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Mr. Embree:

I thought you would be par­
ticularly interested in the three 
senior high school speeches on 
’•We must have men to match our 
mountains’*. The kids sound as tho 
they had been studying psychology.
It doesn*t sound particularly healthy 
to me. I wonder how long evacuation 
psychology will be hammered at the 
school children. Have the community 
analysts been interested in this 
aspect of community emphasis? The 
ministers seem to emphasize the same 
theme. I should think it is about 
time to Bmphxsxzs play down the 
minority group psychology.

I have sent the thifcd copy of 
this report to Mr. Provinse and Dr. 
Ade (for the latters file, if he 
wants it).
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the wook of A b o  IO, 1948, «os 41»  aoat important oae in | 
tiw Mater y of the Topaz aahool gpstoR« During that weak tiw 
first ooaaeaemaat axaraLaea to §• M i  ln t u «  oontor sa*
Ai»least presentai te  « to ta l of 846 young ooa sa i wotoa who 

hai ooœplateâ eith er th s ir  junior high or senior high ee«rs«s.| 

ths bs esala «reste «erri««« for ths sealer high sehooi «aro 
b o li «a Santa? «reaing, ivm* 80, le  tho high sohool piase,

«hieh festes th« osatar of the ooBunmlty. - Thea« serrio ss war« 

«aisr ths sponsorship of th« X atorfalth  Ceaaall«| the sarwns 

*w « prmahsd fey ths Har« iissarn Canata a si th s iw , ¿osetfih | 
Tsufcaaoto, Bpi seo pallan aialstew*f'..

tàèrm.ìmg been no Ugh sohool building ia  ’Popas asi eine« 

th s Opening o f sobsols la s t  3epte aber,  ela sees hai haoa sen* 

in s ta i ia  t e m e  rooaa, noeti? in  Hook 38» «Mah i s  a ijeeea t 
te  th s plaga aras oa the sentís.»

| The graduating seniors la  saps ani term i ia  th«

hleSk 88 «rem « a it haai«i by osarle a r .  Erast, tlw p r« j««t i l »  

recto r, sahool a f f la ia ls  ani isaahcra e f th s X aterfalth  Counoll, 

e laag lin e  « f «asiera narahsi arm ai thè s toare to  «ho plaeo ia  
tha p ia n  «taro a  larga platform hai posa orootoi. |

fo ra r  a thousand persone waro pressât as «pesta to rs s t  ths | 
sarrio  es» f i l l in g  a l l  o f tha baaohas that hai barn p restic i 5S 
with aaa? ataaiiag in  tho baek. j|i

JtMjpUilè !>• ÿQÊjâfi-Mé pria «1 pal o f .the High .Sohool» to ra a iÉ



Ih i s t f i i l i s  o v if lo  I lo  to t#  S i| l Itm a M a rll« ! a te ira n a  et  lo *  

l i i t f t l l l i  OooRQii| e s a la to i M? I lo  l t f t  2 i> o  tosa to  o tti H o  io t v 

H*a*nato n i «tonsura« in «  1« fannita aaag « t n i i l  miaaMara « ita  

M ia i la t to  Kms&f* aa aeeon$*a l*t* I

|ì$to t if a t o  af tto «amata praaatoi «?  Mar* lanata «ai h s i, 

f io im lo  n i  attaaMai «a  ix M H It  1 tal 1«

I to  o a m a o n a a l o s tro lto o  fw  Mia ta o  §x&mm « m  M ali aa 

rana S i *  tua lau ta? M g t fra g ra »  « ta rila «  «# 1§ af oloalc la  tto  fi 

no?aia«9 «a i ta«  «anta? alesa ««rancaias tog laa tag  a l i  e9 « lo to  

la  it o  «m aia«#

1 Metà «aro à#M la  it o  «pan «1? fra »  Dia fla ti© ? «  ara a la i' la  

I to  l i g i  « « to o l pina«*

Ito ? «  m a a tlftu fo s o is  «Moni Ito  sa eoiaawwaoaaerit aera i «*«t 

ito Ili« al «Mt«M H o  n v a r  tofar# H o t  Sresom la issarla** far 

to rà  m a S ii yot*ag|;pe©plat a l l  a o a to o  o f aaa re s ta i group, fa i 

a ll  ¿narice a to tta a a a * « to  « o r i g a l to rto  togata«? fra ti t« a l*g l 

m a? tornea m I to  B ta ifla  Corto la to  *  r a t t r is ta i arata? 9 m i H  

to rà  feto gena a to to  « Ito  t to t r  o laaarom  a tto  tea a toe r «arar# | 

pta&aartag o o to ltlo a a * la  t M i i  «o& iraat to  tM ai? fam a? a sta to  

to ta *  P i

ilt o ?  Ito  ««»p ia tto  a yaar o f M eri a tto ?  a ittia g  «a Maaatoa 

to to a a t M ato*j| m rteiag «a ta ti« «  a ltiia a t 4m wam t | ln  ram a t to t  jfc 

«ara Maatto M? aaal a toraa* *<$*,

I lio ®  tM a lr mtoara :|Mpnaa « n i p ia ta m i aurrouod to ga , toa? M tof 

Ma ama arf«nauta  la  a a tra isga  la to  «Mara «ai?  a p io *a « ring  « p ir li



M +

3 **

oral! te n  intern* them with a w ill t& m&tlmm their atwdlaaiv; 
waiar awafc ha&Aiaaf* tad mm ra t with g x ^ ii that t i l l  :'
with toy aateal grray of a io ilar «Ira« pgg

fM  r a  wwM8dl«i t t r i  alaS.lt? to a groat aataat* r a i l * t l  
a daoorlptioii 9f % to  proaaaalraal w ill ioaioowalo for toth*| 

$&t!iftfo$ U  tho H|k i^ io l  aasrably to ll*  which 1« the | 
dialog IwU  ̂ 1» Bloch §St f&# two groups^cuia a t 10 o'clock is  
tJht sorting» ttia other a t II e*«laot la  th* their
flowing rohaa asft arranged the taarala ra their mortar heard a m

that ihay fretsmm pmpm i l i i * ' ftsea thm lined wp la  a
column a t twra*| f tm jraeoaaiesa proceeded m the long mareh i 
arrant the plaaa to the |U lfom f where the elaca' awsh#ra|teek M 
their please eat settled i r a  -far the faognaa*;^ B  

¡» ita -d ra ira  High sefaeal «&«$/ of l i t  aratraa;i|C aalaahed|as 
tig  them ihe. H tit«^^Paotf e f the program la  eh*|
t&ohsd as ■ .. 5 ' .•, ■■. •' ,. ■ , • ■ ■ \ ,'̂ B

the invocation fey Sheathe acata 1» attached aa inhibit i* ■ 
^fastings fey fet Marita9 aXaM frasldeshg la  attached aa liM M i 
li'.'' Present arade 9* i f  Ms# M l «  Kasai is  at»
tM kefas f*WMt i«i§ffea afraid *wiet aa stand fa t*  :%f M ai."K
9H|HB f ita l  ia  attaahei aa inhibit a« | fisa speech presented fey i  
I t m  fhfccahita an "Planning fa r the fatare* la  attached aa £#* 
l i i l l l  S ¡¡|A the tOMdiOtlra hi# Hobart Hlrabayaehl la  HMtSS 1« I

