


CONFIDENTIAL

Jan. 5,1943

Captain Ellis M« Zacharias
Office of Naval Intelligence* ハ /?
Navy Department 
Washington, D. C #

* Dear Captain Zachariass

Confirming our recent conversations I want to express 
in writing my appreciation of your visit and your offer of 
help in discovering disloyal individuals In our relocation 
centers and safeguarding the public Interest in segregating 
or otherwise dealing with them. The list of suspected 
individuals in your own files, which you offered to furnish, 
will be of great assistance to us*

We would appreciate also receiving from you any analyses 
or studies which your office has made of various JapareBe 
group activities or organizations• The Importance of such 
organizations both as focal points of disturbance or as 
nuclei for educational program is of course apparent.

Prom time to time we will be submitting to you additional 
names of individuals whose activities at the centers raise 
doubts as to their pro-American aympatMes， Your check of 
these people In your files will be very much appreciated.

Sincerely yours,

/s/ D. S. Myer 

Director



AIH MAIL 
CONFIDENTIAL

January 7# 1943

Mr. D. S. Myer
Director, War Relocation Authority 
Barr Building
17th and Eye Streets, W #
Washington, D, C.

Dear Mr, Myers

I am not positive that you wanted me to answer your 
confidential letter to all Project Directors of December 24. 
Mevertheles§ I will attempt to give you some of my ifeas 
and answers concerning your questions.

1 . a. If the term wdisloyal elementsw can be expanded to
in elude ■broublemakers and agitators, the answer is definitely
yes.

The segregation of tills type of individuals is absolutely 
necessary for the orderly operation of any project,

2• There are, in my belief, certain Individuals in each Center 
who are continually agitating for disloyalty and, through 
such aglgation, obstructing the program not only of the Au- 
thority are obstructing the willingness of loyal In­
dividuals In each Center and causing either work stopages, 
slowdowns, or wasteful practices on the Projects* A complete 
list of these individuals is practically impossible to secure 
as only a small number of individuals who are working in 
this manner are out In the open where the administration has 
an opportunity to know who they may be. further, loyal per­
sons on the Project hesitate to release names of individuals 
tinder present conditions in the fear that they may become known 
and that action by the disloyal group would be taken against 
them, ^uch lists could be prepared from time to time if it 
were possible to take rather rapid action on segregating such 
people after the lists were prepared#

3 # If a policy of segregating disloyal and obstructive Indivi­
duals were adopted, It is my belief that the reaction on
Center would be a l i  fo r  the good provided th a t  the prsona who
were to be segregated were only given sufficient notice to 
permit them to pack their belongings and be immediately removed 
from the Center. My feeling is that they should not be given 
24 hours notice but that they should be moved the day they 
are notified so that no time should be given them to stir up 
more agitation In the community. It Is ray feeling that if 
tb.es© elements were removed in small groups from "time to tiiw 
the leaders of the community woulfil immediately see what WRA 
had in mind and sufficient support would be given to the In- 
tanal Security force so that care could be taken of practically 
any problem*
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4 • エで segregation were decided upon, I would definitely re- 
c〇Bmi6n(3. tH© foil owing groups oi* c&t6|?ori6s for s ©̂ pŝ o.'bionj

a » A H  those who have applied for repa七piation.

All issei bachelors, with the exception of those whom 
the Project Directormay recoimnend. to remain on the Project. I 
believe the Project Director should be given this authority as
there are some bachelors who are very vsiluable to the adminis-tration.'

c. All issei married couples without children, ex tend ina: the 
same excep七:！on as provided in i七em Id*

. , All troublemakers in the issei and klbei group, or we 
might place it as all issei or kibei except those whom the 
project Director may recommend to remain bn the Project.. I 
"be丄ieve -it "would b© "better* to remov© 〇七her.、issei op Icibei 
tp〇'u.bleniQ.k©r>s recoiiirnsiKisd. Toy tlie Ppojsct' Diroctor a.s that 
0roup will Id© mucli smsllsr than the miniber th&'t. will remain•
If such a procedure were established, I believe we would - 
find a. relatively sniall number in the latter ca.teff〇i*y and. would 
immediately leave within a Project those persons who were 
■willing 七o work with 七he adrainistpationfor the Project and 
those who have been willing to promote -harmonious relations 
amojig all concerned•

5. In answer to this question, as already stated, it is diffi-
?° se c^re evidence against persons as long as those

who give evidence feel there is a possibility of their re- 
maining in the Center. 'Proper witnesses may talk with \1/RA

were called^to testify would conveniently 
rorget that they had ever discussed such a subject with us  ̂
ror rear that they would be severely beaten by the minor!tY 
group on the Project.

6 , The segregation committee on*each Project would, I believe
in ®e?eSal> W  recommendation would be that the 

Chief of internal Securi ty, Chief of Community .Services,, and 
one other staff member working the largest number of evacuees 
g Q.Ssigned as iri6Tii"b6rs of tli© S6gP6ga.tion cornmittG© ♦

lhZ^fcrh1l ^ el l  2^ ^  in an imdercov^r manner-through the staff, be very helpful in carrying out a sea：re-
gation program. If they were named to a committee and openly 
^Sa2?ed as ^®mbei>s such a segregation committoee, I doubt 
if they would serve; ana I think they would suffer serious m 

bp b®inf such a position. More M p  can be
S n  on ^  4-?ire^ dr and M s  Staff thl，d^ h confidencemen on the Project rather than through .openly established
committees while siich a program' i3 in progress.

丄d h  removed-iramediateljr/ with reference to the 1“ 泛 外
segregation program, it is my thought: that families should .
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probaD丄y be removed with those who are to be segregated* If 
the program, as recommended, is considered, one Center could 
be selected* First, all repatriate could be kept in that one 
center• Second, a htindred or more repatriats from a Center 
could te sent to this selected Center and this selected Center 
could send back to the other Center all loyal persons. This 
procedure co\ild continue until all repatriats were segregated. 
Then exactly the same procedure could b© followed for bachelors 
and others until all disloyal people were in one Center and other 
Centers supplied with loyal people. In this way families could 
toe moved at the same time that segregation takes.place*

9« It is my belief that once a Center was estiablislied as a 
segregation Center that all persons moved to this area should 
be denied Indefinite leave until their oases could be thor- 
ougniy checked; and9 if It were founa that they had been 
moved \mjustly# then I would think they should be sent to a 
Relocation Center before being given the benefits of inde­
finite leave• I believe all mail In such a Center should be 
censored, that all packages should be checked carefully for 
contraband, and that the administration should definitely run 
£h© Project with a firm but fair hand.

These few comments are furnished for your information, and 
I hope they will be of some help. They ar© based upon my 
experience and discussions with large numbers of people of 
Japanese ancestry at Gila and other Projects, and ffarther 
on ray knowledge of Japanese people In general through my 
long years of association with them. The entire 100#000 
evacuees now in WRA Relocation Centers will,I believe, if 
this or some similar segregation procedure Is put in operation, 
give WRA administration their loyal support* Work on each 
Project will b© increased and WRA will be respected by ¢11 
the loyal evacuees and will certainly gain, in my estimation, 
enormous support from the American public as a whole.

Very truly yours,

R* B» Cozzens
Field Assistant Director



CONFIDENTIAL

Peb. 2,1943

Mr. John J* McCloy 
Assistant Secretary of War 
War Department 
Washington, Q* C.

Dear Mr. McCloy:

The War Relocation Authority concurs in Paragraph 1 of 
the directive \md©r which the War Department is to ccnduct 
loyalty investigations of Japanese-American citizens in re- 
1 0cation center* This paragraph reeds as follows:

**A plan has been forma\lp.ted whereby the War De­
partment will, upon request of the War Relocation 
Authority, assist In determining the loyalty of 
American citizens of Japanese ancestry under Its jur­
isdiction, The purpose of the plan is to determlno
(a) loyalty of American citizens of Japanese ancestry 
to permit of their relase by War Relocation Authority 
from war relocation centers, and (b) whether those so 
released may be Inducted into the military service or 
may be available for employment in plants and faci11- 
tie s important to the war effort.*

The War Relocation Authority is very glad to have this 
assistance from the Wax* Department SLnd will do everything 
possible to facilitate the work of the War Department 
representatives while 仇ey on the project*

Sine ©rely #

/s/ E# M* Ro'valt 

Acting Director



February 10,1943

AIR MAIL

CONFIDENTIAL

Mr, D. S. Myer •
Director, War Relocation Authority
Barr Building ■ : '  ゾ ：
17th and Eye S"ts” N. W.
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Myer:

This will (xonfirm our telephone conv6rsation concerninp 
action on the Fredericks1 case and discuss o七her matters about 
Gila.

1 . Fredericks is Assistant Chief of Internal Security and is a 
good officer. However, he and Williamsori form a combination that 
wor^t ujell11 • In. my judgment, Fredericks is a better officer 
than Williamson. Graves, the second Assistant Chief, is better 
trained and has more experience tiian either of them. He would be ， 
my choice for.the position of Chief. Fredericks should be trans­
ferred to another project. Future action of some action is indicated 
on Williamson. This is a problem 七]lat rests between , the— Director 
and Mr, Bennett. -

2• Martin Gaba. Assistant Chief of Gommimity Services at Canal 
Community♦ He is able, intensely interested in his wark, and ag­
gressive, It is the latter quality, no doubt, that being ex- 
pl@it©d=.i>y evacuees in the Canal Community to demand his removal.
Gaba has requested a transfer to another project but. Mr. Bennett,
wisely, wishes 七o time his trans*fer so tha七 it will not
be considered a victory for an七i-administr'ation evacuees • As a suggestion;
Ray oest desperately need^. held at Moab, Why not .detail Mr. ^Gaba
there to assi'st him and depend upon Best rs judgment as to whether .
or not Gaba should remain at Moab in charge when he, Best, is
relieved?

3. Position of Chief of Community Services： Mr. Hoffman is doing 
an admirable job. Mr. Bennett depends 'upon him for nearly all 
things in the field of human legations. He now proposes to add 
Internal Security to Mr* Hoffman^ responsibilities. This is in 
line with national thinking but Mr. Bennett believes, as I do, 
that some trouble may be experienced unless the position of Chief



of Coinmunity Services is dignified by a change in title. エ propose 
that we favor the recommendation made at the Salt Lake conference 
in December and the title of this position be changed to that of 
Assistant Project Director.

4* Project Relations:エt is obvious to even a casual visitor that 
the Project director has not made his leadership felt, either by the 
sta.f'f or the evacuees. I discussed this fact with Mr* Bennett. He 
.is aware of the deficiency and t01d me that the same observation had 
been made by Mr. Cozzens• エt is M 3 intention to become better ac­
quainted. irth the evacuees. This week offers him a good opportunity 
since he will be. requiredto introduce the A m y  recruiting group to 
the evacuee leadership.

5. Conference with Governor 〇sboi»ne: This was arranged by Tom 
Sawyer as a I!get-acquaintedn meeting for Mr. BenAett. The Governor 
appeared only mildly interested in urging Japanese to help in pick­
ing cotton. He said negotiations were proceeding for the importa­
tion of Mexican labor; and in r esponse to my question as to whether 
or not the use of Japanese cotton pickers at this time might not 
muddy the waters, he said uTes, tkat is a possibility. 11 エt was my 
intention, if the Governor were aggressively intent Upon the 
Japanese to help pick cotton, to contact f a m  bureau groups and 
learn what plans they had for proviciing housing and protection.
But in view of the Governor!s luke-warm interest, we deemed it wise 
strategy to let the whole matter rest in status quo. We left the 
next move up to the farm bureau group to take whatever steps are 
ne荩 essapy wi七]!七]le military, with WRA ready and willing to help out, 
subject to the provisions of your letter to Senator Hayden,

6* The Shook. Problem： Shippers are trying to prevent WRA from 
buying any of the shook produced by the Navajo Tribal Sawmill.
They are putting pressure on Senator Hayden in an attempt to keep 
us from doing this. I discussed this with Senator Hayden before 
I left Washington, エ recited the story we told fell the Westward Ho. 
He seemed unimpressed and thought we might use sacks or bulk ship­
ments and thus release box si100k for private shippers*

I found that Gila has thus far not purchased any shook from 
the Navajo Tribitl Sawmill. They are shipping everything in sacks 
including lettuce which is, of course, heavily damaged by this 
method, but since lettuce has been declared a non-essential crop,
WBA would hardly be justified in using shook for this purpose.
The Project is working out an arrangement for the acquisition of 
used shook from the Florence Gamp for prisoners 'of war. If they 
succeed in completing this arrangement the shook problem will be 
only partly so丄ved. We are, therefore, negotiating for additional 
shook from the sawmill at Ft. Apache.



エ recommend that the agricultural division determine as a 
matter of policy those products that, in the interest of food con­
servation, require box packing and that we aid and support Project 
Directors in securing shook for this purpose. We should notify 
the Arizona Congressional Delegation of our shook requirements and 
to ship products which we determine must be boxed. I would like 
at this point also to recommend a second statement of policy con­
cerning . sales of vegetable products,

エn spite of national shortages, Arizona shippers are afraid 
that WRA will sell in the open Market. エ assume this includes 
sales to the QuiEi?terinaster Corps. Senator Hayden has already 
reminded us of the policy we announced earlier; (a) to produce 
for consump七ion by evacuees, and (b) to produce for lease-lend.

Admittedly,, the emphasis has moved away from heavy agriculture 
production; bu七 nevertheless there will be from time to time, surplus 
七hat cannot be disposed of entirely in WRA. I recommend that 
Project Directors b© authorized to dispose of such crops in excess 
of the consumptive requirements of V/RA to the Qaartermas七er and 
that they be given authority to pack such vegetable products in 
accordance with the specifications of the Quartermaster irrespective 
of the policy decided upon for packaging f.or WRA uses.

Very sire erely,

JR* Fryer 
Deputy Director

Die七ated by Mr. Fryer, 
but not read.



CONFIDENTIAL

Peb. 26,1943

Mr• Harvey M. Coverley 
Prqfect Director 
Tule Lake Relocation Center 
Newell, California

Dear Mr. Coverley:

I have sent you the following teletype:

^Reurteletype and telephone conversation with Glick. 
Pilling in questionnaires is required of all male citizen 
evacuees of military age by Supplement 3 to Administrative 
Instruction No. 22 Revised, issued January 30. Refusal 
of any such evacuee to register is a v5.olation of WRA re­
gulation, punishable by administrative proceeding by Pro­
ject Director. You therefore had clear authority to make 
the arrests you refer to. Your advice to sheriff of Modoc 
County that prisoners are being held on responsibility 
is proper. More complete discussion of your questions being 
airmailed today/

The situation with reference to your authority to make 
these arrests is rather confused, because of the fact that 
I have learned since my return to Washington tlia七 the War 
Department and the Selective Service System did not corne 
to a complete agreement along ttie lines tha七 were earlier 
discussed between my office and the office of Assistant 
Secretary of War McCloy. I shall outline in this letter 
briefly only th ose points that relate directly to your 
questions •

The War Relocation Authority was given to understand 
that the War Department would request the Selective Ser­
vice System'tx> issue a regulation making the filling in of 
the questionnaires involved .̂n the current registration 
compulsory for all male citizens of military age. In turn, 
IRA announced its intention of providing for the filling 
in of the questionnaires by all evacuees in relocatton cen­
ters 17 years of age or over• This was the understanding 
when Mr. Provinse, Mr. Glick, and I M t  Washington for the 
recent field conferences. This was also 七lie understanding 
communicated to you. While we were in the field, Mr. Rowalt 
as Acting Director, issiied Supplement 3 to Administrative 
Instruction No. 22 , Revised, xou will notice that Section 
I of thet Supplement adds a new section II to Administra­
tive Instruction Ho. 22. Paragraph B o f the new section 
Section IX, you will notice, begins with the statement 
nBegInning with a day in February 1943 to be announced by 
the Director, each Project Director shall arrange for each 
male United States citizen of Japanese ancestry in the relo­
cation center who has reached his 17th birthday to execute 
DSS Form 304A and Form WRA-12 6a.f,
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I have learned, however, that the Selective Service Sys­
tem subsequently was informed by certain officers in the War 
Department that the filling in of the questionnaires by male 
citizens of military age was not to be made compulsory under, 
the Selective Service A'c七. The Selective Service System 
therefore did not 〆〆 issue a regulation requiring the filling 
in of the questionnaires.

At the time, therefore, that you and Major Marshall 
sought to require certain male citizen evacuees of military 
age to complete the questionnaires and they refused to do 
so, they became guilty of violating a regulation of WRA, but 
their mere refusal to complete the questionnaires did not 
make them guilty of violating the Selective Service A〇t.

You have, of course, authority under our Administrative 
Instructions to arrest evacuees for disobeying orders or 
instructions issued by your off ice, to hold a disciplinary- 
hearing, and to impose suitable punishment* Under tbe re­
vised Administrative Ins true t;10n on this subject, an 
advance copy of which I mai丄ed you yesterday, the maximimi 
punishment you can impose in such .a disciplinary' proceeding 
is 90 days confinement in jail or suspension of certain 
compensation privileges, or both.

The FBI officers referred to in your teletype are right, 
therefore, in saying that the mere refusal to fill in the 
questionnaires is not a violation of the Selective Service 
Act, but they are quite wrong in denying that you have 
authority to make arrests -under the circumstances. Y〇ur 
statement to the sheriff of Modoc County that the prisoners 
are* be mg held on WRA responsibility is correct.

The fact that the FBI is responsible for making inves­
tigations concepnlng offenses against the Selective Service 
Act and r el̂ i ted acts in no way modifies or qualifies your 
authority to institute disciplinary proceedings for viola­
tion of your instructions.

So far I have discussed only the mere refusal of i;he 
evacuees to fill in their questionnaires. I sent to all 
Project Directors a few days ago a teletype calling atten­
tion to the fact that an act of Congress makes it a crime 
to interfere with the enlistment or recruitment service of 
the United States for its armed forces. If any of the 
people whom, you have arrested were guilty, in addition to 
refusing to fi 11 out the questionnaires, of conduct that 
tended to interfere with the-filling out of these question­
naires by other male citizens of military age, you should 
turn that evidence over to the FBI agents for transmittal 
to the United States Attorney.エt will be the responsibility 
of the United States Attorney to determine whether the evi­
dence warrants prosecifcion for interference with the enlist­
ment and re crui tment service . It is still possible, there­
fore , tha七-some of* the evacuess who Have be©n arrested rosy 
need 七o "be turned over to the Federal courts for pp〇secut5on 
for this offense.
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'^our l r ：s t  weekly r e p o r t  d i s c u s s e s  your a r r e s t  o f  JunicH
I t  き | e s  n o t , 110w e v e r，' .d i . s ?cu sp  ■ bhe,.aivr e s t s  o f  tlie

the ev idence  on which th o se  o th e r s  were a r r e s t e d .  I^be~ 
l i e v e  your weekly r e p o r t  was m ai le d  "before tb o se  a d d i t i o n a l  
a r r e s t s  were made. I  am unat) le ,  th e r e T o r e ,  a t  t h i s  time to
a d v i s e  y o ?  w^et^ier the p e r so n s  a r r e s t e d  sh o u ld  m ere ly  be
g iv e n  a d i s c i p l i n a r y  b e a r i n g  b e fo r e  you and then p e r m i t t e d
to  r e t u r n  to 丄u le  Lake a f t e r  s e r v i n g  any term in  j a i l 七hat
you may impose,  or w i t t i e r  i t  would be b e t t e r  f o r  the 
ev acu ees  to - b e  t r a n s f e r r e d  to another  r e l o c a t i o n  c e n t e r  cr 
to  Moab. I  v e l i e v e  i t  iwo uld be b e s t  f o r  you to -reexam in e  
the e n t i r e  s i t u a t i  on in  the l i g h t  o f  the f u r t h e r  in form a-

l e t t e r ,  and then to  p ro ceed  a s  you 
tM n k  b e s t .  If* yu want any a d v ice  b e f o r e  t a k i n g  a c t i o n  in

or 36 e v a c u e e s , submit  to  me a suramary
デ  the ev iden ce  a s  七6 what ij iey： d i d ,  t o g e t h e r  w ith  i n d i c a -
tions of whether the persons arrested are married or s^n^le 
whether they are kibei, which of them have children and '
wlm ^aC^〇r<e ̂ a statement of , your recommendations,
v/e shall be； glad to consider yoior report and recommendations 
and advise jx>vl further.

__ a r e  a u t h o r i z e d  to  g i v e  a copy o f  t h i s  l e t t e r  to the
FBI a g e n t s  r e r e r r e d  to  in  ydtir t e l e t y p e .  • I  wish a l s 〇 t b a t  
you would show t h i s  l e t t e r  to  Bob C o zzen s .

S i n c e r e l y ,  、

D irec  tor



CONFIDENTIAL '  February 27,1943

AIRMAIL SPECIAL DELIVERY

Mr. Harvey M. Coverley
Project Director
Tule Lake Relocation Center
Newell, California '

D—

Attached is a copy of a teletype just sent to you. You 
may want to check it with the original which may have been 
garbled.

We get all kinds of reports and rumors here and, of 
course, there is much information we donf t get • I had a 
repopt this morning that Major Marshall had stated .thefe 
were fifteen teachers at Tule Lake who had been teaching 
anti-militarism. You may know about this. If you do ；
I would like to have the facts. If not, エ would suggest 
that you quiz Major Marshall on any- information he may 
have. It is also reported that four Kibei entered the re­
gistration quarters on Friday, a week ago yesterday, and 
tried to stop the registration by stating there would be 
no more registration. They gave a fifteen minute harangue 
on the subject and seemingly tried to entice Major Marshall 
into taking seme physical action against- them. The Army 
office here is wcndering why they were not arrested on the 
spot. I am wondering wlnat tbe facts are regarding 七his 
particular incident. We have been informed that they are 
among those arrested on Saturday or ^unday but there is 
st;111 some question in the mind/ of Colonel Sc obey whether 
action has been taken In the cases of those who tried to 
interfere with registration.

We a l s o  have r e p o r t s  t h a t  d e a t h  n o t i c e s  have been p o s t e d  
in  washrooms t h r e a t e n in g  d e a th  t o  a l l • those  w^o r e g i s t e r , 
and t h a t  mimeograrhed memoranda hs.ve been put out u r g in g  
peo p le  not t o  r e g i s t e r .

All of the above reports have come to us through Colonel 
Sc obey1 s offic,e ,as reported "by Major Marshall. エ am not 
being critica丄 "because we do not have all these details 
and I am presuming that you are fully informed about these 
reports, but X am sending them to you for confton ation.

