


ca. Oct. 12, 1981

Hello
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Hello, Is this || aAs ;irimtfé+t,
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I'm Professor Rosalie Wax, and I don't know whether Mr.:l\ A4

talked to you about me. I had lived in Tule Lake Center...
Yeah? (very interested) Is that right!
And I was the one person who went in and walked around and

talked to people all the time.

Is that right! And you're here now in St. Louis?

And I'm now in St. Louis and the Rockefeller Foundation -
they have given me a little money and they have asked me if
I would talk to any people who were in Tule Lake.

Yes.

And see, you know, about their human feelings..

Yes?

And how the whole evacuation affected them, and how they are

doing now. And I wonder if you'd be willing.

Surely!

You have time now?

Oh yes!

Oh great. Well, we will go ahead and if you get tired or if
you want to stop, you let me know.

Oh yes. Where are you now?

I'm at home. I'm living in St. Louis.

St. Louis?

Yes.

Where?




N
I live 6@ Westmoreland, right near the University.

Yes, yes, Washington University.

Yes. I am a retired professor.

Oh? (surprised) I see..

And I was 31, 32 in the camps.

Oh?

And I think what Mr.,i;i;_said, you were a couple of years

older.
Which Mr. 4. &5
dom Tide
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Oh,

Yes.

N
Oh yes, I am much older than @A\

Yes.

Laughs.

You are older than me. (laughs).
Yes, yes.

____(?) with respect

I'm a retired man. (laughs)

I'll be 70 next month.

I'm 74 already.

Oh yeah.

Yes

I'11 ask you some questions and you don't have to answer
them if you do not want to, and you can say just what you
please if you like.

Surely..

First, I would like to know a little about your life before

Pearl Harbor struck and what you were doing.

Surely.




?

Well, can we meet you someplace then.
Well, I was wanting to interview you over the phone.
Oh, I see..
I have a recorder.
Oh, I see.. Well, I was teaching in Sacramento, California.
You were living in Sacramento?
Yes, I was teaching in Sacramento, California,in the Japanese
Language School.
Oh, you were a language school teacher?
Yes. And I was there about a year and a half to 2 years.
Yes. Hm, Hm.
And, then Pearl Harbor, they evacuated to Walaga,
then... To Tule Lake
Which was the one you were evacuated to?
Walagae Walaga
is just a few miles from Sacramento. That's, I think an
Assembly center.
That was the ASSembly center they sent you to?
Yes. - )
ANy VS L
And tould you tell me a little about what,before all this
struck, what your hopes were for the future; what you planned
to do, you know, with your life?
Well, before the war?
Yes, before the war.
Well, I came from Japan as an exchange student.
I seesss

And I studied in Colorado and I went to NYU...

Yes.

}a%%n, in 1939-1940 I was teaching a Sakura Gakuen

-~

of Saecramento.

Yes.




And I was teaching a Chu to ka - Middle school.
Yes.. And..

And I was planning to go back to Japan in, end of 1941 or
'42, and then the war start and (laughs) and.ﬁé%g%%%&%%ﬁ%iSible
to return m%%xJapan.

Yes. S0 you wereias.

Well, I spent nearly 3% years in Tule Lake.

Gee, that's a long time.

Well, I was an exchange student you know. I could not get
out from there...

Yes.

E%r that reason.

Argdepi=oema., I was going to ask would you mind telling me
when you were born. I assume you were born in Japan?

Oh yes, naturally.

And your birth it e dtlh

February 15, 1907. (hesitates)

1907? Great, I'll just get that down and...

And I finished grammar school, high school and college in
Japan.

In Japan? And then you came as an exchange student to the
United States?

Right, right,
And then you were teaching Japanese school in Sacramento?
Yes. Yyes,

«esel'1l]l tell you this one, you can judge. Can you tell me
how you felt when you heard the government announcement that
the Japanese American people were ordered to leave their
homes and report to the &ssembly Genters?

Well, after all it was war time, you know.... the country
and the people and everybodyfiggg;génormal..

Yes..




Well,I have complained, but I can't help that..

You can't help that..

Yes, well, many American people ask me here in St. Louis,
we are very sorry; how was the treatment and so and so,

you know?

Yes. 4
u@ to intern
Well, I didn't say much. We were’ ¥ﬂin the United States.
y i ] ) 4 P e S .
If I was in Manchuria or Siberia, I,had miserable time..

A
I have a friend who lost his life in Siberia, S0, but , well,
after all, that is war time, you know, not normal times.
Yes, it could be worse. {ewrsivm
Yes, yes (laughs) butcggzg%mplain (laughs) =
I see, soO &Ben you went to the Assembly €enter all by yourself,
I guess..
eeswWith my wife.

Oh, you were married?

Oh yes, I was married in 1941.

You were married in 1941, Did you have any chilren?

Yes, my son was born in Tule Lake.
Your son was born in Tule Lake?
Yes, and you know, he finished Colorado and got a Masters
from UCLA. Then went into the United States Army.

He went where?

Where? He was in the Army.

Oh, he went into the Army?

Yes, he was in the Army and stayed 4 years; came out as a
Captain. _ }

This was in /ﬁﬁ? War?

No, no, Vietnam!

Vietnam.

Yes.

Excuse me, I... (laughs) I'm not as young as I use to be..




RW. Your son was in Vietnam.

PM. My son was in Vietnam, Korea, Okinawa, Taiwan, Phillipines,
all over! He is a camera man; he took a lot of documentary
films for the army; because he studied graphic design in
UCLA.

What kind of design?

Graphic, graphic design.

He took many films in Vietnam?

Yes, he got a lot of citations from the Army, navy and air
force. He made a lot of good film; and he is a film producer
now in Washington, D.C.

Hokh Just

RW./&yonderful!

PM. Yes, commercial film.

RW. Well, then would I be right in saying you didn't find the
assembiN.er=tie 1life in the éssembly €enters too hard?

PM. Well, stembly Center was really bad placej very bad place;
toilet system and mess hall..

RW. What system?

PM. Toilet, you know, and bathroom system was so bad in assembly
center.

RW. Yes.

PM. Oh, my wife could not go to the toilet for 3 days. (aughs)

PM. /®hat's terrible...

RW. I can well... toilets weren't even.. well even in the ®elocation
Genters, bute s
Relocation Eenters were much better than Assembly €enter.
Assembly &enter was very bad...,

Yes.,

Let's see, Di#=. The questiond was how did you manage to cope

with this experience; how was it that your wife finally went

to the toilet (laughs).




Well, she couldn't go but after a while... you gotta go!

(laughs)

You gotta go (laughs) Good for you. To what &elocation

Eenter did they send you?

What?

To what &@location from the.éssembly génter....

Assembly centeﬁ;ggen Tule Lake.

And so you were an 6ld, what they call an ®1d Tulean..
You were there all the time.

Yes, all the time.

Can you remember how you felt when you were told that you
were going to be sent to Tule Lake?

Well, yes, they told me to go to Tule Lake, someplace near
California and Oregon border line.

Andﬁ?ﬁ

flirst

And, I was fmexrex my job as block manager..

wés what?

