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The impact of the war on the community has produced most of the cases handled
by the Dranch during the past twelve months. Racial issues have been predominant,
Questions invelving Negroes, drawn here in large numbers by our war industries,
have been especially numerous. Of paramount importance have been the issues arising
out of the Army's mass exclusion from the Pacific Coast of citizens of Japanese
encestry and their detention in concentration camps, together with the problems
arising from the lifting of the mass exclusion on January 1 and the substitution of
a program of individual sexclusion. Protection of the constitutional rights of ro-
turning Japanese, particularly in agricultural communities, looms large at this
writing.

The war has continued to produce issues involving conscientious objectors,
and it is responsible for a couple of labor issues and a miscellaneous group of
cases pertaining to martisl law, densturalization and due process in the armed
forces. In addition, the Branch hes hendled = large batoh of cases that bear no
reletion to the war, By reason of the all-out support of the war by the Communists
and their embrace of capitalism, no issues involving them have arisen during the
past twelve months, although the usual red-baiting legislation was introduced in
the State Legislaturs,

In submitting this report, it is, of course, out of the question to detail
every bit of business that the office has handled during the past year. The report
undertekes to cover merely the more sigznifiocant issues.

NEGROES

ER CASE: Refusel.of Distriot Attorney Frencis P. Healey of Contras Costa
county to prosecute three Southern whites, who, armed with a

tire iron, a tire wrench and = piece of bumper, beat Homer Turner, Richmond, Calif.
Negro to death while he and two other Fegroes wore at work collecting garbage, led
to an immediate demand by the Branch that Attorney General Robert Kenny exeroise
his powers under the State Constitution to %take over prosecution of the case, In-
stead, ell involved were proseouted but acquitted on riot charges., The Union ocon-
tinued to urge imtervention by lr. Kemmy when no Contra Costa county judge would
issue & murder warrant on the compleint of Homer Turner's sister in the face of an
adverse recommendation from the district attorney, A delegation frem the Branch
and the United Negroess of Americs then met with the attorney general, but he still
refused to intervene. Shortly thereafter, however, the dirsctor of the Branch con-
ferred with the locel city attorney and the police magistrate, and the letser agreed
to sign murder warrants. Last October, cight months after the ineident ocourred,
the three men were tried on murder charges but acquitted., The prosecution wes
handled by the attorney gensral's office when the district attorney stepped out of
the case,

"JIM CROW" UNIONS: The Boilermakers Union's system of "Jim Crow" unions, under

which ell Negto workers wers herded together into "Auxiliery"
lodges, was attacked in the casc of Joseph James ‘vs. lerinship Corporation, in
which the A.C.L.U. appearod as amicus curisce. Operating under a closed shop con-
tract, the Boilermakers tock dues from the Hegro workers, but, in effeoct, rostricted
the rights and privileges of collcotive barzaining to the sc-called Supervising or
white lodge. The California Supreme Court lasgt December sustained an injunction
issued by the Superior Court of Marin county rostraining the company from firing
Negroes for failure to pay dues into the suxiliery lodgze. The court held the Boiler-
makers would either have to disband the Auxiliary and taks FNegroes into the union
with full privileges, or give up its closad shop contract with the employer, be-
cause the diserimination was contrary to public policy,

WAR MANTOWER COMMISSION: Another incident growing out of the Boilermakers system

of "Jim Crow" unions arose in conneotion with the War
Manpower Commission, Negroes who recsived Job clearances and who applied to the
U. 8. Employment Servieco for job refoerrals, were first required to have thoir
clearances approved by the "Jim Crow" union. Thet union withheld approval, with a
consequent denial of further employment, unloss tho men paid up their dues in the
auxiliary, The A.C.L.U. demended that the U.S.E.S. quit acting as a ducs collection
agency for the “Jim Crow" unions. Thereafter, the War Manpower Commission withdrew
its recognition of the "Jim Crow" union as & referral agency, and also reminded the
various unions that it was not %o be used as a dues collection agenacy.

MASS MUTINY TRIAL: The Branch has been active in the oase of the 50 Negro seamen,
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survivors of the Port Chicago disaster, who wore convicted on mutiny charges by a
court martial in San Francisco on October 24 and sentenced to prison terms ranging
from 8 to 15 years for refusing to load ammunition. It was the first mutiny trial
during the present war and the largest mass trial in the history of the Navy. The
prosecutor was particularly vicious and prejudiced. The case is still pending
before the office of the Judge Advocate Gmneral of the Navy.

WAR HOUSING: Raoiel discrimination in Richmond's wer housing has given rise to a

number of cases. The Housing Authority operated dormitories for
single white women but refused to grant accommodations to single Negro women. After
protests by the Union, the Authority opened a 67-room dormitory for two colored
women, even though space was available in tho so-called white dormitories.

The worst situation srose, however, in connection with so-called "lockouts"
in which Negroes were the chief victims. Instead of abiding by 0.P.A. eviction
regulations and California law, the Richmond Housing Authority engazed in the
practice of merely padlocking a temant's apartment. When the local mansgoment re-
fused to desist from the oractice, it was called to the attention of the regional
director of the U. S. Public Housing Authority. When that official failed to act,
the compleint was directed to his Washington offics, where immediato steps were
taken to end the unlewful action, and assurances wore given thet the rights of all
colored persons would be respected, In the mesntime, however, the 0.P.A. filed an
injunction proceeding in the U.Ss District Court agsinst the Riochmond Housing
Authority to ind the practice of “kpelkouts" and certain overcherges in rent. The
legel matter is still pending,

ANGLING & CASTING CLUB: Also pending at this writing is a ocomplaint involving the

Golden Gate Angling & Casting Club of San Francisco. The
olub has been given a monopoly on the usée of a club-house in San Francisco's
Golden Gate Park as well as use of ossting pools. Some time ago, the Club dropped
Henry Fujita, a champion caster, from memborship solely because of his race. Now
the club has adopted a by-law limiting membership to Cauoasians. The mattor is
prosontly under discussidén with tho San Francisco Park Commission.

MISCELLANEOUS CASES: The Branch hes rsceived numerous complaints of harsh and dis-
oriminatory treatment of Wegroes by police officers in

various communities, and discriminatory treatment of Negroes by restaurants, hotels,

and other places catering to the genoral public. Sogregation of Negroes at a

restaurant in Blythe, Californiz, used as a meal stop by the Pacific Greyhound,

was challenged by the Branch and the Greyhound company promised to seoure an end

to the segregation or a change in the meal stop.

ANESE

EXCLUSION: The Korematsu case, testing the right of the Military to exclude oiti-

zens of Japanese ancostry from the Pacific Coast, ended unsuccessfully
with the 6 to 3 decision of the U, 8, Supreme Court upholding the exelusion on the
ground of military necessity at the time it took place. The case was hendled from
its inception by the Branch and the legal work was oll done by Attorney Wayne I
Collins of San Francisco. The doy before the docision in the Korematsu case, the
Western Defense Command revoked its mess exclusion ordoer, effective January 1, and
instituted a program of individual exclusions., Thus far, no test of the present
program has been brought in the courts in Northern California., Four possible test
cases have arisen in recent months, but in each instance the Army has revoked its
exclusion orders when the A.C.L.U. intervened.

DETENTION: 1In the Endo cese, the U, S. Supreme Court ruled that loyal oitizens of
Japenese ancestry could not be kept in oconcentration camps which are

euphoniously ocalled relocation centers. The Logal Brasnch of the Union participated

in the oase as amious curiae, through Attorney Wayne M., Collins of San Francisco, at

all stagos of the proceedings and worked very closely with attorney James Purcell

of San Frencisco who represcnted Miss BEndo.

Still unsettled is the question whether the army may continue to hold
citizens in the segregation center at Tule Lake, It has been very diffiocult to
gocure a test ocase on this issue, but at the moment four cases of segregees, who
have protested their classification, have beon referred to the Branch and test suits
may be filed if the Western Defense Command refuses to release the four. Tho army
has promised a decision early in June.

STOCKADE INCIDENT: A number of serious issues have arisén at the Tule Lake Segre=
gation Center. In July, 1944, the Branch discovered that 18
citizens of Japanese ancestry had been imprisoned in tho center's stockeds for over
eight months without any charges being filed ageinst them. The prisoners were not
allowed to receive visits from their families and a beaverboard wall was erooted on
one side of tho stockade in order to prevent relatives stending 100 yards or moro
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from the stockade from waving to them. The local director of the Brench protested
to Mr., R. R. Best, direotor of the camp, when he visited the camp in order to
interview certain complainants, only to be evicted on the excuse that his presence
was interfering with the investigation of a murdor. The gasoline tank of lr,
Besig's car was liberally filled witk selt, cesusing considerable damage but not
interrupting his return to San Francisco. Faced with habeas corpus proceedings, the
War Relocation Authority finally capitulated end released all of the imprisoned men
by August 24.

UNLAWFUL ARRESTS: Following the stockade incident, a number of citizens were ro-

moved from the center to tho county jall without the benefit of
warrants. After being subjected to questioning for several days, they were returned
to the center. Protests were filed by the Branch, snd written assurences were re=
ceived from Dillon S. Myer, national director of the W.R.2A., that in the future
segregees would mot be removed from the center without proper warrants.

VIOLENCE: Return of the Japesnese to Californis has thus far bden marked by 82 acts

of violence, mostly of a minor nature. Only two prosecutions have
oscurred. In Auburn, a jury roturned e "not guilty" plea on charges of arson and
attempted dynemiting after the defemse attornmey contended this was & "white man's
country", In Parlier, Levi Multanen plead guilty to exhibiting a deadly weapon in
a rude and threastening menner and received a six-months' suspended sentence, The
Branch has asked Attorney General Kenny to prosecute Multanen on felony charges of
assault with a deadly weapon, beosuge the district attorney is not enforcing the
law, Most of the gun pley against returnin:z Japanese has ooccurred in the San
Joaquin Valley.

MISCELLANEOQUS: More reeently, the director of the Tule Lake Segregation Center has

put into effeot at the camp certain regulations limiting the rights
of freedom of speech, press, and assemblage of the segregees. These regulations go
far beyond war-time yestraints imposed by statute. It is hoped to secure a case to
test the legality of these regulations,

Charges of brutality against members of the Internal Security police
at Tule Lake were never satisfactorily concluded, There is substantial evidence
on hand to indicate that certain segregees were taken into the administration build-
ing in Novemboar, 1943, and beaten with bascball bats.

The government was unsuccessful in its program to prosecute segregees
at Tule Lake for violation of the Selective Service Act in feiling to report for
induction., U. S, Distriot Judge Louis Goodman in July, 1944, dismissed indictments
against 26 citizens of Japanese sncestry on the ground that they were not free
agents.

PELEG D LB A e R
Issues involving Jehovah's Witnesses have diminished in the lsst few
years since the leaflet end flag-saluting questions have been decided, but their
insisterce upon being classified as ministers under the Selvetive Servico Act has
produced the largest single olass of conscientious objector cases in this war,

SEIZURE OF BAIL: The Jehovah's Witness draft problems were complicated during the

past year by a new rule of the U, S. District Court in this ares,
that bail posted in behalf of a defendent would be treated os his property, end
that in the event of a conviotion and fine, which the defendant was umable to pay,
the bail oould Be seized in payment of the fine, Tho rule was first spplied on
November 16, 1944, in the case of Carl Danstrom of San Jose, who was convicted for
failing to report for induction in the armed sorvices and sentenced to two years and
$1000 fine, which he was unable to pay. The court then refused to return the $2500
cash bail that had been deposited by Dantrom's friends. Two months later, follow-
ing protests by the Branch, the bail was returned end the rule modified. As it now
stands, bail will be returned in spite of an unpaid fine if the bondsman files an
affidavit declaring that none of the money belengs to the defendent and that none
of it will be paid to him when it is released.

UNFIT PARENTS: About to be argued in the Third District Court of Appenls in Sacra=

mento is the case of lrs. Kothleen Cory, who lost the custody of her
two children %o her former husband during nine months of each year, solely because
she is a Jehovah's Witness. The trial court held that the opposition of "Witnesses"
to flag-saluting and participatidn in war would prevent the children from "becoming
loyal American citizens" and from "associsting with loyal Americans", ineluding the
Boy Soouts and Elks. The Union is submitting an amicus curise brief,

BEJECTED FROM BUSSES: In Hureka, a couple of bus drivers of the Bureka City Lines
forcibly ejected Jehovah's Witnesses from their busses with

the declaration that "any one that will not selute the flag can't ride these bussos!

The employer, however, assured the Union that there would be no further discrimin-

ation against "Witnesses", and thet 2 provision agains% discrimihation because of
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race, aolor, or creed hed been added to its rules and posted on its bullétin board.

CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS
DREATH SENTENCE: A death sentence imposed by a Camp Roberts court martial upon Pvt.

Henry Weber, who, as a conscientious objector, refused to drill
with a gun, brought immediete intervention by the Branch. A2s the issue attained
netional prominence, the sentence was reduced by the court to life imprisomment,
at the suggestion of the oconvening authority, then to 20 years by the reviewing
authority, end finally to 5 years imprisonment, where it stends at the present
time. The Union's National Committee on Conscientious Objectors is seeking clemency
in the case. Weber has always been willing to perform non-combat duties in the
army. The case has been complicgted by the fact that Weber, as a member of the
Socialist Labor Party, also holds political objections to the present war, The
army's bungling of the case points up its inconsistent handling of oconscientious
objeotors inducted by mistake. In two such cases in California in the past, such
objectors have received honorable discharges.

REFUSAL TO TAKE OATH: Habeas corpus proccedings in the case of Joseph P, Edwards,

conscienbious objector and member of the Christedelphian
religious society, who claimed he was being held in the ermy even though he had
refused to take the oath of induction, ended unsucoessfully before U. S. District
Judge Michael Roche in San Frandgisoco. Edwards had been in the army almost a year
before ho sought his release., Zdwerds docided agesinst en appeal,

QUINCY RATION BOARD: The Branch is presently engaged in a case where the Quincy
ration beard has denied occupational gasoline rations to two
oonsciertious objectors at the Beldon camp who had part-time jobs outside the camp,
which is permitted by camp rules. The regional office of the 0.P.A. in Sacramento
allowed the gasoline, but the local board failed to ebide by the ruling and insist-
ed that they seoure a letter from the diresctor of Seleotive Service in Washington,
stating they were allowed to work outside the camp., ¥Finally, the ration board
members prevailed upon the men's employers to withdraw their requests in order to
make the men ineligible for the ration. It appears that the Quinocy Ration Board has
also disoriminated against the camp itself in ellotments of food end gasoline, and
that the Veteran's organizations are the prime movers in the discriminatory program.

