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BUDDHIST CHURCHES OF AMERICA

HEADQUARTERS
Rec. Hall #2 Utah

February 25, 1944

To; Ministers of Buddhist Churches and
members of the Board of Directors,

Gentlemen:

One of the main things that have been confronting us to this
day was the matter concerning the church buildings left i1n Cali-

fornia. The topic of course, will be iIn regards to the tax
assessment of the church buildings, in most cases no longer act-
ively used as houses of worship. We, as the Buddhist Churches

of America, have been contacting the war Relocation Authority
Evacuee Property officers and other authorities iIn this regard.
We have received to this date several letters about the tax sta-
tus. According to the State Board of Assessor*s opinion, places
of worship that had not been used for that purpose for an year
should be assessed, presently, we are waiting for Attorney Gen-
eral Kenney to 1issue an opinion, declaring that the church prop-
erties continue to be exempted from taxation so long as they are
hot used for other purposes.

It was tns suggestion of the War Relocation Authority that,
pending the issuance of an opinion from the Attorney General, the
officials of the various churches protest the payment iIn writing
in order to keep the record clear. In order to prevent the possi-
ble penalties for failure in paying the taxes, it is suggested
that payments be made according to the statutes, under protest,
so that a refund of the tax may be obtained in the event that ii
is decided by the authority that it will not lose its exempt stat-
us e

When a tax notice arrives, here is a suggestion that we offer
if and “when you make payment* This 1is the form which wo advise
you to use;

We attach hereto check in the amount of

@& in payment of

1st half 1943-1944 City (County)(Tax for
church property located

since the property has never been used

for purposes other than religious services.

And i1t is therefore tax exempt. It is under-
stood that this payment 1is made under pro-
test pending decision to be rendered by the
Attorney General on the tax status of such
church properties.

It Is further understood that the payment is
made in good Tfaith in order to avoid penalty.

We find it to our advantage if all matters pertaining to



church ouildings be taken care Of by the Buddhist Churches of
America, as we feel more empOWored, being this the headquarters,
If you have any problems in redards to the church ouildings in
California, please write to us In detail so that we may be able
to assist you to the fullest eatent«

Another thing which we hope you will tuxq action on 1is
in regards to the various churches whoso finances are frozen,
he suggest you discuss this mutter with the project™Attorney
in your center.and file applications of claim. <e fTeel very
confident your x-"rojoct Attorney will do his utmost in helping
vou clear the church finances.

ye are again happy to welcome sack the Heverends, Jokai
Kow, Baitetsu Hayashima, Grikwan Kishinaga and Koyo Tf1amanaha,
who were until this day, detained in the Santa Fe Internment

Cs mta Fo, N«" :Xico. Their new address are as follows:
Rev. Jokai Kow Rev. Gikwan Nishinaga
27-21-D RFD Box 38
Heart Mountain Corinne, Utah
Wyoming
Rev. Koyo Tamanaha
Rev., Daitotsu Hayashima 1118-F V
25-6-C Tul©lake, California
Heart Mountain
Wyoming

please rest assured that we here are doing all we can to
ease the many problems which we are confronted with. It is
indeed heartwarming to know that you are carrying on valian
in the efforts of establishing a firm American Buddhism.
Carry on @

ly

m4 o Nuii

BUBBmIBT G*U**iuHSib Oi mu”~RXCA

ReVr J Oxay”’iia
DepuBishop
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BUDDHI bT . fijiLRGCIE.b -0, ARETOIIPA
il ¥Z
Topaz, Utali

March 39# 1944

Dear Buddhists;

Aith many mac ters coming forth ¢n tne activities of the Buddhist
Churches of America, we nave somewhat oe”n delayed m sending out to
you our latest reports.

. ;a would Ilka to Advise. “_niL-Jaa”anpa™ _oh.i1at.J™hurchen®
v/nicn vou have left osnind on tne pest Coast. @Realizing the fact that
wed o not "knowwnat I'sTnsTor e 16r*the_ buildings that are lift behind,
we must comply with the Alien Land Law 1in ever)é_respect- find 1t
most urgent ﬂyea[t— each church appoint Board of Directors and empower
this Board to act upon any church proolems needing immediate attentioil

_ Tte realize, too, that many of the Buddhist Churches did not have
a Nisei Board of Directors, and that since evacuation the Bo”~rd Members

have been scattered about; and hence, it has been made difficult to
conduct meetings to thrash out tne proolems of the church.

_ This being the case, we found it rather advisiole that if the
majority of the members of the certain church aro concentrated in one

sector or a center; the Board of Directors ue appointed from that

group so that in an cnivr¢isney cas™? they may uake whaueVor action deem
ne cessary .

If, too, though the majority of the members are in one center out
find that the reverend for the said group is not there, it would be
wise to select the Board of Directors _and send names to the reverend
for xiis approval. With many matters in regards to the church building

coming into_our ofxice,.we find it most necessary that you send.topus
at your earliest convenience, a list of tne membOrs of the Board ol

Directors of your church, so that we may give you our fullest- assis--
tance 1iIn ironing out whatever difficulties you may nhave.

After much research, the Buddhist Churches of America has Tfinally
undertaken the task of making available in the very near future the
various church supplies. Rev. Tetsuro Khshima has been selected to
head this dopartm. ,ht. This department has been divided into two sec-
tions, namely, th<: literary department and the supplies department .

The literary department has been compiling materials and datas in
efforts to publish an English booklet on Buddhism. The supplies de-_
partment is gat-n“rm® materials and in the vvry r* ar future willdistri-

bute at , nominal coi;t, a beautifully mounted, pocket-sized image of



-2 March 29, 1944

Amida (Go~honzon), tle are making enough to fill the needs of all
Buddhists so if you desire these images, we would appreciate v~ ry

muca i you will send ~o us tne approximate numoor # v/ shall send to

you more information pertaining to tnis sueiect at a later date as to
tne actual cost, etc.

e ,,+ s°niT/A9 y°u lae-d?.cvnt.narole es Xftulji,fthe. .letention Camp_ in
Santa ae, New Mexico. we welcome eacn Reveronos, jo sninlnotoyoshi
and Bunyu Fujimura, Their new address;

Rev « Joshin Motoyoshi Rev. Bunyu Fujimura

Blk, 37-1-D Blk. 219-7-A

Topaz, Utah Poston, Arizona

Also here are the list of tile latest transferees toCrvs
Texas Family Internment Campi

Rev. Shuyu Shimakawa Rev, Guzei Nishii

Rev. Masayoshi Okit-a

Rev. has kindly obliged to transfer from
Heart Mountain WRA Center to the HOhWgr WRA Center, to fill the jeeds
31 tne Bu~dhT*At "Cinirs?! the"FtT/0 ;/iBhER"eV» Hdyashrma every success

Vihope to make it possible to send our reports at earlier date

out until then, please carry on tne activities in enlightening this
world with the good teachings of Buddha.

Gassho,

uUBilals i GiiLijriv-icBo Vi ru.jujhlen,

AAu- <2,
RGv&Ffend/genkai Okayama
Deputy 31shop // *

Z0/at






WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY
CENTRAL UTAH PROJECT
— ———TUFEZ7~ UTAH

December 20, 1943
BUDDHIST MESSAGE

Those of us who live in relocation centers can easily
remain unaware of the tremendous evolutionary process that
IS going on today in the whole world.

We may, of course, realize that the necessities of the
war have again served to force inventions of tremendous sig-
nificance on land, and sea and iIn the air, In the same way,
self-preservation has made 1t necessary to find many substi-
tutions which iIn turn have revealed new materials, new proces-
ses, and new mechanical devices.

At the present time these are all being utilized chiefly
for purposes of destruction. Tomorrow, in a day of Peace,
however, the benefits of many of these iInventions and discoveries
will be applied constructively.

i People who are familiar with these developments will be
In the best position after the war to adjust to their peace
time application.

