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Colorado River Relocation Center
Poston, Arizona

January 1, 1945

Memorandum to Mr. Robert Parnell, Chairman
Board of Survey

Subject: Initiation of Board of Survey Actions iIn case
of fire*

Effective at once the Block Manager in the block
in which a Ffire occurs shall initiate the Board of Sur-
vey Action with the assistance of the Property and Ware-
housing Officer. The Block Manager shall also execute
the certificate on the face of the Report of Survey.

The top of the reverse side of the report will be
signed by the person to whom the property is directly
charged. 1 think this method will eliminate the confu-
sion presently existing in the preparation of these
reports.

V

3
Duncan Mills
Project Director

cc: Barrett
Lipian
Palmer
Block Managers
Block Managers® Supervisors
Unit Administrators



Jan 1, 1945

Mr. Duncan Mills JAN 10 1945

Project Director
Colorado River Relocation Center
Pfrston, Arizona

Dear Mr. Millet

<Elis is In answer to your letter to the Director
under date of December 19th concerning the difficulty of
evacuees iIn establishing themselves upon farms and in small
businesses in spite of provisions for loans to citizens
through the Farm security Administration and the Recon-
struction Finance Corporation. %e are negotiating with
these agencies almost constantly« but at this time we do
not see any great possibility that the instructions concern-
ing aliens will be revised.

We will keep you advised of any developments, however*

Sincerely,

H. Rex las
Acting Chief Relocation Division



WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY
Gila River Project
Rivers, Arizona

January 9, 1945

Duncan Mills

Project Director

Colorado River Relocation Center
Poston, Arizona

Attention: Corliss R. Carter
Relocation Program Officer

Dear Mr. Mills:

With, the re-opening of the evacuated area and the
announcement of the impending closing of the Project, it ap-
pears necessary to redefine the policy and procedures to be
followed in granting and denying approval of applications for
short-term visits between Poston and Gila, It is our belief
that our policy in this matter should consist of strict
adhereence to the terms of Paragraph B, Section 150,1,10 of
the IRA Manual which limits visits between centers to those
which are undertaken for the following purposes:

1. Attending the funeral of a member of the Immediate
family.

2. Visiting a close relative who is ill if the
attending physician recommends the visit as bene-
ficial to the patient.

3. Arrangement of family relocation in cases where
the center Relocation Division at both projects
have been unable to work out a satisfactory plan
and such visit is approved as necessary to com-
plete or carry out the family plan. In approving
visits for the purpose of discussing relocation
it is believed that a decision should be deferred
until the Relocation Divisions in both centers have
discussed the matter in detail with the persons
in such center and have forwarded a complete plan
to the Relocation Program Officer in the other
center. Visits for the purpose of relocation
should not be approved, for example, in the ease
of persons who merely state that they want to talk
with their friends or relatives "to see what he is
going to do".



Mr#. Mills -2-

The procedure outlined above is the same as agreed
upon in November when Mr. Garter and several members of his
staff discussed the matter with Mr. Huso and his staff. Hence
forth, it will be our policy to disapprove all visits to and
from this Project in cases where the primary reason is social
visits, discussion of marriage plans, or stop-over in Phoenix.

Persons who request* visits to talk relocation or to settle
matters of property in California will not be approved for

dllort-term leave unless it can be clearly demonstrated that
these matters cannot be handled through correspondence. It
is hoped that the foregoing meets with your approval.

Sincerely,

L. H. Bennett
Project Director
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y PETITION

January 18, 1945

TO: Mr. Duncan Mills - Project Director

On the twelth day of January, 1945, Block #5 and #13 of
Unit I received administration orders to consolidate their mess
halls by January 29, 1945, through Mr. John L. 1. Burdick,
Chief Project Steward.

Eaoh block had a meeting of the block and came to the
conclusion that the consolidation of mess hall #5 and #12 or
any other mess hall hardly gives any advantage to the Adminis-
tration and W.B.A.

On the other hand, consolidation of mess halls will give
plenty of trouble among the bldoks and the mess halls. There-
fore, the residents of Block #5 and #12 unanimously voted the
consolidation plan i1s unwise and to ask to postpone consolida-
tion program of mess halls indefinitely.

The evacuees, 1n general, are restless and confused by
the notice of closing the center before most of the evacuees
can find relocation points to re-establish their families.

There has been even a rumor going around that the W.B.A.
IS going to squeeze us out by cutting mess operations and
trying to force us to go out of the center before we can find
suitable places to relocate.

Several months ago, mess halls In the blooks of 150
residents or under, voluntarily out their mess hall workers
to 21, including Nutrition Aides. That was approved by adminis-
tration and put to effect at that time, in order to avoid
consolidation of mess halls. At present there is plenty of
man-power and It 1s not necessary to out mess hall workers by
consolidation, The quota of the third quarter7of the fiscal
year already was given to Mess Operations. Therefore, there
IS no need of changing the present quota of mess hall workers.
Besides, consolidation and suggested new quota for mess hall
workers, will result In Increasing jobless evacuees whose
families may have to be taken care of by Family Welfare.

We, all Mess Hall workers of Unit I, are against consoli-
dation of Mess Halls by which either the administration nor
evacuees gain nothing but trouble and confusion.

We, all mess hall workers of Unit I, are against the
suggested new quota for mess hall workers, except of a sliding
scale of present quota which is valid until the end of March.



We, undersigned mess hall

Z

representatives,

hereby

present to you this petition to reconsider the consolidation
program and suggested new quote for mess hall workers,
the Community Council for Poston.

Mess Hall #2

#12
#13
#14
#15
#16
#17
#18
#19
#21
#28
#26
#27
#28
#30
#31

35
#36
#37
#38
#39
#42
#43
#44
#45
#46
#53
#54
#59
#60

Sincerely yours

Kunichl Yokoyama
K. Arita
K. Miyake
Sedalchi Oda
Burlichi Kato
Kazuto Imeneka
H. Ezaki
Motoi Murai
Kanoo Mizuguchi
Ryuemon Asano
Tosido Hora
Masayoshi Nishijima
| tra
Saburo Sakaguchi
Huiehi Ooka
Raiichi Shigemasa
George lkuma
Talizo Saruwatari
Paul Hliajibara
Yashizo Hoshino
S. Imagawa
Toshlnosuke Murotake
Hatsuichi Kishi
Yusei lwakura
Talchi Omori
Iwaki
Seiohi Mitamura
Hikotaro Negata
K. Kamimura
Tatsumi Harada

M. Kimura
Y. Sano

K. Sasaki
Y. Kitamura
I. Okutsu

S. Hoshizaki

through
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COLORADO RIVER RELOCATION CENTER
Poston, Arizona

January 18, 1945

MEMORANDOM TO: Relocation Advisers
Assistant Relocation Advisors

SUBJECT: Trips to Phoenix

In connection with Project Memorandum No. 67, all
persons requesting short term leave to Phoenix for the pur-
pose of transacting personal business not to exceed two
days absence from the center should be referred to the
Unit Administrator.

Trips requiring more than two days absence, as well
as those requiring medical or dental care will be handled
as previsously through the Unit Relocation Office.

This new procedure will relieve the Relocation Office
of a considerable amount of work.

Dorothy Stevick
Assistant Relocation Proj. OFf.

DS: et

cc to: Wells
Carter
Funikawa

Yagi



v Colorado Hiver Relocation Center
Poston, Arizona

January 20, 1945

Memorandum to H. B, Rupkey

Subject: Closing of the Mojave Room

As agreed upon at a conference in Mr, Lipian*s office
on the morning of January 19 and in conformance with instruc-
tions from Mr, D. S. Myer, Director, War Relocation Authority,
you are hereby instructed to discontinue the operation of the
Mojave Room on or prior to January 31, 1945,

I an hereby also instructing Mr. Lipian to arrange for
the complete inventorying of and taking over the supplies and
equipment in the custody of the Mojave Room which are proper-
ties of the War Relocation Authority.

IT the skills of any of the evacuees presently employed
in the Mojave Room can be utilized elsewhere it would be advis-
able to arrange for their transfer. The employees and the
others concerned with the operation of the Mojave Room should
be advised by you immediately, so they may have at least 10
days notice prior to the closing of this shop’s operations.

