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.  J ' be.re is ® .I°nely grave of a maiden on 
hl11, deeP “  rolling.footh­ills of the Sierra. 6j

r e a ^ i^ ^ ^ j^ a n ^ ja p ^ ^ jg ^  ‘‘In te rn6

K S , ^ 1*71' aged 19 y— -«

of J i f f  m?te 0bjects " e  «H that remain 
oí »k m. Í0 ony which marks the coming of üie .».fate,, -Mayflower” from jTpan
more than a century ago. • v

co,ony of the Yamato race 
^ rid ied  young, as did the girl without a 
famUy name -  all but forgotten by pos-

THREE GENERATIONS later by 
chance, a recollection of aging Dutch pio- 
neer Henry Veerkamp, who knew Okei- 

f. f3"  f s. ? tove-smitten young man, had led 
local historians to her grave overgrown 
with wild roses and to the rediscovery of
the vanished settlement , .
2 2 *  f3®3 of the Wakamatsu Tea and 
Silk Colony at Gold HiU in El Dorado 
County since has grown with the passage
of time — like the towering keyaki tree.

A year before Okei’s death, the 18701 
census-taker counted 22 pioneers at the 

• Japanese Colony.'* ■ - k. /
in A Cením2 i ater’ her owa People would Increase to 750,000.
B ~*aka,^?tsu r  f te  ^ ther Plymouth
O kef ~  UVeS 80 d06* th* memory °f

ONE HUNDRED and two years ago 
this week, The Sacramento Union excited-”

p ie  Japanese are among us. ”
: *  . rd sidewheeler "China” they ar­

rived in San Francisco on May 27, 1869 
They were a small band of samurai, artis­
ans, farmers, women and children led by 
a German adventurer named John Henry 
schnell. who was to hetrav fhom

stronghold of the shogun forces, lay in 
rubbles. It was w this bitter battle that a 
remnant of 19 brave boy warriors? facing 
f l a ^ d  Lord. Matsudaira’s castle to 
names, committed hara-kiri 

HISTORICAL RECORDS aren’t clear 
but it is believed Schnell, a gun merchant 
f f t o S S S E . 1“. Wakamateu persuade 
w?tv to S Ch!ef to send “  advance
& U e m ^ r at0eStabliShasi,k3nd

Upon arrival here, Schnell hinted three 
onj^ortunes *°**°wbbn to sbore^hecrt?

ih iw mUrai' PossibIy one or b o th o T C  children were born at the colony Okei -  
whose family line was traced to a carwn- 
ter named Ito at Wakamatsu “  S

THE 188-ACRE settlement started out 
with great hope and promise -  plus a 
flare of Schnell-inspired publicity. He

erstwhile Gold Rush country, hungry for 
new industry, greeted the. kimono-clad 
Japanese with cautious welcome.

“If the introduction of new branches of 
ailfcre and industry and the utilisation of 
lands hitherto neglected as of little value 
are beneficial to California, we may wel- 
come this first colony from Japan," wrote
«H.t .k"10" S ? Ucerville correspondent, with this apprehensive footnote:
, . J“Bu,t “ me. we suppose, the envious

M rs. Satsu  H iro n aka , 
87, stands on her son's 
farm . She is representa­
tive of the hardy  Issei 
who turned submargin­
al California land into 
the rich a g ricu ltu ra l 
a re a s  that feed a na­
tion.

tion to our stock of grains ”
HE CONCLUDED, “His efforts merit 

encouragement and protection from the 
government.”

During the crucial second year, a se­
ries of disasters struck. By trade a mer­
chant, Schnell knew very little of farming 
much less of local climate, terrains and

The local miners turned hostile and 
deprived the colonists of water supply to 
irrigate their plants. The scorching dry 
spell continued. Funds dwindled rapidly 
And the creditors were knocking on the

■ Schnell left for Japan with his family 
, with promise he would return with funds 

to sustain the colony. He never did. 
* o « t >€La*e,and destitute, the remaining 
settlers abandoned the colony in search of 
food, shelter and work. Okei and samurai 
Matsunosuke Sakurai stayed,-hoping for 

I  Schnell’s return. *
,  They found shelter and security In the 
family of kindly Dutch neighbor Francis 
veerkamp who had acquired the fore- 

- closed ranch. A son of his, Henry, outlived ‘ 
his family members and at the age of 75 
disclosed the location of Okei-san’s grave 
and the colony site.

A THIRD COLONIST, 20-year-old car­
penter Kuninosuke Misumazu married an 

. ^ ^ d  Negro ^  ,rora Missouri and 
settled in a two-room log cabin at nearby 
Coloma. 1

In the summer of 1871, Okei sue- 
curnbed to a fever. She was buried on the 
hill she had often climbed to look home­
ward at sunset.

Years later, Kuni Masumizu collected 
money from friends and bought a marble 
headstone. Sakurai wrote the inscription 
,/, . ".m ystery why Sakurai stayed be-



A year before Okei's death, the 1870 
census-taker counted 22 pioneers at the 
“Japanese Colony.”

A century later, her own people would 
increase to 750,000.

Wakamatsu — the other Plymouth 
Rock — lives. So does the memory of 
Okei.

ONE HUNDRED and two years ago 
* this week. The Sacramento Union excited-'  

ly announced the arrival of the vanguard 
of the original colony:

“The Japanese are among us.”
" Aboard sidewheeler “China” they ar­

rived in San Francisco on May 27, 1869. 
They were a small band of samurai, artis­
ans, farmers, women and children led by 
a German adventurer named John Henry 

, Schnell, who was to betray them .,
By riverboat they reached Sacramen- 

to, then trekked overland by wagon to 
Placerville, on to nearby Gold Hill, site of 
a gold discovery. v

■ WITH THEM they brought 50,000 year-? 
-ling mulberry trees for- lucrative silk 
farm ing, tea seeds and plants for tea cul- 
•ture, wax trees, bamboo trees for food 
and craft, keyaki tree seeds, and other 
plant stocks. .

They had fled their Aizu-Wakamatsu 
home, fallen in a bloody civil war between 
the supporters of Emperor Meiji and the 
defenders of the Tokugawa shotgun. In the 
year of Dragon (1868), their feudal loid 
Katamori Matsuidara’s outnumbered 
warriors were crushed by thousands of 
charging Meiji soliders.

The vengeful victors burned every-' 
thing in their path. Wakamatsu, last

THE 160-ACRE settlement started out 
with great hope and promise — plus a 
flare of Schnell-inspired publicity. He 
spoke expansively of the eventual coming 
of 120 Japanese families.

At a time when Chinese immigrants 
were lynched for no apparent reason, the 
erstwhile Gold Rush country, hungry for 
new industry, greeted the < kimono-clad 

'Japanese with cautious welcome.
“If the introduction of new branches of 

culture and industry and the utilization of 
lands hitherto neglected as of little value 
are beneficial to California, we may wel­
come this first colony from Japan,” wrote 
The Union’s Placerville correspondent,

, with this apprehensive footnote:
“ But in time, we suppose, the envious 

and idle will raise the same complaint 
against them that- they already have 
•against the Chinese/’ . ;
S * IN TIME, HIS foreboding would turn \ 
true. _ •

Soon reports of failures in the tea-silk 
experiment began to circulate. The Union 
expressed fear the colony's venture might 
“fizzle.”
• But as late as in the 1870. winter, the 
U.S. surveyor general who had personally 
inspected the ranch reported in The Union 
that the tea-growing project wasn’t  “a 
failure" although many tea plants had 
perished under prolonged drought. “ I look 
upon these seedlings as the basis of a most 
important export for this state.”

Of the 175,000 mulberry plants, the 
surveyor observed, the colony was al­
ready raising cocoons and silk worm eggs. 
Upland rice, he added, had “a good crop 
this year . . .  really a most valuable addi-

The sidewheeler "C h ina" arrived in San Francisco M ay 27 ,1 8 69 .

Japanese Settlem ents

W akamatsu —  
Really First?

Is the Wakamatsu colony really the 
irst Japanese settlement in America?

This question still nags some diehard 
keptics, although the Gold Hill site was 
ecognized in 1966 by the state of Califor- 
ia as a historical landmark.

Years of search by the Japanese Amer- 
*an Citizen League for authentic data had 
receded the official recognition. A key 
vidence was the full on-site inspection 
eport on the colony’s activities by the 

S. Surveyor General carried in the 
ages of The Sacramento Union on Dec 
1.1870.

A NEW RIDDLE revived the unquiet- 
skepticism not long ago when Sacra- 

ento Union reporters working on the 
'akamatsu story found an editorial in the

Unable to obtain work, it said, the par­
ty leased a farm in Alameda and hired a 
few white men to instruct them in learn­
ing trades.

THE ALAMEDA settlers, the report 
went on, were “gentlemen of refinement 
and influence in their own country, from 
which they were compelled to flee, almost 
destitute, because their travel in civilized 
countries has made them too liberal in the 
ideas to suit the Mikado.”.

The Chronicle concluded, “The result 
of the (Alameda) experiment has been 
that they have supported themselves, paid 
for everything they purchased and made a 
handsome profit on the investment. It was 
the result of this experiment that induced 
the Schnell colony to come here.”

veerxamp wno had acquired the fore­
closed ranch. A son of his, Henry, outlived! 
his family members and at the age of 75 
disclosed the location of Okei-san’s grave 
and the colony site.

A THIRD COLONIST, 20-year-old car­
penter Kuninosuke Misumazu married an 
18-year-old Negro girl from Missouri and 
settled in a two-room log cabin at nearby 
Coloma.

In the summer of 1871, Okei sue-., 
cumbed to a fever. She was buried on the 
hill she bad often climbed to look home-' 
ward at sunset.

Years later, Kuni Masumizu collected»- . . .. | r  ̂ ^  ....  _____
money from friends and bought a marble I?  1 > , ■ i . ' swur*»*» tyowroun«
headstone. Sakurai wrote the inscription. -ip 

It is mystery why Sakurai stayed be- ;- 
hind. Most local historians believe .the'v 

; ' grieving samurai, to'whom Okei was e n -p ' »  s r ■ * .  . _
trusted by her parents, couldn’t return to;f -? L; , ...„ j%: I  f O f f  ____„

, face her family after her death. n  v \  » / -*  /  * i j 7 / l  a  B) w j-,-- j |  J  L J
In self-exile, Sakurai served the Veer- : V/ /  . t  ’V .▼ 'r ^ r  w* v t t  V t '

kamp family faithfully for 30 years until , I  
his death. Kuni led a nomadic life in later l  
years as a farmer, a cook and a fisherman V 
and died in Colusa alone in 1915 at the age \  
of 66.

HUNTS OFFSPRING — all Sacramen- 1 AA__„  . ______  c . ,  . ____________
tans — are the only known descendants o f . \  More J a p a n e s e  F e a tu r e s  ............... ............... ........................................ B 2, l 0
the hallowed colony. , | \  S tu d e n t  W a n t  A d s  ...... . ... 03

The Wakamatsu lore inevitably has , \  • . a
yielded a maze of puzzles and specula- V  A m u s e m e n ts  ................ ......................... B4
tions. At best, its historical records are . < \  B usiness
scarce and sketchy. Virtually no record of - ’ \  ,. . .......................... .........................................................................................  b o
the exodus from Japan exists. *' N . E d i to r ia ls  ............................................ ............... ............................................ . B8 9

To compound the myth, early Japanese c  _] A A . ,  ■ ,  _  _ .
works on the colony were largely a mix- o U n C I Q y  / V \ O m i t l Q ,  J u n 6  6 ,  1 9 / 1  B 1
ture of fact and fancy, thus spawning a —
flood of novels, songs, plays and movies. {

And the man with most secrets — the «*•* * \
shadowy John Henry Schnell — disap-
peared from the scene. /V la sa o  I t a n o  • - • . • ;  J m  H e n r v  T a lr p tn

But a careful research of all available Pioneer y
records indicates the integrity of the colo- ' .  ' ' ' . . . v '” 1 , f J r  . j  La w ye r
ny history appears intact .........mm mm  /

MAIN CREDIT must go to three dedi- E m ig ra te d  in 1 9 0 6  a t  
cated and conscientious Sacramentohls-i 17  -
torians: Soichi Nakatani, Mrs. FemSayre , "  d e 9 re e  m o 9 rl 
and attorney Henry Taketa. Their search culture, UC-Berkeley . .
into Wakamatsu’s shrouded past paved interpreter an d  business Son o f on l«»i n ;nno. ,
the way for the official recognition of the , , . '5° n ° ‘ an  $sei Ploneer
Gold Hill site as a hallowed historical a 9 en '  to r  im m igrants in in S acram ento  . . . Sac-
landmark. S a c ra m e n to  . . .  in su r- ¡ K iT ? * '- ’ X "f - ! r A ■. t ;.*,■* • ' 4  rn m « iin  n i u  r< iii.n .

Unfortunately, early Wakamatsu histo- once business three ^  |  y 9 "
rians Ki Kimura and Dr. Kurt Meissner business . . . th ree ” i  R  'y- u c  Hastings C ollege of
mistook Eduard Schnell, older brother of yea rs  ,n foor relocation the Law . . .  second Nis-
John Henry, as the colony's founder, cam ps including one for n rn r t:r .  1 -
Their works focusing on Eduard Schnell » - M  el to  Prac,lce law  • - • a
are fatally flawed with false assumptions. enem y aliens • • • w ar- fo u n d e r ,  J a p a n e s e

Was John Henry Schnell a desperate time w orker in C hicago ~ A m e r i c a n  C itiz e n s
profiteer out to turn his losses in the Meiji . . .  re tu rn e d  h o m e to  v L e o o u e
Restoration into profits by promoting his /  i s l  I H H  L ea9 ue • • • lu te  Lake
ill-conceived California venture? resume insurance bust- S  c a m p  . . . h e lp s  e v a -
t 3 r J 3,S frr d ness . . .  naturalized  . ,  . H c u e e s '
Lord Matsudaira asking everything to . . . .  j  „ . .  IH«MWUMHiaa .
rescue toe endangered lord and his fallen d V  C le v e la n d  . . .  s e t up
tribe? d a u g h te r !  c a n c e r  re- B h n i t o l c  fo r r .« , ,r . OAr

HENRY TAKETA -  a sober legal s e a rc h  sc ie n tis t w ith  H M B H k  ' B B  d . , .
mind — believes the answer may lie u n  , a n d  o r9a n |re d  relo-
somewhere in between. “Schnell’s motive and  t'h.D .; bank- KfajgMSBHBBWk c a tio n  e f fo r ts  . . .  tw o
may have been one of self-interest, but his er-law yer; medical doc- sons: a  m edical doctor
swcerity can t be doubted.” to r. riietirinn B iiaaH BM M BH aB

The German gun merchant, Taketa E ra w H l a n d  a  college student,
reasons, could have remained in Yokoha­
ma to continue his import business or
could have returned to his homeland. “If T  •  T V T  •  •  •  -w T
you say he was an opportunist, then he I C C P l  I X J  f  O  W  O  o r k i  V '  cr' r v i
was utilizing the predicament of Lord i  l l i S C l *  O C l l l o C l «  1  U l i o t J l
Matsudaira to promote the idea of setting '  '  7
up a colony in America.”

Taketa wonders wistfully that the 
Wakamatsu colonists might have made a 
fortune, had they settled in the San Joa­
quin Valley to grow com, potatoes and 
garden vegetables.

HE REMINDS Wakamatsu must be 
treated as a simnlp pnicrwio with™«* «mr

Issei, Nisei and now Sansei and even Yonsei are common- 
enough words in the American language.

The Issei are the first generation. The Nisei are the sec­
ond, the original American-bom. The Sanei are the third gen­
eration and the Yonsei are the fourth.

 ̂ The terms are based in the Japanese words for one, two

practically disappeared from the American scene. The Kibei, 
most of them now in their 40s and 50s, are a vanishing group.

Some Kibei were at the forefront of the agitation during 
the evacuation years and the disturbances in the relocation 
centers. Most were just victims. Victims of the suspicion by 
the government and. in some cases, suspicion hv the Nieei



Placerville, on to nearby Gold Hill, site of 
a gold discovery.

WITH THEM they brought 50,000 year-T 
ling mulberry trees for- lucrative silk 
farming, tea seeds and plants for tea cul­
ture, wax trees, bamboo trees for food 
and craft, keyaki tree seeds, and other 
plant stocks.

They had fled their Aizu-Wakamatsu 
home, fallen in a  bloody civil war between 
the supporters of Emperor Meiji and the 
defenders of the Tokugawa shotgun. In the 
year of Dragon (1868), their feudal lord 
Katamori Matsuidara’s outnumbered 
warriors were crushed by thousands of 
charging Meiji soliders.

The vengeful victors burned every-" 
thing in their path. Wakamatsu, last

IN TIME, HIS foreboding would turn 
true.

Soon reports of failures in the tea-silk 
experiment began to circulate. The Union 
expressed fear the colony’s venture might 
“fizzle.”

But as late as in the 1870. winter, the 
U.S. surveyor general who had personally 
inspected the ranch reported in The Union 
that the tea-growing project wasn’t “a 
failure” although many tea plants had 
perished under prolonged drought VI look 
upon these seedlings as the basis of a most 
important export for this state.”

Of the 175,000 mulberry plants, the 
surveyor observed, the colony was al­
ready raising cocoons and silk worm eggs. 
Upland rice, he added, had “a good crop 
this year . . .  really a most valuable addi-

| É M

. 4 .

Thé sidewheeler "Ch ina" arrived in San Francisco M ay 27, 1869.

Japanese Settlem ents

W akamatsu -— 
R eally First?

. Is the Wakamatsu colony really the 
first Japanese settlement in America?

This question still nags some diehard 
skeptics, although the Gold Hill site was 
recognized in 1966 by the state of Califor­
nia as a historical landmark.

Years of search by the Japanese Amer­
ican Citizen League for authentic data had 
preceded the official recognition. A key 
evidence was the full on-site inspection 
report on the colony’s activities by the 
U.S. Surveyor General carried in the 
pages of The Sacramento Union on Dec. 
31.1870.

A NEW RIDDLE revived the unquiet­
ed skepticism not long ago when Sacra­
mento Union reporters working on the 
Wakamatsu story found an editorial in the 
June 17,1869 edition of The San Francisco 
Chronicle.

In a veiled slap at an earlier Union 
report of the arrival of an advance Japa­
nese contingent, The Chronicle admon­
ished: “ It is a mistake to suppose the col-, 
ony recently introduced by Mr. Schnell is 
the first of these people, settled among 
us.”

“Upward of a year ago,” the paper 
contended, “ Mr. Van Reed, father of the 
United States Consul at Jedo (Edo?), an 
old resident of this city, brought a party of 
them to the Labor Exchange to obtain 
employment.” oL

Unable to obtain work, it said, the par­
ty leased a farm in Alameda and hired a 
few white men to instruct them in learn­
ing trades.

THE ALAMEDA settlers, the report 
went on, were “gentlemen of refinement 
and influence in their own country, from 
which they were compelled to flee, almost 
destitute, because their travel in civilized 
countries has made them too liberal in the 
ideas to suit the Mikado.”.

The Chronicle concluded, “The result 
of the (Alameda) experiment has been 
that they have supported themselves, paid 
for everything they purchased and made a 
handsome profit on the investment. It was 
the result of this experiment that induced 
the Schnell colony to come here.”

A search for any contemporary evid­
ence has yielded none but tantalizing 
hearsay. For years, Yasuo Abiko, English 
editor the Nichibei in San Francisco, has 
been looking out for any authentic clues to 
the Alameda colony. So far, he has found 
none.

Abiko remains intrigued: “In the abs­
ence of historical corroboration, it is still 
quite possible such a thing could have 
happened.”

Few can, indeed, dismiss the Alameda 
mystery as a byproduct of journalistic 
rivalry.

Timejj>ay tell.

face her family after her death.
In self-exile, Sakurai served the Veer- 

kamp family faithfully for 30 years until 
his death. Kuni led a nomadic life in later 
years as a farmer, a cook and a fisherman 
and died in Colusa alone in 1915 at the age 

' of 66.
KUNI’S OFFSPRING — aU Sacramen- 

tans — are the only known descendants of 
the hallowed colony.

The Wakamatsu lore inevitably has 
yielded a maze of puzzles and specula­
tions. At best, its historical records are 
scarce and sketchy. Virtually no record of 
the exodus from Japan exists.

To compound the myth, early Japanese 
works on the colony were largely a mix- ; 
ture of fact and fancy, thus spawning a 
flood of novels, songs, plays and movies.

And the man with most secrets — the 
shadowy John Henry Schnell — disap­
peared from the scene.

But a careful research of all available 
records indicates the integrity of the colo­
ny history appears intact

MAIN CREDIT must go to three dedi­
cated and conscientious Sacramento his-, 
torians: Soichi Nakatani, Mrs. Fern Sayre 
and attorney Henry Taketa. Their search 
into Wakamatsu’s shrouded past paved 
the way for the official recognition of the 
Gold Hill site as a hallowed historical . 
landmark.

Unfortunately, early Wakamatsu histo­
rians Ki Kimura and Dr. Kurt Meissner , 
mistook Eduard Schnell, older brother of 

- John Henry, as the colony’s founder. 
Their works focusing on Eduard Schnell 
are fatally flawed with false assumptions.

Was John Henry Schnell a desperate 
profiteer out to turn his losses in the Meiji 
Restoration into profits by promoting his 
ill-conceived California venture?

Or was he a gallant loyal friend of 
Lord Matsudaira risking everything to 
rescue tbe endangered lord and his fallen 
tribe?

HENRY TAKETA -  a sober legal 
mind — believes the answer, may lie 
somewhere in between. “Schnell’s motive 
may have been one of self-interest, but his 
sincerity can’t be doubted.”

The German gun merchant, Taketa 
reasons, could have remained in Yokoha­
ma to continue his import business or 
could have returned to his homeland. “If 
you say he was an opportunist, then he 
was utilizing the predicament of Lord 
Matsudaira to promote the idea of setting 
up a colony in America.”

Taketa wonders wistfully that the 
Wakamatsu colonists might have made a 
fortune, had they settled in the San Joa­
quin Valley to grow com, potatoes and 
garden vegetables.

HE REMINDS Wakamatsu must be 
treated as a simple episode without any 
illusions. “The colony simply was ahead 
of its time and didn’t last.”

The tragedy of Gold Hill, he says, 
wasn't Okei. “She was a simple girl who 
came here to do a job as nursemaid. When 
Schnell left, she was entrusted ’ in the 
hands of the Veerkamps who loved her as 
if one of their own.”

The real tragedy, he says, was the one 
which befell the other colonists who had 
nobody to turn for help and vanished into 
nowhere.

Yet, come spring, the lone keyaki tree 
upon the hill unveils their undying dream 
in i tic shy blossoms.

/
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S ' ' Issei
l
M asao  Itan o

!•- Pioneer

Em igrated  in 1906 a t 
17 . .i . degree in a g r i­
culture, UC-Berkeley. . .  
interpreter and business 
agent for immigrants in 
Sacram ento  . . .  in su r­
ance business . . . three 
years in four relocation 
camps including one for 
"enemy a lien s" . . .  w ar­
time worker in Chicago 
.i , . returned home to 
resume insurance busi­
ness . . .  naturalized . . .  
three sons and  one 
d au g h te r: cancer re ­
search  scientist w ith 
M .D. and Ph.D .; bank­
er-lawyer; medical doc­
tor; dietician.
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Nisei 5
Henry Taketa

I Lawyer

Son of an Issei pioneer 
in Sacramento . . .  Sac­
ramento City College . .  
UC Hastings College of 
the Law . . .  second Nis­
ei to practice law  . . .  a 
fo u n der, Jap an ese  
A m erican  C itizens 
League ,  . . Tule Lake 
cam p . . . helps e va ­
cuees' re location  in 
C leve lan d  . . .  set up 
hostels fo r returnees 
and organized relo­
catio n  e ffo rts  . Sj. two 
sons: a  medical doctor 
and a  college student.

Issei, Nisei, Sansei, Yonsei
Issei, Nisei and now Sansei and even Yonsei are common- 

enough words in the American language.
The Issei are the first generation. The Nisei are the sec­

ond, the original American-born. The Sanei are the third gen­
eration and the Yonsei are the fourth.

The terms are based in the Japanese words for one, two 
three and four.

There is another group. They are the Kibei. Loosely trans­
lated, kibei means “return to America.”

It was a fairly common family practice before the war for 
one son to be sent to Japan for his education. This practice 
was found among other immigrant groups but more common 
with those from Japan.

The Kibei usually went to Japan before they were 10 years 
old, and usually returned to the United States after finishing 
high school.

As a group, they were a prime target for the spy-scare 
panic that swept California, Oregon and Washington at the 
outbreak of the war.

Forced onto the wrong side of a language barrier, they 
were not quick to mix with other Nisei.

The practice of sending children to the old country has

practically disappeared from the American scene. Tbe Kibei, 
most of them now in their 40s and 50s, are a vanishing group.

Some Kibei were a t the forefront of the agitation during 
the evacuation years and the disturbances in the relocation 
centers. Most were just victims. Victims of the suspicion by 
the government and, in some cases, suspicion by the Nisei.

But there is no recorded case of aiding the enemy. None in 
the history of the American Issei, Nisei, Sansei or Kibei.

There is one outstanding recorded case involving a Kibei.
He was Pfc. Sadao S. Munemori, killed in action near Ser- 

avezza, Italy, on April 5,1945.
Munemori was a sergeant in the intelligence unit a t Camp 

Savage, Minn. He volunteered for a reduction in rank to join a 
combat unit and was assigned to the 100th Battalion, 442nd 
Regimental Combat Team.

” . . .  By his swift, supremely heroic actions. Private 
Munemori saved two of his men at the cost of his own life and 
did much to clear the path for his company's victorious ad­
vance.”

The words are from a citation.
The citation accompanied a Congressional Medal of Hon-



EXILE OF A RACE, Fish­
er, Anne R. Seattle, Wash.: F. 
and T. Publishers, 1970. A 
highly critical but factual 
account of the forced evacua­
tion of Japanese Americans 
■and alien Japanese from the

authors comment: "as a de­
parture from American prin­
ciples (the evacuation) will 
stand as an aberration and a 
warning.” .

JAPANESE IN THE UNIT­
ED STATES, Icbihasbi,

W hat Sacram ento  
Is R ead in g

By MRS. LANN JURGENS 
Sacramento City-County Library

* Librarians across the country will testify to the popular-
, ity of cookbooks in public Iibraries-all kinds of cookbooks. 
r Sacramento is no exception. There are approximately 1,300 
. different titles of cookbooks in the Sacramento City-County 

Library system. This does not include the multiple copies of 
; each title.

Different seasons of the year contribute to the use of 
special cookbooks — i.e. books on outdoor barbecueing are 
taken out in the summer, cookie and pastry cookbooks are 
more popular in December. But nothing seems to halt the 
circulation of cookbooks giving recipes from foreign coun­
tries.

The reference librarians from the Main Library, Martin 
Luther King branch and Carmichael branch gave virtually 
the same reports — cookbooks on foreign dishes head the list 
in popularity. A new Time-Life Book series called “Foods of 
the World” has been widely circulated in Sacramento. In 
each book in this series, a different country is represented 
by the famous chefs of that country and they describe their 
recipes in detail.

Two or three books are purchased every month with die­
ters in mind. “The Better Homes and Garden Calorie Count­
er s Cook Book in a good sample. This week the book order 
was rather interesting in that it included 21 copies of a new 
recipe book entitled “Homemade Candy.*’ The same order 
also included 20 copies of Clara Beth Bond’s standard book 
for dieters entitled “The Low F at Low Cholesterol Diet.” If 
the candy book circulates as much as the diet book, the bat­
tle will be lost.
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University Press, 1946. A per­
sonal narrative and picture 
book, written by a Nisei who 
was on an art fellowship at 
the University of California, 
Berkeley, when World War II 
broke out. The black-and- 
whitef drawings and brief

A 5 \

as a chronicle of a young Nis* 
ei intellectual’s search for 
identity in America and Ja-' 
pan. It is a story of youth di­
senchanted with the Ameri­
can dream.

—George Kagiwada

They include Japanese Americans who have noticed 
that in spite of a high level of educational attainment, they 
make considerably less money than Anglo Americans.

They include people who see that our aged as well as our 
youth have health, psychological and other problems which 
are not being attended to by appropriate agencies.

They include a growing number of Japanese parents 
who see the racial stereotypes depicted on TV cartoons

ly committed cultural genocide to show we were good 
Americans.

One Nisei father related to me with some concern that 
his son had asked him, “ Aren’t you embarrassed to eat with
chopsticks in front of your Caucasian friends?”

I think the father was gratified that his son was Ameri­
canized to a point where he felt no hesitation in raising such 
a question, but I am sure he was not happy with the question 
itself. .

V <  . - ■ I-,;- V
What Became of the 
Pioneer’s Children ?

In the year of madness — 1942 — she was 
on the way to America’s concentration 
camp, as  were 110,000 other Japanese resi­
dents on the West Coast, mostly citizens by 
birth.

But she was an exceptional “enemy al­
ien.” She was also a Negro.

Because her Japanese grandfather was 
the wrong type of ancestor, she and her two. 
children were herded out of their Sacramen­
to home, destined for one of the 10 hastily 
built relocation camps.

SOMETHING happened on her way to the 
camp. Her interrogators at the Roseville 
assembly center were uneasy about sending 
a black woman to a Japanese enclave behind 
the barbed wire. After a consultation, they 
let her go home.

Three decades later, Mrs. Juanita Mas- 
umizu Wong, 62, of 6329 Fruitridge Road, 
could chuckle at her own not-so-funny predic­
ament:

“ I cussed all the way to Roseville — I 
wasn’t the lady.”

She remembers the one-sided confronta­
tion. "I put up a stiff argument. I was down­
right mad. I told them, ‘If I had told you I 
was part Japanese before this war, you
wouldn’t have believed me, black as I am.

“I said all I knew was my grandfather 
was Japanese and my father was half-Japa­
nese. I said I saw no reason for them to tear 
up my roots and send me to any kind of 
camp.”

IRONICALLY, neither she nor her reloca­
tion officers were aware that she was one of 
the few known descendants of the first colony 
of Japanese pioneers in this country.

Her unique wartime “Japanese experi­
ence” came to light — quite by accident — 
during a recent search for new historical 
facts surrounding the short-lived Wakamatsu 
colony at Gold Hill (located outside of Pla- 
cerville).

History reveals her grandfather, Kunino- 
suke Masumizu, came to America as a young 
carpenter with a party of refugees to start a 
tea and silk colony in 1869.

Shortly after his arrival at Gold Hill, 
Kuni, as he was called, married a Negro girl 
from Missouri, probably the first interracial 
marriage by a Japanese on this continent.

WITHIN TWO years, the colony of about 
22 Japanese settlers succumbed to harsh 
elements of nature and circumstances. All 
but Kuni, a girl named Okei and samurai 
Matsunosuke Sakurai vanished.

Kuni’s marriage to Carrie Wilson, daugh­
ter of a Blackfoot Indian woman and her 
freed slave husband, produced nine children.
AH but three — Grant, Harry and Clara — 
died in infancy, and the lines of Harry and 
Clara survive.

Harry left only one daughter, Juanita, but 
Clara’s marriage to the son of a Welsh-Ger­
man brewer named Elebeck and a mixed 
Indian-Negro woman, produced George, 
Harry, Helen, and Geraldine. AH except 
Harry now live in Sacramento’s Oak Park.