Block manager.ﬂhanager of each block.. Then next, I took

treasurer of Co-op. Then I was fommunity Activities direc...

supervisor..

Oh.-

That's three jobs I did. Block manager, Co-op treasurer,

then community activities supervisor.

Yes, it was very responsible work..

Yes, very interesting and (laughs) I learned a lot of things.

Kept you accupied.

Well, I could ask, which experiences in Tule Lake do you

recall most strongly?

Wel%,.I have a very pro-Japanese Issei g Fro-Jdapanese—isoed
/c§§§1§1§:5 a little hard time, because I told those Nis#eis,

you know, young people, if you have the chance )~ go to

school or get out from camp and go to school. But that:.»

everybody thought I was telling all young people, you know,

get out from the camps and go to school and all the Issei

people said, "you are a leader of this camp, why... you




FOOTNOTE p. ¥{ 8.

R. I suggest that what Mr, Iida is trying to tell me is that seme "pro-Jap-

anese Issei" were kabhfingnhhmnthatnhn implying that hnxtliiumldnhnilgm g
he were "true Japanese™ he would not be k= advising young people te

leave the camp and go te scheel,




(consbirred)

shouldn't say such things, you know.. accué;ing me you

are Japanese?1 (laughs) They §§§§ come in the evenings,

to my place.. they would.. I had a hard time... but I

had to tell the truth for the young people, you know. It's
0ld people like you, it's all right; but young people,

19, 20 young people, they have a chance for a big future.
This is very interesting. Of course, you were then a
young man and you weren't afraid that they were going to beat
you up like..

No, no, they were all my friends, you know. Well, if you
have a chand%vl recommend to get out of camp and go to
school. That's all.. the Essei people got mad at me..
(laughs)

Not only thate....

I g%%ﬁigo Sad the tfuth..‘

There were these gégfegationists, how do you say in

-

Japanese - Hemwistey |\ (-OATFON 0q  pp 00 )

‘,n'\,"‘ A g ". xe v
I was at that time, you know, at the/segration time, I was

an interpreter of someone, they can explain that, you know.
But, I just said Yes and No answer. Not No, No.

Oh, you were a Yes and No.- .yes

And how did you feel about the military questionnaire?

Well, they shouldn't ask that question in the first place,
you know. That is wrong. They shouldn't ask that

question. We were in camp.. I think the question is wrong,
but I answered; everyone had to answer; but I'!m not
interested in.ﬁié%?questionnaire.

Yes, I see. Well, maybe I could ask you..Lots and lots

of thinks happened in Tule Lake while we were there...

Yes, yes.




RW.
PM.

RW.

Anything today...
]
I tell you something new. /How long were you there in
Tule Lake?
Well, I first.. when I went to work for the University of
a
CaliforniaCStudy. you know, I was first in gila; then I
- gl ZAY
wet some friends there who , had=gobben segregated.And I
v151ted in Tule Lake in early 1944 and I came and lived
there from May, 1944 until a whole year later.
m(ﬂ.‘ ’L;T n
Well, do you know some xno#enee where €Go-op was (§eneral

S,
A%anager.. somebody assag#nate..klll....

I certainly.. not only that but before he was killed there

were a lot of people beaten up; because they were suppose

3

emt | e . N ovm
to be and then.../ Mr,|N 0Wo..
~

Mr. \l revoshe was Eéneral‘ganager of Go-op. At that time
I was treasurer of Go—op.

You were what?

I was treasurer of €0-op. Treasurer..

How do you spell that, I'm sorry..

PM. /Tg%%SEkbf' you know.. general manager, Treasurer, you know

RW.
PM.

I see.
Mr. Nov® 'was general manager and I was treasurer, you know,
handle the money and everything. Next victim was ?ﬂ“t“”“*lgz

(laughs) They said they had long list of about 10 people.

L
Oh yes, thq’e was suppose to be number one mrrRuX tWAL.

Yes, number one; number two was Léi;gy&fx S0 government asked
me, "why don't you come into the inside of the government
they took

building." So/all family;took us there for 4 or 5 days;

but I couldn't stay there, you know. So I returned and I
announced at mess hall, "I have to leave my barrack to the
administration building"”, but I can not stay any longer,
where I don't care whatever happens, but I returned to my

block. Oh, everybody prayed for me, you know (laughs).




You know, that really took guts, I know. Did you
have any idea why they killed Mr. ﬁLC@Lﬁhj

~\)

g\l
Well, I think, I don't know. Weds, when you are in that

1?9

position, a}lot of complain®*% anything you know. People
think tﬁg€i¥ﬁey are dictator.. doing Gouop all by
themselves; but we have a bhesPd @o-op board member, and
they can't do anything one man, you know. ZEspecially the
€o-op system, you have to consult everything'board members,
treasurer, assistant, everything.VAThey can't do anything
by themself. But a lot of peopléjggﬁ't know those things.
I'm doing the samgﬁggrﬁ;giz, No., but I have 5 or 6
accountants working for me, you know.
Of course...

T et
llgw Za;bookkeepers. you know.. So those things happened
in camp.. that'éfg;mp. (laughs)
I heard that they were carefully edited.. how should I
say.. that the accountants went over it afterwards and
there was no bad stuff going on at all in the &o-op. It was
just rumor and gossip.
Yes, that gossip, you can't go do anything about it,
you know.— inside €o-op.
When you left the €o-op, did you have any other joﬁ;
what did you do then?
Co-op.. radical group we cali{ Manzanar group,
you know. At that time we had a group come in from

Manzanar. Those groups took over €o-op..

A
Yes George ﬁﬁﬁﬁm&uylpwvﬁw

Yeah, yeah. I remember that. He is nice, personally he
is good, EEE those groups took over €o-op, so I resigned.
Then I took community activities supervisor.

Yes. Did you know another young man who was sometimes

3 » . 3 . 7 ‘)
in community activities, George j/QovkiLK(A{.
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] ey
‘ﬁ})J‘l es, very well.

You knew him very well?

Yes, he is in Japan ysuaknow.ﬁi~:h§ A

He was a good friend of mine. I knew him in Gila..

Oh, is that right. Yes, I know that.

I knew him and his wife.

I think he is some hotel man, eﬂ? He's working in hotel?
I heard that in Japan.. that, this is what I read in a*
book)that he had got¥em a very good job; that he was a
director.

Yes, he has a very good job in Japan.

Yes, director of the railroad, you know.

Oh, is that right?

That's what I heard.

Oh, I see..

He really did good for himself. This is so fine to get
you because this is the first time that I've been able
to talk like this to someone who was in the co-op.

Oh, I'm glad.

Let's see, I'll ask a somewhat different question. Did
A ujv

you have any personq#X;;rsons. whom youAthoLght were

your remiky good friends, you know, who you felt that these
men will really stand by me in Tule Lake? 7

Well, I have some administration buildings..AécégwééBa
friendﬂ, even director was very good. He recommended..
good recommendation letter to anybody. I still have that
letter, you know in my memory.

Was this Mr.Eéf%ﬂor..

Ygsyé%
(Mr. ELQ”d:s good.,

Yes, I kniw him.