エ ahve jus t read Mr. Cook1 s report of February 22 to 
l̂ r. Baker, and I not e on page 4 of this report a statement 
regarding the beating of Teiho Hashida on the night of Peb. 
2 2• This definitely states that the beating was done by 
two Kibei. I am wondering if tbe perpetrators were appre­
hended and if not, why not, in view of the fact there seems 
to be definite information that they were Kibei.

I fully apprecia七e the problems you are having to face 
as phe .new Project Director and we want to p̂ ive you every 
assistance we can from this end. Communication is no七 easy 
but we will do our best to render services from here if we 
can be of assistance.
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エ am sorry we got you out on a limb regarding 七"he arrests 
but エ had been definitely informed that this was compulsory 
•under selective service ,and was greatly surprised and disap­
pointed when エ was infomed otferwise. However, you are 
still within bounds and I hope the cases can be cleared 
up rapidly and that you can proceed to get your registration 
completed by March 10 as outlined in my wire, or in accordance 
with any plans you and Mr. Cozzens feel are sound. It is , 
now definite that the problem is ours to get the 球ob dene 
but エ am sure we will have, full co丄丄abopation of the Army 
in accomplishing it. We should check with them step by- 
step but there is no question about where the responsibility 
lies under present conditions. It lies w3fch the War Relocation 
Authority.

* your information we are' attaching copy of a memorandum
dated Peferuarj 26, from Colonel Scobey to the Adjutant General 
concerning military guard for tiie Biological Survey Camp 
at Tule Lake.

Yours very truly,

/s/ D, S. Myer 
Director



CO"NPIDENTIAL
FOR PERSONAL ATTENTION March 6 , 1943

Mr. Dillon S. Myer 
Director
War Relocation Authority 
Barr Building
Washington, D. C. '

Dear Mr• Myer: *

エ have j-ust received*'two confidential communications from 
you, both dated February 27, One was addressed to me per­
sonally and the other was apparently sent to all project 
directors ♦ I will comment on both in this letter.

There are, as you have heard, a rrumber of teachers a七 
this project who are opposed to war as a means of settling 
international disputes and who would probably refuse to 
perform war service if they were required to do so. There 
are both men and women in this group . So far as we have 
"been able to ascertain, however, they have not been teaching 
anti -militarism. Furthermore, all but two of them have 
cooperated loyally in the registration program. The two who 
refused were requested to resign and did so. There have 
been r-umors that some of those who were participating in 
the registration were using the opportunity as an avenue 
for pacificistic propaganda. I have investigated these 
reports and find little basis for them.

With reference to the report that four kibei entered 
the registration hall on February 19 and attempted to stop 
the proceedings, may I say that no ,such report has even 
been made to me• I. believe it is true 七hat four young men 
(nisei) did talk to Major Marshall in the registpa七ion 
hall on that date. One of them was quite vehement in his 
arguments against registration'but Major Marshall did not 
recommend that any action be taken arid did not seem to 
think that an arrest was necessary. All four of these 
young men later turned out to be among the residents of 
Block 42 who were arrested at 5:00 P.M. on Sunday, February 
2 1. It is also true that a few threateneing posters were 
found. Two of these appeared in Block 42 just before the 
arrests above mentioned. None have appeared since • Only 
one other such poster has been reported. None have ap­
peared recently. It is also true that a mimeographed cir- 
cii丄ar was scattered around the center, urging people not 
to register. You have "been fully informed in Mr, CookT s 
reports regarding both of these developments. We now 
have in confinement a person believed to have Toeen impli­
cated in the distribution of the mimeographed circular. We 
have not obtained a confession, however} or any admit七ance 
that he participated, in any aspect of the preparation, 
reproduction or distribution of this circular•

I gather from your letter that you feel you are not 
kept fully informed.about these reports. I endeavor to 
keep you informed through my weekly reports, those sent 
in every day or two by Mr. Cook and by frequent telephone 
calls•
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With r e f e r e n c e  t o  Mr. Cook1 s r e p o r t  o f  F e b ru a ry  22. in  
which i t  was s t a t e d  t h a t  the "beating o f  Teiho Has hi  da was 
done by two k i b e i ,  t h i s  v/as p r o b a b ly  soinewhat p rem a tu re .
At the time h i s  r e p o r t  was p r e p a r e d  no, one knew wbat or how- 
manv p e r so n s  a t t a c k e d  Mr. Hash i  d a . You w i l l  r e c a l l ,  however, 
th a t  on F r i d a y ,  F e b ru a ry  26 and S a t u r d a y ,  F e b ru a ry  27 ,  
t h i r t e e n  p er so n s  were a r r e s t e d  on s u s p i c i o n  o f  b e i n g  im­
p l i c a t e d  in  s e v e r a l  b e a t i n g s  or a t tem pted  b e a t i n g s .  Twelve 
o f  t h e s e  person s ,  have p lead ed  g u i l t y  to  the charge,  and . 
have been s e n te n c e d  t o  t e r n s  in  the Modoc Tounty J a i l ,  Among 
them a r e  th ree  p e r so n s  we a re  f a i r l y  c e r t a i n  were in v o lv e d  
in  the Hashida  b e a t i n g .  One o f  th e se  th re e  i s  "bel ieved to  
be the l e a d e r . None o f  the t h r e e ,  however,  have c o n f e s s e d  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  to  b e i n g  in v o lv e d  In t h i s  c a s e . We have reason 
to  b e l i e v e  t h a t  the r e  are  two .o th er  p e r s o n s  s t i l l  a t  l a r g e  
who p a r t i c i p a t e d  in  t i ia t  a f f a i r .

I t  i s  r e a l i z e d  we have made many e r r o r s  o u r s e l v e s  bu t  
I  cann6t  h e lp  f e e l i n g  t h a t  in  the c a s e  o f  the TUIe Lake 
P rq pc t  the p la n s  f u r n i s h e d  us f o r  the regist iBfcion  program 
were too  i n d e f i n i t e . Mr. Hayes r e t u r n e d  from Washington 
w ith  a  c l e a r  im p r e s s io n  t h a t  the r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  male c i t i z e n s  
was t o  b e  perform ed under the S e l e c t i v e  S e r v i c e  r e g u l a t i o n s . 
The forms u sed  were i s s u e d  by the S e le c t iv e -  S e r v i c e  Systdm ,
A number o f  i n f e r e n t i a l  s t a t e m e n t s  in  th e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  a l s i )  
l e d  to  tfaa七 c o n c lu s i o n  and a s  you s t a t e d ,  you y o u r s e l f  a l s o  
b e l i e v e d  t h i s  to be a f a c t  • As a r e s u l t ,  we p l a c e d  o u r s e l v e s  
in  a p o s i t i o n  which m ight  have been v e r y  p r e c a r i o u s  had we 
not proceeded  scnewhat c a u t 1o u s l y  and s c e p t i c a 丄丄

Tha七, } 1 0 wever, i s  p ro b ab丄y not the most  s e r i o u s  d i f f i ­
c u l t y  in to  which we have been l e d .  In 'M r*  Row'alVs l e t t e r  
o f  F eb ru ary  1 , '  he s t a t e d  c a t e g o r i c a l  l y  a t  the end o f  the 
third, p a ra g r a p h  七h a t  ’’ the r e g i s t r a t i o n  w i l l  be com pulsory 
e x c e p t  in  the  c a s e  o f  those  who have r e q u e s t e d  r e p a t r i a t i o n /  
A c t in g  on t h i s  s ta te m e n t  and the in s t ru c t io n s  which accom­
pa n ied  i t ,  we proceeded  to  answer a ^ f l o o d  o f  q u e s t i o n s  on 
七h i s  p o i n t  a c c o r d i n g l y .  L a t e r  on/^rere soinewhat em barpassed
to  be informed t h a t  f o r  male and fem ale  c I t i z e n s  a t  l e a s 七 レ  
an a p p l i c a t i o n  fo r  r e p a t r i a t i o n  d id  n o t  excu se  them from 
r e g i s t r a t i o n .  Announcement o f  t h i s  o n ly  i n c r e a s e d  our 
problem a s  i t  con v in ced  many du"6i〇u s  e v a c u e e白 七 h a t  the 
government was not a c t i n g  in  good f a i t h ； K o w, how e ve r , we 
are- c o n f r o n te d  w ith  an even more p e r p le x in g '  d i f f i c u l t y .  We 
have a t  a l l  t im e s  s t a t e d  t h a t  the  r e g i s t r a t i o n  was compul­
s o r y *  BottL Mf . Cozzens and I r e p e a t e d  t h i s  s t a te m e n t  
s e v e r a l  t im es  l a s t  even ing  a t  an i s s e i  m eet in g  where we 
f a c e d  a c r i t i c a l  a u d ie n c e .  We were r e p e a t e d l y  a sk e d  what 
p e n a l t y  would b e ' im p o se d  f o r  f a i l - o r e  to comply w ith  t h i s  
compulsory rvO. in g  and dodged t h i s  q 'uest ion  by s t a t i n g  t h a t  
the p e n a l t i e s  had not  y e t  been announced. Now our p o s i t i o n

f u r r i e r  .we穿ken§d "by 七"he f a c t  t h a t  the r e g i s t r a t i o n  f o r  
o th er  than male c i t i z e n s  i s  n o t  c o m p u lso ry . ^
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Frankly, I do not know how we are going to get out of 
this predicament without so great a loss of face that we 
would have no fur the r control over* the project. This mom - 
ing before breakfast Mr. Cozzens and I were discussing de_ 
sirable penalties to be imposed upon tbe Issei who refused 
to register, such as suspension from work and pay privileges 
for periods up to nine ty days. Since we have committed 
ourselves so definitely on this point, I am at a loss to know 
how we can gracefully retreat withcoit disaster.

I am certain tiiat a large proportion of our issei are 
not going to register. They are stubborn, obstinate and 
still profoundly distrustful of the War Relocation Authority. 
They have little faith in our good intentions and are con- 
vi.nced that there is some behind the entire regis­
tration program. How this feeling was nurtured I cannot 
say for sure but I believe you have a good idea. I am 
anxious for you to realize tlie serious effect on WRA of a 
failure to stick by our commitment onvthe compulsory nature J 
of the registration and impose some type of penalty. When 
エ am sure that you realize this effect, エ will do my "best 
to carry out loyally any directive-you give me. エ fee'l 
sure Mr. Cozzens concurs in what I have said in this 
graph.

、Please let us hear from you as soon as possible as we 
will be in a most difficult situation as to our relations 
with the evacuees until a decision is reached.

Sincerely yours,

/s/ Harvey M. Coverley 
Project Director



CONFIX)雨  IAL
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Mr. D. S .  Myer
Director, War Relocation Authority 
Barr Building
17th and Eye Streets, N* W.
Washington, D . G.

Dear Mr. Myer:

Dioring 七]le past mon七h it was m贫  privilege to visit 
Manzanar during 七"he beginning of registration, Gila the 
following weeks, and to spend the next two weeks at Tule 
Lake. Problems were naturally encoun七ered a七 Manzanar and 
at Gila. None appeared to be very serious.

The 'Tule Lake problem is one v/hich has really "baffled 
everyone• ^he condition there and the refusal to register, 
in my opinion, can only be laid to a number of incidents 
which preceded the registration period. From observation, 
it is my belief that- there are a number of groups of dis- 
loyal people within the Center proper* These groups, 
through the management prior to January 1 , had .an oppor- 
t\mity to grow and prosper. The Planning Board of ェssei, 
which augmented the Couqcil,placed the full operation 
of 七he Project in the hands of the Issei. It was a very 
clever means used toy them to circumvent the type of in­
ternal government proposed "by WRA.

In the past the evacuees at Tule Lake have won every 
argument which they had with the administration. When 
registration came along. the leaders of the subversive 
group were ODposed to it and, therefore. Have used, every 
means、 possible to again drive the administration back and 
show the administration that the evacuees were running the 
Center•

Mr• Coverley has done everything within his power to 
carry on the registration in an orderly manner. One de- 
mons七ration after the other was put on by the evacuees 
who - opposed it. Action was necessary if any law and order 
were to be maintained. '

My personal observation on the Project was that Mr* 
Jacobe, who was head of Internal Security, is a grand 
individual. However, I personally do not believe he is 
an internal security officer. He is too soft-hearted and, 
in many cases, yields under pressure• In my5opinion, he 
is not; the leader type of individual necessary for that 
type of position. He has however, worked night and day 
and practically made himself ill• Yet, in the number of 
months he lias been there, real lists'of'individuals who 
were opposed to administrative policies and opposed to 
the administration in general were not available.

Another problem which seemed to exist at Tule Lake 
prior to Mr . Coverley's arrival on the Project, from all 
appearancesis that everyone trusted the evacuees, granted 
all kinds of freedom, and as nearly as I could see things 
were handled in a very loose manner.
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’エ r e a l i z e  t h a t  M ajor M a rsh a l l  m entioned in  one o f  h i s
cominui]i cat ions to Colonel Scobey that .h.e« believed ttiere 
were school，teachers on the Project who were conscientious 
oDjectors and who were interferring with the recruitment 
program. Mr. Coverley worked diligently while he was there 
attempting to run down such rumors and was unable to get any

4-̂ hat thesf^olD,3，ectors had actively participated 
in obstructing recruitment.- Ye^ at three different times 
during interviews with Kibei we were told that school 
teachers or women on the staff stated that they did not
h a r e g セ fcer and t h a t  the Governraent would n ot raak^ them
register. JVhen we attempted to find out who, the person 
being interviewed conveniently forgot and could not even J
R ecogn ize  the persQ n • エ  t a lk e d  w ith  ©ne or  two sc h o o l
t e a c h e r s  on the P r o j e c t ,  and they t o ld  me th a t  th e re  were 
a number o f  p eo p le  on the P r o j e c t , who were v e ry  d e f i n i t e l y
opposed to  r e g i s t r a t i ノon. . Yet エ was m a b l e  to  o b ta in  any
names. There are, yiy. however； a number on the Project who 

t〇4.be consc^enti〇uS 'objectors; and while we were 
unable to get any real facts, it is my belief that a number 
of these persons are taking sides with certain evacuees 
against the administration. Due to the shortage of teachers, 
I realize that tliis again is difficult problem and is one 
vi/hich has been handed to Mr. Coverley or one which he in- 
herited, I am positive that he is doing everything pos- 
sllble to Iron this out and remove people as fast as he is 
able to clear information*

エ only point these 只s .o*ufc a_s I "believe you — should
realize the serious handicaps and difficulties which Mr. 
Coverley encoimtered when he entered Tule Lake.

. Very truly yours,

/s/ A. s. Olsen
R . B. Cozzens
Field Assistant Director

D ic t a t e d  by Mr. Cozzens 
b u t  not re a d  by him.
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TELETYPE (307) . .

Harvey M. Coverley
Tule Lake Re 丄 oc at ion Center
Newell, California ,

Confirming our telephone conversation February 26 and 
your wire same date, FBI investigation should be completed 
and I hope they will be able to file charges against a 
number of those arrested. In the meantime have your plans 
defiuitely laid for disciplinary procedure by Project' 
Director to dispose of any dr all cases not covered by 
FBI Justice charges. This may take the form of a sentence 
not to exceed ninety days for breaking of mA regulations 
or you may determine that they should go* to isolation 
center at Moab. Check recent administrative instruction 
sent you airmail letter this week concerning acti ons . which 
are essential. These procedures have been signed since 
they were mailed to jo u . These actions should be announced 
in the center so there is no question regarding act'*ons 
taken and the reasons therefor. You' should proceed with 
the arrest and removal of any individuals who are Inter­
fering with the program or who refuse to comply with re­
gulations . Siegest aliens mentioned your wire be processed 
for* internment by Justice De part ire nt immediately ir f easitife . 
Steps must be taken to complete registration of male ci­
tizens by March 1 0 , Please outline for me in wire your 
proposal for completing registration by March 10 including 
detailed procedures as to how .you would require regis- 
trafton in case of refusal.I will either approve your 
suggestions or advise you immediately3 of counter suggestions 
Suggest no other ultimatums be issued until cases of those 
now under arrest have been disposed of, and results announced 
It is rAj recommendation that after above steps have been 
taken that an orderly procedure be laid out block by block 
or group by group and arrest and removal of those who re­
fuse to comply with orders as has been done with those now 
in jail. 丄 wou丄d make this a small enough group to begin 
with so that cases can "be handled expeditiously. This , エ 
believe, is what you' had in mind when we talked on the phone 
yesterday. I am assuming that questionnaires from draft 
boards regarding reclassification are simply belated ques­
tionnaires in relation to classification in the 4-C category 
This is the only explanation that Selective Service has to 
offer. Have just talked with Mr, Ladd of FBI giving him 
complete story of problem at Tule and requested that this 
be clarified with FBI agents working on the problem. Mr • 
Ladd has assured me that this will be done immediately.

/s/ D. S. Myer
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Mr. D. S . Myer .
D i r e c t o r ,  War R e l o c a t i o n  A u th o r i ty  
B a r r  B u i l d i n g  ■
17th and Eye S t r e e t s ,  N. W.
W ashington,  D. C .

■ Dear Mr. Myer: Y メ 、、 、、 ' へ:く

Sometimes I  -wonder how you r e a l l y  s tand up under the p r e s -  
su re  o f  the numercois i d e a s  which you r e c e i v e  from P r o i e c t
D i r e c t o r s  and a l l  o f  us  in  t h e  . f i e l d , レ 七 ber. w ith  th o s e  :f;r〇Tn.

， o u t s i d e r s  who know l i t t l e  o f  t h e  a c t u a l  problems in v o lv e d .

Upon my re 七 urn 七o . 七'he o f f  i c e  エ found two l.e 七七 el 's a.ddP6s S6d. 
to you from D i r e c t o r  M e r r i t t ,  one d a t e d  F eb ru ary  23  and the 
o th e r  d a t e d  Pefcruary 27 .  In com»rienting on the  l e t t e r  o f  

eb,ru©ry 2 3 , エ r e a l . i z . e .七]18■七 Mr • 」A err i七t f s. comments on 2
a r e  v e r y  t h o u g h t f u l . . 1  fu r  ther.  r e a l i z e  t h a t  i t  raay be* p o s s i b l e  

/ Tor peo p le  to be d i s l o y a l  under p r e s s u r e  in  R e l o c a t i o n  C e n t e r s ,
/  and .then a g a in  b e  l o y a l  when t h e y  a re  re leased  f]?〇Tn such

七e r s ,  J； have had the p e r s o n a l  p r i v i l e g e  d u r in g  the p a s t  
mont’a  七c? in te r v ie w  i n  e x c e s s  o f  100 p eo p le  o f  Ja p a n e se  an- 
c e s t r y ,  in c lu d in g  a  number o f  I s s e i , some N i s e i ,  b u t  the 
l a r g e s t  p o r t io n  were K i b e i .  Tt-. j h rny n-n t-.hnt-. a
s p ark  Of l o yali^r. fo r  f.hp T T n l n  tnnt n-nl r r ^ n l l j  

x ^ f J t h a t  T in  p^,fi1-.in>a-lTLr nnaa,  H  … • 1 1 t ^ ； and th a t
where a p e rso n  h as  s t a t e d t h s t  he i s  d i s l o y a l 七o 七h i s • c o u n tr y ,

' 七he u se  o f  l o y a l t y  i n  M s c a s e  p r i o r  七d e v a c u a t io n  *wa_s on ly  as  
a  s c r e e n  o r  a s h i e l d  in order  to  secTire the b e n e f i t s ,  may 
mean to  him t h a t  even though he i s  a * c i t i z e n  l o y a l t y  never  

/^existed. I t  i s  my f i r m  b e l i e f  th a t ,  the  s t a t e m e n t  made by 
/  Mr. M e r r i t t  i s  c o r r e c t  — 七h^_t many p s g ^ L e i l i o  s t a g e d  the

/ a r  e di al nyal wnnlri a t-.af-. f.hflt. 1ハyQ 1 1  f' -h.ĥ y t-. j t
\  。厂 #，，_斗 11， _,,,,  ̂〇 ~hn =p^l^n  ^^ ^nrl t.n tu rn ed

尸”,口 卩泞 . . . f r h a n 七f卄 y . n ra加 f i ti. 、To' me . th i s  七ype_
o f  an i n d i v i d u a l , p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  th e  K ib e i  g r o u p ,  i s  one* o f  ； 

the most  dangerous  p e r s o n s  we have i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y .  T  ：be,l ieve ■ 
t h a t  WRA sh o u ld  be v e r y  c a r e f u l  t o  s ee that-  no su c h  p er so n  i s  

j r e 丄esp ed  as rrmy. o f  t h e s e  peo p le  would g l a d l y  s a c r i f i c e  t h e i r  
| l i v e s  i f  fthey tho-ught i t  was f o r  the  b e n e f i t  of  Japan  or f o r  
I the Em peror .

Dr a f  七 in g  ev acu ees  for  a g r i  c u l t u r a l  l a b o r ,  a s  r e f e r r e d  t o  on; 
page 5 , 七 o me, would b e  se t  七 in g  up an other* d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  a c t  
a g a i n s t  e v ac u ee s  and I  would consid.6i , t*h.is to  be a m is ta k e  • I t  
i s  my f u r t h e r  b e l i e f  t h a t  many who have answered f,Nof, to  the  
l o y a l t y  q u e s t i o n ,  i f  d r a f t e d ,  would t a k e  th e  oath  ,with〇-at h e s i ­
t a t i o n  a s  they would be under more p r e s s a 七 t h a t  pa r t icu ^ r *  
time th an  th ey  have been in the Cen七e r  • / / f  do not  bel5.e.vダ 〜 e  
should  a g a in  .open t t e  q ues t  I/O n of l o y a l t y  or d i s  l o y a l t y  . ^ 1 七, 
a p p e a r s  七o rae t h a t ,  with ,  tile. e x c e p t i o n  of  ̂ v e ry  r a r e  c a s ^ ,  
everyone has been  g iv en  a month in .w h ic h  to  th in k  and t h a t  w hile-  
soGie c h o ic e s  may n ot  bav6 b e e n  mad© w i s 0 l y  th ey  were made

CONFIDENTIAL 
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according 七o teachings m，M c h  these young people had received 
and which could not be broken down for at least probably 
a generation. We know of aliens who have instructed their 
sons bow to register, and I have personally overheard other 
aliens tell the ir sons that if they did not comply with^the 
laws of the United States that they , their f athisrs, would 
disown them. The latte.r type of individual is the one who 
deserves protection, ^he allegiance of the other is cer­
tainly not with this country and. never was.