NAVY BLACKLISTING: Last August a dispute in Sen Frencisco's mechine shops lead to
their seizure by the navy under executive order, Among the
sanctions imposed against recaleitrant workers failing to comply with nevy orders
were denial of work celearances and job referrals by the United States Employment
Service. In 3ffect, this allowed blacklisting of workers for the duration of the
war, Thess sanctions were applied to Martin A, Joos of San Francisco and Arthur
B. Burke of Pale Alto. In the former case, after court proceedings were initiated
by the Machinists! Union, the navy capitualted and allowed Mr. Joos to ssecure
another job after he had beesn idle for a period of four weeks, In the Burke case,
appeals were taken to the War Manpower Commission. Paul MoNutt, chairmen of the
WeMsCo, took jurisdiction of the ocase and finally ordered the granting of a clear-
ance end job referral. The ACLU cooperated in the hsandling of both of these cases.

DISCHARGE AT ARMY'S REQUEST: In Riohmond, Californie, the Kaiser shipyards dis-

' cherged O, C, Dovming, a warehouseman-cheoker, from
ite employ at the raquest of the army. Downing protested his discharge but could
not discover the reasons for it. After intervention by the Branch, a hoaring was
secured before a hearing officer of the Industrisl Employment Review Board and early
in May, Downing was advised that the discharge wess unwarranted and theat We would
receive compensation for lost time and the difference in wegos between his old job
and the one he presently holds. The claim runs into the neighborhood of $600, The
hearing disoclosed fantestic ocharges against Downing. Ho was ssked whether he had
ever declared that "Uncle Sam" was a fool and a Santa Claus; whether he had ever
stated it would be easy to get information to Germany via Mexico; whether he knew
about a letter written by a relative of his to a third person referring to & "plan
in Niearagua which wasn't working out"; he was questioned about the advocaocy by a
relative in Niomragua of Niceragua becoming a part of the Spanish Empire; end
finally, he was asked whether ha had boasted ebout the grestness of Nicaragua.

LICENSES FOR SOLICITING MEMBERS: On April 16 the Branch filed an amious ouriae

: brief in the stete supreme court in the case of
James Porterfield, a union business agent who was convicted under an ordinance of
the city of Padding for soliciting members in the General Labor Urion. The ordin~-
ance, emong other things, provides that the City Council shall grant licenses
after a hearing at which it is to determine whether the spplicant is "likely to
use force, violense, threets, omissions, or corrupt mesns in his proposed work of
solicitubion". The vese is now swaiting a decision by the state supreme court,
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JOB CLEARANCES: The Branch has continued to assist workers %o secure job clear=-

ances from the Wer Hanpower Commission, and this it has been
successful in doing in all cosss it has hendled. In ons instance, it was necessary
to carry an appeal all the way to Faul McNutt, chairman of the War Manpower Com=
mission in Washington, before the clecarance was granted.

gisLrsioN
The Branch opposed more than a dozen suppressive measures in the ourrent
session of the state legislature, With adjournment scheduled for June 16, only a
couple of bills have made any progress.

CONSCIENTIOUS OBJBCTORS: A Legion sponsored bill to prohibit consoientious objec=

tors from holdinz any stete, elective, or civil service
jobs, was finally withdrawn after the legisletive counsel ruled that it wes uncon-
stitutional. 1In its plsce, a messure was propesed requiring all job appliecants
and condidates for office to file statements with the Seorctary of State dedlaring
whether or not they were opposed to the bearing of arms. At this writing, Gover-
nor Werren has vetoed the messure as en indirect violetion of religious liberty
ead his vebo is still pending befors the state legisleture, with excellent chances
that it will be upheld.

"SUBVERSIVE ELEMENTS:" The only other suppressive bill that has made substantial
progress is a proposod smendment to the Civic Center fot
by red-baiting Senator Jack B, nPTPV of "Little Dies Committee" feme, Under the
bill already adopted by the stats senste "subvorsive elements" would be barred
And for the purpose of determining

38 .
o eloment", school boards could dumand

from use of school houses es mnotnr' Dl 0«
whether & person or group wes & '"subversi
affidavits from the applicants,

RACIAL DISCRIMINATION: A proposed state FEI'C hes hed tough sledding and will very

likely go down to defoat. The bill was first bottled up
in an Assembly committee and at the present time is before the Assembly's Ways and
Means Committee. Even if adopted by the Assembly, it would still have to pess the
Senate, It is quite likely that the legislature will edopt a bill supported by
the governor esteablishing a "stete commission on political and cconomic equality"
which would have authority to investigaete racial discriminetion. IHowever, this
bill is still tied up in the Assembly's feys and Means Committee.

"RIGHT TO WORK": At tho November genersl eclection, the Branch opposed adoption
of a so~-called "Right to Vork" smendment which would have out-

lawed the closed shop in Celifornis. The measure was defecated.

SCELLANEOUSs Among the proposed suppressive bills defeated at this session of
the legislaturs, were: an anti-nudist bill, bills empowering
labor unions and cmployers to ban radicals, a proposal requiring persons between
the ages of 12 and 25 years to carry "identification cards", and a bill to make
the practice of "mediumship" a misdemeanor.,

OTHEZR WAR-TIME CA,
DENATURALIZATION: The Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals in San Francisco on June

26, 1944, in vonformity with the Supreme Court's decision in
the Baumgartner case, announced only a few weeks before, reversed the decision of
the Distrioct Court in cancelling the citizenship of Frioderioh Walter Bergmenn of
Long Beach, who was alleged to be a pro-liazi. Bergmann was naturalized in April,
1937, and the govermment souzht to canesl his citizenship by reeson of statements
made three years thereaftter, The court declared that a naturalized citizen's right
to freedom of expression is no less than thet of a native born citigzen, and that it
would become "unreal and academic . « o + if his c;%izensdip would be cancellable
because of opinions held and expressed as to current events happening after his
admission to citigenship." The Looal uranoh filed an amicus guriae brief in the
case over the objections of the National Cffice of the Union,

CARABEL CASE: The strange case of Pvt. korton A, Carabecl is presently occupying

the attention of the Branch., Carabel was arrssted on July 13, 1944;
but not until the Branch made inquiries of the Commending Officer of the Marine
Barracks at Mare Island, was a swmmary court martial awarded and charges served on
April 20, 1945, more than nine months after the arrest. The three-day trial on six
spacifications, at which Carabel was represented by the local director, ended on
May 15, One of the charges was dismissed by the court and no decision has as yet
been announced by the reviewing authority on the others. The maximum punishment
Carabel faces is two months' imprisonment and a bad conduct dischergze. An investi-
gation of the case has been requested of the Senate and iHouse Naval Affairs Com-
mittees, in the hope that steps will be taken to insure members of the.armed forcus
the right to the same speedy trisl as is enjoyed by civilians.
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MARTIAL LAW: The Ninth Cirouit Court of Appeals on November 1 reversed the action

of Howaii's U, S, District Court in granting writs of habeas corpus
to Lloyd Duncan and Harry E, Vhite, two civilians oconvicted by military tribunals
while "qualified" martiel law was in force, and the wivil courts were open for
business. Attorney Wayne M. Collins filed an smicus curise brief for the A.C.L.T.
The Supreme Court will hear the cases next fall.

"FRIENDS OF PROGRESS": The Third Distriot Court of Appeals in Sacramento on
April 24 reversed the convictions of nine members of the
"Friends of Progress", a native fascist orgenization, for failing to register under
the Subversive Organization Registration Act, While expressing doubt as to the
constitutionality of the law, the court merely held that the evidence was insuifi-
cient to support the conviction, Included in the group were Robert Noble end &lliis
C, Jones. The State Supreme Court on May 24 voted 4 to 3 against reviewing tho
ocase. The Northern and Southern California Branches of the Union intervened in
the case as friends of the court,
MISCELLANEQUS

£3

DEPORTATION: During the past year, the Brench brought to a successful conclusion
the deportation case of Samuel J, Alba of San Francisco. Alba, a
seaman, believed he was born in the U, S, He married in Australia snd sought to
seoure the admission’of his wife. In order to do this, it was necessary to produce
his own birth certificate, He then discovered that he had been brought herc at
the age of three and was still an Italian citizen., In an effort to straighten out
the matter, he turned to the Immigration Service only to be arrested as an illegal
entrant. He was ordered deported and aftor thet got in touch with the A.C.L.U.
In the meantime, he had remarried, this time to a citizen of the U.S., so his case
was reopened, hearings held, and, in due course, an order was entered ocamcelling
the deportation warrent and allowing him to legalize his entry,

CHURCH AND 3STATE: The question of separation of Church and State has arisen in

connection with the recently enacted California law permitting
local school boerds to release children from school for religious instruction., In
San Frencisco, the Branch joined in the opposition to a proposal to release punils
in the fourth, fifth and sixth gredes for one hour a week, The Board of Education
turned down the proposal by a vote of 4 to 3. The Branch's Executive Committee is
on record to file a suitable case to test the constitutionality of the law.

QUARANTINE: The Branch has been very much concerned with the practice in San

Francisco of rounding up women who frequent the cheaper taverns and
quarantining them for three deys while the Health Depertment determines whether
they ere suffering from a venereal diseese, During this three-day period, they are
not subject to bail. Tho Branch has complained to Dr. Geiger, health director, ard
to Dr. Richard Koch, director of the Venereal Disease Control Program, that the
department is without authority to quarantine these women unless there is reason-
able cause to believe they are suffering from a venereal disease. These protests
were met by the enactment of a county ordinence which pays lip service to the
rights of the individual but there has been little or no improvement in the ob=
jeotionable practices. The Health Department deputized three jail matrons whe avo
supposed to determine in each case whether there are sufficient facts to werrsrt
the quarantine, but in doing so they aoccept the written recommendation of the poliuc
officers who make the arrests. The Branch's Executive Committee has authorized
the filing of a suitable test case agsinst Dr. Geiger, Dr, Koch, and arresting
officers in order to put an end tc the wholessle imprisonments that are without
legal justification. In conneotion with this problem it is noteworthy that the
police do not pick up the men who associate with the arrested women. Also, insofar
as infected women are concerned, the present practice is to detain them in jail
during a period of treatment whother or not they have been convicted of an offense
instead of hospitalizing them.

FREEDOM OF ASSEMBLAGE: In Richmond, Alvin J. Surrat, pastor of the Jesus Name
Pentecostal Church, was convicted during April, 1945, on e
charge of holding religious meetings in his home, The prosecution was based on e
zoning ordinance which requires a permit from the City Council before churches are
"located". Surrat's application for a pormit was denied, Attorneys for Surrat
have filed notice of an appeal and the Branch will intervene in the case if further
investigation discloses that the issue is one of freedom of assemblage.

HABEAS CCRPUS AND RIGHT TO COUNSEL: The Branch, through Attorney Wayne M. Colline,
has filed a petition with the United States

Supreme Court for a writ of certiorari in the case of Louis Burall, an Alcatraz

"convict. The questions presented in this case are whether a U, S, District Court
judge may refuse to take any judicial action on a petition for a writ of habeas
corpus that is presented to him, but may refer the case to the clerk of the court
for assignment on a rotative basis among the various judges; end, second, whother
the constitutional guarantee of the right to counsel applies to a preliminary heesr-
ing before the U. S. Commissioner,
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ORGANIZATION

COMMITTEE CHANGES: A number of changes have ocourred in the Branch's Exeeutive

Committee during the past year. Judge Jackson H. Ralston
retired from active committee work and was elected Honorary Cheirman, while Sara
Bard Field was eleoted an Honorary liember, Elected to membership on the Committee
were Margaret Hayes of Berkeley, Dr, Howard Thurman, on leave from Howard Univ,,
and attorneys John H, Brill and Ralph N. Kleps of San Francisco. Prof. Ernest R.
Hilgard, who has been on leave, has returned to the area and an active role on the
Committee.

AUSTIN LEWIS DIES: The cause of civil liberties suffercd a severe loss in the

death of Attorney Austin Lewis, who for many years single-
handedly ocarried on the affairs of the Union in this area., He served as the
Union's first counsel when the Breanch was reorganized in 1934,

RELATIONS WITH NATIONAL OFRICE: Roger Baldwin addressed two tenth anniversary
meotings of the Branch last November, in addition
to appearing before many other groups during a four«day visit to the bay ares,
his fourth trip to the Paocifioc Coast. During his visit, Mr, Baldwin considered
with the Committee the strained relations between the National 0ffice and the
Loocal Brench.that have existed ever since June of 1942 when the Branch declined to
drop the Korematsu test case at the request of the National Board. The Nationsl
Office thereafter objected to the Branch handling the Yasul case, the Wamser
individval exclusion case, the Bergmenn denaturalization suit, the Hawaiian
martial law cases, the Tule Leke stockade cases, and others. The Board’s Resolu=-
tion of O¢tober 19, 1942, and the new by~laws adopted last fall, imposing certain
restraints upon affiliates of the Union, added fuel to the differences. The dis=
cussions with Mr, Baldwin served for a better understanding, although they did not
result in rosolving the differences. Since that time, however, no issues have
arisen to cause confliot between the Local Branch and the National Office, so at
this writing there agesin exist harmonious relations between the two bodies.

MEMBERSHIP: The Branch's paid-up membership stands at 785, a 7% inerease from

the 731 of June 1 of lest year, and the hizhest in the Branch's
history. The Branoch has continued to publish its monthly four-page A.C.L.U. NEWS,
now &n its tenth year, which is sent to all members besides 106 separate sub-
soribers.

