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PM. Hello

RW. Hello, Is this P j X jl / w VM'I a //* p H  ̂  
l°A\, >
PM. I*m Professor Rosalie Wax, and I don’t know whe ther Mr. X \ d t ~  

talked to you about me. I had lived in Tule Lake Ce nter... 

PM. Yeah? (very interested) Is that right!

RW. And I was the one person who went in and walked  around and 

talked to people all the time.

PM. Oh! (¡laughs)

RW• And•••

PM. Is that right! And you're here now in St. Louis ?

RW. And I'm now in 3t. Louis and the Rockefeller Fo undation - 

they have given me a little money and they have ask ed me if 

I would talk to any people who were in Tule Lake.

PM. Yes.

RW. And see, you know, about their human feelings..

PM. Yes?

RW. And how the whole evacuation affected them, and  how they are

»■ >
doing now. And I wonder if you'd be willing.

PM. Surely!

RW. You have time now?

PM. Oh yes!

RW. Oh great. Well, we will go ahead and if you get  tired or if 

you want to stop, you let me know.

PM. Oh yes. Where are you now?

RW. I'm at home. I'm living in St. Louis.

PM. St. Louis?

RW. Yes.

PM. Where?
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RW. I live 60l  Westmoreland, right near the University.

PM. Yes, yes, Washington University.

RW. Yes. I am a retired professor.

PM. Oh? (surprised) I see..

RW. And I was 31, 32 in the camps.

PM. Oh?

RW. And I think what Mr. said, you were a couple of  years

older.

PM. Which Mr. T ?

RW • "3T i »

PM. Oh, ^

RW. Yes.
C

PM. Oh yes, I am much older than *

RW. Yes.

PM. Laughs.

RW. You are older than me. (laughs).

PM. Yes, yes.

RW. ___  (?) with respect

PM. I'm a retired man. (laughs)

RW. I'll be 70 next month.

PM. I'm 7^ already.

RW. Oh yeah.

PM. Yes

RW. I'll ask you some questions and you don't have to answer 

them if you do not want to, and you can say just wh at you 

please if you like.

P.M Surely..

RW. First, I would like to know a little about your  life before 

Pearl Harbor struck and what you were doing.

PM. Surely.
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PM.

RW.

PM.

RW.

PM.

RW.

PM.

RW. 

PM. 

RW. 

PM.

RW.

PM.

RW.

PM.

RW.

PM.

RW.

PM.

RW.

PM.

RW.

Well, I was wanting to interview you over the phone .

Oh, I see.•

I have a recorder.

Oh, I see.. Well, I was teaching in Sacramento, Cal ifornia. 

You were living in Sacramento?

Yes, I was teaching in Sacramento, California,in th e Japanese 

Language School.

Oh, you were a language school teacher?

Yes. And I was there about a year and a half to 2 y ears.

Yes. Hm,- Hnw,,

And, then Pearl Harbor, they evacuated to Walaga, 

then. •. To Tule Lake

Which was the one you were evacuated to?

Malaga* Walaga

is just a miles from Sacramento. That's, I think an  

Assembly center.

That was the Assembly center they sent you to?

And bould you tell me a little about what^before al l this 

struck, what your hopes were for the future; what y ou planned 

to do, you know, with your life?

Well, before the war?

Yes, before the war.

Well, I came from Japan as an exchange student.

I see. ••

And I studied in Colorado and I went to NYU••.

Yes •

PM was teaching a Sakura Gakuen

of Sacramento.

RW. Yes.



PM. And I was teaching a Qhu Jo Jka Middle school.

RW. Yes.. And..

PM. And I was planning to go back to Japan in, end of 1941 or

RW. Yes. So you were/*.

PM. Well, I spent nearly 3i years in Tule Lake.

RW. Gee, that's a long time.

PM. Well, I was an exchange student you know. I cou ld not get 

out from there•••

RW. Yes.

PM. Pbr that reason.

RW. Irijli) T rnmnni_> I was going to ask would you  mind telling me 

when you were born. I assume you were born in Japan ?

PM. Oh yes, naturally.

RW. And your birth date?

PM. February 15» 1907. (hesitates)

RW. 1907? Great, I'll just get that down and...

P.M. And I finished grammar school, high school and  college in 

Japan.

RW. In Japan? And then you came as an exchange stud ent to the 

United States?

PM. Right 7 right*

RW. And then you were teaching Japanese school in S acramento?

PM. Yes. yes,

RW. ....I'll tell you this one, you can judge. Can you tell me 

how you felt when you heard the government announce ment that 

the Japanese American people were ordered to leave their 

homes and report to the Itssembly Centers?

PM. Well, after all it was war time, you know.... t he country

'42, and then the war start and (laughs) 

to return o t c k k  Japan.

j£t was impossible

and the people and everybody^ & &  not 

Yes • •

they're 
&& not normal

RW.
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PM.

RW.

PM.

RW.

PM.

RW.

PM.

RW.

PM.

RW.

PM.

RW.

PM.

RW.

PM.

RW.

PM.

RW.

PM.

RW.

PM.

RW.

PM.

RW.

Well,I have complained, but I can't help that..

You can't help that*.

Yes, well, many American people ask me here in St. Louis, 

we are very sorry; how was the treatment and so and  so, 

you know?

Yes.

Well, I didn't say much. We were ̂
to intern
in the United States.

If I was in Manchuria or Siberia, I.had miserable t ime..
(S

I have a friend who lost his life in Siberia* £ o , but , well, 

after all, that is war time, you know, not normal t imes.

Yes, it could be worse. irogh w H

Yes, yes (laughs) but complain (laughs) *

I see, so ¡̂hen you went to the Assembly Center all  by yourself, 

I guess••

••.with my wife.

Oh, you were married?

Oh yes, I was married in 19^1»
7

You were married in 19^1* Did you have any children .

Yes, my son was born in Tule Lake.

Your son was b o m  in Tule Lake.

Yes, and you know, he finished Colorado and got a M asters 

from UCLA. Then went into the United States Army.

He went where?

Where? He was in the Army.

Oh, he went into the Army?

Yes, he was in the Army and stayed 4 years; came ou t as a 

Captain.

This was in / iSeKo r  e an War?

No, no, Vietnam!

Vietnam.

Yes.

Excuse me, I... (laughs) I'm not as young as I use to be..



6

RW. Your son was in Vietnam.

PM. My son was in Vietnam, Korea, Okinawa, Taiwan, Phillipines, 

all over! He is a camera man; he took a lot or docu mentary 

films for the army; because he studied graphic desi gn in 

UCLA.

RW. What kind of design?

PM. Graphic, graphic design.

RW. He took many films in Vietnam?

PM. Yes, he got a lot of citations from the Army, n avy and air

force. He made a lot of good film; and he is a film  producer 

» now in Washington, D.C.
yus t

RW. /̂ jtfonderful I

PM. Yes, commercial film.

RW. Well, then would I be right in saying you didn’ t find the 

anB+mblyi*. l i f e  in the Assembly ¿enters too hard?

PM. Well, Assembly Center was really bad place; ver y bad place; 

toilet system and mess hall..

RW. What system?

PM. Toilet, you know, and bathroom system was so ba d in assembly 

center.

RW. Yes.

PM. Oh, my wife could not go to the toilet for 3 da ys, (laughs)

nw» (Kfupw')
Oh,

PM. /-That's terrible...

RW. I can well... toilets weren't even., well even in the Relocation 

Centers, but...

PM. Relocation Renters were much better than As sem bly Center.

RW. Assembly tenter was very bad.. , *

PM. Yes.

RW. Let's see, DfMff. The question# was how did you  manage to cope 

with this experience; how was it that your wife fin ally went 

to the toilet (laughs).



PM. Well, she couldn’t go but after a while... you gotta go!

(laughs)

RW. You gotta go (laughs) Good for you. To what (Re location 

Renter did they send you?

PM. What?

RW. To what Relocation from the Assembly Center....

PM. Assembly center^then Tule Lake.

RW. And so you were an did, what they call an Qld T ulean..

You were there all the time.

PM. Yes, all the time.

RW. Can you remember how you felt when you were tol d -that you 

were going to be sent to Tule Lake?

PM. Well, yes, they told me to go to Tule Lake, som eplace near 

California and Oregon border line.

RW. And f j

supervisor.•

RW. Oh. -<

PM. That ’s three jobs I did. Block manager, Co-op t reasurer, 

then community activities supervisor.

RW. Yes, it was very responsible work..

PM. Yes, very interesting and (laughs) I learned a lot of things.

RW. Kept you occupied.

RW. Well, I could ask, which experiences in Tule La ke do you 

recall most strongly?

PM. Well, I have a very pro-Japanese I sse iPg f r  Japa tte cm»*'!« a 
criticize#

/  and I had a little hard time, because I told thos e Nis^eis, 

you know, young people, if you have the chance)- go  to 

school or get out from camp and go to school. But t hat». ►  

everybody thought I was telling all young people, y ou know, 

get out from the camps and go to school and all the  Issei 

people said, ’’you are a leader of this camp, why.. .

PM. And, I was my job as block manager.,

s what?

PM. Block manager.Manager of each block.. Then next , I took

treasurer of Co-op. Then I was Community Activities  direc

you



FOOTNOTE p . ft  8.