I f  anything* the services la  the raralag which completed
the high school earners of the 190 senior t l n i  member« # wars
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f t l la â  a l t i  a rs a ti* amati©a I t e  fa r tàa f « p j t t i#**

|aaasa a Â a lift lt i mai laper tant «l«p m s  l&ara fcaisg| taken %  | 

ü â  |L r l§  wto m  faaai * lth  a pratolaa U llir< u il lü s  

l iâ t  a f t a i  ü& sr group #£ i a i r i m  aitisa&a afea a&f ©m~ | 

p ia tii i& sir MgJî aa&aat i - # i  fM s  jjs&r* ■ ■. ‘ . - ;; ■' ■■

I Bers W * yoniftg p-aopla aks», as fini j& that* ©taitaaf
*1 » i l l  so ba to solla&a* i r  * j  a t ü  J^ls tfe» aœ |V ? • 

Ä aii thing« ara m%  «ald w  4e»a* i é  i M i * fatava |

U ^ i  mm% mt nmmnsALtf l i t  aaaawhat ua sortali* m%ll th e ir s ta it i  

Sa í afca&gsá msi tfcay h it#  t i t a  t i l l  f t  is *? * Ü&i «aat«rÿ «ìtfear ■ 

«loas a r t i t a  l à i i f  f iÉ lU ts  «si ta ta  tÿ  H t#  «laaafcara la  ta t  

aaxm l iua» risen way* -.y.- . ■ ■,

p X t'P ü  ia$raaitiv* ta  fa t ta *  it a  th m * i f  th a ï

«P*akar& v à i a a lia i fa r  ü tfa g a  aai iataræ laatian ta  mXk ta w r t  

a futura geai i f  hafj&aiea « a i a i t i c i  ■ J  '■ ■; i  p ;
|Ì4  eapjr i f  ita  program fo r  ta© eema&ea&a&t la. attaaheà aa 

isilMl í*. H ü  .$ib %  &&$&& iihlaaaa an fBaaiaatisai â 5 
S i^ a a tf i: u%vâ$* la  attaahai *a  I s l i i á l  e | |  * * •  *$**«& presa* t a i l  

fcf M ia i Hfco&a $ , ;j§m Jüatiaasf 1« « ttaahai aa B a tta it :*> ■

aaâ ita  ¡MpjHft %  Ä # i ElÄiSttt iM a a ti :**ì8i Maat U va ita&tta i&ttaà 

dar liea&tal&a* la  a tta  e t t i  aa Ia M t | t  M ^ptìia i&veeahlea tp thè 

Hat#.. faaaai^faaicaaiti la  « t t i À i l  aa Xsfeihlt a# '



EXHIBIT "A"

■ ... txlqebt or Moa&umM'm «artici i

"Sv ■ i->£' Vtollrered to TOpax High Sataol
of June 20, 1#4S

| COBgratJIllatlOftaf |
gn4tntioi}} topaa of hl^htr educatici! ani 

datariclnation to «alca a piace far yoursalraa la tbie a oonomlc 
raaalrad a momentary aettooic idtb mass er&euatlofi ©f | 

tboae ot Jmpamm aaoaatry* Tbrora lato a eloaad comuaity fi 
laefciag la adaquate scfaool faellities; you bare w®ll afeoaa your 

to oope with difilcultles a&d aaaa out stroagor ttonll 
aaaa *ltb anrlabla setolatole record«. Wtoa la tto tatara ide~ 
tmiml data a ìppjto tc fede f rem memorie a, wtoa alga irai a ter* 

ao loogar are j|it'por flegar tlpg a ad tbeorumc trom gee—Ifl 
®*try ara forgottea we stili aaa aay ttot we tiara laaraad tol 
etudy* to eraluate ttta dlfferaat arante olitile day ani intra 
learned to nato deeltooaefro» our aatiool ourrloultmu | And naca) 
tbaa arar tto ralaa ef Daneeraoy and ti» Aneri ea& nay et tifa* ' 
I an a firn tollerar la tto Amari oasi Setieoi syetem. X torà iaJ 
finita folta ttot tàla laatltotlea toa «all impiantai withln 
mll-èf ua tto aaada of frea aea. ■ The aaada wfeleà wiii bear 
fridt under tto vorat eoaditinee imaglnable* Look to thè laft’fe 
fillAj bebind yen# X" kaor not from itenoe ttoy aere brought bara 
tot tbere ttoy ere* treea boxai J&.JÉRoete eramped lato a aneli 
spato tilt boaria* torly lato aiutar tto gardenia breugbt 
S|»É|| torà t but to deie ttoy torà aot beasi, piantai! returned to 1 
afirttogtot teday you aaa aaa thm anawarlag tba aall of sprlng;
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fustini forili thè ir follage of greca aadaunted ty uéo lialte-» ! 
tiene of spaccar latte of prò per eere*|S

| Tfaer e wc tare e » dei tmr eli ef us,f ta« tool et fare*! 
seta* aro dthin eaclosures of *fcmr calla.* But ttalseeds of 
Dcaeera^r ani loyalty io <mr country itali noi tare tata la- ¿1
.glaatri ctteia uè la rata* WiiB supreme religioua fa ita la tta 
Lord tiiat guidas and proteeta all m&, let us lire to see thè C| 
felesswlag of *ta«e ani £$ual Rjgàts» ile priaelpica of Beao-I-' 
***** «ptald for tal* 'firn,oouatry,tta Uaitcd States of taerll
ta stali lea* thè irajf aad «e «Ball tendi our efforts te ttat 
tal®," v.., ' ■

mm Hev. K. M.Kuisata

Wltk  ; / y — /
ee pMr* . Otarie» f* irast Project Director



EXHIBIT "B"
BACCALlAXmSATE S I S M  
Ijjlspaz HliH Bf&qbi / ■  
jfljBjim e ao, 1943 p|||

■ ■ ' to you all upon satisfactorily 4completing your high school courses, especially under extreme I 
handicaps suoh as none of us hare before experienced# $ I jpM|K|; 
sums» however i^that despite your handicaps your scholastic W 0 $  average would ha higher than the scholastic average of most 
othar high school stud auto of this nation* 1 I S | l e « n s 4  
frets some of your teachers that you have good talents sail ax* f 
salient abilities» I thsrafora have not faar concerning your 
mental eqt&pmentj|a meaffths future aoonondciflproblems of your 1 
life.*; But la actual!; life» far' away from your taaohars .to guided 
you. a parti of tha totalmeat needed to suao^MK;|ln life»|v-

I Sana of you will cont&saajHw education in college §| bat. 
sosta hara already terminated your formal education and will sock 
your plaoe in tha turbulent economic world of today »¡jllBdsr tha 
host of conditions» it is difficult to find good Jobs, jabs 
which you life#»' good futures»!jobs with good pay, tha
hmimBB w m M  Is aol|EH|,-tough with many seeking good positions 
and faw finding iham*|t But with this oountry and Japan at war» 
tha difflaultias haws ha an graatly increased. jFor yaars you will 
hara an unfriendly» unsympathetic» even a hostile aoonosia world 
to ffcaa. Tour bast behaviours» and your wisest nations will 
llkalygbe misunderstood» your good qualifications and your ax» 
eallent abilities will receive scant attention» tbu say ba ra«* 
fused .¡fend abused sway years and ;in despair* some of you say bai 
taaptad to retreat into the relative peace and security of your 
relocation! centers»