As it is with physical things so is it also In the realm
of spiritual things. This war 1is bringing about all over the
world a tremendous shifting of people, of loyalties, of ideals,
and of philosophies, The mental and spiritual horizon of
human beings iIs broadening. The search for truth, and the
fundamental meaning of life itself, is penetrating deeper as
millions of men and women are brought face to face with the
existence of material ana spiritual conditions that were en-
tirely unknown to them,

This very meeting tonight and the whole evacuation ex-
perience are illustrations of what war has done. Already the
people of the United States are coming to have an acquaint-
ance with Americans of Japanese ancestry because of the 20,000
men and women who have left relocation centers to live among
the American people. Many of these relocatees adhere to the
teachings of Buddha, These men and women will be the mission-
aries to reveal and share the blessings of a faith that means
so much to millions®™ of people iIn lands which previous to
this war were unfamiliar to the American people,

Obviously, the success of these youn% Buddhists in their
efforts to interpret their faith will be hampered to the ex-
tent that Buddhism and people of Japanese ancestry are iden-
tified with relocation centers.



The greatest success can be achieved only as these loyal-
ties to Buddhism arc identified with men and women who also
are neighbors participating in the common life of America with
all other people who are essentially loyal to America and want
to contribute to i1ts future material and spiritual development.

It is inconceivable and™ therefore9 without purpose to
offer _a plan of a Buddhist C“urch in_America unless its mem-
bership has also made its decision with respect to the prin-
ciples and ideals on which America is founded.

Obviously”~then” People who desire to establish a Buddhist
Church in America will endeavor as quickly as possible to be-
come a part of that America to participate in i1ts efforts9 to
contribute to i1ts well-being and progress to its ultimate

destiny.

_ That destiny can never be limited to any physical geogra-
phical boundaries. The iImpact of American ﬁrinciples of Demo-
cracy will be as global in its effects as this war itself has

been.

__In the past the iInfluence of America has made itself felt
chiefly out across the Atlantic to the countries of Europe.

Tomorrow when Peace comes the iInfluence of American ideals
will flow westward iInto and across the great expanse of the
Pacific to reach billions of men™ women and children in Asia®
India™ Burma and similiar countries.

You Buddhists can help America understand what the task
is that lies before her. You can help work out the methods
for accom?Iishing that task. You as Buddhists can contribute
a powerful common bond of spiritual leadership iIn preparing
those countries through an interpretation of the America you

yourselves have known and helped to build.

As you sincerely strive to advance the cause of Human
Brotherhood you may be assured of the good wishes of all men
whose ultimate goal is the same as yours.

iC -/ > <L
Vx (Y "0O"1/VY™
Charles F. Ernst
Project Director



com
Memo from Click, Aug 22,1944, from Acting Project Attorney, Topaz

As is the custom, the Buddhist church has been preparing for Bon Gdorie® exer-
cises, which involve music and dancing. The other night a note in Japanese

was tacked to the door of the ¢”uddhist church, which translated as follows:

wAre we not losing so many hundred thousands of respectable boys in Japan? Don’t
you people know the Japan of today? You had better stop the Bon Odori tonight.
IT you are not going to mind what we say our group will go and shower you with
rains of blood.* The note under the door was milder,Jsaying, «Considering the
deplorable incidents happening lately all over the world at the present time, "
and judging from common sense alone, | request you to stop this Bon Odori

this year. From members of the same faith.* Internal Security reporte”™ that

a man had been in their office to see iIf the Bond Odori could not be stopped.
They talked to him after the notes -mere found, but were convinced that he had
not written them. It seems rather unusaul that there should be objection to

a Buddhist célébration. There appears, however, some expression in the center
of objection on the grounds that it was frivolous ceremony during such serious
times. Internal Security wardens attended the practice ceremonies during the
following night, but there was no trouble, save one skirmish between two boys,
who were watching on the sidelines. The assailant in this case apologized to
the other. The difficulty seemed to be woman, and not the gravity of the times.



TOPAZ BUDDHIST CHURCH
Religious Center #t
Topaz, Utah

April 4, 1945

Mr e Raymond Sanford
Assistant Project Director
Central Utah Project
Topaz, Utah

Dear Mre Sanford=*

The annual Banna Matsuri service, rejoicing the birth-
day of Our Lord Buddha, founder of our religion, one
who expended to us the mercy of Amide, is to be held
on April 8th» The service fro® 93® AM at the Civic
Auditorium and the entertainment, a movie fro» 2*00 PM
and ?t00 PBF at the same place«

At this time in behalf of the Topes Buddhist Church,
may | take this opportunity in extending our cordial
Invitation to you, your family and all the admini-
strative staff*

May we look forward to your presence at the service
and at the movie*

Most sincerely yours,
TOPAZ BUDDHIST CHURCH
/s/

Hev* Z* Okayama



BUDDHIST CHURCHES OF AMERICA
HEADQUARTERS
Bile, 3-7-B Topaz, Utah

January 10
19 4 4

To: Ministers of Buddhist Churches and.
members of the Board of Directors.

Subject: Reports of the Buddhist Churches
of America#

Gentlemen:

The Tooaz Buddhist Church held a mass meeting on December 86,
1943 in order to unify the efforts of all Buddhist members to co-
operate with the Headquarter of Buddhist Churches of America, to
establish American Buddhism on a firmer Tfoundation and spread the
Gospel of Truth.

Mr* Charles F. Ernst, Central Utah project Director, War Relo-

cation Authority, delivered a very stirring message at the mass
meeting and he also presented a written message of encouragement to
all Buddhists in America. Enclosed vyou will find a copy of his
me ssage -

The Topaz Buddhist Church received numerous telegrams and
letters from the Buddhist Churcries end ministers and members of* the
various Buddhist Churches for the mass meeting. The Topaz Buddhist

Church members wish to express tneir sincerest appreciation.

A resolution was formed at the mass meeting. Tne resolution
is as follows:

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, We believe in Righteousness, Equality of lien, and Love and
Compassion towards mankind, based on the Great Teachings of ioudd-
Lism; and

WHEREAS, We oelieve in Justice for All; and

WHEREAS, We desire to develop spiritual quality in us, so that we
shall be of greatest service to mankind.

NOW, THEREFORE, Be it resolved that we pledge our wholehearted co-
operation to the Headquarter oi tne Budonist onurenes of America,
in order to establish American uuddnism on a firiuer foundation and
spread the Gospel of Truth*

Lass Meeting of Topaz Buddhists

Rev. n# Masuoka was released from tne Santa le Detention Camp
on December 18, 1943. His present address:

Rev . R . xuasuoka

53-5-A

Colorado River Relocation Center

Poston, Arlz%Sa 4-
The office of the Headquarter of Buddnist Cnhurcnes of America

will transfer to Religious Center $2 in the near future but please

foward all mail to 3-7-3 until further notice.

With Gassho,

BUDDHIST CHURCHES OF AMERICA
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* BUDDHIST CHURCHE3 OF AFRICA
H&EFrQUAHTatRIS
R$c, Hall (-3 Topaz, Utah

This 1is an encouragement message written by Mr, Charles F,
Ernst, Central Utah project Director, War Relocation Authority,
to all Buddhists in America at the time of the Topaz Buddhist
Church mass meeting on December 33, 1943,

BUDDHIST MEBBAOF

Those of us who live in relocation centers can easily re-
main unaware of the tremendous evolutionary progress that is
going on today in the whole world,

We may, of course, realize that the necessities of the war
have again served to force inventions of tremendous significance

on land, and sea and in the air. In the same way, self-preser-
vation has made it necessary to iind many suustitu”™ions which” in
turn have revealed new materials, new processes, and new mecha-

nical devices.

At the present time these are all being utilized chiefly
for purposes of destruction. Tomorrow, in a day of Peace, how-
ever, of many of these inventions and discoveries the benefits
will be applied constructively,

people who are TfTamiliar witn tnese developments will Qe in
the best position after the war to adjust to their - peace time
applicatione

As it is with physical things so is it also in the realnm

of spiritual things. This war is bringing about all over the
world a tremendous shifting of people, of loyalties, of ideals,
and of philosophies. The mental and spiritual horizon of human
being is oroadening. The search for truth, and tne fundamental

meaning of life itself, is penetrating deeper as millions of men
and women are orougnt face to face witnh tne existence of mater-
ial and spiritual conditions that were entirely unknown to them.

