
(Problems related to housing requiring further treatm ent in 
' this chapter.) 

1. Sandstorms and dust in the homes, 

2. Fire Department regulation against the use of electr ic plates, 
heaters, end other electrical equipment in the apartmen ts because 
of the danger of overheating the small gaage electric lin es. 
The prectice of cooking at home. 

5. Housing regulations re: moving. E.g., wives 1 requests that 
husbands, from whom separation desired, be moved out, 

4. Inadequacies of the center home, e.g.,  :  ichi's discontent at 
not having a piano, women wanting their sewing machines, e tc. 



PART II.  SOCIAL ORGANIZATION 

CHAPTER VI. HOUSING 

Housing was evidently less of a problem at the Tule Lake Pro-

ject than at a number of other V..R.A, centers such as Minid oka, Pos-

ton, Gila River and Manzanar. (Conditions in the remainin g centers 

are not known.) During the initial ingress of evacuees to t he lat-

ter centers when the intake was frequently more rapid than was the 

completion of housing to shelter the people, it was frequ ently neces-

sary to crowd families into un-sectioned recreation hal &s to provide 

temporary Quarters, but this difficulty never occurred at 'Tule Lake 

except on one minor occasion when the first group of bachelo rs to 

arrive were cuartered for two or three days in unpart.itione d recre-

ation halls. Furthermore, even at the peak population o f Tule Lake 

during early September 1942, there was relatively less c rowding than 

at many other centers. The necessity of housing two or more house-

holds in a single apartment, which was notably the case a t lanzanar, 

was at a minimum at Tule Lake; and the calculation of floo r space 

per individual evacuee would probably show a comparative ly favorable 

rate at the latter project. Except perhaps during the f irst two 

months of the project when the initial housing adjustments were tak-

ing place, the housing cuestion never reached the proport ion of a 

community issue, although, to be sure, there continually were indi-

vidual housing difficulties. 

Nevertheless, the basic limitations of relocation cente r hous-

ing were the same at Tule Lake as elsewhere, and the malad justments 

resulting from these limitations, while perhaps less art iculated 

than at some centers, were an important source of evacuee malcontent 

irritation. 
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General Organization of Housing 

The :.R.A. projects have been likened to arms'- camps, and the 
their 

similarity is perhaps greatest in/â*r» physical features  particular-

ly since the centers were designed and constructed acc ording to 

army specifications. Like the army camp, the relocatio n center 

residential area is marked by row upon even row of monoto nously 

uniform barracks. Moreover, the residential barracks wer e designed 

primarily as sleeping ouarters rather than as household un its in 

the ordinary sense of housing structures, for many of th e maintenance 

functions of the family such as of feeding, bathing, ironi ng, washing, 

and even much of family recreation, were not possible wit hin the 

"home" and necessarily had to be performed outside it . But the most 

distinguishing feature of project housing was the centra lized ad-

ministration of all housing for the 15,000 residents of the community, 

and the consequent subjection of all these people with the ir vari-

ous circumstances to the standardized housing regulati ons of the 

.R.A. In other words, the limits of freedom In one Ts choice of 

dwelling conditions, and as well/in the ̂ -ai-rangfir-ie at possibility 

of re-arranging dwelling space according to the family n eeds, were 

extremely narrow. The crux of the problem in housing adju stments 

lay in the fact that not only were the dwelling^ facili ties very 

much limited, but also that there was no escape from this condition 

since all dwelling units were generally uniform and a ny efforts to 

alter them were confronted with restrictive regulations.  Hence, it 

was necessary that the individuals and families adjust to th e provided 

physical structures since the possibility of adjusting structures to 

the persons was largely excluded. 
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1 5 , 0 0 0 

At the Tule Lake Project, the residential area for the./ev acuees 

occupied almost precisely one-half snuare miles (exclus ive of fire-

break areas)l/of a very flat, sandy, dried-out lake bed. Thi s ratio 

compares favorably with congested sections of large citie s, but the 

comparison is misleading for all the structures at the project were 

of one story and the congestion was not so much in the sp ace surround-

ing a residence but within it. This residential area was sub-divided 

into seven wards of nine blocks each, with one extra block a dhering 

to the sixth ward, with each ward separated from the adjace nt ones 

by open fire-breaks of  200 feet width. Each ward may be pictured 

as a rectangle sub-divided into three by three sections of n ine 

blocks, with a criss-cross pattern of unpaved streets ru nning be-

tween the blocks. 

The regional setting of the project was not without its scenic 

attractions of a semi-desert variety, for a rugged butte , labelled 

by the evacuees as "Castle Rock", stood in front of the c enter direct-

ly across the highway, while a range of barren hills e xtended north 

and south some distance in the back of the project. But the c enter 

area itself was monotonously unattractive. Except for small garden 

patches In front of evacuee residences and the clumps of d eserf 

grass in the fire breaks and the open areas of the bloc ks, the entire 

center was virtually devoid of vegetation. There was not a tree or 

a piece of shrubbery in the entire residential area; there wer e no 

spots of green except for a few minor attempts to grow lawn s. Per-

ception was largely adjusted to a view of u-ly, black, tar-p apered 

barracks; variegated porches built of scrap lumber; stoc ks of fire 

wood piled against the barracks; laundry lines strung in fr ont of 

residences in the rear of the adjoining barrack; and the dul l gray 
1/ The evacuee residential area exclusive of fire-breaks 

measured"".495 square railes, or about 31 acres. 
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of the desert sand that composed the ground of the entire p roject. 

During the summer heat, the residents would seek the narr ow shades 

of their barracks; during the rain and snow season of the winter, 

paths would become slushy and muddy, and large pools of w ater would 

obstruct passages within the blocks. The roads were il l  v :ept and 

dusty, there were no street lamps nor anything resemblin g sidewalks, 

and people walked between barracks, across fire breaks, kicking up 

sand and stone, along paths of their own making. 

This was the setting of the evacuee residences, and the un at-

tractive simplicity of the exterior surroundings bore  its influence 

upon the interior surroundings of the home as well. The relocation 

center was a "camp", the life within it was "camp-like", and no 

amount of labelling the community a "city" or "town" coul d alter 

the basic features of its life emerging out of its struc ture and 

setting. 

For more reasons than one, housing at the project recuires t o 

be treated within its block setting since many functions o f the 

. home were necessarily fulfilled outside of one Ts residence. Each 
line 

block measured 400 feet by 540 feet,measured between the ce nter gx±J5 

of enclosing streets, end were therefore comparable in si ze to a 

city block. Each block consisted of fourteen residential b arracks, 

one mess hall, a recreation hall, a washroom and shower room for each 

sex, a laundry room and ironing room. 

All the residential barracks were of the same measuremen t, 100 

feet long by 20 feet in width, but they were súb-divdded in to apart-

ments of differing sizes. The buildings were of wooden f rame con-
of which were shiplap sheathed  \  ith 

struction, the exterior surfaces black tar-paper which 

was held down by strips of woáden lathes. Although the or iginal 
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construction did not ckkl for inside rails, this was de emed neces-

sary in anticipation of the extremely -cold winters o f the area, and 

the interiors  ̂  ere therefore faced with sheet-rock. The partitions 

between apartments were double walls, unlike the single w alls, for 

example, at Minidoka, and greatly assisted in cutting down the trans-

mission of sounds between adjoining apartments. Ceilin gs of fir-tex 

were put in after the arrival of the evacuees by evacuee ca rpenters, 

without which sounds would have travelled over the wall s from one 

apartment to another end the heat of an apartment would h ave escaped . 

Each of the one hundred feet long barracks were sub-divid ed 

into four, five or six apartments, that is, apartments of 24 t x SO 1, 

S0t  x 20», or 16* x 20*. Due to an over-estimate of the family 

sizes, the first apartments constructed in /ards I, II, III, and  TV, 

were of 24* x 20 1 size, which did not allow sufficiently for varia-

tions in family sizes and the relatively greater number o f two and 

three person families than was anticipated. The error wa s corrected 

in these wards by the construction of six apartments in barracks 18 

and 19 of each block, but no 20» x 20 f  apartments appeared in these 

wards. Later construction in the remaining wards, howev er, did make 

allowances for differences in family sizes, and all sizes  of apart-

ments were installed. The Tule Lake housing administration announced 

the following ideal ratio of family size to size of a partment: 

Size of Apartment No. _of Family Members 

16' x '20 T .................2 to 3 persons 

20T x 20* .4 persons 

24* x 20' .................5 to 6 persons 

2 Apts. .6 or more persons 
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A 15' x  20
1 apartment for e couple allows a per capita floor 

space of 160 square feet, that is, an ares of 16' i 10' per i ndi-

vidual. But this floor space per individual is at a maximum  for 

couples, and as the number in the family increases, the di stribution 

of space becomes progressively less favorable despite the assignment 

of larger apartments to the larger families. A 20* x 2 0» apartment 

for four persons allows at most 100 square feet per perso n, or an 

area of 10' x 10 1 per individual, while six persons in a x 20 T 

apartment receive only 80 square feet per person, or an a rea of 

Q1 x 10 T per individual. These figures, furthermore, do not tak e 

account of the additional limitations upon space that clo sets had 

to be built within the allotted area and a large stove oc cupied a 

part of the room. Because the latter were permanent fi xtures in 

a room, the space occupied by them had bo be discounted in arrang-

ing the layout plan of the home. 