/s/ Runean Mills
Proj ect Birector



Colorado River Relocation Authority
Poston, Arizona

O * II - "mw :
P . January 22, 1945

Memorandum to Maurice Lipian
J* T. Powell
R* H* Rupkey
Pauline Brown
Corlies Carter
Scott Rowley
James LeBerthon
John L* Horn

Subject : Shopping in Parker

It appears desirable to clarify the project policy on shopping in
Parker>*

Some months before 1 arrived in Poston shopping by evacuees in
Parker had been prohibited because of indications that some Parker people
were being made unhappy by the depletion of stocks in the stores* At the
time 1 arrived, and for some months thereafter, all work passes were
marked "No shopping in Parker”, these being virtually the only passes
issued to Parker* We found, howevey, that some Parker merchants were
interested in evacuee business and became increasingly interested in it
after nearby Array installations were abandoned* We found also that it
was iImpossible to prevent men holding work passes from shopping without
stationing a full-time guard in Parker* Since the prohibition was ineffec-
tive it was abandoned a few months ago and as far as the project is con-
cerned the only objection we have to men who have work passes 3hopping in
Parker is the possible unauthorized use of project equipment*

Although a number of Parker merchants would welcome 1it, passes
should not be issued to evaouees solely for the purpose of shopping in
Parker for the reason that they are likely to buy in such volume that
stocks of scarce articles will become depleted and the resentment of Parker
residents again arou-ised* The number of persons with work passes who may
avail themselves of the opportunity to shop is easily controlled by means of
limiting the amount of project equipment in Parker on project business*
Evacuees who desire to shop off the project should be informed of the
existing procdeure for passes to Phoenix*

Duncan Mills
Project Director

DM: il
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WHO ARE NOT RESIDENTS OF RELOCATION CENTERS/WOULD NOT BE
RECOMMENDED FOR SEGREGATION. CONSEQUENTLY AS FAR AS WE
ARE CONCERNED ANY PERSON WHO IS IN VISITING STATUS AT

CENTER

IS FREE TO GO SUBJECT ONLY TO INDIVIDUAL EXCLUSION

ORDER WHICH WOULD PREVENT HIS RETURNING TO EVACUATED AREA.
WE ARE NOT PREPARED TO TAKE ANY ACTION WHICH WOULD PRO*
HIBIT HIS COING TO OTHER SECTION OF THE COUNTRY.
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Mr. Duncan Mills
Director Poston Camp
Postem, Arizona

Dear Mr. Mills:

The purpose of this letter to you and your associated
at Poston, Arizona, is to inform you that we as business people
and interested citizens of Parker, Arizona, bear no malice or hold
no grudge against the Japanese people and those who are assisting them
in the pOston Gamp. And we further want to state that we are
desirous of obtaining whatever business the inhabitants of Boston
may have to offer business people outside of Poston« We will be
glad to serve employees and Japanese alike in our places of business
in Parker, Arizona.

Thanking you far whatever assistance you can and will
give us in helping obtain patronage from Poston Camp, we are

Very sincerely yours,

INDIVIDUAL BUSINESS CONDUCTED

K. L. DePue Variety Store

J. L. Foster City Drug Store

Floyd D. Smith Restaurant

J. G. Ewall Popular Store

J. B. Shelton Shelton Oro.

Wade M. Marrs Shelton Butcher

James B* Emmons Parker Pool Hall

Lena Pool Parker Mbit Shop

Thomas Kinder Parker Taxi Service

Cecil Florence Food Distributor

Sandy Clay Western Truck Lines (Agent) |lli
J. Q. Fuqua Parker Commercial Co.

Thos. B* Georgakin Parker Cafe

Mrs. H. H. Thompson Parker lumber A Supply Co.
Mrs. H. O. White Mgr. of Rice Commercial Co. or (Gife Shop)
K. 6. Couch Shell Station

If. D. Van Wagenen Arizona Theatre

W* F. Stephan Oasis B**

Winifred Burritt Marinello Beauty Shop

Robert W* Vasarhely Parker lhr. & Supply

W. J. Parker Santa Fe

Mrs* L. DePue

Mrs. 0. Smith

0. H. Wester AT&SF Ticket Clerk

®avid F. McConnell Atchison Topeka A Sarta Fe By.
Huel Lightfoot Shelton*s Groe.



INDIVTJIDUAL

W. P. Hendrix
Theresa Rné&lish

Mrse Cecil Florence

Mrs, Sandy Clay
Hath Fugaa
Perry Mershon

Xleanor Grosgakin

Rath K* Herrs

George T* Hanley

Voyd Robinson

Imogene Cole
L. Beaver

Rodney Vanegas

% M. Rowan

Tam Keyes

H* 0, White

W. H. Marrizne

BUSINESS GONIXJCTKD

Shelton Groc

Parker Commercial Co
Parker Commercial Co

Parker

Sﬁeﬁton’s Food Store
The Texas Company
U* S* Indian Service

Parker Motor Co
Parker Motor
~rker. Fri*ona
Oasis Bartender
Trailer Court
Gift Shop



*
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4» Return of surplus properties* major office equipment* type*
ip. writers* Seeks* etc* from the Unit Administrative offices shall

=« he as provided inp preject Memorandum No* 68*
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Colorado River War Relocation Project
Poston, Arizona
April 3* 19h3

MEMORANDUM TSt Mr. Colvin

Mr. Evans
Mr. Crawford
Mr. Burge

1 have been wondering recently if it would not be advisable to take a survey
of aU fTamilies with sons in the Armed Services and find out how many have
fathers in the internment camps, then ask that the cases of these fathers be
reopened with the possibility of bringing them to Poston.

Will you please have a survey made of all such families and submit the names
to me with your recommendations.

W. WADE HEAD
WWHihj Project Director
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INCOMING TELETYPE 92 930QAM WASHINGTON D*C.
APRIL 21, 1945

DUNCAN MILLS POSTON ATTN* «WELFARE AND RELOC OFCRS

IE FAMILY PLAN INCLUDES RECOMMENDATION THAT FAMILY APPLY FOR RESETTLEMENT I
ASSISTANCE TO PROVIDE HOUSE FURNISHINGS, ESSENTIAL THAT YOU CHECK PROPERTY AT
CENTER AND PROPERTY RECORDS IN SAN FRANCISCO OFFICE AND INCLUDE INFORMATION IN
SUMMARY* EACH SUMMARY SHOULD STATE WHETHER OR NOT ANY PROPERTY 1S OWNED, APPROXIM-
ATE VALUE, AND PRINCIPAL ITEMS INCLUDED* SUMMARIES SHOULD REACH RELOCATION OFFICE
BEFORE FAMILY MAKES APPLICATION FOR ASSISTANCE. IF FAMILY HAS PROPERTY STORED IN
PRIVATE STORAGE. OR WITH FRIENDS, FAMILY SHOULD SECURE®" FROM THEM INFORMATION AS
TO CONDITION OF PROPERTY AND AVAILABILITY FOR USE IN COMMUNITY OF RESETTLEMENT *
ALL EVACUEES SHOULD BRING WITH THEM®"FRO;” THE CENTER TO RESETTLEMENT,COMIOTITY
ALL PERSONAL HOJSEHULD LINENS* DISHES, KITCHEN;EQUIPMENT AND OTHER HOUSEHOLD FURN-
ISHINGS WHICH ARE IN THEIR POSSESSION DUE TO SHORTAGE ON LOCAL MARKETS =

MILLS
BUTLER, ACTION
MALCOLM PITTS
O CARTER
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COLORADO RIVER RELOCATION CENTER
Poston, Arizona

May 5, 1945

MEMO TOt Mr* Lipian
Dr* Powell
Mr. Parnell
Mr* Sharp
Mr* Connolly
Mr* Palmer

SUBJECT« Return of Lands to Office of Indian Affairs

Mr* Pitts and Mr* Utz telephoned today to say xna*
ing arrangements for return of lands to the Office of Indian Affairs
had been tentatively agreed upon»

1» We are to turn over to the Office of Indian Affairs all
lands within the confines of the present project area except the areas
included in the three unit townsites, the hog and poultry plants, the
shop and personnel housing areas, and the sewage disposal plants and
fields*.

2# All lands except those reserved above and those now
planted to vegetables are to be turned over immediately«

3# We are to reserve access to the areas now planted to vega*-
table crops and to the hog farm«

4« Areas outside the three townsites which are now planted to
vegetables will be turned over to the Office of Indian Affairs upon
completion of the vegetable harvest*

5» We are to be relieved of irrigation water charges from
January 1, 1945 on all areas which we are now turning back* We are
to pay water charges, however, on areas planted to vegetable crops*

6, The Office of Indian Affairs will take over the contract
which we have recently executed for the cutting of 280 acres of alfalfa,
except for the small areas included in this contract which lie within
the areas to be retained* -

7* 1t is understood that the Office of Indian Affairs or its
designee will proceed at once to harvest the grain crops which are now
ready for harvesting*

8« Our Washington office has indicated that it will turn over
to the Office of Indian Affairs, through established surplus procedures,
certain alfalfa seed which 1 understand we have on hand. In the event

[

that other seed which we may have is requested, this too will be handled

in the same manner*



9* Our Washington office has agreed that we will lend to
the Office of Indian Affairs for a period not to extend beyond June 30*
1945, certain items of farm equipment which may be required in the
operation of the lands which are being turned back** I believe these
equipment items are included in surplus declarations which we have already
transmitted to Washington«

We should initiate the following actions at once*

1« Mr* Parnell is preparing a marked map and legal descrip«
tions of the areas to be retained which we are to transmit to Washington
for inclusion in the Memorandum of Understanding*

2<. 1t will be necessary for us, in collaboration with the
Colorado River Indian Agency, to break down the existing contract for
the cutting of the 280 acres of alfalfa in order to separate the areas
to be turned back from those to be retained by us*

3* The Colorado River Indian Agency has recently submitted its
bill for water charges for the current period# Settlement of this

account should be held in abeyance until the Memorandum of Under«*
standing has been executed*

Duncan Mills
Project Director

DMillIsleeh

cct Mr* Gensler

*JbcL/JUJ J&u* <=y
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Mayor’s Office City Of
J. Albin Anderson. Jr Springfield
Mayor Massachusetts

THE CITY OF
SPRINGFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS

May 28, 1915

Mr. Duncan Mills, Project Director
Colorado River Relocation Center
Poston, Arizona

Dear Mr. Millse

About four months ago Charles G. McCallister of the War Relocation
Agency in Hartford, Connecticut came to Springfield to seek the assistance
of the community in relocating loyal Japanese-Americans in the Springfield
area. A competent committee was chosen and despite some initial, uncon-
trolled, unfavorable publicity, the committee has met with considerable
success in preparing the community for reception of some of the dislocated
citizens O

Approximately twenty-eight offers of jobs have been received to date,
including positions as farmers, houseman and housewife, shoe cobblers, and
even offers of small neighborhood businesses. The Bocal Morris Plan bank
has offered to furnish financial assistance in taking over small neighbor-
hood businesses.