This very meeting tonight and the wnole evacuation experi-
ence are illustrations of what war has done, Already the people
of the United otates are coming to have an acquaintance with
Americans of Japanese ancestry oecause of the 30,000 men and
women have left relocation centers to Qlive among the American
people, Many of tnese relocatees adnere to tne teaciiin®s of
Buddha, These men and women will be the missionaries to reveal
and share the olessings of a faitn that means so much to mill-
ions of people in lands which previous to this war were unfami-
liar to the American people.



2 .

Obviously, the success of these young Buddhists in their
efforts to interpret their TfTaith will be hampered to the extent
that Buddhism and people of Japanese ancestry are identified
with relocation centers.

The greatest success can be achieved only as these loyal-
ties to Buddhism are 1identified with men and women who also are
neighbors participating in tl”e common life of America with all
other people who are essentially loyal to America and want to
contribute to its future material and spiritual development.

It is inconceivable and, therefore, without purpose to
offer a plan of a Buddhist Church in_America unless its member-
ship has also made its decision with respect to the principles
and 1ideals on which America is founded.

Obviously then, people who desire to establish a Buddhist
Church in affieriea will endeavor as quickly as possible to become
a part of that America to participate iIn its efforts, to contri-
bute to its well-being and progress to its ultimate destiny.

That destiny can never be Jlimited to any physical geogra-
phical boundariese The impact of American principles of Demo-
cracy will be as glocal in its effects as this war itself lias
been <

In the past the influence of america has made itself felt
out across the atlantic to the countries of Europe.

Tomorrow when peace comes the influence of these 1ideals
will flow westward into and across tile great expanse of the
Pacific to reach billions of men, women and children in Asia,
India, Burma and similar countries.

You Buddhists can help America understand what the task: is
that lies before her. You can ‘help work out the methods for
accomplishing that task. You as Buddhists can contribute” a
powerful common bond of spiritual leadership 1In preparing tnose
countries through an interpretation of the America you your-
selves have known and helped to build.

as you sincerely strive to advance the cause of Human Bro-
therhood you may ce assured of the good wishes of all men whose
goal 1is the same as yours.

Charles F. Ernst

. project Director
,Jar relocation Authority
Central""Utnh Project
Topaz, Utah



BUDDHIST CHURCHES OH AMERICA
Religious Center #q
Topaz, Uteh

April 5, 1944

Res Headquarters Delegation Conference. April 28, 29 end 30.
Dear Buddhists:

In the previous report- of the Buddhist Churches of America Bulletin,
we mentioned in the Japanese translation, of the Delegates Conference
which we were anticipating; we received an answer to this and we find
majority of the relocation centers and the free zone area churches approv-
ing the said conference. In the last report, we stated the desirability
of having one reverend, one issei representative and one nisei represen-
tative to attend this conference but we would like to change it. Instead
of one reverend, we would .prefer te have as many reverends come to this
meeting as possible. Too, if any person expresses the desire to attend
this meeting, and approved by the centermwe would like to see them attend
also,

The main topics for discussion will be in regards to the present and
the future activities of the Buddhist Churches of America. Also, | am
sure each individual church has its own problems to face, and realizing
this, if you will send to us by April 20, your problems and what you would
like to have discussed, so that wo may add them to the agenda. Please
send us the answer as to whether your representatives or delegates will
be able to attend or otherwise, by April 20. If plans are made to attend
this meeting, send us the names of the persons attending on the above
date so that we may be able to make arrangements with our housing md the
Administration,

In having such a conference as this, the chief worries of the dele-
gates attending would be the matter pertaining to the expenses of travel-
ling to md from the area from which they come. This matter, we feel,
should be brought up at the meeting md find means of equ*l distribution
of expenses.

There will bo some centers that can not send any representatives
and in this c*se, | hope th-t they will entrust all matters discussed in
the hands of those present at the meeting*

We hope to see as msny of you attending this conference:

Date: April 28, 29 -ad 30.
Plrce? Topaz, Utah

C*rry OnJ
Gassho,

BUDDHIST CHURCHES OF AFRICA
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NATIONAL CONFERENCE REPORT PART 1

A SOI11ARIZATTON OE THE BUSINESS CONCLUDED AT THE NATIONAL EMERGENCY CONFERENCE HELD
IN SALT LAICS CITY, UTAH, FROM LAY 20TH TO 24TH FOLLOWS: =

1. Revitalization of the existing YBA organization under the American Buddhist
Churches:

(@ To reemphasize that we are not> a new or seosrate organization, but that
we are furthering a movement such as the CYBL, TEYBL, IDYBL, or Tri-
State YBL.

(M) All decisions made at the conference are subject to approval of the YBA s
in the relocation centers and free zone chapters.

(© The American Buddhist Churches is a sectarian sect, primarily Shinshu;
it will broad enough to welcome any grouo using the onembutsu. However,
it doesn’t restrict any group from uniting.

2. Rev. 1. Goldwater’s movement -The Buddhist Brotherhood of America-:
We arrived at a decision and reviewed it again. Our policies are broad
enough to tolerate such a parallel program as Rev, Goldwater’s movement.
The two groups will not be at severance with each other.

3. Purposes of National Headquarters:

(@ . To coordinate Young Euddhist activities in relocation centers and free
zones.

() To collect and disseminate pertinent information of activities and pro-
grams .

(©) To compile religious material,

(d To edit and publish booklets on the Teachings of Buddha.

© To establish public relations with organizations and individuals.

() To arrange cooperative buying of supplies,

(@ To carry on research regarding the sj”~stemization of the organization.

() To keep in touch with the WRA and participate in relocation.

4. Personnel of National Headquarters:

(@ To have a temporary headquarters at the Topaz Reloc”ti”™n Center with
Rev. IFf. II. ICumata as the Director of the Yming Buddhist Association.

() To establish a permanent headquarters in a free zone area as soon as
practical. " )

(© To have one other person to start with Rev* liv.matal more if necessary
and feasible. The Executive Secretary will be selected by Rev. ICumata
during his tour, contacting those on the recommended list.

5. Finance:

(@ To have the National YBA Treasurer submit an itemized report as soon as
possible. n

() To have Rev. ICumata make a tour of all the relocation centers and free
zone chanters to explain the National YBA movement} each group to he
assessed 335 to defray expenses of his trip.

(©) To get Bishop Matsukage to direct introductory letters to the various
Issei leaders and reverends of the Churches in the relocation centers
and free zones regarding Rev. ICumata and his mission.

(d) Each relocation center chapter is to raise $500 to take care of the ex-
penses of headquarters for the initial six month period; each free zone
chapter is to canvass its community for as much financial aid as possible.

6. Center program: i i i

(@ Utilize the reports of the various relocation centers such as setting up
a paid YBA Office staffed with as many people as possible.

(b) Acceptance of Rev. Kumata’s tour as the initial project of headquarters-
program.

-(© Centralization of all future church programs of the relocation centers.

(d) Compilation of an accurate list of members; in case of relocation to
record name, date, and address of such and type of ©Omoloyment or school
name,

7. Free zone chapter program:

(@ Survey of all the chapters in the free zones, listing the naraes and ad-
dresses of the officers so that transfer could be affected and cordial
welcome be given to those coming into such areas.

(b) Participate in public relations work.

(©) Assist in relocation to whatever degree possible.

(d To have a local field secretary as soon as it is possible.

(e To take a leading part iIn the creation of new chapters or sub-chapters.

8. Constitution to be formed:

(@ To have one representative to the National Board from each recognized
YBA in the relocation centers, specifically 13; the discretion to ad-
mit others will be empowered to the Board.

() To have one representative from each recognized district or league in
the free zone areas, namely, Intermountain, Tri-State and New Yorx;
discretion to admit new areas will be empowered to the Board,

(©) Officers of the National Board will be President, Vice-President and
Treasurer, elective among the Board members by the Board members. If
a Board member is elected to one of the three offices, his election
will not be considered a vacancy for th:t relocation center or free zone
district. Because our proposed plan has not been approved, the present
existin Board shall remain in office until approved and put in effect.