The W.H.  -1.  provisions of home furnishings for each apartment 

included an array cot and mattress for each resident, one or two 

army blankets per person, ecm£ a large coal stove, a br oom, a mop, 

and a laundry rack. All other household furnishings had t o be 

provided by the evacuees themselves, and even the closet was left 

to the evacuees to construct out of whatever scrap lumbe r they could 

procure. The term "apartment" is somewhat a misnomer f or these 

rooms, for they were essentially sleeping quarters, with f eeding 

arrangements provided at the mess halls, and the latrines, showers, 

and other such facilities requiring running water being In separate 

buildings some distance from the residences. This fact wa s import-

an t not only in the inconveniences arising from the absen ce of such 
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facilities within the apartments, but the communal use of home fa-
share 

cilities dictated that the block residents/itus a conside rable por-

tion of what normally would be their home life with othe r people. 

In this sense, housing implied an extension of the "home " beyond 

the boundaries of the walls of an apartment and many areas of family 

life were intimately woven into the life of the block. 

. s the in-movement of evacuees to the Tule Lake Project occ urred 

in June and July, 1942, they were directed to processing centers 

located in the project at which point they were assig ned residences 

by the Housing Section. The project was filled bifcock by block as 

the people arrived, and with each daily arrival, housing  assignments 

would be begun at the point where they had ended on the prev ious day 

and would continue on apartment by apartment through t he blocks. 

Some adjustments were made for size of families, unmarri ed individu-

als living independently of families, cases of physic al incapacity 

requiring special housing circumstances such as being cl ose to the 

mess halls and washrooms, or friends desiring to live as neighbors; 

but since most of project housing was uniform in its major  features, 

it made relatively little difference whether a family wer e assigned 

to one apartment or to another. The one circumstance l eading to 

complaints from the residents about their housing assi gnment was 

with regard to the size of apartment riven them, the gener al complaint 

being that the spatial allotment was inadequate, but mor e will be 

said of these complaints later. 
youthful 

The housing staff composed entirely/bf/evacuees fro m the advanee 

group to arrive at the Tule Lake Project, was headed by Mr . Friedman, 

Head of the Housing Section, who in turn was responsibl e to Mr. Frank 
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Smith of the Employment Division. The major tasks of th is group 

were to (1) assign housing, (2) maintain a record of the houses 

assigned and the families to which they were assigned, and ( 3) di-

rect the families to their new residences. There was in add ition 

the necessity of hearing complaints of those who requ ested changes 

for one reason or another, end of determining the justif ication of 

re-assignment in these cases. To expedite the process of housing 

assignments, which was the major .ios of this group, the s taff di-
itself 

vided/into departments: (1) those who took care of the b achelors, 

(2) those who took care of the large families, and (3) t hose who 

took care of the small families. The new arrivals would t hen be 

divided according to these categories, -and each individua l or family 

would be interviewed to analyze his or their needs. 

Housing assignments at the reception center encountered several 

difficulties, one of which was that Friedman, Head of the  Housing 

Section, evidently was constantly concerned with complet ing the 

processing procedure as rapidly as possible. There was s ome reason 

for this, for one because the new3sr arrivals were fa tigued from their 

train trip, usually over-night in coaches, and desired to get through 

the waiting line as rapidly as possible, make an early beginning in 

getting themselves established, and have a place to clean t hemselves 

and rest. Ho reover, when a steady inflow of evacuees beg an about 

the middle of June 1942 at a daily arrival rate of 500 evac uees per 

day, the housing organization was kept busy not only as signing hous-

ing, but also in maintaining records of the houses ass igned, listen-

ing to the complaints of those who were dissatisfied with the houses 

assigned, and raking preparations for the reception of a new grou p 
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on the following day. The complaint of the housing staff, h owever, 

was that Friedman sought to treat the assignment procedu re in a 

purely mechanical way, which failed to take account of the individu-

al problems of residential adjustments. One member of t he staff, 

in voicing this complaint, declared: 

It was an easy job, but it kept me very busy, I enjoyed 
it all right. But" one thing I didn't like was the way Fr ied nan 
rushed things.  :  ;very morning before the new arrivals came in 
he would say, 'See how quickly you can run all these arriv als 
through the reception office. But each independent famil y is 
differenct, their problems aren't all the same, and we had  to 
take time to discuss these problems with the people comi ng in. 
It made me mad when Friedman told us to rush them through. ^ 

Ii don't think "Friedman handled housing very efficientl y; 
he was a poor organizer. In the first place, he wanted to han dle 
people like merchandise. It could be done in the morning  when 
we assigned apartments, but we'd run into greater probl ems in 
the afternoon when they came back to complain. One day w e got 
the brilliant idea of assigning apartments to families o n the 
night before. A list of people coming in was always sent us 
on the day previous, although the list wasn't always acc urate, 
and we hit on the idea of making apartment assignments fro m the 
list before the people arrived. W e 'd have all the assignment 
sheets made out, and when the newcomers came through in the 
morning, we'd just hand out these sheets to the people. Bo y, 
we ran through'the list in no time. We thought we'd hit o n 
a great idea. But in the afternoon we got more complaint s 
than ever before, and we found out that the system didn 't work, 
The only thing we could do was to handle individual problem s 
as carefully as we could, as they came  through.  1/ 

Because of the uniformity of housing, there were only two ma jor 

variables involved in making housing assignments: (1) si ze of apart-

ment, and (2) location within the block, and within the project. 

There were seldom complaints that one apartment was supe rior to 

another in the sense of having superior accommodations, or a better 

internal arrangment. But even with the minor differences o f the 

apartments, new arrivals would freouentl- r  voice a preference for 

one apartment as over against another, and the housing sta ff would 

have to consider the justification of the demand. One pr oblem which 

1/ Miyamoto Document, CH-304A, Au-ust 80, 1943. 
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frequently appeared was the desire of certain groups for  a. southern 

exposure. 

I guess people who came first wrote back to their friend s 
as to what to ask for and what was best.- Anyway, every body 
wanted apartments on the south end of the barracks, and  near 
the mess hall. I don't know why they preferred the south side. 
The project wasn't quite lined up north and south, yo u know, 
so we'd draw diagrams for the people to show them that there 
wasn't any apartment with a southern exposure, but tha t didn't 
make any difference.  They wanted apartments on the south end 
of the barrack. They'd rive us all kinds of reasons for  getting 
the particular apartment they wanted. They'd tell us of the ir 
sick parents or sick children who had to have sunlight. I t 
finally got so that we told them right from the beginning that 
they'd have to get written statements from the health of ficer 
before we'd give it to them.l/ 

The alignment of the barracks was northwest to southe ast. The 

doorways of the apartments in any single barrack were so pla ced that 

for the end apartments they were built into the ends of  the barrack, 

while for the apartments In between, the doorways were  in the side 

of the building. (Picturing the barrack as a rectangle, tw o doorways 

were built into each of the short sides of the rectangle, and two 

or more others on one of the lonrer sides.) Except where do orways 

occupied the space, windows appeared at eight feet interva ls on 

both sides of the barrack for its entire length, but there we re no 

windows at the ends of the barrack. The course of the sun o ver the 

project was such that the morning sunlight struck the so utheastern 

end of the barracks, but the late afternoon sun fell on th e north-

eastern end. It is doubtful, therefore whether the sout heastern 

end of the barracks received appreciably more sunlight than the 

other apartments, and considering  the number of windows in each 

barrack, all the apartments were well ventilated and li ghted. Some 

of the discontent of the evacuees about their apartments w ere un-

doubtedly whims, but they were also expressive of the bad housing 
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experiences encountered at the assembly centers and th e consequent 

purpose not to be cheated again in housing assignments. 

