be expected of him.in this crisis,

This incident will illustrate. Harry Mayeda has given long and

excellent service as the successor of Waller, former Recreational
Director. MNayeda is in addition a leader among the Misei and has
demonstrated his loyalty in many ways. He has maintained close
business and personal relations with members of the "administrative
personnel.” When Coverley found that Mayeda's father and sister
had upplied_ror repatriation, Coverley told him that he me longer
trusted him. Harry was, of course, deeply hurt. T do not know
wnether it is wise to judge from this one incident, yet it is able
to reveal something.

among the Nisei and Kibei one hears frequentXx discussions on
some cf the issues invelved in the crisis. There is the yuewtion

concerning the security of the family that Nisei frequently pose.




What will happen to the family cof a Nisel who is drafted? Will they
be sent to Japan? Will they be kept here? Will they De forced to
resettle?

The issue of the evacuation plays a large part in the minds of
most evacuees, naturally enough. The issue of eivil liberties has
been brought up, guestions on persecution and discrimination after
the war have been asked. No definite promises on future poliey to=-
Wards Japanese-.mericans has been made and this lack is sorely
felt.

4 young Nisel waiting to register asked several yuestion of
the Lieutenant. The Nisei usked if racial prejudice against the
Nisel would be lessened after the war if they took an achive part
in the war. He also asked what the position wojld be as far as

etting Jjobs, and what would happen to their parents. The answer
of the Lientenant was, "You'll just have to shift for yourself
Just like anybody else. The United States government isn't going
to do anything about racial prejudice, you'll have to do it your-
self. The I'isei then asked, "What are we fighting for theneor

The answer was, "It's your duty tc your country." The Nisei got

angry and walked away from the registration cffice.

One of the cther military men aiding in the registration was

exceedingly curt tc¢ a young Nisei who had taken out repatriation
papers and then decided to register and swear alleglance to the

United States. The sergeant was uncohncerned wnd impersonalX$ and
scomewhat short with him. "United States Guv'munt says you gotta

make up your mind, cne way or the other, its about time you did it/!




o0 far 2,000 application blanks for repatriation have been
requested and about 450 of them have been returned. Yesterday after
noon the army wired the project director to stop the repatriation
process until after the registrution has been completed. .11 people
must register, if it isn't done voluntarily it will be-done by forece.
Yesterday 175 out of 250 people scheduled registered.

Wnen the repatriation blanks were no longer being handed out a
mob of approximately 150 marched up to the desk at the door of the
administration building and demanded the application blanks. nirls
in the administrative office became apprehensive und scme of them

began to ery irom fear. One of the gxiefaxefxBakiax assistant

chiefs of Internal Seeurity, Krissovieh went out to gepeak to the

assembled evacuees. He explained the corder and the ceroud Zradually
persed. There were some who mumbled about zettinz the keto.
' The whole issue ofer repatriation arcse cover u misreading
0L a telegram from Washington. This telegram concerned registration.
It stated that all persons over 17 must register except thcse who
have applied for repatriation. It is reported that in cther centers
this was interpreted to mean that only those who had alreuldy ap=-
plied for repatriation were exempt. Coverley felt that applicatioms
for repatriation may s well he continued. They were and then
came the deluge.

Wow the stopping of the repatriation program--once well under-
way--threatens to increase difficulties. Block 42 last nizght gave
an ultimatum tc¢ Jacoby when he spoke to them in an open alr assem-
bly. The people would register only if the repatriation applie-

ations were available.




Br. Jacoby feels that in the ease of Nisei who hage filled
applications for repatriation there should be an opportunity given
them to reconsider their application when the panie subsides.

"It wound not be fair not to give them this chance,” he asserted.
Cne young manlwhem Jacoby knows surprised him by reguesting applie-
ation blanks. Today he came to get she papers baek for he hzd had
an all day session with his parents and the whole family decided

to remain in this country. The young man was tear-eyed, but tre-

mendously relieved Dby the family decision.

Other young pecple have destroyed their blanks or sigﬁified
their intention to dieregard the Dblanks obtained by their parents.
It is obvious that a great upheaval is occurring in many families
these days and that out of the eonfliet will come a decision one
way or the cther. By postponing the repatriation process until
after registration it is hoped to have the comsideration of the
issues involved take place under calmer conditions than exist now.

Today the registration seems to be progressing in the same
propbrtion that it did yesterday. There do not seem to be the
came number of individuals gathered in informal meetings in the
colony as there were yesterday.

In conclusion it must be reiterated that no one has an ade-
gquate understanding of the whele crisis, no Caucasian or evacuee

with whom Hanny and I have talked. e know of no one who really




who can anticipate the direction of the present ecnfliet. The
person coming thkosest to an understanding, despite the handicaps
underwhich he is labering, is Dr. Jaceby.

Mestzefzghe The Caucasians, no matter how understanding and
nc matter how sympathetic, cannot guite grasp some ¢ the issues
involved in the crisis. For example Miss Montgomery of the seccial
welfare department makes a sincere effort to understand the probelms
that confront her department. But it is hard for scmeone not steep d
in Criental eulture to grasp the nature of the Japanese family unid.
She finds it difficult to understand a 29 year old FNisei man wheo
cannot make a decision until he has talked the problem over with
him parents.

Blocks differ widely in their respeonse to the erisis.

sex distribution of the inhabitants of the Dloek, the

number of those who have resided or been educated in Japan is
important, the adership of the Dbloek, the type of block manager,
the origin of the inhabitants all have their importance in in-
fluencing the reaction.

In general people from the NMorthwest have responded far RJetter
than thcese from the Sacramentc area. MNisei from the Hawaiian JIs-

lands x&x® have responded whele heartedly tc the registration.

This, in general, is the picture as we can outline it now.

Hanny and Bob Billigmeier.