INCOME: The general income for the current fiscel year, which ends Oetober 31,

1945, will emount to about $6000, This is an inorease of about $1000
over that of the previous year and constitutes a high point in the Branch's
history. General expenses are also running about $6000 for the current year, If
the income of the Branch continues to increase, it may be able to move into
larger quarters and to hire a full-time office secroetary, as the Executive
Committee heas recommended.

THANK YOU! KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK: I want to express my appreciation to the

membership for the support they have extended
to the Branch during the ten years I have served as director. Without your help,
the foregoing work could not have been done, and we will continue to operate only
so long as you extend your support. Aftor almost eleven years, our numbers are
still small and at $6000 our budget doos not compare with the amount of work that
we do., We need your continued help in enlarging the support for the Brahoh,
After you have read this report, won't you please hand it over to some good pros-
pect for membership and ask him to sond along a $2 check for a year's dues?

Ly i
§ el IS idle

ERNEST BESIG, DIRECTOR

e e e e e A v wu wm b e e wd me e e am e me

NORTHERN CALIF. BRANCH, AMER, CIVIL LIBERTIZS UWIOHN
216 Pine Street
San Francisco 4, Californis (Please check appropriate blank or blanks.)

1, Please enroll me as g member QT g
(Annual dues -- $2; unemployed & student, $1., Includes NEWS subscription,)

2. I pledge § per month or § per year,
3, Please enter my subscription to the NEWS_ f . ($1 per yoar)
Enclosed please find § . Ploase bill me

NANME BUSINESS OR PROFESSION:

STREET CITY(& ZONE)




ITINUTES of the regular meeting of the Exeoutive Committee of the American Civil
Liberties Union of Northern California, held at the Y.W.C,A., 620 Sutter St.,
San Franeisco, Thursday noon, October 4, 1945,

PRESENT: Bishop Persons, presiding; Messrs, Besig, Adams, Green, Lowther, Kleps,
Rust and Thompson; Margaret Hayes, Ruth Bingman, Helen Salz, and
Kathleen D, Tolman,

The minutes of the meeting of September 6 were approved as sent out,

Finanoial report as of October 1, 1945:

Cash on hand, General Fund . ¢ s+ s« $404,10

Membership report as of October 1, 1945:

Paidupmembers...c>e.cea.=.=84l
Seperate Subscribers to NEWS , . + « « . (131

It was voted to raise a {7000 budget for the fiscal year beginning November 1,
end to inorease the director's salary from $3000 to $3600 a year. A special
letter from the committee is to acoompany this year's "appeal" for funds. The
budget, as spproved, stands as follows:

Salaries:
Director VR T ‘;’3600
Pty Time Sec'y. , 1080 $4680
Printing & Stationery 823
Rent L] L L] L . . . L L] 457
negerve Fund o .ol 400
e ke -0 SR AR S RS 200
Telephone & Telegraph 175
SRVl Ing | i il e 100
Taxes & Insurance . . 65
Miscellaneous .« « « & 78
Publications P 25
$7000

Plans for the membership meeting et the California Club, October 19, were
approved, It was agreed to add a question period with written questions,
Osoar Green consonted to make an appeel for now members just before the
question period begins.

The Committee considered a letter from Dr, Clinton J. Taft, director of the
Southern California branch, offering to share certain monioes remaining in the
treasuries of the Heart Mt, end Gila River cooperatives. It was votoed to acoepb
this generous offer and to cooperate in tho distribution of refunds to olaimants,

A resolution was also adopted expressing rogrot at Dre Toft's resignation as
Southern California director end expressing appreciation for his outstanding
and saorifioial contribution to the cause of eivil liberties for the past

22 years,

The Committeo noted a letter from Abe Fortas, Under Seoretary of the Interior,
in answer to our protest egainst the forced evacuation of Japanesc from relo-
cation centers in the face of insufficient and inadequate housing to take care
of the evacuces, Tho Committeo considered o report on available housing and
voted to renew its protests.

Tho Committee considered =t lemgth the pressing problems arising from tho ro-
nunciation of oitizenship by thousands of Niseci at Tule Lake, and concluded
that the matter is so urgent that if Now York now fails to take immediate
aotion, then it leaves the Committee no othor choice than to go ahoads The
Committee also oipressed tho viow that this is a mettor that doos not depond
on the wisc disoretion of the Justice Departmont, but is one for court action,

The Committee noted severel protests against the Union's poliocy on the Equal
Rights for Women Amendment and ordered them filed, It was voted to take up

with the Public Utilities Commission of San Francisco its announcod polioy
that in the future platform jobs will be filled by men only,

= 0= 0w 0= 0= 0w =0w

PLAN TO ATTEND THE MEMBERSHIP MEETING, FRIDAY, OCTOBER 19{




The regular meeting of the Exeoutive Committee of the Amerisan Civil
Liberties Union of Northern California will be held at the Y.W.C.A,, 620
Sutter St., San Franecisoco,

THURSDAY, NOON, NOVEMBER 1,

The agenda for the meeting is as follows:
Approval of the minutes of the meeting of Ooctober 4, as sent out,
Financial and membership reports,.

Ratification of action in meking donation to Henry George Foundation in=
stead of sending flowers to Judge Ralston’s funeral, Letter from Mrs,
Ralston,

Report of the finance committee, by Joseph S, Thompson.

Consideration of correspondence with New York and Los Angeles concerning
the Tule Lake renunciation cases. (letters are attached,)

Violation of the right of the Ham & Eggs group to meet in civie ocenters
and public auditoriums in San Franoisco and San Jose respectively,

* ¥ Kk ok o

Letter from Baldwin to Besig: Ootober 17, 1945,

I have just spent a couple of days in Washington dealing among other mat-
ters with the problems we all confront at Tule Leke, and incidentelly, at San~
ta Fe and Bismarok, where there are some hundreds of the renunciants., The
situation is as yet unolear and complicated and will be oleared up, I think,
only by the courts. WRA has no indiocation from the Department of Justice as
to the precise policies or program to be followed, Nor does the WRA have
funds for maintaining Tule Lake after February lst. A bill pending in Congress
whioh will certainly pass the House, if not the Senate, knoocks another five
million off the funds appropriated to wind it up.

If Tule Lake has to be liquidated by February lst (unless the Department

of Justice can find funds) it is going to mean immense pressure for deporta=
tions, That is a far more pressing question than the validity of the renunoi-
ations. Even if some of the renunciations could be knocked out in court, most
would stand and the larger question would remain as to what is to beoome of
these people., Whether they arc aliens, stateless or oitizens is loss impor-
tant than where they are to live their lives.

It is quite possible that a sufficient number of oourt cases, carefully
seleoted, would result in favorable deocisions against deportation (1) on'the
ground of the validity of any deportations at all under the 1798 statute, whioch
is the only authority the Department of Justice has and whioch is very shaky
(but the Department figures, as I told you, that if that won't stick, Congress
will pass a special statute aimed at renuncients); (2) of minors between 18
and 213 (3) persons found to be stateless; and (45 those about whose renuncia-
tion there is any element of coersion, It is even possible that some court
might take a broad view of coercion and even go back to the evasuation ag ite
self coercive of their aotion in renouncing their oitizenship, A good deal
would depend upon the kind of plaintiffs who brought the ocases and the atti-
tude of the distrioet judge, as well as the manner of presenting the issue in
court,” We evidently would have a chance in three Jurisdietions, Northern Cali-
fornla, New Mexico and North Dakota,

While deportation cannot be challenged until orders are issued, petitions
at least can be prepared in advance, ready to file at onoe, That leaves the
problem of getting hold of plaintiffs who are likely to be ordered deported, or
at least meking contaocts with those who oan adviso us of themey We are inelined
to think that here wo have to depond on the JACL as the agenoy most likely te
have the contaots, though there are some of course, who will not deal through
them, That boing the case, it scems to us bettor to have Al Wirin,as oounsel
for tho JACL end for us in so many of the Japanese Americen cases, go to Tule
Lake and Sante Fe to see prospective clientse He would have the cooperation of
the WRA offiocials in getting at their files to prevent selecting any persons
against whom there is a prejudicial record, We are agking him whether he woulé
be willing ‘Yo undertake it.,

As to tho ochallenge to renunciation itself, that requires similar proceed-
ings with an even more careful selection of plaintiffs, and on the basis of the
challenges already covered in our correspondence, We have not had a further
reply as to what the renuneiants themselves are proposing to do, How far do




D
Baldwin to Besig, Conte.--Oct. 17, 1945,

you suggest we assume the obligations I indicated we might undertake? We
would appreciate your oommittee's prompt reaotion to these suggestions, You
have seen by the minutes and committee report how far our Board is willing
to goe I see no substantial difference of view between uses It is only a
question of seleotion of oases and who is to handle them,

X Kk K K ok

Lotter of Wirin to Roger Baldwin. October 22, 1945,
I acknowlodge a copy of your letter of Ooctober 17 to Besig.,

In the first place, I do not care to "invade" the territory of the Nor=
thern California Committec, Besig doesn't want me to; and I don't blame him
for his attitude,

But in the second place, there have been these developments, so far as
my interest in the Tule Lake cases is concerned; a number of Japancse from
Heart Mountain, whioh I represénted in Selective Service oases, now at Tule
Leke, requested me to see them, and I made a trip to Tule Lake for that pura
pose a couple of wéeks ago. They disocussed with me whether I was available,
as private counsel, to reprasent them and others in oonneotion with possible
cases in the courts seeking to proteot their rights so far as deportation is
ooncerned; with réspect to renunciation also, I told them I was available
to represent them, and such others at Tule Lake that might similarly desire
my services, as their private counsel. Later on I so advised Besig,

While at Tule Lake I met with Best, Black and Noyes, Director, Assistant
Director and Projeot Attorney respeotively; and they all were highly coopera=
tive * .

At the same time Wayne Collins has been requested by a large number of

Tule Lake residents to represent them in similar ocases., In order to avoid due
plication of effort, I have agreed to join with Collins in a series of Joint
oases, (As far as I can gather, Mr, Collins has agreed to ocooperate with Mr,
Wirin on the few oases he may have at Tule Lake, but it is on the same basis
as he would cooperate with any other attorney, and there is no understanding
as to Joint hendling and joint direotitn.--Editor's Note) While the program
of legal action is far from detormined, in a general way the ocases filed will
bo carefully selected and will attempt to seoure court deocision with respeot
to the four items mentioned in the third paragraph of your letter,

I think I should tell you that so far as the JACL is ooncerned, it is the
present poliocy of the JACL, as communiocated to me by Kido when he was here in
Los Angeles last week, not to participate in the cases,

* K ok ok %

Letter of Roger Baldwin to Ernest Besig, Ootober 22, 1945,

I took up with the Boerd today my letter of Oatober 17th and your reply
of the 20th, They appreciated the force of your objeoctions to Al Wirin bo-
cause of the embarrassment and misunderstanding it might oreate, not because
of the jurisdiotional grounds you claimed, The Board reaffirmed its position
that the renunciants and deportees constitute a national issue on whioh final
deoisions must rest with us, but on which we hope to have a most oooperative
understanding with you,

It may well be that Wirin is not the right man for Tule lLake sinse he
might be suspeet as counsel for the JACL among the so-salled disloyal who have
no use for ite But it is obvious that the selection of cases at Sento Fe and
Bismarok must be made by lawyers who can have acoess to WRA files so that we will
not have to rely upon ex parte representations which conceivably might get us
into serious embarrassments, The whole problem has +to be handled as & single
unit, not only in relation to those three centers but in relation to the somo=
what diffioult legal problems, partiocularly conocerning rénuncistion which in
part depend upon close contact with Washington officials, so that we can got
agroemonts not to deport while oases are pending, and so that we ocan raise
squarecly tho issues on the basis of their contentions., I ean herdly think of
any situation in our reeent experience where theroc are as many compliocated face
tors, legal and praotical, as in those because of tho uncertainty in tho Dew
partmont of Justioce and the WRA as to exaotly what policies will be followed,
Horsky and other lawyers are following it closely in Washington and it requires
that kind of attention in order to avoid blunders,

There is nothing fooble about the program, as you suggest, It raises
evory possible legal issue and ocovers overy possible category of oascs,
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Letter from Baldwin to Besig--Octs 22, 1945-=Cont,

What wo should like to got from your committee on November lst is a
cloar-cut statoment that the branch agrees that this is a national issue sube
Joot to ultimate control here and to the closest possible measure of coepora=-
tion by tho branch in the seleoction and conduct of cases in that distriot, I
am surse that the members of your board appreciate tho diffiocultios oonfront-
ing us all and tho reasonablencss of that prececedure,

Aok ko s ook

Lotter of Baldwin to Besig. Ootobor 22, 1945,

In regard to the last paragraph of your lettor of the 20th about Hirose,
Clifford tells me that he always replies to lotters promptly even if it is one
ly an aocknowledgment, Clifford handles all individual logal ocases in the of=
fice end is usually very attentive,

o ek Sk ?
Letter of Baldwin to Wirin, October 25, 1945,

I have your letter of October 22nd and I am delightod to knew that you
and Collins are working togethor to roprosoent the renunciants as private
counsel to raise the questions involved in both renunciation and deportation,
This is a far botter way to got the job done to the satisfaction of all pare
ties concerncd than for us to attempt to handlo them by long distence through
counsel on the coast, at Santa Fe and Bismarok, If there are issues which
can be or should be raised at Santa Fo and Bismarok in addition to those
raised in Pacifioc Coast ocourts, or if thore is tho likelihood of different
and moro faverable doocisions by judgos in other jurisdiotions, we should be
advisod promptly so that we can arrange for counsel therec. We would like to
have your judgment on that,

I agssume that the WRA authoritics will give you access to their reoords
so that in tho solootion of casos by you and Collins you will pieck the bost
for tho purposes of both improssing the ocourt and the publiocs You will know
botter than wo hew to judge the public reolations anglos

If we can be of any holp in drawing papers on the p oints selected, do
not hesitate to send us your drafts. Indeed, some of them might bo submitted
to government counsel who are quite as intorestod as we are in gotting a judie
oial determination of what they regard as vory doubtful logal points, Hérsky
is in oloso touch with the Departmont of Justicc in which ho onco sorved, and
is therefore in a position to teko those matters up directly,