•̂•n commenting briefly on Mr* ^errittfs letter of February 27,
ェ am still of the opinion that if those who were definitely 
loyal will continue to be loyal, even though they were deprived of 
cer 七 ain r ights during the past year. Mr. ^erritt points out 
on page 2 of his letter the problem of the Terminal Island 
group and In the almost complete negative answer to the loyalty 
question* In my opinion, tMs problem was not brought about 
lD:y their loss of property and their being removed from Teminal 
Island in 2 4 hours . A large portion of the people from Ter- 
minal Is丄and were s ent to detention camps, which proves that a 
large portion were aliens and loyal to Japan. Therefore, the 
teachings of the younger generation were those of their fathers.

The question s eems to be whether we should 
attempt to set up a coinmimity in which we can change the 
thinking of tbe individuals, such as those from terminal Island, 
or whether those who are of age and who have been indoctrinated 
through their entire lives with the teachings that are practically 
wholly Japanese should have、the advantage of citizenship in 
this country or be returned, according to their choice, to 
Japan. After numerous interviews, I ara convinced that the older 
persons would rather die for Japan than be loyal to the United 
States.

I believe that in Mr, Benfietfs report of Pebruary 27, on 
page 2, item 2 head ”ProJapanese Sentiment," most of the 
Kibei group or those who have lived under the same type of in­
fluence are willing without any hesitation to state that they 
are disloyal to this c ountry• • ェ realize that the registra­
tion has placed before ycu a serious problem and that the word 
nsegregationtt has been 100se丄y used without giving serious 
thought as to how such a problem could be coped with.. In many 
of the Centers i t is my belief tba t you wi 11 find that regis­
tration has brought about a type of segregation within the . 
Center that i s going to cause a great deal more difficulty 
for Project Directors than.existed prior to the registration 
period. The disloyal Kibei are f airely well marked and 
rather easily located through r egistration records. The 
older Issei bachelors are sti丄丄 afactor in disrupting project 
activities; and while the r epatriats have not in the pas七 
caused any trouble openly, it is my firm belief that they 
have been well organized and have worked behind the scenes and 
used every method possible to hinder a large portion of the WRU
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program. Such a physical spearation of all groups mentioned 
would be practically impossible as many families would natru81115r 
be involved. On the other hand, you may find it feasible to 
make some shif七s as soon as figures are available in one of 
the divided Centers and use one of 七he 5V000 \mi七s for disloyal 
Kibei, old bachelors, and other disloyal persons. Thj s would 
be the most simple procedure on .segregation that I can think 
of if we were forced 七p do it and*w〇uici certainly eliminate a 
large port!on • of the d.isa./?reefll3le ©Xontent from Center opcraticMi.

エ hope seme of my comments may be of value to you.

Very t r u l y  y o u r s ,

/s/ R. B. Cozzens

R B ,  Cozzens
F i e l d  A s s i s t a n t  D i r e c t o r
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March 31,1943

AIRMAIL

CONFIDENTIAL

Mr* Harvey M. Coverley 
Project Director 
Tule Lake Relocation Center 
Newel1, California

Dear Mr* Coverley:

Prom fairly reliable sources we are currently receiving dis­
turbing reports about the activities at Tule Lake of pacifists and 
conscientous objectors employed by WRA., Most such reports indicate 
active interference with the recent regis七;ration and array recruitment 
and indicate that the activities are a matter of common knowledge to 
other members of the appointed staff and to the evacuees. The reports 
vary as to the persons concerned, numbers ranging_ from 七wo to a 
dozen, but yesterday the following individuals were named as engaged 
in this unacceptable activity：

Raymond Cheek - 4e 
Bess Kirven 
Maryette Li3111 
Jean McKay 
Dorothy Phillips 
Edgar Rit七er - 4e 
Harriett Harrow 
Arthur Ramey 
Lillie Roudabush

Elizabeth Janes 
Goldie Nicholson 
Garnet Van Buskirk 
Emily Light 
Pearl Watson 
Charles Palmerlee ~ 4e 
Portia Billings 
Nellie Carter

Tiiree of the Individuals are calssified as 4-e under Selective 
service, and two of the women mentioned (Miss Nicholson and Miss Li^ht 
are descritoea as dangerous to administration and as leaders in the 
anti-war propaganda organizations which is reported as active at Tule 
Lake. vtfhy the Tale Lake schools are so disproportionately staffed 
with pacifists of suhh belligerent type Is not understood here, but 
if such is the case early corrective measures must be taken.
Provinse and Dr. Ade had. expected to discuss the matter with Supt.
a3?kness at the Deny©!? meeting next week, but earlicp action s6©ms 

desirable.
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The people concerned are probably well-meaning and sincere, 
though it would not be surprising to find on closer analysis a heavy 
trace of 'frustration and martyrdom. In any event, their presence on 
the project in such numbers' and with sucir zeal for their beliefs Is 
extremely undesirable at the present time.

Sincerely yours,

(Signed) D. S. Myer 
Director

JHProvinse HP

cc: E. B. McMenamin
Philip M. Glick •
Lester K. Ade



COI.PIDKNTIAL PILES

April 3,1943

Mmojikmxm FOR? Th© Director v

FROM: B* R* Staubor/Relocation Planning Officer

SUBJECT: Registration statistics

As all of us in IVRA are keenly a^ar©, the recen t Selective 
Service Registration has developed a mamber of new issues, and has 
brought more sharpy the f or© many problems with which we have 
heretofore been wrestling, particularly those connected with the 
detennnation of loyalty#

I havef as you will recall, prepared instructions which you 
sent to the projects in a teletype of February 27 and March 3參 for 
th© patrial analysis of the answers to Qle stions 27 and 28. including 
a comparison of certain backgrotmd characterlsticsor persons who 
answered f̂Yeaf1 to the loyalty quest ion猶 in contrast to those who 
answered "No*1* This analysis was necessarily rath〇r simple and in­
cluded only factors which were considered a priori to bo of outstand­
ing importainc©#

As I have indicated to you from time to time, th© pattern of 
characteristics of persons answering wYesn compared to those answer- 
ing wN〇n has fallen Into faii*ly well defined lines* For examplef 
among th© ,T!io*3w, the proportion of persons having relatives in Japan, 
thos〇 registered with the Japanese Cons'll and not removing thedj* names 
those who have requested repatriation* and those who trave丄©d tlir
years and studied two years mJapan since 1934, ia much higher, gen­
erally speaking, among persons answering nNor, to Question 28 tihdn 
among those cyiswering wY©s.w.

I discussed this analysis with Major Lansdale of the War Depart­
ment a few days ago* He expressed keen interest and welcomed it as 
affording the first substantive confirmation of some of* the factors 
heretofore deemed Important respecting the loyalty to the United State 
of persons of Japanese ancesti*y*

During the past week, as you know, I have sat with Elmer Rpwalt*s 
coBimlttee which is dev〇loping plans and procoaures for Plan C§ and is 
collaborating on the matter of criteria for determing which evacuees 
shall be considered for Groups 1$ II, and III#

It is Inevitable, as we proceed with any classification of this 
character, that we shall want more and more to know how significant 
may be th© various criteria tnat we use* Already it is clear not only 
that different individuals attach difrerent weights to different cri­
teria, but that they interpret the significance of the criteria in 
different v/ays.

So far, our judgments havo been largely on a priori or empirical 
basis* The initial analysis carried out on the basis of your tele­
types of February 27 and Bilarch 3 is providing highly useful evidence 
as far as it goea，but it is my belief that the \iVRA will be at a 
very definite disadvantagw before long unless we can vary soon have 
the benefit of a far more comprehensive analysis of the information
pertaining to individual ©Vacuees than Is provided by our invQstiffa_ 
tlons so far.
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MEMO from Stauber to Director

エt is my recommendation that we undertake at once a comprehensive 
analysis of an adequate sample of the n804-A,sfr and of the M126 re­
vised*4 forms, supported by the from 26*s, and perhaps additional in- 
fozroatlon# This should be done by use of pnncn cards, coding and 
punching answers on the schedules in such a manner that significant 
differences in virtually all questions can be analyzed參 and the 
various inter-relationships of all factors thrown into bold relief.

I would believe that a sample of between 5,000 and 10,000, 
chosen so as to represent all centers, and suitably controlled as to 
other significant characteristics, should be adequate#

I recomrriend that such ananalysis be started immedxately and 
pressea forward to early completion.

B R Staubor

▲—•S, Attached is a very interesting table based upon a special 
taliy of *th© Man'anar 5 0 4 schedules* Note foi* ©xainple the inca^eas— 
ing percentage of '*N〇rt answers with Increased length of stay in 
Japan, and with Increased schooling#

BRS



OFFICE FOR ERtERGEUCY MANAGEMENT

War Relocation Authority 
226 West Jackson Boulevard 

Chicago, Illinois

April14,1943

CONFIDENTIAL

Mr* Klmer Rowalt 、 パ 1 '
Acting Director 
War Relocation Authority 
Barr Building 
Washington, D, C*

Dear Mr* Howait t

I am sending you herewith, for Mr* %-erfs attention, 
a letter which I have received from J. E. Otis, Jr” 
President}, Dodge Manuractuplr^ Corporation, Mishawaka*
Indiana*

丄 met Mr. Otis one evening at a conference held with 
some of the leading citizens of Mishawaka and South Bend and 
会 interested in our program• H© has been very help-

He has mad© a very decided point and I think the 
resolution of the War Manpower Commission should be given
V©!*》 c o n s id e r a t io n  by Biir* My©i*v 设© six*© in to
the same situation every day• Until this matter of the 
draft is cleared up by the Army, it will ontinue to haunt 
us*

L felt Mr. Myer himself would want to see this letter 
and am therefore sending it to you as confidential.

Sincerely yours,

/Signed/ Elmer L. Shirrell 
Elmer L. Shix*rell 
Relocation Supervisor

Ends • … ,



DODGE MANUFACTURING CORPORATION 
Mishawaka, Indiana

April13,1943

Mr, Elmer L# Shir re 11 
War Relocation Authority
226 West Jackson Blvd* \
Chicago, Illinois

Dear Mr* Shirrellt

Since my last discussion with you and since your repre- 
sentative was in 'this "fcerritioryj I have had a good many discus­
sions regarding the Japanese-American situation and I find there is 
very little antagonism anywhere regarding the rights which American- 
born Japanese 3hould be entitled to* However, there is a very 
distinct objection to having them com© Into a community of this 
kind not subject to the draft#

At the last meeting of the War Manpower Commission held on 
Friday of last week a resolution was passed in which they s aid in 
short that they would not be willing to accept young Japanese— 
Americans in this comnmnity unless they were subject t6 the draft 
as all other boys in this counniinity are*

This is for your confidential information* No publicity 
has been given to the subject and there probably wonft be.

Yours very truly,

/Signed/ J. E# Otis# Jr*
President

JEOtis, jr* 
HE



WAR RELOCAT10N AUTHORITY

Tule Lake Project 
Newell, California

April 21,1943

CONFIDENTIAL

Mr* Dillon S* Myer 
Director
War Relocation Authority
Barr Building ン
Washington, D# C.

Dear Mr, Myer:

In further reply to your confidential airmail letter 
of March 31 regarding the alleged activities of eonscientious 
objectors on our appointed staff, I am pleased to submit a 
final report• All the persons listed in your letter have been 
interviewed either by a representative of the， Internal Security 
Division or'by myself. In addition, the activities of these 
persons have been checked and investigated independently by 
the Internal Security Division, With the exceptions of Miss 
Goldie Nicholson and Miss Nellie Carter, all of the persons 
listed were conscientious objectors or have pacifist leanings. 
Neither Miss Nicholson nor Miss Carter consider themselves as 
conscientious objectors or pacifists and there is nothing in 
their past records, to contradict this. No evidence could be 
obtained either direct or collateral which would support the 
seriousness of the charges made in your letter. In otker 
words, we have nothing on which to base any disciplinary 
action.

Since you pointea out in your letter that Miss Goldie 
Nicholson and MissSnily Light were particularly dangerous to 
the administration and were leaders in an alleged Si anti-war 
propaganda organization^, I interviewed them personally. In 
the case of Miss Nicholson, as indicated above, she is not a 
pacifist or a conscientious objector. She formerly worked 
with Baptist Church groups, including Japanese-Americans, in 
the city of Sacramento, California and lias been ac七ive here in 
church work. Prom all the informa七ion we can obtain, she urged 
her nisei friends to register. Otherwise she promoted the 
registration program. She has encouraged the young men to 
volunteer for the Army and has given one or two entertainments
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:Mr . ’Dillon S. Mydr 
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in the nature or farwell parties for the w  丄unteers who will 
soon be leaving. There is nothing to support the charges made 
against her.

In the case of Miss Light, the evidence is somewhat 
less favorable* On the first day of registration she was de­
tailed to a post in Block 27. During that day the block man­
ager appraently told her that the issei would toe slow to 
register due 七0 wording of Question 28 on Form 126, revised 
(the substitute question had not yet been received)* She 
apparently replied, **I don*t blame them for waiting.n Later 
on in te丄丄ing of tiiis incident to one of her colleague^ she 
made a remark which could easily be interpreted to mean that 
she had instructed the Block 27 residents not to register, A 
check up in that block, however, seems to indicate quite clearly 
that she did not give such advice. After the substitute- question 
was received she felt there was no further reason for anyone 
refusing to register and there is no evidence of any further 
activity which might be considered obstructive. At no time have 
we reason to believe that she made any remarks plicable to the 
registration of citizens.

At the time registration began, Miss Light asked a 'number 
of questions regarding why the registration was necessaiy. Later 
on she asked Sergeant Vincent Sullivan, one of the members of the 
military team, a number of additional questions about registration 
for her information. These questions were interpreted by some to 
mean that she was- opposed to rogistra七ioru It seems c丄ear that 
she was very much opposed to the idea of an all Japanese combat 
team but as far as that goes, so were msiny others including 
Major Marshall andmyself. There is no evidence that she ever 
told anyone not to register or that she ever agitated against 
registration. Miss Light claims to be a conscientious objector 
but エ personally doubt if she could prove it* She is a Congre- 
gationalist, a denomination which has no strong stand on peace.
She has never belonged to a pacifist organization andhas never 
partlcipated in a pacifist propaganda drive,

Mr. Charles Parmerlee, who entered on duty one day before 
registration began, also raised a question regarding the propri­
ety of requiring issei to sign the original Question 28. He 
offered no further cri七icism after the substitute question was 
provided.

The strongest evidence, however, In favor of th〇 persons 
named by you, Is that the grot^ps with which they were most close­
ly identifiea were those which had the highestpercentage of 
registration of any on the project. In other words, the people
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with whom they were working are those who had the best 
registration record. The groups with which they had the 
least contact were those which had the poorest records, name-- 
ly Buddhist and kibei groups* _

For your information, エ am enclosing oopies of two 
interviews between uersons accused and a member of our Internal 
Security staff. These are samples to show you what type of 
ques cions were asked.

I wish to lodge a strong protest against the- activities 
of Mr. Hoffman when he recently visited this center. You have 
advised me that he is the person who submitted the list of names 
contained in your letter. He is also presumed to have reported 
that the list was given to him by Mr. Ployd Wilder, former 
principal of our high sdiool. For your information, there Is 
enclosed a copy of a confidential memorandum addressed to our 
Assistant Project Director by Mr. Wilder, in which he points out 
that Mr. Hoffman solicited the list and rwpresen七ed himself as 
a member of the VVashing.ton staff, delegated to obtain such in- 
gormation and hinted that he was serving in a secret service 
capacity. Mr. Hoffman did not mention this 七o me and ェ strongly 
resnet his snooping around the project in this maner. In the 
future エ suggest that if it is necessary to send anyone here to 
inspect our Fire Control service, that you delegate someone 
other than Mr. Hoffman. エ regret that Ic anot make him welcome 
here again.

Sincerely yours,

(Signed) Harvey M. Coverley
Harvey M. Coverley

Enclosures #33779



CONPIDtNTIAL

Memorandum

May 7 , 1943

To: Mr. G i i c k

Prom: E .  Barker

Mr. Myer s u g g e s t s  s u b s t i t u t i o n  o f  the f o l l o w i n g  s e n ­
tence f o r  the one c r o s s e d  out on the second p age :

nWe w i l l  be g l a d  t o  c a l l  to  the a t t e n t i o n  o f  the F e d e r a l  
Bureau o f  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  th o se  c a s e s  in v o l v i n g  v i o l a t i o n s  o f  
F e d e r a l  law which a r e  to  be r e f e r r e d  to  the United  S t a t e s  
A t to rn e y  f o r  p r o s e c u t i o n ,  or any o th er  c a ^ e s  you may i n d i c a t e  
would be o f  i n t e r e s t  to  your B u r e a u . n

■ . ' - .  ̂ . •

As f a r  a s  Mr. Myer i s  co n cern ed ,  the l e t t e r  w i l l  be r e a d y  
to  go th en .  However, I  thin^: the l a s t  s e n te n c e  needs to  be 
r e v i s e d  a c c o r d i n g l y .

A p r i l  2 , 1943

Mr. D i l l o n  S .  Myer 
Director

War R e l o c a t i o n  A u t h o r i t y  
B a r r  B u i ld i n g  -
W ashington,  D. C. ,

Dear Mr. Myer:

As you p r e d i c t e d ,  I  was v e ry  much i n t e r e s t e d  in  your 
correspon den ce  w i t h  Mr. John Edgar Hoover,  D i r e c t o r  o f  th e  
F e d e r a l  B-ureau o f  I n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  a s  t r a n s m i t t e d  w ith  your 
l e t t e r  o f  March 2 4 .  This  i s  the f i r ^ t  o c c a s i o n  we have

to  l e a r n  o f  the F B I ’ s ana- ly s i s  o'f the - e v e n t s  whicli have
七:！?anjgpir»ed d'uring the p a s t  twp months in  the ceri七e r .

A n-umber o f  the s t a t e m e n t s  made by Mr. Hoover hdp us 
to  u n d e r s t a n d ,  a t  t h i s  l§.te d a t e ,  the r e a s o n s  from some o f  
tlie a c t i o n s  ta k en  by th.e FB I .  In  c e r t a i n  r e s p e c t s ,  b.owevei,> -
エ am compelled to differ with Mr. Hoover, i?rucli as I fegrefc.
to  d o _ s o .  七he secon d  p a ra g r a p h  on Pase 1 ，Mr. H ooversays

I  u n d e rs tan d  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h i s  b u reau  i s  a l l e g e d  
to  have informed the 1<¥RA r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  a t  A l t u r a s ,
G a l i f o r n i a  and Klamath P a l l s , Orqapn t h a t  th ey  had no a u t h o r i t y  
七o h o ld  七he J a p a n e se  wlp were removed” • No such a l l e g a t i o n  
has  been made by me. I f  you w i l l  r e f e r  t o  my te l e g r a m  o f  
F eb ru ary  2 4 ,  you w i l l  note  t h a t  エ s t a t e d  the ttFBI informed 
the D i s t r i c t  A t to r n e y  o f  Modoc Coimty th ey  doubted  whether 
the s l i e r i f f  b.ad any r igb . t  to  h o ld  the ev acu ees  i n c a r c e r a t e d

SS on Sunda y T,. In o th e r  w ords ,  we d id  not  s t a t e  
t h a t  the ffRA r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  a t  the p o i n t s  in  q u e s t i o n  had

the F B I ,  nor d id  we make s t a t e m e n t s  r e g a r d i n g  
Klamath P a l l s ,  Oregon in  t h i s  c o n n e c t io n .

