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U.S. Employment Qempensation Commission, that no official spokesman for the
farm workers had come forward, that the entire farm crop must be harvested,
adding the following ultimatum:

"If the farm workers are not interested enough in the seéttlement of
this problem to send official spokesman to the administration by 8:30 a.m,
October 21st, it will be necessary for the WRA to request harvesting by the
Army and consequent loss of the crops to evacuees, l/

(By "loss™ Mr, Best means only the loss of food; colonists obtain
no money and get no compensation from the sale of these farm stuffs).

So far as can be deteimined, this untimatum brought nc response
from "official ‘spokesman," The reason fpor this delay on the part of the

colonists is/clear, /The meeting of October 17 indicates that the orgenize

ing group, the Daihyo Sha Kai, had yndertaken a/formidable and time consum=

ing amount of organization and invegtigation, /[AInformant K, a loyal evacuee
sent from Tule to Gila on November/ 8, explaingd the situation:
"They yere not prepared tg make their/demands. They were trying to

figure out the proper approach, | They wanted to ask each block's opinion
getting +th¢ir channel work domg™ 2

Contpoversy over Pyblic Funeral

Wheﬁ Kashima's death was announced,/ the Daihyo Sha Kai decided by

\
blogk conJent to attend and make an oceasion of his funeral, The intensity

oj public,sentimen‘c at this 'i:i1;1e is well illustrated by the following remarks

mgde by ML one of the represéntatives:
§
|
! "The figured the peopie who got hurt (when the truck turned over)
rﬁpresented the whole center|,.. They knew they couldn't all get in (the
Wmnnaslum) but they wanted to give him an honorable funeral because he

represented all/of us."é/
Shizue/Kei and George| Kurdtomi, as members oévthe Negotiating co*ﬁittee,
| now approic od Mr, Best and #sked permission to use %he high school gymnasium
for the fumeral, While Mr, Bést was still undecided,/ another group came forward,

1/ Tulean Dispateh, October 21
_/ Report, Dec, 24, 1943, p. 12.
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On October 14, a speeding fire truck answering a call turned overe.

Three firemen were seriously injurede This was followed two days later

by a far more serious accidente A farm truck carrying at least 29 men

oy

turned overs The account published in the Tulean Dispatch of October 16,

agrees in every important detail with the statements of informantss

TWERTY=NINE FARM WOREFERS INJURED IN SECOND ACCID
Soft Shoulder Beside Road Causes Truek to Overtum

Five residents were seriously injured and twenty=four
others were treated for minor injuries yesterday afternoon
in the second major accident to occur in the project within
& woeke The ori “ieally injured workers weres Tatsu Kashima,
Toshlo Yamada, Kensaburo uawacla, Tom Nakao and Takeshi Takagi.

The extent of the injuries was not known by the hospital
at the time the paper went to presss Passengers with minor
injuries were immediately sent home following treatments.

While speeding along about thirty miles per hour on
the newly oanstruo ted highway to the project farm, a truck
£illed with farm workers turned over near the chicken farm
when the driver attempted to pass a slowemoving truck. As the
truck was overtaking the front vehicle, the hind wheel slid o
the loose gravel )ordor:.r:; the highway and struck a soft shoulder,
causing the Ford stake truck to turn over. Five passengers were
pimmed under by the rolling wvehicle.

The workers were returning to the projeect farm to harvest
the mature cropse The accident ooccurred about two miles
northwest of the conter on the road to the farme

The driver of the illefated truck was H arry *‘aruno,
formerly of I eart Mountaine. Further details of the mishap will
be published in the Tuesday issue.

The colonists blamed WRA bitterly for placing these men's lives in
the hands of the supposedly reckless driver, a boy 18 or 19 years old.
This sooond accident dissolved the restraint which had hitherto held
overt expression of resentment in checks The following day no farm
workers appeared for worke The so=called farm strike had begune The

only information €n its instigation appears in a letter translated from

the J apanese which X placed on his Sociological Journale "I don't
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now the details yet, but I understand that the strike started when one
Kibei hed mede & speech to the farm workers that they should not go to
work urtil the Administration ammounced what they would do to these ine

K . -
jured personss” ',

Soveral remarks made by ordinary residents sevoyal months later

indicate that the general cusp foeling at the time of the farm accident

and the strike way not uniforms From ¥, an intelligent lNiseli blook manegers

"I sald, "Why didn't they put in some liocensed drivers Who does
the truck hiring? loos the placement officer put anybody in? Did the
head of Placoment have experience in that fleld?

I didn't blame them for striking. lefore we came here they
sald they had rof;uosteu e regular Army truck (to transport farm workers).
They had suggested it “mJ tires and they couldn't get it. In Notaber
it'e protty cold to ride in an open truok."”

From 0, & Eibei blook manager, strongly inclined to & policy of
peace, order, obedience to the Administrations

"They said strikee That time wo had so many aores from which
to got vep otaolos. I don't seo any reason in a way w’ny they should quit
worlding, since we pgot so mmoh promct..ve stuffe They could consult WRA
offioials w ile ¢ hca:,-'ro workinge They could talk mmew:. of guite If
the conference didn't go through, ui.ej, could guit."

From "I", an intelligent practical young man, very antieadministration:™

"I folt that the people on the i‘am at that time wore more or
loss unreasonable in striking because they could have kept on working
and watohed a satisfactory megotiations to be ;ut through before auri!.:in(_‘-
They Jjumped the gune It was brought on by high pressure speakers." 5‘{

From these and other statements it is apperent that altheugh a camp
wide sentiment that somothing ought to be dome about the accidents existed,
approval of the etrilke iteelf as the wisest step to take, waus not overly
gtronge Satisfactory information on what took place in the cclomy in
the next fow days is 4 possible to obtains lowever, the two accidents occ-

ouring in two days caused such indignation that a group of eoloni gte dotere

mined to take actione

1/0ate 245 peTe
Hotes, April, pe 20
Ibld. De 22
Ibid, pe 30
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Nothing positive is lmown of the preliminary organization of this nuclear
groupe There appears to have been a preponde-ance of segregees from
Joerome. Immediately after the farm accident they proceeded to organize
tho colonists with remarkable speed. Their first overt act was to suge
gest the sclection of representatives from each of the blocks. Represens

tatives were accordingly elected or appointed from each block and the

body thus formed was known as the Daihyo Sha Fei, _]/ or the Blook

Representativess The Administration at this tine was completely ignorant
of how this wag dones The Japanese, however, regardless of whether they
supported this body or not, are in unsnimous agreement, that after the
farm accident, an amorphous, apparently selfeappointed group, asked
the people in block meetings and at mess to seleot block representatives.
Me, one of the men eleocteds
"The block representatives were elected by the peoples

I was voted ins It's a big responsibility and you stick your neck
oute I'm acting for the peoples"”

Ne; & block manager, ostensibly neutral, but actually somewhat pro=
Daihyo Shas

"The Dalhyo Sha were all elected after the sogrepgees came ine
They were elocted alter the farm accident.

Mree Oda, wife of a block manager not sympathetic to the Daihyo Sha:

"They came from the farm inoidents They may have been started
already before that (this statement prompted by Re H.) After the
acoident and before the funeral we were told to got a represene
tative froc.. each blocks I don't know who wes behind ite At that
time the people wanted to get together and speel to the Project
Directors" §/

ir. Oda, block manager, stands for peace and orders

"In this block I think they held a meeting end appointed a
man for block representative. They thought he was capables But

1/ The literal Japanese translation is "Negotiating Committee™.
Notes, March, pe. 62
Notes, March, pe 4
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somo blocks elected theme There were €63 representatives in the
orgenizations"

I+, sympathetic to Daihyo Shas

"All of the respective people in the block elected thems ese
It was just a case of whioh representatives seemed most able.
After every meeting the representatives always came back and at
supper called for silences They'd take Ayes and Nos for any
question then. If there was no time in ness they'd call a speocial
reoting at nighte." 2/

"What you call the block representatives always existed even
previous to the trouble. Out of those that were representatives a
lot relocated and new comers were elected to take their placess
But there were quite a few old ones and that's one of the reasons
why the people got so burnt upe The name, Daihve Sha was first
heard after the trouble (farm accident) «es Under that title they
tried to carry on the first negotiations.

"It was definitely decided by block comsent to attend the
funeral, and make it a project wide affair by the Negotiating
Cemnitteo.” 8/

Ire Yosurura, member of the Co=op and definitely opposed to Daihyo
f€ha, made the following statemonte He has pro-administration leaningss
Cnly oce other informant, Akitsuke who is also antieDaihvo=-Sha also

oriticised the fact that the committee was ohlefly composed of persons

&

who were not old residents of Tule Lake. There may have been some oritioia;/

in Vovember, but this is doubtful.

"It was done this ways I'm from Minidoka. Quite a few other
people camo from different parts of the country and were mixed up
in my blook, quite a few {rom Jerome, Gila, Heart Mountain, Topas
and Poston, and a few that stayed here. They wanted to elect somes
one %o represe=t our bloocks I didn't Imow anybody but from Minidoka.
8o we had to do somethinge lNaturally we elected someone from y
Minidokae. The result is more people from other centers got elected.
These representatives went to meet and elected someone among
the representatives to negotiate with the government. lNobody knows
oexactly who thoy were. Probably they were eleoted by pressure
group mothods." i}/

1/ Ibide, pe 88
Notes, Foebe, pe 13
flotes, Mars pe &9

._./ Hotes, Fobe pe 27




Controversy over rublic Funeral

When Kashima's death was announced the Negotiating Committee
sent representatives to Mr. Best asking that he grant the use of
the High School auditorium (also called the gymnasium) for a

public funeral for Kashima and that he or some other member of the

appointed personnel attend and make a speech of condolence.l Some

informants say that this public funeral had been determined by
block consent., The intensity of public sentiment at this time is
well i1llustrated by the following remark by M who 1 ter became
one of the representatives:

"They figured the people who got hurt (when the truck turned
over) represented the whole center, . . They knew they couldn't
all get in (the gymnasium) but they wanted to give him an honorable
funeral because he represented all of us."

According to Opler, Mr, Best, was at first inclined to grant
this request. While he was still undecided another group headed
by Mr, Takahashl came forward, stating that they, rather than the
Kai-Kuratoml group should be given charge of the funeral, that they

S Takahashi's group

would be able to keep things under control.
implied that the Kai-Kuratomi group were radical, Takahash i was
one of the trustees of the fund which was gathering money from

the widow., fe was also member of the Dalhyo Sha Kal; gnd an
unsuccessful candidate for the chairmanship; later he resigned and
became advisor to the opposition group. It appears he attempted to

undermine Kai and Kuratomi's control of the Daihyo-Sha almost

immediately,

lSee Pe o

ﬁNotes, Mar., p. 63.

S4bid., p. 57.




Both the Kai-Kuratomi group and Takahashi's group were cautious
and secretive in the extreme as to thelr exact origin and their
connections, beyond insisting that they were the representatives
of the peopls.

Best made an effort to meet Takashashli's group, sending repress nta-
tives to certain barracks when requested, but the plan miscarried.t

Mr, Best did not know which group to believe, The Daihyo-Sha

Kai resented his refusal to accept them as legitimate representatives,
but did not choose to expose the foundations of their organization.
Opler states:
"The Administration was aware of a group. The representa -
tives of it would come to talk to Best. They didn't feel it
was necessary to tell the Administration how they had come to
exist or who ghey were, 7They were pretty much organized from
the inside,"
Eventually Best decided that he would give neither group the
use of the auditorium., This was interpreted as a rude and heartless

act by many colonists. It aroused great resentment and strengthened

the position of the Daihyo Sha.