I Boos you:trill look back to your school days as tha goldonfl 
days of happiness and friendship where success quickly crowned 
each endeavor and you warn ablet to measure each achievement by 
the encouraging remarks.of your .taaohars. But away from sohooljp 
hard work without worda of encouragements* rlskaywithout advi~ | aora| repeated failures and tribulations will bacoma your cola- 
blooded teachers« 1 Arduous work and andlasa dipappointmants are 
tha arual price nsuslly paid for success. ¿Progress will seam 1 
painfully slow and thalmonarda "for your efforts would never seam 
to cone« Life may sometimes seam to bacoma a race with daspair | 
with failure grinning at you all tha tima«S|

1 H t h  tha world oonatitutad as it lat t cannot suggest to «il 
you any ways of avoiding tribulations ana haartaehsa* I know of I 
no way to make your tutors easy or your burdens light» There fj 
are no magic formulas for success easily attained and happiness
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enjoyed without groat efforts*. Palm, heartaohos* disappoint­
ments, tribulations ara part and parcel of life and they may 
even laaraaaa with your auaeaaa* Esther, me must bo ready to 
accept thus whan difficulties come* Borrowing tha terms of tha 
medioal science, you cannot fight dlaaasa by trying to wipe out. 
all tha germs* You aan fight tha» by increasing your own rs si st­ance* Increase therefore* your resistance to trouble, »aka your* 
selves Immune to.-the baleful results of difficulties« Make your* selves insensitive to tha allergy of unjust and unfair criticisms«, 
Vaccinate yourselves against tha ravages of race and clans pre­
judice. I Make your naive a tough and flexible no that like good 
rubber you will be able to absorb all of tha shocks of the rough 
road that will lie for many years ahead of you* or, like the 
good ship, you »net be able to take the pounding waves, the whistl­
ing galea and|the extras» weather that abound in the sea of life«';

It is saerillgioue to suggest the use of Bsligien in a || 
selfish purpose, to suggest faith as a vaccine, to use religious 
knowledge as an antidote, to administer religious pills like 
sulfa drugs to help sure the ills of life, because religion is 
not a petty merchandise* Religion is a large overall thing, some* 
thing vastly preelous, something great and sacred, something 
creative, | vital, something that la always my atari cue and amazing, 1 
something that eanaot be measured and analysed« You cannot have 
and enjoy a portion of religion, you must seek the whole of it or none of it, you cannot enjoy its by-products, its manifesta­
tions« You cannot put it a emanations into a capsule and enjoy 
Its healthgiving influence*

But, if you have religion even the size of a little seed you 
have that which will he of immense value to you in the future« 1 
Under the lifeglviag regimen of faith, you will develop character, power and toughness« Out' of a mountain of worry and das pair you 
will be able to make a mole hill of inconsequential dirt and rub* 
bisk* Out of an Inevitable failure the fourth dimentlonal power 
of religion will enable you to make colossal stepping atones to 
the starry heights of suooess* like the mysterious radar .reli­
gion, will enable you to pierce the darkness and the dangerous fog 
of ignoranee and doubt and will direst you straight to the goal 
of truth«% Without religion all the glory and money in the world 
will|cause a man to be an unhappy failure« With religion a pen* 
ml less cripple can find life joyously radiant and can be led to 
achieve success«! Religion is the philosopher's stone which al* 
chemists have long sought to turnfthe base metal of otherwise - 
dull existence into the sparkling gold of purposeful and happy ■-life*

Members of the graduating class, as you endeavor to enter 
the turbulent business world of today, outside of the relocation 
centers, you will undoubtedly find it a far more hard, cold and
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ft dtfti cult world than you were led to Imagine •I Tou will go 
through long periods of discontent and disappointments« Too 
will face unfriendly people» unthoughtful people» selfish 
people, and dishonest people * Ton will find your bees to be to* 
tally different from your teaehers«| Tou will not find hi» de- 
voted to your development and progress« Ton will besoms just a 
mere oog in the sample* and huge assembly of gears* wheels and 
other meohanlsms grinding out service and prod ms ts et a fearful 
rata« On top of all t h l M  people will look upon you with the 
eyes of suspicion you will have to talk and set with apeelal 
caution* Some people will take keen delight In stinging you 
with unkind remarks« In the midst of all this & letSreur rail* 
gion be e strong bulwark and!defence•. Its comfort* Its strength* its counsel, its vitality» its pcwer^ its wisdom» Its 
patience» its creativity will oarry you through the difficult 
years of trials and tribulations«

Imbued': with the powers of religion* youlwlll some day win 
even your enemies to yoursslves» gain their confidence end trust 
lead them to respect and admire you*- Tour periods of hardships 
and worry will- give place to that day when you shall be accepted 
Into their society without the stigma of suspicion and the badge 
of Inferiority« Tou will acme day look back to the period# of 
trials and disappointments In joyful retrospect with a aense of 
having achieved through hard work and dogged determination» 
tempered with the qualities of your religious faith» something 
vastly worth whila« ^You will someday be exceedingly thankful 
to God and the charm of your religious faith will be corns | strong* er as years will add expert ence and wisdom to you.

May you bs strong and courageous »may you ultimately find 
success and happiness in life» may God be your constant gulda 
and bless you always«

By: Ksv« Joseph Tsukamoto
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Thame........ .. ."At tha Half-tey Itark»
Piano Kttsio "Proaaaaional". • . Lily Ana Surada 
XttTooation. . . . . . . . . . .  Cha atar Kaku
Song. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Sakiko Harada

"Largo". . . . . . . . . .  Baadal
Adiraaa of Wolooma. . . . . . .  Preaidant Joe Morita
Hlatory of Praaent Orada 9. . . Toniko Kaaai
Aocompllshmonta of Orada 9

in 1948. . . . . . . . . . .  shin Tanaka
Our Idéala.......... .. Alies Fukul
"Whera'ar Ton Walk" by Bandal , Oirla Saxtat 

Uiyukl Bataye. Bni Hayamizu, Mlbauko Maruyama,Riaako Ito, Martha Oablxta, Toklko TakeuoM
Prsaéntatlon of Gradúatea , . . Prlnolpal O. L. Woolf
Preaantatlon of Diplomas. . . . Suparintandant L. O. Noble
Claaa Seng . . . . . .  . . . » S o  tha tune of "Tinlaadla"
Benediction. . . . . .  . . . .  Robart Hlrabayaahi



GRADUATES

Ab«, Kanaka 
Adaohi, Toahio 
Aklyama, Ha J ime 
Aklyama, Marian 
Aoyagl, Hatauye 
Ashlzawa, Asaye 
Baba, Alloa 
Baba, Kazuko 
Dataf Chiyoko 
Fujii, Dewey 
Fujlwara, Lillian 
Fukaml, Junzo •
Fukui, Alita 
Furuya, Mitzia 
Furuzawa, JCazuyo 
Goto, George 
Goto, Foe 
Gyotoku, George 
Hamada, William 
Hamasaki, Mitsuko 
Haaasaki, Sadako 
Hanamoto, Ruji Barada, Lily Ann 
Harada, Sekiko 
Hashimoto. George 
Hataye, Miyuki 
Hayamlzu, End 
HlrabayasJhi, Robert 
Mirano, Thomas Tsutomu Hirata, Kenjl 
Hironaka, Mary 
Hirota, Akira 
Honda, Sue 
Borita, Sakae 
Ida, Kazuhiro 
Ishi da, Elsie 
Ito, Bisako 
Ito, Tone 
Magata, Miya 
Nakahiro, Tosh Maxie 
Nakamura, Shlgeh&ru Nakano, Kei 
Nakatani, Miyoko 
Kao, Isamu