We have arrived at a point where the local activity is running much
in advance of cooperation from the federal agency. We feel that the time
has arrived when it would be most advantageous for you to send one of your
Japanese-Americans to the Springfield area for the purpose of getting the
ground knowledge of the situation so that ho may take it back to tho contor
with the expectation that he may persuade a group to come to this area.

Unless some step like this is taken shortly, we fear that the com-
munity at large may get the erroneous impression that there is no longer a
problem of relocating these citizens.
Your early and favorable reply to this request will be appreciated.
Yours very truly

J. ALBIN ANDERSON, JR. /s/
Mayor



WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY
Room 6301, 350 Fifth Avenue
New York 1, New York

June 4, 1945

Mr. Duncan Mills
Poston, Colorado Relocation Center
Poston, Arizona

Dear Mr. Mills:

In response to your letter dated May 19 in which you asked for in-
formation regarding housing facilities iIn New York and suburbs, may we
state that we will endeavor to answer for New York and will refer your
letter to our Newark, New Jersey Office for further information.

At the present time, we have temporary housing facility available
in a one-family hostel apartment. The total rent is $2 per day, and this
furnished apartment accommodates six persons.

We have a hostel in Brooklyn which can accommodate single persons.
(The hostel is a half hour from the W.R.A. Office.) Rates are $1 a day
per adult, room and meals, and 50/ for children.

We have temporary accommodations for single women at the Y.W.C.A.
and for single men at the Y.M.C.A. Approximate prices here are $1 per
day rent. Reservations made at these temporary residences must be paid
for unless canceled.

VE have a housing service in our W.R_A. Office where evacuees may
secure leads for permanent housing. At present, we have approximately
100 unfurnished, steam-heated apartments. These all have hot water, pri-
vate bath, kitchen, bedroom, and livingroom. They all rent for $30 per
month. They are all situated in made-over tenaments— buildings of six
stories without elevators.

There is a New York Public Housing Service called the City Vacancy
Listing Bureau located at 1 East 44th Street, New York, New York. They
have listings of ten thousand vacant apartments at the present time.
Practically all of theso are unheated flats. This means that the tenant
supplies his own heat by means of coal or fuel oil used in either a '"Space”
or "Victrola"™ heater. These flats have hot water supplied. They usually
have kitchen, private bath, living room, and two bedrooms. They are lo-
cated in all parts of the city.

We have a few listings of homes for sale in the suburbs and have
the names of some cooperative real estate agents who have assisted evacuees
to purchase homes in this vicinity, and are anxious to help other evacuees.



In our files, we have only one house for rent. This is ©J room
house located on the Long Island Railroad, one hour from New York City,
The heater is installed and the bath has not been yet installed. The
tenants would use well water. Some furniture 1is provided*. There is one-
half acre for the tenantfs use for gardening. Further information of this
house can be found by writing directly to Mr* A. C. Abden, Deer Park, Long
Island.-

Your question on leases is hard to answer. |In general, agents
are not anxious to provide leases because they hope that O.P.A_. will go
out of existence, and that they will bo able to raise the rents. It is
not possible to buy refrigerators, although W.P_B. has given a conversion
release to at least one manufacturing plant. Probably refrigerators will
be available in the near future. Meantime, iceboxes are used by at least
halft of the people living in New York City, Ice is delivered daily.

Stoves are provided for apartments and houses. |If necessary, they
can be purchased.

It is possible to buy used furniture in New York City at very rea-
sonable prices. House furnishings can be purchased.

We hope that this will give you some idea of housing facilities
here. Tie suggest that families with children come immediately in order to
get themselves established before school opens on September 8.

IT there is further information which you would like, please feel
free to write again.

Sincerely yours,
Mary H. S. Hayes H

Acting Relocation Officer in Charge
New York District Office

By Priscilla Ayres /s/
Relocation Officer



Colorado River Kolocation Center
Po«ton, Arltona

too 8, 1945

MEMO fOi Captain Kenneth L* Henry
Commanding Gfficer
Local Security Cossmnd

STIBJECT* Authoriaatton fo Sign Gate Passe«

I Flcaee add the n&me of Miss Lorraine EiBoe,
Leav© Office, to the list of those persona author”

ised to sign gate passes« Bier Signatare Tollows«

Dunean Mille
Project Dircetor

cot Miss Gorham



incoming telegram 64

phoenix ¢ Arizona
jnne 20, 1945

Duncan Mills poston

The following is a press release you may wish to carry in.
vour project newpapers. Project Press Release No. 143 B. For publi-
cation in project newspapers. Poston units 2 and 3 will be ¢ o
evacuee occupancy no later than October 1, 1945 according to an
announcement just received by Project Director Duncan mis. ihe
announcement signed by Director Dillon S. Myer stated that ndminis
trative considerations plus the fact that continued n°w |l relating
should in itself depopulate units 2 and 3 on or before that ~ te ® r
the decision necessary. It also stated that Canal camp of the Gila River
Center would be. closed by the same date for the same”reasons. The
announcements were made at this time in accordance with WRA«»
previously stated policy of giving the residents three months advance
notice before closing centers or units. Mr. Myer stated «During the
next three months, | am confident that you and your staff, with the
cooperation of the evacuee committees can work out relocation P lans
with all the residents of Units 2 and 3 if need be the Washington office
will provide additional assistance and | am asking all field offices
of the authority to render special services to the Colorado River®
and Gila River Relocation centers during the closing period® It is
expected that all residents of units 2 and 3 will relocate before _
October 1, transfers to unit 1 will be permitted only in those indi-
dual cases where WRA is not able to complete final relocation arrange-
ments for persons in need of continuing public assistance or some form
of institutional care* The Director»» letter announcing closing of the
three units sent to all projects. Also asked that appointive staff
and evacuee leaders work out rec(emendations for setting of individual
center closing dates prior to January 1, where feasible, relocation
rates* It ~s announced that suggested procedures for the mechanics
of closing of the units would be forwarded to the center within a short
time ¢

M M Tozier WRA Washington DC






incoming Teletype #2 WRA. Wiashington
9»15 a,m. Backdate 6-20-45

June 21, 1945

Duncan Mills
Poston, Arizona

I have been considering carefully for several weeks, with the aid of
key staff members in Washington, the administrative problems to which you
called my attention some time ago, created by our attempt to continue in
operation U nits 2 and 3 of your center despite the sharp drop in the popula-
tion of these units because of the successful relocation of former residents*
After weighing the convenience to the present residents of continued opera-
tion of these two units until the closing date for your entire center against
the benefits the residents will receive from early relocation and the ad-
ministrative difficulties involved in keeping these units open, | have de-
cided that T nits 2 and 3'of your center should be closed to evacuee occupancy
not 1 ater than October 1, 1945, W have also decided to close the canal unit
of the Gila River Relocation center by the same date, for the same reasons.

During the next three months, i am confidant that you and your staff,
with the cooperation of the evacuee committees, can work otit relocation
plans with all the residents of units 2 and 3. if need be, the Washington
Office will provide additional assistance and | amasking all field offices
of the Authority to render special services to the Colorado River and Gila
River Relocation centers during this closing period.

This is a suitable time, | believe, to re-examine the status of our
entire Relocation program* The principal purpose of this letter is to
secure from you, the members of your staff, and the leaders of the evacueef-v.
community, your ideas on how we can best complete the job we have before us,
I amasking all other project directors and evacuee leaders to consider in
the same way the procedures to be followed in closing their centers, we
have considered these problems in the Washington Office for some time* we
have six and one-half months left before final center closure, we would
like to set up a schedule by which the several centers will be closed on
successive dates instead of being all kept open until December 31, This
seems to us highly desireable for the following reasons:

pirst of all, i believe everyone will'agree that conditions will be
much more favorable to relocation during July, August and September than
during October, November and December, Housing is a problem in virtually
every relocation district. The housing problem can be met better during
the summer months than during the fall and winter months. The transporta-
tion problems will be more acute in the last three months of this year than e
during the est of the summer. Transportation will become increasingly

mas ea’h ifionth passes, in addition to the needs created by the

station, there will be additional seasonal demands on the trans-
portation system by Christmas mail and holiday traffic during the last two
months of the year. Further, while r do not expect that the evacuees will
experience serious'difficulties in obtaining jobs during the last three
months of the year, it is true that normally jobs are more p lentiful during
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the summer'than during the winter months* Also, war cut-backs are beginning
to be made, which will progressively make the employment situation less favor-
able for evacuees although it seems clear that the employment situation will
be favorable for quite some time to come#

Still further, the business of moving and making an adjustment in a
new locality is more difficult in the winter months than it will be during
the next three or four months# There are other factors which favor early
relocation# At present, we have an adequate staff to handle several times
the p resent weekly and monthly volume of relocation# W must recognize, how
ever, that as'we come closer to the end of the year we shall lose additional
staff members, some of them key personnel# consequently, the amount of
assistance we shall be able to offer evacuees in the field and at the center
will diminish as time goes by*

Recently we have been offered many fine group relocation opportunities
both on the pacific coast and in other areas# These group opportunities are
available only if we can get a sufficiently large group relocation in a
short period of time to make the employers feel justified in making such
opportunities available#