We were a d v i s e d  by the D i s t r i c t  A t to rn e y  o f  MMoc County,
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Mr. Charles Lederer, that he had been informed by the FBI in the 
manner reported to you. Following receipt of your letter of 
March 24, I talked to him again over the telephone• He states 
the facts are as follows：

On Tuesday, February 23, he called Mr, Nap Pieper, Agent 
in Charge of the FBI office in San Francisco, asking him whether 
or not the FBI proposed to prosecute the prisoners we had lodged 
in the Modoc County Jail on February 2 1 , or whether he was to 
prosecute them locally. Mr. Heper advised that he would inquire 
into the matter and communicate with him further. On the following 
day, an FBI agent at Sacramento, California telephoned to 
Mr, Lederer and stated that he had been requested by Mr, Pieper 
to inform him that the prisoners.were no七 being held at the request 
of the FBI and that he questioned whether they were properly held 
upon the request of any government agency, and that it was assumed 
they were, being detained on the responsibility of Modoc County,
This was the first time we were aware Mr. Lederer had first 
communicated with the FBI. He tells me he was under the bonafide 
mistaken a台sumption that the FBI was somehow involved. He also 
assures me that the information given him by the FBI agent at 
Sacramento was of such ^(nature as to alarm him and make him be­
lieve that he was holding the prisoners without any right to do 
so • He also gained the impression from this conversation that 
the FBI fel七 WiiA did not have authority to commit these prisoners*

エn the same paragraph of Mr* Hoover1s letter he says 
flThis Bureau was originally informed of the situation being en­
countered in Camp Newell, In connection with the registration of 
Japanese for military service, on February 1 7 , 1945H. Our records 
reveal this is not quite true. エ first reported that we were 
encountering difficulty in connection with the registration on 
Monday, February 15, vi.a l.ong distance telephone to Mr. McConnell 
of the FBI office in San Francisco. This report was made to 
Mr. McConnell because エ was advised that he was in charge of all 
FBI activities in Northern California. After advising Mr. McConnell 
of the kind of resistance and the interference we were encourrfcering, 
he told me he would see what could be done and would phone me 
back. In the course of his conversation, however, he more or 
less led me to believe he did not consider the matter very_ serious 
and wasn * t sure that 七 he re was anything they could do, unless we 
would a scertain specifically what acts w©r© being performed, who 
was doing them and gather all necessary evidence in connection 
therewith. エ told him thatif we were in position to do these 
things, we would not need, t:11e FBI• Later the same evじning (around 
7 or 8 o ! clock, I would estima七 e ) エ received a call from Mr. Hart,
the FBI agent stationed at Red Biuff, California, who stated he had.
been informed by Mr. McConnell of my call and wondered i-f I could 
give him a little more specific information about what was happening, 
in order tha七 he might ascertain the best way that he could serve us.
I gave him all the information we had available about the kind of hid­
den and subversive opposition arrayed against us* His conversation
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Page 3.

then conveyed to me the attitude that it did not seem very serious 
and that he thought we were over-emphasizing its-importance. He also 
inferred that he Had previously visited the Project once or twice on 
what he felt were nwiid goose chaises11 and hardly considered it would be 
worthwhile for him to"come here on a similar mission* I then 
made it quite plain, in my exasperation, that エ felt we were 
not getting very good cooperation from -his agency• He there­
upon advised me that if we would get all the details about '
' specific acts being cpimaitted, wi七]i the pames of the persons 
connected, he would be very glad tp comeNup and. conduct an in­
vestigation. I therefore told him, as ェ 31ad told Mr. McConnell, 
that if we were in possession this information, we. would not 
need any help. On the following morning,エ received another 
telephone call from Mr. McConnell, who again asked me just what 
was laappening* and what kinds of acts were be'ing committed, which 
we wished investigated* In the meantime,1 had analyzed some-̂  
whsct more carefully the experiences through which we were passing 
and was,able to state more concisely.jus七取hat it was we wanted.
Mr, McConnell then told me he would get in touch with -appropriate, 
officials and see what could be done. This ^conversation was much 
mor̂ e agreeable and indicated a more cooperative attitude. There 
were one or two other telepJaonB c Olivers at i oils with FBI represent- 
aセives between Tuesdary and Friday•

On Friday evening, February 19, I reported tp the San Fi»an_ 
cisco office, over the telephone, the.fact that 34 residents of 
Block 42'had come to the Adininistrative. Building- that afternoon 
and presented us with a written statemen七 advising that they 
refused to register* ェ w as told "by 131e FBI office that the 
matter was being considered in WasMtigton and there was nothing 
they could do for the time being* I then complained, as エ had、 

before, that the FBI in Phoenix had assisted the Gila' River Pro-, 
ject immediately, and without any' delay, ̂ upon request.- I also ad­
vised tliat the FBI offices in Los Angeles, Salt Lake City and 
other places 3iad given similar as sis tan os to Manzanar, Central^,
Utah an4 other relocation centers. San Francisco 七}len advised . い  

me that it made no difference how other offices acted^ they were 
proceeding in accordance with instructions and would take no 
action until their Washington office had issued orders*

At this point, may Ic all attention to the first paragraph . 
on Page 3 of Mr. Hoover1 s letter, in which he stated that so ecial 
agents were conducting Investigations into this matter on 
—FebrusLry .20 and 2 1 , 1943. As you know, we. did not hake the 
arrests in Block 42 until 5:DO P.M.on the "afternoon of February 21. 
Prior to that time- we had only made one arrest, that of Mr..
Junichi Nimura on Tuesday, February-16. So far as I know, no 
FBI men ?/ere making any investigations on. the dates mentioned.
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On the evening of Tuesday, February 23, I received a 
telephone call from Mr. Gleysteen and Mr* Jacoby, (no relation 
to our Internal Security Shief) who advised they were FBI agents 
who had just arrived at Klamath Palls, Oregon to assist us with 
our investigation• エ  made an appointment with them for 8:30 the 
following morning in my office. They arrived therefore, on 
Wednesday, February 24. So far as I am aware, be七ween my first 
telephone call on Pebi»uary 15 and February 24,. these were the 
first agents to visit the project.

With reference to the third paragraph of Mr. Hooverfs 
letter, may エ state that I, like you, was under the impression 
at the time the arrests were made on February 2 1 , that a violation 
o f the regulations of the Selective Service Act was involved. 
Furthermore, I wasn’t aware that all violations of this act, 
were under the exclusive jurisdiction of the FBI. Your letter 
to Mr. Hoover indicates that you thought similarly.

When tlie two agents, above mentioned, arrived here on 
the morning of February 24, they asked us why we had proceeded 
to make arrests on suspicion of violation of Selective Service 
re guilt ions when such matters were under their jurisdiction. They 
also_ questioned why the project attorney had proceeded to inter­
view fhe prisoners after their arrest. It may be stated there­
fore, they did. not question my general authority to arrest 
evacuees and remove them from the project, but in effect； they 
did question my authority to arrest these particular evacuees.
In this respect, therefore, Iwould say that Mr. Hoover is in 
error. エ explained to the agents that such a statement tfame 
from them with poor- grace, in view of the fact that we had been 
trying for appro:xiinately 七en days to obtain their assistance and 
then when it became absolutely necessary for us to proceed with­
out them, they criticized us for taking action. Nevertheless,
I did request 風;r. O’Brien to dicontinue His investigation, in 
view of the fact that the FBI claimed e^aiusive jurisdiction. 
Subsequently, as Mr. Hoover states,1七 was determined there was 
no violation of the Selective Service Act. involved. Neverthe­
less , after this fact bejcarae known, the FBI men continiled their 
investigation* They departed from the project on the evening 
of March 1 , advising us they would let us know as soon as possible 
whether or not they intended to prosecute. We did not receive 
any further coimnunication from them. After waiting for more 
than a .week, Mr. 0!Brien made a trip to San Francisco and tele­
phoned to Mr. Gleysteen at the FBI office on March 9, in order 
to get an answer. Mr. Gleysteen told him the FBI haS ncrt reached 
a final decision but if he were in Obrien1 s shoes, he would 
proceed on the asstanption the FBI was not interested in the matter. 
He also hinted to Mr. O’Brien that it would be useless for him to 
take tiie problem up with the Unit ed States Attorney.
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In  a l l  r e s p e c t s  c o n cern in g  the  v i s i t  o f  七]ae FBI ,  we 
c o o p e r a t e d  w i th  them i n  e v e r y  p o s s i b l e  way. We made a v a i l a b l e  
s p e c i a l  q u a r t e r s  o u t s i d e  our A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  where they  
c o u ld  in t e r v i e w  p r i v a t e l y ,  p e r s o n s  whom they  w ished  to  i n v e s t i ­
g a t e .  vVe p l a c e d  a d r i v e r  and a c a r  a t  t h e i r  d i s p o s a l  f o r  b r i n g ­
in g  p e r s o n s  to  be q u e s t i o n e d .  When n e c e s s a r y ,  our エn t e r n a l  
S e c u r i t y  o f f i c e r s  were a v a i l a b l e  七0 a s s i s t  them. Upon t h e i r  
d e p a r t u r e ,  b o th  Mr. G le y s te e n  and Mr, J aco b y  e x p r e s s e d  f u l l  
s a t i s f a c t i o n  w ith  al 1 a s p e c t s  o f  t h e i r  s t a y  h e r e .

With r e f e r e n c e  to  th e  l a s t  p a r a g r a p h  o f  Mr. Hoover1s 
l e t t e r ,  may I  s t a t e  t h a t  we a r e  most d e s i r o u s  o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  
a r e l a t i o n s h i p  w ith  the FBI which w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  u s  o b t a i n in g  
t h e i r  a s s i s t a n c e  prom ptly  when i t  i s  needed .  We r e a l i z e  t h e i r  
i n v e s t i g a t i v e  f a c i l i t i e s  and r e s o u r c e s  a re  in com parab ly  b e t t e r  
t h a a  our  own* We would "be mos 七 ]lappy to  make f u 丄1 u s e  o f  them.
ェt  i s  n o t  on ly  d i s c o u r a g i n g ,  b u t  somewhat h u m i l i a t i n g ,  however, 
to  b e s e e c h  them fo r  h e lp  o ver  a p e r i o d  o f  time and then  t o  be 
c r i t i c i z e d  l a t e r  f o r  h av ing  taken  such  a c t i o n  a s  we thought 
n e c e s s a r y  and p r o p e r .

P l e a s e  l e t  me make i t  c l e a r  too  t h a t  we a r e  p e r f e c t l y  
w i l l i n g  to  f-urnish the FBI w ith  a l l 七he in f o r m a t io n  we have 
a v a i l a b l e  a s  to  why we need t h e i r  s e r v i c e s  i n  any paxvfcicu丄g r  
i n s t a n c e . We do c o n s i d e r  I t  ©mbarrasing on the  o th e r  hand, 
to  have our r e q u e s t s  t r e a t e d  a s  though th ey  .were l e s s  s e r i o u s  
than  we c o n s i d e r  them, w ith  the in f e r e n c e  t h a t  we had become 
unduly  e x c i t e d  about  a t r i v i a l  raattei**  In t h i s  c o n n e c t io n ,  i t  
may be s i g n i f i c a n t  to p o i n t  out  t h a t  we d i d  not  o b t a i n  any 
a s s i s t a n c e  from the  FBI u n t i l  a f t e r  c o n s i d e r a b l e  newspaper 
p u b l i c i t y  had b een  g i v e n  to  a l l '  our  t r o u b l e s ,  making i t  obv ious  
to  them t h a t  the  s i t u a t i o n  w as ,  i f  an y th in g ,  more s e r i o u s  than  
we had d e s c r i b e d  i t *

S i n c e r e l y  y o u r s ,

Harvey M. Goverley 
P r o j e c t  D i r e c t o r



OFFICE OF WAR INFORMATION 
Washington

May 19,1943

CONFIDENTIAL

Mr* Billon S* Myer,
Director,
V/ar Relocation Authority 
Washington, D. C«

Dear Mr# Myers

Attached is copy of a letter I have sent 
to the head of our Hollywood office today* You 
wili not© "that エ omitted references to Kaval In­
telligence and the FBI* This Is because in the 
case of OKI w© were aslced on an occasion
not to spread woi»d of its use of nisei.

Best regards,

(Signed) Lowell Mellett 
Lov/ell l/ellett,
Chieft
Bureau of Motion Pictures

Enel



May 1 9 , 1943,

Mr# Hel aD n Poynter 
Bureau of Motion Picture^,
Office of War Information,
Hollywood, California 、

Dear Kels:

I have a memorandum from Dillon S, R̂ yer, Director,
War Relocation Authority, in which he says?

”We propose that positive suggestions be made to 
the motion picture industry concerning the representation of 
Americans of Japanese ancestry, commonly known as nisei, in 
feature movies* It is our thought that the following ideas 
be presented in appropriate form by your representatives who 
have contact with motion picture producers, writers, and 
directors： • •

,?a* That it be made evident tdiat agents and officials 
of the Japanese government do not trust the nisei#

nb. That nisei be represented as aiding authorities 
of the United States government in apprehending 
enemy agents*

That there are approximately 7,000 Americans of 
Japanese ancestry in the United States A m y  at 
the present time* . ' ノ

• nd* That Aiaericans of Japanese ancestry are incensed
by atrocities of the Japanese government and amy. 
As an example, 801diers o:f Japanese ancestry at ‘ 
Gamp Shelby, Mississippi, bought over §100,000 
v/orth of war bonds in two days Iiranediately follow­
ing the announcement that the Japanese government 
had executed American fliers captured after the 
bombing of Tokyo, ** %

エ think: it would be well for you to have evevjbody on 
the staff absorb this inrormation and b© prepared to present it 
to any studio engaged in making or contemplating any picture 
dealing with Japanese in America, either primarily or incidentally

Best regards,

Lowell Fsellett, Chief
cci Mr* Dillon S, Myer Bureau of Motion Pictures



: . ,/ CONFIDENTIAL

The Honorable 
The Secretary of War 
Washington, D. C .

Dear Mr, Secretary:

エー wish to thank jdvl for the support which the War Department 
has given the program of the W狂]? Re：10ca七ion Autliori七y genep狂 
I value the advice and assistance I have received from Assistant 
Secrebary McClov and other members of your staff •, Without the 
assistance of the War Department our'task would be immensely 
more difficult, if not impossible, to perform. More and More 
エ come to realize tlia七 七 he work of the War Relocation Authority, 
not merely.as it touches the restricted military areas, but in 
many of its larger aspects, necessarily must lean heavily upon 
the W&r Department for assistance, and guidance if it is to be 
successful. i

For t h e s e  r e a s o n s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y , . !  am d i s t u r b e d  to  l e a r n  
iroin your l e t t e r  of* May 10 tlie viow held, by tlie Wa.3? Department 
on the  r e l a 七ed q u e s t i o n s  o f  evacuee m o r a l e ,  s e g r e g a t i o n  of 
e v a c u e e s ,  and ishe t r e a t m e n t  of e v a c u e e s  b e l i e v e d  to  be d i s l o y a l .
I  nave known f o r  some time t h a t  the Western Defense  Command

?■ P〇 i n .̂ 2^T-V̂ e ^ Q ^ s s t io n s  somewhat a t  v a r i a n c ew i t h ^ o u r s ,  but  I  had n o t ^ r e a l i z e d  u n t i l  I  r e a d  your l e t t e r  and 
was^informed of Mr. McCloyf s re.commendations to ^ th e  Senate  

. M i l i t a r y  A f f a i r s  Committee t h a t  ihe p o i n t  o f  view o f  the  Western 
D efense  O-oramand on t h e s e  Questioi is  a p p e a r s  to  be s e t t l e d  '
War Department o p in io n .  >  x

T? s a y  t h a t  " the  Wfa Relocja七i o n  A u t h o r i t y  sh ou ld  t a k e
11711116d l a t e . s t e p s  to  s c r e e n  ou t  from tlie c e n t e r s  and. s esirep'ate 
in  c l o s e  confinement a l l  i n d i v i d u a l s  a p p e a r in g  to have p ro -  
J a p a n e s e  sy m p ath ie s^  in  my judgement i s  to  s t a t e  the problem

S&Z ^9-a ：̂  *fi t  h a s  b een  and rem ain s  tne o p in io n  or the  War Departmeni； a l r e a d y  f r e q u e n t l y  e x p r e s s e d  
七o..y〇11、 t h a t  m u c i i七r o u b le  c o u ld  laave "been ayo;lde.d. 七hese
tro u b le m ak ers  had been  removedt f r 〇m the r e l o c a t i o n  c e n t e r s  and : 
p l a c e d  i n  r i g o r o u s  c o n f in e m e n tM im p l i e s  t h a t  the War D e p a r t -  
巧 n t  "ha.L p r e s e n t e d  to t:Ms..A'utho.:rit,y a cons i s . t e n t :  approach  to  
the problem o f  s e g r e g a t i o n ,  and t h a t  the War H e l o c a t i o n  A u - . 
t n o r l t y  h as  c o n s i s t e n t l y  ig n o red ^ o r  opposed  such s u g g e s t i o n s .

I f e e l  i t  i s  on ly  f a i r  to  p o i n t  out  t h a t  i f  s e g r e g a t i o n  
?Q/〇d been accom plished  by the War R e l o c a t i o n ： A u th o r i ty  durinj 
1942 and the e a r l y  p a r t  of t h i s  y ea r  as  e a s i l y  a s  your l e t t e r  
Im p l ie s^  i t  c o u ld  a l s o  have b e e n  ac c o m p l i sh ed  by tne War D ep art -  
ment duri ftg  th e  e v a c u a t i o n  p e r i o d .  S u b s t a n t i a l l y  a l l  the i n -

^ 〇UtAi ? 2 i v ^ $ i a l  e v^ cu ees  aGt u a l l y  a v a i l a b l e  to  the 
to  ? r i o r  to  r e g i s t r a t i o n  was a v a i l a b l eto  tne A m y a t  the t im e  o f  e v a c u a t io n  and. l a t e r .  I f  mass 、

〇 n a i  a and i n d i v i d u a l  b a s i s  i s  so  s im ple  t h a t  
the War R e l o c a t i o n  A u th o r i ty  i s .  t o  be C T i t i c i z e d '  f o r  .not
c S a t iE n  a w h o le s a l e  e v a -
if individLf,cessary-be so  r e a d i l y  d e term ined  a s  your l i t t e r
have been possible to e v a c m L  ，Pl ， $ shouldP a c i f i c  C o as t  a r e a  ' e v a c m t e  the dangerous  ■ from the



D. S . Myer, June 8 , 1 9 4 3  

—2-

I f  m i l i t a r y  cons i d e r a t i o n s  o th e r  than  th e  d a n g e r  from d i s ­
l o y a l  i n d i v i d u a l s , such a s  danger  of c i v i l  d i s o r d e r ,  f o r  e x ­
ample , prompted w h o le sa le  e v a c u a t i o n ,  then  I  s u g g e s t  the Array 
had a second o p p o r t u n i t v  t o  e f f e c t u a t e  s e g r e g a t i o n ,  t h a t  i s ,  
a u r in g  the a s s em b ly  c e n t e r  p e r io d  when p l a n s " f o r  rem oval  to  
r e l o c a t i o n  c e n t e r s  were i n  p r e p a r a t i o n .

T h e ^ e a r l i e s t  s e g r e g a t i o n  p r o p o s a l s  p r e s e n t e d  to  the War 
g e丄o c ^ t io n  A u t a o r i t y  a d v o c a te d  removing c e r t a i n  broad  c l a s s e s  from the evacuee  p o p u l a t i o n .  The f i r s t  s p e c i f i c  s u g g e s t i o n  
wS ^ . made L t * C o l a n d e r  K. D. R i n g l e ,  a Naval  I n t e l l i g e n c e
office:^ who served for several weeks with、七he War Relocation

e a r l y  summer o f  1 9 4 2 .  He s u g g e s t e d  se f t r e -
g a t i n g  K i b e i  who had r e s i d e d  f o r  a .cei*七a i n  num它 e r  o f  y e b r s  
去n J a p j n .  y h e i r  p a r e n t s  and c h i l d r e n  would a l s o ,  tinder
Commander n i n g l e f s sv ig ges ted  p l a n ,  be s e g r e g a t e d .  On August 

1 9 4 2 .  we r e c e i v e d  t h e  f i r s t  fo r m a l  s u g g e s t i o n  from  the

K ib e i  b u t  a l s o  th e  I s s e i  be s e g r e g a t e d  and t h a t  r e  pa 
be a sk e d  f o r  b o th  g r o u p s .

Lly th e  
t r i a t i o n

Hj l 〇c a t i 〇n A u t h o r i t y ,  a f t e r  f u l l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  
r e j e c t e d  t h e  id e a  o f  s e g r e g a t i n g  e n t i r e  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  the

ns t i 1 1  t h a t  x,hile  we should
p r o b a b ly  lo o k  w i t h ， p a r t i c u l a r  care  a t  the i n d i v i d u a l s  who 
f a l l  in t o  c e r t a i n  s p e c i f i c ^  c a t e g o r i e s ,  the  a r b i t r a r y  rem oval  
of  an e n t i r e  c l a s s  would be u n j u s t ,  unwise ,  and s e r i o u s l y  
damaging to  evacuee m o ra le .  The e v a c u a t io n  p r o c e s s  i t s e l f  was 
sucn a GS-tegorica l  segreffafcion in v o l v in g ^  as  h.as been  acknow- 

i n j u s t i c e s  to M i v i d u a l s # The e v a c u a t io n  was 
m i l i t a r y  u r g e n c y ,  Imt m i l i t a r y  n e c e s s i t y  co u ld

c f t e g ^ l c a l  b a s i s  a s  proposed  
* -tbe d i s l o y a l  or the grou p  were now" in 

〇al*e c u s to d y  under m i l i t a r y  g u ard .

nr 4-vf2r T〇〇f5， , ^ llere were P o e t i c a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s .  Removal o f  the  I s s e i  ©n m sse ^ w o u ld  have d i s r u p t e d  the m a i o r i t y  o f  the 
f a m i l i e s .  There a r e  i n  t e  c e n t e r s  some 4 0 ,0 0 0  A f r i c a n  c i t i z e n s  
\maer a g e ,  most of whom a r e  sons  and d a u g h te r s  of
a丄i e n s .  At the t im e  o f  e v a c u a t i o n  G en era l  DeWitt had r e p e a t e d l vreass-ured  t h e  evacuees  t h a t  f a m i l y  c o m p o s i t io n  would n ot  be 
a i s t u r b e d : in  f a c t ,  t h e  Western D efense  Command put i t s e l f  to  
g r e a t  t r o u o l e  t o  u n i t e  f a m i l i e s  d u r in g  and im m ediate ly  f o l l o w ­
in g  e v a c u a t io n  t o  a s sem b ly  c e n t e r s .  Removal o f  th e  K i b e i ,  
l i k e w i s e ,  would have p e n a l i z e d  many l o y a l  c i t i z e n s .  In t h i s  
oon n ect io n  i t  i s  r e l e v a n t  t h a t  a l a r g e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  the e v a c u e e s  
r e c r u i t e d ,  fo r  tli© s p e c i a l  Army sclioox a t  Camp S a v a g e .  Minnesota  
ana f o r  . the Navy langi^ge sc l ioo l  a t  the U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Co lorado  9 
a re  K i b e i .  .

〇n October 5 G en era l  DeWitt p r e s e n t e d  to  th e  Ch ie f  o f  S t a f f  
an oth er  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n p r o p s i n g  b o th  s e g r e g a t i o n  and the  r e -  
t snt i ion  o f  a l l  6vsoi6 6s in  t  Iig CGnt@rs Tot tliG puppos© of* a 
s tu d y  to  develop  d a t a  f o r  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  w a r f a r e .  This  would 
have meant h o ld in g  a l l  e v a c u e e s  in c e n t e r s .  Other recommendat5 ons 
were p r e s e n t e d  o!i October 9 and October 30 .  On December 30
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in response to my personal request to Assistant Secretary McCloy, the War Department outlined the following comprehensive plan for segre­
gation：

w(a) All evacuees who did indicate their desire to accept repatriation or were loyal to Japan*
"(t) A.11 -parolees from detention and internment camps now living in relocation center%*

All evacuees having an evaluated internal security police record during assembly or relocation center re­
sidence. ^

w(d) All evacuees who are listed and ©Taluated "by th© intel** ligenee service as potentially dangerous and who are not included in the above mentioned categories•
N(e) Uem̂>eis of the issnediate families of listed segregatees and groups (t>) and (c) above where the segregatee i® 

listed as a family head*"
In items (c) and (d) of this proposal, the idea of ŝcreening outM individuals, in addition to segregating entire categories, was pro­
posed for the first time*

The War Reloeation Authority believes that a plan of segregation based upon the examination of individaftls through the customary pro­cesses utilized V  intelligence agencies, or T)y hearings or other more or lees formal process, represents a sound approach to the problem* Segregation is not, however, a simple procedure. It requires a great deal of background, study and work among the population to "be dealt with, It requires the Imilding up of police and intelligence records and analysis such as has lseen proceeding since the registration program v&s carried out on the centers in ̂ etmary 1943*
Until the registration was effectuated the War Belocation Authority had no adequate %asis for conducting a large 3cale segregation program based upon the examination of individual cases. The Japanese-JLmerican population tvas turlied over to the War Relocation Authority progressively from May to Novemiber,1942. No basic records were supplied, the Authority by the Arnay* We were denied the privilege of securing questionnaires from evacuees vdiile they remained in assembly centers* We had no access to the intelligenee renord̂  of the period prior to e-menation. We had 

no information about the individual® in our custody except that which tias developed during the course of managing the centers. Since we did not have half the population xmtil ̂ ugast 25,1942 and did not secure all of the remainder until Hovember 1,1942, we naturally were co®«* pelled to move- slowly in approaching the problem of screening out the agitators. As a practical natter , we had to wait until the individuals made trouble on the centers* W© had to locate them* It was essential that we make certain w© had the right people "before we moved, and then 
we did remove them f̂ om the ce&ters*
nothin 伽 ，知 伽 n W ca^^acms&ri3t~
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In light 6f those facts I think the Authority can be accused of 
nothing more than exercising reasonable caution in dealing with 
this problem. In December, 1942, following the incident at 
Manzanar, we established an isolation center for the piirpose of 
segregating troublemakers . We also developed procedures in colla­
boration with^the Justice Department for sending trouble-making 
alines to internment camps ope rated by that Department. Under 
the procedures thus developed and through the collaboration of\ 
the Federal Bureau.of Investigation, about.1〇〇 aliens and.55 citi- 
zens have "been removed from tile centers and placed in detention 
camps or the isolation center.

