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Mrs • Ruth W • Kingman 
Executive Secretary 
2234 Telegraph Avenue 
Berkeley 4, California,

Dear Mrs. Kingman:

� ��!�������""�����

�	������

(� � ) �� ����)��� ����� � � �� � *�� � �

������	�������

1� !��- �$������) �� � �
"�� � ����,�%� � �

����������

��� � %������� � �

��������������������

��� �� ����$��)��

�� ���'�� � ����(� �3��	�� �
�����/��� ��(�	�� ��� �
���� ������ ��� ��) �
$� �� � �������� ���
���)�� 	 ����"�� � �� ��
���� -��'�� �� �

��������������������

�� ������ ) �'�� .�� -��� �

�  ���!�""#$���%�&��'	�����(�

���)�%���$

��%�'	���!���	*����� +",$

Herewith report of interviews at San Luis 
Obispo and Santa Maria. I spent only one day at 
the latter place but that was enough to enable me t o 
obtain a fair impression of attitudes there and to list 
a considerable number of people who might be contac ted 
for help if an issue should develop there.

Both San Luis Obispo and Santa Maria had large 
Japanese populations before the War. There is a gre at 
deal of truck farming in. tlie ,adjacent Valleys wh ich 
prior to the War wa s n o M f ^  d y the Japanese growers 
and shippers. Whites and Filipinos have taken over 
all the afies formerly operated by the Japanese and  
under the prevailing war time prices, despite labor  
shortages, they are making a lot of money. So-a-e* long 
as the Whites and Filipinos can continue making mon ey 
at vegetable growing they are not going to be too h appy 
at the prospect of renewjGfeff* Japanese competitio n and 
the possibilities of conflict when the Japanese ret urn 
are obvious.

There is a great deal of favorable sentiment which 
does not find much expression. The concensus is tha t 
there is not likely to be very much,if any, active 
resistance to the return of the Japanese but the la tter 
will unquestionably have difficulty in getting back  into 
farming because of the scarcity of land to rent and  
the lack of market outlets. They will have difficul ty 
in finding housing. Both communities are adjacent t o 
large Army Camps and at present there is probably n ot 
a vacant house or apartment in either town.

In San Luis Obispo'there are three centers of suppo rt 
for an educational program and possible formation 
of a local committee. These are, first: the faculty  of the 
California Polytechnic School; second: the Sunday E vening 
Forum, an active and liberal discussion group, whic h meets 
every Sunday evening in the Methodist Church; third : a 
small group of business and professional men.
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The Sunday Evening Forum is anxious to do more on t he 
evacuee issue than conducting discussions. For one thing they 
have a mailing list of about 500 names, including a ll the teachers 
and professional people in the town and many more. They have 
offered to mail to their list any materials which w e would 
send them. I suggest we take advantage of this oppo rtunity 
without delay and send them for mailing 500 copies of the 
printed circular on the principles for which the Fa ir Play 
Committee stands (the one having the list of the Ad visory 
Committee members on the back page) and also 500 co pies of 
the address by President Sproul.

These materials should be sent to the Rev. Edwin Kr apf 
884 Pacific, San Luis Obispo.

We should keep in touch with R©v.Krapf and his g ro up 
and send them additional materials for circulation.

Following are the people with whom I talked in 
San Luis Obispo - each one of these should have a p ersonal 
letter from your office along the lines indicated i n my 
letter of even date regarding Monterey.

JITBCE PAUL JACKSON
Police Court - San Luis Obispo

Lawyer and J$dge. Liberal. An active participant in  the 
Sunday Evening Forum. Catholic. His point of 
view unexceptionable. He believes there will be 
no difficulty in returning the evacuees to this are a. 
He would take a v erv active stand were it not for 
the fear of displeasing the City Council which 
employs him. But he would serve on a committee 
if one were set up.

MRS.CHAS.V.GATES 
1738 Johnson Ave.
San Luis Obispo

-An active participant in the Sunday Evening Forum.  
Very liberal on the evacuee and other issues. Her 
husband is chairman of the Democratic County Commit tee 
and is also head of the Engineer & Firemen*s Brothe r�
hood in the city. He was out of town during my 
visit and therefore I didnot have an opportunity 
to talk with him but Mrs. Gates assured me that 
he shared her position on the matter and either or 
both would be willing to serve on a committee.



(Mrs.Kingman) San Luis Obispo-Santa Maria Page 3-

MRS. ROY S. BLAIR 
521 "A"
Santa Barbara Avenue 
»an Luis Obisbo _____

Secretary/Democratic County Committee. President, 
Sunday livening Forum. Considerably to the left 
at the Sunday Evening Forum, which I attended.
She took the speaker seriously to task because 
he spoke critically of -ther Russian Communism.
She does not enjoy the confidence of the business 
and professional group naturally, but is somewhat- 
of a power in her own circle.

REV. EDWIN KRAPF 
Methodist Church 
��� Pacific-San Luis Obispo

Rather emotional. Actively endorses liberalc auses 
in his Church and hasaa following in the Church and  

is active in the Sunday Evening Forum which is cond ucted at 
his Church, but in the community generally is re�
garded as a somewhat wild liberal. He should 
unquestionably be on any Fair Play Committee but is  
hardly the man to take the leadership.

W.H.NUSS, Manager
Bank of America 
San Luis Obispo

Terms himself a ,fstaunch Republican”«
Has great admiration for President Sproul

Conservative. 
.HL Said that 

he did not like the Japanese - did not like financi al 
dealings with them and had closed out most of the 
credit extended to them before the war. The other 
bank in town he said is the ”Japanese Bank”. He 
thinks it would be for the best if the Japanese did  
not return to San Luis Obispo area but is not stron gly 
prejudiced by any means and will not oppose their 
return; The:more we talked the more he qualified 
his prejudicial statements as for example, when I 

asked him if his bank would again lend money to 
Japanese farmers he said ”No” - and then added, ”No t 
for awhile anyway.” On the whole Mr.Russ was friend ly 
and when I left he gave me his card and asked me
to get in touch with him at any time that he could 
be of service. I discussed with him the possible 
formation of a local committee and while this did n ot 
strike an enthusiastic response he was not opposed to 
it either. I am sure we can count on him at least 
not to take any prejudicial stand.
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ROBERT B. GOODELL 
Publisher Telegram-Tribune 
San Luis Obispo

Mr. Goodell's ̂ paper in the past has been generally  
fair in its attitudes. He assured me that he person ally 
endorsed the Pair Play Committee’s point of view an d 
felt the same way. Sometime ago he carried a length y 
contribution from one of the Professors of Polytech nic 
School on the subject of Civil Rights of evacuees.
I imagine he will be favorably inclined to carry mo re 

of such articles and may even write an editorial or  
two of his own. In any event we can count on the 
Telegram-Tribune not to take a prejudicial stand.

EUGENE BRENDLIN
Edna Road,San Luis Obispo

* Parmer. Leases a farm purchased by a Japanese 
American on December 6,1941. Apparently a large 
enterprise. Mr.Brendlin says the farm now has a 
j>25,000 mortgage and represents a total investment  
of $47,000. Mr. Brendlin has pleasant relations 
with his landlord and s aid he has known a large 
number of Japanese, both first and second genera�
tion, and has liked them as neighbors. The second 
generation, he said were good citizens and he had 
always liked them.

He does not expect any active resistence to 
Japanese returning but is sure they will have a 

.very difficult time getting back into f arming*
Primarily because every inch of land suitable for 
farming is now.being operated and leases are at a 
premium. All the farms previoiB ly operated by 
the Japanese are now taken over by Whites and 
Pilopinos, who are making good money and want to 
stay in the vegetable business. Purther difficulty 
for the Japanese will be finding market outlets.
There will be an attempt, Mr. Brendlin feels, by 
the produce growers to exclude Japanese competition .

ERNEST VOLLMER
Real Estate and Insurance
740 Higuera Street, San Luis Obispo

Elderly, wealthy, insurance and real estate 
booker. Prior to the War wrote insurance for 
Japanese aggregating over $60,000 in yearly premium s 
according to his statement. Has been an outspoken 
champion of the Japanese from the beginning of the 
War, with the result that he has become fairly 
unpopular in San Luis Obispo. He regarded regaled 
me with many stories of his Japanese clients and 
it is evident that he liked them. He is second
generationMof German ancestry and because he 
was na Jap,f in the first World War, he knows how
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it feels. Thinks the evacuation was a blunder and b elieves 
the Japanese should have a fair shake."

PETER BACHINO
BACHINO AND S TOCKBIRD
740 Higuera Street.San Luis Obispo

Formerly associated withMr.Vol lmer in the insurance  
and real estate business and like him, is positive 
and outspoken in defense of the Japanese. He is 
second generation Italian and says if citizens of 
Japanese descent can have their citizenship, taken 
away so can those of Italian extraction.

MILES OVERHOLT, Editor 
"THE INDEPENDENT" 

an Luis Obispo _____
With Ceorbe H.Butler, Business Manager, has jufct 
purchased "The Independent” from Lloyd Tie man ,
Republican politician who operated it as a one-man 
political journal. The new publishers intend to run  
it as a regular country weekly. Both men a re newco mers to 
the community. Mr.Overholt has no convictions of hi s 
own on the Japanese but has followed along wi th  the  
prej dices of the business community. Had never tho ught 
of the civil rigjhts aspect of the matter and visib ly 
acquired new ideas from our conversation. The Fair 
Play Committee approach was such a new idea to him that 
he wanted at once to run a story about it and asked  
for all the literature I could give him.

WILLIAM 0 fDONNELL,
Postmaster 

an Luis Obispo
� talked with him only by telephone as we couldnTt 
arrange a mutually agreeable appointment. His con�
viction is that all citizens should be treated alik e, 
regardless of race or ancestry (very definite on th at) 
but he feels, because of his official position, tha t 
he c an't take a public stand on any matter of Gove rnment 
policy, such as the return of the Japanese. It woul d 
be well to write him a letter, expressing regret th at 
I was unable to see him while in SLO, expressing 
appreciation for his point of view which is the sam e 
as ours, and otherwise explaining the Fair Play 
Committee program.
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RICHARD L. WILLETT,
��� Ida St. SLO

Director Santa Rosa Street USO and 
Member County Board of Supervisors*

An old resident of SLO and a man of considerable 
influence. Extremely interested in the Japanese 
problem and  in race relations generally. A 
thoughtful and kindly man with no prejudicial 
attitudes whatever, but cautious and afraid of maki ng 
a misstep. He is the man to take the lead in formin g 
a local committee but he will come to it slowly and  by 
degrees* We should keep in touch with him and encou rage 
him but it will be important not to give him cause for 
alarm. He asked for a list of the persons I t alked  
with in SLO and said he would talk further with the m 
about forming a committee. Immediately, he is 
going to attempt to arrange for showings of the 
WRA film before several local groups.

JUDGE RAY B.LYON,Superior Court
San Luis Obispo C o u n t y ______

I had an appointment wfch Sludge Lyon at the end of  
my last day in SLO and when, unexpectedly, he 
could not keep it, it was not possible to see him. 
Several people, including Willett, had urged me to 
see the Judge, saying that he was a fair minded 
man and interested in the problem. He should have 
a letter expressing regret that I was unable to see  
him while in SLO and outlining the Pair Play 
Committeefs position, in genera l^nd specifically 
with respect to local communities.

Obispo

The five foregoing are all members of the faculty 
at California Polytechnic, liberal, aware of the is sues in 
respect to the American-Japanese. They a re afr-ica at-a possible 
nucleus for a local committee. Mr.Cook and Mr.Kenne dy are 
jaj&acx&xEK particularly strong. The former and his  wife are 

i§nds| the latter sometime ago wrote a lengthy arti cle 
published in the Telegram-Tribune on civil rights i n respect 
to the evacuees, and would like to do more. These m en should 
definitely be encouraged.
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GEORGE COUPER, Chief of Public Relations,
Bureau of Agricultural Education
California Polytechnic S c h o o l ________

Interested in and understands the problem - haa 
no prejudices but doesnft feel strongly on the subj ect. 
Abrief note acknowledging his interest and helpfuln ess 
is advised but nothing more is necessary.

SANTA MARIA

The relationships between Japanese and Whites in 
the Sant �. Maria area would make a fascinating case study in  
race relations. Before the War, the Japanese were a  large 
element in the population and on the whole were wel l accepted.
Many w ere prominent and wealthy. The Chamber of Co mmerce solicited 
their membership; the Pair Association staged a Jap anese Day 
at the annual Pair; most of the ServicemClubs had J apanese 
members; yfa^aaiese s ttsdents were popular in the schools where 
they captured a disproportionate share of the Acade mic honors. 
Japanese contributed liberally to all civic causes.  Anti- 
Japanese sentiment has developed entirely since the  evacuation 
and as far as I was able to tell, it does not go ve ry deep, 
notwithstanding a good deal of agitation. The anti- Japanese 
agitation is fomented and organized chiefly by two men — Rob ert 
E.Easton and his attorney, C.D.Preisker. Easton is a wealthy,

t i red  business man and has taken on the Japanese issue as  a hobby. 
Currently, he is attempting to organize an economic  boycott of 
returning evacuees, to sign up landowners and busin ess men not 
to lease land or houses to  or hire Japanese.

Following are persons with whom I talked in Santa
Maria:

REV. A.A.HEIST 
Methodist Church

A "fighting liberal pastor, almost the only man 
in Santa Maria who has dared to defend the evacuees  
but he has battled boldly and without reservation.
He has made a lot of enemies and has been the targe t 
of scurrilous personal vindictiveness. The local 
Service Clubs have excluded him from membership; ti e 
newspaper has editorialized against him; his enemie s 
have tried in many ways to get his Church taken awa y f rom him 

but have thus far been unsuccessful. He goes, of 
course,much farther than does the Fair Play°Committ ee - 
condemns the evacuation and calls for the return of  the 
evacuees as soon as possible. He hammers away at th e 
subject from the pulpit and in print - publishes 
"The Church Call” - a semi-monthly "Organ of Social  
Evangelism"devoted in large part to the evacuees, 
and also the "Bulletin of the First Methodist Churc h” 
which likewise contains many articles on the subjec t.
The "Call" goes to a mailing list of about 500; of



(Mrs. Kingman) San Luis Obispo-Santa Maria Page �

the "Bulletin" dated April 30, 1944, some 4500 
copies were circulated.

Rev.Heist is convinced that there has been a 
great change of sentiment in Santa Maria toward the  
evacuees during the last six months. Personal attac ks 
on him have almost ceased, he says, and the more 
scurrilous attacks have stopped entirely. Several 
weeks ago two evacuees returned for a visit to look  
after their property# They stopped at the best 
Hotel in town, visited many former acquaintances, 
and received a cordial reception everywhere. Rev.
Heist believes there will be little resistance to t he 
gradual return of evacuees, especially if those who  were 
prominent and well known in the community can be th e 
first to return. Those who do not own their own 
homes will find it almost impossible to find places  
to live, due to the housing shortage.' The farmers who 
depended on leased land will have a hard time findi ng land 
to lease now.

M .B .01BRIEN 
GUADALUPE

Grower, shipper and packing house operator in 
Guadalupe. Another outspoken defender of the Santa 
Maria Valley Japanese. According to Rev.Heist this 
man opposed the "steal" of Japanese oBhed packing 
houses by the White packing interests with the resu lt 
that he became extremely unpopular with the latter.
He is nevertheless a well to do grower and business  
ijian and commands much respect in the Guadalupe Va lley, 

markedly He corroborates Rev.Heist's view that publ ic opinion has 
changed..toward the evacuees during the past six mo nths; feels 

that active anti-Japanese sentiment is convined to a 
very few people and does not take the boycott threa t 
at all seriously. He points to the housing shortage  
and the land shortage as factors of principle diffi culty 
in the resettlement of the evacuees but is sure tho se 
who own homes or garms can come back without troubl e. 
Others will find no difficulty in finding jobs and 
being generally accepted in the community provided 
they can find places to live which will be very 
difficult.

Mr. O'Brien discourages the idea of forming a local  
committee at the present time, as he thinks that th e 
opposition (Easton, et al) has"shot their wad" and 
they have nothing more to do now because they have 
no issue to fight. Setting up a local committee 
would give them an issue and start the fight all ov er 
again. His advice is to wait until some issue arise S| 
(hoping that none will arise) and re-consider the 
committee at that time. I am inclined to think his
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( � *Brien-cont * d)

advice is sound and should be followed. It \iould 
be advisable, however, if we can find the time to 
do more work in interviewing business and professio nal 
men and other in the community.

ERNEST PARMENTBR 
drector, USO - Santa Maria

Professional Y.M.C.A. man. His sympathies are 
\ completely on the right side with no reservations .

He was very helpful in analyzing the sources and 
\j character of the opposition and suggesting peopl e

whose sympathies were on the liberal side. He" 
feels he himself cannot take the lead In forming th e 
local committee without leaving the USO and for the  
present the latter Is enough of a job for him. He 
has to carry on an unceasing fight to get facilitie s 
for the service men on leave in Santa Maria;has at 
present two clubs and a dormitory but has to sleep 
a ��� or more service men on the floors and on the 
stairs every Saturday night. He corroborated 
the statements previously made to me about the sent i�
ment of public opinion and it is his personal belie f 
that a large following could be found for a local 
committee provided several influential business 
men would take the leadership in forming one.

REV. L. BANES ANDERSON 
Presbyterian Church.Santa Maria

Amember  of the Pair Play Committee for the past 
two years and strongly on the right side of the iss ue 
but is not outspoken. Is confident that all the 
ministers in town feel the same way as he does and 
would join a local coirmittee if business men took the 
lead.

The following are people whom I did not have an 
opportunity to s ee but who are suggested as being probably 
sympathetic and persons who should be contacted in the event 
further work is done in Santa Maria. My suggestion is that 
we do no further work at this time but follow the s ituation 
closely and if a local issue arises there It w i l lb  e advisable 
to enter Santa Maria again.

i)  h a r r y  TYLER Superintendent^ High School and Junior Colle ge

STANLEY BRENSISER High School Teacher (Supports Hei st financially) 

y  X D O R O T H Y  CRANDALL Registrar at High School

AY
���

A
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ETHEL POPE Dean of Girls,High School

FRED MAY Business man and President; Santa Maria Board of Education

ROBERT BRUCE Superintendent, Q-iw-ic  Gas & Electric Company 

MR. TERWILLIGER Manag er, Wooiworths

MR. DONALDSON Manager, Western Auto Supply Company

MR^ MALCOLM Manager, Good Year Store

M R . BLAINE Managé r, Blaine^Furniture Company
(wife-is a Quaker)

FATHER MURPHY Catholic Church

CLYDE DYER Manager, PG&E Sub-Station

BURT ROSENBLUM Bus ines sjnan

JUDGE MARION SMITH

DR. ED MUND CROWLEY, M.D. - Leader in L.D.S. Church

(the latter two persons are suggested as men of 
standing in the community who xnightbe expected, 
if a crisis should arise,to take the lead in 
opposing the antis.)

Sincerely yours, 

Davis McEntire
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week I talked with 15 or 20 people in 
Monterey, Pacific Grove and Carmel, the more signifi�
cant of whom are listed below. The group is probabl y 
not a representative sample of these communities be cause, 
as you know, I was looking for people who might be ex�
pected to take a stand for constitutional procedure  and 
revision the civil rights of citizen evacuees. Effo rt 
was made however, to reach people of some standing in the 
community. Those interviewed are undoubtedly repres enta�
tive of a significant section of community leadersh ip.
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I found none , with one exception, who were 
strongly prejudiced. Excepting this one individual they 
were quite prepared to see the evacuees return; all  
recognized that they had an unquestionable right to  do 
so whenever military exclusion was lifted; the conc ensus 
was that these communities would probably raise no ob�
jection to the return under military sanction but e veryone 
pointed to Salinas as a sore spot and several thoug ht 
there would be danger of violence there.

The Monterey Peninsula and the Salinas Valley 
are about as different as two communities well coul d be - 
for all of the relationship between them they might  as well 
be 200 miles apart as 20. The Penisula is really on e 
community with 5 nuclei ( Monterey - Pacific.Grove - Ca.rmel) 
and the people regard themselves as Peninsula resid ents. 
Many' p eople live in Carmel and work in Monterey or Pacific 
Grove, but Salinas is beyond the pale.

I asked everyone I talked with on the Peninsula to 
suggest people in Salinas and the total of result w as 
2 names. Nobody from Monterey knows anybody in Salinas. 
Peninsula people go to Salinas to catch trains and that 
is about the extent of their interest in that commu nity.
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Salinas ought to be worked rather intensively, I di d 
not go there because merely a day or two - which v/as  all my 
schedule would afford — would probably not be worth while *
But someone should go in there with enough time to meet a lot 
of people and work on the opposition. That town wil l unquestion�
ably be one of the danger points. If George Rundqui st could 
spare a few days I am sure it would, be very well w orth his while,

The following people I am told are unfavorably disp osed:

JUDGE JORGENSON 
EMMETT Mc Menamin 
REV. M. L. KEMPER 
BILL -KENYON 
MRS.HOMER G. EMMONS -

Superior Court 
County Clerk (probably) 
United Presbyterian Church 
Central Labor Committee

(probably)

One potential trouble spot - the only one mentioned  - is 
the fishing industry. Before the War fairly keen co mpetition
existed hotwoen this industry between the Sicilians  and the Japanese. 
Now, the former have it all to themselves and they will have to 
get accustomed to the idea of the Japanese competit ion again. The 
rivalry between the two groups was never excessive but it might be 
unfortunate if the Japanese fishermen were the firs t to show up 
in the community. Aside from the économie fflaeESre * the usual 
stories have circulated about the Japanese Naval Of ficers, dis�
guised as fishermen, iss, fishing boats meeting Jap anese vessels at 
sea, etc. Many p eople on the Monterey peninsula, otherwise well 
disposed, would be nervous at seeing Japanese going  fishing again 
off the Coast during the War, It would be advisable , I think, to 
pass this on to WRA and especially to Poston, where  most of the 
Monterey fishermen were sei

A committee could readily be formed, I am sure, on the 
Monterey Peninsula among the people who feel strongly on the 
subject; but I believe, that if the contacts I have  made are 
maintained, and these people are encouraged to cont inue thinking 
about the problem, that a number of leading busines s and profession�
al men can probably be brought in later on. At the moment, the 
sentiment is friendly, but I do not find anyone who  is willing 
right now to take the lead in calling a group toget her - that is, 
no one who would command the respect of the busines s and professional 
group.

Several people indicated that they thought it would  be a 
good idea to form a committee and promised their su pport but 
no one wants to stick his head up. It will be extre mely important 
to continue the education of these people. Your ide a of writing 
each one a letter should certainly be carried out w ith no delay.
In addition, each person should be placed on the ma iling list; 
they are interested and the Committees � stuff will be read and will 
be talked about in the community. Those are the two  things which 
your office can do. Locally,there are two or three stalwarts 
( Mr.Krogh — Mrs. Todd - Mrs. Morrow -see below) - who will continue 
to discuss the matter with the professional and bus iness men.
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There is good prospect, I think, of getting a local  committee 
later on hut even if that should not work out we ar e in a 
position to give some guidance to local thinking an d opinion.

In your letters to the people with whom I talked ma y I 
suggest, f irst; that you refer to the person* s con versation 
with me and (express the Commit tee^ appreciation of  their 
thoughtful approach to the problem; second: state a gain the 
basic position of the Committee with respect to civ il rights, 
the Constitution, and tbre m i  lit ary necessity; emphasiyuthat 
the important thing is not to defend the American-J apanese, 
but to maintain the principle that all American cit izens 
should be treated alike when the military emergency  is passed 
third: re-state the approach which I have taken wit h local 
people, namely, that the problem will have to be se ttled in 
the various communities of the Pacific Coast and it  will re�
quire cool and unbiased thinking;to respect the rig hts of 
American citizens is only good citizenship, but unf ortunately 
there are some people who have not thought the matt er through 
in that light, ?/ho unthinkingly blame loyal citize ns of 
Japanese ancestry for the crimes of the Imperial Ja panese 
Government. The thinking people of every community have a 
responsibility to see that the facts are made known  and to 
guide the sentiment of their community toward an in telligent 
and peaceful solution of the problem.