I feel certain that the early acceptance by relatively large groups
of evacuees of such group relocation opportunities is the most effective
means of dissolving local anti-Japanese American activities«

The final consideration, of course,, and the most important one, is
the fact that the congress is now considering the last appropriation it will
make to the war Relocation Authority# | have realized for some time that we
could not reasonably expect the congress to appropriate money for the main-
tenance of relocation center beyond a reasonable period after the west coast
Exclusion Order was lifted# Those of you who have followed the progress of our
appropriation bill in the House committee on Appropriations and on the floor
of the House of Representatives know that there was a good deal oppo-
sition to our continuing our operations after July 1 cf this year# we have
succeeded in convincing the legislative and administrative authorities of
the Government so far that we were right in our belief that a full year of
operation of the relocation centers beyond the date of the lifting of the
Exclusion Order was necessary to enable the residents of the centers to com
plete their relocation plans and make their necessary adjustments#

The House of Representatives has just passed an appropriation bill
providing money to operate centers until December 31, but did so only after
it defeated by a small majority of only 18 votes an amendment that sought to
reduce the amount of our appropriation by $ 5,000,000 and that would have
required WHREA* to wind up all its business by next January 1# | am con-
vinced that we would have been unable to get even this slim majority of 18
votes if it had not been for the plea that this was the last appropriation
needed to complete our program# | am hopeful that the Senate will pass
this appropriation# we shall have a very tight schedule to meet because
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the Budget Bureau reduced by $5,000,000 the sum we asked for and which w© be*
lieved necessary to operate all centers until Deoember 31* The larger'the
number of people who delay their departure from the relocation centers, the
tighter our budget situation will be. if there should be a sizeable group
within the relocation centers during the last two months, some of them may be
almost stranded by lack of adequate transportation or by their failure to make
adequate relocation plans earlier. | amsure that you can appreciate the
additional difficulties which will face such evacuees at that time. a large
scale movement during the winter season will place the later leavers among the
evacuees in a very disadvantageiqus position in comparison to those.who made
earlier plans, we must be realistic about this and must recognize that a year
is lbng enough time in which to mate the personal adjustments and plans re-
quired for relocation. MYy thousands of evacuees have already shown that
this ean be done in much less time than a year, in the light of these consi-
derations, i wish that your staff, and the leaders of the evacuee community
would immediately take further inventory of the specific operation you need
to complete at your center. The number of relocation interviews completed
and definite relocation plans made to date should be’'considered. Your trans-
portation resources should be carefully investigated, as well as the number
of temporary and continuing dependency cases and the further arrangements

that may need to be made to provide for them. Upon completion of your
consideration of these problems, please give ne your recommendations as to
>rhen you can close the remaining unit of your center and what further steps you
plA« to take as the best way to do the jog.

in working out a schedule of closing the centers on successive dates,
we will, of course, live up to our commitment to give ninety days advance
notice to the evacuee© before closing any center* W have interpreted that
commitment to require us to give ninety days advance notice before closing
Units 2 and 3 at Poston and the Canal unit at Gila. That is why we have
announced that we shall close those units by not later than October 1. wo
have listed above in this letter the adminfe trative considerations which impel
us to announce the closing of those units by the date and to believe that
we need now to work out a schedule of successive closings for the centers.

In considering a closing date for your center you may be assured that
all appointive personnel who have rendered satisfacotry service at your
center will be needed either at your center to complete the adminstrative
work in connection with closing or in another center or in a field office
until W.R.A.*S administrative job is wholly finished.

Please discuss these considerations with the community council, other
evacuee leaders, and staff members so that we may have your ideas'and recom-
mendations on how we can best serve the interests of all evacuees, keeping
m mind the problems we have summarized which make early relocation so much

more desirable than delayed relocation, woOwant to have the benefit of Y]our
recommendations.

W J  leavi”g tonight on a trip to the west coast and shall be back
in my office on June 2?. It would help me greatly If i eould have your
recommendations to study when | return or at least very shortly thereafter.

D. S. Myer
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SUBJECT11; Transfers between Units §

| Instructions from %m Washing;con Office regard-
lag' the dosing oginits IX-and 1IX stats that tr&ns*
fers from those |||&ts to Unit | Krill' be permitted I
m*& in those®adividualjlc&see shore WR«A* j«Pnot |
able to complete|Uxial relocation arrangements for
sersons in need of continuing public a*pittance or

T

-case form of institution carée

"TyansferamfT persons in the categories Justl
mentioned 1d* of course9 require ray approval.
Please instruct Unit SBlock Itonarers that henceforth
they have no authority! to lapprove- transfers of per”®
i«j)rrsdeddnj Hto move from Units Il and 111 to Unit

*mM Duncan Mills
I Project Director
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miture*

Very truly yours»
/«/ Ctdl Moré&on

mx L Wr_nas -
Eolocation Officer
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for mors than seven souths we have been talking about closing relocation
centers and about closing Poston in particular» and during that tine a tremen-
dous amount of discussion and argument has occurred as to the advisability of
closing Poston» or the feasibility of closing* or the possibility of closing
Poston* But the time for discussion and argument on the question of closing
Poston is now past* How is the time for action* Z cannot conceive of anything
more futile at this juncture than another series of meetingat which the question
as to whether or not Poston can or will be closed is discussed* Shat decision
has been made and will not be retraced* X expect to be quite busy and X know
all of you will be and X trust you will use your Influence to counsel against
any further discussions about closing and to work Instead to solve the problems
of those who must relocate* X hope that you will not spend youftime or permit
the residents to spend their time or to take up my time in further discussion
on this point* As X have said» X cannot conceive of anything more futile In
the present situation* Xn the teletype which X have just read emphasis has been
placed on the necessity of securing an even» oderly flow of movement over the
next several months* Unfortunately we have not had this even flow thus far*
Shore are» X am sure» many people in the center whose plans are complete» who
have a place to go* and who have ordered packing boxes* And yet X see the same
boxes standing in the blocks week after week* Apparently the decision has been
made that they will relocate or the boxes would not have been ordered but for
seme reason or on some excuse they continue to stay on* Xt is not fair to the
people who are unable to leave yet to have those who can go now put off going
with the result that travel for all concerned will be such more difficult in the

dosing months
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Za order to secure an area flow wo Bust move 2,000 people In August*
fhat will bo our quota for the month* Zt will he broken down Into units* dis-
tricts, and blocks, and If necessary we will go Into the blocks to find out why people
who are able to go and whose plans are made are not going* Our relocation Ffiles
are full of such eases and we hare only to refer to the files to ascertain that
they hare a place to go*that all necessary arrangements hare been made* but that
they are putting off their departures as long as possible* We intend to use
whatever pressure wo can to see that these people do go soon In order that those
who are unable to go now can hare fair consideration when they need It* We are
particularly Interested now In seeing that families with children of school age
leave before September* Many of them have been aisled by bad advice to the
effect that there will be schools of some kind in Poston in September* Insofar
as Poston"s school facilities are concerned* or Its church buildings* or Its
recreation halls* there will be no schools* They are specifically prohibited by
the director* Who only way for families with children to give them proper school-
ing will bo to see that they are entered In schools outside at the beginning of
the school year*

Z advise you most sincerely and seriously to counsel against any resistance
to the closing* Absolutely nothing is to be gained by It* You may be quite sure
that resistance will be an aet hat by counter-measures and those who resist will
be worse off la the long run that if they had accepted the decision and gone
about making their plans accordingly*

the

1 will ask all division chiefs to have ready for/nezt Wednesday morning
staff meeting a draft of programs and procedures for closing Tirst units two end
three on October 1 and then for closing the entire center to evacuee occupancy on
Docamber 1* Shore is a need for a great deal of thorough planning a»d wo should

start on it immediately*
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Haa all alaviiaaaavai/= Ha fallavi// la Ha «alalvla far Ha alaaia/a af
Ha ralaamllaa «tatara!
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Oaalml OHIl «ad Mlallaka aa ar lafara Bavavler X
Heart ¢;lavatala mal Olla liver aa or lafara lavavi«/ 15
Celar®do live/ «ad Kansaaar aa ar lafara Uaeevbar 1
Salvar aa ar lafara Secavi«/ 15
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July 12* 1945

A MSSSAGS FROM THE NATIONAL DIRECTOR TO RESIDENTS OF RELOCATION- GENTSES

As you all know, WRA 1is primarily a service organization* Its
main job is to help the people iIn. Relocation centers become
“‘established once again,in private life. During the past three
.years, in helping oyer 45,000 people ..to relocate, we have en-
countered almost every conceivable type of resettlement prob-
lem. Each family that has come forward for relocation as-
sistance has presented a challenge to the energy and engenuity
of our staff members. No two cases have been exactly .alike*
Yet, in all cases without exception, we have been able to help
the relocators in working out their own distinctive problems
and in making an adequate adjustment. Never once have we
found an individual or family relocation problem whlch We
considered unsolvable. We do not expect to meet such problems
in the future. It is. highly important that we continue ren-
dering this individualized type of assistance in relocation
until the very end of the program. In order to do this ef-
fectively, however, we must have a comparatively even flow

of movement out of the centers over the next several months*
Such a movement is essential in order to insure continuously
efficient service in individual or family counselling, in
travel arrangements for the relocators, in transportation of
personal property, in. finding housing accommodations for re-
settlers, and in all the other linos of relocation assistance
which WRA i1s now iIn" excellent position to provide. Those who
advise the residents of centers to hang on or tell them that
their problems are unsolvable, therefore, are doing a most
serious disservice. They are not only ignoring Y/RA’s past \.
record of relocation assistance but are actually working
against the welfare of the people whom they pretend to help,
We. have considered the problem of rendering adequate assis-
tance on an individual basis to every eligible family and
person still residing in relocation centers. We have also
given attention to the shortage of transportation facilities
which will, inevitably become more acute in the fall months

as additional thousands of troops-are- redeployed .across the
country. Because of these pressing considerations, we have
decided on a gradual schedule for .closing relocation centers
over a period of two. months instead of closing them ail
simultaneously* The following isAthe schedule for the
closings of. the relocation centers;

