Tule Leke Diary
Monday, June 29, 1942
Frank Viyasmote

I awoke just before 7:00 a.m. and harely made breakfast. Michi decided
to stay in bed since it was too late for her to go through her dressing and
primping in time for breakfast. Women live under a handicap in our society,
for they're always having to make appointments and yet they've got to spend
an ungddly amount of time making themselves proper of appearance. And the girl
who comes from urban society into the dusty, hot, early-rising, rustic condi-
tions of this life simply has to change her habits. lLate arrival at breakfast,
 too, makes‘one self-consecious for it seems that everyone in your block leafns
your habits of laziness, or promptness, or otherwise.

The outline of titles for Dr. Francis' program of health telks still had
to be written. Tom mentioned to me that she was rather upset about our, or
particularly my, failure to turn in anything after promising her an early
answer on her request for a series of titles. But I've been busy. And how
can she expect to get good titles on health talks from a group that hasn't had
any experience along that line. My brief conversations with Dr. Wetanabe,
however, zave me ideas that I worked into a series of eight titles. Dr. Francis

was most cordial when I went down to the Administration Building in search of

her. She showed nothing of the irritation she must have shown when Tom went

to inguire about the nature of the Public Health Lectures, though it was my
fault and not Tom's that things weren't moving as rapidly as Franois desired.
The Administration Bldg. is a beehive of activity these days. The few
who Imow me, either whites of Japanese, seem very cordial, but those who don't
kmow me seer to give us a cold stare as much as to #ff say, "What the hell are
you doing here." I wonder if they think I'm trying to squeeze into a job
there, or is it that Sacramento ad Portland people are that way? I think to
myself, if only they kmew who I am, and what I'm doing here, but, of course,

‘that's only egotistical self-consciousness eropping up again.

I met Shiroki there. He's puttering around as an assistant to the en-
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gineering project administraetor in that office. Shiroki tells me that he took

graduate work in that field, beside learning something about political science.

Teaching Japanese language at Stanford must have been merely a temporary stop
gap for Shiroki for he seems to regret his having stayed in this country be-
yond the period of study which he'd first intended. He complained about work-
ing at a mere penance, and declared that there was an endless amount of work
to eatch up on, though the office didn't have the organization for handling
them efficiently. I suspect the lack of organization is in himself, not that
he's disorganized, but he seems to lack initiative andéf originality of a
practical kind. He mentioned that ¥ he'd had an offer to study at Heidelberg,
German#, but the war broke out and prevented fulfilment of that plan. One
senges the pro-Jepanese and German attitude in him, though he never commits
himself openly. To my remark that Germaq{ headway in the Mediterranean was
likely to have far-reaching effects, he made the comment that it would leave
Gt. Britain strended, and seriously hemper Russian opsrations. Nothing false
sbout that, and yet the way he gaid it gave one the feeling he thought it just
as well.

This afternoon I spent a little time catching up on my correspondence,
especially with Uhicago which Ive neglected badly. The Chronicle headlines
show a serious gituation in the Mediterranean for the English, for “ommel now
seems on top of Matruh end the next junction will be Alexandria. I wonder if
the English will hold out long enough until the summer heat completely slows
down the attack, or will they get enough reinforcement in the meantime to stem
Rommel's troops? omehow, the German attack through Libiya doesn't disturb me
as much as the one last year, perhaps because we've now seen a year in which
the Axis were stopped.

Tomi dropped in. She's certainly a peach of a girl; an excellent tem-
perament. Got talking about Tom's background of which both of them are un-

doubtedly proud. It seems, Tom comes from an unusual femily. His father was
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thrown out of Japan for radical or progressive views. This must have occurred
quite some time ago. His father came of a very good family in Japan (still
well-¥nown there.), went to Cornell, and finally went to Stockton where he
started an insurance business selling policies for N.Y. Life. Tom, it seems,
wes trained by his family to think liberally if not radiecally, to mix with
Americans rather than Japanese. The family must have been decently off, for
Tom never has worked for his living, though he did spend some summers sedling
#A£ G.E. machines because, as his father desired him to do, to learn something
about the farmers of the Valley region and of how badly off they are. Tom
used to study at night, it seems, and to sleep during the hours of ten and
six during the day, while he was at Stockton during the summers. Takes a
certain amount of self-control to re-order one's life in that way, or at least
a good bit of concentration on the work ome is doing.

This evening Michi and I went to the meeting to organize the forum,

Somehow the assignment of meeting places got mixed up, so that when we arrived

at 2008, there was a large mass meeting in progress at which Mr. Shireell was

introducing the community to the newcomers, and our room had to be changed to
an already utilized mess hall in the neit block.

There were about twenty persons gathered, which surprised me sinee I had
assumed that only a few had been called to organize the group, and besides Michi
and myself there was only one or two others from the Northwest, most of them
being from Sacramento. Harry Maeda of Sacramentw was the chairman, which again
surprised me because I'd expected to see Ted Shigeno in the chair, for he was
the person undertaking the organization of the group, but Ted apparently
wished to assume an ex-officio position for the evening. Dr. Francis of adult
education came in an advisory eapacity, and others like Tom, Jim, and Perry
Saito were on hand. (See Tomn Hall meeting of June 29th)

After the meeting, Tom, Tomi, Michi and I, walked back to our room, and

sat around talking about many things. Tom described many of the persons pres-
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ent at the meeting this evening for me. Eugene Okada is a Buddhist leader
from Sacramento, who, however, is much more open-minded than the average of
their lot. Mas Sakada is a leader of the Sacramento group. Tom mentioned
him as a boy to watoh, and on further inguiry Tom elucidated himself on Mas.
Mas, it seems, popped up as a nobody in the Bay Region but shortly mede him-
self president of the JSC on the Berkeley campus, and has assumed leadership
in meny groups. He was characterized as open-minded, Wnd a good fellow who
kmows how to get along with all kinds of persons. But he also was character-
ized as a conservative. Dave Okada is & Christian leader, and a ndce boy.
Harry Maeda was thought to be a Sacramento business man who takes leadership

in many things around Sacramento.

Tom's deep concern with the political aligmments of the various Cali-

fornia people interests me., For Tom¢, there is always a political reason for
the action of individuals. For instance, the reason the people at the meeting
objected to the selection committee appointed is because of the fear of some
that persons like himself will dominate the selection of topics, speakers, eto.
and cause the program to go strongly radical. Tom frequently speaks of the
Liberal element from the YMCA, the "garret" group (apparently a group of his
friends who met in a garret,", the members of the "Kremlin" (a gathering place
at Tanforan), the radicals, the CPs, etc., as all on one side, and the econ-
servatives and reactionaries on the others, which includes JSC, JACL, business

men, and Buddhists.
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e awoke late and spent the morning puttering around. Tom Maekawa, block
manager, came around to tell us that the cooks were to have an evening off due
to the holiday and the women of the block were getting together to make sand-
wiches and "nigirimeshi" for our supper. We were to pick it up in the after-
noon. l

Today was another sweltering hot day, and it was difficult to do any
work. Nobu, Kaz, Michi snd I were invited to dinner at the Jacoby's but be-
cause our hosts had been invited to dinner at Victory Block, the dinner was
postponed until tomorrow eve. Tomi came over in the afternven to suggest that
Michi and I bring our little snack over and eat with them. Michl was out get-
ting her bair brushed out by May. She apolegized profusely for bothering ley
s0 much, but the dustiness of the place requires excessive care of the hair,
especially because Michi's is so abundant.

Tom came over later to inform me that he'd met Walter Tsukamototyd/I¥g/
to discuss the proposed forum discussion in which the two were expected to par-
ticipate with Ferguson of the WRA legal office. Tom seemed delighted to find
that there was definite difference of opinion between Walter and himself about
the solution ﬁf to the problem proposed,f namely, "What Can the Nisei Do Against
the Present Agitation to Remove Nisei Citizenship?" Walter, it seems, feels

that the Nisei cannot do otherwise than to act with the JACL, and to follow

the policy of cooperative evacuation followed by them. The policy would lead,

in this case, to sitting tight and watching the trend of events. But Tom wants
to take much more definite action, prineipally of aligning those elements among
the whites favorable to the Japanese, and organizing them for action in the
event that something more serious develops thah the present case presented by
the Native Sons. Tom dedlared, "At least, Walter was open-minded enough to

think that differences of views should be publioly aired." But Tom couldn't
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understand the contradiction of view existing on the matter mf mail censor-
ship in Walter's mind, for on this matter, the latter felt that it should be
fought.

The Pacific Citizen is out, but since I didn't receive my copy, Tom and

I wendered over to 1808 to get one. Tom apologetically admitted that he had
subscribed to the JACL orgen, though he made it clear that it was only be=-
cause he wanted to see what went into it. Iﬂ 1808 was closed by the time we
arrived at 4:30, so weyf went on to see the "sumo" matches being fought out in
the firebreak., The afternoon was hot and windy, but there was quite a ¥ ga-
thering, expecially of the older men, present. A scattering of women and girls
dotted the circular group ofg audience. The wrestlers included young and old
Nisei, ranging anywhere from eleven or twelve teo thirty years. When I remarked
my surprise at the large number of Nisei performing, Tom remarked that around
the Sacramento Valley, there were frequent sumo matches among the Nisei, as

well as kendo and jiu-jitsu. This is contrary to the ocase in the Northwest

where jiu-jitsu is popular among the Nisei but sumo is less frequently seen

emong them. Some of the performers were apparently expert.,

A festive day had been planned by a selected committee for the 4th, but
though one felt the leisure of the people in the camp, nothing prominently
gave evidence of the festivities, at least during the morning and afternoon.
The women who had hathered to fix our supper were gay and chattering, while
sweating in the heat of the kitchen, but they too quickly disbanded, and our
block was as quiet as a Mexican town at siesta hour.

Michi and I gathered up what we had foraged from the kitchen, which was
more than most others for I had picked up second helpings from our neighbor
Mrs. Imai who gave me an extra large plate full, and went ofer to Tom's. We
had our own cups and teapot to accommodate ourselves since Tomi doesn't have
enough to go around. Harno was there. Tomi fixed up an excellent salad, the

best we'd had in a long while, in one of our wash basins, and we sat down to
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a plénie supper. I made the observation that this was like a pleasant camp=-
ing weekoend, what with the radio soft¥y playing popular tunes, the wide spaces
observable outside the door, and the group of us pleasantly munching on gand-
wiches and "nigirimeshi." The others agreed, only, they said, it's hard to
imagine going home from here after the week-ends over. One felt a twinge of
depression at the thought of not being able to go home,

We finished our supper hurriedly and went out to see the evenings' pro-
gram that was to start at 6:30. The sume matches were still on in the north
firebreak, and since these were apparently the championship matches, we stopped
to watch them, although the major progrem could be seen farther to the east
with a larger gathering surrounding it. The individual championship competi-
tion inoluded six powerfully-built Nisei wrestling seriatum until one indivi-
duel had thrown all the rest in a row. One of the first wrestlers, Doi, threw
all but the last man, Takeuchi, but the latter went on to win all his matehes,
even from Doi who again appeared as the final competitor. The usual sumo ri-

tuals of bowing, purification, stomping, etc., were all present, something

which I had hardly expected to see in a United States at war with Japan. The

champion received a prize of carpenter teols. One obviously prominent member

of the arranging committee who busied himself about the ring wore an American
Legion uniform. He seemed inconsistent in the setting. Drs. Carson and Sleathe
were watching on the oubskirts, and I wondered what their reaction might be to
all this.

We wandered toward the main stand where Mr. Shirrell had spoken earlier
in the evening and where the kalent show had been going on, but the performancds
were over and the crowd rushed toward us like a horde of cattle. For better
things to do, we deocided to see the "Bon-odori” in the south firebreak. The
plays amd musical performances in 1698 and the ad joining hall were packed teo
the windows and there was ne way of going in to see that. Young and old were

crowded in the doorway to see the Japanese dances and musical performances.

A large community hall would certainly have helped but the construetion has
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been slow.

The "bon-odori" was not to begin for some time but Michi, Tom, Tomi,

Harno and I wandered about its grounds looking on the gala seenery. In the
center of a eircularly roped off ground was a raised platform on which were
hanging lanterns, paper flowers of cherry and wisteria blossoms, md make be-
lieve flags. One flag had a red cross on a white background and looked soﬁs-
what remindful of the Japanese flag{ from a distance. Another hed a large
star on white and red background, much like an American flag. A few kibei
functionaries busied themselves about the stand arranging the loudspeaker sy-
stem and looking rather important. The orowd gathered slowly. White admin-
istrators stopped by to watch the goings-on.

People gathered around th; ropes seating themselves on wooden benches
which they brought from their homes. Nisei and Issei, young and the old, wers
all represented. Young boys stood around in groups, talking about sports, and
eyeing girls. As other young people passed near by, they weuld try to identi-
fy their place of origin, as to Northwest or California. One fellow remarked,
"There's a guy with an "S" sweater; the one in white gnd red. Must be from
Sacramento. No, maybe he's from Salem." Another remarked, "There goes a
'urombo!'" (meaning negro, but referring to a dark girl from Sacremento.)
Sacramento girls chattered in groups, using Japanese and English indiscrim-
inately. Surprising, I thought, fér I hadn't heard Nisei talk so mush Japan-
ese in the Northwest. The older women were chetting about their new homes,
whee they lived, and what the conveniences and inconweniences were. 01d men
spoke nostelgically of Japsnese dences and music, of how the thing should be
done.

Just as twilight came, the dancers started their slow "bon-odori". A
girl in white patterned kimono, clearly more graceful and adept than any of
the others, led the dance, and dancers from the audience joined in motely form.

They swayed slowly to the wailing Japanese music, monotonous to the observer,
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yet, perhaps, fun to the performers. A gawky clown, whom Tom was trying to
jdentify as a Nisei though he looked to me like an old Issei farmer, danced

at one side to himself. A scattering of men in their "yukata" (bathrobes) or

borrowed kimono, dotted the dancers. I particularly noted a young Kibei @hom

I've come to call Slim), demcing with an effeminate gait. I've wondered about
him frequently, for in Seattle he had never been, so far as I knew, one of the
obvious ones, but here he enters all activities with calculated abandon. To-
day he was dressed in a white kimono that made him look much like a tall slender
girl, MNost of the dancers seemed to be Kibei and Nisei, most in their ordinary
clothes. In Sacramento, I am told, one rarely saw men performing, except fer
the teachers end the clowns, snd performers never appeared other than in ki-
monos. But here the absence of kimonos has broken down the formality of the
occasion. The young fellows on the outskirts watch the dancers closely to
jdentify the pretty girls, and the girls gather around, perhaps in envy, but
elso to ciroulate among the fellows. A group of Hawaiian "toughies" walk lei-
surely around the oirecls following a couple of girls who look like prostitutes.
The older women are here, partly to wateh, and partly to chaperon their young
daughters.

When Tom, Tomi, Michi and I, returned to Tom's place for a rest after
the long walk, we found that Herno had already cleaned up all the dishes. Tomi
said, "Tom would never hsve thought to do such a thing." Michi later remarked
to me how thoughtful Harno is. Harno, in his modest way, is certainly thoughtful
and generous.

The talk turned to the problems of a cooperative community. Harno took
the lead in the disoussion, pointing out the high costs of goods at the store.
Seid he: "Prices are about double what they are in town. Even discounting the
cost of transportation and the higher costs of goods today, they shouldn't have
doubled. Furthermore, there's no reason why the store should buy their stocks

from the Sears Roebuck Co. when they could purchase directly from the Wholesalers
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and save themselves the expenses of the middle man. Another thing, if the
people continue buying as they are, spehding enough to make gross sales of
two or three thousands a day for the two stores, they're going to leave this
camp broke. I'd sure like to look into the books of that store. The only way
to handle a cooperatgdive enterprise is to have long-time planning, but ﬂﬂ no
one in the administration bldg. seems to have any such plan. I talked to Dillon
Myers, but he didn't seem to suggest any such plan either. They'we got to de-
fine for us what they mean by & cooperative enterprise, and to what extent the
books are being balanced for costs and profits.”

When our discussion broke off, it was nearly twelve. But outside at thé
"bon-odori" the dancers were still there, though the audience had disappeared
by this time. Only a few mothers of children who were dancing, a d one or two

romsneing couples, remained to watbh. Sherlock Shimbo and the Kibei program

heads were getting ready to close up the show.
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Went down to the Ad Bldg. at 8:00 am. with Tom to see Mr. Fleming of Com-
munity Service about a research position. Mr. Fleming was there on eppointment,
but Mr. Shirrell, with whom we have to get our job aleared, was not.

We wandered out to the front fences to watoh the newcomers arrive by train
from Pinedale. Mr. Shirrell was on hand there, as werelthe Army staff led by
Captain Patterson. Shirrell must have been there twenty minute; prior to ar-
rival; which seems to show his concern sbout meeting the people and making them
feel at home from the outset. He never missés e train. The train pulled in
about 8:40 trailing fifteen cars behind it, ineluding three diners and one
hospital ear. Two baggage cars were all that were attached for the large num-
ber who disembarked which means that they wéren't ablé to bring much baggage

with them. I understand they were permitied only fifty pounds per ehild, and

one hundred pounds per adult. Yet, children need ss much bagzage, in meny weys,

as do adults.

The removal of passengers is highly orgenized, for they've got taxis
lined up along the track and whip them off to registration about as fast as %he
people get off. It took only twenty minutes to unlosd the whole group of per-
haps five hundred persons and taxi them to their destimation. We stood inside
the barb-wire fence aleng with a large crowd of others present to see their
friends in. Todsys "reception crowd" was as large as I've seen them, perhaps
due to the fact that the Seattle}ites have been waiting = long time for some
of the Puyallup people to come down, and meeting the farmers from around Seattle
is some compensation for their nostalgia. Occasionally, someone identifies a
newcomer and a brief interchange of greetings sakes place across the fence,
auto highwaey, and gravel shoulder over some hundred fifty feet distance. It's

hard to spot even close friends, for the newcomers pour #f out of the train in

hordes, and they anxiously mill around watching for an available texi. They
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give expression to a kind of indifference to it all, yet one senses an under-
lying tension as they await their turn. Greetings considt largely of identi-

fying one another, and of the old-timer informing the newcomer where his home

is, and of inviting him over as soon as possible. Th%re'é only a semblance

of orgenization in that milling crowd out there; there's no regimentation,
which is just as well; but the taxi service is well enough organized to handle
the situation well. Mr. Shirrell mixes among the people, probably talking to
them snd encouraging them. The army staff stands to one side.

The crowd ﬂi inslde the fence press closely against the posts, too
closely, perhaps, for an army guard comes down warning all, "Get back! Stend
back eway from the fence."” The words are foughly spoken, one feels a twinge
of resentment, and yef we think to ourselves that this man probably hadﬁz his
orders and feels as self-conscious about his task as we do about the command.
The orowd steps sway from the F@Hd¢ fence, but in e few minutes are back where
they were, but £he guard does not come back. In a short while the caravans
have moved away in clouds of dust, and the people watching disappear to their
various employment whieh they had deserted for the moment. A hospitalized pa-

tient is removed to an embulance from the last car. He is pushed through a
window on & stretcher, asid we feel sorry for him.

Mr, Shirrell has driven off with Mrs. Shirrell amd others, as is their
deily practice whenever these trains come/ im, to meet the people at the regis-
tration plecé. He's unlikely to be at his desk until 10:00 or 11:00 in the
morning, despite the work piled on his desk, so we decide to wait till later
to see him with Mr. Fleming.

I leave Tom at the clinic for a tooth has been bothering me the last
geveral days. It's a molar from which the fillingfame out two months before
while in the assembly cénter, but due to lack of facilities there, nothing
had been done about it. But now it peins me frequently. In a long hallway

of the eclinic is a row of seats orowded to the edge with patients. A few are
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standing. The procedure is confusing to me for no signs indicate where I am

to go to make my dental appointment. I should go to the information desk which
is close at hand, but I take my chance and join a line of persons approaching

a secretary's desk. It proves to be the right line. Only seven or eight per-
sons are shead of me, but it takes time to get to the secretary, for docters,
patients, nurses, and orderlies come to guestion her or demand something from
her. Every three minutes she is up and #'away to see about something; and we
wait.

When I finally reach the secretary, she tells me I must have a preliminary
examinatimn, Before having my cavity treated, since this is my first appearance
at their clinic and they must file a record of my teeth. gZ¥ﬂy She inguires
if I am on duty anywhere, for in that case my card can be placed at the top of
others for immediate treatment, but I assure her that I have time, not antiei-
peting how much time all this will take. It is 9:30 when I arrive at the
cliric, almost ten by the time I see the secretary, and 10:45 by the time I
am given my preliminary examination. In the meantime, I stand and watch this
scene in the cliniec. Objectively viewed, I suppose the people before me di-
vide into doctors, nurses and helpers, white patients, and Japanese patlents.
But in my mind%s eye, I cammot help identifying the medical doctors as superior,
dentists as of a lower grede along with optometrists, pharmacists and chemists

as almost on an equal plane with dentists andl optometrists, anl nurses and sec-

retaries as below these. As I wateh the white docters and nurses, I cammot

help thinking that some of the Japanese are as they in training and practice,
but, yet, a feeling crops up that the white staff is perhaps superior to the
Jap mese.

There are, in fact, objective reasons for such evaluations. The doc=-
tors carry themselves with a certain professional air that gives expression
to their superior status. They talk a language among themselves, and command

others with these esoteric terms, in a way that makes one feel his personal
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ignorance and the doctor's competence. A conwersation takes place between a
nurse and Dr, Akematsu. Says she: "Oh, Dr. Akamatsu."” The doctor turns from
his hallway conversation with en orderly. Nurse: "What shell I do gbout this
patient in ward ---? Shall I release him?" Dr. A.: "Yes, he may go now."
Turns, and walks off toward his office. Nurse chases after him and catches
him at the door. "But, Doctor, I want to know, when shall I tell him to come
back?" VSays Dr., "Tell him to comé beck in about two months." The further
conversation is lost in a murmur. The Doctor is not uncourteous, but he seems
very busy, and is impatient to get away. OSome of the waiting pstients who
are not engrossed in their own chatter watch this byplay.

One cannot tell the giddgy classes in the medieal snd dental profession

except by familiarity with the staff or by close observation. Clothes tell

little, or, in fact, give a directly contrary estimate from the actual fact.
Dr. Iki, the oldest Japanese doctor but a Nisei, wears only a goft shirt and
slacks, with dusty brown shoes. Yet, he is said to be a fine surgeon, as Ja-
panese surgeons go, and I believe he knows it. He leoks rather distinguished
with his closely cropped gray hair, glasses, and cldar-cut featuresy Dr,
Akematsu wears a similar apparel, but with white shoes. Dr. Watanabe, wears
a white jacket and white shoes, but he's so young that he could pass for a
voung ofderly. Young Drs. Kembara and Sugiyama alone of those whom I see to-
day ate all in white. They've barely finished their internship. Some of the
orderlies look more like doctors than do the doctors themselves, dressed as
they are in white. Somehow, however, the dentists are more uniformly identi-
fied as a group. They mix closely among themselves. Their appearance seems
somehow shabbier, and they do not present that air of confidence and poise more
typical of the physicians. But one of the older Nisei dentists looks like a
doctor from all external appearances.

It would seem that a major problem of professional identity arises in

this elinical set-up. The physical organizstion of the building is inadequate
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such that daentists are thrown together with physicians in the same cliniecs,
optieians are in the same office as oculists, bacteriologists work side by
side with pharmacists. Uniforms are not available so that the clinie presents
a visual hodge podge. One wonders if this does not cause that tension between
docters and community, concerning which much has appeared in the people's con-
versation, for doctors try to preserve their stetus by a ealculated behavior,
while the community of patients see them as rightfully no different than them-
selves. The lack of visual organization also causes a disorganization in the
response of the patient public and increases the inefficiency of the present
clinical set-up.

Dr. Carson's secretary, Sumi, appears at the optometrists office leading
a Caucasian, apparently from the administrative staff. She requests that he
be given priority attention although there are a number of Japanese patients

waiting. One young Jepanese is standing beside me holding a bandage over his

eyes, but he is not given immediate attention Abott this time, I am asked

into the clinic for my prelimimary examination, but at this moment, another

Caucasian appears, again obviously an administrative staff men, and requests

treatment/lprobably on a toothache. I am asked to wait just a minute while

this gentleman is given attention. The gentleman says to me as he steps into

the office, "If you don't mind, it won't take but a couple of minutes. Clearly,

these practices are fully justified, and, 23 a matter of fact, the same thing

would be done for a Japanese who is doing important work and has little time.