The following are the more significant persons with  
whom I talked on the Monterey Peninsula:

MRS. DWIGHT MORROW,Jr.
Carmel Valiev _______ _

Socially prominent - liberal - interested in race 
relations - active in the Monterey Inter-Racial 
Committee. Her point of view is solidly on the 
liberal side - s h e  is interested in the evacuees 
not only from the standpoint of civil rights but 
also in aiding those returning to find places to 
live and jobs. She is, however, rather timid about 
expressing her point of view or assuming leadership  
because she has been in California only three years  
and fears that the older residents would resent 
advice from newcomers. Nevertheless, Mrs. Morrow 
and the two people next mentioned are the solid 
nuecles for any program which might be developed on  
the Monterey Peninsula. We should keep in touch 
with her regularly and give her every encouragement  
to do more.
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MRS. MARIAN TODD 
Carmel __________

Head of Monterey Peninsula Community Chest - with offices 
in Monterey - solidly liveral and well respected in 
the community because of her capable management of the 
Community Chest. On close personal terms with Mrs. Morrow 
Believes wholeheartedly that a committee should be formed 
and at once and that it should go to work to produc e 
■ ♦ statements from the County Board of Supervisors a nd other 
public officials. She has many contacts in the comm unity 
and will use them. If a committee were once establi shed 
we could count on her to supply a lot of the drivin g 
force.

R. T. KROGH 
1107 Franklin 
Monterey

Principal of Monterey Adult School and Chairman 
of Inter-Racial Committee of Monterey. A convinced 
and solid liberal - deeply interested in race rela�
tions. With Mrs . Morrow arranged to bring Carey 
McWilliams in to address a public meeting on the sub �
ject of American-Japanese• Supported by the Inter- 
Racial Committee this meeting was attended by appro xi�
mately 600 people and McWill iam’s remarks were very well

received. Many qu estions were, asked but not one was of 
.heckling character, According to Krogh and Mrs, Morrow. 

"The Inter-Racial Committee will continue its activ ities 
in respect to the Japanese but Krogh believes it wo uld 
be highly asade sir able to form a separate group d evoted 
to the single issue of civil rights which having th us 
limited and safer!T aims than the Inter—Racial Comm ittee, 
might attract the support of business and professio nal 
men who now regard the Inter-Racial Committee with some 
anxiety. Mr-.Krogh will continue to discuss the possi�
bility of a local Fair Play Committee or equivalent , 
with the business and professional men with whom I 
talked. A copy of my letter to him is enclosed.

FRED WORKMAN
Sin ex & Muni cipal Streets 
Pacific Grove ____

�.��� � � �� �

informed.
Proprietor of an Auto Court and Store on t:
Drive. An elderly, gentle business man. Well 
Solidly liberal and a man of considerable intellect ual 
sophistication but not aggresiye. A member of the 
American Civil Liberties Union. He takes the long v iew 
and is not greatly concerned about the immediate si tuatio] 

the American-Japanese which he likens to that of th e 
-Americans in the First World War, - there is bound

of
German
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(Workman-continued)

to be trouble while War lasts but "time is the ̂ rea t  
.Healer.n Mr.Workman would be a valuable member of any 
committee but is not the man to take the initiative  to 
form one.

RILES PEASE
nPease the Druggist11
Lighthouse Ave-Pacific Grove

Business man and landlord. Strongly interested.
Alive to the civifc. rights issues involved. He had  
been thinking of getting a Nisei couple of his ac�
quaintance to return and live in part of his house and 
do maintenance-gardening work for their rent, He is  
sufficiently interested to do some work later on; a t 
present he is deeply involved in another "civil rig hts" 
battle - battle against '‘dictatorial, unconstituti onal* 
administration of OPA Rent Control - this will keep  him 
busy at least until Christmas, but in that time he expects 
to have OPA beaten down and would be ready to swing  into 
action in behalf of a local Fair Play Committee. He  thinks 
that a Peninsula committee should center in Monterey 
because that is where most of the Japanese populati on 
resided’prior to the War and that is the main cente r of 
business activity on the Peninsula. He is quite sur e that 
if a committee were initiated at Monterey he could bring 
in a contingent of business men from Pacific Grove.

R.H.PARTRIDGE
President, First National Bank 
Pacific Grove ___________________

Conservative - racialist point of view but moderate .
Regards himself as a thinking person. He is head of  
the Fair Play Committee and is impressed by the big  
names -ee£ such jgesfr as President Sproul, Wilbur,  Millikan , 
Lundberg, etc., who are back of the Committee and f eels, 
there r ally must be something to its point of view . 
Furthermore, he himself is very strongly for the Co nsti�
tution. But, he has himself taken a very different 
approach, believing that the Constitution ought to be 
amended in order that unassimlkble racial groups co uld be 
removed from the country. He wanted to know if the men of 
the Fair Play Committee had given any study to the possibility 
or desirability of amending the constitution for th at purpose. 
All of this was expressed very moderately and altho ugh 
Mr .PartridgeTs viewpoint is very different from my o wn it 
was possible to discuss the matter with him.

My judg ment is that.impressed by the big names and feeling  
- a personal responsibility as a thinking man, and a leader of 

the community, he would at least give long and seri ous
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(R.H•Partridge-continued)

consideration to joining a committee if one should 
be formed.

JOHN MARTIN
Hudson, Martin & Fer^antfi,Attorneys
Monterey ____________ _ ______________

Young man - son of Carmel Martin, ranking member of 
this law firm. A very pleasant young man - 'has no 
prejudices against the Japanese but is ctefina taly  
accustomed to following leadership rather than 
supplying it. He agreed there could be no question as 
to"the right of citizen evacuees to return whenever  
the Army lifted the military ban. He further agreed  
on the duty of lawyers to support the civil rights 
of all citizens. He was non-committal on the format ion 
of a committee but there is no doubt that if his fa ther 
favored one he would join in with enthusiasm.

PERRY REEL
Manager, J.C.Penny Co.
Monterey________________ _

President, Monterey Chamber of Commerce.

One' of the leading business men of Monterey. He has 
visibly been educated to an understanding of the 
rights of Japan.ese-American citizens. He attended 
the Carey McWilliams lecture and was favorably 
impressed.

Later Art Godfrey of the Friends Service Committee 
called on him and so .I.was the third favorable 
influence to bear upon his thinking in a period of 
less than two weeks. He is definitely on the Pro 
side. He pictures "1mself as a man of strong 
conviction and willing to stand up for what he 
believes is right. THIS is right and he feels 
he should stand up for it. However, he is sensitive  
to the risks involved. He pointed out to me that he  
operated a semi-public institution and doubted that  he 
could afford to stand forth alone but he said if a 
group of business men would stand out in defense of  
the rights of American Citizens he would, have no 
hesitation in going along. He suggested that Carmel  
Martin was the logical man in the community to take t he 
lead in forming such a group.
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CARMEL 
Pgytno] 
Æonterey

:? A Q"Dijrxl\±  j Dll •
-Hudson, Martin & Fermante,Attorneys

Elderly - most distinguished lawyer on the Monterey 
Peninsula - he is an intelligent and well informed 
man and there is no question of either his understa nding 
or his sympathies in the present instance. However,  
he inclines to caution on forming a committee which  he 
feels is not opportune at the present time. Public 
opinion, he says, is calming down and it should b e .  
allowed to calm down some more before a committee i s

’Dor*-? r* f!-r> � � � � � ■ end HormCil "Hi hr c*'ormea. Monterey, Pacific Grove and Carmel, uC 
will receive back the evacuees without difficulty b ut
Col-?m a s  is a trouble 
be formed he feels ii 
group.

We should keep in 
to continue thinking

¿pot and i 
would onl vr

a committee were to 
antagonize the Salinas

touch with him and- encourage him 
about the problem.

W . M, 0 1D O M E L L  .
Manager-Editor Monterey PeninsulaHerald 
Monterey ____ _ _____ _ _______ Ii

A very warm hearted, human person. Alter hearing 
my story, announced that he himself went much farth er 
than the Fair Play Committee as he not only support ed 
the jglvil Rights of all citizens but he 
liked the Japanese-Americans. He thong
esellent 
were evacuated 
return as soon

citizent - lûw mist;
���nrj  j.LXsJ.

! definit elv
;ht they were
ice that they
allowed tothat they should he 

possible. He doesn’t feel entirely 
independent to express his point of view in his new s�
paper, partly because he does not own the newspaper  —  
and be??use the owner is at present serving oversea s 
with the Armed Forces and partly because of the att itude 
of some of his advertisers. He asked me in particul ar 
to go to see W.R.Holman, owner of a Department Stor e 
in Pacific Grove which is an important advertiser 
and the owner is strongly anti-Japanese.

Mr.0fDonnell will never lend his paper to an anti-
e will go �� �� ir as he daresJapanese campaign and | _ P .. ■ .. |P||||RPP

on the other side. He gave, for example, an excelle nt 
coverage of Carey MeWill iam’s lecture. This is an 
important channel in reaching the people of Monterey 
Peninsula and we will do well to provide Mr.O’Donnell 
with, all the material he can use • He should be on  the 
mailing list for everything and we should bear him in 
mind for 
area.

story of particular significance for his

Concerning the formation of a Fair Play Committee Mr. 
O ’Donnell felt that for the time being at least it was 
better not to agitate the question. He said that pu blic
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opinion was softening and that the best strategy wa s to 
let it soften still more before forming a committee , 
if at all, A committee he felt would challenge the 
opposition, and would start controversy again.

HUGH S. DORMODY, M.D.
Monterey Hospital
Monterey ____________ _

Prominent physician. Active in Rotary - Past Distri ct 
Governor of Rotary. Dr. Dormody is easily the most 
thoughtful and best informed man on the Japanese- 
American§ and the issues involved of anyone I met o n 
the penninsula - and perhaps the least inclined to do 
anything about it.

The Fair Play committee,he says, has no program as 
far as he can tell because it is merely asking peop le 
to be good citizens and everyone is expected to be a 
good citizen. He dismisses Hearst and the various 
groups fomenting anti-Japanese agitation as "contem ptible" 
meriting no respect or consideration whatever, and he fur�
ther believes that they hayeh.no influence. The mos t 
important bearing of the Japanese-American question  
he believes, is on the International relations of t he 
United States in the Pacific Basin. He is aware of how 
the Japanese Government has used the treatment of 
Japanese-Americans in the United States for propaga nda 
in the Orient and he believes if any evacuees retur ning 
to California are mobbed and killed it will have a dis�
astrous reaction on the standing of the United Stat es 

^authority in the Pacific and the Orient. But all o f 
Dr.Carmodyfs thinking, advanced as it is, is strict ly 
ivory tower.

We should, however, keep in touch with him. Perhaps  
in a crisis he might be willing to come forth. It i s 
even possible that he might be persuaded to initiat e 
some discussion in Rotary (filubs - although I doub t it.

; •' V ]>£
I talked with him for nearly two hours and had a ha rd 
time getting away - so there is certainly no lack o f 
interest on his part and there is a chance that it might 
occur to him to go beyond just talking about the pr o�
blem and condemning the antis.

VERNON HURD-Manager 
Ho2imahfs Department Store
Pacific Grove ________ ,_____ _

I saw Mr. Hurd and Mr.Hdman (below).- at the request 
of Mr . � !Donnell. Holman is retired from active management 
of the store which he has turned over entirely to Mp.Hurd.
The latter is a young, agressive business man. He s aid 
it was his point of view that the first and second generations
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of Japanese in this country are likely to be loyal 
to Japan in a crisis - but his faith in that point 
of view has been somewhat shaken by the military re cord 
of the Japanese-Americans - and ?/as further shaken  by 
the arguments which I advanced and by the important  
names which he saw on the literature of the Fair 
Play Committee, He is a reasonable man and believes  
the problem is one which, should be discussed and t alked 
of in the Service Clubs and elsewhere. He asked for  all 
the literature I could give him and promised to cal l 
the matter to the attention of the Rotary Club memb ers 
and also before a young business menfs group to whi ch 
he belongs, and.'would try to get some discussion 
started.

W-.R.HOL MAN
Pacific Grove NOTE: DO NOT WRITE TO THIS IAN

Mr, Holman is the retired owner of the largest 
Department Store on the Monterey Peninsula. On the 
Japanese question he is a psychopath**©* It was not  
possible to talk with him and after I had introduce d 
the subject he launched at once into a furiouA* 
•monologue in which he recited all the scandalous 
charges and stories about the American-Japanese and  
I do not think he missed one of them.

There is no particular reason that I could discover  
why he should be so extremely prejudiced as he has 
never been in competition with Japanese and has 
never know very many of them but he is as rabid on 
the subject as anyone I have met,

Mrs. Todd and Mrs. Morrow tell me that he is generally 
regarded in the community as somewhat off-center” 
and has no influence or following, Notwithstanding 
his wealth, he serves on no committees and is given  
no part in civic activities. Nqfone, according to m y 
informants, takes him seriously.

Unfortunately, Mr.C MDonnell takes him seriously 
because his store is one of � !Donnell1s largest 
advertisers. We can count on Mr.Holmanfs using 
any opportunity which comes his way to advance his 
anti-Japanese views but so far as I could learn his  
views will command little or no respect on the Monterey 
Peninsula, although they are, perhaps, congenial to  the 
Salinas group.

Sincerely yours,

avis McEntire£.  J.



December 1st, 1944

Mr* B*T*Krogh  
1107 Franklin  
Monterey  
California*

Dear Mr.Kroght

I talked with the following people  
in the Monterey Peninsula*

Mra* Dwight Morrow,Jr* Mrs# Marion Todd
Fred Workman Kile® Pease
E#H*?artridge John Martin

With the exception of Mr «Holman, all of the foreg ing  
were friendly and some of them were definitely incl ined  
toward forming a local Fair Play Committee#

Carmel Martin and 0 fDonnell however, felt that it w ar  
better not to agitate the question# They raid that  
public opinion was softening toward the evacuees an d the  
best thing to do was to let it soften* They feared that  
forming a committee at this time would onle serve to  
relight the fires of controversy* There is undoubte dly  
much to be said for that point of view, especially,  if  
sent ment is as they say, changing in the right direction # 
As long as there occurs no * incident or crisis11 the Fair  
Flay Committee is not necessarily advocating the imme diate  
formation of local committees but it does feel that  It is  
highly desirable for individuals and groups in the loc al  
communities to be in readiness to come out on the r ight  
aide in case any issue arise® and to declare their  
support for the Army and for allowing evacuees to retu rn  
whenever the Army says they may#

If you have an opportunity to diseuse the matter casua lly  
with any of those with whom I talked we should appre ciate  
it if you would do so with the thought of keeping the  
matter before their attention#

In addition to the public opinio# problem there 1® the  
matter of aiding the returning evacuees to find pla ces  
to live and Jobs# As you suggested this is probably no t a  
problem in which a local Fair Play Committee would be

Perry Keel  
W «M* 0 1Donnell  
Vernon Hurd

John Martin,£r#
Dr.Hugh S.Dormody  
W#R*HoXm&n
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interested but we definitely welcome the interest o f the  
Inter-Racial Committee#

We should be greatly indebted to you if you could inf orm us  
from time to time concerning developments on the Mo nterey  
Peninsula*

If there is anything further that we could do I am sure some  
one could arrange & return visit after the first of th e year*

Thank you for your help and trusting we may be able to continue  
working together, I remain

Sincerely yours,

Davis McEntir©

I am sending a copy of this letter to Mrs. Morrow and  
to Mrs. Todd.



Tule Lake  

Feb* 19, 1945

CONFIDENTIAL

HOOD RIVER (Feb. 16)

Linville and I drove dowa "to Hood River whore he h ad evacuee property  
business to transact, and we deeided we both could get some general  
information of value by talking to various people a cquainted with the local  
scene* I was identified simply as being fra» the Wa shington office, function  
unmentioned. Sometimes it is a good thing I have a name people usually garble,  
To some it sounded like Sawyer, to others Sherwood,  to others Seaway Sherman,  
but I noticed that the B.A* and John Rohr, the lead ing local lawyer took my  
name down, a careful practice common to lawyers and  newspapermen, 1 guess#

We picked up copies of the Hood River ads at the Ho od River Hews* We  
missed the editor, Hall, on several tries during th e day, but we heard from  
various sources that he was not popular with the Le gion for his condom-  
nation of the name erasures and oooasional defense of the evacuees*
Naturally, he cannot refuse the Legion ads, since h e is not the publisher, but  
it is noteworthy that most or all the Legion anti-J apanese printing jobs, such  
as reprints of the ads they are distributing and th s pamphlet statement about  
Hood River Japanese, have gone to the other paper, the Sian*

Travis of the Sun told us all the work was being pa id for by the LCgioa  
and the writing is done by Legion people, but it in cludes material plagiarised  

from the usual basic sources of misinformation. One  would think fTcra the pamphlet  
that Hood River is full of Shinto temples* Travis s eemed a pleasant young man,  
badiy informed but interested in new information. H e said he knew »good JapB"  
but how was it that many of them must have known ab out Pearl Harbor in advance  
and "you would think one of them would have said so mething about it.* I asked  
nim were pretty amicable by that time) whether he k new about D-Day  
in advance, which he should have as an American ful ly informed in advance of  
American military operation«* He finally agreed it was unlikely that the Jap-  
anese military would entrust the Pearl Harbor plans  to hundreds of Issei  
and Nisei in Hood River* Here, as at the News and i n talking to  
various residents, Linville and I made casual refer ence to the fact a Nisei  

H?°? RdTer * * *  died of rounds on Leyte. Travis, by the way,  
Clml?ed th#r® was no *Yld*nc© be was from Hood Rive r. Anyway,  

we spread the Oregonian AP story about it around wh erever we went. We did  
the same for the Col l iers editorial about H.R., as reported in the Oregonian.

he w o u l f ^ n f L ^ r ^ ! 0?8 W!S i l 8?? ?*strict Attorney Wye rs. He assured Linville  
?f the law to the limit against any who attacked re turnees. He

w i *  tW° J 0aSg8t6r! who had broken into unoccupied ev acuee farmhouse  
«d+?^?n cauRbt, scared stiff," and been given suspe nded sentences* In view

pres^attent ion^bat" S / J ? “  1° ^  s h o S d  *  ‘curse* « e e l T
^  M  would there be any objection to his giving the loc al papers

"“ T *  8tat^ g that officcrs bad caught and the court  
given suspended sentences, because of extreme youth , to two boys who burglarized  
evacuee property? May be it would deter those hoodl ums he hadto ld  us might ̂la^e



s«aething »ore serious in mind? *0h, I don*t want a ny publicity,* the DJL,  
amid loftily. He handsomely suggested we give it to  the papers* Linrille said  
it wasn't a HBA function, but later I suggested to him privately that he might  
■ ention it to the Hews editor on his weekly trip to  Hood River next time. It  
probably will be too late then, of course«

In any event, Wyers claimed there was no «me who wo uld advise evacuees  
te come back. Under questioning (who is DJk. at Hoo d River, anywayt) he admitted  
that if they did case back, even against the unders tandable advice of their  

friends, ther friends would support them* He person ally believes it would be  
best for the evacuees and everyone if they did not return« He, of course, saw  
no economic motive in the campaign to keep them awa y. His own advice to Eddington,  
he said, was to restore the names to the memorial a nd couple it with an '  
»excoriating blast against the Japa.*

John Mohr, a local lawyer with whom Linville has a great deal of evacuee  
property business, thought the local situation was bad for evacuees but there  
was some local support for them. He said that Ralph  (?) Hayes,  
a local farmer who had defended them, had been extr emely unpopular because of  
it.

Out near Parkdale we saw Hayes, a great big ruddy-f aced chunk of a man  
who said slowly he »always spoke his mihd." I belie ved him too* He has long  
been a friend of the evacuees, and practically rais ed one family after it was  
orphaned. He was worried about returnees, however, thinking they should not come  
back for awhile. But he agreed with Linville that t he Legion crowd  
did not mean them to stay away during the war, but always, and that the fight  
would have to be made whenever they came back. He w ill help all who return,  
at any time* He told us that many of those signing the Shoemaker petition  
it to avoid an argument, not from any desire to sup port the Legion strongly.

The News had carried an editorial that day, about a  San Francisco  
man writing to S.F. papers that Hood River apples s hould be boycotted. The  
News couldn't see the connection between the Legion  erasures and a boycott  
on local apples. Underlying it was the fear, which we ran into here and there,  
that such a thing might come to pass. If it ever di d, the responsible people  
in town would quiet the Legion crowd in a hurry. No w there is no harm to them  
from is going on, and no incentive to stop it.

Hood River valley is getting rich on fruit crops* X  heard of a number  
ef oases in which orchards bought one year, had bee n paid for in full  
out of the net profits of one or two years. There i s hope among many that the  
evacuees will sell. A  farmer named Mere, a school t eacher until the fruit money  
prompted him to borrow enough to buy evacuee acreag e, wants to buy much bigger  
evacuee acreage than he now has. Linville explained  the bidding procedure on  
a tract offered for sale, and then asked him hew he  felt about evacuees returning.  
Merz knew of a few good ones, but when he taught sc hool he couldn* t help noting  
things that made him feel later they knew about Pea rl Harbor, etc, etc. A  lot  
of local feeling against them, and better if they d idn't comd back. He might have  
been rational once, but now Merz has an eeonimie in centive to rationalise against  
and maybe act against the return of evacuees«

There was a complicated session with a farmer named  Miller, who has  
been operating lands leased from an evacuee for two  years, getting three quarters



of tho net profit, after throwing everything includ ing the kitchen sink into  

his estimate of costs reducing the net profit. He d enies now what an  

audit taken of his own figures shows, that he owes some hundreds of dollars to  
the evacuee owner from his first year’s operation. (The second year brought  
him 75 per cent of about $29,000 net profit, 1 beli eve). The audit was  
made at Linville* s request by Hr. Guille, a local auditor. Two hours after  
seeing Hiller we say Guille and he said suddenly*"I  don’t want a xgr  
more Jap business•* He doesn't want to work on audi ts of returns from  
their property, and he wanted to buy back the audit  he had given Linville.  
Apparently he is afraid he might have to go into co urt if the evacuee sues  
for the profits due him, and have to support his ow n audit. Dirty work at Hood  
Hiver, if 1 ever saw any.

Conclusion!

I have spent this much space (and bad typing) on Ho od River because  
1 think there is a pattern here more dangerous to r elocation to the coast men  
shooting into windows. Tou can get enforcement offi cials to arrest and prosecute  
hoodlums, but there is no legal action possible aga inst those who run intimidating  
ads and conduct a legal, organized campaign to forc e evacuees to sell out. There  
is the danger too that if successful in Hood River,  the technique will spread  
tc Gresham and other places. If it is to be defeate d it should be defeated at  
Hood River where there is a nationwide public stigm a producing a local effect  
even now. The Legion erasures «as a local blunder. The land selling campaign  
is the real thing, the strategy that would be comin g off better if the Legion  
had not put its foot into it with the business abou t the names.

In my opinion there should be a triple action taken  against Hood  
River. There should be an overhead campaign of publ icity, through getting  
the Hood River ads and the campaign to the attentio n of a few leading newspapers,  
Colliers, a few columnists possibly. That will put Hood River back in the spot�
light again as a place still deserving of nationwid e censure. It would bring the  
responsible people to an awareness that lasting dam age might be done to their  
community (which has fruit to sell and tourists to attract after the war).
Linville should get more opportunity to go to Hood River and buck up the opposition  
to the Legion, and give them ammunition on the Nise i in the Pacific, on everything  
being written about Hood River, about Issei and Nis ei being accepted elsewhere.  
Third, every effort should be made to keep.evacuees , by persuasion, from selling  
Hood River holdings, and if possible, get them to g o back, although they may  
not do so until the spearhead of the local oppositi on is broken by the first  
two types of action.