(@ The Charter will bo drawn up by the Tule Lake chapter,
9. Former Lenders:
There is a need for former leaders* participation in the local Young
Buddhist Associations. Older members should be encouraged to parti-
cipate in YEA programs,

10. References:

(@ Have a centralized office where research and improvement work can be
carried on; one way by which the NBA can be revitalized.

(b) The Topaz Relocation Center has an Inter-Faith organization made up
of all the ministers of the various religious faiths which coordinates
buying of supplies, etc., shoring expenses, and helping to solve
each other®s problems.

(©) Poston {/3 has a loose leaf Gatha Book; good idea to have this typo of
song book.

(d) Arkansas has a leadership training program alternating with the Sutra
classes, preparing teachers as twell as leaders,

(e) Demarkation of young people’s Sunday School under high school age over
high school age. Some of the organizations localize Bussei activities
into blocks where leadership training can add to the practical experi-
ence .

() To make, For instance, omiyogo and oiyuzu to supply the need. Per-
haps it is one source of finance.

@ To work with harmony with the Iseei groups; we need their assistance,

11. Resolutions passed:

(@ To Dillon S, ileyer of the National iJRA, thanking and commending him
for his excellent guidance and management in meeting the problems of
the war emergency created by evacuation and his interest in our group,
and informing him of the creation of a national headquarters and
pledging our support ill regards to relocation.

() To the National "Student Relocation Council, commending, and gratefully
acknowledging the manner in which it is carrying on its program and
considering members of our faith for various scholarships.

(© To the War Department, Chaplain Corps, requesting immediate consid-
eration to accept the voluntary enlistment of a Buddhist minister to
serve as a chaplain for the Nisei combat unit.

(d To the Buddhist Brotherhood of America, in care of Rev. J. Goldwater,
pledging our cooperation iIn the furtherance of that group®s program
for our mutual benefit,

12. Letters sent out:

(@ To the WRA headquarters, recommending the pushing of family and small
group relocation; wurging use,of YBA members qualified to work in re-
location offices; informing them of temporary place of headquarters
and the name of our director; asking for aild in regards to church

m properties on Pacific Coast; and giving future plaps for setting up
of offices.

() To the National JACL, commending and acknowledging the good the League
is doing for the benefit of all Japanese Americans and their parents,
and giving the national officers a vote of confidence,

13. Recognition:

Through the efforts of Tad Hirata and Rev. Nuraata, we have the under-
standing of the government agencies in our church program, which re-
sulted in the revitalizing of many chapters in the free zones; this
understanding was brought about largely through the cooperation of the
JACL .

14. Rev. Fred Fertig recognizes the worldliness of the Buddhist religion and its
contributions,. America is the melting pot of all cultures. He points
out a six-point program which seeks to at once gain favorable recog-
nition instead of distrust of American Buddhism, and to make Buddhism
a religious contribution to American civilization and thus, world ci-
vilization, The six points follow: (@) The Bussei must early come to
a clear knowledge and recognition of the values of their religion.

(@ The Bussei should take pride in their faith. (3 The "Bussei should
as rapidly as possible, with the help of Nisei priests and Issei
priests who choose to stay in the United States, work to disentangle
Buddhism from ary Shintoism or pro-Japanese elements. (4) The Bussel
should strive seriously towards their own assimilation into American
social, economic, and political life. (6) The Bussei should learn
and practice tolerance towards other faiths. (6) The Bussei need to
develop a leadership and then a membership— that is informed in Bud-
dhism,. and can then help make Buddhism®and its knowledge of Oriental
culture and*art an integral part of inferican and ”~estern civilization.

HzH-K.
6/15/43



RESOLUTIONS PASSED AT THE NATIONAL E.IERGEMCY LUTING

TO DILLON S. « DIRECTOR OF THE WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY:

WHEREAS, the National Young Buddhist Association is cognizant of and deeply
appreciates your position as Director of the War Relocation Author-
ity, and

WHEREAS, as Director of the War Relocation Authority you have taken an under-
standing and sympathetic position in carrying out your difficult
program especially affecting we of the Buddhist faith, and

WHEREAS, the Buddhist followers are deeply grateful for the special interest
and concern you have shown us,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE NATIONAL YOUNG BUDDHIST SSjiOCIATIQV

ASSEMBLED IN A SPECIAL EMERGENCY CGLREREACE AT SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH, DO

HEREBY ACKNOWLEDGE AN COMMEND YOU AND THE VAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY FOR YOUR

EXCELLEDAT GUIDANCE AND MANAGEIENT IN NESTING THE PROBLEMS OF THIS WAR EMER-

GENCY, /A®

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT M ARE SINCERELY GRATEFUL FOR YOUR HOST HELPFUL

ACTION IN SENDING YOUR PERSONALTREPRESENTATIVES TO CONVENE WITH US IN RECOG-

NITION OF THE ASSISTANCE WE EIGHT GIVE IN AIDING YOUR PROGRAYI, 0, MUTUALLY

VITAL, AID

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED TELIT CLOSER REA-ITUNSHIPS AID CONTACTS BE HADE, AND

TOWARDS THIS EI® WE OFFER OUR 11©TVIDUML AID RGAANIZAMIOVAL RESOURCES TO YOU

AND THE WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY.

TO BILLON S. MEYER, DIRECT® OF THE, WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY:

VHE"REAS, the great majority of Aierleans of Japanese ancestry are members of
the Buddhist faith, and
WHEREAS, this large number has membership in and is formally organized as the
National Young Buddhist Association, 1its leagues and chapters, and
WKEREA this organization desires fully to cooperate ad, coordinate with the -
War Relocation authority and such other federal and nationally or-
ganized agencies in promoting the general welfare of the people,
NOW, THEREFORE, BE 1T RESOLVED THAT TIE VENEERS GF THE NATIONAL YOUNG BUD-
DHIST ASSOCIATION ASSEMBLED IN A SPECIAL EMERGENCY NATIONAL CONFERENCE AT
SALT MCE CITY, UTAH, DO.,HEREBY CREATE AD ESTABLISH A NATIONAL HEADCHARTERS
TO COORDINATE YOUNG BUDDHIST ACTIVITIES IN RELOCATION CENTERS -AND FREE ZONES,
COLLECT AID DISSEMINATE PERTINENT INFORMATION OF .ACTIVITIES, AM) PROCRAAS,
COMPILE RELIGIOUS 1AATERL ,L, EDIT AND PUBLISH BOOKLETS ON TIE TEAUHiVUS OF
BUDDHA, ESTABLISH PUBLIC RELATIONS WITH ORGAAMZAMIGNS AND INDIVIDUAXS, CARRY
ON RESEARCH REGARDING TEE SYSTEVEZaTION OF THE ORSANILATTON, ARRANGE COOPEAA-
TIVE BUYING OF MATERIALS, ©TO FACILITATE ASID ASSIST YOU Al® THU WAR RELO-
CATION AUTHORITY IN CARRYING OUT YOUR PROGRAM AND TO COOPERATE HTI OTHER
FEDERAL AGENCIES AHO NLTIGLIAL CRGAHIZATICHS.

TO THE BUDDHIST BROTHERHOOD OF AJERIGA:

MHKREAVS, the National Young Buddhist Association of the American Buddhist
Churches will revitalize its activities and create a headquarters,
and

WHEREAS, this body fully recognize and appreciate the work of your group,
and

WHEREM3, we are striving for similar ideals and objectives iIn promoting the
Teachings of Buddha in this country,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SPECIAL DIVERGENCY REAMING OF THE
-.NATIONAL YOUNG .BUDDHIST ASSOCIATION COAVANED II'" HALT LANE CITY, UTAH, TILT
WE PLEDGE OUR COOPERATION TO YOU IN THE FLRTKARAVCE OF YOUR PROGRAA FCR OUR

MUTUAL BENEFIT.