Families had to "be accommodated according to size, and  because 

the number of apartments of varied size classes could neve r be per-

fectly correlated with the variations in the family co mposition of 

incoming groups, interviews and adjustments were necessa ry to en-

able the best possible match of apartment size to family needs. 

The problem of the housing section was that of achieving an e qui-

table average between too liberal a space allotment which would 

lead to later difficulties because of the limited number of apart-

ments, and of too parsimonious a distribution which would l ead to 

complaints from the residents. There were also families with 

legitimate special problems for whom it was necessary to allot 

an apartment close to the communal facilities of the block, in which 

cases there was the problem of establishing the legitimac y of a 

request, and of making special concessions without arou sing the 

protest of the entire people. 

One day a family came in among new arrivals who had a 
crippled girl in a wheel chair.  "  T e could see that her case 
needed special attention, and the family talked to us and r e-
quested an apartment near the mess hall and near the lav atory. 
VJe were assigning apartments beginning at one end of  the block, 
but in her case we wanted to give the family a choice of ap art-
ment. Friedman, however, said that we couldn't do that. H e 
argued that if we gave this family special consideration , we'd 
have to do it for all the families. These were the things that 
made me feel that Friedman wasn't a good administrator.  fe 
went ahead and gave the family the apartment they needed any -
way.  1/ 

A special problem also existed in the case of bachelors, p ar-

ticularly those who came in without a group to join in one of the 

bachelor's apartments. Bachelor's were generally assig ned to  3a  rge 

1/  Miyamoto Document, CH-S04A, Aug.  SO, 1943. 
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apartments in groups of six, but frequently those who we re formed 

in groups of a smaller number were unwilling to accept ot hers to 

complete the assigned number for the apartment. Occasio nally, there 

were objections to certain individuals; others wished to maintain 

the number in an apartment at es low a figure as possib le to permit 

the maximum room for those already occupying a room. 

The fellow who took care of the bachelors always had 
more difficulty in the morning than the rest of us so we- us ed 
to rotate our work. It was comparatively easy when we assig ned 
new rooms to bachelors, but the difficulties came when w e had 
to assign bachelors to rooms that were already partiall y occu-
pied. Some people didn f t want certain persons with them, and 
so on. 1/ 

Yet another difficulty of the housing section was that of re-

stricting people from moving into empty barracks.without  permission 

from the housing section. "They'd just pack up and fro i nto an 

empty apartment, and the next morning when we'd assign the apartment 

to some newcomer, we'd find that the apartment was alread y occupied 

and we'd have to reassign all over again."2/ It was difficu lt to 

forcibly eject families which acquired apartments through  irregular 

channels, but widespread adoption of such tactics, of cour se, would 

have completely disrupted the housing administration,  and led to 

inequities and conflicts. 

Occasions arose, however, when it became necessary to requ est 

families to vacate apartments which they already occupie d. Usually 

such requests arose only after some time had ela iked after a partment 

assignments had been made, as when it was suddenly discove red that 

a block of apartments already occupied were needed for sc hoolrooms, 

but in the meantime families would have constructed pe rmanent elosets, 

shelves, and other permanent fixtures of a home, further movement 

.  Trmjs. 

2/ Ibid. 
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was also bothersome. From the standpoint of the evacuee s, these 

v ere errors of anticipation made by the administration,  and they 

balked at being penalized for mistakes which were not of t heir own 

-raking. The evacuee staff of the housing section, upo n whom the 

complaints of the people fell, likewise resented the nec essity/ of 

making requests to the people which the staff members th emselves 

felt were excessive demands. Especially vas this feeling  strong 

because it was thought that  T r. Friedman failed to assume respon-

sibility in authorizing such requests and to bear the majo r brunt 

of the storm of protests. 

hen we first got to Tule Lake, there weren't any small 
apartments built for couples, so we assigned couples t o large 
apartments. Then Friedman issued orders that the coupl es had 
to get out. That day we saw a whole mob of couples bearing 

•  down on our office, and when they started to argue, Fri edman& 
backed out and U:>mod said, "No, you don't have to move." 
Then, another time, Friedman issued orders that Block 3 7 people 
had to move to make room for grammar school classrooms. A 
whole gang of people came to the office, and Friedman backe d 
down that time too. He said the classrooms could be put in 
recreations halls.  ie always felt that he never gave" us sup-
port when he handed out orders. 

we had trouble with'the firemen. The firemen were to 
live near the fire house, so we assigned them one whol e bar-
rack near the firehouse and all the firemen were suppose d to 
move into these apartments. But most of them  didn't^  want to 
move so they refused, to give up their old apartments, a nd they 
used the barrack assigned to them as a play house. Then Fried-
man wrote out orders that they had to move, and we had to  car-
ry these orders out. There were only ten firemen, and ther e 
were four apartments in each barrack, he' tried to put al l 
ten firemen in two rooms because we needed the space fo r other 
families, but they refused to give up the other rooms. The y 
said they'd put up the partitions, aid after going to all  that 
trouble, they  i  eren't going to give up their apartments. 
We had to go out there and try to move them out; Friedma n gave 
out the oarers but "he would never go out to see them car ried 
out. Friedman talked to Chief Rhodes about it, but Ehoad es 
felt that the firemen had a right to those rooms and refuse d to 
back us up. I guess Friedman had a couple of big argumen ts with 
Fhoades; I'm sure he didn't get along with him. Once our s taff 
went down to the fire.ten's apartment when they were ou t on duty, 
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and they said we'd broken into their apartments.  r e almost 
had a "battle royal over that. ihever trouble came up, tho ugh, 
we felt that Friedman never backed us up.  ; e felt that he was 
yellow about that kind of thing.1/ 

As the administrative liaison officer between the .R.A. and 

the evacuees, it often fell to the block manager to car ry out evic-

tion orders from the Housing Section. Invariably, howeve r, these 

orders involved movement by families to whom the apartm ent in Ques-

tion had been assigned, and having established themselv es, iade 

friends with their neighbors, and otherwise having for med ties 

which the families were reluctant to break, such efforts t o move 

out families were generally met with the greatest resis tance. In 

the greatest number of these cases, the reason for the Hou sing Sec-

tion's desire to effect transfers was that the number of occupants 

of an apartment were fewer than intended for the size of t heir apart-

in large 

ment. But even/the case of/families with a greater nu mber of resi-

dents than the size of the apartment was meant to hold, t here were 

instances of families who preferred to remain where they w ere, even 

with crowding, rather than move to a more spacious apartm ent. 

One other group which worked in cooperation with the h ousing 

section on housing assignmmnts and transfers was the tra nsportaion 

and supplies division. Thier part in this work was to ensu re pro-

vision of cots, mattresses and blankets, as well as of t he delivery 

of all baggage ana equipment brought by the evacuees t hemselves. 

The problem^of this department arose when shortages de veloped in 

the number of steel cots, which were preferred to the canv as cots 

provided the bulk of the people, and in the number of army blankets. 

Ehe ste&l cots with springs in them were, of course, more comfort-

able than the much less flexible canvas cots, and for that reason 
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was indispensable for invalids and bed-patients. Unfo rtunately, 

there was a miscalculation of the number of steel cots that would 

be accessible to the Tule Lake Project, and as thefr rese rve was 

rapidly diminished, it became necessary to recall a nu mber of the 

cots from ward X where most of them were concentrated. Much  the 

same difficulty was encountered in the distribution of a rmy blankets, 

for their too liberal distribution to the first arrival s caused a 

shortage by the time of arrival of the Pinedale group, a nd the need 

arose of recalling extra blankets under a regulation th at each resi-

dent should be provided with no more than two blankets. R ecalls, 
f» 

of course, required cooperation from the residents, whi ch was not 

always freely given, and petty conflicts which sometime s continued 

for weeks occurred. 