Among the Japanese - any good friends?
Oh yes, yes. I was living in the block manager— doctor's block,
you know.
Oh yes, of course..
Block seven..
Block seven..

e/
Dre ___, Dr. ____ all those doctors x good friends.
That's nice because younger people I have talked to..
sometimes went to Tule Lake and they were so scared that
they hardly ever made a friend.

Oh, I enjoyed it. I would like to meet them sometime

before I die. (laughs). =

Wlﬁﬂ /’f’.&}»-«'/l»k h et 93 e kad-To Gk

vssevh s, in California. Well, I'll tell them about you
A Wy o \A RN

and let me ask you just a)crazy question here. J®)there

any people in Tule Lake, who you felt were being, any
group or people, who were being very foolish or stupid
in what they were doing?

Well, I'1ll tell yBu. One fellow here in St. Louis;

that time he was' very peor Japanese young man and he

said .. we call wa-sho wa-sho group..

[— —

Yeah, yeah..
I think all those group went to Japan. They denounced

=)
ot
Ahon (YA W A

their citizenship; thenhwént to Japan. Then thu,\returned
her%) Oh, he is a nice gentleman now; so quiet. I ask
him sometime, what happen to him so many years ago, you
were so radical...

D da
e
Yes, everybody's going bmmsk Nipggn.. and they come back..

e

Ok
&o:, that time was really crazy; he said "I was really

crazy," I said, well that was war time.
maybe
Gee,/I wonder, is he in St. Louis?
Yes, we play mah jong and we are good friends now, you

know, very good friends.




Do you think he might talk to me or do you think he
wouldn't like to talk about it? J
Oh, he doesn't mind.. His name is_______ Maybe he dartam /A
wost like you asking about this story..

That's what people hate to... is it _

Seees ;
He's a landscape man, gardenerﬁéﬁd busy. You just call
evenings. I'll give you telephone number.

All right. It will be interesting to see.. sometimes it

is interesting to see what people don't want to talk about,
you know.

Well, you can try.

You got his phone number therez

Yes, I have it hereese. -
I'll give him a try..

Wife's name is _ g

She was in Japan too. He and ____ went to Japan together.

In 1946 and so on? e

AATE
Yes, 1946 and they returned her%qIS - 17 years ago. American
\! J\-) ,:,LQ)

government said/you denounce American citizenship, but
that's all right. We give back to you American citizenship,
so nice, you know.“

That was nice..

So, everybody returned to this country.

Many of my friends.and people I have talked to returned and

some have what they tell pme was‘thétAlife in Japan,igzggg

# was just terrible; they didn't have enough to eat and
it made me cry.

W 2L, Qs
ihose were young people, you know. Parents, father and
the mother influence denounce citizenship; then very
radical, but of course maybe young man think he all

right, but father and mother strong}y, you know, against

this country.




And you know, like some I talked to, 11l or 14 years
old, well you have to do what...

Yes, that's right, that's right..I think American
government knows that.. that's why they thought, well,
it's okay,we give you citizenship again (laughs)..

I think that is really very.. a good thing.

Yes, yes, I think so. I think that is American democracy.

T

X
\“ ¥ o

I read of tsagif‘things happening in Americay but I
always tell myself it's much worse in other places..
Right, right, yes.. that's right.

Now let's see..As you look back on this experience in

Tule Lake, which of the experiencéihas affected you the
]

most deeply?

In Tule Lake?

Yes.

Some good thing or bad thing?

Well, both, what was most good?

Well, I...(hesitate)

or painful

I think Sacramento area people, they know I was teaching
head of school, so they listened to me, you know, what

I said, those people. Well, you are school teacher, and
you are head of teacher's group, so...that I admire those
people when I was a ‘o«op board member and they listened
to me. So, I thought I should lead them in my best way,
you know, even old people[°§oung people. ‘2gdt¥ﬁing,

I didn't have much bad thing; only a few people, but,

you know, criticize that I'm too lenient with the young
people. (hesitate)

I didn't quite understand you when I asked. What I asked
was what in Tule Lake happened that really hurt you most?
Well, it didn't hurt me...

Nothing, nothing you would say... and let's see..

I do not regret anything while I was in Tule Lake.

I just felt maybe it was waste 3% years in Tule Lake,

put I have a lot of experience. (laughs)




When you think back. I'll ask it this way..what was the
happiest experience?,

In Tule Lake?

Yes.

Well..(long pause) I don't know what my happiest experience
in Tule Lake.. I don't know. I can't think of that.

Well, that's okay. I just thought there wasﬁt'iét me see

on these questions..Oh yes, c‘%(?é& tell me what you did
right after you left Tule Lake?

Tule Lake?

Yes.,

Well, As I said, I was a leader of the people and administra-
tion office, Mr.Eﬁéf/and some people askﬁge,'fﬁﬂﬁkﬁgfﬂz_,
you are the leader of this camp and the peopleﬂégﬁw% want to
go out, you know. So we pay you all your traveling expenses,
so why don't you go out by yourself; look around all Midwestern
cities and eastern cities. So, they bought me train ticket.
So I stopped by Chicago, Milwaukee, Cincinnati, Cleveland,
all those\cities. Met college presidents, and church
leaderj&EKamber of commerce president. Then I ask those
people if they accept Japanese people if they get out @t,{#:“w
camp. So all I ask in those c1t1es\a&é~e&&-thoee-beap%e
said yes:'\gend them 1n.' ,

Can you remember when this was when you were doing this?

- 1945.

I would think this would be early 1945..

No, end of 1945.

Oh, end of 1945.

Yes, right after the war.

and to find placeSes..

Then all cities; none of the cities object, you know;

they welcome. So, I returned to Tule Lake. I wrote the
newspaper article, big article and I talked to all

M

different mess halls. You do not afraid; ncﬁ&be afraid

1
to get out; they'll welcome. Thenj/vn ourage all the

people. Don't otay out; war has end. You people have

B
to get out.. ear%t the better. ue&&, I got the best

impression from St. Louis, so I moved here.




S0, you thought that was the best place to go.

Well, I got a good impression from Washington University'g
Chancellor, Baptist Church m%gister, chamber of commerce
president, all those people/engguraged me. So I told
people. Some people said, "if you Mr.?lf”%?:f%j ey
I'll go with you." So, some peoplé came out with me to
here. I told all the different mess halls, you know,
told all the people, you don't have to be afraid,
because there are a lot of job openings; they will accept
you. So, I told them.

What &ind of work did you do; what job after that?
Teaching school.

I didn't quite understand...

I was teaching school here. Oh, just a minute, I got

a call from long distance.. just a minute.

(long pause) All right.

Was that a Japanese school?

Somebody call me, so I call later.

I'm almost finished. What school did you teach at?

Oh, evening school, Washington University, Berlitz
Language School, 2 -3 language schools, they ask me to
teach Japanese.

S0, you are a collegue of mine at Wash. U.

Laughs.

Well, that's really great. Is there anything else you
would like to tell me?

No, I guess that's about all.