TO THE WAR DEPARTMENT, CHAPLAIN CCRPS:

VHEHEAS, many of the American soldiers of the Japanese ancestry now serving
in the armed forces are of the Buddhist faith, and

WHEREAS, we feel the necessity of a Buddhist chaplain to give moral and
spiritual guidance to these Young Buddhists,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE 1T RESOLVED BY THE SPECLAL EMERGENCY CONFERENCE OF THE

NATIONAL YOUNG BUDDHIST ..SSOCLMION CONVENED IN SAALT LAKE CITY, UTAH, THM

WE DO HEREBY REQUEST THE LATAEDIITE CONSIDER.MI ON AAMD ACTION OF THE WAR DE-

PARTMENT TO ACCEPT THE VOLUNTARY ENLIST.ONT OF A BUDDHIST MINISTER.



-TO THE N.".TIOH.L STUDENT RELOCATEOH COUNCIL:

WHEREAS, the unprecedented circumstances of evacuation and relocation caused
many difficulties for members of the Buddhist faith to continue
their education in institutions of higher learnings, and

WHEREAS, :;iay of our members have been relocated to colleges and universi-
ties through the efforts of the National Student Relocation Council,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT-RESOLVED THAT, DESPITE OUR INABILITY TO CONTRIBUTE

TO YOUR FUND, THE VISION, INTELLIGENCE, AT} INTEGRITY-WITH WHICH YOU /ARE

HANDLING THE DIFFICULT STUDENT RELOCATE OR FROGRAM -HD CONSIDERING QUALIFIED

STUDENTS OF OUR F./ITH FOR VARIOUS SCHOLARSHIPS //RE COMMENDED TP GRATEFULLY

ACIUTOWLEDGED BY THE NATIONAL YOUNG BUDDHIST ASSOCIATION, CETVENED IN SPECI/i

EMERGENCY CCMFERUTCE IN EST HUGS CITY, UTRH.

H * Rex Lee
Relocation Supervisor
234 Atlas Building
Salt Lake City, Utah

Mr. Harold S, Fistere
Relocation Supervisor

944 Union Commerce Building
Cleveland, Ohio

Mr. E. H. Leker
Relocation Supervisor
1509 Fidelity Building
Kansas City, Missouri

Mr. Elmer L, Shirrell
Relocation Supervisor
226 West Jackson Blvd,
Chicago, Illinois

Mr. Harold S. Choate
Relocation Supervisor
Midland Savings Building
Denver, Colorado

E. E. Ketchpaw

Relocation Officer

Room 503E, Rockford Trust Bldg.
Rockford, I1llinois

Victor P, Tabaka
Relocation Officer

Room *7083, Plankinton Bldg.
161 West Wisconsin Ave,
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

John H. Putz
Relocation Officer
Madison, Wisconsin

Clement L. White

Relocation Officer

Room 842, Metropolitan Life Bldg.-
Minneapolis, Minnesota

*x

Perry B. Hall

Relocation Officer

Room 1127, Alliance Life Bldg,
Peoria, Illinois

0. Leon Anderson
Relocation Officer
328 Stapleton Bldg.
Billings, Montana

Roland A« King
Relocation Officer
401 Federal Bldg.
Sterling, Colorado

C, Fred Lane
Relocation Officer
Box 846

Scottsbluff, Nebraska

Harold M. Routh
Relocation Officer

Box 202

Grand Junction, Colorado

Harold M. O*Braun ,
Relocation Officer

County Public Welfare Bldg,
Belle Fourche, South Dakota

Vern Wolfley
Relocation Officer *
Room 10, Pulliam Block
Worland, Wyoming

Mr. E, L. Dakan
Relocation Officer
3500 A. 1. U. Bldg.
Columbus, Ohio

Mr. William J. Fluke
Relocation Officer
615 Ohio Bldg.
Toledo, Ohio



HO i MO . ¢é
April 2s, Friday:
8:30 am--+930 am— — -Opening Service— Ciarch....... ij Hy
eChairmsn— _.r. masug; i FU.iii i
5:30 am— 11:30 am— 4 liestinér 1-10-CD— ®--w------ VX - TI&EKE.
.11*30 an— -1s30 pm— — Beeess Mo-cp
1: 30 pm— 4:30 pm— -— Hoe"ting-m (continued}....—.... ¢ " =
4530 pm— 7:00 pm— -— Fecess
7:00 pm— -—— — -Hangei Knal—————— ____. ..___. ~IfciiiL"xg--mtitwyt

April 2~ = Saturday

high Scbool Auoitorsiunm

6s30 am— 9:00 am— — Horning Service— Cburch— — -e -%Lt"
Chairmen— Hr. IHoda

Si 11: amn---— Heoting 1-10-CD--*  ———-———--—-~ -2t -

11: mam— 1: pm—

Is pm— 4:§))pm— — Ileeting 1-10-CD— - -cooo--. .

4s pm— 7: pm-—— Biecess

8 ugurel
High Scbool Auditer rum

April 30, Sunday

8:.3)am— S;©© am— ---Horning Sei vie6“ Thurch- -—**-—
Chairman— .Ir. & kio Toshidp

9 am— ]1;;3) am— -—-Heeting 1-ml0-<JH™<*___ ___._. ik

11: an— 2:00 pm— ---Becess

2: pm— - — — — -Closing Serviee, combined with- _cfﬂ/\ A
Dedication of the Buddhist
Churches oil PrericlF,
Chairman®— Hlle Ha tfuzo Hurokawa

«XT. HTIOK J

9:00 am— 10100 am- —Sunday School eService. ... - oo oo )
High School Auditorium Jz SJ i
Chairmen— Hr* Toshitoni Fukufhina 4 I

10?30 am— 11:30 em-

Dowa
YBA Service,
Chairman— Hr.

h; VA"

. CH> % /IR
School sauditoriun, /

Arthur Takemo to
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FRIDAY* «PHIL 28, 1944

OPENING SEKVICE: = CKNRMIAT:  MB. M«SUJI FUJI |
Opening Adress: Chairmsn
Meditation

Incense Offering: Representative: Top”z Buddhist Church
Cgden Buddhist Church
Denver Buddhist Church
Srlt Lake Buddhist Church
Amache Br. Buddhist Church
Minidoka Buddhist Church
Heart fountain Buddhist Church
Poston 1 Buddhist Church
Poston 111 Buddhist Church

GMth™: ”Shinshu Shuka”

V/elcome Message: Rev. Okayama, Bu .dhist Churches of America
Mr. Sasrto Yam*to, Seijin Board
Mr. Toshio Yos.hida, Board of Directors
Mr. Charles F. Ernst, Project Director
Acceptance Message: Rev. S. K. Tsunoda
Gatha: Ondokus”™n

Closing* Remarks

Meditation:

WELCOME BANQUET: CHAJBMAKS Mre Sasrto Yamate
Mr* Joseph S"s”ki
Chairman’s Address:

Meditation
Gatha; Ondokus”™n
Welcome Address: YBA: Mr. Toku Kuruma, Y3A
Mrs. H. Shimizu, Women Assoc.
Mr. J. Kami, Seijin Board
Mr. Motoki Kudo, BCcA Bo*rd of Directors
Rev. 1 Kyogoku, Topcz Bk dhist Church
Rev. Z. Okayama, Buddhist Churches of ¢meric
Acceptance: Representative of Delegates
Dinner:
Entertainments , Chairman, Mr. George Hir*no
MORNING SERVICE «PRIL 29, 1944, 8:30 a.m.
Topaz Buddhist Church
Chairman, Mr. Kih"ei lkeda , -
Meditation

Sutra Chanting

Three Treasures

Sermon

G"ths: Ikeraba Nombutsu
Closing“Remarks

Y B « INAUGURAL BALL 8:30 ,m.
MORNING SERVICE APRIL 30, L9414
Topaz Buddhist Church
Church
Meditation