1. I «uggest that What Mr, lida is t^ing to tell ne  is that s.ne ..pre_Jap_ 

aaese W "  were iwplyihg that

he were »true Japanese» he would not be te advising  young people t. 

leave the camp and go t© school.
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PM.

shouldn't say such things, you know., accusf m g  me you 

* even
are Japanese? (laughs) They come in the evenings,

to my place., they would.. I had a hard time... but  I 

had to tell the truth for the young people, you kno w. It's 

old people like you, it's all right? but young peop le,

19, 20 young people, they have a chance for a big f uture.

RW. This is very interesting. Of course, you were t hen a

young man and you weren't afraid that they were goi ng to beat 

you up like•.

PM. No, no, they were all my friends, you know. Wel l, if you

o
have a chanc\ I recommend to get out of camp and go  to 

school. That's all., the Issei people got mad at me ..

(laughs)

RW. Not only that....

PM. I I l lxi^iSt i^the truth..

RW. There were these Segregationists, how do you sa y in 

Japanese - Haatetetan- -

PM. I was at that time, you know, at the/\sSgagatio « time, I was

an interpreter of someone, they can explain that, y ou know.

But, I just said Yes and No answer. Not No, No.

RW. Oh, you were a Yes and No.- yes

And how did you feel about the military questionnai re?
I

PM. Well, they shouldn't ask that question in the f irst place,

you know. That is wrong. They shouldn't ask that

question. We were in camp.. I think the question is  wrong,

but I answered? everyone had to answer? but I!m not  
Such

interested in questionnaire.

RW. Yes, I see. Well, maybe I could ask you..Lots a nd lots 

of thinks happened in Tule Lake while we were there ...

PM. Yes, yes.
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y

RW. Anything today...

RM. I tell you something new. /How long were you th ere in 

Tule Lake?

RW. Well, I first., when I went to work for the Uni versity of

CaliforniavStudy, you know, I was first in^ i la;  then I

m tp Q o m e friends there wh<5^hBds*^e#ben segregated*/and*I

visited in Tule Lake in early 19^4 and I came and l ived

there from May, 19*J4 until a whole year later.

Well, do you know some^in#*toioc where 6©-op was ge neral

M a n a g e r . . somebody assassinate. .kill..

I certainly.. not only that but before he was kille d there

were a lot of people beaten up* because they were s uppose 
| YM*  ̂ '

to be ̂ mftimand then... ' M r .

PM.

RW.

PM* M r * N  ntv^*he was general Manager of Co-op. At that time 

I was treasurer of Co-op.

RW. You were what?

PM. I was treasurer of Co-op. Treasurer..

RW. How do you spell that, I'm sorry..

PM. / i W j & t L i  i you know.. general manager, Treasure r, you know

RW. I see. ^

PM. Mr. Nryfr was general manager and I was* treasu rer, you know,

handle the money and everything. Next victim was

(laughs) They said they had long list of about 10 p eople.

RW. Oh yes, thejpe was suppose to be number one s m w i  I .

PM. Yes, number one; number two was government aske d

me, "why don't you come into the inside of the gove rnment 
they took

building." So/all familyjtook us there for 4 or 5 d ays; 

but I couldn't stay there, you know. So I returned and 1  

announced at mess hall, "I have to leave my barrack  

administration building"," but I can not stay any l onger, 

where I don't care whatever happens, but I returned  to my 

block. Oh, everybody prayed for me, you know (laugh s).



10

L

RW. You know, that really took guts, I know. Did yo u 

have any idea why they killed Mr. |s] 7

PM. Well, I think, I don’t know. when you are in th at

position, a lot of complainWi anything you know. Pe ople

think thatAxhey are dictator., doing 6o~op all by

themselves; but we have a ludfd 6o»op board member,  and

they can’t do anything one man, you know. Especiall y the

£o-op system, you have to consult everything^board members,

treasurer, assistant, everything. They can’t do any thing

by themself. But a lot of people,.don’t know those things.
vway ^  ' '

I ’m doing the sambas  Trufl» « No., but I have 5 or 6
v'; $$$ | /,

accountants working for me, you know.

RW. Of course.••

PM. l̂ p*- ^.bookkeepers, you know.. So those things  happened 

in camp.. that 's ̂ camp. (laughs)

RW. I heard that they were carefully edited., how s hould I 

say.. that the accountants went over it afterwards and 

there was no bad stuff going on at all in the £o-op . It was 

just rumor and gossip.

PM. Yes, that gossip, you can't go do anything abou t it, 

you know.—  ifrside €o^op.

RW. When you left the 6o-op, did you have any other  job* 

what did you do then?

PM. Co-op., radical group we call Manzanar^ group, 

you know. At that time we had a group come in from 

Manzanar. Those groups took over 6o-op..

RW. Yes George

PM. Yeah, yeah. I remember that. He is nice, person ally he 

is good, but those groups took over £o-op, so I res igned. 

Then I took community activities supervisor.

RW. Yes. Did you know another young man who was som etimes 

in community activities, George [ / ) frA & i( L /x } .
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PM. Ves. very well.

RW. You knew him very well?

PM.

Rw. He was a good friend of mine. I knew him in Gila..

PM. Oh, is that right. Yes, I know that.

RW. I knew him and his wife.

PM. I think he is some hotel man, eh. He's working in h otel?

RW. I heard that in Japan., that, this is what I rea d in a ^

\
\ book, that he had gotten*- a very good job* that he  was a 

director.

PM. Yes, he has a very good job in Japan.

RW. Yes, director of the railroad, you know.

PM. Oh, is that right?

RW. That's what I heard.

PM. Oh, I see.•

RW. He really did good for himself. This is so fine to get 

you because this is the first time that I've been a ble 

to talk like this to someone who was in the co-op.

PM. Oh, I'm glad.

RW. Let's see, I'll ask a somewhat different question. Did
*J\y

you have any per s o n ^ f ^persons, whom you^thought were 

your good friends, you know, who you felt that thes e

PM.

men will really stand by me in Tule Lake?

Well, I have some administration buildings. »fyo igfe!good 

friend/, even director was very good. He recommende d., 

good recommendation letter to anybody. I still have  that

RW.

letter, you know in my memory. 

Was this Mr.S**^~or..

rin  . lea • ^

$f. Cm t . ®,0^was good. 

RW. Yes, I knfw him.
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RW. Among the Japanese - any good friends?

PM. Oh yes, yes. I was living in the block manager—  doctor's block, 

you know.

RW. Oh yes, of course..

PM. Block seven..

RW. Block seven..
o & s

PM. Dr. ____ , Dr. ____  all those doctors good friends.

RW. That's nice because younger people I have talke d to..

sometimes went to Tule Lake and they were so scared  that

they hardly ever made a friend.

PM. Oh, I enjoyed it. I would like to meet them som etime

before I die. (laughs). ^
J Cu*JL

RW. in California. Well, I'll tell them about you
kU nvj cf-

and let me ask you just a^crazy question here. Syyt here 

any people in Tule Lake, who you felt were being, a ny 

group of people, who were being very foolish or stu pid 

in what they were doing?

PM. Well, I'll tell yfu. One fellow here in St. Lou is; 

that time he was^very ppor Japanese young man and h e 

said . . w e  call wa-sho wa-shp group..

RW. Yeah, yeah..

PM. I think all those group went to Japan. They den ounced

their citizenship; then^went to Japan. Then returne d

here^ Oh, he is a nice gentleman now; so quiet. I a sk 

him sometime, what happen to him so many years ago,  you 

were so radical... *

RW. Yes, everybody's going bmflk Nippon.. and they come back..

PM. Y*c, that time was really crazy; he said "I was  really

crazy,” I said, well that was war time.
-maybe

RW. Gee,/1 wonder, is he in St. Louis?

PM. Yes, we play mah jong and we are good friends n ow, you 

know, very good friends.
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RW.

PM.

RW.

PM.

RW.

PM

RW

PM

RW

RW

PM

RW

PM

RW.

PM.

RW.

PM.

Do you think he might talk to me or do you think he  

wouldn't like to talk about it? j

Oh, he doesn't mind.. His name is __________  Maybe he

like you asking about this story..

That's what people hate to... is it ___________ . Let me

see. • . fv

He's a landscape man, gardener^and busy. You just c all 

evenings. I'll give you telephone number.

All right. It will be interesting to see., sometime s it 

is interesting to see what people don't want to tal k about, 

you know.

Well, you can try.

You got his phone number there^

Yes, I have it here... ___ - __ •

I'll give him a try..

Wife's name i s ____ .

She was in Japan too. He a n d ____ went to Japan together.

In 19^6 and so on? * .

Yes, 19^6 and they returned hereA 15 - 1? years ago.  American 
HWj t U ;  /V

government said^you denounce American citizenship, but 

that's all right. We give back to you American citi zenship, 

so nice, you know. *

That was nice..

So, everybody returned to this country.

Many of my friends^and people I have talked to retu rned and
�����������

some have what they tell $ie was that^life in Japa n 9j f S e r e 

i* t  was just terrible? they didn't have enough to eat and 

it made me cry.

ihos'e were young people, you know. Parents, father  and 

the mother influence denounce citizenship? then ver y 

radical, but of course maybe young man think he all  

right, but father and mother strongly, you know, ag ainst 

this country.
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RW. And you know, like some I talked to, 11 or 14 y ears 

old, well you have to do what...

PM. Yes, that's right, that's right..I think Americ an

government knows that., that's why they thought, we ll, 

it's okay^we give you citizenship again (laughs)..

RW. I think that is really very., a good thing.