Granada on or before October 15

Central Utah and Minidoka on or before November 1
Heart Mountain and Gila River on or before November 15
Colorado Elver and Manzanar on or before December 1
Eohwer on-or before December 15

In order to assure an even, orderly movement from the
centers and a well planned program of assistance* it -is
essential that ail résidents should .decide where they wish
to relocate by September 1 at the latest. Our advice and
assistance to you cannot be made effective until you have
made that basic decision. I am greatly pleased with the
high degree of success achieved by the more than 45,000
evacuees who already left relocation centers* The V/EA is
.prepared to assist every one of you to make a similar suc-
cessful readjustment* As | have indicated on various occa-
sions at the centers, there iIs no such word as "can’t" either
in the vocabulary of center residents or in the vocabulary
OF WRA*

Dillon S, Myer
WRA Director
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FOLLOWING STATEMENT REGARDING CLOSING OF RELOCATION CENTERS SHOULD
BE ANNOUNCED TO RESIDENTS YOUR CENTER AT TIME OF EVENING MEAL BUT NOT
BEFORE. ANNOUNCEMENT MIGHT WELL BE MADE ORALLY IN MESS HALLS BUT WILL
LEAVE THIS TO YOUR DISCRETION. IN ANY CASE STATEMEN T SHOULD BE RE-
PRODUCED IN BOTH ENGLISH AND JAPANESE FOR DISTRUBUTION AS SOON AS POSS-

IBLE TO EVERY FAMILY. ANNOUNCEMENT TO OUTSIDE PRESS IS BEING MADE
FROM HERE AND WILL APPEAR IN TOMORROW MORNING PAPERS. STATEMENT IS
ENTITLED A MESSAGE FROM THE NATIONAL DIRECTOR TO THE RESIDENTS OF
RELOCATION CENTERS AND READS AS FOLLOWS-

« AS YOU ALL KNOW, WRA 1S PRIMARILY A SERVICE ORGNIZATION, ITS MAIN
JOB IS TO HELP THE PEOPLE IN REOCATION CENTERS BECOME ESTBLISHED ONCE
AGAIN 1B PRBVATE LIFE . DURING THE PAST THREE YEARS, IN HELPING OVER
45,000 PEOPLE TO RELOCATE, WE HAVE ENCOUNTERED ALMOST EVDRY CONCEIVALBE
TYPE OF RESETTLEMENT PROBLEM.

IB3v
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PAGE TWO OF MESSAGE TO ALL CENTERS BEGINNING WITH NO 24 PX
EACH FAMILY THAT HAS COME FORWARD FOR RELOCATION ASSISTANCE HAS PRESENTED
A CHALLENGE TO THE ENERGY AND INGENUITY OF OUR A STAFF MEMBERS* NO TWO
CASES HAVE BEEN EXACTLY ALIKE. YET, IN ALL CASES WITHOUT EXCEPTION, WE
HAVE BEEN ABLE TO HELP THE RELOCATORS IN WORKING OUT THEIR OWN DISTIN*
CTIVE PROBLEMS AND IN MAKING AN ADEQUATE ADJUSTMENT. NEVER ONCE HAVE
WE FOUND AN INDIVIDUAL OR FAMILY RELOCATION PROBLEM WHICH WE CONSIDERED
UNSOLVABLE. WE DO NOT EXPECT TO MEET SUCH PROBLEMS IN THE FUTURE. IT
IS HIGHLY IMPORTANT THAT WE CONTINUE RENDERING THIS INDIVIDUALIZED
TYPE OF ASSISTANCE IN RELOCATION UNTIL THE VERY END OF THE PROGRAM. IN
ORDER TO DO THIS EFFECTIVELY,g HOWEVER, WE MUST HIE A COMPARATIVELY
EVEN FLOW OF MOVEMENT OUT OF THE CENTERS O VER THE NEXT SEVERAL MONTHS.
SUCH A MOVEMENT 1S ESSENTIAL IN ORDER TO INSURE CONTINOUSLY EFFICIENT
SERVICE IN INDIVIDUAL OR FAMILY COUNSELLING, IN TRAVEL ARRANGE*
MENTS FOR THE RELOCATORS, IN TRAPXX TRANSPORTATION OF PERSONAL
PROPERTY, IN FINDING HOUSING ACCOMMODATIONS FOR RESETTLERS, AND IN ALL TH
XX THE OTHER LINES OF RELOCATION ASSISTANCE WHICH WRA 1S NOW IN EXCELLENT
POSITION TO PROVIDE. THOSE WHO ADVISE THE RESIDENTS OF CENTERS TO HANG «
OR TELL THEM THAT THER // THEIR PROBLEMS ARE UNSOLVABLE, THEREFORE, A&E
DOING A MOST SERIOUS DISSERVICE. THEY ARE NOT ONLY IN// ING//
IGNORING WRA *S PAST RECORD OF RELOCATION ASSISTANCE BUT ARE ACTUALLY
WORKING AGAINST THE WELFARE OF THE PEOPLE WHOM THEY PRETEND TO HELP,
WE HAVE CONSIDERED THE PROBLEM OF RENDERING ADEQUATE ASSISTANCE ON AN
INDIVIDUAL BASIS TO EVERY ELIGIBLE FAMILY AND EVERY PERSON STILL
RESIDIBW IN RELOCATION CENTERS. WE-HAa*=*rS"~
1
v u
v XXXXXXXXXXXXXX
RESUXXXXX

NeEan™rrTRNcsTiIIFrSNFERS. we have also given attention to the

SHORTAGE OF TRANSPORTATION FACILITIES WHICH WILL INEVITABLY BECOME
MORE ACUTE IN THE FALL MONTHS AS ADDITIONAL THMUSANDS OF TROOPS ARE
REDEPLOYED ACROSS THE COUNTRY. BECAUSE OF THESE PRESSING CONSIDERATIONS,
WE HAVE DECIDED ON A GRADUAL SCHEDULE FOR CLOSING RELOCATION CENTERS
OVER A PERIOD OF TWO MONTHS INSTEAD OF CLOSING THEM ALL SIMULTANEOUSLY.
THE FOLLOWING 1S THE SCHEDULE FOR THE CLOINSG OF THE RELOCATION CENTERS*
GRANADA ON OR BEFORE OCTOBER 15-
CENTRAL UTAH AND MINIDOKA ON OR BEFORE NOVEMBER 1-
HEART MOUNTAIN AND GILA RIVER ON OR BEFORE NOVEMBER 15-
COLORADO RIVER AND MANZANAR ON OR BEFORE DECEMBER 1*
ROHWER ON OR BEFORE DECEMBER 15.
IN ORDER TO ASSURE AN EVEN, ORDERLY MOVEMENT FROM THE CENTES AND A WELL
PLANNED PROGRAM OF ASSISTANCE, IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT ALL RESIDENTS SHOULD
DECIDE WHERE THEY WISH TO RELOCATE BY SEPTEMBER 1 AT THE LATEST. OUR
ADVICE AND ASSISTANCE TO YOU CANNOT BE MADE EFFECTIVE
UNTIL YOU HAVE MADE THAT BASIC DECISION. 1 AM GREATLY PLEASED WITH THE
HIGH DEGREE OF SUCCESS ACHIEVED BY THE MORE THAN 45,000 EVC// EVACUEES
XIBRKLBSSDWFLEBV IBITFITIKEITENSGBIEIRSSUME WRA 1S PREPARED 84S48S$t£VER
OVERLINED LAST LINE SRY
OK WONT START OVER TOO LONG WHICH LINE
LAST LINE WRITEN
XXXXXXXX
WHO ALREADY LEFT RELOCATION CENTERS. THE WRA IS PREPARED TO ASSIST
EVERY ONE OF YOU TO MAKE A SIMILAR SUCCESSFUL READJUSTMENT.
AS 1 HAVE INDICATED ON VARIOUS 0OV// OCCASIONS AT THE CENTERS, THERE 1S
NO SUCH WOr£)AS "CANT* EITHER IN THE VOCABULARY OF CENTER RESIDENTS OR
IN THE VOCABULARY OF WRA.

D. S, MYER WRA WA
LP135P
1ST LMW 2ND WD STATEMENT 45,000 15 1 15 1 14 // 15 1
45,000
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INCOMING TELETYPE i”0 2« |6P WASHINGTON D. G
JULY 16, 19h5

DUNCAN MILLS POSTON

STFi ARE INDICATIONS THAT SOME CENTER ARE MISINTERPRETING
PARAGRAPH 11Q 3 OP ADMINISTRATIYS NOTICE 263 RE TEMPORARY ASSIS-
TANCE IN REESTABLISHING HOUSEHOLD. THEY ARS WIRING FIELD OFFICES
FOR VERIFICATION OP WAGES FOR RESETTLED FAMILY MEMBERS AND WAGES
EVACUEES ARE LIKELY TO RECEIVE 30 DAYS AFTER LEAVING CENTERS. ,
WAGES PROM WRA FOR WORK PERFORMED IN CENTER ARE ONLY WAGES OF CEN-
TER RESIDENTS TO BE INCLUDED AS CASH RESOURCE. DO NOT INCLUDE
WAGES ArPLICANTS ARE LIKELY TO RECEIVE AFTER LEAVING THE CENTER
OR WAGES OF FAMILY McMBER WHO HAS ALREADY RELOCATED. IF THE
RELOCATED FAMILY MEMBER IS LIVE WITH THE PEOPLE RELOCATING, HE
WILL BE CLASSIFIED AS A WAGE EARNER IN COMPUTING THE AMOUNT OF
RESETTLEMENT ASSISTANCE TO BE ALLOCATED TO FAMILY.