Sutra. Chanting

Three Treasures

Sermon

G"tha  ”Nori no Miyane.
Closing Remarks



SUNDAY SCHOOL SEB VICE »PHIL 1S44
civic auditorium
Chairman* Mr* Ycshitomi Fukushima
Opening Address: Chairman
Meditation:
Sutra Chanting
Incense Offering
Gatha: “Hotoke Sema”
Sunday School Creed
Sermon; Rev. K. M. Kumata, Guest speaker
Story-telling: Rev, C. ierakav/a
Gatha: Nichi-yo-bi
Meditation
Closing Remarks
Gath« MSryonara no Uta”
YOUNG PEOPLES GATHERING APRIL 30, 19414
civic auditorium
Chairman: Arthur Takemoto
Opening Address: Chairman:
Prelude ”»spirations”
Gatha _ "Right Meditation
Three Treasures
Incense Offering-
Address: Rev. S. N. Tsunoda, Guest speaker
(English sermon)
Gath«: "Bussei Koshin Kyoku”
Creed:
Pos tludo: ""Mettabhavina”
DEDICATION CEREMONY
Topaz Buddhist Church
Chairman: Mr. Mrtsuzo "Kurokav/a
Opening Address: Chairman
Medi tation
Sutra Chanting
Incense Offering SUNDAY SCHOOL : Mr. Yoshio Isono
YBA: Miss Y«suko Ishida
Women’s Bocrd: Mrs. J, Kit«ge<ki
Seijin Board : Mr. S. Vakayamr
Board of Directors: Mr. Vernon Ichis«ka
Repr. of Delegates: 1.
2.
Gath« "Shinshu Shuk«
Address: Topaz Buddhist Church Representative— Mr. M«suji P uJii
Representatives of the Delegates— -
Kikyomon:
Sermon:
Gath«: "*Ondokusan"
Meditation:
Closing Remarks
HOMIK7AI Chairman:  Mr. Kihci lkeda
civic auditorium
7:00 p-m.
Meditation
Gatha  fOndokusen™
Sermon:
ENTERTAINMENTS Chairman: Mr. George Hirano

civic «ud
730 p.-m.

iterium






"OBON" conjured jdp inWur* minds the graceful
figures of men anddwomon, tite™young and old, "sway-
ing and dancing to the quaint and haunting melo-
dies of the ondos; of lanterns softly swinging to
the cool summer breeze and the moan in Its fullest
shining down on happy faces .of those who have
gathered to vjatch the colorful festivities*

With all the gaiety represented, yet, it is not
mwithout a tinge of outspoken sorrow for "CGBC&* is
the Memorial Bay traditional to those of the Bud-
dhist faith. Memory of the departed ones who were
so dear to us; the moments Ffilled with joy and
tender recollections; these well up in our minds.

"OBON” teaches us the living to model our lives
is the way of filial pioty, honor and reverence
towards the departed, of gratitude and thinksgiv-"
ing to the living ad. dead who have given wus life
and the comforts on earth. And labove all it
teaches us the Salvation that comes to us through
the Benevolence of the Lord Buddha, And for these
l.et us say our Qnembutsu, Naim Amida Butsu.

— Rev. Kenryo Khmata™

OBON MATSURI SCHEDULE

SATURDAY, AUGUST 14—
8 PM Adullt Memorial Sérvice
Place: Ree. 28
Ghairman: Hr. H. Kurokawa
Sermon: Rev, Z. Okayama

SUNDAY, AUGUST 15—
8:45 AM Sunday School Memorial Services
Placo? Ree. 8
Chairman: Mr. T. Yoshida
Sermon: Rev, T, Eashima

- Placer Ree, 28
Chairman; Mr, K. Barano
Sermon: Rev. S. Sanada

10 :-™M Young People*$ Memorial Service
Place; Rec. 28
Chairman: Hr. M. Maruyama
Sermon; Rev. K. ICumata

7:30 PM Bon Odori
Place; High School Plaza

Chairman: Hr. M. Eurokawa

Entertainment
Place: High School Plaza

Chairman: Mr. T. Yoshida

8:15 PM Cbon Ceremony
Place: High School Plaza

Chairman: Mr. H, Fujii



BON ODORI
PROGRAM

1.
2*
3,
4.

apop

5.
6.
7.

8.
9.
10.
11.

Sakura Qndo

Gion Kouta

Nisei Koushin Kyoku
Kagoshima Ohara Bushi

Obon Ceremony: -

Meditation
Nembutsu
Gatha: iBon No Uta-
Messages:

Rev. Z. Okayama
Mr. C. F, ErnSt
Rev. K. Kumata
Gassho

America Qndo
Yasuki Bushi
Shin Okesa

To Heitai

Entertainment m

Vocal: “Epsaye Kunizavja
Kaoru Inouye
Kazunia Tajiri
Koji Yamda

Tamiko Kosakura
Ayako Hliyazhki
Mitsuaki Thkagi

Saxophone: Hisao Kataoka

Odori:

Hinamaru Okesa

Kurogarte Bushi

Nisei liusume Koushin Kyoku
Mo-kyo Bushi

egreat feast

festival is observed by all

Buddhist Churches, and con-
sists of a Memorial Service

for all the deceased, and

the Bon Odori*.

The legendary reason for
the _.Bon Dances comes from:a
story of the greedy and
stingy mother of a disciple
of Buddha* Vh.cn she died,
her spirit suffered for her
earthly sins of greed, and
so she appealed to her son
for help*

'He went to the Buddha
and was told to hold a
in her memory
and feed everyone generous-
ly, He did so, and when her
spirit became free, he ,,
danced with joy. Thus ori-
ginated .the Bon Odori. So
the story goes.

The OBON I1AT3URI is some-
times called the Eeast of
Lanterns from the ancient
custom of placing lanterns
on the graves so as to
light the way back for tho
spirits*

Everyone, from
mother to baby, takes
in the traditional
Odori .

grand-
part
Bon






Friends:

Once again the traditional Obon festival is being celebrated
by all Buddhist, with the ever popular »0bon Odori» and other
festive celebration. Our hearts are full of deep emotion when
we hold this Obon in such a great scale at the times of many
sacr ifices,

The beginning of Obon takes us back to the era of Lord
Buddha# Bt, Mokuren, was one of Shakamuni’s 16 famous disciples,
and is well known to this day as authority of occult power*
During his childhood days, his mother devoted much of her time
and effort in her son, but was very selfish in her human life.
She neglected to seek Nirvana through the practice of Shakamuni®s
teachings, and entered the land of infamy following her death,

Mokuren through his powers, sensed the danger, the suffer-
ing and starvations of his devoted mother, and endeavoured to
Scive her from this tragedy.

Upon seeking tne advice of Shakamuni, he was instructed to
summon his followers on July 15 and nold a ceremonial service
for all deceased.

July 15 is a special date commemorated for this great
occasion because this was the day ending tne great Monsoon period
in India and all of the Buddhist disciples descend from their
Caves where they nad been furthering their knowledge in meditation*

Upon descending from tneir caves, they recall and re—adjust their

accomplishments, and this i1s the reason Shakamuni selected July

15th as the day for the great festivity.

Upon conducting the ceremony and after many futile attempts,

Mokur en succeeded, in the salvation-of hiS-mnother, and -was .so



overjoyed that he expressed hi.$: feelings by dancing, and this
was the origination of the Bon Od#fie

On the evening of the 14th, we use candle lanterns to invite
departed souls, and in order to guide their way back. After
these souls have come Jack, these lanterns will be gathered at
saula open space outside of town; then a mass religious Bon Odori
is held in a circle. Bon Odori is also held on the evening of
the 15th. At the dawn of the 16th the dancers will carry the
1linterns to the outskirt s of town for the final rite. There
the lanterns are destroyed with incantation. Bon Odori and Bon
hituals vary, however, according to the locality.

"We hope you understand the origin of Bon Odori %hd welcome

the coming Obon for your deceased ones.

With Oassho,
mTopaz Buddhist Church



Conference with Buddhist Leaders iIn Project Director*s Office - April 26, 1945

Seasons why so few Buddhists hare relocated iIn proportion to Protestants!

1*

2.

>»

So many of the leaders are on the "Blade List”, Ignorance of the Any
about Buddhism and confusion of Buddhism and Shintoism.

So special outside assistance available as to the Protestants from at*
side church groups.