I. says:

"Mr, Best, in view of the fact that the crops were yet
to be got in and that the farmers had not as yet returned to
work, saw fit to refuse the request of the sald committes.,

This, as you can see, wgs the act that sowed the seed for
what was to come later,"

somewhat pro-Daihyo Sha man sald:

"I heard kal and Kuratomi went to Best and he okeyed the
use of the school., dJust before the day of the funeral he turned
around and said No., Who was the cause of 1t? They say Takahashi.
When Best refused the Auditorium the people resented 1t,"

1Notes, Feb. p. 20
2Notes, Mar. p. 25
3

4Notes, April pp. 21, 21.
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meetinF tHEt meetinges~f o—sh.loh-minute s ape-not—aveil 40Te"Nad“been
88 A batwesen=Oetobstidiisand-Octobenedd. Undoubtedly.certain commit tees
kad-boen-very active, - Unfertunatelyy=the-reports=ol these.committees
were not available—for. transletion, so.analysls must rest on the
discussion-which followodjthe committes ‘Heports,

Chairman Kuratomi announced. that-he had received a written

memorandum. from the Projsct Direcior giving -the Dgihyo Sha Kal

official-recognitiony —If the minuteg are-correctiy - -translated

this is almost certainliy-a falsehodd. After roll waé taken it was

found that ¥5 block representati¥es were absent. /uratoml admonished

the body for this lack of intérest. From this point on the meeting

is very/interesting. Heprefsntative after representative hurled

_suggesdtions at the chainy—

Kawamuras: Colonists should be allowed to use electrical applicances
such as iron and hotplates regardless of time or place at their free
will. Space for living quarters im insufficient and the Administration
should be informed of the condition.

Sasaki: I request that cameras be permltted within the Center,
Okarura: Colonists should be paid just as much as the men in the Army.

Yamanaka: Private enterprises are prevailing within the Center, S8Such
should be restricted, koreover Co-op is handling toc many luxuries
and food stuff, which not only affects the economy of the colonists
but also encourages the WRA to be reluctant in their distribution

Of fO’)d ®

Kurihara: There is no sewing machine in this center,,..Administration
should be consulted to make such provisions W thout cost,

Nogawa: Tulean Dispateh has reports of the Imperial Headquarters'
war news, which should be disseminated.

Uyeno: It is unfalr for the Co-op to charge 5¢ for cashing Government
checks, such should be stopped.

Sel to: Lumber for furnitures are furnished free to the colonists
in Foston mmd it should be practiced here too.




_%,E?

Takeshlitas Alteration of living quarfers is lmperative, especially
in Block 59, Alaska and Mexico areas,

Kuratomi finally stopped this tide of suggestions and brouqht
the body back to a i sdunaton of UL favm oroblem.{ The fact that
pork was never served (wees—truwe), the suspicion that the products
of the hog and chicken farms were being disposed of without the
knowledge of the colonists was again brought up by Kuratomli., It

was believed that these products were being shipped out of the

o
A o,

center to the Un*ted States Army and Navy, 4

e /(.c X o Y

A

ﬂhownospite&~prcblon»was»dtscussed.xnd-T rahashl stated t}at g

the Caucasian doctors were too dictatorial; they were making the
evacuee doctors' lives miserable, This too should be taken up with
the Administration, nazama, who appears to be highly emotional
added:

"What do we care about the evacuee doctors! Their status
of whether loyal or disloyal should be cleared, If there are
13va1 evacuee doctors, we should not have such doctors, even
in case of siokness. I prefer death rather than be cared for

by loyal doctors. iasian doctors are even better." (The
floor was 1in turnoil

Kal quieted the outburst by saying:
"Kagama's and Takahashi'e opinions are evidence of their
muitual love for Japan, which I must commend, However, each

doctor's status should be decided by his own will and Dr, Hashlba
should be retained,"

Takahashi went on to urge the retention of 2l1ll evacuse doctors.
He was interrupted by hecklers and Kazama again raised his voice:
"Due to our obligation toward the One m d Only (the Emperor)...."

Kai interrupted and rebuked him:

"You have no right to hinder a representative who has a
voice in the bodg 4 advise that you refrain from such an
act hereafter,""

libid., p. 3.
24bid., p. 4.




Lawe Mr. Best referred him to the Department of Justice, Mr. Myer
and the Spanish Consule Supplementary to this, Kuratomi stated that
the residents strongly desired resegregation. lMr. Best agreed that
this would be a good idea.i¥:

Farm Accident

Kuratomi opened the discussion of this issue with a dempnd
on the part of the colonists that WRA announce that it would teke
full responsibility "in regard to these accidents" and express regret
concerning them. The people, he added, wish to know what steps have
been teken toward compensation.” Mr. Best answered that all forms of the
United States Employees' Compensation have been completed and transmitted
to that Commission.

Kuretomi then bluntly asked the reason for the inhuman attitude
of the Administration in regard to the fumeral. Best denied he had
jnhumen tendencies. Kuratomi countered with the fact that he had
refused to go or send a representative to the funeral and give a
speecL of condolenoe. The discussion rapldly disintegrated into a

quarrel, in which Mr. Best) eﬁated it was dewanded that he go and Yuratomi

denieﬁ~it§- Best stated that people were forced to go to the fumeral,
/2 °
whieh-dsse=faed; Kuratomi denied it. -After.arrogant words. on both sides,

Kuratemi—stated that-motor pool-drivers should-be-over 2l years of age.
This-is already in effect,.said-Black.

Farm Acreage

Kuratomi stated that it was the desire of the people that they
farm no more acreage than was necessary for the needs of the colony.
Best inquired if this meant they wanted no more beef from Gila.

Kuratomi agreed. Best immediately canceled a shipment of beef expected

from Gila stating that 50 days must elapse before any beef could




be procured through the Army Quartermaster. Kuratomi, apparently
unperturbed, asked for a farm committee; Best stated that he was
wholeheartedly in favor of the formation of such a bodys He also as-
sured the Committee that food had never been sent to the Army or Navy.

Publiec Schools

Black explained the proposed plan for public schools and in
answer to a direct question, stated there would be no flag raising
ceremony, and that attendance would not be compulsory.

Community Government

This is another major issue, Kuratomi stated that the people
wanted a center organization to govern and take care of the center
residents and negotiate with the Administration. The organization
of this body was to be left entirely to the center residents. Best

agreed that he too desired it, but that it must be/ completely representative.

Black  added -thabt-ib mﬁéf‘be<quite eleary-howevery that there could not

be such a thing as selfegove nment, and asked that the present

comnittee serve as an advisory committee to the Administration. Kuratomi
again used the term "central governing body" and was corrected by

Blacke FKuratomi then stated the center desired that Block lManagers

be put under the supervision of this proposed Center Committees It

ulations this could not be dones

>

was explained that under WRA reg
>

Food-Question

Kuratomi stated that the residents doubted that they were getting
their full share of poultry and eggs. Zimmer explained that since

June 22 no hogs had been slaughtered and that/all the proceeds from

the hog and poultry farms were going to mess managemente. Best intimated




From a letter in'X's Sociological Journal, Nove 20, p. 43

" & « + on November 1 the representatives made the following

demands to Director Myer and Director Best: (1) to supply each
block with brooms, buckets, mops, and other necessary items.

(2) Swindlings by the appointed personnel in the Subsistence
Department were charged. They requested to remove these crooked
Caucasians. (3) To discharge the Caucasian employee#s from the
hospitales They also charged that the money appropriated for
medicines had been swindled by the Caucasianse. (4) All the
better grade agricultural products have been packed in the

shed and sent to the outsides ’ Formerly the residents had
thought that these were being sent to other relocation centers.
Lately they have been informed that most of these had been

sent to the Armye. They argued that they should not be producing
for the United States Army. ‘

October 27 Best telegraphed Charles F. Ernst, Project Director
at the Topaz Center and » of Poston, requesting
the recruitment of farm workers to harvest the orops at Tule Lake,!
The following day he terminated the striking farm workers as of
October 19, "due to failure to report for work "2
The first contingent of farm workers arrived in Tule October 30.

It was commonly believed that Best had stated that he would take
no action in regard to the strike without notification. Many colonists

were convinced that Best had broken his word. The harvesters were

regarded as strikebreaking double=crossers. Resentment increased.

lThe Topaz Times (Octe 28, 1943), contains an interesting statement

by Wre Ernsts "In discussing the job I have been asked to find out

if there is any trouble like a "strike" at Tule Lakee. Last night

I phoned to Tule Lake and received this informationes 'There is no
"strike" or labor trouble at Tule Lake.' The residents of Tule Lake

have had meetings with their project director and have said they

did not feel they should harvest orops that were going to other centers”.

In Poston the existense of the strike was not officially announced
until Octe+ 31 (Poston Chronicle)e The workers were offered 90 cents
to $1.00 an hour. "X" states that the telegram of October 27 did not
state that a strike was in progress but did say that the Tule Lake
people had refused to harvest the crop for shipment to the "loyal
people” in other centers. X's Sociological Journal, October 27, pp 2, 10.

wan-Diepatehy-0oie..20m, 1043




A
"2« member of the Daihyo Sha saids

"The harvesters who came in were Japaneses That's what
you call the double crosse. It was just like an anti-strike.
Best stopped the work but didn't give them a chance to consider
it. He gave the people no notice of the fact that he was going
to bring in the farm workers"™ . « « « If the Administration had
put out officially that they couldn't do things (at the begine
ning of the trouble) I don't think the people would have got
so angry. But they didn't tell the people anything."

%M} Y + N ok ) : i A€ 4 o 4

"It made me pretty sore. We were trying to negotiate and
make things run smoothly. And here was a Japanese who did that.
We felt pretty bad. Those fellows staying behind were supposed
to be loyal to this countrys On the cauliflowers that were
sent in they'd write, "Sore miteka fuchusei mono," "See what
you get for being disloyal." That made us sort of « gave us
a hatred toward those fellows. The people just coming in
was bad enough."”

“u"
lguidy VA

ol 4§

Previous to all this, MMre. Best gave word that any action
he decided to take to harvest the crops in the fields would
first be made public to the evacuees and the evacuee farmerse.
However, with no notification whatever he had brought in about
90 or 100 "yes=yes" Japanese to take over the harvestinge.,e oI
thought it was kind of a dirty trick, putting it mildly."

Food for/these unpopular harvest workers was taken by night

from the warehouse which held the colonists' food. Opler stated

that the food was taken at night because the trucks were needed for
Y 2 & 4 . ) ) I s 4=

other work during the day. Evacuees noted the fact that Prucks were

driven to the warehouses, loaded with large/quantities of food and

then driven off the projects The next morning Japanese employed
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in the warehouse checked up on the missing items. According to one
informant they found 120 sacks of rice, 50 cases of milk, many cans
of corn and pineapple and much flour and catsup gone. They theme
selves never receive catsup at mess.l The fact that the food at
Tule Lake was, in general, below the standards to which the colonists
had been accustomed at other centers, and the well founded suspicion
that graft existed among the A. P, members of the Mess Division added
to the conviction of injusitces All informants agree that this
removal of food was resented most bitterly.
Says "M";

"The food happened at nights. The people didn't know about

it. We figured this warehouse was for the center._ What would
you think if people came in with trucks at night?"

"These workers were being fed from the project warehouse
from which food was being taken out at all hours of the night
end day. This led the evacuees to believe that they were being
dore out of & goodly porticn of their food. Subsequent ine
vestigation upheld this belief,."
When the news spread, and the Negotiation Committee saw that it was
widely publicized, it no doubt engered persons who had hitherto been
indifferent or neutral. When Mr. Best was approached on the matter
he is reputed to have saidy

"It's none of your business because we haven't issued these

things out to you yet, and besides we're feeding you people properly."”

The informent added, "They dismissed the case end that was the main

trouble."

lﬂeport, Decs 24, ppe 13, 21
2N0t65‘ Var.,p. 62
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remarks were made on reseg

Question from the floors
the WRA, resegregation of

Chair: We have. Because we have the inlormation by which we cen dis=
tinguish the loyal from the disloyals

Question from the floors Regardless of their present address whether
within or without the Center, they are all same Japanese. Disloyal
or loyal status should not make eny difference as far as Japanese

are concerned.




Chair: Negotliating Committee will ask the WRA to rectify your mis-
unae”standing on this matter of re-segregation of Japanese colonists.
Re-segregation does not mean segregation among ourselve The point
is to di{ide between the loyal and the disloyal in the sense of their
feeling.

Additional questions were asked: Takahashi wondered if 700
acres of farm land would be sufficient. Other members asked about
compensation for the widow and about the age of truck drivers.

