Introduction

The Creative Writers Group is composed of young people whe
are interested in art end litersture, especially the writing of
prose and poetry. Arthur Morimitsu, who was interested in short
story writing, end Jobo lalmmura, who had plans usdertmy for a
magaszine, were instrumentel in sterting the organization. The
first organizational meeting was held on July 8, 1942, and it was
decided that members would write pleces for outside magazines and
also for the Colony megeszine, In the July 8 lssue of the Iulean
Dispatoh the following announcement appeared:

WRITERS TO FORM LITERARY OROUP

Sketoh artists, short story writers, poets, feature
writers, and other literaryeminded persons interested
in ereative writing are encouraged to contribute to
"The Tempo," & monthly magaghe now under organization
within the Adult Bduoation department., Those interested
may contact G. Vekamura in Ho. 1808,

Iutgg

After the olub was started, meetings were hsld one night a
week, usually on Tuesdey. Attendance varied from helf a dosen to
& dozen end a half., There was & small nucleus of relatively more
capable writers who usuelly showed up st every meoting and turned
out literary pleces regularly. There were others who were not 80

oapabla or so industrious who attended meetings irregulerly. it

varicus times, more immature writers attended meetings, but

mos’ ¢f them ocame only once. Several of the immature group
especially et the very first meeting, submitted compositions for
oritioism, but most of them seemed afraid to do 80,

Arthur Morimitsu ususlly chaired the meetings, end the
members gathered informelly around a table., "Did anyone bring any-
thing?" was usually the first question asked, As rule, two or

three pleces were handed in. The chalrmen either passed one on to




someone to read aloud, or let the writer of the plece read it
himself, After the reading, general oriticisms weremlled for.

If it were & poem, few comments were made, the writer being asked
merely to explain what he was trying to bring out. WNost of the
pieces were short stories or sketoches and these usually stimulated
& number of comments. The theme was usually discussed theroughly,
as well as the technigue in making the story dramatic in making

it "move" faster, in keeping one point of view, etes The disoussion
and eriticism were probably too compliceted for the immature members
and may have been one resson for their droppiag out.

l-borlhtp Cheracteristies

The most active members of the writers group are lilroshi
Sugasewars (Riley O'Suga), Art Morimiteu, George Nakamura (Jobe),
Ken Hayeshi, lugene Okeds, Shuji Klmura, Ruby, George and James
sekods, Kiki Tomite, Miyoko Takegi, Yoshimi Kewaguochi, #illiem

Osugs, Frances Olmmoto. Most of the members ll’.‘ between the

agos of 20 and 30, with the average probably around 25. Art is over
80, while there ere probably none below 20, WNost of the members
have gone to college, and several ere college gradustes, making
this group a relatively educated lisel groupe. Thile they do not
geem to have & oamson ocoupational buockgreund, they all have
interest in literature, in writing or in such related fields as
photography. Nembers come from different sections of the Coast,
and s eem to be attracted primarily through common interest, rather
then through essual scquaintance, The group has been meeting
regularly every week, even though the number gathering together
at any one time has never been very large.

Because of their wide range of reading, for one thing, the
conversation of the members tend to take on en intelleotual tinge.

Oa the other hand, there is a sonspiouocus lack of interest in and




talk of dates snd dances which ocoupy so much of the e ttention

of Niseis in general. "he pirls are not particularly attractive,
and are acoepted by the boys, who ere in the majority, without
partiouler regard for sex. Part of this is due to the fae$, no
doubt, that this group is older and have outgrown the extreme
emphasis on the opposite sex maintained by mdolescents. Part of
this lack of interest can be traced to the fauct that they have not
been populsr with the opposite sex, because they are not attractive
(in cese of girls) or because of quirks in their personality, Their
intelleotual interests have tended to alienate them from other
Niseis who lack those interests. Of the group omly about half of the
boys go to a dance oocasionally,

One definite charecteristic of the creative Writers is their
individualism. There has been no attempt to enforece sny definite
group ways on the group as & whole., The chalrmanship has been
made revolving, a different person taking care of a meeting each
tine. There sre no other officers. The meeting place, too, is
being rotated and held at the home of the members in turn., About
three attempts were made to change the name of the group, but in
spite of the large number of suggestions made, very few of the
mewbers agreed with the choice of another member. 7The names

Seribblers and Coffee and Iluk have been used as substitute numes.

Jobo has dubbed the group as Queers, without particular protest from
- the members.

The lLegesine

A short review of Lhe progress of the mageszine is appropriate at
this point. Jobo had called the prospective magazine "The Tempo."
1t was to be published wader the suspices of the Adult Zducation

Department, which was directed by Dr. 'reneis, a mature snd




dognatic woman who was used to having things done just as she
thought they ought to be., Vhen the first menuseripts were sent

to her to be looked over, she disapproved of meny of them because,
she said, they were not of high literary gquality., Jobo thereupem
resigned his job with the Adult Ndueation Department, and took the
manuseripts to Mr. Cook, head of the Information Division.

Mre Cook, who had written redio plays himself, weloomed the magazine
and offered to have it published free of charge under his departaent.
As he was entrusted with the task of censoring publications within
the Colony, this arrangement would obviate the necessity of sending
the manuseripts to San Franoisco %o be approved, Also the magasine
could be distributed free of charge as & supplement to the news-

paper.
Mre Cook and the rpeative uriters

Vhen it was learned that Mr, Cook had been & writer, the
members were enthusiestic about having hin come to the meetings
% oriticise theworks of the members. One meeting was held in
the newspaper offlice to hear the comments he had to make on the
pieces already written. The better ones were severely eriticised,
and the others were put aside as unworthy of publication. The

members considered this a reasonable procedure, but they were

asused by his dogmatism. Morimitsu had written The Mirrer 4

without sny thought of mother love as & theme but ¥r., Cook advised
hhiormitothncndtpuqh it o mother love story., It had

%o be a mother love story, he sald, end proceeded to point out
passages which made it so. And he insisted that the drunkeard in
Frank Higikotos stoery should be killed by the wife, who, in Prank's

- -

y See Dispatoh, Maegasine Seotion, August, 1942,




mind, was supposed to stand for all of the goodnessin the world.
Not only could Mr. Cook not see the point of view of the
individual writers, but he did not beem to be able to realize
that Japanese have a different way of looking at things.