Seed Reverends in each of the churches listed, but will also need special
financial assistance for their living expenses. Can work as Social \Wei-

«l'fare worker« out of WRA Yield Office, but no expense for church rtself ex-

pected. Only siXx reverends out of SO are now out with their churches*
Probably one-half of the Buddhists will be iIn the Western Defense Area
by Jan. 2, 1946, but will need ministers freed and in active leadership
with their churches. She Buddhist ministers are particularly needed
for weddings, funerals, etc., as more essential for Buddhists than
ethers, and people will not leave the ministers iIn the Centers to o
out on their own without this fooling of iInsecurity, this iIs as great
a fear as fear of adverse public opinion.

Bishop Matsukage should have the chance to explain to the Army at San
Brancisco the absolute separation of the Buddhist churches In Anerica
from Japan and no financial aids reeelvod In this connection oven prior
to the war.

Bistory of Buddhist churches In America needs to be knomn. After early
days when the Issei trained priests camre from Japan, they were entirely
supported locally and no financial support received from Japan. Sup-
port is all from members locally, ed the local churches support the
Headquarter« in San Brancisco (now at Topaz). Braining for priest« is
In the Orient, but not necessarily iIn Japan - need knowledge of Sar*
écrit. Snglish handicaps more difficult with Buddhists out of six
reverends iIn Topaz.

a. Segregee - Rev. Kotoyoshl
b. Wxoludees - Rev. Okayama, Kashina, and Sanada
c. Cleared - Bishop Matsukage and lev. Kyogoku 4

I brobt up the fact of recent negotiation and discussion whereby $5,000
was made available for Buddhists but was not accepted. The reply Was
different now — no urgency then, but iIs now and such money would be
helpful. 1 also pointed out that two reverends at Topaz were already
cleared and there may be seme at other centers, so those that are on

the cleared list should relocate nov. The reply was that financial
difficulties is again Involved as there are not enough people back

there to support the Churches but that they do have a definite plan

of Hostels and placement of ministers.

1 made inquiries as to the opinions of the Bishop and others present as
to possible federation with the Bed. Council of Churches, and i1f Buddhist
Churches of Americawould be Interested in such a relationship. 1 of-
fered to introduce the subject in Washington and the Hew York church



office, 1T the Bishop and the others want 1t. They could then he follow-
ed tp with identification with other church groups in local coamunities.

After considerable discussion, the response of the Bishop and all others

present was "yes* and they requested me to follow up on this as |
thought host™

Inquiry was made by Bishop as to the possibility of haring a conference
of Buddhists at the center or the outside (Bearer) to sake future plans.

X replied that "outside* would be best - but would be okay for leaders
from each center to rislt fopas to plan such a conference«

Bishop replied - Tee, but expense would be pretty heary to hold confer-
ence "‘outside* and the only reaeon to hare it at the center would be
the question of expenses. Would only want three or four represented
tires from each center to discuss the following: (X then Indicated X
would take this up with Director Myer.)

The question of transfer of the headquarters of Buddhist Church of America
to the "outside and to open up hostels iIn San Brancisco, Oakland,
Sacramento, Bos Angeles, and Bresno, so that ministers could be resident
at each hostel to help with serricee and social Integration of Buddhist
msmbers was presented as a definite and workable plan by the representa-
tive.

Brosout were Bishop Matsukage, Her. Motoyoshi, Her. Okayama, Mr. X.
lkeda, Mr. S. Matsunoto, Mr. T. Bakayaaa, Mr. Hoffman, and for part of
the time Bobert B. Bolins from the Washington office.



»tidfiblgt Chirrehyx 108»t*a Prior to aracaalon

ARIZONA B. C*
SAN FRANCISCO 3. C.

Alameda 1, D.
Berkeley 3, O*
Ismaaji B* O*
Oakland, .3. B.
Palo Alto 3, O.

FB38SO B* O»

Bakersfield B. O»
Delano B. C.
Binuba B. O,

lings Comity 1, C*
Beedley B. C.-

n sallal. Q.

BRAWLS! B. C*
2L <mmo 3. C.
<DNHTBR B. C.
SACRAVENTO B, C.

Vacaville B. C.
florin B. O.
lavaahino B. C.
Bodl B. S.
Marysville, B,6*
Placer B~ 8,
Stockton 3* (O

DOS AHG2LB3 B* O»
Gardena 3* 6»
Guadalupe 3* O«
Lompoc 1. O,
Oxnard 3»

Santa Barbara 3* O~

< OFTON B* C*

*NSW TORE B* O*

OREGON B* C.

- Rt. 1, Box 326, Glendale, Aris.
- 1881 PIn© 8t.# San Francisco, Calif

~ 2325 Pacific Avenue, Alaneda, Calif.
- 2121 Chaaning Way, Berkeley, Calif*
- Rt. 3 Box 24, Sevastopol, Calif*
* 181 6th Street, Oakland, Calif*
- 727 Ramona Street, Palo Alto, Calif*

~ 1340 Hern Street, Fresno, Calif,

2207 S Street, Bakersfield, Calif*

F~ 0, Box 33, Delano, Calif*

143 South N Street, DInuba, Calif*

230 N Green Street, Hanford, Calif*
1304 K Street, Reedly, Calif*

514 1 Center Street, Visalia, Calif.

* 1

(= |

- P 0 Box 158, BrawlCy, Calif,

- 455 Oomaerelal Ave., 31 Centro, Calif*
* 1942 Market St., Denver, Colorado

« 418 0 Street, Sacramento, Calif*

- P 0 Box 718, Vacaville» Callf*

- P 0Box22, Tlorln, Calif,

P O Box 338, Walnut tore, Calif.

P O Box 243, Boil, Calif,

- P O Box 638, Marysville, Calif,

- 10 Bex 835, Pearyn, Calif,

m 248 V Washington Street, Stockton, Calif,

~ 219 I* Central Ave*, Los Angeles, Calif*
- 16831 HslIn Street™ Gardena, Calif#

- P 0 Box 936, Guadalupe, Oallf.

~ 213 North J Street, Lompoc, Calif,

- 234 B 6th Street, Oxnard, Calif.

- P 0 Box 365, Fort Lupton, Colorado

- 171 T 94th Street, New fork City, N* T*

- 312 N W 10th Avenue, Portland, Oregon



SAB JOSB B. C, - 640 | 5th Street, San Jose, California
Salinas B. C, - 14 California St., Salinas, Cal if*
Watsonville B. O, - 107 Bridge Street, Watsonville, Calif*
«SALT LAO 1. O~ - 347 W 1st South, Salt lake City, Utah
<00BBN B. C* - 3456 Lincoln Avenue, Ogden, Utah
SAB 2)1BOO B. C. ~ 3929 Market Street, San Blego, Calif*
SAB LOSS OBISPO 1. O, w p 0 Box 692, San Luis Obispo, Calif*
m Y, Santa Barbara B. 6* - 131 SOP St., Santa Barbara, Calif*
SEATTLE BUDBHIST CHUBCH - 1427 Main Street, Seattle, Washington
TACOMA B. C. * 1717 faveett Avenue, Tacoma, Washington
L WHITS BirssL B. C. e B~ f* 1 2, Bor 175, Aubumn, Washington
ik TABIMA B, C, . PO Box 367, W&pata, Washington
——— <CHICAGO B. C. - 1300 1 LaSalle, Chicago 10, Illinois
OBTABIO B. O*
SPOKAHB B, O.