Today, these five Negroes and their off­
spring constitute the only known descendants 
of the historic Wakamatsu colony.

INTERVIEWS with Juanita Wong and 
George Elebeck, 67, of 4307 36th St., oldest of 

J the living Kuni grandchildren, also brought 
f out these curious episodes:

— Kuni’s wife, Carrie, in her late 90s was 
summoned by the FBI in March, 1942, to de­
termine her citizenship status because of her 
marriage to an “enemy alien” who had been 
dead for 27 years.

— Kuni’s son and Juanita’s father, Harry
David Masumizu (his name was Africanized 
to spell Massmedsu), long known as “Jap 
Harry”-in Japan Alley, had undergone “ the 
severest questioning,” as Juanita recalls, by 
FBI agents for possible ties with Japanese J 1 
organizations. J v  j

“The first time was shortly after the w a r jj /  
started,” Mrs. Wong said. “The officers U 
picked up my grandmother and my father ' 
from their home here and my children from 
school.

“TWO MEN came to my home and took 
me to the upstairs in the old post office. 
When I got there, my grandmother, my fath­
er and my children with big eyes were all 
there.

“My grandmother was pretty much shook 
up. We were released. They told us to notify 
them when we left town.”

However humble his role, Kuni’s place in 
the history of Japanese Americans looms

M rs. Ju a n ita  W ong , of 
.S a c ra m e n to , g ran d ­
d aughte r of Jap an ese  
pioneer Kuninosuke Mas­
umizu, proudly admires a 
photo of her father, Har­
ry Masumizu. She is one 
of the few known descen­
dants o f the firs t J a p a ­
nese colony in this coun­
try-

large because he has left behind the only liv­
ing legacy.

Although they knew of his race, his grand­
children had never realized his historical 
significance. In 1969, by accident, they 
learned of their grandfather’s place when 
they sae his picture — the only known picture 
of any of the Wakamatsu colonists — in The 
Sacramento Union. His photograph was pub- 
Ushed as part of the Wakamatsu centennial 
observance by the sponsoring Japanese 
American Citizens League.

FROM RECOLLECTIONS of his grand­
children George Elebeck and Juanita Wong, 
Kuni must have eked out a marginal Uving as 
a lone Japanese with a black wife and three 
growing children in a hostile white world. 
Japanese immigrants were yet to arrive in 
numbers three decades later. He was an out­
sider who came to a wrong place at a wrong 
time.

Mrs. Wong feelingly recaUs her grand­
mother telling her of hardships in the days of 
a two-room log cabin upon a hill within a 
stone’s throw of Marshall’s gold discovery 
site.

Kuni and Carrie produced nine offspring, 
Mrs. Wong says, but only three of them lived. 
“My grandmother worked in the garden but 
when the time of delivery came she went in­
side and gave birth to two of her own children 
— there was no doctor, no midwife.”

MRS. WONG, married to a retired 
Chinese Negro, continued, “She said when 
her first baby was bom a young girl came out 
of the hills and gave her a piece of cloth as a 
present for the child.” Presumably, Kuni’s 
wife was speaking of Okei — the I7-year-old 
nursemaid to the master of the colony — who

died of a fever at 19. More than a decade lat­
er, it is said, Kuni collected money from the 
former colonists in the area, went to San 
Francisco and returned with a marble head­
stone for her grave.

( j His grandchildren remember him as an 
U even-tempered man who knew no anger — 
J and a loner who worked as a miner, cook, 
I  barber, fisherman and farmer. His fatal 
|  weakness: gambling. “He was a gambler. 
f\ And my grandmother didn’t Hke it,” says 

Mrs. Wong.
George Elebeck said his grandmother told 

him Kuni used to mine at Coloma. He said he 
has a map which shows a deep vein of pure 
gold. Kuni, Elebeck said, later blew up the 
mine in anger because laws prohibited Orien­
tals from owning mines. The Kuni family, 
however, eventually left Coloma and lost the 
property.

I GEORGE ELEBECK too remembers:
I j  “He was quite a fisherman. I used to go to 
f  toe river to fish with him. My grandmother 
I told me he ran the first fish market in Sacra­

mento.”
Mrs. Wong said Kuni visited with her sev­

eral times. “Then he dropped out of sight, 
and we never heard from him.”

Kuni, the nomadic outsider, apparently 
drifted on to Colusa where Japanese oldti- 
mers remember him as a lonely old man who 
fished in the river and sold hi$ catch to eke 
out a meager Uving. ”

He died there in 1915, alone. His grave 
remained unmarked until 1926 when his coun­
trymen who knew him collected money to 
erect a simple tombstone with an inscription 
which read:

“In memmory (sic) of Kuni Masumizu, 
died Sept. 13,1915, aged 66 years.”

—. W. Lee

J
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By Keith Power 1
A t this time of year the 

dills of eastern Contra 
- C o s t a  county are as 

smooth and tawny as the 
i ' flanks of sleeping lions. / \ . 

But south of Pittsburg, 
where coal miners dug a cen­
tury ago and left behind slag 
heaps in the valley bottoms, 
the Tolling brown grass is re- 

• lieved by a sudden spill of 
green. -

There, in remarkable pro­
fusion, ‘ crimson manzanita 
and the plump - coned Coul­
ter pine combine with oaks 
and a swath of California 
buckeye with their leaves 
stripped and branches sil­
very in the sun. *

And it is there on publicly - 
/owned land that a Utah engi­

neer, assisted by a law *1 
ioned for the wid*5 

,'v West, intends ir 
mining oper* 
year«' 

n

1
i



HISTORIC MARSHALL GOLD DISCOVERY STATE PARK, BESIDES ITS LESSON 
IN HISTORY, ALSO OFFERS CHOICE PICNIC SPOTS. THERE ARE 93 TABLES, 
SOME NEAR THE RIVER. THERE IS A SMALL CHARGE FOR PICNICKING AND 
FOR ENTRANCE TO THE MUSEUM. HIKING AND FISHING ARE OTHER ATTRAC­
TIONS.
COLOMA IS EAST AND A BIT NORTH OF SACRAMENTO ON STATE HIGHWAY A9, 
WHICH CONNECTS WITH U. S . 80 AT AUBURN AND US 50 AT PLACERVILLE. 
COLOMA, WITH AN ALTITUDE OF 750 FEET, CAN BE VERY WARM IN THE 
SUMMER AND FALL AND COLD IN WINTER.

M A R S H A L L  
GOLD DISCOVERT

STATE HISTORIC PARK
Coloma, California

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION



"B O Y S, I B E L IE V E  I HAVE F O U N D  A  GOLD M I N E !”

COLOMA HAS ANOTHER SAWMILL.

L IK E  THAT F IR S T  ONE, IT  IS  ON THE BANK OF THE R IP P L IN G  SOUTH 
FORK OF C A L IFO R N IA 'S  AMERICAN R IV E R .

THE NEW M ILL  IS  POWERED E L E C T R IC A L L Y . THE OLD ONE DREW ON 
WATER TO MAKE IT  GO.

THE O RIG IN A L M ILL  CUT BOARDS OF P IN E FOR S U T T ER 'S  FO R T, DOWN­
STREAM IN NEW H E L V E T IA , THE L IT T L E  COMMUNITY THAT WAS FOUNDED 
BY CAPTAIN JOHN AUGUSTUS SU TT ER , A SW ISS ADVENTURER. T H IS  IS  
THE PLACE THAT WAS TO BECOME SACRAMENTO AND EVENTUALLY THE CAP­
IT A L OF A LL C A LIFO R N IA .

THE NEW M ILL IS  A F U L L -S IZ E D , WORKING R E P L IC A  B U ILT  OF RU STIC  
LUMBER, SOME OF I T  HAND-ADZED AND PUT TOGETHER WITH OAK P IN S .  
IT  WAS CONSTRUCTED BY COLOMA C IT IZ E N S  AND TH EIR  NEIGHBORS, WHO 
WERE GIVEN  H ELP BY THE S T A T E . THE E L  DORADO COUNTY H IST O R IC A L  
SO C IET Y  LED  THE WAY.

IT  WAS AT THE OLD M ILL  AT 7 :3 0  THE MORNING OF JANUARY 2 4 , 1848  
THAT 38-YEA R-O LD  JAMES WILSON MARSHALL P ICKED  SOME BRIGHT OB­
JEC T S  FROM THE TA ILR A C E OF SU T T ER 'S  M ILL  AND SHOUTED: "B O YS,
I B E L IE V E  I HAVE FOUND A GOLD M IN E!"

IT  WASN'T LONG U N TIL THAT SHOUT WAS BEIN G ANSWERED FROM A LL  
OVER THE WORLD BY PEOPLE ATTRACTED BY GOLD AND ADVENTURE IN 
C A LIFO R N IA . W ITHIN A YEAR THERE WERE 8 0 ,0 0 0  MORE C IT IZ E N S .  
AND PEOPLE KEPT COMING. WHEN COLOMA'S NEW SAWMILL WAS D ED I­
CATED ON JANUARY 2 1 ,  1968 TO MARK THE 120TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
MARSHALL'S D ISCO V ER Y , THE STATE HAD A POPULATION OF 1 9 ,5 0 0 ,0 0 0 .  
GOLD, HELPED BY SUN SHIN E, HAD PAID  O FF .

THE F IR S T  SAWMILL AT COLOMA WAS B U IL T  BECAUSE CAPTAIN SUTTER  
NEEDED LUMBER. HE ASKED MARSHALL TO BU ILD  AND OPERATE THE M ILL  
IN THE L IT T L E  VA LLEY CALLED CULLUMA BY THE INDIANS WHO L IV E D  
TH ER E. MARSHALL WENT TO COLOMA IN SEPTEMBER 1847 AND HE AND 
PETER WIMMER BEGAN CONSTRUCTION, A ID ED  BY MEMBERS OF THE DE­
FUNCT MORMON BATTALION.

THEY BEGAN DEEPENING AND WIDENING AN OLD R IV ER  CHANNEL IN  THE 
GRAVEL FOR THE TA ILRA CE SO WATER WOULD FLOW THROUGH B ET T ER . 
A FTER A T IM E , BECAUSE THE TA ILR A C E WASN'T DEEP ENOUGH, THE 
CHANNEL WAS BLOCKED DURING THE DAY TO MAKE IT  E A S IE R  TO D IG .  
EACH NIGHT THE WATER WAS L E T  IN TO WASH AWAY THE LOOSE D IR T  AND 
GRAVEL.

IT  WAS ON ONE OF THE MORNING IN SPECTION S THAT MARSHALL SAW 
SOMETHING G LISTEN IN G  ON BEDROCK. HE WASN'T SURE OF H IS  FIN D  SO 
HE POUNDED THE ST U FF WITH A ROCK. I T  WAS M ALLEABLE, L IK E  GOLD. 
HE FOUND MORE FLA KES IN THE WATER, PUT THEM IN H IS  HAT AND 
HURRIED TO WHERE OTHERS WERE WORKING. THEY SHARED H IS  E X C IT E ­
MENT AND WERE CERTAIN  ENOUGH OF WHAT THEY HAD TO GO BACK TO THE

RACE AND HUNT FOR MORE. MARSHALL THEN TOOK THE GOLD TO SUT­
T E R 'S  FO R T, 58 M ILES SOUTHEAST, WHERE THE AMERICAN R IV ER  JO IN S  
THE SACRAMENTO.

CAPTAIN SUTTER AND MARSHALL DECID ED THEY HAD REAL GOLD BUT DE­
C ID ED  TO K EEP  THE FIN D A S E C R E T . THEY WANTED TO F IN IS H  THE 
SAWMILL BEFORE WORD GOT OUT BUT THE STORY WAS TOO GOOD TO K E E P . 
AT SU T T ER 'S  FO RT, TEAMSTER JACOB WITTMER PA ID  FOR BRANDY WITH 
COLOMA GOLD. CAPTAIN SUTTER WROTE OF IT  TO GENERAL M. G . 
V A LLEJO  AT SONOMA.

THE STO REKEEPER WROTE TO H IS  SAN FRANCISCO EM PLOYER, SAM BRAN- 
NAN, AND HE PRINTED THE F IR S T  P U B LIC  ACCOUNT OF THE FIN D IN H IS  
NEWSPAPER, THE CALIFO RN IA N . THAT WAS ON MARCH 1 5 , 1 8 4 9 , AND 
THE RUSH GATHERED MOMENTUM.

COLOMA BEGAN TO BOOM. OTHER D IS C O V ER IES  WERE MADE NEARBY AND 
THE TOWN BECAME THE "QUEEN OF THE M IN E S ."

IN THE LATE 1 8 5 0 ' S ,  HOWEVER, COLOMA'S PLACER MINES WERE PRETTY  
MUCH EXHAUSTED. THEY GAVE WAY TO HOMES AND GARDENS. PLANTINGS 
MADE BY MARSHALL, H IM S ELF , CAN S T IL L  BE FOUND ON THE H IL L S ID E  
NEAR THE WOODEN CABIN HE B U IL T . IT  S T IL L  STANDS ON THE NARROW 
ROAD O PPO SITE S T . JOHN'S CATHOLIC CHURCH. RUINS OF EARLY DAY 
STONE BU ILD IN G S STAND ALONG OTHER S T R E E T S . SOME ARE WITHOUT 
ROOFS AND THE WOODEN FLOORS HAVE LONG AGO ROTTED AWAY AND D IS ­
APPEARED— EVEN AS D ID THE SAW M ILL, WHICH F E L L  INTO D ISU SE B E­
FORE PARTS OF IT  WERE CARRIED  O FF .

ABOUT 70 PERCENT OF THE TOWN IS  INCLUDED IN MARSHALL GOLD D IS ­
COVERY STATE H IST O R IC  PARK. EACH YEAR THE C IT IZ E N S  OF COLOMA 
CELEBRA TE DISCOVERY DAY ON THE WEEKEND NEAREST TO THE JANUARY 
24 ANNIVERSARY. BUT A LL THE YEAR AROUND, V IS IT O R S  GO TO CO­
LOMA, WHICH NOW HAS A POPULATION OF ABOUT 1 7 5 , TO S E E  WHERE THE 
F IR S T  MAJOR GOLD DISCOVERY WAS MADE IN C A LIFO R N IA . SOME OF 
THEM S T IL L  LOOK FOR THE GOLD AS THFY BEHOLD THE GIANT STONE 
MARKER ON THE O RIG IN AL M ILL S IT E  ON THE EDGE OF THE R IV E R . THE 
MARKER WAS CONSTRUCTED BY THE SO C IET Y  OF CA LIFO R N IA  P IO N EER S .

MOST V IS IT O R S  STOP BY THE H IST O R IC  MUSEUM, OPENED IN 1 9 6 1 , 
WHERE THERE IS  A P IC T O R IA L E X H IB IT  OF THE GOLD D ISCO V ERY. 
THERE ARE ALSO MAPS AND R E L IC S  OF THOSE DAYS. ONE OF THE MOST 
P R IZ ED  IS  A P IE C E  OF TIM BER FROM THE F IR S T  M IL L . SEVERA L TIM ­
BERS WERE UNEARTHED IN  1914 BY P H IL IP  C . BEKEART, SON OF A CO­
LOMA P IO N EER . OTHER TIMBERS WERE DUG UP BY THE STATE IN 1 9 4 7 .

OTHER CHAPTERS OF THE C A LIFO R N IA  GOLD STORY ARE TOLD ELSEWHERE 
IN THE S T A T E . AT COLUMBIA STATE H IST O R IC  PARK AN EN TIR E  TOWN 
HAS BEEN PRESERVED AND RECONSTRUCTED. AT BODIE STATE H IST O R IC  
PARK A GHOST TOWN HAS BEEN PRESERVED BY IT S  DEAD M IN ES. AND 
AT PLA C ER ITA  CANYON STATE PARK IN LOS ANGELES COUNTY CAN BE 
SEEN THE S IT E  WHERE THE VERY F IR S T  GOLD WAS DISCOVERED IN  C A L I­
FORNIA. THAT WAS IN 1842— BUT SOMEHOW THE FEV ER  D ID N 'T  SPREAD  
U N TIL THE COLOMA S T R IK E  S IX  YEARS LA T ER .

JAreS W, MARSHALL 3  
1810-1885

IN C R E D IB LY , TMF MAN 
WHO DISCOVERED THE 
GOLD THAT S E T  OFF THE 
RUSH OF THE FO RTY- 
NINERS D IED . IN  POVER­
T Y . AFTER M IS F IN D , 
JAMES W. MARSHALL WAS 
HOUNDED BY PEOPLE WHO 
THOUGHT H E . HAD HIDDEN |  
GOLD AWAY OR KNEW OF 
RICH C LA IM S , MARSHALL 
MADE H IS  L IV IN G  AS HE 
COULD— BLACKSMITHI NR, 
CARPENTERING , AND flfY 
A  NOT-VERY-SUCCESSFliL 
LECTURE TOUR, THE 
STATE PA ID  HIM $ 9 ,6 0 0  
AS A PENSION BUT HE 
LO ST MOST OF I T  IN  
MINING GAMBLES. : HE 
D IED  AUGUST 1 0 , 1885
A FEW M ILES  FROM CO­
LOMA, WHICH HE HAD 
PUT ON THE MAP FOR 
A LL T IM E . .

MARSHALL, WHO WAS BORN 
IN NEW JE R S E Y , STARTS®  

•.WEST , WHEN HE WAS ¿ f i j j  
AND T R IE D  L I F E  IN IN­
D IAN A, I L L IN O IS , KAN­
S A S , AND OREGON BE­
FORE HE CAME TO C A L I­
FORNIA IN 1 8 4 5 ,

HE IS  ENTOMBED UNDER 
A  H IL L S ID E  MONUMENT 
OVERLOOKING THE GOLD 
DISCOVERY S I T E .  H IS  
STATUE I S  ATOP IT S  
MARBLE SH A FT , IN /  
M IN ER 'S  GARB HE -JO IN TS 
FOR ALWAYS TO THE SPOT 
«&ER£ HE AN® CA LIFO R­
N IA  STRUCK IT  R IQ ^ f e

tH E  F IR S T  P IE C E  OF 
GOLD HE F0.JMD, ABOUT 
HALF T IC  S IZ E  OF A 
D IF C , IS  IN  WASHING­
TON, D . C . AT THE 
SMITHSONIAN IN S T IT U T E . 
A R E P L IC A , PRESSED 
FROM AMERICAN R IV ER  
GOLD, IS  D ISPLAYED  AT 
COLOMA,

.. / .  /  .....................' . . . "  '
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FROM THE SAME SPOT— Mr$., Fern Sayre ol Sacra­
mento, who has done extensive research of the Waka- 
matsu Colony and the O kei. sagati pays her respects 
at; the gravesite of the first Japanese woman to be

buried in California— atop ©old, Hill», It is said Okei 
often climbed this hill to watch the setting sun and 
gaze in the direction of her homeland. The mountains : 
in the background are due west from the hill, ]Ma*£'

V er of the Pacific-i
BY HENRY TAKETA 

. ;  ■■ ] Sacramento.

The date of May, 27, 1869, # 
is most significant ;in. /ihdi-j 
history of Japanese' imxni- ] 
gration to  the United States' 
and in their notable 'contri-^ 
bution to  the i agricultural;: 
industry in California espe­
cially. '

The J  apahese ¿"‘ pioneers-» 
have left' their handprin ts: 

i in the ' -, teem ing,..valleys] 
throughout .the' length ] and 

i breadth of C a lifo rn iaand  |  
|  other parts of the western /  

United' States'f/.W ith 5, pa- 1 
tience a n d , industry,;! t  h  ,e y * 

¡' cleared, leveled ..and ?]irri-;
: gated the land and brought 
} crops to  bear- in soil which 
(had >. previouslyv«>reniaihedi 
"idle or had been put/to.Hm->i 
; ited use for pasturage, a n d ' 
«grazing.,» " ' v , i  i

P  I t  was, on this May 27, •] 
.1869, th a t a  small group of i 
proud and determ ined' Jap-,, 
anese arrived at,] the ;P o r t’ 
of 3 San r Francisco aboard'' 
the sidewheeler, S. S. Chi-* 
pa, owned by the .Pacific" 
Mail Steamship Co. a  |

' The part of Japan th e y . 
left behind was Aizu Waka- 
matsu,1 located in the north­
west section of w hat is now-, 
Fukushima Prefecture,' a n d , 
those early pioneers ,were)i 
to  become known as1, the 
Wakamatsu. Tea-. and. Silk!; 
Farm  Colony of .GOld Hill.']

V , As War; Refugees-

i '  Civil w ar in Japan b6r 
tween the supporters of the 
Tokugawa ' Shogunate ;< And 
the followers of .Em peror 
Meiji who favored central;) 
}zed imperial power (had, a 
direct bearing • upon'- /the] 
coming ‘ of this_4 pioneer 
(party, y-1 -: •“  f c l l p l
k Katamori Matsudalra, last 
¡of the feudal lords of Aizu 
Wakamatsu, and a  number 
of other ruling clans sided 
with Tokugawa and had 
‘suffered a  crushing, defeat.;

Chaos reigned for ». time

I its scenic and topograph!-- settlers sold most of their ; ing 'state in  the United hardship, suffered by  th e ,;
leal similarity to  their Jap- valuables and belongings to : States and the greatest ag- Japanese . settlers and the
aricse homeland dr because - ward off hunger while pa- ricultural - region sad and lonely life of ‘ Okei- -;
many e a r  1 y  settlers there .tlently w aiting ' for t  h e i r  - ^ or ' • - 1 • ( -  - i «-x - san>> « ¿ g  m  v ery : beauti- 1

leader who never retu rned .. , People, from' many com; r j  ^ .j je r  kimono. He point- <- 
Ultimately, each was 'com -; muniUes of California,- location of the :
polled to  go his own way. , the;westentt,states, a n d , e v e n , » , , ;  , .., , - ; as far away as Japan; have, ^ W ^ s n d ,  g u i d e d  the
; I  Only Two Remain htnade ,pilgrimage W f f o l d  ; searchers to  O kels grave-

v»**v,w , B P P B P_ ' Some were able to  return Hill to  pay homage and to
Were samurai followers of to Japan and others moved meditate _ a t  Okel’s grave in 
Lord Matsudaira. , , , elsewhere where employ-,; its humble surroundings.^!! ^

t  - .y t ; ’ ; m eat was more promising. F«5 n _ -.1 ,; i f  k iiiil overlook-;| |  Four women, inc luding , , ‘ >-m ” >p oi a:nui overiooia,.
nursemaid O kei,Ito  of they From every indication,. lnf> ™ eqity  of Aizu W aka-,;^ jy  localcom m ittee co n -, 
Schnell family (were w ith’ only Matsunosuke Sakurm .i;'11?'4®11’ ’ ®  ̂ -sisting. of .Mrs. Sayre,; Mr.;
the pioneer party .’?!' ; a. samurai,\ and Okei, the 'with1'  'idW vticalj;ra,ve-,^yjiskatanl,George Oki and;

4 ‘ nursemaid, remained behind - stone was erected and deda- . yjis w riter are in the p ro - :
The settlers, arriving in a t ; Gold H ill, where they . sated to the memory of the Cess of formulating plans to  

San Francisco,, proceeded to  were befnended and em-i younS Japanese girl, y Okei;'* register;*; the h Waktunatsq ' 
Sacramento I?y,; riverboat ployed bv the early pioneer! in 1958- This site is senU- vTea and.^Uk b ’arm Colony

were from Holland o r Ger­
many as was SchneU,

|  Much of the group was ; 
made of farm ers and those 
in the trades, but several

site. Thus' the;W akam atsu '1 
Tea and Silk Farm  Colony- 
was rediscovered. jsSBii v-r!

Site Registry Sought .'.;>y

and wagon-trained to  Pine- family , o f , Francis, .Veer-; 
ervilie and Gold Hill, where jy a  descendants are-

: Schnell : i  had . arranged to , ; ^  ^  found In the Gold Hill-1

mentally ¡called ‘'GoldjHill''. -M  a mst^fical site with the
(  Ckei’ has become a lègend : ' ®“ ches„ „a" d .

,• ’v „  aorBà fn r  t h e --------" " ------- ■ — and folklore .Japans Her
“ Coloma area where they arç 8tory of youth, pride/'- hard- ïornia . ,

! rhülMrry : tr e e s ^ 'fo r " - silk b“ S- : , breaks was made into a- perpetuate .the,Okei grave-
i farming, large quantity of . Okei is said to have died ' Japanese, W t » »v 83 a  tribute to the peo-

bamboo; roots for-food and(.of-fever a t  the age of 19 in i™ 1? ©f .» e ^ p le  of, this farm, colony and
'c r a f t  industry, 'te a  seeds, - the spring of 1871 and. was :fP»orm>"^and also in to ^ p o p ^  td  all other .Japanese plo- 

wax tree stocks, grapë sted- buried a t the. knoll which, sonS ; called ^  Okei s js under /j.serious
! lings and 'p ther varieties of she .frequently climbed to  ( ^ “pa^SSLi .̂ !• .v«, - study. '¡.-Hi* ' •(

plants and" seeds, of . t h e i r ; ,  watch the setting sun and i ( . Rediscovery .of.Site . ' ' . !.. Centennial V 'commemora-
I native land.' . , V ; fe gaze in the direction of her ; ; , -■ • „ r «htim» is««» wilt he souirht of
IM  P M B ai i t'i,homeland'-'■ H er ''headstone \ ' ». Thia.brfcf ,history Of.
ç ;Lack of Water. ,. , tVfreada ^  m  Japanese and 'Organized settlers .trom ;,Îa.- T® j " . F?*“ 

th e i r ‘ in English,-.«In'Memory of . -pan 'and ; bb th to / t e a
19

. ;,Immedia;tely upon -----  .
arrival,.: the' settlers built Okei, died 1871, ; aged 
their ■ homes -and • planted years. (A Japanese Girl), 
their crops on land Puf '  Matsunosuke S a k u r a i  
chased ; from Charles , faithfully' s e rv e d  the Veer-

silk farm coldm? a t ; , . G o l d ; ^ ;i?f  tke , coming of the 
Hill tvai inade -possible' only tT ak am a tsu  , pioneers; to , 
th rough,'  painstaking |  and j*
time -'-- consuming- re se a rc k ^ .(^ |p ng .^e ; ^fameviline of 

G ranen. For a  whUe.it .of the

rewarded for thedr, deteran-, aQIW jjes a t rest in the Vine} ( - 
nation and •. many sacrifices. % yard Cemetery a t  Coloma, I

farm  is bring given h ighest. 
consideration for,; Coloma’avaiu u m e u u .  tu. uuiuiiu, «*. - The very existence o f ^ ^ t h i s j  . . . .     -

However, combination of J h e historical site of Mar- ; colony became'‘lost with its ;1969. annual celebration. . ^ - 
d ry j’.çlimate, '.Ç r^i.V 'pW d,(¿cid':-discovery andl tragiq ending .and w a s . n ^ t ^ i à ' ¿ ¿ h o f . u n d e r - 1;
scarcity cif irrigation water, a  miles from Gold Hill. Rediscovered; -until ’-a f t  e r  takings, participation and ; 
lack of fimds and failure o f  ¡ 'V  . ;  . .  World^ W ar IÎ, ' ( ' 1; v : ; assistance, is being sought '
f i n a n c i a l  asBistance; as ' .Wôrfc Carried On ; ( . r  ,, ..-r from the neiehborine chatt-
prqmtoed from of the Japanese Ameri- \

â s  ttanP t w  y e S s  ; ' BU T e i aatf 3ilk ^ - "  nese giri, who died in the ^  g  :
■leâ3;.tha“  ' . ..i ny was Shortlived and suf-. GoId R ^ h  parfod, was bur- „Northeril Caiifornla - Weet-
,f With', the end in  sight,/ fered its. tjciagic, endmg, i t  jed District-. Coun- v
1 Schiietl left the colony w ith ' signaled th é  looming of Jap-; • ,. j  r-.:';;. |  -J. ./..('cil, local ¡Japanese American ...
his I Japanese wife and two anese pioneers ,to America ■ Finaliy-avsearc-li Was nh-» organizations, - citizens, and i 
yoim^ ¡'daughters' - with1 à s -’I and thé b a n n in g  of their, dertaken' by ^several. Sacra-,,historical,societies, of .Colo-' 
surances to . the ; colonists notable ' contribution to  the mentans, and through coin- m a and E l Dorado County, 
0ia{ h e ’w ouli returh w ith /:ag r icu ltu ra l |  industry : o f  cidence, th» .:fir^ >̂ é(ion' are inter- ]
needed'money, but he failed California, r- J ■'r - ' ■ be.interviewed w a s . the 82-. ' ested.’in : paying honor and
to  do: th is;an d  thus  aban-. v M any.-descendants .a re  yeaf-t>ld' Henry Veerkamp, .tribute to  these “Mayflow-j 
dotted' his Japanese follow-] ta rry ing ’ on; th e  work of ' son of the settlers who be- er” pioneen of the Pacific 
era tb ,th e ir  own fate i n-a  the ir pioneer forebearera friended th e  ,young, -Japa-. who sailed the ocean east- 
strange and often hostilei’ with the same devotion, de- nese girl and yho .w as one ward to  reach 'th e  western 
land. , termination and skill, which: year older than Okei. , < 1 shores of the United States

As dictated by necessity helped to  make California In  recalling the past, Hen- and to  all others who were 
and self t preservation, the the most productive farm - ry  V ^ k a p ip  spoka o f the to  follow in their footstep».



dally.

The Japanese pioneers * 
have left their handprints : 
in the teeming,, valleys 1 
throughout .the lengUiJ.and 
breadth of California ; and 5. 
other parts of th e  western 
United' States. JWith ' pa- , 
tience and industry, , t h e y  ’ 
cleared, leveled S and .irri- : 
gated the land.and brought ;

¡ crops to bear’ in soil, which k 
■had previously *'Tamaihed" i  
fidie,or had been pu tito  
! ited use for pasturage and \
! grazing. '■ * i * c; if- V.M

I t  was on this M ay\27,.‘, 
1869, tha t a small gròup of |  
proud and determined Jap- ■ 
anese arrived a t t h r  Port |  
of ¡San Francisco aboard * 
the sidewheeler, S. S. Chi- > 
na, owned by the Pacific 
Mail Steamship Co.; ' ■. ;

The part of Japan, they 1 
left behind was Aizu Waka- T 
matsu,' located in the north- Ì 
west section of what is now j 
Fukushimà Prefecture, and > 
those early pioneers .were1;, 
to  become known as, the i 
W akamatsu Tea and. Silk1’ 
Farm Colony, of Gold Hill. |

As War Refugees a ®

Civil war in Japan b é - t 
tween the Supporters of .the 
Tokugawa ■ Shogunate and 
the followers 1 of ; Emperor : 
Meiji who favored central- i 
ized imperial power h a d  a 
direct bearing • upon» ¿he ', 
coming of „ this., pioneer 
party .

! Katamori Matsudaira, last , 
i of the feudal lords of Ai£u : 
Wakamatsu, and a num ber, 
of other rilling clans sided 
with Tokugawa and had ; 
suffered a crushing, defeat.