'wo volces from the floor again made themselves heard:

"How will we distinguish the dlsloyal from the loyal?

and consideration should be taken"

Kurstomi answered:

"Due to the Administration's lack of understanding of Japanese
psycqology many tragical incidents may result., We have to remen ber
that we are Japaneseand are for the greater and righteous things.,
That's why we are discussing this for the purpose of unification.,"”
Tsuda: There are several colon;ste who have rejected the registration
and there are hers who registored 'yes', who at the time of re-
segregation stabbornly remained and are still with us, If we should
demand re-segregation of colonists, how should we present the protl em?
Chair: I have no plan as to the ways and means, I know deflinitely
that by the first o next year, the president of the U. 8., Ry
proclamation will recognize Japanese status as pro- Japanese,”

The Chair then proceeded with the plan for the election of various
committees and plans for the function of the farm depart-
produce, chicken and hog farm, food supply, motor pool,

hospital, better ment of living condltlons, internal security,

and education. He mentioned that Best had agreed to give the

colonlsts free reign in managing the Internal Security Departmen t.




Kozaka said;

"Wouldn't we be misunderstood if a central body is formed at-
this time without first consulting the colonists?"

Chair: No. Dalhyo Sha Kal was elected from each block by »regcommenda-
tion and this body was formed by that representative body so there
is no inconsistency.

Kozaka: I make a recommendation that block representatives consult
the colonists first before further going into the discussion of plan
for the further formation of divisional committees.

Chair: (reluctantly) Of course, it should be that way. We cannot
decide by ourselves., (All agreed)+

Kali suggested that this plan be put before the colonists at
a mass meeting. %gWamura sugzested that this mass meeting b6 \post-
poned "until we have accomplished something." ﬁai (according to
the minutved) became indignant and dema ded that Kawamurg reverse
his statementj saying, IIf there's fMll collaboration /among the

Negotiating/Committee /the Laihyo-Sha and other committees, there

should not/ be any monkey business." Kawamura reversed his statement.
Takahashi moved that the block representatives elect fitted
persons for the various posts and that the final decision should be
given to the Dalhyo Sha hal., A wrltten recommendation should be
conveyed to the colonists, This was unanimously earried,
Two days later Diller liyer arrived on the project., The Negotiat-
ing committee asked for audience with him and, according to evacues

informants, was refused,

1ib1d., pe 6+ It is most unlikely that the secretary of the Dalhyo
8ha Kail commented upon the tone used by members in making statements,
This "reluctantly" is without doubt an example of over-zealousness
on the part of the hostile translators.




The Negotiating Committee decided to make a demonstration of
public support and on the night of October 31 sent false messages
to the mess halls that on the following day Mr. Myer was going to
give a speech and the people were to come ® the Administration
Building to hear it., They were told to be as orderly as possible
and carry no weapons,

"So the representatives passed the word to each mess hall,

They asked everybody to come to the Administration Building quietly,
without sticks and without knives_in their pockets, They wanted
them to be as quiet as possible,”

"The first thing we heard was about Mr, Myer. He is coming
and we would appreciate your cooperation in coming to the administra-
tion building. I sald to myself, 'Things should be straightened
out.,? Find out the true dope of how thing's are standing.'"

"The first time I Aidn't know the object why we should go.

When I got there I find out the negotiation members were tiiere to
consult with WRA heads on the improvement of the center, . . . We
went to ths Ad., building there for four hours., After three or four
hours we find out it was for nothiig because the committee couldn't
accomplish anything,"®

When the crowd which gathered about the Administrative area
appeared insufficient, the hoodlum element eilther was ordered or
took 1t upon themsd ves to get more people out. They obtalned cars
and toured the camp, exhorting the people to come as "true Japanese"
and threatenins those who stayed away. Data are too vague to state
exactly what the threats were. The followin g statement by "I"

13 probably close to the truth except that it is doubtful that the
people as he implied were told they might be shot. The statement

13 also interesting psycholngically. Like many persons ih camp,

"M avmpathizes absolutely with some of the "demands" of the committee;

lReport, Dec. 24, p. 13

2Notes, April, p. 20.

Sibid,, p. 23.
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nevertheless, ne would not risk his skin at the demonstration.

“When this came/out, i1t so happened that tihe goon-squad
went on the war path . + . « « The people gathéred in some
blocks. In some blocks the representatives asked the people
to come because Myer was going to give a spgech, Then, when
there wasn't endbugh people there, a few members of the goon
squads got cars., They sald it wasn't safé to remain in the
bar racks and asked the people to head for the Administrative
area, I sdt tight, I figured if I'm going to get s‘ot I
can get shot here in this barracks. 2hey talked to the people
trving £o make them go, saying, 'Are/you Japanese oOr not? "l

By these various means a largeée crowd was induced to come,
nstimates of its sige vary. It may have been as many as 14,000
t6 the Administration Building./ Many went out of curiosity.
ad with this exhibition of/"public trust in the repres-
atives" Myer and Best decidaq to see the committee,
The Japanese overran the entire Administrative area; the Admin istra-
tion building was completely surrounded. Many of the appointed
personnel were panic stricken. The fears of those who had always
expected the worst of Tneﬂebloniata appeared about to be realized, ;
Some feared vane‘for thel r wiwes and children. Cﬁhtiﬁvthemeonﬂéglna:'
waswéoi;qugn Dr.uféd;éA;a'came out of theAhesp: L&l and, using
insulting language, ordered the group about the hospital © disperse,
Four or five of the hoodlum qroun foWlowed him into the hnsn}tal
2 oA AL Madidhy AL Aadhvef A
and into his offic“/A Be—etnuck,one- they iurned updn him and beat
him severely. The veriation in the verslons of this occurrence are

legion, Opler says Pedicord changed his own version every time he

was interviewed.e Two Japanese informants saild that the boys went

to get Pedicord to ask him to come to the conferenoe.5 However,

Opler says that the nurses, who were eye-witnesses, testified that

1§otes, Febe., Do
2Notos, Mar., p. 59.

SReport, bec. 24, pp. 13, 22




Fedicord came out of the hosp;tal and ordered the boys out.l

This is corroborated by M., xhe Daihyo Sha informant, who added:

"He came from the inside of the hospital and told them
to go to hell, That's why they went in, They had no authority
in the hmpital. A house is like a fortress., They stepped in
because there was reason, ag't walk right into anybody
else's house and made a stink'

1

Best and Myer ave sald to have realized that this episode was
unrelated to the demonstrat ne? However, it did
negotiations., 8Stenographic notes were taken at thi
have not yet been obtained, ,/The demands wmade to kyper an

were released by the Dalhyo/Sha Kai later. They do not appear fto

differ at all from the demands made on October 26,., except for the
addition of the request for imme ischarged the Caucasian
employees in the hospitel and the immedia ermination of responsible

WRA personnel, Ulrector Myer, however,

writer, indicated that he had been given considerable more informalon
on the graft which was supposed to be existing among the Caucasian
personnel.

18DEMANDS MADE TO0 /D, S. MYER AND R

(1) ' WRA should submit an official wri n statement apologizing to
to the colonists for there responsibllil of the farm incident.

At the same time WRA should settle with -:ncority the pending
problem to the satisfaction of its

(2) Project Director has given no expression of condolence
family of the deceased in the farm indident which is uIWJr"’Tt

(3) The inhuman attitude of the Administration at the time of the
faneral of the late Kashima 1s unpardonable,

1N0uee, Mar., P. 59

P

21b1d,, pp. 6. 62.

S0pler, loc. cit.




(4) Hospitalf Official report of agreement concerning those
injured in the accident should be made.

(5) In order to prevent future occurreénce of an incident of this
nature, plan formulated by the Administration is demanded.

(a) Absolute authority to select and appoint vehible drivers,
who must be 21 or over, by a committee selected from the
colonists should be given,

(b ) Discard all defective vehicles and purchase new ones,
At the same time increase the number,

(8) Immediate clearance of the status of the Colonists should be
made by re-segregating all those loyal to America from those who
have applied for repatriation,

(7) There is no necessity of cultivating land more than necessary
for our subsistance, Unemployment created by minimizing the area
should be given other opportunities of employment, It is absolutely
unpardonable for the WRA to ship the farm products to the Navy, Army
and loyal Japanese.

(8) Public school should re-open immediately, however, subjects
pertinent to American principle should not be taught, Only langusge
and knowledge should be the object and aim of the public school
education.

(9) Officlally recognlized centra sting body composed of
colonists! representatives Vuoald bv f) rmed, Function should be
left up to the free will of the representatives, WRA should accede
to the plan of instituting departments, as well as authority to
function as the colonists see fit,

Negotiation should be done solely with thls central

body Employment in the farm, hospital, motor DOO*, school, mess,
mess u&POhOHSG, sanitation, and Internal Security should be given
to better the condition in this center,

(10) Block Managers should come under
central consulting body.,

(11) Disposition of chicken and hog should be made clear to the colo-
nists. Fa;r means of distribution to colonists must be practiced.

(12) Improvement of latrines and shower rooms,

(13) Improvemen t of roads,

(14) Immediate construction of proches.

(15) WRA should assume responsibility for the poor quallty and

insufficient supply of food., Food for children should be given
apecial condiderstion,




(16) Responsibility of the WRA in accepting more colonists relative
to the insufficient preparation,

(17) Sole responsibility of the WRA in an event of a strike,

(18) Treatment of the colonists in accordance with the provisions
of the Geneva Conference,

These 18 demands were submitted to the Project Director and D. 8., Myer.

Immediate discharge of Caucasian employees in the Hospltal aend im-
mediate terminatiOﬂ of responsible WRA personnel,

From m.:

"Why we asked for better facilities: in the beginning o
evacuation they said, "If you're loyal and go into camp they'll
J
provide you wilth evervtnin\, clothing, and ocard You don'tl

have to worry about anything." Then you know what happened,

Faced with this bewildering list of demands, surrounded b}
thousands of Japanese, knowling that Pedicord had been assaulted,

1A i B - . " - 3
the sgcreans he hyster! v rs nd other members

he appointed persasonnel, Myer a Best were in a difficult posltion,

As Opler points out, they were co: 0 f a great paradox in the

committee's demands:

"fhe group said: (1) We represent the center; the people
believe in us. And in the same speech usually (2) we've got
to have further segregation, ”icr aretwo big groups here.

By this they meant unconsciously the minority they didn't
control, 2

They were by no means convinced that th ommittee was representative,

temporized and appeased, he id they would do what they

$ A £

! 11 - 1 &l
could,” They promised to investlgate the accusations ol graft on
the part of appointed personmol.4 What else, if anything, Myer and

- - : E > =
Best promised is not known.“” However, lmmediately alter tne conference,

some of the members of the Negotiating Committee spread the news

LNotes, Mar., p. 62

'*'r*ues, Febs, pe 20

S¥rom M,; see Notes, March, p. 62,

4gpicer's statement to X; See X's Soclological Journal, Mar, 135, p. S,
Stenographic notes of this meeting are in the record Best's

pe ﬂlssﬁon however, must be obtained to see them,




that he had promised to fire Dr. Pedigord, fire the grafters, and
see that no more food was taken from the warehouse, /M, says
he did not hear Myer mention the/food-warehouse mattor,i
After this conference which lasted from about two to four o'eclock

in the afternoon, Best and Myer made & ort addrésses to the people,
George Kuratomi gave préport of the conference
appealed to the residedts to remain calm during the negotiations
and commit no violende, Many evacuees who Wwere not present inslst

hat Dillon Myer made tain promises at this time., However, no
evacuee informa has stated that he héard Mr, liyer make any specific

promises, escept the promise to investlgate the grafting. One

evacuee preser

i8 no U &-‘b.L"U o..zJJ..
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The report of Myer's speech which-appeered In the Tulean
spatch of November 2 \deems-as—compiete—and—as accurate’ as—eny
informantle--statementt
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Myver Addrosses Local Residents at Ad, areste.

the residents met with National
Director Raymond R, Best

rresenting the requests, su gegLLo“u, and demands
of
et

colonists, seven rcp?ﬁsent%*’Vft
Director Dillon S, iyer and Froje
yeaterday afternoon,

During the conference which lasted over two hours, practically
the entire population showed their support by surrounding the

lNotes, March, p. 62,
Susns

o A » "
“Notes, April,




administration building area during the entire afternoon,

At the end of the negotiations Myer addressed the local resi-
dents over the public address system and stated that he has met
with the poople‘s delegates to discuss their representations,
Dxprecqinw utmost confidence in Director Best, liyer concluded by

sking residents to cooperate with the admlnlstxutlon in setuling
all problems,

George Kuratomi, a member of the representative group, gave
a brief report of the proceedings with the WRA officials,

In conclusion Reverend Kal appealed to the residents to remain
calm during the negotiations and not create violence harmful to
the Japanese interests.