The white staff is overburdened with work at the present due to their lack of

personnel. But th the Japanese patients who mpe required to wait in that cor-

ridor waiting room for three or four hours before getting their turn, the si-

tuation offers conditions in which resentments could be built ageainst the whites,

or perﬁaps against the Japanese staff, for their priority treatment of whitegéggﬁ:’
The young Nisei girl acting as dentists' secretary is an interesting

creature. She is a healthy looking girl of about twenty, "cute" if not pretty.
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She attacks her job with considerable energy and aggresiveness, in fact, she
might get more work done if she were not attending to as meny things at once

as she does. She seems to take joy in the work of organizing work and schedules
so that the turnover of patients will go smoothly. She expresses herself with

boldness unfamiliar in a Nisei girl. One suspects that in the division of

labor in this office, this girl gk has found a position for whiech she is well

suited, and has even added something of her personsl verve to the task. One
feels amused at hér self-conscious pride in herself and her work, for, per-
haps, she imagines herself a kind of an angel who keeps her patients happy and
the doctors unworried.

By eleven o'clock it became clear that the dentists would be unable to
see me before noon, and this secretary suggested that those of us on the end
of the l#st oome in the afterneon. I had spent nearly two hours in the clinie
without seemingly getting anywhere nearer the end of my waiting. I returned
in the aftermoon, immediately after lunch, mmd cornered one of the nurses; and
thus received immeddate attention. The dentist who inspected me in the morning
had suggested removal of the aching molar tooth, but suspecting that this was
an effort to rid themselves of a troublesome problem of crowning the tootp, I
suggested that I preferred to have it filled instead. Thdé dentist did not
press the matter. This afternoon a young Nisei dentist looked at the tooth
and likewise suggested that the tooth be pulled, for as he said, "It's a de-
ecayed wisdom tooth that doesn't do you any good." The fect that this was a
wisdom tooth threw an entirely different light on the problem for me, for, in
my experience, wisdom tooths are things to have pulled out, though I have al-
. ways been wary of getting molars pulled. Surgical dentistry is done in a
different office than the ordinary dentistry, so I was asked again into another
office. Here were two dentists, apparently the superior of otheérs, who greeted
me with "Gome in, come in. We're always glad to get an extraction case." Which

had an ominous ring to it, but I assumed he meant that extractions always sa ve




Frank Miyemote
July 20, 1842

a lot of bother. The two dentists sat around me addressing each other as "Doe-
tor", inserting the title in every sentence. They were perhaps playing with
the word, and yet they seemed to enjoy the sound of it. "Doctor, do you have

a good bayonet in yqur stock of instruments. One with a long prong. I've
broken mine." "How will this do, Doctor?" "Well, I've always used one with
longer prongs, but how do you find these jnstruments that White and Flint put
out?" "They're wonderful instrumdnts, Doctor.” etec. The two sounded like a
pair of sportsmen comparing their goods, but neithér were they unaware of my
presence. Yo the tooth came out; indeed, a very efficient performance without
much pain.

Tom came in shortly after my return home with word that Fleming had told
us to go ahead with out plans of research. Vur first assignment was to get
several names of civic-minded persons in the community who could serve on a
temporary school board to solve some of the diffieult educational problems con-
fronting the administration. We wandered up to 1808 to see whom we could find,
Howard Imaseki, for example, would lkmow a lot of people from the Valley region.
e knew few in the eommunity since our people are in Tanforan and Puyallup.
Said Tom: "If this were a community composed of Tanforan end Puyallup peopls,
we could sit down and write off fifteen names right here without bothering teo
inquire anywhere," which was true enough. I was feeling good because my tooth
had been pulled out, and Michi had just come home, after complaining for several

days that her hearing was reduced far below normal, with the news that Dr. Kam-

bara had cleaned out her ears for her and her hearing now was as good as ever.,

"A great big lump of dirt and wax came out when they washed it out," she an-
nounced, and 1 suspected that the dust here must have clogged the canals of
her ear.

A passing truck stopped for some women and a girl, and we hopped on as
well. It's a bother to walk distances in the hot sun and dust here, and the

transportation means are almost nil. Said one of the truck boys, referring
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to the driver sitting heside the girl in the front seet, "I'11 bet he'd drop
her off at her door if she were prettier." Every now and then one is luckyy
enough to find a driver kind enough to stop and pick one up. We spent the
afternoon nosing about the 1808 office.

This evening we had the ‘ublic Health Lecture scheduled at messhall 2400.

I was afraid the turnout would be ﬁﬁ'poor, s0 we gathered together our family

for numerical support. My worst fears were realized, for at eight o'clock
there were only four of us beside the speaker, including my sister, May, Michi,
Dr. Francis, and myself. Dr. Carson was on hand to substitute for our nominal
speaker Dr, Sleathe, who had already left the eommunity. By 8:30 my other sis-
ter and her husband had appeared, as well as about eight others. I had re-
served a messhall capable of filling two hundred persons, but I knew that the
topic of public sanitation would not drew unless properly publicized. #nd yet,
beyond having posters placed omn bulletin boards in fifty different places, add
having the amnouncement in the newspaper, I knew that block menagers and per=
sons in employment vitally comnected with senitation would have to be imvited.
Dr. Carson gave a very interesting discussion, ome which attracted numerous
queries from the audience, but it was a pity a larger audience could not have

heard it.
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Michi went to teach piano this morning, so I spent the time typing up
interviews. I waited for her to get home so that we might go over to the store
to buy something for the Jacoby's, some fruit which is about the only gift we
ecan offer here, since they've been so good to us. Too late to make the trip
by the time she returned.

Went out to 3001 to interview the community activity's personmel. Sam,
Clara, Roy, and sometime Chie, were there to interview. The Nisei we inter-
viewed today weren't partimularly exciting, but the Issei were particularly
interesting. Of the Isgei, we started with Mr. Nakeno who takes care of pub=
licity and hikes among the adult group. At the outset, lir, Nakano seemed re-
ticent about talking. Particularly, when he was asked what oriticism he had
to offer of his fellow workers, he declared, "I can't eriticize my fellow workers/
to you, even if I thought things about them." The inference was that as long
as others worked with him, he had certain obligations to them, of which not
critieizing them before éthers was one. We twisted the question around and
inquired of his criticism of the whole organization. He then burst forth
with a heated discussion of his views sbout the administrative set-up. "Oh,

about the organization, I can say a lot. I have been thinking about this, ald

my opinion is this. Let me diagram the thing for you."

"You see, the government is at the top and hires Mr. Waller who stands
between us and the govermment. Now, as things stand at present, Mr, Waller
directs all the community activities program. He has no Japanese directors

in between himself and us to supervise the work, end all the control is in his

hands, but at the same time, none of us know what we're supposed to do and we
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get little or no supervision. What we need is a supervisor of reereational
ectivities for the Issei, and one for the Nisei. But suppose we got two such
supervisors, then Mr, Waller would no longer have any work to do since these
supervisors could authorize all the progrem. I believe Mr, Waller is afraid
to give us a supervisor because, if he did, he would no longer have a job.
"Another thing, Mr. Waller is unwilling to give us an Issei supervisor.
His idea seems to be that we should have one person supervisdng who knows both
Issei end Nisei, and have the Issei and Nisei scrve on the same committees
throughout the staff., But that's impossible because there are certain activities,
like a ghibai, goh and shogi, where the Nisei have no interest. On the other
hand, the Nisei have their own interests which do not interest the Issei. Of

course, there are many activities in which the Issei add Wisei could work to-

gether.ﬁ' as in some of the sports, but where there is a difference of inter-

est, there should be a difference of supervision, I would say that there should
be a difference of supervision. I would say that there should be en lgsei leader
and a Nisei leader. It's only now that the Nisei are beginning to understand
this point which we have been insisting upon from the first. There has to be
leadership, and without it, things are going to continue as disorganized as
at the present."

"My interest or work here comsists of publicity for the adult group and
leading hikes. I am acting on Issei publicity because there has to be some
way of communicating to the Issei group since there is no means at the present
of doing so. I am sure that meny of the Igsei are interested in hikds. You
see, there is so little to do around here that they like to get out onee in a
while and get a feeling of being free. Anyone would feel that way here."

"My experience is in work with the Prefectural Youth Association. The
organizatiom is like a kenjinkai except that it has to do primarily with youths.
I held several offices in these associations, and organized such activities as

shibai and oratorical contests. I was a member of the JACL too, but due to my
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lack of English speaking ability, I have not held office.

Shibata Interview

"I tell you, ther's no use talking. What you going to do, even if I told
you anything. You can't do anything. All of us are just suppressed from the
top, end the only thing we can do is to try to make the best of the situatiom,
living as heppily together as we possibly can." (I asked him to say something,
then, about how we might live happily together. This gentleman was almost
belligerent in his approach, and fefused to speak.) I have no ideas to offer
as to how we might improve relationships here. Just try all kinds of things
and we may get to the point where the worst points are weeded out. There's
no use talking."

"My work has to do with goh, shogi, sumo, and anything that the Issei

group works on." (Our informant began to warm to the interview as he talked
about his work.) "I have some complaints to make about our facilities for
carrying on some of these activities. If we're going to have sumo matches,
there are certain things that have to be had. You have to have sake. Ever
hear of a sumo matech without EEEE? Sake is the purest thing on earth, along
with salt; all the gods drank sake. And in sumo you can't even begin the mat-
ches without at least a small tumblerful of sake. All we ask is just a little
bit. Besides, sumo is something in which large numbers participate, sixty or
gseventy persons. You have to have a banquet for the participant. All these

things are a part'of the custom, mad when you take asay the normal customs,

the sumo match no longer means very much."

"The administration refuses to give us donations. But there has to be
some prize when the wrestlers have a match. At the 4th of July tournament,
the loeal store donated some tools, but there have to be more prdzes, and the
sdministration won't give them to us. Of course, you can't ask the people to
donate; that wouldn't be right. But the administration should have some system

whereby they donate something to these tournaments. You can't do eway with
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all the usual practices in something as traditionsl as the sumo, md make it
seem real. The banquet isn't a problem. The cooks here are all to glad to
help. The banquesf isn't a problem. The cooks here are all to gled to help.
We don't even have to ask them, but they'll fix samething for us and contribute

to us. They're interested enough themselves to do that much."

"I also teke care of the takle games like goh and shogi. Yes, my exper-

ience there goes back at least twenty years. I've played the games for a lmg
time. You don't have to worry about ecuipment there. Every one of the adults
have their own equipment, and there are plenty of these game boards around

the camp. All we need is a place for them to play, egpecigll y when the weather
gets colder. The Issei have nothing else to do around here, so we're likely

to spend a lot of time playing these games."

"Well, that's enough. I've talked enough. ZLhere's no use talking any-
way. Just try to be happy as best you san. Get yourself a nice little girl
like Chie here, sh?" (The informant was a round-faced, fat though solid,
belligerent-looking individual. He Eept us interviewers congtantly uncomfort-
sble with his attitude of "What the hell you going to do.")

Nursery aides.

We continued our interviews with several nursery aides. Mokt of them
had 1ittle to add beyond what we generally knew of the nursery situation. They
had drifted into their work because they thought they might like to work with
children. Some had had experience handling children in white families that
employed them, end others in Sunday'Schools. Main inadequacy which they felt
was lack of facilities. No tables, benches, blackboards, paper, ete. They
had no clear-cut idea of what they would dof even if they had suoh facilities.
The absence of training among them was clearly noticeable, andthere was lack
of ingenuity in handling and understanding children, by and large.

Yemamoto interview

He had eme in a little early Ad/Mf/ and had been sitting in the room




Frank Miyemoto
July 21, 1942

listéning to the foregoing discussion.

"I'm glad you're having these interviews. The trouble with this admin-
istration is that they haven't any orgenization, and they use incompetent per-
sons and leave out those that are competent. Those tow girls who were here a
minute ago are taking care of our children in the nanseries, but how huch do
they know about taking care of ehildren. Thej#r# lack of training is amazing.
Do you suppose that parent care to have their children handléd by youngsters
like that who have no understanding at all of their work. And yet there are
persons here who are well-trained amnd competent in such work, but they are not
being used."

"The trouble goes back to Wglerga., There they had a ruling that only
Japanese could be spoken in the nurseries ad schools. The schools were getting
along poorly. Then because of the lack of teachers, they brought in others
like Miss ?, who although she doeamn't speak English very much, has had much
training in handling large groups of children. Lhe attendance Jjumped way up
because the parents knuw‘ﬁﬁz that their children were now in good hands."

"Here, thq{ﬂﬂ administration has selected out & few persons to care for
the nurseries, and they leave out all the experienced and qualified ones. They
have the idea that ability to speak English is important, but the parents are
more concerned that their children get the right kind of care. I won't send
my ohildren to the nurseries here as long as the staff is composed of people

like thome you just interviewed. The administration should base their choice

of workers on qualification and experience, but the least competent have the

best positions. (Roy Teshima tells me that this informant, whough working with
the Issei recreation group, doesn't contribute much, )"

My work is %4 with the table games. I take care of things like karuta
(Jap anese card game), hand (Japanese gambling cards), mah jong, Chinese check-

ers. I also help Mr. Shibata in handling goh and shogi, but I have never played

these games myself. My idea is that we could have tournements for these games .
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For example, I salso help in ping pong, but my idea is that each ward should
have a match play off. Of if you had a mah jong tournament, you could score

for each person. JIhen, I'd like to chart these scores on a large board where

everyiibne can see it, and make one line for each participant showing how he

advances or goes down from week to week. That would create interest in the
games because everyone wants to keep his score up.”

"Softball is smother game that the Issei could play, but as things are
now, the Nisei monopolize the game, and the Issei can't play. At Walerga there
were a number of fellows like myself who like baseball and play the game. But
here, what do we have. If the older folks want to play they can't get into the
leagues, so they play with little children, and play easy and lose so that the
children will be happy. Or they have to play among themselves. But that's
not interesting. There should be a place in the league for an Issei or Kibei
team where these men could play with their equals."

"My interest in table games started back home. I was interested in cards,
armd played a bit after that. I think these games have a great recreational value,
especially when winter comes and we can't play outdoors."

Tom heard this afternoon that we had received definite assignment to the
job of community research. Mr, Fleming's first request was that we line up
several nemes of individuals in the community who are leaders in educational
activity, representative from the stendpoint of age, background, and region,
and turn these names in to him by Wednesday morning. This is = sudden assign-
ment. I went #¢ down to the Ad building to run through the card catalogue of
residents for nemes. It's the only place one can find the addresses of persons
here. The Ad building was quiet, with only a few persons working. Having gbt
a 1ligt of names I was gbout to look up several, though not kmowing where to
begin, when Harry Mayeda came along. He was on his way to seéd Rev. Tanabe,
whom I wished to see also, so we drove up to his home togethér. Shig Tanabe

was out, but his wife was home looking after her child so I talked to her.
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"Well, I don't know who would be interested in gerving on an education
committee, or would do well in such a capacity. How about Mae Sato, she's very
good, end she's Y@y beefn in that type of activity in her home town. Dave

Okada would be good in that capacity. No, I don't think I would do. You'd

better get Shig. Well, I'll think about it. Of course, Shig is presty busy,

and has a meeting tomorrow night which would conflict. Shig knows most of the
people, too, so you'd better ask him about some of these people. Oh, are the
Muraysmas here. Why, I didn't know that. Of course, I know them; haven't seen
them for a long time. I'd like to get into something though. I'm trained in
social work, you know, aml worked with the Family Society in Tacoma. The gom-
munity needs a lot of experiemced social workers, but Gil (their son) has to
be watched."

Just them, Shig Tanabe came along with a friend, and he invited us in.
Vrs. Tanabe and I had been sitting outside in their camp chairs. The dusk had
erept up on us while we were talking, and the mosquitofé seemed to increase with
gathering darknesss We brought our chairs inside, but, if anything, the mos-
quitos were even worse in the lamp-lighted room. We sat there chatting and
swatting mosquitos. The room was one of those still without ceiling and wall-
boards. On first appearance, the room seemed disorgenized, with Shig's desk
and shelf of books in the far emd, Gil's toys tossed about on the floor in omne
corner, and laundry just brought in before I arrived left in a pile on = steamer
trunk covered with an army blanket. But the Tanabes had strung a long rope
across part of the room with a dull erimson curtain hanging the width of the
room on it. wi'bhin, I could see that their bed was neatly made with a fine=-
looking spread stretched tightly on it. Gil's little army cot seemed less
attractive, but was partitioned off from his mrent's by another curtain in
the opposite direction. There must have been & closet behind these curtains,
and possibly a kind of kitchen.

Shig's friend left shortly. But the conversation shifted to matters
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which apparently were on Shig and his wife's mind.

"The little boy in our block who's been sick was taken to the hospital
today." Mrs. Tanabe was speaking to her husband, but partially relating the
story to me. "One young boy died today of meningitis. I don't know whether
it was spinal or cerebral or what. I'm sure it was meningitis because the wo-
man who told me of it said it was no-makuen." She lockel it up in a diotionary

to confirm the term. "Some kinds of meningitis are not contagious, are they?

But{ most verieties are horrible." Mr. Tanabe: "I think there are some that

aren't contagious." He showed some lmowledge sbout this point. UNrs. Tanabe:
"Well, this boy who was taken to the hospital today has been sick for a week,
but his mother didn't want to take him %o the hospital because she thoughtthe
thing would cure itself. A doctor who happened by saw the little boy and didn't
like his looks so he had him sent to the hospitel. Why, the boy couldn't even
bend his Beed down so that it would touch his upper chest. (She acted out his
inability.) I wonder where the first boy that died of meningitis lived. Thie
womsn who is the mother of the boy works in the messhall kitchen and handles
food all day. Her husband is the head cook. I'm almost afraid for us to go
to the messhal}l." Mr. Tenabe: "We'll have to watch Gil., Can't have him play-
ing around too much. To think that this block had a meeting, quite a gather-
ing, tonight, too. Suppose the epidemic takes hold."

I had at first been uncertain as to whether theirs was a professional
interest and concern for the family of the sick boy, or not, but rapidly oame
to the realization that the Tanabe's were concerned about their Yo own welfare
with the dubious case so close to home. They were perticularly concerned about
Gil, and related stories of how their friends' children had died of othédr sim-
jlar i1llnesses. I was ten o'clock and time for the evening news broadcast.

Mrs. Tenabe: "Did you hear about Mare Island being bombed? Somebody
told me, but I can't tell whether to believe it or not." Mr. Tanabe: "I heard

about it. (Both had a concerned look on their faces). "Try the radio." But




Frank Miyamoto
July 21, 1942

the Richfield Reporter had already been on five minutes, and no mention was
made of the bombing. "The important news usually cames at the first on these
reports. Perhaps we missed it."

Shig started quizzing me then about my own work. I had wanted to ask
him questions, but he made me uncomfortable agking about my own work since it
wasso indéfinite, and I didn't know how to tell him without revealing too much.
But it trenspired that he was interesteg in my work because of his conocern with
himself.

"You know, the WRA has ruled that ministérs have to work like the rest
of the people. There's no paid position for a minister, and we ecan only serve
in t at capacity as something apart from our daily work." (I expressed sur-
prise to hear this, and strongly supported his case, If this were to bé & nor-
mal cormunity, it seemed to me that the minister should have his place as a
worker.) "Well, the policy is that the government and the church should be
geparated. Of course, we like to have it that way, bat because the government
administers this cormunity, they've done away with ministers as.ﬁf paid workers
in this community."

"I've been interested in personnel wofk. B seems to me that something

could be done here along that line. I don't mean just the ordinary type of

personnel work; in fact, I don't know just what to dall it, but there are =

lot of persons here who don't understand what the govermment's trying to do,
and heve maladjustments that need straightening out." (I suggested to him the
work of Elton Mayo at Western Electrie, and he replied that that was what he
meant. When I mentioned Mr. Fleming's interest in somewhat similer worlk, Shig
seemed quite interested.) "Don't you think that there are a lot of people here
who have atomistic interests? They can't see themselves as a part of a commu-
nity. Each individual wants to go his ygY own way without regard for his fel-
lows. This society seems very atomistic to me. There's no cohesion. I wonder

if som thing can't be done to make all the people pull more together. <they're
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only cutting their own throats and interfering with their personal welfare as

things are now. I'd like to see some kind of personnel work that would make

people see more clearly what®s happening to them."

When I arose to leave, Shig seemed to regret that I couldn't stay to talk
longer sbout the matter. Tanabe is torn between his desire to help the people,
and his concern for his own family and the need to support them. I would judge
that, as a ministér, he hasn't saved much on which to live without an income
here. He must worry about finances, but he also wants to continue the relig-

jous work, for he seems to believe in his religion.
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Turned in my report of names to Mr. Fleming, but I also received word
that Mr. Shirrell wants Tom snd I to work with Information rather than in Cem-
munity Services. We must see Mr. Dean when ﬂ'he,arrives, for Mr. Goss, the
Public Relations Mam, has left.

Tom, Koso, and I were to meet Mr. Frank Smith about the Forum problem.
The topic for next Monday is "Would the Community Benefit from the Uniform Wage
Poliey", and Smith, Koso and T are to discuss it, with Tom as moderator. We

spent half the morming waiting to see Mr. Smith, and when we finally reached

him, we talked about everything but the Forum, at le=st, MNr, Smith did. The

latter has a hebit of picking up every thread in a eonversation end wandering
off into digressions.

Mr. Smith: "I make it & point b0 pick up persons when they're walking.
Of course, sometimes I have a load of typewriters or something, but if I should
pass any of you up on such an occmsion, I hope you'll realize that I'm not just
passing you up. Well, I've talked to a lot of people that way, and almost every-
one agreed that a uniform plan of wages would be fairest. I talked to a doc-
tor, and though he gets professional wages, he felt the same way. I think it's
wonderful. It shows that people here want to do the thing that will serve the
community as a whole best."

Koso and I pointed out that there is a large portion of the camp who
think otherwise, expecially among the Issei. Mr., Smith admitted that those
he talked to were largely Nisei. From one digression to another, “r. Smith
wandered on revealing his philosophy of life. He apparently has been kept at
his desk rather strenuously for the past several weeks for he mentioned that
it's been a long time since he's hed a chance to talk as he has today. He
mentioned the virtﬁea of the Japenese workers he has, the opportunities that

lie ahead for them, the injustices that have been done the Nisei in the pre-
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sent situation, etes.

Michi andTomi were at the Jacoby's all day today taking care of Jacoby's
boy while Mrs. J. went shopping. But she more than compensates by getting us
things we deed which we can't get at our store, and inviting us to have our
lunch in her home while she is away. I almost feel we take too much advantage

of the Jacobys, for they go out of their way to be kind to us. The relation-

ship seems natural by contrast with some of fhe strained formalities with

other white administrators. If everyone in camp were to become acquainted wit}h
the administrative staff in this way, the misunderstandings eropping up would
readily be dissolved to a large degree, but this is impossible to achieve.

The problem remmins of getting enough commmication up and down so that full

understanding exists.
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I spent the morning writing, while Michi went to teach piano. She came
home before noon and suddenly produced a gift bog, a birthday present for me.
It was a copper ash tray and cigarette container, a very good-looking gift.
She had had the gift bought by Mrs. Jacoby the day we went to care for the
baby at her home, and Michi had asked her to keep it at her home because she
feared I might come across it if it were left in this small room. A girl, I
recognized her as from the store, came to talk to Miochi, and she mysteriocusly
went outside, some distance from thqﬂ door, to carry on the conversatiom. I
can't understand all the mystery. I thoughtthe girl mast be interested in
musie, an’ inquiring sbout it to Michi.