Linville reports that five Hood River evacuee farms  are up for sale,  
all starting before the campaign, I believe, and fo ur from Tule Lake. Three of  
the four involve renunclators. The fourth talked to  Lowry, Tule Lake evacuee  
property officer whoa I saw todjpQf. This farmer an d I are going to get together  
He wants to sell for $25,000« Lowry thinks I can an d should persuade him to  
at least postpone action. The farmer, who has a bro ther who fought in Europe and  
is now in the Pacific, feels Hood River will always  be hostile. I'll do what  
I can.
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Observations in Connection with a Visit to the  
WATSONVILLE - SALINAS - MON TENET AKSA

by Cordon K. Chapman

Having recently visited the Monterey Bay Area, I would still ch aracterize public  
opinion as being fairly favorable at Monterey, indifferen t at Watsonville, and quite  
antagonistic at Salinas« In any case, it has become a grav e question as to whether  
evacuees should be encouraged to return to this area, in vi ew of certain considerations  
which I shall now presentí

T h  t I. SALINAS

In Salinas I conferred with the ministers, representative filipinos, and some busi�
ness men* As is well know, Salinas has a long background of a ntagonism to the Japanese,  
and this has been greatly enhanced by the fact that a local Na tional Guard unit was at  
Bataan, and with the return of some of these individuals local an tipathy has greatly in�
creased.

Judging from the statements of prominent business men, the gr ower-shippers are com�
mitted to a policy of discouraging future Japanese part icipation in agricultural industry  
in the Salinas Valley. The claim is made that the Japanese are  not needed, and that they  
are undesirable. It is asserted that they were disinclin ed to cooperate in policies which  
were calculated to further the Interests of the growers; for in stance, when it was agreed  
that lettuce below a certain size should not be harvested  in the interest of price control  
and so forth, the Japanese continued to harvest small sizes and undersell. The executive  
secretary of the Chamber of Commerce stated that while there had  been Japanese members,  
they were disinclined to pay the fee for regular membership, ancj/wanted regular privileges  
at associate member and so on,and so on. *

It is asserted that the local census indicated that ninety-five percent of the comm�
unity were opposed, and that the only ones who were in favor of Jap anese return "were people  
who were not concerned with the welfare of the commun ity.* It is still being charged in  
Salinas that while there may be some loyal ones, generally speaki ng they are disloyal; that  
the Army Intelligence has found it most difficult to fi nd and recruit loyal Japanese; that  
it is a well-known fact that there was considerable Japanese sabotage and espionage in the  
Salinas Valley; and generally speaking, local people accept the findings of the Dies Com�
mittee and the Committee of the California State Senate.

$hen the Japanese-American soldiers were at fort Ord , it was necessary for them to  
be very circumspect in visiting Salinas, and to keep pretty cl ose to the TJ.3.0. Prominent  
individuals even took exception to their wearing of service ribbons, on the ground that  
they were putting on airs, "wearing decorations conspicuousl y which American soldiers  
kept out of sight.* One of our local pastors in Salinas stated t hat he had arranged for  
a reception for Nisei soldiers at fort Ord, but many in his  congregation took exception  
to this, and his people were very much divided.

The WHA relocation officer for this area, Mr. Theodore Lewis, e mphasized the fact  
that he had conferred with law-enforcement officials a nd was assured of cooperation. The  
secretary of the Chamber of Commerce also assured me th at there would be no overt acts of  
violence; the people had been warned to refrain lest there be retaliation in the far last,  
and he did not look for these acts. But it does appear that returning Japanese would be  
treated with coolness, if not discourtesy, in many cases. In fact, just before I arrived

/



a local department store had refused to serve a Japanese* As one pr ominent resident said,  
»We just don*t want the Japs hack. * Local law-enforcement officials have apparently b een  
quite indifferent to their responsibilities when it comes to  the protection of Japanese  
property, and as the Y.M.C.A. director stated, they even consider the local Japanese church  
property as a proper sphere for pilfering activities*

Having conferred with the Japanese now at Poston who w ere formerly residents of this  
area, the writer can state that very few have any intention o f returning to Salinas; and  
although quite a number indicated that they would be g lad to do so if assured of community  
acceptance, they stated that it would not suffice to simply gu arrantee that they would not  
be attacked* ^hey would not seriously consider retu rning unless the responsible members  
of the community would treat them in favorable fashion. As one prominent  member of the  
former Japanese community of Salinas wrote: "The people fro m the Monterey Bay Area cannot  
look to that region as a possible place of relocation b ecause of the situation which pre�
vails there. In other regions at least the church groups h ave come out to advocate fair  
play even in the fad© of opposition; but such has not bee n the case in Watsonville, Salinas  
end Monterey* This is significant, as these were among the largest comm unities in Califor�
nia* It seems to me, then, that to the former residents of that a rea relocation means  
going to some other place* Persons conducting business in such towns would find it most  
difficult to go back* This is not only because of local antipathy, b ut economic and hous�
ing problems will be almost insoluable,®

The WRA representative in Salinas has mainly concentrated  on the problem of local pro�
tection, and has done little or nothing by way of trying to  influence public opinion* The  
local pastors confessed that it had not been advisable for them to engage in much activity  
of an educational nature from their pulpits, but they were prepared to sponsor a union com�
munity meeting where outside speakers would be given an op portunity .to present the issues  
at stake and undertake to give local people a more intelligent and just at titude toward  
the Japanese* The secretary of the local Chamber of Commerce is also willing to try to  
arrange a small meeting of business and agricultural l eaders of his community to talk  
over the whole question with several leading individuals f rom the outside who know the  
facts and who are in a position to speak intelligentl y on the Jap&nese-American question.

The writer is committed to accept these two invitations in case they are finally  
confirmed, but would like to be accompanied by one or two others, perferably laymen*
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II. WATSONVILLE

A very good meeting was arranged in Watsonville, with " both pastors and some lay�
men present* As the local WRA man had not met with these individu als, or with the  
church group, the writer invited him to attend and i ntroduced him to this group* It  
was decided to put the following items on the agenda fo r a meeting later this month*

1. Organisation of a local committee to Include representat ives of all interested  
churches and agencies as well as prominent citizens*

2. To hold a local mass meeting with a view to bringin g the fact? before the  
Christian community; in other words, it was felt that this would he lp to educate the  
section of the community from which most cooperation  could be expected*

3* Discuss the question of integration of returnees into chu rch and community  
—  .4. Organize a committee to look after inter-racial  problems,

5. To provide ministers and others in the community with the best factual  
material*

6. One church is considering the employment of a quali fied Nisei assistant to  
help with young people*s work, the feeling being tha t this would not only be good  
for the Watsonville people, but would also encourage returnees.

Interviews were also held with some of the prominent lead ers of the community  
who were outside the circle of church influence. The man who is s aid to he the  
leading real estate agent, with interests as f*r away as Mont erey, stated that  
while he had many Japanese friends he was advising them to  relocate elsewhere, for  
although they would doubtless not suffer physical violence, and  would be accorded  
the privileges provided by our laws such as schools and other p ublic institutions,  
their children would have to submit to a great deal of persecution and unfri endliness,

Mr* ‘H* K* Sakata, who was perhaps the most prominent member o f the p re-evacuatici  
community and one of the big agri cultural operators, has been in Watsonvil le for some  
weeks, and has had several unpleasant experiences. On one occa sion he was driven out  
of a groceiy store. On another he was attacked by a h alf-drunken man who wanted to  
know why Japan had attacked America and took offense whe n Sakata said that he did not  
know, but that he had members of his family in the America n army. A local packer re�
fused to discuss business with Mr* Sakata on any terms, M r. Sakata*s wife had some  
difficulty in securing a room in the hospital because o f initial opposition, but this  
was overcome because it turned out that Mr. Sakata was one of  the stockholders in the  
hospital. When his wife required blood transfusions, blood was giv en by the local  
Chinese pastor and a Salvation Army worker, both of whom we re severely criticized  
hy certain residents of Watsonville. One individual stated t hat he would no longer  
support the Salvation Army because of this act*

It was stated in Watsonvilie that there had been a dispositi on to refrain from  
discussing the Japanese return for fear that it would ca use local disunity. Mr,
Sakata* however, thinks that while it would be inadvisable for Jap anese to return in  
any number for several years, ultimately it will be possible for them  to return there  
and engage in agriculture and certain types of business. He seems to be advising his  
friends to postpone return.
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In both Salinas and Watsonville it was stated that there was no special need  
for Japanese labor, and local people did not seem to be conscious of any serious  
inter-racial problems* Thus it was felt that if the Japanese retu rned it might  
contribute to strife between the Filipinos and Japanese, thereb y creating a pro�
blem which was not then existent*

There seemed to be some disposition in both places to wel come the help of  
outside individuals who were thoroughly posted, and who were  prepared to discuss  
the question in a dispassionate manner. However, serious excepti on was taken to  
the fact that the young man who previously visited the cofflaunity aad interviewed  
various important personages was as a pacificist ¿mOTi tarq^eyed idealist
who was symbolic of the kind of people who befriend the Japanese.H

If after due consideration it seems best to further cultivate th ese communities  
in the Interest of the possible return of some Japanese, the fact shou ld be faced  
that after all the growers and shippers are united in the ir opposition, and that a  
great many people who in their own hearts might be cooper ative are fearful of taking  
a stand lest they put their own economic.position in j eopardy. One packer said he  
was perfectly willing to employ Japanese, but if he should d o so he would be boy�
cotted? and his other workers would leave. A study should therefore be made of the  
whole background of the agricultural Industry in the Selinas Valley, and the effort  
be made to find some way of bringing pressure to bear on the growers and packers.
In other words, the opposition would appear to be mainly eco nomic.

As intimated above, Monterey is mòre favorable than Salinas or Watsonville,  
and thus doubtless a larger number will return., at least initially, to  the Penin�
sula. In fact, public sentiment regarding the former fis hermen is quite favor�
able, ‘and if Coast Guard restrictions were lifted it is po ssible that some could  
return to fishing there. In the meantime, I was given to unders tand that several  
had been invited to become members of the crews of Itali an fishing boats* Monterey  
seems to/be the only community where the WRA represent ative has had something to do  

members of the community and with the organization of a local committee,

III. MONTEREY



, \T X OBSSKYATIOKS IN THE KINGS COUNTY * TUXAHB COUNTY AHKA

While in Kings County and Tulare County I had the privi lege of conferring not only  
with pastors of various denominations and church members, b ut also with a number of men  
and women of affairs, including county sheriff»* chiefs of police, bankers, faraers,  
businessmen, leaders in the Chambers of Commerce, and so on.

Judging from the statements of these leading members of the various communities, it  
would appear that public sentiment is very much divid ed in this arem^ with respect to  
the return of the Japanese, As the sheriff of Kings County stated,  newspapers like the  
Fresno »Bee11 are doing all they can to keep public sen timent Inflamed against the Japan�
ese by printing everything they can lay their hands on which is likely to discredit the  
evacuees and even disparage the services of Japan® se-Ameri c an soldiers. Great reliance  
is placed on many of the old bits of misinformation  which were being broadcast prior to  
evacuation; for example, the statement of Governor Warren, then Attorney General, that  
not one individual of Japanese descent had furnished the authorities with informatio n 
concerning Japanese who were capable or guilty of subversive activities; the idea that  
all Japanese are inscrutable and it is practically impossible to determine their loyalty  
by ordinary procedures; and even the notion that Japan is the on e nation which is clearly  
sub-human and therefore it is not to be expected that the J apanese should receive the  
same treatment as do those of German ancestry, and so forth.

The secretary of the Chamber of Commerce stated publicly that if it was true that  
the military authorities had reopened the Coast for th e return of loyal persons of  
Japanese descent, then why was it that the military authoriti es were apparently so dis�
inclined to issue statements which would tend to reassure public opinion regarding these  
individuals; and why was the War Department silent in the face of frequent suggestion s,  
both printed and verbal, that returning veterans from the. Paci fic Area would certainly  
attack returnees,and put them to death when the opportunity was afforded.

Again and again I was informed that public sentiment in m any places would take a  
favorable turn if some able Army spokesman would communiti es in question and
make statements calculated to allay the fears a t f S f e g e n e r a l  populace.  
With the War Department silent, the wildest stories arer b eing passed around; for example  
that the Bataan heroes now passing through Honolulu kil led nine persons of Japanese de�
scent, and would do the same thing in California. Thus the most human e thing, according  
to this story, would be to keep the Japanese in relocati on centers so that they would  
be protected from the returning veterans who would be b ound to take vengeance upon the  
Japanese militarists by slaying those of Japanese descent  in this country. Obviously,  
the Army authorities are the only ones who can put a stop to that  kind of thing, and  
should do so,v. as after all it is a serious reflection agai nst the moral integrity  
of Army men to charge that they would be so lacking i n discrimination as to kill inno�
cent persons of Japanese descent in this country beca use of the deeds of Japanese mili�
tarists In the Far last, S  <3

Owing to the shortage of skilled farm laborers - for exampl e tractor drivers and  
so on - In this area, the effort is being made to persuad e the farmers to accept the  
services of German prisoners of war. However, some of the leading farmers would pre�
fer to secure the services of qualified Japanese returnees whom they know and who  
have the skills which are needed# The fact of the matter is that some of the  farmers  
are quite reluctant to utilize German prisoner labor,  especially when it seems that  
they have to work in units of twenty men, with guards r ather insufficient in number.  
However, on the other hand, theye are many who might boycott  farmers who employ Japanese  
in this way,*
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?he fact of the matter is that the boycott seems to be the weapon  which the anti-  
Japanese interests are developing, farmers and packers and market men have already 
been Informed that If they employ Japanese or market Japanese fruit and vegetables  
they will be boycotted. Thus the boycott is not only direc ted at the Japanese, some  
of whom have already been refused service in stores, but also against the Caucasians  
who cooperate with them in any wgy. In the Salinas Talley area, for example, where  
law-enforcement officials discounted the possibility  of attacks on Japanese and gave  
assurance that they will be protected, at the same time stated t hat they will not be  
accepted by the community, and must expect to be treated with  cookiess and discourtesy,  
and In most cases will suffer from a partied boycott at least* As this kind of thing  
is directed against the supply of foodstuffs In wartime, it wo uld appear that the  
military authorities might give a word of caution in thi s connection also*

It was obvious that education in the facts is greatly needed, for many ar e com�
pletely misinformed concerning the Japanese, and assume t hat the authorities are per�
mitting individuals to return who are disloyal. In fact it seems  to be taken for  
granted by many that most persons of Japanese race have Japan ese citizenship and are  
loyal to Japan. Several prominent individuals charged t hat was greatly at fault  
because it publicized stories which were calculated to cause distrust of persons  
of Japanese descent, while at the same time refraining from  giving publicity to  
stories which were calculated to help people to discr iminate between the acts of  
the milltariest and those of our law-abiding Japanese in th e United States*

Judging from my observations in various areas, It would appe ar that the WRA is  
not doing much in the way of public relations or fosteri ng of a favorable public  
sentiment, and with only private agencies or individ uals working in this field, the  
impression is given that the Government agencies are dis creetly silent because there  
is little that can be said on behalf of the Japanese in the United States.

Arrangements were made to meet with church people an d some of the prominent  
leaders of Visalia at a later meeting, and with the lea ders of the Llsdsay community  
at a future date* At this stage there are few who desire to take any initiative 
on behalf of the Japanese returnees, and thus it would appear that further cultiva�
tion will be necessary*

One of the members of the Army Appeal Board which conducted hea rings at Posrton  
in questioning a Japanese from the Watsonville area sp oke as follows* "Will'yon tell  
me what good reason there is for permitting you to return to California when the Japs  
in the Philippines end elsewhere have been committing atroc ities againtt Americana ?"  
The Japanese, a minister by profession, gained the impression that the Army was quite  

antagonistic tows**» the return of evacuees»

When I was asked to appear before the State Senate Committee, one o f the Senators  
assarted that he knew for a fact the Military authorit ies did not want the Japs back  
on the Coast, but that their hand had been forced by WRA whi ch had the backing of the  
White House. Thus, in opposing the return and urging that e vacuees he kept in the  

centers for the duration of the War, they were reall y doing the cause of final victory  

a service. Another senator claimed that hearings up and dow n the State indicated that  

95% of the people of California were opposed to the return. T his same figure was used  

at Salinas«



Yakima and hfepgfeo -  Murray btebbins m s  with me on  all vails in  those  
cocsionitles unless otherwise noted* Ho can report on names* 1*1 1 note  
tbo individuals*

F t l lp lm fanaert hood of Filipino conimmlty, lives b etween Yakima  
a n m l S ^ t O e  Stebblns had already established a friend ly rel&tloa-  
ship with this man and m e  cordially welcomed as ’Mu rray*** He  
visited in the homo* X cseroiy pointed oat the anti -Filipino preju�
dice in the valley parlor to the war* the similarit y in prejudice  
to that expressed «.gainst Japanese, and that the p eople who were  
trying to use the Filipinos to join In action to pr event the return  
of the evacuees* were the same people who had led I n un-American  
and un-donocratic activities against the Filipinos*  Alee that Hr*  
Ccnsalea of Stockton., the director of the "Filipin o Community in  the  
Western States," had sought the support of the Chur ches and the Fair-  
Play Comit tcc In obtaining a square deal For Filipinos in America*  
This Filipino farmer understands the situation and w i n  do all that  
ho can to hold � ��� people in claeek*

�	��������� bapato* ���������� of ���� �����	� ��������of Caraasreet  
C&utioE, know ����� �����	��, had ¿one to ���		��� ���� ������ lie spent  
an hour ����� ���� ������� ���� ������	���� jpl ������ ������ ��������� »so

returning might bo helpful*

. Hcwaa* proprietor of Maputo hardware otpres has boon outspoken In ex— 
prwslng her concern ¿or 'evacuees from the time 	��evacuation*

Proprietor of .Newspaper« « amto: Greeted 5t obtain s *« "tiagf has not 
eeea ioocordial la his newspaper, but is beginning to switch his 
attitudes In keeping with what he senses is a change for more tolerance 
In the community*

The Kendo family« Ifooato*

Lawyer* Xaklaa* Head of local group or committee to  aid evacuees*

Ifes p-Qtww. rskim,  Ml tor Cjf two daily J^gg MgJIgj soon last fall*
I understand that after my visit he wrote &  Friendly editorial and his 
papers have been friendlier and support right of ev acuees to return*

The Yakima Council of Churches t Met with the minister» last fall* A 
good group with caasellont leadership, can be count ed on to aid in 
«very way, if helped to understand vv.t is needed* The; Secretary of 
the WCA is President of the Council of Churches*

in conversations with 
ship on behalf of ret* 
he can help, and I bol  
friendly people in •• &£

�		�� neighbors* ���� �		� not aesune ���� leadeiv 
usnees until convizK * *" * * *j but
������� � 	 	 �� ��� ������
��� !

•utonoblte dealer* n’amtos Outspoken in support of evacuees*

�� �	����� � Concerned as  
how to �	"� ���� timid*  
act th t evacuees are



®hite Hirer and Puyallup Valley« Problem ia finding  leadership to tie 
people together* Fournier looks like best bet to ca ll people together*

Fournier# Kent# publisher of newspaper# 0# K*

Sitter Sanford# Kent# President of Klwanls Club# Fi restone Tires and 
Texaco gasoline distributor# OnThc fence, inclined to topple on side 
of decency, but «dll not expose himself* Needs a fe w shots in the 
spine to stiffen his backbone*

¿# A*  Oll'yQF* teiamr g£  national Bank of Sashin t̂on# Kent# Is known 
to be friendly to evacuees*

Crosly# manager o£ other bank Kents is also friendl y, but along with 
Oliver would prefer not to assures any leadership* in behalf of evacuees*

J§* A*  udwinrieen# Kent# Superintendent of Schools# Will see that returning 
evacuee students are treated' fairly* Should be pri med now and then to 
re-enforce his courage with facts*

Rev* Moore* Kent# taiscopal rector: would join with others in support of 
fair play*

Bov* jSaftl Melbee* Nethodlst minister# Ksnti has been trying to  help 
create hotter attitudes and understanding* Ablest s inister in Kent- 
Auburn district*

Ivan Unbedacht# Kent* large farmer* Friendly toward s evacucos* Will Join 
with others in support of evacuees* Is substantial citizen, but cautious*

Charles L# Fisher# Seat# operates auction b a m * Thre atened to sue Pearl 
i ! S r  league fSt  si anSer if made 'ar̂  public remarks concerning
him* Is respected in the community, friendly toward  evacuees*

Smith* Kent# Smith Bros* Dairy* President of Pearl Harbor League*
I am inclined to believe he is uneasy and is beginn ing to find hia 
sponsorship of the League distasteful and unpopular  with decent people*
I have been told that he got excited when he though t an evacuee might 
overbid him on a piece of state property which he l eases from the State* 
Also it is suspected that he had political ambition s and sought popular 
support by attacking the Japanese# X assumed that h e was a law-abiding 
and loyal American, who probably was reacting emoti onally to a situation 
about which he was not fully informed* I spoke of t he forces interested 
in creating disunity and suggested that he be very careful that he was 
not being used as a front by some of these forces, and than went on to 
discuss our responsibility as patriotic Americans t o support the Con- 
stitution and the Arcy which had authorised the ret urn of the evacuees*
He accused to understand what X m s  talking about*

William jj* Leber# Kent# Power machinery* Active ag itator and leading 
figure in Pearl Harbor league* Neither reason no* l ogic would impress 
this man, so I decided to point out that with his n ame and German back�
ground, his motives were suspect and that he really  was on the spot* The 
fact that he had three or four sons of military age  deferred from military 
service was Interesting, particularly since so many  Nisei were fighting 
for his freedom and that ha should be very careful not to incite violence*



He raised the usual stupid questions which hardly r equired any 
answer« X a® inclined to bell ere that he may becom e more cautious 
and go underground as he realises that It isn’t sma rt for hi® to ex�
pose hisselr* In sqr opinion he is a thorough-going  Maul o r Fascist» 
with ambitions to be a gaulieter* He is a glib talk er and could be 
dangerous» He should be watched and worked on const antly» He is 
easily discredited» His patriotism should be challe nged openly» 
especially since the only Japanese families which h ave returned to 
Kent and Auburn have boys in the service» X asked i f he had been 
in the Army in the last war» but it seems that he was too valu able 
then» he had a wife and couldn’t leave her*

M a m

Bift Jjgv* j&neh*  Methodist Church has been transferred to facets® 
since my visit with him last fall ana two weeks ago« You kn ow about 
Arthur C* Ballard» Mrs* C* 1# Paterson» Albert Shaughnessy and Mrs* 
lytm  Brannen» who arc friendly* X didn’t see them*

Other nasoa given as or people who might be friendl y are John Bennett» 
President of the Auburn Bank$ Davis bitten» publish er Of the local 
paper* Mr* Taylor of the Taylor La Marr Mortuaiyj John Beirlein» men’s 
haberdasher a m  mmhm* of State Legislature! Mr* MeGlenn» dry goods 
merchant» President of Kiwanis Club» active Methodist lay leader! and 
Mr* Sponger» insurance man*

Unfriendly persons who might be called upon are a Mr* lestban» manager 
of refrigerator and cold storage plant on Bast  Main and K S treets;
FTank Palmer» ice cream manufacturer» who was a ten ant in the Bikeda’s 
home and resent® their return; and» of course» Dr# Sutherland*

Sumner

r« Marta&dukje Dodsmorth» pastor of Methodist Church and former mXssieraary 
in the Far East* Timid» fearful of the anti-bias of  some of the 
members of his church* Will not stick his neck out until assured it is 
safe to do so*

Howard Schrengohst« insurance mans has removed all anti-Jap signs as they 
were placed in his window* Has ©any evacuee friend® » but is timid* 
likes to believe that he is a working Christian» bu t will do nothing 
openly to help evacuees re-establish themselves*

Croydon (ftjgfcy) Garrett» newspaper publisher and real estate dealer* 
focal» intolerant» trracoible, cocky little Mantas» who makes up in 
noise for his lack of physical stature* Anti most e verything* Has a 
good time being ^against»* He is ?6 years old» unfo rtunately apparently 
in good health» who will continue for his remaining  years to be wagin8 
Japs» Megros, Mexicans and Filipinos# Admits he is illogical and i n�
tolerant and enjoys being so# When he spoke for the  Lord» X checked 
him and he admitted that he couldn’t* He thought» t hough» that God had 
made a mistake in creating other than the white rac e* When X raised a 
question about his kind of Americanism» he admitted  that maybe he wasn’t 
a good American» that he was going to continue to a gitate to keep out 
the Jap»» that he wouldn’t sell land to Filipinos a nd etc* Although



people around Sumner make excuses for H Mlf ty* and kind of laugh him 
off when spooking of 1$% they fear his sharp, vitri olic tongue and 
are afraid to tangle with him« The only way X know of that m  can 
dual with this littls rooster is to laugh at him in  public and rldi— 
aula his intolerance and the dangers he seeks to cr eate« X domft 
believe that lie can stand being laughed at or ridi culed* Fighting him 
with facts is foolish or picking on him personally would not be as 
effective as making fun of him« He la dangerous onl y as wo treat him 
seriously«