PM. Yes, yes, I think so. I think that is American democracy.
__: •>

RW. I read of tMgfcc things happening in American b ut I 

always tell myself it's much worse in other places. .

PM. Right, right, yes., that's right.

RW. Now let's see..As you look back on this experie nce in 

Tule Lake, which of the experienc^has affected you the 

most deeply?

PM. In Tule Lake?

RW. Yes.

PM. Some good thing or bad thing?

RW. Well, both, what was most good?

PM. Well, X. ii(hesitate)

RW. or painful

PM. I think Sacramento area people, they know I was  teaching 

head of school, so they listened to me, you know, w hat 

I said, those people. Well, you are school teacher,  and 

you are head of teacher's group, so.•.that I admire  those 

people when I was a £o -op board member and they li stened 

to me. So. I thought I should lead them in my best way,

I didn't have much bad thingi only a few people, bu t, 

you know, criticize that I'm too lenient with the y oung 

people, (hesitate)

RW. I didn't quite understand you when I asked. Wha t I asked 

was what in Tule Lake happened that really hurt you  most?

PM. Well, it didn't hurt me...

RW. Nothing, nothing you would say... and let's see ..

PM. I do not regret anything while I was in Tule La ke.

I just felt maybe it was waste 3 i  years in Tule Lake, 

but I have a lot of experience, (laughs)
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PM.

RW.

When you think back. 1*11 ask it this way..what was  the 

happiest experience.y 

In Tule Lake?

Yes.

PM. Well..(long pause) I don't know what my happiest ex perience 

in Tule Lake.. I don't know. I can't think of that.

RW. Well, that's okay. I just thought there wasd*~ Let me see 

on these questions. .Oh yes, you tell me what you d id 

right after you left Tule Lake?

PM. Tule Lake?

RW. Yes.

PM. Well, As I said, I was a leader of the people a nd administra�

tion office, M r a n d  some people ask^me, 

you are the leader of this camp and the peopleyfdon ^t want to 

go out, you know* So we pay you all your traveling expenses, 

so why don't you go out by yourself? look around al l Midwestern 

cities and eastern cities. So, they bought me train  ticket.

So I stopped by Chicago, Milwaukee, Cincinnati, Cle veland, 

all those cities. Met college presidents, and churc h 

leaderfxchamber of commerce president. Then I ask t hose 

people if they accept Japanese people if they get o ut 

camp. So all I ask in those citiesVuwd *11 Uu»e
s H

said'Ves. Send them in.

RW. Can you remember when this was when you were do ing this?

PM. « 19^5« ---

RW. I would think this would be early 19^5••

PM. No, end of 19^5*

RW. Oh, end of 19^5«

PM. Yes, right after the war.

RW. and to find places....

PM. Then all cities? none of the cities object, you  know?

they welcome. So, I returned to Tule Lake. I wrote 1he 

newspaper article, big article and I talked 

different mess halls. You do not afraid? iHPt̂ be af raid 

to get out? they'll welcome. Then,^encourage all th e 

people. Don't stay out? war has end. You people hav e 

to get out., early the better. I got the best

impression from St. Louis, so I moved here.
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RW. So, you thought that was the best place to go.

PM. Well, I got a good impression from Washington U niversity»s 

Chancellor, Baptist Church minister, chamber of com merce

1*11 go with you.*' So, some people came out with m e to 

here. I told all the different mess halls, you know , 

told all the people, you don't have to be afraid, 

because there are a lot of job openings* they will accept 

you. So, I told them.

RW. What kind of work did you do* what job after th at?

PM. Teaching school.

RW. I didn't quite understand*..

PM. I was teaching school here. Oh, just a minute, I got 

a call from long distance., just a minute.

(long pause) All right.

RW. Was that a Japanese school?

PM. Somebody call me, so I call later.

RW. I'm almost finished. What school did you teach at?

PM. Oh, evening school, Washington University, Berl itz

Language School, 2 - 3  language schools, they ask me to 

teach Japanese.

RW. So, you are a collegue of mine at Wash. U.

PM. Laughs.

RW. Well, that's really great. Is there anything el se you 

would like to tell me?

PM. No, I guess that's about all.

RW. Well, you have told me things I have never know n before..

all
PM. I'm glad..I never teiy my whole camp life. This  is the 

first time in �� years (laughs) #

RW. Well, I'll tell you this, because sometimes I t alk

some people and it was such a sad experience, that it just 

made me remember sad things and I feel bad. Talking  with '

president, all those people/eneouraged me. So I tol d 

people. Some people said,

they
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PM. Oh good, good.. L'm glad. 

RW. Thank you so much..

PM. Yeah 

RW. Good-bye 

PM. Good-bye.



PETER M0RIMOTO 
12 Octdoer 1981

In 1944 and 1945 all of my Japanese American respondents tried  to  

dissociate themselves from the despised and hated informers and acc ommo- 

daters —  the inu. Everyone I talked to was, or appeared to be af raid of  

being called an inu. In June of 1944, five men, suspected of being inu w ere  

severely beaten and on the night of July 2, Mr. Noma, the Chairman of the  

Cooperative Enterprises, was murdered. At that time, most of my responde nts  

approved of the beatings - or felt impelled to express approval .

Though, in 1981-82 I was interested in what Japanese Americans might  

wish to tell me about this tragic period of camp life, I did not include  

specific questions about the beatings or the murder in my questionn aire.

Somewhat to my surprise, four respondents, three men and one woman, spontaneousl y  

told me how they had said or done what they thought was right an d, in  

consequence, had been stigmatized as inu. Three respondent s spoke well  

of Mr. Noma. Some told me how other well intentioned peo ple had been  

called inu by "the radicals." Only one respondent spoke critica lly of  

"people who co-operated with the administration and spied on us. "

In 1981-1982 Peter Marimoto was the first respondent to tell me how  and  

why he had been called an inu.

Mr. Marimoto, age 35 was born in Japan, finished college there ,  

and then came to the United States. He told me that he had attended colleg e 

in Colorado and at New York University.

Peter Marimoto: And th en , In  1939-1940 1 wo* track ing  a Sahara Gakueu
ofi Sacaramento and a Cam to_ ka - M iddle Schoo l. .. And I wa4 planning 
to  go bank to  Japan a t  th e  end o$ 1941 oh. '42, and than the. war A ta r i 
and [taught) t t  wa* ImpoAAlble to  re tu rn  to  Japan.

RoAalle Wax: Can you. teJUl me how you. f ie l t  when you heard th e  government 
announcement th a t  th e  Japanese American people were ordered to  lea ve 
th e i r  home* and rep o r t to  th e Ai ¿embly Center*?
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P.M. W ell, afatex a l l  1 t  was wax time,, you. know ...the. country and the. people 
and everybody, th e y 1 tie no t noxm al.. .1 have complained, bu t I c a n 't  ke lp 
t h a t . . .

R.W. Vou c a n 't  ke lp  t h a t . . .

PM. VeA. Many American people ask me kexe In  S t .  Louts, we axe vexy soxxy; 
kow was th e  txea tm en t and so and a o , you know?

R.W. VeA.

PM. W ell, I d id n 't  Aay muck. We wexe lu cky  to  be In texn  In  th e  United S ta teA .
I vooa In  Manckuxla ox S lb ex la , I would have kad mlAexable tu n e . . . X  

kave a faxlend who lo A t k ls  l l f ie  In  S lb ex la . So, bu t, w e l l , a ^ tex  a l l , 
th a t  I a waxtime, you know, no t noxmal ttmeA.

R.W. VeA, I t  could be woxAe.

PM. VeA ( laughA) bu t can' t  complain ( laughA).

R.W. I Aee, ao then  you went to  th e  AAAembly Centex a l l  by yo u xse ll,  I gueAA...

PM. . .  .w ith  my wl&e.

R.W. Ok, you wexe maxxled?

PM. Ok yeA, X wo a maxxled In  1941.

R.W. Did you kave any ch lldxen?

PM. VeA, my Aon wo a bo An In  Tule Lake. VeA, and you know, ke f in ish e d  Colorado 
and g o t klA MaAtexA fixom UCLA. Then went In to  th e  United S ta te s  Axmy.
He was In  th e  Axmy and Atayed 4 yeaxs; came ou t as a Captain.

R.W. Voux son wo a In  Vietnam?

PM. My son wo a In  Vietnam, Koxea, Okinawa, Taiwan, P k U ltp ln e s , a ll  ovex'. He Is 
a camexa man; ke took a l o t  o^ documentaxy fil/ms fiox th e  Axmy; because ke 
s tu d ie d  gxaphlc design  In  UCLA.

R.W. He took  many fillms In  Vietnam?

P.M. Vq a, ke g o t a l o t  ofa c i ta t io n s  fixom th e  Axmy, Uavy, A lx Voxce. He made a l o t 
ofi good fillm; and ke I s  a &ltm pxoducex now In  Washington, V.C.

R.W. T ha t's  j u s t  wondexfiull
P.M. VeA, commexclal filtm.

R.W. W ell, then  would I be x lg k t  In  saying you d id n 't  ^Ind ILfae In  th e  Assembly 
Centexs too kaxd?

P.M. W ell, Assembly Centex was x e a l ly  bad p lace; vexy bad place; t o i l e t  system  and 
mess k a i l . . .
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R.M. (ulkat ¿yòtem?

P.M. T o l le t ,  you knoM, and bathnoom ¿yòtem Mas ¿o bad Tn A sòm b ly  C entex.