Well, you have told me things I have never known before..

all
I'm glad..I never tellY my whole camp life. This is the

first time in 30 years (laughs) ,

Well, I'1l tell you this, because sometimes I talk wiih v
some people and it was such a sad experience, that it just
made me remember sad things and I feel bad. Talking with

o
WO

you has\given me strength to continue.
/\
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PM.
RW.
PM.
RW.

PM.

Oh good, good.. L'm glad.

Thank you so much..

Yeah
Good-bye

Good-bye.
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er 1981

PETER M@RIMOTO
12, Oet
i

fn 1944 and 1945 all of my Japanese American respondents tried to
dissociate themselves from the despised and hated informers and accommo-
daters -- the inu. Everyone I talked to was, or appeared to be afraid of
being called an inu. In June of 1944, five men, suspected of being inu were
severely beaten and on the night of July 2, Mr. Noma, the Chairman of the
Cooperative Enterprises, was murdered. At that time, most of my respondents
approved of the beatings - or felt impelled to express approval.

Though, in 1981-82 I was interested in what Japanese Americans might
wish to tell me about this tragic period of camp life, I did not include
specific questions about the beatings or the murder in my questionnaire.
Somewhat to my surprise, four respondents, three men and one woman, spontaneously
told me how they had said or done what they thought was right and, in
consequence, had been stigmatized as inu. Three respondents spoke well
of Mr. Noma. Some told me how other well intentioned people had been
called inu by "the radicals." Only one respondent spoke critically of
"people who co-operated with the administration and spied on us."

In 1981-1982 Peter Marimoto was the first respondent to tell me how and
why he had been called an inu.

Mr. Marimoto, age 35 was born in Japan, finished college there,
and then came to the United States. He told me that he had attended college

in Colorado and at New York University.

Peter Marimoto: And then, 4in 1939-1940 1 was teaching a Sakura Gakueu
04 Sacaramento and a Cau fo ka - Middle School... And T was planning
to go back to Japan af the end of 1941 on '42, and then the warn starnt
and (Laughs) it was impossible to neturn to Japan.

Rosalie Wax: Can you tell me how you felt when you hearnd the government
announcement that the Japanese American people were orndered to Leave
thein homes and report to the Assembly Centerns?




PETER MORIMOTO
12 October 1981

Well, after all it was war time, you know...the country and the people
and everybody, they're not nommal...1 have complained, but I can't help
Lhati. <

You can't help that...

Ves. Many Ameniecan people ask me here in St. Louis, we are very 50rry;
how was the treatment and s0 and 50, you know?

Yes.

Wetl, 1 didn't say much. We were Lucky to be intern in the United States.
14 1 was 4in Manchwiia on Siberia, T would have had miserable time... 1
have a §riend who Lost his Life in Siberia. So, but, well, after all,
that is warntime, you know, not nowmal times.

Yes, 4t could be worse.

Yes (Laughs) but can't complain (Laughs).

I see, 40 then you went to the Assembly Center all by yowwsekf, 1 guess...
.. with my wige.

Oh, you were married?

Oh yes, 1 was marviied in 1941.

Did you have any children?

Ves, my son was born in Tule Lake. Ves, and you know, he finished CoLorado
and got his Mastens grom UCLA. Then went into the United States Anmy.
He was in the Aumy and stayed 4 yeans; came out as a Captain.

Yourn son was in Vietnam?

My son was in Vietnam, Korea, Okinawa, Taiwan, Phillipines, all over! He 4%
a camera man; he took a Lot of documentarny §ilms forn the Aumy; because he
studied graphic design in UCLA.

He took many §iL€ms in Vietnam?

Ves, he got a Lot of citations grom the Ay, Navy, Ain Force. He made a Lot
of good §ilm; and he 4is a film producer now in Washington, D.C.

That's just wondernful!
Yes, commercial §4L€m.

Well, then would I be rnight in saying you didn'zt find Life in the Assembly
Centerns too harnd?

Well, Assembly Center was really bad place; very bad place; toilet system and
mess hatl...




PETER MORIMOTO
12 Octoben 1981

R.W. What system?

P.M. Todlet, you know, and bathroom system was s0 bad in Assembly Center.

R.W. Ves.
PM:  Oh, my wife could not go to the toilet for 3 days. (Laughs)

PM: Oh, that's ternible.

RW: I can well...toilets wenen't even...well even in the RelLocation Centens,
bltits.,

PM:  Relocation Centers were much betten than Assembly Centens.

RW:  Let's see. (Looks at questionnarie). The question was, how did you
manage Lo cope this this experience; how was it that your wife §inally went
to the toilet (Laughs).
WetLl, she couldn't go, but after a whife...you gotia go!
(Laughs) Good for you. To what Relocation Center did they send you.
Assembly Conten -- then Tule Lake.
And 50 you were an 0&d Tulean., .

Yes, all the time.

Can you remember how you felt when you were told that you were going to
be sent to Tule Lake?

Well, yes they tokd me to go to Tule Lake, some place near California and
Oregon border Line...And, 1 was §inst my fob as block managen...Then next,
I took treaswrer of Co-es. Then T was Community Activities directox...
AUPRAVAS 0N .

Oh.

That's three fobs 1 did. BlLock manager, Co-es, theasurern, then Community
Activites supervison.

It was very responsible wonk.

Yes. Verny interesting and (Laughs) 1 Learned a Lot of things.

Which experiences in Tule Lake do you recall most strongly?

Well, I have a very pro-Japanese Issei criticize (me) and 1 had a Little
hard time. Because I told those Nisei, you know, young people, "I§ you have
the chance, go to school on get out from camp and go to school.”...And all

the N.isei said, "You are a Leader in this camp...You shouldn't say such
things," Accusing me, "Are you Japanese?" (Laughs) They even came in the
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PM:
(con't)

evenings to my place. 1 had a hard time. But I had to tell the thuth

gor the young people, you know. (I told Issei) "It's ofd people Like you,
AL's all night; but young people, 19, 20, young people, they have a chance
gon a big future.”

04 course, you were then a young man and you weren't agraid that they were
going fo beat you up Like.

"No, no. They were all my griends, you know. Well, if you have a chance
I necommend to get out of camp, you know. The Tsses people got mad at me. . .
(aughs). . . T just told the truth.

How did you geel about the military questionnaire?

WekLl, they shouldn't ask that question in the §inst place, you know. That
A8 weong. . . We were 4n camp. . . 1 think the question 48 wrong, but I
answered. Everyone has to amswer. . . 1 just said Yes and No answerns, not
No-no.

I see. . .Lots and Lots of things happened at Tule Lake while we were there. . .

I £ell you something new. . . Do you know some incident where Co-es, was
General Manager, somebody assisinate. . .kill?

But before he was killed there were a Lot of people beaten up; because they
were supposed to be inu and then. . . Ma. Noma.

Mr. Noma was General Manager of Co-op. . . T was treasurnen, you know, handle
the money and everything. Next victim was Merimate (Laughs). They said
they had Long List of about 10 people.

Oh yes. They were supposed to be Number 1 AN,

Yes, Number One; Number Two was Merimoto. So government ask me, Why don't
you come Anside of government building." So they took all gamily; took us
there fon 4 on 5 days. But 1 couldn't stay there, you know. . . 1

returned to my block. Oh, everybody prayed for me.