Iwasa, Susumi 
Kai, Keiko 
Baku, Chester 
Kanzaki, Norma 
Kasai, Tomlko 
Kashima, Hideyoshi 
Khto, Lily 
Katsura, Mi©hi© 
Kawaguchi, Margaret Kawabata, Toshiro 
Klmura, Kazuo 
Kltani, Lily 
Kobayashi, George 
Koide, Hiroshi limmy 
Konno, Kunio 
Kuge, Donald 
Maruoka, Kazuo 
Maruyama, Mitsuko 
Maruyama, Sanayo 
Matsui, Tatsuko 
Matsui, Toshiye 
Matsumoto, Emma 
Matsuzaki, Jensuke Mayoda, Kay 
Mi fume, Hiromiohl 
Minemoto, Masaru 
Miyamoto, Jim Miyamura, Henry 
Miyata, Elsie 
Miyazaki, Ayako 
Mizono, Bill 
Mizuhara, Robert 
Mizuhara, Rurle Mori, Alios 
Morimoto, Akira Morita, Foe
Moritomo, Kiyotaka Fred Muneno, Hisaye Lillian 
Suyeyasu, Sadako Suzuki, MlOhio 
Tajlma, Harry 
Tfckagawa. Leslie 
Takaha, panzui 
Takahashi, Noboru Edwin



GRADUATES

Narikawa, Shigeto 
Nemofco, Lily Yoneko 
Nihei, Ryo 
ffiahino, Kiehiko 
Hogani, Mitsuru Calvin Nonaka, Hisako 
t a t |  A U n  Aiko Cohi, Sanao 
Gkawaohi, Tsuneo 
Oku, Hisaahi Ban 
Gkuno, Frank Biji 
Gniehi, Tokio Ono, shinji 
Ono, Shoji Oshlna, Martha 
Oshima, Togo 
Otagiri, Elko Otsuka, Takashi 
On&ki, Tatsuko 
Sakakura, Tatsuo Bohby 
sakorai, Shoji 
Sano9 Tatsuo 
Sasaki, David Shibeta, Siohi 
Shimada, Chiyoko 
Shimizu, Mihoko 
Shin, Kataumiehi Harry 
Shintaku, Nobuko Sonoda, fakao 
Sugioka, Kazuma 
Banda, Akito 
Sutowf Ann

Takahashl, Kazumasa Ernie 
Xakahashi, Tayoko Takeshita, Tuzuru 
Takeuchi , Fnsayo 
Takeuchi, Shozo 
Takeuehi, Tokiko 
Tan, Taako Tanaka, Kiyoko 
Tanaka, Shin 
Tatsuguehi, Masahisa 
Tsuboi, Jack 
Tsugawa, Albert Tsugawa, Miohiko 
Tsukada, Kikuye Tautsui, ¿raises 
tJtsumi, Hobart Sakaye tJyeda, Hose 
Wada. Tomiko 
Yamada, George 
Yanaguma, Margie Yamaji, Hiroko 
Xanana, Setsuko 
Yamasaki, Ichiro 
Yhnagi, Takehiko 
Yanagi, Takeshi 
Yokonino, Shizuko Yoshida, Aik©
YosM.de, Mi ohi 
Yoshii, Hisake 
Yoshinori, Ulya 
Yoshiura, Keiko 
Ynto, Kazuo



EXHIBIT "D"

M S  RELOCATION ADTHORITY 
CENTRAL UTAH PROJECT 

TOPAZ, 0TA8

Invocation prevented byi Tapes City Junior Hign School
Mr. Chester Kaku. June 25, 19A3,

OCR DEAR FATHER!
We thank thee for thy goodness and care through which we 

are able to corns to thee today for our first Junior High Coo- 
meiico:.ent*

Oh Father, help us, that we may realise the fact that there 
were mtmy friends and teachers whose kindness and help, friend­
ship and guidance, now known and not known«

Belp us, too, Oh Father, to realise that our fathers and 
mothers, whose prayers in times of Joy or distress have been 
offered without ceasing, at every occasion*

We thank thee, Oh Father, for thy guidance throughout 
this darkness caused by the war engaged between mankind*

We pray at this tine. Oh Father, that we may go forward 
into the future with a spirit of gratefulness to those abundant 
blessings of the past, so as we may emerge emblematic over all 
hardships, hopefully over the darkness of our future through the 
faith of God*

Give us, Oh God, the firm confidence that the God of great 
blessings of our past be with us to guide us through our future 
with the increasing love and blessings.



Dear Father* give thy blessings now to those who have planned 
to leave tills center in the near future to continue their further 
studies or work« As well as we who will ro*naln«

Oh Father* bless this commencement* which we are now to 
proceed* and we ask thy blessings for those who take part in this 
program and to those who are present today*

We pray it in the name of our Savior« Amen*



EXHIBIT "E"

WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY 
CENTRAL DTAH PROJECT 

TOPAZ, UTAH
Greetings presented byt Topaz City Junior High School,
Mr. Joe Morita,
Class President* June 25, 1943#

GREETINGS

Superintendent Noble, Dr. Woolf, Faculty, Parents, and 
Fellow Studentst

It gives re a great pleasure to come before you this morning 
to express a few words of welcome and appreciation to those who 
have guided and cared for us to this day* The principal, who has 
contributed to the student government many helpful suggestions 
towards the materialisation of our school program* To the teachers 
who have so diligently given the time and patience to concentrate 
and guide us in our work* The reliance, which we have found in the 
teachers has aided us in enumerable ways, we are indebted* And, 
now to the one most dear to us, the parents, who in their obscure, 
yet significant manner, have encouraged us in our various phases 
of life* We extend our utmost appreciation*

And, now fellow students, to you who are entering a new realm 
of life, may the realisation of yo r hopes and ambitions come true# 
Thank you!

* * * * * *



«AH MLOGATXON AUTHOHITX 
gmfiUh UTAH PtfQJ&CE TOFAX» UTAH

0p*eeh delirered b;t Topas City Junior High sehool»
Miti Tomi&o Rasai# June &6» 1945»

KXSTOHX OF PHESI^T ftIHTH OHAI*

Approximately one y*ar ago» m 9 thè llnth Gradare» «dth a oount~ 
le** nussber of other Japaneee * Aaeri cane» «ere evacuateci fro» our 
tome and Trien da# Through a procesa of evacuatlon» we hav* eoa* to«* 
gether and ©ome before you today» ae thè fi rat gradua ting Hinth Grada 
Claoe of Topaa Junior Hi*#* aohool#