I have not seen these others - X understand that th ey are friendlyt 
Bos Qoslin, operator of gas station opposite Post Offic ej S* P* Andrews, 
editor of Sumner  Mews Xndeatj and Floyd Snyder, manager of Power & 
light Co«

PtgaUttg

j£sv* Harry Coats« Methodist minister« Talks friendly* We didn*t 
have enough time with liim to form an opinion about  his performance*

.Bey* George Dunlop* Presbyterian sinister« Is ���� strongest ����most 
courageous of all ���� people we called upon* His position is known in 
���� community, ��� is ����	�� respected, � � � a masher of the Kiw&nie Club, 
���� � � � not labelled ��� �� ������	�or crack-pot* If a committee was ���
be organised ��� ���	�� ����� choice for chairman, because ��� appears to 
have qualities of 	��������!� �������	��  �� safe«

Harold Shaw. fi Mii sMg M  a m r *  1« aw&r® ®£ issues involved in
anti-evacuee 'agitation,, feels he cannot publicly taka a stand in behalf 
of their rights as he has only owned the paper for three years and is 
getting' established* 'ties a.former Hearst reporte r and hates all that 
He&rst stands for, but is fearful of economic press ures# He is not 
sure of his position«

udson Case, 	�����"� #���#����� � �$$��� 	��� �$� returnees, � �		 � go ����� the 
%��&� ' % � � � % � % � � but ��� ����($�����	� ��#��)��������&

1 Tacoma

X mot with a sub-eow&ttee on minority peoples* prob lems of the Tacoma 
Cominity end Chest Council« The chairman is Bev* Lo yal Vickers, Secre�
tary of the f m o m  Council of Churches« Tide is a new eosssittee Just  
getting under way* Travelers Aid, Family Service So ciety, T$CA and 
other cc Msunliy organissations are represented on. the commi ttee* They 
are concerned with problems of returning evacuees« Mr* Vickers and I 
called upon the Secretary of the Chamber of Commerc e, who seems to be 
0«K* and talks a good Constitution* He said that no  one had approached 
him and inquired, ^Hhat do we do about the daps?11 He will appoint a 
representative of the Chamber to sit with the Commi ttee* We had lunch 
with Chief of Police Boss and Commissioner of Publi c Safety Langseth* 
Boss will sit with the consaittee« Ralph Chaplain, who until a week or 
so ago edited a labor paper, met with m  and will sit in* Roderick 
Olsendaa, an editor of the Headers* Digest, former public relations and



personnel director of Leyerhauser Lwber  interest« will join the 
comittfNs If invited# J. Cliff Haley of the Broun &  Kalay Candy C©*,
•who employs a Hieei la his plant, will sit in with  the cocraittee*
The key people in the local committee at preset are  Vickers, Mis«
Bennett ©f the X1CA, Mrs# Dietrich, Secretary of the Cosnsunity Council, 
and Dr* Harold B* Long, Presbyterian Bdnittor* I be lieve thi« committee, 
as they learn ©ore about the problem, particularly If you would meet with 
the® to give guidance, will be really helpful# Dela no, I understand, 
ha» been invited to sit with the Committee as a mem ber but has not been 
able to attend the last two meetings# X think it is  v©iy important 
that he should attend all of their meeting« so that  the comities be* 
comes acquainted with him* My suggestion is that he invite you to at�
tend the next few meetings with him# Tour presence will do much to 
stimulate action and also help Delano to gain more confidence# I 
made suggestions about including labor and certain business men to 
membership in the committee idiom we did not have t ime to visit# 
hard £*stey, ■  Vice President of the national Bank of ̂ ashingtonj Bono 
Gotland, President of Puget Sound Bankj E# H# Eisen hower, lawyer, 
brother of General Ike and Mil ton Eisenhower, and representatives of 
the School Board, etc#

$©frbeck. »¿ash*

Conference of the Washington Council of Churches - about �*� church 
leaders in attendance* I addressed the group and se em to have aroused 
some active interest* Also mot with the race relati ons committee of the 
Council* The people at the conference took away a l ot of literature re 
evacuees* One result of my attendance at the confer ence has been 
several invitations to speak at Churches and meetin gs*

X have agreed to speak at the Longview Cowsaity Chu rch Sunday, July 15*

X will suggest to  Mi ss Gertrude Apel of the Washington Council of Churc hes 
that «he refer requests for speaker« to you#

George £• Ihsxtaulst
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MEMORANDUM TO: M r* E.J.H# Spicer | !

From; Katharine Luomala �� ���� � T^'l ) í ' J ' f r

Subject; .pPLGRATORY STUDY OF GAÏJFOHNXâ, ATTITUDES  ABOUT ÎHÉ RETURN OF 
..■ . ■ ■■•• ■ '.THE. J ACHESE

Il 4tf«tà ‘‘iÊ̂Ê̂ŜWÊéÿ  v . Ìa-I ri'Tly ..*•  .w' 1 ¿ùŴTzÊL M'M-. ISWffiiIwftjll' 8Ê* w! ̂SÉSfKíflSlSŜ ]|pá̂^̂gpgpíp̂p̂ I • i¡| g • |í?|«|> gH T ¿ - / '$ft$ÍÍ!• < V' /■ > I/ . i H#Sfc,f00§:+$

: : ■ , I*:- í . Purpose ■ of the Study -.

¡ To learn something-about West Coast attitudes and  problems 
connected "with the return of the Japanese in the .period imme�
diately following the rescinding of the exclusion ban, two 

*jf Community Analysts, ..who,had previous experience in sampling
' public opinion, were-assigned to do intensive int erviewing in 
, selected communities in Washington, Oregon, and C alifornia.

One Analyst was in California from December 5, 1944 , to Febru- 
are 13, 1945* ■ The other was in Washington and Ore gon frotó 

t Jj&g C§| around -̂ January 10 to March 15*

fII, ^California Localities Studied

This summary report deals only with California and primarily wit h 
the San Joaquin and Sacramento Valleys (Central Val ley), Of the 

S  ten counties comprising Sacramento.Valley, interviews were taken | 
in  Sacramento, Sutter, Yolo,' and Yuba Counties. Of the eight San 

v J oaquin Valley counties, the following - six were surveyed;  San 
Joaquin,. Stanislaus, Merced, Fresno, Tulare, and Kern* Also 

' obtained were reports ; bn some .other Central Va lley counties.and 
references to other parts of California. Thé Centra l Valley a . 
counties surveyed were selected because they were p re-evacuation 

. population centers of the’Japanese*

Because San Francisco was used as headquarters, the interviewer 
J !a iso' informallyacquired• attitud inal data, in th e  Bay 'Area.,; ■ Southern 

Califo rn ia, which with the Bay Area and bhe Central Valley consti)  " 
tube thethree major pre)evacuationcenters of the J apanese, was ■

. not Visited.

As the resu lt of time and travel lim itations, thè interviewer 
usually worked,in  the county seat even though' i t  d id  not. always 

itfljflWp  Coincide with the J apanese population center of  the county.
Ì ft ' .Central Valley towns officially surveyed we re; Sacraménto“,Ijj Mftfcdbgjj 

Woodland, Yuba City, Marysville) Stockton, Modesto, - Merced, Fresno,

¿ III* ■ El SeleC tioh of Respondents

i Since & cross-section of the population .cannot be obtaine d in a. 
H tok ¡$  scouting, study,¡ the interviewer tried to select respondents who

VJ because of having many feelers in the community were in a position
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■ Questionnaire
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&M&EX OF- MAJOS FXI’DISEGB.

The return of jhe Japanese is but one of California Ts many wartime problems.

The population has increased in precisely those are as where Japanese 
concentrated before evacuation and where it is expe cted they will 
return. Towns have mushroomed and big-city problems  have been 
dumped;, into the laps of small town people. Not al l the great emo�
tion evoked by rescission v/as due to anti-Japanese  feeling. Some 
of it resulted from blowing off steam over getting one more unsolved 

problem. \ - ,

Trouble was expected only from an irresponsible min ority.

Though the majority of people are unfavorable to re scission, they 
ae-j-á respondents expected illegal resistance, mos tly terrorism, 
from only a few people drawn from such categories a s drunks, crack�
pots, relatives of Bataan heroes, evicted tenants, Filipinos, hood- 
E nr,is of any race, high school students inflamed b y parents, and 4-F ’s

Organized opposition groups seem rare in the Centra l,Valley.

Yolo, Colusa, and Solano Counties have been organiz ed by /tssembly- : 
man Lloyd Lowrey {author of lowrey, net to get evac uee farm ecpiipr 
meat?) . Other counties do not seem to have publicly known  groups 
specifically organized against evacuees.

Ine interviev/er found it unjust to categorize any known namable 
group of people or town as anti-Japanese. Friendly people among 
the Filipinos, American Legion, Veterans of Foreign  Wars, and 
Vi sal ians: asked the interviev/er for help in rea ching negative 
'■ fellow’members’ (their recommendations were pass ed on to Pat Frayne).
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4. Attempts to organize economic boycotts have fall en flat except in small, 

isolated communities.

Conservative business leaders have pointed out to h otheads that 
only a 100% boycott is effective, that in areas nea r a metropoli�
tan shopping district or with many towns it is impo ssible to 
boycott without spiting oneself. Winters (Yolo Coun ty) which 
signed up to a 100% boycott is snail and isolated; individuals 
were high-pressured to sign.

Opponents, outside the crackpot minority described above,, have 
had legal advice as to how far they can go in fight ing the return! 
without running afoul of the law.

5. Attitudes of individual friends and opponents ar e in a rapid state of 
change, the general direction being toward meeting on a common middle 

ground.

a. At first, friendly people rejoiced over rescissi on as a 
victory, while conservative, negative people in the  public eye 
modified their opposition like good losers to fall into step 
behind Governor Earl Warren, ¡Superintendent of Sch ools Dexter, 
President Sproul, and Dean Beatsen, whose words outweighed those 
of the Array and national figures in their influenc e on California 
attitudes.

b. Later, as practical problems like housing, respo nsibility 
for protection, and giving advice to evacuees began  to loom up, 
the line between friends and opponents blurred even  more* They 
began to meet on a middle ground and say,

^Evacuation was a mistake, but since it happened an d people 
are in the camps, maybe it would be best for them n ot to 
come back just yet, maybe not for a couple of month s or 
until after the war** >

Concern for evacuees became the new angle. Opponent s quickly 
seized and worked it. Evacuee scouts and letters de scribing 
their resistance to resettlement further confused f riends who 
already were feeling sunk at finding the Yamamotos a house and 
worried about bad reception. They bagan to take the  opposition 
line and to criticize WRA heartlessness.

The outlines of a pressure bloc to keep IRA and the  centers in 
existence indefinitely and to demand that IRA assum e more and 
more responsibility for resettlement gradually took  shape. Each 
week of interviewing saw the outlines get a little sharper.

Former opponents, now disguised as humanitarian fri ends of the 
evacuees, had another angle, which troubled old-tim e friends 
also echoed. Some people want to forget the anti-Ja panese 
hysteria in California before evacuation, and. sinc e the Army
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has said evacuation iras necessary for military rea sons, 
these people use this statement’to'hold the nationa l govern�
ment responsible for all California resettlement pr oblems » 
nYou are responsible for their not having homes now , for 
their having to go on relief, etc*, so you build th em houses 
and foot the relief bill*” :

At the time of rescission, scarcely a respondent, h owever jg 
Intimately associated with the process of evacuatio n, appre�
ciated the f inancial losses of the evacuees or ¡th at center 
life might have changed them* they thought: of thef  evacueeŝ  |t 
returning slightly embittered {ubut not as much as IE would 
have been after the same experience.H) to the ident ical place 
in the community they had left* Devoted friends hea rd from 
scouts how old and disabled the Watanabes had becom e in the ±$0,

\ center, ”How could they start the nursery over aga in? . How 
’ can anyone think of the Watanabes on relief? Why the, younger 

daughter can’t even explain the word to.them becaus e she 
doesn’t know enough Japanese and they don’t want to  under�
stand either. : How can WEA force, them to leave? T he Government 
did this to the Watanabes, so why doesn’t it keep a  center 
open for an old people’s- home?”

6* The amount of evacuee communication with Califor nia is enormous.

Nearly every respondent had been consulted by scout s or letters 
or by Caucasian me n d s  of evacuees about the best co urse of 
action. Every respondent mentioned other people sim ilarily 
consulted.

Some evacuees have been writing back ever since the y left 
whether they received an answer or not. Their lette rs have 
been carefully read. The interviewer was impressed by the 
effectiveness of these letters in creating awarenes s of another 
point of view, if not actual sympathy, among conser vative and 
discreet townspeople who now put in a calming word of good 
sense with hometown hotheads. As stated above some hometowners 
adopt the evacuee point of view presented in these letters.
It probably enters into their advice to other evacu ee consultants.

7 • Every county visited has a number of people of good will; in every
county visited except Tuiare County they are either  formally organized 
under a name to help evacuees or they work so close ly together that 
only an organizational name is lacking. This contra sts with the rarity 
of publicly known opposition organizations in the C entral Valley. Of 
course, some opponents work through organizations a lready established 
for other purposes, but so do the friends. The lett er, however, have 
in addition special organizations to aid evacuees.
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How well organized and determined people of good will are  

can be judged from their having got together at the Inter �
racial Conference in San Francisco in January to work o ut  
plans to aid returning evacuees. (The interviewer believes  
that in a year of many great victories and important confer�

ences» this was one of the outstanding in its implications  
for the future of the United States and the least appreciated.)

Besides the organized people of good will* every comm unity  
has people who object to being organized. Usually they are  
conservative, politically shrewd, and influential town lead ers  
who hold a wet finger up to the wind before they make a move.  
Until the wind is right, they work behind the scenes and get  
people who are just to the left or right out of difficulties  

their enthusiasm has got them into. They avoid being li nked  
with some of the evacuee-supporting organizations in the ir  
hörnetown because many were originally set up, and are often  
chairmanned, by the “town radical11. They work for compromise,  
stabilization, and prevention of any change in the status quo  
until it can be done without risk. They have great pride in  
their personal prestige, exclusiveness, and influence. If  

they do organize, it is an informal coterie of persons like  
themselves, they might agree to call themselves the *Gk>ver nor,s  
Committee1* or the *Mayor*s Committee*11 They believe wthe  
less said the better* about evacuee return and say, “Let  
these things (any race problem) work themselves out; don*t  
stir them up, the police can handle it or 1*11 just speak to  
the person leading the troublemaking.*

The organized friends start an argument at the flicker o f  
an eyelash and believe “the more publicity the better*;  some  

have taken plenty of beating in the last three years; a f ew 
can,t take any more through risks to their job, social posi�
tion, or spirits and drop out of the fray. On the other hand,  
an occasional conservative reaches the boiling point and jumps  

into the fight with both hands.

8. The tide had not yet turned in California in February s o that all the  

friends of evacuees could speak out.

Many people therefore want the WEA (or the Army or the  
* government w) to take a more forceful stand for the evacuees  

so that their California friends can feel secure enoug h to  
employ them or speak up in their defense.

Of incalculable importance though often forgotten i s civic  
pride or hometown loyalty and how strong community pr essures  
are on the individual. Just asking hometowners to tell you  
how they see the return of the Japanese in terms of their
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community and its problems creates rapport* Negatively

used« civic pride leads to suppression of differences  and  
the fear of people through danger of job less or social  
ostracism to speak up for evacuee friends* Positively used,  
civic pride is an unforgettable demonstration of Dem ocracy  
at work in what Washington likes to call the "grass roots'1  
of America* Marysville had a burst of it when the Pr esident  

of the Chamber of Commerce got mad at being misquoted all  
over the United States as anti-Japanese and started  in to  
clean up the firebrands, declaring that Vigilant ism was  
Hitlerism (and would give Marysville a bad name) and that  

if Constitutional rights were denied the evacuees, one group  
after another would l0se their rights as in Germany* One  
is frequently struck how much the battle is between l ong  
existent factions in the community. This is one more problem  
on which to take sides*

The argument of Constitutional rights is perhaps the most  
/  effective argument of all from a public relations point of

view* People who "just don't like the Japs" or never knew  
any are fighting for these rights, while cautious friends of  
evacuees can fight for them indirectly by concentrating  on  

the Constitution* There are people who say, "Change the  
Constitution; it was written before the Japs came here," or  
"For the last 12 years no one in the U* S* has had Constitu�

tional rights," but these people are a minority, though strong

9, Counties differ as to how near they are to the turn of the tide*

Tulare County seems the farthest away because the forces of  
resistance are in the saddle and the goodwill people have  not  
even begun to work together* The latter say, "The time isn't  
ripe." It took far less lawlessness in other counties than  
has already occurred in Tulare to anger conservative cit izens  
to fight back for American principles, regardless of thei r  
feeling about Japanese. Bach county has its own boiling  

point which it seems to have to reach before people start  
saying generally* "Well, I don't want to see them back either,  
but things are going too far around here to my taste."

10. The energy of the goodwill groups who have faithful ly worked ever
sTnce' e vScuat 1 Oh H&e ndt " W n  fully uTTITzed by WHAT ~

Thfe opportunity presented at the Interracial Conference

was not fully utilized. WHA could work itself out of exist�
ence sooner and, negatively, prevent the rising demand for  

WHA to extend its existence and assume more responsib ilities  
by giving these groups some dynamic encouragement, explain ing  
WRA'8 present policy to them, and telling concretely how to  
pass on to evacuees helpful advice, offers of jobs and housing  

etc* Just to say "Let WHA know" as was done at the conference  
when over and over at different times ffiends asked, "What  
should I do if— " is unsatisfactory and frustrating.
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A1 ready some of this goodwill energy has been dissipated in  

a negative direction. It is like after Pearl Harbor when  
America was ready t o do anything to help but the government  
was not quick enough to capitalize on this energy with sugges �
tions for things that really would help. Leadership is needed,  
and many respondents definitely feel that WEA should suppl y it.

These goodwill groups can prevent new Little Tokyos ( ,,Japtown,,  
is the current term) and Little Tokyo orientation. Their  

eagerness to smooth the path of evacuees is a force to ac hieve  
better integration in the community than before evacuation.  

Evacuees would do well to accept invitations for community  
participation extended by friendly persons.

It would hasten the center-closing program as well,as do the  
United States a great service to guide these goodwill groups

in their efforts to re-integrate evacuees. A  job too short�
sightedly done now may mean that the job may need to be done

again in later years. WEA may feel that other minority groups  
are not its concern, but they are to people in California

communities» To some of these people a good job on the  
evacuees is a step forward to help solve other problems. Many  
Californians talk about how what they do now will affect what

goes on at the peace table. The San francisco News ha ,s aireaflr  
tied in the evacuee return with the Sah Francisco Worl d Security

Conference.

11. The Central Valley people, friends or opponents, seem to r ead every  

word the McClatchy paper in their area prints about the ev acuees.

They weigh the amount of space given to pro or con views to

determine the direction of the tide. They count the number  
of pro and con letters sent to the editor and write ans wering  

letters. The McClatchy papers, certainly receive letters  from  
a pretty good cross-section of the people; how represent ative  

their selection for publication is, I do not know. The  Sacra�
mento Bee, the Modesto Bee, and the Fresno Bee are acknowledg ed  
to be accurate in what they print in their news stories about  
the question, which make friendly people all the more determined  
to try to change its editorial policy and fhat of adverse letter  

writers.

The Stockton fiecord, a daily, prints few letters but tends to

take a cautious but rather unfriendly tone in editorial commen t—  
the interviewer met an individual who helps determine policy

and selects the letters. The Bakersfield Californian, a daily ,  
has a columnist who writes about solWUfers of all races; he i s

highly respected by both goodwill groups. The L. A. Examine r  
takes the place of the McClatchy papers in anti-evacuee edi tor�

ial policy.
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12. Old familiar facts still need to be repeated over and over.

Friends who hare spearheaded the campaign for evacue e return  

would often say apologetically and hesitantly near the end  
of an interview, "There’s something that’s always bothered  
me. Did Japanese really signal from the hills to the sub�
marine at Santa Barbara? Did they get in the middle of the  
road so officers couldn’t get to Pearl Harbor? What about  
the local man with maps of all the county power stations who m 

the FBI picked up?"

13. Some people on the middle ground distinguish sharply between the  
oTETpeople (issei) and the young folks.

They say it is all right for the young people to come back,  

but the aliens, never. The publicity about Nisei soldiers  
has borne fruit, but perhaps even more important in California  
is that people got to know Nisei as individuals through their

♦  participation in the Rotary, Merchant’s Association, Scouts,
4-H, and other community activities outside the Little Tokyos.

The interviewer would ask, * Would you break up a family?
These old people you don’t want back are the parents of these  

V  young people." There is a last ditch resistance in accept ing
Japanese which will not permit the person to “know" that  

this relationship exists. A  troubled Issei scout who had  
already learned of the distinction being drawn asked the  
interviewer, “Don’t they know we raised these soldiers, sent  
them to school, taught them to be good citizens of the United  
States. Don’t they know we are their parents?"

The interviewer believes it is time to begin bringin g an  
elementary biological fact home to these people, perhaps  

through the medium of mentioning the parents and a little  
about them in descriptions of Nisei soldier accomplishm ents.

V  Also, more stress should be placed on the fact that Nisei do  
feel they have more of a stake in the war than many Caucasians.  
Some people still say, “Anyone would fight back at the point  
of the enemy’s bayonet. It’s human nature."

14. The term “Nisei” is a headline word that a few intere sted people  

may recognize in reading, but do not use in conversation.

Some interested people have never noticed it. However, m any  

friendly people want a word for the young people. They would  
fumble through an interview and finally say, “I don ’t know  
what to call them; I don’t like to call these kids Japanese."

One man said he had many times advised the young people to  
drop the use of the term Japanese and to refer to themselves  
as Americans of Japanese descent. When the interviewer sugges ted  
the term "Nisei” as having no emotional connotations, t he 

respondent thought its use would be a good idea.



California is near enough to Hawaii to feel the effect of  
Hawaii ’s use of the term AJA or in less symbolic form,  

Americans of Japanese Ancestry. Hawaiian newspapers do not  

use the term Nisei and it is rarely used in ordinary conver�

sation.