What did you do then?

Radical group we call Manzanar group. . .These group took overn Co-op. So 1
nesigned. Then T took Community Activities SUpPeAVALL K.

Did you know another young man who was in Community Activities, Geonge Wakiea?
Wakia? Yes, very well.

He was a good friend of mine, 1 knew him in Gila.

Oh, 4is that rnight?

This 48 the ginst time that 1've been able to talk Like this to Aomeone
who was 4in the Co-op.

Oh, I'm glad.
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RW:  Let's see. I'RL ask a somewhat different question. Did you have any
person orn persons whom you really thought were yourn good griends, you know,
who you felt +that these men will really stand by me in Tule Lake?

Welkl, 1 have some administration buildings. . . 1 had a good §riend, even
director was very good. He necommended. . . good recommendation Letten to
anybody. 1 s3tLL have that Letter, you know, in my memory,

Was this Mr. Best on .

Yes. Mrn. Best was good.

Yes, 1 knew him.

Among the Japanese - any good friends?

Oh yes, yes. 1 was Living 4in the bLock manager - doctorn's block, you know.

BLock seven. . . Dx. LD all those doctons are
good friends.

That's nice because youngen pecple 1 have talked to. . . sometimes went to
Tule Lake and they were 50 scared that they hardly ever made a friend.

Oh, T enjoyed it. 1 would Like to meet them sometime begfore 1 die. (Laughs)

Let me ask you just a kind of crazy question here. Were there any people in
Tule Lake, who you felt were being, any group or people, who were being very
goolish on stupdd in what they wenre doing?

Well, 1'LE tell you. . . we call wash sho wash sho. . . I think all those
ghoups went to Japan. They denounced fheir citizenship; then they went %o
Japan. Oneg fellow here in St. Louis; that time he was very poor Japanese
young man." Then, when he returned here; Oh, he 45 a nice gentleman nowp
50 quiet. 1 ask him somethime, what happen fo him 50 many years ago, you
were 50 radical. . .

Yes, everybody's going Dal Nippon. . . and they come back. . .

Oh, that time was really crazy; he said, "I was really crazy." 1 said,
well that was war time.

Gee, maybe 1 wondern, 45 he in St. Lowis?
Yes, we play mah fjong and we are good griends now, you know, very good friencs.

Do you think he might talk to me orn do you think he wouldn't Like to talk
about At?

Oh, he doesn't mind. . . His name 44 . Maybe he doesn't Like
you asking about this story. . .
He's a Landscape man, gardener here and busy. You just call evenings. I1'LL
give you telephone number.

He and his wife went to Japan together.

T. Mr. Merimoto 4is nregerrning to M. Iisa, grom whom 1 subsequently obtained
an Anterview.
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RW:

In 19467

Yes, An 1946 and they returned here about 15-17 yearns ago. American government
said, "Well, you denounce American citizemship, but that's all right. We

give ALt back to you American citizenship."

So, everybody returned to this country.

Many o my griends and people 1 have talked to returned and some have. .
What they tell me was that often Life in Japan was fjust tewrible; they
didn't have enough to eat. And it made me cry.

Wekll, sometime those were young people, you know. Parents, father and the
mother ingluence denounce citizenship; then very radical, but o4 course maybe
young man think he all night, but father and mother strongly, you know, againsit
this country.

I think Amernican govermment know that. . . that's why they thought, well,

At's okay, we give you citizenship again (Laughs). . .

1 think that is neally very. . . a good thing.
Yes, yes, 1 think s0. 1 think that 45 American democracy.

I nead of terrnible things happening in America, but 1 always tell myself Lt's
much wornse in othern places. .

Right, night, yes. . . that's night.

Now, Let's see. . . As you Look back on this experience in Tule Lake, which
o4 the experiences has affected you the most deeply?

In Tule Lake?

Yes.

Some good thing, or bad thing?

Well, both, what was most good?
Well, I. . . (hesitates a Long time)

I think Sacramento area people, they know 1 was teaching head of school,

50 they Listened to me, you know, what 1 said, those people. Well, you are
school teacher, and you are head of teacher's group, 30. . . that T admire
those people when T was a Co-op board member and they Listened to me. So,

I thought 1 should Lead them in my best way, you know, even old people o,
young people. And the bad think, 1 didn't have much bad thing; only a few
people, but, you know, criticize that 1'm too Lenient with the young people.
(hesitates)
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RW:

PM:

RW:
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PM:

RW:

PM:
RW:
PM:

What in Tule Lake happened that really hurt you most?
e e Be e e i
Nothing, you would say.

I do not negret anything while T was in Tu Le Lake. 1 just felt maybe it was
waste 3 1/2 years 4n Tule Lake, but 1 have a Lot of experience. (Laughs)

When you think back,. . . what was the happiest experience?
In Tule Lake?
Yes.

Well . . . (Long pause) 1 don't know what my happiest experience in Tule
Lake. . . 1 don't know. 1 can't think of that.

Well, that's okay. Oh, yes, could you Zell me what you did rnight agter you
Legt Tule Lake?

Tule Lake?

Yes.

Well, as 1 said, I was a Leader of the people and administration office,
Me. Best and some people asked me, "Morimoto, you are the Leadern of this camp

and the people they don't want to go out, you know. So we pay you all your
traveling expenses, 50 why don't you go out by yournsels; Look around all
Midwestern cities and E Btern cities.” So, they bought me train ticket. So
I stopped by Chicago, Milwaukee, Cincinnati, CLeveland, all those cities.
Met college presidents and church Leader, and chamber of commence president.
Then T ask those people if they accept Japanese people 4§ they get out from
the camp. So all 1 ask in those cities and they said, "Yes." "Send them
SR

Can you nemember when this was when you were doing this?

1945 5.5

I would think this would be early 1945. . .

No, end of 1945.

And to find places. . .

Then all cities; none of the cities object, you know; they welcome. So,

I neturned to Tule Lake. T wrote the newspaper article, big article and 1
tokked to all different mess halls. Don't be agraid to get out; they'll
weleome. Then, encouwrage all the people. Don't stay out; war has end. You

people have fo get out. . . earlien the better. But I got the best impression
grom St. Louis, 50 I moved here.




PETER MORIMOTO
12 Octobern 1981

RES
PM:

So, you thought that was the best place to go.

Well, I got a good Ampression grom Washington University's Chancellon,

Baptist Church minister, Chamber of Commerce president, all those people

they encouraged me. So 1 told people. Some people said, "I you Mr. Morimoto
go, T'RL go with you." So, some people came out with me to here. 1 told all
the different mess hatks, you know, told akl the people, you don't have to be
agraid, because there are a Lot of job openings; they will accept you. So,

1 told them.

What kind of work did you do; what job after that?
Teaching school.
What school did you teach at?

Oh, evening schook, Washington University, Berlitz Language School, 2-3
Language schools, they ask me to teach Japanese.

So, you are a colleague o4 mine at Wash. U.
(Laughs )

Well, that's really great. 1s there anything else you would Like to tell
me?

No, 1 guess that's about Ait.

Well, you have ftokd me things 1 have never known before.