The Eumata family was one which arrived with the advance 
group from Seattle, and they were therefore able to ac quire 
steel cots for all the family members. Since their son left 
the project very shortly after his arrival, they had an e xtra 
steel cot in their apartment not in use for sleeping purpo ses 
but which the family used as a seat. Considering the lack o f 
comfortable seats, it-was to the advantage of the family t o 
keep this cot. In July the block manager sought to recover 
this extra cot under administrative orders, but the Iluma ta 1 s 
claimed that their son would be returning and refused to g ive 
it up.despite the block manager's emphasis on the great n eed 
for any unused steel cots and the assurance that some b ed would 
be provided their son in the event of his return. Some c om-
ments were heard in the block regarding the "selfishness" of 
the Eumata family in refusing to give up something which others 
needed badly.1/ 

When the workers in the transportation and supplies divi-
sion went around to recall army blankets which had been d istri-
buted too liberally to the first arrival resulting in a sho rt-
age for the late comers, they ran into some difficulties. or-
ris Afee who was heading this job said that most people w ere 
cooperative in yielding extra bl-ankets, but he mentio ned a few 
cases where he ran into trouble because the family was unwill-
ing to yield them despite the fact that the blankets were no t 
being used for bedding purposes. Morris remarked specifi cally 
on the case of Irs. Inouye who evidently gave him quite a cal l-
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ing down for siding with the .H.A. and not giving suffi cient con-
sideration to the needs of the people. There were also s ome 
cases revealed where individuals had cut blankets an d tailored 
them into trousers. The justification Riven was that th e '.7.H.A. 
provided no clothing and the workers were badly in need of 
work clothes.2/ 

Problems of Hons  lag  and Home Ad..justments 

Tula Lake was a community of makeshift homes and even th e best 

of the apartments had an air of temporariness and inadequ acy. It 

was not that they bore the cold and standardized impersona lity of 
reflected 

hotel rooms, for many of the apartments were individual a nd/ianae 

the personalities of their occupants; nor we re they lik e dingy, 

deteriorated slum homes for the buildings at least were ne w and 

sunlight and ventilation were •m&r̂ '̂ &Bzt adequate. Yet because 

there was a low limit to the improvements which could be m ade of 

these apartments, which was ouic-kly reached, and becau se of the 

crowding and the lack of privacy due to the absence of pa rtitions, 

there existed the disadvantages of transiency and conges tion that 

characterize slum dwellings. 

An immediate difficulty of newly arrived evacuees was  thte to-

tal lack of home furnishings, for except for the bed^and stove pro-

vided/the W.R.A., the apartments were devoid of other fums jihings. 

The dilemma of the home maker was that the evacuees had been told 

to bring with them only the baggage which they could carry, w hich 
excluded 
jggHSXXfc&scfc furniture and other household equipment 
7c ¿r ¿c. J J 

v&tii which home makers arrived  -a-4  t&e project. Yet, the ,,.E.A. made 

no provisions of furnitures; nor did the arency provide lumb er with 

which to construct even the most-necessary items suc h as tables, 

benches, shelves, closets, and dressers for storing gar ments, not 



tmr̂ sEri'tor Hous ing -17-

to mention partitions, porches end laundry line posts. . hat was 

provided were scrap pieces of lumber from tie construc tion works on 

the project, but these were,at best^boards and other co nstruction 

material discarded as unusable for construction purpose s, and much 

of it was scrap material useful only as fuel. Those who w ere able 

to i?et these scatp pieces had only enough to make the essentials 

about the home, but the scrap lumber pile was largely depl eted long 

before the arrival of the last groups. 

Home furnishings therefore consisted, by and large, of th e 

most simpl3 r  constructed benches and tables, shelves, closets, and 

very little more than these. Except In the cases of those who 

bought chests of drawers, garments remained strewed in s uitcases 

and trunks, or miscellaneous boxes. Those gifted in cabi net making 

and home planning and decoration succeeded in creatine; a reasonably 

attractive atmosphere in their homes, but such efforts reo uired an 

few and 

adequate supply of scrap lumber, which/xvtvEVBrvOTre h ad,/expendi-

ture of time and money, which few were willing or able to afford. 
The home of Mr. end Mrs. Nishi was considered one of t he 

more attractive on the project. Mr. Nishi is a young Isse i of 
forty but his wife, about four years younger, is a Nisei w ith 
some training and ability In home decoration. Being a co uple 
without children, they were given one of the 16 1 x 20 f  apart-
ments. Perhaps the most unique feature of t eir apartmen t is 
that the two windows on the west wall were entirely 
with closets, the middle closet between the windows being u sed 
for clothes hanging purposes, while the two smaller sid e closets 
had built-in shelves for laying away garments and linen s. in-
dow seats with storage space beneath them were built in to fill 
the space under the windows. To cover the open fronts of th e 
closets, alue drapes bought through i&Eefmail-. order ho use was 
hung from the ceiling. The ceiling itself was papered wi th an 
inexpensive wallpaper, likewise bought through the mai l-order 
catalogue, although the effect was somewhat spoiled by  its hav-
ing to be tacked up rather than pasted down. The other m ajor 
purchase for the apartment was a linoleum which served to cover 
the wide cracks in the flooring. For the rest, there v;w e a 
table, chairs and benches, a kitchen cabinet, a neat lr cr.ie 
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coffee table, -all made of «crap lumber and a small dress ing 
table with bench camaflouged with frilled material, all  made 
of scrap lumber. While the net effect was reasonably attrac -
tive, the notable defects of the apartment were the a bsrteee 
of partitions to screen the beds, the location of the la V^e 
stove in the exact center of the room, the consequent cro wding 
in the remainder of the room, and the inescapable appea rance 
of a temporary camp home. 

Improvements were possible with the expenditure of fund s, but 
bare 

very few families were willing to invest more than the/mi nimum .into 

their center home. Such an apartment as the one described may not 

have required more than thirty dollars for the items m entioned, but 

there were fundamental reasons why families, even those w ith the 

means, were unwilling to expend such an amount for home i mprovements. 

Since the evacuation was a forced migration, it was exp ected that 

the Government should provide the main facilities of a h ome. Not 

only was the center home considered, a temporary dwelli ng for not 

longer than the duration of the war, but there were cons tant rumors 

and suspicions of a possible forced relocation to another  center 

or other areas long before the end of the war, and the cent er resi-

dences were never regarded as having any permanency. Host families 

left furniture and household equipments in storage at th eir prior 

places of residence, and therefore were reluctant to dupl icate their 

property by further purchases, but were also unwilling  to send for 

their stored baggage because of the impermanence of thei r stay and 

the expense of shipment. But by far the most important c onsidera-

tion in making expenditures upon the home was the financ ial inability 

of most families to spend more than a few dollars on nece ssities, 

and the grave concern about future economic security which deterred 

families from any unnecessary expenditure.• For the ave rage worker 

making IS a month, there was little disposition to allot an y of 
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th is  amount invest more than the barest minimum in household equip-

ment, particularly in consideration of the impermanenc e of the centerr 

home. 

As a result of these conditionsy-the impermanency of the ce nter 

home, the current low income of evacuee families, and the consider-

able anxieties and doubts about future economic opportun ities and 

security?-the majority of the people at the center, rega rdless of 

whatever savings they iftay have had, held attitudes towar ds the im-
in 

provement of their home not dissimilar to that/si a poverty strick en 

community. In general, values were so altered within t he center 

that goods which on the outside would be regarded as basic  necessi-

ties were considered "luxury items" by the evacuees. Expen diture 

on the home was generally viewed in this light, and hous ehold equip-

ment beyond that which could be made with scrap materi al was con-

rid ered  unnecessary, or, rather, such expenditure was consi dered 

out of keeping with the economic status of the people. Hou sehold 

improvements were stabilized at a low level, considera bly lower than 

that which people were accustomed to on the outside, and th eir prob-

lem was to adjust to these home circumstances of the center. 

Inability to improve the home, however, did not lead to any 

reader adjustments to these conditions. Comparisons w ere invariably 

made with the household circumstances prior to evacuati on, and ex-

pressions were frequently heard of a desire sfor the co nveniences 
because 

which had been had before. Inconveniences were numerous  and/they 

were inherent in the structure of the apartments, the re sidents fret-

ted about them yet never completely escaped them. The fl ooring had lumber 
been laid out with green/tis&sz and as it dried, it shr unk, leaving 
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spaces between the "boards which filled with dirt and dusty v̂ery-

occasion of sweeping caused a reminder of this roar upo n the apart-

ment. In every apartment, the stove was placed in its exa ct center, 

and especially in the smaller apartments there was t he problem of 

arranging the furniture in relation to the location of t he stove. 

Room space was limited, yet certain basic furnishings such  as chairs 

and tables, shelves, beds and a closet were essential w ithin this 
rudimentary 

space, as a result of which there were/sisnamtaaxy proble ms of ar-

ranging the room for function, circulation and aestheti c satisfac-

tion. Because there were no water taps within the apart ments, wa-

ter for every purpose had to be carried from the washroom s,  : ;7hile 

these and other inconveniences were in themselves minor,  the cumu-

lative effect added significantly to the irritations with  the in-

adequacies of center existence. 