R.M. yes.
PM: Oh, my Mlhe coutd no t go to  th e  to l l te t  hon. 3 day¿. llaaghs)

PM: Oh, t h a t ’ò te x n tb le .

PW* I can M ett» . . t o l t e t s  Mexen*t e v e n .. »wett even tn  the. R eloca tton  Centexs 
b u t . . .

PM: R eloca tton  Centexò Mexe, mach betten, than  Aòòembly C entens.

RM: L e t'ò  6ee:. [lookò a t  questionnante.). The. question Mas, hoM dtd you
manage, to  cope th ls th ls expextence; hoM Mas t t  tha t youx Mlhe {¡tnatty Ment 
to the. t o l l e t  [laughò).

PM: M ett, òhe. c o u td n 't  go, bu t ah tex a M hlte. ♦ . you g o tta  go i

RM: (taughs) Good hon. you. To Mhat R etoca tton  Centex d td  th e y  ¿end you.

PM: Asòembly Centex -- th en  Tute Lake.

RM: And ¿o you Mexe an Old Tutean. ..

PM: y es, a l t  th e  tim e.

RM: Can you xemembex hoM you heit Mhen you Mexe to ld  tha t you Mexe golng to
be ¿ en t to Tute Lake?

PM: M ett, y es th e y  to ld  me to  go to  Tute Lake, ¿ome p iace neon. Calthonnta and
Onegon boxden l tn e .. .K n d , I mo s h^tsT  my job as b lock managen.. .Then n ex t,
I took txeasuxex  oh Co-es. Then I mo s Community A c tw i t te s  d ln e c to x .. . 
supexv lsox .

RM: Oh.

PM: That'ò  thnee jobò I d td . Block managen, Co-es, txea su xex9 then  Communtty
A c t iv i té s  ¿upexvlsox.

RM: J t Mas vexy xesponstble Moxk.

PM; y es . Vexy In te x e s t in g  and (laughs) I leaxned a l o t  oh th ln g ò .

RM: Mhtch expexlences tn  Tute Lake do you x e c a l t  moòt ¿ txongly?

PM: M eli, l  hâve a vexy pxo-Japanese U ò e t c n l t t c tz e [me] and 1 had a I t t t l e
haxd tim e . Because I to ld  thoôe Mis e t ,  you knoM, young people, "Jh y°u hâve 
th e  chance, go to  ¿chool on g e t  o u t h^om camp and go to ¿ c h o o l." . . .And a i t 
th e  N lse t ¿a td , "you axe a leadex tn  th ls  camp.. . you ¿ h o u td n 't ¿ay ¿uch 
th ln g ô ,"  Accustng me, "Axe you Japanese?" [laughs) They even came tn  th e
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PM:
[don't]

RW:

PM:

RW:

PM:

RW:

PM:

RW:

RW:

PM:

RW:

PM:

RW:

PM:

RW:

PM:

RW:

PM:

evening* to  mg place.. I had a hand time.. But I had to  t e l l  the. tn u th 
ion the. young people., you know. [I to ld  Innei] " I t1* o ld  people l i k e  you, 
aJ: * a l l  n ig h t;  bu t young people, 19, 20, young people, th e y  have a chance* 
ion a bA.g iu tu n e ."

Oi counne, you wene then  a young man and you w enen 't a ina id  th a t  th e y  wene 
gonng to  bea t you up l i k e .  . .

"No, no. They wene a l l  my in tendn, you know. W ell, i f you have a chance 
I necommend to  g e t  o u t o i camp, you know. The I* * e i people g o t mad a t  me. . . 
[laugh*]. . . I ju * t  to ld  th e  tn u th .

How d id  you i e e l  about th e  m il i ta n y  que*tionnaine?

W ell, th e y  * h o u ld n 't a*k th a t  question  i n  th e  i in * t p lace, you know. That 
a*  wnong. . . We wene in  camp. . . I th in k  th e  question  i*  wnong, bu t I  
an*wened. Evenyone ha* to  an*wen. . . I ju * t  *a id  Ve* and Mo an*wen*t no t 
No-no.

I *ee. . . Lot* and lo t*  o i th ing*  happened a t  Tu le Lake w h ile  we wene thene. . .

I t e l l  you *omething new. . . Vo you know *ome in c id en t whene C o-et, wa*
Genenal Managen, *omebody a * * i* ina te . . . k i l l ?

But beione he wa* k i l l e d  thene wene a l o t  o i people beaten up; because th ey 
wene *uppo*ed to  be in u  and th en . . . Mn. Noma. . .

Mn. Noma wa* Genenal Managen o i Co-op. . . 1 wa* tnea*unen, you know, handle 
th e  money and eveny th ing . Next v ic t im  wa* Menimate [laugh* ). They *a id 
th e y  had long l i s t  o i about 10 people.

Oh ye*. They wene *uppo*ed to  be Numben 1 in u .

ye*, Numben One; Numben Two wa* Menimoto. So govennment a*k me, Why d o n 't 
you come in * id e  o i govennment b u i ld in g ."  So th e y  took  a l l  iam ily ; took  u* 
thene ion 4 on 5 day*. But I c o u ld n 't  * ta y  thene, you know. . . I 
netunned to  my b lock. Oh, evenybody pnayed. ion me.

What d id  you do then?

R adica l gnoup we c a l l  Manzanan gnoup. . .Thene gnoup took  oven Co-op. So I  
nenigned. Then I took  Community K c t iv i t ie *  *upenvi*on.

Vid you know anothen young man who wa* in  Community K c t iv i t ie * ,  Geonge Wakiea? 

Wakia? yen, veny w e l l .

He wa* a good in tend  o i m ine. I knew him in  G ila .

Oh, a*  th a t  n igh t?

Thin In th e  i i n * t  tim e th a t  I 'v e  been ab le  to  ta lk  l i k e  th in  to  *omeone 
who wan in  th e  Co-op.

Oh, I'm  g lad .
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RW: L e t1 A see . I ' l l  ask a somewhat d l{ {e x e n t question . V ld you have any
pexson on. pexAons whom you x e a t ly  though t wane youx good {htendA, you know, 
who you {¡¿it th a t  th e se  men w i l t  heathy stand  by me tn  Tube Lake2

PM: W elt, I have some adm ln ts txa tlon  b u ild in g s . . . I had a good {x lend , even
d txec to x  was vexy good. He xecommended. . . good xecommendatlon l e t t e x  to 
anybody. I A t i l t  have th a t  l e t t e x ,  you know, tn  my memoxy,

RW: Was th tA  Mx. B est ox . . .

PM: VeA. Mx. BeAt wo a good.

RW VeA, I knew htm.

RW: Among th e  JapaneAe - any good {htendA?

PM: Oh yeA, yeA. I wo a t tv tn g  tn  th e  btock manager - d o c to x 's  b toek, you know.
Block a even. . . Vx. _ _ _ _ _ _ _  , Vx. _ _ _ _ _ _  al t  thoAe doctohA axe
good {htendA.

RW: T h a t1 a n tce  because youngex people I have ta lk e d  to .  . . sometimes went to
Tule Lake and th e y  wexe ao scaxed th a t  th e y  haxdty even, made a {h ten d .

PM: Oh, X enjoyed t t . X would l i k e  to  meet them Aomettme be{oxe X d ie . [laughs]

RW: Let me ask you j u s t  a k ind  o{ chazy queAtton hexe. Wexe th exe  any people In
Tu le Lake, who you {e l t  wexe being, any gxoup oh. people, who wexe being vexy 
{o o ltsh  oh. A tuptd In  what th e y  wexe doing?

PM: W elt, i ' l l  t e l l  you, . . we c a l l  wash Aho WaAh Aho. . . X th in k  a l t  thoAe
ghoupA went to  Japan. They denounced th e lx  c i t iz e n s h ip ;  then  th e y  went to 
Japan. Onj. {e ltow  hexe In  S t .  Louis; th a t  tim e he was vexy pooh. Japanese 
young man. Then, when he xetuxned hexe; Oh, he I s  a n ice  gentleman nowp 
ao q u ie t. I aAk him Aomethlme, what happen to  him ao many yeahA ago, you 
wexe ao x a d tca t. . .

RW: VeA, everybody*a going Vat Nippon. . . and th e y  come back. . .

PM: Oh, th a t  tim e was x e a l ty  chazy; he sa id , "I wo a x e a l ty  ch a zy .11 I Aald,
w e lt th a t  was wax. t im e.

RW: Gee, maybe I wondex, I s  he In  S t .  Louts?

PM: Ves, we p lay  mah jong and we axe good {htendA now, you know, vexy good {x le n c s.

RW: Vo you th in k  he m ight ta lk  to  me ox do you th ink  he w ou ldn 't l i k e  to  ta lk
about I t?

PM: Oh, he d o e sn 't  mind. . . His name I s  . Maybe he d o e sn 't  l i k e
you asking about th is  s to x y . . .
He's a landscape man, gaxdenex hexe and busy. Vou j u st  c a l l  even ings. I ' I t  
g iv e  you te lephone numb ex.
He and h is  w l{e went to  Japan to g e th ex .

1. Mx. Mexlmoto I s  xe{exhtng to  Mx. L isa , {xom whom I subsequen tly  obta ined 
an In texv lew .
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RW: In  1946?

PM: yes, in  1946 and th ey  re tu rned  here about 15-17 years ago. American government
¿a id , "W ett, you denounce American c i t iz e n s h ip , bu t t h a t 1s a t t  n ig h t. We 
give, i t  bank to  you American c i t iz e n s h ip ."
So, everybody re tu rn ed  to  th is  coun try .