Now, on the basis of the information developed during registra- 
tion, I feel that for the first time the War Relocation Authority 
has a reasonably adequate background of information on which to 
proceed with the process of screening out disloyal or potentially 
disloyal individuals .

While segregation of evacuees might have been accomplished 
during the process of evacuation and movement from assembly centers 
to relocation centers without adding materially 七o the frsutration 
and insecurity the evacuees were obliged to experience, once they 
were settled in relocation centers it—became evident that 七he only 
positive form of segregation is that involved in relocation of loyal 
Individuals outside the centers. It is unfortunate that the outside 
relocation prograin has ne ver teen wide丄y regarded as a process of 
segregation, as, of coiorse, it is. In fact, if ̂ one looks primarily 
at the welfare of the Japanese-American population, it is the only 
process of wholesale segregation which has very much to recommend it.

At this point I should like to consider briefly the general 
subject of evacuee morale in relocation centers. Again, I regret 
to say. your comments regarding the situation appear to me to be an 
over-simplification of the problem, I do not minimize the in­
fluence of what you have called the tfpro-Jspanese minority groupn 
in the centers. When this group has acted in such a way as to 
provide a basis for removal of ihdividuals to the isolation center, 
or has justified other such.action, we have taken it. But the 
fact is that many of the qb 七ensibly pro-Japanese, the repatriates, 
for example, have generally not been a source of trouble in the 
centers. either by overt ac^ or by agitation among the rest of the 
community. Agitation by the disloyal element plays a part in the 
problem out by no means the leading role. We would "be making a 
serious mistake to assume that by taking out the disloyal-we will 
solve the problem of mcr ale among the remainder.

So far as we have been able to determine, morale in the 
cen 七 ers generally develops through a series of stages and f luct^tes. 
First, there is the period of initiating work, receiving evacuees, and 
getting the centers organized. Generally, this period has been 
characterized by a high degree of cooperation and hopefulness on the 
part of the evacuees. This period has ordinarily been followed by 
a period of increasing dissatisfaction and bitterness as the 
people settled down in their new location and began to c cntemplate
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their situation• In three or four centers the second period culminated in some kin̂  of incident, but this was by no means universally the case. Generally, in the centers which started later, we were able, on the basis of the exper­ience gained in the centers which started earlier, to anticipate such inei-_ dents. Tli© cycle of development, however, was substantially tlie same in all centers. To be entirely objective, one must say that morale now and at all
tim es in  tbe p a s t  has v aried  from centeir to center, depending upon localデ 011-
ditions, in part the ability of the project management and in part on acci­dents of time and local circumstances. Speaking generally, however, morale in the centers is at the moment better than it has been at any time since the centers were established* This may in part be due to recovery of balance 
following the emOTidnal stTain of the registration. B

Because of the in〇)〇rtance you have attached to the astivities of the disloyal element, I should like to return to that subject. I think it is elementary that the influence of agitators in any group of people depends more upon the receptivity of the group than upon the skill and energy of the agitators. The dislqyal group, in my judgment, waild have relatively little influence upon the majority of Japâ ê c-Merican population if they were not already badly demoralized as a result of the treatment they have received. We have definite evidence, for example, that the disloyal people have taunted the loyal and cooperative citizeas about their citizenship and about how little it actually means uben they can be forcibly removed from their homes and confined in what in physical respected are concentra-tion  canps, and in  most cases forced to s a c r i f i c e  property  and chance to
earn a livelihood. Now, segregation may ranove the subversive ones who do the taunting, but it cannot remove that realization from the loyal popu­lation* The real cause of bad evacuee morale is evacuation and all the losses, insecurity, and frustration it entailed, plus the continual "drum drum" of certain harbingers of hate and fear whose expressions appear in the mb 14c press or are broadcast over the radio* A segregation program which imposes additional restrictions on the disloyal, without, removing the restrictions and reestablishing the rights of the loyal, will not accomplish 
v6ry much in improvein©ii1; of morale#

In saying this I do not wish to convey the impression we are unwilling to pursue a program of segregation based upon an appraisal of individual cases We are williiig to do so and are undertaking the necessary planning ^riauncr^nn û frtaking, but I should not like anyone to overestimate

藏 ヨ ヨ 王 ^^^^^moralization it will entail* ^

I think I should point out in this connection that the WRA has never had *i facilities with which to establish a segregation center

， 01 ♦in。 iPVACUB6S in ordsr to inak© Yoom for



D. S. B̂ er, June 8,1943 
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no hope that priorities to construct new facilities could be secured.
Now that relocation has reduced the population of the centers from a maxim\im of 107,000 to somewhat less than 100,000, with other evacuees leaving regularly on both seasonal and indefinite leave, we can look forward to making shifts Trtiich will release one or more centers for se­gregation purposes. The process will be a disrupting one, neverthe1ess•It will be virtually impossible, for exan̂ le to effect wholesale segrega­tion said at the same time meet the agricultural production quotas of the centers this year. Since our budget for food purchase contemplates 5̂,000,000 wort̂ /food production, it is vital to the administration of the centers that the sTgricultural program be interfered with as little as possible. Simi­larly, our efforts to secure a mxiinum utilization of evacuees in seasonal agricultural labor outside the centers will undoubtedly be delayed, as will the indefinite leave program, and the school program, by the process of segregatian* Aad finally, the constitutional problems inherent in the con­finement of American citizens will be sharpened and brought more definitely into question when citizens are confined without ]e ave privileges in segre­gation centers. I mention these points merely to make clear the fact tiiat segregation has disadvantages• From the point of view purely of the Japanese- American population, tlie disadvantages appeat to outwiegh the advantages.
However, if it will help to secure acceptance of the relocation pro­gram, we are willing to accept the consequences of segregation in the centers. Our real problem both in m̂ dntaining moral© in the centers and in securing the relocation of evacuees arises not from the problems which se- gregation will solve, but from the pijiblie attitude often expressed that no

Japanese can be trusted, from the point of view which engenders restrictive and discriminatory legislation, wMeh seeks to deprive Japanese-Americansof theiivcitizenship, and to class all of then as enemies no matte-r what
their individual records may be. Perhaps segregation will help us to deal with tlat point of view more effectively.

We have almost decided to use Tule Lake as the segxgation center for a nuntoer of reasons -• tiiere are a rather large number of non-registrants and 
repatriates there now. It has good facilities for subsistence food pro-duct i on, aad i t  l i e s  w ith in  the evacuated area where moveaient in and out of '
"the csuter reejuires spocisiX permitis and escoirts wibicli makes i"t un.desirs.bl© as a center from which to relocate. Before we make public announcements we vould be glad to have your opinion as to the xas© of this center for this purpose

Sincerely,

/s/ D. S. B̂ yer Director
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Baker
Mr* BSyer

Public Attitudes

Mr* Myer

In regards to the Japanese question I believe like many 

a Californian that you are a damned Jew, one of the greasy money 

loving kikes* If so, money (Jap Money) must be at the bottom of 

your releasing the -p llow vermin. If you are not a Kike then you 

must be a bribe taking (Jap bribe) son-〇r-a-bitch* If we Cali­

fornians ever catch a Jap around here we will pa 七 the yellow 

bastard in the face with a shovel. It is too bad the average 

citizen cannot get a crack at a son-of-a-bitch like Mr# Dillon 

S* Myer. May all your children be half Japs and you die of the 

Syph* The Wheelers# ¥sjqt & Lindbergh*s almost wrecked us and now 

you and your kind in Washington are carrying on the sneaky cause•



CONFIDENTIiX

June 12,1943

——  ,

Mr. Dillon S* Myer Director
War Relocation Authority Barr Building Washington, B. C.
Dear Mr. Ĵyer:
Miss Florence yalne, Technical Director of the Navy Japanese Language Schoolat the University of Colorado at Boulder, contacted this office this week and asked for permission to go to ifeart Moxintain, Minidoka and Central Utah for the purpose of recruiting twelve or fifteen more instructors for the school at Boulder.
She was advised that I conteanplated making "the same trip between now and the end of June and invited her to go with me.
Mr. Girardo, Miss Walne and I will leave here the 17th and exj)ect to return to Denver the 27th or 28th.
Miss Walne, of course, was somewhat concerned over the continued publicity- regarding the relocation centers and the Japanese people in general. She advised that she found it quite hard to maintain good morale among her instructors on the one hand, and that public sentiment at Boulder seemed to rise and fall in accordance with the amount of piblicity which the Japanese people in. the relocation centers received in The Denver Post* Right now, of course, they are getting a rather large amount, due to the hearings of the Dies Coimittee in Los Angeles.
Miss Walne made one interesting observation while she was here. It seems that at the time of. the burst of articles written by Carberry of The Post about Heart Moxintain, Robert Stearns, President of the Uaiversity of Colorado, at Miss Walne1 s request, and Captain Roberts, of the Navy and the faculty in general, personally contacted the Ci1y Editor of The Denver Post (I presume this to be Mr. Marticu Miss Walne was not certain of the name) and advised the City Editor that their articles were having an effect on public senti­ment to the extent that quite possibly hindering the ware ffort by the quality of the teaching that was going on up there. The City Editor infonned BSr. Stearns, according to Miss Walne, that he was very sorry about that and that The Post had no intent of inciting the public against the loyal Japanese, but that their campaign was directed against the Grovernment in general and the inefficiency of the War Relocation Authority in particular.
This, of course, is exactly the opposite from that reported from three other sources, namely: Mr. John 3akerfs talk with Shepherd, Sarron Beshoar̂  talk with Shepherd and Gene Cervix talk with Shepherd, in that they were soriy thai; any individuals or Government agencies had to be dragged along with the general program but that their program was a program of arousing piblic senti­ment against Japanese, whether American bom or foreign born, wherever theymight find ttieDi and in whatever situations they might find them*



Malcolm E , Pitts, June 12,1943

Miss Wlane advised that Captain Roberts, who is the Commandant of the Navy Language School, made a very forceful memorial address regarding the re­lationships of America and resident alien and American bom Japanese*She advised that it did a great deal* to help the trouble d watersof public opinion in Boulder. Captain. Roberts has gone before the Boulder Post of the American Legion and esade similar talks. Since Captain Roberts has been so helpful in generalt I requested that she send, if she could get them, copies of his talks and they will be sent back to you.
It is TOndered if anjr follow up lias been made on the sub je <;t which I left when I was in Washington, i« e" attempting through the National Press Association, to bring some pressure to bear on The Demrer Post and the Hearst Syndicate to not look for eveiy possible chance they can to do destruction, to pass over little incidents, and to temper what articles they do publish, to the fact- finding and not & nerve-rou8ing report.
It was thought that you would be interested in this report of the absolutely opposite stand taken by a meB4)er of The Denver Poet staff when approached from another angle which includes ths strength of the Navy*

Sincerely,

/s/ Malcolm E. PittsMalcolm £• PittsActing Field Assistant Director
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Segregation

TT* from Stafford to l^yer 
Aug* 139 1943

P A G !11 OF SEGREGATION laSUiO, STATES PROJECT DIRECTOR SHALL DETEESIINE WHETHER PERSONS 
IH CATEGORY 2 ARE LOYAL TO JAPM Am  APPfim^E OR DISAPFRO^ THEK FOR SEGREGATION 
ACCOHDINGLy. P^GE 6 OF H?INTH) PAMPHLFT ÔS SEGREGATIOI DISTRIBUTED TO EVACUEES STATES 
TEAT THOSE W.Q SIGN STATEMENT OF LOYALTY m iL  BE HECLASSIFIED IN GROUP HAVE
g ix e  in d iv id u a ls  who s ig a e d  LOYALTY STATEl^T BUT ^miOSE I!®ICATE THEIR
LOYALTY T O L  I S  riTH  JAPAN. THEY STATE THFY CHANGED A：v：S7T,R SO TEAT TIHiT r a ^ D  NOT 
HAVF TO GO TO TUIX LA打* MD THAT THEY PLAN TO K E T ra TO JA M ! A卵 ？/EI?E EYASIVE 氓 

QIJBSTICWS THAT TOTJLD IHBICATE LOYALTY TO THE MITED STATES. JHAT D7SPCSTTI0N SHOULD 
3F ^ADE OF THESE CASES QUESTim. SHOULD IXTALTY STAT■河  BE S5S2SH AGCOTED IF  
IMTER7IEW IM C A TES GOOD FAITH OF STATEMI^T I S  QUESTIOKABLE QUESTION*

幸芈 ネ;本★系！!;籴 象幸汆 伞 申余伞 秦•幸:k傘氽 本本奉余伞 幸摩豪牵 永傘峰::̂

TT* from Howalt to Stafford 
August 1 4 . 1943

RFUP7EL AVGUST IS. IF P7?0JFC? DIP1TCT0R BELIEVE !THAT PBHSOUS IW fiHOUP 2 P̂K LOYAL TO JAPA：I A!0 DISLOYAL TO TEE 1MITF.D STATFS T̂ FY SPCHLD BF， SEGREGATED. P50JFCT DISPCTOH MUST 2iWJCE TEB FINAL DF.CISIOK* IF / PFRSON IS IH G50UP. 2 BKCAUSF I!E GAVE 
A FF，GATIVE TO QUBSTIOで 28 DID マOT CFMGE HIS ANS® PPIOH TO JULY 25
AND IF THAT PERSON WW EXPRESSES A D̂SI!?I: TO CIWIGE HIS AMD SIG3 A l̂ YALTYS.TATmiS'fT, PPCJf：cT DIRECTOR MUST E¥ALU/TF THIt FACTS AND DETEmSIIflS AETHER THE P̂ R* 
SOT,*S LOvALTTES ST ILL LIE ̂ ITH J/PAI7. IF THEY DO, HE SHOULD BE SEGREGATED NOT* T̂TFSTANDIHG HIS DESIHC TO SIfiN TH! ?； LOYALTY ST/TBfT̂ . A CHÂ GF OF AnOTR TO QUESTIOH 2B >FTK3 JULY 16 SHOULD WT SFG5?EGATI0̂ T IF PT?OJECT DIRECTOR BELIF̂ /ES THECHANGE IS NOT HADE IN GOOD FAITH, PLEASE 1TCTE, HCT̂ VEH, THAT A PERSON WOR CHANGED 
ins TO QfJFSTIO!? 28 P!SOR TO tHJLY 15 IS IN GI«5UF 3 AJID TiSnST BE GIVEN A LKAVE

m m n G  ̂ THFR THAI A SECtREGATIO» HFF3ING* THESE PBRSÔ S WILL m T BE SEG* 
REGATED UNLESS THEY Â E DSHIFD LBÂ D CLEARANCE BY THE DIRECTOR,



Reports O f f i c e ,  War Dept

C o n f i d e n t i a l  8 /2 4 / 4 3

R o b er t  P r a se  

Prank Sw eetser

S u b j e c t : Memorandum from P h i l i p  W ebster ,  d a te d  26 A p r i l .

The a t t a c h e d  document d e s c r i b i n g  the i n v e s t i g a t i o n a l  
a c t i v i t i e s  o f  V ic t o r  N i e l s o n  o f  the C i v i l  A f f a i r s  D i v i s i o n ,
WDC i s  t r a n s m i t t e d  f o r  your in f o r m a t io n .  A p p a r e n t ly  the p r o ­
j e c t  i s  an e l a b o r a t e  one, and i s  b e in g  conducted  with  c o n s i d e r a b l e  
a t t e n t i o n  七o d e t a i l *

However, the r e p o r t e d  e s t i m a t e s  o f  Mr. N i e l s o n  a s  t o  the 
number o f  s u b v e r s i v e  J ap an e se  and J a p a n e s e  Americans he e x p e c t s  
to  i d e n t i f y  a re  v e r y  h i g h : - - s o  h ig h  a s  t o  r a i s e  s e r i o u s  do ub ts  
a s  to  th e  v a l i d i t y  o f  th e  c r i t e r i a  he i s  a p p ly in g ' .  Inasmuch a s  
t r a n s m i s s i o n s  o f  funds  to Jap an  seem t o  f i g u r e  p ro m in en t ly  in  
h i s  e s t i m a t e s , i t  i s  worth remembering t h a t  the J a p a n e s e  group 
in  the U n i ted  S t a t e s  in  th e  y e a r s  between China rri n c i d e n t w and 
P e a r l  Harbor had a l l  manner o f  l e g i t i m a t e  r e a s o n s  f o r  s e n d in g  
money t o  t h e i r  c o u n try  o f  o r i g i n ,  and th e  g r o s s  sums in v o lv e d  
p r o b a b ly  s i g n i f y  l i t t l e .

C o n t r i b u t io n s  to  J a p a n e s e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s , t o o ,  may "have 
much l e s s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  than seems to be a t t a c h e d  to  them by 
Mr. N i e l s o n . Many such o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a r e  e n t i r e l y  in n o c e n t ,  and 
even t h o s e  which a r e  c l e a r 丄y s u b v e r s iv e  hade members (and 
s o l i c i t  fun ds  from p e o p le )  who a r e  not  s u b v e r s i v e . C o n t r ib u ­
t i o n s  f o r  J a p a n f s war u se  in  China were,  f o r  many J a p a n e s e --  
e s p e c i a l l y  those  whose b u s i n e s s  depended on r e l a t i o n s  with  
J a p a n e s e  f i r m s - - as  n e c e s s a r y  a s  a r e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o ,  s a y ,  the 
Community C h es t ,  f o r  AnErican b u s i n e s s  men.

Mr. N i e l s o n  i s  to  be complimented f o r  r e c o g n i z i n g  t h a t  
c h a p t e r s  of  the  same o r g a n i z a t i o n s  in  d i f f e r e n t  l o c a l i t i e s  
v a r i e d  w id e l y ,  so  t h a t  what mav have been a s u b v e r s i v e  o r g a n i z a ­
t i o n  in  one a r e a  was q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  in  an o th er  ( p . 4 ,  P#2 ) .
His  p e r s p i c a c i t y  in  t h i s  r e g a r d  i s  a p l e a s a n t  c o n t r a s t  to  the 
u n c r i t i c a l  t h i n k i n g  i n  some q u a r t e r s  which would damn any 
J a p a n e s e  or J a p a n e s e  American who e v er  b e l o n g e d ' to  to  any o r g a n i ­
z a t i o n ,  any branch  o f  # i i c h  i s  known to  have been s u b v e r s i v e .

A p o i n t  o f  f i n a l  i n t e r e s t  i s  the r a r i t y  o f  any k ind  o f  pr o- 
J a p a n e s e  r e c o r d  f a r  J a p a n e s e  Americans under 28 or 29 y e a r s  o f  age 
( p . 3 ,  P . 2 ) .  A check w ith  the R e l o c a t i o n  P lann ing  D i v i s i o n  showed 
t h a t  89.7% o f  a l 1 N i s e i  were under 29 y e a r s ,  and 8 6 .3 ¢  were imder 
28 y e a r s  in  1942.



My dear Mr. Myer:

'THE SECRETARY OF TKS INTERIOR 

Washington

AUG 24 1943

For soiae montIis エ have wateiied with a growiユig sense 〇f dis­
appointment the efforts of officials of this Department to admin­
ister the Colorado River Relocation Center within the framework 
of policies and procedures laid down by tlie Authority.

エ子 commit ting ，lie Department to the Memorandum of Understanding 
April 1̂}-j 1942, xt Weis not m  in.y mind. ェ wsis tlierelDy" accept-'

ing a situatiion in which ?/8 would iia¥Q no ¥〇ice in the formulation 
of a relocation policy as it affected, our project. It is clear 
that Mr, Milton Eisenhower, your predecessor, did not intend such 
a development either, since be wrote on May I B , 1942, ”Naturally,
エ do not wish t-o issue regulations, admin strative iaemorarida, 
and fundamental policy documents affecting the Colorado River 
Relocation Project witliout first consulting with the a.Dpr〇T5riate 
people in your Department

If we did. not insist on a strict fulfillment of this under- 
st/£iridiiig, it« was foe cause we believed "bhat accepting ^our de­
cisions and promulgations we were contributing to'1" administrative 
unity. The objectives which we had in mind, in behalf of which 
was contributed equipement and personnel sorely needed elsewliere 
we allowed to be subordinated.; and as the months passed we found 
ourselves operating in a narrowing sphere of judgment and a ction.

エ am trcmbied particularly by the direction which resettle­
ment has taken at Poston. I nad wanted, to see the Centei* developed 
to Its full cap city of food production. I wanted to see the 
evacuated population rehabilitated in mind and spirit, if not in 
fortune. Land and water facilities were available and the Indian 
Service gladly lent heavily of equipement and D©rsonne1 much, 
needed by its own agencies in order to push a fopd. production 
program. We also called upon the broadest experience and. skills 
that we had, robbing other activities, in order to develor) a 
community atmosphere within ?/hich evacuee morale might be restored. 
Your approach to the problem has been different and—the solution 
that you have offered cuts squarely across the objectives with which 
we set out.

I now feel that we erred in not requiring of the Authority 
full compliance with the terras of our Agreement. If by exercising 
our managerial responsibility we had achieved a program which' 
differed from that developed by your agency, the comr>arative 
experience would have been of value to all of us.