The seven representatives will meet today and tomorrow with
the national director and the project director to discuas further
the points brougnt out in yesterday's lnltial conference.

On the addresses made by Kal and nuratomi at

v

Opler made the followlng remarks:

"A meeting was held in Mr, best's office. fhe mlnutes
that there were no completeé promises made. After the meet
there werse somv speeches, /| Kuratomli interpreted/ in Japunes
what had been decided at the meeting. 'Remember what t“
promised,’ This was followed by a speech by hailof e N;L)on
order. Kuratomi was under the influence of Kai,

The best explanation of this misunderstanding over the promlses
comea from "J" who became well accuainted with Mr, Best when he
was confined in Leuppe during Best's term /as dlrector:

"he first fault with Mr, Best 1s that he '"Yasses'! too qulck,
I found that out in all my conversations/with him, Before 1 com-
plete my conversation he says, 'Yes, I knowj Yes, I knowl' 1I'd
ike to know what he ¥nows because 1 haven't “Jle ted the sentence,

And a man th *nﬂs he has made a promise, 1wo weeks will pass
and he doean't do anything. Two wesks later you go back and he
1Yesses' you again. Unless people have eyes to see and observe
him properly, they will always take it for anVfou tlut he made

the promises. I noticed that in Moab and Leuppe,

Mr. Yosumura of the Cooperative who is definitely antl-
Dalhyo-8ha and someyhat pro-administrafion sald on February 3:




"They did ignore their promises, But you must condiden that
a few days after that there was another incident. (The November 4
disturbance which brought in the army,) Probably they would have
kept their promises if they had not been scared Mt

This brief rematk is very significant, Mr, Yosurmura puts
his finger on one of the salient factors regponsible for the Ad-
ministration's policy and its unfortunate results, If the Adminis-
tration had not been so "sgared," it id likely that the course
of events would have been quite different, Opler stated several
times that during this period thea/staff members were in a state of
panic: It was rumored that a coOuple of kibel driving a truck had
tried to run down Best'!s ¢hild., Best himself was afnald of belng
kidnapped .2

The Daihyo Sha Rgi had scored a pronounced victory, From

Nov..l. to Nov, 4 1t was at the zenith of its power. The committese

had forced the Administration to receive them as the people's repre -

AN P L4 N
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sontative body, With memarikaeble sdgacitygthe ﬁémbers had | st ewsn

tiae ?olittcal foresight | bo-waddsimedl the administration lmd com-
mitted a series of acts which progressively increased the hostility
of the ewvacuee population toward WRA, i.,e,, refusing to grant the

use of the gymnasium for the funeral, sending a photographer to

the funeral, calling in the harvest workers and feeding them with
food which the colonists thcught belonged to them, and finally,
refusing to recognize as representatives the members of the committ ee
which the people themselves had selected by block election or appoint-
ment,

The eommittes logt no time inpublicizing the\fact that Ab=had
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INotes, Fab., D, 27, |
“pccording \to Spicer and Oplers Report Ded, 24, p. 26, see also

Notes, lMarch;




conclusive evidence stpresemwc as to the extent of the support
given the representatives, Bwt that the committee had the support
of "the people' 1is admitted even by Japanese decidedly hostile to

the Daihyo Sha. Several honest, unsophisticated informants imply

that support was almost unanimous., K, the "loyal" coal crew worker

P

who left Tule, sald:

"Until this was streightened out
work. Most of the people were behind

M, who is very honest, although belng a member of the Daihyo
his opinion must be taken with reservations, said;

"At that time everybody believed in the Daihyo Sha,

because we all had one camp and were trving to 0 make it
¢ i N d
livable."

Two men who are employed in the Cooperative and are very much
against the committee's policies said:

"Kai, Kuratomi, and Kurashige?, they had done their best
for the Jam nese in Jerome. Whatever they did there was the
beat for the Japanese., The people from Jerome worshipped
and believed in him (Kai), He was honest but wisqulfod w3

"They werc supported by everybody,"4
PE J b N

Support,/ however, was not unanimous, Conservativ

the fuss /and feared the reverberations outsgide the center.

"It's really a disgysting story. I/ think gome |of the
people (Negotiating Committee) wanted poter. They day, 'We
are working for the uOOle. IL've heard a lot of rumors.

1 believe/ they're workinp for /themselveg. . . , Maybe they
really tried to bring the center better4 But thV're demands
were more like order thgn suggestinns .|/. . .The ]e“a lers had
no gelf-control themselves, There was §o0_rmch excitement , .
The| rest of the public jJust follow uyerL"

lReport, Dec. 24, p. 12
Qﬁbtes, March, p. 62
Wotes, Feb. pp. 26, 27
4Lotes, Mar,, pe. 19,
Hotos;-—HKeley, Do Ba
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"A minority does the most foolish things without any
consideration and does not know what will happen and influence
the rest of the people. 1 am deeply disappointed,

The lack of unity was deplored by those individuals themselves

-3

in favor of the strike and the stand being made against the Admi-

nistration:

"A letter from Tule Lake mentioned that there 1s no unity
for the strike on the part of the community. %The kibei are
exerting a great deal of pressure with threat of physical
violence, He wished that the whole comminity would support
the Strikeo"k

The beating of Dr, fedicord and the i £ the "Undis=-

ciplined yourg men was severely criticized.

"On the other hand, when the people came to the Adminis-
tration building they were forced f g0, On that day I saw
some of the young men drag out Dr. Pedicord, 1 was about
200 feet away. 1 didn't know who t*qt old uan was, 1 saw
him dragged and hit by a young fellow, 1 saw that his nead
was bald. I felt quite sorry. He couldn't defend himself,

1 felt they shouldn't do that kind of thing.

"1 was loocking forward for punishment on those young
people, But evidently they (the administration) di 1dntt do
anything about it, o They should have been punished., That
was a great mistake (not punishing them)., Later when I saw
Mr. Myer ne said redicord started the right, If I was there
and had any "uth-rity I would have stopped them, But with
the mob psychology they would probably have hit me , "4

Lhn" might have been goon squads but they

. Some of the representatives weren't exactly the
people wno ought to be acting as representatives.
understand that trouble can arise from a
a representative,"®

You can
fanatical kibei being

lProm a letter; see Hoport, lLec. 24, p. 25.
2X's Sociological Journal, Nov. 4, p. 5.

9The Administration tried but was unable to apprehend Lr,
assallants,
~Notes, Feb., p. 27.

JHOUOQ ”JP., Pe 39,
-uOthS, Feb.; p. 14,
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unconsciously and somtimes consciously overemphasized any

tendency.
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reooived—assurancos L ron Wi - that—thetr-denands—woulé-oo-rmet,
specifLeaTTy "that Myer had promlsed to discrarged the unpoOpular
members of the appointed parsonnel.l That this was-widely believed
is shown by the almost unanimous insistence of evacuees that the
promises were made and later broken,

Activities of bLaihyo Sha Kal immediately after Nove l.

Had the negotiations ended here, with no furtiier incident,
they might have kept control of the camp, However, the more level-

headed members realized the danger of such ocutbursts as that which

resulted in the beating of Ir, Pedicord, Efforts were made to control

the over-enthusiastic belligerent )kxeedizm group.,
announcements in the mess hells,
says:

ML ) - 1 s 2. - . 3 , Y 1 +~ <
The Block Representat 1 would come back to the bloek

4

and state that the ung fellows - those in their teens and
- 4.
|

up 2 we , tempered and tney would like them to
be quiet an ecent All the block representatives came back
to the block -'»m"ﬂ 1a still in the stockade) and said for
the young people not to take matters into thelir own hands,
This was right after the farm eceilident in October,”

18]

Nlg-statement—and the—remarks—ofotherevacuees—iuply-thaet-the
Kegotliatine-Gommitiee met-frequentIy wi TH theDIGEEK '-.'ir':nsw:c.;‘s.z

'HE CAMP POPULATION IMMEDIATELY AFTER NOVEMBER 1}
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that a wrlitten report of the deeision of the Recommending or Selecion
Comm! e disbributed in” the block xt day, The ways and
means of recommendation’were to be left ¢ ch ward. / By Monday,
s 1t was hoped’ that the Negotiating Committee would be select ed
would be/resumed,
tl
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stated that he tnink a Selection Commlittee conslsting only
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rlan 3 votes
rlan 8 votes
Plan 25 votes
rlan - 27 votes

Chair asked whether the decision was agreeable to all and the
answer was 'agreeable.'!

Yamanaka: One from each center 1s fair and square,

Tsuda: I have been in Tule Center for over a yesar but I am not
still sure of a good person, 80 we can't expect perfection at this
time,

Mohris Your statement 1s not clear, State more clearly.

Tsuda: In order to perfect the representation of the colonists, I
recommend that two be chosen from each block.

Takahashi adnered to the selection of two persons from each
center, Thus the question was put to vote and the result was as
follows:

Two persons from each center - 36

One person from each center - 17

Two persons from each center - 14
(Poston three persons)

(Ths aboves vote is ambiguous, unless the third choice means "two
persons from each center and three from Poston.")

"It was decided to procesed with the selection and all center
representatives were instructed to assemble in one group and decids

At this moment Warden Yosnio Kobayashi came in to report that
Caucasians were transporting food supplies to the outside by trucks.
Kobayashi reported through Tsuda, Suvervisor of the Wardens. Tsuda
then instructed that the license numbers of the trucks be taken
down and keep note of food stuff being taken out and report to the
supervisor at once. Ilie further advised Kobayasni not to go alone
but stop at the Internal Security and pick up thiree or four night
patrols to go along with him and he further warned to refrain from
taking rash actions by all means., Kobayashl bowed and went out.
Upon hearing this conversatlion several youths followed Ffoba:y’asahi."l

It was now past 11:30 and Takahashil suggested postponing the

livtd., pp 1 -




selection. Kal, according to the minutes "(indignantly)" insisted

that "for the sake of the Project Director and the colonists, we
should complete this selection even though it may take the whole
night."

"At this moment another youth came running in and reported to
Kai, addressing him as Sensel, that the Army had entered the Center .
Noise of the guns and machine guns, wnich broke the tranquillity
of a cold dark night, increased. Kal instructed the youths to
command all other youths to disperse before any action or injury
occurred, The youths hurried away.

The remainder of the meeting was chaotic, and probably contains
a considerable amount of interpolation by the translators. Since
the Administration regards these statements as evidence that the
Negotiating Committee was selected undemocratically they are included
here in toto:

The literary quality of this quotation and the recounting

of Kobayashi's report which is also considered evidence that the

Daihyo Sha Kal fostered the confllect at the warehnouse, dlffers

markedly from the usual tone of the minutes.

The Chair then called each divisional committee head and
suggested tnat 2 representatives from each Center should be sufficient.
As the Chair restated his suggestion, he added that one representative
should represent Manzanar, which will make the total Selection Com-
mittee, 15. Suggestion was ralsed from the floor stating that the
Chairman also should be included. The Chair continued to mention
that the selection will be made tonight and as the final step, the
decision will be referred to the colonists for thelr approval, to
which majority of the body agreed. Voice was nheard from the flonr
stating that since the GEAMLYred/WiXY/Rewe/ e/ ALEFLduIty/Srom, L)id
dBYFKYd¥4 representatives were duly elected from the blocks, elected
Selection Committee will have no difficulty from the colon*aus. j
There were number of visitors at the meetins who voiced tinat, "even
though we are not representatives of blocks, we have great faith
in the Selection Committee. We will see to it that there will be
no complaint hereafter."

Chair: At any cost, we must complete the Selection Committee by
tonight, since the colonists are so concerned of the outcome; therefore,

livid., p. 4.




I appeal to all block representatives to seriously consider this
matter. (It was put to vote by the Selection Committee chosen from
the Dalhyo Sha. Unanimous approval of the group was received.)

It was now 1:30 a. m, and the thundering roar of the tanks,
armored trucks, and jeeps rumbled near the Block 15 mess Hall.
Thereupon, recommendees' history cards were submltted to Kal by
the block representatives, uJther Selection Committee surrounded
him, as Kal personally d4id the selecting by going through each
history card by reading and acting quickly as a machine. Great
majority of the Committee was selected by Kal himself. Departmental
committees were selected by 2:00 a. m., and the meeting adjourned.

Sounds of the guns were no longer audible, however the rumbling
of the Army trucks and tanks was heard.