The secretary to Mr. Cook, supervisor of information, came in today to

inquire about my job status. I had been seeking Mr, Dean about during the past

week, but this girl tells me that 1 had been assigned, and thet I shoudd have

been on the job. But that was not the way I'd understood the discussion with
Miss Bogarad, Mr. Fleming's secretary, for the assignment wes pending my dis-
cussion with Mr. Dean and Mr, Bates. I dashed down with her to the Ad bldg.
and found g that I'd been assigned thed Thunsdey before. Mr. Cook seems an
able newspaper man, though one gets the impression thet he's not as keen as
was Mr, Gose. Mr. Cook is very cordial, but he's much more wrapped up in himm
self than was Mr. Goss, and doesn't observe externally quite as well as the
latter. We went up to 1208, employment office, which we had a little trouble
finding due to the complexity of house numbering system here, and got my defi-
nite assignment. Cook drives us all over the place, very cordial in that semnse.
Spent the afternoon with the Recreation classification committee. Sat
out on the shady side of the music building to earry on our discussion because
jt's too warm inside the meeting room. Two problems of discussion keep crop-

ping up, (1) what to do in the classification of Issei, and (2) how we may or-
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genize the community for recreation on a ward basis. Sem, Chie, Roy, Jobu,

Clara, and myself, present. We talked at a leisure rate for tle af'ternoon was

warm and it was pleasant just quietly sitting. Yet the discussion was ser-
ious and on the point. 7The question opened, What should we do with the Fine
Art's group? Do they need a head over the whole department, or is each de-
partment of fine arts capable of handling their own problems. Pearl Mayeda

of the dance group happened by so we inquired of her whether she desired a su-
pervisor over the fine arts department, and a leader appointed for the dance
group. Her reaetion was that the group was getting along all right as things
were, and it was preferable to elect a president or chairmen of the dance group,
as they had been doing, rather than to appoint a persom.

Chie is recreational le=der over musie, and in erafts. In consequence,
we were somewhet confused as to whether fine arts and oraft go together in the
local organization, or whether they are distinot groups. The source of the
confusion was that Ted Waller appointed Chie a recreational leader snd then
gave her all kinds of responsibilities none of which were necesgarily related.,
The whole organization of community activities (recreation) has gone ahead in
that menner, growing without directien or system, anml the general thfought is
that Waller is responsible for this present state‘of affairs. Most leaders
apparently don't know what their sphere of responsibilitfies is and their work
shows something of the aimlessness of the department head. Most of them are
disgusted, aml are demanding some kind of organization of responsibilities.
Chie thus is head of music end of crafts, though they are not related, but she
has nothing to with the other fine arts,

The question arose concerning the relation of such crafts as needleeraft,
sewing, ete., to ward leadership. There is a growing concensus among us that
there is need for ward leadership, especially now since the community has growm
to such unwieldy proportions as to make a community-wide control almost imposs-

ible. The matter, however, was not clarified, for the feeling prevails among
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those incumbent, that there should be direct line of control between the com-
munigy supervisor of crafts and the ward groups of craft organizations.

There is also the old problem of how the sontrol is to be handled between
Issei and Nisei. Nothing definitive coming out of our discussions. Roy tells
me that most of the Kibei have a feeling Japsn is going to win the war and that
their future lies in Japen. He X also mentions that the Issei are about as
discouraged sbout their situation here as any group in the settlement, for they
had spent their lifetime trying to build up their life in America, and it is
a terrible blow to them that all that is now taken away. It is different from
the attitude of a young man, for his hopes still lie with the future, but the
Issei have lived their life already, and all they desired was to live on the
glory of what they had accomplished. they have only an empty feeling about
them. Under these conditions, it would seem desirable to give the Issei some
place within the community where they may enjoy themselves, but to set up a
deparate category of Issei recreation seems open to question.

This evening I was wondering what I should do, whether we should visit
some people from whom I might get informastion, or stay at home and work, I had

started the reading of the galley proofs on my article for tha‘K ANNALS with

Michi helping me when people suddenly started bursting in on us. Mgy and ﬁﬂ

mother suddenly turned up with birthday gifts of "zabuton" (cushion), shorts
and socks, and Kaz came over bringing a sport shirt for a gift. They brought
their chairs with them which made it immediately evident that others were com-
ing. Tom andTomi then arrived carrying a large bucket of something, and Kay
and EKeiko were not far behind. Each had a gift for me, Tom, Tomi end Harno a
pocketbook exposition on war, and Key anmd Keiko a fly swatter. I was indeed
surprised, and everything was gay with much joking about my innocence through-
out the day of all that was being plammed behind my back.
¥ichi told us of the story of the girl who came in the morning whom I

had found so mysterious. She was from the local store and it was she that
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Michi had ordered a cake fr m. But, it seems, birthday cakes have to be or-
dered at least two or three days ahead here to get the amler back, and the girl
was doubtful that a eake could be had since Michi had not ordered until Monday.
A small birthday cake, the girl thought, might be had. But on this day it was
discovered that the baker had brought with him nothing but two small ordinary
chocolate cakes, and the girl feeling responsible for giving Michi the wrong
steer on what might be available, had walked the distance of three or four
blocks to inform her of the absence of a birthday cake. But the cake we had
that evening was quite delicious, perhaps because we hadn't had any like it
for some time, ever since leaving the eity.

Michi, Keiko and Tomi gathered around our kitehen table and began mix-
ing the drinks, (punch), and sebting the table., Everything was much 1liké a
party at home, though much more informdd., We sat around eating crackers and
sliced cold meat, olives, potato chips, cake, snd drinking punch. There was
plenty of everything. The talk shifted from one thing to another. Harno and
Kay, who had had to work at the Ad Bldg until late, later came in} Harno, in

his humorous way, immediately started talking ebout paddling, and there was

futther joshing about this point, with threats and counter-threats. This sort

of thing went on all evening.
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Repo t requested of the Classification Committee this morning to the Com-
munity Aetivities program. Somehow, I got the idea the committes was meeting
at 9:00 a.m., but it turned out the meeting was at 10:00, so T walked all the
way bagk home again to better prepare my disaussion.

The whole cammunity activities staff was gathered at the library for the
meeting, and only a few who were working at the time or were "small fry" were
absent. There must have been sixty or seventy present. Ted Waller brought
aldng Mr. Sherrill, but he only stopped to give a brief word of greeting and
left. Mr. Sherrill rarely rema;ns with the community people for more than a
few minutes at a time, it seems, though he does make a special effort to sit

in with their groups as much as possible. One has a feeling, however, of in-

creasing distance betweem the administrative heads and the people as the com-

munity has grown larger, until the administrative head now seems a person ex-
tremely distant to us. A Miss Cleo Watson, representing the YWCA of San Fran-
cisco, and some other individual, were presented to us. Ted Waller gave a few
announcements before turning the meeting over tb Sam Takegishi, chairman of
our committee, who proceeded to introduce me.

(See report of the Classification Committee on August 3.)

I talked in detail about the diagram of the community setivities organ-
ieation for about an hour touching upon some of the main problems that had con-
fronted us in our own discussions. Questions arose from the floor about sev-
eral points. Wilbur Takegishi inquired whether junior activities was consi-
dered apart from g¥fg)y athletics, to which I replied that it was, but that
an athletics program might well be carried under the j.a. program. Kumeo
Yoshinari, who at one time submitted a proposed report on ward organisation

and who must have felt that he deserved recognition on the point since T did
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not mention his report (or anyone elses), inquired about the ward organization.
Said he, "You've mentioned thatrthe ward leaders are not to have a staff under
them. Considering the import%noe of their job it seems to me that a staff is
necessary, and that voluntary workers such as you suggest will not be sufficient.”
Perhaps T shoudd have mentioned his neme in my talk in this connection, expec-
ially since the Pinedale group as a whole have felt that they have not received
due‘recognition for such things as they might contribute to the community ac-
tivities program here, but if I had mentioned him, I should have mentioned a

dozen other names of persons who had helped us., I replied to Kumeo that we

had considered that point, but (1) it was impossible at the present to appoint

a full staff to the wards, (2) Many of the existing staff could be called on
for ward sctivities, amd (3) we did not wish to erystallize the structure as
yét since we were not sure just how the organization would work., Kumeo seemed
satisfied with that.,

On finishing my discussion, the question was raised as to how soon this
plan was to be put into effect., Ted Shigeno felt that now was as good a time
as any. The organization seemed pretty good to him, and he saw no reason for
continuing the drifting condition that had prevailed. Another felt that mo
system was perfect and the only way to find out its imperfections is to try it
out. FHence, he was for trying it immediately. But others wished to discuss
- the structure with the committee, as suggested by Waller, ad that was the de-
eision finally accepted. An important reason for it was that the interviews
were not yet complete, ard job classifications could not yet be finished. The
matter of pay was here involved and it was felt a more thorough interview was
necessary before any final classification be made.

In the afternoon I walked with Michi over to 1102-C to see the head cook
of messhall 1120. The head cook was a very nice Issei, and pérhaps because
Michi talks a proper Japanese, she seemed to impress him favorably. There

seems to be considerable difference aimong cooks as to their willingness to co-
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operate on matters like these. We have tried about four different messhalls
since the beginning of the record concerts, and some persons, we find, are
very cordial and willing to cooperate while others take an attitude of irri-
tation at such requests. Past experience in which groups have failed to treat
the eooks Properly seems to have much to do with these attitudes.

I went to see Miss Bownedk of the occupstional survey., The interview
hall at 2308 was erowded with interviewers and interviewees. The reeception
girl was very cordial and introduced me to ¥iss Bowndok's gsecretary, Miss Ka-
wasaki. Miss Bowneck was out so I waited chatting to various persons there.
Miss Kawasaki seemed a pleasant sort with a keen interest in other persons.
She #fdd df identified me as one of the recent Forum speakers, and immediately
took a friendly inguiring attitude. She was glad to meet me, she sgaid, be=-
cause she's interedted in such discussions. She wants to meet Shibuteni, he's
such a fine speaker. Interested in mathematics end in accounting, and though
she only went through a business school in Sacramento, has hopes of studying
accounting more so that she may get a better position later. She's not mach
on reading, but finds social problems and debates interesting. I went to talk
with Yukio Kumamoto, one of the interviewers who was resting at the moment.
Yukio finds his job all right, but is getting tired of it because of the deli-
cacy with which he has to treat his subjects. Some people, he dedlares, are
very sensitive to giving out information about themselves, as for example, the

ﬁ&nung man this morning who came in and refused to give any accurate informa-

tion. fhen the girl asked him his weight, ghe said, "54 pounds," so she put

down 154 pounds. He took offense at that and walked out., Others, Yukio says,
break down when you ask them certain questions that bring sentimental memories
back to them, and start weeping. Had five or six such cases in sixty or seven-
ty interviews, and happens emong Issei prineipally. But most persons cooperate

well.

After a half hour wait, Miss Bowneck finally arrived, but she asked me
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to wait. Several of the supervisors of interview came up to ask her questicﬁa.

All this took another half hour or more. She would then shuffle the papers

on her desk apparently getting her business of the afternoon straight. Miss

Bowneck struck me as a kind of little Napoleon--she almost looked like a female
variety of him. Her words to ¥} her asssistants were blunt, almost irritatingly
commanding, snd she seemed the kind who wouldn't breok eny interference of her
own work. I stoolk close to her desk waiting, but she paid no attention to me.
I almost received the impression of a pe~son who delighted in showing her author-
ity to others. A dust storm blew up, one of those that frequently blows down
through the alley ways here, and oreated havoe in the interview hall by blow-
ing clouds of dust into the room. Everyone dashed to close the windows, but
by the ti e the windows were closed the dust was so thisk within that it seemed
worse thah the outside. P¢p¥ People seem to resign themselves to this sort of
thing now. I was irritated by the long wait and Miss Bowneck's attitude of
obliviousness to my presence, and finally decided I should not wait any longer.
I told the secretary I was leaving, andthough she protested declaring she would
see that I got to see the Head Woman, I suggested I would see her another time.
However, as I was on my way out, & young man came running after me saying that
Miss Bowneck wished to see me. After another wait of ten minutes, Miss Kewa-
saki pointed out my presence to Miss B. amd I finally received my interview.
Once we started talking, however, Miss B. was extremely cordial anl went
out of her way to tell me abo t the survey. I felt that she was proud of the
work she wasd doing and had been doing, and was glad to have me listen to it.
A decided exhibitionist. The work was carefully plamned and well-organized,
at least in her mind though I guestioned the ability of her staff, and she had
all the plans and reports ready at hand. My interest was in the relation of
present employment to past experience, but no information was available on
present employment on this sheet. The purpose of the survey, she declared,

was to find out what job experiences are available to the WRA program. Another
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six weeks, perhaps, would be required for the completion of the interviews,
and several more for codinz. Only about 5000 pesons of 15000 had been in-
terviewed. She showed me charts of the floor plan organizetion, diagrams of
work flow, and reports of work progress.

Chie Aoki received notice that she must legqve for Arkansas. Of course,

she's very happy, for she's wanted leave for a long time to join her fiancee,

Charles Nakata, private in the army at Camp Robinson. She could hardly contain

herself as she came rushing up to Michi at supper table to announce the gay
news. The conversation also turned to the question of who will replace her

as chairman of the music department and of erafts.
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Michi snd I had a 10:00 a.m. appointment with the occupational census at
2308. “he had left early to attend to #her pieno teaching, but met me there.
Tom had warned us of the earelessness of the interviewers, especially of no. 6,
and we were prepared to loock for the worst. Our men was no. 5. But as the in-
terview progressed, it was increasingly apparent that our men, while not a first
rate census taker, was careful in noting all information. His chief shortcoming
was a horrible lack of ability to spell, which might have been due to tiredness -
or to lack of poise. He was very cordial; quite nice looking. Perhaps the
1ist of honoraries and honorariums held between Michi and myself impressed him;
at least we liked to think so. The work was quite intense for the interviewer
since he was continually writing at a rapid pace and took about half an hour
for each interview. He would masssge his fingers now and then.

Tom's report of interviewer no. 6 went something as follows: "Whenfwe came
to the question of foreign lancsuages, he completely skipped over it until I
called his attention to it. I mentioned that I read French, and he put down
that I also speak and write it wéthout raising further questions. I mentioned
that I kmew Latin, and he then asked whether I also speak it, and then decided
for himself, YOh, well, Latin's a dead language, I guess you wouldn't speak it.'
When it came to the schedule of past employment, I mentioned that I worked with
Dorothy Thomas on some research, because I actually did, am the dope didn't
want to put it down because he didn't consider what I'd done work. The guys

a dope, that's all I've got to say for him."

Remembering Tom's comments, Michi, who sat closer to interviewer no. Sy

watohed him out of the corner of her eyes. ©“he felt that she detected the same

kind of carelessness which Tom had mentioned. She also mentioned that Yukio
Kumamoto, whose background she kmew from Seattle, was kmown for his careless-
ness about detailed points. But Michi was well pleased with out interviewer.

Tn order to get some letters into the afternoon mail, I walked down to
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the post office, a good seven minute's walk, and then to the community store

in the 700 bloek where is also located the bank. I met Michi there in accor-
dance with pre-arrengement, and she was talking to Tom who had asked her to
ocash his cheeck for him since the Shibutani's were out of funds but the line be-
hind Michi was too long to wait for. Since the sun was hot and it was appareht
it would take some time to go_throuqh the benk line which was waiting, I sent
Michi home. The bank, a branch of the Tulelake Bank of America, opens only once
or twice a week, and then only irregularly. My guess is that the Bank opened a
branch here in antieipation of a good trade considering the large concentration
of people here. But perhaps they hadn't taken into account the small income

of this group, and the absence of enterprises requiring loans. In any case,

the original schedule of bank day three times a week was shanged to once a week.
At one timé, it was rumored about that the bank would not reopen due to lack

of business, and there was a feeling that the bank had walked out after taking
the best portion of deposits and finding no further income available. Their
main business here is cashing checks of money orders, and little is domne along
the line of loans and deposits. But a long line usually forms for the cashing
of checks, anl usually requires some two hours to go through. The one cashier
is kept extremely busy; perhaps it's not surprising that the banking firm feels
they have a white elephhnt on their hands.

At 1:00 p.m. there were about seventy-five persons ahead of Michij; by

2:00 there were still some forty persons before me. It was uncomfortable am

tiring waiting outside the bank door in the hot sun. The young fellow just be-
hind me was from Auburn, Washington, so I picked up e conversation with him,
He was working with the fire prevention erew, and had taken time off to cash a
sheek. His fellow worker, an Issei, had told him to come aroundi to his home
whenever he was ready to go to work, so #n the meantime the young fellow was
going to cash his check on working time. He felt that most the Pinedale group

had found jobs by now, and they were becoming accustomed to the place. This
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is quite in contrast to the initial maladjustment of the Pinedale group, in
which they felt that all good jobs had already been taken, were resentful of
the injustices in the situation, and declared that they preferred Pinedale to
Tule Lake.

T reached the bank teller about 3:00 o'clock. Just then he decided that
the bank would close, and eliminated from the line those who were stending out-
gide the door. He handed out twenty four slips indicating the remaining number
he would take for the afternoon; but there were gquite a number outside who were
cursing the fact that they were left out. Chie Aoki eame in shortly before
trying to cash her brother's check, which she needed since she was leaving to
get married next Friday, and stood dismayed st the length of the line ahead of
her. She was busy getting ready for the trip, and didi#i*t have much time. I
suggested she talk to Mr. Blodgett of Community Enterprises who was standing
near by and indicate to him her problem. He fixed her up by cashing her check
as a special case. But, on the whole, the bank is the only place one gets his
checks oashed, which is a great inconvenience here. It cost met ten cents to
withdraw from my $200 deposit; something It've never before encountered. I felt
they ﬂﬂﬁ'were taking advantage of our situation, but there was nothing I could do.

Michi and I wmnt to Tom's public speaking class this evening. We discussed
the obligation of going in the afternoon. We felt we'd like to attend regularly
if we had the time, for public speaking is something we should be trained in,
but there's too much else to do. However, since Tom and Tomi have been good
enough to come to the record conodrts regularly, snd they'rs our friends, we

felt we must show up at least oncéd in a while. I'm sure Tom would like %o have

us come, although he declared at first he didn't went us because we'd demoralize

the class. But he didn't protest very strongly our joking request for attendance.
Tomi wasn't present this @vening because Mrs. Jacoby had come over just
after supper requesting Tomi's aid in caring for the baby this evening. Mlrse.

J. wished to attend the suki-yeki dinmer being given for the visiting Rotar-
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jans from Klamath Falls at messhall 1520, Tomi had gone down with her knitting.
Mrs. J. had asked for Michi also, but hearing that Michi was attending the p. s.
e¢lass this evening, let the matter go. Mrs. J. brought flowers over later to
Tomi in apprefeiation. As Michi and I entered 4508 where Tom's class was being
held, we could see directly across the firebreak, the messhall where the re-
ception of the Rokarians was taking place. Rows of cars were pasrked all around.
We wondered if this were an all-8aucasgian affair--the thought of such a speecial
affair aroused a twinge of resentment in me, thoﬁgh of eourse, I had no way of
knowing then who was in attendance. I was sure the Japanese were helping to
entertain, as they usually do.

Kay and Keiko Hisetomi were at Tom's class, but we knew noome else., One
Issei was present, and perhaps a couple of Kibei. The rest were young Nisei,
among them three girls. About twelve in all, most of the students being rather
retiring. The discussion today turned on diction with Tom pointing out some
of the pitfalls of diction, and we reciting from a sfandard reading item which

he presented us. The meeting broke up early due to the unpreparedness of two

students to give their talks, as it apparently was originally planned,
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Worked at home all morning. Michi came home to discuss the problems of
the music department which has been upset by the incoming of the Pinedale group
end the psnding departure of Chie Aoki who, "till now, has been a satisfactory
chairman of the departmbné.

Muasie Deparhmeht The difficudties of the department began about July 25th after

the arrival of the Pinedale group was completed. A%t the cdnter of the intruding
force was May Yoshimura, formerly of Seattle, who had been head of the musie
department down at Pinedale. First note of arising diffioculties came about
July 28, It seems May Yoshimura appeared at the reoreation center accompanied
by her husband, Tom Yoshimura, and cornered Waller, supervisor of community ac-
tivities. Michi was there at the time, and though she didn't hear the discussion,
she declared that May and Tom had Waller off to one corner talking to him in-
tenself for almoét an hour. The content of the discussion came to us later from
Waller and Yasumura who informed the music department of what May's desires were.
It seems that My May Yoshimura immediately pointed out to Ted Wallee that
she would become a part of the music program here only on condition she was made
chairman of the department. It appears that she pointed out to Waller the great

success she had enjoyed with her department while in Pinedale where she had 750

pupils in the group. Lessons were taught in largeli elasses three times a week

to each class. Dummy keyboards were used since there was only one piano avail-
able. Three pianos, incidentally, were bought by the Pinedale evacuees through
contributions, and this became another point of disagreement since the questidn
of its disposition here arose. Bach pupil, she declares, had a chance to touch
the piano during the week, though, to be sure, they had to be seated two at §

time at the piano. There has been talk among the Pinedale group that they wis?sd‘-"“'

to be taught by the Krinkey method, Mr. Krinkey having been May's beacher in

Seattle, and this seems to indicate the likelihood that May tried to sell the
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same idea to Mr. Waller.

Tom Yoshimura had a reputation in Seattle as an effeminate busybody al-
ways chasing after girls, who claimed to kmow much but showed an abysmal ig-
norance about most things. Tom had worked for years with the Sumitomo Bank
in Seattle, and my friends who worked in the kaisha (Japanese corporation) of-
fices invariably described him to me in this way. His reputation scemed un-
changed for Jobu Yasumura, who had been an important person in Pinedale and
was now working under Waller, warned the latter that he might encounter Tom
and be marked out as a person to be worked upon. On this occasion, Tom ap=
parently threw the works at Waller, claiming his wife to be the outstanding

Japanese pianist of the Northwest, ete. Waller, being forewarned, apparently

didn't resect as Tom desired, for he later went to Jebu to question further Tom's

character,

Michi's opinion of May Yoshimura's ability as a pianist played a signi-
fieant part in this affai®, for she was the only one who kmew very much of May's
background, having had some contact with her in Seattle, anl since Michi was
already esteblished in the music group and accepted. Michi says of the latter,
"I know what May's musicianship is like because I've attended her pupils' piano
recitals several times. I've never thought much of her pupils' playing, and
I'm sure ¥ay can't be much of a pianist either since she doesn't train her pupils
any better than she does. <n fact, she never could memorize enough pieces to
perform before an audience, so she never had her own concerts. May once con-
fessed to me that she admired her pupils' ability to play in recitals since ﬁ%%
she herself was never .able to play one piece. The girl is so tense, you can
see it in her face, thet I don't see how she could be a good musician, and she
tries so hard to impress other people that I can't imaginé her being sincere
in her music. May claims on her occupational data sheet that she attended the
University for one year, but I think that's a lie, or perhaps she took work by

correspondence, for I can't remember hee being around the University. I was
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there all through the years she wss likely to be there so I'm sure I'd have
known if she had attended."

Miochi went on to tell of some things that Tom is reported to have done
down at the administration building. "About the same day of his arrival, Tom
went down to the ad. bldg. and cornered Mr. Niesse of the accounting depart-
ment. He gave Mr. Niesse a big story about how he had worked in the Sumitomo

Bank over ten years and how important his wepk was. He probably told him too

that he went to the University; I think he took some extensfon work. He didn't

- get a job right away, but Tom¢ kept hanging around the office. lr. Shirrell
got wind of some of the things that Tom had been trying to do, and it's reported
that Mr. Shirrell was very angry about it.

Went down to the Ad Bldg. to see Mr. Cook, my boss, and to turn in a re-
port. He wasn't there, so no new assigmment. Morton Grodgins sent us records
by mail, Beethoveyn's 5th Symphony, over which Michi was very happy. Every
bit of parcel post, it seems, must be inspected by the office of Provost Mar-
shal. Mits Nishio had the use of a car for the afternoon to get ready for
this evenings pienie for Chie, so I got a 1lift home. Most persons are very
goad about picking up friends when they have a car hendy. Started to fix mokher's
ggig.whieh she had been asking about for some time, and which I felt I should do
something about since both Mother and May have been very helpful to us. I am
torn between the necessity of not doing more for mother and May than for Michi,
which is as it should be, and the need to help them out on some things. I
didn't quite finish fixing the straps of the geta before we had te hurry off
o the picenic for Chie which starts at 6:30.

Chie's picnio Sinee Chie is leaving for Arkansas to join her fiance in Camp

Robertson, a party was started among a small group to give her a send off. I
understood that it was to be limited to the musiec group at first, but by the
time of the picnie day, the party included the whole recreation department.