The ACLU oan go in all the ocases as a friond of the court whoro it ap=
poars that any contention needs to be strengthened by intervention of the pube
lio interost and we shall depend upon you and Collins to advise us as to that,
I think this makes on tho whole a vory fair disposition of what was becoming
an inereasingly diffioult problem,

ok ok o mok 2
Letter of Charles Horsky to Rogor Baldwin, October 22, 1945,

I have had a chat with Ed Rhetts, and with results whioh arc probably as
wo would have expeocteds

He bolieves that tho quastion of powor of a2 minor to renounce Ameriocan
oitizenship is a question which is worthy of litigation, elthough he doos not
beliove that the answer is forcolosed cithor way, Ho bolievos that the power
of the Government to deport statoless persons is a more dubious quostion, pare
ticularly bocauso of tho problem of proof of steotelessness after the destruce
tion of the Japenese Consular records., He believes that the question of come
munity duress is & question which is almost impossible to litigate since he
believes that it would be almost impossible to obtaih any proof suffioient to
warrant a decislon in favor of a plaintiff, Finally, he believes that the is=
sue of the power of the Federal Governmont to deport any of the renunciants
at all is not ene which needs to be litigated in EhaxRikxkxkxkxzfx& view of the
fact that it is being litigated in the Distriot of Columbia in six cases whioch
are aotively in proseoution now, (I believe there are also some ocases in New
York which are habeas corpus cases; the Distriot of Columbia casés are injuno-
tion cases. All of them involve Germens,) I got the impression, however, that
Rhetts would go along with us in litigating any questions that we want ingofar
as he theught he could properly do so, On the other hand, he is definitely
not enthusiastio about litigating problems involving statutory authority since
he is afraid thet if they aro forced to go to Congress for additional statu=
tory as a result of court astion, they would get more than they wanted, Mr,
Jack Burling, with whom I slso talked, favors that view,
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I told Rhetts that I did not know whether your mind was made up on all
of this litigation or not, and he asked me to tell you in writing to you
that as a matter of politiocal judgment he believed a challenge to the sta=
tutory authority was unwise, As I think I told you at luncheon, I person-
ally don't know; it is & question upon whioh no one oan give an answer with
with any degree of assurance at all., Rhetis, however, was fresh from a-
session with the Appropriations Committee where gentlemen such as Taber,
Wigglesworth and others were pressing him very hard to have the whole Japa=
nese problem sleared up by January lst., He said he would have no doubt as
to the temper of that group at least,

Let me know whether you think there is anything more that I should do
about it here,
esieskok ok sk ook

Letter of Baldwin to Horsky. October 24, 1945,

Thenks for the memorandum about Ed Rhetts' views, They are very help=-
ful to our lawyers oconsidering these problems, What we want to get from
the Department of Justice is a promise not to deport any of these renune
oiants while test cases aro ponding, Cortainly Congress can't put on prese
sure to do that, If neoessary to olose Tule Lake by February lst, as indie-
oated all these renuneiants oan be roleased oxi bond or parole just as the
enemy allens heve been, There ghould be no diffioulty about that, Will
you cheock on this?

koo Rk




MINUTES of the regular meeting of the Exeoutive Committee of the American Civil
Liberties Union of Northern California, held at the Y.W.C.A., 620 Sutter St.,
San Francisoo, Thursday, Noon, March 7, 1946,

PRESENT: Bishop Parsons, presiding; Messrs. Besig, Adams, Green, Kleps, Rust end
Thurman; Margaret Hayes, Helen Salz end Kathleen Tolman.

-

1. The minutes of the meeting of February 7 were approved &s sent out.
o, Finanoial report as of March 1, 1946:
Cash on hand, General Fund « « « « ¢ = & o o $2053.75

T was voted to inorease the selary of the Office Secretary from $90 a
nonth to $100 a month for a 25-hour week. The director was requested %o explors
the possibility of full-vime o”fice help.

Paid up members « » « o o ¢ « @ 890
Separate subscriberw to "NEWS" 130

4, The Committee noted a letter from the Acting Administrator of the Federal

Security Agency declaring, "The Procurement and Assignment Service is not em-
novered to decide whether a particular physician is or is not eligible for membor-
ship in a State or local medical society, nor is it empowered to decide when cr
where a duly licensed physician may practice,” The Committee also noted that Dr.
Fletoher had deolared publiely that he had received instructions to discontinue
olassifying doctors as "essential or non-essential,” A motion was adopted ea-
powering the director 5o proceed in line with the program adopted at the meoting
of February 7.

5. The director reported that deportetions have thus far been stayed in the pend-

ing Japanese hardship deporveticn casos, and that legislation has been intro-
juced in Congress which may grant some rolief. Lhe Committec noted that 1786
Tule Lake renunciants have thus far been branted their liberty as a result of the
"nitigation hearings", with more releasocs to come, and that hearings have been
granted tho renunciants at Bismarck and Santa Fe.

6. The Committee considered thec matter of the habeas corpus suit filed on behell
of three Tule Lake remunciants in tho U, S. District Court in San Fremcisce
by the national office on Feb. 27 through attorneys Wirin and Tietz of Los

Angeles, and votod unanimously to file a strong protest with the national board.

7. The Committee approved the ection teken by the director in the cases of the
10 Minersville "objectors" and decided against further intervention.

8., Tt was voted to express the Union's support to the members of the Traffic &

Highway Committee of the San Francisco Chamber of Commerce, who woere held in
constructive contempt by Judge Twain Micholsen of San Francisco, for publiocly
domsnding his ouster as traffic judge, and to indiecato that the Union will intcr-
vene publicly when the case gets beyond its present comie opera stege.

9. The Committee noted the resignation of Wm. Spofford from the Nat'l. Board.

10. It was voted to roconsider the Oakland ordinance directed against anonymous
1itorwture when and if an issue arises under it,

NEXT MEETINGs . . o APRIL 4, 1946




MEETING NOTICE

THE reguler meeting of the Executive Committee of the A.,C.L.U. of Northern
California will be held at the Y.W.C.A., 620 Sutter St,, San Francisco,

THURSDAY, NOON, MARCH 7,

The agenda for the meeting is as follows:

1. Approval of the Minutes of the meeting of February 7, as sent out,
2+ Financial and membership reports.

3+ Report on the "immigrant" doctor problem,

4, Japanese Issues:

ae Report on the deportation cases,

b. Renunciation ceases:
‘a's, Report on the results of the "mitigation hearings", the status of

the renunciation suits filad by Wayne Collins, and other develop-
ments,

b', Consideration of new suits filed by the national office. On Feb,
27, petitions for writs of habeas corpus were filed in the U,S.
District Court in San Francisco on behalf of three Tule Lake re-
nunciants by attorneys Wirin & Tietz of Ios Angeles, acting on be-
half of the national office of the ACLU, Mr., Baldwin's position
is set forth in a letter dated Feb. 28, that will be presented to
the Committees  The director recommends the filing of a protest
with the Board, publication of the protest in the "News" in order
to correct misunderstaniings that have arisen, and such other ac=-
tion as seems appropriate.

¢'s Report on the Tule Lake labor racket and espionage activities by
the W.R .A'

Civil Rights 1ssues connected with the prosecution of 10 Minersville CO's,

Consideration of the decision by Municipal Judge Twain Michelsen of San
Francisco, handed down March 1, holding 20 persons, members of the Traffic
& Highway Committee of the Chamber of Commerce, in constructive contempt
of court for publishing e resolution criticising his conduct of the traf-
fic court and urging his ouster. The director recommends adoption of a
statement for publication, condemming Judge Michelsen's action, (The
resolution which caused the difficulties is attached,)

Resignation of Williem Spofford from the national board.

Oakland ordinance directed against enonymous literature,

PLEASE ATTEND




Following is the text of a Chamber eof Cemmerce traffic and highway com-
mittee resolution urging removal of Traffic¢ Judge Twain Michelsen:

"WHEREAS, there exists in San Frencisco an automobile and truck traffic
and parking problem recognized by all, end

"WHEREAS, by the c¢reation of one way streets, limited and no parking
areas, synchronization of traffic signals, sidewalk pavement and curb mark-
ings and signs, the condition was helped, and

"WHEREAS, the judge of the traffic court presently presiding, has, for
no reason, or for various reasons, condemned and criticiged the regulations
properly imposed, and has excused violations of the regulations; and

"WHEREAS, the judge of the traffic court has by his public utterances
and conduect, drought disrespect, confusion, non-enforcement, violation, a
worsened parking and traffic situation, and

"WHEREAS, the judge of the traffic court has by his actions lessened
the dignity and efficiency of his office as judge and has impaired or nulli-
fied the ability of the officers of the law charged with the enforcement of
traffic and parking regulations’ to carry out their duty, all to the detri-
ment of the city and its people,

"THEREFCRE, BE IT RESOLVED, that this comnmittee requests of the proper
authorities that the present judge of the traffic court, Twain Michelsen, be
immediately removed from his office as unsuited to the duties required of
him, and that he be replaced by a judge who will carry out the laws and regu=-
lations as they are properly established without discrimination, favor or
personal bias"
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The regular meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Civil

Liberties Union of Northern California was held at the Y.W.C.A., 620 Sutter St.,
an Francisco, Thursday, noon, April 4, 1946,

PRESENT: Bishop Parsons, presiding; Messrs. Besig, Adams, Brill, Green and

1,

2.

Rust; Margaret Porter and Helen Salz.
The minutes of the meeting of March 7 were approved as sent out.,
Financial report as of April 1, 1946:
Cash on hand, General Fund . . . . . .. . . . $2287,03
Membership report as of April 1, 1946:

PAld up membovs s sl s a s iaie w s neel e e sl S48
Separate subsoribers to NEAS . . . . « ¢« o ¢« « . 1563

It was voted to fix the membership dues at $3,00 per year, Mr. Rust
voted "No".

A motion was adopted to raise the director's salary $25 per menth.

Messrs Brill and Besig wore requested to take up with the University of
California its policy of requiring a non-resident fee of $150 a term for
California Nisei who ronounced their citizenship,

The office was authorized to intervenc in behalf of Harold S. Murata, who
was sentenced by a gonaral court martial .to a 25-year term at Fort
Leavenworth. The case raises issues of racial disorimination,

The office was instructed to take appropriate action in the case of T. E.
Knight, who was held in solitary confinement at the Camp S8hoemaker brig

for 76 days awaiting court martial on a desertion charge., During his con-
finement his 6' by 8' cell was lighted by a 150 watt bulb 24 hours a day
"so the prisoners won't have an opportunity to injure themselves", and he
was compelled to sleep on a matbress thrown on the floor of the cell,

A resolution was adopted to protest to our local Congressmen against the
witoh-hunting poliecies- of the House Un~-American Committee.

The Committee oconsidered the request of the nationol office to arrenge a
conforence with roprosentatives of the J.A.C.L. and the Southern California
branch to consider tho direcction of pending renunciation oases and the
handling of finances, It noted thc numbrous lettorw that have been received
by the director and the chairman, as wecll as the switch in attorneys in the
case filed by the national officc. The Committeec was of the opinion that
since thc mass suit was undertaken by a defonse committee at Tule Lake in a
deal with a private counsel, who did not in any way ropresent himsclf as
dealing for the A,C.L.U., the Union has no right to interfere in the written
contractual relationship that was ontored into with each individual, and
through the defensec committec. Sinee the correspondence from New York re-
floets a misundorstanding as to the facts, there was considerable fecling
that the Committec should urge Mossrs, Baldwin and Hays to come to California
in order to discover thc truc naturc of tho facts,

NEXT MEZTING -- THURSDAY, NOON, MAY 2




The regular mesting of the Executive Committee of the American Civil
Liberties Union of Nerthern California will be held at the Y.W.C.A., 620 Sut=-
ter St,, San Francisoco,

THURSDAY, NOON, MAY 2

1. Approval of the Minutes of the meeting of April 4, es sent out,

2. Financial and membership reports.

3, Request of office building menagement that Union sign a month to month
lease,

4, Requested sponsorship of NAACP meeting concerning the Columbia, Tenn,,
08s6Sa

The cases of the Peruvian Japanese who are scheduled for deportation to
Japan as illegal entrants, although brought here from Peru by the U.S. On
this matter, Roger Baldwin had the following to say under date of April
18: "Concerning the Peruvien Japanese, we have not handled in the court
eny of the cases of these South American Germans, Japanese or Italians.

We secured from the Department of State and agreement to review all these
cases and to permit return to South America of all those acoeptable to
South American governments, That has been accomplished, I do not know
what the attitude of the Peruvian government is to these people and I cane
not imagine any claim could be made in the courts that they have a right
to remain in the United States. The only question is to what ocountry they
should be deported. That is a State Department matter of little concern
to us if due process is followed,"

Cleim for reward in Alameda oounty terrorist case,

Two Japanese cases: &, Involving right of Nisei renunciant to return to
mainland from Hawaii; b, Right of Japanese Canadian bride of U,Se veteran
Nisei to enter U,Ss

Consideration of following draft of resolution conoerning relatiens with
counsel, now under consideration by the national board:

In order to avoid confusion and adverse oriticism, the following re-
solution is adopted to clarify reletions between the ACLU and counsel:

(1) No attorney retained on salary by the American Civil Liberties
Union or any branch or affiliaeted committee should take cases involving
jgsues of civil liberty as private oounsel, except with the oonsent of
the directing comitittee to whioh he is responsible, both as to the char-
aoter of the cases and his financial arrangments with clients,

(2) An attorney officially designated as ocounsel for the Union or
any branch or affiliated oommittee is fres to act as private ecounsel in
eases involving issues of civil liberty, exoept where such retainer may
require him to take a position opposed to a policy adopted by the Union,
In that contingency, the matter should be discussed with the responsible
directing committee.