Chaos reigned for a ,t im e , 
¡in Japan and there was,gen-1 
nine fear for life and. prop-* :, 
erty among the l o s e r s ^ - - t

Eduard Scimeli,1 a  trader ;ji 
of Dutch or German descent ' 
‘and a  confidant of the Lord ,■ 
of Aizu Wakamatsu for a 
number of years, sold arms ' 
to the clan and had chosen if 
a daughter of a  samurai as 
his wife. Either a t  the sug- 
gestion of' H err, Scimeli or ; 
to prepare. for a . possible i 
sanctuary if it  became nec- f 
essary to flee the homeland, s 

:Lord Matsudaira* m a d e  j 
plans for the firs t organized * 
‘emigration to  the United - 
States and brought into ex-1 

■ istence the ■ ill-fated ; and [
! short-lived Wakamatsu' Tea ' 
i  and Silk Farm Colony, pf j. 
1 Gold.Hill. - f .

Vanguard of 40 v ’:**.

1 Between 35 and 40 per- i 
sons under leadership ? of ' 
Schnell constituted th e 'v an -) 
guard of w hat was to  have ( 

;been thè first : of several ! 
¡contingents. |HJ '  jS-a

V Gold 'Hill of E l Dorado 
County may have been se­
lected for th is colony for,

Lord Matsudaira.

. * Four women, including 
nursemaid Okei. Ito  of the 
Schnell family, ■'were with 
the pioneer party. > ; ‘ ■

S 8  The settlers, arriving in' 
San Francisco, .proceeded to 
Sacramento by, riverboat 
and'wagon-trained to  Plac- 
1erville and Gold Hill, where 
Schnell ’ had arranged. ', jto . 
purchase 600, acres for .the 
farm; colony.- With them 
came 50,000.'three-year-old 
mulberry'” ; frees’’- foir .j^silk 
farming, large? quantity ; of 
bamboo, roots.for.food and-, 
c raft industry, tea seeds, 
wax; tree stocks, grape seed­
lings and other varieties of 
plants and seeds of . t h e i r  
native la n d / V ' :

Lack of Water . • ...

¡ Immediately upon '  their 
arrival,; the' settlers / built 
their, hom es; -and ' planted 
their crops on land' pur­
chased from Charles M. 
Graner, For a  while i t  ap- . 
peared th a t they would be 
rewarded. for. their determi­
nation and many sacrifices,
. ' However, Combination of 
d ry c l im a te , ,of 1J19 .area,, 
scarcity of irrigation water, 
lack of funds and failure of 
f i n a n c i a l  assistance as 
promised from Japan doom­
ed the- pioneer project in 
less than two years. M ’ '

1 W^th? the end in ' sight, 
Schnell left the colony with 
his Japanese wife and, two, 
young daughters with as­
surances t o t h e  colonists 
th a t he would return w i t h  

1 needed money, but he failed; 
to  do; th is , and., thus aban-, 

. doned his Japanese follow-, 
era, to . their own fate in- a 
strange and :: often hostile 
land. |
f Ad ' dictated by necessity 

f and self * preservation, -the

elsewhere where , employ­
ment was more promising. '

From every , indication, j  
only i  Matsunosuke Sakurai, ; 
a  samurai,\ and Okei, the 
nursemaid, remained behind f 
a t  ' Gold, H ill. where they i 
were . befriended and em- i 
ployed by the early pioneer, 
family , of (S Francis /• ,Veér-, 
kam p.. His descendants are i 

■ito; be found in the Gold Hill-' 
Coloma area where they are j 
engaged in .farm ing fn d ; 

-business.— ’'

. Okei is* said to nave died j 
of-fever a t the age of 19 in * 
the spring of 1871 and.w as. 

; buried at, the, knoll which,; 
she frequently climbed t o . 
watch the setting sun and ; 
gaze in the direction of h e r ' 
homeland. ' H er ’headstone; 
reads, both in Japanese and 
in English, “In Memory of 
Okei, died 1871, /aged 19 
years?'(A  Japanese Girl)?”

Matsunosuke. S a k u r a i :  
, faithfully” served the Veèr- ; 
1 kainp family until his death \ 
ion F ebl'25 , 1891, and he, 
: now lies a t rest in the Vine-; ; 
- yard Cemetery a t  Colama, ; 
¡.the historical site of Mar- 
• shall'S -.gold • discovery ■ an d . 
. a  few miles 'from Gold Hill. <

1 ¡,'tlVMWôrfc -Carried On

“A lthough'¡the Wakamat-; 
! ? su  .Tèà,;,and Silk' Farm  Colo­

ny was'ShottUved and suf-i 
fered its,' tragic ending, ; it  
signaled tnèxom ing of Jap-; 
anese pioneers to  America' 
a n d 'thé ' beginning of their 

, notable ' contribution to  the 
agricultural |  industry ' ‘of( 
California.

Many. 1 1 descendants are 
carrying on; the work o f 

, their pioneer f  orebearere 
with the same devotion, de­
termination and skill, which 

! helped to  • make California 
the m ort -lproductive farm -

its huniBle surroundings. É  was rediscovered^

> On'top of a  hill overlook- 
ing the $ity of Aizq Waka-: 
matsu? a beautiful memor­
ial1''"With' identical“1' grave-, 
stone was erected and dedi-; 
cated to .the memory of the ' 
young Japanese girl, Okei,* 
in 1958. This site is senti-' 
mentally called /'G old Hill’’.

■ Okei has become a legend 
and folklore-in* Japan .' Her 
story of youth, pride, hard-, 
ships, loneliness,' and hearth 
breaks was made : Into £ a 
Japanese movieTwith’;th e  
title. ,01. “Flower » of th e ’,

. Storm'.’ and also into a pop-; 
iular ' song '< called; . “Okei'sV 
'Lullaby”. ;,

, . Rediscovery .of .Site . ",

This, brief history of tfie^ 
organized settlers from' J a - , 
pan**, and of> th e ir- tea and 
siile ; farm  coldnji ; at; ,GcJdr; 
Hill 'Was inade possible only '  
through; painstaking and ' 
time - - consuming- research!1 

. undertaken by,'Mis. .Fern ft“ * 
Sayre and Soichi Nakatani, 
of;* Sabrafnehtdl $ $ ¿ 0
* The, v?ry existence’of th is; 
colony became'lost with Its 
tragic, ending .and was,nqfc 
Rediscovered - -until a f t e r  

, World .War jfc j  M  | |  * ’

; ! Unquieted - rumors per«; 
sisted. th a t a  'young1 Japa­
nese girl, who died in the 
Gold Rush period, was bur-1 
led a t Gold*' Hiifci; afe •. i  ìjjè  .f 

• .► . ‘ /'ll
- Fmally a .searCh ym* ùh-* 
dertaken' by 'several- Sacra- 
mentans, and through coin­
cidence, the firsft ' person ¡to 

. be.interviewed was,.the 82-; 
year-old Henry Veerkamp,

' son of the settlers who be- 
. friended, this. ̂  young  ̂J  apa-. 
nese girl and ■ yho, waq one, 
year older than Okei.' V |v  
. In  recalling the past, Hen-; 
ry  Vqetkamp spokst oft the

Site Registry Sought;' |

> A local committee con- i  
•sisting, of ,M rs. Sayre, Mr..;- 
H aka tan i,, .George |  Oki and ;< 
-this writer are in, the pro­
cess of formulating plans to 
register?■ ; the ’ Wakamatsu

.T ea and,-Silk Farm  Colony 1  
as a  historical site w ith the 1 

, Diyision' 'o f Beaches and. ;■
1 Parks,. of the. State of Cali-. ?. 
: fomia.? i—”*’; i;
™ ^ ro jec t to  ^ a u t l i y  and ^  

perpetuate .the,Okei grave- ; 
; site as a  tribute to  the peo* ;' 
i, pie of this farm, colony and v 

to  all o th e r . Japanese pio- •* 
1.neers.,;| is , \mder „¿.serious?? 
¡-jstudyvï,-; ? 1

> Centennial ^commémora-: l  
"tlmL.issua.will be sought of ? 
; the U. S  Post' Office De* 1

partííen t -in lS69,'-the 100 th  
year of the coming of the ¡ 
•Wakamatsu ■ ' pioneers ' to , 
„Gold .Hill, '  I

; j  - Alóng.,fth q , samé I line of ; 
thought, o the. theme, of the - 
first and only tea ; and silk ; 
farm is 'b ring  given highest ? 
consideration fori? Coloma’a ;
' J.969 annual' celebration. 1 1 ¡I

»■*In ' each • o f, thesé Í  under* -, 
takings, “ participation and ¡ 
assistance.. is being sough t,) 

.from the neighboring chap- 1 
ters of the Japanese Ameri- j  
can Citizens League and its  ' 
Northern California -. West* ¡ 
ern Nevada District; Cotm- 
cil, local Japanese American: 
organizations* • - citlsens and 
historical.societies, of Colo*? 
m a and E l Dorado County?;;; 

\and' others who are inter* ’ 
' ested .'.inpaying honor and ! 
tribute - to  ü ie se : “Mayflow* ¿ 
eri.’ pioneers of the Pacific* 

.who sailed .the ocean east-,; 
ward to  reach* the w estern ' 

' shores of the United States? 
■and.to all others who w ere’ 
to- followfip - their'footsteps. :

*i if

Soichi Nakatani (standing) and Mrs. Fern Sayre, both 
' of Sacramento, study material from the City of Aizu- 
V/akamatsu. ' IS a m . t m ■ ' (¿$4

E Okei*.. died
reads? "Iny memory of 

•s, a Japanese'Girl." ; ;;
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' 4 Scions of State’s Pioneer Japanese
By Almena Lomax

Four Sacramento Negroes 
and their offspring have 
been found to be the only 
known descendants in North* 
ern California, perhaps in 
the country, of the first 
Japanese settlers in America.

George and H arry Ele- 
beck, Mrs. Geraldine Mc­
Williams and Mrs. Helen 
Starnes, all of the Oak Park 
section of Sacramento, are 
the grandchildren of Kunino- 
suke Masumizu who came to 
this country in 1869 at the 
age of 20 as one of 30 mem­
bers a t the Wakamatsu Tea 
and Silk Colony.

The colony had been re­
cruited in Japan by Edward 
Schnell, a  Swiss trader, to 
grow tea and mulberry trees 
for silk production on 160 
acres purchased by Schnell 
in the Gold Rush country of 
E l Dorado County. : ;

The colonizers found the 
dry, mountainous c l i m a t e  
against them. The tea plants 
and mulberry trees they had 
brought from Japan failed 
and the colony disbanded. 
Some members returned to 
Japan.- Some moved to other 
parts of the state and coun­
try. Masumizu chose to stay, 
and at some unknown time, 
he married the daughter of a  
Blackfoot Indian woman and 
a freedman. They had three 
children, Harry, Grant and 
Clara.

H arry had one daughter 
who is now dead. Grant had 
none.

Mixed Blood i
Clara c o n t i n u e d  the 

mixed-blood s t r a i n  in th e ’ 
family by marrying the son 
of a  Welsh-German brewer 
and a woman of Choctaw In­
dian blood. It is their, four 
children who survive.

Now 66, the age at which 
his J a p a n e s e  grandfather 
died, George Elebeck, 4307 
36th st., Sacramento, remem- 
b e r s  tha t his grandfather 
o w n e d  Sacramento’s first 
f i s h m a r k e t  and that he 
served as interpreter in Sac­
ramento courtrooms for the 
Japanese who came later.

£ M a s u m i z u ,  on his own, 
V ith  no older -generation to 
guide him, became proficient 
not only in English, bu t in 

w. Spanish. jElebeck, who was 
11 when his grandfather died 
in 1915, says he looked more 
Spanish than Japanese, “un­
less you looked a t him close, 
or talked to him.”  ...i,

Masumizu, or Kuni, as he

DESCENDANTS OF PIONEER JAPANESE-CALIFORNIAN 
Mrs, Helen Starnes (grandchild), Mrs. Clara Heady (great-grandniece) and George 

Elebeck (grandson)
—AP Photo

came to be known, outlived 
both his wife and the two oth­
er members of the , colony 
who remained in thé area.

Although he was a  carpen­
ter in Japan, Kuni turned to 
farming, fishing and working 
a gold mine in Colusa. He 
later blew up the mine, in an­
ger because of the laws pro­
hibiting Orientals from own­
ing mining rights. ; .

His grandson, George, re­
calls his grandmother telling 
him the mine had a deep 
vein of gold, and he is consid­
ering legal action to regain 
control, not only of it, but of 
the remainder of his grand­
father’s property in Colusa 
County. |

Masumizu is buried in the 
Colusa cemetery. His grave 
is considered something of a 
s h r i n e '  by history-minded 
members .of the Japanese- 
American' Citizens League.
. ; Through * their 'efforts, the 

Istate ’r e c e n t l y  placed' -« 
plaque a t the original colo­
ny’s school, Gold Hill, in El 
Dorado County, marking it 
as a  state historical site.

Although aware . of their

grandfather’s racial identity, 
none of the Elebeck family 
knew of his historical signifi­
cance until his photograph 
was published in a Sacra­
mento daily d u r i n g  the 
JACL’s W a k a m a t s u  Cen­
tennial observance last year.

At first the E l e b e c k s  
thought the picture was their 
late uncle Harry, who had 
closely resembled his father. 
Then they matched it with 
family keepsakes and found 
that it was their grandfather.

Each had a picture of the 
small, dandyish-looking man 
who did look more Spanish 
than Oriental, except for his 
eyes.

The family regards itself 
as “mixed,” or Negro, taking 
the race of the mother.

T h r o u g h  the adopted 
daughter of H arry Masumi­
zu, Mrs. Juanita Wong, who 
is m arried to a Chinese, the- 
racial mixture has beencar- 

i ried even f u r t h e r .  Her 
young -son* r e g a r  d them­
selves in the .day’s idiom as 
black.
* Although the Wakamatsu 
Centennial Committee a n d  
Sacramento historian, Mrs.

Fern Sayre, c o n t i n u e d t o  
search for other descendants 
of the first Japanese set­
tlers, none was turned up. 
When the Centennial banquet 
was held, the paradox was 
of a  Negro famjly on hand 
representing the O r i e n t a l  
pioneers.

Masumizu’s marriage to  
the Negro-Indian w o m a n ,  
Carrie, began a tradition of 
inter-mingling between Ne­
groes and Japanese which 
has been closer for Negro re- 
lations than with any other of 
America’s minorities except 
the Indian, with whom the j
~ ~  AUCTIONS

N e g r o  often intermarried 
during slavery and until the 
turn of the century.

Masumizu’s granddaugh­
ter, Mrs. McWilliams, thinks 
this is because “ the Japa­
nese aren’t  as prejudiced as 

' other races.” ; • 2g y §g
She regards the Chinese as 

“very close, a one-race peo­
ple.”  Her brother, George, 
also believes that the Japa­
nese have never been as 
prejudiced ‘against Negroes 
as other groups.

However, Akiji Yoshimura 
of Colusa, a  member of the 
Wakamatsu Centennial Com­
mittee, thinks American Jap­
anese democracy originated 
in necessity. |

Second Wave
After the Wakamatsu colo­

nizing group, no more Japa­
nese came until just before 
the turn of the century. Yoshi- 
m ura’s grandfather, father 
and stepmother were in that 
group. They went first to Ha­
waii, then moved to Califor­
nia.

j  The Japanese encountered 
‘great anti-Oriental f e e l i n g  
and, few in number, they 
turned to another discrimi- 
nated-against minority, the 
Negro.

I • Traditionally,' up and down 
the Pacific Coast, they have 
lived in or on the edge of the 
Negro community, done busi­
ness In it, and even joined 
Negroes in  such civil rights 
actions as the suits to outlaw 
restrictive covenants in hous­
ing,. Negroes could always 
stay in Japanese hotels and 
ea t in Japanese cafes when 
otherwise barred.
■ However, intermarriages 
such as that of Kuni and Car­
rie ¡-Masumizu were infre­
quent, for, as Yoshimura ac­
knowledges, “ the Japanese 
pride themselves on the puri­
ty of their race, or they did 
until now — now,-everything 
is mixed.”  !
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“Many of our leaders are young; our spirit is young” Dennis 
Warren, a University of the Pacific Junior who is the Student 
Chairman of Let Us Vote, is pictured here with Eddie Le Baron, 
Mrs. Elizabeth Koontz, President of the National Association of 
Education, and television personality Joey Bishop.

Alexander the Great once had a right hand man named Antipiter. 
On one of his great expeditions, he succeeded in surrounding a 
Grecian city. Antipiter sent a messenger to talk to the city fathers, 
and he said, “Before we talk over terms; send us twenty hostages.” 
The messenger returned with this reply, “We will send you twenty 
of our men, but not one of our youth.” I have an idea that deep 
down in the hearts of Californians is a regard for our youth no 
less than was held by those Grecian people for theirs. In education, 
too, it is a matter both of rolling up our sleeves and using our 
imaginations to work out this great problem of our commonwealth.

It seems to me that California can face up to its problems. Many 
of our leaders are young; our spirit is young. The dead hand of the 
past does not weigh heavily upon us. Our innovations cause the 
whole world to sit up and take notice. I believe we can measure 
up. I have faith in the fact that we are going to measure up. And 
I have faith that the same spirit which was manifest in California 
a hundred years ago will come forth to lead us ahead in the spirit 
of the covered wagon, rather than the spirit of the bandwagon.

From: California in 1975, a speech delivered by Dr. Robert E. Bums, Presi­
dent of the College of the Pacific for the Commonwealth Club of California 
in San Francisco, September 3, 1954.

EDITOR ........................................................................................................................................ MARTHA SEFFER O'BRYON
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Refrain of rock-a-bye, heard in far away land,
Okei, just seventeen, why did she cry?
As she quietly sang the Lullaby 
Of her native land, why did she cry?
Refrain of rock-a-bye, distant clouds swept by,
In the lonely sunset, her heart searched afar,
Only in her dreams could she return home,
Toward her beloved Aizu, she watched the stars.
The song of rock-a-bye, she sang as she cried,
Gentle Okei, longing and waiting in vain,
As winter fled and spring had arrived,
For glad tidings from home, which never came.

(Interpretation of Okeis Lullaby)

For persons of Japanese ancestry, the year of 1969, will bear 
special significance in that it has all the birthright of a centennial 
year for those Japanese immigrants of long ago who chose to leave 
behind their island homes and seek their fortune, gainful employ­
ment and a new life in the United States. They had the making 
of hardy pioneers, which in fact they were. With pride, hope, in­
dustry and patience, they not only survived but successfully over­
came the many natural obstacles and man’s prejudices of their 
time and made possible a better world of today for themselves, 
their children and children’s children. Many have since gone their 
parting ways and, for those still among us, most are in their twi­
light years. In our sober moments, we give thanks for all that they 
have done and pray for their deserving reward.
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Castle, Aizu Wakamatsu, Japan

If 1969, is to be a true and meaningful centennial for our Issei 
generation, the pages in the book of time must be turned back a 
full century. Search and research undertaken must prove without 
a shadow of any doubt the timely arrival in 1869 of the Japanese 
people, not by accident or misfortune as would be the case of a 
shipwrecked sailor or fisherman or on temporary leave from Japan 
by a student, traveler or trader, but for pemanent settlement some­
where in the United States. Over the past forty years, bits of evi­
dence had been gathered and, as pieces from here and there and 
out of the past were put together, they gradually brought to light 
the Wakamatsu Tea and Silk Farm Colony of Gold Hill, El Dor­
ado County, California, and its people of a hundred years ago.

This episode of early California is little known because the 
Colony was ill-fated and short-lived. At best, the records are 
fragmentary and meager, but everything about the Colony and 
the colonists miraculously fell into its proper place. Through per­
sistence and industry on the part of a few researchers1, the story 
of the coming of the Wakamatsu colonists; their arrival at Gold 
Hill in June, 1869, and venture into farming; the abandonment of 
the farm colony and the exodus of its people; Okei and her grave, 
Matsunosuke Sakurai, and other people and events of the time 
can now be unfolded and told with exactitude as it happened.

Hereafter, new discoveries will serve to refine what is already 
known and not to establish the very existence of the Wakamatsu 
Colony and its people.

On December 9, 1966, an application was submitted by the 
writer in behalf of several sponsors2 to have the “Wakamatsu Tea 
and Silk Farm Colony of Gold Hill” recognized as an episode of 
historical significance by the Historical Landmark Advisory Com­
mittee of the Division of Beaches and Parks. The application was 
unanimously approved at the conclusion of the hearing on Decem­
ber 16, 1966, with the understanding that the plaque and monu­
ment dedication be deferred until sometime in 1969, “the 100th 
anniversary of the Colony’s founding.” At this point the biograph­
ical portion of the application may adequately serve to bring to 
the readers the story of the Wakamatsu Colony, its people and 
their brief but memorable existence:

WAKAMATSU TEA AND SILK FARM COLONY OF GOLD HILL
“The most notable contribution of the pioneer immigrants from Japan to 

the economy and industry of the State of California and the United States 
has been in the field of agriculture. With utmost patience, preserverance and 
industry, they cleaned, leveled and irrigated land and brought crops to bear 
in soil which had previously remained idle or had been put to limited use 
for pasturage and grazing.

“Japanese immigration of any consequence to the United States was in 
the late 1890s and early 1900s, and their influence upon California’s farming 
industry was in direct ratio to the number of new arrivals. However, it is 
most significant that its humble beginning was with the coming of a small 
but proud and determined group from Aizu Wakamatsu in Japan to Gold 
Hill, El Dorado County, on or about June 8, 1869, to establish a farm 
settlement, although this venture lasted less than two years and ended in 
tragedy.

“Aizu Wakamatsu, led by its last feudal lord, Katamori Matsudaira, and a 
number of other ruling clans had the misfortune of supporting Tokugawa 
Shogunate in its conflict against the followers of Emperor Meiji who favored 
centralized imperial power and had suffered a crushing defeat. Chaos reigned 
for a time in Japan, and there was genuine fear for life and property among 
the losers. Either at the suggestion of Eduard Schnell, a trader of Dutch or 
German descent and a long-time confidant of the lord of the Aizu Waka­
matsu, or to prepare for a possible sanctuary or refuge if it became necessary 
to flee the homeland, Lord Matsudaira made plans for the first organized 
emigration to the United States and brought into existence the ill-fated and 
short-lived Wakamatsu Tea and Silk Farm Colony of Gold Hill.

“Between nine to ten persons under the leadership of Eduard (John 
Henry) Schnell constituted the first vanguard of several groups of contingents. 
Sixteen more were soon to follow, and others (including Okei, nursemaid to
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Graner House which was the headquarters of the Schnell Family, 
Gold Hill, El Dorado County

the Schnell household, Matsu and Kuni) were to arrive at the Colony later. 
Gold Hill of El Dorado County may have been selected for this colonization 
for its scenic and topographical similarity to their Japanese homeland or 
because many early settlers were from Holland or Germany as was Schnell. 
Many of the colonists were farmers and those in the trades, but 
several were samurai followers of Lord Matsudaira. Six Japanese women, in­
cluding Mrs. Schnell, and four young children were with the pioneer colony. 
Two of the children were the daughters of Mr. and Mrs. Schnell, and the 
remaining two were daughters of Japanese families. The original party ar­
rived at San Francisco aboard the sidewheeler, “China”, of the Pacific Mail 
Steamship Company on May 27, 1869, proceeded to Sacramento by river- 
boat, and thence wagoned to Placerville and Gold Hill where Eduard Schnell 
had arranged to purchase 160 acres for the farm colony. With them came 
50,000 three-year old mulberry trees for silk farming, a large quantity of 
bamboo roots for food and craft industry, tea seeds, wax tree stocks, grape 
seedlings and other varieties of plants and seeds of their native land. Also, 
sizeable shipments of cuttings and plants were to be received at Gold Hill 
after initial preparations had been completed. However restrictive or limited, 
the Japanese people were now traveling between California and their home­
land of Japan in the interest of their agricultural undertaking at Gold Hill, 
El Dorado County.

IV

“Immediately upon their arrival, the settlers set out to build their homes 
and clear and plant their crops on the land purchased from Charles M. 
Graner, and for over a year it appeared that they would be rewarded for 
their determination and many sacrifices. However, combination of dry climate 
of the area, scarcity of irrigation water, lack of funds and failure of financial 
assistance to come from Japan as promised doomed the pioneer project in less 
than two years. Beset with money problems and other problems, Eduard Schnell 
left the colony with his Japanese wife and two minor daughters with as­
surance to the colbnists that he would return with much needed funds, but 
he failed to do this and thus abandoned his Japanese followers to their own 
fate in a strange and often hostile land.

“As dictated by necessity and self-preservation, the settlers sold most of 
their valuables and belongings to ward off hunger while patiently waiting for 
their leader who never returned, and ultimately each was compelled to go 
his own way. Some were able to return to Japan and others moved elsewhere 
where employment was more promising. From every indication, only Mat- 
sunosuke Sakurai, a samurai, and Okei Ito, nursemaid to the Schnell house­
hold, remained behind at Gold Hill where they were befriended and em­
ployed by the early pioneer family of Francis Veerkamp. His descendants are 
to be found in the Gold Hill-Coloma area where they are engaged in farm­
ing and business. Okei is said to have died of fever at the age of 19 in the 
spring of 1871, and was buried at the knoll of a hill which she frequently 
climbed to watch the setting sun and gaze in the direction of her homeland. 
Her headstone reads both in English and Japanese, “In Memory of Okei, 
died 1871, Aged 19 years, a Japanese Girl.” Matsunosuke Sakurai faithfully 
served the Veerkamp family until his death on February 25, 1901, and he 
now lies at rest in the Vineyard Cemetery at Coloma, the historical site of 
Marshall’s gold discovery and a few miles from Gold Hill.

“With its tragic ending, the colony soon passed into oblivion, and its very 
existence was lost and forgotten until after World War I. Unquieted rumor 
persisted that a Japanese girl, who died in the gold-rush period, was buried 
at Gold Hill near Coloma. A search was undertaken by several Sacramentans, 
and the first person they interviewed was the 75 year old Henry Veerkamp, 
son of the pioneer settlers who befriended and gave shelter and employment 
to Okei Ito and Matsunosuke Sakurai, the last of the colonists to remain at 
Gold Hill. He was a year older than the Japanese girl he knew as “Okei San” 
and, in vividly recalling the past, he told the story of the tea and silk farm, 
its Japanese pioneers and their hopes, industry, disappointments, suffering, 
hardships and ultimate abandonment of the colony. He pointed out the site 
of the settlement and the location of Okei’s grave, and thus the Wakamatsu 
Tea and Silk Farm Colony was rediscovered.”

Understandably, 1969 will be a climactic year for those who 
had indulged in time-consuming and painstaking research on the 
Wakamatsu Colony and for others who have come to love this 
phase of California’s early history. For them it has been one of 
constant vigil to keep the delicate story of the first immigrant group
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Keyaki Tree. Only known thing to have survived the abandonment 
of the Colony. The tree is next to the Graner House.

VI

View of the Okeis Graveside from 
Gold Trail Union Grammer school, Coloma, California

from Japan of a century ago from again fading away and passing 
into oblivion. Over the years, not all words were kind or compli­
mentary on the subject of this writing, and it was looked upon as 
“much ado about nothing.” In recent times and noticeably within 
the last several months, more persons concerned with or interested 
in the heritage of the Japanese people of America have come to 
the realization that with the dawn of 1969 will come the Centen­
nial Year not only for the early pioneers of the ill-fated WakamaUu 
Tea and Silk Farm Colony of Gold Hill, El Dorado County, but 
for all Japanese who chose to make some place in America their 
home. The last paragraph of the Historical Landmark application 
sincerely expressed the minds and hearts of its sponsors and may 
imbue the readers with the same sense of spiritual tribute for the 
people of Wakamatsu Colony and their dramtic but short-lived 
venture and others who took leave of Japan a few years later and 
made possible, through hope, pride, patience and industry, our 
world of today:

“Although the Wakamatsu Tea and Silk Farm Colony was short-lived and 
suffered its tragic ending, it signaled the coming of Japanese pioneers to 
America and the beginning of their notable contribution of the agricultural 
industry of California. During the past three-quarters of the century, they 
have left their marks in the teeming valleys throughout the length and 
breadth of this great State. Many descendants are carrying on the work of 
their pioneer forebears with the same devotion, determination and skill which 
helped to make California the most productive farming state in the United 
States and the greatest agricultural region in the world. Thus, it is befitting 
that the land which was once the Wakamatsu Tea and Silk Farm Colony 
be historically recognized as the site of (a) the only silk and tea farm in this 
State and (b) the first venture into agriculture by Japanese immigrants in 
the United States and (c) where the important participation of the pioneers 
from Japan to California’s agriculture had its beginning.”
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The Gold Trails Union Grammer school, viewed from Okeis 
grave, will be the site of the dedication of the Historical Land­
mark Plaque in June of 1969.

Two major events are now being scheduled and planned for 1969 
on the theme of the “Centennial Year.” There undoubtedly will be 
announcement of others. Coloma-Lotus Boosters Club sponsors of 
the annual Gold Discovery Celebration at Coloma Gold Discovery 
State Park, El Dorado County, has dedicated the 1969 celebration 
in tribute to the Wakamatsu Colonists of Gold Hill and in honor 
of all Japanese people of America on the occasion of their one- 
hundredth anniversary. Coinciding as closely as possible to the day 
John Marshall discovered gold at Sutter’s sawmill, 1969 celebration 
will take place on Saturday and Sunday, January 25 and 26, with 
emphasis on the latter. Five Japanese American communities, repre­
sented by Stockton, Marysville, Placer County, Florin and Sacra­
mento JACL Chapters, will marshal their talents and resources to
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bring a bit of history of the Japanese people of America, their 
culture and other subjects of interest. The story of the Wakamatsu 
Tea and Silk Farm Colony and the hopes and tribulations of its 
people, girl “Okei” and her lonely grave at Gold Hill, other immi­
grants from Japan to follow, contribution of the Japanese people to 
California’s agriculture and general growth, the other matters rep­
resentative of the life of the Japanese people will be told by means 
of displays and exhibits. Other active participations will be bonsai 
and flower arrangement demonstration and displays, doll displays 
and accompanying lecture, kendo and judo exhibitions, Japanese 
cookery, pamphlets on Japanese culture and values, music and 
dancing.

The deferred dedication of the Historical Landmark Plaque in 
recognition of the Wakamatsu Tea and Silk Farm Colony of Gold 
Hill as an important episode in California’s early history will take 
place on a day yet to be announced in June 1969. Other comple­
mentary activities and events are being discussed and planned, 
and Northern California—Western Nevada District Council will 
oversee the programing and financing in behalf of all sponsors. 
Gold Trails Grammar School, which is part of what was once the 
Wakamatsu Colony Farm, has been tentatively approved and 
selected for the placement of the Historical Monument. Dedication 
will have civic and religious overtone and may be followed by 
appropriate social and festival program and activities.

People of Japan, and in particular the City of Aizu Wakamatsu, 
have long revered the legendary story of the Japanese pioneers 
of a century ago to Gold Hill, El Dorado County, and are said to 
be moving ahead with plans to commemorate 1969 as the Centen­
nial Year in honor of the Japanese people of America. A memorial 
was dedicated in 1957 to the girl “Okei” and others of her Waka­
matsu Colony at a site known as “Gold Hill” located on a plateau 
of the mountain overlooking the City of Aizu Wakamatsu. The 
monument is a replica of Okei’s gravestone at Gold Hill, El Dorado 
County.

Aizu Wakamatsu is the home of “Byakkotai,” the legendary boy 
warriors of the civil war which spawned the Wakamatsu Colony 
of Gold Hill, and the girl “Okei” now has been given an immortal 
place in the hearts of its people. Almost total destruction was in­
flicted upon the community in the civil war, and, therefore, no 
source material remained to enable its historians to tell the story
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English inscription of Okei’s gravestone placed at Okei’s grave 
by Matsuaosuke Sakurai about 10 years later. Fence has been 
there from the time of its rediscovery in 1924 or 1925.