When we arrived about 6:35 p.m., there was a crowd of some sixty or seventy
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persons gathered, and Hﬁ}%s Nishio was calling off names off a list to check
the persons going. I learned that we were to go the farm for the picnic and
wiener roast, and since we were leaving the cantonnement, every person would
have to be checked out by the armed guard at the gate. The trucks for trans-
portation were late, but we finally were off on our way at 7:00. There were
eight trucks and -one roadster ineluding about 96 persons. The only persons
oukside the department going on the pienie were Miss Robinson of the day nur-
sery, Uave Okada amd his wife (because Dave had served on the classification
committee), John Fukuyama and myself (because our wives were on the staff),
and one other unidentified Caucasian. There was a gay mood in all the trucks
as we departed from 1808.

Just as we passed the gate going out énto the highway, numerous remarks
were passedﬂ around that indicated the relief of our group at gaining a meas-
ure of freedom outside the barbed fences again. There was a general murmur:
"Oh, we're outside now. Gee, it feels good to get out." Jobu Yasugura: "Ah,
the air smells different out here." Myself, "Yeh, what is that strange smell."
(joke) Dave Okada: "It does give a sense of relief, doesn't it?" There was
much joking about this "new freedom." Hobu: "Say, let's stop somewhere to get
some beer. ‘here must be some place along the highway here." Girl: "There's
a sign says chicken dinner at some inn one mile down; how about it?" Michi

said: "Oh, there's a tree!" Chorus: "Where, where?" General eraning of necks

to see the tree. We joked along pointing out cows, horses, grass, stores, and

all the things we hadn't seen within the cantonnement.

We lost our way out, that is, noone in our whole group seemed to know faor
sure where the turn-off for the farm road came on the highway. The confusion
was righted very shortly, and we arrived at the farm, some seven or eight miles
distence from the settlement. Later some army officers came to see our pienie,
snd Mrs. Waller joined them for a while; but when she returned Ted Waller said

to his wife, "You didn't tell the Captain that we lost our way, did you?r" She
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answered negatively. We hoped to see Tule Lake, but the lake apparently was
on the other side of the huge farm from where we were, and all we could see was
a broad expanse of ocultivated land with the hills beyond. The farmhouse was

a dilapidatéd small building, and the messhall was an open air shelter covered
over with tule rush.

Everyone in our car made a quick dash for the tule grass thinking to bring
them home for decoration. The idea seemed ambigiious to me for back home tule
grass seemed so common to us we should hardly have considered it appropriate
for home decoration, but I was right with the rest in the thiock of the grass
cutting the tule deep on the stem. Dusk came rapidly amd time was short; our
outdoor lunch seemed the paramount interest snd several of the reliable persons
of the recreation dept. went to work very soon. There were loads of food to
dispose of, and comments were ocurrent that this was the best lunch they'd had
in a long while, contrasting it with the standard menu in our messhalls. The

wiener roast seemed to give especial delight to the people. There was much

recalling of wiener roamsts in the past under different cirocumstances. Late in

the twilight and into the dark summer night we sat around the bonfire singing
songs. There was a carefree mood, an absence of tension, created more by the
removal from the close social life of the community, probably, than by the ab-
sence of a fenced in area. We felt ourselves one small closely-knit group,
though many of us were strangers to eash other, separated from the mass of hu-
manity in the center. Even the army of mosquitoes tha& attacked us from the
dark scarcely disturbed the moad. Chie, beigg the honored guest, was the center
of attraction around the fireside. Impromptu wordings to popular songs were
merked out to joke about or express our feelings on her leaving. Sometimes Chie
turned her face away from the crowd and fire, perhaps to hide her feelings towards
all her friends. We returned to the center about 11:00. Only the guard at the
gate was awake around the administration buildings to check us back in.

There are to be no more picniecs and hiking parties leaving on ears and
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trucks for there have been criticisms by the local white population of the

evacuees ®sing government trucks for pleasure purposes.
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Since almost two weeks ago, Haruo has been bemoaning the ai
lack of attention to the labor situation on the farm and predict-
ing dire consequences if something drastiec is not done to fore-
stall 1t. His personal concern is that economie planning enter
into problems of labor along with the rest of the planning, but
Mr, Eastman has been loathe to let the technical staff in on it
principally, it seems, because of Mr. Eastman's fear of running
counter to his subordinate, Mr, Callam, Said Harueo yesterday,
"One of the farm wwpmyvimvy formen came to Frank SaRada yemter
the other day and said, 'The boys are threatening to walk out
if they don't get water on the farm by 2:00 o'eloeck (lack of drink-
ing water)!, but Sakada says to this foremen, 'They'll just walk
back home if they want to quit.® These guye don't seem to realize
that this thing is more serious than that the boys will simply
walk back home,"

For the last couple of days, I have heard rumors that the
farm gang were about to strike, or that they had struck already.
This morning the explosion reaily ocecurredl

I went down to the office first thing in the morning, as is
my usual praotico% and heard from Cook's secretary that the farm

boys had come to the square outside the placement office, foom
where they usually depart on trueks for the farm but hu& refused
to go. Said she, "I heard that one truck started to drive off
to the farm, but an 0ld man ran after the truek, grabbed hold of
it, and almost gbt himself killed as the truek Picked up spped.
The people yelled at the driver, so he stopped. Nobody left for
work this moming." This was about nine 0 clock, when I heard of
the strike, so I immediately left for the placement office,
near

On the streets, even/the 1200 block, everything seemed much
as usual, with young fellows playing cateh, and oledr folks talk=
ing. There were no signs to indicate enything unusual, But as
soon as I turned the eorner of the placement office, a large crowd
of men came into sight, many in hilling groups of tem to twenty,
others talking intensely ih groups of threes and fours and the
majority squatting in the shade of she barracks in sulien silence.
One could hardly fail to sense the electiic atmosphere which per-
veded the area., The main discussion went on in a large group
gathered about two foremen telking to members of the administrative
staff in front of a laundry room.

I Joined this main group, but the conversation was in too low
a voice to hear so I moved on to another group. I moved with a
good bit of self-consciousness, for I wondered if these men might
not take me for an outsider or even worse, an informer, and I knew
they were ready to deal with any snoopers. There were ten to fif-
teen men in the second group which I Joined, and they were almost
without exeeption Issei. The group was talking to a Nisei intere
mediary, a man of about thrity seven who spoke Zapanese faiily
well though not with complete ease. He wag saying: "You see, we
have to do these things in proper order., Right now there is a

committee of your men going around from messhail to messhall trying
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to find out what caused the food shortege at breakfast this mome-
ing."™ Wie have to find out the facts before we can talk about these
things. 1In the meanwhile we'll get a cormittee of men to talk over
this thing with the administration, eand then we can perhaps have
an opeh meetingg, say at the outdoor platform.” One of the workers,
"It's well au_ouaﬁ to say these things have to be done in order, but
we've been asking for them for along time. It's not only the food;
we have to have cloth and shoes, and we get dirty on the farm
80 we need soap with whiech to wash our clothes. Ve were promised
these things two weeks ago, but we haven't received one thing of
them. How long are we supposed to wait.," lMediator: ™But that's
why I say we have to wait, to find out the facts so that we can
present them to the administration. But you won't have to wait
lon% because we're finding out about them today and some announce-
ment will be made as to how these problems will be dispomed.” The
arguments of this young man were not entirely econvincing aiihough
the erowd did not seem to take offense at him, Another young fel-
low, a kibel, spoke with considerable vigor as a mediator eand seem-
ed {'.o command the attention of his small addience rmech better.
Said he, "Our eonstruction crews are striking also. But we are
agking %hat those on the job of putting up plaster boards in the
homes stay at their work until the apartment they are working on
is finished. 7You can't ask them to walk out immediately, for that
affects the Japanese themselves. We must consider the feelings
of those whose 8 would be left half finished, for suech a thing
would cause much invonvenience. If we were work on white peoples
homes, I would tell the workers to quit immediately, but they're
working on your own people's homes, eand it wouldn't be fair to call
them off hefore they finish the apartment they're working on. It
won't be more than half an hour before everyone walks off." There
was some dissension with some of the erowd taking the view that
since the strike is for the benefit of the whole commmity, that
the few who suffers should take the inconvenience aceordingly.
This view came espetéially from a Nisei. But most of the erowd ac-
cepted the view in silence. Said the kibel, "I agree with the
other speaker that we have to settle this matter in order. All
of us are grumblirig about our problems to be sure, but we have
%o get the facts so we can confront the authorities with a cast- -
iron argument. We must impress on the whites why we are making
the dgmnds that we are. The matter shall be settled this after-
noon,

Some of the men and the two mediators drifted off. A small
group remained. An Issel farm workers "This is something thet con-
cerns the whole community, especially the matter about food. Ve
should thrash out every point in an open meeting, The whit;%re
making fools of us, and we'll never get anywhere unless we ak
long and loud emough, Ve must settle everything once and for all,
Otherwise, weXll continue to get stepped on the way we have, and
all menner of advantage will be taken of our situation." General
agreement prevailed that the whole thing should be brought out in
the open. /Another worker declared: "Of course, the white adminig-
trators don't want this thing brought out too much in the open.

They'll be inconvenienced by an open discussion of the problem,
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But our inconvenience is even greater. We have to do without things
everyday that we need right away.," This was said in a very angry
tone in response to a comment of one of the mediators that the
white staff widn't wish to have this thing too muech broadcast be-
cause of inconveniences that mght arise. What was referred to
here was probAbly the white staff's fear that the noising about

of such matters in the American publie could bring serious conge-
quences to the administration of the Project, but this was not
openly stated and was probably not understood.

Worker: "There are a few individuale in this commun ity who
are trying to gain high seats. They use others as step ing stones
to these high seats., We mist be on the lookout for sueh individu-
als, and rid them from our group, You know, of gourse, that the
man who gave the ahodarakye (Satirieal mno-f.ogue} the other day
" nls statement brought forth surprise, and

The reference was to the sekdous problem that had arisen

recreation department because certain un-Ameriesn statements
were allaged to have been made in the satirieal monologue. The
crowd responded with anger, rather then fear, thet one of their
members had been removed for what they considered a relatively
trivial matter. The worker continued, "Someone informed the Sue-
thorities here about that satiriecal monologue, We know who was
the informer, I say that we ghould beat uissuch scoundrels; do
away with them." Vigorous agreement on th proposition arose

from the crowd. “Su'rgﬁawe should beat up suchf\?fellewp g0 he'll

never squeal again," y urgoa.

Another worker cogtinued, "We have a bunch of Nisei down in
the administration building who are trying to run things here, but
the stupid fools don't lmow what they're about, All they know is
how to bootlick the whites and raise their own positions. We can't
trust such persens, Ve have to look out for our own interests."
Anotheri "The Kibel are the same way. Some of them thinlk they
kmow a little Jepanese so they try to tell us what %o do." But
another remarked, "I know one young fellow who has had considere
able education in Japaneww, and also has graduated from the Unive-
ersity of California, He is now trying to organize a CI0 union
in 8 camp. . Wie should enlist the aid of such fellows as that
:he émdofatmd our point of view but ean approach the white adminis-

rators.

This discussion continued in this vein from one speaker to
another until the ecrowd finally broke up. A general crowd phen-
omenon prevailled. A speaker would introduce an idea and hold the
stage. Then amother, as frequently as not one who stood in the
rear of the audience, would speak forth and move into the ecenter
of the erowd. Speakers gene held their audience in intense
silence, though differences in ability to address the erowd made
considerable difference. Very frequently the transition from one
speaker to another was disconnected, though it didn't seem t0 dise
tract the persons bhere. Most of the speakers were waiting to get
théér word in, falrly exploding to do so, and poured forth their

griewance when they had the floor. Dramstic points eaught hold
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with a dangerous degree of suggestibility. The crowd was read
to break loose in mob violence had the oceasion presented itse{r,
for the reinforcement of numbers was clearly apparent. The dis-

cussion moved forward swiftly, with scarcely a questloning of any
points made except where it was directly contrary to what was up=
permost in their minds, to get their demands,

I moved to another grouikor Issei listening to some ferm
foremen, The latter were talking in a low voice and could not be
heard on the rim of the Barge crowd. The people on the rim were

xt heatédly talking among themselves. One young Kibei rushed up
and started loudly voiecing his view, "The trouble 18 there's a

guy down in the administration handling the messhalls who should

be kicked out. lie had the same man for messhall superintendent

in Waelerga, and he was a "biteh® if there ever was one, He's been
in the office for the last three days. No wonder we don't get
enough to eat now. We have to get that guy out of there.” Others
spread further rumors about this mess superindendent and his core-
ruption and ineffieciency. (The faet is, according to Mr, Shirrell,
b{ some error provision for the month oi‘ July had been only for
11,000 populaiton, whereas the actual population inecreased to 15 , 000
by the middle of July with the ineoming of Pinedale., The insufe-
ficlency was being felt now because the reserve had been used up.
Sugar, Tfor instance, was due in this evening, This was annoueced
in Tuedday's Council neeting, but was not generally kmown., The
belief in this erowd was that the lack of food was due to graft.)

In another place, a construection erew was carrying on an are
%mmt with the white foreman., Said a Nisei leader of the group,
ow come the farmers have been faid off for the month of June

and we haven't, They made their demands so thez got what they

wanted. VWhy ean't we get what's coning to us? The white fore-
man,md & lean lanky man with a nervously twitehing mouth, looked
out of wary anxious eyes ag he answered, "Well, when I was work-
ing with the WPA, we were sometimes several months behind in our
pay. TYou have to realize that the governgment can't pay off at
any time as private business ecan, TYou'll get {our pay seoner or
later if youre patient.,” The Nisel leader replied, "Yeh, but the
farmers got their June pey already. They paid tem off out at the
farm just the other « They didn'% wven have to get their pay
tags; the foremen merely checked them off their own list as v |
came ups Why can't we get gaid off that «" There was loud con-
firmation of the fact that the farmers had beem paid off. "Yol're
sure of that? Well, I don't Enow how to explain that, I'1l have
to _check with the office on it," The crowd breke up.

I ran into Harno and Kay ebout this time. They were looking
around, very much concerned about the whole problem, A general
announcenment was about to be made from the steps of the laundrpy
room. The crowd all started to move in that direction, A truck
that had gone out with one member of the committee of inguiry re-
turned just at thet moment, It ceme rolling up in & clodd of dust
to the doormay of the laundry room, which apparently was temporary
headquarters for the farm foremen, The driver unthinkingly left

his truek parked there. An Issei shouted from the crodd, "Get




Farm Laboy Strike
Auga 153 1942 (pagl 5)

the truck out of here." The single command was enough. The
driver, without another hint, drove right.out and out of sight,
It was easy to sense the tense muod. of the whole group.

: The Eibel foremand of the fmem congtruction crews spoke from
the steps. spoke elearly and with a commandin air, though

he was eareful not to misplace the Japanese honorifies. "We are
going to ask you to go home this morning. There will be no work
today. (Zhis was about 11100 @em) In the meantime, the foremen
are getting together to make & car8ful inquiry into the food situ-
ation, As soon ag they make their eonclusions, they will meet
with the administration. This afternoon we shall have a general
meeting, perhaps out on the outdoor field with louds eaker, ' in
which we shall ask the administrative staff to have its represen-
tative present. You will be notified by bloek menegers. In the
neantime, please go home and have a good rest. We shall do' our
best to get everything straightened out." This seemed to satise
fy the workers; there was e general applause, A few, however,
quicicly noted a point that had been left out, and rushed to the
front to confpont the foremen, "This ien't a question of food
alene;"they declared, "we want everything settled,about our pay,
elothing, shoes, mpi and so on." But the ecrowd broke up, end

there were shortly a Tew straggling remnants of the wrowd

left. There were remarks that this wss & general corman ity pmﬁq.-
lem, end everyone should be allowed to enter into the discussion,

Mﬂﬁi The dissatisfaction of the farmers had, appareﬁtly, :
een bro

oding for some considerable time, but no adeguate atben-
tion had been given 1%, Harno had been warning us of it for et
least two weeks, Only the day before he mentioned to me that
the adninistration had promised the workers on the farm too much,
Hayes had seid. the : et their pay, shoes and eclothing, and
messhall, by the 15th, But this was clearly an impossible promise.
Harno's belief was that it was unnecessary to promise as mmech,
The tension thet was ascoumlating ean be noted in the fact that
some of the workers were toking to fisticuffs to settle their dif-
ferences during the past week. The strike was pending for some
time, It was understood that the farmers would quit work on the
15¢%h if they did not get their demands. But the explosion came -
on the morning of the l5th instead, principally over the question
of inadequate food, This was indeed a fact, for our owmn breakfasts
were far from satisfging, and we were hungry by ten in the morning, -

The imagery whieh this strike ecrowd had developed was of the
white administrators as "devils", or more correctly, "consceited
stupid eriors" running the lives of Japanese, Tfm Japanese,
on the other hand, were the butt. Henee, the confliet in their
minds is Vhites ve. Japanese. Theiyr deuisioam at this time was,
we won't take eny more from the whites, The WRA edministrative
staff, thus, was lumped with all the rest of the white world. The
fallure in this instance was e¢learly that they had lost personal
contaet with the {ersannol of the administration, exeept in their
work situation whiech was wnsatisfactory eand stralned, and could
no longer see the administrators as humen beings, Mutuel distrust
existed, with no basis of commen understanding and ecommunication
whereby to alleviate the differences.
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Rumors were rampent, Stories that fit their own ideas, if
told with any degree of convine: ess, were aceepted without question,
And the interstimulation of the orowd g intensified what grieve
ances each person held, ; -

Prestige and self-respect or self pride were important face
tors_involved, The whites were making fools of the Japanese }
the Japanese should not stand fer it, Jepanese sengitivity on
such points as these gave this crowd an explogive charaeter, One-
may predict that Japanese erowds, when disgruntled to the extent
this one was, are eagsily turned f'.o violence, This is especially
true among the farming group where edueational background is low,

liost of those who were agitating were Igsei, Although Nisei
were among those present, the dominance of the apanese language
in all discussions indicated the group to whom the diseussion was
principally addrecsed. ;
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Yesterday afternoon, & meeting was held at mess 1220 to which
representatives from all oceupational groups with major gripes were
intited, The discussion apparently tumed primarily on the quest-
tion of food. The mass meeting, promised earleir the same morning
to the striking farmers, thus ala not materialize for this was a
restricted meeting 1im1%

ed to those who were representatives.

Saturday night, the same day, an announcement was made at the
entertainment show that the oonnni%tee of inquiry had contacted the
adninistration and had come to certain agreements, The request was .
made that workers retufip to their jobs on londay morning,

Having observed the fiasco of Saturday morning, however, and
recalling the promise that a mass meeting would be held to discuas
all the points of grievance, suech tactics were obmiously insuffi-
cient to quiet the workers. No adequate commnication had been
made to the workers of the problems they had asked to have settled,
and,clearly, the people were going to ask for a regular mass meet-
ing, or some kind of answer from the committee on their findings.
Thus, it came about that on Sunday afternoon, the news spread about
of a mase meeting that was to be held in the firebreak where the
outdoor stage stands. The majority of people secemdd reletively un-
aware of all that wag involved, and no general sign of tension ap=-
peared, but to the social analyst it was quite clear that the sit-
uation was dangerously close to open revolts The most egitated
group is the farm workers, mainly composed of Issei who have come
feom the farming areag of Sacramento Velley, or so it seems from
those I've obgerved.

Tom, Tomi, Harno, Keiko, Michi and I left for the firebreak
about a quarter to eight so %hat we might be in close to the crowd.
But shortly before eight, no sizn of a meeting was in progress,

At the outdoor stage a Christian fellowship was on with its hyms
and a white speaker setting a strange contrast to the mass meeting
we were expecting to see, Workers drifted aimlessly between the
outdoor platform and the wrestling ring, some two blocks distance
in between, not kmowing exaectly where the meet was to be held.
The comi‘b%ee was waiting for the end of the fellowship so that
they night have use of the outdoor stage and their PA system,

I accompanied Michi and Tomi to the coneert hall since it ceem-
ed inadvisable for them to remain among the milling mob that had
gathered in the meantime. Kelko refused to go with us, for she was
too much concerned over Kay, her husband, to stay very far from him,
Groups were gathered about &he wrestl r pparently discussing
among themselves ﬁior to the presentation from the committee, but
I left with the girls to return later. '

When I returned, the crowd was split in half, one group sur-
rounding the wrestling ring, and the other crowded about the quiet
audience of the Catholie prie‘st giving a sermon, The meeting was
twenty minutes delayed, already, I joined one group in whiech a
heated discussion went on, Three or four leaders were the center

of attention. I missed the first part of the diseussion o the
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low rurmyr of their veoices, But a young Issei, or more like a
ﬁp_g_ﬂ., took up the argument in a eclear uncompromising voice,

e mst realize first and last that we are Jepanese, We can't
be frightened out by a few whites, The whites are out to treat
us like dogs, and we might as well fight them to the last diteh,
Some people say that all this agitation will bring the army into
our camp, Let the army come in, perhaps it would be just as well,
We have to fight thls thing out even if we give up our lived doing
80, Ye have to show eur Japanese spirit," Some persons on the
gide commented in Japanese, "Well, the fellows talking big things,"
(as if to wonder what would come of it all.) Some Niseil youngsters
rubbernecking on the scene shook their heads and walked away,
Another leader took up at the same point, "We know that Japen is
going to win this war sooner or later, We should be glad to sacri-
Tfice our lives for their cause," All this was said in Japanese,
by Issei possibly in their early forties,

The foregoing type of agitation was present all around ug
and caused a tense scene, The walting for the use of the plat-
form was bad for it intensified the milling of the erowd, Dliost
of the Issei were Just listening, thoughk with rapt attention,
but a few of these under fifty were doing most of the talking,
Fortunately, the fellowship meeting ended and the stage was given
over %o the mass meeting,

A %t leagt two thousand people must have been on hand, mostly
male Issei and Kibel, with a minority of Nisei who apparently were
present merely to see the fun by and large, and a handful of young
girls, Most of the audience sat in front of the platform on the
ground in closely packed semi-cirele, while the remainder stood
in a fairly tight crowd about the seatdd group, A scattering of
onladckers completed the rim, I was glad to see thet the majority
were Beated for this gave a semblence of order to the addience,
This was no Sunday audience come to be enterta:lnedlnthere was a
tenseness about them that boded ill for anyone making a false move.

A Hisei came forward to the miecrophone and said, "Will someone
hear get some light globes for the stage, The chureh group teok
all the lights with them,"” A Kibei shouted, "Speak Japaneseli Speak
Japanesel™ (in Japanese) There was & moments silence, scattered
laughter, them others took up the ery, "Who dares to speak English
here, Vie're Japanese here, Japanese." "ie don't understand any-
thing but Japanese.,"” A high-pitched Kibek immediately replaced
the isel and announced the request again for the globes, this time
in Japanese, (A formal order had previously been made shat all
ennouncements in the cantonnement were to be announced in English
first, and then in Japanese, But hmwith tonight, there was no
controlling the ecrowd,) Someone brought in light Blobes, and every-
one settled down to wait for the speakers,

I-:atsuymnai head of the construection crew, came on the stage

with another oleder person, and introduced the later as lr, Kato,
a farm worker who was to be chairman of the evening., The meeting
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was turned over to Mr, Kato, who immediately introduced himself
and started to address his audience, His voice was strong and
géarried well, He was a small men, but his bearing showed confi-
dance in himself, and this attitu&a apparently extended itself to
his audience. I felt that this was the kind of men needed for
this occasion, and wondered at the courasge required to speak to
this audience. It seemed apparent that the program had been plan-
ned for a Japanese audience, (that is, spokem Japenese.)

"liy name is Kato, I have been asked to act as chairman of
this very lmportant meeting, I, like a great meny of you, am one
of the farmers, and have suffered with you the inconvengences which
led to the present problem and this meeting, The seriousness of
this problem sauses it to affect the whole community, and I trust
that we shall give careful consideration to all points sotthat we
may be agreed among ourselves as to what are aur needs and what
line of action we are to take.

Yesterday a committee was formed to inquire into the reasons
for the shortage of food in our messhalls., This committee inquired
of all messhalls how much food was at hand, what shortages they
have had; and after gathering this material and culling all the
facts, confronted the administration with their statement, The
administration gave us their enswer, and I must say that I feel
these answers were, not to SRy the ieast, very weak. (applause)
The chairman of this committee of inquiry, Mr, Ueda, however, is
here %o present you with a report of the committees findings.”

lir, Ueda, a Kibel probably, came forward, He hardly looked
the part of a leader and spoke somewhat hesitatingly, but he ap-
parently is considered favorably among the farm workers.