Prior to evaouatlon» thè aajority of ue «e a llvlng along thè 
penineuXa» Jan Francisca, or bay reglón in California* Our parente 
«ere nainly in thè nursery» dry geode» reetaurant» launary, grocery»
or hotel business, or they «ere tarmerà or dome«tie woi%*r** Thejr 
dame to America «ith a hope of eernlng a living and eo estábilshed 
theasslvea In Utos# profeeeione» fcundlng a Home and a piace in thè 
«orld for ue» thelr ohildron# Fro® theee hornee» «e attended sehoole, 
«bere «e leamed thè Aaerioan «ay of lite» •liberty» Juetloe and trae* 
dea«9 Here «e vere eoneldered equa! «itti our other fetaN»** Thore 
«ere no racial pr*Judies and dieertmlitatlana* «e «ere pr«partng far 
pwftiftlois nl&ilrj» to our friendo* There «ae a piace aeaitlng ue 
in thè future* The phyeloal faatures of our foruer echoole «ere 
quite Glfferent fro» our preeent one. The etately hulldinge «ere 
fumi shed «ith regular deate» auditori«»*» cafetería*» apasiona li» 
hrari**» locker*» and recreational faciliti«** «• attended eohool



and entered classes with Oauo&slon students* we entered the sane acti­
vities as they did* Our recreational activities consisted of movies« 
parks* museums| aoquarlums* sooe* sports* and rooting for our favorite
tear In a college or high school game of some sort* Our morale «as 
high* We put forth our utmost In our studios* to learned the Japanese 
language and some of their custom«* hut our love was In America* our 
eountry* we were Americans and ws had a grand future before us#

Then on December 7th* we were confronted with a «hooting and be» 
wllderlng blow* Pearl Harbor! Our normal lives came to a «top« On
this day* It made one realise our physical difference* Would they* 
the Caucasians* forget that we were Americans* toot Would they ehttn 
wet Ho* Americans had a liberal heart and this made one realise the 
true meaning of the word* "America!*

The second bewildering news same during the early part of March 
where there were orders of evaouatlon# At that time* we did not think 
It imminent that Americans of Japanese anoestry would be evacuated* 
too* Nevertheless* due* to military necessity and for our own protect 
tlon* ws were evacuated to the assembly centers* Corns of us wsrs 
evacuated to Santa Anita* near the end of March and most of us entered 
Tanforan the latter part of April* and the beginning cf May* Our 
dreams were shattered* All that we had planned and hoped for* we 
eould not have* We were housed In stalls or barmeks* whleh after a 
time* we altered Into place« we could call "home** Recreational 
activities were greatly emphasised in order to rales our spirits*
Meet of ue went on a "spree** Our leaders who had foresight to real* 
lee the necessity of guidance for ue, established a school* Though* 
we did not study and we lacked many facilities* the teachers did
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their utmost to guide u«> Thorough their help* ve «ere guided m e h  free 
becoming entirely uneontreliable* Then about the aiddlo of 8eptember# 
relooation further Inland etarted end we were sent here, to Topaau «fact 
recently* the Hawaiian atudente hare Joined u# here*

After one aehool year* we are graduating the Until Grade* with 
aany new acquaintances and hawing had new experiences behind ue* with 
a light of hope shining within our heart# for a bright future that le 
to eosme#



EXHIBIT "G"

M R  RELOCATION AUTHORITY 
CENTRAL UTAH PROJECT 

TOPAZ, UTAH
Speech presented by* 
MlSB Alice Fukui*

Topaz City Junior High School 
June 25, 19-43#

fEAT WE STAND FOR

We, of the graduating class of Topaz Junior High School, 
have t: is morning reached a milestone in our lives* Looking 
back in retrospect, we see that we have come a long way, not 
only in physical distance, but from the point of view of the 
obstacles we have had to surmount in our search for education 
and knowledge* It has been a hard road that we have traveled# 
Looking along the road which lies ahead of us, however, we have 
strength to travel that road or fall by the w&yside depends to a 
large extent, upon what we stand for#

Man cannot live on bread alone• To exist and to fight to 
achieve a better life, man must have Ideals* Man is but the sum 
total of the things that iiave gone to make up his life* That 
bein; so, the things we stand for today as boys and g-rls are 
vitally important for the men and women we hope to b© tomorrow.

As part of mankind living today, we stand for the principles 
set forth in the four freedoms proclaimed in the Atlantic Charter 
W® stand for a type of life in which the needs of all the people 
all over the world will be justly considered# We stand for a 
fellowship of all mankind - an ideal perhaps not to be achieved
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in the course of our lives, yet something to strive and to fight 
for*

As part of this nation of ours, we stand for the principles 
of democracy - not only to he preached hut to he practiced. We 
stand for tolerance, for we know the injustice and bitterness 
that can arise where there is bigotry and intolerance. We believe 
and have hope in our future, as we know there is a silver lining, 
though the clouds seem very dark just now* We shall seek for 
knowledge and enlightenment as we continue our education, for we 
know how hate and suspicion are brought about by ignorance.

At times the position in whidh we find ourselves may make us 
feel that we are sitting on the sidelines watching others make 
history. Let us remember, however, that sooner or later we must 
again step ¿.nto the current of normal life and take up where we 
left off* In anticipation of this day, we shall nurture the things 
that we stand for and resolve that one thing we shall never stand 
for is an attitude of defeatism*

# *• # # *



EXHIBIT "H"

WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY 
CENTRAL UTAH PROJECT 

TOPAE, UTAH
Speech presented byt 
Sir* YuEuru Takeshi ta*

Topa« City Junior High School, 
June 25| 1943#

PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE

Because of the fact that we have been put Into this fenced 
city of Topaz, many people have abandoned themselves to despair« 
They have lost their hopes - hope which is cuoted from Shakespeare 
as the «Father of Thought*« A person lives upon the existence 
of hope, and without this, there shall be no target for his stren­
uous endeavors* There is nothing that can cover the loss of hope 
and perhaps ids character will be altogether tiestrueted«

Today, we are in a formidable and an awkward predicament« 
People with lack of deliberation, easily become desperate« They 
are overcone by adversity, and they are not able to see even a 
foot ahead, thus allowing themselves to become unruly and misguided 

I believe that this is caused because of their shortness in 
the height of personality« Should they stand up on their tiptoes 
and look beyond, they will find yonder-a future gloving' with promise 
in the dawn of hope* Nevertheless, short-sighted persons, once 
confronted by adverse circumstances, decide hastily that their 
future has been doomed* Unfortunately, they are not able to find 
the light gleaming ahead and they are driven to despair#

Can this be the case of our present situation? Can we allow 
ourselves to become the stragglers of life? Should this be the



circumstance, what is going to happen to the future of our parents 

our younger brothers and sisters, and to us, ourselves, who are 

to be the future backbone of Democratic .America?