(3) An attorney either offiocially designated as counsel or recommen=
ded to a client by the Union or any branch or affiliated committee with
the attorney's knowledge, should, in private cases involving issues of
eivil liberty, agree to submit to the directing committee, on request, for
review and approval, both the nature of the cases and his financial arrange=-
ments with eclients, ]

(4) An eppeal may be taken to the National Board of the Union in
cages of disagreement between a branch or local committee and counsel, or
by eny minority of a branch or committee, or by three members of the Na-
tional Board,

(5) Where any attorney covered by the preceding paragraphs deems it
advisable to represent privately & group or groups of clients in ocases
involving issues of c¢civil liberties, a special committee of ocitizens
should be formed to administer the financing of the cases as a trust, with
responsibility to collect funds from the interested persons and/or the
publio, to retaia counsel, to pay all disbursements, including reasonable
fees to counsel, and generally to administer and account for the funds
ooming into their hands, )

00000000000




MINUTES of the regular meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Civil
Tiberties Union of Northern California held at the Y.,W,C.A,, 620 Sutter St.,
San Franecisoo, Thursday noon, May 2, 1946,

PRESENT: Helen Salz, Vice-Chairman, presiding; Messrs. Besig, Adams, Green,Lowther,
Rust & Thurmen; Margaret Hayes, Ruth Kingmen, Margaret Porter & Kathleen D, Tolman,

1,
2

3

4,

5.

6

The minutes of the meeting of April 4 were approved as sent out,
Financial report as of May l: Cash on hend, General Fund . . . $1,996,.76

Membership report as of May 1: Paid-up Members ., . . . . 986
Separate subscribers to NEWS . . 157

The office was empowered to sign a month-to-month lease, which was requested
by the building memagement,

The Committee voted in favor of sponsorship of a N.A.A.C.P. meeting concern-
ing the Columbia, Tenn, cases.,

The director reported that the Murata court martisl case had been dropped
at the request of Murata,

The committee noted a letter from Sheriff H, P, Gleason of Alameda County con-
cerning claims for the Union's reward offer in connection with the case of
Robert F, Hailey who was sentenced to one year in the Alemeda County jail for
terrorizing two Japanese families. The committee was of the opinion that even
tho! there was no striot compliesnce with the reward offer in that Hailey was
not sentenced to a state penitentiary, still the facts of the situation come
so close to the terms of the reward offer that at least half of the amount
ought to be paid, and the director was instructed to advise New York sccord-
ingly.

The committee oonsidered at length the cases of Peruvian Japanese who were
brought to this country by the U. S, government and who are now scheduled for
deportation to Japan as illegal entrents. The committee was of the opinion
that the entire matter was a shocking denial of due process and voted to
intervene in the cases,

The committee authorized a public protest to Attorney Genersl Tom Clark
against the deportation of Japanese in hardship cases. Sailings are scheduled
for May 13 from Seattle and May 29 from S.F. The director was also requested
to enter protests with the House Immigration Committee which is considering
remedial legislation., It was also suggested that the director secure the
help of interested Pacific Coast agencies. (Note: The liay 13 sailing has been
cancelled but apparently the May 29 sailing still remains,)

The ocommittee considered the draft resolution of the Nat'l, Board concerning
relations with counsel, The Committee was of the opinion that the issue is
whether attorneys essociated with the ACLU should be permitted to exploit their
connection with the Union for private gain, It was the feeling that the pro-
posed resolution does not pointedly reflect that problem. Moreover, the ques-
tion was raised whether the proposal docs not violeate a coriminal section of
the State Bar Aot imposing a duty upon an attorney to maintain inviolate the
confidence and to preserve the secrets of his olient, besides other seotions
of the State Bar Act limiting the practice of law to an active member of the
State Bar, It was voted to refer the resolutiion to the various attorneys on
the Committee for their opinions.

Informally, the name of Frof, Laurence Sears of Mills College, who was associat=-
ed with the ACLU in the East, was proposed for membership on the committee

by Ruth Kingman. The intention was to have the mame referred to the member=-

bewship committee for consideration and report. I presume there will be no
objection to this being done, altho' we overlooked taking formal action.-E,B,

NEXT MEETING, THURSDAY NOON, JUNE 6




The regular meeting of the iiscutive Commitueo of +he Americen Civil
Liberties Union of Northern California will be held at “the Y. W.CoeAe, 670 Sut=
ter St., San Francisco,

THURSDAY, NOON, JUNE 6

The agenda for the meeting is as follows:

Approval of the minutes of the meeting of May 2, as sent out.

Finencial and membership reportse

Consideration of attendance recorg of Committee, attached hereto, to-
gother with proposal that non-attending members be dropped. Also, con=
sideration of replacements.

Report on the required chenge in offioce quarters. Approval is requested
of the new month to month lease, expenditures for moving, refinishing two
dosks end three chairs, and purchase of three new chairs.

Berkeley V,Ds quarantine case.

Lawless enforcement of the law in Vallejo,

The ease of a marine hospitalized as suffering from "psychopathio oon
stitutional state", who was sentenced to 3 years and 9 mos, for doser=-
tion (from the hospital).

Report on the Japanese deportation cases.

Report on the direotor's recent trip to Los Angcles,

Roquest that either the July or August mooting be cancellod,




EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE ATTENDANCE
(June, 1945 tarough May, 1946, Incl.)

Parsons

_§g§13

Adams

Brill*

Carresco

Colling

Cronin

Grupp

Hayes*

Hilgard

Kingman

Kleps

_}owther

_Msiklejohn h

Porter

Reichert

_fust

Salz

_Thompson ‘ 4 : 5

Thurman ) it 0 G 4

Tolman x x X X X : X 10

— e

vozars: j18 {1248 fr |12}e lazlle | 18 {11 1(119)

4

: B 4
*Brill joined the Committee as of Jun is uly, 1945,




The regular mesting of the Executive Committee of the Americen Civil
Liberties Union of Northern California was held at the Y.W.C.A., 620 Sutter St.,
San Francisco, Thursday, noon, June 6, 1946,

PRESENT: Bishop Parsons, presiding; Messrs. Besig, Adams, Carrasco and Thompsocis
Margaret Hayes, Helen Salz and Kathleen D. Tolman.

1. The minutes of the meeting of May 2, 1946, were approved as sent out,
2. Finanoial report as of June 1, 1946:
Cash on hand, Gemeral Fund . . .. . . . $1886,82
Membership report as ef June 1, 1946:

Paidupmembers....-......1005
Separate subscribers to NEWS . . . . 174

The Committee examined its attendance records and instructed the director
to ascertain from Messrs. Cronin, Grupp and Hilgard whether they wish to
withdraw from the Committee because of their inability to attend meetings.
It was voted to refer the nemes of Prof. Laurence Sears of Mills College and
Seton Manning, Secretary of the Urban League, and the Rev. John Leffler, to
the membership committee. It was voted to enclose return cards with future
moeting notices, providing for notice as to attendance, together with a
statement of tho roason for non-attendsnce, It was also voted to take a
postcard vote on the question of occasional evening committee meetings.

The Committee appreved the new month to month lease of quartors at 421
Sheldon Building, 461 Market St., and also approved expenditures for moving,
refinishing two desks and three chairs, and the purchase of 3 new side chairs.

The Committee voted to intervene in the case of two Berkeley women who were
picked up by police in a restaurant on suspicion of having venereal discase
and quarantined for five days.

The Committee heard the director's report on the lawless eonforcement of the
law in Vallejo and endorsed a progrem of attompting to socurc prosocutions
undor the federal Civil Rights statutes, to seek redress from the Federal
Housiun. Authority for thosc azzrioved, ~nd %o sUpport civil suits 'Tor those
domogod, . - St ty : e i

1t was voted to take appropriate action in the ccse of the marine hospitalizec
as suffering from "psychopathic constitutionnl state," who was sentenced to

3 years and 9 months for deserting from a psychopathic ward in a navy hospital.

The director reported that an agrecment had been reached with the Immigration
Service whereby pending the final determination of test suits filed in San
Franciseco on May 29, no Japanese treaty traders or hardship cases would be
deported,

The director reported that he had discussed with Mr. A. A, Heist, director of
the Southern Calif. Branch, without result, problems that have arisen between
the two offices during the past ecight months,

It was voted not to hold the Committeo's July meeting.

NEXT MEETING, THURSDAY NOON, AUGUST 1




MINUTES of the regular meeting of the Executive Committee of the

American Civil Liberties Union of Northern California, held at the
Y.W.C.A., 620 Sutter St., San Francisco, Thursday, noon, May 1, 1947.

PRESENT: Dr. Meikle john, presiding; Messrs. Besig, Manning, Rust

and Sears; Margaret Hayes; Ruth Kingman and Helen Salz.

s

The minutes of the previous meeting were approved as sent out, ex
cept that the date of the meeting was corrected to read March 26. 1947.

. Pinancial Report, as of May 1, 1947:

Cash on hand, General Fund .... $2263.34

. Membership Report, as of May 1, 1047:

Paid up members .
Separate subscribers to "News"

. The recommendations of the sub-committee,--to do nothing concerning the

proposal to outlaw vivisection (A.B. 2307), and to oppose S.B. 1026,
limiting courses of instruction in sex and marriage problems in public
schools, was accepted.

The director was instructed to arrange a special evening meeting of
the committee, sometime during the next few months, to consider the
Union's underlying principles and the procedures by which they may be
put into effective practice.

. Prof. Sears was requested to present at some future meeting a plan pro-

viding for retirement of the Union's employees.

. A sub-committee reported concerning its discussions with Roger Baldwin,

and the director was instructed to answer the letter from Messrs. Hays
and Freenkel.

. Concerning Roger Baldwin's request that the Committee endorge other

pending renunciation suits of Nisei in which the national office is in~
terested, a motion was adopted to ask the national office to furnish
us with copies of the petitions in the suits.

él The Committee noted the report from the State Department of Mental Hy-
giene concerning employment of parolees from Sonoma State Home, and
the director was authorized to pursue his investigation.

. The committee voted to take no action in the case of Albert Cedeno, a

Jehovah's Witness, whom Lodge 68 of AFL Machinists Union of San Fran-
cisco refused to refer to a job because he refuses to picket. Cedeno
claime the picketing violates his right of conscience. There is a
closed shop in the industry.

. Consideration of the remaining items on the agenda was deferred until

the next meeting.

. The Committee authorized the next meeting to be held Wednesday, noon,

May 28, instead of the first Thursday in June, owing to the director's
absence on vacation during the first two weeks of June.

NEXT MEETING: WEDNESDAY, NOON, MAY 28.




PLEASE NOTE
The next meeting of the Executive Commit-
tee of the Americen Civil Liberties Union of Nor-
thern California will be held at the Y.W.C.A.,

620 Sutter St., San Francisco

WEDNESDAY, NOON, MAY 28,

because the director will be on vacation the

first Thursday in June. PLEASE NOTE THE DATE ON

YOUR CALENDAR. As usual, the agenda will be sent

out the Saturday before the meeting.




The regular meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Civil Liberticc
Inion of Northern California was held at the Y.W.C.A., 620 Sutter St., San Fran-
cisco, Wednesday moon, May 28, 1947.

PRESENT: Bishop Parsons, presiding;Messrs. Besig, Adame, Kleps, Lowther, Meikle-
Joh;,lg:at, Thurman & Thompson; Margaret Porter, Helen Salz & Kathlesn
D. 2olman.

The minutes of the meeting of May 1l were approved as sent out.
The Committee approved an order for a power driven Elliott addressing machine.

The Committee approved Friday evening, October 10, for the annual membership
meeting in San Francisco, with Col. John H., Sherman as the suggested speaker,
if he is available, to talk on some such subject as, YAre the Civil Liberties
of Minority Groups in the Bay Area Imperilled?"

The Director's action in the East Bay civic center cases was approved.

Financial support for an appeal in the Steiner leaflet case was authorized,
Attention was called to police interference with the distribution of campaign
cards of four successful candidates for the Oakland City Council. The
Dirsctor was authorized to request the Council to restrain the Chief of Policy
from further violation of the right to distribute non-advertising matter.

The question whether ACLU committee members should sponsor other civil rights
groups, or publicly support their work, was continued to the next meeting,
after lengthy discussion, In this connection, the Committee noted & letter
from William Short and a Dec. 1940 resolution of the Union's National Board.

The question of the exclusion of the AYD chapter from San Jose State College
was discussed at lehgth and the matter was continued until the next meeting
in order to obtain further facte as well as an interpretation of the second
paragraph of the ACLU national board's “"Statement of Student Activities on
Cempus,” with reference to the exclusion of groups "moving under false pre-
tenses." Pt

The office was euthorized to appear as amicus curiae in any appellage action
challenging the validity of an injunction issued by the Superior Court of
Contra Costa County banning picketing by the PCA and NAACP, calculated to
gsecure the employment of Negroes in a Richmond market.

The office was authorized to protest to Att'y Gen'l, Howser against hie cir-
cular letter urging District Attorneys to suppress the official nudist
magazine "Sunshine & Health."

The Director was instructed to request the aesistance of the national office
in contesting the Post Office Department ban on the Sacramento nudist magazine,
"Naturel Health,"

The report on religious practices in the San Francisco schools was deferred
until the next meeting, with the understanding that it will be mimeographed
and sent out in advance of the meeting.

NEXT MEETING: THURSDAY, NOON, JULY 3




. Authorities in Japan. ©
Process Requests of Stranded

isei to Return to America

Roger Baldwin Notes Approximately One-Half .,

Of 10,000 American-Born Still Maintain U. S:

Citizenship; Plight of GI Brides Discussed ' .

TOKYO—-Approximately one-half of the 10,000 American-
born persons of Japanese ancestry in Japan maintained their

Anierican citizenship throughout the war, Roger Baldwin, nation-
al director of the American Civil Liberties Union and special rep-

resentative of the National JACL, reported here last week.

The figure of 10,000 Nisei

in Japan does not include Nisei

GIs who are in Japan as members of the American army and the
civilians who are working for various U. S. government agencies

in Japan. - N3

“Many of the 10,000 Nisei are
desirous of returning to the Unit-
ed States,” Mr. Baldwin reported.

“Most of them were here before
the war broke out either as stu-
dents or on visits, while some were
returned from the United States
after the war at their own request
after renouncing American citi-
zenship. Many have since changed
their minds and desire to regain
their citizenship.”