While this arduous task of selecting a Negotiating Committee
was being carried on, events were transpiring which radically altered
the situation and rendered all this effort vain./) A group of young
$ﬁ§3naaewwére guarding the warelhouse area to see that no more food
was taken away for the harvesters, \ About 9:50 p. m. Mr, Best sent
several Caucasians to the Motor Pool to get keys for the trucks.
Emong these men were Mr. Zimmer, Assistant Project Director end
Mr. Cahn. As the trucks were being taken out a fight started betwe en
the Caucasians and the Japanese.2 Mr, Schmidt, head of Internal
Security, called the Army for help. Then kr., Best called the Army.
Thme Army and Internal Security arrested a large group of young men
in the warenouse and closely adjoining personnel residence area or
approaching that area. All but nine of these young ien were reless ed

the same night. Some Caucasians and some Japanese ere=mepented-to

mwenesh | severely injured in tne fight.

The above account lists what is known to nhave occurred. On

every other detall there 1s disagreement; disagreement between the

livid., p. 4.
23picer's letter to Province, p.
330 Schmidt stated to the writer.




Caucasians themselves and disagreement between the Caucasians and
the Japanese,

There is disagreement among members of the Administration as
to W at use the trucks sent for by Mr. Best were to be put. All
the evacuees and mr, Opler believe they were intended to transport

1 gnd later Diller Myer in

more food from the warehouse, Spilcer,
an interview with the writer, stated that they were to be used

to transport harvesters.2 When this statement was repeated to Mr,

and Mrs. Opler, they were dumbfounded, Opler sta ed that he was
absolutely certain that / the trucks were sent for food. Said Mrs, Opler,
"Where would they go to get what narvesters?" It is difficult to

imagine where harvesters would be transported at this hour of the

nig’iﬁl U °

(This must be checked,)

Three evacuee accounts of what branspired follow:

"The only way to stop this (removal of food) was to put a
guard and then to watech so they wouldn't take the stuff away from
camp. That night, November 4, the semi-truck reached the warehouse.
S0 the joungsters got excited and started causing trouble, Some
of the Japanese got beat up. Some of the Caucasians ran away from
them and reported it to the army. Within 20 minutes the army had
moved in. They caught ten of them around the military area, where
the Caucasian staff lives. They were just ignocent bystanders and
three fo them were just warehouse watchmen,"

"Both of them (Myer and Best) promised that "hereafter there
will be no more food taken from the warehouses at night."., . . . A
few nights later a truck drew up to one of the warenouses and
demanded the watchmen (Japanese) to open up. They refused -- result:
a couple of cracked neads and martial law."

"Around midnight on the 4th two trucks loaded with food at
the warehouse tried to take them out of camp. The Warden on watch

SReport, Dec. 24, p. -
~ 1IN . © °
3Report, Dec. 24, p. 14,
4¥b1d., p. 22.




thrown at residents standing by the zone limit.

Barb wire fences are being built southwest of the hospital area
to keep the residents away from the Ad. area.

However, the facts of the inocident are being closely guarded
by the people's committees."

it in an

Residents Asked to Stay Calm, Com, Pass Resolutions.

"Prust in the actions of the resident's delegates, and do
not teke any individual actions,” exclaimed the cormittee of seven
representatives chosen to settle Thursday night's inoident « 2Five
resolutions were passed by the committee affecting the colonists!'
conduct during the following week.

) S
had to do

Wa

2, 1945 , p. 4,

"Young men are asked to be sensible and prudent due to the
present situation, and residents are asked to refrain from spread-
ing unfounded rumors, and congregating in more than five in a groupe.
That the WRA properties within the center should not be damaged or
destroyed, was emphasized by the committee resolutions.

Feted,
a4
MHe

ming permanent body (ehosen at the
e 1g

A

The resolutions were agreed upon by the representatives to
bring abrut a peaceful conclusion, and violators of the rules will
be punished by due action of the entire populace warned the
cormittee. The delegates also stated that the infractors ef these
rules are working against the peace, harmony and the well being of
the entire camp."

in the cor
saren't
tes, P¢¢ Jan
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Hankey

Center Residents Pass Regulations.

R

important pos
rg). They o

i e

The following regulations gove ning the conduet of the residents
during the ensuing period have been made up by the seven representatives
delegated by the residents and their delegates: y l/

some
meet i

l. Trust the actions of this committee and do not take any
individual actions.

who he 1d
Nov, 4th

2+ Do not congregate in groups of more than five in the open.

F

3. Do not spread any unfounded rumors.

4. Young ment Be Sensible and prudent about everything that
you doe

5¢ Do not destroy anything in the center. Leave the entire
camp and its facilities as it has been in the past.

Any person who willfully viclate these regulations will be
punished by due action of the entire populace as the infractor is
working a{ainst the peace harmony and well being of the entire camps.
: - *,_’_mw'ﬁ i S 3‘ ;:;&ll;
a A Mg 2 & - -
ainec “‘ ”Lal‘Jg,O 2’3 "T‘ITL:I was the Nepotistine * Comn {_}ee, I\O;fu,x,go&gsg n
it to0o. Vo1u1*uers were added to bring thines to s :
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ho hand en empty hand was esked to help it, The men werg ablse nanq:(eaijj /
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9. Parcels and C«0. D. will be delivered to the Block Managers.
Registered sail will be delivered at the following. place and
timee

Ward 1 9330 A, M

2 11’00 Ae M

5 10330 A

4 93100 A,

5 10800 AelMe

7 2300 P, M.

Outenine wires and messages will be negotiated again from 1:00 P.M.
L 1+ L8 r =

on-Hovenyer 6 the Daihyo She Kai-met-arminj-et-which time Kobayashi

a member of the Negotiating Committee (not the young warden who was
arrested) made the Tollowing report-on em interview with Colonel Austin

Z

1. According Colonel Austin, 10 youths are confined in the hospital,
however, they are not injurede.

2. Permission will be granted for meeting within the building.

3. Tear gas was used because the crowd refused to disperse.

4. Hospital employees will be asked to remain within the building
until the incident is under control Report emergency cases to
the Project Directore

5. In case of emergency, interviews with Authorities will be given.

6« Yo need of worry for food will be distributed daily.

7¢ Army will withdraw when Colony returns to normalcye

Following statements were made from the floors

1. There are several blocks without coals.

Some mess halls inconvenienced because of insufficient supply
of Dutech Cleansers

Toilet papers should be distributed as soon as possible.
Delivery of mail should be taken care of as soon as possible.

Disposition of gerbage should be taken care of to prevent ace

o

cumlation, which creates unsanitary condition.




Chairs Army entered the Center upon request of the WRA. Colonists are
requested to maintain tranquility as much as possible, especially the
Dai=hyo Sha representatives are asked to control the youths. In spite
of the Army's agreement to interview us at any time, it will be unwise
for us to call upon them at the present tive. Those detained by the
Army will not be permitted to return to the Center umtil they have their
hearings.

At this time a youth brought a message and presented it to the Chalr,
who read it as followss As far as known up to date, those injured in the
incident are Hayashida, 23; Nakamura, J. 40; Todoroki, 28; Kobayashi, 59;
Marubashi, 4 2; Kodani, 483 Yamane 273 Ogasa, 383 Tahara, 43 and five
others whose names are unknowne l/

Next Kuratomi reported on qpxinterview with the Spanish Consul

which took place November 2. -Tha-Spaaésh—Gﬁnsui“hEﬁ”pfbniseé to do

- what_he could. omthoahcspital situstisns ~ Upon pi-esentation of the Tood

supply inveﬁtory prepared by Sugimoto (witehr—tid WTlté';hitto-us*was

Spanish | Consul was very much surpriged and asked hbw he had gotten
\

hold of ite The Consul had also promised to do wh&t he could in the
\

matter ofK the términation \of the appointed personnel and lack/ of

facilitied. (furniture) in \the espartments) Lastly,.he had emphagized
that any rash or inoconsiderate action on the part of the oo#onists
would ultimately be their own responsibilitygg/(lt is doubtful that the
Consul was. us..amenable-to Kuratomi*s—sugpestions asf. this.report-implies. )
The meeting closed with the £6llowing statement by the chairmans
"We were planning to oall mass meeting but because, of several
youth's rash adtion an incident this nature occurregd, which is very

lamentable. You Daihyo Sha represantanlves are requésted to\see to it
that people refrain TrOﬂ such actions in the futtredif

l/ Minutes of the Daihyo Sha Kai of the Tule Lake Center, Nove. 6+ 1943, ps 1.




On November 6, Lt. Col. Austin issued the following proclamation

which was printed in the Tulean Dispatch of Nov. 93

"The Army having taken over control of the Tule Lake Segregee
Center at the request of WRA, strict discipline will be maintained at
all timess No outdoor gatherings will be permitteds The Commanding
Of ficer will be glad to meet with any problems relative to the administration
of this Center."

Two Japanese expressed their sentiments toward the army at this

time as followss
"¢ « « The residents are teking the presence of the soldiers

in the block nonchalantly and continuing their passive resistance.

Their attitude is 'What can't they do if we don't do enythipg

at alle We are guaranteed of food, clothing, and shelter."

"One night I went directly to the poet and asked them to stop
it (the informant refers to the soldiers shining their spot
lights on the coal workers and inadvertently blinding them).
They could have shot me. That showed that the Tule Lake guards
were very understanding. Their Commanding Officer had been
trained right « « « « During the riot they used to bring in/the
food with an escort of two jeeps, two semitrucks, and four, five
trucks. Twelve soldiers escorted the food ‘trucks. That'was a
comical sight. Like the old Chicago gangster days."

The immediate effect of army control upon the general population
was a series of hardships and inconveniences. Mail delivery was held
up until November 9. The delivery of milk and baby food was seriously
curtailed. People rushed the Cooperative stores to stock up for the
lean days ahead. The shelves were soon emptied. The army confiscated
the Tulean Dispatch's mimeographer and typewriters on Nove 11, but
returned the mimeographer two days later. The greatest hardship was

the stopping of the distribution oOf coal. K. says:

"Then from the fifth to the sixth of November people began
hollering about there not being enough cocale There was no milk.
Only the seven-months-old children were getting milk through
the warden's office. Children over seven months old were going

1X'e Sociological Journal, Nove 20, p. §
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best not to override the Negotiating Committee., He complained that
he had been threatened by a man named Yoshiyama because he (Yamatani )
was not supporting the Negotiating Committee sufficiently.

Yemetanis. . o I have been doing my best to contact the Spanish
Consul to visit this Center. Yet, my integrity has been doubted
by some Negotiating Committee which I just can't stand for.

Kawamura: Do you object to the attitude of the Negotiating

Committee?

Yemateni: Yes, especially when my integrity is looked upon with
doubt. It is intoleratle.

Yamagata: As one of the Coordinating Committee members, my
opinion is the same with Mr. Yematani's.

Kewamura: 1 feel the same way. Colonists bring all their com-
plaints end grievences to the Coordinating Committee just be-
cause the Negotiating Committee members are hiding. They don't
realize that we have no authority to negotiate with the Ad-
ministretion or the Army. On top of that we are regarded with
suapicion, that I, for one, thought of resigning.

Yamatani:; I understend how Mr. Kawamura feels since I feel the
same way. However in due time, the Spanish Consul will come
here. Until that time, I wish you would refrain from re-
signing.

Toshio Shimonishijwas appointed as official messenger of Kai,

Kuratomi, Hayashi and Kimura, the hiding members of the Hegotiating
Committee. However, Yamamoto, a member of the Negotiating Committee,
questioned the authority of these hiding men, stating that they had

no authority to give instructions from hiding. He felt that as a

vV

member of the;Negotiating Committee he should have been consulted. .
A "voice from the floor™ added to the confusion:

"By their action (hiding Committee) I don't think there is any
necessity of maintaining the Co-ordinating Committee. Why

doesn't the Negotiating Committee come out and take the initia-
tive in the negotiation with the Administration and the Army?"2

lyinutes of the Tule Lake Center Daihyo Sha Kai, Nov. 16, 1944, p. 1.
2

ibid.




Shimonishi: (the messenger) Even though you (the group present
claim that you are giving your utmost support to the Negotiating
Committee, there are some Daihyo Sha who are spreading irresponsible
statements egainst the Committee, which peeves the Committee very
much, ,. The inconveniences we are subjected to sufferat this time
are for finel vietory in the near future.