X

Replica of Okeis gravestone at Gold Hill of 
Aizu Wakamatsu, lapan. Dedicated in 1960.
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Aizw Wakamatsu is the home of “Byakkotai,” the legendary boy 
warriors of the civil war which spawned the Wakamatsu Colony 
of Gold Hill, and the girl “Okei” now has been given an immortal 
place in the hearts of its people.
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about the Wakamatsu Colony at a place called Gold Hill in distant 
America. The history of their own people who ventured forth in 
1869 has now been enriched by such records, documents, reprints 
and other pertinent matters recently contributed by local research­
ers. History belongs to everyone. Our historians were pleased to 
share their knowledge with the community of Aizu Wakamatsu.

The history of the Japanese people of America has had its be­
ginning, however humble and of short duration, with the arrival of 
the Wakamatsu Colonists at Gold Hill in June, 1869. Our heritage 
goes back to these early pioneers and others who were soon to fol­
low and give so much of themselves to their adopted country. Wise 
and timely advice has been given by persons in positions of 
knowledge and authority to the effect that 1969 is about to pre­
sent a “golden” opportunity of a lifetime, and only fools would 
permit the year to slip by without doing something both meaning­
ful and deserving. They warn that the next centennial year is a 
full century away. With a little reminder and ado, every one with 
a feeling for those people of early California could give remem­
brance or observance, each in his or her own way, during the same 
June weekend to be assigned for the Historical Landmark Plaque 
Dedication at Gold Hill, El Dorado County, California. Thus, by 
so doing, we shall spiritually help to make the year of 1969 a simple 
but a memorable Centennial Year in honor of the pioneers of 
America from Japan of the past one hundred years.

1 Bunjiro Takeda, former Sacramentan
Tsuyoshi (Ki) Kimura, author of “Meiji Reconstruction”, Tokyo
Soichi Nakatani, Sacramento
Sajima Furukawa, Aizu Wakamatsu
Fern R. Sayre, Sacramento
Henry Taketa, Sacramento

2 Coloma-Lotus Boosters Club
El Dorado County Orical Society 
John B. Hassler, Coloma 
Japanese American Citizens League

Northern California and Western Nevada District 
Japanese American Citizens League chapter of Florin, Marysville, Placer 

County, Sacramento and Stockton 
Soichi Nakatani, Sacramento 
George Oki, Sacramento 
Fern R. Sayre, Sacramento 
Muneichi Yamasaki, Auburn 
Henry Taketa, Sacramento
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PEOPLE OF THE WAKAMATSU COLONY 
The writer is now privileged to present to the readers personal 

statistics of the twenty-six persons who composed the Wakamatsu 
Tea and Silk Farm Colony of Gold Hill as of June 1, 1870. The 
1870 Census was discovered in September of this year and with it 
their names, family status and other data. The report classifies the 
grouping as “Japanese Colony” and notes that Mr. Schnell provided 
the details. The names of Okei, Matsunosuke Sakurai and Kun-
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inosuke Masumizu, the three persons already known to the re­
searchers, do not appear on the census roll and, in the light of 
events which took place subsequently, the only conclusion to be 
drawn is that they arrived shortly after the census month of June 
1870. It is also interesting to note that the census reveals the 
birth of Frances and Mary, infant daughters of Mr. Schnell and 
his Japanese wife, as having taken place in California. American 
birth of Frances appears to be somewhat questionable but that of
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tn e  w»Kamatsu c o lo n y  o f  G old H i l l ,  El Dorado C ounty, 
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Mary, who was born in April 1870, is beyond any doubt. Could 
they be our first born?

Federal 1870 Census Total of the Japanese people of the United 
States as compiled by JACL Issei Story shows that there were 
fifty-five Japanese people in the United States (excluding Hawaii 
and Alaska), and of this number, thirty-three were in the State of 
California and twenty-two in El Dorado County. Recent discovery 
corresponds to the Federal reports in that as of June 1870. \J



Henry Taketa and his wife, Sally, planning 
the celebration in Coloma, California.

AUTHOR’S NOTE:
Although the Wakamatsu Colony and its colonists were the principals in 

this episode of California’s Early West, others were to have vital roles as 
their neighbors, friends and benefactors and in conserving and perpetuating 
their history over the last one hundred years. Without these people, the 
story of the early Japanese settlers could have become forgotten as being 
just another of many events or incidents of very little significance. However, 
because the connecting links were provided by them, we are now able to 
tell the story of the Wakamatsu colonists as to how it happened and when 
it happened.

Mr. and Mrs. Francis Veerkamp, neighbors to the colony, befriended and 
gave employment to Okei and Matsu, the only two who stayed behind at 
Gold Hill after its abandonment, and provided for the burial of the young 
Japanese girl on a knoll of a hill which was a part of the colony farm. Matsu 
continued to reside with the pioneer Veerkamps and their decendants until 
his death in 1901, and the latter arranged his final resting place at Coloma’s 
Vineyard Cemetery. It is said that Mr. and Mrs. Veerkamp had given per­
mission for the burial of an infant child of a Japanese couple, who were re­
turning to Japan, next to Okei. It fell upon Henry Veerkamp, the eldest son, 
to reveal and tell the story of the colony, its people and the Japanese girl 
he remembered as “Okei-San” after a lapse of more than fifty years.

With its rediscovery, Okei’s grave has become a spiritual memorial to the 
early pioneers from Japan with their hopes, determination, industry, patience, 
suffering and frequent tragedies. For more than forty years, first with Henry 
Veerkamp and more recently with Malcolm L. Veerkamp, uncounted thous­
ands of Japanese people from near and far places have been privileged to 
make pilgrimage to Okei’s grave. Other Veerkamp descendants have shown 
utmost understanding of the impact which the episode of the Wakamatsu 
Colony has had on the Japanese people here and abroad. In their own quiet 
and dignified ways, the Veerkamps of the past were, and those of the present 
are also, a part of the people and events which have given to us the story 
of the Japanese pioneers of early California.

As the year of 1969 approaches and with it the Centennial Year for the 
Japanese people of America, I dedicate my brief article in recognition of the 
latent but kindly participation by the pioneer Veerkamps and many of their 
descendents in the history of the Wakamatsu Tea and Silk Farm Colony of 
Gold Hill of a century ago and the courtesies of many years which they have 
extended to the Japanese people for visitation and pilgrimage to Okei’s grave.

Henry Taketa

XVI

In 1930, Dr. Ki Kimura 

came from Japan and 

talked to Mr. H e n r  y 

Veerkamp at his ranch 

at Gold Hill, California. 

Mr. Veerkamp was then 

82 years old. He told Dr. 

Kimura t h a t  “Okei-San 

was a nice girl and when 

she wore her Japanese 

kimono she was really 

beautiful.” T h i s  photo, 

taken of Mr. Veerkamp 

about this time, is part 

of the Okei collection of 

Mr. Henry Taketa.
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To all our Pioneer Issei.



Dear Friends:

1969 is the Centennial Year of the arrival of the first organized 
group of immigrants from Japan to the United States. The 

story of the Wakamatsu Tea and Silk Colony to Gold Hill in 
El Dorado County, California, is an essential part of 

that history, for it was this first group.

The legend of the Japanese maiden, Okei-san, who lies buried 
within view of the site where the Wakamatsu Colony 

Monument will stand, adds a nostalgic and reverent touch
to this century old episode.

Appropriately, the State of California has established this site 
as a historical landmark, and Governor Ronald Reagan has 

issued a Proclamation in recognition of California being the 
destination of this first group of people from Japan.

In keeping with the Resolution adopted at our 20th Biennial 
National Convention this past year designating 1969 as the 

Centennial of Japanese Immigration to the United States, the 
Japanese American Citizens League is proud to play a role in 

this observance. We are gratified that this celebration takes 
place in a period of unparalleled good-will between the United 

States and Japan, and pray that it will remain ever so.

We salute the pioneer immigrants of the Wakamatsu Colony 
in this first official event of this Centennial year. Similar 

observances will take place in many other communities 
throughout this land where immigrants from Japan and their 

offspring have made significant contributions to American life.

Sincerely yours,

Jerry J. Enomoto
National President
Japanese American Citizens League



1869-1969
Wakamatsu

Colons
Centennial
On December 16, 1966, the State of California, through its 

Historical Landmarks Advisory Committee in the Division of 
Beaches and Parks, recognized the “Wakamatsu Tea and Silk 

Farm Colony” as an episode of historical significance. The 
Landmark Registration of the Colony site was approved with 

dedication of the plaque and monument deferred until the
centennial year of 1969.

In 1968, the Japanese American Citizens League at its 
20th Biennial National Convention in San Jose adopted a 

resolution designating 1969 as the “Centennial Year of 
Immigration by the Japanese to America.”

More recently, the California State Legislature and Governor 
Ronald Reagan, by resolution and proclamation, have officially 

recognized and approved the Japanese Immigration
Centennial Observance.



INTRODUCTION —

For this 100th anniversary of the first concerted migration 
from Japan to North America, a uniquely appropriate symbol 

demands our attention, a figure cloaked in just enough 
mystery that she can represent all who came after her.

Her name was Okei and she stepped so briefly onto the pages of 
history we can only guess at many of the things which touched 

her. But she was mortal and caught in the mesh of great 
events, so we can say some things of Okei with assurance.

Her name was given as Okei Ito, but Ito, a common designation 
for the family seamstress, smacks of clerical necessity. Without 

a patronym, she would be one of the commoners, very likely in 
view of her position. She was nursemaid to the Samurai 

daughter who was the wife of Dutch fortune hunter John 
Henry Schnell, assisting with the care of the couple’s two 

daughters and other family chores.

Schnell had been a long-time confidant and adviser to the 
Lord Katamori Matsudaira of Aizu Wakamatsu in Iwashiro 

Kuni (modern Fukushima Ken). This thread of connection 
precipitated Okei from obscurity into her moment on the stage.

It began, as many great events did, with the screams of warriors 
and castles burning in the night. Lord Matsudaira supported the 

Tokugawa Shogunate in the civil war started by followers of the 
Emperor Meiji. The Emperor, consolidating his autocratic

powers, triumphed.

In feudal Japan, Lord Matsudaira and his high-born supporters 
had few choices. Two were obvious: fall upon their swords 

in the honorable death of seppuku. . .  or flee. It is not surprising 
that the new world beckoned many of the vanquished.

Schnell, sent off to make plans for the first organized emigration 
of Japanese to the United States, went to California. There

were no more than ten in his party, mostly farmers and 
tradesmen, but with a few Samurai. Sixteen more followed, 

including Okei. They brought 300 ,000  three-year-old mulberry 
trees for silk farming, tea plants and seeds, large quantities 

of bamboo roots for food and craft industry, wax tree stocks,
grape cuttings. . .

Among the seeds which came with Okei’s party were those 
of the keaki (Zelkova serrata) which still grow in the Gold

Hill country at Coloma.

Okei died in the new land — possibly of malaria contracted 
during her party’s passage through the Sacramento delta, 

possibly of a broken heart. . .  perhaps of both. She was young 
when tragedy struck, only 19. This places her birth in 1852,  
just two years before Perry’s black ships forced the opening of 

Japanese ports. Her days went from the Year of the Rat to
the Year of the Goat ( 1 8 7 1 ) .

Okei is buried in the hills near Coloma. She was not the first 
Japanese to come to the American continent, but she was 

the first immigrant of the Wakamatsu venture to give her life
to the new land.

You can understand then, why the story of the Wakamatsu 
Tea and Silk Farm Colony is told through the eyes of her spirit 

— in imagination partly, that’s true, but with care for historical 
records and with sympathetic understanding of what that 

upheaval must have meant in the life of a young Japanese girl.

A harsh foreign tongue 
Spoke her death — still, keaki 
Blooms at Okei’s grave.

Wakamatsu



This is how we came to America, three parties of us fleeing 
the war which spread chaos through Dai Nippon in the

Year of the Dragon ( 1 8 6 8 ) .

Those of us who came in the third party brought the seeds 
of keaki. The wood of this tall tree which the western world 

calls Zelkova was esteemed by our carpenters, although some said 
it made poor planks, warping and cracking. Perhaps it was 

because keaki was not one of the goboku which we were 
forbidden to cut in our homeland; thus, our people were 

familiar with it. There was the fact, as well, that the keaki’s shy 
blossoms, barely visible among the leaves, carried the symbol

of what our lives had become.

It was the hope of those who planned our exodus to transplant 
a bit of our homeland into this strange new world. None of us 

felt we could ever return to the places of our birth.

Those were evil times. Unrest gripped our native land. It 
had been only several years since the American black ships had 

returned to force their commercial treaty upon the Shogun. 
The treaty, so it was said, was signed on a warship of the 

foreigners in Edo Bay. Many saw this as reason to overthrow 
the Lords of Edo who had ruled us since 1600, by western 

counting. A strong force banded around Emperor Meiji

, 3awnese ,

to restore the autocracy

In Aizu Wakamatsu, our Daimyo, the Lord Katamori 
Matsudaira, supported the Tokugawa against the followers

of Meiji.

One day, a great force of Meiji warriors stormed around Lake 
Inawashiro and overwhelmed Tsurugajo Castle. They burned 

everything — the shops of the sakaya,u\e fudeya and sumiya, 
the nunoya, the chashitsu. ..  they burned the boats of the 

cormorant fishermen, the poorest huts and the fine houses of 
the hatamoto, and even the castle of our Lord Matsudaira.

All was a great blaze of tall flames and smoke which blew 
toward the west full of brightness like the moon on a cloudy 

night. Our whole valley became a giant kamado with ashes 
dancing on the air like flakes of our lost gohei. Not one stone 
was left upon another, not one roof beam remained in our town.

Some of our Samuri made a stand about ten cho ( 1 2 0 0  yards) 
from the eastern gate of Aizu and permitted others to escape 

into the hills where many of us had fled earlier.

In that one day then, we of Aizu Wakamatsu became pariahs
in our homeland.



Some said this was the Fates retaliating for the Battle of 
Sekigahara in which Tokugawa Ieyasu seized power. Whatever 

it was, this battle and the others like it marked the end of 
that period lasting almost four hundred years in which our 

island kingdom had maintained its isolation from the rest of the 
civilized world. Our island sanctuary had been breached. We 

were to emerge from the time of handcraft and agriculture into 
the era of industrial revolution and world commerce.

For those of us who were refugees from Aizu, though, none of 
these facts were apparent. We were lost in the wave which swept 

everything before i t . . . ‘like the fisherman at Ise 
whose boat has gone adrift.’

That night after the battle, many pitiful cooking fires joined 
the flickering watchfires in the mountains. Rumors sped among 

us. It was said our Daimyo had died in his castle, whether in 
battle or in honorable seppuku no one could say. Others 

maintained that he had been wounded and was in hiding.

Those in the household of Schnell san wept bitterly. There was a 
story among us that Lord Matsudaira had dreamed of a 

cuckoo crying in the night — a certain death omen. And some 
said this fate had fallen upon us because we had not expelled 

the barbarians. Black looks were cast at Schnell san. But 
he had been prepared for this moment.

Some days before the battle, a messenger had brought a note 
in a split pine bough (thus it was from the Lord Matsudaira^). 
It was on gray kanyagami (official paper) and folded formally 

— so we knew it was important. My mistress ordered us that 
day to begin packing. The way we packed was significant. It 

was the packing of naibun, for those who flee in darkness. 
There were many tearful decisions — whether to take the 

lacquer karabitsu, how many robes for the children, how to

pack the scroll from the tokonoma, which outer garments 
would be best against the cold of the mountains...

We fled eastward then, across the mountains, past crude farm 
huts with mud and wattle fences. We hid by day among the 

friendly poor, sleeping often on mats over the earth floor. We 
traveled by night in rough ajiroguruma with sides of woven reeds.

All this time, terrified, I did as I was commanded. I had never 
been farther from Aizu than the hill temples. I was not yet 

eighteen years old and I believed every terrible story the 
frightened whispered to the frightened. If we stayed too long 

in the high places, it was said, we would suffer mononoke, 
possession by unfriendly spirits. Some said Oyamatsumi, the god 

of the mountains, had turned his face away from us, that we 
went against his direction and would be attacked by the 

horrible winged tengu which inhabited these regions.

There were many sakudoka, frightened mischief makers who 
spread such stories. I may have been guilty myself of some of 

this. Finally, in my terror, I retreated into my own thoughts —  
walking, riding, working. There were more things to do 

than there are weeds in a garden.

One day, we reached a place where the sea was visible. I did 
not know the place, of course, but it was said that this was 
Niigata in Echigo where Lord Matsudaira had relatives and 
friends. For a time, we remained in the hills above the sea 

looking down on the port. I thought it a strange port for there 
was no harbor, only an open roadstead broken by a river.

Here, Schnell san housed us in a great helmet-roofed farm 
building which belonged to friends. And here, he informed us 

that he was splitting the party which now numbered some 
twenty-six, counting the two children we had brought



and the six women.

The morning of departure came. Taking his wife and the 
children, Schnell san left, accompanied by some farmers and 

carpenters, and a Samurai friend. The others of us were to 
follow later. Our route was to be the same as that of the first 

party — down the river in small boats and out to a black ship
which would stop in the roadstead.

How I hated to be left behind. I should live only with 
my fears, I thought, with no one to care for, nothing to do.

As I wept, my mistress gave me a poem —  
‘Noisy insect singing in the grass,
What sorrow makes you cry out so 
When 1 bear mine in silence ?’

It was an old poem and I knew that it chided me because she 
had lost more than I. Most of her Samurai family was dead, their 

fine homes burned. The survivors, like ourselves, were hunted 
through the land. But one of her lady friends gave me another 

old poem to answer with and I sent it the day we parted —  
‘Do you know how slow the dawn can be 
When you wait alone ?’

I do not like to recall our days of waiting or the days, later, on 
the ship. The stomach sickness overtook me as it did many of my 

doshu. It felt strange to commit myself to one of these 
smoking teapots which had caused so many sleepless nights 

in my homeland. I feared the ship, yet I was hopeful. I feared 
the new land ahead, yet I dreamed if it.

For a long time after the gleaming hills of my homeland had 
vanished into the mists of the horizon, I imagined I still 

could see them. It was like visions of the Isle of Mimiraku 
Vidiere the dead are to be seen in the distance, but vanish

■■asl

if you approach too near.

The day came, finally, when we entered a narrow passage 
from the sea. Some said this passage was the Kimmon Kaikyo, 

but I saw no gate and it did not look golden — only waving
with yellow grass on the hills.

The first group of our migration had crossed the sea on a big 
side-wheeler, the “China” of the Pacific Mail Lines. This, I 

learned later. They had arrived on the 27th day of the Fifth 
Month in 1869. From San Francisco, they went by riverboat to 

Sacramento, thence by wagon to Placerville and Gold Hill.
How strange the names sounded. How difficult for us to

pronounce.
We, arriving shortly after the first group, followed the same 

course. As we went up the river, I thought how familiar the 
reed-lined watercourse would appear if it only had fishtraps 
and cormorant fishermen. There were fishermen in small boats, 

but they used long poles which waved in the air like pothooks.

At Gold Hill, Schnell san had arranged to purchase 160 acres 
(about 640 tan) . The land was to be bought from a Charles 

M. Graner. We thought the region looked much like our 
homeland. It had green trees in the hills and it was often cold 

at night. And, too, there were many families in the vicinity 
who came from the homeland of Schnell san.

Immediately upon our arrival, we set out to clear the land and 
plant our crops. Some times, the natives of the region were 

to be seen. They appeared poorer even than we. Often, the 
neighboring landowners came to look at us as we labored. They 

were booted men, women in long garments with parasols. 
Many of the men were bearded and looked like giants to 

us. The truth is, they frightened us. We did not know what



strange powers they possessed. Their tongue was harsh to our 
ears. Yet — many of these people, we learned, could be kind.

It was just the strangeness of everything.

For more than a year we worked and it appeared we would be 
rewarded for our sacrifices. But a combination of many things 

defeated us — the dry climate, scarcity of irrigation water, the 
lack of money, the failure of promised funds to arrive

from our homeland.

One day, Schnell san left us, taking his wife and daughters. 
He assured us he would return with the money we needed so 

desperately, but he failed and did not return.

We were abandoned in a strange and often hostile land. 
In that nearby collection of wretched and untidy buildings 

which our neighbors called a town, it was said they thought us 
Chinese and they had been known to kill Chinese for no

apparent reason.

Winter came and we thought we had been lost in the abode of 
Isonokami who thrives on rain. There was snow and cold. 

We sold most of our belongings to buy food while awaiting
Schnell san’s return.

When it became apparent that he would not return, our people 
began to drift away. The carpenters were the first to go. They 

were used to wandering the countryside in search of work. 
Finally, only the Samurai, Matsunoke Sakurai, and I, the 

lowly nursemaid remained. But I was ill, having contracted
the wasting fever in this place.

On those days when I felt strong enough, I climbed to a 
nearby hill and looked across the land toward the west from 

whence I had come. Homesickness was a pain in my chest... 
never again to see my friends and the familiar mountains.

This place was the abode of the dead, I thought. 
Matsu tried to rally me. “Spring renews everything,” he said.

“Wait for the spring.”

In this time, we both were befriended and employed by the 
family of Francis Veerkamp, countrymen of Schnell san and

pioneers in the land here.

When I grew certain that I would die here, I asked only that 
they bury me on the hill where I had gazed toward my homeland.

The fever was very bad then. At times, I imagined that all 
these things had never happened, that I was back in my familiar 

bed at Aizu. I could hear the children scampering about on a 
frosty morning, blessing themselves against the cold. 

I thought I heard the sunset bells and the choruses of small 
bells from the hill temples, the chanting of sutras.

Once, Matsu told me I would be like Takenouchi and live 
350 years, but it was not to be in the way he said, for this was

truly Shide no Yama for me.

In the spring, in the Fourth Month, they carried my body to 
the hill where I had requested. Over the grave, they placed a 

headstone inscribed in both English and Japanese: “In 
memory of Okei, died 1871, aged 19 years, a Japanese girl.”

Nearby, the keaki continued to grow.



EPILOGUE

These things are known —

Matsunosuke Sakurai faithfully served the Veerkamp family 
until his death on February 23, 1901. He now lies at rest in 

Vineyard Cemetery at Coloma, the historical site of John 
Marshal’s first gold discovery and a few miles from Gold Hill.

Descendants of Francis Veerkamp still live in 
the area, engaged in farming and business.

For many years, the tragic fate of the Wakamatsu Colony 
drifted into oblivion, its very existence lost and forgotten until 

after World War I. Rumors persisted, though, that a Japanese 
girl who died in the Gold Rush period was buried at Gold Hill.

Several Sacramento residents took up the search.

Perhaps they were guided by the spirit of Okei. The first 
person they interviewed was Henry Veerkamp, then 75 , son 

of the pioneers who had befriended Okei and Sakurai. 
Veerkamp was a year older than the Japanese girl he had 

known as “Okei San.” Vividly recalling the past, he retold the 
story of the Wakamatsu Colony. He pointed out the site of the 

settlement and the location of Okei’s grave.

The 1870 Census gives names, family status and other data on 
the Wakamatsu Colonists, information supplied by Schnell, 

according to the census taker’s marginal notes. The group is 
identified as “Japanese Colony,” but the names of Okei, 

Sakurai and Kuninosuke Masumizu, three already known to 
researchers, do not appear on the census rolls. A possible 

conclusion is that they did not arrive until after the census
month, June 1870.

It is interesting to note that the census records the births of

the two infant daughters of Mr. and Mrs. Schnell as having 
taken place in California. It could be explained by the Japanese 

custom of dating birth from conception. As of the census 
taking, Frances Schnell is recorded as age 2, her sister, Mary, as 

age 2 months (April birth). Either or both of the Schnell 
children could be recognized as first born of Japanese ancestry 
in America. The colony had been in existence for one full year

at the time of the census.

A Swiss “wine-maker,” And Dielbol, is listed as one of the k 
colonists. His presence may account for the importation f 

of grape cuttings from Japan. *

One of the colonists is recorded by his family name.
“Nishijawa” (Sampei) appears immediately after the 

Schnell family on the rolls. His surname, his youth (1 8  years) 
and listing ahead of the other colony males may indicate high 
caste status, perhaps a princely family. It was not until a few 

years later that commoners were required to adopt patronyms 
for the purpose of family registry in Japan.

The 1870 Federal Census total of Japanese people in the 
United States, and records compiled by the Japanese American 

Research Project sponsored by the Japanese American Citizens 
League and the University of California at Los Angeles show 55 

Japanese then in the U.S. (excluding Hawaii and Alaska). Of that 
number, 3 3 were in California, 22 in El Dorado Countv. This is 

checked by research showing as of June 1870, the Wakamatsu 
Colony of Gold Hill had 22 Japanese, including Mrs. Schnell.

Newspaper accounts of the period suggest the colonists were 
traveling, however, infrequently between Gold Hill and Japan. */ 

Because of this, there may have been other colonists whose )  
home was Gold Hill on June 1, 1870.





THE ISSEI STORY

Had she lived, growing old like the Japanese Methuselah, 
Takcnouchi, gentle Okei would be 117 years only today.
In a way, though, she is deathless, always 19, yet destined 
for faS greater age than Takenouchi’s fabled 350 years.

Hasn’t her spirit watched over the Issei and all their 
descendants ? Doesn’t it continue to watch ?

Listen to the voice of theoM f^^^SR fgr^idrnother, and 
you will hear Okei saying: “I care that our children are 
dai ichi ban. I care that we produce Erai Hito (Great M en).”

Are the descendants of the Issei not like the iris of the 
ancient poem —

‘It began its life in a swamp, unobserved —
But see how it has put forth its roots i

If you listen carefully, you may also hear many other things 
in the words of Okei, for she truly watches. . .

We came to America for many reasons: because life had 
become intolerable where we were, because there would be no 
life at all unless we fled. . .  because something beautiful 
beckoned in the new land. . .

Freedom.



For whatever reason, we came. From our tragic few of 1869, 
we grew to 3,000 in 1880, then jumped to 27 ,000  in the next 
twenty years. By 1910, we were 127,000.

We saw a place for ourselves and filled it. We fanned out

across the coastal and mountain states because there was 
backbreaking work to be done and others shunned it. We had 
skills and we entered many jobs — in the fish canneries and 
lumber industry of the Pacific Northwest, in the citrus groves 
of the Southwest, in the fertile Sacramento Valley farmlands, 
and in the railroads, the mines and waterways of the Rockies.



Everywhere we went, we watched and learned. We saw that we 
could prosper. From our meager rewards, we bought land we 
knew was valuable. Others called this land “submarginal,” but 
we had farming skills which this new land had not yet seen.

Other Americans awoke one day to see that these “submarginal” 
lands, these rocky hillsides and sandy wastelands, these swamps 
and “alder bottoms,” had been transformed somehow into 
flourishing farms.

What do the economists and historians say ?

“Much of the vast wealth and variety of the agricultural 
economy of the West can be traced directly to the industry and 
imagination of the Issei. By 1918, California’s agricultural 
income was estimated at $523 million, of which $63 million 
(more than one-tenth) was produced by the Japanese. In some 
garden crops, 80-90 percent of the State’s entire output was 
raised and marketed by the Japanese.”

Will you forgive a small bit of laughter from Okei ? How often 
the dry-boned statistic misses the mark! These were not statistics, 
these were people, individuals. These were not Japanese; 
these were Americans, and for the same reason that I am 
American : because I gave my flesh and my blood to the land.



Meet Okei, the American.
It was not done without emotions, without labor, without 
people. Their lives were shortened by inches — “Inochi ga 
chijimaru.” But they were human and they had names.

HARRY YOEMON MINAMI — He popularized salad 
vegetables on the American menu by large scale production 
for low price carload shipments throughout the country.

KINJI USHIJIMA (GEORGE SHIMA) — He taught his 
fellow Americans how to reclaim low islands from river 
channels, and he made a $ 15 million fortune doing it 
. . .  in potatoes !

HACHIRO ONUKI — He was rechristened Hutchlon Ohnick 
by an Irish miner friend, and he started the tiny Phoenix 
Illuminating Gas and Electric Co. in 1886. It became the giant 
Central Arizona Light and Power Co.

MASAHARU KONDO — He fathered the Southern California 
fishing industry.

GEORGE YANAGIMOCHI — He pioneered the Pacific 
Northwest oyster growing industry.

So da !

People who lived real lives and had individual names and 
dignity did these things. They took land often suitable “only 
for hay and jackrabbits” and they made it blossom. They 
developed the intensive row crop farming on the Pacific Coast, 
pioneered rice growing in California and Texas, 
and they did many more things.

In the same times and same places, there were many more who 
could say with feeling: “Haraga tatsu (deep anger) was my 
daily companion as I labored endlessly to earn a few coins.”

Like the Chinese before us, we Issei were easy to single out as 
objects of ridicule and scorn. Appearance and language set us 
apart. It was supreme irony. The very pioneer virtues of industry 
and thrift so much admired in others became symbols of 
hatred and fear.

“Yellow peril!” they cried.

Read the headlines in the San Francisco Chronicle’s hate 
campaign of 1905: “The Japanese Invasion”. . . “Japanese, a 
Menace to American Women”. . .  “Brown Men an Evil in the



Public Schools”. . .“Crime and Poverty Go Hand in Hand 
With Asiatic Labor.”

In the wake of such campaigns, hundreds of anti-Japanese 
laws were adopted by the states which once had welcomed us. 
Our lives became circumscribed, thwarted.

Where was the freedom which had beckoned ?

It was still there, glimmering through the legal/social barriers 
like the unuhana which welcomes the springtime. From 
within our ethnic ghetto, barred from many jobs for which we 
were educated and superbly fitted, we could still see outside the 
thing which had brought us to this land.

“Yoshi,” we said. “All right.” We had a heritage of determination, 
of faith and patience.

By the late 1930s, Nisei voices grew louder, more eloquent.

My heart cried out in these times, for I could see dark clouds on 
the horizon : Senso.. .War. We had felt its lash in Aizu. We

had seen the homes of the lowly and the mighty burning in the 
night. We had heard the lament before :

“Among the proud and the commoner alike are those who have 
known better days.”

My heart was as unsettled as the bobs of the fishermen at Ise, 
but no one could hear my voice as it cried from the lonely 
grave in the hills.

Sunday, December 7, 1941.

We recall that date in a way other Americans cannot. It was the 
beginning of a nightmare. They called it public hysteria, 
vigilantism, “the blackest chapter in the history of American 
democracy.” It was a bloodless pogrom but there were acts of 
brutality, of hostile violence.

What are these words, these labels, in the face of the reality ? 
Racism, political opportunism, greed — all operated 
behind the mask of “military necessity.” There was no 
due process of law, no charges filed, no hearings held.





On March 2, 1942, the madness reached its climax in a 
Presidential Executive Order. By that order, some 120,000 of 
our people, two-thirds of them American by birth, were herded 
out of the coastal states and into ten concentration camps.

The evacuation was completed in 13 7 days with a terrifying 
affront to human values and democratic ideals. Businesses were 
closed, farms abandoned, homes boarded up, furnishings 
sold for pennies on the dollar.

What a bitter experience this loss of freedom was in the 
Land of the Free. Repudiated by our government, knowing that

we were

• i - ■ .r ....

a basic American principle was being violated, 
imprisoned for having "the wrong ancestors.”

And not a single act of disloyalty was reported against us 
by responsible authorities, then or later.