RW: Many oh my hriends and peopie. I have. ta tk e d  to  re tu rned  and some have.. . .
What th e y  t e t t  me. was th a t  ohten t i h e  in  Japan was j u s t  te r r ib te ;  th ey 
d id n 't  have. enough to  ea t. And i t  made me any.

PM: W ett, 6ometime th o se  were young peopte, you know. Parents, hother and th e
mother inh tuence denounce c i t iz e n s h ip; then  very  ra d ic a t, bu t oh course maybe 
young man th in k  he a t t  n ig h t, bu t faathen and mothen s tro n g ty , you know, a g a in s t 
th is  coun try .
I th in k  American government know th a t .  .. . t h a t 's  why th e y  though t, w e tt, 
i t ' s  okay, we g iv e  you c i t iz e n s h ip  again [ toughs). . .

RW: I th in k  th a t  i s  n e a tty  veny. . . a good th in g .

PM: \fes, yes, 1 th in k  so . I th in k  th a t  i s  Amenican democnacy.

RW: I nead oh te n n ib te  th in g s happening in  America, bu t I aiways t e t t  myseth i t ' s
much worse in  o ther  p taces. . .

PM: R igh t, r ig h t ,  yes. . . t h a t 's  r ig h t .

RW: Now, t e t ' s  se e . . .A s  you took  back on th is  experience in  Tute Lake, which
oh th e  experiences has ob jec ted  you th e  most deepty?

PM: In  Tute Lake?

RW: y e s .

PM: Some good th in g , on bad th ing?

RW: W ett, both, what was most good?

PM: W ett, I .  . . [h es ita te s  a tong tim e)

I th in k  Sacramento area peopte, th e y  know I was teach ing head oh schoo t, 
so th e y  t is te n e d  to  me, you know, what I sa id , th o se peopte. W ett, you are 
schoo t teacher , and you are head oh te a c h e r 's  group, so . . . th a t  I admire 
th o se  peopte when I was a Co-op board member and th e y  tis te n e d  to  me. So,
I though t I shoutd  tea d  them in  my b e s t way, you know, even o td  peopte or, 
young peopte. And th e  bad th in k , I d id n ' t  have much bad th in g; onty  a $ew  
peopte, bu t, you know, c r i t i c i z e  th a t  I'm  too te n ien t  w ith  th e  young peopte. 
[ h e s i ta te s )
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RM: Mhat In  Tute Lake happened th a t  r e a l l y  hunt you most?

PM: M elt, I t  d id n 't  hunt me. . .

RM: Motiving, you would sa y . . .

PM: I do no t r e g r e t anyth ing w h ile I was In  Tu l e  Lake. I j u s t  f ie l t  maybe I t  was 
waste 3 7/2 yeans In  TuZe Lake, bu t I have a l o t  o i expedience, [laughs)

RM: Mhen you th in k  b a c k ,. . . what was th e  h a p p iest expedience?

PM: In TuZe Lake?

RM: Ves.

PM: M elt . . . (long pause) I d o n 't  know what my h app iest expedience 
Lake. . . I d o n 't  know. I c a n 't  th in k  ofi th a t .

In  Tuie

RM: M elt, t h a t 's  okay. Oh, yes, could you t e l l  me what you d id  n ig h t 
le f i t  TuZe Lake?

afiten you

PM: TuZe Lake?

RM: Ves.

PM: M elt, as l  sa id , I was a leaden ofi th e  people and adm lvustnatlon o { { lc eP
Mn.. B est and ¿ome people  asked me, "Monlmoto, you one the. leaden ofi th is  camp 
and the. people th e y  don11 want to  go ou t, you know. So we, pay you a l l  youn 
tnaveZlng expenses, so why d o n 't  you go ou t by younselfo Zook anound aZZ 
Mldwestenn c i t i e s  and E l i ten n  c i t i e s . "  So, th ey  bought me. tn a ln  t i c k e t .  So 
I stopped by Chicago, Milwaukee, C in c in n a ti, C leveland, aZZ th o se  c i t i e s .
Met coZZegc p res id en ts  and church leaden, and chamber o£ commeA.ce p la id e n t . 
Then 1 ask th o se  peopZe l{> th ey  accep t Japanese peopZe l& th e y  g e t  ou t farom 
th e  camp. So aZZ I ask In  th o se  c i t i e s  and th e y  so ld , "Y es .11 "Send them 
In . "

RM: Can you remember when th is  was when you were doing th is ?

PM: 1945. . .

RM: I would th in k  th is  would be ea r ly  1945. . .

PM: Mo, end ofi 1945.

RM: And to  filnd places». . .

PM: Then a l l  c i t i e s ; none ofa th e  c i t i e s  o b je c t, you know; th ey  welcome. So,
I re tu rned  to  Tuie Lake. I wrote th e  newspaper a r t i c le ,  big o A t lc le  and I  
ta lk e d  to  a l l  d ig è r e n t  mess h a l ts .  D on 't be a fra id  to  g e t out; t h e y ' l l 
welcome. Then, encouAage a l l  th e  people. D on 't s ta y out; wan has end. Vou 
people have to  g e t  o u t . . . e a r l ie r  th e  b e t te r .  Eut 1 g o t th e  b e s t Im pression 
irom S t .  Louis, so I moved h e re .
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RE: So, you. though t th a t  was the. b e s t place, to  go.

PM: W ell, I g o t a good Im pression ¿rom Washington U n iv e rs ity 's  Chancellen.,
B a p t is t Church m in is te r , Chamber o¿ Commerce p res id en t, a l l  th o se  people 
th e y  encourage.d me. So I to ld  people. Some people so ld , ”1¿ you Mr. Mortmoto 
go, I ' l l  go w ith  you." So, some people came ou t w ith me to  h e re< I to ld  a l l  
th e  d l¿¿eren t mess h a l ls ,  you know, to ld  a l l  th e  people, you don’t  have to  be 
a¿nasd, because th e re  are a l o t  o¿ job openings; the y  w i l l  accep t you. So,
I to ld  them.

RW: What kind o¿ work d id  you do; what job a¿ te r  th at?

PM: Tcaching schoo l.

RW: What schoo l d id  you teach  at?

PM: Oh, evening schoo l, Washington U n ive rs ity , B e r li tz  Language School, 2-3
language sch o o ls , th e y  ask me to  teach  Japanese.

RW: So, you a re a co lleague o¿ mine a t  Wash. U.

PM: (laughs)

RW: W ell, t h a t 's  r e a l l y  g re a t. Is th e re  anyth ing e lse  you would l i k e  to  t e l l
me?

PM: No, I guess t h a t ’s about I t .

RW: W ell, you have to ld  me th in g s I have never known befo re .

PM: I'm  g lad . . . I never t e l l  my whole camp l l¿ e .  This I s  th e  ¿ In s t tim e  In
30 years (laughs).

RW: Thank you so much

PM: Seah.
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la l^ lili and 19k% a l l  af my Japanese American resandents tr ied  ta d is �

assoc ia te  themselves fram the despised and hated infarmers aad accawdatars — 

the iau . Everyone I talked ta  was, ar appeared t® de afraid ®f deing ca lled 

aa lira. I t  June af 19UU, f iv e  me®, suspected a f deing i a u ^ /  were

x l nxilhnxlSmlmamdralgMxiMmxMxas paiide a fcx, midmamwmnnramndmmnmrammmnn 

severely  aeaten aad aa the sigh t af July 2 Mr. Nama, the Chailman af the
IA

Cooperative Enterpr ises, was murdered. At that tim e, mast ef ray respondents 

xpxxaxmKdxa&atheadaafcEigi^aeaelTTieAtc aporaved af the deatings -  ar f e l t 

impelled ta express approval.

Though, in 1981-82 I was I in terested  in  what Japanese Americans wight 

wish t® t e l l  hkjc kxx  me adaut th is  m  trag ic  periad af camp l i f e ,  I did nat 

include sp e c if ic  japan questions adaut the deatings ar the murder in  my 

questionnaire. Somewhat ta  my su rp r ise, four xixmy respandents, three men 

at ane wtman, sxxAx smantneausly tsdat radxixwtfcxmnnanniindnndl^ptald me  

h©w they had said ar^dane what they thought was rigAw aĵ mde'CP̂ t and, in  

tggf consequence, had deen stigm atized as inu. Three respondents *»ake w ell 

cf Mr. Nr raa. . w  Same to ld  ue hew ether w ell in ten tifn ed  people had deen 

sti^mnnaaedan xxk ca llea  i au tey "the radical»*1. Only m e respondeat 

spake c r i t ic a l ly  af Mpeaple whe ca-aper*ted wit» tne administrati©» and spied 

an u s .w
H  ' i ||ff � v

In iSfiayjbdEKjxti 1981-1982 Peter Marimlte was ¿fck^-Airst r es»®»de&t 

ta twark t e l l  me haw and why he had deen ca lled  an jbty inu.