"My name is Ueda. Yesterday monping & committee of inquiry
wag formed to inguire into the food problem. Our committee went
to every mess hall to cheek the claims of our workers that their
meals have been inadequate, end our findings substantiated these
elaims, Thereupon, we went with our findings to the administration
ang directed questions to lir, Hayes as to why this condition had
arisen,

lir, Hayes expressed surprise that there was any lack of food,
for hgl claim is that the cooks are provided with a menu for each
day's needs, that supplies are sent to all messhalls accordingly,
and that these allotiments have been adequate accordingiy to his
knowledge. IHe showed us slips on which is indicated each day's
allotment to each mess hall and which the head cook gigns in receipt
of the goods, Since there hasg existed this food shortage, however,
we requirested that some inquiry be made into the reasons for it.

lir, Hayes assured us that this should be done,

It has been said that since the arrival of the former superine
tendent of the messhalls in Wialerga, the so-called "Walerga system"
hag been practiced in all our magshalls, e inquired into this
point asking us how the food is distributed, and what the peculi-
arit¥es of this system are. We were referred to Iir, Pilcher, ag-

gistant to Mr., Stults, who exglained the Walerﬁa system to us,
He declared that his plan is to distribute each day Just enough
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for the needs of the day. In the meantime, our cormittee had in-
quired into the stock of groceries and meat in the warehouses, and
discovered that there were only enough there to last us one day,

We, thergfore, inquired what they thought they were to do should

the transportation system become disrupted, and the stock of food
run out. The administration was unable to give us any satisfactory
answer %o that question. Ile strongly urged the need of keeping more
food on hand than is necessary for the immediate future.

lir. Hayes suggested that hereafter whenever there is any short-
age felt in the messhalls, that the head cook and head steward, or
some iwo persons respomsible to the mess, come to the office 40 con-
fer on the problem with the administration officers like Mr, Hayes,
or Mr, Cook, or Mr, Stults.,"

Having concluded his report, Ueda retired, and Mr, Kato in-
troduced lr, Katsuyama who was to speak as a representative of the
construction erews. Xadsuyama declared:

"It is necessary in a erisis of this kind that all of us stand
togetherto fight for our demands, but also to think of the consequances
o ourselfes as we carry on this struggle, The construction crews
likewise suffer from the common problems which trouble us, and we
are interested in getting some favorable adjustments of the short-
comings., However, it seems desirable that part of the construction
crew, especilally %hose who are putting up plaster boards inside
our homes, should continue to work regardless of a general strike.

for with winter approaching ragidly it is clear that the failure

to put up these wallboards wil
our own families,

Fiewing bhe-preblen in general -in-this-light; - it-seems—that
we—should—-contdinue-vo-—ecarry on-our-fight;—but-thatweshouidho
baeie-to-work-in-order-td prevent-conseguences-

commun ity

In a recent meeting of the/council, certain requests were
made %o Mr. Sherrill who was in attendance of some of the bacie
requirements of the workers here. These requests embodied the
following points; (a) the wages should be raised, from the 12,

16 and 19 dollars we are receiving today (someone shouts, we haven't
received it yet) to $30, $35, and $40, (b) There should be allot-
ment of clothing to all families, and this means not only workers
but all persons, (general applause) Furthermore, it is specified
that this clothing should not be inferdéor to the quality of goods
which are ased in the army, clothing of all-wool material. (laughter
at the "all-wool",) Shoes, likewise,have been requested for al
persons, (e¢) Besides the wages to workers, &t is requested that
each person should receive a cash allowance of ¢5 to offset his
miscellaneous needs, These were the requaste made by the Couneil
which IMr, Sherrill earried with him to Sem Franciseo where the
present regional conference of WRA directors is being held, AS

camse considerable hardship among




Farnm Labor Strike
Sunday B8ug, 16, (page 5)

you heard in the reading of the telegram received from him yester-
day, Mg. Sherrill is meking every effort to get approval of these
requests. :

Viewing the problem in this light, 1t seems desirable that we
wait before making further demands, to §1nd out how things will turm
out at lr, Sherrill's retum, and go back to work tomorrow mornings
Everyong of us have been put%ing in every effort to get the demands
we have been making, and I am sure that something favorable will
come of it if we persést,”

Mr. Keto, in closing, addressed himself to the audience, sume -
marizing the main points which had been presented, and expressing .
his personal feelings on the problem, .

"You have heard the work which had8 been carried on by the com=-
mittee of inquiry to get better conditions for us, and of the re-
yuest made by the Commmity Counecil for certain of our neceds,

Sinee the question of food has been discussed with the administra-
tion already, and since the matter of clothing, pay, and other
demands are being taken up already by Mpr, Sherrill and others ine
terested in our welfare, it seems to me desirable that we return
tgaw?rk tomorrow morning end await the outcome of all our nego-
tiations.

In this connection, it seems desirable that we should work
through the committees which have been established to carry on
this work of negotiation, such as the committee of inquiry formed
yesterday morning to look into the food problem, or the Commmity
Council which had already placed a formal request with the adminis-
tration to meet our needs, All these people, who have access to
the administration, are working toward the welfare of the commmumity
at large, and as a farmer, I feel that we should do our part to
strengthen the commnity as a whole.

One thing we must remember, we are all one countrymen, emd as
such we should act together as countrymen for our mutual welfare.
All of us have been caught in the same situation, and our problems
are mitual, As suchk we should we work together toward the solution
of our common difficulties. Let us work as aountrymen, as one united
body, towards the realizetion of our needs, end act through our chosen
spokesmen, Let us return quietly to work tomorrow morning, I person-
ally believe this would be the best, and await the outeome of our
negotiations to see whether or not the administration will regognize
our common voice or not.

The meeting is adjousned.”

At these words, the majority of the whole audience started to
move away. Because of my prmmise to meet Mich at the record concert
I started to hurry away., At that moment, however, the chairman
started to recall the audience, and there were ningled shouts of
inquiry, "What about messhall 267 Are there any other messhalls
with difficulties? ete,” I did not remain to hear the rest, though
1 suspected that the worst of the meeting had coms, and I trusted
to the memory of the rest of the fellows to get the dope.
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Tom was not yet home when Tomi, Michi and I returned, but
the rest of the gang, ineluding Tomy Hammo, Kay and Keiko came
shortly thereffter, The story of the striﬁe continued as we had
a bite of refreshment,

Tom, "After the formal meeting closed, most of the people
started to walk sway, but a crowd of those out in front made a
rugh for the platform, A cook, probably the head cook of mess
26 who was in the audience there shouted 'Wle haven't enough food
in the kitchen for tomorrow morning ; what! s to be done about itg"
The chairman then called everyone baclk and asked, "What mesghalls
don't have enough food?" Everyone started shodting then, some of
them Just wiseggis who were shouting just to make noises, The chaire
man took dowm the numbers of the messhalls requiring attention
with a promise that they would be looked into immediately and that
shortages would be righted #fx#f even if it were necessary to drags
out the administmation starf,

A% this point a bunch of hot heads started heckling the chair-
man and putting him on the spot. They asked him how he Imew that
the demands which had been made would be met by the administration.
In defense the chairman declared, 'I shall see that the demands
be met even if I must give up my life getting them.' The chairman
further suggested that anyone who hed a difference of opinion with
him should come on the platform and address the erowd in general
instead of mumbling emong themselves, 'Let the whole people know
what's on your mind,' But noone among the hotheads dared take up
his challenge, Several persong came on the platform, however, to
address the aduience, One fellow who came up was a beautiful speak-
er., He could have swayed the audienece in any direction he desired.
He introduced himself as a farmer with a large family without eany-
thing in his pocket, That immediately caught the audience. He
starved his talk with a Chinese saylng about the poor. He appeal-
ed to them as Jaepanese to stand up for their rights, but there was
g subtle suggestion that it would be to their advan%age to call off
the strike, at least temporarily,”

Another fellow who got up was, according to some around me,
an eE-soldier in Japan, The guy was really mad, He gets up there
and say, "Why, you cowards, why don't you aet like Japanese soldiers
and show these whites that you can take it, Can't you even go withe
out a little food without erying like babies about it? Cinech up
your belts, throw out your chest, act like a Japanese really should,
Get back there to work and show %hese whites what youre made of."”
Strangely enough, this appeal wasn't to the strikers, but to call
off the strike, That little agitator who looks like larx ot up
on the platform, too, Dut nobody peid mmech attention to h

That meeting then broke up, but a small gathering met right
near the platform, mostly of foremen and leaders to thrash out the
question whether or not to go to work tomorrow, We stood around
for gquite while listening to the discussion, but they finally broke
up with the decision that they'd see what happened tomorrow morning
at the dispatehing station,."
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We carried on further discussion of the whole problem, wonder-
ing what would be the outecome of it, Our general feeling was that
things were in a prebty bad state still and that anything could hape-
pen, Ve wondered what injury might occur to anyone who was thought
an informer, Tom and I decided to wear old clothes when we went to
see the fammers at 1208 in the morning so as to reduce the suspieion
of the workers.

Harno and Kay name@ persons who are under suspicion of the
farm wopkers as persons dangerous to their cause, Tad Tomita,
Nomura, Sumio Miyamoto, secem to be among those whom'the boys are
out to get. Ve warned cach other not to place ourselves under suse
picion for anyx reason, Suppision seems to Tall on those who are
seeking personal profit (according to the worker's estimation),
those who are informers, and, in general, those who drain the com=
mmities funds, try to manipulate it, ete.

We agreed that the main difficulties giving rise to the strike
were: (1) Laek of sufficient recognition of the Issei and their
needs. Not enough participation is given them in commmity acti-
vities so that they feel themselves & significant part of the com=.
mmities life. (2) Lack of sufficient communication from the ade
ministration to the Issei, In this conncetion it secms desirable .
that some form of Japanese language press be introduced to et the
Igsei know what's what in the commmnity as well as what the condi-
tions are in the outer commmnitjes, Tom, for instamece, has the feel-
ing, many Isseil don't realize that there's a general shortage of
goods everywhere in the United States. (3) lLeck of sufficient or-
genization to keep the lives of these people well-prdered, Ir
econgsequence, the people are given to restlessness and demoraliza-
tion., To improve the administrative set-up, it would seem desir-
able that greater responsibilities be given the Japanese %o con-
trol their own destinies, Further, this would reduce the amount
of work of the individual staff man, Spread the work, Harno made
the point, "Out on the farm, nobod¥ takes orders from anyone except
Callam, When Callam comes in, everyone makes a dash for him to find
out what's to be done, Frequantly# his ofders counteract those al-
ready given by the farm formmen,
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Arose early to get to the farm workers dispetohing station
at 1208, Anything may be expected this morning in view of the
near riot of last night, Question remains, will farmers go to
worikc this monring? Harno feels pure the construetion erew snd the
rest of the commmmnity will go, but he's not sure of farmers, I'm
gersonally pessimistic, Tom arrives in an old blue work shirt which

lent him, though he still looks the scholar, and I in some old

work clothes, We join Harno and Kay who deseribe us as dead glive-
aways. The breakfst this morning, incidentally was one of the best
I've had here., The hotoakes rea-liy tasted like hotcakes---probably

had more eggs in them, This was an encouraging thing,

A large crowd gathered about the farm workers eontrol station,
Trucks were liged up to leave, but there was no action at the mo-
ments Some leaders were in the center of the crowd arguing some
points, Finally,lr, Kato declared, "Why don't we all go to work
this moming end wait to see what results we get from our nego=
tiations, If things aren't right, then we can really quit, but
let's go and see," Someone in the erowd shouted, "Sensel, sanseil
(Agreed, agreedl)™ Let's go," There was o faint roar, and without
warning the crowd started to break up and hurry towards the trueks,
Takel, the old agitator, with his seraggy beard and dishevelled hary,
was one of two or three who rushed towards Kato arguing some point,
As one of the Issel passed me towards a truek, I heard him say,
"hat's the use of striking, We've all got families %o support
and a few days lay~off can make a dollar or two difference whiech
ig a lot in this place, Better that we work." Few of those site
ting around & near-by berrasck could be overheard remarking, "No
hurry about getting on the trueks, let's wait to see what actually
happens,” Most of the workers immediately boarded a trueck and
left. Callam was on the job, sending off the trucks ag fast they
were loaded, which was just as well sinee enything might have
caused a delay in the send-8ff, A few agitators reluctant to go
waited and argued with Fred Sekada and one or two other leaders.

Kato was cornered by some Issel who pressed him on his speech
of the night before. "You said last night that you would defend
With your 1life the fact that we should get all our demands from
the administration, You said you'd personally see to it that Fen-
dur demands are met., What's the idea of saying such a thing when
you Inow that you can't fulfil that promise.,®™ This speaker, big
Issei, was obviously angry, Kato tried to explain himself, though
with constant butting in from his persecutors, "I didn't say that
I would defend,alone, the rights of the Japanese., I wouldn't say
gsuch a foolish thiﬁ. Or if I was thought to have said it, I meent
to say that thm I th the rest of the people would work towards
gaining our demands, ete." Another bystander, "0h, no! Nou said
exactly those words, that you'd see to it we should get everything,
Vost of us understood your meaning to be such,"” Kato arcued for
some time, then, "Well, maybe I said itj I don't remember all T
said last night, But you must understand my position of last
night.” "Yes, yes. We understand what your position was, but you .
shouldn't have said such a thing that would raise people's hopes
without any possibilities of its realization,"” Sakada came in
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and urged one of the opponents of Kato, who though heated at the
moment wseenmed fairly level headed, to start dispatehing these workers.

| onflict the Saturday morning
before, but today the tension was considerably gone, and the forces
of the strikers was almost completely broken, The éisp&tchar said,
"Well, Mr, Kato, I don't mean $0 hold these things personally against
you, Ue're merely talking sbout the prineiple of the thing, '
shelce on it, (Then to the rest) Well lets get on the truck where
are the trucksl™ “Fmhm The crowd broke up, mumbling among them-
selves., Xato moved off by himself, No trucks were in sight, how-
ever, to take the farm workers off.

The men stood around waiting for a truck to come and take
them., They decided, "We're not going out there to work 8o we might
as well go out with the rest,  We're going out there to discuss
this whole problem.," One of the leaders, "If we're going out there
to gight, let's decide on it rightechere and now &o that we'll know
what we're fighting for. How about it, are we going to fighte"

But there were only murmurs of voices, and no definite response to
this guestion. . The men begen to grumble about not being able to
go out to the farm.

The Nisel technical staff stood around one of the foreman
@iseussing the problem in English. The foreman wes saying, "The
way I see it, we've got to keep & cocl head, Everything's up if
we lose our heads., Some of these fellows meke unreasonable de=-
mands. They know they can't get everything, but they're just
kicking to be ornery. They don't realize how much they!' re hurting
their wvm position,”

it was clear that the crowd impulse wag, by now, almost come
pletely gone, The angry rapport of the erowd had been brokens
opinion was now divided as to the aims of the workersys The mo=
. Jority were mow expressing the view that workers whould go to
work instead of striking,

Analysis

An outstanding characteristie of this soedlled strike is
that it was not an organized effort of the workers, but rather
a spontaneous response to a situation of digsatisfaction, There
was no chosen leadership that agitatbd for the gtrike; rather
agitatoes appeared as the workers begen to express their disgruntle=-
ment. Had the strike been orgenized, it is certain that the affair
would have been much }umg more prolonged, nor would there have been
the confusion which existed as to what were the issues involved,
Being non-organized, no deep~lying convietions had been created
among the workers about their unsatisfactory conditions, or at
least of the means by which these unsatisfactory conditions might
be altered; no publie articulation preceded the strike to firmly
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erystallize the personal organizetion of individual strikers in
preparation for the crisis., While all the phases of a normal
strike were followed in this instance, from dissatisfaction with
existing conditions to widespread discussion of it among farm worke
ers and construetion ecrews, to an informal agreement to strike if
conditions were not improved by the 15th, to the actual strike, to
the setting up of negotiations for bettering the conditions, and to
the final working out of some compromise solution, the strike enpre
gy flared more suddenly on this oceasion due to 1%5 groater spone
taneity, but also spent itself more rapidly due to lack of orga=-
nization, In this sense, the strike was a release for all the mm
tensions piled up among the workers over the preceding fortnight

or more, but sinee the underlying causes of dissatiffaction were
not adequalely removed by the strike, it may be prophesidd that
another such demonstration will recurr unless measures are btaken

to remove the conditions of dissatisfaction, or some form of re-
lease, other than a strike, be given these workers. There was
likewise greater violence in the feelings of the strikers at the
helght of the demonstration, though fortunately nothing serious
ocourred, but like the crowd that it was, it was ready to explode
into disastrous consequences for the whoie community. jience, it

is erroneous of the administeation to assume, as they seem to have
assumed on the whole, that this strike was not of too great seriouse
ness since it blew over as rapidly as it did. Indeed, the contrary
might be said, that the strike is the more serious because it did
not enter into a more prolonged degotiation, for the quickness

with whiech all the eyeles were gone through leaves a congsiderable
residuge of dissatisfection that was not worked out,.

The demonstration came principally from the Issei, and we
may inquire into the situation of the Issei in the evacuation pro=-
gram that may have given rise to such a demonstration, By the
conditions of WRA policy, the Issel have been given little parti-
cipation in the control of the cormmmnity. For that matter, the
same may be said of the Nisei, that they lack in actual faet much
control ofer their personal destinies, But in the latter case,
the Nisel have at least been going through the motions of controle
ling themselves whifh has acted as adequate relecase for any resent-
ments which mey have been accumulated ageinst the evacuation., But
the Issel have had no sueh channel of release. Indeed, they are
now governed not only by the WRA and the whites much more than
they have been governed by the government before, but they have
been placed under control of the "inexperienced, erratic" Nisei
whom they had formerly controlled, This inabillty to control their
own destiny creates, on the one hand, a deep sense of insecurity
emong the Issei since they are unable to foresee the future con=-
sequences to themselves, and have no trust in either the Nisei or
the white staff to adequately account for themj but, on the other
hend, gives the Iscei a deep sense of frustration wﬁich expressces
itself in a dangerous form of anger. It goes without saying that
some form of release for these pent up feelings 1s required if
any measure of control is to be retained over the Issei, especially
of those who are still vigorous enough to demand their rights.

; The sense of insecurity and distrust also artdes from the
lack of adequate communication from the administration to the Issel,
and from the Issei up to the top. Lack of communication from the
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top has given rise to much misunderstanding of the WRA efforts.

It bay be noted that rumors are much more widespread and wilder
among the Issei than the Nisei; likewise, suggestibility is greater
emong them: While taking account of the lesser edueation of the
Issel as a factor in explaingng this difference, yet education alome
seems hardly the difference between the two groups. One must _
gssume that insufficiency of information about the total war gitue
ation and the conditions of this commmmity has much more to do with
their unoritical attitude. The erying need is for a vernacular
press here that gives widespread currency among the Issei publie

of facts about the WRA, the war, and of this community,

A8 a part of the educational program of the Issed, participa-
tion in greater number of funetions about this commm ity would
certainly be desirables It is only through such partieipation
that interest in life here can be aroused., Only through such
participation ean the introvertive tendency among the Isgei be
changed to an extrovertive onej e desirable thing from the stand-
point of mental hygiene, Through activity, tensions thaet might
ordinarily be built up could be reduced. And most important, by
actual partiecipation the governing of such en Ameriean project
as the WRA, a well-founded understanding of demoeratic procedure
could be inculcated in them, As things are, however, the contrary
result follows, for the pieture of the WRA being buiit up among
them is one of a dictatorship that reduces human impulses to fit
a governmental machine and bleeds the people in the interest of
their own ends,

Lack of adequate orgenization, egain, is an important factor
that hags given rise to the wnsettled condition of the farm workers.:"
Too often, orders given one day are countermanded the next day,
orders given by one persony ere revoked by another, Without the
feeling of living an orderly work life, the Iscel have come o ¥
feel a restleseness that hes developed into the soeial unrest pre-
ceding the strike,

It would be of interest to raise certain questions about Igsel
psychologys One outstanding trait of the Japanese is their oxe , £
treme psychological tension arising from their strong self-conseioms-
ness. The violence of Japenese outbursts are perheps due to the
strong self-diseipline which they impose on themselves£ but whieh

u

hag certain human limitations of control under some situations,

In the nommal immigrant community 1life, how were these tensions

released such that violent action would not trouble their daily

lives? What were the social and institutional channels by which

their acute self=-conscioummess was reléwved? JIn this regard, how
does this commmmity differ from those frou which these issel came?
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an fin got Tad Toulta to do the Job., They elected a come
mittee of workers who would look e laints of the farmers
and bring The tators were asked to
: : but 6 4 ing when they were
: 1, %o como along ,empeﬁuwm there
ed there so he was acked to talk., He pot up and said about the
same thing the adninistration told us before, but when the workers
heard his sotry, overyone was satisfied.

Hothing was happening at the farm dispatehing station Everye
> gquiet, all méme g going about their m&maé of

th ) uletly

ge%%%nid checked in and loading on truoks, Lt Geoorpe Yagumra
who told me he had been olected to the foods cormitteecto look
into the food complaints of the workers, He felt the vorkers got
munitadwamuthm?m.ﬁaw. Takes time to work
out these things, and you cen't get enywhere agitating about it,

Jovm %o the administration office %o see what Cook has fop

- me, He's just retumed from a quick trip to Sen Fremeisco, His
ass t %o me: Vhat fears do people have? What are the cood
pos.: s they see about this place? Civen a week to complete assign-
NeiGe

llet Mutsuo, my cousin who is bloek ma(igr of 5900, this
afternoon, He's having teouble with people his bloelk about

the messhall situation, It seems the Tacoma pecple in his bloek
have been complaining about the ceoking of the Harysville staff
which was given them to begin with, »F ally, severel persons in
his block came to his office asking that something be done, A
block meeting was suggected, and the cooks, it wae decided, should
be asked to resign, But Bhe hoois heard of the discussion’and they
Jnied the g by resiqn!.ug firet, They're not going to come to

work tomorrow, and their whole staff ineluding 4 shwabhers, stewards,
waiters, et ai, have resigned en mapre, Jo blook 59 has no cooks
for tomorrow, Vhen the people of the bloeck heard of this mase
signation, they ceme down on Mutouo's neel blerming him for call

o mtmﬁ and causing the Maryevilledworkers to resign before a
staf? had been found, Now he has everyone ﬁposed to him, because
this momn he tried to go inte the messha through the baeclk

way as is his practice, but the cooks wouldn't let him, "That

hurt 3 ggido." It waan't Mutsuo's feult that the Tacome people
decid kick the cooks out, but that's the way the cooks look

at it, I!mtsuo says that everyone tells him he got the Jocore (scun)
of the Tacoma people., "What & headache they are,” Mutsuo now

hag to get a crew togethor before tomorrow morning, and he can Aif
he's given time, but the ones he's lined up, moptly from his own
bloek, have to get sermination on their present jobs, Koz eagrees
that 1t's better to have cooks from your own block, Have lese
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trouble that way,

rmm Michi and I walked over to the store, Tom treated
Miehi oirtoabotmorm. Wi returned to our place and
dipeuassed why eand wherefore of the strike, "

Harno ocamo over on his way home from wobk. Lo told me ie-
his story of the evente out at the favm the previous day, "I
hopped on the truek with the agitators yesterday moming, after
they'd been left behind, but by the time we got out there, wwerye-
one wag at work, The guys were cussing at rest because they
were damm fools enough to take the gitting baek, At lunche
time, howover, a meeting wos called to decide what's to be done,
The old oemt&tee regiened because they said the workers apparente
1y didn*¢ have confidence in and they were only temporarily
appointed to settle the diffiouls of the week end. Someone
wag asked to aet as chalrsan of the nomination meeting, but noone
mu).ﬂagreomit. Ueda was agked to act as chairman but he said
he didn't went to tale the responsibility, and %hia Japanese
and English were both t00 poor for speak before group, He
felt the people wouldn'y have confidence i hiw, and dida't want
to take such o lawge responsibility an{nar. The workers denied
mw lacked confidence in him, but he g#till vefused to act
ag irmen, )

In the meantime, moet of the workers got disgusted with this
dumaamgm mﬁoftmumw to work, I went up
to Fred a and told him something had better be done to have
the meeting right there or the thing would blow in their face
again, It was botter that the situntion be stabilised by petting
a worizing committee organized, Tad Tomita and Takede heappened %o
be out in the field so he was called in, Ueda agreed to act as
chairman 4f Ted Tonmita were likewise to act as eoe-chairman, Callam
mmmkmnamgiatngaMt the whole thing, (hen we
got the co-chairmen, thoucht everyone should attend tho election -
of a cormittee s0 he sent out drueks te pick up everyone from the
fields, Vie elected a committee.”