AUTHORITY

461 Market Street
San Frencisoo 5,|Calif.grnia

Mr 88 July 27, 1945

Mr* puncan Mills
Project Director
Colqrado River Relocation Center
I"stoAvIlArizona Ipl™: D lp«] |

Dear Mr. Mill 111

This refers to your ,letter 6F;May 22, 1945 yesp™ISBftg”
the re-employment of evacuees PY the Santa Fe Railroadp This
letter was only recently referred to us for answer. ,

We have examined typical labor.”agreements between the
railroads .and the unions* In mOst” og-ses,-the railroads, have
open shop agreements and thus may employ non-union labor. “The
agreements provideffor establishing and maintaining®seniority
rights. Definite Obligations are placed upon the employees in
order that they may maintain their seniority, hut no provision
is made to yeMn seniority un&er circumstances such as con-
front the evacuee.*_.seniority roster is posted each year ohi
January 1st and any employee having any protest is required
to make such protest within 60 days*

Employees are permitted leaves of absence under the
labor agreements but arrangements must be ma.de between the
employing officer and the chairman of the local committee
representing the employees in order for the employee to rer
tain his seniority.” The only exception made under the rules,

is ¢in the case of sickness.

The agreements also provide the proceduretor suhmitting
grieirenles bythe employee. Such steps may be followed- In the*
ivint the railroads refuse re-employment in any specific case.
IT reinstatement is denied after submission of a grievance the
employee may then pursue such remedies as he may have under the

Railway I1*abor Act.

Technically the railroads are justified iIn .denying re-jj
instatement with seniority rights to those former
who failed to protect theijf fig|.h\.,Ih vaoc#|ai|b4 with~th” 1&ov* -
agreements. Unfortuantely, through no fault of .their own, the
evacuees were unable to meet the requirements of the labor agreer
ments as to leaves of absence., Thus they have a, least a moral
right to reinstatement since their employment was terminated
through no choice of their own and s i n ¢c e * NnO*
for reasons of incompetence or unsatisfactory service., There
are some indications that as a matter of policy the railroads
are hot inclined to reinstate evacuee employees as a group*



Neither do the unions seem inclined to accept them as a group*
t~g”ver, therelis some prospect that as individuals they;?willll
be re-employed and it would probably be best to oresent the
problem on”ah individual case basis* In any eventleach soeoi-
ric case should be prosecuted separately for the reason that
each emploKee must take every step possible* to, protect suchwfl
rights as he may havee

AN Ng suggested that each~former railroad
toploye® directly to the railroad and amil a copy
to the Union to which he belonged, making application for re-
employment with the railroad and for restoration of the senior-
ity states which helenjoyed prior to evacuation.?;

It is further suggested that the letter state: (1 The
date he was fTirst employed by the railroad;” (2) the continuity
of his employment; (3) the fact that he was evacuated under ex-
ecutive order excluding all persons of Japanese descent from
the WesmCoast and the specific date of his evacuation; (4)
that the exclusion order has now been lifted end that he has
beep PReared, bf? the military authority; (if that relocation
centers are to be closed and he is obliged to relocate; (6) that
he has not engaged in any work since the time of evacuation;

() bhst he is now_beady and willing to accept a Job with thaln
railroad - ,wWSSiipMi

We suggest that this letter be drafted with the help of
the Project Attorney*

The application for the job is the Ffirst step that, must
be taken by the former employee of the railroad to be restored
to his position* This office will assist In every proper way
in those cases where the railroad may refust re-employment. |J
In this connection it would be helpful if a copy of the letter
of each applicant be forwarded to this offlce*

We believe that re-employment is the important factor
and that once re-employed the evacuee will”be in a better
position to re-establish his seniority statuse

= Sincerely.

"Kent Silverthorne

»Kent Silverthorne m/KHKKjSts *
~Principal Attorney
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My *h mS
mo pm*
Presenti Mr. Upian Mr. Barrett

Mr* C&ssilly Mr* Thompson

Tt are mooting for the purpose of dleeuesing how a traotor
became stalled on the canal bank. X hear every hind of stories* Z don’t know
which to boilers. As | get from your memorandum, Dorman, Waldrip and Thonaan
wore the drivers involved, and they «ere supposedly hauling a lend of boxes to
the warehouse. On the my book they decided to toko the rood to the canal.

1&JFoHMFfmi 1 didn>t soy this in the memo, but 1 think their
intention ms to go swimming. Z didn’t approach them, so Z can’t say that
that wasn"t their intention. .

ttes-Mteft« They apparently didn®"t go swimming.
Mr. QasslUvi «hat did they say they intsndsd ts dot

Mr. Thompsoni When X askod thom, they said thsy wars exploring. X
didn t know whother to firo them or not. X know it was gross adstts* of govern*
meat property, the time involved me from 2i00 to 500 p.m. on Saturday.

Mas anything like this srsr oocurrsd boforo as fur as
thoas two boys are concerned? Did these two aleuso government equipment before!

, A JkxJd3mmmi Ms* *aldrip is a vary willing worker. X think thorman
leads the boy. When thsy told mo what happened, Waldrip said, **Don*t leak at
mo— it was Thorman*o idea.” Thorman said, "We"re both in on this together."
Thorman has either had a 1st of bad lack on every traotor ho has taken out. oOr

ho is very irresponsible*

X think he is very irresponsible.
lifjui&yU&UE] Waldrip is leaving the end of this week*

Mx&.MamWtl Ms planned to work until the 28th of this month. X
think ho came to see Phil.

IfaufIMIWyJt. Yes, he eams to see mo on the 18th. Ha eald ho wanted
to leave the fTelXswiag evening. He had received a telegram from his wife telling
him to seme to her homo Immediately. Ho eald he didn"t know what was wrong,
but he felt he should go. After talking to him for quite a while, 1 prevailed
upon him to give ue sufficient time to got a replacement. He deelded to etay
until the 2oth.



te. liinimt MS anyone know before they left that th”~ sight go
iviBiUg» Dorman, did yes or daok have any ldas thgr i t#1 So ««ah a thlagkK

hr, ffhonmeoaf Vo» 9ho crew vat 1& Parker» 1 thought they eould
help unload the boxes so 1 suggested that they help» Iboy «did thtre was nobody
there os they tadt* Shore vat nothin* for the« to haul hero» Shore vae
ao suggestion sado that tluy would go swimming»

Mr« Caasilly; Md you knew that there was nothin* to haul?
Mr* Thompson; Teo» 1 a* tore there tat nothis* to haul»
Mr» Osseillrt What time did treir leave?

Mr» Ttot»i»i About Igof» fa think that at JtlO they went dova to
try to get the 1iacter oat before eirther of at know anything about It> When
they could»11 got It eat» they ease book and told aa about > X went to talk
1o Patrick, bat the only altemativo vat to toad the wenoh truk» They eaah
betic at feted> Malty « U he had aado previous «mngauais to go out for the
ovoala?andhodlm'tfeel ho eould sped the tire to get It cat» 0 2 said
wo would have to wart watll Mondar moming*

Mr» LInlan; Vat the traotor palled oatt

Mr» Thoapoon; fe«» about 10jO0 this morning*
Mr» Linlant Vos there any daaoge?

Mr# Thompson; lot that X could eoo»

Mr» Itinlaai that will It do to your »action if both boys aro
dlaohorgsdi

Mr» fhosptoiu loll» Waldrip 1« leaving anyhow* Thoraan 1« irroapoaalblo
and falle cocky. Ve aro trying new to got a roplaaostat for his»

Mr» 1Apiaat Mew long weald It take to prepare a etateaeat on the coot
of the «errino usai was necessary to pall the traotor oat as well ao tho cost
of roparlng any damage?

Mr» Thompson; Vo would count tho coti of tho tlao the two drivers
epent in getting tho track oat»

Mr» linian; X think» if you fool It Is necessary» that wo should wall
the two of tosa in and got their side of tho «tory» My inclIn&tloa is to sake
a recomadation that both of then be discharged mid that they bo eharged for
the eest that was incurred in getting tho traotor oat and that this aonoy bo
refunded to tho goveraaent» Vhat do yea think, Phil?

Mr» Qaoetllri 2 think wo had better talk to then Inditidually first»
It «ay bs entirely the fault of Just one of thew



Mr« Barretti If one of them «as dolag the driving» there mis nothing
the other could do about it« 1 can*t figure out why they took that rood«

Mr» Thennsoni They did»11 mention the foot that they coaid toko the
other road* 1 understand that the Xadian Sortie# is considering billing VIA
for regrading the side of the canal« They ran the trade down mad it made a big
dost la the side of the canal*

Mr» Barretti 1 dom91 think there coaid here keen that much damage*

Mr* Qaeeillyt Vhy &emH ve Mil this (the her« ) $1® for it? 1 think
it probably cost $10*

Mr» Union* When can ve eee then?