Mr. Marimata, age 35? was darn in  Japan, f in ished  ca llage there, and

the^arae ta the United S ta tes. He ta ld  me that he had attended ca llage 

in Calarad® and at New Tark I J n l v e r s l thr*- hr had tan ijhli a t th a S^kura



Peter M@rim@t«: Ami tkea, is  1939-19UO I was teachi»* * Sakura Gakuea

af Sacrameata aad a Cku ta  ka -  Middle Sckaal# * . Aad I wag alaaaias: 

ta  ja back t» $apaa ia  ead af 19U1 m  ar *U2, aad thea the war 

s ta r t  and (laustes) i t  was im»»»sible ta retura t»  Jaaaa*

R asalie Wax: Cat yau t e i l  me h«w yaü f e i t  whea yau keard tke javerameat 

aiaauacemeat that Hke Jaaaaese America* ¡aeaale were ardered ta 

leave th * ir  harne» aad resar t ta  the Assembly Centers?

PM: W ell, a fte r  a l l  i t  was war tim e, y®u kaawi. . • the cauatry aad the seaale 

aad everybady, they ire a®t a^rmal . . . I  bare camplaiaed, but I caa ’t 

hei# that . . . .

PM: W*±3qpcix  Yes. Maay America* aeaple ask me here ia  St, Lauia, we are Tery 

sarry; haw was tke treatmeat aad sa aad sa, y»u ka**w?

PM: Well I  d ida ’t  aay muck. He were lucky ta ke ia tera  ia  the Waited State*.

I f  I was ia  Maacteuria ar S iber ia , I wauld ha'we had miserable tim e. . - . I

have a fr iead wka la s t  ki* l i f e  ia  S iber ia . Sa, but, w e ll, a fter  a l l ,

tkat tkxkx  i s  wartime, yau k̂ iaw, sa t *rrmal time»#

RW: T e s ,i t  cauld be werse.
PM: Ye* (laugns) but ca a 't  cem^lai* (laugh*).

RW: Ye*.
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-at*: I  see , so then  you went to  th e ,W :  I  see , so then  you went to  th e  Assembly Center a l l  by y o u r s e l f I  guess, . .

ui/e-

RW:
PM:

\
\ RW: 
> ÍPM:

Oh, you were married?
Oh y e s , I  was m arried in  1941,

Yskwmwcre- m anned in  ’$&&&. Did you have any ch ild ren ? 
Yes, my son was b o m  in  Tule Lake,

- Yot cP ~ so n i^& J^
! PM: Yes, and you know, he f in is h e d  Colorado and g o t a Masters from  UCLA, Then went in to 

the  U nited S ta te s  Army,

pWtJ-"1 H dmSien l  "Ph&T'b ?
PM-r-’“" l#here£-**He- was■ im -dhe -"Army.

HWwmw Ofoy Ac ■ went i-n to—the Army-f
y , VM:,mm*-Ye&, Hrs was in  the Army and s ta ye d  4 yea rs ;  came o u t as a Cccptain,

t RVL: __ This uah 'l yl 'ntdT^Koyr̂ rn-Jklcin°
j  PM: NOj^naf^Vtetnam!

RW •̂ Y^^hdm ,

I ,  ...... .as I  fy s s. to  be,^r*T~**

RW:
PM:/

Your son was in  Vietnam?
My son was in  Vietnam, Korea, Okinawa, Taiwan, F h i ll ip in e s ,  a l l  o ver ! He i s  a 

i camera man; he took a l o t  o f  documentary f i lm s  fo r  the  Army; because he s tu d ie d 
graph ic design  in  UCLA,

RW: - 
Tmm

-*■  \íhvf fci™rim
w^Graphic, graphic.desiSgn.

RW:
/ PM: 
/

He took many f i lm s  in  Vietnam?
Yes, he g o t a lo t  o f  c i ta t io n s  from the  Army, Navy, A ir  Force. He made a l o t  o f

l good f i lm ;  and he i s  a f i lm  producer now in  W ashington, D,C.

RW:
PM:

T h a t’s j u s t  w onderfu l! 
Yes, commercial f i lm .

\  RW: W ell, then  would I  be. r ig h t  in  say ing  you d id n ' t  fi n d  l i f e  in  the  Assembly Centers 
too hard?

h PM: W ell, Assembly Center was r e a l ly  bad p la ce ; very bad p lace; t o i l e t  system  and 
mess h a l l .  . .

RW:
PM:

What system ?
T o i le t ,  you know, and bathroom system  was so bad in Assembly Center.

RW: 
> PM:

Yes.
Oh, my w ife  cou ld  no t go to  the  t o i l e t  fo r  3 days. (laughs)

PM: Oh, t h a t rs te r r ib le .  . .

RW: T can w e l l .  . . t o i l e t s  w e re n 't  even. . . w e l l even tn  th e  R e loca tion  Centers 
b u t. . .

PM: R eloca tion  Centers were much b e t te r  than Assembly Center.

ÍH*fS ■ TfKTWt!?■  w i «■ »>,■ !

»



/

R:W: L et’s s<»e. • (laaks at questiaaaaire) the questiaa was, h*w bib yau

mattale t«  case' th is  th is  experience; haw was i t  that yaur w ife f in a l ly “ 

west ta  tiie t a i l e t  (laughs).

PM: W ell, she caulbn’t  ge, hut a fte r  a w hile. • • yau gatta gal (laughs)

R:W: Swnbctxxxyiai (laughs) Gash far yau. Ta what Relacatian Center hi*! they 
senb yau.

PM: Assembly Center — thea Tule Lake.

RW: Ana sa y*u were anb 01b Tuleaa. .
PM: Yes, a l l  the t in e .

RW. Caw yen remember haw yau f e l t  whet yau were ta lb that yau were gain* ta 
he seat ta  Tule Lake?

PM. Wräi W ell, ism ves, they tal«3 we ta ga ta  Tule Lake, same alace tear 
C alifara ia anb Orega* barber l in e .  • Anb, I was f i r s t  ay jab as 
black manager. . • Thea te x t , I taak f iMiJWRr af Ca-aa. Then I was 
EH Cawwuaity A c t iv it ie s  b irecta r . • /■ •naervi

PM: That’s three j^bg I bib. Hack manager, Ca-ap jfaamH treasurer, thea 
Caaauaity A c t iv i t ie s  supervisar.

RW: I t  was very responsib le wark,
PM. Yes.- Very in te rest in g  sab ,(laughs) I learaeb a la t  af th iags.

RW: Which experiences ia  Tule Lake ba yau reca ll meat sfcraagly*

PM W ell, I have a very pr®-J**anese fswre c r i t i c i z e  (me) and I had a

l i t t l e  harb tim e. Because I  ta lb  t'aase H ise i, yau knew, ycuag

pe® ale,”I f  yau have the ehatee, ga ta seh a tl ®r get aut fram earn» aab

g® ta s s h a s l . ’1 to b c x l i  . • Aab a l l  th e  I s s « i  sa ib , Y»x ”Yau are a

leaber i t  th is  ©amp. • Yau shsu lbn ’t  say such th in gs, ”xBDcxaaLjpciaE«€x

Accusing me, ’’Are yau Japanese?” (laughs) They even same ia  the

e r e t i tg s  to my xx a laee. . I  had a harb tim e. M  But I had ta  t e l l  the
“th-e J- fritJL

truth far y the y*u*g »eaa le, y*u knaw. (I  e x x k x ta lb  £bem) "SHf̂ SX 

" I t ’ s alb aeaale l ik e  yau, i t ’ s a l l  r igh t; but yaut g reoa le , 19 20, 

ywutg aeaa le, they have a ehatee far a big fu tu re .”

RW: Oh.

RW: Of caurse, yau were th es a young mat anb yau weret’ t  afraib that they



(tM
S'

ffissMte^e-d: T,1T®, ta^ T key were *11 my f r ie td s , yru ktaw. W ell, i f  yau «ave « 

«katce I  reeeawieiri f  ta  je t  aut af earns, you k«e>w. Tke I s s e i 

pea®le gat mad a t me. . (laggks) , .. . I ju st ta lli t i e  tru tk .

RW: Haw did yau feel wiklt£*ry qu*sti»ataire?

HM: Well, tkey skauldti’t ask tkat questi®« it t«e lirs t ¿lace, yau kt&w. Tkat

i s  wratg. , , We were i t  camp. •• I tk i*k tke questi»« i s  wra*g, but I 
atswered. Everya«e bad ta atswer. /  . . I  ju st said Tes aad Na «««were, 

«at Ha-Ha.

RW: I see , . . Lata aad lata^/i* af tk i»gs iuDDoanai ka»i»e*ed i t  Tuie Lake 
wkile we were tk ere. ,  K .

f±/R * I te l l  yau  sametki tg tew. . . Da ya u  ktaw saw e i tc idet t  wkere  

Ca-aa^was General Manager^ . .judwaiy: s tmebady assass ina te . . .

f c t f . }

k i l l?

Rut kefare ke w*s k illed - tkere were a l * t  e f aeaale beatet up; beeause 

tkey were suaaased ta be i t u , aad tk e « .. Mr. iàs a a a

 ̂ ĵHarî 'Martffirta: Hr. Nema was &sx Geteral Manager af C»-pp. At tkat time I  

was Treasurer af Ca-fep. . . • I* was treasurer, yau ktaw,  

katdle tke matey aid everythiag. Next victim was Mari ni  

(laujks). Tkey said tkey kad latg list af abaut 10  

peeale.

)C Jj-Rv-e^ax: Ok yet 

N/̂Vy Hpr-iteiratata:

. Tkey were suaaased t® be xxmkxr Number 1 I tu .

Tes, dumber Cte; Humber Twe was M&rimeta. Sa jeveratae 

MWky den’t  ymi came i t s id e  af tke g»ver«me«t bu ild ing

at

n

ask ne, 

Sa
5“

tkey taak a l l  fam ily; taak us tkere far h er |  days. Rut I  

eauldn ’t  stay tk ere , yau knew. • pfinwry I returted  ta my t la c k . 