/ But the source of greatest distress end resentment wer e crowd-

ing and the lack of partitions, and the resulting conges tion and 

lack of privacy. The apartments were but a single room eac h which 

served as living room, study, sometimes a kitchen, and bedr oom for 

all members of the family. Generally, beds were placed a t the cor-

ners of the rooms to afford sufficient space in the middle for pas-

sageway and to serve as a living room. Apart from th e problem of 

arranging the furniture to give room for daily living act ivities, 

there was the more acfcfce problem that individuals livin g under these 

circumstances had no place to call their own where they mi ght be 

removed from the presence of others and the total family ac tivity. 

The activities of each family member invariably impinge d on the 

personal life of other members, and the possibilities for a  personal 
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life were therefore reduced to a minimum. A friend visit ing with 

one member inevitably affected all other persons  v/ith in  the room, 

and the presence of a visitor set marked limits to the act ivity 

of the entire family. It was not uncommon to observe the Is sei par-

ents withdraw to a corner of the room when their children e ntertain-

ed guests, and, on their part, the children would withdr aw upon 

the arrival of Issei guests, or would leave the room. Ine fficiency 

in individual activity necessarily resulted from this con dition. 

Likewise, it was felt that the lack of partitions gave bas is to 

serious morality problems. Young, people who might othe rwise re-

main at home spent more time visiting friends and wanderin g in the 

pro.iect because of the limitations of home life, and so me 

parents felt that this contributed directly to delinquen cy problems. 

Furthermore, males and females, sometimes of different families, 

dressed and undressed, and otherwise shared the same dw elling 

place for all purposes. 

Adjustments to the congested living quarters depended in l arge 

part upon the stability of the family throughout its backgr ound 

history. Families which had solidarity and harmonious r elationships 

from before evacuation seemed to maintain these condition s even 

thought close living circumstances reduced the area of p rivacy 

and created more occasions for friction, whereas those f amilies 

which had tensions from before found these family confli cts inten-

sified and aggravated by the necessity of having to live closely 

with one another in a sinrle room. -Some brief notes on t he prob-

lems of privacy in a normal home written by a girl of twent y sug-

gest the type of minor irritations which frequently aros e. In this 
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family of six persons, the father,mother, herself (elde st daughter), 

a sister, and two younger brothers, the parents and two so ns slept 

in one partitioned room, the writer and her younger sister i n an-

other room, and a third area was reserved for living room pu rposes. 

In speaking of "rooms", however, it should be noted that a partments, 

even under relatively farorable circumstances as in thi s family, 
were 

WEB/seldom partitioned into completely sealahle rooms, bu t the par-

titions functioned more as screens. She writes for dif ferent dates: 

, ' EB 1 2 1 9 4 - 3 : I T . K .  came over after the meeting and was discuss-" 'in*- t̂ -e matter with Mother and Dad I don't know when he 
went home but when 1 went to bed at  11 :15 he was still talking. 

li'eb. 27: There simply isn't any privacy here. 1 was get ting, 
undressed to  take'"  a shower when Mr. Kit knocks on the door and 
comes in. 

X E X X March 6: >r. T. and Mr. K. came over to play chess with D ad. 
Thewere~i> laying In the other room so Jmm and Jack (broth ers) 
¿erne into my room and started wrassling on my bed while X  was 
trying to straighten up my room. Then Mother olames me xor 
making too much noise. 

March  14:  Jim sleeps in the other room with Mother, Dad, and Jack. 
Most of the time/ he goes to bed early and doesn't like it wnen 
anvbodv talks in the room while he's trying to sleep, corn er 
told '̂ im to move into our room so she could talk in her r oom,  _ 
but  Y 'said,  "Nothing doing.  /  I don't want early retirers sensi-
tive to noise in my room."1/ 

-vrcr THEM*, "?his family occupied svxsnsm an apartment of 84' x 2 0' 

dimension, and after it's sub-division into three rooms, w ith part 

of the space taken up by closets, -It  may ho promimnfl there must have 

been considerable congestion throughout. Most families , however, were 

less fortunate in getting sufficient lumber to build partitions, and 

the entire family would then occupy a single room. But even  under 

favorable circumstances, voices would readily carry fro m one room 

to another, there would be much common use of all the room s because 

of the limitation of space in the apartment, and privacy in the sense 

A ^ Q i r l , s D i a r y ? f a n #  24, 1943 - March 21, 1945. 
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of normal family dwellings was not possible. Iven with  the fortu-

nate condition of two bedrooms, a family of six rece ived not much 

more than tie minimum bedroom space, and where individual m embers 

especially sensitive to the presence of others demande d individual 

freedom and privacy, there were but limited possibilitie s of afford-

ing such conditions to such members. 

Most families, however, were less fortunate in the acqu isition 

of lumber to make partitions, and maintained but a single  large room 

that was used as a common, all-purpose apartment; or wher e privacy 

was desired in such an apartment, ropes were stretched a cross the 

room and blankets or curtains were hung from them. Room s sub-divided 

in this manner were unsightly, but due to the lack of lum ber the 

possibilities were limited; either the family :ained a m inimum of 

privacy by hanging blankets with a corresponding loss in the appear-

ance of the apartment, or the family did without privacy and gained 

slightly in room appearance. 

Mr. and Mrs. Kmmura, an older Nisei couple, and their 
three-years old son, occupy a lar---e apartment. Definit e ef-
forts had been made to improve the aspects of the room, but 
the place looked somewhat bare and lacking in a home atm osphere. 
Two folding camp chairs, and some benches, a table with a ba s-
ket of laundry on it,  1  r. Kimura*s desk and bench, a shelf of 
books, and a few other minor items made up the furnishin g in 
one part of the room. Some toys were piled up in one corner . 
One side of the room was cut off by a large blue drape which 
hung from a rope the width of the room. The bed, covered with 
a richly-colored chenille spread, was the one attractive s pot 
in the entire room, and this corner which could be seen from 
between the drapes seemed incongruous in relation to the drab-
ness of the rest of the apartment. A little room was eviden tly 
curtained off for the little boy.l/ 

In these center apartments the zBHirziEappearanee of wh ich were 

generally drab, it was not uncommon to observe a few relat ively ex-

pensive  it eras  of luxury brought from the previous homes and incongru-

1/ Miyamoto Notes, August 3, 1942. 
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ously placed within an otherwise rustic setting. 

I walked across camp to tell Masako about the plans for 
a meeting of our group. Her family, consisting of five o r six 
members, lives in one of the large end apartments. 1 found  her 
in, and while she did not invite me in, the door was open be-
cause it was a warm evening, and I could make out the gene ral 
lay-out and appearance of the apartment. Beds were arran g-
ed' in a row a! in an army barrack, and there were a few scat -
tered items of home-made furniture such as tables, chairs , a 
large closet, and shelves. But the feature which struck m y 
eves was the long rope running the length of the apartment f rom 
which were hung a number of army blankets, it seemed as o ut 
of place as laun3*T hanging in a living room, yet this was 
the" only way in which the family could achieve a sembl ence of 
privacy.1/ 

in t&e-oamo apartment-

The extent to which the activities of individual members co uld 

affect all other members of a family living under such restr icted 

circumstances is illustrated in the rather extreme inst ance of a 

girl who would visit her boy friend and fimvxiir-,in bed with him. 

The mother of the young man complained: 

That Inouve girl was just horrible. She had no decency. 
She used to come over to our room at 9 in the morning wh en lac 
was still "in bed and would get in with him. She would get . in 
and wrestle with him right in front of all the other child ren. 
X was shocked but did not say anything for some time. F inally 
I could not stand it any more and asked her not to do that fo r 
the sake of the children, but she looked at me resentful ly not 
realizing that I was only telling her how decent human b eings 
should live so that she might be happily married some day .2/ 

One of the problems much discussed among the people conc erned 

With the morality of the youth on the project was that o f boy-girl 
were 

relationships where home environs/unsuited to courtship . Most youo is 

entertained in their homes despite the limiting circums tances, but 

those desiring more privacy than was available in the h ome took to 

wandering in couples in the streets of the project or foun d isolation 

in laundry and ironing rooms. Apart from courtship relat ions, there 

T? July 20, 1942. 

2/ Shibutani Document TL-30, "The Yoshida Family," p. 15. 
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was concern over the fact that young people often spent little time 

at home, but rather chose to wander the project in groups o r gangs. 