I t  i s  w ith  t i l l s  thought in  m ind , and b e l i e v i n g  t h a t  i t  i s  not 
y e t  to o  l a t e  to  b r i n g  the  p o i n t  to  i s s u e , t h a t  I  vow i n s i s t  on a 
s t r i c t  and f a i t h f u l  o b s e r v a t i o n  o f  the  term s o f  our  Agreement,
In practice tiiis well mean: (1) The formulation of policy, so far 
as it affects the Colorado River Relocation Project, should be in 
cons .iltation with members of this Department; (2) administrative 
responsibility for the project will hereafter be exercised by this 
Department rather than by orx'icials of the War Relocation Authority; 
(3) no instructions, memoranda, or policy statements should here­
after be addressed by War Relocation Authority officials to the 
Colorado River Relocation Project, but all statements or recommend­
ations as to policy or procedure should be addressed to this 
Department.

If for any reason you prefer not to proceed under terras 
previously agreed to, you are of course at liberty to withdraw, as 
provided in section 16 of the Memorandum of Understanding. In the 
event that choose "to withdraw, this Department wills expect 
an immediate restoration of all lands not actually used for re­
location purposes, and a prompt settlement with the Colorado River 
Indian Tribes In the matter of compensation for the use of their 
lands.

Sincerely yours,

(SGD.) HAROLD L. ICKES
Secretary of the Interior

Hon. Dillon S, M 罗 er,
D i r e c t o r ,  har R e l o c a t i o n  A u t h o r i t y
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Lettor from Dillon }Syer 
S©pt# 20 1943

Mr* âlph P« Merritt Monzaaar, Gel i f o r n l a

一 • 一In M s letter cf August 19 to the Solicitor, Mr. Saks asked 油©ther thorlty Tfould bd granted to project directors to refuse transfer of segre- gants to Tul© Lak© in two types of cases - on© involving aged parents whose children do not -p/ant to go to Tule I-ake but isho ̂ will do so if the parents imjst goj and the other involving families in Tidiioh or» young and iainiature member is a s©ĝ ©2ar1̂# ramainlng mmibers of the family group simi**larly do not Ydsh to go to Tule Lak:© but will do 8〇 if the seg3P©g«int goes* In his answering teletype of Aiagust 25# which was prepared %ft©r a consultation idth iny office, the Solicitor stated that exceptions to segregation in hard­ship eases were to be considered in Washington on an individual basis rathor than on the basis of hypothetical cases or general types of cases*
The reason for close control of this policy oa the Washington level is thist ins ha'T© sセ t up certain standards' soveming the s©gregaxion of* evmcuoesi pre- staraptions of disloyalty attach to persons in certain ontegories* Leaving segrê aiitsx such as Jir» Saks described -  eegregants who are presumably dis** loyal- behind in the relocation centers involTOB a delicate balance of indi-» îdualand family wolfare on the on© band against the considerations，siiich motivated the ■wholo s<?gi*©gsiticri program on th© other* We feel that we must move cautiously and surely in granting exceptiois *
I trust that you %idll feel free to sufesiit some individual casea of the types Mr* Sflks describes if yon feel in your o\«n rairid that the hardship involved warra^s the granting of exceptions* At the same time you mishit iddicat© the number of similar cases in"̂olTe<1 and the •variance in the faotual situations presented by them. Your recormaendations will receive careful consideration*

D» S* V^er



SEP 16 1943

Hon. Harold し エ ekes 
Secretary of the Interior 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Your letter of August 24, while not altogether unexpected, 
presents a point of view v;hich I regret very much. ェ cannot feel 
that tile War Relocation Authority has failed in any significant 
way to live up to the terms of the memorandum of understanding 
between the Department of tlie Interior and tiiis Authority, or 
of Mr. Eisenhower^ letter of May I B , 1945, from which you quote. 
Untilェ received your letter, I did not know that representatives 
of the Department of the Interior felt that the Colorado River 
center should not be administered in accordance with the same 
basic policies which govern the relocation program as a whole.
The purpose of Mr, Eisenhower’s letter of May 1809/^2 was to 
’’set forth in writing the general policies governing all reloca­
tion projects, including the Colorado River Relocation Center 
whie'h is administered for the War Relocation Authority by the 
Office of Indian Atfairs•TI

Once tiie framework of national policy was established, the 
War Relocation Authority participated only to a limited extent 
in the administration of the Colorado River Center. Our parti­
cipation in the management of the center has been limited largely 
to tlie review of the annual budget and the quarterly requests 
for allotment of funds, and in carrying to Poston the results 
of our experience and observations in the ioanageraent of the nine 
other centers.

I ara convinced now? as Mr. Sisenliower was convinced, that all 
centers must operate under tlie same body of basic policies. Too 
many of the policies for liandling the evacuation and relocation 
program must be worked out in collaboration with other agencies of 
the governmentnotably the War, Justice, and. State Departments-- 
to make feasible the administration of one center under a set 
of policies different frornix those employed for the nine others.
エn addition, commitments to the Congress and the Bureau of the 
Budget must always be considered in determining the course a 
Federal program must taice, only the agency that ssex negotiates 
with tliese agencies of government on the problems9 involved in 
properly in position to guide its policies accordingly. There­
fore , faced v/it.li the alternatives presented in your letter, エ 
am obliged to elect tliesx second and to request that, in accord­
ance with Section 16 of the Memorandum of Agreement, the agreement 
be terminated.

エ make this choice with ix mixed feelings,. We have benefited 
materially from tlie assistance and counsel of Mr. Collier and 
members of his staff. We gained certain advantages, particularly



in  the  e a r l y  d a y s ,  from the e x p e r i e n c e , p e r s o n n e l , and m a t e r i a l  
r e s o u r c e s  o f  the Department o f  the  I n t e r i o r .  The many p e r s o n n e l  
a s s o c i a t i o n s  in v o lv ed  in  t h i s  c o o p e r a t i v e  u n d e r t a k in g ,  fur th erm o re  
have been v e r y  p l e a s a n t .  But the azaEX arrangement h as  a l s o  
in v o lv e d  d i s a d v a n t a g e s  t o  tile A u t h o r i t y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in  the  f i e l d  
o f  admin s t r a t i v e  management. Without comparable p r o c e d u r e s  and 
s t a n d a r d s  in  a c c o u n t in g ,  p e r so n n e l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  and in  o th er  
m a n a g e r ia l  f i e l d s , we have not  a lways  had from Colorado  R iv er  
in f o r m a t io n  and r e p o r t s  s u i t a b l e  to  our n e e d s ,  nor in  some 
i n s t a n c e s  liave a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p r a c t i c e s  been comparable w ith  th o se  
in  the  o th e r  r e l o c a t i o n  c e n t e r s .

エ want to  s a y  a  word about  the  working r e l a t i o n s  between the 
Colorado  R iv e r  C e n t e r , tlie Washington r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  th e  
I n d ia n  S e r v i c e ,  and the  A u t h o r i t y .  These have been so c l o s e  and 
harmonious t h a t  I  b e l i e v e  i t  i s  h a r d ly  a c c u r a t e  to  s t a t e  t h a t  the  
Department h as  had f,no v o i c e  in  the fo r m u l a t io n  o f  a r e l o c a t i o n  
p o l i c y  a s  i t  a f f e c t e d  our p r o j e c t . "

At a l l  s t a g e s  we have a t tem p te d  to  b r in g  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  
your Department in t o  th e  development o f  WRA p o l i c i e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s .  
During th e  l i f e  o f  the  A u t h o r i t y  we have iiad^a number o f
n a t i o n a l  m e e t in g s  to  d i s c u s s  and fo r m u la te  p o l i c y ,  arid in  a l l  
c a s e s  I n t e r i o r  Department r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  were i n v i t e d  to  be 
p r e s e n t  and to  p a r t i c i p a t e  f u l l y .  The Colorado  R iv e r  Center  has  
been r e p r e s e n t e d  a t  a l l  m e e t in g s  o f  P r o j e c t  D i r e c t o r s  and o th e r  
p r o j e c t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s . R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  the O f f i c e  o f  In d ia n  
A f f a i r s  have r e g u l a r l y  a t t e n d e d  the Wa由 in g to n  o f f i c e  s t a f f  
m e e t in g s  and have a l s o  p a r t i c i a p t e d  in  g e n e r a l  m ee t in g s  in  the  
f i e l d  and. in  Washington. In  t i i e s e  c o n t a c t s  we have g a in ed  the  
im p r e s s io n  t h a t  the  I n t e r i o r  Department was fu n d a m e n ta l ly  in  
agreement v ;i th most  o f  th e  a s p e c t s  o f  tl ie  b a s i c  program. エ can 
th in k  o f  o n ly  one or two b a s i c  q u e s t i o n s  upon whicTn t h e r e  has  been 
a n o t a b l e  d i f f e r e n c e  o f  o p i n i o n .  One concerned the  r a t e  a t  which 
lan d  development shou ld  p r o c e e d ,  a  p o in t  upon ¥711ic l i  you touch  in  
your l e t t e r ;  an o th er  liad t o  do with th e  development o f  i n d u s t r y  
and c r a f t s  on th e  isfcc p r o j e c t s - - a p o l i c y  which i t  became n e c e s s a r y  
to  m odify  d r a s t i c a l l y  a f t e r  s h o r t  e x p e r ie n c e  w ith  p l a n s  f o r  l a r g e  
s c a l e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e s e  k i n d s .

I t  h as  been tlie p o s i t i o n  o f  the A u t h o r i t y  from th e  b eg in n in g  
t i i a t  lan d  development and o th e r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  programs on r e l o c a t i o n  
c e n t e r s  must not be r e g a rd e d  a s  ends in  t h e m s e lv e s ,  but must be 
planned and evaluated,  in  term s o f  t h e i r  u s e f u l n e s s  in  p r o v i d i n g  
u s e f u l  work f o r  e v a c u e e s . While in  th e  "beginning o f  th e  program 
we e s t im a te d  the  l a b o r  p o t e n t i a l  o f  the c e n t e r s  to  be much g r e a t e r  
than  i t  h as  tu rn ed  out t o  be ,  we h a v e , n e v e r t h e l e s s , a lw ays  under­
s to o d  t h a t  l an d  development must be j u s t i f i e d  in  terras  o f  i t s  
u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  evacuee l a b o r .  Onr p o s i t i o n  in  t h i s  m a t t e r  was 
confirmed, by th e  a t t i t u d e  o f  th e  War P r o d u c t io n  Board when the  
g e n e r a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  program o f  the  A u t h o r i t y  was D resen ted  to  
t h a t  agency  f o r  rev iew  ab o u t  a y ear  a g o .



During the first year of operation, the Colorado River Center 
expended $2,914,000 for public works. While it employed many 
evacuees In center maintenance, the bulk of the development work 
was actually performed by non-Japanese day labor paid prevailing 
wages, For a number of reasons v/e supported the Colorado River 
construction program during the first year, even though we felt 
tliat it was not being conducted in accordance with the purposes 
for willch we were justified in doing land development, and even 
though the presence of large numbers of non-Japanese labor 
complicated other aspects of center administration.

When the public works budget for 1944 vms presented by the pro­
ject the amount of money for the employment of Japanese v/as re­
duced in comparison with expenditures for 1943, and that for 
the employment of non-Japanese labor wds increased to $1,148,000•
We were unable to concur in such a plan of operations, and felt 
obliged to take the position that the Poston development program, 
like that on all other centers, must be limited to that which 
evacuees with ade：iuat*e supervision and. with, a minimum of supple­
mentary skilled labor were able to carry on themselves. After 
extensive negotiations between our staff and representatives of 
your office, a new fignize wt for public works was arrived at.
Even this figure, which allows 参50,000 to the center for non- 
evacuee labor, provides five times as much money for such labor . 
as is abailable to any other relocation center.

Since it has become necessary for the Ifar Relocation Authority 
to assume full administrative responsibility for the Colorado 

River Center, エ should like the transfer of responsibility to be 
effected with a minumum of interruption to the normal routines of 
the center and in such a manner as to insure as much continuity of 
administration as possible. With these purposes in mind, エ wish 
to make the following proposals:

1 .  That no announcement be made and no steps taken wiiicli would 
give general circulation to the idea that there is to be a change 
of administration until after all evacuees who are to be removed, 
f'rorn Poston ander the segregation program have left.

2. That all personnel of the Colorado River Center who wish to 
remain with the center be given an opportunity, to transfer to the 
War Relocation Authority without prejudicing their employment rights 
In the Department of the Interior.

3. That Mr. Wade Head be brought to Washington in the Immediate 
future to assist in developing detailed Dlans for the transfer of 
administrative responsibility, and that he and his principal 
assistants be allowed to remain at Poston until at least January 1, 
1944, regardless of v^hether they elect to transfer to the Authority 
for the duration, and regardless of the effective data of the 
termination of our agreement.

Sincerely,

D.S. Myer
D i r e c t o r



WAB RELOCATION AUTHORITY 

M癸mopandum

Date J S e p t • 2 1 , 1943

T o : Thomas W. Holland •

Prom: D i l l o n  S .  Myer

I - h a v e . r e a d  w ith  g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  your  memorandum 
o u t l i n i n g  the h i s t o r y  o f  r e l o c a t i o n  up u n t i l  about 
Jan u ary  I ,  I. th in k  , i t  i s  e x c e l l e n t  and have no c r i t i ­
c i sm s  or  s u g g e s t i o n s  to  make ex c ep t  t h a t  i t  s to p p ed  
too  soon.  I t  would be trem endously  h e l p f u l  i f  you,  
pe rh ap s  i n  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w ith  Bob P r a s e , would w r i t e  
a second c h a p te r  s t a r t i n g  w ith  the combat team i d e a ,  
f o l l o w i n g  through the J o i n t  Board ,  and "bringing 七]ae 
h i s t o r y  u p - t o - d a t e  a s  o f  the m idd le  o f  September*
I f  you c o u ld  do t h i s  I would a p p r e c i a t e  i t  v ery  much.

( S ign ed )  D. S .  Myer



Hon. Harold L . エekes 
Secretary of the Interior 
Department of tlie Interior 
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Secretary:

OCT 7 1943

-ftr̂n.

I have received your letter of September 2 8 , 1943, in reply 
to my letter of September 1 6 , 1943, on the subject of* the transfer 
of tlie Colorado River Hlocation Center from the administrative 
iurisdiction of the Bureau of Indian Affairs to this Authority.

It is my desire to propose in this letter a basis under which 
the transfer may be effected. The proposal hereinafter outlined 
have been di-cussed with the officials of the Bureau of エndian 
Affairs and, I believe, nave their approval.

1. エt is proposed that the War Relocation Authority assune 
jurisdiction o^er the Colorado River Relocation Center efifectlYa 
January 1 , 1944

2. Personnel

(a) As stated in our previous correspondence, all per­
sonnel of the Colorado River Relocation Center wiio wish to remain 
with the Center are to be given an opportunity to. transfer to the 
War Relocation Authority without prejudicing fejssxix their re­
employment rights in the Department of the Interior.

(b) エn order to afford this Authority sufficient time to 
secure re-olacem^nts for those employees who do not wish to trans­
fer to the War Relocation Authority, determination is to be made 
by all employees on or before November 3〇, 1943, as to whether 
they will transfer. All transfers to the War Relocation Authority 
will be made effective January 1 , 1944, with the possible exce-otion 
of one or more employees required to process appointments, and 
make salary and. travel payments, for employees appointed under the 
interim procedure referred to in 6(a) below.

(c) Employees on terminal leave at the close of business 
on December 31,1943, will not be transferred to the War Relocation 
Authority but sufficient funds will be provided to the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs by the War Relocation Authority to continue payment 
of their salaries until termination of leave.

(a) The transfers will be made to Givi丄 Service ciassi- 
fication grades as established by tiie War Relocation Authority. In 
those casessE where, due to differsss ence in classification 
standards, there is a variance in salary rates, appropriate ad­
justment will be made; tliat is, if the War Relocation Authority 
salary rate is higher, the employee involved will be promoted 
subject, of course, to Civil Service restrictions, and, If the 
War Relacation Authority salary rates are lower, the employees：



will be transferred to the lower grade but at as high as salary range 
as is possible in order that tlie least possible salary loss will 
be occasioned.

( c ) The e x t e n t  o f  development work t o  be performed 
the  Wfa r  R e l o c a t i o n  A u th o r i ty  on tlie l a n d s  i t  i s  t o  r e t a i n  w i l l  
s t a t e d  in  the  memorandum. o f  u n d e r s t a n d in g  l a t e r  r e f e r r e d  t o .

(e) A ezsx representative of this Authority will 
arrange to be at the Colorado River Center during November to 
conduct individual, interviews with all employees regarding their 
transfer to the V/ar Relocation Authority.

3. Property

(a) Xx It is proposed that a joint inventory be con­
ducted by representatives of the Bureau of Indian Affairs and War 
Relocation Authority In December of all property on the Colorado 
River Center In order that the responsibilities of the Department 
of tlie Interior and the War Relocation Authority may be definitely 
defined..

(b) It is my understaMing that there is propsrty now 
at the Colorado River Relocation Center which is on loan from the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs and other エnterior "bureaus ♦ It is® our 
desire to continue the loan of such property after January 1 , 1944. 
on the same basis as is now in effect.

" " ；： _  bal_  〇f t_  
the Bureau of Indian Affairs from the War Relocation Authority will 
be withdrawn on January 1 , 1944, and the War Reloc ation Authority 
will assume responsibility for all existing obligations.

(b) An immediate direct allotment will be made to 
the representative of the War Relocation Authority referred to in 
2(b) above, for the'purpose there stated.

(c) The War Relocation Authority v/ill assume respon­
sibility for contracts in existence as of January 1 , 1944.

5. Lands

(a) T:、e Bureau of Indian Affairs will cooperate with 
the War Relocation Authority in efforts to secure a lease from the 
Colorado River エndian Tribes on the lands to be under the 
jurisdiction of the War Relocation Authority.

(b) The War Relocation Authority and the Department of 
the Inteior v/ill define, before January 1 , 1944, the boundaries
of the land to be retained by the War Relocation Authority.

y 
e 

b 
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6 ‘ r = = = t s  祕  ^ 瞧 ― _  心 e
t r a n s f e r  w i l l  be under War R e l o c a t i o n  A u t h o r i t y  a u t h o r i t y  and 
p r o c e d u r e s .

(b) A l l  procurement and c o n s t r u c t i o n  a f t e r  announcement 
o f  the  t r a n s f e r  w i l l  be in  a c co rd an ce  w ith  War R e l o c a t i o n  A u th o r i ty  
r e g u l a t i o n s  and p r o c e d u r e s .

7♦  G en era l

(a)  I t  i s  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  Mr. Wade Head announce the  
t r a n s f e r  upon h i s  r e t u r n  to  the  Colorado R iv e r  Center  t h i s  month.
I  would s u g g e s t  t h a t  he be f u r n i s h e d  c o p i e s  o f  a j o i n t  l e t t e r  from 
your Department and t h i s  A u th o r i ty  to  a l l  employees o f  the  Colorado 
K iv e r  Genter e x p l a i n i n g  the t r a n s f e r  and t n e i r  p r i v i l e g e s  and r i g h t s . 
A d r a f t  o f  such a l e t t e r  w i l l  be p rep ared  in  t h i s  o f f i c e  and f o r ­
warded to  you im m e d ia te ly .

(b) A l l  Center  r e c o r d s  a r e  to  be t r a n s f e r r e d  to  the  
War H e lo c a t io n  A u t h o r i t y  e x c e p t  th o s e  which form an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  
o f  the Department o f  the  I n t e r i o r  r e c o r d s . In  th e  l a t t e r  c a s e , 
the  r e c o r d s  w i l l  be r e t a i n e d  on ti ie Center  f o r  a s u f f i c i e n t  l e n g t h  
o f  tirae to  e n a b le  the V/ar H e lo c a t io n  A u t h o r i t y  to  a b s t r a c t  any 
in f o r m a t io n  required-,

エt  w i l l ,  o f  c o u r s e , be n e c e s s a r y  to  e n t e r  in t o  a nev， 
memorandum o f  u n d e r s t a n d in g  between the  War H e lo c a t io n  A u t h o r i t y  
and the Department o f  the  Irr ter i .or  p r i o r  t o  J a n u a r y  1 ，1 9 4 4 , 
and many o f  th e  p o i n t s  covered  in  t h i s  l e t t e r  w i l l  a l s o  a p p e a r  
in  th e  new agreement in  mere d e t a i l . However, in  o rd e r  t h a t  we 
may proceed  w ith  th e  t r a n s f e r  w ith out  d e l a y ,  I  should  aKKsar 
a p p r e c i a t e  your i n d i c a t i n g  your a p p r o v a l  o f  the  p r o p o s a l s  made 
in  t h i s  l e t t e r

Approved: S i n c e r e l y ,

D .S .  MYSR 
D i r e c t o r

S e c r e t a r y  o f  the  I n t e r i o r  
2E. W. C le a r :L R



Hon * Jonathan Daniels 
Administrative Assistant 

to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C#

Dear Mr* Daniels:

The disDersal of persons of Japanese ancestry throughout^th©
[Tniteご States from relocation carters，following their evac^fcion
f?om the Wes? C^ast^ raises special racial and economic problems.

。 を vario is areas and groups has v a n a U o n
from unreasoned opposition to sympathetic and agressive support.