How is the time when we should step back and consider care­
fully the future outlook# Confronting us will be a great res­

ponsibility. We shall find something by which we can look into 

the future* And once again within the ray of ho£e, shall we have 

the target for our efforts#
You have heard from time to time the old saying »United we 

Stand, Divided we Fall*» Only when everyone is concentrated at 

one definite purpose can a group accomplish anything that is 

worthwhile#
One might say »It is not the other*s business, I can do as I 

want to#» This, however, is a great mistake# In regards to 

this George Elliot had said and I quote, »A person may be himself, 

but at the same time he is a part of the united whole# His body 

belongs to him and to the entire mankind, Even in mere respira­

tion does he not inhale the same air as the others do# Much more, 

how can the conduct or action of a person have no connection with 
the others?» unquote#

A little leak can sink a great ship# The whole purpoe can 

be spoiled by a mere misbehavior of one person#

Therefore, we, definitely, must gain the spirit of coopera­

tion and service - the noble spirit which is more indispensable 

than knowledge in the progress of mankind# Ho longer can we hope 

to accomplish anything by the "Each for Himself" policy, but we,



absolutely must base our future upon our future* upon the spirit 
of good-will *Eaca for AH**

After a year of Intense coldness* the trees show much lux» 
uriant growth in the spring tl an otherwise* A man of great per­
sonality is boro only after he lias fought through adverse circum­
stances* At this occasion* bearing this in minds

bet us become more optimistic about our future!
Let us cultivate our minds!
Let us build our characters!
Let us have courage and a firm determination!
Let us unite! And shall we not make our Topas High School* 

a school that we can be proud of as long as you and X can remember



EXHIBIT "I"

w a b  mocATiaii a u t h o r i t y
CfSBTRftJ# UTAH P S «  

TOPAZ# UTAH
Benediction pros«»ted hyi 
Hr« Hubert Blrabuyaahi#

Top©« City Junior High Cotool 

¿Tuno 25« 1943*

Oh lord# we eons before thss with humility in our tomrts 

recognising that ours ©re hut powers and k nowledge limited to 
mortals# end being mortals# we ask of thee« blessings for our 
first graduating class of the Tops® Junior High School« One 
leg of our Journey on the sea of life has been completed midst 
the turbulent wave of worldwide strife add suffering« the like 
of which past history has not recorded#

We ask of thee« your wisdom and benevolence# Guide us and 
protect us that we may contribute towards an easy peace* Show 

us the path free from prejudice# that there be no discrimination 
of race# color nor creed# Keep us that there m y  be © future 
of happiness and opportunity for all#

And Lord# m y  all of us have the courage and determination 
to see through this present catastrophe for the safeguarding of 
democracy and our United States of America for the good and will 
of all men« Amen#
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M m à â  ferste  
Altare» Michite öraea 
AM to ohi, Minora 
Aoki, Dorothy ânn 
A ß ^ i i  Kiyoehi 
Aeyn&l Stanley Tadao 
Aehleassa, f%0ûo 
Athieasa» May Gunite 
Aauaa» ^amil® forcea 
tende, Alaa Omêi 
Belote» Bobora Beete« Bdna State 
fo j issato» $teee te ette  
Fucinato» r4©taji 
Fucinami» Rieate 
ftjJlt-Sg Sotare 
ftt&ada* Ailse 
Föteni, ^«ol 
fatesi« Stählte 
f a t e «  Henry 
fteruehe» '"«•
Honda» Hltauy*
Itanyu» tend 
H&ra* î&ohlte 
iaratekA» Chite 
üai% tesate
Hcerdaotef Ôeoege Rateami 
Hacinóte« ölst 
Bayard eu» -' orgaret 
Rayaahi« Ja íes Akim 
Hay&ehlda« niobihite  
iddeehirm« Sata 
Hi fono« Faoaye 
Honda« May 
Honda« taehite  
Borita* f®d&®te 
Botta» Shl^eo 
lehiaara» loghi tais» Una 
Ida« Janee $« 
lino» "¿arid f«
I natone* foah 
Insmye* teora  
ïeeyam* Hüffe ¿k ite  
I ehi da« Jtsssy 
lobi da* Yeehtteaa 
Iahiyana» HI yete 
Ito* gtaf¡qNfel

Ito« Klye 
Xyeki» Kenneth 
Keypad« fa ta te  
falbe» B e ijl 
Kmif Frank tedahtte 
K&rlya« fraisaßht 
Koto» Maearu Oearge 
Kato* teeuo 
lato« teto ich i 
Katern* h ily  te ilte  
teeaßoefcl» r%ry 
teea^oehi, %«ts*a 
teehtm» Bete 
teeatato» Kaora Caroline 
Panateli» tindfeo 
ICaeamrita» Joe 
HanaeMrm» Betete 
Kisoro» fvmcm  fold 
Kinera« O leate Ornee 
Ktnura» fteteute Hartha 
K lritara* -ranee Jtweniehi 
fltlls iltfefO 
Flta^awo« Beter Gere 
KiytsEsopa«' teidte / 
leide« Margaret tin te  
Kònateo», Manu.
Kenne» Yoehiro 
Kutates»* l l j i  
Hohe ta» Hideo - 
Kanamete* ftarite 
Itaateaa» Ktyoahtte
fusird, Aaste 
Kur^dne» fteBöee Tate 
Maehida» Janee ito le  
f*atebaysehi» M i tb Ss.asiye 
Maruyana* Y emite 
Rateai« teyy -« r ite  
Meterse®te» Alte 
teteumto» ?%a  ̂ P irite  
Rateino» »m a* tetely a  
:?atesnrs^i» Cbiyote 
teteoeaki» l'ateo 
Batseted» fereleh l 
fatem i, Ydd 
Mi rotare» Jaek 
T̂ n il* fonoao Vlnaent 
Mossene» $hi»JI
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MöH§ Affte* Tmeteo 
borite» Midori 
lo lita «  UmmSsi laiton  
itimene» floren«« Kaaoya 
Habet©» ÍesÑÉko 
M I »  p i p  
Haka¿saa» Btéây Caboti 
SakagONa» filâorl 
l Ä m *  Toy 
WAkaoum» Isbire 
Maasura» ’'©chibo 
Natene» Pire«hi J  la 
Narita»»» a r jo rie  K&letfce 
Rasoio » "íilllaia 
N1 ahíte!» A t* «hl 4 
Fl ehi H* Jm et S$l0ê 
Ni «bisara» Bhoda Aîdteo 
B I Ä Ä %  Parlón - Itatela 
Flahlaw»» MdL 
Ml«bine* 3hi«u 
.’Habloteo* - 'nry îopiteo 

Thenn«
SOI»« gfe«
Gb&ta» %̂éGbayaih!» Henry Tftlhot 
Cebi» Teten©
Opaa« ; ary Klpfe 
OI ohi» ?1arion T̂ c&tee 
oteado» nasatbp ííípfc 
Oteasa&te* Midiitee t it i le n  
Oku» George 0#
Oteada» Telai 
Olusfio» Fujlteo 
Oritemslil» Bájate 
ObMsö* 'Boeea 
Ota» Ayate©
©testen, §bM $& ■OtflsaJdt» font 
©«atei » p ia r s i  
©«atei*
Saknl* t l l l la n  Ze*mml 
Natemi*©» Yoelitham 
Sakuml» %$é#
Saoatel» *t|mru ■
Sauanete, piote ehi 
Sata» Torte 
SeldgaeidL» %ytae 
Soteisaoehl* Taeteo 
Shijo» Tlnoeat $hl£enerl 
$hlnamr&* McafeMfet 
Sfei&taeHoava» ta ta h t