Kfforts were made to control such wandering by the establis hment of 

recreational facilities in at least one hall of each war d, but such 

facilities were limited and generally proved inadecua te for youths 

who demanded more excitement and variation than could be provided 

with ping pong tables and table games. Laundry rooms, iron inr: rooms, 

block manager's offices, and the apartments of bachelo rs or of fami-

lies with relatively free household regulations were  among the fa-

vorite meeting places of such youth groups. 'The dilèm ma of these 

small'apartments was that if the friends of the young peo ple visited 

at their homes, family life within the apartment was distu rbed, but 

any great degree of social participation outside the hom e was con-

sidered likewise undesirable. Couples sometimes met on the pooches 

and steps of apartments, another favorite social gatheri ng place, 
« 

but this would lead to gossip from the neighbors; and gangs me eting 

in the some way led to complaints of noisiness and disturba nce. 

The problem of privacy was aggravated w&ere mixed groups li ved 

within the' same apartment, and especially were there difficulties 

when young couples dwelt with their in-law relations.  As a rule, 

the daughter-in-law went with her husband's family, a p ractice in-

fluenced in part by Japanese custom, but also by the des ire of par-

ents to keep their older sons near them for the sake of in creased 

feelings of security. While the practice of the son and h is wife 

living with his parents was common before evacuation, th e number of 

instances was decideily increased by the needs resulting from the 

evacuation, for not only did the families tend to cling clo sely to-
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gether, particularly to those most economically able, bu t because 

of the limited number of apartments available, the .E.A. tended to 

approve the joining up of related groups. 

In the case  of  Claude and Tamie Doi who were married in August 

1940 and separated in September 1942, the break-up of the family 

was greatly influenced by Tamie' s residence at the center with 

her husband's family. Dissatisfactions on the part of  the wife with 

her married life, an extremely strained relationship betw een her 

family and her husband's, and a developing tension betw een Tamie 

and her mother-in-law which had long been emerging but was never 

articulated, were among contributing factors to the disr uption of 

the couple's relations, but the evidence in the case ind icates that 

separate housing for the couple might have prevented th e crisis which 

followed. 

The Dois were assign ed to two adjoining rooms, Mr. and 
firs. Doi and the two younger boys, Robert and John, were given 
xxxx-D, and Claude, Tamie, their one-year old daughter, Louise, 
and the handy-man, Jr. Ono, were given xxxx-C. Since the  D 
room was on the end of the barrack, part of it was convert -
ed Into a living room. A hole was cut in the wall between the 
two rooms so that they could pass from one room to another 
without going outside. Block 33 is two blocks away from Bl oc : 
84. 

The three Doi boys joined the other vialergans_in the ru sh 
for lumber, and they were more fortunate than the  i.to4(s.  (Tamie's 
family). They mana ed to accumulate a considerable amou nt of 
scrap' lumber and sheet rock and fixed their room.  A  porch was 
made for both doors, and beside the side door a huge box was 
made in which to store coal and kindling wood. An attractiv e 
name plate was carved and nailed above the main door.  % 

Several partitions were put up so that the two barren rooms 
were soon converted into an apartment with four bedrooms, a 
living room, and a kitchen. Cupboards were put up all ov er 
the house: cabinets and drawer chests were made; beds were m ade; 
huge closets were built into.each of the two rooms. Number ous 
tables Were placed throughout the rooms and. the cots prov ided 
bv the V.R.A". were used for chesterfields instead o^ bees.  _ 
Rugs were spread on the floors and  ITS . Doi put up decorations. 
Before long"the room was neatly fixed and cuite comfortabl e.!./ 

1/ Shibutani Document, TL-9, "The Doi Family," p. 29. 



Prior to evacuation it seems that Claude and Tamie lived part 

of the year with his parents, but no serious strain was experienced 

at the time. However, after the evacuation when occasions a rose 

where Tamie 1 s mother and Claude's were thrown together but failed 

to get.along, Tamie felt more keenly the close control whi ch Claude's 

mother seemed to maintain over him and her, and Tamie repea tedly 

asked her husband to find separate quarters for them. Af ter her 

desertion, she said: 

I never loved him. I was always afraid to go because he 
alwavg told me that he would kill me if I left. It's too lat e 
to get together again. I don't want to £o back even if he w ill 
separate from his parents. I don't think Claude has the n erve 
to" separate from his parents. I'll admit that if he sepa rated 
from his parents the source of the big trouble will be gon e, 
but 1 still don't want to go back to him. I still don't be-
lieve that he is willing to live separate from his mother. He 

• might say that but you can't tell what he says because he 's 
a big liar enyay, I won't :o back 

Even before the separation my mother and brother went to 
see Claude to ask him to separate from his mother and step-
father since it was kind of hard for me to stay with them. 
Claude didn't say anything so they asked him to give rae a sepa-
ration if he was" not willing to do that; then fie could ha ve 
his parents and I would be free from them. Claude didn't say 
envthing. He just stood there like a dumb ninny.  1  y mother 
him a hint  to separate from his parents, but he's so dumb tnau 
he can't understand things like that. He has to be hit be fore 
hp can catch on. It -takes him a long time to catch on to a ny-
thing. He's always li":e that. He catches on too late. I  _ 
myself asked him over and 2m.& over again before to leave 11 s 
parents, but he wouldn't do it. I asked him in alerga (as -
sembly center) but there wasn't much room so it was 1 
asked him when we came here but he told his mother and she  said 
»No' so we didn't move.1 7 

V/ hat  Tamie's specific grievances against Claude's mother w ere 

are not indicated, but it seems she felt that he was t oo much under 

the control of his .mother. While the problem of privacy in this 

instance did not involve the lack of partitioning, six: ro oms within 

1/  Ibid. 
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the space of fcwo SO' x 24' rooms creates a highly conrewted cir curn-
e ight 

stance and a high interactional rate among the/family me mbers. 

In most of these cases the difficulties are directly att ribut-

able to the evacuation which necessitated the sons joini ng their 

parents to assist in the evacuation. In the case of Li ly and James 

Mat sumo to, they lived happily for a period of three mon ths while 

living sepeartely in another city, but when they went to Sa cramento 

to join James 1 parents for evacuation, conflicts appeared. They 

were evacuated to the Walerga Assembly Center as a family group, 

where the sp&it between Lily and her husband as well as his f amily 

widened, and the breach was increased at Tule Lake where th e same 

-roup lived together. 

On June SO, 1948, the pair with their parents were relo-
cated to the Tule Lake Project. Theycontinued to quarrel  and 
finally, in September, 1942, the two decided that it wa s no 
use and separated 

Lily continually mentioned the fact that her father-in-
law was in charge of the Salvation Array in Tule Lake. She f elt 
that thev had very strict ideas and that they did not alway s 
a"o-orove of her actions. She felt that her husband's d ecisions 
were often influenced by the desires of his parents, a nd that 
they had encouraged him to leave her and to agree to a div orce. 
She' felt that she would have a much better opportunity to get 
alone with her husband if he did not live with his parents , 
but James refused to live away from them.l/ 

A similar situation developed in the domestic relations of 

Joe and Dorothea Suzuki, a young couple who had married s hortly 

before evacuation, were separated while at'the center ab out a half 

year after their arrival at the project, and were argu ing claims 

over an expected baby. The young wife remarked: 

I think both of us are controlled by our parents too much 
but because I'm more carefree than he is I just laugh off some 
of the things that my parents tell me. But Joe is different. 
He's so serious that he'll do just about anything that his 
mother and father want him to do. I know that his parents 
don't like me and when they told him to ret rid of me he jus t 

1/ Mksr Shibutani Document, TL -&0,  p. 
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kicked me out. After we rot married v*e had to live with h is 
folks. They're always -serious and gloomy and they're n ot at 
all like m" folks are. I just couldn't understand how peo ple 
could live and be so unhappy like they are. Since I was so 
happy-go-lucky, I ruess I just didn't fit into their f amily. 
I asked Joe to move but he just wouldn't do it.l/ 

A much more complicated family relationship at the center e xist-
of 

ed in the family problems/anjiwAwivAu the Tsutsui, May eda and Asakawa 

families which were related by marriage. An elderly c ouple, Mr. 

and Mrs. Tsutsui, 79 and 71 respectively, lived at Tule  Lake .with 

their daughter, her husband, and the letter's parents, Mr. and Mrs. 

Mayeda. Prior to evacuation, the elderlir Tsutui's had l ived with 

another daughter and her husband, Bob Asakawa. Referring  to this 

background: 

When Mr. Tsutsui became too old to operate his farm, his 
son-in-law, Bob Askaawa, took over. The older couple l ived 
with the Asakawas and helped them whenever they could. On March 
1942, when it became known that the area around the Pacifi c 
Coast had to be evacuated, the Asakawas decided to spare the 
elderly couple the discomfort of a center and therefore took 
their parents to Penryn where another daughter and her h usband, 
Tom Ilayeda, were living. They were cuite sure at that time  thtt 
Zone 3"would not be evacuated, The Asakawas remained  in C enter-
ville until the end and after making arrangements for di sposal 
of their holding^, evacuated to Tanforan Assembly Cente r. 