The strongest opposition, as mlgnt be expected, comes from 
the West Coast which is presently closed, witn 
virulent expression from California* Agit&tion on the West 
Coast was in some measure responsible for the
and has since continued w i t h  varied intensity against permitting 
any return and advocacy of even stronger measures such as 
tinued retention in centers, deprivation of ^  in
deportation* These expressions have been especially strong In 
southern Calofirnia and the -great central valley. Adverse 
•nublic sentiment, as reflected by editorial opinion and group 
actioni has also found expression to a lesser extent in vVashing-

ton and Oregon*

In general * those areas of the Coast where Japanese found 
greatest pre-war acceptance are also the ones which ar§ 
syKipatbetic in the present situation* Those a *eas in California
器G は  p?】-war feeldgs were most inten阳 • with SCgだ is

^ c o n e  fro,

those areas where the Japanese ro-iained a semi-se^re^ated 
in the c mrnunity. Conversely, those fro^i more tolerant areas 
have shown a greatertendency to identify themselves with the 

United Stat83*

T h e  r e a c t i o n  o f  the interiaountain states has varチed w iド ゞ ；
Arizona has been most consistent in Its opposition. H i s t p n o a l l y  
^ i l o T a  has h a f p r e c l u s i v e  legislation on land ownership similar
to California. establi 血 aent of two relocation ceii!，e p  w j th
f t o t a l  p o p u ^ t i o n  in excess of 30,000 and with ^  absolute 
puarantea that the eople would be removed after the war has 
caused considerable adverse reaction among certain groups in 
that state* The Arizona fears have been given pol^tioax 
expression by the Go v e r n o r f and resulted In legislation pract­
ically banning all coiomeroial transactions with ^®rson? ,
Japanese ancestry, The legislation has recently been aeclared 
unconstitutional by the State Supreme Court, _
Corporation Comxaission also held up granting a license to do 
business to the Gila River cooper tive until certain changes 
V7«r« mnde in theori^inal charter of Incorporation*

JAN 15 1944



There were a few hundred Japanese residents in Arizona 
before the war, and at least sorae of the present antipathy to 
W*R*A, and the Japanese goes ba«k to the anti-Japanese riots of  ̂
1934 in the Glendale area near Phoenix, Certain agricultural 
interests in the Salt River Valley are tne most openly hostile, 
wi；h the stocloaen, mining interests and others remianing quiet, 
Consider bio antagonism oould| howeverf be directed against 
the Japanese in Arizona, and W*R*A# has not encouraged or 
facilitated relocation in the state*

The present attitude of the Governor is that he does not 
want any rare Japanese in Arizona after the war than 你ere there 
before, and he does not want any kind of xaEKtXx racial incident 
to evelop during tha war which can be attributed to his 
aaninistration. For this latter reas n, h* is opposed to any 
more movement or visiting of evacuees within the state than 
i3 absolutely necessary* It is rumored in the state at proaent 
that the Governor will be attaciced by his polotioal opponents 
in the next election on the grounds of his permitting the centers 
to be established in tho state originally, The le ding newspapers 
in the state have laaintairied a re sonably objective policy, ana 
the Arizona Star in Tuc3〇n has done several excellent feature 
articles on therelocation center at Gila River, Visiting by 
evacuees to tov/ns near the® project for shopping and other 
purposes has had to be almost completely curtailed, but conditions 
are improving êradually as understanding of the problem grows*

New Mexico had only a handful of Japanese residents in the 
state prior to evacuation, and settlement there iE#s been 
discouraged by official pronouncement of the Governort Nevada 
had few Japanese> and settlement in the state has also been 
discouraged by the Governor and other official bodies* T:e re 
has been no pronounced desure on the ”art of the evacuees to 
resettle in either state.

The other intermountain and mountain states held a few 
thousand Japanese previous to the war, and this number was 
augmented by several thousand voluntary evacuees Just previous 
to the establishment of relocation centers* This area has been 
one of critical labor shortage t especially migratory farm 
workers. The major contribution of Japanese evacuees to Harvest­
ing of sugar beetsf potatoes, and otner crops in 1942 and 1943 
has done much to gain an acceptance for them* They have 
filled a real economic need in these states, and, although the 
residents v/ere probably basically not fr.iendly, the need 
outweighed prejudices, Tlie Japanese have shown a preference 
for this area because there were already a fev/ of their number 
v/ho had made the adjustment, available v/ork v/as not too far 
distant from either the relocation canters v; ere they had 
relatives or friends, or from California where any hoped to 
return, and because there was a sufficiency of jobs*



The influx has not been v;ithout some nisgiv:ngo and without 
some friction on the part of the local residents. Action by labor 
groups at a steel mill and a copper mine in Utah led to a halting 
of further employment# There has been some discrininationt such 
as use of the swimming pool in Twin Falls, Idaho, in eating 
houses and other public places* The intense shortage of housing 
has led xoany to drift to the cheaper areas of the larger towns 
and create conditions similar to slum areas and Little Tokvos,
Til is Is particularly true in Denver and Salt Lake City#

Frobleius or potential protle ：s have been created in northern 
Utah and nortuern Coloradof in parts of Idaho, and in the towns 
of 0 den, Salt Lake City, and Denver. The Authority recognized 
tiie situation by declaring these areas saturated t andt although 
they are not closed to settlement* additional settlenent has not 
beenenoouraged• The post-v/ar period may raise problo is of con­
siderable seriousness, since many of the avacuoos have chosen 
the area because of its proximity to California, to which they 
hope to return after the war#

The recentiveness of midwestern oomiaun,ties to relocation 
of Japanese lias beensa more consistently facoralle t. an any other 
sections of the coujatry* There liabe been isolated incidents 
and a few antagonistic pronouncements by individuals and groups, 
but tiie amount of public support for the relocation progran 
and the acceptance of loyal Japanese Auerican citizens and 
law-abicling Japanese aliens into coramunitles have both been 
satisfactory.

Ti!e major newspapers in Kansas City, Milwaukee, Chicago,
De s 1，10 ine s t Cl eve land, Cincinnati # New York^ St* Louis, and 
Washington have published many favorable Teature articles, news 
storiesfand editorials. The many thousands who have found jobs 
and kept them is added, testimonial to theacceptance that is 
being accorded*

Some farm grou-os have not been friendly, particularly X In 
Ohio* The Governor of North Dakota has also indicated that he Is 
unwilling to encourage resettlem色Bt in contrast with South 
Dakota ?/nere a number of families, Inclu ding aliens, have 
been operating farm lands wit o thers v/orking as farm laborers,

The problem of the Japanese settling In large cities is 
primarily the same problem that all other war w rkers are facing 
There is an abundance of jobs, a shortage of housing, and prices 
are high# Job discrimination lias been due more to security 
decisions made by the Army than to unfavorable public 
acceptance*



The only distuybance of importanca involved four Hawaiian 
nisei and several Filipino sailors in Chicago♦ The Filipino
sailors, in uniform, attacked t 0 nisai and seriousljr injured one. 
Press 3tories were confused* This event led to a report that 
evacuees living on the near north side v/ore advised to moiie out 
of that neigliob〇jEJliood#

Congested housing has prevented the concentration of large 
nurab0：-s in one area and thus has minimized the criticism that 
might be directed against a group in a self*Gegregatod area.
The niombere now living in such places as Chicago and Milwaukee g 
although representing several hundred, are still unsufficent 
to cause any considerable tmount of comiient* Heception 0 f 
Japanese ha a been particularly ^ood in N w York: City, where some 
tv/o thousand Japanese were already living, and in l/ashingtonn D.C. 
vj ere a number now reside*

1 The southern states represent a difficult area because of an 
already existing racial situation, generally low w^n-es In com­
parison with those received in California and -Iswhere, and a 
relatively larp,e surplus population for agriculture and Industry* 
The latter situation wo?ld tend to discour:re resettlement, while 
t 0 1'orraer t combined with sentiments against Japanese due to the 
war, might letid to adverse reaction*

Actually, the situation in the sough has been 3 0od donpite 
tiie fact that there has been ample c lance for expression of 
n tionaland racial antagonism because of the location of tv̂ o 
centers in Arkansas and the training of the Japanese-American 
combat team at Camp 8helbyt Mississippi*

Jim Grow rules and laws have not been operative* Japanese 
A oricans have been accorded the same privileges and associations 
tnat the whites reserve for thenselves* There is no dir>crininati~ 
on in public conveyances, in eating houses, stores, or any other 
place where aiscrimlnation night be 0 xi>ress9d. A bill introduced 
into the Arkansas legislature to provide segregated schools was 
defeated* The two Little Rock papers have been friendly, and 
one 0Qitori ：lly lamented the segregated character of the combat 
team recruited \y the Army and being trained at Canp Shelby,
These soldiers have been entertained by surrounding residentst . 
iia眾e sen invited and r^rticipated in a number of social events 
in New Orleans, end have mad© use of the v/hite TTSI center 
without discrimination*

The reaction rf organized labor t the evacuation and sub­
sequent relocation has been mixed* In generrl, labor groups 
on the West Coast have been most outspoken injc their critixirsm of 
Japanese Americans, while those in the eastern states have been 
friendly, TI10 CIO has been more friencily than has the AFL, both 
on the West Coast and elsewhere»



The AFL stand on Japanese imigration, citizenship, exclusion 
and similar issues has been consistent throughout the years. As 
a labor organization it early protected the unrestricted irnigra- 
tion of Japanese and otLer orientals to the Zest Coast* Recent­
ly labor councils in various cities in C lifornia, Oregonf and Was) iiigt n have gone on record opposin” the return the れ 塊 11錄
ese to tkhat are： *

Tlae CIO and the Industrial Union Council of San Francisco 
have ^on© on record approving the return of the Japanese as soon 
as military conditions permit* Previous to evacuation, a 
number of Japanese Americans v/e e me -bers and active in the 
National Tiaritirae V/orlcers Union# The first-named union made 
arramgeiaents and facilitated the transfer Eiembers to its 
locals in other parts of the United. Statesf with the result 
tLat Japanese A erican sailors are no* on bo ts on the Great 
Lakes and tlie Atlantic. Kilsoo Ilaan of the Sino-Koroan League 
has attempted to stir up labor against the Japanese, and follow­
ing a speech by nim the Continental UAW-CIO 1.n Detroit massed 
a resolution rotesting release of Japanese Anericans, It has 
been reported that the appearance cf Kilsoo Haan at other 
meetings has bean prevented#

Adverse action has besn taicen by a number of unions. The 
workers of the C lunbia Steel Company at Geneva, Utsh, and the 
tpen Pit Miners Union at Einf^ham, Utah, have protested evacuee 
employmant. Adverse action v/as also taken by the Detroit and 
Wayne County Federation of Labor, Llichigan; Building Tracies 
Council of Uarion County, Indiana; Mason Cit3/f lowaj AFL] 
Milwaukee AJ'L; Decatur ^rad s and Laror Ass© ；bly; Coô : County 
(III) Hospital Mk x Lunchroom Attendants* AFL; Grand 
iffederation of Labor; Executive Council# Hotel and. Restaurant 
Employees and lartenders Unionf AITL; and tiie Continental local 
previously mentioned.

Favorable action has been reported by three nroups.
R, Thomas,1 resident of BAW^CIOt made a favorable statement} 
the Lake County Industrial Union Council, CIO, Gary， Indiana 
passed a favorable resolution; as did the Washirgt〇n # D. C*, 
Industrial 1!nion Councilt CIO»

The employment of Ariarican-born Japanese by the United 
States Civil Service Conmission has been the subject of -B-necial 
ruling3 and sue. ersons have been ^iven snecial treatraent*
A procedure for their employment was established, ty Circular 
Letter 39B2 of Mar h 2 ? , 1943, v/hioh provided t- at American 
citiz ns of Japanese ancestr , rovidine： tl ey fulfilled other 
iualificationsf could be employed following certification by the 
,；ar Hel cation Authority that leave cleetrance had been ぺranted 
except for positions where appointments are made wsubject to 
investIgationsr,f in v/liieh case the Q^taication Tile v/ould be 
sent to the Investigation Divi ion for further r>roeassin^ and 
acceptance or rejection*



This procedure v/as altered by Circular Letter 4025 issued 
June 23# which tighened and slo ed thex process of Civil 
Service appointment• Tte new rrocedure made 3¢ two substantial 
onanges* It provided ti at no Civil Service position could be 
filled by a citizen of Japanese aneestry witノ ut investigation, 
that such investigation v/as tne responsibility of t e Invest­
igation Division,and that applicants would not be certified for 
employment until the investigation was favorably concluded*

Tiii3pro〇0dure v/as again nodtifiod August 20 by Circular 
Letter 4056 wiiioli retains there atr ictiva provision of the 
second procedure with the modification that all Investigations 
must be completed within t.ree weeks* Oar Personnel Office 
reporst that in terms of a ctual experience it takes from four 
to fourteen weeks to clear an Individual#

Even though the Civil Servi〇8 Commission had agreed to take 
applications and to certify tiiose who successfully passed. Its 
investigation, the employment of Japanes0 Acieric■ ms vms 'not 
1132.10dlately stimulated. There haire been numerous reports of 
local agencies who have refused to certify a person because f 
his ancestry* On ; such case was the refusal of the Department 
of Agriculture to hire a person of Ja^anesQ ancestry* As a 
result of efforts of the united Federal Workers Union a non- 
disoriminatory policy v;as establlslied and the individual 
employed *

Such information as we have concarning the a ction of state 
civil service gencies is limited, Fqvj o f the evacuees have 
lived in their new localities long enough to fulfill residence 
requirements# California has taken ,agislativa action to 
prevent former employ ,q 3 from claiming compensation for tlie 
period of absence, but no similar steps are reported from 
Oregon or Washington, who the situation may be iuite different 
In Colorado, where the Civil Service Commission certified a 
qualified Japanese iUaerican resident for a state jobf there 
was a protest*

Objection to employment of Japanese in county or municipal 
syste ：s has been isolated and involved otii©r|3 persons tiian the 
supervisory T>ereonnel. The union in the Cool County Hospital 
made objection to suoii em OLoynent! but this was later withdrawn*

Agreement with a municipal hospital in Baltimore to employ 
nurses aides was cancelled because of the -protest of Nep;ro 
orf̂ an* zations b sed on exclusion of Negroes from the sarae 
institution*

The National Japanese Arnerloan 3t ident Relocation Council, 
xvorkin^ with various instituti ns of higher learning end the 
War Relocation Authority, has done a fine ^iece of work in 
student relocation* It was the objective of this group to make



arran^QuiGnts for thosQ who had been attendinq West Ccasti univar— 
sitiss to continue their schooling, and to assist tiioae v/3io had 
graduated from high school to find suitable college for enroll- 

The program htis been complicated by the number of schools 
that are used by the Army or Navyt and schools noar defense 
plants or in vital areas v/hioh are closed to Japanese Americans 
and by special clearance noaded for stu ,ents entering the 
Eastern Bofenco Coiamand, Not all sc!1001s have been willing to 
GCCGot studentst and /in some instances there Iiqvg bean pro­
tests from local people* The residents of larkvill©, Missouri, 
oroteoteci students at Park College, The president stood his 
ground on admitting Japanese toericansj and after som discussion 
local people hava accei^ted it. Protests have also come from 
Jaciccon, Michigan * where the school bo rd r fused admittance to 
the Liinicapal junior college; from Iowa, v/he e, in ai Id it ion to 
local protests, a resolution was introduced in the State legist 
lature* The Arizona legislature pas⑽i a similar resolution*
Tlie I  aho Attorney General has ru led  th at evacuee ch ild ren  raust 
pay tu i t io n  in  the s t a t e  sch oo ls*

There has also bean consider ble criticism of Japanese 
Airぶric ns attending colleges and universities based on the 
reasong that \vh3.lQ toorioan boys were bein^： inducted into the 
Arii5r Japanese could attend colleges, ^lumbers of letters ex­
pounding these sentljnents have been published in newspapers and 
a ： ressQd to congressmen*

The almost complete success of the adjustaant of students 
and. acceptance by tov/nspeople is l.ig lig tael- by some outstand­
ing instances. One young nan was elected president of the 
student body at Oberlin College; anotiier, president of the 
Freslnaan Class at Heidelberg Collage. Many havo akGti an active 
part in atnletics# and Colorado State C liege of A & LI** the 
University of Utah| and Louisiana State have nisei onls their 
football squaas#

The only realproblem has been in tha Intemountain and 
west central states where the number of students wh.) had applied 
or mrerkmvy： enrolled caused these schools to put a top limit 
on the nu.iber 8 1 1 0ib 8 in order to forestall Ktx±x oriticism*

In general, student relocation has been restricted by action 
of thj A m y  and Navy inproocribing schools for Japanese 
Ansrioans because of classified war ?;ork carried, on in the 
institution more than it has been by the policies of the educa­
tional institutions. This problam has been under constant dis­
cussion v/ith the War and JTavy Department rei>resentatives, and 
present indications point to an early and reasonably satis­
factory solution*



The Chandler subcommittee of Sen§；̂§v,̂ ij"t'arXCo , ittee and the Costello subcommittee of the Dies Committee
have each made investigations and recoinmendtions regarding the
W.R.A. and the evacuees * In additionそ there have been a number
of inembers of botii Houses who have made derogatory 00111raents .
"towo.rd. W • R A ♦ o.nd. "til© svslcuqqs £Lt 0116 "feini© op 61110"tiiQr• Piincip& 丄
among "tiiBs© ar© Represent sit iv© Rankin, S611ator Tom Stiswart, a.nd
s03216 congrsssniQii from w?6S"b Goo.st and int>6irnioiiii'fc8,-iii states •

The Dies Comraittee investigation received wide newspaper 
publicity with stories of charges made by ex-employees of W H  
and others, most of v/hich were proved to be exaggerations, 
half-truths, or outright falsehoods. Most of these were refuted 
by the W.R.A. with facts, but such Information was not widely 
publicized nor did the Conmittee formally acknowledge the truth 
of such rebuttals by' news releases or in the formal report、 
Representative Sberharter protested the methods of the committee 
and filed a minority report vniicii presented an entirely different 
picture.

Trie national policy toward, the Japanese Americans and to­
ward the evacuees has been, on the whole, good. There are still 
some restrictions to which all are subject. They are, of course, 
not free to enter c rtain portions of the Western Defense 
Command. In other portions, special restrictionsse still in 
force. Entrance to the Sastern Defense Qommand until recently 
had to be preceded bys clearance from the Japanese American 
Joint Board.

Seamen, of whom there are several hundred among the Japanese 
Americans, were originally accepted for the'merchant shipping 
service. Severalm nioirths ago this policy was reversed by the 
Maritime Goramission, and seamen returning to New York and other 
eastern ports were removed from vessels and not allowed to .
re-sliip• This ma't'tQr has recentily been discussed witin 
representatives of several interested Federal agencies at a 
special meeting in New York, and the report of the committee 
appointed at that tiiae recommends ,re-employment of the shore- 
bound seamen after security investigations to be conducted by 
"the appropriate int/elligency branch,probably the SissixSHiaxx 
CoastxSaatsix Guard.

The Army ahd the WACfs are open to volunteers, but not 
the Navy or fcWDS. Enrnloymen't in defense plants is limited to 
a fe?i who have had special! investigations and are passed by the 
Joint Board. The Civil Service still treats applicants in a 
special category.

Such restrictions are indicative that the Japanese Ameri- 
cans, and particularly the evacuees, have not yet had the full 
rigtrts of participation in American society which from 'an 
officialopoint of view should be restored to them.



Political and special interest groups over a period o f  months 
have passed a * soriminatory resolutions and have en^a^erl in 
agitation of various types* The American Lq〇;1 n at itsl9^2 
National Convention passed a r03〇!ution volcin*: op-nosition to 
?/ar Holocatlon Authority nollcies and calling for the return 
of control of the centers to military authorities for the dura­
tion of the war. At its 1943 convention it was resolved t at 
all functionr, o f  the War Hel cation Authority &nd control o f  
all persons of Japanese ancestry within the United itates r 
its territories be placed under the direct sup-rvisionrf the 
War Department* ^h© Veterans of Foreign Wars passes a re­
solution at the 1943 Encampment opposing the infiltration into 
American conmiunitles o f  citizens and descendants of citizens o f  
Japan*

Tlie Iiearst newspapers have been narticularly bitter in 
thetr attacks on -nersons of Ja-naneao anoestry and on the 
administration of the centers by W,R.At Their attacks have 
been raore or less continuous, but reached their tseaks in June 
and NovenbQr 1943, both coordinated with investigations o rried 
on by the Dies Comiaittee* The McClatchy papers in California 
have follov;ed a similar patter of stinulating race hatred*
Sporadic outbursts have also appeared in the Los Ar^e^es Tines, 
Donvor ?ostf and in the Washington Times-Herald, although in 
the lablTer paper the critical articTes and1' nev̂ s storie55.1ave 
been directed' at the W*H*A. adrainistration rather than at the 
evacuees,

Accompaying this letter are certain documents which -nresent 
in {^renter detail the story of reaction to Jananese 
Americans by various groups and individuals• These documents 
cover tha poriod January X to September lt 1943

3in〇8rel3r

D, S. Myer

• Director

Enclosures 

cc: Director

JHPprovinse HP .
1/13/kk
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MEMORANDUM FOR TKE^ UNDERSECRETARY

Subject: Certain Facts Concerning the Population.of
the Tule Lake Center

Dear Mr. Fortas:

You asked, through Mr. Frank, for a breakdown of the 
population at the Tule Lake Center that will indicate the total 
number residing at Tule Lake because they have been segregated 
and the total number residing there because they are the family 
members of sagregants who have chosen to accompany the 
segregants at Tule Lake. ェn the case of this last group, you 
have asked for a division of the total figure into the number 
that are adults and the number that are minors.

The population now at Tule Lake consists, in part, of those 
wiio formerly resided at the Tule Lake Center andwre permitted 
or required to remain tliqre at the time of the mass segregation 
movement， and, in part, of those who formerly resided in the 
other centers administered by the Authority ancl were permitted 
or required to transfer to Tule Lake at thei time of the 
segregation movement. エ can give you the figures you have asked 
for with reference to the group that were transferred to the 
Tule Lake Center. We do not now have in the WasSiington office 
a reliable breakdown along these lines for the group that con­
tinued in residence at Tule Lake. エ am asking for that infor­
mation and will forward that to you as soon as we have received it

1. A total of 4, 971 evacuees remained in the Tule Lake 
Center at the time of the segregation movement either as segre­
gants or as the family members of segregants.

2. A total of 8,561 evacuees were transferred to the Tule 
Lake Center at the time of4 the mass segregation movement, in 
Septemfeer and October 1943. Of this total,6,480 were 
segregants, and 2,081 were family mem,ers of such segregants.

3. Of the 2,081 family members i,167 were 17 years of age 
or over, and 914 were under 1?.

I am using 17 years of age as the dividing line between 
adults and minors because that is the dividing line we have been 
using for purposes of leave clearance.

The figures given above for tlie population now resident at 
Tule Lake (4,971 plus 8,561) come to a total of 13,^32. A 
report we received on February 19,1944, however, Reveals a 
population now resident in the Tule Lake Center of/14,902.
We have asked the Project Director to explain the discrepancy 
in these figures of 1 ,3 7 0 • It is probable that the 1，37〇 ̂ 'acuees 
are those who were unable to leave the Tule Lake Center in 
September and October because tiiey were hospitalized or infirm,''



or because they had not been definitely classified as to their 
eligibility to^leave the center. It is possible, also, that 
some evacuees in this group are ^unauthorized residents" in that 
they were supposed to leave but failed or refused, for one or an­
other reason, to do so.