«hiaotosi» l» l§  
tlM% IîmuT Ratautel 
Pineda» Mlye 
ìÉÌ0i«ii ife I l p p  
Shioaald» l sry 
limai» Ktâdko 
Ornai tono» Tenta*»
Sutow* tîary 
s&tyon&lo, Pana 
Suyey&s»* Klyotaa.^jsam, Pilote» 
ftagiifcl» Qiiyetee 
©opfél» JÌMNnaa Toteo 
Tateeheahl» KAauo * 
Tekahathi* î l ib r i  
fatateli Ebniold 
fioleata» Tonölao 
fatesmtìtel» Xlyotíhi tante 
Tatelto* l ito te  
fan» Toesssiohi 
Yanátea» Históo 
Tanatea» ’ iyoteex»
fate» Kyetee 
TOtotigtLehl» r«y 
forano te , «ïâ Uao 
ferontoh!» ^meatìne 
Toba» Tentate» >rirth 
feda» Iteüteo 
Yodo» Jam e Ybteîo 
Teoloha* Ton 
f  «mia» George H» 
fawEserl» Hinoe * . 
feostsm» Y&eteo 
fauno» GhlftAm 
%«ÉÉf Annabel!© ff|tea$* 
©piteara, fo t «oro 
fétaape» ïïlendtel 
Yamda* Mietet?»
Yhanrwto» 1&sGtee1 
Ttengimra* fipthl emergo 
Tazoaaeki» Myfteo 
TanasMro,
Tanagl» *%toiehl 
Tonetoio* SototM 
Teehlda, fideo 
To stellte» Mateo 
Topinera» % a  
Te Knieten» Oeosge 
YceMrro* Ml sao 
îdii»a® Moyo
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WAR HJSLOCATXON AUTHOR t  
CENTRAL UTAH PROJSOf 

M i  UTAH
SpNtti presented b ;t Topmi City High 8tho<A
Ur* fc&g&o Mill mm. ¿ton« Blt 1948

WE MUST BUILD MEN TO MATCH OUB MOUNTAINS 
Tart X (EVACUATION! a student*« study)

This occasion signifies the successful completion of one 
pha«e of a Ilf« *«  development# This milestone provide« ue with 
a convenient opportunity to look bask and to evaluate ourselves*

£  I t  is  evident that ee oust apply the experiences of the
past to shape the mould to build men to match our mountains* Our 
experlenoeo of the past year# of course, outweighs any single 
factor la making this evaluation* The desired measurement would 

require a proper answer toi how much has evacuation effected u«t 

An Inventory of ourselves must be taken now eo that we may better 
plan and prepare oureelves for the task before ue« After a year 
in our new environment we can apply sufficient objectivity and 

^  observe ourselves as we are today an as we were before being up» 

rooted from our former home«*
The story of our pre-war selves la  baeieally a sociological 

problem, common among the second generation.minority groups* Un* 
knowingly, we straddled a so-called fence* That le , in our case, 
we stood on the border line that separated the Orient from the 
Occident* We lived in the midst of a perplexing mixture of two 
cultures, where we were neither completely oriental nor yet tot» 
ally  Occidental in our habits, customs, mores, ete* f t  oonsldersd 
ourselves Americans! but the extent of our Americanisation, we
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realised a o«| more or In«» hod 1%« beginning end ending «Uhls tho 
spheres of our Softool«, and their immediate periphery«

America1s declaration of oar «lift Japan end it« eubsecuent in« 
voluntary evacuation left ue in a state of utter bewilderment, and 
frustration« Wt had accepted with a staple faith the cherished 
American ideals and dogmas, as tau^it to us by our superiors and 
educators« Our aeeeptanee of our birth-right sitissnship was not 
too different from others« Vs also believed in the security of* 
fared an American, guaranteed by the Had, white and Blue« The 
evacuation, therefore, created an ineaplieable inconsistency with 
the American ways as we had learned them# Doubt wae east upon our 
security and future in America# As s result, no one wss completely 
immune to some pange of bitterness and depressed melancholia« Thie, 
fortunately, was a transitory state and with the return of reason 
and understanding these emotions were forest to yield« On the debit 
side, however, in tome of ue s residue! effect remained to manifest 
Itself in various unhealthy forms«

In the worst form w# find those who have mads their emotion« 
their obsessions* The aeoeptanee of the attitude of antagonism is 
s mechanical solution, a oonfsssion of immaturity« But how effort* 
less, it appears, to restrict the sens# of logic end rapines it not 
only with antipathy, but also with rsoalsitmnos« Unconscious of 
their own presenoe as evacuees, they became ensnared In their own 
irrational prcjudielsms*

furthermore, scepticism was a natural oensequenee of our early 
frustration«, but scepticism can se eaelly be abused as destructive



tir. Uas&o Ashlaasa topas flit?  Hlgh Seheol

spalala** Qn ons tend» ss ss# s  di spia/ ef flastepant» oarsfree» 

lrrespontible» bsharlor. On tte otte* hindi ss resegáis* thoss 

sharssterlstlet of despenden©? reflectad ln  tte  socd ©f apath? ote 

la d if fs n n is i l u k i n i  l i  pttrpose or s is»

Our « i m y  st thls polnt would te Inoo^lolo lf ss ihould oslt 
s referente to ss admirable grsup asong ss sho teso suocsssfull? 
oonnrlsd s negative sltuatiea lnto s positiva one* 1 refer to thoss 
sho» slth s oonstruotlve ala» approaeted tte probles with optlslss 
sad sn opon slnd* Ths? teso rssllssd tte sstssl eontext of ths 
situati os aad oonstrusd it la realistlo terse* la su oh s say» s 
faalllarlty slth ths ooaespt of ths solsstlfio asthod esa established* 
tisis» lnstead of detrlaeatal eyaieisa or aatagonles» a tealthy at» 
tltuds tosard t t e l r  posltion sas rsaeted* ln thsir sfforts to hurdls 
sash obstada» tte? tese bsttsr preparad ttesselves for that stssp 
ellsb to tte amistáis topa»

ThttSt ss sss that evaeuatlon has had varylng degrees of sffsot
upon us« ths seaory of our exponíanse* is lndsllbls« But nos that
ss baos dsflaltsl? that our futura and goal is hlgh atop sosa ¿seri*
san smistala» ttess sxpsrlsnoss aust te utili sed to our advantage*
tte significano* of our stud? sssss to lis in ths fast that se osa as
loager tak* thlngs for graatsd) but sore importaat that es aro eos»
pallad to develop thoss ssthods diidh ara eonduelve to tesa objeet»
Isa thlnklng* In eonflnlng our thoughts to ths aetual reali stia
oontsxt of ths sltuatlon» our personal pitias and illusor? si sisas
sust te abaadoasd« Sartia» It appears, sxlst tte prlsar? requisite**

*

lf ss ara ts te sta to oops slth our sountalas» lt 1# asaetear? that 
se read? ourselve* nos» t m l i U i  and ph?slsall?» for that losg and 
arduous oliste
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OUR BARRIERS

Abraham Lincoln, George Washington Carver, Florence Nightin­

gale, — each had barriers to conquer* These renown figures bridged 

the obstacles that surrounded them and for that attained their 

greatness* To us, our obstacles are obvious and plentiful, and 

probably greater than those which faced any other graduating group. 

We face a war-tom world of racial intolerance, of misunderstand­

ing, of misinformation and of confusion.

As we commence in a new phase of life, each of us is in quest 

of a goal. In our ascent to the summit many obstacles will ob­

struct our paths or views. Only by surmounting the lesser barriers 

will we be able to reach our goal. Whatever that goal may be, it 

is the summation of the lesser obstacles. With that in mind, I 

shall broaden on the common stumbling blocks.