Hamo also mentioned that at the coop meeting of Ward I last
night, there was definite evidauce of support from all present,

Miohi was down with elight gtommeh ache, but I went off with
Hamo to attend the council meeting, A Netori came in with Yasui,
and told me he'd been cieck for the paspt weel with a case of flu,
The moeting apparently dvegpod on wnsvil cbout 18:10¢ last night,.
Atmogphere wvag one of tense aﬁmsiﬁm against layes, assistant
to Sherrill, who was present the absence of the latter,
drow this eritical attitude due to the fact that his whole position
was that the Japanese had been wrong in striking, and that there
were no grounds for it, He admitted little as to the orrors of
the edninistration,
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Ve falled ugotu;x&mme but lay brought us some
bread and apples for our breakfast, worked all mmsn%oat the
deck, but went to see Tom U chortly before noon, Tom was
sore about last nights meet because it ed out until 12100
but even more ingt Hayes' attitude, Tom's life runs in mods,
$its wit and 130 at one mmt@ rebel and hot-head the n%

Lot R NS R TR R T

8 an en
“If the URA would keep men at productive labor where they had
some goals to work toward, some possidility of inereasing thoiw
present wages, the oom would probably cooperate mich more than
at present, \’-Jhat e should do is to define their policies -
more clearly for the people,”

Dropped into the 1ibv +» Uori shibva was wo > away
on book eataloguing, mm library has possibilit

with 1ts 7000 books, at least £ifty perecent of which are of good
quality mince they are from the state librery, But present lie
brar{ has no order to it, and few no where to find books, Not
familiar with books,

Went in search of IMr, Ikeda hoping to ask him pome wuestions
about the Issel point of view on various issues, Inquired at the
block menagers office, The block manager Jgond to be a youdg
fellow of about thirty, rether stout and venly of appearance,
but good natured and friendly, He wore a USC belt bueckle som I
talized to him about colleges, It turned out that he had attended
SC for one year, but his vonversation revecled little of colliege
education, Thinks iy, Ikeda is o wondersul men, "Whg, he's a
millicnaire when he was down arownd Sacramento, But 40 vou lmow
what he's doing here? He's the janitor in this bloeck, gets up
aromd five in the morning to start the boilers, cleans up the
leundry rooms, toilets end showers, and imm't even efraid to stick
his hand dom the pote, He's the ﬁardest working man around here,
Then when he hes a moment to spare, he'll sit out in the shade
mnd read a book in Spanish or French, (layeda tells me the men
is interested in lew also, end agrees t0 exchange lessons in law
for Japanese with him,) I, Ikeda iz very well edueated, People
are congtant dro?pm.g in %o see him; he's busy from Sorning
till night, don't lmow if you'll be able to find him in, but
you night try seeing him at our block meeting on coops."

I found Mr, Tkede in, hoewever, end found him in the compeny
of three other Issei, There are, apparently, enly three oecoupants
in thelr homes his wife, & young roomer who studied at Cal, and
hinself, The roon was simple but neat; there were no sizns of
books though they may have been behind one of the sereens, The
men were sitting around the table sipping soda pop and drinking
water, Among those present were My, Hitomi, e " Sagramento
business man whom I'd seen at the edvisory council meeting of
coop leaders, lir, Matsumoto, a big old gentleomen who was xa'gparenny
in his anec@otage, and anetl'xer younger refined looking sort of fil-
low, all from Sacramento,

lir, Matsumoto, who constantly led the conversation, was ree-




mmgmmmummmthemmimmuorhu
neighborhood, "Those Hawaiieanc go avound look e barbariang
and acting ﬂ.l:e them, They go around without gh or choes, l1lie
around againgt the barrack strumning on those inptmments} what do
g;‘ eall them, guitars? ‘ihm'mund in hordes or pangs, end even
% daughtere of the B Pemily, pou wion o oo homs There are
5 &) s ow now act
a couple of flappers sm pterted coing with the Hugnl-
ians, And you ghould see tham in the bathhouses, and toilets, They
divty ip the place as if they were pigs, I rom& one of them
issing all over the showerroom, Thoy've never been trained to

civilized, There's a difference in the type of people who went

to Hawail, tool®

lagtsumoto eontinues: "Did you see the stuff in the newepapers
ebout the imericans lending on the Solomons, Imposesiblet if
they did land, they were probebly all killed, That stuff is ell
propaganda about the Americans gaining a foothold there, As
far as dislodging the Japencse from the islands they've captured
go, it's practieally impossible, Look at the trouble the apanese
are causing the Amerieans over in Xislka, "

"Someone found & scophion over by the number 2 firehouse the
other day, They there are a lot of them here, They usually
live near rocks hid behind them, It's dangerous here with suech
ereatures around, ¢ se some child should pick one up." Thie

gentleman appeared to be one of those who carries a ptore of ine-
formation about a variety of subjects and weaves them into his
interesting conversation, IHe of his experiences and exploits
in locating water wells, and gave high praise to one youns mem who
had remarkable ability in this woric,

‘he econversation thus drifted from cne topic to the nent.
licanwhile, i, Ikeda wae congstantiy disap earing out the door to
talls to various persons who came to consult him, lMuch of this .
eongultation appamtﬂ had %o do with the coop work in which My,
Ikeda has shown un interest,

lre Ikeda expressed willingmess to cooperate in telling me
enything I wished %o kmow, when I finally got him alcme, However,
he confessed that he himself was probably marginal between the
Issel and Nised due to his frequent contacts with Ameriecens in
his business affairs, io indleated lr, latoumoto as reflecting
Issel opinion much more directly.

While out mmting for some notes on the messhall bullotin
board, I ren invo Hamo sitting on the shady side of his barrack
apparently just thinking, The evening was cool and quiet; Hamo
was in e pensive pood, [amo started telling me of the last lote
ter which he had received from his lady friend in Tenformn, "Boy,
she was radm. She 6old me that money doesn't matter in matters of
marringe, (This in response to Harno's lettor) I don't imow,
Maybe I'm just not the marry ©." Ilarmo expressed concern
over not being able to get s to Thomas, He just cen't work
in his own quarters with five others there beside himpelf, Hammo




ve the
end, as well, there is soul tethored to all
o8 cast on him by conventional requirement,
ok of funde contributes to
and inability to fool mdegg:dmt.
ecial interest in a discuss of morbid
dependenye arising from a blocking of the affectional irpulee dio-
cussed by Faren Homey. Told of a Kibei whom he imew that wmp
morbidly dependent on others.

In the evening Tom,Tomi, Hamo, Xay and Kollo dropped in,
Kn{rtm the star of the evening talimg; us funny stories on hime
soif, Fay Hisatomi is a modest fellow, mich ag Harmo is, and ip
consclentious too, But there's a difference: between them in that
Fay isn't driwven by ean equel driveto gain distant endos he's not
complicated b{ internal confliets end desires, Eny ls of how,
in high gehool, he used to spend much time woricing on physic's
lab problems wﬁile his vhite friends would be out & tennis,
Then, as he came close to tho solutien s though without the final
nolu%!m of mu these fellows would come running in to

agle for the 8, would quickly cheek over his results ’
show him where he'd gone aptray, and have their lossons done as

soon as that, "Poor " they would say, "what do you went %o
work se hard forg® In later years these i‘ellcws were ptill like
that. They still drifted from one thing to another, and yot they
glways seemed %o lend well paying jobs. Kay on the other hand
would plug away at his one job of mnaging a farm, and the others
would still say of himﬁu“Poor Eay.," Seys Key, "I don't see how
those suys get along, but they alweys seem to land o decaont Job,"

Tomi was quiet tonight, She too lives in a world of ungatise
fied demands, though she 18 by rature so healthy of mind end dody
that she doecun't give much evidence of it., I wondeyr if the cone-
gtant tall of ox;{loits of all of us, but particularly of ildichi
cause her to feel somewhat insignificant and even resentful, For
she muot realize that she has conciderable ability, empecially of
human mderstandlmiﬁ and yet it is not directed toward eany tangible
goal, Then, too her new role as a wife, I wonder if whe doesn't
feel herself 1031:1{5 her personal identity,
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Arose serly ard got to dreakfast, It wvas a good moal, as is
all the neals nowe-- a good thing considering the mttabﬂ.s.ty :
of tho farmers. "

Hiehi asked me to read her rt t0 the recrcation 4 t
confeming the misic department, eriticized some portions of it,
some of 1t in matters of phrasing, but more on the lagt paregraph
which made a demend for more plencs, She was 1v12§1mt there
¢ her feelings against lay Yoshimre for ho.gg%ng the pienos
brought in Ly the Pinedales s Dut her wording placed the bure
den of wncooperetiveness dimettv on the whole group, I thought
this wnwise due to the need for gotting their cooporetion in the
iong run, which X feol she can do once the influence of I Yoshie
mwre 45 oolated, but Michi's anger and irritetion wae such that
ghe felt complotely justified in comderming the whole group, We
hed on extended arpument ebout is. _

M'z‘?_# They dropped by Just as we were on our war to the
store, and since they were going there too, we joined them. Tom

éioem‘t find the deck chalr whioh they bought a short while ago .
econfortable, so theoy bought anothor cenves chair of diffeorent
type. Ton treated us agein to iee cream, so we boucht them DOD

on our part, ‘
%’_@_ Sho now has a job as junior dleticfon at the hospital mesge
.

She inquired ehout o position anly this rnorming, and get
the job this afternoon, A4All the girls working there, she says,
are young end indxperienced. &the can't understand how they ean
have positions as dloticiens, but the lediecal 0fficor cives them
thelr menu and almost all the regulations on how to ceol the food,
so the junlor dieticiens are not much more than cooks, Koklko COm=
plaing of the lack of efficiency ond training emong these coe
workers, One can almoet imogine that within a weelk or so she will
gaﬁ'fe o;rer oormand of the works; she's capeble of doing somothing

te that,

Imi Stayed at home in the evening while Michi went to-Tom's
Specch class, Joe wae eitting on his poreh listening to the radio
80 I went over to talk to him, I akired hin how he wes cetting
along with his work, he is foreman of the timekeepers. Said he
in reply, "I'm gettine elong all right, It's better than when I
was working at the grocery store ( father's probebly) as a
clerk., I'm doing something more like the subjeet I trained for
when talting Business Administration at Portland Univercity, loy -
be my experience here will train me for some eimilor worlk outsoide
aftor the war, OJometimes I think I'd 1like to be & lmwyer, but stild
that field'e pretty crowded too, I don't soe any prospeo% of going
to school enyway,' (No meney)

“ihat do you thinlk of Catholic sociolog{? (I confeosed I
didn't lmow mch about their sociology.) Well, what do you thini
of cuch a thing as merey killing? (I explained that most socioloe
egiste didn't form selentific opinions about such matters, but if
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they were to u-{. thet they would find 4ifficulty in detem.‘ln!niu
who should die,) I guess we'd say the seme thing about maroi kille
ing, except that in the Catholic view the reason for not killing
is 5eoauee overy human is a ereation of God and ag such cennot be
disturbed by another mo « But what do you think of birth cone
trol, or of divorce? ( I explained thet I sew no reason why

birtﬁ control should not be practiced eoielly under certain
cireumstances where it would lend to the rovement of humen soe-
cioty. I indicated the desirability of child spacing, the need

to propagate information of birth control among poorer families
with inclinetion to reise learge families ete,) I can't see any
Justirication for birth control, or of divoree, You have to have
about three children per family, don't you, to pustain the race?
But the population is decreasing now because of birth econtrol, e
take the view that birth is a seered law of Cod and that it should
not be disturbed,”

I didn't argue with him on any of these points for I wes more
interested to lmow what he thousht, He went on %o explain the
Catholic cosmology, and to argue with me on reasons for belief in
God's prineciples, He related to me how man was born in original
uvin, and his view tended to take a fatelism about the world because
men were sinful, Presumably, it would be only in enother world
that harmony could be abhieved, Joe, I foel, is bedly maladjusted,
lie has a weaimess of appearence, in feceo and body, His slinm
anemic figuwe ewpresses in outward form his shrmken personality,
He has few friends, end thosge he has, he seems to antagonigze by
his meanness of tongue, One suspects a deep=lying sense of inse~-
curity heme; it comes out in the wealk smile that flutters over
his mouth now end then ae of one who does not know whether he
should smile toward others or not, He beeame & Catholie only a
year or 80 ago, end one apprehends his need of some such stable
absolute with which to support his owm inadequacies,

1 went home to work, As I glanced out of the window across
the west firebreak, I could see Hamo all alone in the middle of
the Tield,leaning against a telephone pole,pazing toward the horie
zon, le had eariier told me he was going home to woric, The sun
had just set beyond the opposite hill, and the sky above it wes
rich with a golden hue that faded into m deop biue of the sky
overhead, e stood there thus, a solitary figure, for a lons time,
I did not imow when he left.

Tom and Tomi came by and invited us to their place, They
treated us to eracker, cheesg, salami, et, The lisabomis were
there, and we went after ilamo, e Bold stories about people
we imew., I% was ebout 10:150 when we left,
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Up early, Good breakfast, which is getting be be a fairly
regular thing now, Tomi came over with Hide Najima, Hamo's broth-
er. Hamo had told me to ask Hide to e¢lip my hair for it me, but
I hadn't inquired about it, But today Hide came of himself to
offer his gservice,

Hide is quite different frem Hamo. Below Hamno there seems
to be one sister who is now dn Denver, and Hide who is the younge
ests I would judge him to De about twenty one, a bigzer fellow
than fHarao and well built, He proved to be an extremely friendly
fellow and quite talkative but much less sensitive than Harno and
probably less intelligent, As we walked to his home a block from
my home, we encountered some girls one mh of whom I kmew, I said,
"Hello," and she nodded back., Hide, who must be a total stranger
here, shouted out, "Hello, theres IHey, whats your name?" Then as
we commented on his boldness, he remarked, "Well, you can't get
%o kmow anyone around here unless you make yourself heard, can
you? liight as well get acgauinted,” Hamo would be muech more
reticént about such behavior,.

1 observed Harno's parents as I waited for Hide to get the
barber eéquipment prepared, The father is a fairly big men as
Japanese go, bigger than Harno, but equally as dark, Harno often
remarke on the smallness of his size and is quite self conscious
of the matter. Harno's mother is e smaller woman, wmy wiry and
hard looking, Her pinched up face shows intelligence snd much
more aggressiveness than in the father's, but there iz a coldness
there of one who has struggled with the adversities of life.

As Hide cut my hair, he chatted about iis interests, perhaps
a part of the professional role, He seems an easy going feldow,
who at present is spending half his time in bed just lieing around,
There is none of the drive which keeps Harno going 18 hours a
days IHlde is interested in weightlifting whieh is apparent in
the weight 1ifiing equipment that tekes up an appreciakle pFption
of one orowded wall, Fhysical achievement, dbuilding up the body,
and physicel strength are ideals to him, by contrast with the ine
tellectual ideals that characterizek arno,

After graduating from High school in Oaklend, Hide didn't
Imow what he should do, whether to enter gollege or to try some-
thing else. All hisg father's friende urged him to leam the trade
(father's trade) first, and then decide after on his earcer., Not
having anything better to do, he entered barber college in 1940
and has since been cutting hair in his Pather's shop. He likes
the trade all right. Long hours used to bother him at first% e8=
pecially in the winter season when the shop would be open until
nearly midnight, but used to walk out about 8:30 to join his
friends at bagketball, Father didn't say enything, and the cue=-
tomers got used to the idea thet Hide left earlier, iiis father,
of course, had his own trade in Oakland drewing largely from Ja-
panese, some Filipinoes, and a few whites; but when Hide came in,
he started getting the younger Japanese from in and outside Oakland,
They were doing good business just before evacuation.
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Just before the enforcement of restrictions on voluntary
evacuation, the Eax Najime fabmily decided to move out of the
military zone into the free area. They went somewhere down near
Fresno in a town where highway 99 cut through the middle of it.
Their business was slowly pieking up, but the general evanuation
out of the free zZone brought them up here, Hide wishes some of
the friends he made down there could have come here instead of
going down to Gila River as they did. Time scems to weigh heavily
on his hands, though this doesn't disturb him too mueh, Hide
doesn't want to work in the loeal barber shop right wway., Rather
take things eagy for a while, The hours here aren't so good, But
there are two shifts, one from B:00 a,ms %0 2:00 p.m,, and another
from noon until about 8:00 in the evening. he'd work on the
latter shift since you'd have a 1little time to yourself in the
morning and late evening, while the other shift breaks up his
day. :

Went out to the farm in the afternoon with Hayrno., (See
write up on the farm, Aug, 31)

Went to the coop meeting of our block in 't;he evening, (8ee
Block Coop Meeting, Augs 21)

~ Funi Sakamoto and Harno were present, so I walked home with
them, Fumi asked Harno to take her home, and since I was asked
to join thenm, went along., Fumi takes a sisterly interest in Harno,
She strikes me as a girl who is extremely active mentally, but
basically troubled by some feelings of insecurity. I suspect
that her activity, her desire to have her hands in different pies,
and her interest in a variety of people, arises from scme feelings
of uncertainty which she herself has not articulated to herself,
Her apparent objectivity in personal relations one suspects is
but ax shielf for her inner longing for intimate affection, Her
obvious demands to assert herself, one suspects, is but a demand
to get on top the world in some way so that she may control her
personal insecurities., Behind the intellectual wole which she
plays, one suspects there may be basgic uncertainty about her premises
of thinking, She is not pretty, yet she is not unadtractive.

Fumi related to us that Howard Imaseki wa s beaten up yestere
day by the mess walters in 1500, It scems that Ioward and the
newspaper staff went over to 1820 last night to get some food,
since that messhall is the oneplace open &ll evening tc serve
wardens and late?® workers. Imagekl received onl" a sandwich, so
he agked for more since omu,r workers were eating dinners, xiter
mich wrangling, Imasekl learned that one had to have a permit
eat there at night, and since he h.au no such permit, was luclcy
t0 get as much as a sandwieh, Imx fumi did not ha?e the details
of what transpired on that accasion, Later, however, the mess
walters followed him to Emaseki's home, and after five of them
downed him, took off his belt and beat him acrosse the face and
body. Boward has been in bed since recoveiing from his experience.
Imaweki threatens to take the matter up with the local judieiary,

Fumi gets much of her information from the wardens with whom
she shmehow became acquainted., She takes the role of father cone
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fessor to Harno, and knows wuite abit about his romanee with the
girl friend down in Tanforan, On the way home, Hammo told he of
Fumi's background experience., It seems Fumi at one time was goimg
with a hakujin when she was living in Sen Francisco and working

on Grand Ave, in one of the large variety shops. The two Wished
to get married, but both parents objé cted., They got married any-
how, but after one year of mawried life, decided that the thing
woulan't work, and was divorced, Fum8's folks kmow nothing about
this sphere of her experience, hut are concerned about her,

The septic tank in the corner of the commmnity where Fumi
lives has cracked in 1ts foundation, a nd some of the leakage
causes an awful stench around that area, This has been the case
for the past two weeks,




Vo awoke early and o work, Later in the mroning I went over
the canbteen for a Sunday noewspapor, Thereds & heevy sale of
neP nowspapors, probably begauge of the comics,s Very quiet
“the whole place today, :

Pon and Toni cane over in the aftemocn, Tom brought us
somo ice croam, and Hiehi desided to cut a huge cantaloupe that
she hady Jim cang over looking for Tom and we settled down S0
a couple of hour's discussion, Just as has hoppened clmoct every
Sunday, & dust storm blew up and we made 2 dash o close the Wine
dows, Tom left t0 close the windows at hiis homa, and in the meane
time <inm end I settled dowm to conversation,

LL.80600 tpaite Jin agreed that in Japen children are given a
creat deal more attention thas here in the United Statec. HNothers
wateh over thelr children constantly. lany of the ehildren betome
spoiled In comsequence, ecopeially in the case of the cldost oon.
He told of cne young boy whom he Imew while In Jepan who practicale
ly »en the family, had all the rect at his beok and call, But

Jim iz puzzled by the fact thut at an oléar eoge, &ll trcees of
these spolled eharacteristiecs seem %o disappesr, "I can't undere
gtand the contradiction,” len are owteedey Very well disciplined,

vy own amalysis would be thet Japanese children are given
considerable fresdom gnd attention, but that the diseipling ime
posed 2t school age causes a contraryy form of severe bahavior

to recult, One might say that the brealk with the casgy foing
mauner of the intimate fanily is elmost treumntic for the Japanese
child, e i1z suddenly shrowr into & world vhere overything

stern aud striet.s It develops a meantal imape of the wordd in
which certain areas of 1ife are thoze in whiech sellf-dlaclipline
mact be conctently expressed, whoroas other aress are these in
which one gives full and exaggerated expression %o the tension
ereated in the formal areas of dife, hat is regarded as natural-
aese of hehavior, which 1o oonceptually exietent in persohality
trainine in the United States, is ebeent in the Japancse training,

Jin also remerked about the sentimentellisnm of the Japanese,

ool Chergscterdsties In the work he wag doing ae cenmusg
taker, ne notiee cortain seetional differences in character gnd
perconlity of people. While in the 4100 block, he interviewed
auite a number of Pinedele people and found then very eooperative,
but iz ward 1, he has encountered a nunper of Washingheaniang who
cene 2o en advenes group or were directly cvesuated from thelr
homes in the Puget Sound areas, These peopley le fomd, wore
very snooty or unesoperative, Cearsonls scoretery, for exemple,
he found very snooty end wnyilling to cecoperate in the interviww,
The interview gens telked sbout her for ¢uite some tims &g one
of the worst exaimles of that gort of thiag, The same is Srue
of Iwgoe who comes from Portland and le now in the consus office,
He doern't soy very meh, and acte very indifferent towards other,
My suggostion. or axplana%im is that the werd 1 people from FPorte
land end Seottle or the Puges Sownd Region are heve enly in a small




number, lany of the northwesterners came with the sssumption that
others fron the Pertland or Puyalliup A psembly Centers would fole
dow, and were disappointed to find thet they were stranded herey.
anong strangerss 7The Pinedale group, on the other hend, -uilt
‘up & consideraeble morele during their stay in the asmeﬁly center

ent feel much more the group support behind them, In Caveon's
secretary's cage, you also have the mdded problem of a rersonality
that's axtremely sensitive, though highly intelligent, oand o hae
bitual coolness that she hag develeoped toward elmpet BTOryone,

berponal edjustmente Jim consdiers shigekewa enother person who
doesn't get along with anyone, Shigelewsn ceme here from the WCCA
to set up the census end stuck in & lot of his own workers,

then he retwrned egein recently, he wanted to change thinge again
%0 sult his owm purpopes. Ruby Kewaselki agein ie malediucted,
the'!s never been among Japeneso before, and has the blunt direet
wpys of the Arerdean, She saye whatever she thinks, Iin this case
ddrke she wae en the other gside Pronm Bhigelave. and go ghe enlled
a meeting of the exwisting elerkes %o pee whet eould be done o
fight off the Shigekawa Forces,

Bg%gqgrg»@ torview problems Tom end Jim eare extremely concerned

asg to how 61e L0 COnVInes neopde of our pood intentions in

our roscamchs BDoth of them feel that we should have jobs thet

will cnat susplcion awey from ouyr wmdortaking resecareh on the COm~
Gheory, but the time is too limited to allow of sueh observation,
The time is limited, eand somewhere along the wey, we heve to ane
nounge the faet of our researeh in order o f&eiﬁ.it&t& our researech.