If a publicity campaign were developed for the parents o f  
Nisei, the terms Issei and Nisei might be popularized through  
using the words in association*
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TI mi trailer bouse* -lali," cramped and olose and much smal ler are, neverthe**  
newer, eleancr wad hair* built-in tiny cupboard* «ad the'sma ll folding table with  

two folding chairs to each* Mowerer, they are not connectt-d up wi th water sad là
neither the barracka>#br the trailer* can hotplate* be used* wi stfully the older folks  
»poke of their longing to be able to make e cup of tee be tween steals or a hot ^ , :  
at bedtlma or to heat something one# la ��while for e elek or ailing person*

in one  overcrowded but spotlessly clean traliar home we found e sian dar  
young mother with a patient' «mila. but tlrad aye* who kept saying that: If' she Only had m 
a hotplate * e could easily fe#d her brood of fire end their father  much bet ter food  
on less then #6*00 per day which they ara now spending at the «nea t hall* The average  

they tell us , 1 c about §1*00 per d*y for adults*»* ha}.f price for tiny tote* This-  
little family occupies two traiiere for which they mus t p^r f * month rentf plus
a,,.|8*00 security deposit on each*

Tu^fi S* w# were-, preparing "to leave ve heard s : ruaor to- the effect that a tone 
eiderly: widow of dt had died the day before without -medicai' attention*, Immediately we - 
proceeded to the project office to check this story * The project manager told u* that 
$ krs* 'lakahaehl who had lived in &£e barracks roo m, with .three' other elderly widow# 
bad passed away the coming before• iltaa had been u nder the weather-for.some timi and 
her three old lady friend# wished to call in a doct or from Ioni ta but ah* had Objected* 
Pin ally § however | a*, her condition rapidly grew  worse one of them went to the project 
manager end asked that a doctor be called* Unable t o come IjBaeOlately, the doctor 
sent out a nuraa who was there in 20 minutes t but tórs* Takahashi .had died before she ^  
arrived m h o t

went to the barracks room and .talked with one of the old lad ies who told  
ua essentially the seme story adding that 8ra* takahaeki had steadfuatly insisted that  
no doctor could help her because she-Waa suffering from a long  time bladder condition  
and knew how to take care of herself sad was sure it would *pas s off in « few day#*”  
Apparently sha caught cold end complications set in*

lc this ease we found no evidence Of neglige tics on the part of the oarctp  
director **•* there could be no that the cold floors, her feeble effo rts
to prepare properly the special diet^in h*?r case on the li ttle oil heater, »ad the  
general lack of comfort, did not help her toward recovery »

Had there been a resident nurse on the project Or e ven e visiting physician 
coating 1$ occasionally, the seriousness'of her lil nses st#ht have been detected earlier 
sad she might have had a fighting eh caca to live* After all, eh# was only 67* *\
husband' passed away . October, ISth In tftw reloca t ion center just- before they were to : 
leave for lo* Angeles’and she was ell alone*

At MSe&uado we found' mostly elderly,unattached men; and women, most �'�whom 
are ill, crippled, blind or bedfbast* -ftm stood by one cot where  ley 06 year old ¿ r s«
B l n d o W Ì M h a d j w * t  been brought in from tie to* Angele # Dui on Station where &h<* hadS  
arrived all;' alone and unattended from lk>hwer;-Center with no other: Japanese on the train*  
,:-!he lay there sleeping- the sleep of complete exhaustion* T jiis wa* Wednesday ���� she  
we* bound for her home in Marnali on a ©hip supposed to be l eaving over the week end.
£o luggage check# could be'found-'in her puree mné 'she had no change of clothing or'night 
clothes* Since she neither spoke nor understood Xnglish, we wondered how she Wade her 
mi ahem known ,@n.the train, or if ©he simply lay In her berth .unfed and. umeared for on 
that long train trip* L.¿si

Mrra It this same room a few days before we had stood beside tae cot  Of a man of §f 
about 68 who was suffering from cancer of the stomach* In the Cente r he had bean oared  
for-in a hospital, but with $0# closing of tua Center he had been re*»evsounted to a
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barrack room at entì with no one to coro for him to t ri$  tiny »If# »ho hart boon
urväer the doctor1« care for e nervous condition« S he woe endeavoring to keep him com�
fortable and «inno epeeIal food wae not prepared la  the see# hall for anyone« she was 
trying to buy the kind of iOod bo ought to hot# and  proper lag it on a little oil beater 
beeid« the cot* They had been la ¿4 ¿efundo for «ov erol day« »hen we fir«t «a» him» but 
today »« learned that he bad just beasi removed to a hospital*

In the «öjoining room «e found four cot beds» mo ch airs at all» and four old 
man all needing nureine cara fìd£> attention in ooe  way or another* One old fallo» had hla 
left lag off #t the hip— the result of an accident » hila working on the railroad hera la 
California* Another was almost helpla«« from senili ty and lay quietly on his sot all 
tbs time* THa t ilyd one had absolutely no control of any bodily function« and could 
only mova about as two persons hold him up end ha s huffled his feet aloni In short» 
jerky motions*

On the cot neat to htm» with not mors than two or t hroe feet of space In be�
tween » sat a sweat-faced^blua eyed,snowy-haired m m of 84 »ho managed to keep himself 
neat and alaan* 'M*  la the eon of a Japanese father .and' a tweed isti  mother* | Es »aa 
born la £*» York Oily and never lived in Japan» and la a “veteran of the Spanieh-iiserlean 
War* With no chaira (*t that time) ho».Lika the oth ers» must either lie down on his 
cot all day or just sit on the edge with no support  for his tired old back* i oraeouc 
brings him his food* He has no clothing at all othe r then the thin bins cotton pajama 
suit which he had on and whits cloth bedroom slippe rs» He was evacuated fross 8«»tells 
Veterans* Homs and 1* hoping to be returned there s oon*

In another long barrabks htililag wa found twenty s eme cots on which sat or 
lay aldsrly man who sack pay #10*00 par month for a  cot and an Initial security deposit 
of #5*00» This single long ono-rcKxs barracks bring s ���7DEFF=FF�or more rent» plus 
1100*00 in deposit» »hl eh will be returned unless an Army blanket is lost or ruined in 
soma. Way or � � � ������ harm corn## to one of the cote or'mattresses* �	���

All aldae In another tiny room s middle-aged blind man act hour after hour 
oh the edge of his cot before the open door» his si ghtless eyes lifted toward the sky» 
hie heads quietly ¿»folded � � �hi# .lap* ' ����� �� *

The camp proper is divided by a payed thorofare which each old person» no  
matter 'how slow» how-bent .or helpless« and each child must cross wee* three.times a  
day if he sets at the utsss hall* At the time of our visit there had not yet been put  
up- any .stop or slo»-up signs to protect the® fro the speeding ear# and trucks« which  
turn off; here; to avoid the heavy' traffic of-.the main highway running b eeid# the cusp*  
jJÉpJ mass hall itself » a former road aide 'Ina » le much rsor e cheerful than those in timi  
other

jföBHflNf In a stucco boa's# aserby with toilet and bath facilities we found mam of'  
our most helpless old people, up In ema4»*w4frw years or bed ridden* One couple In their  
'eighties who had first eo e to ¿omita lied bean transferred over -here - the »if# .is  
totally blind» completely helpless» and with no control of her bodily functions* She  
must be cered for her .husband just like a baby* ■ .'.. ■ ■ ■ ■  ■ ̂v :' y  ' ' ■■ ' ■ /.. y  '

in another room we found Mrs* Fuji! » a vary bad arthritis esse whom »# had  
also met in tornita and who must be cared for constantly by her husband» although she  
.moves around ,a bit On crutchea* \ Y; V yy  '. ■' ■■■'■ ì \y

ISfpiA^É^ lo’-tha larger living. M m  we found a number of cots» on« occupied by an  
elderly wait«.haired motilar vhOBe/ffmba soend paralysed* S he was injured, in a fall  
+�� Bowber Center mod- doce not walk at all* '.he and her husb and besucht »waw" » daughter  
sud. son-in-law » with three grand—#hi 1 dran » ate expec ting to sail for Hawaii on the boat
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Everyone from the man on the street to the academic ian ,��

aware of the problems that have arisen to confront the American  

peoples with the evacuation, segregation and reloca tion of the  

Japanese people living in this country at the outbr eak at  the  

present war. tone, not all know, or wish to know th e factors ■  

the case, but all bear opinons which ore reflected into m d  form •  

the public reaction upon the eventual return of the  Japanese  

oltisenry to their former places of living and work ing, and the  

manner with which the returning people will be rece ived. The  

number of problems in this field are tremendous but  for the pur�

pose of this piper the scope is narrowed down to th e question,  

vdmt are the arguments which are prosented against the return  

of the foreign and natural bora Japanese into Calif ornia, and  

what are the basic reasons behind them?

Before developing the thesis it is necessary to rev iew  

generally certain historical factors. As an imlgran t group the  

Japanese were rather late in  coming to the United States, fhe  

major portion arrived in this country between the y ears 1900 to  

1910, and war© for the most part, single men* Conse quently, they  

were married rather late in life and only after suf ficient numbers  

of Japanese women had been allowed- into the countr y. It was not  

•until 1920 that the second generation or ITisei be gan to appeal  

within the group. At present, the average age of th e Issei group
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would b© arouná (f ìfty~four)years while th© averna © ag© of th©  

Bissi would b© i m t ó  four# iBiia la te^r t&nt

f  or It ©b0i9© that tii© group from wliioh thè poten ti©! leaders are  

expeoted to ria© ìs stili tee immature to gain tb© complete con-  

fidano© of their o h  rao ini group or that of thè whit© iter Ioana»  

$he mnobor of ¿Tapónese in this country in th© pre* *P®arl  

Barbón period r a m M  to 126,947 people, 112,353 livln g in th©  

thre© west ooast state© • Àooording to th# WHì&h f J J W f  GF fflS  

f t W I M I  OTAOTATIOi! FBOM «EOE » 1  OOAST, 1942* prepar ad by th©  

Western Bofenas Oommand , thè nunber of ¿Tapanes© i n Sa l i t em i© .  

at thè t i m  of Pearl Horbor was approxlmately 93 #50 0, of whioh  

54,600 fiere living along ”a strip of ooast line va rying from  

eight mileS in thè north to twwntgr miles in width in and around  

thè San Francisco bay ©rea, InoXuding San Francisco , in los  

Angeles and ita ferirono* ani in San M e g o . ” ** Xb c an be seca  

that as a rao ini gron$ thè Xapanose did not aproad  out but tended  

to olirne together. Tìiià  geographic ©hamste r  isti® io earried  

orar .iato th® oeonpational fielif 43$ m  gainfully ©mployed  

in agrioultare, especially thè production fo fresh vegetables  

and fruita far thè ©rima market©f and in thè Wholes ale and  

retali trai© disbributimg thè native grami produce*

In order to draw thè background moro fully a i«w t o t  

| at©s need b# rehearsed* Pe|§il Barbar m a  attaeked o n Decomber

1* Final Report of thè Xapaaee© Fvaeuation From thè  West Coast#  
1942# f*35*



7, 1941# Guam m s  token an December 13; Hongkong tel l on the  

24th, Manila on January 2nd. and Singapore in Febru ary* Tfae  

California coast near Santa Barbara m s  �helle§ by a submarine  

on February 23# 1942. 3b© drive for th© Bast Indies  and Australia

m s  on* Yet# with exceptions at Stockton and Gilroy,  there m s  

no general public derinonstratlon. It m s  not long, however#  

before certain newspapers began singing a song of d anger and  

public opinion began developing# On February 19# 19 42 the  

Presidential l&ceoutiv© Order H o *9066 authorised th e creation of  

military areas from which **any and all persons** m ay be excluded*  

This authority m s  delegated to General John I**B©Wl tt who on  

March 2nd* proclaim©! the establishment of M t i t a r y  Areas Hos#

1* and 2.* On March 2?th* all persons of Japanese a ncestry were  

prohibited from leaving these areas* Executive Orde r Ho.9102  

issued on March Itth# created the War Relocation Au thority whose  

purpose it m s  to assist in the transfer of the Japa nese citizenry  

to the temporary relocation centers# fen had been s et up. By  

Hovember 110 �����Japanese had been transferred and lofged*  

According to its announced purpose the W*R*A* has r elocated about  

19,000 Japanese by March of this year into areas wh ere they may  

carry on a© private oitl|ens in occupations for whi ch they have  

been trained or had experience* Those relocated fro m the camps  

have largely been the llieei and have entered commu nities outside  

the Pacific slope♦  How# the question arises as to t h© attitude  

of th# people in California regarding the relocatio n of Japanese-



Americana within that state* What are thè argumenta  against 

Ü l  a move?

Ä f  argumenta timt bave beau offerì opácalas thè ret ara 

of thè Bisel bave been thè same argumente that Imi beea j&auted 

up demanding their evaouatloii*. líbese bave not  ohanged bat thè 

surround ing militar^ ciroum® tancas bave# 3?his tr ansibiom ime 

stapt thè only possiti© atable fotandation from und er thè antagoniste. 

Whab remine in. **ay o t  opposing argomenta sterna imm thè basic 

contro'varales of race and economica* ih# militare aspeob had 

only acted as a ,|fcmonfÌagé.

fte argumente presentad for thè evaceation of thè J apanese  

.in California fall generally iato three classasi m ilìtary» racial,  

and cultural* fhe fi^st m m ^ g thè railitaxy group is thè all  

inclusive and indsf i m b l e  argument * a mattar of mi litary

aeoesslty*" It la baeed, «ben ono recali^ thè w  act ivìty of thè  

first S m months of 1942, upon thè assmpt ioa  that thè West C oast  

tm|. in isminent danger of Invasion* tJiidoubtedly,  thè rlsk m a  

eerlous and Cenerai BeWltt had to aet upan thè basi c of possibilities  

m f m U  m  probabilities. Carey MuWiUiaias la bis «HÄ? ABOOT  

OüH JàPAiffiSS-AUaaiC^JJS? publiahed by f»i Publio Affairs Coiaaittoe  

r^a rked ,  ^General BeWitt » s t  imva been kaunted by t hè ape#toro  

of Admiral. Kimme! and General Short, ubo had been charged with  

negleot &uty in B a m l i #  Tot after making all of thes e allocano©a,  

It is now apparent that .thè conclusione d m m  by f o n e m i  DeWitt



Hindsight Is a good dealwere not justified by the evidence*« f  

wiser for the experience and perspective it gains a nd MS* McWilliams  

has good grounds for saying what he has* However* I n the light  

of the problems that faced the military at the ttee * it would ap�

pear that the argument itself» though vague* was fa irly valid*

It Is easy to rea d  the General’s final report in t he light of  

an apologia since it m s  not released until January of this year  

b|t in reading the testimonies and interviews prese nted in the  

Fourth Interim Report of the Select Committee Inves tigating  

national Dcftns© Migration* 77th* Confess*  May 1942 » one is  

struck by the fact that the argument of «military n ecessity« was  

the only on© that the opposers to th© evacuation di d not refute#

In fact, there were stro f̂e indications that If the  evacuation  

were to be based upon this matter solely Jjfhere wo uld be general  

agreement*

«Sfeoxlmlty to military installations and vital war  industries.«

Th© then Attorney-Goneral of the state, Bari Warren  stated before  

the Solan Committee that the «distribution of th© J apanese pop�

ulation appears to manifest something nor# than a c oincidence*«2 *  

Th© Army report offers maps showing the distributio n of the Jap�

anese its characteristic clustering about the major  cities of

�� ■ ¥*■ .**

1*
� *

�L̂
Fourth Interim, Report of the Select Committee Inve stigating  
national Defense Migration, p * H 0



San Francisco, Los Angelos, ami S m Diego* Admittedly th§se  

m ® the vital spots on the Calitornia coast aii are en gaged with  

tte production of w  mtwr l& ls *  Bat the weo incidence " of which  

Warren spoke is not based upon the fact that hheie arc industrial  

production areas but la the fact that they are the largest pop�

ulation centers* fyiag that with the fact that the lapaneir© are  

primarily interested in raising track produce for c onsumption  

within these metropolitan areas, they have to have their farms  

within relatively short distances from these areas in order t e  

retail their wares * llio determinant is not the in dustrial or  

strategic factor but the' m o n m l ® and agricultural one*

«Danger of fifth column, sabotage, and espionage** In 

the Final Report, General BeWitt stresses the dange r of sabotage 

aid espionage* fh© only explanation for this factor  being in 

the Beport is that the Army investigations relied t oo heavily 

upon the rising press and popular cry for evacuatio n* fJhe Heberts 

Beport itself is silent on the matter of sabotage ami  refers only
Vvyv r t ^ ^ V

to espionage*|X !Biis w  already published before an y- of the mil- 
.* \ .

itary areas ted been set up by BaWitt and appears t o tev^over* 

loolead both by him and the general public* Ihose t hat have been 

arrested, for espionage activities in behalf of ¿fa pom or for being 

unregistered agents of lapan have been native-born white Americans

1* for names u m  McWilliams, Oareyi «What About 0 «  Japanese-  
toericanst11 published by the Public Affairs Oommit teo* p*S*



Of the signalling at Pearl Barber, the Of fio« of ? »  formation 

has revealed that the persone Mio did the actual work were Itomi 

agents, Xet, despite the public statements of J.Bdg ar Hoover* 

Colonel Kendall field©#* and Honolulu Chief of Poli o© Gabrtelson 

that no acts of  espionage and sabotage hare been traced to any 

Jaynes© either on the continent or in Banali» the p opular fear 

fanned by the adverse press continuât to believe an d urge the 

emanation on this basis?

The fourth and Inst argument under this heading tm b the 

charge that the Bissi gave no intonation to intelli gence officers 

concerning subversive elements within their own ran ks* tEhis has 

been very loosely charged by matrons civilians aid by seme 

Western Defense officers even in the light of sever al statements 

appearing in national mgasinee» An anonymous intell igence officer 

wrote in Beffarfa llagassin© for October, 1 9k2i

Many of the nisei voluntarily contributed valuable 
ant 2«*subversive informât 1cm to this (the naval intel�
ligence) and other govemmental agencies» The Japanese 
consular staff, the Central Japanese Association ai d 
others too» to have been sympathetic to the Japanes e 
cams©' did not themselves trust the nisei*

Galea Fisher fwtoct a letter sent to him on August 10,

Itti by an intelligence officer whtrtte he said, "I  personally

know at least fifteen intelligence ©fficedj. who have received

cpittaml aid from the group of loyal and patriotic nisei attached

•to each* and have in oemoqumim hem  of great service to the



United States in obtaining importation regarding di sloyal aim 

�uspic ious Japanese» fhepe � � � � lonu&mr&ble oases t could give 

you*«1*

Section 1*-Attitudes on £«ao7al of the Fourth Inter im 

Uoport amply baotolt&e statements given above in se veral of the 

testimonies rendered by Jap&nose—ibomr loans in. Gr ogan« Phase 

statcsaects showed that the Japanese bad been activ e for quite 

same time before December 7th. watching for subvers ive elements 

within their communities* One Japanese remarked tha t .the activities 

not only included watching their racial group but t he whites as 

well. Still in all, the public continued to &§&  for  she emeuaticn.

fnv, arguments olmraeter l»d by racial discriminatio n do  

not pretend to cloak lb# real reason with, a sheen of military  

necessity* Perhaps the strongest 1ms been made by G eneral 0©w|tt  

before the House naval affairs sab-cosmltboe on Apr i l  13 #.19431  

«It makes no difference whether the Japanese is the oretically a  

oitiaen. He is still u f t g n i M *  Giving him a scrap o f paper  

w o a H  change him. I d©n*t care wfeat they do with th e Japf so  

long as they don*t send them back hero. A  Jap is a Jap.«*** Just  

as meaningful but not tmlt# as blatant «  the statem ent by F e m e  

Smith* Chief of Police in Alameda| he remarked that  there m s ”no

�//��00��/12�w»�3//� ��4�05

1*. Fisher* Galea* «Untruths About |ppanes#-4jî r l oans * « She Chxisth n 
OentaSy* 601937-9» August 18*1943»

2 = #� Fisher* Galsm «Our ’E M  Japaa ese-Am^rican Policies*« (She Christian 
Century* August 25* 1943» p*96l



particular meeting grotanâ for tee oriental,  and âç# Mental

Turno  statuente and otters offered by Bari iïmrron  and S«W«3pttAgler»

Tiee-preo Ment of te# Seattle fi rut  Mattonai Baule befare te© Folan 

Cowittee definiiely rmeel  oa® of tee teoio reaao&s for te#;:i|#fú#sb* 

of bte mmnátlon«  tenera! teWltb mmld net be too surpris#!* 

bat parbaps tlm  otte® gentleman mm M.* to bear itet tteJr mords say 

in essence teat tebiad ©Tory pair of alan# e y w  títe re is tte diate!le 

soteming of. tee inferior oriental miad* yerta fast  ©a&H trust tteml 

Alitile li m&y be argneà*?* States Mill er Freeman# pubi iste? 

in Seattle, Bashiagten, **teat m i y  America» terra l apanesa are 

loyal to tee United States teere are sufflè xent mmbmB who are 

irò r m  to te assistine ¿Tapen*# w  effort to viarrant snob  action 

not only in tes Hation# a interest but for tee prot ection of te# 

lapanese tàmmelma *n¿~*  So we bave te# idea of wproteotlv# custody*1 

and ita corollare, vigila&tism* -amerai BeWitt, too # rasaarked 

t Mt  te imd aoted to groteot te# westecoast lapanese tram,  mot 

ytoi m m *  M  noted that- te# reporta of thè attaofes agaiast

team* npon ter est ìgat ion * îfeiteer wer© unrerif ted or vmro Sanasti  

to te cmmlGtive *tf̂ * Aotually iter# Imd bear no i nstances of 

st bâcle or generai m h  violarne*  fter# w#y© tm  reportad instances, 

onei a tight teat bad o#ouar#d botweea Filipinos an d te© locai

!*■  F m r t e  interim Eepartf Seat ion I*, p*X4l*
2* X M d$
3*. iIfW!lliœ st0ar#yî Îteat Atout 0ur Fapmes#~iüaer icans?* Pub lio 

Affaire C a m i t t m ,  $$0«



«Tapants© in sto-oktoa ����� |mtfcs after Pearl Barbar, and second, 

��� ���  T e a »  Bay 1942 when some uijtaown persona tai f ire i ©etera! 

cftote at a ¿Tapanose in Gilroy. & M t  ap|œ|ptly formad te© tesis 

of tee argument far wproteotire eustody4* botane© t ea»  tei tesa 

no ©videa#© frora Baimi! te show teat suoh m s  nee&e d* M a M *  

auparienaod observo» of tee domasti© scena as nell �  &ewspap«p8 

rtìEjaapbte test t ea»  lite been a | ^ É  of generai vi olence* teli© 

tea above argument© do net prétend te m r w  all tea v afdations on 

tee ma l te  ihame, suffleleat Ime l w  offerte te illus trate teat 

r a t e»  f e r w  a part of tee tesis prot i» in tee émanat ion*

	�� teird gpxmp of argomenta fall iato teat whioh thè writer 

ha© t&oa&n te #éÌ|  tee tuttóra! group* ^hle groupe teough it 

reoelvod spase in tee Solar Beport* has not appeare d to bave heen 

of aa m a h  Importance as tee tee ;p*a§eâing groupa i n te^ publie ���

® 3M  in d emttdlng tee émanation*. It dose fora a real part o f 

tee lattar ore* lisi f&et ttet itero ware religions  différences 

and practicas ��  to tee ��������� attention* tee J&panes© 

language m h m M and newspfcpe» ©a®» in far coment imi*  laow patent 

a factor fe tee popular miad carnet ha jnâgoâ* immé diat©2y after 

Pearl Barbar » e t  of te# nawspapers m o t  ont in Ingli sh knowing 

tlmt teey w o M  he attaohed as mibvtrsiv© if copy oontimed in. 

tee native tongas* Hors eomDnly rtaognised and arit i© ised m e  

tea pmetice of ©end lag A iwicaa^bom lapants© back t o 3*apan far 

tetto ©dut&tlan* fhis particular §roup# te© Kibel, dapasàing upon 

tetto age at tee time* haré » t e m e d  prêtty teerought o iaiootriJiated



according to the Mpponase tradition* ' Q m writer claimed that 

the returning Kibei were m m Jaimnesc than the Issei. fha ac�

cident of dual citizenship seems to hare disturbed the white Am�

ericana more than it has the llisei against item it  has been com�

monly charged as Just another element in their gesi eraXly subversive 

character, ffe© condition rises from the historical  blunder that 

the national government committed, in prerenting th e Issei from 

becoming citizens* For the moot port the Bisei do n ot bother 

themselves about this fa©*- disremrd it and affirm their

fact that there xms an interval of approximately si x weeks between

the attack on Pearl Harbor and the esrfrgeac© of an y concerted

demand for the evacuation of parsons of lapaaes© an cestry is

significant* It strongly suggests that this period was being used

by professional anti-Orlentalists, such as the Ilea rst press, in

preparing to exert organized pressure on the goverm ent and

îlftary authorities* ilmt the agitation for remova l m s  carefully

engineered is Implied in an editorial in the San Francisco GHHOOT0&E

of f bbwary 6, 1942 $ tTu?he supposed < hysteria* o ver enemy aliens

and their descendants scarcely exists among the peo ple themselves,
�

but the excitement is visible almost entirely in po litical and 

^journalistic quarters. ** *Thm are seeking to capitalize on a supposed

heritage as Americanaheritage as Americans*

She most powerful 

evacuation Of the ¿Tapanei



excitement of others which is mostly, a figment of their o m  Im�

aginations,*̂ * Just wtmt this 11 hysteria« amounted  to, no one »  

the Heorst papers, ató such ’»■ patrio'tie* organiza tions as the 

California American Legion, the native Sons of the Golden West» 

i i  Eagles ató the Awricaat» Educational League unde r the direction 

of the notorious loto lULeotoer, were able to find out» Such oh-* 

servers m  Chester Howell, Dr «Brio Bellquist of the universi ty of 

California.# illden Henar ee# and reporters of Time , Life, and 

fortune had not been able to discern any such distu rbance# Br* 

Bellquist stated as much when he testified before t he folan Com�

mittee* Actually# ató despite the shod: of the atta ck on Pearl 

Harbor there m s  no hysteria on the West Coast among  the citizenry 

until the race-baiting newspapers ató organisations  had .gathered 

their forces ató b|gan whipping up the popular mind  six weeks later • 

These then, tova been the major arguments m á influences 

that effected the emanation of the Japinoso-Amoriam ns from the 

Pacific Coast# As m s  stated at the outsat, theta ar guments tova 

bean retained ató for the w a t  part form the opposit ion reasoning 

against the return of tit# Japanese* However, $|gr changes have 

taken place that sha® the remaining arguments to be  what they 

rightly are* .The first change is in the mllitasy f ield, The 

threat of invasion has long since disappeared from the West Coast.