Our concentration camps were hastily converted from 
fairgrounds, racetracks, parks, pavilions. We found ourselves 
behind barbed wire fences guarded by sentries in watchtowers 
complete with mounted machineguns and searchlights in the 
name of “military necessity.” The average time we had 
been permitted to uproot our lives— 15 days.



W ell...w e hadn’t even had that much time at Aizu, but the 
“military necessity” had been a bit more obvious.

The Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco estimated our loss 
at $400 million. With what system of values do you measure the 
loss for our Issei and their Nisei children ? How can you put a 
sum of money as balance against the work of a lifetime 
obliterated by a single stroke of the Presidential pen ?

The average age of the Nisei when this blow fell was 19. Is 
that not a significant age ? Do you not recall the headstone in 
both Japanese and English at Gold Hill?

“In memory of Okei, died 1871, aged 19 years...”

Of course, you have seen other headstones since then with the 
age no greater. I was merely the first.

Something profound had happened to us in this new land, 
though. Our dream refused to die.

‘Left all untended,
Still it flourished — this 
Flower we planted.’



Individually and together through the Japanese American 
Citizens League, the Niseis demanded the right to exercise 
their duties and obligations as Americans.

This is how histories are written, you see:

On February 1, 1943, the U.S. Army formed the 442nd  
Regimental Combat Team composed of volunteers from Hawaii 
and the continental United States, most of the latter coming 
from the concentration camps.

Their motto : “Go For Broke.”

Behind that motto, the 442nd became the most decorated unit 
of its size and length of service in American military history. 
The 442nd was to be merged later with that other band of 
heroes whose ancestors came from Japan, the 100th Infantry 
Battalion. The 100th, organized in Hawaii, trained on the 
mainland, was committed to action at Salerno, Volturno, 
Cassino, Anzio Beachhead, the Rapido River, the breakthrough 
to Rome...

How small that battle on the slopes above Lake Inawashiro 
grows by comparison!

What length of time did it take before the European-American 
became simply American ? What price did he pay ? Do the 
survivors of the 100th and the 442nd know ?

Are there others who can answer these questions?

The War Department recruited volunteers from the 
concentration camps to serve in Military Intelligence. Although 
few knew it, Nisei linguists had been engaged in this highly 
sensitive work long before Senso dispatched his lightning bolts 
in World War II.

More than 6 ,000 Nisei served in virtual anonymity in the 
Pacific War against the land of their ancestors. A select few 
were engaged in intelligence work in the Philippines, later 
escaped to Bataan and Corregidor and finally were ordered to 
Australia by General Mac Arthur. Others were assigned to the 
Pacific Islands and Alaska, were loaned to our allies and attached 
to the Joint Intelligence Center at Hawaii. They served from 
New Delhi to China and saw battle with Merrill’s Marauders.

Much of this was doubly dangerous front line duty where a 
Nisei linguist faced the guns of his American comrades who, 
seeing an oriental face, might shoot without warning. A classic



and tragic example of this involved Sgt. Frank Hachiya, 
mortally wounded by invading American troops at Leyte as he 
attempted to return to his own lines with valuable information 
about enemy defenses. He accomplished his mission as he was 
dying. Sgt. Hachiya posthumously received the Distinguished 
Service Cross. Ironically, this happened as his name was being 
stricken from the honor roll in his Oregon hometown because 
he was of Japanese ancestry.

Of such heroism is the Nisei legend woven. These are 
landmarks of the transformation from Japanese-American to 
simply American. There are other landmarks, as well —

Manjiro Nakahama, a castaway in 1841, was rescued by a 
whaler and taken to Boston, Mass. He became the first Japanese 
to learn English. Hizoko Hamada recorded his name as Joseph 
Heco when he became the first naturalized Issei on June 30, 
1858. (This door to citizenship was closed later, not being 
restored until the 1952 Act which restored naturalization 
privileges to immigrants from Japan.) There are the Nisei 
casualties of World War II — 9,468 (6 0 0  killed in action).
And do not forget Okei.
Landmarks of the transformation.

What lies ahead ?

JACL, again as in wartime, is providing direction, but now 
it has an even more mature and experienced leadership, 
confident in its right and motivated by a deep sense of obligation 
to those who gave their lives to prove that “Americanism is a 
matter of mind and heart, not race or ancestry.”

The Nisei made an American dream come true for their aging 
parents, and secured for themselves and their children the right 
to walk in peace and dignity among their fellow Americans, a 
remarkable record of achievement which grew out of a people 
subjected to extreme hostility and a constant atmosphere 
of discrimination.

Perhaps we are all like the few who braved defeat at Gold Hill — 
farmers all. And what we nurture is the seed of eventual 
justice for every human.

“History shows us how much we owe to the past sacrifices of 
others. It kindles within us a quiet pride in the accomplishments 
of our forebears, and makes us determined to put the 
future in debt to us.”



General Joseph (Vinegar Joe) Stilwell pins the Distinguished Service 
Cross on Miss Mary Masada whose brother, Kazuo, was killed at Cassino.

Mrs. Nawa Munemori, mother of the first Nisei Congressional Medal of 
Honor winner, pays tribute to the 7 Japanese who died when the Maine 
was sunk in April 1898.

★  ★  ★  ★

To research and preserve the life and times of the Issei and the 
Nisei, the Japanese American Citizens League initiated in 1960  
the “Issei Story Project” by providing initial funds of $100 ,000  
for what was later to become the JACL-UCLA Japanese 
American Research Project. This significant undertaking has 
subsequently received substantial financial support from the 
Carnegie Foundation and National Institute of Mental Health.

Coincidentally scheduled for publication by William Morrow 
and Company, Inc., in early November, 1969, is “Nisei, The 
Quiet Americans, The Story of a People.” The author is 
William Hosokawa, associate editor of The Denver Post. This 
monumental effort by a distinguished Japanese American 
journalist traces the Issei-Nisei experience from its roots in 
feudal Japan to the 100th Anniversary of Japanese 
immigration to the United States.



WHEREAS In May, 1869, the first Japanese in California arrived 
in San Francisco aboard the sidewheeler "China" and 
proceeded to Sacramento by riverboat, thence to Placer 
ville by wagon and on to Gold Hill, El Dorado County, 
a few miles from the site of Coloma, where gold was 
discovered in 1848; and

Governor

These early Japanese pioneers set up a colony to grow 
silk and tea as the Wakamatsu Tea and Silk Farm, which 
through a series of tragedies, lasted less than two 
years; and
On December 16, 1966, California's Historical Landmarks 
Advisory Committee, Division of Beaches and Parks, did 
recognize the Watamatsu Tea and Silk Farm colony of 
Gold Hill as an episode of historical significance in 
the history of early California, and will dedicate the 
historical landmark plaque at the site of the farm 
colony on June 7, 1969; and
The Coloma Gold Discovery Day on January 26, 1969, 
celebrated the arrival of these first Japanese pioneers 
by focusing on Japanese arts and crafts; and
May, 1969 is the centennial of the first arrival of 
Japanese in California; and
With patience, perseverence and industry, the Japanese 
have contributed much to California, particularly in 
agriculture, for the past decades since their arrival 
in the Golden State, adding to our heritage and history

NOW THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, GOVERNOR OF CALIFORNIA, do 
hereby proclaim the year 1969 as JAPANESE CENTENNIAL YEAR, 
urging all Californians to study the contributions of the 
Japanese to our California way of life.

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have 
hereunto set my hand and 
caused the Great Seal of 
the State of California to 
be affixed here this 
day of February, One Thousai d 
Nine Hundred Sixty Nine.
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WHEREAS, The first group of Japanese immigrants arrived from Aizu Wakamatsu, Japan, aboard the side­
wheeler China of the Pacific Mail Steamship Company and entered the United States on May 27, 1869, at San 
Francisco; and

WHEREAS, This valiant and brave band of colonists proceeded to Sacramento by riverboat, traveled overland 
by wagon to Placerville and Gold Hill, and established the Wakamatsu Tea and Silk Farm Colony of Gold Hill 
by clearing the land, building their homes, and cultivating plants and seeds, including 50,000 three-year-old 
mulberry trees for silk farming, which they had brought with them from their native land; and

WHEREAS, Although this pioneer project was doomed in less than two years by a combination of dry climate 
and a scarcity of irrigation water, it nevertheless heralded a period during which the Japanese people immigrated 
to California to participate in the beginnings of the Golden State s agricultural industry; and

WHEREAS, On December 16, 1966, the Historical Landmarks Advisory Committee of the Division of Beaches 
and Parks unanimously approved the Wakamatsu Tea and Silk Farm Colony of Gold Hill as a historical landmark 
and stated that "Although the Wakamatsu Tea and Silk Farm Colony was short-lived and suffered its tragic 
ending, it signaled the coming of Japanese pioneers to America and the beginning of their notable contribution 
to the agricultural industry of California. During the past three-quarters of the century, they have left their marks 
in the teeming valleys throughout the length and breadth of this great State. Many descendants are carrying on 
the work of their pioneer forebears with the same devotion, determination and skill which helped to make 
California the most productive farming state in the United States and the greatest agricultural region in the 
world . .  .”; and

WHEREAS, Marking the first centennial of Japanese immigration to America, the year 1969 bears witness to a 
century in which Japanese-Americans have made immense contributions to the culture and heritage of their 
adopted land and have overcome times of trial by perseverance and boundless faith in the United States, which 
faith is best personified by the Japanese-American Creed, which states:

“I am proud that I am an American citizen of Japanese ancestry, for my very background makes me appreciate 
more fully the wonderful advantages of this nation. I believe in her institutions, ideals, and traditions; I glory in 
her heritage; I boast of her history; I trust in her future. She has granted me liberties and opportunities such as 
no individual enjoys in the world today. She has given me an education befitting kings. She has entrusted me with 
the responsibilities of the franchise. She has permitted me to build a home, to earn a livelihood, to worship, think, 
speak, and act as I please—as a free man equal to every other man.

"Although some individuals may discriminate against me, I shall never become bitter or lose faith, for I know 
that such persons are not representative of the majority of the American people. True, I shall do all in my power 
to discourage such practices, but I shall do it in the American way: above-board, in the open, through courts of 
law, by education, by proving myself to be worthy of equal treatment and consideration. I am firm in my belief 
that American sportsmanship and attitude of fair play will judge citizenship and patriotism on the basis of action 
and achievement, and not on the basis of physical characteristics.

“Because I believe in America, and I trust she believes in me, and because I  have received innumerable benefits 
from her, I pledge myself to do honor to her at all times and in all places; to support her constitution; to obey her 
laws; to respect her flag; to defend her against all enemies, foreign or domestic; to actively assume my duties and 
obligations as a citizen, cheerfully and without any reservations whatsoever, in the hope that I may become a 
better American in a greater America”; now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Assembly of the State of California, the Senate thereof concurring, That the Members of the 
Legislature join in commemorating the centennial celebration of Japanese immigration to the United States and 
express the deep appreciation of all the citizens of California for the immense and invaluable contributions made 
by Japanese-Americans to the rich cultural heritage of this state and of America; and be it further

Resolved, That the Chief Clerk of the Assembly transmit a suitable prepared copy of this resolution to die 
Japanese-American Citizens League.

^  Assembly Concurrent Resolution No. 10, adopted in Assembly January 20,1969.

•J Signed: €J Attest:

v * “
Bob Monacan v  ( \  James D. Driscoll
Speaker of the Assembly \ J  Chief Clerk of the Assembly

Assembly Concurrent Resolution No. 10, adopted in Senate January 21,1969.

Attest:<J Signed:





"1969, THE CENTENNIAL YEAR*

INTRODUCTION: The sponsors of the Gold Discovery Day 
Celebration have trad ition ally  selected an annual theme in 
honor of different people, event and thing of h istorica l 
significance in California*s early west. The 1969 ce le ­
bration is  dedicated to the Japanese pioneers o f America 
on the occasion o f their centennial year and in recognition 
of th eir  contribution to the agricultural industry and 
general growth o f th is  State. It would take many volumes 
to adequately write the history of our Japanese people, 
but these few pages would su ffice  to t e l l  our readers the 
story of i t s  beginning a hundred years ago.

"WAKAMATSU TEA AND SILK FARM COLONY 
OF GOLD HILL*

The most notable contribution o f the pioneer immigrants from 
Japan to the economy and industry of the State o f California and 
the United States has been in the f ie ld  o f agriculture. With ut­
most patience, perserverance and industry, they cleared, leveled  
and irrigated land, and brought crops to bear in so il  which had 
previously remained id le  or had been put to limited use for pas­
turage and grazing.

Japanese immigration of any consequence to the United States 
was in the late 1890*s and early 1900*s ,  and th eir  influence upon 
California’s farming industry was in direct ratio to  the number of  
new arrivals. However, i t  i s  most sign ifican t that i t s  humble be­
ginning was with the coming of a small but proud and determined group 
from Aizu Wakamatsu in Japan to Gold H ill , El Dorado County, on or 
about June 8, 1869, to establish  a farm settlem ent, although th is  
venture lasted less than two years and ended in tragedy.

Aizu Wakamatsu, led by i t s  la st feudal lord, Katamori Matsu- 
daira, hnd a number o f other ruling clans had the misfortune o f  
supporting Tokugawa Shogunate in i t s  con flict against the followers 
o f Emperor Meiji who favored centralized imperial power and had 
suffered a crushing defeat. Chaos reigned for a time in Japan, 
and there was genuine fear for l i f e  and property among the losers. 
Either at the suggestion o f Eduard Schnell, a trader o f  Dutch or 
German descent and a long-time confidant o f the lord of the Aizu



Wakamatsu, or to prepare for a possible sanctuary or refuge i f  i t  
became necessary to flee  the home 1 and, Lord Matsudaira made plans 
for the f ir s t  organized emigration to the United States and brought 
into existence the i l l - fa te d  and short-lived Wakamatsu Tea and 
Silk Farm colony of Gold H ill.

Between nine to ten persons under the leadership o f Eduard 
(John Henry) Schnell constituted the f ir s t  vanguard o f  several 
groups or contingents. Sixteen more were soon to follow , and 
others (including Okei, nursemaid to the Schnell household, Matsu 
and Kuni) were to arrive at the colony la ter . Gold H ill o f  El 
Dorado County may have been selected  for th is  colonization for i t s  
scenic and topographical sim ilarity  to their.Japanese homeland or 
because many early se tt le r s  were from Holland or Germany as was 
Schnell. Much o f the colony was made up o f farmers and those in 
the trades, but several were samurai followers o f Lord Matsudaira.
Six Japanese women, including Mrs. Schnell, and four young children 
were with the pioneer colony. Two of the children were the 
daughters o f Mr. and Mrs. Schnell, and the remaining two were 
daughters o f Japanese fam ilies. The original party arrived at 
San Francisco aboard the side-wheeler "China" o f the P acific Mail 
Steamship Company on May 27, 1869, proceeded to Sacramento by river- 
boat, and thence wagoned to P lacerville and Gold H ill where Eduard 
Schnell had arranged to purchase 160 acres for the farm colony.
With them came 50,000 three-year old mulberry trees for s ilk  farm­
ing, large quantities o f bamboo roots for food and craft industry, 
tea seeds, wax tree stocks, grape seedlings and other varieties of 
plants and seeds o f th eir  native land. Also, sizeable shipments 
of cuttings and plants were to be received at Gold H ill after  
in i t ia l  preparations had been completed. However restricted  or 
lim ited, the Japanese people were now traveling between California 
and their homeland o f Japan in the interest o f their  agricultural 
undertaking at Gold H ill,*E l Dorado County.

Immediately upon their arrival, the se tt le r s  se t out to build  
th eir  homes and clear and plant th e ir  crops on the land purchased 
from Charles M. Graner, and for over a year i t  appeared that they 
would be rewarded for their  determination and many sa cr ifice s .
However, the combination of the dry climate o f the area, scarcity  
of irrigation water, lack of funds, and failure o f financial 
assistance to come from Japan as promised doomed the pioneer project 
in less than two years. Beset with money and other problems, Eduard 
Schnell le f t  the colony with h is Japanese wife and two minor daughters 
with assurance to the colonists that he would return with much needed 
funds, but he fa iled  to do th is and thus abandoned h is Japanese 
followers to their  own fate in a strange and often h o stile  land.

As dictated by necessity and self-preservation , the se tt le r s  
sold most o f th eir  valuables and belongings to ward o ff  hunger 
while patiently waiting for their leader who never returned, and 
ultim ately each was compelled to go h is own way. Some were able 
to return to Japan and others moved elsewhere where employment was 
more promising. From every indication , only Matsunosuke Sakurai, 
a samurai, and Okei Ito , nursemaid to the Schnell household, re­
mained behind at Gold H ill where they were befriended and employed 
by the early pioneer family o f Francis Veerkamp. His descendants 
are to  be found in the Gold Ilill-Coloma area where they are en­
gaged in farming and business. Okei is  said to have died o f fever 
at the age of 19 in the spring o f 1871 and was buried at the knoll 
of a h i l l  which she frequently climbed to watch the settin g  sun 
and gaze in the direction of her homeland. Her headstone reads both 
in English and Japanese, "In Memory o f Okei, died 1871, Age 19 
years, a Japanese Girl." Matsunosuke Sakurai fa ith fu lly  served 
the Veerkamp family u n til h is  death on February 25, 1901, and he now 
l ie s  at rest in the Vineyard Cemetery at Coloma, the h istor ica l s ite  
of Marshall*s gold discovery a few miles from Gold H ill.

With i t s  tragic ending, the colony soon passed into oblivion, 
and i t s  very existence was lost and forgotten un til after World 
War I. Unquieted rumor persisted that a Japanese g ir l ,  who died 
in the gold-rush period, was buried at Gold H ill near Coloma. A 
search was undertaken by several Sacramentans, and the f ir s t  person 
they interviewed was the 75-year old Henry Veerkamp, son of the 
pioneer se tt le r s  who befriended and gave shelter and employment to 
Okei Ito and Matsunosuke Sakurai, the la st o f the colonists to  
remain at Gold H ill. He was a year older than the Japanese g ir l 
he knew as "Okei San" and, in vivid ly recalling the past, he to ld  
the story of the tea and s ilk  farm, i t s  Japanese pioneers and th e ir  
hopes, industry, disappointments, suffering, hardships and ultimate 
abandonment of the colony. He pointed out the s ite  o f the settlement 
and the location o f Okei’s grave, and thus the Wakamatsu Tea and Silk  
Farm Colony was rediscovered.

JAPANESE FLORAL ART
The art o f arranging flowers began with the 

introduction o f Buddhism in the Sixth Century. In 
offering flowers to Buddha, the Japanese endeavored 
to arrange them as a r tis t ic a lly  as possib le. From 
th is  custom developed an a r t is t ic  type o f flower 
arrangement in the Heian Period (794-1185) which R  
was called Rikka.



The Rikka saw i t s  perfection in the Muromachi Period (1378-1573), 
and the sty le  was known as "Tatebana" which meant standing up.

The Japanese, perhaps for 1,000 years or more, decorated th eir  
dwellings with flowers in receptables in random, upright position .

About 500 years ago, the originator o f the Ikenobo School,
Ikenobo Jukei of Kyoto, started a new concept o f a central branch 
called "Shin** and supported i t  with "soe", "soeuke", "Nagashi" and 
others. The basic rule of arrangement commonly known as "Ten-chi-jin" 
(heaven-earth-man) was followed. The f ir s t  book on flower art was 
published in 1470.

"Shoka" was perfected about 250 years ago. It introduced the 
employment of three "Yakueda" or principal branches o f "Shin", "Soe" 
and "Tai". The "Shoka" i s  a sim plified variation of the "Rikka".
It accentuates freer lines and therefore demanded greater creativ ity  
on the part o f the composer.

The modem "Shoka Sanshuike" sty le  made i t s  debut several years 
ago as a modem version of the "Shoka".

"Shoka" for some 300 years has been using one or two kinds o f  
materials only. "San shuike", as the name im plies, ca lls  for the 
employment of three different kinds o f materials.

With the Meiji Restoration some 100 years ago, Japan was swept 
by surging waves o f European culture. The influence was so great 
that even the Japanese mode o f liv in g  seemed to be Europeanized.
The changing liv ing pattern in turn affected the time-honored 
Ikebana. The "Rikka" and "Shoka" seemed to be out of harmony with 
the new Europeanized surroundings. This situation  prompted the 
debut of "Moribana" basket and "Nageire" (throw-in) s ty le s , both 
categorized as "Gendaibana".

"Nageire" sty le  i s  simple to manage in that i t  features or i­
ental mood and sim plicity .

"Moribana" ( f i l l  a basket) was long fam iliar to the followers 
of flower arrangement everywhere but "Ikenobo" elevated i t  from a 
mere hobby to  the status of the art and culture o f today.

BONSAI (Miniature Trees) (Bon-sigh)

"Bonsai" l ite r a lly  means miniature scene composed o f one or 
more plants, earth and sky. In a sense i t  i s  a product o f  the love 
of the Japanese people for nature and natural surroundings and their  
fascination for things which are minute in s iz e . I f  one can succeed 
in harmonizing the two with focus on a dwarfed plant or tree , the 
result i s  a bonsai.

The culture o f bonsai has been practiced and enjoyed by the 
Japanese people for perhaps a thousand years. The growing conditions 
and choice o f plants and shrubs are more ideal in Japan than perhaps 
any other place in the world. Therefore, i t  i s  d if f ic u lt  to  duplicate 
in America the q u alities of dwarfed plants which decorate the homes 
and gardens o f Japan. It would be unfair to  commence comparing a 
prized Japanese bonsai with one o f our own creation. Let i t  be 
accepted that Japanese bonsai i s  one thing and the American product 
i s  another. Each provides the creator and owner the same pleasure 
and sa tisfaction .

Because bonsai plants are not cultivated extensively in America 
and national forests are closed to random foraging for plants and 
shrubs, a beginner must f ir s t  overcome h is major obstacle in locating  
raw materials with which to produce h is bonsai. We generally look 
to the following sources: (1) seeds, (2) cutting, (3) grafting,
(4) layering, (5) dividing, and (6), i f  fortunate, from natural 
surroundings, and the place to "rummage" i s  one nursery to the next. 
With persistence one usually succeeds in locating plants which do 
have the potentials for the making of good bonsai. A discard p ile  
often offers greater choice in both age and shape o f plants. Also, 
there i s  no rule against purchasing bonsai created by others.

Bonsai should be studied as one would any other cultural en­
deavor. Much can be learned by v is it in g  local nurseries with ready­
made bonsai on display and observing the creations of others. In 
time, one w ill acquire a s k i ll  o f .h is  own, a b it o f imagination, 
and the much needed confidence. Read fa ith fu lly  on the subject and,



i f  available, join a local Bonsai Club. Most o f the club meetings 
provide demonstrations which start with a nursery can and end with 
a finished bonsai.

In practicing the art o f se lectin g  plants, s o i l  preparation, 
fe r t iliz a t io n , watering, pruning, shaping, wiring, repotting, and 
other particular maintenance requirements, consultation with those 
already fam iliar with bonsai culture would be most helpful and 
purposeful. Bear in mind that we are dealing with liv in g  things, 
and the one mistake we may make may be our f ir s t  and la st mistake. 
By observation, patience, and proper application, we shall have in 
our bonsai a lifetim e o f enjoyment and personal sa tisfaction .

DOLLS (NINGYO)
At f ir s t  d o lls  were not toys in Japan. I t  has been only a 

l i t t l e  over two hundred years since Japanese children have had 
their  f ir s t  dolls to  play with.

I * ,
* * " » 7

A f t  .

BWSM? •
**i?.:***

The early dolls were symbols o f d e ities or human beings.
Ningyo , the Japanese term for d o lls , means the image o f a person. 

O riginally, ningyo was a charm to protect one from sickness, d is­
aster or e v il sp ir it s . This thought s t i l l  remains although of 
lesser  importance. In rural d is tr ic ts , at doorways and entrances 
to v illa g e s , crude dolls made o f twisted straw are often to be seen. 
They are supposed to  safeguard the people from illn e ss  and disaster  
or to protect the crops from in sects. The huge dolls seen on floa ts  
at shrine fe s tiv a ls  o f today are reminiscent o f the ancient d o lls .

With the progress o f time, such dolls were made better and more 
a r tis t ic a lly  and they gradually developed into objects of ornament 
or decoration. Yet they were s t i l l  not things to be played with.

The real development of Japanese dolls was not seen u n til about 
the middle o f the 17th century. In the f ir s t  part o f  the Tokugawa 
Period not only the technique o f doll making advanced rapidly but 
dolls were made as playthings to be enjoyed by the children and 
grownups.

Dolls have long played an intimate part in  the daily l i f e  o f  
the Japanese people and perhaps more so than in any other place in 
the world. Focus i s  placed on dolls in many Japanese fe s t iv a ls , 
legends, plays, fo lk lorep stor ies o f héros and heroines, d e it ie s ,  
and almost everything imaginable. In a sense, Japanese people and 
th eir  dolls are inseparable.

GIRLS* FESTIVAL

1 P rince & princess
2 Court ladies
3 M usicians
4 S ta te  m inisters
5 Court attendants
6 Screens
7 Lanterns

8 High vases & stand 15 T o ile t se t
9 Cake stands 16 B raziers
10 Dinner se ts 17 S e t of chest of drawers
11 Rice pudding stands 18 M itro r  stand & needle box
12 Orange & cherry trees 19 Picni«  box
13 Palanquin 29 Sweet wine bottles
14 Court cart



BOYS* FESTIVAL (TANGO-NO-SEKKU)
Although the fe s t iv a ls  for both g ir ls  and boys are not legal 

fe s tiv a ls  now they are s t i l l  held yearly throughout Japan. The 
former i s  held on the 3rd day of March and the la tter  on the 5th 
day o f May; and, for about one week or more before the fe s tiv a l days, 
various kinds o f dolls are displayed in every home. The observance J 
custom at the girls* fe s tiv a l began long ago and there are many 
opinions as to  the true origin . The immediate reason l ie s  in i t s  
connection with the court. It i s  the Emperor*s palace in miniature.

According to the zodiacal calender, the third day o f the third 
month was ’’the day of the snake", and the purification ceremony con­
nected with that day was also practiced in Japan. Offerings were 
dedicated to the gods to cleanse the people from impurities and to  
rid themselves o f e v il influences. The priests used to  v is i t  homes 
on that day, read prayers, and perform r ite s  of exorcism.

From th is i t  i s  but a step to using dolls as "scapegoats", 
which meant "human figure*' or hitogata. Those who prayed for divine 
grace used to breathe upon the dolls and rub them against th eir  own 
bodies to  transmit their i l l s  to  the d o lls . Those d o lls were then 
thrown into the nearest running water and borne away by the stream.
The thought was to rid the human bodies o f sickness and disease.
They were known as "casting o ff  dolls". The simpler paper dolls 
are reminiscent o f th is  ancient custom*

The direct forerunner o f the present girls* fes tiv a l was o r ig i­
nated at the close o f the Muromachi Period, and i t  i s  generally held 
that the day of March 3rd was fixed at about 1685. At the beginning 
of the Yedo Period, do lls with small tables with offerings—rice  
cakes and other things--were placed in rows on a carpet spread on 
the matting. From the middle of th is  Period the carpet was replaced 
by a graded stand on which the dolls and additional accessories 
were displayed. Further developments appeared in the la ter  part 
o f the period by adopting dolls representing people o f  the high court 
and these were placed in the order o f th e ir  importance or standing.

All dolls were dressed in ceremonial court robes as are s t i l l  
worn on the occasion o f royal ceremony.

I
Hma-matsuri used to be one o f the very few occasions when 

l i t t l e  g ir ls  had their own p arties. It was customary for them to 
in v ite  their  small friends to these parties at which they partook f
of the sweets and food offered to the d o lls . Many fam ilies s t i l l  
treasure their  family hina-matsuri dolls and doll furniture which 
have been preserved for generations. Brides sometimes take their  
own dolls to their  new homes.

1 Carp Hi banner set
2 Banner rack
3 Screen
4 Armour
5 Jinmu- u d m

6 Shokt
7 Sword & bow
8 Drum

It i s  almost impossible to ejqplain the origin o f the boys' 
festiv a l in a few lin e s , because there are so many opinions as to  
i t s  true origin. In the Heian Period, the ir i s  was dedicated to  
the Emperor on the third day of the f if th  month. On the fourth day, 
customary decorations were erected and on the f if th  day the Enperor 
v is ited  the Hall o f Martial Arts, at that time within the confines 
of the palace. There he watched the warriors show their  s k i l l  in 
archery and sword play.

9 Camp fir««
10 Drum
11 Offering set

There are many, way* to display dolls 
and accessories.
Car.p symbolizes healthiness and ir is  
of offering does the boy’s festival.

i f



The present fe s t iv a l may be traced to the Kamakura Period when 
the various customs fostering the martial sp ir it  were known to have 
been in vogue. The ’’paper helmet” was exhibited, the top being 
decorated with flowers, and the term ’’ir i s  sword” occurs in the 
writings o f the time. The exact interpretation o f th is  i s  doubtful, 
though i t  probably refers to .the long bunches o f i r i s  leaves used 
in mock figh t. I t  affords evidence o f the close associations of 
the i r i s  with th is  fe s t iv a l.

The ir i s  is  a medicinal plant. In the Heian Period the 
Emperor made a small string of i r i s  leaves which were dedicated and 
hung on h is hat to  drive away ev il influences. A bunch o f ir i s  
leaves was used as a p illow . They were also la id  along the eaves 
to guard the house against e v il influences, and diseases caused 
by the d ev il. This was thought to improve the health and to prolong 
l i f e .  The practice o f putting ir is  leaves into the bath, for the 
same reason, has been traced to the Muromachi Period and i s  s t i l l  
maintained in the public bath.

In the Yedo Period, flower helmets were replaced by armoured 
dolls and taken indoors in bad weather. This vogue for using d o lls , 
armour and weapons at the time o f the May fes tiv a l was carried so 
far that an order was issued to restr ic t the observances in the 
in terest o f economy. Almost every family with one or more boys 
possessed the indoor display which consisted o f several d o lls , 
armour, i r i s  sword, bow and arrows, carp, banners and other acces­
sories.

The outstanding feature o f the fe s tiv a l today i s  the carp 
streamer, koi-nobori. Huge paper or cloth carps are displayed 
atop ta l l  poles. The carp symbolizes i t s  superiority for courage 
and power over others o f i t s  species.

The koi-nobori or carp streamer came into use for the f ir s t  
time in the Anyei Era (1772-1780), as the people found that the 
indoor display of paper dolls and such was not su ffic ien t to  
glorify  the fe s t iv a l.

In many d is tr ic ts  o f the country, k ite  fly ing was made a part 
of the Tango f e s t iv a l . Huge k ites sometimes as big as 30x50 feet 
were used. The boys enjoyed k it-figh tin g  by le ttin g  their  k ite  
or k ite lin e entangle with the k ite o f th e ir  opponent.

JUDO

The word Judo, l ite r a l ly  translated from Japanese to  English, 
means the gentle way. Professor Jigoro Kano founded Judo as a 
sport in tne year 1882. Judo i s  taught in three major categories.

The f ir s t  area i s  the technique o f throwing. This i s  the most 
spectacular to  watch, and many people think that throwing i s  a ll  
there i s  to Judo. Actually, throwing i s  the la st o f a series o f  
very important acts. Before you can properly throw an opponent to  
the ground, you must unbalance him and in many cases catch him o ff  
h is guard. In the case o f a worthy opponent, th is  i s  harder to do 
than i t  sounds. Each throw has a counter, and in nearly every case 
a throw can be done from the right or le f t  sid e . Also, in the case 
of forward and reverse throws, they can also be performed in a 
modified way.