Firstly, we are confronted by the barrier expressed as the 

"evacuation mind." Our confinement is prone to lead us to the 

feeling of reckless i responsibility and the sense of rank injust­
ice. Ambiguity and then distrust in the constitution and its 

government will be aroused* The biased opinions which encompass 
us concerning our predicament can create apathy, prejudice, and



antipathy* We must stave off these emotions and attitudes which 

make up the barrier - the evacuation mind*

The celerity of the events of the last year as well as the 

conclusion of our formal education has thrown us in a state of 

bewilderment and confusion* This state of confusion can be identi­

fied as a second barrier* Perturbation dims our vision* Tempta­

tions such as the dazzle of money and notorious reputation entice 

us* We yield readily to them* When handed a golden platter, we 

are inclined to accept impetuously. Impatience can down us.

When the chance to take the easy way out occurs, we are more than 

likely to go after it aimlessly. The moderation of our reactions 

to temptation, impatience, and the easy way out, will facilitate 

the overmatching of the barrier - confusion*

Statements like those made by the Dies Committee such as the 

implication that 10,000 of us nsaboteursw are being released from 

the ten centers frighten us when they are cast at us in our frus­

trated condition, and lead us to a third barrier - fear. Though 

they may be the words of a few, we fear without adequate reason­

ing what serious consequence those words will bring to us. Will 

the uneducated community become illiberal? Will they look upon
/

us as quislings? Yes, fear has its claws *

A fourth barrier is the prevalent feeling of mental laziness* 

It can lay a firm hand on us* We have come on a ladder of knowl­

edge and are now on the rung which spells completion of high school 

education symbolized by a diploma. That diploma can serve as a 

key to the door of opportunity. Conversely, we can let that dip­
loma signify the completion, utter completion of education* Some
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have today reached the top of their ladder# They see no further 

need for education. There are wider horizons to conquer, yet, 

they are contented with their present position. All education and 

character development ceases and the slow process of degeneration 

begins. This trend of thought reminds me of a few lines which I 

once read. »Those who stay in ruts have but to switch the last 

two letters to get the result - rust.» Simple, but that characters 

izes the barrier called mental laziness.

A fifth barrier is the ubiquitous one*termed prejudice. Our 

nation was founded because of the religious prejudice abroad. Men 

in the annals of history have suffered from prejudice. I have al­

ready mentioned George Washington Carver, a recent Negro scientist* 

He felt the sting of racial prejudice. As members of a minority 

group, we cannot evade the barrier of prejudice. We must learn to 

face it and become its master.

Our present quandary is a temporary one. To be prepared for 

the future, we must recognize that there are major barriers. In 

character-building we might say that opposition or hindrance is 

almost indispensable if unusual strength of character is to be 

developed. Instead of giving way to the lesser barriers, we can 

let them act as a stimulus for far greater effort. The greater 

\ the obstacles that we surmount, the more useful we will prove to 

the world of tomorrow,
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*m MOST HAVE, vm TO MATCH OUR #00ffTAZ88"

Mr« Chairman, Ladles and Gentlemen*
At this crucial hour of stress and strain, In this chaotic 

world of (Kirs, we graduates, the youth of Today, Men end War«, 

the builders of Tomorrow, step forward to endeavor to surmount 

that mountain of fears, prejudices and confusions* The time has 

cone at last, for us to take cm new? responsibilities In helping 

to create a more democratic universe*
Our other speaker, Mr* Ashlrawa, has told us how our char­

acters arid personalities developed due to the evacuation, ho& 

some of us were swayed by emotionalisms, bitter with preconceived 

commitments against the Caucasian Americans, and bewildered and 

confused by the paradoxical predicament we were Involuntarily 

thrusted into, and how some of us became cynical of a democratic 

future because what we had believed to have been our rightful 

heritage wits suddenly seised from us*
We find that our antagonisms and aversions were baslcly 

caused from Fear; a fear crushing our sense of logic and driving 

us to irrationallrations, so intensified, that we were beaten to 
abjectness before we even began our fight against discrimination 
and exploitation*



Our confusion was the result of our gullibility to runor® 

and malicious propaganda* Hot because the matters and issues will eh 
concerned us so vltally were incomprehensible* but rather because 

of our negligence to scrutinise the ambiguities of these Issues*

Until we liberate ourselves from the precarious barriers 

deeply rooted within ourselves* we will continue to depreciate In 

our dilemma* Remaining uncompromising in our Irrational opinions 

and refusing clarifications on doubts* by not submitting to dill* 

gent evaluation* we will enslave our minds from clear conceptions* 

And if our minds cease to be free* so will our world cease to be 

free*

But we do realise how perilous these developments of anti« 

p&thies* emotionalism and perplexities are*'thus it is our responsi« 

bllity to eliminate these* It is our responsibility to look upon 

our frustrations and confusions with detachment and objectively; 

not to succumb to ambiguities« It is our responsibility to over« 

come Fear if we are to regain the securities we lost* It is our 

responsibility to rid ourselves of prejudices for they obstruct 

our progress in surmounting the mountain of our mental barriers*

It is our responsibility to unit# in the common fight « the fight 

for the freedom of Man*. It is our responsibility to build anew* 

constructing a more stabilised future* based upon our strong con« 

vlotlons and determinations*

to you* our parents and to our educators* we give assurance 

that we will take these responsibilities unbiased in our thinking* 

fearlessly end with a clear mind for it is our obligation to you* 

and to a democratic world to conquer the summit of our mountain of 

prejudice* fear m d  confusion*
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INVOCATION

Almighty God, Creator and Ruler of the universe, Author of 

aXX values, Fountainhead of laws* wiadon ana knowledge* compas­

sionate Guide and Inaptrer of men to achieve the heights of reason 

and accomplishments j we call upon Thee to bless this Important 

occasion when the members of the first graduating class of Topes 

High School will receive their diplomas in acknowledgement of the 

satisfactory completion of their course of studies*

Be with each on® of then as they go forth in life, sose to 

more advanced studies, some to seek their places In the economic 

world, so that they night be fortified against all dangers that

assail their minds end spirit* Implant in their hearts the 

strong sense of the sac redness ¿*nd the dignity of their future 

callings in trhiclt they shall be folio?— workersf laboring to make 

this nation great* Give them the asiple share of the essential 

virtues, patience, perseverance, courage that will enable them to 

isake the best use of their learning which they have gained in 

school and thus to be enabled to achieve success in life* In 

times of difficulties, sorrows, and disappointments be Thou their 
consolation and strength« so that they m y  not sink Into the slouch 

of despair, but rise again to greater determination and confidence#



Guide them to enrich their liven «jLth the abundant treasure# of 
art* culturef knowledge, fellowship and Religion#

We thank Thee for the leaders and teachers, of Topas, m o d e m  

pioneers who are seeking to make In the wilderness of sand and 

sagebrush a haven of peace and learning# Who in spite of the hand!«» 

caps of rations, priorities, shortages, in spite of the handicaps 

of unfriendly criticisms and interference; in the face of new and 

unexplored circumstances have the courage and the faith to level 

the wilderness of discrimination and misunders tending and plant 

the green vendure of a new and greater democracy, Justice and love# 

'Finally, Lord, we pray for a better world of tomorrow* a >orld 

of righteous peace and real brotherhood In which these graduates 

of today will be cltisens and co~builders#

May the benediction of Thy rich grace be over them and over 

all the friends and disciples of goodness and light# ¿men*