1* fimgLaes, Tmmm. B*» .”70,000 American Beragees Bade in H*S#A*t# 
Committee for Bésetilament of m e  congregational 

Christian Cowittee for Work with Japanese Evacuees,  p*4*



fh© orea oace callad f,a theatre of operations* tes  m m been 

def ined by the military m  a command**1 W m  vmæ in tes

South Pacifie tes been turnad from a threat to Aust ralia to a 

direct threat to Japan, Gusm tes been rebaten, and thé drive 

upo» the Phil̂ î iáes appears im$n©nt* Itere tere be  en lacreas ing 

.indications showing that the ám®$? wmlñ  lile© to be reílevad o t  

th© yespousibillty of miataining the a tato of «miü tary neceesity* 

It can very w © H  be that the Army forbids the ©momee s from 

returníag leas for military reasons tten tecaase of  strong Calif�

ornia pressures and threabs#

Conséquent to the military development , changos ha ve 

resultad in the legal aspect of tes évacuation of t he ¿Tápanos©” 

Americana* fh© oonstituttonality of such a movemant  has not 

entortó inte the discussion of this papar so far* I t is suffiaient 

lier©, to m j  ttet a review of the évacuation question is coming  

teto» the United States Suprema Court sooa» Indicat ions are 

abroad ttefe'foretell ita being declarad uncanatitu tioml * Itetever 

the status regató ing the évacuation ató datent ion , thera can be 

no doubb conoern.ing the right and p*ivil©|ge of th e ©roettejb to 

re tura to thair formar homes* .For aay coœunity or  otate to cause 

the ©naotoeub of Xaws restrioting this privilège is  to do so 

Imowiag that it is overtly unconst i tut tonal *

ît la apparat then, that the military argumenta, fo rmerly 

bq  prominent, are sen? only seootóary in importance* What romains 

m  the tesis for the opposi^on to the lapanese-Amerio ans i&  du©



��  économie and. raoial factor©*

fixe agricultural Internets in California, seeb as b&e 

Assoôi&ted Fermera axxâ tätet California Orange lia re cous is t entier  

olaimecl t&at tîie Japanese mmt star ûutsÎŸ©r sise*# ffie Haarst  

nowspapers as w e U  as tfôe Amarleam Legion. and t&e Sons and Bangtiters  

ot  tb* Golden West hâve of t ©red considérable suppor t * 39tee San  

Francisco OBHOHIOLE andar a United Fresa date! in© from Sacramento  

on August 1$$&# ©tatos tlxat *{3eorge Se&laagsysr» master of tätet  

California State Orange, » M  today h® would a si: a sont©reno© of  

Western State Orange Masters at Portlaud, Ore*f to support Calife  

ornla in epposlxtg tätet resettlament of Japanese i n the Woot.n  

Sehlmeyer went on to aay that tàe Japaños© «ere buy ing land at  

^premium prises *îf í^esultóir tb# laut in question  is f arming  

Xandf

A statement eonsiderablv more foreard and. trutbful  tJmn 

8©àXm©y©r*s is found in the Fourtii Ster te Beport w hen a rapres* 

eatatire of tte Associated Fro&uee Dealers and Brok ers of Los 

Angeles said# #! bave talked to m u y  ��������� 	����� of vegetables 

for ft# louai, market tifas Imv© eitfaer ©on© oit o f business in tb© 

past taxi �� �  or greatXf redueeâ � � ��  operations du© to Japanese 

compétition of a bjp© Ä i o b  tbey oomld not méat .and  wbo aré willing 

to plant inereased sortage espeeially for tbe local  markot if ttof 

bave sbf ������� tfaeÿ «ou M no t meet tb§ ©«pétition of tfae

Jaunes© fa Ml^V*3**

1, Foartb Intérim Boport* Seat ion 1.*, p*X&i>*



The statistlas  concerning the  Japanese engaged in agricul�

ture in the three  western states  of California* Oregon  and Walk- 

ington m e  rather  enlightening, There  are 22,027 Japanese owning 

6 ,11C tanas totalling 25$,074 acres ( average farm 4 2*2 norm} 

at the grand cost of 172,600,000, Against these fig ures a m 

finds that the  total nuafcar of farms, Alta and non-white owned, 

amounts to 276,175 in number with a total of 63,694 ,000 acres 

{ average farm 230*6 acres) and a grand cost of #3, 236,000,000,

&  terms of percentages, of the total 2,2$ of the fa rms are owned 

by Japanese with only 0*45» of the total acreage an d with a value 

of 2*9$ if the total evaluation, yet in OaXitiifeia  alone, the 

Japanese produce pgl of the truck vegetables!̂ *

She writer cannot personally conclude that the pres ent 

outcry against the return of the IJisel has any oth er basis than 

the years-o M contempt toward an alien minority toward whom the 

whites have given nothing but the worst. Couple wit h this, the 

stinging competition in agriculture, Tkm records of legislation 

and press have reflected and shown the growth of th is antagonism 

over a long period or yea»* The i Mfr m m along and turned an 

old antagonism into a new fear and mad# possible wh at certain

1« final Report of the Japanese Emulation From, the  West Coast, 
1942, fables 6? said 68, pp, -.�/ and 408 

2# .Xb M| p*35 *



groups in California hair© clearly muted for decade s.***to get  

rid of the minority $ ffie time tee come when the J apanese must  

return to their homes, legally they cannot be stopp ed, religiously  

they must be received as equals# fhe reaction on th e part of  

the opposition will be interesting to note, the out come, perhaps  

tragic* •



The signal today reads full speed ahead for the resettlement of  
loyal evacuees of Japanese ancestry# The stress today is on individual  
relocation, so that evacuee manpower will be available to help aver t  
the growing shortage of trained, skilled workmen in industries vital  to  
the successful prosecution of the war#

One of the question marks faced by the IRA*s present program of  
work relocation is the attitude of organized labor, or that wing of it  
represented by the American Federation of labor# Already  in some in-  
termountain states, there have been isolated instances of union  dis�
crimination against evacuee workers, discrimination result ing in most  
instances from misinformation on evacuation and the evacue e, although  
it is true that many old-line AFI unions still draw the "colo r-line"  
against non-Caucasian workers#

The trade union movement is a dynamic force for the exte nsion of  
democratic practices in American# Evacuee Americans re member that, in  
the midst of wolf-cries for restrictions against Japanese America ns, the  
California AFL smashed an attempt of one of its locals to railroad  a re�
solution which would have placed the state organization behind the move�
ment to revoke the citizenship of all American-born Japanese. And the  
nisei will not seen forget the California State CIO’s stirring a rgument  
for justice for American-born Japanese, delivered by its state secretary  
before the Tolan committee#

Historically, since the arrival of the first Japanese laborers to  
a frontier American crying for additional manpower, orga nized labor has  
had, in effect a "Japanese problem#" The first recorded act of violenc e 
coraaitted against the Japanese immigrant worker by an or ganized group  
occurrred in 1890, when 15 Japanese cobblers, employed in a San Francisco  
shoe factory, were attacked by members of the shoemakers’ union and forced  
to quit their jobs* Since that day in 1890 these immigrant  Japanese and  
their descendants have always been on the frings of the labor m ovement#

The Tolan Committee’s interim report notes that California’s first  
legislative recognition of the presence of Japanese immigrant s was given  
legislative in 1901, when the State Legislature passed a resolut ion asking  
congress to protect native labor by restricting Japanese immigra tion. It  
was during this period that AFL unions, whose membership was at that time  
restricted to workmen in the skilled trades, wrote special anti-O riental  
clauses into their constitutions# Some of these anti-Orien tal provisions  
are being applied even today#

In the infant years of the twentieth centry, powerful western em-  
loyer groups encouraged the recruiting of Orientals, espec ially Japanese,  
and the impact of this fresh, eager supply of human energy upon t he western  
labor market served to antagonize native white labor# Coast labor int er�
preted the arrival of the boat loads of Japanese immigrants as a definite



threat to their future security and organized into strong u nits to re�
sist this new and alien force. The roots of that antagonism were t h�
readed firmly and deelpy in California and hare never bee n eradicated.

Employer utilization of labor in racial units, the resistance  
encountered form white labor organizations, the lack of a comm on lan�
guage and a variety of other factors combined to separate the  Japanese  
group in the organized workers. The Japanese operated inde pendently  
as a racial group in the agricultural industry, in which t he majority  
were employed. The LaFollette Committee pointed out that, like the  
Chinese, the Japanese followed the practice of organizing themsel ves  
into gangs under the direction of a boss or contractor, providing  their  
own food and housing at work, and living apart from the employer, the  
regular white labor force and the migratory white labor er." These prac�
tices drove a wedge between native white group and the Japanese immigr ant  
a division which a later generation of American-born Japanese would find  

difficult to bridge.

The Japanese worker in California has left an indelible mar k upon  
the employment conditions in the state's agricultural industry. The La  
Follette Committee reported that the Japanese were influe ntial in bring�
ing about a payment of wages from a daily to a piece-rate basis. The  
Japanese avoided time rates and insisted on payment for piece work be �
cause of their ability to excel in the "stoop* work characteris tic of  
the principal operations in the intensively cultivated cr ops that grow  

on or near the gound.

"Gradually, the differential between wages of white and Orienta l  
labor disappeared or become unsusbstantial. Working first at lower wages  
than the whites, the Japanese succeeded in increasing thei r wages during  
the decade 1900 to 1910," the Senate Committee reported. After  1910, it  
was stated that they operated on the same basis as whites.

The Japanese workers incurred the enmity of many of the same ag�
ricultural interestes which had first welcomed their arriv al when they  
began to use collective bargaining techniques to improve the ir arrival  
economic position. Many of labor's present defense mechanisms, famili ar  
now in contemporary American, were first used on the west coast by the  

Japanese agricultural workers. A modified version of the sit-down, the  
organized slow-down and other means of protest were developed by these  

farm laborers.

The organization of these racial "unions" by the immigrant workers  
although tending to better their general standard of livi ng, nevertheless  
became a factor which has retarded the social assimilation  of the Japanese  
group on the west coast. Employer groups, in many instances, encouraged  

the organization of the workers on a racial basis and pitted race agai nst



race in the competitive labor market* Japanese workers wo uld be brought  
in to break a strike of a non-Japanese group, while a strike of  Japanese  
laborers was often broken by non-Japanese* In later years the Mexic an,  
the Filipino and the native white American from the dust bowl states  
were to be similarly exploited*

One instance of cooperative section between Japanese and other or�
ganized workers occurred in 1919 in Seattle during tha t city*s short�
lived general strike* The Japanese Federation of Trade Unions  in Seattle  
although barred from the AFL, declared their common interest with their  
fellow workers in the issues at stake and voted to join the strike

The advent of the CIO in the middle thirties accelerated the or�
ganization of many workers of Japanese ancestry in the nat ional trade  
union« Notably in the organization of cannery workers, the 010  met op�
position from Japanese labor contractors who had develope d a vested  
interest in the profits accruing from their role as middlemen  in the t a �
bor market*

Because of their old-line policy against non-Caucasians, many 
AFL unions, such as the teamsters, chartered special *Jap Crow*  locals  
for workers of Oriental ancestry who were given the doubtful privilege  
of paying dues and receiving few of the benefits of mem bership. Many  
of the skilled trades, still dominated by AFL union holding sacred t he 
ghost of Comperism and the concept that the trade union is a protec tive  

agency for native white workers only, have been and are st ill virtually  
closed to non-Caucasians*

The problem of union discrimination has been raised in we stern  
areas where evacuees have been relocated* Although this discrimin ation  
is not widespread, it has been effective in closing certa in industries  
to the evacuees, although shortages of workers may exist  in those in�
dustries* Much of this discrimination stems from a misunder standing  
of the evacuee and of the circumstances which resulted in evacuation*

Hie trade union movement in general has been a force which has  
won a greeted share in democracy for the great mass of the  American  
people* The advent of the CIO with its policy of equal rights, "re�
gardless of race, creed or color,* had a healthy effect in bre aking  
down many artificial restrictions based on race* The eva euees look to  
the trade union for fair paly in the industries and trades  in which  
theymay be relocated*



R E P O R T  O F  S U R V E Y  O N  W E S T  C O A S T

April 19 to May 24, 1945

Conducted by Rev. John M. Ya mazaki, under the auspices 
of the National Council of the Protestant Episcopal  Church

P R E P A R A T I O N

(Preliminary Survey)

Prior to my leaving Chicago for the "'est Coast I c onducted a survey among 500 
evacuees to find out how many of our Church members  with whom I have been keeping 
contaqt during the evacuation and resettlement peri od intend to return to the West 
Coast. I sent out letters printed in both English a nd Japanese languages, inclosing 
self-addressed postcards for answers to the questio nnaires.

I received 100 answers before I left Chicago on Apr il 19th. It was interesting 
and very helpful to find out the intentions of thos e evacuees who have resettled 
in the area east of the Rocky - Mountains and those who are still remaining in the 
various Relocation Centers which have to be closed by the end of the year. I can 
safely regard the result of this survey as a fair e stimate of intentions of a cross 
section of the evacuees in regard to their remainin g in the Mid -western and 
Eastern Resettled areas or returning to the West Co ast.

Answers to the Questionnaires

1. So far as I know at the present I do not expect to 57
return to the West Coast

2. I expect to go back to the West Coast
A. Immediately 1
B. In the near future 15
c. After the war 9 25

5. Indef init e , but may go back
A. If there is a good job offer ,9
B. If conditions become better 17
c. If my folks go back 7 55

4. No choice either in the East or West accepting
any plaoe favorable to me 5

100

A breakdown of these answers show that:
57 will definitely sta-y in the Midwest or- East;

25 will return either immediately, in the near futu re, 
or after the war;

58 or the remaining number have qualified their int entions 
by stating that they will return

9 if there is a good job 
17 if conditions become bet'ter 

7 if my folks return 
5 resettle wherever acceptable.
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From these figures it can be said that 57$ will sta y in the Midwest and East 
and 25$ will probably return to the West Coast. The  remaining number, or 58$, will 
go where the winds blow. This last group has given conditional answers, with the 
desire to return. Therefore, if I state in my repor t of the West Coast Survey 
that the situation of the West Coast is 'favorable” , it should be understood 
that I mean it is favorable for these 38$ of the ev acuees who are indefinite at 
the present time about their return. It will mean a  ‘go sign”. On the other hand, 
'unfavorable' would mean that it is unfavorable to these indefinite 38$ as well as to 
even the 25$ who have made up their minds to return .

I left Chicago for my one month survey trip to the West Coast. My main task 
was to determine how favorable the conditions on th e West Coast are for- the return 

of the evacuees.

I T I N 3 B A R Y

April 19 Left Chicago on Santa Fe
? 22 Arrived in Pasadena, California
” 25- May 9 Survey of Southern California

April 23 Reached Los Angeles
” 24)

25) Attended the Conference of Protestant Western C ommission
26.) held at the Y. M.C.A. , Los Angeles

April 27- May 3 O range County - Santa Ana, Talbert, Stanton, Fullert on,
Buena Vista

Los Angeles County - Pasadena, Monrovia, Azusa, Pomona,
Whittier, Montebello, West Los Angeles

City of Los Angeles 
Conference at Bishop Stevens* office
Riverside County, Riverside, Arlington, Bernardino 
City of Los Angeles (cont’d)

Attended the Consecration Service of the new Bishop  of Panama 
Canal Zone, held at St. Paul’s Cathedral, Los Angel es.
Addressed the meeting of Woman’s Auxiliary of the D iocese 
in the afternoon in the Cathedral 
Pasadena and Los Angeles

San Francisco, Oakland and Berkeley

Portland, Oregon

Seattle, Washington

Minn eapolis and St. Paul, Minn esota

Arrived in Chicago, left for Cincinnati

Cincinnati

Back to Chicago

May 4 
May 4-5 
May 6 -7

May 8

May 8 -9 

May 10-12 

May 13 

May 14 

May 15-16 

May 2 1 

May 2 1-23 

May 2 4
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There are three important factors which may determi ne the possibility and 
advisability for the Evacuees to return to their fo rmer homes on the West Coast, 
namely:

1. Housing problem;
2. Job situation
3. Local sentiment regarding the Japanese Americans .

Since my arrival in Southern California on April 22 nd, I endeavored to find 
out in mg?1 survey as accurately as possible by dir ect contact, interviewing the 
following groups or individuals:

1. Japanese Americans who have already returned to the West Coast.
2. Neighbors of Japanese American Returnees
3. Neighbors of former Japanese American residents or farmers
4. Church leaders, including ministers and laymen, church groups,

Church Federations, Y MCA, YWCA, American Friends1 Service, Committee 
on Fair Play and American Principles, school teache rs, etc.

5. My A merican friends.
6. War Relocation officers and public officials.
7. %• own experiences.

I have taken from my survey notes some of the visit s and experiences which 
describe the varied conditions in the many localiti es covered in my trip*

Santa Ana, Orange County, Calif.

Visited Mr. Nissuke Nitta, a farmer who returned to his form er farms in 
February, 1945 with his family. His return was publ ished nation-wide since his 
former friends and neighbors welcomed his family wa rmly, filling his refrigerator 
with nice things and inviting his children to parti es, etc. However, my interview 
with him revealed the other side of the story. A  fe w days after his return, he 
was visited by someone in that area who advised him  to leave the place immediately 
as the vigilante committee were ready to come after  him in a couple of hours.
Mr. Nitta, thereupon, telephoned the Los Angeles War  Relocation Office and within 
two hours the local police and sheriff's office rec eived orders from the District 
Attorney of the State, in Sacramento, to investigat e and protect the returned persons 
of Japanese ancestry. This order was carried out sw iftly to the amazement of both 
the ‘’Anti-Neighbors” and Mr. Nitta himself. Thereafter there has been no trou ble 
and he is shipping carloads of asparagus every day without being molested by anyone.
He employs Mexican laborers and Caucasian truck drivers. He has  a son in the US Army.

Mr. and Mrs. S. Kanno, who returned to Talbert, Orange Count y, has started 
farming on his own ranch. Mr. Kanno has some hostile neighbors and upon his re turn 
he found that his former tenant vacated without not ice, stripping everything, 
electric range, v/asloing machine, and even the lin oleum from the floor. He is not 
discouraged. His son is also in the service of the US Army. He does not complain 
about his loss, but he said that he was happy to be  able to come back to his own 
home in California.

In Santa Ana City, I visited Mr. Van Norman, the Area WRA Office. It happened 
that he was invited to the Layman’s Meeting of the Episcopal Church that night to 
talk about the War Relocation program. Mr. Van Norman thought it might be heljjful 
to the cause for me to go with him to meeting and t ell something about resettlement.
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However, aftel* contacting the Hector of the Church , a friend of mine, I was advised 
by him that it was unwise for me to be in the meeti ng though the President of 
the League gladly consented to invite me to the mee ting. There is something in it. 
Perhaps the air in the district was not so favorabl e for the Japanese Americans.
I understood rather that it was totally not my busi ness to do public relation 
work in this matter. It is far better done by Cauca sian -Americans, So. I left there 
gracefully. Later Mr, Van Norman took me to Buena Vista, one of the to wns regarded 
as a hot spot in the County. Saw two houses suppose dly belonging to Japanese 
which were burnt down when some hoodlums hearing of  the return of the evacuees 
set fire to them. Humor was that by mistake one of the houses burnt by hoodlums 
was a Caucasian neighbor’s house instead.

Humor was that the hoodlums burnt a Caucasian neigh bor’s house instead of a 
”Jap-house” by mistake. We visited both places. The  neighbors of the wrong burnt 
house denied the story and said the fire simply bro ke out by short circuit. But the 
other house was definitely burnt down as a warning to the.Japanese Americans who 
were planning to return to that locality. We found on the window of stores printed 
signs with the following words:

”No Japs Wanted in California 
They are treacherous wherever they were born 
Citizens’ Emergency Committee of Gardena, Californi a.”

It so happened that as we were passing the front of  a restaurant which had the 
No-Jap sign on the window, we were very hungry as i t was past noon. We went into 
that restaurant to eat. The waitress served us nice  meals, chatted with us and 
we ate heartily and came out. The neighbors of form er Japanese farmers of this area 
whom we interviewed that afternoon were very nice a nd talked freely with us, but 
when asked if they considered the Japanese coming b ack to their localities, they 
said they themselves had no objections but added ce rtainly ” If I were you I wouldn’t 
come back now.” When asked what time is proper for these people to come back, they 
said, ’’Well, by the end of this year or after the war is over.” Evidently these 
neighbors do not have any objection but they are af raid what certain other peowle 
would say against them if they show friendliness to  ”Japs.”

In Santa Ana I saw some other Japanese Americans wh o have returned. Among the 
many problems, there is. one presented to me of one  Nisei girl who was employed by 
the Board of Education of the County. She was sudde nly discharged though she was 
liked by everybody in the office. She is a Mi ss Hose Yoshida. Some influential 
person is said to be behind the scene in this situa tion.

Monrovia, California

Visited Mr. Shinoda who owns a large nursery farm. He also o wns farms in San 
Lorenzo, in Northern California. Mr. Shinoda is a member of the Free Methodist 
Church. His brother, the Hev. M. Ni shimura of Berkeley, California, is a well known 
Free Methodist minister. Mrs. Shinoda was a former member of the Episcopal Ch urch 
in Hawaii. There was an incident in the morning whi ch we visited. The plate window 
of his flower shop in town was smashed by stones th rown by some hoodlums. However, 
the window was insured and the Insurance Company is  after the hoodlums and Mr. Shinoda 
paid no attention to the incident and is carrying o n his business as well as growing 
flowers. His son is in the U.S. Army.
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Riverside. California

Rev. Dr. H. C. Smith met me at the bus station, too k me to Mr. and Mrs. Hirata, 
members of St. Mary’s, who recently returned to their farm in Arling ton. Several 
families have returned to Riverside District and ha ppily re-established themselves. 
There I learned that Mrs. Hirata's brother-in-law was killed in action in  the last 
campaign in Italy on April 18th but her brother Masatatsu, a graduate of U  of C, 
Berkeley, who has been serving under General McArthur in the Pacific was promoted 
to Second Lieutenant over there.

Azusa. California

Mr. and Mrs. Nakata, who have a remarkable record of having their seven sons 
in the US Army and one of their sons recently serio usly wounded in the latest Italian 
Campaign, have returned to their former farm land i n Azusa. They were met with a 
wholehearted welcome from the neighbors and former friends who are bringing nice 
things to them and visiting them frequently. Mrs. Nakata has been an invalid and 
was carried on the wheel chair but was certainly gl ad that she was able to come back 
to Azusa. They are Christians and I offered prayer for them and for their sons in 
the service of the country.

San Bernardino, California

Here returned Japanese American school children wer e boycotted by an ice cream 
shop which stands in front of the Public School. Up on hearing the incident, the 
principal of the school went to talk with the shopk eeper and threatened to let all 
school children boycott the shop unless he sells to  Japanese American children of 
the school. However, this shopkeeper told her that it was not he who boycotts these 
children, but a member of the school board who was running for re-election. The 
motive was obvious but there was nothing to be done  in such a case.