Voice from the floor: What do you think you are? Go back and
tell those spineless Negotiating Committee to come out and work
together with the Coordinating “ommittee. In spite of bad re-
putations, we are doing our utmost for the Daihyo Sha's_mission.
You have no grounds upon which you should complain nows

The policy and outcome of the status quo policy was questioned:
Watanabe: Could you explain to us fully the policy and the object
end if possible, the consequence of status quo. To what extent
will the colonists benefit by it?

No answer was given by the Chair.

Shimonishi: The policy of status quo has been duly approved by
those Negotiating Committee. Regardless of the outcome you are
held responsible to uphold it,

Kawamura: Is there any possibility of satisfying the colonists
who are complaining about status quo, but still uphold the
policy, I have no objection to stick to it. However, I think

this is an impossibility.

Yamatani: Somehow gur only hope is to wait for the arrival of
the Spanish Consul.

After bickering at length over what status quo implied and whether
they were bound to suppcrt it the members came to no decision.

Even when the possibility of a prejudiced translation is discounted,
this meeting shows a leaderless, puzzled group with most of the mem-
bers incepable or afraid to take any initiative, distrusting them=-
selves and the hiding leaders. "I their distraction they pin their
one remaining hope on the arrival of the Spanish Consul , as a prelude

to resuming negotiations with the Army and WRA.

lipid., p. 4.
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On November 29 Kai and Kuratomi presented an ultimatum from the -
Negotiating Committee s#hich had been drawn up fof the residents{,"
signatures. The sifnatures were not attached to the copy giyén the
administration. , kThis appears to have been' the secopd of two petitions;
the first was’ initiated about the second’ week in Nov;mﬁer.) This
document laya the blame for the incidént that brought ebout Army
occupation on the Administration fér refusing to éeed the committee's

request that no more food be takKen from the wdrehouse and \states that

Best's excuse, that Caucasigh personnel weye in danger of being

kidnapped, is false.

RESOLUTIONS PERTAINING TO THE COMPLETE AND SATISFACTORY SOLUTION
OF THE INCIDENT BEGINNING NOVEMBER 4, 1943 WHEN THE U. S. ARMY
TOOK POSSESSION OF THE TULELAKE CAMP, NEWELL, CALIF.

3 o o e ok e o ok s ok S ke ok ok ok o ok e ol sk ol ok sk o ok ol ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok

Whereas, the negotiation committee, which wes duly elected
by the block represeatatives who were in turn elected by the block
residents is our sole mean of conducting negotiations necessary for
the well being of the residents of this center and especially in
view of the faet that we, the residents of this center, give our
undivided support to the above mentioned committee, and,

Whereas, we, as the residents of this center know that the
present situation was caused by the failure of the WRA Administrators
to heed our request not to take commodities out of the center warehouses
in the middle of the night, and,

Whereas, Mr. Reymond R. Best, the Project Director, gave as his
excuse for calling in the military that a group of center residents
threatened to kidnep the Caucasian personnel, which statement is a
plan false. As a result meny unnecessary arrests have conducted.

Therefore in order to bring this unfortunate inszident to a
satisfactory and complete solution we, the center residents, feel
that we must put forward the following resolutions to express out
unqualified support of our representative committee.

RESOLUTION

1) Not to enter any negotiation with camp administretors other
than through our negotiation committee.

To demand the wholesale resignaticns of the WRA appointed personnels,
who were here prior to November 4, 1943. 4 |

B &




interpretation was stated as follows:

These names, furnished by more than one group without
solicitation, indicates that the colonists are beginning to get
certain people's numbers and are in the mood to transmit that
information both from group to group in the colony, and more
significantly to Caucasian officialdom. The Army Intelligence
officer, Capt. Hartman, reports the same tendency for people
in the colony to point the finger, which he says, "is most
unusual for Japanese, who detest informers and suspect officials.”
Thus the village is moving ahead to & breaking of the deadlock
imposed by t?e Daihyo Shas by pointing the finger at particular
1ndiv1duals. i)

GAA R w;'»~ ’ ¢
Simultaneously the Co-op and the Civic Organlzations\pupported

the organization of a counter goon-squad, which Opler describes as a
strong arm opposition group of about 500 young men "supported by the
more moderate and thoughtful elements in the Center." These young
men planned to go in a body to the headquarters of the Negotiating

Committee and request that the remaining members of the Negotlating

I

Committee and the Daihyo Sha Kai resign.: QThere is a startling dif-

ference between the opinion of Dr. Opler on these men who contacted

the Administration and the opinions of the majority of evacuee in-
o A e

formantsA- The attltﬁde which seems particularly attractive to Dr.

Opler, i. e., that these men felt that Tule Lake was not really the

place for them, would damn them with the ordinary colonist, "Tule

Lake", said most residents is no place for people who feel like that."
Opler states:

Mr. Mayeda is here simply because his parents appealed to
him to remain with them because their other son had "forsaken
them." Since that time, they have finally come around to agree-
ment that Tule Lake is no place for him. Mr. Furakewa is also
here simply because of family reasons; as the father of five
young children, and the sole support of aged parents, he feels
he cannot go elsewhere and relocate; his father intends to die
in Japan. Mr. Shimada likewise seems to have regrets about

lipia,

2Opler's letter to Spicer, Dec. 29, pp. 4,5.




yesterday afternoon at mess 18 voted unanimously to cancel the meeting
scheduled for this afternoon at the community stage. The negotiating
committee had planned to make a detailed report to the entire residents
a8 to the proceedings of the conferences. However with the temporary
termination of the negotiations with the Army officials, the committee
members felt that there wasn't any report to be made to the center at
such a meeting.

The committee reported to the elected delegates present that
the negotiations with the Army had been cancelled because the Army
did not recognize the committee as true representatives of the people.
According to the committee, the Army felt that they kmow how many
workers were needed in each division and the WRA having worked with
the Japanese should know who should work in each division.

The entire congregation e xpressed unanimous accord that there
wasn't any necessity for negotiations if the Army had taken such an
attitude.

This humiliation was not to be endured. The army abandoned

rmevain.pelioy-~of attempiitmr to osmbeet-Ta-reul Negotiating Committee™

and, ig an effort once and for all to root the leadership out of ecamp,
ordereé{%he—arrest.e@—bho—&ego;iating:@ummithe&. Martial law was

deqlaredz a strict curfew from 7 pe me to 6 g+ me was ordered. Those
vcaﬁéured weére placed in aa;apégat.uo§oékaéewaurroﬁndad by a man;proof‘

ﬁonoowandauatch-toynrs, However, Kai, Kuratomi, Komura, Sugimoto, and
Hayas};;i; At o P v |

NG theArmy-ai-this time went-in-for wholesale tnbernments
must-be-checked: Evecuse dnformmte-tmply-this,

"Then, the first thing that happened, the darmy started to put
people in the stockade. At one time there must have been
from 1256 to 150. That is a ‘small estiméte. (The informant
is correct when he says this ig a small estimates) In this
block about six were taken. They weren't any of the block
representatives, it so happened. "The boys yanked from here
happened to be Hawaiian borne Theéy suspected the Hawaiians
because the ringleader came from Hawali. That was Kai."?2

"They toock a person and his three room mates here. Only
the room mates were just living with hime. 'But a bachelor can't
live by himself in one room. They keep taking people into the
stockade,."
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Hecklers Such trifling matter as signatures should be handled by someone
other than the Negotiating Committee.

Negotiating Committees If that's the way you feel, it's o.k. with us.
We'll retire. (Thereupon, the Chairman and all other Negotiating
Committee left the floor.)

Takahashi was elected temporary Chairman and the discussion on
signatures continued.

Takahashis The first thing to disocuss is how to make good use of the
signatures. The question is whether to obtain the signatures by giving
support and confidence to the block representatives or to obtain each
colonists' signaturees Aces of the colonists should also be considered.

Yamagata: If authorities have any suspicion as to the support of the
Negotiating Committee by the colonists, such should be announced by
means of a P.As system.

Takehashis The mass meeting was rejected uneanimously so there's no
chance of using the P.A. system. The primary problem is to decide how
to use the signatures effectively. I think individual signatures are
more effective.

Tsuchiyas There is a possibility of abusing the signatures. Therefore,
until the submittal of such, Daihyo Sha of each block should take
responsibility and guard it.

After a lengthly discussion, the result was as follows:

Signatures be obtained in every block

Dates November 13, 1943

Ages 18 years or over, regardless of sex

Resolution will be printed on top of the signatures

Two forms will be prepared, one to be given to the authority and
other to be retained by either the Daihyo Sha Kai or the Block
Managers. The form which is to be submitted to the authority
will be a 'copy' form.

This petition was circulated at this time. It is not known how
many were obtained nor whether a copy was presenteé to the Army. If
it was, it had no effect on the Army. The aftermath of the cancelled
mass meeting swept it into the background.

Lte Cole Austin and Mrs Cozzins were not aware of or ignored this

cancellation, and prepared their speeches in advancee Dre. Opler, who

llbid *3 PP 3=5




out that it was useless to consult with such a Committee any longer."l

Sugimoto, the head of the Food Investigation Committee made the
following pessimistic report:

I have been negotiating on the food situation and submitted the
full report of the investigation up to date. Authorities! attitude
is just as Hayashi deseribed. As for the coal and garbage orews,
130 workers were employed up to date, yet only 60 are to be retaineds « «
Yesterday, authorities agreed to retain the entire coal and garbage
crews and today they changed their mind and reduced the number to such
a minimum that we can see that the WRA has no co=-operatione. Rein=-
statement of all evacuee workers have been agreed yesterday and they
promised to answer by 10300 as me today, but they haven't kept the
promise « « « « As a whole, the oppressive attitude of the Army is such
that they wouldn't even recognize use. Even regarding the mass meebting,
when they questioned us we answered that some 3,000 will attend.
Army pointed out that mere 3,000 attendance was only a small part of
the Colony and implicated that Dalhyo Sha Kai has little support from the
colonistses Another thing they pcinted out was that among the Negotiating
Committee only two are old Tuleans which means that old Tuleans
are not supporting you (Daihyo Sha).

furatomi explained to the body that the incident (of Nov. 4)
had occurred before the selection of the departmental committees,
and that "the negotiations had been taken up by volunteers for the
benefit of the colonists." Tsuchiya suggested that the signatures of
the colonists be obtained as proof of public support.

The fact that the army was allowing only 45 minutes for the mass
meeting scheduled for the next day was then discussede Takahashi then
stated that 45 minutes was asbsolutely insufficient and that if the Army

would give no more time the mass mesting should be postponed

Chairs It is apparent that we will encounter meny obstacles because the
Army does not recognize ues as the true representatives of the people.
Seven Hospital employees have been terminated and Fukui has been

arrested and his whereabouts is unknowme Fearing the consequences, I

Minutes of the Meeting of the Tule Lake Center Daihyo Sha Kai, Wov. 12, p.

2
Ibid.




withheld that ammouncement, but as a whole just because of the Army's
frivolous attitude, the legotiating Committee is on the spot. The
Committee's efforts will not solve this probleme We have assured

the Army that we have the backing of 15,000 colonists. "Try and get it"
attitude of the Army and their request to some employees to resume

WOrk « @« w» =

Voice from the floors If you are at the point of resigning, for what
purpose should wé call tomorrow's nass meeting?

Voice from the floors Should the authorities assume such an attitude,
then we should notify all those who are about to resume york to refrain
and at the spme tine, support the Negotiating Committee.

‘00000-0.0.......-0
Chairy Jeven Negotiating fommittee have already resigned because of
soveral readorse One of which is that the Army bluntly stated "try
and get it" 'mhich discouraged them.

Tsucdhiya: I recommend that' forns for colonists! signature be prepared by
llessrss Tekehashi and Yamgneka in time for the meeting tomorrowe

Takahashis The matter of tYime, 45 minutes, for tomorrow's meeting is
not settled yete I think that mass meeting is not necessary. In-
definitely postpone ite. Sfignatures can be taken at any timee.

Voice from the floors If [that's the 'order from the Army, what's the
use of calling the mass mepting tomorrow?

Chairs I favor Tekahashi'’s recommendations Unanimously approved by body e)

Tsuchiyas I meke a suggestion that the rasolution be drawn and signatures
be obtained and that should be guarded by the Daihyo Shae
D e I ——

Voice from the floor: Don't let the authorities take advantage of it.