Ok, everybedy »rayed f tp  me • (laugks) . . .

v̂̂ Jlrsidimsc Wkat did ycu da tke«?

Radical greup we c a l l  Matzatar graup. • Tfease grau# 

taa**aver £a -aa , . Sa I r e s is te d . Tkea I tack
K 1 "

Community A c t iv i t ie s  suaerv isar



6�

RW: Dt< yeu ka»w aattker yruag waa wks was niztxxu ia CesMueity 
Activities, Gesrge Wakida?

PM: Wakida? Yes, very well*

RW: He was a gtsd friead sf *iae. I kaew dim is Gil a.
PM: Ok, is tkat rigkt?

RW: Skis is tke first tiee tkat I’ve keea able ts t alk like this ts semesne wks 
was ia tke C-s**h»

PM: Ok, I' i  glad.

RW: Let’s see. • I ’ll ask a sewewhat different ques tKa. Did y©u kave aay 
•era#» er »erases wk®m yen really tksuykt were ysur  gesd friead», yen 
kaew, wk« Tfn felt tkat fefceceee/mea will really s tand by me ia Tula Lake?

tkese
PM: IW: Well, I kave seme admi uistratibuildings. .  I kad a gssd friend, eves 

director was very gssd. it He recstaweaded.. gssd r ecswweadatiaa letter ts

anykady, I still kave^ f̂/ tkat letter, yandcxxxx. ysu kasw, ia my 
wemsry.

RW: Was th i s  My , B est o r , , ,
PM: Yes, My , B est was good.

RW: Yes9 I  knew him,

RW: Among the Japanese - any good fv ie n d s?
PM: Oh yeSy y es , I  was l i v in g  in  the b lo ck  managen -  d o c to n 's  blooky you know,

•Pw . . .

i MB; Block seven , , ,
 ̂ p̂pf: Dy . ______ , Dy , ______ a l l  those  doctoYS aYe good fn ie n d s ,

RW: T h a t's  n ice  because youngeY peop le I  have ta lk e d  to, , , sometimes went to  Tule
\ Lake and they wene so scaned th a t they  handly even made a fn ie n d .

PM:. Ohy I  en joyed  i t ,  I  would l i k e  to  meet them sometime befone I  d ie , (laughs)

RW: ler~T '’tCi’lked^-t(T-• <&Ye~-in■ 4kCL4?foimia,... W@Vl$ I 'teT dk 'thgm ■ *dbeu t*y& fi
«hk  \ e t  me ask you j u s t  a k in d  o f  cnazy q u estio n  hene, Wene thene any peop le  in 
Tule Lakey who you f e l t  wene beingy any gnoup o y p eo p le9 who wene be ing  veny fo o l is h 
o y s tu p id  in  what they wene doing?

PM: Welly I ' l l  t e l l  you, fieY@nn S f^ L o u is ; ,  th a t  -time he  wa§, pepy pooT4
Jgp&nes&--yoimg . a.**,  . we c a l l  wa- sho~wa-oho gnoup, , ,

RW: 0 *> 4
PM: j th in k  a l l  those gnoups went to  Japan, They denounced th e in  c i t iz e n s h ip ;  then  they

went to  Japan,
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Owe felltw '«ere it St, Lauis; that time he wat ver y ®@®r Jatatese yautg nan

Then when he re tu rn ed  here; Oh, he i s  a n ic e  gentleman now; so 
q u ie t . I  ask him sometime, what happen to  him so many years ago, you were so 
r a d ic a l. . . ’

RW: Yes, everybody1 s go ing Dai Nippon, . . and they  come back. . .
PM: Oh, th a t tim e was r e a l ly  crazy; he sa id , " I  was r e a l ly  c r a z y .” I  sa id , w e l l  th a t

was war t im e.

RW: Gee, maybe I  wonder, i s  he in  S t .  Louis?
PM: Yes, we p lay  mah dong and we are good fr ie n d s  now, you know, very good f r ie n d s .

RW: Do you th in k  he m igh t ta lk  to  me o r  do you th in k  he w o u ld n 't t ik e  to  ta lk  about i t ?
PM: Oh, he d o e sn 't  mtnd. . . H is namd i s............. " Maybe he d o e sn 't  t ik e

you ask in g  about t h i s- s to r y . . .  •

wha&^people h a te » . 'L&^m&^size. .
PM: H e's a landscape man, gardener here and busy. You d us t c a l l  even ings. I ' l l  g iv e

you te lephone number.

He at«l his wife wett ta Jaaat ta^ether.

1. Mr, M»rii»©t« is  re fer r iav  t@ Mr. I l i a ,  fran wte @n I subsequently abtaiteii 
at in terv iew .
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PH:
PM:

PM:

EW:

RW:
PM:

RW:

PM:

RW:

PM:

RW:
PM:

RW:
PM:

PM:

RW:

PM:

RW:
PM:

RW:

PM:

0 0
In  1946
Yes3 1946 and they  re tu rn e d  here about 15-17 yea rs  ago. American governm ent s a id 3 
"Vle\\ly you denounce American c i t i z e n s h i p b u t  t h a t Ts a l l  ri g h t . We g iv e  back to 
you American ™ 1 ^  V”11 ty™****

Thaf-M>as An ix e . . .
SOj everybody re tu rn e d  to  th i s  c o u n try .

Many o f  my f r ie n d s  and peop le  I  have ta lk e d  to  re tu rne d  and some h a v e . . .  What th e y  t e l l 
me was th a t o f te n  l i f e  i n  Japan was g u s t te r r i b le ;  they d id n ' t  have enough to  e a t .  And 
i t  made me c ry .
W elly sometime those were young peo p ley you know. Pa r e n t s f a t h e r  and th e  m other 
in f lu e n c e  denounce c i t iz e n s h ip ;  th en  very  r a d ic a l , b u t o f  course maybe young -man 
th in k  he a l l  r ig h ts  b u t  fa th e r  and m other s tr o n g ly 3 you know; a g a in s t th is  c o u n try..

And you^knowy* l i k e  some I ^ ta lk e d  %o 3 11 o r  14 y ea rs 'o ld y  w e l l  you ,have  to : do* what,. . . 
Y eSy^tha t ' s~ r ig h t3 . ' I  th in k  American governm ent knows th a t .  . .
t h a t 's  why they ih o u g h ty. w elly  i t ' s  okayy we g iv e  you c i t i z e n s h ip  aga in (laughs). . .

I  th in k  th a t  i s  r e a l l y  v e ry . . . a good th in g .
YeSy yeSy I  th in k  so . I  th in k  th a t i s  American democracy.

I  read  o f  te r r ib le  th in g s  happening in  Americay b u t I  always t e l l  m y s e l f  i t ' s  much 
worse in  o th e r  p la c e s. . .
Righty r ig h ty  y e s . . . t h a t fs  r ig h t .

Row l e t ' s  s e e . . . j4s  you look back on th i s  exp er ien ce  i n  Tule Lakey which o f  the 
exper iences has a f fe c te d  you th e  m ost deep ly?
In  Tule Lake?

<
Yes. .
Some good th in g  o r bad th in g ?

Welly bothy what was m ost good?
Welly I .  . .  (hesitates a long time)

I  th in k  Sacramento a rea  p eo p le, they  know I  was tea ch in g  head o f  sch o o l, so they 
l i s te n e d  to  me3 you knowy what I  s a id 3 those p eo p le . Welly you are schoo l te a ch e r3 
and you a re head o f  te a c h e r 's  groupy so , . . th a t  I adm ire those peop le  when I  was 
a Co-op board member and they  l i s te n e d  to me. So} I though t I  sh o u ld  lea d  them in 
my b e s t  way3 you knoWy .even o ld  peop le  or3 young p eo p le . And the bad th in g , I 
d id n ' t  have much bad th in g ;  on ly  a few  p eo p le3 buty you knoWy c r i t i c i z e  th a t  I 'm 
too le n ie n t  w ith  the young p eo p le , (hesitate^)

fx d id n d t.-p u ite  understand  you when I ta sk g d . W ha l^asked& w as W hat in  Tule Lake 
happened th a t  r e a l ly  h iir t you most?
Welly i t  d id n ' t  h u r t  me. . .

Rothingy ir&tking you would say. . .
I  do n o t r e g re t a n y th in g  w h ile  I  was i n  Tule Lab.e. I  j u s t  f e l t  maybe i t  was w aste 
3% yea rs in  Tu le Lakey b u t I  have a l o t  o f  exper ie?ice. (laughs)

When you th in k  backf I^mi/gmS^^kit i^vts ^ss^* . . what was th e  h a p p ie s t eooperylence? 
In  Tule Lake?

Yes.
W ell. . . (long pause) I  d o n 't  know what my h a p p ie s t exp er ien ce  i n  Tu le Lake. . .
I  d o n 't  know. I  c a n 't  th in k  o f  th a t .

RW:
PM:



RW: Welly t h a t 's  okay. ~fzrt ,, jgg.... s e e  on th e se  •^mes'C^cWs. .
Oh yeSy cou ld  you t e l l  me what you d id  r i g h t  a f t e r  you l e f t  Tu le Lake?

PM: Tule Lake?