Mr* Thompson* There is another driver t\wiag showmn around by them new
Ve probably couldn’t see then before late this afternoon»

MFf« IInlami  Veil then* can you arrange to hare then here by 2*30
tenerrev morning?

Mr* Thompsons 1 think to«

(The meetlag «no adjourned®)

July 2k» 19*5
3*3R® a«n»

(Mr* Valdrip was questioned™)

Mr* Sasa&llri  Mr» Waldrtp» It has been reported that on Saturday
afternoon you ani Mr* Thoruan vero atsigned to use a tractor to take tone bones
to Oa”™ Il and on the way bask you got off the road and get the traeter stuck
im Mate canal bonk» The Indiestions are that this constitutes a alstiaa af
govermment equipment which is a serious offense against federal law Ve are
holding this meeting to hear what you have to say*

Mr» Waldrfo* It va<n9t ay intention to get it stuck«

Mr» Oatsilly* Mere you dridngf

Mr» \gldriol Tes*

Mr» Casdllri where were you going?

Mr» Waldriot Ve were going to watch them svim for n few ninutes»

As far mo that goes, | knew ef fellevs who go to tomn end drink baer em o> m«
meat time and in govermment cars«



Mr» $atstllari That aay It ©»> bat it hak nothing to do with your
m "lad you inTended to go swinaing?

Hr# WalArApt Vo* 1 warnl! going **d«itng*

Mr» c*««lllyt Tea were ¢rising to the place where other people wore
eviM&agr  BBm

Mr» Maldrtqt le««
Mr# Qatsillyt “hat were you going oscr for?

Mr» IftIMti to watch thus swi‘w Meonly I M1 d to etay a few
minute« and when we“Tried to go* we oouldni1l»

Mr» Ceeeillyl 2 don™tthink It sake« amah difference* hat line did
yoa happen to get dSfirthe read?

Mr» Valeria> there &« a roadop to the easel™

Mr» Caesllirt Are there thy »edition* that existed «hioh night
hate a hearing on the reason for year going there that would »dice u« feel that
yea probably aade a preper oee ef goseraeent equipment?

Mr» Wehftei 2 ecell eay anything»

Mr» Beapten Her« la «onething 2 can «er that night hare «0*t»
teasing Insofar a* ¢he pyehologieal aapeet 1« eeneeraed™ Before the beye left
t suggested that they help onload the boxes* Ae there tree no one there to
instruct then* and einee they had nothing to do* they ni#ht hare thought they
My at well kill a little tine mywsy.

Mr» Oae«lliyl Hoe far off the road did you drlre?
Mr» Waldrtp* About a block*

Mr» Caagrtlly» Rad you been notified in the eeare* of your work that
you Mere not to go off oertain roade?

Mr* wnldripi Bo*

Mr» Oestllir* Bid you knoM that what you rare delng vas eemtrasy te
the role« ond regalatleae of the gssevnaeat?

Mr* Waldriot S$er Z didnll think it would hurt t go down for a f»v

alémteo* We just wanted to watch the« swin™ then when we etasted te lease»
we couldn™t*

Mr. Oaesllly* Rare you handed In your reeignatlon ae of the 23th?



*r. llplaat t ta't haa* *h«th«r pou(tU m «ara lafanad tt to
kav aertena it la to uaa «ovanaaat a (tf|M | far cspthiug other «ua jiTinaaal
taalaaaa. If H la »fava» «ha* jraa haft haaa «ala« 1« far |w r ava paraoaal uaa.
l« la a wir sariama ehsrg* sai aaa «hi* salla tot a «lattaria. All «ha« va
haaa haaa «alai la «a trjr «a flit a laglaal raaaoa far y w ualai «ha tractor
aa «ha« ras*. Tam ama* eoa* dar «ha «Ua Imalrad piu* «ha* l« aaa* «ha «aran-
aaat «a «at «ha «rmsk off «ha «ahaakaaat aad cat l« hatt «bara 1* halaaiaA.
tta» «a basa «a «a la «ha tomo af «ha fasta aa praaaatsd, Valdrlp, la «a «lattaria
ram. 1 da»'« haaa Jms* «ha* «a «ili «a. Ismsvar. «ha rafulatlea* «hla
«ara
I afha Indspaadaat Offlsas Appropriatlos Aa*. 19b5, (Puhlls JJ«, 7««h
OsBiraaa) «tipula**« ita» aap affisar ar «aploya« af «ha (m m ai«
tta usas or anthorlsaa tha uaa af aagr Caram anx amia« or lassa«
aetar-prapallad paaaaaiar-aarrrlu« mttlela far athar thaa afflala!
miyaasa «hall ha laasdlatalp raaarad frea affisa, tta «atta
‘affittai parpo«««’ daaa aa* lattate «ha «raaapartatlea af affisar«
att «aploya#« hatwaau tettai las aad plaaaa af «aploya»** tta
«att 'meaa* has haaa tetta«« «a lattate as* auy tha «rimar «f «ha
«ttlala, hot ttaa paaaawiara aa «all. if l« la «starala*« «ha* th«y
taowiagly «ara «alai a «ar far athar thaa affittai pupasaa. Atta
law la applicati« «a tha ter Jtslaeatlaa Aatharitgr. «tt «a all
aaplaraa*. «att projsot director ar haa« «f a fluid affisa «ha
dlaooTara «aa af hla staff ttalattai «ha lar «hall «afea Inaila*«
stata «a saaura tha affaadar'a «lattaaal. ter aa Utarpratatlaa
af «<halac ate «ha’)particular siraamtaaaas prevalila* a* «««ara**
€ o 11?7 i i
ttls 1« « amtrawlp «riama mttar. M letarro«atad Ir. fiioapaon yattsrdv
«@ «a* hla atetas«« aa «a ttsthar tta «sa af «ha trucie «a* suthorlsad. la
fai* «ha* pam «era aarely «ha paasamier laataad af «ha «rimar.

Ir. Thakpacai | «Ma'™* haa« a* «ha «laa «ha« ha «aa «ha «rimar.
Ite. Itela»i Ir. Oaattlly. bara pam atythlaf «a addi

Ite. CaaalUri Tot «ha record 1 thltt pam aheuld att* a atataaast aa
«a lr. Waldrlp'* past tarttea*.

I r. thaspaami Ir. MttdrgylttMpromaa marp aatlsfaataip la hla «att.
1S pmx la «ararsi faoar* ornartic« ter «hieh ha haa aarar rasala*« aap ooapens«-
«ioa. 1 thltt thara ahould ha laalaaap la «hi* aaa*.

~Ir. Mattai la «th«r «arda, pou f««l tea* ma ahauU aaeapt ir.
VUldrip's re«I*ot tl«u aa af tta ttthl

Ir. ttoapaocai Tas. tta* «ap l« ««al« aa* Ittma a ha« astt aittaat
hla record.

Ite. Malte» tta« *111 ha «11 ter a*«. Mavili di«sa«« 1» furthsr
aa« la* pou knev af «ur daalslca, ir. Valdrlp.



(hr* thorns» tas «BiltUtia*)

Mr» OTHIUyl Hr# Aomen* «i kcw »wiytwi « report that you and
to* W&ldrapwere off the road orar toward tho swlnaing hoi« hotwoan camp* |
ead Il on tho way tatt fro» your «sto* Vo understand that you had the tractor

with yam and that it stuok on ta sanai tato* tab una of equipment is aeatrwy

ta governata ta as ta «am «tag It far raaraalaa or paratal purposes*
*a «a haw» atad yam ta aaaa in this aasaiat ta tail us how you happened t0O ha
there ta why*

hr>>A ornant toll» wa just cot tai] up* Iite dida9t t a any idea
wa oouidn®"t gat hack.

ir* Passillrt Vha waa driving?
wesv  waa driving*
Hr* OaaaiUyi ta ca« you permission ta «aa ta tacto?
tot Asman* iIte* Aaapaaa aaat ma ta halp unload some boxes.
hr* Aoapsoat tay wars aaat ty aa ta da a |nh ta this issa toa».

hr* Oaisiliyi Ite* Amman* had you haaa iaataatad tat gevamata
equipment waa not to ha uta far privata business*

hr* Ammani Taa*

_ ItexJ?atalilyt  As you faal tat wa weald ha doing wroag if wa took
ami action against you?

Hr. Thoraan: |1 daadt saa why tara ia eta a hig row* Sha afternoon
vaa atar* | had me intention ef getting the trunk stuck* I1f it hada9t gotten
=took, nothing would hare keen amid*

hr* Peesillyi How far did yam gat off the road?

hr* Aomani taut a hlosk*

Kr. Oesslllyt Sews yam anything to add* Nr* Thompson?

hr* fhonpaeat Aa only thing | harm to My ia that wa ara wary

ata undermanned and that unless a replacement can he ande* 1 think taiaagy
should ha «hewn*

It Aeneas At it waa unintentional*

hr* Aoapsoni Ve era awara af tat feet* A eould aelouleta the time
it tta to get the truck amt ta taa reparation to ta cromata te tat extant*



-T -

Mr* t think «e ehould m d the regulatioa K Kr. ftinn.
All ini bave beai* trying to do 1« te fiad a reason # th«y ver« «teak there*
Se far ve Mere fenaam roasoa*

Mr. Cftsilliyli (Head« thé rogalation * Sectlon 89.1.1} ef thé Handbeok.}
Tea »=* thé statement ef thé regaletion leerte «e ne reta fer «balee* espeeielly
IT the pere«« dola« it had fall knovledge ef vhet he «ne dein«* Ude ie «lire ae
theé ette titai knovledge ef thé latai* Nr* Idplan, heve aren mything te «4A?