Heckler from the floor: Daihyo Sha are the representatives of the colomi sts,
so let the Dalhyo Sha sign it. OSame thinge.

Chairs Don't leave such a large space on the signature forms or there
will be the danger of being utilized for other purpases.

)
Takehashis Two forms should be prepared and submitited to the Negotiating
Committee and to the Block lManagers for safekeepings

Tsuchiyms Signatures should be submitted a# tomorrew's mass meeting
and I think it's absolutely necessary. (He had alresdy forgotten that the
decision was made)e.

]'Ibi.d., po 3.




B & 4 S A TR ek o o

oy g g7 oo




Rosalie Hankey

Gile- April, 1944

From a letter sent to X before October 243

" Les all the farm workers went on a strike and the camp is in a

big commotion demanding the Administratiocn to acoount for the

accident. Every block held a meeting and elected a representative

to form a council to negotiate with the Administration." 1./

Ropresentatives were accordingly selected from all but two bloocks,
e

either by election or appointment. As to the logitimacy of this body

proper, there can be no doubte But the ocharacter of the group which

instigated the elections remains, for the most part, a well khept secrote.
Spicer believes that Kai, Kauatomi, and other "leaders” had been "siging
the situation from the minute they came in," that they were well

acquainted with the "foeli of dissatisfaction by the t ime the farm trouble
sbarted ese These minority leaders (in other centers) with a good deal of
xperience in center polities got together as soon as they reached Tule

Leke and begsn to develop plans for dominating the majority here with ‘;I";;air
program and leadership.” _:_‘/ The most influential leaders were from other
centers, especially from Joro*..ao._{ﬁ/ TNowever, that they had beoen plotting
deliberately to take over center leadership since their entrance to Tule,
rests only on the statements of informers and is, at present, an open
questione :’_/ ire Furihare, although he was still confined in Leuppe at

almost certain that the picture of the leaders plotting

their arrival at Tule is falses

"rhat opinion was circulated by the Cauvecasian people, that the

boys from Topaz and Jerome were trying to get hold of the gontrolling interest
and trying to get the people under their controle When those boys had
acted, we had quite a disoussion in Leupp with Mrs Frederiocks. Te

%/ X's Sociological Journal, Ootse 27, 1943, pe 7e
See Spicer's letter, Heport, Deces 24, ppe 28, 20.

Z/ This may some day be settled by contacting ¥al and Xuratoml themselves.
4/ Notes, March pe47.

Ll
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REPORT
Rosalie Hankey
¥ila April, 10644

strongly believed at that time this opfinion gotten through the newse
papers, that those boys from variocus ocenters were trying to get hold
of the leadership in the campe I argued with him that it wasn't

§0s The only reason the boys from Jerome took the leadership here
was beocause they themselves were leaders in Jerome. When they got
here they naturally took leadership agnuin, especially of the

Jerome faoction. Jerome congtituted thg¢ greatest number. I doubt
whether they were trying to get leadership or that the plot was farmed
befores A thing of that nature happehs spontaneously.” p V4

Some colonists wore puszled by the developmerts There was snd still
is considerable oritioism of some of the policies of the seclected body,

the Daihyo 8ha Kai, on the part of its supporters and by neutral colonists.

It would be a grave error, however, to label the bulk of the represene
tatives fanatics and agitators. When reliable inflormation is obtained,
they will almost certainly be showm to be comparatively able men, most of

then respected in thoir blocks,selected because| they were considered men

or ocourage and, or because they had participated in gohe type of Ade

ministrative negotiation in the Relocation centers from which they ctme._z_/
The selection of men who hed proved themselves in no;tp":uitions in other
centers partially explains thelr preponderance on the Daihvo Sha (one of
Iire Bost's expressed objections to the body). __'S/ It wes composed mostly

of Tssei and Kibeie g/

Pirst Meeting of the Daihyo Sha Fai.

On October 17, the day after the farm acoident, these blected and
appoirted blook ruopresentatives met in the block 16 messhall snd held

their first formal meotings The minutes of this and later pessions were

*

1/ Notes, April pe 17. {
I base this statement partly on my own judgment end partly on
i = b ") J., Y [ & & -/
the aypothesis of Je Furiharas GSee lotes, Mareh, pps 15, 4% April, pe 17.
8/ Ibide,pe 25 FaT |

&) I’()i&-, De 62




Rosalie llankey

Gile April, 16544

obtained and translated f#ewm=tie Japanese Ly -Ryremsdledfutiil’,- y Since

itsuki later took an importent part in fighting the Daihyo Sha Kail,

shose documerts must be employed with oircumspectione The minutes will
be quoted and discussed here at length for they are the most gignificant

existing dooument relating to the spectacular eventa to comes. The course

ey Y

of business and the topics of discuseion reveal the psychological state,

e motives and the intentions of the body, which, as has been stated
proviocusly, were largely misunderstood by the administratlione
. vineade £ srps o s ol . md e OO0 — . bldmer & W » ~
The mweeting was attendod by 70 momn, each representing & block and

by othors who are referred to as "nmeDaihyo Sha"+ Nominations wero made

for a chairman and Hyakutaro Mori was appointed temporary chairman by

applauses It was then suggested that all noremembers lewve the

floor

to facilitate the calling of the rolls Whether this suggestion

we.s

carried out camnot

"‘he ,m,mnoutlon of L’xoae trens"’a 0d-mimites to-the study was

\m/adlute ooufidentes Trs Aeiteykis rano must xot-bHe meritioned
bligtition without his: permssion.

-










COORDINAT ING COMVITTEE FEB TO MARCH * DATHYO'S MAKE BID TO

MANEANAR - THE RE-SEGREGATION ISSUE

Feb, 12 - reports on failures of Feb. 2nd to Division Heeds.

Only gains - tofu manufsctureing will be undertsken by the Coop
Black promised to contect rolice dept. in regard te
opening south gate,
Reported majority of stdckade internees' attitudes
"hadent irely chenged.”

Increasing prssure on part of some eolonists for release of interned
men.

Feb. 14, petition to Best and Austin from Block 9 residents. B1,
residents will assume responsibility.
Feb, 16 - xxmyxxy® CC protests sgainst Army pstreols entrance into
women's latrine.

Feb - 16 - CC wants to retire - form a central committee and get
out Takshashi, ehief mover,

First move by opposition - Daihyo =

Feb, 18 -
Pecce mevement - Uohi, Sekei and Matsuda,

CC Memeo: The fect that t his delaget ion hadenough courage to

apprm che the Advisory Council for consultation and the Council granted

such opportunity this Committes feels that suoh grant wes due te the lack of
understsnding of Japanese psy hology and our objectesses..The resson why

we resent, isthat we feeltmt such frivolous sction on the part of the
Advisory Council willl give an igpression that the Committee has been
discredited,

This Committee has no intention to ask you tostor altogether
such interfisws or consultetions, however, heareafter, please bear in
mind that such opportunity given to sueh delegations will give an
impression that anyone can consult the Administration directly on
this matter, thereby ignoring the Committee's positicn and curtai’i ng
it's work,

Perchance thet should you find these delegation more fitted for the

work than the Committee,we are always ready to wash ourhands of the
matteyr anyti e,

Feb 10 stockade letter,




Takebhakhi appointed advisor totthe CC Feb, 24

Takahashi speaks at AdcCouncil and CC meeting stressing:

1, releasement of those consideredlesders and also innoeent youth.

Black emphesizes committees work should be measure not by num er
of releases from the stockade but by employment, livineg
conditions and decent comrunity stmosphere,

Akitsuki says still not nesrly enough employment, peorle lesing

faith -
Life photogrepher tekes pictures,

Feb, 27 - Takebashi writes excellent memo to the Administration:
7bout50f of colonists ftill for status quo =--activelytr ying te
support it.
other colonists, less stable, not orgsnized,

Suggests: 1Ist thelecders of those more then hai1f of the oolonists who
suprort pro status wuo teke the initeative to peoify thier followers.

2nd point- begs for s new Negotiating Committes,

On Feb, 28, ¥ CC recorrended release of 61 men.
Mereh 1 a letter to Mr. Schmitt requesting more,

March & Akitsuki attempted to resign.




MANZANAR FPEOPTE (O ME INTATTERPARTOF FEB,

Akitsuki's stotement - desmcribed as what inu would write: er

Pamplet distributed by oppositionists among Manzeanites - Maroh 11,
True picture of the facts,
Roots of Tncident 1ie in question of evecuee status -
Iotsof wildness - bit

The fundsmente]l root wes the ascoumilation of resentments on the part
of the evecuees for the above -ment ioned hypoor itical snd inconsistent poliocy
on the part of theAdministrstion.

Bemonstretion orderly - on Nov. 3, at ceremony of Meiji setsu, Rev,
Kai announced thet the colonists' demends were fully sccepted by the
Administration. Upon heraing this the cojonists wereE3nzixix e lated,

During the incidnet neerly s thousand innocent ones werepicked up and
every apartment was searched, for which even a mere child of three-yesrs of
age was indignetb,

Imperial government repested ddlivered st iff protest, which was oonsidered
stronger t han an ultimstum,

Ever since the beginnimg of the incident, by cool indifferent sttitude ag
if in aneutral position, yet in.every way opposing the great tide of the
center, thereby regarded as an enigmat ‘c existence, wasno other than the
¢xcecutives of the Co-op, Those Who railied to this campaign were gamblers,
boot leggers, and s hame less egoitst, ort he so-ca1led money makers of the
oenter. To this the WRA employed, in order to osrry out* heir damnabile
polioy, the "dogs" hired with exoellent salary to assistthis movement,

cC "fielders" try tofind sourxe - trece it to Tangusge School but get
no further,




ATTITUDES EXPRESSED IN MARCH =

Qdas - conservetive - outof things = very status-quo blook

"There has beenno change in the peoples’ attitude towsed the Coordinat ing
Committee. (No improvement) To me they a1l think the same way, But
they don't do anything about it.

The curfew came and people went back to work very quietly. To tell the
truth, I believe they've changed somewhst ; but they don't say anything
ajoud., So many have gone back to work anyhow,

There are still people in the s tocskdde, Som fellows were taken from
out block and haven t come back yet.

TpxdInxXANEXEBRXILIRT
I's bother - not pre-Dadjyo

The Coordinating Committee - That bunch is a bunch of inus end Akitsuki
is the biggest inu of them aj1l1. He'll probsbly get his brains beatout
ofie of thesc days, I don't know who elected them or not, Akitsuki
used to be head of the Co-op during the big trouble., A.a nd the big
shots sold WRA rice, orageés to the people. The momeytheygot from

thet they divided among themselves.

Some people trying to get investigatir-n by lawyer. Akitsuki ppobably
got wind of that, It wes getting hot under the seat, so he guit the Ce-op.

pro status g1 o0: voted for it. supported it,

Ag faras work is concerned status quo is orsoking. But some minor ity
groups aremuch stronger .,

Those fe1lows in thes tookede - everybody sizned the ir names after
Nov. 4saying these people are the true repres ntatives. As more and
more say in here, we signed our remes saying these men are our
representstives; it isn't right to give in. The minority group fer
status quo ssys, "If you let people out of the stocksde, everything
will be all right,

The major ity of the people are against status quo, but in their
heart they don t 1ike to see people inthe stockede,

They don't thahkt the CC for anthing, I'd still 1ikete know how
they got in there. I went beck to the paper which seid, "The Army
and WRA will recognize the Coordinat ing Committee,

If those nine comeout of the stockade I think all this
status quo will just venish into thin air, If all the 125 come outy the
status q o will forget everything,

It is known throught the camp that the inu géve away the negotiating
committee, They sell their soul for a few pennies, They make my bleed
boil. Probably the loyal people arehere for the Administration to
makeu s¢ of them,

Already read what he seid sbout CC and Yamatani.




Yamashiro

Denounces the Co-op.

* 3 know the CC works hard, I respect them, But I think status Qo arainst
status quo willpbe a big trouble in the futurs too.

Co-op people - I can only tell you my personal opinion., I suppose some of the feljlows
in the s toockade should be left out. A good meny didn't mesn amything,

Bot knowing what the consequence was to be., The real agdtators -t he real
leaders werenothins but agitators. They should be kept there t hdir whole
life &s far as I'm concerned, They just want to start trouble.