The applications of approxi-
mately 3000 stranded Nisei who
desire to return to the United
States have been processed by
the American consulate at Yoko-
hama and 2250 have been cleared
as United States citizens.

Regarding the renunciants from
the Tule Lake segregation center
in ‘California’ who returned to Ja-
pan after the war and who now de-
sire to go back to America, it was
stated that those under 18 years
of age at the time of their return
are processed like all other strand-
ed Nisei. Those who were over 18
years of age, however, are bein
informed that it is the opinion o
the state department and the U. S.
department of justice that they
have lost all claim to American
citizenship under the 1944 amend-
ment to the Nationality act of 1940
and cannot return. The only hope
held out for members of this group
is in a,case now in the United
States federal court, in which the
petitioners seek to prove that the
renunciation procedures carried on
at lthe Tule Lake center were ille-
gal.

Approximately 100 cases of
gtx\anded Nisei are being ptocesyd

weekly by the American consulate,
Mr. Baldwin indicated, and there
is a waiting list of 200. The sched-
ule for examinations now is flxgd
two months ahead, instead of six
months when the first rush was on.

“Some of the :stranded Nisei
have doubtless lost United States
citizenship by service in the Ja-
panese army or in the employ of
the . Japanese government,” Mr.
Baldwin declared. “Each case must
be determined by the United States
consul according to state depart-
nient interpretations’ of the Na-
tionality act of 1940 and previous
statutes.
~ “These would not apply, however,
‘to the Nisei who renounded citi-
zenship during the war and who
have not become Japanese citizens.
That issue is before the United
States courts, probably not to be
decided for over a year. These so-
called renunciants will therefore
have to wait until that decision is
handed down, presumably by the
United States Supreme court.”

Mr. Baldwin noted that a num-
ber of United States residents of
Japanese nationality (Issei) were
caught. in Japan while on visits
by the outbreak of war and that
these persons are being permit-
ted to return when they are in
possession of reentry = permits.
The war is regarded as an inter-
ruption not affecting the validity
of the reentry permits. Those
without reentry permits are not
being permitted to return. In
cases of loss of the permits,
new ones ate heing issued: when
issuance is verified.

Mr. Baldwin also reported that
property owned in Japan by Japa-

nese nations who ‘are legal resi:
dents of the United States, as well.
as by other foreign ‘hationals un-
der absentee landlord provisions,
will be taken by the Japanese giv-
ernment under the new Land Re-

form act. It was. presumed that!
these absentee owners will be' en-
titled to compensation in.blocked
yen, but it was stated that the le-
gal question of their: rights re-
mains to be determined. iy,

“The plight of United States)
soldiers Po wish to marry - Japa-i
nese girls"and take them back is
apparently impossible to settle as
long as: the Oriental® Exclusion
act holds,” Mr. Baldwin = stated.
“Marriage is forbidden, with rare
exceptions; but is performed, with-
out permission of the military, un-
der Japanese law and probabfy is
valid,” W R A

i
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The Executive Committee of ths American Civil Liberties Uniou of Nor-
thern California will meet at the Y ,W.C.A., 620 Sutter St., San Francisco,

WEDNESDAY, NOON, MAY 28.

The agenda for the meeting is as followa:

1. Approval of the minutes of the meeting of May 1, which were sent out.

2. Proposed purchase of a power driven Elliott Addressing machine.

Fall membership meeting in San Francisco. The office suggests Friday
evening October 1€, with Ccl. John H. Sherman to speak on, "The Negro
Problem in the Bay Area," if the Colonel is available.

Report by the director on the following cases: (items held over from the
last meeting):
a. Civic Center Act issues in the East Bay;
b. Steiner leaflet case, which is being appealed.

Should ACLU committee members sponsor other civil rights groups, or
support their work publicly? This item was placed on last meeting's
agenda at the request of Clarence Rust and was put over when he had to
leave. With reference to this subject, attention is called to a reso-
lution adopted by the national Board of Directors, December, 1941, as
follows: "In order to keep the personnel of local affiliated committees
distinctive so that the public may not confuse their identities with
other organizations in the same field, it is desirable that officers
ghould not be also identified with another in the same field. It is
therefore suggested that all local committees might well adapt the fol-
lowing resolution, already adopted by some: 'In order to keep the Union's
personnel distinctive and to avoid confusion in the public mind as to
identities the officers are requested not to affiliate publicly with
other organizations in the civil liberties field, particularly those
which are the objects of political controversy, without fir conaulting
their local boards.'"

Also held over from the last meeting is the following item: Recently,
the So. Cal, branch of the Union published an exact report from our
Minutes of this Committee's action on pending legislation. The office
would like to know whether the Committee wishes its minutes to be trea-
ted confidentially, at least, until they are approved.

Bishop Parsons has asked that the queation of the exclusion of American
Youth for Democracy from San Jose State College be placed on the agenda
for discussion. In this connection, attention is called to the follow-
ing item from the Board minutes for May 12, 1947:

"After noting the policies recommended by the Committee on Academic
Freedom on the chartering of American Youth for Democracy, alleged to be
a Communist dominated organization, the Board adopted the following
statement:

"i. Any avowed Communist organization should be allowed to organize
and be recognized on the campus.

"{i. Any organization found after investigation and fair hearing as
to its character to be moving materially under false pretences as to its
objectives may be denied a charter or have its charter revoked or suspen-
ded.

Nudist problems.

Report on religious practices in the San Francisco public schools.




EXTCUTI/E_COMMITTEE ATTRNDAICE
(Juns, 1946 through May 1, 1947, Incl.)
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AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION
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THE REGULAR MEETING of the Executive Committee of the American Civil Liberties
Union of Northern California will be held at the Y.W.C.A., 620 Sutter 3treet,
San Francisco,

Thursday, noon, March 2, 1950

The agenda for the meeting is as follows:
Approvel of the minutes of the meetingof February 2 which were sent out,

Financial and membership reports.

Report concerning the Roger Baldwin meeting to be held at the Western
Women's Club, Friday evening, April 14,

Consideration of Item 9 of the minutes of the meeting of the National

Board of Directors held Monday, February 6, 1950 and reading as follows:
"9, Court Picketing Referendum. Mr. Forster called attention to
the minutes of the Policy Committee meeting held January 17, as
circulated, in the section dealing with the complaint of the North-
ern California Branch on the referendum regarding legislative pro-
posals to prohibit obstructive picketing of federal courts. The
Board approved the Committee's recommendation that an inquiry be
made of affiliates as to whether their position would be changed
if the gquestions asked of them were precisely as formulated on the
ballot sent to the Corporation members; but that affiliates were
to be advised that the question would not be resubmitted to the
Board, because the affiliates' votes were purely advisory."

Letter from Chairman John Haynes Holmes, advising A.C.L.U. Affiliates
that "It is our tentative proposal that another meeting of the Board mem-
bers and Branch representatives be held here in New York next September."

Report by Dr. Meikle john, chairman of the sub-committee on Academic
Freedom, concerning the Fox and U. C. loyalty issues.,

Report by the Director concerning activities of Roman Catholic nuns in
the John Hancock School in San Francisco.

Request by the office for authority to investigate certain practices in
the San Francisco Unified School District which are allegedly resulting
in segregated schools.

Federal Loyalty issues. The office asks approval of its action in inter-
vening in the following two cases which were continued fram last month's
agenda,

a. The case of a Negro laboratory attendant in the cancer experiment
project, accused of membership in the seamen's branch of the Commu-
nist Party in 1944, Following a hearing, this case was successfully
disposed of during the past month.,

b. The case of a typist for thoe Army Recruiting Service who is charged
with holding opinions that "coincide with those of the Communists".

New cases:

a. The case of a statistician who is accused of permitting the "Daily
Worker" to be distributed in S.R.A. departments as well as associa-
tion with three Communists (Silvermaster, Silverman and Ulmann) who




De

galned notoriety during the past few years.

The case of an engineer who is charged with having held memberships
in the American Russian Institute and the Washington Book Shop Asso-
ciation, He is also alleged to have "expressed and exhibited Com-
munist sympathies and un-American tendancies" and to have a brother
and sister-in-law who are alleged Communists.

Should the Union intervene in the case of Wesley Robert Wells now before
Judge Louis Goodman in the United States District Couwrt in San Francisco?
Welk, a "lifer", has been sentenced to death for attacking a Folsom prison
guard with a cuspidor.

Should the Union post bail in $he case of a Russian stowaway from Shanghai
whom the govermment is unable to deport at this %ime?

Consideration of the recommendations of a "Confeorence of Affiliates'" of
the A.C.L.U, held in Des Moines, Iowa, January 1lk-15, 1950,

Seaton Manning, Chairman of the sub-committee considering the problem of
the Special Women's Court in San Francisco, requests that the matter be
deferred until the next meeting because his crowded calendar has not al-
lowed his sub-committee to carry out Executive Committee instructions to
meet with a sub-committee of lawyers.




A STATEMENT

to members and friends
of the

AMERICAN C1viL L1BERTIES UNION

Concerning the Resolution
Fixing Qualifications for
Membership on our Guid-
ing Committees and Staff

AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION
PINE STREET

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF.- -

May, 1940




May, 1940

AmericaN Crvi Liserties UnioN
31 UN1ON SQUARE, WEST

New York City

To members and friends:

The policy stated in the resolution adopted at
the annual meeting on February sth affecting elec-
tions to our governing bodies and appointments
to our staff has raised questions on which we
owe you a full statement of the facts. We would
have addressed you before save that action under
the resolution affecting one Board member had
not been determined. It has not yet been finally
disposed of, but we cannot longer delay giving all
the facts to you.

We ask all members after careful reading to in-
dicate their views on the enclosed card.

How the Issue Arose

T is hardly necessary to say that we all deeply

regret a public controversy over the Union’s
internal policies—the first in our twenty year his-
tory. Every effort was made to avoid it, but, as you
will see, it was quite inescapable.

It arose from increasing criticism within our
own ranks of Communist participation in guid-
ing our policies. The critical attitude to Com-
munist participation was intensified after the Nazi-
Soviet Pact, when it became evident that Com-
munist support of democracy had undergone a
sharp change. It resulted in a number of resigna-
tions from the Union, from our National Com-
mittee of John Dos Passos and from our Board of
Directors of Mrs. Margaret DeSilver, whose hus-
band was one of the founders of the Union and
its associate director in its early years.

Members of the Board of Directors reflected these
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sharpened cleavages, dividing into groups in favor
of collaboration with Communists, opposed to it,
and a neutral group who regretted the issue and
who endeavored to surmount it. The Board’s bus-
iness was inevitably subordinated to this issue—and
for some months it functioned with increasing diffi-
culty. Various proposals to achieve harmony were
made, but none accepted.

The matter came to a head when the nominating
committees were appointed for the annual elec-
tion in February. When the issues dividing the
Board were reported to the members of the Na-
tional Committee in charge of nominations they
unanimously adopted a resolution intended to
make our policy clear, both as to future elections
and present membership, in the belief that it would
create greater harmony on the basis of undivided
loyalty to civil liberties. The members of that nom-
inating committee were John Nevin Sayre, chair-
man, John S. Codman, Sherwood Eddy, Mrs. Agnes
Brown Leach, A. J. Muste, William Pickens, Amos
Pinchot, Joseph Schlossberg, L. Hollingsworth
Wood, and Oswald Garrison Villard.

The resolution was then submitted by mail to
the members of the National Committee and
adopted by a vote of 30 to 10. In revised form at
the annual meeting, at which the Board of Direc-
tors was also present, it was adopted by 43 to 14
(including mail vote of absentees). Some mem-
bers of both committees did not vote.

The resolution reads:

“While the American Civil Liberties Union
does not make any test of opinion on political
or economic questions a condition of member-
ship, and makes no distinction in defending
the right to hold and utter any opinions, the
personnel of its governing committees and
staff is properly subject to the test of con-
sistency in the defense of civil liberties in all
aspects and all places.

That consistency is inevitably compromised
by persons who champion civil liberties in the
United States and yet who justify or tolerate
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the denial of civil liberties by dictatorships
abroad. Such a dual position in these days,
when issues are far sharper and more pro-
found, makes it desirable that the Civil Lib-
erties Union make its position unmistakably
clear.

“The Board of Directors and the National
Committee of the American Civil Liberties
Union therefore hold it inappropriate for any
person to serve on the governing committees
of the Union or on its staff, who is a member
of any political organization which supports
totalitarian dictatorship in any country, or who
by his public declarations indicates his sup-
port of such a principle.

“Within this category we include organiza-
tions in the United States supporting the to-
talitarian governments of the Soviet Union
and of the Fascist and Nazi countries, (such
as the Communist Party, the German-Ameri-
can Bund and others); as well as native organ-
izations with obvious anti-democratic objec-
tives or practices.”

The resolution is a statement of propriety affect-
ing the Union’s governing bodies and staff. It is
not an amendment to the by-laws. It is a guide to
nominating committees and a declaration to the
public of our adherence to undivided loyalty to
civil liberties.

The Reaction among Members
and in the Press

THE resolution was thereupon sent to all local
committees of the Union and was reported
to the membership in the March Quarterly. Most
members apparently approve it. Many inquiries
have been received, and some criticism. Dr. Ward,
long chairman of the Union, resigned on grounds
that he had already made clear to the Board, and
which are covered by the following points to which
reply is made.

Seventeen persons signed an open letter to the
Board requesting revocation of the resolution. The
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seventeen included 2 members of the National
Committee, 7 members of the Union, and 8 non-
members. In addition three members of the Na-
tional Committee independently raised similar
objections.

Between thirty and forty members of the Union
have resigned. Others who had previously resigned
or had refrained from joining because of Com-
munist collaboration in the Union’s affairs sent in
their contributions.

Of the 32 local committees of the Union, five of
the most active committees took unfavorable action,
one took favorable action, and two regarded action
as unnecessary. The others have not acted. None, so
far as we are aware, has had to confront the same
issue which arose in the national organization.
The unfavorable position taken by the five locals
rested in some cases on the same grounds as the
minority view in our Board and National Com-
mittee, in some on misunderstanding, and in
others on misrepresentations attributable largely
to the Communist press, whose articles in oppo-
sition appeared along with dispatches reporting the
Union’s continuing defense of Communists’ rights!