Mat work i s  the second area o f learning, and th is  i s  where 
hard work replaces the spectacular. Controlling your adversary 
on the mat for a fu ll 30 seconds i s  a great drain on your energy. 
With mat work choking techniques are less forbidding than they 
sound. For the Judoist practicing Judo (13 years of age and up), 
he must learn to choke and also learn to keep from being choked.
For the timid at heart, please note that there has been no death 
or serious injury from choking at Judo.

In the third area, as the practicing Judoist becomes more 
p rofic ien t, he w ill learn joint lock techniques, which can be used 
only in practice u n til the Judoist earns the right to wear h is  
black b e lt . Only the Black Belt holders may use joint locks in 
contest.

The physical aspects o f Judo are quite in teresting , but one 
must take a closer look at the principles and the sp ir it  behind 
Judo. It soon becomes clear that, while Judo i s  a type o f  physi­
cal education, i t  i s  also a way of l i f e .  Sincere Judoists w ill 
give o f themselves wholly and completely to the ideals as well as 
the physical art o f Judo.



Personalized lessons are learned at Judo. P oliteness, respect 
for your elders, sportsmanship, cooperation, socia l a b ility , leader­
ship and restraint are to name a few. Character building and sp ir it  
of competition are the prime objectives o f Judo today.

Judo i s  not new in the United States. It started at the turn 
o f the century and was strongly supported by President Theodore 
Roosevelt. In the 20-some years since the end o f World War II ,
Judo has spread to  almost every country and i s  no longer the ex­
clusive sport of Japan. There are 20 Yudanshakai (Judo Associations) 
in the United States Judo Federation. The active registered members 
in 1968 exceeded 25,000. In Northern California alone there are 44 
registered and active clubs, and generally they are opened to the 
public for tr ia l or permanent membership.

The 86-year development o f Judo as a sport has been very grati­
fying to the men who have nurtured i t  along i t s  way. In 1964 i t  
was placed in the Olympics as a courtesy to the nation hosting 
the Olympics, but now (in 1972) i t  w ill be in the Olympics as a 
regular event.

May we summarize Judo in th is  manner: It i s  a training o f  
the mind and body to work together to obtain the MAXIMUM EFFECT WITH 
THE MINIMUM OF EFFORT. Remember, too, that Judo i s  practiced by men, 
women, and children to develop physical strength, mental alertness, 
and good moral character.

KENDO

The origin o f Kendo (Japanese fencing) goes back nearly 1500 
years. It was developed by the samurai or warrior class to  improve 
their  combat s k i l l  with the sword, which was the most used of weapons 
in b attle  u n til recent times. By i t s  own evolution and timely re­
finement, Kendo has undergone many changes. The learning o f combat 
s k i l l  became secondary to the code o f eth ics to be rig id ly  observed 
by the Kendo follow ers. Valor, honesty, in tegrity , patience, d isc i­
pline and good character formed the essen tia l basis for i t s  sp iritu a l 
teaching. In Japan today, Kendo is  a part o f the curriculum o f sec­
ondary schools and u n iversities. It i s  one means by which the 
students are exposed to the heritage o f  the Japanese people and 
the virtues and good tra its  o f the samurai o f the past are passed 
on to the people o f today.

Kendo, as now practiced, is  primarily a sport which u t i l iz e s  
swords made of sp lit  bamboo (sh in a i). The participants wear head- 
masks and have well-padded neck, shoulders, and arms, and wear body 
pads or p la tes. Heavy gloves protect the hands and forearms. With

these safeguards, the banging of the swords accompanied by shouts 
are more frightening to the spectators than to the contestants 
themselves. Points are scored by striking different parts o f the 
opponent’s body or head. Also, the manner, posture and grace o f  
executing each stroke contributes toward scoring points. Through­
out the contest, codes o f conduct must be rig id ly  adhered to by 
each combatant.

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS: KOTO, SAMISEN, SHAKUHACHI

The '’koto1’, "samisen", and "shakuhachi" are called the tr io  
of instruments in the Japanese orchestra. The "koto" i s  a kind of 
harp or lyre with 13 str ings, about 6 feet in length, laid  on the 
floor when played.



SAMISEN

The samisen has a long finger board and three str in gs, which 
the player strikes with a large plectrum held in h is right hand.

Samisen is  the representative musical instrument o f Japan. It  
i s  used to accompany singing, and kabuki and ningyo-shibai (Japanes 
puppet shows) would never have developed as they did without i t .

Yet samisen is  a foreign instrument introduced to Japan in 
the Eiroku Era (1558-1569). The origin o f  samisen i s  unknown 
although generally i t  i s  believed to  be an instrument o f Siam or 
some other southern region o f Asia. It f ir s t  came from the Ryukyus 
(Okinawa). A biwa (lute) player named Nakashoji took in terest in 
the new instrument when i t  was originally  introduced to Sakai. 
Thereafter, i t  became a very popular instrument called  samisen 
(three-stringed).

Samisen is  made in three different sty le s  called futo (th ick), 
naka (medium) and hoso (narrow), c la ss if ie d  by the thickness o f  the 
stem over which the three strings are strung. The heavier stem 
gives a deeper tone than the ligh ter one.

SHAKUHACHI

The shakuhachi is  a sort of flu te  made o f a hollow bamboo 
stem of about 1 foot 8 inches in length with five  finger holes.

JAPANESE DANCING

Like poetry and singing, dancing has been a natural expression 
o f the communal l i f e  o f Japan.

In the course o f h istory , some dances have been protected and 
refined to the point o f being elevated to c la ss ica l art. Such i s  
the contribution of Japan to the world’s treasury o f  dancing. The 
Japanese dance originated in "Kabuki".



Before the advent of "Kabuki", the Japanese dances were mostly 
used in relig ious r ite s  where dance and music were performed by the 
same individuals. With the appearance o f "Kabuki", the dancers and 
musicians became d istin ctly  separated. The "joruri" accompanists 
(musicians) expressed the meaning o f the songs and thus the dancers 
acquired rich pantomimic elements.

What is  known as the "furi" (postures for expressing deep 
emotions) became a very important technique in the Japanese dance.

Since the Japanese dance was based on the two dimensional 
principle bequeathed from the ancient c la ssica l "Noh" plays, i t  
does not have the vertica l jumping movement.

Early in the Edo Period., the w ell-to-do regarded dancing as one 
of the important cultural accomplishments for their  daughters. 
Renowned fam ilies (Iemoto) o f various dancing schools perpetuated 
prestige and power over the Japanese dancing world.

Traditional local dances include those originating from dances 
performed in the c it ie s  o f the Nara and others, as well as those 
developed from the intermingling o f primitive folk ceremonies and 
relig ious r ite s . Producers of "creative dances" endeavored to find  
the original forms of the dance in these traditional local dances.

During the Taisho Era (1912-1925) Japanese dancing embraced a 
fresh dynamic v ita lity  and has enjoyed some creative changes that 
heralded a new dance movement in Japan. However, undisturbed by 
the r ise  and progress o f the new Japanese dance, the tradition o f  
the c la ssica l Japanese dance has been preserved with renewed ap­
praisal of i t s  high aesthetic value.

GOLD DISCOVERY CELEBRATION PROGRAM 
January 25 and 26, 1969

The Gold Discovery Celebration is  held evexy year on the weekend 
c losest to  January 24, the day James Wilson Marshall picked up the 
f ir s t  flake o f gold in the t a i l  race of Sutter*s Mill in Coloma.
This year’s theme i s  "Early Japanese of California", and i s  dedicated 
in honor o f the Wakamatsu Tea and Silk Farm Colony which was founded 
at Gold H ill , El Dorado County, in June, 1869. This i s  the Centennial 
Year for the people of the Wakamatsu Colony and others who were to  
follow to s e t t le  in the United States. Celebration buttons on sale  
in the museum and other stations—50$.

Saturday, January 25

10:00 a.m. Museum opens with Japanese exhibits te l l in g  the story o f  
the Wakamatsu Tea and Silk Farm Colony (founded June 1869) 
and other subjects o f general in terest.

1:00 p.m. Parade down main street o f the Ancient and Honorable Order 
o f E Clampus Vitus. James W. Marshall chapter host. Re­
freshments at the Grange Hall.

2:00 Sutter Mill demonstration

3:00 "Hold up and robbery" o f Wells Fargo strong box containing
a rare Japanese jeweled dagger. In front o f  museum.
Sutter Mill demonstration.

8:00 Old Time Miners* dance in the Grange H all. Costumes
optional. Sponsored by the Gold Trail Grange.



Sunday, January 26 

PART I. GENERAL ACTIVITIES

10:00 a.m. Museum opens. Japanese exhibits te ll in g  the story of 
Wakamatsu Tea and Silk Farm Colony o f Gold H ill and 
displays on flower arrangement, d o lls , bonsai plants 
and other subjects o f general in terest.

11:30 Miners* poker game with dance hall g ir ls . Main parking 
lo t .

12:00 noon Old time fiddling by Sacramento Fiddlers. Coloma Park. 
Capture of robber and tr ia l .  Main parking lo t .

1:00 p.m. Parade begins. Theme: ’’Early Japanese o f California” . 
End of tr ia l and hanging of robbers. Main parking lo t .

2:00 Sutter Mill demonstration

2:30 Old time fiddling. Park parade awards at Sutter M ill. 
Rock and ro ll band. Parking lo t .

3:00 Sutter Mill demonstration. Band concert - park.

3:30 Whiskereno judging. Sutter M ill,

4:30 Sutter Mill demonstration

6:30 Melodrama and Olio by Hangtown Theater Guild. 
’’Ulysses Goes West” , directed by Russ Howard. 
Community Hall.

PART II SPECIAL JAPANESE ACTIVITIES

Repeat Performances a t: 

Museum:

Reviewing Stand: 

Community H all:

Museum Patio:

11:00, 12:00, 2:00 and 3:00

Flower arrangements followed by story 
of the d o lls .

Judo and Kendo demonstrations

Dancing and music

Bonsai displays and demonstration

PART III.  FOOD CONCESSIONS - ALL DAY

Hot lunch served by Gold Trail Grange. Grange Hall.  
Japanese Chicken Teriyaki booth. Behind reviewing stand.

APPRECIATION

There i s  no charge for a c t iv it ie s  and events. Your support 
by purchasing a 50{ Celebration button at the Museum and other 
stations i s  most appreciated.

•k ★  ★  ★  *

ACKNOWLEDGMENT

Program pamphlet covers courtesy of Sumitomo Bank, 
Japan Air Lines and Bank of Tokyo.

Coloma-Lotus Boosters Club, 
Celebration Sponsor



Covers Courtesy o f:

The Sumitomo Bank o f C aliforn ia  

The Bank of Tokyo o f C aliforn ia

Japan Air Lines



Wine jar, Lei,with ox-heads,T‘ao-t‘ieh and spiral ornament.
Height 45.4c m .: Y in  D ynasty  

Though the lid is m issing, this jar has a feature common to  many ancient Chinese 
wine jars having handles, each of which has a ring, at its  shoulder on both sides 
and also being ornamented with an ox-head shape handle on one side near the bottom . 
This jar is surprisingly well shaped and the ornamental design is delicately cast. Its 
lustre is also attractive. It is noteworthy that the sk illfulness of casting in the Y in  

D ynasty  is shown on this jar. (from Sum itom o Collection Japan.)

THE SUMITOMO BANK
OF CALIFORNIA

M i

m ss



The Japanese " Mayflower " p-¡yjfKimura

SiW. Tho facts of which I^avo vo-itto^hL^ws-e'^L VSI?  u?1fkel?r t ‘lat one uil1 be under:
1869, nine years after the^ha^go  S  ih» new S ^ ? *  Zt ^  in ’

w s r s a s r a g j t g g r . ' y s f f k «  s a
^ ^ K u s m a a  r r e f .  and a re  g e n e ra lly  known as th e  " Aizu s e t t l e r s  ”

home t h e - f a  in  £hS f o o t^ U f  0C th a  3 i^  »W ada in  C a l i f o r n ia ,  and th e y  gm
W  S e  s i t e  o T lh e  X  Mn? f ? tte  oaPita l  <* the ^  d i s t r i c t “

r ? *  °f  in reporting the activitios° of t h e ^ w l y ^ i v e ^ J ^ e s ^  ^
<‘ytPr-nizatir>n Tnf p? e abw®ys a tta c h e d  a  g r e a t  h i s t o r i c a l  im portance to  th e  f i r s t  f r u i t s  o f  i

j h u t  h e r  i a S  V i r ^ L ^  ^  S H  *“  Amerlca » a « * * »  ab th e  te n d e r  age ™  one ye. 
«lA U cam atz C o lon v  " ^ f a i a ,  l s p r P?t u a t ed fo re v e r  m  th e  name o f  th e  s t a t e .  In  th e  case  o f  th e  1

4 ^ “ o n p le t f o b l iv i o n P y  1?U s e t t l o r s * hoWOTe* » tb a  f i r s t  N ise i baby to  be b o m  was de£

,rl-th-> ^ T Jo fCT>q°nf + id  C° f af  ln  l t s  ™'df  > hoWGVQr> a 1 7 -y e a r-o ld  g i r l  c a l l e d  Okei. She d ied  
f f t d m ^ h B l n  i f ’ ®“ly  two y e a rs  i n  America, y e t  i t  was h e r g rav esto n e  t h a t ,  through a  fo i
d x. v . c irc u m stan c es , se rv ed  to  b rin g  to  l i g h t  once more n o t on ly  h e r own sad h i s to r y
to* th e  “ d e m e n t s  o f  th e  whole group o f  s e t t l e r s  to  which she belonged.

AIZU' IN DEFEAT

+. i h WaS M̂ s u d a ira  K atam ori, th e  l a s t  feu d a l lo rd  o f  A izu, who was re sp o n s ib le  f o r  serkS
0 i !  f u n  r ? S a t  cne tlm a Arabassad01, to  th e  U .S ., and h i3  d au g h ter i s  th e  p re se n t

j W c e s s  Chiohxbu. At th e  tim o o f  th e  M eiji R e s to ra t io n , i t  was M atsudaira  who was appo in ted  to  h 
wuonJ! th e  a l l i a n c e .

J The Im p eria l f o r c e s ,  flu sh ed  w ith  v ic to r y ,  la id  s ie g e  to  Wakamatsu C a s tle . The Aizu d is
+rvof> nad long been renowned f o r  th e  v a lo r  o f  i t s  sam urai, and th e  c a s t l e  p u t up a s to u t  f i g h t  ag a i

oow erfu l energy. The young boys even o rg an ized  a u n i t  c a l le d  th e  " White T iger U nit " ( By
j^AfcKOtai ), determ ined  i f  n e ce ssa ry  to  la y  down t h e i r  l iv e s  f o r  what th ey  b e lie v ed  was th e  ^ood o f

-Kml c o u n try , and when th e  c a s t l e  was f in a l ly  b u rn t down a l l  o f  them---- from U to  16 y ea rs  o f  age-
tOTHmitted h a r a k i r i .  The g i r l s ,  to e ,  o rgan ized  a u n i t  known as 11 N ayotake,"  One o f  them who s u rv i 
Wftd l a t e r  became the  w ife  o f  N iijim a  Jo , th e  c e le b ra te d  e d u c a t io n a l is t  in  Japan.

, , Alter i t s  defeat, Aizr. sank into tho depth of poverty. The lord's advisors at the time
tirvcJ Eluded a German called Eduard Schnell who' had̂  come to Japan to s e l l  arms. He won the special c 

g(jvrfiwdence of the Lord of Aizu. (rJ(M <l rn^ouon > t/MJ cA/iu dtMtfe&i. fin tcyU,
S c h n e ll had a su g g es tio n  to  make. A g o ld  ru sh , he inform ed th e  Lord o f A izu, was on th e

C a l i f o r n i a ,  and ad v en tu re rs  from a l l  over th e  w orld were making t h e i r  way th e re .  Why should  n o t
Ptt'l* send a  p a r ty  i t s e l f  ? The g o ld , o f  course ', m ight a l l  have been found a lre a d y , and too ' much cb 

• (j/uiJ n o t be hoped fo r  in  th i s  d i r e c t io n .  Even so , land  could  be bought fo r  fa im ing . ^
The Lord o f  th e  Aizu Clan accep ted  t h i s  su g g e s tio n , and s e t  about c a r ry in g  i t  in to  e f fe
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The e x ac t number o f  im m igrants in  th e  p a r ty  i s  n o t known j some p u t i t  as low as 17, b\ 
seem s■■ l i k e l y  th e re  were a t  l e a s t  35 o r  36. The le a d e r  was S c h n e ll, and a sm all number o f  sac 
were in c lu d e d , b u t th e  m a jo r ity  were fa rm e rs , c a rp e n te rs  and th e  l i k e .
n 0 P1* ^  a lso  in c lu d ed  women- S c h e l l ' s w ife  and O kei, h e r  companion. Accounts in  Amej

sp ap e rs  su g g est t h a t  th e re  were two o th e r  women, b u t th e re  i s  n o th ig  to  confirm  t h i s .

S£s =  sk ̂
Since S i J l a  T t H  2 & & Z & Z 2  a
n f  n L  ? 1 o f  t,K3lr a c t i v i t i e s  enn bo found by thumbing through ' th e  o ld  news™
o f  n u j ^ u w r n i m  prosohvod in  tho  C a l ifo rn ia  S ta te  L ib ra ry . ™  %  SP'
n r r m ^ ^ * N̂ | , ^ U shod  ln  San ^ a n o i s c o ,  c a r r ie d  th e  fo llo w in g  a r t i c l e  in  th<Mpronj. non t p o s i t io n  on i t s  f r o n t  page on May 17, 1S69 : '  6 ln  1
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ARRIVAL- OF JAPANESE EMIGRANTS f

Three:;Japanese Fa.nD.liGS—-T h ir ty  More Coir. Lng Soon— Probability that th e  D efeated P rin ce  Will 
Fallow — Japan no Home f o r  Them S ince the C iv il  War*

A P ru ss ia n  gentlem an, H err S ch n e ll by name, who fo r  te n  y e a rs  l iv e d  in  th e  n o rth e rn  
p a r t  o f  Jap an , has landed in  San F ran c isco  w ith  th re e  Japanese fa m il ie s .  These t h ree  fam i-  
l i e s  form th e  advance guard o f  a group o f  f o r ty  fa m il ie s  new on i t s  way t a  th i s  p o r t .  H igh- 
i^Tmore fa m il ie s  a re  to  fo llo w , making a t o t a l  o f  120 fa m ilie s  and fo u r  hundred persons 
coming to  C a l i fo rn ia  to  e s ta b l i s h  a  permanent co lony here#

As a r e s u l t  o f  th e  d e fe a t  o f  th e  Aizu C lan , he was com pelled to  f in d  some p e a c e fu l 
o ccu pation  e lsew here . I t  i s  a p p a re n tly  no mere rumor t h a t  th re e  p r in c e s  a re  to  fo llo w  him 
h e re  to  sh a re  t h e i r  f a te  w ith  him# H err S ch n e ll has 120 fo llo w e rs , who look  up to  him as a  
f a th e r .  His c h ie f  ta s k  f o r  th e  moment, he d e c la r e s ,  i s  to  help; them and to  t r a i n  them to  
comply w ith  American laws and custom s.

These Jap an ese , f a r  from being  s e r f s ,  a re  f r e e  p eop le . Should th e  p rin c e  o f  Aizu come, 
many more im m igrants and t h e i r  fa m ilie s  a re  due to  fe llo w . A ll o f  them a re  p e r f e c t  g e n t l e < |  
men, b rough t up i n  re s p e c ta b le  f a m ilie s  and h ig h ly  ed u ca ted , and th e re  i s  no doubt b u t t h a t  , 
th ey  w il l° a c c e p t  and conform to  th e  laws and custom s o f  th i s  co u n try .

The com pletion  o f  th e  t r a n s c o n t in e n ta l  ra ilw a y  around th a t  tim e had thrown la rg e  num­
b e rs  o f  Chinese la b o re rs  o u t o f  work, who were now seek ing  any job  th e y  could  g e t ,  a t  v e ry  
low wages. There had been c o n s id e ra b le  f e e l in g  in  fa v o r  o f e x p e ll in g  th e  C hinese, a n -  t h i s  
had r e s u l te d  i n  th e  s o -c a l le d  u P i g t a i l  O rd in an ce .” Knowing t h i s ,  S c h n e ll was a f r a id  t h a t  
th e  two r a c e s ,  s u p e r f i c i a l l y  resem bling  each o th e r ,  m ight be con fused , and a d r o i t ly  took  
s te p s  to  s t r e s s  t h e i r  g r e a t  d i f f e r e n c e .

REMINISCENCES OF AN OCTOGENARIAN

The n a r r a t iv e  from now on i s  based on a s y n th e s is  o f  numerous newopapei 1 
the  r e s u l t s  o f p e rso n a l in v e s t ig a t io n s  made by th e  p re s e n t  w r i te r .  The p a r ty  s e t t l e d  down
a mountain v i l la g o  c a l le d  Colema in  El Dorado County . q ^ h re l l  had e s te

Tnc A lta  D ailv  News o f June 16 o f  th e  same y e a r  c a r r ie s  a  r e p o r t _ t h a t  S ch n e ll had^esra
to  bo c a l le d  th e  ” Town o f  Wakamatz, w h ile  the_Sacram ento rn^on ,

S c h n e ll, o f  th e  Japanese co lony  in  El Dorado County, rmltosa. f in e  
oso and Chinese p la n t s ,  grown n ear Go Id  H i l l ,  El Dorado County, ds which

Mo nvn observe^ some f in e  h e a lth y  te a  p la n ts ,  grown f^om -  *
t o  i S h  o f March t o t / W  p la n ts  aro 'S E S u t fo u r  inches high a n d ^ a r ^

v igorous and hea lth y .'A ie  some e x h ib i to r  e x h ib i ts  a  specimen o f g s sa , or0 1  — » r io e
th o V w ith 'a  quantity o f  th o  seods and a sample o f  th e  o i l .  He a iso  e x h ib its  sam ples turn
p la n ts  and n. specim en o f  tho  Japanoso p a ^ o r j r o o .

At f i r s t  th u s ,  tho  p ro sp e c ts  fo r  th i s  p io n e e rin g  p ro je c t  seemed

? ^ ^ r ; ° ^ " t h f  W ,  w i t h ^ n g  d e b ts ,h e  J
f i n a l ly  nbondoned th e  p a r ty  and fled , back to  Jap an , a f t e r  having

The Japanese  l o f t  behind d id  n o t have th e  f a r e  home. And jl is  oun way ,  thus
come a l l  th e  way to  A m ric a , j u s t  because work d id  t  g ^  t  Matsunosuke and th e
in  sea rch  o f  sons way o f  ea rn in g  a  h  ^ V o ^  C ^D  th e  o v e rsp er o f  th e  land , 
g i r l  O kei-—-were —  * ^ V o e r  « M S ?  ^

In 1930, I0 , I  met an o ld  man called nenry oi ouu ^ —  * out into the
je rso n a lly . Halo and h e a r ty  d e s p i te  lus eigfc y -  w henkhe wore Japanese kimo-
>ields to  work. " O kei-san was a n ic e  g i r l ,  ho to ld  me, and WMn s . ^ b r i g h t ,  and

A ,  « 3  fond <* He shed te a r ,

K C S i M i .  o f  some feveriti

lln; ik e  'Japanese .ptarty. ttoioludedn »nUod tfaiuniizu womef
. ,r. ,,'l >, , . i ‘ 1 m \  ■ ' !Ut " -'l 1 5 Vt w v i s d  and
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The Japanese party included a man called Masumizu Kuninosuke, a clever man 
who at one time went gold-seeking and digging and found nuggets worth #3000 
Since women were scarce in Calif, and most of the party did not marry, but 
Masumizu got married and had a baby, This child was the first Nisei, He 
lived with his mother in Sacto after she became a wddow, working as a 
barber, and may be alive and well to this day.
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Okoi was d e lig h te d  a t  th e  news o f  th e  b ab y 's  a r r i v a l  in  th e  Japanese com m inity, p a r t i ­
c u la r ly  s in c e  th e y  l iv e d  in  an ¿area, n ea r th e  o r ig in a l  C a l ifo rn ia  go ld -m in ing  b e l t ,  where 
k i l l in g s  were a  more f re q u e n t o ccu rrence  th an  b i r t h s .K n i t t in g  a  ja c k e t  f o r  th e  new baby 
she took i t  one day ac ro ss  th e  h i l l s  to  Sacramento, where th e  Matsuzumi l iv e d .  On h e r 
r e tu r n ,  she com plained o f  f e e l in g  .unw ell and took to  h e r  bed. A h ig h  fe v e r  developed ,
and soon , w ith o u t a  word o f  r e g r e t  o r  o f  long ing  f o r  h e r  f a r - o f f  home, she passed  awair.

•’F if te e n  y e a rs  l a t e r ,  in  1886, a m arble t a b l e t  was e re c te d  to  O kei’s memory a t  th e  
su g g es tio n  o f  S ak u ra i M atsunosuke. He c o l le c te d  money, f o r  th e  purpose from th o se  o th e r  
members o f  th e  o r ig in a l  p a r ty  whom he could  t r a c e ,  and w rote  th e  in s c r ip t io n  f o r  th e  
m arble in  Japanese  c a l l ig ra p h y . The f r o n t  was w r i t t e n  i n  Jap an ese , w h ile  on th e  back was 
th e  in s c r ip t io n  i n  E n g lish  ¡. IN MEMORY OF OKEI? DIED 1871, AGED 19 YEARS' ( A Japanese 
g i r l  ) .

This was th e  l a s t  a c t io n  o f  th e  Japanese  im m igrants in  c o n c e r t ,  how ever, and a f t e r  
t h i s  n o t on ly  Okei b u t th e  Wakamatz Colony i t s e l f  sank in to  com plete o b liv io n .

One re a so n , o f  c o u rse , was th e  d e a th  o f  members o f  th e  p a r ty ,  b u t a n o th e r was t h a t  
th e  Japanese fa rm ers l e f t  th e  a re a  and went to  farm s i n  o th e r  d i s t r i c t s  in  s e a rc h  p f  \aXlo 
work. . i\^

OKBI RESURRECTED

A fte r  th e  F i r s t  World War, how ever, la rg e  numbers o f  Japanese fa rm ers poured in to  
th e  Coloma a re a . They d isc o v e re d , in  th e  bush on th e  to p  o f  a  h i l l ,  a  m arble g rav esto n e  \ 
b u r ie d  in  th e  g ra ss  and engraved w ith  th e  name o f  a  Japanese  woman. Round abou t i t ,  re d  \ 
w ild  ro se s  were growing i n  p ro fu s io n . People s a id ,  how ever, t h a t  th e  g rave w ith  re d  ro se s j^  
was t h a t  o f  a  p r o s t i t u t e ,  and th e y  accep ted  th e  s to r y .  A t th e  b eg inn ing  o f  th e  Showa —
P e r io d , a pho toof th e  grave was s e n t  to  th e  Japanese  Foregn O ff ic e , and a t  th e  tim e when. ...,4 
we f i r s t  saw i t  th e  same s to r y  was b e lie v e d  among o f f i c i a l s  th e re  .too,.-

However, a  newspaperman c a l le d  Takeda S e tsu jo  had h is  d o u b ts h abou t th e  s to r y .  P er­
haps th e  f a c t  t h a t  ho came from th e  same p re fe c tu re  as Okei—-Fukushima----had some b e a r­
in g  on th e  m a tte r .

He went to  a  house s tan d in g  n e a r th e  bush to  a s k ' i f  an y th in g  was . known o f  th e  g rave .
By a s tra n g e  c o in c id en e e , i t  was th e  hornet o f  th e  Veer Camp) fa m ily , and o ld  Henry to ld  him 
th e  sad  s to ry  o f  th e  Japanese  s e t t l e r s  and th e  unhappy, i l l - f a t e d  l i f e  o f  O kei.

In  th e  same house were p re se rv ed  a  number o f  r e l i c s  o f  th e  p a r ty ,  among them th e ban— 
n e a re re se n te d  to  i t  by th e  Lord o f  Aizu ( h a l f  o f  i t  c o n s is t s 1 o f  th e  R is in g  Sun, h a l f  o f 
th e  ho lly h o ck  c r e s ty o f  th e  M atsudaira  fam ily  ) 5 a  dagger d e co ra te d  w ith  g o ld  from  th e  same": 
so u rc o 5~and a lo o se”'o u te r  kimono o f  a  r ic h n e s s  found o n ly  i n  th e  d re ss  o f  nob le  la d ie s .
And th e  f a c t  th a t  the*:, s t o r i e s  o f  th e  Wakamatsu Colony were n o t a w ild  f i c t i o n  was borne 
o u t by th e  accounts s c a t te r e d  th rough  American new spapers o f  th e  tim e.

W hile I  was in v e s t ig a t in g  th e  s u b je c t  on th e  s p o t ,  I  was v is i te d ^ b y  a  r e p o r te r  from 
an American new spaper, and as a  r e s u l t  th e re  appeared  i n  th e  Fresno.. Bee.,, and o th e r  H oarst 
new spapers a  lo n g , h a lf -p a g e  a r t i c l e  about M th e  f i r s t  Japanese  g i r l  who- came to  - S ta te s ,  
i n  th e  v a in  hope o f  p roducing  s i l k ,  M accompanied by a  photograph o f  th e  g rav e . On my r e —W. 
tu r n  to  Jap an , I  v i s i t e d  A izu ag a in  i n  s e a rc h  o f  f u r th e r  m a te r ia l ,  b u t everybody who knew 
an y th in g  in  Aizu was a lre a d y  dead ex cep t f o r  th e  o ld  m other o f  th e  c i t y  mayor.. ^

On th e  b a s is  o f  my f in d s ,  I  w rote a  no v e l about O kei, Okei o f  El Dorado.,which was 
made in to  a  movie soon a f t e r ,  e n t i t l e d  Flower in  th e  Storm and s t a r r in g  Yamada Isu zu .  ̂
However, w ith  th e  adven t o f  World War I I  s h o r t ly  a f t e r ,  such s to r i e s  o f f r ie n d s h ip  w ith  
th e  U.S. became taboo in  Japan . In  Am erica, a p p a re n tly , th e  s i t u a t io n  was somewhat d i f f e r ­
e n t ,  f o r  I  h e a rd , when I  went th e re  f o r  th e  San F ran c isco  C onference, t h a t  th e  s to ry  o f  
Okei had been b ro a d c a s t on th e  ra d io  th e re  d u ring  th e  war a t  l e a s t  fo u r  tim es .