Sinee meny persons know what welre doing alyendy, and most
of them have a niscomception #f our work, Tom feels we should an»
nounce the nature of our research in an explicit ctetement to the
press, Tom, I think, is too much concerned it with the dengers
of an Oven research,

diii; Yokote In the evening, we went over te Jackts to Pind out
iere the record concert might be held this evening, dJackts, I
belioveg,wop, the firet wedding to take place here. They hove &
fal®ly lergé room that eould be firzed up nieely, bub the place
was quite bare except for one teble and a sereen (honemade),
Tom and Lily weme there just chatting,

: 48 We passed on on our way to 1180, whore we
eang uwp a sign Yo indicate the concert would be held
in X stead, wo spaw a large wedding ceremony teking place in
roos hall 1108, Ve heard later that the whole thing wag done
in Japenese style, with the nisei bride wearing e Japanese cogtume .
with Jateu traditional fermal wig). The bridegroon, & kidei,
likewige Yore the traditional meryriepe gowa, end the affalir wasp
carried off by a buddhist vriodt. Jack later told ue thot the
girl hed gone back to Japhn prior to the outbreal of war, sometime
in October, to purchase the equipment, and that it wae §mbably
done without any idea of who wo be the bridegroom, Ilence, this
affalr mst have been an arrenged merrieze. 7Those people are fronm
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the farming country around Saoramento.

: As we passed 1120, the mesghall, we found the mess tables
dined uwp vertieally parmilel to the wal}s of' the builﬂing:r‘ and
thoy were loeden with fruites and 8o t was typleally th

of thing we used to gee in the e rate Japanege weddinge ba
home, and it vas all reoppoduescd on a somewhat smeller seale here,
When weo later returmed, after the concert, we saw the bride now
in smeriean olothos soated bLeside the Broom who was similarly
attired. Tho place was crowled, there must have been 200 people
preosent a large nuuber of whom were small children, Somo of
monl were perforiing the BQQW informally, At home, they
would have glven spocial gaye gu these informal performances
by sipping %9 ccopionally,

tion of it all,

i was surprised to see a formel Japanese wedding, for I
knew of only cne sueh taking place in Seettle. 211 the others
anong Wy eocguaintances, and many of those whon I didn't know
were mrriod in the trediticmal western wedding gown nd clotnes,
if oot in the wostemn cerencnys bLut both Jack and Tom Shib ree-
assured meo that these things were not uncommon amons the Secra~
mento Valley peovple, especially in the farning area.

t here they gave & meore pimlee

The record concert was delayed due o tho faet that we changed
yooms and 1t tock sonp time for Ewyle to find our pew place,
MNwrthermore, the redio-phonogreph wouldn't work, but Do¢ Watanabe
fixed 1% up and the thing went off, Ted Tokuno very geunerously .
offored us the use of his redio-phano combinaticn which would
have taken hall an hour %o get, but we fortunatdy <ot under way
after a short delay,

i dl 1520 The cooks of this messhall are very cordial, The

1040 biock corposed mostly of Portland end Oregon evacuees have
eallod thompelves the Vietory Block, and hag a very capable men
as block menager, he eooks were extremely quiet during the con-
cort aldk though they were baking ples in the back, and even offer-
ed us lemondde after the concert was over. 7This wes unusual for
mass cooize, we thoucht, ,
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Hassed breakfast, so lichi and I had coffee in our room,
Tom Uyeno came over about 8:15 with the couneil report of the
previous meetings, Tom quit work as head timekeeper several days
ago because of a squablle with Fagan, BSaid he: g—-pu-t—-sem—'a :
"Some workers in one of the messhalls changed from their old po=
sition to the cooks job so I changed their classification and
turned in a report of the changes to Iir, Stults, Now I go to
see Fagan and he tells me that those fellows can't get $19 a month
from the middle of the month, that the changed have to come at

the first of the month, Heoﬁ,\ that put's me on the spot because

I told those fellows they had $19 classification of the middle

of the month and they'll be sore when they find ocut that they're
getting a much smaller check, I argued with Fagan for quite a
while, and I Tinally blew up se I resigned. I also saw Kedley
about it, but he saild that Fagan was right, Shux, there's only
one thing for me vo do in a situation 1like this; T have to resign,
Gee, I feel sorry for the guys who took the jobs, and I haven't
a.nyﬁhing to say to them,"

Tom is still without a job this moming, "I haven't decided
on anything yet., Lilly's working so I'm taking things easy. I'wve
gtill got to fix ap a few things, clean up my desk, Here I've
been around for two months end I'

- Pretty bad,”

"Do you know Takatsul? He's a nisei, but he studied in Japan.

m still not properly organized.

He's over in the 400 block, Gosh, he's got the biggest shelf of
books I've seen here, Takatsul is e good man, He and Hayabhi are
about the outstanding kibei leaders. (Another kibei happens to
be walking by so we hail him,) Damm it, Hayes just doesn't uwn-
derstand the Japanese, Geg, it makes me mad to listen to him,

an wants me to come back now at $19 a month, but that's ecrazy.
He'll raise my pay now, but he won't do emything about the trouble
on pay that I've asked him to change., DBesides the pay is all hay-
wire anyhow, The head waitress down at the administration mess
gets $19 a mnnth’ end the timekeepers and head timekeeper get
only %1&. There's no logle to it.,"

fThe kibei aren't hard to handle if you understand them, They
should be handled through their leaders. There's no special kibei
problem; if the administration would enly ap?eal to the people
through the idea of commumity welfare, there's noth that ecan't
be done, The ecase of the kibel ruffians over in 502 isn't a kibei
question.the way Jacoby and Waller seem to think it is, They're
Just troublemakers and they ought to be treated as suech,"

"It's true that in Jepan there ls a tendenoy to strike first
and talk after, She tenddnoy to act like rowdies is an immigreant
character, you don't find it in Japan, Still,in Japan, they don't
z.lks to argue, tha{ prefer to act first, The Japanese sce things

sense it) more quickly, The nisei like to argue and talk, but
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we don't like that kind of argument, What's the uses There's
something good about the psychology of uming foree first thouch.
You get things off your chest right away and you feel good after.
It shows more strength, you don't dillydally.”

"In Japan the young fellows get together and beat up fellows
who don't fall in e« It works too, .One time I almost got
beat up, I remember it clearly., In the sehools there they have
big pep rallies, something like those they have in celleges here,
and the fellows pardde up and down the streets and do all Rinds
of thingss I didn*'t like those rallies 80 I meaked off one time
through a side allegs I dld it twice, but the second time the
guys caught me, They took me to the do gym, then the fellows
made a ;% cirele and made me sit in middle, They asked me
it I hadn't run away, if I hadn't been caught red-handed, and so
on, jJust like in a tﬁird degreas Gee, I was soared, I thought
¢ d kill ne, but I got offy VWhen 51 got those same guys in:
kedno though, I beat their heads off."

"That's the way they do it over there, They make a big
cirele and give em the third degree, Then, "bingo", "bingo"
and slam 'em down, The whole thing's over just like that., It
sure feels good to let off steam that way, t « TYou get a
big satisfaction, It's olean cut; there's noth left, It's
simpler than arguing, Some nisei think they're more logieal,
but they're slower." ,

Hatsuye Kurose came by looking for iiichi just after she left.
She told me of a wedding in 5708 lagt night at whieh she sang,
That makes two for last night, since there was one at 1108,
Two Bellevue kids wers married, "It was depressing---the recrea-
tion hall was so dirty," Michi came home later and said the ‘
misic department may get 20 pianos, but this is still unecertain
and under the hat,

At lunnh, we found that three old men had teken our regular
places at our table, We have had the same table and same places
for the past month end a HRalf, and it outrages us to have someone
else there. Xaz is already sitt.’mg there at the tabke, not at
his esceustomed position at the end of the table, but where lay
usually sits, liiehi and I walked by our customary table, bub
since all seats were now taken by Tom and his wife, lMay and '
mother, and Kez, beside the three men, we gave the old fellows
e dirty look a.n& wandered off looking for other vacant places,
Michi asked a walter where we might sit, but he looked blankly
around the room and had no suggestions go offer, There were some
places open at a bachelor's teble, but I didn't want to insgist
that Michi join them, se I vetoed the idea, A family group whose
daughters eat elsewhere at lunchiime invited us to join them, so
we sat down at their table, but things were not as usual, for the
feeling of camaraderie which we usually feel at mealtime, chatting
and laughing together at our meals, was missing.
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Kaz later told us that these old fellows hed had a s#at until
teday, but the family group with whom they had been eat had
put up & sign indicating \that every seat was taken by their family
or their friends. Sew families have already reserved seatbs
a% mess tables for their own group in this way. The 0ld men were
thenselves very angry‘ and since our table had no sign, they de=
clared it was anybody's table, Immediately after luneh Kaz planed
off a two by four and suggested I print a sign, I put it up on
the table, and the old men did not return in the evening to dis-
turb our family set-up,

iobu brought home a package for me from the post office,
It wag the trousers for ieh I'd sent to lontgomery Ward's,
"They're Viectory trousers,” she said, and it was clear to look
at it that war had definifely taken its toll of the trouser.
For there were no pleats or cuffs; it was disappointingly plain,
Nor had I expected quite the colar that the trouser bore, end
the size wamn't quite rights This is the first time I've ordered
a pair of pants through the mail order, but it doesn't saitisfy
as well ag buying it personally at the store.

liay is having her troubles with her job, From the very
first day of work at the timekeepers office, she's been having
trouble with Joe Imal. Joe, it seems, was made head of the
timekeepers office erew, bu% after a f'.im, liry Clark begen de~
pending on May to do certain important work. That must heve
griped Joe, who is a dour over-sensitive person anyway, and he
perhaps feared that lMay would teke over his supervisory job for
which he gets the highest pay. The position was offered to ley,
tut she refused to tvake it because of fear that JToe would feel
badly, but now Jee tekes every epportunity to slight May, who is
the oldest and most experienced person in the auvditing end of the
office, and gives all the important work to younger girls., The
girls in tum wonder why Joe brings them important work rather
than handing it to May, On the few occasions liay has made a mig-
take, Joe has ealled her down loudly embarrassing her no end,
It seems lay made a mistake last Saturday whieh Joe caught this
morning, end he epparently made quite a show of her nistakke,
May is ready to quit the job, for which I can hardly blame her,
and I've suggested that she ﬁry something like social work, May
sees no reafon why she should continue to work under a man who
goes out of his way to make things uncomfortable for her.

I went to see Jacoby about a job for lMay in the soecial work
department, but he was not in, Ren into Harry Mayeda, asst. sup.
to Waller, and he told me of his troubled in the reereation dept.
However, the admisory council of issei are turning out a fine
group of mens In particular, Harry is impressed by Ikeda and
Mitoma, and also lir, Wada, He now takes all his problems to Mry
Ikeda or Mr, Mitoma.

Ted Waller cornered me while I was in the office asking if
I wouldn't care to take the position of executive secretary to
the merit system committee. Waller, in his inimitable mammer of

making anything sound important, tells me it is dne of the most
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important jobs around here--<in fact, the imporatnt job., Waller
lives in an egocentrie world, not that he's egotistical, but,
like a child, he sees everytl'm:lng else as turning upon what he

. is doing, I politely refuse the job, though he insists, "Well,
at least think about it," for I have no desire to get into trouble
while earrying on the present research, The merit system comml

is either coing to be powerless, or if 1t does have some %teeth

to it, will draw more criticism than any other group here,

Rose and Tom are definiltely getting merried next month,
Tom Okabe had been inusisting that they wouldn't get married un-
til a church was built, but sinece no chureh seems to be immediately
in sight, I presume they have waived that point, Tom hmm and
Rose have both quit their jobs




aon_anc College Edugatiogn The day is ceol and one
ing m'typ!.tgupam of the material which has been
accummilating for the past several daye,

The Student Relocation meeting has been set for 1130 in the
afternoon, Iichi and I wanfered down to the acministration b .
in the hope of finding the meeting place. loone was around in €
ggummel recreation when we locked in, but fifteen minutes later

meeting started, I wanted Michi to sit in, because I thought
sbe'd be interested in all that goes on there &s well as the Colie
tributicon she would make along the line of musical education, and
furthermore, sheamtoz‘merabouttwieoaamchaslaoabm
the details of any event, We dropped in on lirg Jacoby ,

I went over to the administration to check up on the actual
gclace of meeting. Waller was there with a group of viegitors, and
shortly thereafter introduced me to John Province who had come
ug for this meeting and for other ressons, Frovince seemed less
distinguished in appearance thsn I'a wcted, but he wes very
kindly and sincere as far &s I could tell,

The meetlng sterted at the pwrpumads recmnel regreation
hall, bldg. 244, about 1345, Flening g&d the meeting, and
others of the a{aff present were Llberson, Wallers; Dr, Irane

and later lir, and lse Shirrell, Visitors included Dldisdell of

the International House, who chaired the meeting, lre Hill and
ir, Rekestraw from the Unive of Californi lendenhald,Carter, and
Cloud from the Junior Colleges of the Northern Californie goﬁion,
and lr, Bursch of the State Board of Hduecation, From the WR
gentral and regional offices came, Province, leEntire, and Adsus
Tom Oksbe and Tom Shibutani were present from the local Student
Relocation committee ag well ap myself,

Blaisdell started the meet by declaring thet the main
effort of the WRA should be to relocate the students in mid-western
and eastern colleges, However, he pointed out, there sre go:u% e
be a great many who cannot ge ocut due to poor grades, lack ol llnances
or other considerstions, and he stressed the need of some kind of
post high school work for this » Others he declared, probaliy
should not go, for there is perh womehmmwhngsm-
cation witliout adequate analysis of what the student is golrg to
use the educatien e« “wo posgible types of classes that might
be started here are (10 the college extension courses, and (2) the
Junior college type of trd ning,

The questions which were discussed this afterncon congernéd
the credenti of studante on the basis of the extension weork

at congidersble &m elﬁ'on the scho the facii:l;gies for giﬂg
% amm& of Leabiewe %‘memg oo Tl gt the

problems of finaneing the courses and of credentiall the gtudents
taking them were of a technical nature that did not interest me and
#hich I aid not follow,




 After the meeting, Tom and I met John Province and le@ntire
to discuse with them tﬂe question of what kind of status persons

in our position might have with refernece to employment in the canp
Province was extremely cautious, declaring thet the new WRA 5
t ;ﬁe

tions pr ovided that anyone ho outside empio might have
to place the excess ond wha gorkers in emunity are
mak?ng into a spedial "trust Mund", all this ageccording te the dise
eretion of the commmnity council, The further question arpse as
to whether we were belng loyed by oulside groups,; or whether

we are merely recdéiving an erium vhereby to carry on cuwr e
ther aducation, There was alos some doubt expressed as to whether
weé could hire a secretary since such a worker would again be can=-
sidered a person working for an outside employer.

Provinee mue continued the conversation cutside exproaaingo
his desire that owr research would be cf some practical value

the administration, Ivyer's opposition to the research, or rather
indifference to it; he thinks comes {rom the fact that Fryer found
in his experience with researchers among the Navejos, whom he was
adminigtrating, that their research had little to offer in the way
of practical answers 1o his daministrative problems. Frovince then
went on to point cul that De, leighton, working with the Poston
pRojecty has o designed his reaseasrch as to angwer certain mracti-
cal questions such asy "Why is it that, within a ﬁ.ven messhall,
there are certaln individdals who object te what eerk cerved them,
and other persons who o not so object3" This is the of thing
that Province would like to see us Go, to give answers questions
which would be of administrative value, '

Our reply was that we were doing exactly these thingey of try-
ing to give the administration some idea of what the Japanese felt
aboutl mamy of the policies and practices laid dowm by them,

e Anp licku invited us over for tonight
: g amnivergary, lidchi and I had decided on a
gift of a potl of flowers for them, and had put in owr arder for it
at the canteen at least a week ago, Dut lidehi had uired for the
flower yesterdsy and it had not arrived, principsa begause
the store manager had forgotten to put in the crder as had been
requested, Il¢hl hates the fellow named Ilo there now, because,
ehe Baﬁ he's so inefficlent and fog-brained, Today, we had gone
again {;mﬂ.ow-swez’ethm go Michi rummaged in our trunk and
came out with a beatibifully crolcheted teble mmner that her mother
had given her prior to our marriage, It seaned a shame to give up
something ag well done as thie pieee, but there was nothing else to
offer, and Mehi thought that Nobu would like it,

Nobu's place, of course; ie almoet something of a ehow plece
here because of 1t's wallpapers and the uni arrangenent of the
closet such a8 to make window geats su ‘ed by a shallow closet
againgt the whole winfow wall, It felt like a party, Oliver NVeojd
whon we'd known in Seattle for years, George Funsi sho used to live
in Eatonville with Kaz and N liasaye Kawasaki,lobu's co-worker
dom at the pest-office, and the friends 1i in our block
with whom the Naitos assoclate were there. It made up a party of




i

¢ Host of us were paired off, I have no doubt that Nebu had

in wind that lasaye and George Funai should goet to kuow each othery.
anc that Cliver ligji and May should have a chance to farther acquahn.
themselves with each other, liobu is always concerned about ﬁncll.ar
some right nan for mypister Yay though she often gives up in despadr.,
Ve sal around chatting about various of our experlence. George

whe had been in the army and hed his basic training before gettl:g
sick, vaw told of his experiences in Camp Roberts, Oliver, who

an aisty or rather an architect who likes teo cealve in art, showed
us sowme o% hig sketches of Camp Harmony, and told of his dwfre w
¢ @ series of sketches here, Gaid someoney "It's a geood thing,
Since we can't take photographs here, we should have something by
@hich té picture exzetly the kind of 1ife we're i%kving here,"

Ve sal around enjoying coffee and sandwiches, and scme¢ delicioue
cake which t}r;az had bought through the commercial bakey coming down
fron Rlams; o

Tom Uyeno arrived late after having sttended a caumncil meeling.

He emthusiasgtically told us of the new Wia policies, especially
with reference to clothing allowance, a raise in the average WAZEe,
and new conditione for p nt of wages, by check pather than by

@ bonded cashiers as had been the p*ac‘%:,:[ce heretofore. Tom wag 3
quite enthusiastic, and we all felt elated that soze thing tangible
bhad resulted from the San rancisco conference, I immed ately had
the feeling that sewething like this ghould be presenxted teo the

pecple at darge, not only because it should make & great meny of
the dissatisfied ones here less irritable, but also because it
would stand 23 a means by which the commnity could get to know
i, Chirrell and his work & little better,




Helocation Co 3¢ ‘Spent half the day *.*faitixi for

ing to happen v relerence Lo the gtudent relocation adn
college educaticn problems. No committee meeting was called until
this evening,

Ve met again at 7330 this evening, v Shirrell was there to-
night and remained until the end, Dlaisdell, as chairman, impired
of the various people present as to what deeisions they hed arrived
at folowing a dgy's stay here inthe commmity, heperts stirted with
ir. Nakestrav, the regictrar for cunvEnmomEnoesy OXULErsicn course
division at the University of Califonria, He repcrted that he hed
met several of them men firom the U of C who were taking courses by
extension here and lessmned of thelr preblems, First,; was the lack
of study and library facilitles, and second, the difficultles of
commnication with the professors over the course, 7These persons
already in the extension school, Rakestraw felt, could however easily
complete thelir work, It was in reference to ¢ e work by ex-
tension for those 1o begin from now that scemed hepelessly ccmpli- -
cated, TRakesiraw himself appeared a very unenthusiastic persc
comuitted Lo the past practices without any inclination to streteh
any points for the needs of the situation, He cutlined certain ine
troductory survey courses that might be taught hore, given the wille
ingmess of part of the perscnnel staff and others to give up some
time in instruction, Dut for those desiring any advanced work bew
yond that, it appeared to him an ilmpossible.case,

The Jjunior college gmup{ however, showed consicerseble enthue-

gilasm in their work, They outlined, in conjumetion with suggestions
from lir, Shirrell, certain bagic training courses thet could be of-
fered by them gi full credit to the students, Among these courses
in the order of thelr immediate possibilities were: floriculture,
cocking an€ b g On mass scaley shop work,; as in heavy farm equip-
men§ truck g gy business a&nlnistration oourses; mursing,
tea~roon management, instituticnal memagement,; police and fire in-
struetion, and lsadership training, There was cormp idereble fire

and enthuslasm among the men representing the junior colleges, and
nothing seemed losupreable here for them,

Certain basle ldeas were ciscussed and formed, In the first
pk cey the administration expressed its desire to keep Cown the
expenses of B education as much as possible for the students here,
Ways and means for keeping down the cost of tuition by using volune
teer help frem retirved profegssors and others was discussed, Againg
the need for getting credits to the students for their course work
wos likewlse strongly emphagized, Probleme of giving adequate
facilities for study and library were likewige considered, and some
of the representatives of varicus schools offered the use of their
library for this purpose.Finally, !r§ Shirrell expressed his intent
of getiing a person of considerszble training and experience to aet
as coordinator in a pgggect wide program, Saild hey "I'm
not looking for a 92, man, which is all I'm allotted for the
viork the regional office at the present, but I'm trying to get
a $4y many a really high caliber indi .

The evening was cold
mmmmmtoiom
rainfalls we'd experienced hre thus
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e S Tom and I made an eppoimtment to see Shirrell today,
or some 1 we'd been discussing the nced of cammnicating certaln
ideas we have zbout the administrationy perticularly their errore
in estimating the trends of mess opinien here, About two weeks 509
before Chirrell left for San Francisco and before the farm strike :
occurred, Tom and Harne discussed with me the need to spproach
Shirrell on the vhole question of persomnel administretion within
this commmity, Harno, for instence, had been gtressing the fact
that a strike was pend! y ess something wog dene 1o alleviate
the lagk of equipment, o esg of my, and general discontent with
the menagement, if not by dirvect means,bt least by some indirect
methol that would give greater satisfaction to the fmam workers for
what they are doing, Harne complained bitlerly sbout the promises
which the administratlon, or at least Hayee and E‘datmnhwere maingy
most of whichy he declared; could not possibly be fulfilled with the
present slowness of trang ation and procwmentes Tom's feeling,
on the xother hand, was I a understending propaganda is necessay
to alter the fundamental views of the Isgsel population here, There.
isn't enough consideration given to the exist isgel attitufes in
the gﬁamzents and policies coming from the 2 tration to the
Peopie.

Chirrell couldn't see us at 2:00 o'eloek, when we went down
there, because he had suddenly been called away to the farm to ate
tend to some business, Ve loter learmed that it was to atitend to
a couple of lisel who had been Jailed in Tulelake for being in a
beer itavern there, Tom bought some cheese crackers and we wandered
arounc locking for Harno, but before we coul find him Shirrell was
bagk in his office,

After exchanging formalitiesy I started right in with my pro-
position. Caid I; "We've been very much concerned sbout the lack
of understanding between the pecople of the community, particulalry
of the Isgel, and of the edministration, luch of this difficulty
we're inclined to attribute to the inadequacy of commmicaticn be-
tween the people and the administration, in toth directicnse, low,
in your discuseion of the new URA policiaa at the last council mﬂ
it seems to me that {gu presented some materdal to which the peopl
of the commumity would msgom‘s favorably. It presents the gignifie
cance of the work you did in San Frencisco, Ve were wondering irf
it would not. e possible to have a mags meeting, especlally with an
Lirterpretor at hand to address the Issei, to discuse the results of
the San Francisco meeting with them, It would aff2 rd you au op~
portunity to meet the people; and the people would have a chance 1o
get the right infeormation directly from you, mch of the rumcrs
heresboute have been based on the fact that the Issel have uot
had adequate ingtruction in vhat's going on,"

Shirpell replied,; "I've been concerned for a long time oy e
faet that I lack conteet with the people of the compmunity. I've
tried tec get out there sbout once a day just to mix with themy, but
I don't have enough heurs in the day to go all that I wamt to do
: possible in grder
to but I'm
I don't know what
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to do about it, If you boys think this thini will work, I'm willisg
W0 Try ite 'he information dbout the new pelicles are coming in

everyday, and I have a pretiy geod idea of what aight be saidy Vhen
do you think it might be heldz" :

Je suggested Saturday afternoon sbout 2300 o'cleck, since the
evenings were already beginning teo cool off rapldly and it woul
be unwise 1o have a mase meeting then, ‘We discussed some of the
inlricaciss of (he programy and then Shfrrell called in vy Flonmiwg
and I, Weller from their desks. Saild he in a wry joking manner,
"These boys want to take over your Jobey what do you think of thatg®
Theny he proceeded to cutling the propositicn we'd placed before
him, and the necessery detaile were worked out, They were told to
go ahead with the required anncuncements and then were disndesed,
i, Shirrell again turned to us and inquired, "Vell, do you have
any other good ideas you want to sugrest?® He had mentiocned in
the course of hie conversation with i, Fleming that he would aslo
bave to meke a Laber Day talk, Tem pieked up on this point,

Tom Ceclared, "One of the thinge that concernc .me is that
pany things which the admdnistretion does goes directly @ unter
to the basic attitudes and values of the Issei., There is need to
do a great ded of propaganda work ameng the iseei to bring them
around to a proper freme of Mind where ihey're willing t¢ sccept
the adminigtration and ite policleis, Put this propeganda needs
to be sublle enough Lo catch the Issei mind, The (W1 bulletins,
for exsmple, which have been coming out havily been Going more
hamm than goed, In fact, if they continue coming outy I'a afrald
there may be trouble. Likewise, with reference Lo your 4th of July
speech, I feel that your mqmaaia on the war efforts and support
of Americen demoeracy didnt't resch the people at all.” (This is
probebly an ageurate trangeription of whal Tom sald, although it
catches the gist of ity perhape not in quite as slrong language.)