Akft suki

Complain abo t Manzenar, - We were t rested like criminals, Manzanar was
treated as prince, Even their stoves was gterted already.

But don't vou think WRA oan't do something if they want to do it'

oomplains about Ad ., Coundfiflyy especially statement they made tik t Ad.
Council hed resched the 1imit of it's patience.

Huyoke had said, If I should comehome late and my wife accused me of be ing
disloyal to her - if she keeps on doing thet - T wil truly dosomething
to dewve ive her,

I asked what CC had accomplished in the lastmonth dur ingmy absence .,

Said he, "Nothing whatsoever,"

List of men in CC - the neferious big shots

I - Fesling toward the Adm nistretion hasn't ohenged at a1]1, The only thing that

has chonged is that the peocle in the ocenter heowe more orless realized that
totry to ge agisnst the Adm'nstrationwould be hurting themse ves., They're
getting smerter,

They'reé going to hove work or else'

100% of the inu esrethe loy21 bunch. I wouldn't be surppised if ARisuki
and that bunch sre all loyal,

Squawks ebout treatment of Manzanar,

I had & friend of min pulled into the stockede Jandary 10, Best saidhesaw
no charge against him fromthe request of WRA., He hdsitated to relesge him,
I went to Sohmitt. The last remark he gave to mewas, "Gt's up to the cc,"

Here is a rumor - there are four big gambling places run by the Judo fellows
Who guard the Coordineting Committee. Theother small places are raided,
but they stay away from these boys, They are not o losed,




APRIT, *
Re-segregation Petition -
Acceptance by Black -
Iast Straw - resignstion of Coordinat ing Committee =
April 8 - resegregat ion petition
sent it to Biddle -AfYy¥/- Iokes, Myer Best Blaok
Asks for signetures of those who applied for repatrist ion and

want to be resegregated because of the earnest desire to catech the firsg
chance of the exohange ship,

Black allowed signing of petition stressing it had no further
segregation in mind,

Really got t he people excited = oame at sdme time ErXXWRAx¥
8s request for signatures - for repatriati n - checking,

Black the denied further segregat ion, And thst no
author ization or euthent ioity was given to the circulation of suoh a petition

SERTW SNESS OF FETITION ISSUE

When I arrived Ad. seared
Peor & s attitudes:

K « The only thing thet will kill it is for the Administretion toact in time
to hasten the segregation of the Yes-Yes g roup, the American loyalists. If #
they dont, it will come t o = head. The oniy otherway is to have the army
oeontinually patrol the camp,

The Coordinating Comrittes and the civio Orgenizations group are suspected,
Exsxxtiximxpsingxsfxyizn Prom our pointof view, they are loyals,

The removal of the internees is not important in the segregation movement ,
The general t rend of pulci ppinion of the people is: they got toc et rid of
sever off the head, of the men on the CoordimatingCommittee. Uniess they
get rid of these ment here's going to be trouble, ,,, There is the

greatest tension here,

Bill all for it, but admitted tWo groups - one who wanted to separate thsose
who had applied for repat./fyoor expat. from all theothers, The others
Who said, "We are all Japanese."

Denied itw as tied up with status quo.

We wish to be sepersted from the inus, thet's the main point,

Mrs. Q quite frank on backing petiti n - but couldn’t te11 me how to sepsrate




sheep from the gosts.

Y - Naturally the status go is still under ground. So I thinkhe just put his name
on the paper and did it, - Not really forpetition - or else cautious,

This Coordinsting Committee may get a 2 by 4one year later, People
arevery scared about the stockade,

If the loya1l group got out it would he 1p a 1ot but only hai1fway - But
if the next exshange boat oame, they the peocle would have hope,
Now there is no hope at ali.

Mary Hashinoto - for segregstion - Yes Yes out. (Bot separate Nono and repatriates,)

durihara - Whoever, said No, must be oonsidered as Japanece, regardless of what t hey
have in their heatts. The only thizs we c-u@d ask is that those who
openly seid Yes be removed from the camp, It may split the famijies =
but regarless, we want them out,

Denounces promotoers of petiti n - ag pressure group,

Had changed his mind -

People who said Yes and asked for repetriati-n should be ajjowed to dtay,
"Outr ight support of the petition is not very strong., I'veb een

talking to a fellow who says he did not sien the petiti-n but says, "We

have to be segregated."

0das conservatives
Ithink it s better if the loya1 Broup go out so that we oould stay

here peacefully., Otherwise, we don't get settled down,

Personally I thik the B<signation of the cC is Just the result of the
Lif'e photographer being here, Those poor saps got their faces in the
magazine, Befors that there was quite an outory about inus and stoolies,
Then 1ife came oute..... I sam tso by fours coming. It came to a head
When the pictbtres ocame out.

The guys be live the petitionis a radical goon squad business, The gorup
behind the petition is more orless responsible for the incident that

happened in November, They proposed the general strike and the hunger str ike,
They are just a minority who fee1 they have to make a name for themgeive:s

8o they'1l be honored when they get back to the o01d eountry,

When this petition was ciroulsted in this block ~looked for offiecia} approval
didn't find it so didn't sign it,

The only segregation the colonists are in favor of is the sezregation of t he
Yes-Yes from the No-Nos, The majority doesn't care if there any distictioen
made between the NU-Nos and repatristes,

The last week th L
°T¢’s been a 10t of talk about dég hujting with bassball




bats, If there's any trouble here in the next five or

; six months,
going tobe because of keeping the Yes-Yes in camp,

NEW EIECTION *

[suppe - yes Teuppe no,
Re legses - yes and no?777777?

Advised against it by evacuess,

Brought out in caper with trcmendous publicioty/Mey
aApril 4-

Announces election by secret ballot May 22, - 2 to 8 p. m.
pro tem chairmanship of B. M, tonominate 5 candirdates.,
2 delegates froveach war,d for A"rangements committeew ho
will make plens for actual electetion,

Refore Himébdtion - Attitude s

I * Nobody cares a thingabout hav ing a representative government, So

far as I cans es, nobody is going to breek theirmeck trying to work up a
few representatives for the block. They just don't care, Things are going
8l ong prettygood, so leave we 11 enough alone,

18t blook man-gers handle it - they can't be put in stockade,

Ku - Peorle are not very enthrusiastic about it - Favors it - but will be
called inu unless they stend up to Ad. If they do stand up put in stockade,

1€ would be best if the body stood up and spoke for the rights of the
Japanese, even if they are thrown into the stookade. Then they'1l] be
idolized. But if they fall into line ¥} they're going to be called
stooges no matter what they do,

Stresses rescntment of people i ns tookads,

N * resegregation will come up again,

They're gohnga head with this cormittee- but I personally would 1like to
gec the people i nthe stockede released, People say, "What's the use,
we put up representatives once andthey wouldn t recognmize them,

May - I% doesn't seem as if this representative body is going to go throug,
T hear so many people ssy as 1ong as they are obligated to the
Da ihyo Sha they will refuse to vote until they're released,

Yamaghiro - People are feeling pretty bad, I youdo good for the peovle
you get put intot he stocakde. If you do good for WRA you get called inu,
So I'm going to play baseball.

Fukumoto - They people are confused, They are stil' confused., The reason they

are fefusing to support petition is that the stoockade matter is still
unsettled,

Glee oveyr refusal -

This is & great victoryfor the Japanese people.
Great deal flore telk about stockade and giri - even Oda's.

I * The sugge ti n came from the otherend,
much for the

Tihad ‘e FhBE dlaribi
] t's a] .
to try to be helpful. 1. It's tpe




Nov. 16 meeting.
tried to wire to Spanish oonsul -

good deel of sccusatén and scuabbling - Yamatani complsins has
been threstened for not supcorting Dashyo Sha,

heokling as to why support status quo.
Army demanded block mansgers give up hideing men,
Nov, 17, ward ohairmen, block managers and Daihyo Bha met.

discussed question of reeronsibility.
buildign up high hopes onSpanish Consul -

Nov. 17 Coordinst ing Committee gets reply from Spahish Consul -
"State t he reson for my coming to the ocenter.,

On consultation sent out message to Consul,

“Colonists sge no longer able to endure the inconvenieons ceaused by the

martial lawy and desire nothing but normaloyl We request for your
immediate visit.

Martial law deleted by cenkor,

November 18

Joint meeting of Army ward chairmanof bloock managers and Daihyo Sha,

BuBORaIXANs SR Nx ¥ Kxpyohibi sz xux
Austin prohibits use of Japanese???

States he will never recocnize the five men in higing,
Attempt to explain formation of Negotiating Committee -
Inoreased Nov., 4.
Bloock managers refuse to take up place of Negotdating Comm ttee,
Daihyo Sha meeting - Nov. 25,

More squabbling -
Argue on Yamatani be ing accused off beinr inu
Argue o n maintaining status quo.

Coo dinat ing committee watns to getout of it and lesve it to
Ne otiating committee, especial’y Yamatani,

KFKafer X XY X& KXo I 20camx xck & mac bk mar xomxnk k ks xRecdx x xX wx x

Nov, 29, Kai and Kurstomi present ultimetum from the
Negotdating Comrittee drawn up for residents signaturss,

Iays blame on Caucasians for taking food from warehouse,
Brands Best's fear of kidnaprping as false,

Pretty wild resolutions.
1. Not to enter into negotiation witradministration except through
Negotiating Committee,
2, Demands wholseale résignation of al] appoied personnel here before
Nov. 4.

S« Witharew army.




$. Hold Best to promises.

5, Immediate and unconditional release,
6. Reemployment o f all workers,
only % of colonists signed the petitition.
Formel surrender,
meeting with permissionof F. B, L.

Kai Spesch -

Entire colonists of the Tule Iake Center are Japanese, even though
they may have been born in the U, S, Nevertheless, they are Japanese
and have determination to be Japamese, Therefore, the N. C.

repres ntatives are representatives of theentire Tule Iake Center,
seessFrom now on we should disregerd the status of issei and nisei and
bind together as father and gon,

Appoints an acting Negotiating Committee to funotion in hig abagem e
in stookade,

Kuratomi - points out international impliecations,

"As the Negotiating Committee stepped into t he oar, Chairman
Tkahashi grasped hands of Rev. Kaia nd said, "There's nothing to
worry about your family as the xxnk entire colongsts will be
responsible,’ Kai thanked him with tears, Such desmatic scenewas
enscted and the automobile bagan journefy to meety the authorities,
Therupon all the Daihyo Sha returend tothe meeting place,

Placed in tet¢nts,

Met i nthe afternoon - argue ard sco mplish 1ittle.
Some say support N. C, - some duty to help colonists,

Takahashi says pdlicy of status Qo not important, To support
NC. is our entire aim, All unanimously agreed.

Place five new members recommended by Kaion N, C.
This Second Negotiating Committes rebuffed by Meelk,

Faced important decidion, If NC disbended leaving leaders in
stocade, would betray them and edmit guilt. giri -

Deo. 4th considered 3 paths,
1. continue the status quo,
2, Call general strike,
3. Dissolve Daihyo Sha Kai,

Takahashi speaks for disbanding,
After argument decided to put the matter before the peonie,

votes - 2 blocks undedced looked doors
3 for Genral Strike
4for dissolution,
56 blooks for maintaining status Qo,

Meeting next day Deo. 5, disorganized and errat io - leadership zone,

Deoide to hit canteens for selling Juxuries. and demand cooperation
of blook managers,




Repres- ntatives approach Coop - Dec, 6 = demend that the Coop stoo
se11ling of unessential luxuries, chicken, f ish, fruits, begetailbes,
candies, hardware good, presents, (Xmas) silk and woolen yardages,
oakes and patries inme oream and soft drinks during winter months.

Would ruin the Coor.

Boerd of Directors stated must be put to Coop members.
Akitsuki t akes brave stand =

Put it to people and are overwhedmingly defeated =-
even t hough Roop tremendously unpopular.,

Isupps internees put i n stoockade - & couple still there,

They lesrned too much, - Yamashire, pgood heart,
Coor puts out counter propapanda -

Finencial status wi 11 become very preoasrious, earnot redeem outstanding
Certificates of Indebetedness -

QUOTE Attitudes pp 72, T3,
Not real representatives =

But Administration received it with joy as first ecraek in the armor,

PREL INT AR XERXEXBRKNENT X GRXERUKTKR X DXXNXBEX SRXX KK AXERD UBX
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