A fte r  th e  w ar, a campaign s t a r t e d  in  A izu, O kei1 s o r ig in a l  home, to  have a  ta b le t  in  
h e r  memory e re c te d  th e re  a ls o .  A s i t e  was chosen a t  th e  upper te rm in a l o f  th e  c ab le  c a r  
on Seaburiyam a, a t  th e  famed b e a u ty -sp o t and spa o f  H igashiyam a, and renamed .¡old H i l l  
a f t e r  th e  s i t e  in  Am erica. A photograph o f  Okei*s g rav esto n e  was o b ta in ed  from  America 
and a s im i la r -one* i n  m arb le , was e re c te d  in  th e  autumn o f  195$. . „

In  August l a s t  y e a r ,  a  p lay  on th e  theme o f  Okei was p u t on a t  th e  K abuki-za in  lokyo. 
E n t i t le d  Gold H ill ,  th e  s to r y  o f  th e  p la y  was w r i t te n  by m yself and th e  d ia lo g u e  by lwaya
S h in 'i c h i .  , , . t , „ 3  i +

B efore World War I I ,  U .S. im m igration  laws were v e ry  sev e re  tow ard^Japanese, and u
was almost impossible for a Japanese girl to go to America. Naturally, thus, the young 
Japanese men who went to the U.S. in the past found it difficult to secure wives. All the 
more reason, then, why they should, find, an object of interest and. boundless 
Affection in this story of Okei —— Okei, who was one of their forerunners, who 
maintained herself spotless throughout all, and whose spirit was finally laid 
to rest on American soil. It was in a frame of mind akin to that of the

. m e d i e v a l t h a t  w o ^ 1 ‘L g 0 JJ j ° - 1 p a y -their respects at her grave, For them, she had become a  type 0 1  etineraal
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?A Sacramento Daily Union ~ May 28, 1869 « Po-C«*4«
*) From San Francisco Alta « May 27th@ ^
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11 ARRIVAL OP THE JAPANESE IÎ.I/ÎIGRAHTSwma H

Hepp Schnell, a Prussian gentlemen for 10 years past resident 
in northern principalities of Japan, has arrived with 3 - 
Japanese Families» These families are the precursors of 40 
Japanese families now on the way for our port, and of a 
further accession of 80 families making in all 120 families, 
or say 400 persons are coming here for permanent settlement«
They are mostly silk cultivators and manufacturers! some are 
tea culturists, they bring with them 50,000 tree is of the 
Morus Alba, 3 years old» This is the most tender leaf of_all 
uEe‘ mulberries, ~and makes the best silk in the country» They 
bring a great number of bamboo plants.of the large variety, 
useful for a thousand purposes, they are 12 ft© high* Also,
500 Vegetable Wa;x tree1 s 4 ft* high and "3 yrs• '"'old - they 
bring also 6,000*000 of tea nuts, the seed of the tea plant is a 
small nut®
Herr schnell was interpreting Secretary to the Prussian 
Legation and latterly Minister of Finance to the Northern 
Principalities at War with the Mikado® He is complete master 
of the Japanese language and was attached to Prince Idsu, W 2U 
under whom he held an important command* The defeat of the North 
has obliged him to seek elsewhere for peace and occupation*
It is not improbable the 3 Princes will -’follow him and share 
his fortunes*

ojjJ) 1 a

3

Herr Schnell possessed 120 retainers and their families, tney 
look to him for means of living/and guidance in a way to 
conform to the law and usage of our country* They arejnerfs, 
but free* v -
If the Princes cone they may bring many more industrial 

^families, they are highly educated and polished gentlemen, 
y  with families brought up In the highest refinement* They‘fully 

comprehend our laws and usages and will conform td them*
/It should be understood that the Japanese conduct themselves 

j  with dignity; but they are prompt to repel insult and 
imposition, they cannot safely be treated as Chinamen often are* 
They come With their families} they bring skill and industry to
develops our resources* Herr Schnell means to buy Government 
Land not in the valleys, which are unsuited! but in the cheaper 
hill or mountain lands* These gravelly loams are best -adapted 
to the healthiest growth of silk£ and especially is it an Axiom!
” Hills for the fine teas, dales\for the coarse* !f, r * ¿A,

“7  . W n *  ^
Schnell knew that we were over stocked with common mulberry 
tree!s in the nursery, with very few set out for permanent _ _brought his own treê -s, he does ̂ not intend

old have another full 
eggs or cocoon*S jÂ J Q j j

E « |g J  $*

planation! so 
to feed Yiorms 
years growth*

ne nas 
bill his t 
The Japañe

ree*s now ó yrs* 
do not esteeme

scarce rooted In the nursery*

TVJ
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5 ¿t* is the standard height of planation mulberries in Japan* 
t'viet reve>" near the stem, but the branches are allowed to 
g'roi; clear to the ground, thus giving the bark protection from

iu n 1 CS-J.O. e

'Their mode of feeding is to cut off the entire branch* insoead 
of plucking, the leaves and thus the worm has always -a cleanly 
feeding place* We are doing the same and we give it approval.
Herr Schnell would reel our California Cocoon*s this year if he 
could find i±Lem" of merchantable quality. Eut such as they are 
at Neuman1 s/Exhibition would not answer at all^ ”fhey are fit 
only for shoddy.
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Sacramento Union 
From piacervilie.

» June 8, 1869 
June 7«

Schnell and Bennetts, agents and managers for the Japanese 
Families, now enr'oute for this state, have purchased the 
ranch of Charles Graner,neap Gold Hill in this County, paying 
$5,000 therefore* They express themselves highly pleased 
with the location for all the purposes contemplated for 
silk and tea culture*
They design increasing their area at least 2,000 acres* The 
nature of the ground in that locality will allow giving them 
nearly or quite a connected plantation of that dimension*

2m Sacramento Daily Union 
From Placerville 9/1.6

Mon. t* 18« 1869-PJ-C4

In a former letter I spoke of the Japanese Colony which locatec 
at Gold Hill several months ago, and gave items as I received 
them, in part from Schnell, the agent, hut more generally 
from those who from their business relations with the Colony,
I thought I could rely upon what they said*
Circumstances have of late shown that my informants were 
deceived or if not, they deceived others* There are but _8 
Japanese - 4 males and the same number of females and it~is

here*not known that any more are on 
at the time of arrival of those 
embarked from their native country.

ne way here* The 140 reported 
here, soon to arrive never

’rom what I can learn
it looks as if the thing would be a fizzle M yet in ail 
hope their efforts will be crowned with success. Of the 
several million tea seeds brought and planted by the Colony 
less than 150 plants have been produced and they are in a 
puny condition; besides oniyCWof the 'fine mulberry tree’s 
of the severs.l hundred brbugl 
to stand the heat and dry summer#

are alive, not having been able

V

The president *of the State Agricultural Society must have 
been deceived also: or he would not have incorporated the 
following into his address delivered at the Pavilion on the 
7th* inst*:
Experiments in Tea culture now being made in ElDorado 
County, by a large company of Japanese, who have migrated 
to our State for that purpose within the last year, are giving 
evidence of success beyond all expectations* The plants, 
set out under most disadvantageous circumstances late in the 
Vseason, are growing much better than in Japan, end the 
question of the successful production of Tea in all our 
foothills is fully settled already - The only question 

I remaining to be decided being the quality of the tea produced,

Band the experiment so far gives good Indication of a 
favorable answer to this question*



There arrived yesterday morning from San Francisco and were 
forwarded to Placerville, to be sent to the Japanese Colony1s 
settlement near that place about 60 boxes, containing tea 
plants, 18 packages fruit tree*s most of which were brought out 
from Japan by the last steamer* The more advanced of the tea 
plants were growing in (JXmXnutive' hot houses®^

Sacramento Daily Union - Wed* March 
THE JAPANESE COLONY

2, 1870 P-2-C-5

The Japanese Colony in ElDorado under Herr Schnell is 
progressing — Schnell has just received in excellent condition 
and is having them set out as fast as possible, 140,000 
of the tea p3 arviia— He expects to have at least 5 chescs Ox 
tea on exhibition at the next State Fairy Of this years 
growth from the set out last year*
The picking of the tea is done during the month of June, 
therefore the plant requires but little irregation*

Sacramento Daily Union - Tuesday April 5, 1870 - P2-C1 

TEA CULTURE AT HOME
We have already one tea planation in this state - that near 
Gold mil, ElDorado County, where some Japanese have planted 
about 50 acres. The question whether the business will pay 
or not is imoortant, since the tea consumption of the U* S. 
aggregates about 40,000,000 lbs. per year, at an average cost 
of°34/ per lb. The total cost of this tea is about 13,600.000 
which we have to pay to China and Japan. In favor of the business 
we have first — the duty of 20^ per lb* second — tne cost 
of shipment across the pacific and third- that salt water 
carriage for a long time depreciates the quality of tea*
The cost of average tea at HongKong or' Yokohoma is about 
12-J-p per lb© Cost of shipment and Insurance and exchange 
more- Total cost including duty at 3 4 ^  of this we have 22tp 
as the premium offered tea growers in California. This ought 
to make the business pay if we can induce experienced growers 
to come over here from China and Japan and give It a fair 
trial©



6© P5-C2Saicramento Dailty Union 4 June 11« 1870

JAPANESE PLANTATION

Herr Schnell, prop, of the Japanese plantation in 
ElDorado County paid a visit to the city yesterday and 
brought with him a small sample of Jiea grown and cured 
on the plantation within the past week. It was of a 

darkgreen color such as the natural leaf would attain 
on being dried. It was pronounced by all who tasted 
it to be of a quality equal to the average imported 
Japanese tea®

7© Sacramento Daily Union - Thurs. Sept. 15 1870 -P5-C1.

JAPANESE CONTRIBUTION
Herr Schnell of the Japanese Plantation near Placerville 
passed through the city yesterday accompanied by 2 of 
his Japanese co-workers enroute for the San Francisco Fair 
with articles to be exhibited at the Horticultural 
now in progress. These articles consisted of tea planus 
2 years of age and other 1 year old seedlings ¿also, which 
the Japanese make their celebrated strong paper and of a 
plant from seed of which a fine salad ..oil_ls obtained© 
Schnell had with him a small bottle of olive oil which 
he had pressed from 4 lbs. of seed. It was of good 
appearance and flavor. He obtained a valuable fund of 
Information with regards to the culture of silk in our 
climate.

8 * San Francisco Call - Sept« 4» 1870 Sund ay P2C1
STATE Pair

Class Five-Misc:
Exhibition of Mountain Rive, Ava Plant, Paper Plant, 
Tea Plant and Oil Tree: J. H* Schnell of ElDorado 
County. Diploma/I5*00

V
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SILK CULTURE IN ELDORADO COUNTY

Besides the Immigrant ion of Japanese in this county with a 
view to silk culture, the Democrat thus refers to 
of one Reiber in the same businessf it remarks:

he efforts

To Louis Reiber, a German residing 6 miles east of this city, 
belongs the credit of having first introduced the cultivation 
of silk into this county* More than a year ago Reiber took the 
initiatory steps by taking from the San Jose Nursery and 
planting upon his ranch a number of mulberry tree1s© The soil
and climate was found to be well adapted to their growth,
induced him to invest in the business and give 
He has a fine ranch upon which can be produced

i t
which 

fair trial.
my thing that

is grown in this climate© He owns the water rights with which
to irrigate, wm.cn 
of 2%r miles at consideraci

he brings in ditches and pipes a distance
2 tons of lead pipe* He has now between 3,900 
tree*s of the various kinds used feeding the worms

,e expense, having naa to use about
and 4,000 fine

such as
the Morus Multicaulis, Morus Morett and Morus alba. All are 
which doing well* He has a. .so put 

1 —
out 6,000 cuttings which

have sprouted and doing finely. His worms are now feeding of 
which he has 2 kinds* With their distinctive titles we are ' 
not acquainted, but- numerically speaking their name Is 
,f legion 11 Reiber has associated with him in business, Louis 
Hess, a German and late resident of Prance, who is well versed 
in the silk business*

<N
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1$T JAPANESE 
IN U S. LEFT  
BLACK KIN

BY STANLEY 0  WILLIFORD
Tin»» Staff Writer \  & - tr“ f

The only known : descendants pof; the 
original colony of Japanese to come to 
America in  1869 are black. , ;  ̂ -

This came as a  surprise to  many Japanese 
last year when they celebrated the centenni­
al of the ir existence in  this country. I t  came 
as a surprise to  the black families, also. V 

An ensuing search of historical records 
show th a t not long after; Kuninosuke 
Masumizu arriyed a t  Gold Hill in  E l Dorado 
County as a  member of the W akamatsu Tea 
and Silk Colony, he married the daughter of 
a  Blackfoot Indian woman and her Freed­
man (freed slave) hpsband. '■

A 20-year-old carpenter, he had come with 
either the first or second contingent of 
colonists seeking to  escape the battles 
between the feudal lords and the emperor in 

• Japan.
His m arriage produced three children 

two sons, G r a n t  and H a r r y ,  and a 
daughter Clara. He died in  1915 a t the age of 
66. Today only the lines of Clara and H arry 
survive. H arry had one daughter who wed a 
Chinese named Wong.

Clara, however, married the son of a 
Welsh-German brew er named Elebeck and a 
woman w ith Choctaw and Negro blood. 
They had four children — Qeorge, ’ Harry, 
Helen and Geraldine—all of whom are alive. 

Black Descendants Represent Colony 
When a Japanese-A m erican C i t i z e n  

League banquet was held a t Sacramento's 
El Dorado Hotel, it  was the black descend-, 
ants of "Kuni" (as he was known) who rep­
resented tha t pioneer colony. t • - v > 

According to  Akiji Yoshimura, one of the 
Wakamatsu Centennial Committee members 
and longtime historian of the colony, the 
relatives of Kuni were found quite by 
accident.

"The picture of Kuni (the only known 
picture of any of the colonists) was published, 
in the Sacramento Union. We were publish­
ing it  to call attention to th e . centennial. 
Apparently one of his grandchildren hap­
pened to  notice it and recalled it was his 
grandfather,'1 said Yoshimura.

In fact, when Mrs. Geraldine McWilliams 
(Kuni's granddaughter) saw the photo she 
thought it was her deceased Uncle Grant 
Masumizu, Kuni's son. She was born shortly 
before her grandfather's death and' ¿ad no 
clear idea of w hat he looked like. - !

To make matters more difficult, the name 
Masumizu was spelled quite differently. The 
family had Africanized the spelling to 
"Massmedzu."

But the caption revealed enough to make 
her know the picture was of someone W her'"  
family and she sent her daughter, Mrs, Ciefa'P

■ ' ’j.'" 1? ■ ‘ " ; > . . , > - ;
DESCENDANTS—rHelen Starnes, left, and George Elebeck J r . discuss artlcTe oh the Wak- y f j  
amatsu settlement. In center is niece; Mrs. Clara Heady..Mrs., Starnes and Elebeck are sis- :1 
ter and brother and are, grandchildren of Kuninoskue Masumizu, pioneer Japanese settler,

■ ' ■ v ’  ̂ v* ’ -*1*.......  /  . ’v. • • ;•* Timesphoicj

Kuninosuke Masumizu

■ \j  \
L. Heady, to find out how the paper got it. ,, 
, Soon afterw ard,'H enry Taketa, a  Sacra­

mento attorney and member of the centen­
nial committee, got in touch with George 
Elebeck Jr., Mrs. McWilliam's brother. ’ 

Taketa, told the h istory of the Wakamatsu 
Colony to Elebeck and. requestedj tha t he 
and: the family come to the banquet.

Elebeck, 68, Is the ! oldest ; of ’ Kutii'S '^ ' 
. grandchildren and ,the one who, remembers ’ 2 

' .him best. ’ >,.• : A i j
He says his grandfather was a fisherman, a ’Jj 

«  farmer and a  quiet, reflective man who mad? ; 4 
" a good living for his family. . { /■ 5 |

Elebeck, who, like his two sisters, jives  In i f  
'-Sacram ento 's Oakpark section, said, h>s.2
• grandfather often acted as interpreter in the J
* Sacramento courtrooms and'"was the.first to:
... own a fishmarket in the city." .;

According to Mrs. Fern Sayre, Sacramento ■
• historian and originator of much of the 
.' research on the Wakamatsu Colony, Kuni

"was a  Very brilliant m an and Very; well 
thought of. He spoke Spanish; English and 

■ Japanese.“ -- . . K-'-j #
Historian Yoshimura,, \vho lives in Colusa 

;. where Kuni is buried, recalls:, ;
"When my mother arrived Kuni ,waa still 

,. living. During tha t, time, Kuhi served - as 
. in terpreter for the Japanese. My mother Said •
•?. Kuni had taken her to the doctor and. served 
; as interpreter. I'm sur.e he did1 this for a  lot j 

. of people,* / ■ - j
Thé Masumizu descendants, who look ahd ■

, have ¿Iways considered, themselves Negro. ;
' say they have no identification w ith the  ;

* Japanese community. SgffiÈ »
5 ' Elebeck, who knows a number of Japanese

in the area from his school days, says he Has ■
. more contact than anyone,, bu t hé;'indicated 

: tha t this was casual, Still h e is, honored.-that ■
’. his grandfather established .the only known ]

1 Please Turn to Back Page, Col, t
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"You couldn't-very w ell 
g tell m y  grandfather was 
> Japanese un til you looked 

close a t’him  or talked to* 
?. h im kH e - looked more like  
t • an  Indian," Elebeck said. 

Eleheck also remembers 
some o f t  he hard times the 
Japanese^ had later, al­
though h e , d e n i  e s  h  i s 

- " grandfather- ever suffered 
any discrimination.

Elebeck believes that h e . 
personally 'and th e Negro 
generally have always re­
ceived fair treatment from 

■ the Japanese. . ;
, "Japanese have never 

been prejudiced against 
Negroes in California that 
I know of," he said.

Some’; h i s t o r i a n s "  of 
the American Japanese be­
lieve. Kuni simply fished 
the Sacraménto River to 
make a living, was not 
particularly close to his 
countrymen and, except 
for his efforts as interpre­
ter,-m ight not have had 
contact at alL 

Taketa speculated that 
Kuni m ight have been out 
of touch with other Japa- < 

; nese because he had pre- 
ceded them by so many 
years.

J a panese immigration

was. not heavy until near 
the turn of the century. 
By that tim e Kuni .was 
more than 50. years old 
with a * black > wife -and 
three, grown children;

But little ‘is really known 
about Kuni./;,.* *,

It- is believed - that ,h e  
: came to America*’ with a 

contingent -from ,the be­
sieged A iz u . Wakamatsu 
community in ' Japan to  
build a refuge in the new  
land. r

Led by 3 Butch or 
German t r a d . e r  named 

• Eduard Schnell, the first 
group arrived in the port 
of San Francisco on the 
ship , "China" on May 27,- 1869:-'« - - ...
• Schnell then arranged 
the purchase of 160 acres 
near Gold Hill in El Dora­
do County where the colo­
ny intended to grow tea 
and mulberry trees for 
silk.;’* . . . .

But. the new colony soon 
failed >and its 30 or so- 
members left,; either to 
return to Japan or to find 
new  h o m e s  throughout 
the country;. * ■.

W ith the dissolution’ of 
the colony, three members 
were know n-to have r e - - 
mained in the area—a 17- 
year-old girl named Okei, 
a samurai warrior named

Sakurai Matsunosuke and 
Kuni.- - ; *f>y' s 

Kuni o u t l i v e d  them  
both. However,- Okei, who 
died’ at .19, became a

• legend f  which-! came to  
: symbolize the short exis­

tence of the colony, in the 
new land.

f Kuni, until recently, had 
’ been nearly forgotten.
V,. Carrie, K u n i ’ s w i f e ,  

made .even  less of an 
impact on history. One of 
the few historical accounts 
of her comes from a book 
written by German histor­
ian, Dr. Kurt Meissner.

"Kurd's Negro w ife only 
knew to explain that when 
her first child was born, a 1 
young, girl came out from  
-the h ills, and gave the
• baby a piece of clothing as 
a present.

"This girl must have 
been Okei-san who wanted 
to make a present for her 
traveling companion and 
old friend Kuni. According 
to Japanese custom a con­

gratulation gift is given to 
the first born. Not much 
later Okei-san died."

To everyone in the com­
munity, Elebeck said, his 
grandmother was known, 
as Aunt Carrie, a woman 
who visited anyone's sick  
child and had a habit of

smoking a corn cob pipe.
* "Carrie, who was 6 feet 

• tall,1 towered over her 
husband, Kuni, who w as 8 
inches shorter,, and out- 

I Jjved him  by more than 27 
years," Elebeck said.

According to Elebeck, 
who says be is about to 
start legal action to regain 
h i s  grandparent's l o s t  
property in Colusa, he. has 
possession of a map which 
Carrie told him marked a 

, vein of gold.
Kuni, he said, because of 

laws prohibiting Orientals 
•from h a v i n g  m i n i n g  
rights, finally blew up the 
mine.

However, the f a m i l y  
moved and eventually lost 
control of the property, he 

c said.
The Masumizu blood, of 

course, also flows through 
Elebeck's two sons and 
the children of his two 
sisters and brother.
- And Harry Masumizu, 
Elebeck's uncle, has a 
daughter Juanita Wong, 
who has two sons.

But the youth, for the 
- most part, know nothing 
of their great grandfather 
or his culture. And though 
their blood is a composite 
of many ethnic, groups, 
their involvement is al­
most totally black.



Wakamatsu Tea and Silk Farm Monument was dedicated yesterday at Gold Hill In El Dorado County by Japanese American Citizens League

Japanese Bowed Here With Wakamatsu Tea and Silk Colony

¡TRST lirtfrri grant- g n n r p r  
from Japan to the United 
States arrived in Califor­
nia 100 years ago last 
month, more than 20 years 

after the discovery of gold at Colo- 
ma and at a time when all Sari 
Francisco was still talking about • 
the Golden Spike event over in 

.„Utah that signified the completion,
■ of the eastbound (Central Pacific s 

Railroad and the westbound Union, 
Pacific into a great transcontinen-.| 
tal rail line linking our nation’s 
east and west coasts. ,

The group arrived in San Fran--;
. cisco from Aizu Wakamatsu;; Ja-T 

pan, aboard the sidewheeler China,$ 
of the Pacific Mail S t e a m s h i p  
Company on May 27,1869. Within a 
period of a little more than a week 
the little band of 26 Japanese im­
migrants were settled at E l Dora­
do County’s Gold Hill where they 
energetically established the Wak-| 
amatsu Tea and Silk Company al-.- 
most at the outskirts' of Coloma.T 
The date of the colony’s founding i 
has been set as June 7,1869 — just 
100 years ago yesterday,
| To commemorate the |historic? 
event Mrs. Ronald Reagan, wife of 
the California governor, yesterday 
joined hands with Mrs. Seiehi ShM 
ma, wife of the Japanese Consul i 
G e n e r a l  headquartered in San; 
Francisco, and together they un-', 
veiled a monumental plaque mark­
ing the Centennial of the Wakama-/ 
tusu colony. It was a gala occasion 
for the Japanese American CitiT, 
zens League, El, Dorado County, , 
and the little communities of Gold 
Hill and Coloma. Governor Reagan' 
[^>sonjian^f

rspThe dry «climate ».-of 1869, - insuffk f  
cient water for irrigation, and lack 
of furids promised them, doomed 
the Wakamatusu colony to'failure ", 
in less than two years. After hold­
ing out as long as they could by 
selling their belongings, they scat­
tered elsewhere. Only Matsuno- 
suke Sakurai and Okei Ito re- 

; mained and were befriended by the 
Francis Veerkamp family, y;

T HIS VALIANT band of colon­
ists proceeded to Sacramento 
by riverboat, traveled over­

land by wagon to Placerville and 
j Gold Hill, and established the Wak­
amatsu Tea and Silk Farm Colony 
of Gold Hill by'clearing the land, 
building their homes and cultivat­
ing plants and seed including 50,000 
three-year-old mulberry trees for 
silk farms — trees brought with 

• them from their native land. - 
, . Congressman Harold T. Johnson 
who represents 19 California coun­
ties including El Dorado, recently |  

; addressed the House of Represent- } 
atives in Washington commending . ” 
the Japanese ..American .Citizens ; 
League for its Centennial celebra- 

• tion of the Wakmatsu colony.
“Although the Wakarnatsu Tea 

and Silk Farm was short-lived and 
suffered its tragic ending, it sig­
naled the coming of Japanese pio­

n e e r s  to America and the begin- 
riing of their notable contribution - 
to the agricultural industry of Cali­
fornia,” the Congressman stated.
| j  “During the past three-quarters 
of tpe century , they have left their 

l marks, in the t e e m i n g  valleys 
throughout the length and breadth

dants.are carrying on.tip} work .o f .^  California and the United Stales,” 
their pioneer forebears :with the; ., wrote Taketa, “has been in the 
same devotion, determination a n d ,'’ field of agriculture. With utmost 
skill which helped to make Califor- ; patience,' perserverance and indus- 
nia the most productive farming,, t; try they cleaned, leveled and irri- 
State in the United States and the " gated land and brought crops to 
greatest agricultural region in the J bear in soil which had previously
world.
'■“It is now befitting that the land ; 

which was once the Wakamatsu -/ 
Tea and Silk colony be historically 
recognized as the site of (1) the 
only silk and tea farm in this State 
and (2) the first Venture into agri- • 
culture by Japanese immigrants in 
the United States, and (3) where 
the important participation of the 
pioneers from Japan to Califor­
nia’s agriculture had its begin­
ning.” { . W;

Last •’ night a - Centennial ' com- ?

remained idle or had been put to 
limited use for pasturage and graz­
ing.

“Japanese immigration of any 
consequence to the United States 
was in the late 1890s and early 
1900s, and their influence upon Cal­
ifornia’s farming industry was in 
direct ratio to the number of new 

■ * arrivals. However, it is most sig- 
i  nificant that its humble beginning 

was the coming of a small but 
proud and determined group from 

..¡Aizu Wakamatsu in Japan to Gold
u .ij  Hill in E l Dorado County on or memorative osnouct was ricld in  , , T « 4 «tuJL-A about June 8, 1869, to establish a Sacramento where quests heard.;, '. - ^

wmteM L e g a to  «Hi. • farm settlement, although this ven­
ture lasted less than two years andWilliam Hosokawa, associate ed i-. 

tor of the Denver Post, tell of the 
JapaneSe-American’s : boundless 
faith' in the United States. The 
speaker is the author of a book due 
riff the press early; this winter enti­
t le d  “Nisei:: The Quiet Ameri­
cans,” a story of the Japanese in 
the United States during the past 
100 years. ' /  ,

;; ended in tragedy, 
j : .-.“Aizu Wakamatsu, led by its last 
‘ feudal lord, Katamori Matsudaira 
and a number of other ruling clans 

; had the misfortune of supporting 
Tokugawa Shogunate in its conflict 
against the Emperor Meiji who fa­
vored centralized imperial power 
and had suffered a crushing de­

f e a t .  Chaos reigned for a time in 
{Japan, and there was genuine fear 

for life and, property j among the 
|  losers. ' «• \ | |
|  j “Either at the suggestion of Ed- 
iriard Sclinell, a trader^ of Dutch or

HENRY Taketa, Sacramento 
attorney' and native Cali­
fornian, detailed the Waka­

rnatsu story in the winter issue of 
The Pacific Historian, and it is
Taketa’s report ’that Congressman H  , ,
Johnson used in'the Congressional $  German descent and a long-time 
Record - confidant of the lord of the Aizu

' . ■. ' , ,  .r Wakamatsu, or (maybe) to prepare
“The,m ost notable - contribution , , . f ossible refu' e lf lt became 

of the pioneer immigrants from Ja- r
itiSAUp the 24
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The Knave
Continued from Page 21
necessary to flee the homeland, 
Lord Matsudaira made plans for 
the first organized emigration to 
the United States and brought into 
existence the ill-fated and short­
lived Wakamatsu Tea and Silk 
Farm Colony of Gold Hill.”

Be t w e e n  six to 10 persons 
under the leadership of 
E d u a r d  (John Henry) 

Schnell constituted the vanguard 
of several groups or contingents 
(including gOkei; n u r s e m a i d  , 
and Kuni) were to arrive at the Col- - 
ony later,” according to the Take- 
ta story.

“Gold Hill of E l Dorado County 
may have been selected for this co- I . 
Ionization for its scenic and topo- „ 
graphical similarity to their Japa­
nese homeland, or because many 
early settlers (there) were from 
Holland or Germany as was Schnell

“Six Japanese women, including 
Mrs. Schnell and four young chil- •

. dren, were with the pioneer colony. 
Two of the children were the 
daughters of Mr. and Mrs. Schnell 
and the r e m a i n i n g  two were 
daughters of Japanese families.

“The original party arrived at 
San Francisco . . . (then) proceed- gj 
ed to Sacramento by riverboat, |  
and thence wagoned to Placerville * 
and Gold Hill where E d u a r d  
Schnell had arranged to purchase 
160 acres for the farm colony. With - 
them came 50,000 three-year-old |  
mulberry trees for silk farming, a 
large quantity of bamboo roots for 
food and craft industry, tea seeds, 
wax tree stocks, grape seedlings ■ > 
and other* varieties of plants and v' 
seeds of their native land. Also, 
sizable shipments* of cuttings and *

" plants were to be received at Gold 
Hill after initial, preparations had 
been completed
• “Immediately upon their arrival 
the settlers set out to build their

homes and clear«*and plant their 
crops on the land purchased from 
Charles M. Graner, and for more 
than a year it appeared that they 
would be rewarded for their deter­
mination and many sacrifices. ( 

“However, a combination of dry 
climate of the area, scarcity of ir­
rigation water, lack of funds and 
failure * of financial * assistance to 
come from Japan as. promised, 
doomed the pioneer project in le ss ; 
than two years.; ,

“Beset with money problems . 
Eduard Schnell left the colony with 
his Japanese wife and two minor 
E daughters i with assurance to the 
colonists that he would return with 
much needed funds. But he failed 
to do this, and thus abandoned his 
Japanese followers to their , own 
fate in a strange and often hostile 
land.” - -ip1

Ne c e s s it y  . prompted the 
Japanese settlers to sell 
most of their valuables and 

belongings to ward off hunger 
while ; patiently waiting for their 
leader who never returned..» f 
, “Ultimately each was compelled 

to go his own way. Some returned 
to Japan, and -others moved else- 
w h e r e  where employment was 
more promising. From every indir 
cation, only Matsunosuke Sakurai,; 
a..samurai, and Okei Ito, nurse-' 
maid to the Schnell household, reJj 
mained at Gold Hill where they 
were befriended and employed by 
'the pioneer family of Francis'Veer- 
kamp, descendants of whom are 
still found in the Gold Hill-Coloma 
area engaged in farming and busi­
ness. ■

,ver at the age of 19 in the spring of 1 
1871 and was buried at the knoll o il
a hill which she frequently climbed, 
to watch the setting sun and gaze , 
in the direction of her homeland.,; 
Her headstone reads in both Eng-* 
lish and Japanese, ‘In Memory of 
Okei, died 1871, Age 19 years, a: , 
Japanese GirLL -
••“Matsunosuke Sakurai faithfully' 

served the Veerkamp family until', 
his death on Feb. 25, 1901, and he . 
now lies at test in the Vineyard.

; Cemetery at Coloma, the historical* 
site of Marshall’s gold discovery,. 
but a few miles from Gold HilL y';

“With its tragic ending, the col- 
only soon passed into oblivion, and 
its very existence was lost and for­
gotten until after World War I __ ”

“Okei is said to have died of fe- THE KNAVE
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A Pilgrimage to Gold Hill
Sansei Group Determined to Find Identity With the Past

On Sunday, June 20, Kimochi, Inc., of San Francisco will spon­
sor a pilgrimage to the Wakamatsu Tea . and Silk Farm Colony 
of Gold Hill. Japanese Americans from San Francisco will join 
persons from San Jose, San Mateo, Palo Alto, the East Bay, and 
Sacramento to journey to the site 6f the first Japanese settle­
ment in America. - .