There is no question but that the Union has
been greatly strengthened in public opinion by
this action. The unanimous and strongly worded
approval of newspapers in editorial comment
throughout the country, is a clear revelation of
this. The only dissenting voices have been those
of the Daily Worker and the New Masses.

History of the Union’s Policy
Affecting Personnel

][T cannot be too strongly emphasized that the
resolution only states in substance an unwritten
policy followed by the Union for twenty years.
We have never originally elected nor appointed
to our governing committees or staff any persons
falling within the categories described. Consistency
in support of civil liberties has necessarily been an
unwritten requirement of those who make our
policies. The Union therefore never elected nor
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appointed originally any known member of the
Communist Party to the governing committees or
staff. But we have retained on our National Com-
mittee and Board two persons who joined the
Communist Party during their membership. They
were even re-elected, because re-elections have been
a matter of course when no question was raised.
This is doubtless the reason the Union’s general
policy has not been clear, causing the criticism of
a change in fundamental principle. But retention
of an associate committed to a political view re-
garded as a disqualification for election is under-
standable, if not wholly consistent.

Conflicts of loyalty on the part of members of
our governing committees have arisen in the past
which prompted requests for resignations or dis-
placement of Union representatives.

Some years ago it was found that some members
of the Union’s local committees were also mem-
bers of the Ku Klux Klan. They were displaced.
Only a little over a year ago the vice-chairman
of one of our local committees was found to be
supporting the candidacy of a notorious anti-
Semite for Governor of Kansas. He was removed.
A number of members of the National Commit-
tee have, during the course of twenty years, been
requested to resign or offered their resignations
when they ran into a conflict between the Union’s
position and a contrary view. Andrew Furuseth, a
member of the National Committee in the early
1920s and president of the Seamen’s Union, was
requested to resign when he advocated the prose-
cution under the criminal syndicalism laws of
members of the LW.W. whom the Union was de-
fending. Another member of the National Com-
mittee who publicly condemned the defense of
the rights of Communists resigned when the in-
consistency of his position was apparent. Another
member of the National Committee, a distin-
guished southerner, resigned when the Union
took a position in the defense of Negroes’ rights
which he could not support. In each of these cases
—and others—a conflict of loyalties was apparent,
some evidenced by mere membership, others by
personal attitudes.
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The Case of Elizabeth Gurley Flynn

The only application of the resolution to the
present membership of our governing committees
has concerned the one Communist Party member
of the Board, Elizabeth Gurley Flynn who is on
the leading committee of the Party. Despite the
request of a substantial majority of the Board,
Miss Flynn declined to resign. One member then
filed a charge intended to disqualify her. Miss
Flynn thereupon attacked the Union vigorously in
the Communist press. In an article in the New
Masses she stated:

“These pseudo-liberals take fright at the
giant on the horizon which points the
possible future everywhere—the Soviet
Union. I don’t mind being expelled by
this kind of people. I don’t belong with
them anyhow. I'll fight them to expose
them, not from a desire to associate with
them any longer. Labor can defend its
own civil liberties—so can the Com-
munists, without the ACLU.”

Proceedings were then instituted by two more
members of the Board to remove Miss Flynn on the
ground that her attitude to the Union as expressed in
the Communist press disqualifies her for continued
service. At a hearing held by the Board on May 7th
and attended by 23 of the Board’s 32 members (in-
cluding Miss Flynn), the charges were sustained by
majority vote and Miss Flynn’s removal was voted,
subject to approval by the National Committee, to
which the pertinent material is being presented by
mail. Miss Flynn meanwhile remains on the Board.

By way of comment on the proceedings it may
be said that Miss Flynn herself raised the ques-
tion of the propriety of her further service on the
Board when she joined the Communist Party
three years ago. The members of the Board saw
then no objection to her continued service. The
Communist Party was following a policy of demo-
cratic co-operation and Miss Flynn had long been
associated with the Union.

Some of our critics hold that since we re-elected
Miss Flynn after knowing she was a member of
the Communist Party we are morally obligated
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to permit her to serve out her three-year term
until 1942. As only one of a board of 32 members,
they say, she can do the Union no harm. But Miss
Flynn is not so much an issue personally as she is
a symbol of inconsistency in our Board membership

in the light of the changed conditions which aroused
the difficulties described.

Any comment which members may have to
make on the application of the resolution to Miss
Flynn may be inserted on the enclosed postal.

Queries and Comments

Following are the chief questions raised by the
resolution, with our comments:

1. Does not the resolution indicate a change in
the Union’s policy of defense of civil liberties?

Ans. The resolution indicates no change what-
ever in our defense of everybody’s rights without
distinction. So far as Communists are concerned,
we regard defense of their rights as the acid test
of fidelity to civil liberty, because they are the
minority most detested and attacked. On purely
practical grounds we can do a far better job of
defense of Communists if we are not subject to
the charge of acting as sympathizers because we
have one or more Communists on our controlling
committees. Even the Communist Party should
see the good sense of that. Certainly it cannot be
argued that the Union should include in its gov-
erning committees representatives of all groups
whose civil rights we defend, for we defend those
opposed to civil liberty as well as for it. As one
editorial put it:

“Although we may, in order to be con-
sistent with our ideals, have to extend free
speech to those who would destroy free
speech, we are certainly under no obliga-
tion to accept guidance from them.”

2. Has not the Union’s sole test of membership
on governing committees and staff in the past been
loyalty to the Bill of Rights?

Ans. Yes, and that is the only test now. We
never elected nor appointed persons in the first
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instance who favored civil liberties for one class
and opposed them for another, nor persons who
advocated civil liberty as a principle in the United
States and denied it as a principle elsewhere.

3. Has not the Union departed from its policies
by taking a position in regard to foreign govern-
ments?

Ans. The Union has taken no position except
to support the principle of the Bill of Rights and
to oppose the principle of dictatorship which de-
nies it, It has merely named certain organizations
in the United States which support dictatorship
elsewhere, and in so doing has specified the leading
dictatorships.

4. Does not the resolution penalize mere opin-
ions in the absence of any acts, and is this not
contrary to the principles of the Union?

Ans. The Union must, of course, base its se-
lection of governing committees and staff on the
ground of opinion—namely, support of the prin-

ciple of civil liberties. The test of acts as against
opinions applies only to restraints by law, not to
selection of the personnel of the Union.

5. Does not the resolution set up a test of
orthodoxy?
Ans. It does. The Union has always had an

orthodoxy—namely consistent support of the Bill
of Rights.

6. Is not mere membership in an organization
made a test for excluding persons from the gov-
erning committees and staff? And does this not
violate the Union’s opposition to prosecutions for
mere membership?

Ans. A test of consistency in support of the
Bill of Rights is quite different from our attitude
to a criminal prosecution. Mere membership may
be a sufficient indication of a point of view incon-
sistent with civil liberties. Certainly it would not
be argued that a “mere member” of the Ku Klux
Klan would be suitable for our governing com-
mittees.
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7. If we have never originally elected Com-
munist Party members to our governing commit-
tees and staff, why did we re-elect two members
who joined the Communist Party after election?

Ans. To be consistent we should not have.
Consideration toward our associates and the usual
routine of re-electing all persons serving on our
committees overcame that consideration. In the
case of William Z. Foster, who joined the Com-
munist Party some few years after his election as
a member of the National Committee, he resigned
some years later when confronted by the Union’s
condemnation of bailjumpers who were received
by the Communist International as refugees. In
the case of Elizabeth Gurley Flynn, a member of
the National Committee since 1920, but who did
not join the Communist Party until three years
ago (when she was serving on the Board) pro-
ceedings are pending as indicated.

8. Since only one member of the Communist
Party was serving on the Board of Directors, and
none on the National Committee or staff, was it
necessary to raise such an issue over so insignificant
a minority?

Ans. The issue went deeper than that. As al-
ready stated, it divided our Board of Directors into
groups favorable to and opposed to participation
of Communists in our deliberations, and involved
the whole attitude toward collaboration with Com-
munists in defense of civil liberties, both inside
and outside the Union. The one Communist Party
member was a symbol rather than the cause of the
controversy.

9. Does not the action of the Union constitute
a form of “red-baiting” against Communists?

Ans. It does not, unless the whole history of the
Union for twenty years in not appointing nor
originally electing Communists is to be regarded
as “red-baiting.”

10. Does not the resolution make the Union’s
position inconsistent in defending the rights of
Communists to hold public office or to teach in
schools?
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Ans. The qualifications for membership on a
Board defending civil liberties for everybody are
quite different from those of holding public office
or teaching in schools. A member of the Civil
Liberties Union’s Board supports the principles of
civil liberty without qualification. A person hold-
ing public office supports the Constitution of the
United States as interpreted by the courts. The
Civil Liberties Union often differs from the courts.
Schools should tolerate teachers with all sorts of
political views to promote freedom in education. A
school, unlike the Civil Liberties Union, is not
bound by any precise loyalty to a concept of civil
liberty.

11. Why was the action taken at this time,
when the position of Communists and others
against whom the resolution was aimed, has been
the same for many years?

Ans. This has been answered above in the dis-
cussion of how the resolution came to be adopted
after the issues of changed Communist policy be-
came acute. If it represented a sharp change in our
policy the criticism would be valid. The chief
change is to apply to our present membership a
policy long applied to original elections and ap-
pointments.

12. Would not the resolution apply to many
others besides Communists, and will it not be
necessary for the Union to test constantly the views
of its governing committees and staff?

Ans. The only fair test is as to how it is applied
in practice. It is highly improbable that it would be
applied in any except a very clear case of conflict
between the Union’s position and a contrary loyalty.

13. Did not the Union’s action reflect outside
pressure from reactionary and intolerant sources?

Ans. The Union has withstood all sorts of pres-
sure for a great many years. There was no evi-
dence whatever during the several months of
debate on this matter of any outside pressure re-
flected by a single member of the Board or Na-
tional Committee, nor the slightest desire to be-
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come “respectable” to conservatives. It was the
changed situation confronting us, not pressure,
which was responsible for the declaration.

14. Is not the Union going conservative? Is it
not ceasing to defend labor cases, is defending
Henry Ford, and is leaning toward the right?

Ans. For twenty years the common charge
against the Union was that it leaned toward the
left, defended only Communist and left-wing
cases. To that we replied incessantly that we did
not make our cases, they were made for us by
those who violate the Bill of Rights. We defended
them as they came. It is ironical now that the
charge should come from the other direction. We
can only remind the newer critics, as we did the
former—“we do not make our cases; they are made
for us by those who infringe the civil liberties of
others.”

These charges reveal a biased attitude toward
civil liberties on the part of the persons making
them. Those who would have us defend only the
rights of employers and conservatives think that
the Bill of Rights is intended only for their friends.
Those who would have us defend only labor and
left-wing cases think precisely the same. Each
would look cheerfully upon the suppression of the
civil liberties of the other. Therein each differs
from the ACLU, which does not look cheerfully
upon the suppression of anyone’s civil liberties.

15. Does not the Union’s position set a bad ex-
ample for other organizations in the exclusion of
Communists and possibly other members of un-
popular minorities?

Ans. It should not. The requirements of most
other organizations are quite different from those
of the Civil Liberties Union, which has a narrow
and definite principle to support.

16. Was not the resolution badly timed in the
midst of hysteria, against Communists particularly?

Ans. The resolution was not “timed.” It was the
product of a changed international situation af-
fecting American life, in which the Communist
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Party played a changed role, arousing controversy
in our midst, and bringing to a head feelings long
latent as to the propriety of Communist participa-
tion in our governing committees.

17. Is not the Union, in removing or asking the
resignation of any member of its Board for poli-
tical views, itself violating the civil liberties of that
member?

Ans. This surprising opinion has been uttered
by persons whose knowledge of civil liberties is
limited. There is no “civil liberty” in being a
member of any board of directors, whether of the
ACLU, the Communist Party, or United States
Steel—and views are the basis of membership in
most controlling boards.

18. If the resolution does not represent a basic
change of policy, why did Dr. Ward, chairman of
the Union for twenty years, resign in protest?

Ans. Dr. Ward differed from the majority of the
Board on the propriety of the service of Com-
munists on the Union’s governing committees. His

resignation was in substance a protest against their
exclusion plus opposition to any declaration dealing
with attitudes to foreign governments. Others who
have served the Union for an equal period took the
opposite view.

Comment should be added on the political move-
ments which would avowedly suppress civil liber-
ties when the opportunity offers to establish their
own economic or political program. The Amer-
ican Civil Liberties Union cannot entertain such
a doctrine. Our function is to defend the Bill of
Rights, not to protect an individual or a minority
movement, but to protect freedom as essential for
peaceful progress. Beneath this divergence of
views lies the fundamental cause of the current
controversy.

The American Civil Liberties Union would not
have given twenty years to the defense of the Bill
of Rights had it not been absorbed by the convic-
tion that this document represents a goal worthy
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of endless human striving. The Union is in a
stronger position before the public when no ques-
tion whatever can be raised as to the uncom-
promising loyalty of all the members of its gov-
erning bodies and staff to the principles it serves.

In view of the fact that the Union is organized
as a corporation whose voting members are con-
fined to the National Committee, we would ap-
preciate having comment on the enclosed card
from those contributing members who wish to ex-
press their views. The governing committees al-
ways welcome as a helpful guide to their delibera-
tions all expressions from members. The results
will be reported in the June Quarterly.

We trust that the explanation of this controversy
has covered all the points which have troubled
any of our friends, and that the action taken will
appear to you wholly in keeping with the Union’s
tradition and principles. Although the controversy
has aroused some pretty heated comment, we are
gratified to say that there has been no ill-feeling
in the Board of Directors, the National Committee
or staff, and that the work of the Union goes on
with its usual vigor.

May we take this occasion to announce the elec-
tion as chairman of the National Committee of
Prof. Edward Alsworth Ross of the University of
Wisconsin, long a member of the National Com-
mittee? The other officers remain unchanged.