It was not long thereafter that Zone 2 was unexpectedly 
evacuated. On May 13, 1942, the Tsutsuis were sent to Arboga 
Assembly Center with their daughter and son-in-law, Mr.  and Mrs. 
Tom Mayeda, and his parents. There they had to share an apart-
ment for li months. Conflicts arose, especially between th e 
elderly Tsutsuis and the parents of Tom Mayeda. On Jun e 28, 
they were all transferred to Tule Lake Project but here ag ain 
the' Mayedas and Tsutsuis were housed together. There were con-
flicts'again as the elder Mayedas disapproved Mrs. Tsu tsui 
visiting friends. Since the younger Mayedas did not pay much 
attention to the parents the old couple felt extremely lone ly 
and unhappy. Finally, on October 14, Mrs. Tsutsui applied  at 
the Social Welfare Department to have the Asakawas transfe rred 
'to.  Tule Lake. 

When the Tsutsuis related their difficulties to the so cial 
workers, a suggestion was made that they take separate ap artmeas. 
Mrs. Tputsui stated that she did not want to do this be cause 
such an action would create some difficulty between her d aughter 
wne the in-laws.2/ 

' 1/  Shibutani Document, TL-  45,  p. 7. 

2/ Shibutani Document, TL-44, pp. 1-2. 
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,/hile the significant factors leading to the break in fa mily 

rleations rests in most of these cases in incidents not dir ectly v 

related to housing, there is no doubt that the cumulat ion of griev-

ances leading to an open break is based upon the excessi \rh%y intimate 
living 

and crowded relationships of different families/within a single 

apartment. In a great number of these cases, despite the u rging 

of individual members or the welfare department that fam ilies find 

separate housing, there is evident en unwillingness of the parties, 

for one reason or another, to carry out such separation. In the 

latter case of the Tsutui couple, their reluctance to move  in spite 

of the tension, was undoubtedly influenced by their lack of funds 

and the consequent inability of maintain themselves econ omically 

apart from their daughter and son-in-lav;'s support. O n the other 

hand, older sons of families frequently refused to leave th eir fa-

milies even at the pleading of their wives because of fe elings of 

responsibility to their parents while at the relocation  center. 

The Tsutsui case, as well as other information, suggests that it 

was not the in-lav; relationship which caused such stra ins, but 

that tensions miirht arise in any instances of two or more different 

families, with different habits and values, living t ogether within 

the close limits of a single apartment. 

The difficulties arising from project housing because o f the 

need to ouarter in the same apartment people of differ ent interests 

and outlook are eoually well demonstrated in the case of bachelor 

apartments. In each block, there were invariably three or four 

such "bachelors' apartments", generally a 20* x 24 T apartment with 

six persons housed in a single, pnpartitioned room. Jh ile these 
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groups of six were sometimes formed from friendship gro ups which 

applied together for a single apartment, more frequentl y the bachelors 

quarter was made up of smaller groups of friends, or of indi viduals, 

who had no previous acquaintanceship and were brought toge ther ansit 

ufcder the regulation of the Housing Section. Not only were these 

quarters composed of the most heterogeneous individuals, but attempts 

to partition these apartments were less common than in f amily apart-

ments, and because of the crowding that resulted from pl acing six 

adults in a single large apartment, there was less privacy  than 

where smaller groups were involved. 

In a group of six, there was not infreouently at least one 

eccentric individual who would disturb the entire apar tment. Some 

of these persons bordered on psychiatric cases and enter ed the pro-

ject with a background of eccentric behavior, but it may  be strongly 

suspected that predilections to neuroses or psychoses we re aggra-

vated in ti/'.o pycou nuh'or of-by the necessity of close l iving, 

bachelor 

Iijima, a Kibei/of 44, who had lived a somewhat ambulator y life 

until he bought a farm in Oregon in 1937, experienced a s eries of 

difficulties in adjusting to the housing assigned M m at  Tule Lase. 
On May 20, 1942, Edward evacuated to Portland Assembly 

Center. Six d&ys later he volunteered with tie advance c rew 
to the Tule Lake Project. Not long after his arrival in Tul e 
Lake he began having difficulties. During the middle of July 
he moved without authorization from 3796-D to 3706 -3.  He had 
previously moved from a block in "ard I to Block  37  where some 
of his old friends from Isleton were residing. Immediat ely he 
had difficulties with other bachelors in the room. Part of 
the difficulty arose because Iljima. insisted on locking the 
door with his own padlock to which he alone had a key and ouite 
often locked out the other men in the room. Since two o f the 
men were cooks in the mess hall whose work the people in  t'  e 
block apparently approved of, the block manager became ve ry 
concerned about the"situation. Both coo s threatened to  emit 
unless lijima moved out at once. 
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Further difficulties arose when Ed Iijima refused to a l-
low his neighbor to open his door more than 90 degrees, clo sing 
the door if he did not comply with the former's wishes, de clar-
ing that the door would be in his territory. He claimed th at 
the area to which he was assigned was his own and that no one 
had any right to do anything that he did not want. It seems 
that the difficulties first arose when the neighbor opene d his 
door all the way and unintentionally blocked the sunlight  from 
saining through lijima's window. From this point the bic kering 
began. 

Finally, Mr. Friedman of the Housing Department had to go 
to Block 57 and take down the padlock from the door. hen 
li.iima learned of what Friedman had done, he cursed him in 
front of all the block residents. Soon afterwards Edward wa s 
sent to another bachelor's ouarters in Block 6. Ii.jiraa ac ted 
differently among the bachelors of Block 5 and not lon g after-
wards he made many issei friends.1/ 

Differences leading to conflict among the bachelors were  mani-

fold. A Kibei of a Christain background referred to h is dissatis-

faction with the initial housing assigned him when he was pl aced 

with a group of Kibei with whom he had no common interest s. 

I first had a room with several Kibei in , :ard I, but 31 
didn Tt get along with them very well. They spent most of th eir 
time gambling and would play late into the night which woul d 
interfere with my sleep. They weren't interested in study ing 
as I was, and it was therefore difficult for me to concentr ate 
while the others were talking and making a lot of noise. On 
top of it, they wouldn't keep the room clean, and I had to 
sweep the room most of the time. Otherwise, noone would  have 
taken the trouble to clean thin s up. I finally moved in w ith 
some friends in /ard YI. Vie had a group there who were in ter-
ested in studying and talking about things other than girl s 
and cards, so we got along very well.2/ 

But even among friends, the bachelor's apartment srssxHi atxaiwsqcs 

sxxsnxyx -retained its fundamental shortcoming of a lack o f privacy. 

The impossibility of shutting one's self off from t he rest of the 

men in the room, the need to maintain some degree of sociab ility, 

the consequent awareness of each other, were sources of irr itation 

to people who desired circumstances favorable to private thought 

and complete personal freedom. A bachelor Nisei, living with a mixed 

1/ Shibutani Document, Tl-110, pp. 1-2. 

2/ Miyamoto Notes, August 14, 1945. 
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group of Issei, Kibei, and Nisei, all of whom were congen ial except 

for one neurotic individual, said of his housing conditi on: 

Except for Mirikitani, we all get along  very well. But 
the trouble is, I can't do any work at home. Like today, I 
wanted to do some work on reports I had to get out, and was 
.lust getting settled down to it when Tani started to talk to 
me. I didn't want to ignore him, and he likes to talk of his 
experiences and so on, but as a result I didn't get a d a m 
thing done. It's always the same way; if it isn't one perso n, 
it's another. As long as you're around the room, somebod y 
wants to talk to you. And that goddam Mirikitani; one of these 
days somebody is going to knock the tar out of that guy. H e 
takes up one'whole corner of the room and has his junk (a mateur 
art pieces) spread all over the room. The other day he bor -
rowed Tom Okabe's knife without asking permission, and he b roke 
one of the blades. He just put it back and didn't say a damn 
thing. P i r  ronrra  rxr nuts if I have to stand that  my very 
Mich-longer, i/ He's always pulling some stunt like th at. Tani 
hates him so much now, he won't even speak to him, and whe n he 
does, he just orders Mirikitani around. When Tani brings h ome 
meat, he gives all the rest of us a share but doesn't give a 
thing to Mirikitani. I almost feel sorry for the poor guy 
sometimes, but I'm gonna go nuts' if I have to stand that gu y 
very much longer.1/ 

The difficulties of finding privacy resulting from housi ng con-

ditions were not restricted to the limitations of space w ithin dwell-

ings, but also extended to the closeness of life among neig hbors, 

within the block, and, in fact, within the entire communit y. Al-

though!; intervening walls between apartments were of double lining, 

voices when raised easily carried from one apartment to an other, 

and even normal conversation could be heard on the other side as a 

low murmur. Unless caution were exercized, people who  entertained 

late at night were likely to hear from their earlier reti ring neigh-

bors. People discussing private matters were wont to low er their 

voices so that the conversation would not carry beyond  the walls. 