I'm glad. . . I never tell my whole camp Life. This is the §inst time in
30 yearns (Laughs).

Thank you 50 much

YVeah.
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PETE®R MORIMOTO

In l?h& and 1945 all ef my Japanese American resendents tried te dis-
L

|

asseciate themselves frem the despised and hated infermers and accemdaters —-
the inues Everyene I talked te was, or appeared teo be afraid ef being called
an inu. In June eof 194, five men, suspected of being iggﬁﬂf were

*xT axEfmocih XM Tmarmotm X RRACE KmcmEmS »© el @ 1K, i TSN T 0 A
severely seaten and en the night ef July 2 Mr. Nema, the Chariman of the
Ceeperative Enterprises, was murdered, At that time, mest ef my ressendents
xaxxexuxdxeintnenbachingaénonekodedtc apsreved of the beatings - or felt
impelled te exsress appreval,

Theugh, in 1981-82 I was I intBrested im what Japanese Americans might
wish te tell joexkxx me abeut this mxx tragic eeried ef camp life, I did net
include seecific mxm questiems akeut the beatings eor the murder in my
questicanaire, Semewhat te my sursrise, four xixwmy respendents, three men
an ene weman, ZNEEX spenteecusly kmii xmfiaxmziimamninzizhandiypteld me

Lo
khew they had said rrAﬂﬁue what they theugal was riga. eresec®nt and, in
EE censeguence,had been stizmalized as iau. Three respendeats seeke well
of ¥r. Nema. .0// Seme teld we hew ether well intenticned geeple had been
skiiguavinadnn xxk callee ipu by "the radicala". Ongy cne respendeat
sneke critically ef “peeple whe ce-eperated wita trne administratien and spgied
en us,"

in XaR@vRekwxxll 1961-1982 Peter Merimdte was-Gag /first respendent
to kmmk tell me wew and why he had been called an Iwx inu,

Mr, Merimete, aze 35 was wern in Japan, finished cellege ithere, and

X~ , . : ;
theTcame teo the United States, He teld we that he had attended cellege

in Celerade and at New Yerk ”niversiﬁvgyrﬂ-thai~hcwﬁadwiauzbtwttﬂtbe1533323




Peter Morimete: Amd thew, in 1939-19,,0 I was teackime 2 Sakura Cakuen

ef Sacramente and a Chu te ka - Middle Scheel, . . And T was elamuing
te #o back te Japawm in end of 19,1 ax or '))2, aud them the war
start and (laugks) it was imeessible te returm te Jasan,

Resalie Wax: Can yen te2ll wme hew yeu felt when you heard the geverument
anneuncement that Ehe Jasanese American seemie were srdered te
leave their hemes and resert te the Assembly Centers?

Well, after all it was war tine, yeu knew', . , the ceuntry and the seeple

and everybkedy, they/r- net mermal . .. T have cemplained, but T can't

helﬁ 1L g

You can't helwe thaf_ﬁ #1085V
Wexixxkx Yes, Many Americam seeple ask me here in St. Leuis, we are very

serry; hew was the treatment and se and se, you knew?

Yes.
Well T didu't say muck. We were lucky te be iatern in the Hnited States.

If T was im Manchuria er Sibkeria, I weuld have had miserakle time, .., I
Rave a fricwd whe lest his life in Siberia. Se, but, well, after all,
that oowx is wartime, yeu knew, wnet mermal times,

®W: Yes,it ceuld &= werse,
PM: Yes (laugns) bsut can't cemplain (laughs)

/7 ®
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[’/(eré *-&J
W: I see, so then you went to the Assembly Center all by yourself, I guess. . .

R With wife.
:DJ;'E? (K l%&’té" i f

RW: Oh, you were married?
PM: Oh yes, I was married in 1941.

\

RW: Yawswere-marreed-in-1944. Did you have any children?
'PM:  Yes, my son was born in Tule Lake.

: RWE—w=—YOUT 807 WaS-zDorN Lty Lo Take? !
PM: Yes, and you know, he finished Colorado and got a Masters from UCLA. Then went into
the United States Army.

R+ Dent where?
PMr~"Whereleslle ~was~thi-~the-Army .

RWewos O y~he went into-the Army?
;,PM-—WaYes,lﬁa was in the Army and stayed 4 years; came out as a Captain.

/ RU: —TFhis~was in the Koreanskar?
PM: No,. noy~Vietnam!

RW:_— VEetyam.
*Pﬁzé/ Yes. :
ExCuggsme, I. . . (kaugh®)-T'mrrotsagsyoung. as I use. to.be. v,

RW: Your son was in Vietnam.

PM:; . My son was in Vietnam, Korea, Okinawa, Taiwan, Phillipines, all over! He is a
camera man; he took a lot of documentary ﬁzlms for the Army; because he studied
graphic deb@gn in UCLA.

RWe—a ot Kidedwof-destgn?
RMsmeGTaphic, grophée-desdgn.

RW:  He took many films in Vietnam?
Yes, he got a lot of eitations from the Army, Navy, Air Force. He made a lot of
good film; and he is a film producer now in Washington, D.C.

That's just wonderful!
Yes, commercial film.

Well, then would I be. right in saying you didn't find life in the Ass embly Centers
too haWd9

Well, Assembly Center was really bad place; very bad place; toilet system and
mese hall, . .

What system?
Toilet, you know, and bathroom system was so bad in Assembly Center.

Yes.
Oh, my wife could not go to the toilet for 3 days. (laughs)

Oh, that's terrible. . .

I can well. . . toilets weren't even. . . well even in the Relocation Centers,
DYty nilh,

Relocation Centers were much better than Assembly Center.




lle
Let's sere, . (leoks at questiemnaire) the questien was, hew did yeu
manare te cese this this exserience; hew was it that yeur wife fimally
went teo the teilet (laurhs).
PM: Well, she ceuldn't ge, but after a while, . . yen gotta geo! (laughs)

R:W: Sewdixtwxxywn (laughs) Cesd for yeu, Te what Relecatien Center did they
send yeu,

PM: Assembly Center —- them Tule Lake,

And se veu were and 0ld Tulean, .
Yes, 211 the tiwme,

Can yeu remember pew yven felt whew yen were teld that vyeu were reiug teo
be sent te Tule Lake?
kk Well, Xmw ves, they telé me te #e te Tule Lake, some place near
Califernia aud Ormgen berder liwe, ., And, T was first my jed as
bleegk managzer, .. Then wext, T tesk hnesr®r of Ce-eo, Thew I was
ZE¥ Cemwunity Activities éirecter., , /suserviser,
\. r’;: 0 BN ADA™
Oh,
That's three jebs I did., Bleck marager, Ce-ep Xxmam treasurer, then

Cemmunity Activities suserviser,

It was very resgensible werk,
Yes, Very interesting and (laughs) I learwed 2 let of things,

Which exeeriences im Tule Lake de yeu re=call mest strenglv®

Taeea
M Well, I have a very pre-Jaecanese Sewe eriticize (me) and I na2d a

little hard time, Reeause I teld these Nisei,.ywu knew, yeung

peesle, "If yeu have the ehanee, ze te szensel er zet out frem eame and

ge te sekoc]l." omxxkx . o Ard 21] the Issei said, ¥mx "Yeu are a

leader in this eamp., . You shouldn't say sueh taings,"amuwsiongxwexex
Aceusing me, "Are yeu Jaeauese?" (laughs) They even esme in the

evewings te ny xx »lace, I had a hard time, XX Put I 2as te tell the

= O Y]
truth fer F the yourg weesle, yeu knew, (I xxisx teld paen) 'R

eld eeeele 1ike yeu, it's all rigat; but yeuns eacoele, 19,20,
seesle, they kave a ehanee fer a biz future."