Montebello, California -

Formerly many well-to-do Japanese nursery men had t hriving business in Mentebello 
and worked very closely with the business people of  the community. Today it is one 
of the “hot spots“ for the evacuees to return to. B oycott by a big California 
Nursery Association is a main contributing factor. Flowers and plants are being 
sold at three times the pre-war prices and certainl y they do not want Japanese 
Americans to come back. However, Mr. U yematsu, owner of the Star Nursery came back.
His son is operating it and I saw him and five larg e trucks with full loads of 
blossomed plants ready for market somewhere unknown . All his employees are Caucasians. 
The elder Mr. M. Ify ematsu stays away from this place and is keening an other farm of 
his own in Sierra Madra.

West Los..Angeles, California (formerly called Sawt elle)

There are twenty Japanese gardners who have returne d to Sawtelle and each of 
them has an income of $250 a month and they say tha t there are more jobs of this kind 
than they can handle and expect more gardners to co me back.

Lo_s Angeles, "Uptown District” . California

Some eight families comprising thirty individuals h ave returned to this dis�
trict where the St. Mary’s Episcopal Church served the residents from 190 7 to the 
day of evacuation. Most of the returnees are Episcopalians. All were for tunate
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families who were able to get back their own homes without resorting to the nasty 
Meviction” proceeding. Practically all who have retu rned have become gardeners 
except three persons who were able to find employme nt of their own choice, two of 
whom are typists, and one a mechanic. Others had to  become gardeners. One former 
pharmacist, Mr. Leo Ishikawa, who owned a drug store in the dist rict, returned from 
Gila, Arizona in February with his family. He could  not find a place to open the 
store or get a job as a pharmacist and he pays dail y visits to the US Employment 
Office without success. He told me that he had to t urn to being'a gardener. Like�
wise, Mr. S. Mayeda, who was in the fish business also had to becom e a gardener. 
Likewisej Mr. Robert Tashima, former shipper of Produce Market, is now working as 
a gardener. These gardeners are makifig about $250 a month or more, and they now 
think that it is a good job and will keep on with i t until such times as they are able 
to engage in their own line of business. There are also the experienced gardeners 
who have returned to their former employers. The ch ildren were reinstituted in the 
public .schools and are attending church school of their former mission, now under a 
different set-up, St. Mary's the Virgin, under Rev. Fr. George L. Pratt.

Los Angeles in General

There are 750 Japanese Americans who have returned to the Los Angeles area, 
of which 450 are living in L.A. City proper. Howeve r, there is no chance for former 
Japanese market people to come back to their old li ne of profitable business in the 
product market (the 9 th and 7th street Vegetable a nd Fruit Markets) which we re 
dominated by Japanese shippers and farmers for many  years were no longer open for 
them. The A  F of L Union refuses to take in Japanes e Americans, and the market 
of controlling big interest are not ready to admit the right of the evacuees 
to return now to their main business which they had  to abandon and leave at the 
mercy as they obeyed the orders for evacuation. Rev . K. Unoura, former pastor of the 
Christian Church (Disciples) is very pessimistic in  his outlook. He saw the market 
develop to one of the greatest industries. Ke built  his Church in the center of the 
market people. Those of his returned members cannot  find jobs. With the market 
gone, the center of Japanese American economic life  in Southern California is gone.
It will take a long time before they will be able t o handle the farmers produce 
even though farmers may come back in numbers.

There is no organized ”Anti-Group” in Los Angeles C ity and those who have 
returned say they were treated well. In fact I myse lf never met a single incident 
or unpleasant thing. I went to various restaurants and shops downtown and I felt 
no discrimination at all. My fo rmer butcher greeted me as I went into his store.
He grasped my hand with both his hands. Filipino pe ople who are living near St.
Mary’s were very friendly. In fact three of the Filip ino boys who used to attend 
my church school are continuing to come to church a nd one of them is a Crucifer.
The last Sunday before I left Los Angeles I saw in the Church three Filipino and 
two Japanese American boys being initiated into the  Knights of Sir Galahad during 
the morning service.

There is an acute, rather an impossible housing pro blem existing in the West 
Coast everywhere. Particularly is this true of Los Angeles. Even if the job offers 
become plentiful and sentiment against the return i mprove with better understanding 
of the Nisei status, this housing problem will be a  severe check to their return to 
the West Coast. The WRA told me that the ”eviction”  process when served by the 
returnee has not caused any repercussion, still sin ce those who were evicted had in 
turn no place to go, it made it a very tough proble m for the returnee to tackle. 
Suppose the former owners of the houses and farms c ould come back - what about those 
who have sold their homes and farms and those who d o not have their real property 
in the West Coast? There does not seem to be even a  slight chance for their return.



- 7 -

The hostels will serve as temporary quarters for th e returnees, hut they cannot 

give a permanent solution to the housing situation.

In Pasadena, the former Japanese Union Church is us ed for a hostel, under the 
joint management of the Friends Service, the Presby terian and Congregational Boards. 
Reception in Pasadena has been very good. Many p eople of Pasadena have united in 
the support of this project. A  strong church elemen t is backing this venture in 

welcoming the evacuees.

In Los Angeles there are three hostels, one large C hristian hostel and two 
smaller hostels sponsored by the Buddhist Church. T he Christian hostel is a former 
language school sponsored jointly by the Presbyteri an and Friends Service Committee.
I stayed at this hostel two nights. It has a capaci ty of persons. The hostel was 
so full that on the third night I had to find housi ng elsewhere.

I: saw one Nisei girl in the Los Angeles WRA Office  quite desperate as she said, 
”1 will starve pretty soon as I have not been able to find a job since my return to 
Los Angeles. I will soon become a beggar.11

While I was in Los Angeles, the joyous V-E Day fina lly came. I had special 
reason to greet the day for I expected that with Al lied Victory my own son, James, 
surely would be liberated from the German Prison Ca mp. That was a day of thanks�
giving for me for the Allied Victory over the Axis,  military power and for the 
freedom of my* son. However, with the termination o f the European warfare, the 
whole might of this country will now be turned to t he war against Japan. However, 
many people on the West Coast who can rise above th eir own feelings and prejudices 
understand the Nisei’s heart and soul and the pecul iar position they have been placed 
in. In fact there are the organizations such as the  Fair Play Committee, church 
people and many others who are trying to help the p ublic to understand Japanese 
Americans. Yet on the other hand, there are many ec onomic interest groups that will 
use powerful economic and political weapons to keep  down this unfortunate minority 
group. Only those persons of courage and fortitude with a firm belief in their 
ability, together with an unwavering faith in the f airness of the majority of the 
American people, can dare to venture back to their former homes on the West Coast.

I shall not discourage the evacuees to come back, n either will I encourage them
to come back. It may be that ultimately, if not imm ediately, twenty or twenty-five
percent of the evacuated people may come back as a consequence of the Government
policy of closing all the centers by the end of thi s year. I do not know how
long it will be before they are able to return. But  if only twenty percent of former
Japanese American population should come back, ther e should not be much alarm for
the West Coast people. Many who ha ve returned have their sons in the service of the
Armed Forces of the US. And that is the reason, I t hink, many have courage to
come back for they have trust in the American peopl e and in the-American principle
of Freedom and Justice. \̂

At the Service of Consecration of New Bishop of Can al Zone and the Service of V-E 
Dav in Los Angeles

On May 8 th, there was held in St. Paul ’s Cathedral, Los Ang eles, the Service 
of Consecration of the Very Rev. Reginald Heber Goo den, son of Suffragan Bishop 
Robert B. Gooden, as the Bishop of Canal Zone. It w as also Thanksgiving Service of 
V-E Day. The Cathedral was filled to capacity - 16 Bishops and 160 Clergymen and 
many representatives from the Church Federation and  the Universities marched in the 
procession of the Church. I was very happy that aft er three years of my sojourn to
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various states, I was able to come back once again to my own D iocese and attend this  
memorable service and march with my old Clergy friends  of the Diocese in the Pro�
cession, The most significant thing in this Service, from the standpoint of Res ettle�
ment of Japanese Americans in the United States, was th at those 16 Bishops who took  
part in the Service were almost all those who have been keenly  interested, and in  
whose Dioceses Evacuees were so much helped by these Bishops. A ll know that the  
Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church, the Most Rev, St, George Tucker who came  
from New York for the Occasion as the Chief Consecrator,  did so much in helping  
Evacuees both in Relocation Centers and in the area of reset tlement East of the  
Rocky Mountains, as the past President of the Federal Counc il of Churches of United  
States and the Presiding Bishop of the National Council of the Episco pal Church for  
the past three years. Of other Bishops there,Bishop Mitchel of Arizo na, into whose  
Diocese most of St, Mary's congregation from Los An geles went with my son, Rev, J.K.M.  
and lived in Gila and Poston Relocation Centers (it so happene d that I went to the  
Diocese of Arkansas where his brother Bishop Bland Mit chel gave us great help in .
Jerome and Rohwer Relocation Centers); Bishop Rhea of Idaho whe re Minidoka Center  
is situated; Bishop Moulton of Salt Lake in whose Diocese is Topaz Center; Bishop  
Keeler of Minnesota where many resettlers and Japanes e American soldiers more than  
two thousand strong are stationed in Fort Snelling; Bishop Charles S. Reifsnider,  
specially appointed as the Bishop for Japanese American s in war time, and in charge  
of all Relocation Centers; and other Bishops of the Pacific Coast - Venerable  
Retired Bishop Parsons of California; Bishop Morgan Block, Presen t Bishop of  
California; Bishop Sanford and Bishop Walters of San Joaquin; and my own Bishops -  
Bishop W. Bertrand Stevens and Suffragan Bishop Robert B, Gooden of Los Angeles.
All those Bishops had direct contact with the Evacuees and gave great assis tance to  
them. The National Council of Episcopal Church has car ried on the splendid work of  
helping in this national problem of Relocation and Re settlement of persons of  
Japanese ancestry under the very capable and sympatheti c executive, the Rev, Dr.
George A. Wieland, Director of Home Department of t he National Council of the  
Episcopal Church. In fact I am making this survey in the West Coast un der the  
auspice of Dr. Wieland. I had little time to express my thanks to  those Bishops who  
were present in the Service.

In the afternoon of the same day, after the Consecration  Service, a Mass meeting  
of the Woman*s Auxiliary of the Diocese was held in St. Paul*s Cathedral, After the  
Presiding Bishop Tucker gave greetings I was invited by  Mrs. Scott Qnintin, the  
President, to give an account of evacuation and resettlemen t of Japanese Americans  
which I did and appreciated very much the privilege.  After the meeting I was  
greeted by many of my old friends - both Clergy and laymen and the members of the  
Woman's Auxiliary.

Warm Reception given by the Church People

Upon my arrival in Pasadena I was met by Bishop and Mr s. Reif snider at the Rail�
road station and was entertained at their new home over  night. Mrs. Thomas Fleming  
Jr. who had done so much for St. Mary's with her late hu sband gave me a welcome dinner  
that evening. The following day, Miss Anne Patton, a Board me mber of the National  
Council of Episcopal Church and sister of General George Patton of the Third Army  
invited me for a delicious luncheon with Miss Rebekha Hi bbard and Mrs. Scott Qpintin,  
the past and present Presidents of the Woman's Auxiliary of the Diocese, respectively,  
and Bishop and “ra. Reifsnider, as guests. Mrs. Quintin later in the afternoon drove  
me to the home of Father Douglas Stuart where I was given a nice room during my stay  
in Los Angeles. In Los Angeles, Bishop Stevens and Bishop Gooden, Cl ergy and Lay  
friends gave me a warm welcome. I was entertained at various times at dinners and teas.
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Dr. W. Charlmer Francis, Mrs. Catheryn Davis, Mrs. U. F. Stockton, Mr. and Mrs. Adam 
Baker, Mi ss Kellie Oliver, Mi ss Damber, Dr. Edwin Lewis, Rev. J. Donnel and a fe w 
other Clergy friends. Mi ss Edith Knapp who helped St. Mary’s so much for many years 
with Mr, and Mrs. David Allison, noted architect who designed St.  Mary's Church, gave 
me a nice dinner of welcome. Mrs. Thomas Fleming, Jr. gave me a farewell dinner w ith 
Mr. and Mrs. E. C. Barrett at the nAthenium" of California I nstitute of Technology, 
Pasadena. Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Booth, W.R.A. of Los Angeles District a nd other 
W.R.A. officers, Messrs. Van Korman, Ash, Walker (Jumble and Mr. Paul G. Robertson 
gave me various assistances in my survey of Souther n California.

San Francisco and Oakland. California

I left Los Angeles on May 10th. Visited San Francisco and the Bay Region. Saw  
Bishop Block, Dean Shires and other friends. Mi ss Harriet Yarrow who worked with me 
in the Chicago Unitea Mini stry, now working in the Friends Service Center in the 
former Japanese YWCA, kindly took me to many places . In Oakland I saw Rev. John 
Yamashita already hack from Evanston, Illinois who started the Methodist Hostel.
There I observed a marvelous thing done by Christia n people. The church building was 
converted to a Hostel to house the returnees. Hew w all paper was hung, floors were 
painted, beds were arranged, curtains were hung on every window, and kitchen tables, 
chairs and utensils were brought in. Ladies’ quarte rs upstairs and men's bedrooms 
downstairs were neatly furnished and ready to recei ve guests. This grand work was 
done by volunteer church groups of all denomination s: First Baptist Women’s Group, 
Firat Congregational Church of Berkeley, Winthrop G roup, Trinity Church Youth 
Group, Intei—Racial Group, Forth Brae Methodist Club, and Y MCA came on different 
days and washed windows, scrubbed floors, painted w oodwork, and put linoleum on the 
floor. Already 450 Japanese Americans have returned  and are happily resettled in the 
Bay Region.^ The University of California has alrea dy more than 20 students back and 
they were given part-time jobs in the school to hel p their finances.

In San Francisco Mr. Fred Ross, WRA Officer of the Bay Area, told me that in 
this area, contrary to Los Angeles where the CIO is  receiving Japanese Americans 
to its membership, the A  F of L has taken the initi ative and have voted to let 
Japanese Americans join the Cleaners and layers Uni on and welcomed them to resume their 
foimer work in the City. The Presbyterian Church op ened its church building for the 
use of the Hostel and the Methodists will soon be back there. Bishoj) Block wi ll 
call back Rev. Joe Tsukamoto at the proper time to do nIntegration Work" with the 
Cathedral as the center. Saw Dr. Gordon Chapman, Ex ecutive Secretary of the Western 
Commission. He told me of the agreement by the Comm ission that West Coast Christian 
program will be that of Integration, the same as it  is being carried on in the Mid - 
West and East with a very few exceptional cases. Th e Denomination Boards will not 
have the Japanese churches organized as racial chur ches. However, there are certain 
ministers who insist on the necessity of having suc h racial churches on the ground 
that Buddhist groups are going to organize their ow n churches. I hope all Christian 
churches would abide in the agreement they have com mitted themselves to.

Portland. Oregoh

In Portland, Oregon, Bishop Dagwell graciously met me at the station upon my 
arrival. He took me to his residence and after lunc heon and conference took me to 
see a returned Episcopal member and for a visit to some other returnees who operate 
hostels in the city. He has an integration program for the returning Japanese 
•American church people there.
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Seattle, Washington

In Seattle, Washington, Bishop Huston received me c ordially. I had a very 
profitable conference which familiarized me with th e Seattle situation. Several 
church members have returned and I was entertained at the  ̂home of Mr. and  Mrs. Herbert 
Yoshida who took me around the city. At the WRA Off ice, Mr. H arold Fistere, former* 
of the New York Office, who has done a very efficie nt job in his area for opening^ 
very difficult places for the returnees, was out on  his visit to the Hood River Bis 
trict which has received so much publicity for its Anti—Evacuee practices, such as 
erasing the Nisei Veterans Names from the Honor Rol l, etc. However, by the untiring 
efforts of Mr. Fistere and his staff officers, to my amazement,  there are today 18 
Japanese American families who returned to their fa rms there. They are now growing 
asparagus and shipping it to the market through the  Growers Association. These 18 
families represent a total of 70 individuals. This,  I think, is amazing news to th® 
public. Even in Kent, Washington, where there was a n Episcopal Mi ssion until 
evacuation and now reputed as one of the hot spots in the hortn—West, one Mr. Ikuta 
and his family came back and started farming. Kent has boycotted Japanese Americans^ 
with l,Not to sell and to bny. M Iku ta dared to come back in spite of strong opposition . 
As expected, he was visited by a man who told him t o get out of the place and 
threatened that some 50 Filipino boys were sharpeni ng knives to come to cut his 
throat. Ikuta notified the WRA and immediately sner iffs and FBI agents appeared on 
the scene and caught the man who threatened Ikuta, and quizzed him. When this man 
could not give facts and there was not much truth i n what he told Ikuta, the 
authorities told him that if anything should happen  in the district against returning 
Japanese Americans they would come back and he woul d be first man to be seized.

Ikuta has not had trouble since.
In this area  Messrs. George L. Townsend and E. Brice Steiding of WRA Office, 

Seattle, gave me valuable assistance. Housing prool em is as acute as anywhere else. 
Jobs for Nisei are almost inpossible to get except some low paying ones. Many p eople 
are of the opinion that these returnees arc entitle d to fair treatment as rightful 

Americans, yet they may face many, many hardships.

Spokane. Washington

Rev. Joe Tsukamoto, former Vicar of S.F. Christ Chu rch met me at the station.
I visited with him several returned church members,  mostly former members of St. 
Peters, Seattle, now resettled in Spokane. Joe Tsuk amoto has his center in the down* 
town office building where I gave a talk to 60 rese ttlers who gathered there for the 
Evening Service to hear me. There is a strong Methodist Church with Rev. Mr* Goto 
as Pastor. Since the resettlement movement was star ted, population of Japanese 
Americans increased from 300 to 1500, including 500  who work on the railroad. I 
missed Bishop Cross as he went to Seattle for celeb ration of Bishop Huston’s 
twentieth anniversary of Consecration as the Bishop  of Olympia.

Minn eapolis, Minn esota

In Minn eapolis, where I arrived on May 17th, I was met by Rev. Dai Kitagawa and 
had three busy days there, including a visit to Car leton College and address at the 
Minn eapolis Hostel on the evening of the 18th; attendin g Graduation Exercises of Fort 
Snelling Language School where the husband of our S t. Mary’s member, Sgt. Dick 
Furukawa, received a gold watch as an award for the  best soldier of the Graduating 
Class and T/5 George Suzuki, another member, receiv ed an award as the second best 
solider of the Graduating Class. Saw many of our ol d St. Mary’s hoys at Fort Snelling. 
On the 20th, being my 31st Anniversary of Ordinatio n to the Priesthood, I was glad 
that I was invited to Fort Snelling to celebrate th e Holy Communion at 8i00 a.m. in 
the old Fort Chapel. Sixty officers and soliders ca me to attend the service.
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Most of the soldiers had gone for furlough as the ter m ended on Saturday. Col. and 
Mrs, Cook and Majo r Paul Busch were the committee for the occasion an d I sincerely 
appreciated the privilege given to me. At 11:30 a.m . service at St. Mark’s Cathedral, 
Minn eapolis, Dean Deems kindly extended an invitation t o me to assist in the Service. 
The Dean Alden Kelley happened to he the preacher f or the day. Father Dai and myself 
assisted }n administering the Holy Communion. At 1: 00 p.m. there was a Baptismal 
Service for three children of former St. Mary’s members. Father Dai -baptized the 
twin children of Cpl. Iida and I baptized by specia l request a child of Sgt. and  Mrs. 
Arthur. $to. Sgt. Ito is now fighting in the Pacifi c with the US Army. At 4:00 p.m.
I gave a short greeting at the evening service cond ucted by Father Kitagawa at the 
Home for' the Aged in St. Paul. Then at 5:30 p.m. g ave a talk at the Resettlers 
Meeting which was held in the YWCA. I received on th e same day good news from the 
War Department that my son Lt. James Yamazaki was l iberated from a prison camp in 
Germany and is now with the US Army, is well and wi ll be sent back to the States 
before long. It was a very nice Anniversary Day alt ogether. I left Minn eapolis on 
Sunday by night train, arrived in Chicago Monday morning, May 2l st. Took train for 
Cincinnati in the afternoon and came back to Chicag o again on the 24th with Mrs. 
Yamazaki who had been staying with John and Margaret and grandson, Mark William.

SUMMARY OF MY SURVEY

- Housing shortage in the West Coast will prevent m any who desire to go back to their 
old homes. Those who own their homes may be able to  find some means to get them 
back with amicable and slow process.

- Difficulty in finding suitable jobs will equally be a check for the returnees.
- Farmers may be able to get back to their own farm s even though there are intimi�

dations and sporadic violence against them. So far,  about 30 such terrorisms have 
been reported in California and in other West Coast  areas, but each time authorities 
have acted quickly to prevent further spread of org anized violence. The shameful 
decision on the Doi Case in Auburn, Calif, was much  regretted.

- Since the Government is going to close the reloca tion centers by the end of this 
year and 55,000 or more who are still living in tho se centers must get out and go 
somewhere it is inevitable that a certain number of  the evacuees have to return to 
the West Coast.

- Although those who own their own properities are bound to return, at the same time I 
would like to point out to the people that there ar e many, many places east of the 
Rocky Mountains to go to and resettle where they will be rece ived with understanding 
if they have initiative to assimilate themselves to  the community life there.

- As to the sentiment against Japanese Americans, w e cannot argue and reason with 
certain people in war time. Now that the war is bei ng carried on with full force 
against Japan, we must realize the various implicat ions of war hysteria. With grace 
and patience we must continue to do our good work. However, the economic interest 
groups who take advantage of a critical world situa tion merely for their own selfish 
gains rather than for national interest continue to  present to the nation an unneces�
sary and costly problem. This is something which th e Church and the nation must check.

- I conclude this hastily made report from my brief  notes. After giving more thought 
to the entire trip and survey I may have to rewrite  it. However, may I jot down one 
closing story of my trip.

On my return trip from Spokane to Minn eapolis, a United States Navy Lieutenant 
had the upper berth of the Pullman section of which  I had the lower. He had just come 
back from the Pacific theater of the war against Ja pan. He was a most refined gentle�
man, although fresh from the bitter wars he had gon e through. He was so friendly and 
kind that I enjoyed his company immensely. At our p arting he gave me a souvenir which 
he brought home from the Phillipines. Would you say  that the returning soldiers and 
sailors feel bitter at the Japanese Americans who a re a part of America and as such 
have been loyal to the US and whose sons and brothe rs are fighting for her as faith�
fully as US soldiers? I would say an emphatic NO to  this. I may have over confidence 
in this matter, but I .an glad I have confidence in  America and American people.

* * * * * *
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GOVERNMENT POLICY TODAY AMD TOMORROW

1. The heroic conduct of the Nisei in the 100th Bat talion in Italy, 
and of the Nisei serving in the Pacific area has won special recogni�
tion from the War Department and public. The 1000 men in the 100th 
Battalion have made a record of awards of 3 Distinguis hed Service 
Crosses, 21 Bronze stars, 36 Silver stars and 900 Purple  Hearts.

2. The War Department in January 1944, showed its conf idence in the 
general loyalty of the Nisei by restoring their eli gibility to the 
selective service draft.

3. The speech of Sgt. Ben Kuroki, of Ploesti bombing fame, before the 
Commonwealth Club of San Francisco on February 4, 1944, received a 
tremendous ovation. His later broadcast over NBC was equal ly well 
received.

4. The War Department has for some months been allowing Nisei men in 
the armed forces to visit the West Coast on furlough, a nd nont of them 
have suffered violence or serious trouble at the hands of w hite resi�
dents.

5. No proven cases of espionage or sabotage, have been rec orded on the 
part of the 21,000 evacuees released for resettleme nt, nor against any 
of the 20,000 unevacuatea persons of Japanese extra ction living beyond 
the Sierras.

6* The transfer of the War Relocation Authority to the Department of 
the Interior, and Secretary lakes1 staunch defense of its record have 
apparently weakened the attacks upon the WRA. Secretar y Ickes has em�
phasized the constitutional rights of American citi zens of Japanese 
ancestry.

7. All cases involving actual or possible disloyalty (except cases of 
Japanese interned aliens) have been disposed of by sending  persons 
concerned to Tule Lake. The active trouble makers in that center are •* 
being held in a specified area separate from the rema ining 18,000,who 
are shewing an orderly and cooperative spirit.