RW: Yes.
PM: Welly as I sa idy I was a le a d e r  o f  idle p eop le  and a d m in is tra t io n  o f f i c ey Mr. B e s t

, and some peop le  a sked  me3 "Morimoto3 you are the lea de r  o f  t h i s  camp and th e  p eop le 
I they  don ' t  want to  go o u t3 you know. So we pay you a l l  your t r a v e l in g  expensess 

V  f j f .so d o n 't  you go o u t by y o u r s e l f ;  lo o k  around a ll  M idwestern c i t i e s  and. E a ste rn 
^  i  c i t i e s . "  Soy they  bought me t r a in  t i c k e t .  So I  s to p p ed  by Chicago3 M ilwaukee3 
1 4 C inc inna tiy  C levelandy a l l  th o se  c i t i e s .  Met c o l le ge  p r e s id e n ts  and church lea d e r3

. - \| and chamber o f  commerce p r e s id e n t .  Then I  ask  th o se peop le  i f  th ey  a ccep t Japanese 
: - \ peop le  i f  th ey  g e t  o u t from  th e  camp. So a l l  I  ask  in  those  c i t i e s  and th ey  sa idy 

\> \ "Yes. " "Send them in .  "

RW: Can you remember when th i s  was when you were do ing th is ?
PM: 1945. . .

RW: I  would th in k  th i s  w ould be e a r ly  1945. . .
PM: NOy end o f  1945r

'R W ^^Sj^.^end-of-~d945.
^ ^ k J ^ ^ j r p g h t  a f t e r  th e  war. ' . .

RW: fcsnd to  f i n d  p la c e s . .
PM: \ Then a l l  c i t i e s ;  none o f  the c i t i e s  obgecty you know; th ey  welcome. So , I  re tu rn e d 

to  Tule Lake. I  w ro te th e  newspaper a r t i c l e 9 b ig  a rt i c l e  and I  ta lk e d  to  a l l 
d i f f e r e n t  mess h a l l s .  Ym&eb tw fre& fra id; (¡bn 't be a fra id , to  g e t o u t;  t h e y ' l l  w e l�
come. Then3 encourage a l l  th e  p e o p le . D on 't s ta y  o ut;  war has end. You p eop le 

) have to  g e t  o u t. . . e a r l i e r  th e  b e t te r .  But I  g o t idle b e s t  im p ressio n  from  S t . 
Louisy so  I  moved h e re .

RW: SOy you thought th a t  was th e  b e s t  p la ce  to  go.
PM: W ell9 I  g o t a good im p ressio n  from  W ashington U n iv er s i ty 's  Chancellory B a p t is t

i Church m in is te ry  Chamber o f  Commerce p res id e n ty  a l l th o se  p eop le  they  encouraged 
I me. So I  to ld  p eo p le . Some p eop le  sa idy " I f  you Mr. Morimoto go3 I ' l l  go w ith 
' you. " SOy some peop le came o u t w ith  me to  h e re . I  to ld  a l l  th e  d i f f e r e n t  mess

h a llsy  you know3 to ld  a l l  th e  p e o p le 3 you d o n 't  have to  be a f r a id , because th e re  a re 
a lo t  o f  gob open ings; th ey  w i l l  a ccep t yott. So3 I t o ld  them.

PW: What k in d  o f  work d id  you do; what gob a f t e r  th a t?
PM: | Teaching sch o o l.

RW:

r

I  d id n ' t  q u ite  undersZgnd. . .
Ifdas teaching sjdffolKfaere•. • Ohyjgust^a-^iniTte^ ■ ■ £» go£^a caZZ from long âistèmoe, 

“tlong pause) Âl̂ '̂ digli t'. ""/gust a  mimite^

RW: Was th a t  Japan es §, schffb Z **
c a l l  mëy so I  p a l l  l a t é t .

RW : Ilmm&tmost f in is h e d .  What sch o o l d id  you teach  a t?
PM: Ohy even ing  sch o o lt W ashington U n iv e rs ity  3 B e r l i t z  Language Schoo l3 2 -5  language

schoo ls  y they ask me to  teach Japanese.

RW: So y you are a co llea g u e  o f  mine a t  Wash. U.
PM: (laughs)
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RW: W ell, ttoat1» rea lly  »reat. Is  tV>ere a»ytfci»g e lae yau wauli l ik e  t t  t e l l  *e? 
PM: Na, I gueaa ttoat’ s a'aaut i t ,

RW: W ell, yan toave t a l i  »» tk ia^s I '«ave »ever kaawa kefare. •
PM: g lad. . • I »ever t e l l  nj  w ia le caaji l i f e .  Tki# is  tke f i r a t  tia.e i*

30 years (laugfca).

RW: Ttaatk yau aa iruck.
PM. teak.



��

Peter Morimoto
U*.

Peter Morimoto was born in Japan.aari came to the U nited States as  

an exchange student. He was teaching in the Japanes e Language School  in  

Sacramento, Cali fornia, when the war toxxk began. E vacuated. to the Tule  

tfeke Relocat ion Center, he did his best  to co-oper ate with the administrat ion  

and to advise and assist other evacuees from Sacram ento. finxiingntihoniiaTianQfln  

hQBfcWxfcyntacBGtic fleBcnofic.fiand nr mens tic He  told me that during the wave of  

hostility" to  and fear of " informers’1 he was calle d "Inu Number Two", that is,  

the next xmxihkmxinxtxofnierndbc after Mr. Noma.

When I interviewed him

in 1951, he told me that at Tule Lake his best free nd had been Mr. lest,  

the Project Director. *  I asked him: »Cou ld /  you  tell  m e what  ycu  did  

r ight after y o u  lef t  Tule Lake?» he responded.



*Well3 as I  sa id 3 I  was a le a d e r  o f  the peop le  mdpd^£.s±Qaattrm Hr. B e s t
ccnd some peop le  ashed  me3 "Morimoto3 you are the  lead e r  o f  th i s  camp and th e  p eop le 
they d o n 't  want to  go o u t3 you know. So we pay you a ll  your t r a v e l in g  exp en ses3 
so why d o n 't  you go o u t by y o u r s e l f ;  look  around a ll  M idwestern c i t i e s  ana E a ste rn 
c i t i e s . " So 3 they  bought me t r a in  t i c k e t ^ S o  I  s to p ped  by Chicago 3 M ilwaukee 3 
C in c in n a ti3 C leveland3 a l l  th o se  c i t i e s ,  m & ^co lleg e p re s id e n ts  and church le a d e r3 
and chamber o f  commerce p r e s id e n t , liken I  ask th o se  peop le  i f  th ey  a ccep t Japanese 
peop le  i f  they g e t  o u t from th e  camp. So c&l I  ask  in v th o se  c i t i e s  and th ey  s a id 3 
"Yes. " "Send them in . "

RW: Can you remember when th is  was when you were doing t h i s ?

PM: fend o f  1945. ̂

I___  �

Wi: Y@£a> B ig h t a f t e r  th e  war.

*1% Then a l t  c i t i e s ;  none o f  the c i t i e s  o b je c t3 you know; th ey  welcome. So3 I  re tu rn e d 
to  Tule Lake. I  w ro te th e  newspaper a r t i c l e  3 b ig  a r t i c l e  ¡and I  ta lk e d  to  a l l 
d i f f e r e n t  mess h a l ts . Kah -A)», m rrvd; Jfcon't be &1j?aid to  g e t o u t;  t h e y ' l l  w e l�
come. Then^encourage a l l  th e  p eo p le . D on 't stay~f&mi; war has end. You peop le 
have to  g e t  o u t. . . e a r l i e r  th e  b e t te r .  But I  g o t the  b e s t  im p ress io n  from  S t . 
L ou is3 so I  moved h ere .

RW: So3 you thought th a t was th e  b e s t  p la ce  to  go.
PM: W etl3 I  g o t a good im p ressio n  from  Washington U n iv er s i ty 's  C nancello r3 B a p t is t

Church m in is te r 3 Chamber o f  Commerce p r e s id e n t3 a l l th o se  peop le  they  encouraged 
me. So I  to ld  p eo p le . Some peop le  s a id 3 " I f  you*lJr. Morimoto g » 3 I ' l l  go w ith 
y o u ."  So3 some peop le  came o u t w ith  me to  he re . ‘ I  to ld  a l l  th e  d i f f e r e n t  mess 
h a l l s 3 you know3 to ld  a l l  th e  p e o p le 3 you d o n 't  have to  be a f r a id 3 because th e re  are 
a to t  o f  jo b  open ings; they  w i l l  accep t you. So3 I  to ld  them.

RW: i What k in d  o f  work d id  you do; what jo b  a f t e r  th a t?
PM

RW

RW:

PM:

Teaching sch o o l.

I  didnjf; auLtCaAmdo^ tp n���� ��� �

'T  ere^ Oh.
j m i  n tlte . ,ni s e) ¿ y fli ' .

j u s t ^ M ^ m m . ^ g o t 7 a eaflfl from  Idhg^-dit ta n c e .

fag th a t  g d ja p p m 0 e s choo 1 ? 
lom ebodfoan T rfi3̂ @ ^ c < t l l  lg te r >

__  _ What sch o o l d id  you teach  a t?
Oh3 even ing  sch o o l, W ashington U n iv e rs i ty 3 B e r l i t z  Language Schoo l3 2- 
sch o o ls3 they  ask me to  teach Japanese.

language

RW: You have told me things I have never known b e f o r e . ,  .

PM: I&m glad. . . I never tell  al l  my whole camp li fe. This is f i rst t ime in 30  
years (laughs).