Because a large part of home functions were served in co mmon 

within the block, as in,the mess hall and the block faciliti es, the 

home necessarily extended out beyond the confines of it s walls. 

1/ Miyamoto Notes, August 13, 1942. 
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Late arisers, a disapproved group in middle-class soc iety, were 

readily subject to detection at the center by their fai lure to 
o'clock 

appear for the seven-to-eight/breakfast, and by their ne ighbors 

who could watch virtually all the comings and goings of others in 

the same barrack almost without effort. The consciousnes s of such 

a problem is reflected in the diary of a Nisei girl who, h aving a 

bad conscience about her laziness in the morning, even  ma.de a New 

Year's resolution to get up early. 
Job, 2: This morning after breakfast Mother and Dad began prea ch-

ing to me about getting up earlier for breakfast. I kept qu iet 
because I didn't'want to start a fight, and I knew it was  my 
fault, inasmuch as getting up early was one of my New Yea r's 
resolutions which I have not kept. Dad is nice enoughto start 
the stove for me, so I should at least -et up early enough  fea 
not to make myself conspicuous by my beiatedness at bre akfast. 

Feb. 8: Mother said the waiters and waitresses had a meet ing 
yesterday at which they discussed some people whom th ey had on 
the "black list." Some of the people they mentioned are M r. 
Sumida who goes in there late, bangs the cup on the table, a nd 
complains the service is poor;  ITS.  Kodama who always 
brings food home for five to seven people who are too la zy to 
get up or' come to eat in the mess hall. Mother said that if 
she hadn't been there they probably would have talked abo ut me 
too because I go late and eat slow, so she made me get up earl y 
this  morning.  1/ 

Feb. 5: I got up before seven this morning, the first time t hat 
has occurred in months. Regardless of whether 1 wanted to or 
not, I had to because Dad practically yanked me out of b ed. 

and personal 

Invasion offamily/privacy, however, was likely to take place 

at all levels. Family ouarrel^s had to be carried on in £ su bdued 

voices if it were not to be talked about in the block that a certain 

family was ouarrelsome. The usual sorts of neighborhoo d gossip 

about others' clothing, washings, dining table habits, taking food 

home from the mess halls, and sundry other subjects, wa s intensified 

by the intimacy of the block and the closeness of the resi dences. 

l./A Nisei Girl's Diary, Tule Lake Project. 
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The women v* Tere perturbed upon arrival at the center to find that 

the latrines had spss privies that were not compartmenta lized, and 

that individual showers were not partitioned. Nisei hus bands who 

inclined toward the American "equalitarian" relationshi p of husband 

and wife would sometimes be cautioned by their parents, or by Issei 

friends, against lowering male dignity by too often assisting with 
other 

the family washing or with/housekeeping work. 

The effect which such (Ultimate living within a community from 

which the residents could not escape is well illustrated i n the case 

of a particularly sensitive youth of  22 who, following evacuation, 

found that an "anti-social and anti-old friends comple x" which he 

had been gradually developing during the last few years wa s becoming 

severely aggravated. This youth showed considerable insi ght into 

his own difficulties, and expressed the view that his only d eliver-
In 

ance from actual mental disorder was release from the cente r. /His 

first request, written from the Tulare Assembly Center, he describes 

his state of mind: 

I've lived in this camp for over two months and every d ay 
of it has been both physical and mental torture to me . A few 
more weeks of this life and I will be very very close to th e 
brink of a mental or nervous breakdown. 

This awful state of affairs is caused by terrible anti -
social and anti-old friends complexes I've developed ove r the 
last few years. ly living in a camp tendF to increase it more 
and more each day. So as a last desperate measure, 1 deci ded to 
write to you to let me evacuate to an out-of-the-military  zone 
area. I'm positive that as soon as I'm out where I won't be 
near former friends and large groups of people, I can beg in to 
live a little more normally again. 

As life is now here in camp, I'm Making xx it miserable 
for everyone, especially the family. My abnormal life is b eing 
talked about in camp, and it makes it very uncomfortable f or 
them. Talk of guys calling me crazy has been near and troub le 
may break out soon. I assure you I'm not in that mental sta te 
of mind yet. Japanese people can be cruel like anv people w hen 
they want to and I've had more than my share. So if I can o e 
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permitted to leave, it will be very beneficial to ever3ro ne 
concerned 

I am really sincere when I say I'm in a mental state. It 
isn Tt anything dangerous. !iy mind has only developed a compl ex 
which can only be cured in small stages away from people wh o 
know me and who keep ridiculing and hammering away at my men-
tal state. Living here in camp onl Tr  makes it worse day after 
day.1/ 

At the recommendation of a doctor who interviewed this you th, 

he was transferred to the Tule Lake Relocation Center with the advice 

that he should not be released because of a suspected para noid ten-

dency. From the latter project, the youth again wrote: 

I am sorry to trouble  3r ou again but I just had to write to 
you to attempt another method of securing a solution to m y 
problem. As you probably remember, I was that mentally co m* 
plexed person' you interviewed in the Tulare Assembl y Center 
about two months ago. Although I am sure I definitely sta ted 
that a transfer to another camp would not be the answer, you 
probably thought it was the best thing for me. Realizing yo ur 
method of cure, I took the offer to transfer to the 'Tule Lake 
Relocation Center, where I myself thought it would really he lp 
me. But after two weeks of this life in which I endeavored 
to accustom myself to camp life and the handicap 1 was faced 
with, I find it continually growing much more difficult a s 
time progresses. Y/hat I sincerely need is privacy as I c annot 
mingle with the Japanese crowd without that awful feeli ng of 
inferiority. I've had more than 8mple time to brood and try 
and plan means of escape from camp, but it all seems hope less. 
You asked me at the interview if I had any ideas of self-des truc-
tion and I answered no at the time although I did have suc h 
thoughts. These thoughts ere still prevalent due to the fu-
ture of living in this camp with that ever present ment al 
strain 

I am in no way dangerous to the general public as I 
merely have a terrible inferiority comp3.ex which I canno t over-
come in any crowded place as here where everything is done o n 
the family basis. Mess, showers, laundry, toilet, and what 
have you. A person in my mental condition with an extrem ely 
sensitive mind cannot live normally in such a community .2/ 

A reproduction of his entire correspondence would bette r indi-

cate that the youth's reasoning was unimpaired and that h is insight 

into his own difficulties was of a high mental order. To ens ure his 

1/ Shibutani Document, TL-106, "The Case of Tsutomu Sakai." 
2/ Ibid. 
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release from c-amp, he gave precise accounts of his saving s, the 

method hj which he would gain employment, the precaution s he would 

take against getting into trouble because of his Ja panese ancestry, 

and his written release of the Government from any respons ibility 

for future developments in his own case. In September of t he 

same year, he left the project for sugar-beet harvesti ng work, and 

although a follow-up of his case was recommended, no fu rther reports 

about him appeared. The absence of the follow-up preclu des a com-

parison of his adjustments before and after his departure from the 

center. 

The psychological difficulties of this youth started im mediate-

ly after his graudation from high school in 1958 wi th incipient signs 

of persecution feelings in his relations with fellow work ers. There 

are indications that the (pomplex had its basis parti:/ in his rela-

tions with his parents toward whom he evidently harbore d a strong 

underlying resentment. While there is no doubt that hi s mental 

state was developin  :  even before his evacuation to a center, and 

while it is not known whether removal from the center m arkedly im-

proved his condition, it seems certain that the conditio ns of the 

center severely aggravated his inferiority feelings. 

While his case represents an abnormally strong reaction  against 

the crowding and lack of privacy characteristic of the relo cation 

center, in a lesser degree the remainder of the populace w as also 

subjected to invasions of personal sensitivity. As the yo uth pointed 

out,  T?  Sverĵ th ing  is done on a family basis;" mess, showers, launder, 

toilets, and what have you, were semi-public. Assuming that sensi-

tivity about intrusions upon the personal life is a matte r of degree, 

the people at large had a similar problem of adjusting t o conditions 

which permitted only the minimum of privacy. 