8« The Farm Security Administration has recently anno unced that it 
will make farm loans to Nisei evacutes who relocate on  the same basis 
as to any other citizen. Their lack of funds is one of the chief ob�
stacles to resettling some 60,000 evacuees still in th e Relocation 
Centers. p

9. No Court decision has yet been made to determine the constitution�
ality or unconstitutionality of ordinances adopted by some West Coast 
Boards of Supervisors, shortly after Pearl Harbor, in an attempt to 
prevent any eventual return of farmers of Japanese a ncestry to the 
evacuated area.

10. Attorney General Biddle, in reply to inquiries by  the House Com�
mittee on Immigration as to his opinion of proposed leg islation wrpte 
February 8, 1944:

!T0n the basis of exhaustive investigations conducted by 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation, I have found that inter nal 
security requiied the internment of fewer than 2,00 0 Japanese 
aliens in the continental United States, and I am informe d that



only about 700 Japanese aliens have been internet by the V
commanding general in the Territory of Hawaii .... A large
proportion of the Japanese aliens in this country are law- 
abiding and loyal to the United states. They came here many  
years ago, in accordance with our laws and have raise d fami�
lies composed of citizens of the United States. Compuls ory 
deportation of all Japanese nationals at the termina tion of 
hostilities appears to me to be objectionable.... .Moreover, 
exile, which is what the deportation of such (citizens of  
Japanese ancestry) would constitute, is entirely fo reign to 

■ our constitutional history. I do no'c know of any  way in 
which the exile of citizens of the United States ca n be re�
conciled with the principles for which we are fighting  this war.”

11. Secretary Stimsqn’.s statement of January 1943,  that T,It is the in�
herent right of. every faithful citizen, regardless of ancestry, to 
bear.arms in the nation’s battle” , was amplified by the  California 
State Commander or the American Legion, on February 1 5, 1944 in 
these words:

’’Numerous persons of Japanese ancestry are now servi ng with 
the armed forces of our country on the battle fronts , and ac�
cording to all reports, are serving valiantly and wel l . .....
Every person good enough to fight for us is entitle d to our 
respect and equal protection unaer our constitution .”

IE. Admiral Nimitz declared last June at the University of California 
that all danger of an invasion in force of the West C oast had passed 
although he and General Emrnons have recently stated that n uisance 
raids were still to be expected. The ’’military nece ssity” arising 
from danger of invasion was the reason given by the Ar my for the pol�
icy of exclusion of all persons of Japanese ancestr y from the ’West 
Coast.

The Army ’s judgment in 194E that military necessity requi red eva�
cuation was generally accepted upon the West Coast.  If it be a fact 
that such military necessity no longer exists, and if the War  Depart�
ment will state that fact now, such statement will go a long way to 
remove apprehensions aroused by the action taken by  the Army in 1942, 
and will thus remove one of the chief obstacles to the  restoration of 
the constitutional rights of the evacuees. An author itative and de�
finite statement on the subject by the Department o f War will enable 
the large number of Californians who are interested in the se consti�
tutional rights to assert and defend them without d anger of being met 
with the argument, whether made in good or bad faith, th at they are 
not supporting the department of the government which is best informed 
on questions of.national security and which originall y ordered evacu�
ation on that ground.

-— oooOOOooo--

Pacific Coast Committee on American Principles and Fa ir Play

EE34 Telegraph -ave. 
Berkeley 4, Calif.

465 California St.
San Francisco, Calif.
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WAR DEPARTMENT VIEWS ON JAPANESE RETURNING TO PACIFIC COAST

(L etter from Assistant Secretary of War John J. MeCloy to William G. 

Merchant, President of the Down Town Association of San Francisco)

’’The Secretary of War has asked me to acknowledge your letter to 
him of May 26 , on the cuestión of the return of certain Japanese  evacuees 
to the West Coast* This will also acknowledge your letter to General 
Marshall on the same subject*

"In view of your expressions I feel it only fair to  give you some 
information as to the War Department*s policies in regard to the people 

of Japanese descent in California and elsewhere on the West Coast.

"The War Department participated in and is responsi ble for the de�
cision to move the Japanese descended people of the  West Coast on mili�
tary grounds and the suggestion that the views of t he department and of 
General DeWitt are at variance on any important par ticulars is entirely 
false. The War Department is aware that many of the  evacuees, both citi�
zens and aliens, áre disloyal and in some instances  even potentially 
dangerous.

"On the other hánd, it is just as clear even after the experiences 
they have gone through that many of these people ar e entirely loyal to 
the United States/ These people are still going thr ough a rather severe 
test of their loyáíty# and steps are being taken wh ich should give us far 
greater informatíóñ on this subject than we have ev er had in the past.

"It seems entirely unnecessary and unjust to retain  loyal citizens 
and others in restrictive custody when they could d o their part toward the 
war effort.

"The War Department policy, therefore, is to afford  to loyal Japanese 
every opportunity to make their contribution. This they have asked for, 
and it is not proposed, when they have demonstrated  loyalty and adherence 
to this country, to prohibit them from doing their part.

"In line with this policy, the War Department on Ja nuary 28 
announced its plan to organize a Japanese American unit for combat service. 
The personnel of this unit are all volunteers, and each individual has 
been carefully scrutinized as to loyalty and cleare d for service in the 
Army.

"1 think they will prove tp be a Peal military asse t to the country. 
Once they have taken the oath of a soldier and have  been placed in uniform, 
these soldiers are to be accorded the privileges ex tended te any other 
soldiers in the Amy,. This includes thé privilege o f returning on furlough 
to any part of the United States he desires*.

(-«ver)



’’Certainly your organization would not feel that these p eople who 
have volunteered to face the enemy in battle should not be accorded this 
privilege and opportunity.

’’There are very few individuals who will be covered by such regu�
lations but the Army in any case must and will afford its soldiers equal 
treatment. Such steps have been taken after consideration by the An ny 
and in the light of advice from many officers who are entirely f amiliar 
with the Japanese, their language and their country.

"I am no expert on Japanese matters, but I am in a position where, 
from time to time, X see absolutely unmistakable evidence  of loyalty to 
this country and hatred for the Japanese military system on the part of 
many of those of Japanese descent in this country. Such loyalty  has been 
evidenced in many cases in the face of physical beatings and oth er duress.

nThe department is aware of the attitude of many people on the V»e st 
Coast; the danger to the Japanese themselves, etc., which might result 
from a sudden letting down of the bars, but the War Depart ment is merely 
charged with the military security of the country. The reloca tion of the 
Japanese is a social and national problem and only to the extent that it 
really affects our military security does the War Department  presume to 
express any opinions on the subject.

"It is my hope that organizations similar to yours will give care�
ful thought to the problem and lend their efforts to a sensible and 
fair solution of it. California and the other Western Defense states 
must certainly share in the solution.

"While the War department does support a recognition of the loyalty 
of many Japanese Americans, it retains its prime consideration for the 
security of not only our coasts but of all expeditionary forces. There 
is no immediate plan to return for residence on the coast of any large 
number of evacuees. There are certain mixed marriage cases that after 
proper screening probably will be handled on an individual b asis with 
a view of correcting an unnedessary separation of man and wife.

"There may be certain other steps taken to alleviate hardships 

in individual cases or to recognize the full responsibility of the co un�
try to a soldier in uniform, but this is all for the moment we ar e con�
sidering so far as réintroduction of Japanese American citizens into t he 
Western defense Command is concerned.

"I hope these facts will give you an understanding of the War depart- 
ment* s attitude in the matter and will afford to you an opportun ity to 
explore the matter further if you so desire."
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Special trains are scheduled as follows:

One train load will depart on Sept» 5, with the Centra l Valley of Califcrnia  
as its destination*

One train load will depart on September 12 for the San D iego and Los Angeles  
districts*

One train load *111 depart on September 19, for the Wats onville-Salinas  
districts*

One train load will depart on September £6 aith spec ial cars to be sent to  
various parts of California depending upon the point of  origin of the people  
concerned*

At the present time, the families in camps 2 &  3 are bei ng revieaed and train  
lists are being prepared to send all families back to the communi ties ahere  
they lived prior to evacuation*

There sill undoubtedly be some families aho do not aish to r eturn there and  
they aill have an opportunity to choose another destina tion aithln certain  
time limits* Each family aill be officially notified as far in advance of  
their departure as possible. Upon receipt of such notif ication they should  
report to the relocation office ahere assistance aill be given them in  
aorking out the problems of departure*

It is exceedingly important that the Relocation advisor s be able to give  
individual attention to each family in completing thei r relocation plans*  
Therefore, all residents of camps 2 &  3 are urged not to postpone their  
departure until the special train movements, but to go imme diately to the  
Relocation offices in order to make maximum use of the t ime available*

At the same time, as the special train loads are being organized  on the  
projects, the Relocation offices in the different districts in Cal ifornia  
*111 be notified of the number of people arriving and the problems which  
each family has* Thus the communities with their organiz ations and facilities  
will be mobilized to assist in the care of the arriving families*  This  
will be done in order to avert difficult housing situation s and hardships,  
which might possibly result to the families moving if advan ced preparation  
was not made* Persons desiring to go to destinations o ther than their  
point of origin, may do so* Residents are particularly urge d to seriously  
consider the opportunities offered by the Wilson planta tion in Arkansas  
and other opportunities in various parts of the country and make a decision  
at the earliest possible date* Special cars and buses bound for all parts  
of the country will continue to accomodate departing families*

D* Mills

Poston August 6, 1945



T ì k T  ROUTING SLIP

H foJJ ~
Mrs.  R a y m o n d  B o o t h

FOR^
4��B/64% �� � � � � � � 	 � � �� � � � �

BF�%."� �%F4-F GF�F--4B.� 4&&FG&>/G

-FF��F"� �%F4-F BF&HBGFI� 4-� BFJHF-&FI

./HB� ->KG4&HBF >G6F-&>K4&F�4GI� BF�/B&

G/&F� 4GI� #>%F >��FI>4&F� 4�&>/G� IF->BFI

G/&F�4GI�BF&HBG BF4I� 4GI� IF-&B/.

./HB� �/��FG&- �BF�4BF� #/B� �F

�/BF�IF&4>%- IB4#&� /#� -HKKF-&FI� BF�%.

4I6>-F"� �%F4-F >G>&>4%�4GI� #/B@4BI

BF�4B�-A

*'3,  Tyne l l  r e q u e s t e d  that  

f f L s  l i s t  o f  h o s te l s  c o n �
f i n i n g  the a pp rox ima te  

capac i t y  o f  e ach  be sent  

to  you.

I4&F #B/�

11/16/45 W R A



August ?, 1945

The assistant advisors sill not include on these special trains any  
families nho are dependent, for shorn satisfactory arrangement s have not  
been made; neither sill families sho have an excludee o r detainee member  
be included*

In the w e n t  that a family does not respond to the project dir ectors memo  
sithin three days it must be assumed that the family sill ret urn to their  
place of legal residence* The assistant advisor sill pro ceed as follows:

a) Contact the appropriate property office to arrange for t he 
delivery of ten boxes to the family.

b) Notify the internal Security section sho sill escort the family  
head to the relocation office, ahere the assistant advisor sil l  
explain to him that if he does not apply for assistance the  
family sill be considered eligible for only a transpor tation  
grant to their place of legal residence* Parsons desig nated for  
departure on Sept* 5, shall be given until August 18 to ehoo se  
their destination*

Persons designated for departure on Sept* 12, shall be gi ven  
until August 25 to choose their destination*

Persons designated for departure on Sept* 19, shall be giv en  
until Sept* 1, to choose their destination*

Persons designated for departure on Sept* 24, shall be giv en  
until Sept* 11, to chose their destination*

Mr* Carter,  
Relocation Officer
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w a r  r e l o c a t i o n  a u t h o r i t y  
���� South Broadway 

Los Angeles 15, C a lif o r n ia

SERVICES FOR WSN ARRIVALS IN LOS ANGELES

Hostels in Los Angeles_Area

A  ta n g ib le  exp ressio n  o f h o s p it a lit y  f o r  the evacuees re )  

tu rn in g  to  tiie  Los Angeles Area i s  evidenced in  the number �� hos�
t e ls  ocened s in ce  February, 1945) S ch o o ls ,  churches, P r iv a te  
homes and in s t it u t io n s  have been converted in to  temporary housing 
cen ters by church groups, in d iv id u a ls  and evacuee p ro perty owners 
l iv in g  in  the d is t r ic t .  WRA has g iven  c lo se  co o peratio n ,  when 
needed and requested, to  the h o s te l sponsors in  making a v a ila b le  
e s s e n t ia l equipment (beds, m attresses,  b lan ke ts ,  e t c . )  on a lo an

basis.

Hostel sponsors and directors have formed an associ ation 
which meets regularly to discuss common purposes and plans af�
fecting the welfare of guests and efficient administra tion.

Plan of Operation

The inexpensive accommodations 
able at the hostels are made possible 
work plan. Each guest is expected to 
care of his own room, helping to^care 
dishes, doing laundry and preparing me 
if each guest spends an average of thi 
in helping, the work of the hostel can 
due hardship on any individual.

Cost

Uniform rates have been established by members of t he hos�
tel association for each person as follows:

and numerous services avail- 
because of a cooperative 
share in the work by taking 
for dormitories, washing 
als. It is estimated that 
rty to forty minutes a day 

be carried out without un-

For first ten days 
After ten days 
Children 
Employed persons

$1.00
1.50

.50
2 .00

When meal service is not furnished by the hostel, rate s are

First ten days  
After ten days  
Employed persons

.50

.75
1.00

Each guest is asked to bring his own sheets, pillowcase s 
and towels. A  charge of twenty-five cents is made for tho se who 
find it impossible to bring their own sheets.
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Ration Points

Ration points for food will be collected in proportio n 
to the number of days a guest stays in the hostel. Ratio n books 
should be obtained in the center whether for Terminal D eparture 
or Short Term Pass.

Length of Stay in Hostels

This is determined by the real needs of guests in investi�
gating and securing employment and housing, and, at tending to 
other matters of business. Consideration for those who are on  ̂
the hostel waiting list should limit the stay of guests t o a mini�
mum period. Single persons should plan to secure acc ommodations 
at hotels or rooming houses if financially able to d o so, as soon 
as employment is secured.

Reservations

Requests for hostel accommodations should be sent dir ectly 
to hostels rather than through the WRA district offic es. Re�
quests should be received at the hostel at least one we ek in ad�
vance of departure froxa the center in order that hostel  directors 
may confirm or refuse reservations by letter or tele gram. If 
sent on shorter notice, the answer may be by telegram collect . 
Efforts will be made to find space at other hostels in the event 
that the hostel addressed is full.

Hospitality Committee

A  committee, organized by the Congregational Conferenc e 
and civic groups, will meet special buses and trains w hen ad�
vance notice has been sent by the Project Director to the  WRA 
office in Los Angeles. The committee does not provide  trans�
portation but taxis and public carriers^are available  to local 
destinations. In the event of emergencies or very late arrivals, 
the Travelers Aid Office in bus and railroad stations s hould bo 
contacted. The Station Master or police oificers will be help�
ful in obtaining information or other services.

Hostels and Other Rooming Accommodations

Attached is a list of hostels now in operation in the 
Los Angelos area. Names of other hostels will be sent as soo n 
as opening dates are announced. Also attached is a parti al 
list of hotels and furnished rooms available to per sons of 
Japanese ancestry. This does not mean a recommendation  by WRA, 
but is merely a partial list made for the informati on and con�
venience of new arrivals.

IA-WRA-7-24-45



¿ijaprox*
Capacity

(35) Baptist Hostel *• 
Sponsor

Birector 
Public Transp,

HOSTEL DIRECTORY
L �� A n g e les  A r e a  9 /27 /45

l'ole phone

• 1201 E, Fi rs t  3t, , L. A. Riron-e A  N'ì %  fi* *■ / ù>
M.A. B a p t i s t  - nf
C i t y  Mi ss ionary  
M r • S • Amano  

M  Car  to F  C a r  off at  
M i s s i on

(30) Baptist Hostel,. 
Sponsor

Director 
Public Transp,

.2923 E. 2nd St., UÁ. ìte-Phena Á ^ /
L.À.  Baptist - n l
City M i ssionary 
Mr. ¡ �. Amano 
N Car to F Ca t  off at 
Evergreen

(3B) Beloit Hostel ....,2138 $• Beloit AVfc*/tf.L#A . AR 9*3978 
Sponsor Church of Mew Life
..Director Rev. T. Twanaga
Public Transp. N Car to j? Car to Olympic

Bus - or * Bay City or 
Santa Moni ca Bus to 
Sawtelle Blvd.

(25) Buddhist Hostel#* *. 
Sponsor 
Directors

Public Transp*

1336 W# 36th Place, L.A. 
Buddhist Committee in L. a . 
Rey. J . Coldwater 
Rev, êc Mrs. K# Imamura 
N Car to J Car off at 
Normand io

PA 9313

<lö) Christian Hostel 
Sponsor

Director 
Publio Transp.

.827 2. 21»1 3 t ♦1 L, A* No Phone
Local 8 ̂ • Da1. Christ*
Mi ssionary Sac.
Rev, PC. H�	���

N Car to 8 Car off at 2l$t &t.

El Mopte Hostel. 
Sponsor 
Director 
Public Transp*

#321 8* Meehar* St. * El Monte No Phone 
liethod ist Church 
Rev, dotaro Ychbi 
P,E, Bys to El Monte

(12 )

(100)

East Adams Hostel 
Spans or 
Director 
Public Transp,

,#711 E« Adáme St., L. a *
East Adams Hostel Committee 
Mr, T# H# Abe
N Car to 8 Car off at Adams

PR 7-9402

Evergreen Hostel#,,506 N, Evergreen Ave,. L, A.AN 5373 
Sponsors Presbyterian Church
_. Am, Friends Service Committee
Directors Mi ss Esther Rhoads

Rev# S# Kowta
Public Transp. B Car North bound to end of

lina

*N 0252



«pp rox ,  
a p a ci ty

9 /27 /45

Te lephone

(20) F o u r t h  S t ree t  H o s t e l . . . 459  E. F o u r t h  St, ,Lw*.  MI  300 4  
Sponso r  Fou r th  St. Hos te l

Commi t tee
D i r e c t o r  Mr. K. Sh imada
Publ ic  Transp.  N  Car  to F Car  -

off at San  Pedro

(70) Gardena  H o s t e l ....... . .1425 W. 166 th  S t ; , G a r d e n a  No Phone
S p o n s o r  Gardena  B u d d h i s t  C h u r c h
D i r e c t o r s  Rev. T. M iu ra

Mr. S. K i s h ima
Pub l ic  Transp. Bus  at 1014 S. H i l l  to

Gardena

(30) H o l i n e s s  C h u r c h  H o s t e l . 1777 W. 3 5 t h  Place, L.i *. RO  2425 
S p o n s o r  Ho l i ness  C h u r c h
D i r e c t o r  Rev. George Yah i ro
Pub l i c  Transp. N  Car  to J C a r  off at

St, And rews

342 E. F i r s t  S t . , L. MU 2407
K o y asan  Be tsu in  
Rev. Ryosho  Sogabe 
Rev, 3, Yasui  
N  C a r  to P Car - off at 
S an  Pedro

(90) Me t hod i s t  H o s t e l ..... * .3500 3. No rmand ie ,  L.^. pA  9238 - R O  847 0
S p o n s o r  Method is t  C h u r c h
D i r e c t o r s  Dr. Wende l l  M i l l e r

R e v . Yamaha
Publ ic  Transp. N Car to J Car  - off

at No r m a n d i e

2800 D. Th i rd  3t.,L.*», Ä N  2 -7886 
N i c h i r en  B u d d h i s t  Chu rch  
Rev. J. I sh iha ra  
N  Car  to F Car  - off at 

S a r a toga

(70) N ish i  H o n g wan j i  H o s t e l . 119 N. Cen t ra l  <;ve., L .h. Ma 5657 
Spon so r  N ish i  Hongwan j i  Buddh i s t

C h u r c h
D i r e c t o r  Mr. M. S a h a m o t o
Publ ic  Transp.  N  Car  to P Car  - off at

L lameda

(30) N i c h i r e n  Hoste l .  
Sponso r  
D i r e c t o r  
Pub l ic  Transp.

(75) K o y a s a n  Temple. .  
Sponso r  

D i r e c t o r s

Publ ic  Transp.

(12) Pasadena  Hoste l .  

S p o n s o r  

D i r e c t o r s  

Pub l i c  Transp.

301 K e n s i n g t o n  Place, 

Pasadena
A m e r i c a n  F r iends  
Serv.  Commi t tee  
Mi ss  S a rah  F i e l d  
Mi ss  Kate Fann ing  

Pasadena  Shor t  L ine - 
P.E. S t a t i o n

S Y  2 -1790  
S Y  2 -1812

S Y  2 - 9625



% 1 ", V
approx- 

Ca paci ty

(20) Un itarian Hostel 
Sponsor 
Director 
Public Transp.

9/27/45
Telephone

.2936 W. Eighth 3t.,L./4* EX 1356
First Unitarian Church 
Mr. J. Kobayashi 
N Car Westbound to Vermont

(75) Venice Hostel...

Spons or 
Directors 
Public Transp.

'(35) Zcnshuji Hostel 
Sponsor 
Director 
Public Transp.

.12448 Braddock Drive,Venice S^NT<i MONICA
7-2037

Free Methodist Church 
Rev. & Mrs. Clyde J. Burnett 
Venice Car to Centinella - 
Culver City or Del Ray Bus 
at 4th and Olive

123 So. Hewitt St., L. No Phone
Hokube izan Zenshuji 
Mr • Frank Kuwahara 
N Car to P Car - off at 
flameda

(75) Higashi Hongwanji

s e . • » •. .... .  118 N » Mo tt 3 1 . , L. W • No Phtrne A  f\Z~ iT”6
¿sponsor Higashi Hongwanji Church
Director Rev. K* Izuhara
Public Transp. N Car to p Car - off at

Mot t  S t ree t

iransportation, as indicated above, 
from the Los Zngeles Union Station.

is available directly



11/1/45

ápprox-
Capacity

(30) First Street Hostel* 
Spons or 
Director 
Transportation

(50) San Fernando Hostel, 
Spons or 
Director 
Public Transp.

Telephone

3lô|. E. First St. No Phone
1st St* Hostel Comm.
Mrs. Kaneko 
N Car to P Car off 
at San Pedro

1335 Woodworth No Phone
San Fernando Host.Comm.
Mr. & Miss. Maruyama 
San Fernando bus 
6th and Main

(25) Ea st Washington Hostel, 517 E. Washington PH 7-9357 
Sponsor E. Washington Host.Comm.
Director Mrs- Fujiami^ Mr. Ikeda
Transportation N Car to H Car off at

Washington

(125) Toyo Hostel, 233Ì E 
Sponsor 
Director 
Public Transp.

First Street 
Toyo Hostel Committee 
Mr. & Mrs. Y amahiro 
N Car to P Car off at 
San Pedro

Má 3323

(5Q) Mon tebello Hostel, 1113 S* Mapl e iive*,
Montebello No Phone

Sponsor Bio Hondo Institution
Director Mr. Johnny Naydo
Public Transp. N Car to R Car to end of

line. Take Montebello Bus.

(30) Glendale Hostel,

Sponsor 
Director 
Public Transp.

317 South Palmer St.,
Glendale No Phone
Mikuni Ch ristian Churoh
Rev. Seiya Sakai
San Fernando Bus from
6th & Main* Off a t Palmer.

(30) Miyako Ho stel, 258 
Sponsor 
Directors 
Public Transp.

East First Street No Phone
Miyako Ho stel Committee 
Mrs. Iwaki and Mr. Ishikawa 
N Car to P Car off at 
San Pedro.

(40) Santa Moni ca Hostel,

Sponsor 
Director 
Public Transp.

1824 - 16th S t . ,
Santa Moni ca No Phone
Free Methodist Church 
Rev. and Mrs. Burnett 
Santa Moni ca Bus 5th &
Hill

(30) West Los angeles

Sponsor 
Di rector 
Public Transp.

Hostel, 1913 Purdue St.,
West Los ángeles No Phone
L.iil. Mission Board & Ext-Serv. 
Rev- Kuwano
N Car to P Car to ¡end of line. 
Then take II-Los ángeles bus.