RW: Of ceurse, yen were them a yeunz man and you weren't zfraid that they
were zelig kgmﬂ‘tﬁ—ﬁquhﬂ.mizt.zﬂa“r
g y I
/)r,'“ AAA W I TS 2

J \




-
Tl lnexciiégi' "y ’{‘ 3‘ i " 1
, ded: "o, ne, they were all my friewds, yru keew, Well, if yeu have a
ehance I recemmend F te zat sut of eams, you knew, The Issel
peesle cget mad at me, . (lagzhs) .. . I just teld tue truth.
Ri: Hew did you feel @oeil o wilt¥ary an=stieunaire?
HM: Well, they szeuldn't ask that questiem in the _irst :lace, yeu kmew. That
is wreng., , , We were in camp, .. I think the questien is wremg, but I

answered, Fveryewe hae te answer., (., . I just said Yes and Neo answere,
‘le‘t \T'__\Yo "

W dasm, I'nee. . o Lots and letsd/f of thiugs aomxmont haseenes in Tule Take
while we were there,

Hn ' I tell you semetring wew, .. Do ysu krew seme incident wiere
Ce-o0,was Gsneral Hala;cr,. LXERERY semcbedy assassinate...
kill?

p.
?
(Edv 2
f%gzii: Put eefere ke was killed there ware a 1ot of seeple beaten up; because

N omex
they were suspesed te be imu, and them., Mr. Eibe=i. . .
Ng\Mrﬁﬁﬁvﬁﬁﬂvtc: Mr. Nema was &xx Geweral Mawazer ef Ce-op. At that time I
was Treasurer of Co-Bp. . . o I was tr-oasurer, yeu kuew,
handle the meney awd everythiang, Next vietim was Merinete
(lauszhs)., Thaey said they kad lewg list of akeut 10
peesle,’ ‘
K | Retax: Oh yes, Taey were susessed te be xuwixr Number 1 Ieu,
ksw Mrr—Hyniao%o: Yes, Number Cue; Numeer Twe was Merimete., OSe gevermument ask ne,

"iay den't rru eewe iuside of the gevepument zuildirz," OSe

—

/ 2,
///// they teek all family; teek us tmere fer | er f says. But I

eculdn't stay there, ysu kmew. . @eecy 1 returned te my Fleek.
Oh, everybedy erayed fep me . (laughs) . . o
E\Nk:zﬂhx What did yru de then?
NN¥e.Merimete: Radical greup we call Manzanar greup. . These greue
¥

toehsver Ge-sp, . Se I resirwed., Then I teck

Community Activities suserviser.
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Did ysu kwew amether yiunz man whe was xxmztioms ian Cemmunity
Activities, Geerge Wakida?

: Wakida? Yes, very well,

: He was a goed friend of mine., T kmew kim in Gils.
¢ Oh, is that right?

: This is the firﬁt,;*me that I've been able te talk like this te seweene whe
wzs in the Cees, Co-t)o*

Ok, I'm #lad,

Let's see. ., I'11 ask a gemewhat differewt questien., Did yen kave anv
sersen er 2ersens whem ven really theusht were yeur esed friewds, yen
kuew, whe ver felt that tkereese/men will really stawd by me in Tule Lake?

these
Well, T have seme asdministratien euildimgs, ., T had a geed friend, even
directer was very zeed, ¥ He recemmsnded,. geed recemmendatisn letter te

anybody, T still naveffAY that letter, roodooomx yeu kwew, in my

mEMOTY,

RW: Was this Mr. Best or. . .
PM: Yes. Mr. Best was good.

RW: Yes, I knew him.

RW: Among the Japanese - any good friends?
PM: Oh yes, yes. I was living in the block manager - doctor’s block, you know.

Rl o0 yees 507,
i

gﬁ: Block seven. . .
s D, , Dr. all those doctors are good friends.

RW: That's nice because younger people I have talked to. . . sometimes went to Tule
Lake and they were so scared that they hardly ever made a friend.
PM:. Oh, I enjoyed it. I would like to meet them sometime before I die. (laughs)

RW: g;d ~$heve-peopte-T talkedsto-are~in-€aliforuid.. . Hedly I'lb-tell them~abeut you
Eet me ask you just a kind of crazy question here. Were there any people in
Tule Lake, who you felt were being, any group or people, who were being very fbolzsh
or stupzd in what they were doing?
Well, I'll tell you. Ouesfellow-here. in-Btv=Lowis that time he was.veyy poor
Japanese-young me=and=he st . we call wa-sho wa—eho group. .
Y ricde 2UD W l- 4 @iy
Yoahy=geah. g 97 o i
I think all those groups went to Japan. They denounced their citizenship; then they
went to Japan. ?




.

Oue fellew nere in St, Teuis; that time he was very seer Jasanese yeung man

Then when he returned here; Oh, he is a nice gentleman néw; sv
quiet. I ask him sometime, what happen to him so many years ago, you were so
radical. . '

Yes, everybody's going Dai Nippon. . . and they come back. .
Oh, that time was really crazy; he said, "I was really crazy.”" I said, well that
was war time.

Gee, maybe I wonder, is he in St. Louis?
Yes, we play mah jong and we are good friends now, you know, very good friends.

Do you think he might talk to me or do you think he wouldn't Llike to talk about it?
Oh, he doesn't mind. . . His name is . Maybe he doesn't like
you asking about this- story. . .

Rl 's what people-hate to™ . (ealis=ii : wnlkel memsec, . .
PM:  He's a landscape man, gardener here and busy. You just call evenings. I'll give
you telephone number.

He and hWis wife went te Jaman terether,

1. Mr, Merimete is referriur te Mr, Tida, frem whem T snbsequently ebtained
an iet=rview,
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Ri: In 1946 and=to=on? :

PM: Yes, 1946 and they returned here about 15-17 years ago. American govermrient said,
"ell, you denounce American citizenship, but that's all right. We give back to
you American citizenship, sao-dice, you kigeut=™

Rl .. Thatwas*niee. . .
PM: So, everybody returned to this country.

RA: Many of my friends and people I have talked to returmed and some have... Vhat they tell
me was that often life in Japan was just terrible; they didn't have enough to eat. And
1t made me cry.

Well, sometime those were young people, you know. Parents, father and the mother
influence denounce citizenship; then very radical, but of course maybe young man
think he all right, but father and mother strongly, you know, against this country.

RWfﬁ//A)nd yo#«know,n like some. I.talked to, 31 or-14 years'old, well you, have. tomdoswhdt.
/?M: Yesywbhat'eright, Chgtle~rightes. . I think American govermment knows that.
" that's why they thought, well, it's okay, we give you citizenship again (laughs) .