CLBTXLABD 2. O*
=BBTBOIT B, O»

* D local reverends are there



mm O*u m
Central Utah. War Balecation Center
#»eWruary 28, 1945

fook Xndef- Eemaining In
Sl 1aite Beere Cater ...
m ioioi
Buddhist 2079E 289 1790
Protestant 1089 268 801
Cathollc 8? 29 28
Shindoism 29fF: 1 28
Von#t P u« 41 75
lo Beeord i 6
3356 | 2728
OCOUFAFXOI
laundry Work 285 50 235
Bomestic Work 1052 202 850
Storekeeper sV x 282 66 | 211
Industrial m 1132 36
Clericalp 11190 K ilt i 73
Agricultural 630 112 53
Professional JMAT 16 31
Houaewife fg] 823 p 104 719
336 A 628 2728
SDURGHOH | |
0 » 0, 4341 50 A e 334
0 1 4.0
4*1 - 8*0 1364 189 1175
a.i 1 io.o p|#443 | 96 O Il 346
10»1 - 12,0 fl 689 171 518
12,1 ~ 14,0 242 mm 63 | 189
14.1 - 16.0 U 126 51 75
17.1 - 18.0 14 K TAm 10
16.1 - 17,0 13 5 8
18.1 - 19.0 f 3 5
19.1 - 20.0 3 S 3
20.1 - 21,0 3 3
21.1 - 2.0A \p, 5 2 3
lio record 2 9



SMSOU&L L&173 PARTICIPAI IOH
Took Seasonal Leave
Bid not take SML

SHORT TSHM LHAYS PARTICIPATION
Took Short-ter» leave
Bid not take S»T«l»

Total

501
2855

643
2513

3356

Took Indef-
inite Leave

149
479

251
377

628

Remaining 1m the
Center

352
2376

2728

592
2136

2728



lev #2, Top**, Utah
April 27, 1945

TOs Hr, 1. 7, Hoffman

TBDKt Bishop B. Matsufcage
SUBIBC7* Buddhist Churches of America and Belocation

1la Behalf of the Buddhists of Ameltca aay 1 take this opportunity to
express our heartfelt appreciation for the opportunity of discussing
with you yesterday afternoon a few of the more vital problems that
confront the Buddhist Churches and their members, insofar as their
Immediate future it concermed®

1 an very happy % state that lumense good was derived from the freak
discussion, primarily, Because of your sympathetic attitude* which, 1
Believe™ 1is necessary in order to understand the problems that all
Buddhists and evacuees of our faith fays today; and secondly* Because
we representatives of Biddhistio faith in this center were able t
present to you la person eur side of the picture - which, 1 Believe*
Is sarevicat distorted iIn the eyes of tho Amy - narely, the Basic
structure of tho Buddhist churches in America and their relation to
the mother «harsh in Japan*

1 hope from the discussion* you wore able to appreciate the fact that
the representatives of the Buddhist church in the center have never
opposed relocation of i1ts members; iIn fact* they favored the program
and encouraged the evacuees to return to normal life* Bor that reason
the representatives have Been planning for a long time ways and means
to re-establish the various churches on tho Best Coast* so that tho
churches can again servo tho needs of tho returning evacuees* X am
sure 1t was i1n connection with this phass st the problem that you re-
quested our participation in the discussion yesterday™

Believing that you adequately comprehend the position of tho Buddhist
churches and their Immediate needs* may X humbly request you to
present the various problems discussed upon your arrival in Washington*
Moreover, may X urge you to do everything possible within your means
to solve the present difficulties* partleulArly with reference to the
deplorable status of many of our ministers who art unable to retumn

to their respective communities Because of Army restrictions. Kay X
alo remind you of the financial aid required By the ministers* at
least for the time Being* If and when the ministers are permitted to
returm*

With Best wishes to you and a successful trip* X remain,

Tours respectful ly»
/«/ Bishop 1* Matsulpege



Ree #2, Topax, Utah
Aprii 2?2, 1945

Mr. D. 9. Hoffman
Project Director
Topaz, Dtah

Dear Sir;

Me herewith submit to you the following which It isme&iate plan of the
Buddhist Churches of inerii in connection with the relocation progran

1« Buddhist Churches of America Is now planning te re»
establish 1ts headguarters somewhere outside the
center.

11*  Buddhist Churches of America proposes to utilizo the
mrious church buildings It represents throughout
the country for hostel purpose to help the returning
evacuees.

a* The following churches hare already boon oponed
for tVs purpose: Ban dose and Des Angeles.

b. Those under consideration now are Sen Brandseo,
Oakland, Sacramento, and Breens*

HI* The following localities will become regional cen-
ters for religious activities: (@) Califomia:
San Francisco, Sacramento, fresno, Dos Angeles,
and San doss. (V) Pacific lorthvest: Portland
and Seattle*

XT* It lo our program to establish XLddhist churches In
the following cities: West Coast: Spokane and
Ontario; Bast: Minneapolis and Cleveland™

fours respectfully,

BUDDHIST CHURCHES OF AVERICA

h
r /s/ S* Matsumdte



BUDDHIST CHURCH 07 AMSHIOA
Religious Center #2
Top**, Utah

April 28, 1945

Mr. X» 7. Hoffman
Project director
Central Utah Relocation Project

fopas, Utah
Rear Mr. Hoffmans

1 am writing to you regarding the organisation of fed-
eral Council of Churches of Arerica. It is the plan
of Buddhist Churches of America of becoming one of its
»sabers, but in order to do so we would like to knew
the substantiality of 1ts organisation and their pro-
eedmres.

May 1 at this time ask you to inquire into this nat-
ter. Tour kind cooperation will be greatly appre-
clated.

Most sincerely yours,

/</ Bishop Ryotal Matsukage



A WAR RELOCATION AUTHOR1 ~

W Central Utah ProjectV
Topaz, Utah

MEETING WITH SAN FRANCISCO BUDDHIST HOSTEL COMMITTEE

August 9# 1945

PRESENTL Mr. L. T. Hoffman, Bishop Matsukage, Rev. Okayama,

1«

7*

Mr. H. Wakayama and Mr. K. Ikeda

Lack of WRA help In San Francisco rather discouraging to
the committee.

Some property not ldentified and put In separate place.
Rest all moved to WRA warehouse.

WRA « Fred Ross unwilling to release cots and mattresses
until lkeda and Rev. Okayama there first, and ready to
start before material released and not be there idle.
Fukagai (Manager) there and could sign.

Regarding sponsorship with Friends. Friends offered $200

to start and $100 more when actually started or i of total
expense, up to $300, but this would be $1000. Decided not
to accept any money from Friends as will need to raise
$1000 anyway, so will not make any major Improvements such
as partitions etc. now. This will then only take $200, so
would therefore cost Buddhist about $500 less. Wo materials
available anyway.

Kitchen - Impossible because no organization Friends or other
to help financially. WRA says cannot give any material help
or financial assurance so Buddhist say why should we have to
do everything. WRA, Miller, Ross, Turner, all lukewarm and
Buddhist®s somewhat discouraged. Mrs. Duvenak said the Budd~
hist Hostel budget too high and should be cut down, but they
don"t see how they can* Rev. Udle, Buddhist Reverend iIn San
Francisco, helping and went to Los Angeles to get help from
them and information as to how they do it.

Decided then to start with sleeping accomodations, only let
people find out how costly it iIs to eat outside and perhaps
later can open kitchen on reduced basis.

Complaints about Ration books. Wo points for part of a
month. Follow-up with Relocation, need more information to
people going out on Rationing.

Rev. Udle helped to hold Buddhist services Sunday at San
Francisco and 30 to 40 Caucasians came out including
several colored leaders in Community. Stayed after service



ind all expressed Interest In Buddhist®s problem and offer«»
ed to help In any way possible*

8* Door to door delivery of freight and express needed - No
reply from Washington Office*

9* Jlkeda to work in San Francisco, District Office at CAF-7#

and this i1s oK with Miller andtiss * Toshle Fujimoto iIn
Area office now and Mas Narahara going to Los Angeles WRA
offlce*fe

10. Problem of part-time paid Job for Rev* Okayama - His ser-
vices are ministerial and should be paid on this basis, need
for $100 a month, possibly could recontact Cong* Church,
Chicago Council Social Action, possible help on this* Com-
mittee seemed to feel San Francisco Relocation officers did
not understand their problem here as only offered Rev* Oka-

.. yYama domestic work* It was pointed out for a Buddhist mlInis-
LJl ter that is unthinkable

11* Discussed opening dates planeed on August 20, but because
of need to have tostelopen For arrival of fopasans on August
15 special, lkeda and Okayama said they would leave before
the train and sign for cots etc* and get it set up In tem-
porary basis* Okayama to take reservations here*

12* 1 agreed to write Rev* Ddle in 6an Francisco and express

| appreciation of the Buddhist®s committee for his past and
future assistance*

L. T™ Hoffman
Project Director

LTHImt