Joun Haynes Hormes, Chairman
for the Board of Directors
Joun NEvIN SAYRE
Amos PincHoT
OswALD GARRISON VILLARD
for the National Committee

Rocer N. BarLpwin
for the staff
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&

@UR constitutional guarantees of freedom of
speech, press and assembly are not self-
enforcing. Constant and vigorous efforts are
necessary to maintain the Bill of Rights especially
in times of crisis when fear and intolerance of
dissenting minorities are aroused. On the main-
tenance of freedom of speech, press and assembly
rests the whole structure of our political democ-
racy. And that freedom for all of us is threatened
by denying it to any form of expression, however
obnoxious and anti-democratic. Nobody’s political
rights are safe if anybody’s rights are sacrificed.

THE American Civil Liberties Union, whose
sole object is to protect these constitutional
liberties, originated in the crisis of war. When
-the United States entered the World War,
issues of freedom of speech, press and assembly
at once arose in hysterical attacks upon op-
ponents of the war and of conscription. A
movement for the defense of those rights was
imperative. The American Union Against Mili-
tarism, which had fought the drift toward war,
therefore promptly created the Civil Liberties
Bureau. That Bureau quickly became independent
and broader in scope—expanding in 1920 into
the American Civil Liberties Union—the first
non-partisan national organization in American
history dedicated to the maintenance of the Bill
of Rights for everybody without exception.

Recurring crises since the World War have
made necessary the expansion of the Union’s
work, covering the wide fields of labor’s civil
rights, defense of radical minorities, academic
freedom, censorship of radio, press, movies and
the stage, aliens’ rights and, recently, the rights
of conscientious objectors.

HE Civil Liberties Union stands on the gen-
eral principle that all thought on matters of
public concern should be freely expressed with-
out interference. Orderly social progress is pro-
moted by unrestricted freedom of opinion. The
punishment of mere opinion without overt acts
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is never in the interest of orderly progress. Sup-
pression of opinion makes for violence and blood-
shed. This is the historic American position on
civil liberty, stated once and for all by Thomas
Jefferson:

“It is time enough for the rightful purposes
of civil government for its officers to inter-
fere when principles break out into overt
acts against peace and good order.”

The Union’s interpretation of “civil liberty”
therefore covers the right of any group to or-
ganize, to conduct propaganda, and to engage in
all sorts of economic and political activities short
of violence, attempted violence, preparations for
violence, personal libel or obscenity. Its principles
forbid discrimination on the ground of religion
or race. They exclude all advance censorship of
publication or distribution.

The Union’s battleground is chiefly in the
courts, where the Union’s attorneys volunteer
their services in defense of everybody’s rights.
Not only are violations of rights challenged, but
violators are proceeded against. Outside the arena
of legal controversy, the Union contests repres-
sive legislation, intervenes with administrative
officials for the protection of civil rights and with
educational authorities for the protection of aca-
demic freedom. It also conducts educational and
publicity campaigns in behalf of civil liberty.

F | ‘ue Union’s activities are conducted in ac-
cordance with an announced program of ob-
jectives each year.

The Union has taken into the courts practi-
cally every issue which has arisen where oppor-
tunity offered to make a legal case. Its services
have been rendered impartially to all organiza-
tions and individuals whose rights were affected,
from Jehovah’s Witnesses to the political parties
of the extreme left. Nor has the Union neglected
the rights of conservative and reactionary groups
when they were challenged. It has intervened in
behalf of the rights of the Ku Klux Klan and of

the Nazis, of corporations and of employers.

HE national headquarters keeps in close touch
with violations of civil rights throughout the
country through correspondents and the press.
In cases on which help is asked, and in all cases
of general public interest, the Union acts at once
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by wire or letter to render legal aid to the per-
son or organization attacked and often to urge
the authorities to act.

Besides defense of individual cases, the Union
engages in campaigns against repression by law,
regulations, mob violence, or lawless officials.
Test cases are conducted in the courts in an en-
deavor to void laws in conflict with constitutional
guarantees. Publicity is organized around every
campaign or test case.

Publicity and information services include
weekly news releases to 500 labor, farm and lib-
eral papers; special news releases to daily papers;
articles for periodicals; a quarterly review of the
Union’s activities; books and pamphlets; special
local or national radio broadcasts.

oNTROL of the Union’s affairs is lodged in the

membership of its National Committee,
comprising over sixty persons distinguished in
public life and residing all over the country, and
its Board of Directors, numbering over thirty
members, residing in or near New York City.
The two committees jointly elect their members
for three year terms, choose their own officers,
and determine the Union’s policies. The Board
of Directors, meeting weekly in New York,
keeps close control of the Union’s activities,
handled by an office staff headed by a director,
secretary, and office counsel. Provision is made
for wide consultation with local affiliated com-
mittees and with the membership in elections and
on controversial issues. About fifteen active local
autonomous committees are affiliated with the
Union.

The volume of work requires specialists in
the campaigns, organized in standing committees.
Chief among them are: the Committee on
Academic Freedom, headed by Prof. Eduard C.
Lindeman; the National Council on Freedom
from Censorship, headed by Quincy Howe; the
Committee on Aliens’ Civil Rights, headed by
David Wainhouse; the Committee on Fair Play
to Puerto Rico, headed by Oswald Garrison Vil-
lard; the Committee on Indian Civil Rights,
headed by Prof. Jay B. Nash; the Committee on
Education for Civil Liberties, headed by Carl
Carmer; the National Committee on Conscien-
tious Objectors, headed by Ernest Angell; and
the Committee on State Relief for Innocent Per-
sons Erroneously Convicted, headed by Prof.

Edwin M. Borchard.
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THL‘ Union is financed by membership dues
and contributions ranging from $1.00 to
$1,000 a year. The total number of contributors
is over 5,000. Dues are fixed in amounts from
$1.00 to $100. About 40 members contribute an-
nually as much as $100 or over, their total con-
tributions making up about one-fifth of the
Union’s total income. Of the 5,000 members,
4,800 contribute less than $25 a year.

The operating expenses of the Union remain
constant on a budget of about $26,000 a year—
divided almost equally between salaries and gen-
eral administrative expenses.

In addition, the Union helps finance court
cases, campaigns, and local work at a cost of
$5,000 to $15,000 a year, varying according to
needs and resources. These special funds are
raised by special appeals, with some income from
bequests. Over 350 non-members also contribute
annually to one special fund or another.
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THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE

BARNES, HARRY ELMER — Writer and educator;
former professor of sociology, Smith College; for-
mer professor of history, Clark University; former
vice-president, American Association for Advance-
ment of Science.

BEARDSLEY, JOHN — Judge of the Superior Court,
Los Angeles; former chairman of Southern Cali-
fornia branch of the Union.

BETTMAN, ALFRED — Lawyer, Cincinnati; former-
ly assistant to Attorney General of U.S., War Di-
vision, 1917-19.

BIGELOW, HERBERT S.— Pastor of the People’s
Church, Cincinnati; member of City Council;
former member of Congress; former President of
the Ohio Constitutional Convention.

BLAKE, EDGAR—Bishop, Methodist Church, Detroit.

BORCHARD, EDWIN M. — Professor of Law, Yale
University Law School; former assistant solicitor
to Department of State; former Law Librarian of
Congress.

BROOKS, VAN WYCK — Author, “Flowering of
New England,” “America’s Coming-of-Age,” etc.

BUCK, PEARL — Author, winner of Nobel and
Pulitzer Prizes for Literature.

COCHRAN, WILLIAM F.—Business man, Baltimore;
Treasurer, Church League for Industrial Democ-
racy.

CODMAN, JOHN S.— Business man, Boston; long
identified with the defense of free speech..

COUNTS, GEORGE S.— Professor of Education,
Teachers College, Columbia University.

DOUGLAS, MELVYN — Actor, Hollywood.

EDDY, SHERWOOD — Writer and lecturer; former
Secretary for Asia, YMCA.

FISHER, DOROTHY CANFIELD — Author, Arling-

ton, Vermont.

FOSDICK, HARRY EMERSON — Pastor, Riverside
Church, New York.

GALLAGHER, WILLIAM HENRY — Lawyer, De-
troit.

GARRISON, LLOYD K.— Dean of University of
Wisconsin Law School.

GARTZ, KATE CRANE — Active in behalf of free
speech and pacifism in California.

GAUSS, CHRISTIAN — Dean, Princeton University.

GILKEY, CHARLES W.— Dean, Chicago University
Theological School.
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IN DEFENSE OF THE NISEI

The Record of the American Civil Liberties Union in Defending the
Rights of the Japanese Americans

The Evacuabtion

The order evacuating the Japanese American population from thewest
coast was promulgated by the War Department early in larch 1942.

On March 20 the American Civil Liberties Union, which had already
expressed alarm at the first threat of evacuation, wrote to President
Roosevelt protesting the measure in the strongest terms as without
military justification and contrary to every principle of American
freedom. The President was urged that all American citizens subject
to evacuation should be given individual éXaminations as soon as poS=
sible and released at once if found loyal,

Throughout the years since then the Union has continued on every
occasion to express publicly in the press, in the courts, and in Cong-
ress:its faith in the loyalty of the majority of the Japanese Ameri-
cans, and its unqualified opposition to thelr wholesale evacuation
and detention,

The evacuation process was hardly begun when the Union went into
action in the courts to test the constitutionality of the whole pro-
ce6éding. Despite difficulties in finding Japanese Americans willing
to test their rights, cases were instfituted in Seattle, Portland, San
Francisco, and Los Angeles within six months of the evacuation. This
was the beginning of a two year legal battle to have the evacuabion
and detention declared unconstitutional, Four times cases involving -
the rights of Japanese Americans were carried up to the Supreme Court,
twice by the Union and twice with Union support,

During 1943 the Court ruled unfavorably in the Hirabayashi case
on the question of racially-applied curfew regulations, but opened
the way to a later appeal of the Korematsu case by a favorable ruling
on a legal technicality. The long legal battle came to an end in
1944 when the court held the evacuation legal in the Korematsu case,
but ruled out the detention in relocation centers of "loyal" citizens
in the Endo case. Both were supported by the Union with funds, lawi-
yers, and briefg.

The Union criticized the court!s ruling in the Korematsu case as
"legalizing racial discrimination," and stands ready to appeal the
iggsue again if any reasonably hopeful case can be brought,

Discrimination in the States

During the war years the Union was also active in combatting in
the various state legislatures and in Congress bills discriminating
against Japanese Americans, A bill prohibiting ownership of land by
Japanese aliens was unsuccessfully opposed in Arkansas, but the Unilon
18 now engaged in appealing to the United States Supreme Court a simi-
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lar law on the California books. -A law passed in Arizona discrimina-
ting against Japanese Americans in business transactions was appealed
to the Arizona Supreme Court, where it was thrown out as unconstitu-
tionals In Colorado a statute prohibiting the ownership of land by
persons of Japanese ancestry was defeated with the help of the Union,
as were a series of discriminatory-municipal proposals in Utah.

Proceedings brought by the Native Sons of the Golden West, the
American Legion and other groups in California to deprive Japanese
Americans of their citizenship were also successfully opposed by the
Union, as was a bill introduced into the U.S, Senate to intern all
persons of Japanese ancestry in the United States for the duration of
the war. In addition the Union has been active in combatting discrim-
ination arising from attempts to resettle Japanese Amerlicans in vari-
ous American cities, notably in New York and Pittsburgh.

Rights in the Army and Navy

Early in 1942 the Union intervened with the War Department on
behalf of the Japanese Americans who were donied the right to gerve
in the armed forces, and conbtinued throughout the war years to combat
every form of discrimination in the military field. In February 1945
the War Department after numerous representations from the Union and
other groups opened up military service in the Army through the crea-
tion of separate volunteer battalions, The Union continued to pro-
tost against discrimination against Japanese Americans in the admini-
stration of the draft law, until their rights were restored in Janu-

ary 1944,

Repe@ated reprosentations were made to the Navy Department agalnst

the policy of oxcluding all Japanese Americans from the Navy and the
WAVES, The policy was finally revoked in November of this year. At
the same timo the Union has aided directly and indirectly in the de-
fense of a number of Japanese Americans who refused military service
because of resentment against their treatmont by the government.,

Cases Now in Court

After the rovocation of the west coast ban in January 1945, tho
Union brought further cases into the courts to test the army oxclu-
sion orders against individual Japonese Americans. Onc of thoso cases
resulted in May 1945 in a favorable docision in the Los Angeles Fod-
eral District Court, holding the military authorities could not enforce
their own exclusion orders but must rely on the civil authoritics.

This had the practical effect of cancelling the orders oubtstanding
against hundreds of individual Japanese Amcrlcans,

In Novembeor 1945 two mass petitions werc filed on bchalf of more
than a thousand Nisei held for deportation at Tule Lake after they
had ronounced their citizenship during tho war. Attorncys for the
renunciants with ACLU backing through the Northern California Branch,
maintain that the renunciations are invalid because obtained undor
duress by pro-Japanese groups, and because thoy were in part tho out-
come of resontment and misunderstanding of tho govornment!s policy
toward Japancsc Americans. Doportations bascd on renunciation are

baing contested.
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Resoettleomont

Throughout the war the Union has coopcrated with othor agenciecs
in cfforts to smooth the vway for thc rescttlement of Japanose Amori-
cans rolcasod from the Relocation Centers. Violenco and threats of
violence againgt returning ovacuees in COalifornia were mebt by the
Union with an offer .of $1,000 reward for thoe conviction of thosc res-
ponsible, At thce samec btime the Union has ongaged in a numbor of suits
to protect the land and proporty rights of Japanese Americans on tho
west coast. It has also been on the alert to combatbt, and with consid-
erable success, efforts to discriminate in the granting of business
licenscs, civil service jobs, fishing pemits, and tradc union rights,

The Work Continues

The efforts of the American CQivil Liberties Union are continuing.
In addition to the Tule Lake casos, and an appeal to test the Calife-
ornia alien land law, both in process, damage suits to further tost
the constitutionality of exclusion orders arc unfler consildcratione.
Sc too are measures to satisfy, in part at leoast,thc claims for dama-
gas due to foreced property losscs in the hurriecd cvacuation.

Doccmbor, 1945
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