I sliould point out, also, that approximately 1,900 
segregants and members of their families are being moved this 
week from the Manzanar Relocation Center to the Tule Lake 
Center. They were not included in the mass move瓜 exit inSeirfc- 
ember and October o f last year because housing accommodations 
were not available for them at the Tule Lake Center at that time. 
In addition, we shll be moving samll numbers of evacuees to the 
Tulb Lake Center during tlie nezt three or four monthsas we 
complete the leave clearance process and issue further denials 
of leave clearance. The figures given above do not, of course, 
include the 1900 people moving from Manzanar• A breakdown of 
that group is not yet available.

Sincerely,

D. S . Myer 

Director

cc : B. Ra丄pli Stauber

PMGlick:hb
2-28-44
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Hon* Harold L« Iekes 
Secretary of the Interior 
Washington, D« 0•

Dear Mr, Secretary:

Attached Is my  memorandum to ou on Iilajor 
Problems of the War Relooation A u t h o r i t y - P a s t ,  
Present, and Future. Copies of this are being 
sent to Mr. Forbas and Mr* S t r a u s •

Sincerely,

D* S # Myer

Director

Attaohement
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Hon. Harold L. Ickes 
Secretary of the Interior 
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Attached is my memorandum to you on Major 
Problems of the War Relocation Authority—Past, 
Present, and Future. Copies of this are being 
sent to Mr. Fortas and Mr. Straus.

Sincerely,

D. S. Myer

Director

Attachement



IdAR 1194^
Hon. Harold Smith 
Director
Bureau cf toe Budget 
V/asiiington, !)•. C.

Dear Mr. Smith:

Bnclosed ares estima tes and justification in^ support of trie
requ est o f the Wax* Reloc&tioii fo r  i t s  "fciriijtd annual
appropriation. The total of these estimates by urograms is as follows

Yfashington and iJ'ield Service Offlees 
Relocation Centers 
Segregation Center 
Relocation Offices 
Evacuee Property Offices
Evacuation of Institutionalized Persons

Less:
Total
Payments for subsistence and quarters

$ 1,571,709
33,052,107 
7,201,346 
1,046,〇9〇 1 , 008,528 

536,973

#44,416,753 
400,000 

144,016,753

The entire Drogram of the War Relocation Authority is out- 
erowth of the v/ar emergency. Therefore, these estimates^ are based 
uponx your letter of June 2 4 , 1943» stating that all estimates for 
the fiscal year 1945 should be based on the assiijaption that the
war will colitinue も111*。̂1時。此 tiiat year、 T̂ i，seiestiniates assume not

tiie mili'ta.ry situatiioii in t-ii© .Pacific will coxitiinue "to rsc^uir© __
the exclusion of all persons of Japanese ancestry froni the evacuated 
area of the Pacific Coast throughout the fiscal year. If the 
military' situation in the Pacific^should permit the relaxing or 
8liiui2i8."bioil of "til© DP6 SQnt 6 Xclu.si.on 〇3?d©rs so asto ■©pio.i'b 8.1X, 
or a substantial portion of tlie evacuees of Japanese descent to 
return to the evacuated area at the beginning oi the^fiscal year 
1945, or at trie middle of the fiscal year, these estimates would 
need to be entirely re—examined*

エn spite of tlie special efforts of tlie War Relocation Airtlioi'i'fcy
to stimulate relocation of eligible evacuees, three-quarters 〇i*^he
apDroDriation requested for Vne fiscal year 19p is for tii” aミ-miミi-
stration of relocation centers. If the exclusion orders should be 
elininated, or relaxed to Dermit those persons to whom the #ar 
Relocation Authority has granted indefinite leave to return to 
their iiomes, much of the $32,752,392 net requested m  1%5 for the 
operation of relocation centers would be unnecessary^as would a 
substantial part of tiie expense of the Washington Office and field



offices outside relocation centers. Unaer any circumstance likely 
to be created by changes in the military situation, the need for 
the segregation center, for which #7,135,433 is requested, would 
probably contin ,e for the duration of the war.

Sincerely yours

D.S. Myer
Director

CC: Director 
L. Barrows
Finance

LBarrovvS: as/scb/sk 
3/12/44



MAB 3〇 1944

MSMOHAKDTO f o r  th e  S e c r e t a r y

S u b je c t :  R ecent D evelopm ents in  WHA C e n te r s .

.We hope to  keep you Inform ed of. c u r re n t  d evelopm en ts a t  
th e  c e n te r s  under s u p e r v i s io n  o f  th e  War R e lo c a t io n  A u th o r ity .
To that end, we shall, as circumstances warrant, submit to you 
reports summarizing developments whicli we believe will be of 
interest to you.

P r iso n e r  o f  War Camp N ear Hohwer

We have ,1ust received from the director of the Hohwer 
center a report that farmers in that vicinity are anxious to 
establish a camp for prisoners of war, in order to have the use 
of their lab&r; the War Department has approved a site adjacent 
t〇 the Rohwer center. The interest farmers have asked that 
they be permitted to tap our water system to provide water for 
the^ 150 or so prisoners of war wiio would be quartered in the 
camp. We anticipate that tnere may.requests for otherfacilities, 
sucii as electricity, sewage disposal, telephones, etc. An 
earlier suggestion from near-by residents, tuat a portion of 
the center; proper be set aside for a prisoner of war cami) was 
turned down by both this agency and tiie War Department. 时e are 
requesting more detailed information from Project Director 
Johnston concerning the organization of the group of farmers and 
the possibility of future requests for facilities. We would 
like'to assist the local farmers, but foresee the possibility of 
administration difficuty if even a small prisoner of war camp, 
is established next door to a relocation center.

Nine D r a ft  Evaders

Nine boys of military age at Poston who had refused, to 
deport for pre-induction physical examinations, were arrested 
on"March 25 "by agents of the F. B, 1*, and 〇n March 28 were 
sentenced to three years is in prison.

SurmaaSv of Selective Service Activity

At the beginning 〇 i  the current week (March 2 7 ) 1,535 
nissi I.j.8.d. t>86n called Tot pp©~1.11duction piiysioa.1 exo■瓜inations,
463 had "been accepted and 296 rejected on physical grounds; ， 

1 1 liad volunteered for service and "tlire.e .were .actually inducted • 
Reports of the week of ,20 indicated "thati approximately 40
men would tie called for induction this week. As of Monday,



53 men had refused to report for physical examinations. Some 
West Coast local boards persist in sending additional forms 
for- the raen to fill out, although the necessary forms were 
filled out more than a year ago. Selective Serviee is notifying 
the 1 0cal boards this is no longer necessarv. The War
Department has Informed us, and we have relayed the information 
to relocation center officials•， that anyone who causes an evacuee 
to fill out another questionnaire, on v^hich he might change 
an affirmative answer on military service to a negative answer, 
would be guilty of interfering with the Selective Service laws.

Mine Draft Evaders at Heart Mountain

Thirty-seven boys at Heart Mountain have refused to report 
for their pre-induction physical examinations. At this center 
there has been organized opposition to Selective Service, led 
by the so-called Fair Play Committee. Two of the leaders of the 
committee were denied leave clearance and were sent to Tu3ie 
Lake on March 29.

Opposition by Rocky Shimpo

Closely adaied with the resistance of the Fair Play Com­
mittee has l>een tlie Rocky Siiiiapo, a Japanese-SngXIsh newspaper 
published in Denver. This paper is nomially under the super­
vision of the Alien Property Gustodian, but in recentmonths 
has become increasingly strong in its opposition to the acts 
of the UnitedStates Government. This opposition takes its 
most violent f o m  in relation to Selective Service. The sheet 
has given widespread publieity to the statements and acts of 
the Heart Mountain Fair Play Coimaittee. Protests have been 
made by WRA to tlie Ale in Property Custodian and to the Post 
Office Department,which pres^tmal)ly has been exercising censbr- 
sliip over tlie paper. Action by. both of these agencies is 
expected momentarily which may result in either a change of 
personnel of the paper or perhaps even in the liquidation of 
the paper. WHA feels tnat the paper can be made a usefu丄 medium 
for reQ.cliing many of "tii© 6V8.cu.66s, but t,にat t»H6 staif* of "the 
paper would have to be changed before this ?/ill be possible.

Progress of Relocation

Relocation on indefinite leave continues at a somewhat 
accelerated face. During the week ending March 18, 3^7 persons 
left the centers on indefinite leave, making a total of 20,283 
who had relocated on til is presumably permanent basis; 2,489 v/ere 
absent on seasonal leave.



Evacuee Relationships

At Gila River, the system for gaining evacuee collaboration 
is being altered. Up to the present time, there has been a 
dual system of evacuee participation: In each block, there 
iias been a block manager, appointed by tHe administration; and . 
a council representative, elected by the residents. Both jobs 
are to be- abolished and a series of Block Coordinators appointed 
to perform functions wiiicii have been carried on in the past by 
both the managers and council representatives.

Eberiiarter Minority Report

The sub-committee of the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities which investigated the distrubance at the Tule Lake 
Segregation center subraitted its report some weeks ago. One of 
ti,e_members of the sub-committee, the Hon. Herman d e r h a r t e r  
of Pannsylvania, has just Issued a dissenting report, a copy 
of which is attached.

Jail Cases

Trials for offenses which re classed as felonies are held 
by county officials, or other appropriate offieails, outside the 
relocation center. In one recent case at Tule Lake, the defen­
dant ¥7as convicted and sentenced to serve 9〇 days in .jail,t. 
but the county jail was full and the count3̂ refused toprovide 
quarters for carrying out tiie sentence. WEA placed the man under 
guard in a wing of the center hospital. This, of course, is 
only a temporary solution. We hope to out a satisfactory
relationship with the local authorities*

California State Chamber of Comnierce

The California State Ciiamber of Commerce has appointed a 
seven-man committee to study post-war problems of persons of 
Japanese ancestry in th© United States. That there will be at 
least a fair balance in membership of the committee is indicated 
by the fact that two of the men appointed to the committee xs 

尨; are President R* G. Sproul of the 
UniYersIty of Galofirnia, and A. J • Lundberg, President of the 
Key System Transit Company of San Francisco. Both of these men 
are members of the Committee on American Principles and lair 
Play, which has adYocatad tolerance for Japanese on the West 
Coast. The Go mittee from.the Chamber of Gommerce has asked for 
cooperation from the War Relocation Authority in making Its 
studies, and we, of course, will comoly with the request,

Fire at Central Utah

Fire on March 29 caused damage estimated At #85〇. In staff 
quarters under construction at the Central Utah center. Cause 
was found, to be an over-heated ooal stove in the narly -completed 
building.

D.S. Myer
Attachment Director
Director^ s copy JCBakeriLH^Mar. 30A 1944



_ M 0 腿 OTJM to *tlie Secretary APH 4 1^44

Following are recent developments in the program of the 
War Relocation Authority which we believe will-interest you:

G-uayule at Poston

Project officials at Poston have been notified by the 
Forest Service that, because of a reduction in the guayule pro­
gram of that agency, the supervision of experimental -〇rk in 
porduction of guayule at Poston will be discontinued as of May 1. 
About 2.5 acres of eexx guayule have been grown there• We are 
recommending to Poston officials that WRA continue to care for 
the plants and notfe their progress, although supervision and 
assistance are not available from the Department of Agriculture.

Native 801is of Golden West

Native Sons of the Golden West, a California organization, 
issued,a press statement on March 24, in reply to statements made 
by xae In a speecii in 〇alt Lake City on March 23• tLad ’emphasized
the right of evacuees to return to the exclusion zone when the 
military situation permits, in spite of the fact that tnere were 
certain organizations op.osing their ultimate return, Walter H. 
Odemar, chairman of the Native Sons Gomiaittee on Japanese 
Legislation, told a Native Sons chapter that tTthey could be proud 
of the fact that they are members of an organization of the .t ype 
referred to by Mr. Myer that is one doing everything within its 
power to keep tlie Japanese from being returned to this vital
coastal area during the war--- its campaignw would soon be
SDread. throughout the country as prophesied, by Dillon Myer.,f

Fortune Magazine Reports on WRA.

The April issue of Fortune Magazine carries an article on the 
WRA program, written by two staff members who visited several 
WRA ceniers, including Tule Lake, and also interv^ eweci a number 
of evacuees who had relocated in New York:. Illustrations are by 
a nisei girl formerly at the Central Utah center. Another article 
in the same issue aeals to some extent with V?HA handling of 
evacuees1 property.

Pamphlet on Nisei in Uniform

We are collaborating witii the War Department in obtaining 
information and photographs for a pa-aphlet to be issued by WRA 
on Japanese ilmericans in the Array. The Array Signal Corps will 
provide many of the photographs, while WRA will p? ©pare"the text 
and publish the pamphlet.

D ?S. MIER 
Director

Director * s copy

JCBakeriLH 
Spr• 3,1944



^lORAlIDmi to the Secretary AHR 4 1944

Following are recent develooments in the progran of the 
V/ar Relocation Authority which we believe vill interest you:

Gua^ule at loston

rro.iect officials at Post on have been notified by the 
Forest Service that, because of a reduction in the qua yule T>ro~ 
gram of that agency, the supervision of experimental ork in 
porduction of guayul© at Poston will be disc ntlnued as of May 1* 
About 2*5 〇.〇 e3 of itox guayule have been 疼rown there• フg are 
recorjraenaing to Poston officials that V/RA cont：\ni© to care for 
the plants and note their progress, although supervision and 
assistance are not available from the Department o Agriculture.

Native ,c.n3 of Golden West

Native Sons of the olden West^ a California organization, 
issued a oress statement on March 24, in rer)ly to statenents m d o  
by me in a ^pescii in Salt Lake City on March 23• I had eraphasized 
the right of evacuees to return to tha exclusion zone v/hen the 
military situati n pemits, in spite of the fact tiist t are were 
cor tain organizations op osing their ultimate raturn. /alter II* 
Oderiarf oliairman of tlie Native Sons Comniittee on Japanese 
Legislation, told a Native Sons chapter that ”they could be proud 
of the fact that they are members of an organization of the t ype 
referred to by Mr. Myer that is one doing overythinf! with:ln its 
power to keep the Japanese from being returned to this vital
coastal area during tne war--- its cauiDaignije would soon be
s read throughout the country as. prophesied >»y Dillon

Fortune Magazine Reports on WRA

The April isue of Fortune Magr zine carries an article on the 
WRA progrim, written by two staff members who visited several 
WRA centers, including Tule La ;e, and also Intervieved a number 
of evacuees who had relocated in Nev/ York* Illustrations are by 
a nisei girl formerly at the Central Utah center. Another article 
in the same issue deals to some extent with V/RA handling of

We are collaborating v/ith the War Department in obtaining 
inforioation and. photographs for a pa iphlet to be issued by V/HA 
on Japanese Americana in the Anay* The Army 3:ignel Corps will 
provide aany of the photographs, while ,fflA. will prepare the text 
and publish the pamphlet#

D.S# MYSR 
Director

Director1s copy

JCBakerjLH
Upr. 3^1944



SSP 21

Lieutenant A. H. Leighton 
Office of Indian Affairs 
Merchandise Mart Building 
Chicago, Illinois,

Dear Lieutenant Leighton:

Your letter of July 12 written from Tuba City, enclosing 
your monthly report of July 10 and the statement of proposed 
answers to the Sub-committee, dated June 2?, arrived during 
my absence in the field. Since my return this is the first 
opportunity there has been to review them and エ apologize for 
not replying more promptly,

A careful reading of your July 10 report leaves me quite 
disturbed, Tiiere are certain points on wiiich I do not agree 
and many others on wliich エ do agree. Obviously some of your 
assumptions are not supported by fact but エ have some to the 
conclusion that part of the trouble again is in the lack of 
communication betv/een ?/HA headquarters and. tiie projects.

To start with,エ think you have made two or three assump­
tions which are not founded on facts. You Indicate that it is 
our policy to empty the centers to the exclusion of all otlier 
considerations. While it is true that our major objective is 
to carry out the relocation program, it is not true that this 
is being done to the exclusion of all other considerations♦
You further make the statement that the public is not ready 
to receive the evacuees. This assuruption amazed me a little in 
view of the fact that the least of our problems during tiie 
last six months, except in Arizona and California, has been 
the gaining of public acceptance. There has been a little 
trouble here and tnere, but on the vviiole this tafek has not 
been nearly as difficult as we had anticipated about a year 
ago. It is becoming less difficult as time goes onax and ehx 
as our educational progr.-m becomes 1110re and mo e effective.
You have indicated a change in the number of approved univ­
ersities to be a sign of react on in public sentiment against 
receiving t；,e evacuees and エ cannot agree with you. This 
particular action resulted from determinations made within the 
Navy Departraent and in my judgment had no relation to the 
general public acceptance of persons cf Japanese ancestry.
You have pointed out that the employment policy and the re­
duction In food costs are indicative of indirect coercive 
methods being utilized by WRA to force relocation. エ can 
understand how this assumption might be made by one not fully 
conversant with the situation because the interpretation has 
been made particularly in relation to the eraployment policy.



However, there has been no thought or intention of utilizing 
coercive methods in order to promote relocation. Employment 
at the projects has been a real problera right from the start 
There was considerable over-staffing of routine jobs at the 
centers and we determined early in tiie smnraer to reduce employ­
ment in many of these activities for a number of reasons:
(1) To make certain that every individual made his contribution 
to the center; (2) to assist tiiem in maintaining self-respect 
by insisting on a full dayfs work; (3) to assure that govern­
ment funds were properly exDended only for serviced rendered.

' It is not ou, intention to ,eduee pe,aanently tota! 
employment at the projects if there are people who wish to 
work. エ do not know of a project that lacks ample opportunities 
for employment, of able-bodied men in public worfcs of some type, 
and it will be our policy to provide ample 8111ployraent oppor­
tunities at the centers, if that is possible, for those who do 
not relocate. Nevertheless, it will make for a iiealthier 
situation if we always have a few people looking for employment.
I wairt to repeat, however, that it Is not our policy to reduce 
employment at the projects as a means of forcing people into 
outside work. After reviewing the instruction that went out 
エ will iiave to admit that it might be misinterpreted and am 
taking steps to clarify it. The true intent was made clear 
during the project directors meeting at Denver so that エ believe 
it is understood by tiiem..

In 其 judgment your interpretation regarding food costs
is 100¢ wrong. Estimates have been made asto the amount 
of food to be produced at the projects for subsistence purposes 
for this year and in presenting the budget we estimated that 
out of the 45¢ total, the cash outlay for food purchased outside 
the centers would 31¢. Never at any time has there been any 
thought of utilizing the food policy in® order to gain relocation 
As a metter of fact the basic reasons for growing food at the 
centers should, be quite evident. Because of transportation 
problems and the lack-of certain types of foods on many of the 
markets it "became essential to produce as many vegetables and 
as much meat and animal^ products at all centers where possible 
in order to maintain an adequate diet wliich Y^ould include the 
proper varieties of food. The food production program provides 
'opportunities for project empioyraeiit which would not otherwise • 
be available and supplies a better quality and variety of food 
than can be obtained from the market. There is no .change what­
soever in the food policy this year as compared with last year 
other than those changes forced by national rationing which 
affect everyone both inside and outside the centers. エ "believe 
the basic assumptions made in this case are responsible for 
our difference of aoinion regarding your recomnendations.



After going over your recommendations in detail I want 
to repeat, In connection with number one, that there is no 
coercion intended, either direct or indirect, and our poslicy in 
relation to project operation is to maintain a middle-ground 
approach in trying to provide the minimum of decent subsistence. 
Certainly it was never intended to provide more than that and 
I have made the statement several times that those in the 
centers wlio wish to make more money or raise their standard of 
living beyond that maintained at the project would have to do 
so on the outside• That does not mean that we■are going to 
lower the standard; it simply means that it is not practical for 
a number of reasons to provide opportunities for a higher 
standard of living in the relocation centers.

With your number tv/o recommendation I agree in part. The 
selection should be instituted la. rgely on an individual basis; 
however,エ tixink: both approaches are necessary. In vie?/ of the 
mixed family situation of Issei elders and American youngsters, 
it is my judgment that we have to tiiink first of the youngsters.

I agree with both three and four.' Major steps have been 
taken to provide information to tlie American public through 
tiie establishment of fifty field offices and through a very 
sxxsx effective program of education. Real progress has been 
made in this field. We have not done as good a job at the 
projects as エ would like to see done, and a great deal of time 
and thought is being devoted to this problem at the moment.

- In your numbe;r five recommendation you state that it should 
be assumed that relocation centers ar.e the best places for 
most of the elderly aliens and their younger children during 
the ?jar. エ am in violent disagreement with this point of view. 
From the standpoint of the elderly aliens who speai little 
English I can understand tliat it would be mucii easier for them 
to remain in relocation centers then try to make the adjustment 

on tlie outside. However, where there are children i 
definitely feel that they should, be reestablished in normal 
communities and schools just as fast as it sx is possible to 
do so and tliat the elders should iaal<e great scanficas in order 
to assist in accomplishing this* It is a question as to 
whether they assure 仙 6腦 ©1¥33 of temporary security now for 
the duration of the war period or whether they seek a more 
permanent security that may be attained by proceeding to re­
locate nowi It seems to me that it is an argument iDetween a 
long-time adjustment of a large group of people as compared 
with temporary adjustment for a couple of years that might . 
lead to more mal-adjustment later.

I ara in agreement with your sixth recommendation. You 
msy be right about number seven, but I s believe that private 
enterprise should be developed outside of the centers for 
good reasons.



Your eighth recoimeddation surprises me somewhat. It 
iias been the policy of WRA from the beginning to provide re­
creation equipment initially and certainly we have followed the 
policy of encouraging community and recreational activities 
generally. エ cannot understand why you imply that it has been 
otherwise.

In numbeir nine you recommend segregation and, of course, 
as you know, t—at is under way and the policy had been announced 
at the time your report was written.

In general I am in agreement with your numtier ten, parti­
cularly where you point out t二at the problem of the Japanese 
in America is 1110re. important to the national life t； an tlie 
number of people Involved would Indicate. We have recognized 
that important fact right from the start.

I have read over your proposal of June 27 of what might 
be said to a Congressional Coiamittee but did not see the draft 
x>rxor to tii© time of tli© 1160.1'ings• 'M6 so.id. just* B.lDou.'fc wiis.'fc 
was sugges'tBd and xk aftisr examining "the stat-ements made befor© 
the Committee and the testimony given at the time of the hearings 
エ am sure ,011 will agree that tl.is is true.

Sincerely yours,

D. S. Myer

Director

DBMyer:ih