RW: I think that is really very. . . a good thing.
PM: Yes, yes, I think so. I think that is American democracy.

RW: I read of terrible things happening in America, but I always tell myself it's much
worse in other places. . .
PM:  Right, right, yes. . . that's right.

Rd: Now let's see. . . As you look back on this experience in Tule Lake, which of the
experiences has affected you the most deeply?
PM: In Tule Lake? :

RW: Yes.,

PM: Some good thing or bad thing?

‘’W:  Well, both, what was most good?
PM: Well, I. . . (hesitates a long time)

s

PM: I think Sacramento area people, they know I was teaching head of school, so they
{ listened to me, you know, what I said, those people. Well, you are school teacher,
and you are head of teacher's group, so. . . that I admire those people when I was
a Co-op board member and they listened to me. So, I thought I should lead them in
my best way, you know, even old people or, young people. 4nd the bad thing, I
didn't have much bad thing; only a few people, but, you know, eriticize that I'm
too lenient with the young people. ‘(hesitate®)

RW:  Iedidwlé.quite wnderstand you whenF askede Whatesaskedowas What in Tule Lake
.happered that reaily hurt you most?
PM: Well, it didn't hurt me.

RW:  Nothing, mabking you would say.
PM: I do not regret anything while I was in Tule Lake. I just felt maybe it was waste
3% years in Tule Lake, but I have a lot of experience. (laughs)

RW:  When you think backg Iw sit-bhboweye . . what was the happiest experience?
PM: In Tule Lake?

RW: Yes.
PM:  Well. . . (long pause) I don't know what my happiest experience in Tule Lake.
I don't know. I can't think of that.




PM:

RW:
PM:

"0
Well, that's okay. Iwgwet thoughésthere-vas a7 Tt _me see-on theseqqueéfiéﬁﬁl

Oh yes, could you tell me what you did right after you left Tule Lake?
Tule Lake?

Yes.

Well, as I said, I was a leader of the people and administration office, Mr. Best
and some people asked me, "Morimoto, you are the leader of this camp and the people
they don't want to go out, you know. So we pay you all your traveling expenses,

. 80 why don't you go out by yourself; look around all Midwestern cities and Eastern

cities.” So, they bought me train ticket. So I stoppel by Chicago, M lwoukee,
Cineinnati, Cleveland, all those cities. Met college presidents and church leader,
and chamber of commerce president. Then I ask those people if they accept Japanese
people if they get out from the camp. So all I ask in those cities and they said,
"Yes,” "Send them in."

Can yoﬁ remember when this was when you were doing this?
194t

I would think this would be early 1945.
"No, end of 1945, =

“RWsa=“Oh, .end-ofuil@ds.
m==Yeg, right after the war.

RW:
PM:

knd to find places. . .

Then all cities; none of the cities object, you know; they welcome. So, I returned
to Tule Lake. I wrote the newspaper article, big article and I talked to all
different mess halls. Yeusdo-netwafratd; Don't be afraid to get out; they'll wel-
come. Then, encourage all the people. Don't stay out; war has end. You people
have to get out. . . earlier the better. But I got the best impression from St.
Louts, so I moved here. '

So, you thought -that was the best place to go.

Well, I got a good impression from Washington University's Chancellor, Baptist
Church minister, Chamber of Commerce president, all those people they encouraged
me. So I told people. Some people said, "If you Mr. Morimoto go, I'll go with
you." So, some people came out with me to here. I told all the different mess
halls, you know, told all the people, you don't have to be afraid, because thers
a lot of job openings; they will accept you. So, I told them.

What kind of work did you do; what job after that?
Teaching school. g 1)

T didn't quite undergiand.

I was teaching sghé&l?here. Oh,,Just agminttey D got.a. call. from Feng-distawce. .
gust.a minute.~(long pause) williright. o :

W&s)tha a Japanese. sehOOL2 =
Sontel eall mé;-so I eall-later.

Ilmsalmosi. finished. What school did you teach at?

Oh, evening school, Washington University, Berlitz Laiguage School, 2-3 language
schools, they ask me to teach Japanese. o
So, you are a colleague of mine at Wash. U.

(laughs)




RW: Well, that's really szreat, Ts there anything else you weuld like te tell me?
PM: Ne, T guess that's aseut it,

RW: Well, veu have teld we thinzs I have mever knewan befere, ,
PM: T8m glad, . . I never tsll my whele camp life., This ies the first time
30 years (laughs),

"N: Thank yeu se much,
PM. Yeah.
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Peter Morimoto

19071 ., Wa
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Peter Morimote was born in Ja?anta!d came to the United States as

an exchange student. He was teaching in the Japanese Language 8chool .in

Sacramento, California, when the war kxmk began. Evacuated.to the Tule

;éke.ﬁelccajirn Center, he did his best to co-operate with the administration
and to advise and assist other evacuees from Sacramento. Euxiingnthanwauwanafin
hoshihkhynkocaadc leacncficiénéncnenstic He told me that during the wave of
hrstiTitytﬁb and fear of "informers" he was called "Inu Number Two", that is,
the next EmxtRmxtixbxofnxexfx after Mr. Noma.

When I interviewed him

in 1981, he told me that at Tule Lake his best friéend had been Mr. Best,

the Project Director. N I asked him: "Cculdy you tell me what ycu did

right after you left Tule Lake2" he responded:
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RW:  Can you remember when this was when you were doing this?
P04 00,

B L-wontd-thiuk.Lhie-wonldibe= eo:vly TG dpaponm?.
PM: ‘@ Eend of 1945. <

RSO igem 106 g F~FIEET
m:  Yes, Right after the wa

i) Then all cities; none of the cities object, you know; f?vc'y welcome. So, I

I to Tule Lake. I wrote the newspaper article, big article,and I talked to a

| different mess halls. W»;&)tv(tﬁvmd; b’ﬂn't 70 fraid to get out; they'

| come. J?zen},\erlcourage all the people. r‘f‘n't siay \enm, -war has end. You pe
have to get out. . . earlier the better. But I got the best impression
Louts, so I moved here.

So, you thought that was the best place to go.

Well, I got a good impression from Washington University's Charcell
Church minister, Chamber o3 rce president, a.?,Z those pmplc
me. So I told people. Some pec el OTF z/ufﬂ Ir. Morimoto &,
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RW: What kind of work did you do; what job after that?
PM: Teaching schoo«,.

RW: I didnlt-quite, wzdmvé““g)«tﬁ. ci

;T waE L CaeNingeahtol here, .Ohy Just gemifige.. .t got™a e@tl-from loug-dittarce.
o f ; g " e " "
stf{':**d” mznute. @ong~pause) fAlL-might.,

RWsw j/as that o Japarase school?
g*- €om€body call me, soT o:zLZ latern

RW : : V7 school did you teach

PM: Oh, eve’nwzg schooZ, Wa shington University, Berli
sc/zoolu, they ask me to t ach Japanese.

RW: You have told me things I have never known before.

. I never tell all my whole camp life. This is first time in 30
s (laughs).