Mr» Maina* Se* Mr* «tornea aay wsnt to nrt» e final statement.

Mr. «tormeai % heve nevar been flred fren a deh befare» bnt 1
that IT tre are flred yen «hould let us knov retr ee tre tea aake tene preparatiene*

) Mr.Mpleat Ve a«y heve to reeeaneaA yonr diealaea te the Prejeat
Bimotor .

Mr. «teman: It «ne eatlrely «nlateetlenal*

y* Halani «to faet that yon «et off the raed* eren If yen hadaii
«ette» «teak» voald stili eenetltnte naanthorleed use ef «evesaneat «ttlpaeat™
IT yenr ear did net «et eteak» bnt If «<mene had eeen yen and hed reportad it
te na* vhether yonr ear «aa «teck er net, ve venid etili bave te tek» aetien*

Mr. fhorasai Veli* | venid Uba te fenev thle aerala« aa that 1
«cn «e thle aftemean*

(Mr. «torma loft and a privata dleenaaien «aa held ae follava*)
vr* Llplani Vali» «hat le yonr opinleal (fO thé tenedttee)

Mg» ttoapeoca* 1 bave jmst ene thlnk te a«r» Mght at tola tina
there la a terrine anmt ef heat oa evaliable naapevar* 1 thinig that for
the «eed ef thé dentar lenienoy «hould he «beva la thle tate*

Mr. llplan* thle tata le eatslde ef the laber prehlea entlrely.
Sene aetien hae te be taken.

Mr. Thompson} Bnt eren Congrees reserve« the righi te eocae elaetielty
in th» lev In arder to allov thé deviatlea freni the letter ef the la» IT it la
fer the generai geed»1 1 think that they eenld ba nada te pay for the tlae
lavaivai end the daaage te the ansai* «fF eearee» aev that tha investigatioa
Ern]wevtoen carried throngh. 1t ai*t aake toan nato «area— er batteri 1 dea"t

) 1 think that etnee the enee le ee eleer ent9 ve vili
bave te taire «@@snetieea*



Mr» Unfan: Mm I 1« yonr opiniéon. fir. Barratt?

Hr. Btmtl» IHWOM i «F D»il ftittr %t tuy hada*t goltan
~«=7* vt neald aarer hara koiro agrthing dbout H, and J**t a» tha hoy «aya. 8
Io’,l% ﬂf geopla btrt gara lo Fartear to driak a*ing gofiia m 1 «ara and an «orara—
*a at»

or tha raia* | fairk «tur prahshly thought 11 vould ha parfaetty all right la
drira anoh a «hort dlataaaa. It la tha firat affaaaa of tilla fefy# for atthar

af tha». may ara ralatiraly nav aoployaaa.
(Oleentaltn aff tha record)

Dad aloa of tha Ca«*lttaa

soaadttsa vhich ha« ha®» appointed hy Mr. llpla* con«leting af
*ee**«e Qassilly. Thoapaon and Barra«!« apea oonaldaring tha fasta hronght out

dnrin* tha hasringa aeread o» tha folloving:

1* £h*t»> el»aa tt ta tha firat offsets for aithar af tha mo indi-
rldnals i»volved® hath h*In& veterana of «ha war. and slaca thara aaa no &8&&m$*
ta gpvemaent prsperty ar ecpipiaent. that diaelpUaaly satis* he taha* acatas*
tha»a aploya#» tuapendinf tha* f*ea dnty vithont pRy for a parlad af thraa
honra* 1.a., fra* 2:00 p.a. t $»00 p.®, a* fipturday, Fnly 21» far «ha ti*«
thajr devotad to attagpttag *n pall tha traater aff tha «*i1l aahaakaant. and

2* «iat tha aaat for aaa hanr9a maa of ocoaa aatarptllar pina tha saat
af tha lahar lavolas* ta pmllIng «ha tractor aat af tha simal eshankaant hal
«tBSIly divida* hetvaan tha tas tnployaa* e»d that thaaa anonat« ha collastad
fra* * hy tha Ftna&ea Offissr.

taecordingly, tha eo™*tttae Imatmetad Uy. Caatllly to adatas Macara.
*har*aa aad Waldrlp and tha Unatea Offlear af thia Cantar.

Barlavad aad
tpprevad t 1
Ol«approl«d | )

Bata Signad
€oaada Milla
Project Director



November 30, 195

Mr* H] C*Osborne
Assistant Division Freight
and Passenger Representative
Santa Fe Railroad Company
San Bernardino, California

Dear Mr* Daborne*

This letter is written in especial appreciation for
the thoughtful, understanding, and efFicient cooperation and
work performed by your ticket agent at Parker, Arizona, Mr*
Gus Ihlefeldt* Our task of relocating thousands of evacuated
Jap&nese-Americans from the Colorado River Relocation Center
at Poston, Arizona, was accomplished with greater ease and
satisfaction because of Mr* lhlefeldt*s cheerful good will
and willingness to work with us on all occasions* ?e take
pleasure in paying him this compliment through your office*

Sincerely yours,

Duncan Mills
HHOI lenbeek Project Director

Project
Subject
Crono*



War Relocation Authority

Washington

Mr* Duncan Mills
Project Director
Colorado River Relocation Center
Poston, Arizona

Dear Mr# Mills®

A group of us in the Washington office have considered carefully
your®™ letter of June 26 in reply to my teletype of June 1Q on the schedule
for center closing# |1 wish that you would give me a more detailed state-
ment of She procedures you propose to follow in each division in order
to accomplish the relocation of the remaining residents of Poeton, to-
gether with a listing of the problems you foresee, how you propose to
solve those problems, and what help you would like the relocation offices
or the Washington office to give you in solving them# |1 received such
a detailed statement from three of the Proje-ot Directors and am asking
the others to give me similar information#

May I call particular attention to the next to the last paragraph
in my teletype to you of July 12 in which I have informed the evacuees
that it is essential that all of them should decide where they wish to
relocate by September 1 at the latest# This is very important* | shall
discuss with you later some plans we have in mind for getting an orderly
flow of evacuees out of the centers during the last four or five weeks
before each center closes# .1 wish that you would instruct your Reloca-
tion Interviewers that it is important that they attempt to secure from
each family a decision by September 1 ns to the place the family intends
<to go when it relocates#,

1 do not feel that I can approve the recommendation that resettle-
ment assistance be liberalized* This policy has been very carefully con-
sidered and 1 believe it would be a mistake to change it

We" have also considered carefully your suggestions on providing
additional housing# | have asked Mr# Ottis Peterson, in Rex Leefs absenc
to check further on the procedure for assurances of evictee certificates
by the local OPA offices to departing center residents. Tie shall report
to you further on that as soon as we have some progress to report* It
does not seem practicable for us to instruct Field Relocation Officers to
obtain housing for particular families and pay the first monthrs rent to
hold such housing# The difficulty is that we cannot know what kind of
housing the family will be satisfied with# We are iIn position to give
evacuees considerable help in finding housing, but only when they are on
the ground M look at the available possibilities#

I doubt the need for. moving lumber salavaged from vacated barracks
to points of destination for relocating groups of evacuees# If you have
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Mr» Duncan Mills . Page Two
particular situations in mind, let me have the facts and 1 am sure we
Will be able to work out solutions.

Ml am sending you a separate letter on personnel problems you have
ment foncde \

Sine erely,

D. S. MYSR
Director



WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY

In reply, please refer to:
Permits

MEICIRAEDUM "TO: Mr, Wade Head, Project Director
Colorado River far Relocation Project

SUBJECT : Policy and procedure to be followed in handling

mixed marriage cases

The WCCA has informed us that the following data must be
submitted to their office in cases which involve persons
applying for release from relocation centers on the ground
that either the husband or the wife iIs not Japanese. This
information is to be transmitted through the Regional Office
to the military authorities:

1. Pull name, sex, and date of birth of both husfeahd and wife.

2. Birthplace of both husband and wife.

37 Birthplace of parents of both husband and wife.

K. sStatus, alien or non-alien, of both husband and wife.

5« Nationality of both husband and wife.

6. Address prior to evacuation.

7. Occupation of husband prior to evacuation.

S. Sufficiently detailed information concerning the past
environment of both husband and wife to determine whether
or not their cultural background and present sympathies
are Japanese.

9. Sufficient information regarding their financial status to
give assurance that they mil not become public charges
of the community in which they desire to establish residence.

10. Place at which they desire to establish residence.

11. Pull name, age, and sex of all sons and daughters.

It Is requested that the project directors submit to the Regional
Office a complete list of members (including children) of mixed

marriage families and mixed blood individuals resident in the
projects. Por this purpose a mixed marriage shall be defined as
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a marriage Gnion in which one party is of Japanese ancestry and
the second party is of non-Japanese ancestry. This should he done
as soon as possible. Such portions of the above listed data as
are not immediately available should be temporarily omitted and
forwarded at a later date.

Before persons of non-Japanese ancestry are permanently admitted

to the reception center, it should first be determined that the
military will not approve the release of their Japanese husband

or wife. If this has been done and the non-Japanese person

desires to be admitted permanently to the reception center, he

or she should execute a waiver to rights of exemption on a WRA form
to be supplied you. This application should then be approved

by the project director and forwarded to the Regional Office for
final action.

Bor: 3. R. Bryer
Regional Director