The schedule fo rthe excursion'will be: 8:30 a.m., leave San 
Francisco; 10:30 a.m., arrive at ¡Sacramento' Buddhist Church; 
11:30 a.m., arrive at-Gold H ill;4 l2:30 p.m., Star Museum in 
Coloma; 1:00 p.m., picnic lunch; 2:30 p.m., leave Coloma; 3:30 
p.m., return to Sacramento; 6:00; p.m., return to San Francisco.

Persons desiring further information on the Wakamatsu excur­
sion should contact June Ikemcrto-at 564-0859.

I Protection Racket 
Rampant in S. F. 
Chinatown, Bared

By  JANET JHEDAN1
Until recently, Asians have 

been told, have been taught, and 
have read tha t the Asian people 
have been insignificant in Ameri­
can history (i.e. our history in 
America has been left out of 
history books, our contributions 
to America ignored). In ' other 
words, : America has chosen to 
ignore our history. But we have 
a heritage of determination, of 
faith and patience that, was and 
still is of great importance in the 
formation of A m erica.,.

One of the most notable con­
tributions of Asian people in 
America was that of the pioneer 
immigrants from Japan to  the 
economy . and industry of Cali­
fornia and the t United States in 
the field of agriculture. These 
people cleared, leveled and «ir-* 
rigated land, and brought crops' 
to bear in soil which had pre­
viously been labeled "submar­
g in a l , id le  land, ; land used for 
pasturage and grazing. ;

Japanese immigration to the 
United- States swelled from the 
late. 1880’s when the Japanese 
were officially allowed to do so 
by the Emperor. However, the 
first Japanese colony here in 
America was started in 1869 by  
a small but proud and determin­
ed group from Alzu Wakamatsu;

This first attempt a t Japanese' 
immigration to America Was the 
result of internal conditions in’ 
Japan and of the attraction of 
the American dream of imme­
diate economic success. In Aizu 
Wakamatsu in 1868 the .Lord 
Katamori Matsudaira supported 
the Tokugawa Shogunate in its 
conflict against the followers of 
Emperor Meiji who favored cen­
tralized imperial power. He suf­
fered a crushing defeat Chaos 
reigned for a time in Japan, the 
losers fearing for life and pro­
perty

Dur...¿ this time, Lord Matsu­
daira made plans for . the first 
organized emigration to the 
United States This was probably 
at the suggestion ' of Edward 
(John Henry) Schnell, a  trader 
of Dutch or German descent who 
made his fortune hi gun-dealing 
witn feudal lords in Japan and a 
longtime confidant of the Lord 
of the Aizu Wakamatsu. Perhaps 
the reason for the plans was to 
prepare for a possible sanctuary 
or refuge if it became necessary 
to flee the homeland Thus the 
ill-fated and short-lived Waka­
matsu Tea and Silk Farm Colony 
of Gold Hill came into existence

About nine or ten persons un­
der the leadership of Schnell 
were the first to  arrive. Others 
(including Okei, nursemaid to 
the Schnell household) were to 
come to. the colony later. Gold 
Hill of El Dorado County may 
have been , selected for this co­
lonization for its scenic and to­
pographical similarity - to  their 
Japanese homeland or because1 
many early settlers in the are' 
were from Holland or Germa* 
as was Schnell.

Much of the colony was r' 
up of farmers and those t

A "protection” racket has been 
thriving Non the streets of San 
Francisco's Chinatown. Many of 
the community’s merchants are 
being asked, by young Chinese 
gang members to  pay for pro­
tection ■— or

In an artlcldv written by Ro- 
f  ^  . . . . . . 1 bert Patterson o \  the San Fran-
l  original party arrived a t Examiner, he. notes certain 
San Francisco-on May 27, 1869. jnstances of merchants who a- 
From San,Francisco, they went vajje(j themselves of the “pro- 
by nverboat to Sacramento, then mA  those tha t did not:
by wagon to Placerville and Gold . „  . . .
Hill. •Hiere, SchneU had arrang- 7 * A gasoline station, has paid
ed to purchase 160 acres from a 525 a week and Ha> hdbes have/ 
Charles M. Graner under an « *  ,?ut $ ? s«
eight-year contract. With them ¡other gasoline i ta ta n 1 who 
came 50,000 three-year old m ul-l1» 1 Pay for the service. \  
berry trees for silk farming, — The Great Eastern CaW at 
large quantities of bamboo roots • 649 Jackson St. did not feel/Cqat 
for food and craft industry, tea ** “n,,t ’
seeds, wax tree stocks, grape 
peddlings and  other varieties of 
plants and seeds of their native 
land. Sizeable shipments of cut­
tings and plants were to be re­
ceived a t Gold Hill after initial 
preparations 1 had been complet­
ed, but newspaper accounts of 
the period suggest that travellers 
were Infrequent between Gold 
Hill and Japan.
^¡'immediately upon their arri­
val, the settlers set out to build' 
their homes and clear and plant 
their crops on the land. For over

it needed protection. “ But 
writes Patterson, “it is 
darker in the Great Eastfem be3 
cause .there is concrete where 
there was once glass." The plate 
glass windows of the cafe were 
broken a  . short time ago,

— One of the d a jo r movie 
houses in Chinatown is paying 
$200 a  month to / prevent its 
seats from being «ashed.
. — Bars along Grant Ave. pay 
between $24 ana $50 a month 
to prevent disorders from occur­
ring on their premises.

Noting the/sim ilarity  of the
a |  year it appeared tha t they protection racket to  that which 
would be rewarded for their de- ~ M  -• • • ■ • ■*
termination'and sacrifices. How­
ever, a combination of the .dry 
climate of the area, scarcity of 
irrigation water, lack of funds, 
and failure of financial assist­
ance to come from Japan as pro­
mised doomed the pioneer pro- 
“ ct in less than two years. .
»..-Beset with money and other 
problems SchneU left the colony 
.with his wife and two daughters 
with - assurance to  the colonists 
that he would return with the 
t . TUK N  TO PAGE 2

flourished id Chicago during the 
Prohibition era, Patterson des­
cribed nfost of the Chinatown 
merchants as being "very much 
afraid

Members of the police depart­
m ent have been holding confer­
ences with Chinatown leaders to 
solve the problein,: And. Police 
Chief Alfred Nelder told Patter 
son tha t the police would work 
hard to  eliminate the racket. 
"We have a  monopoly on the 
protection business in Sen Fran­
cisco,” Nelder assured -' gw

Cheryl Finishes i 
College Studies 
To Be a Teacher

Cheryl Yoshimura,/ who re­
cently resigned as columnist for 
Hokubel Malnlchl, was graduat­
ed from the University of Cali­
fornia; Berkeley, with a  degree 
in English. Cheryl/in her column 
“Sansei, Speaks,” /w rote articles 
covering a wide' range of sub­

jects in fields 
of religion, gov­
ernment, poli­
tics, travel, ci­
vic matters, as 
well as student' 
unrest. Much of 
her writings « 
were -character-' 
istic of the’ I 
folksy, fire-side 
chats.
- On Sunday, : 
June 13, $971, 
Cheryl, daugh­
ter of Mr. and 

Noby. Yoshimura of San 
F/anclsco, was honored by her 
«rents and her grandfather, Mr. 
ikeda, at their home in the Sum 
set District. Guests included Mr; 
and Mrs. Paul Ohtaki, Mr. and 
Mrs. John Yamauchi, Mr. and 
Mrs. Eiji Sakai, Mr. ahd Mrs. 
John Shimizu, J o h n  Sakai, 
Cheryl Cook, Mary Ikeda, Tom, 
Kobayashi, Karen Cook, and Su-’ 
sie Takamoto.

Well-wishers showered Cheryl
ith gifts apd then feasted on 

s\ich delicacies as pickled egg 
pluit, shirai, kammoboko, lemon 
fried chicken^ miyoshl Shrimp 
salaQ. lime jello with walnuts, 
Swedish meat balls, tofu, barbe­
cued pork, tossed sajad, chira- 
shi," and. klmpera.

Cheryh. following a trip back 
East withy- her mother, to visit 
her brothel who is now under­
going NavyVboot camp training 
in Rhode Island, plans to enter 
the teaching «profession in- the 
fall. I st

r*d to Hold
' ' 7 7

Matsiinaga 
Moves Ahead\ln 
Congress Action

WASHÍÑGTONÍUPI) •
domestic concentra-]

1  H  A bill
outlawing 
tion comps was sent’ to thej 
House floor Wednesday but op*i 
ponents tacked on a  separate] 
measure tha t would allow cltF] 
zens to be locked up if Congress] 
declares an insurrection exists.

In a  procedural skirmish that- 
brought claims of victory from;



rioutions or Asian people in 
America was that of the piorieer 
Immigrants from Japan to the 
economy and industry of Cali­
fornia and the ¡ United States in 
the field of agriculture. These 
people cleared, leveled arid *ir-* 
rigated land, and brought crops 
to bear in soil which had pre­
viously been labeled “submar­
ginal,” idle land, | land used f for 
pasturage and grazing. “

Japanese immigration to j the 
United States swelled from;the 
late 1880’s when the Japanese 
were officially allowed to do so 
by the Emperor. However,  ̂the 
first Japanese colony here in 
America was started in 1869 by 
a small but proud and determine 
ed group from Aizu Wakamatsu;

This first attempt at Japanese' 
immigration- to America was the 
result of internal conditions in’ 
Japan and of the attraction 6f 
the American dream of imme­
diate economic success. In Aizu 
Wakamatsu in 1868 the .Lord 
Katamori Matsudaira supported 
the Tokugawa Shogunate in its 
conflict against the followers of 
Emperor Meiji who favored cen­
tralized imperial power. He suf­
fered a crushing defeat. Chaos 
reigned for a time in Japan, the 
losers fearing for life and pro­
perty

Dur...j this time, Lord Matsu­
daira made plans for the first 
organized emigration to the 
United States This was probably 
at the suggestion x of Edward 
(John Henry) Schriell, a trader 
of Dutch or German descerit who 
made his fortune iri gun dealing 
with feudal lords in Japan and a 
longtime confidant of the Lord 
of the Aizu Wakamatsu. Perhaps 
the reason for the plans was to 
prepare for a possible sanctuary 
or refuge if it became necessary 
to flee the homeland Thus the 
ill-fated and short-liVed Waka­
matsu Tea and Silk Farm Colony 
of Gold Hill came into existence-

About nine or ten persons un­
der the leadership of Schriell 
were the first to arrive. Others 
(including Okei, nursemaid to 
the Schnell household) were to 
come to the colony later. Gold 
Hill of El Dorado County may 
have been selected for this co­
lonization for its scenic and to­
pographical similarity S. to their 
Japanese homeland or because 
many early settlers in the area 
were from Holland or Germany 
as was Schnell.

Much of the colony was made 
up of farmers and those in the 
trades, but several were samu­
rai followers of Lord Matsudaira.

tings and plants were to be re­
ceived at Gold Hill after initial 
preparations 1 had been complet­
ed, but newspaper accounts of 
the period suggest that travellers 
were infrequent between Gold 
Hill and Japan.

[immediately . upon their arri­
val, the settlers set out to build 
their homes and clear and plant 
their crops on the land. For over 
a |  year it appeared that I they 
would be rewarded for their de­
termination and sacrifices. How­
ever, a combination of th e . dry 
climate of the area, scarcity of 
irrigation water, , lack of funds, 
arid failure of financial assist­
ance to come from Japan as pro­
mised doomed the pioneer pro­
ject in less than two years.
¿- •Beset with money and other 
problems Schnell left the colony 
with his wife and two daughters 
with-assurance to the colonists 
that he would return with the 
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glass windows" of thé jfeafe were 
broken a , short time ¿go. p

—  One of the iriajor movie 
houses in Chinatown. is paying 
$200 a month to / prevent its 
seats from being »ashed.

—• Bars along Grant Àyë. pay 
between $24 ana $50 a - month 
to prevènt disorders from occur­
ring on their premises.

Noting th e / similarity of the 
protection racket to that which 
flourished m Chicago during the 
Prohibitiva era, Patterson des­
cribed most of the Chinatown 
merchants as being “very mych 
afraid

Members of the police depart 
mène have been holding confer­
ences with Chinatown leaders to 
solve the problem, add. Pólice 
Chief Alfred. Nelder told Patter­
son that the police wonid work  
hard to eliminate the racket. 
“We have a monopoly on the 
protection business in San Fran­
cisco,” Nelder assured. •

- r«d to Hold
n
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Swedish meat balls, to 
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thé teaching Nprofessu 
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' much nëeded funds. But he failed 
to keep his word and abandoned 
his Japanese followers to their 
own fate in a strange and often 
hostile land.

As dictated by necessity aind 
self-preservation, the settlers 
sold most of their valuables and 

> belongings to ward off hunger 
j while patiently waiting for their 
! leader who never returned. UK 
’ timately each was compelled to 
* go his own way. Some were able 

to return ta  Japan and others 
■ moved elsewhere where employ- 

ment was more promising if 
' It seems that only Matsuno- 

suke Sakurai, a samurai, and 
Okei Ito, nursemaid to the 
Schnell household, remained be­
hind at Gold Hill where they 
were befriended and employed 
by the family of Francis Veerr 
kamp. t. p  t

In the spring of 1871 Okei 
died of fever »at thé age of 19. 
She was buried at the knoll of 
a hill which she frequently climb­
ed to watch the setting sun and 
gaze in the direction of her 
homeland. Her headstone reads 
both in English and Japanese. 
“In Memory of Okei, Died 1871, 
Age 19 Years, a Japanese Giri.” 

Matsunosuke Sakurai faith­
fully served the Veerkamp fa­
mily until his death in 1901,‘ and 
he now lies at rest in the Vine­
yard Cemetery at Coloma.

With its tragic ending, the 
colony soon passed into oblivion. 
Its very existence was lost and 
forgotten until after World War 
I. Still, a rumor persisted that a | 
Japanese girl, who died in the 
gold rush period, was buried at 
Gold Hill near Coloma. A search 
was undertaken by several Sa- 
cramentans.

The first person they inter­
view was Henry, Veerkamp, 75 
years old. His parents had given 
shelter and employment to Okei 
and Sakurai. He was a year old­
er than the Japanese girl he 
knew as “Okei-san.” He recalled 
the story of the tea and silk 
farm, its Japanese pioneers and 
their hopes, industry, disappoint­
ments, sufferings, hardships and 
ultimate abandonment o f the 
colony. He pointed out the site 
of the settlement and the loca­
tion of Okei’s grave, and thus 
the Wakamatsu Tea and Silk 
Farm Colony was rediscovered.

On June 7, 1969, California’s 
Historical Landmark Advisory 
Committee recognized the Waka­
matsu Tea and Silk Farm Colony 
of Gold H iir  as ’ an' èpîsode of 
significance In tne-history of èa£  
ly California- ahd'declarèd thé 
sitë a historical landmark. ' - |  

We cannot let the Wakamatsu 
colony pass again into oblivion. 
Let us find out more about our 
own history by talking with our 
people. Let us join the pilgrimage 
to this important landmark. in 
our heritage.

Ralph Nishimi - 
Cops Sacramento 
Sumitomo Golfing

SACRAMENTO — Firing an 
even par over the Hoffman Park 
course, Ralph Nishimi took top 
honors in. the annual Sumitomo 
Banks Invitational Tourney held 
last Saturday, i Frank Yamada 
claimed the low .net trophy., by 
posting a score of 83-20-83 in . the 
link contest participating ih by 
108 golfers from all over the Val­
ley.

Following the : tournament a 
“Cook Out” was held at the Sac­
ramento Horsemans Association 
clubhouse . with Kiyoshl Mizuno 
as head chef. Bob Fukushlma act­
ed as master of ceremonies and 
the newly appointed manager of 
the local ■ hank, Keichi Minami, 
presented the prizes, -! < ,

Other winners ' in the tourna­
ment were: -

1st Flight — Yoshlo Hirai, 73- 
11-68; Eugene Geraty, -.77-7-70; 
Akio Iwanaga, 76-0-71; Gil Marti­
nez, 77-6-71; and Richard Masuda, 
80-9-71. '

2nd Flight — (Paul Shimazu, 
80-14-66; Jton Johnson, 83-17-66; 
Ritz Nayrow, 84-16-68; Ron HI to­
rn!, 88-19-69;. and Eljl Hironaka, 
88-18-70.

3rd Flight — Denrei Matsumo- 
to, 88-22-66; Lincoln Fuji!, 95-29- 
66; Ted Tanaka, 94-27-67; Dennis 
Hashikuni, 95-28-67; and Rye Kei- 
koan, 100-30*70.

GARDEN CITY  G OLFERS 
TO INVADE SACTTO MONDAY

Approximately 60 Garden City 
Golfers are scheduled to invade 
Sacramento for their annual home 
and home match play this com­
ing Sunday with the Sacramento 
Nisei at the Dry Creek Golf course 
near here.

Following the tournament, a 
“Cook Out” will be hosted toy the 
losing club. .

Black Students
: CONT’D FROM PAGE 1
“Some of them spoke English 

to me, and finally, 1 was invited 
inside her tea shop by a lady 
nearby. It. was a very warm 
thing, and I had lots of experi­
ences like that —  outside To­
kyo.” ^

The fundamental reasons for 
Japanese color' consciousness 
were explored by both students 
in papers they did for classes 
here. Bradley is a psychology 
major and Miss Green is study­
ing social science.

“I found a deep inferiority 
complex toward whites,” ̂  said 
Bradley(3“and an apparenf’need 
to feel superior to someone :else.- 
I  had read this-applied to Kor 
reans, and though I don’t know 
any. I know now how they feel.j 
Oddly enough, w e knew a black 
guy who had a  Japanese girl­
friend. She sympathized very 
much with his problems, b»+ *’ 
was very prejudiced *

| reans, and **■'
I stand *'

H OKÜBEI m  M AIN ICH I

Japanese "Song BW "
In Berkeley Tonight j

BERKELEY — Nazoml Arfcna, 
who la known as the “Japanese 
Song ' Bird," . will perform under 
the . sponsorship of the Alpha 
Auxiliary of Family Servi£, 7:30 
p.m. Friday, June 18, at the Ber­
keley City Club, 2315 Durant Ave.

A  lyric soprano, Miss Artma 
was a movie starlet in - Japan. 
She gave up her stage and -film 
career in order to come to (he 
UjS. to continue her voice studies. 
She will sing melodies from: the 
East and West, and her program 
will Include selections on the' ko­
to.

Two intermissions are-: sche­
duled during the three-part pro­
gram. . During the first intermis­
sion Joni and Dana Hiramoto of 
El Cerrito will perform four-Ja­
panese classical dances. The girls 
are studying under Madame Mi- 
chiya Hanayagi ;Y

Keglers Report
\ SF Lincoln Trid:|^
, Standing (June 14) $8*§f 

Team« W ’ .L
Lincoln Bowl 24 >£.•. 4
Toda Travel ■ 18 10
Galaxy Specialty 17 M :l\‘
Sumitomo Bank , 15 ■} 13
Hayakawa’s. Salon 14 , 1 4
Bank of Tokyo 13*^15
Kamazen •. , 13>.j'15
Toraya Restaurant |  12 vj\l6
Ken Morino Co. ,:7 11 ^ 1 7  
Hokamp Bakery 1 1 . ?  17
Art's Mens Shop V 10 18
Roma Trophy 10, »18

Team High Series and Game ..V 
Galaxy Specialty 2323 —  652 

Indiv. High Series and Games 
MEN —  Terry Filkins GS 822- 

237-229-204; BUI Baoini LB 812- 
210-207-210; Hiro Sentachi BT 
801-234-231; Kayo Hayakawa GS 
795-202-224; Hank Shimada LB 
788-243; Dan Raye HS 781-210- 
212; Terry Sentachi K 781-200- 
214; Fred Nakamura AMS 776- 
224; Lee January HS 755-203- 
200; Joe Sordini TTB 748-213; 
Frank OUm AMS 733-202; Kei 
Shibata TTB 728; Sachi Takena- 
ka KMC 718-231; Yutaka Handa 
SB 709; Archie Hiroshima TR 
705; Giichl Sakurai HS 700; Art 
Murakami TR 200. ' . , i

WOMEN —  Jen Hayakawa HS 
752-190-192-215; Mamie Suyeya-r 
su TR 710-199-189; Betty Ozaki 
GS 706-224; Kim Furuya K 200- 
226; Norma Sugiyama HB 205- 
192; Babe Sentachi LB. 198. ‘J

Skier Igaya Is Jr 
One of 16 Named M 
To Hall of Fame '

D E T R O I T R e i d e r  Anderson 
of Norway and Chiharù (Chick) 
Igaya of Japan were «mong six 
persons named last week to the 
National Ski HaU of Fame by 
the United States Ski ^Associa­
tion.

The latest additions brings to 
123 the number of competitors, 
officiais, promoters and pioneers 
of skiing in the H all.or Fame, 
located at Ishpeming, Mich.

Also named to the HaU by 
the USSA at; its annual conven­
tion here were Joseph (Jumping 
Joe) Perrault of Ishpeming; War­
ren Chivers of Saxton Rivers, 
V t; Sally NeidUnger Hudson of 
Olympic Valley, Calif.; and the 
late Nets Nelson of Revelstoke, 
British Columbia. . .... .. . , .

San Mateo Mixed
Standings (June IS)

Teams ■ ■ | |  s# i W- ■ L j
HELEN-J ' ; 12 6
BJ’S  f f 1 12 6  B
CHALLENGERS 11& 6>/a
IRENES 11 7 j
HONEY-BEES ' 11 ' 7 $
GOOD GUYS 10 8 :
SCOTTYS 9 9 1
MAR-J 8 10 *
FAR OUT . 7 , 11 ?

. y o -y o  a H E  s  ; 7 i i  |
CAROL-MAR 6 f t  l i f t
CAPT. JACK 3 15 |

Team High Series and Game |  
Scottys —  758; BJ’s  —  2116 

Indiv. High Series and Games 
Jon Tamaki HJ 200-587; Joe 

Sasaki Sc 202-585; Kunio Kajisa 
HB 213-583; Mel Mark BJ 207- 
212-560; Jack-Young 212; Hank 
Yuen CM 220; Bo Nakagawa MJ 
210; Dave Fong Yo 206; George' 
Ojima Sc 203.

WOMEN —  Betty Mark BJ 
199-521; Mary Fong Yo 199-520; 
Elaine Kodakari HB 177-515; 
Gayle Yoshimoto CJ ' 184-509; 
Helen Gee HJ 185-504; Jackie 
Pang HJ 1 9 1 . V,:; 1 ?

HELP KEEP CALIFORNIA CLEAN

Sac'to 2 Plus 1 w
SACRAMENTO — It .was posi­

tion night on June 2 for thé 2 
Plus 1 Nisei Mixed league,..but 
none of the top- six teams Was 
able: to Improve: ilqj position; with 
most Pf the bovvers finding, diYYV; 
oulty with : the lane conditions. 
Lowly Libra came out o f  its hole 
to strangle Gemini 4 to 0 to sur­
prise everyone.

Scorpio also landed an upést

4
>r
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ir Show Tragedy
P age 3

1ass Catcher Wins

G o o d

M o r n i n g !
W o rth  re p e a tin g
The sublim est song to be 

heard on earth  is the lisping of 
the human soul on the lips of 
children.

—Victor Hugo

In c re a s in g  w in d s
Continued fair and w arm  but 

slightly cooler with increasing 
southerly winds. High today 87, 
low tonight 54. High Saturday 88, 
low 53. Bay Area: Mild and

Joanne Takeuchi of Sacramento offers flowers and a Buddhist 
prayer at grave of Okei who died 100 years ago this summer at 
Gold Hill's Wakamatsu colony. Numerous stories and pictures in 
today's Sacramento Union are dedicated to settlers from Japan 
who have become our friends and neighbors. Similar in-depth 
coverage of other Sacramento ethnic groups will appear in the 
future.

Zhe Saga 
Some

\ JtMCriCOHS' O ther stories on Jap an ese  
Americans today throughout 
Section B and on Page D 1.



H ite s

W SM

i l l i l i
I

Okei Ito
"One fa l le n  f l o w e r  

r e t u r n in g  to th e  

b r a n c h ?  . . .  o h  n o !  

A  w h ite  b u t t e r f l y . "

Lives

on m

By JEANNE VAP 
Sacramento Union 

Staff Writer

Homesick for her native 
Japan, Okei Ito died of a fever 
in 1871. If it weren’t for Mrs. 
Ed Sayre Jr., the 19-year-old 
nursemaid might be forgotten 
on Gold Hill — where she is 

„ buried. Instead, Okei lives on 
in movie, song and story.

Fern Sayre has many hob­
bies. She collects Indian arti­
facts, grows bonsais and feeds 
about 100 birds a day. But most 
.important of all is her histori­
cal research. It has her reading 
newspapers which date back to 
1849.

The shipping records printed 
in these old papers are espe­
cially fascinating. In a way, 
they prompted Mrs. Sayre’s 
interest in the history of early 
California minorities — long 
before ethnic studies were the 
rage. “The papers listed Cau­
casian arrivals by name, while

\

they merely stated ‘a group of 
Chinese or Japanese. ’ ”

“I was up to Gold Hill one 
day and A1 Veerkamp, great- 
grandson to the early pioneer, 
suggested, ‘why don’t you do a 
story about the little Japanese 
girl on the hill?’ ”

Mrs. Sayre had all but forgot­
ten the story of Okei — but it 
touched her romantic sensibili­
ties, as well as her curiosity. 
When the Wakamatsu Tea and 
Silk colony disbanded, Okei 
stayed on in Gold Hill as a 
nursemaid for the Veerkamp 
family. She was buried at 19 on 
the hill she had climbed to gaze 1 
westward toward Japan.

As a young girl in Placerville 
in the early ’20s, Mrs. Sayre 
had seen the grave and heard 
the story. Henry Veerkamp, 
who had been a year older than 
Okei, was alive at the time. 
“Unfortunately, the most im­
portant thing to me then was 
the Saturday night dance in 
Shingle Springs, Rescue or 
Coloma,” explained Mrs.

Sayre. So in 1958, she began 
searching for answers to the 
questions she neglected to ask. 
as a child.

Other Sacramentans, like 
Henry Takeda and Soshi Naga- 
tani, knew the story. Mrs. 
Sayre wanted to document it.

Her search began in the Cali­
fornia Room of the State Li­
brary. She found the first 
“clue” in the May 27, 1869, 
Sacramento Union and Sacra­
mento Bee — which described 
the arrival of the German John 
Henry Schnell with a group of 
Japanese.

lyirs. Sayre contacted the 
Japanese Consulate in San 
Francisco and later wrote to 
the library in Wakamatsu, 
Japan. She learned of a book 
written in the ’30s, entitled 
“The Flowers of the Storm” by 
Dr. Ki Kimura which described 
the Wakamatsu colony’s flight 
from Japan.. “ From the book, 
an opera, movie,, kabuki and
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tlett, who runs a workshop in 
Family Living and Human 
Sexuality at the University of 
Miami in Florida.

Dr. Bartlett, mother of two, 
grandmother of three and a 
wife for 39 years, also is head 
of . the National Screening 
Committee for the All-Ameri­
can Family Search, now in 
progress.

“PARENTS MAY have dif­
fering points of view about dis­
cipline and child-raising tech­
niques,” Dr. Bartlett said. 
“But they should agree to pre­
sent a united front — and on the 
whole act as a unit.

—Children are allowed to 
have a say in some decisions,' 
if not all. This gives them a 
sense of. participating in 
family affairs and gets them 
over the feeling of being on 
the outside, looking in all the 
time.

—Affection abounds. The 
children then feel secure, 
loved, and wanted. When 
they see Mom and Ddd get­
ting along they are made to 
feel even more secure. When 
Mom and Dad quarrel, don’t 
speak to each other, it 
shakes the children to the

ma tne sorrowsTtheups 
and the downs, in your fami­
ly figure out to an “all in 
together” philosophy or ap­
proach.

—Family enjoys, doing 
some things together. To­
getherness to a suffocating 
degree can kill all the joy, of 
course. You are not expected 
always to ride bikes togeth­
er, or fly kites together. But 
you can find some things the 
family does together besides 
eating three meals a day and 
watching television. Games, 
picnics, museum visits! 
Make time to do things to­
gether.

The G irl on the Hill' 

Tells Tale o f G o ld  D ays

Looking

Continued from Page D 1
song had been written — they 
knew that Okei had died — but 
were not sure of what hap­
pened to the Wakamatsu colo­
ny in America.”

“ WHEN I GAVE my re­
search to the Sierra-El Dorado 
County Historical Society, I 
thought that was the end of it. 
Little did I know that my re­
search would become an inter­
national situation and the most 
interesting adventure of my 
life.”

In 1966, (the year the applica­
tion for a plaque and menu-' 
ment at the site of Okei’s grave 
was accepted,) came an invita­
tion from the mayor of Waka­
matsu. Mrs. Sayre and her 
husband made the trip to Japan 
in 1968.

They took along California 
Almonds, Black Label Scotch, 
books on the California Gold 
Rush, the Seal of the State of 
California — and copies of Mrs. 
Sayre’s research. And they 
returned with congratulatory 
scrolls from the mayor and 
other Wakamatsu dignitaries, 
a glass enclosed figure of Okei- 
san, the nursemaid, and many 
fond memories.

“ We were treated like movie 
stars,” recalled Mrs. Sayre 
who appeared on Japanese TV, 
radio and newspaper. The ho­
nored guest and only female at

a Chamber of Commerce din­
ner for 60 men, Mrs. Sayre also 
burned incense at the monu­
ment to Okei-san in Wakamat­
su. “ Wakamatsu was practi­
cally the picture of Placer- 
ville,” she reported.

THE TRIP was a high point 
in her “career” as a historical 
researcher which began 25 
years ago, “when my brother, 
who was with the National 
Guard, gave me some old let­
ters to read, written to Gover­
nor John Bigler about Joaquin 
Murietta.” Next, she read first 
person accounts of the Mendo­
cino Indian Wars, “which read 
just like a movie script.”

“ I always wanted to be a 
detective,” admitted the wife 
of the county auditor, “maybe 
that’s why I enjoy historical 
research.”

explained, “which means I 
have netted $128.47 and $33.47 
to date.”

A LICENSED accountant, 
Mrs. Sayre is aware that the 
“return” does not begin to 
equal her investment in time 
and energy. “ For a while, I 
was going to San Francisco 
three and four times a week to 
do research in the California 
Historical Society Library.” 
(Mrs. Sayre often makes the 
trip with Helen Holdredge, 1 
Sacramento historical novel- I 
ist.)

Although many of her arti­
cles have been published in 
UOP’s Pacific Historian, Mrs. ] 
Sayre insists, “I ’m not a writ- | 
er. I ’m a researcher.”

Mrs. Sayre has never 
“ locked away” her research in 
a glass case, like a kimonoed 
doll. “ It’s fun to share.” A TV 
network recently “borrowed” 
her research on the Chinese in 
California to prepare a docu­
mentary oh the subject.

There is also an historical 
novel, “The Loves of Okei,” 
printed in Switzerland, based 
on Mrs. Sayre’s work. “I get 25 
per cent of the royalties,” she

“Yes, you might say I’ve lost 
my baby.” Minority studies are 
the “in” thing today, and ev­
eryone is getting into the act. 
“I’m getting nothing but phone
calls asking for my research.” 

Happy that this long-neglect­
ed segment of California’s past 
is finally getting the attention 
it deserves, Mrs. Sayre disa­
grees with those who would use 
ethnic studies to “divide.” 
“Our country is supposed to be 
a melting pot. We should be 
proud of being Americans — 
and yet retain our cultural her­
itage.” ,
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