Shirrell replied, "For the kind of thing you're asking, we'd
need & propagands expert, or 2 publie opinion analysty but we
coulin't get a man like that here., It requires training and exe
perience,; and we don't have monegy en r 40 get such a man, 48
for ny tealks to the people, I have to asgume that they are for
America and ite war effort, If the Jepenese Issei don't belleve
in Amerieca, they have no business being herej they should be in
Missoula where they have a camp for such d8s Iy job ies te
run this relecation cemter, and as mroject Cirector 1'm commiteed
Lo sce that eertain policies are followed out, As long a8 iI'm
herey, I have to see to it that we run thim place as an Amerdean
institutim. ¢

*I know that the evacuees have suffered a great ¢esl fvom the
evacuation, and I sympathize with them, I can understand scme of
the hmhipa of a relocation center, and we're doing everything
possible to relieve those difficulties, If the workers don't want

to work, there's nothing to then from quitting. But ae
for destruction of @wwﬂy, I have to see that noth Ly
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happens to govermmant preperty for I'm bonded for every bit of it
and I'm responsible for it, If wolkkers want to it erfered with
production on the fumm, fer ingtance, I may have to call in tHe
militizy®though that's the lsat thing I want 1o do."

have to contend with the pecple in the comwnity,
uink of the relations with the compmnities on the
Yy & group of young feiiows from the farn, three of
Lthem, were caught by the emmstsab there, They were found in a
beer tavemn, scuecbody pucned the consteble, and they were jalled
until we went over to bail them outes Things like that create huge '
problems for us, CSuppose someone hadl taken the notion to use force
on then; there would have been the devil to pays "he ey
i & £ ¢! ai with his whi{:e‘
They decided t¢ drop inte
j and I later heard of 1t, I told Glattery that
such a thing couldn'™ be repeated because of the regulations againgt
it, and the difficulties that potentially exist if some troudle
ehould start over Laving avivpenesuexvv an evacuee on the cutside,
Clatter told me thet at the moement ihe thing didn't oceur to him,
that the Nisel girl seemed Juet like anyche eise and he hadn't given
the matier ancther thought, That's the wvay we come to be assceiating
with the evacuees, but we can't afford to make mistakes like that
for the potentisl dammewviiret harm it may do to the VRA p ogran,"

. Tom was quite upset after our meeting with Chirrell that his
bagic dd & need for greater caution by the administration in
their trea of the Issel, had not been sericus cons idered,

In Tom's view, this failure to take account. of the basic lIssel ate
titude iz going to lesix only inte further trouble, I agreed with
him that the whole program was not scelologically sound, but It mm
also seemed to me that Chirrell, as & representative of the U.S,., ,
is not in a position to cayrenise ceprtair basic programs of the WRA.
‘om @ untered that in order to achieve these very programs, it is
necessary ithat a more subtle program of propagenda end re~education
of the Isgei is necessary, In oy mind, it still seems that the
hature of Shirrellfs position makes it extremely difficult to fole
low a strietly pragratiec approach to this thing, that his principles
and convicticns must necessarily be involved,

gyve and Studen gxfoation Ve had invited Dave Ckada to visit us
gince he wished Lo talk to we asbout the problems of the Nisel stu-
dent in the mid-west, and the peseibilities offered by sceiology
for the Nisel, Dave and his xrrlfa are planning to go to Cherlin

College and have long since sent in their apﬁication to Student

Relocation, Dave 1s the oldest of the boys his famlly, and
elthough a very keen and studieus typey he had to quit school after
Junior college because of a need to support his femlly, He had
gone inte civil service and had a position with the State Imploy-
ior to evacuation, But now that they are
tle offered here, Dave feels that he'S like :
tle more schooling now that the chance is offered him,
doesn't have mueh finds, yet he hopes his wife and
up the difference. Dave's interest is in getting
persomnel work, especially to learn enough of psycho-




dogy te work with the lilsei im personali adjustiment, e has es-
pecially in mind, the need for such 2 worker among the Nisel in the
posi-wer years. His primary desire is to beomme a psyehiatrist,; but
recognizing the impossibility of doing that in view of the long years
of training required, he is seeking some substitube ocutlet that
would give him some kind of basis for personell work,

Dave had talked te Rev, Tansbe snd with one of his doctor
friends here and both had advised him to major in psycheology. I
pointed out to him that many depts. the psychology taught is
strietly experimental and behavioristic, hoth of which are ili-
sulted to the kind of use he desires to meke of psychology. lie
likewise is inmierested in sociolop but I pointed out the shorte
cenngs of this rleld too, especggi{ where the dept, is not strong.
¥We loocked cver the OCberlin eatalogue and fi decided that it
might be desirable to tentatively seleet psychology for the majer
fleld with socielogy as a minor, but to keep his mind open until
after he had taken some ccurses in the depte, there,

We listendd after to some of the records that Dave had brought
with him, Dave loves music, espeeially of singers, for he himself
gings, end he hag a eouple of volumew heve which he'é had sent up
by a friend who'd kept them in his ecare., The records were beaulifule
1y kept{ias if Dave really loved the things, and tonight they sounds

ed beautiful even with the small radio-phono corbination which we

have,

Harno had #ropped in earleir, as did my cousin luteuo and
his wife, and I had a hard time keeping the conversation in a
train that would cateh all these together. They are all so dif-
ferent, ‘




%gngfﬂ_A;;gg Michi and I went over to Dr, Ted Watanabe's place

o return some records we'd borrowed from him for the Sunday record
concerts., Alice was there, as she seems to be frequently these days,
and we sat down to chatifor a while. Ted declared that he probably
could not get out even if he wanted to now, on the one hand because
of his Japanese citizenship (he ¢ame over at the age of two or three)
and on the other because he's a angpr and the reloeation centers
wouldn't want teo release doctors, they're short-~handed enough as it
is, But it was apparent that.mgaﬁsémnwhat regretted his failure to
take the other course which he might have followed at the time of
evacuation, return to Chicago where he'd been studying X-Ray, He'd
told us once that he had joined the evacuees because he fell that
might conceivably do some gooff for the Japanese, a thought which
many no doubt must have had, but now that he has experienced the
conditions of these centers, he probably feels dubicus as Lo the
good that he can do, A&t leasty the reality of the situation isn't
ag glorious as the dream of it might have been.

T ri test lidehi and T decided to take in the orgtori-
cal con.este anc hurried over te 1380 where it was being held., The
messhall was crowded, there must have been some 400 persons te hear
the contests. Every seat was crowded, and some were standing in the
rear, We found a small place near my sister,lay, and though it was
far past the time for begimming, waited for the contest to start.

A small platform had been rigged up in the little space at the

head of the messhall, and the P.A. system was up for those speakers
desiring to use it, This was to'be for poet-high school Nisel alone
and among the speakers were included many who had won some oratoricai
honor or another, The things had been prett} well publicized, and
the room bugzed with anticipation, lost of the sudience were young
Nisei, anywhere from high sehool age to about twenty-five, but there
was a very small scattering of older persons. The sponsors of the
program, the forum committee, sat near the front direecting the pro-
gram, They loocked rather auspigious with their Sunday suiils ony a
rare sight around here during week days. The judges were to be Ir,
Harkness, Mre. Shirrell, and Rev., Tansbe. They sat scatiered about
theé room.

Entrante for the contest were as follows:
Mey Oge, Willamette U, and N.W, JACL finalist, "Let Freedom Rimg™

Aliee Sakai, Flacer JACL and Internst. Relatlon winnder, "ligel
Youth and Eduecation,”

Yoehie Shibata, U of California stdt., "Our American Herltage”.
Roy Higashi, National Buddhist finalist, "Our Sacred Heritage,"

lMas Yemasaki, Northern Cal. JACL cahmpion, "Our Pert in the War
Effort." ‘ ;

Bill Marutani, Nat, Buddhist and N.W. JACL finalist, "“We Who
Carry the Torch." :

Wwaichi Oyanagi, Coll. of Puget Sound,debater, "Our Heritage."




Entrants for the contest (contd,):

Kiyoshi Yumibe, Oregon State grad., "Frice and Glory of Democragy,"
Yoshimi Shibata, "Cur Life in Camp", Ohio State stdt,

Certain themes characterized the talks given today. Undoubtedly,
all the talks were directed by the fact that they were oratory and
therefore tended to express the highest idealism of the speakers,
or on the other side, the greatest depth of despair. The points em-
phasized were probably exaggerated beyond normal proportions. But
each speaker was unquestionably attempting to express ideags fundae-
mental in his thinking, and as well, to appeal to the fundamental
thoughts of Lis audlence, and in this sense the talks probebly re=-
faected Nisei thought on certain aspects of their thinking,Certain
characteristiecs of these talks may therefore be listed:

1, The speakers exhorted for greater effort on the part of the
liiseli to overcome the barriers set before us by evacuvation,
to make the most of opportunities offered by American demo=
cracy, or Lo make the most,the situation here,

2. licst of the speakers made direct or passing referemce to
the Injustices of evacuation, but of the willingness with
which the Nisei have participated in it.

e liost speakers referred to the high qualities of American
demceracy and the advantages which it offers, along with its
disadvantages,

Cthers kelp express the desire to help recondiruct am greater
demogragy or prserve the besq§1ements now existent,

There was a difference between the more naive and the mature

in that the former accept the fact of democmacy here already,
while the latter wish to sfve for a better one.

6. Only one speaker gave an outspoken statement of pessimism
about the present and future situation of the Nisei,

Thus, scme of the main charaeteristiecs of thought here pear
as emhortations teo duty and responsibility, seeking of some k of
rationalization for what has already happened, and general expressiom
of optimism about the future, It shou'd be noted that the speakers
were aboul nineteen to twenty-two years of age. Pronunelation was
characteristically poor except in a few rare instances, mest of the
speakers seemed unnatural on the platgfbrm, and expression of thought
seemed difficult for these Nisei by contrast with what might expect
of Caucaslian American students of this age. But thege young people
were probably among the best of this age group in regard to spe&k Lig

Tom had been irritatel from the beginning with the idea of
oratorical contests. I e doesn't believe in them; but he did coach
one young fellow for tonigh}, Roy Higashi, and the conscquence of
his teaching did come through, However, in the final voting by
the judges, Bill Marutani was first and Mas Yamasakl was second,
whereas in Tom's estimate Roy gave the best all around performance
and Marutani probsbly was second, Tom was disgusted with t e judges
for failing to even have a score sheet, such as Tom has b accustome d
to in speech groups, and he was éxtremely critical of ihe Judgements




baged as they were on what he regarded "old-style oratorical®

presentation, We gathered ebout him and his students and discussed
the pros and cens of the Judgement,

The awards were wooden plaques made by one of the wodd carving

artists in the recreation dept., fine pieces of work considering the
- lack of equipment with which te make such pieces.

The Shibutanis, Hisatomls and we stopped over at eaur place for
an evening snack ané & posl mortem on the whole coratorical contest.




Dim Aug, 29' 1942

#&%ﬁ_ﬁ. I worked all morning at home, Late in

1€ morning, Mrs. Wills who represented hereslf ag a writer for the
Asia lMagazine came by to ask me vakous questions sbeut the evacpu-
ation adjustments 'of the Japanese, She was 2 woman of about £

whe knew a little about Orientals from her contaets with them in
Hawaii, and she had recently taken to writ for the Asia liagazine
about the evacuation of Japanese, It was quite evident that she

was extremely sincere in her desire to help the Jg esnese, and she
apparently had a highly idealistie conception of the people here.

At least, it would have shocked heér had I given her a detailed pic=-
ture of {he intransigent charecter of some people here, But I saved
her that disappointment, for I only pointed out gome of the conceete
fagts of life and honeyed it over with the difficulties encountered
by the people., Iirs, Wills builds Wer though® on humanism and Chirstian
faith, and .he expressed strong sympathy for the evacuees. WNor could
I find anything that indiecated this as merely a journalists poses,
Her questicons had largely to do with the hardships encountered, the
adjustments made by evacuees to Lhese difficulties; and some of the
problems now facing the people, I was not sure that she had very
definitely in mind exactly whai she was looking for in her conver-
sation with me, but I talked rather freely of the life of the people
here, Waller undoubtedly wag the ofje who semt her to me, and she
was driven up by lliss Robinson's messenger driver, who sat around
waiting for us,. LG

ITom Shib Tom came over shortly befors noon with a letter from Thomas
requiring a progress report at the earliest date. Tom was much ds=
turbed, saying, "We can't do all she asks for." It seemed char-
acteristic of 'f‘om to take the maﬁ‘:te‘r very much to heart, although

I knew that when the time comesy he'll produce the goods. lirss Wwills
later caught up with Tom and cernéred him for an interview, He |
sald something about women of good will trying to write about the
Japanese and then went out resig‘pqm to ithe interview, ac a martyr

to a cause, P RRIS

Truck Shortage Mﬁ brother-in-law, Kaz, had been asking sbout see-
ing the farm, for having been a farmer for a while himeelf and havisg
heard of the huge farm project with its remarkable crop, he was curi-
ous to see the thing., I inguired of Farno sbout the poss:bihtypf :
Kaz going out with the technical grew; to whiech Harno replied, " ep,
I don't know if we will be going %o the farm tomerrow afierncons The
CuCeCo want all their trucks back---we've borrowed them from the cce
you know, We may not have very many trucks here tomorrow. Another
thing, Aki and two other fellows ggq‘. cavght in Tulellke, s0 we now
have to have escorts in going out %here. It's harder to get out to
the farm than it has been, ferhapﬁ ' Kaz sa;r Last%fn and ggt- W;}%l
ermity he could get out easily eu . € oD .0 ;
ghe farm crew in the morning.,” s valkda Gt 5 %? zlzveral
the probably hardship that would appear with the remo o

trucks., There are few enough titicks at present to pick up the pro-
duce from the farm, deliver thefyas well as other fo_ods to the mess=-
halls, and take care of the paé?c ng shed needs as well,

rrell's lMass lieeting The m ""q m&*{.hg thet Tom and I had asked
‘or came this afternoon a?aiwh; scheduled, It had been publi-
cized in the newspaper, bgith in Eng and in Japanesey; and an
announcement had been made in our messhall. The day was fortunately

Y
¥




fair and warm shough a trifle windy, A large audience of perhaps two
thousand pecple were gathered closely packed together before the plate
form, but interestingly enough there were more Issei than Nisei in
the audience., In facty; I should guess there were more than two-thirds
Issei, mostly of the laboring crews,in the aduience, The subject had
been announced as the new WRA 1:|.giu, and undoubtedly the men had
gathered to hear of the new allotyments they might receive, There
were sparse gatherings of women thorughout the audience.

liry Shirrell came on the platform with Fleming, who merely sat
on the platformy perhaps to give moral support, Kosc Takemoto was
the interpretor for the afternoen, Koso, who interpreted from time
to time, started his own discussion with the statement,"Please un-
derstand that I am only the interpreter today, and that I am not mek-
ing a business of translat for the administration., I was only
asked to do this work last ht, I trust I shall not have reason
to fear walking about in the dark after this speech."

; lr, Shirpel addressed his audience roughly as follows: "Duriqg

recent conference in San Francisco, many aspects of the WRA poli-
?Q"Ewre clarified, and I wish to discuss them with you today, However,
before going intc that discussiony I wish to clear up certain points
about the nature of the WRA which seems to have caused a great deal
of misunderstanding in the community,"

"It appears that you have not understood clearly the relations

of the WCCA, the Army, the WRA and the govermment, The WCCA is an
organization that was formed as a eivilian branch of the Army teo

carry out the evacuation, but thé WRA has nothing directly to do with
the Army and is directly responsible to the Presgident of the United
Statm who by proclamation establddbbd this sgency. At the head of

all projects is M, Dillon Meyer in Washington, D.C., who is res-
ponsible directly to the President. In San Francisco at the regional
office of the WRA is lir. Fryer, who is responsible to i, Dillen lieyer
who in turn is resronsible teo the President. As project director of
the Tule Lake Projecty; I am responsible to lir, Fryer, who is responsible
to Mr, lieyery who in {urn, as I have said, is responsible to the Pres-
ident, That is the line of authority in the WRA, and I take my orders
from those above me.,"

"One of the most diffieult aﬂeblems we have been confronted with
is that of procuritg goods for your needs., The Tule Lske Project
hag today a population 18,134 which makes this the largest eity in
Modoe County, It is an enormous problem to keep this population fed,
and clothed and sheltered, and we realize that we have often been
slow in getting your needs to you. You have been patient, remakably
80. We realize that you have undergone meny hardships and we marvel
at your patigence. But you must also realize the difficulties of
government procurement, In the first place, the WRA projects must
be supported by the taxes on the American people, and at preseni
with the United States ing a great struggle with the AXis nations,
the income of the nation being drained to its utmost. lioreover,
because of the war, there are many things that are not available today
which in normal times would be available, and the means of tramsportirg
those goods which we procure is limited. The paramount concern of the

United States today is to win this war, and war industries must take
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precedence over anything else in matters of transportation or of
supplies.”

"Cne of the major prolilems here has been that of getting and
distributing food, Heretofore, we have had to requisition te San
Frangieco alt the quartermaster office there for aur feod, and then
wait for the train which was to arrive with our supplies, Because
of the numercous channels through which these requisitions had to
£0y this method of feood procurement has taken a great deal of time,
and we have had to requisition séveral weecke ahead 1o be sure of
getting food on time, This regulation has now been changed, how-
ever, and we are to have direet connection with the U.Ge Treasury
such that we are permitted to buy ourselves whatever we need here,
We can now go to Klamath Falls,or anywhere elee, If we suddenly
find a2 ghortage that must be overcome, "

"I think you will understand what I mesn when I speak of the
difficulties of government procuresent when I tell you you that we
are doing wonders when we go out and are sble to buy 1,000 feet
of lumber, Due to priorit%es, many things which were availsble
in quantity before #m® are now almopt impossible to get,"

"Heretofore, in the payment of wages, we have had only one
person bonded for $15,000 whe ean aet ag cashier for thie project,
This meant that only 315,000 cowld be paid out at a time, and once
this was paid, the accounts had ‘to be sent to San Francisco, checked
through several offices, and then only e¢ould the cashier receive another
$15,000 to make further paymentsy This sitvation made for a great
deai of difficulty In payment teo \you, se well as to our crediteors
in the surrounding area., Now we heve arranged for two such bomnded
cashiers sueh that we shall be able teo make $30,000 worth of pay~
ment each time. lioveovery after October 1, we ghall have a repre-
sentative of the U.S, Treasury such that wage payments ¢an be made
by checke and it will no longer be necessary to line up. Wages
shouid then © me through steadily, The WRA will not intervene in
peyment, but the checks will com Girectly from the U.S. Treesury.

"Wages are to be at the-aaméxacala of $1ﬁi $16, and $1©, The
.

bulk of workers shall probebly get: 216, and on apgrentices or
eollege wtudents working part-time wiii get only $12 & month, $19
wages are Lo go only to profesionals or to persons whose positiore
are of such responsibility thet phey are indispensesble to the com-
mmity. I should add that cooks #re included in this 19 class.”

Clothing is te be handed ocut to 'all workerss many of you no Boubt
have received some of it already, 'Clothing allowsnces have been
determined, and people in the"arttie zonel the colder climetie
regions, will get more th#n those dn the warmer zonee. Anyone who
is & member of the WRA Work Corp, ar is a dependecdnt unable to work
will recéive this allewance. It is not muchy, but dothing is hard
to get now due to wer."” 45

"T'he bagie subsistence rate of #e0400 a month is te go teo every
one regardless of whether khe works or nmot. No levies will be darged
against anyone. Subsigtence inecludes food, shelter, medical care and
education., But cash advances and clothing are given only to those who
work or are willing to work. Noone cares whether you work ar not,




and no basic subsistence rate will be charged; but production des
help the war effort, loreover, you will further help the war ef-
fort if you will leave the center to go out to work, lany contrage
tors for sugar beet fields and fruit orchards want harvesters, and
the WRA is here to help you find jobs. General De Witt's office
have declared that no Japanese evacuees may work in the fields of
Califeornia, but you are permitted to go anywhere in liontana, Idahoy
Utah, and the non-restricted areas of Oregon and Washington, Ve
shall see that you get proper TooB, medical attention, and werk
conditions, and your wages will be the prevailing wages of the
area, A WﬁA inspector is to go out from time to time th see that
these conditiens are fulfilled, Another group is constituted by
those who work outside but live in the relocation projects. These
persens muet By their basic subsistence rates, but anything beyond
that must be place in a community trust fund, the disposition of
which is to be delermined by the commmmity council., Then there is
the group of Nisel who may go out to schools on the outside, Finally,
there are the Nisel who will be permitted to find employment in the
middle west and east, outside the western defenee commsnd, In none
of these groups ies 1t necessary to pay the subsistence gosts of
any dependetihs who are left behind, The WRA wants to carry out
this relocation program as fast it can be accomplished; and onece
you leave we hope that you will not come back, not that we dislkie
you, but the projecl ie too large anyway and we think it better for
you out there,"

"fhe commmunity enterprises are to be in the people's control,
and as soon as possible, we wish to see it transformed into a con-
sumer's cooperative, Some form of conesumer's cooperative will be
established, As for a producer's cooperative, no definite policy
was determined on this al the Ban Francisco conference, [ire liayers
paw many legal probleme in such an institutiony for it has never
had precedence here in this countyy, and it is necessary to seek
further legal advice upon the maticr, There gtlll remains the ques~
tion of how to pay off the cash advences which are in excess of the
present wage scale. ‘

You are to form a permanent local govermment, and the counell
is to be given the right to tax the people vp to the amount of $1,000,
There may not be any levies beyond that amount,

Rost Mortems As the audience disbanded after the speeches were overy
I mixed among them to hear what they said, llost of the Issel had
stuck it out to the last, though the Nigei tended to wander off éuring
the course of the discussion empecially in the interchange between -
‘speakerz and interpreter, One c¢ld man who looked like an uneducaled
farmer was remarking to a group of his friends, "It seems to me they
would pick a better interpreter, That fellow spoke like a Chineses
One could hardly understand him," (The faet wes that Koso had really
done a good job of translating, but this speaker had Tailed 1o take
inte account the difficulties involwed in his tesk. In the Tirst




place, Koso had to translate several paragraphs at a time from brief
notes taken as Shirrell spoke. . lereover, in his attempt to be accurate,
Koso frequently followed ilhe English worde and structure as closely.
as possible, even where literal counterparts for the English word
was hardly to be found in the Japanese, Others were heard dis-
cussing the relative advantages and disadvantages which the Japanese
would galn from these new Policieis. A man passing by who had not
heard the address inquired of one who wae on his way home; "what did
Shirrell have to say?" The other replied, "Well, it wesn't much dif-
ferent from what we've heard already, There was clearly no cverflow
oi happiness &boul the new policyy but there seemed nc disgruntlement
either, . ;

On our return, I asked my mother whet whe had thought of the
talk, Iy sister had advised her to go, although my mother wasn't
sure she'd care to sit in the hot gun through & long talk, But my
mother was enthusiastiec about having gone, To her it seemed that
these Japanese translations of speeches were a fine thing, Today,
for the first time, she felt, she had gained gome solid information
ebout the WRA, The translation, whe thought, was clear and good,
She was quite happy sbout the annoupcement of elothing allowences,
and she Inquired as to when the thing would start., It seems that
men who have gpportunity to mix with others in their work groups
get quite a bit of information through cenversation and hence are
not quite so dependent on such a talk as today, though it was clear
that they were interested and that they had received valuable in-

formation., liorecover, their disgmunigement with their present situe
ation is such that they are not epsily pleased with even considersble
concesgions frrom the WRA, JMany, I judge, were pleased with todays
announcementg, but there were perhaps an equally large nurber who
felt that the WRA was still holding out on them,