Because Mr. Cook could not come to the meetings on Tuesday
night, they were changed to Thursday night to suit his convenience.
He came to about three meetings in succession. At first the
meetings proceeded amieably. Mr., Cook took the lead in the discussions
end did most of the commenting, end although he was still dogmatie,
nebno seemed to mind. Then someone asked him to bring some of the
radio pla&l that he had written to read to the group, For the next
two meetings the members were occupied largely im listening %o

lirs Cook resd his own works. The plays were considered well-written

end to have a definite plot. Mr. Cook said that the stories of

the members gdid not heve enough plot, and that they should strive
for that for a change, instead of harping on the soul-seekingsort
of things that they were turning out. A few of the more critical
members thought that Mr. Cook's stories were too commereial and
had nothing substantial to them, so they continued to write what
they wanted to. Then Mr. Cook suggested that each member write
an "exercise" describing a room after a stag party.

In the meantime, the more sensitive members began to resent
the idea of having Mr. Cook come to the meetings. One member
said that Mr. Cook was bringing his things to read even when the
group was not interested in them. This member suggested lr. Cook
brought up the Russian drama during the discussion because he
thought the members didn't know anything about it. Also, it was
hinted that he was trying to change the club into an advanced

English elass where the members would learm how to write the




way he did. This partioular member didn't think that Cook's
commercial stuff was very good. In his opinion, the group wanted
to write something with social significence. e ended up by
saying thet if My, Cook continued to come to the meetings, he
himself wouldn't come any more. A few members discussed W B

end means of getting rid of him.

At the next meeting there were six members and ¥Mr. ook
present, and only two of them had written enything, Both of
them were cepable members, and had disregarded lir, Cook's sug-
gestion %o write a desoription of a room efter a stag party,
#ihen he onlled for "exercises," no one responded. Then
Norimitsu was asked to read his plece, and it turned out to be
& sketoh beginning with the desoription of a room, bug ending
up with the impressions of a Nisei student prior %o leaving his
college town, MNr. Cook commented, smong other things, that it
should have been kept an impression of & room. Then when
Sugasawara read his story, Mr. Cook commented that it was the
best story written eo far, Then Mr. Ovok seid thet for the
next meeting everyone should write an lmpression of & room
after a stag party. One member asked if they should write
it even if they had no interest in the subjeots Mr. Cook did not

take the hint, and said thet 1t would be good practice. ‘nother

asked whether they shouldn't be writing compositions rather than
exercises to keep the magasine furnished with materinl, but again
Mrs Cook said that exercises Wwould be more helpful,

Toward the end of the meeting Mr, Cook suddenly asked whether
he wasn't "butting" into the meeting, A few members hastened to
erase that impression, and wented to kmow where he had got that
idea. At the olose of the meeting, after Vr, Cook had gone home




the membors gathered to discuss his presence at the meetings.

There was an agreement that he was being dogmatic and was stifling
initietive. Also members did not like the fact that M¥r. Cook
was making éhu;u in the stories as they went to press, without
consulting the writers. Norimiteu end Sekode's stories had been
changed at the end without their knowledge, while layashi's story
was altored in & way he disapproved of. Fear was expressed that
Af this ocontinued the small meuwbership would dwindle still
further. Wethods of stopping him from coming to the weotings
were discussed, and it was thought thet it would be best to shift
the aight of the meeting back t0 Tuesday, when he would have to be
at the Council meetinge As an excuse it could be sald that most
of the other members could not come on Thursday,
Caucasian~Japanese Relationship

This incident throws light on the Cpueasisne=Japanese
relationship existing in the Golony. ihile Cook's dogmatie nature
may also essert itself in s Ceucasian group, his assumption of his
own status as superior to the Japansse is unmistakable. The fact
that he felt free to change the stories written by members before
they were printed in the magazine without even consultiag the
writers, that he did not ask the opinion of those at the meetings
in regard to the policy conoerning the way in which the weeting
should be conducted,. that hé felt that his opinion was final all
point to thot fact. Ue does not seem to have suspeoted that his ¢ one
duet and his writings were under critiolsm by the members and that
some of them felt that they were possibly better writers thean he was.
The meabers at first welcomed his oritiolsms, but they could not
acoept without some protest his dogmatic ways sand his superior

attitude,




Lesdership ioles
The activity of the Creative Writers can be viewsd in terms

of leadership, 7The interest of the members in the group seems to

be primorily that of having their own composti:ons read and
discussed before the group. Even if they sre not the lesders in
the group in a striot sense, they sre able to gain the spotlight
momentarily whem their pleces sre being reed and eriticized, This
explanation is more plausible when it is considersd that those
who write the best and most regularly are the ones thet attend
the meetings most frequently. 7This osn also explain why the leas
capable writers do not come to the neetings more than cnce or
twice,

Port of the resentment toward Mr. ook probably erese from
the faot that he weas trying to take most of the lesdership roles
himselfe [e not only led the discussionm, he also brought his own
works and oocupled & large part of the meetings resding them, Not
only would he not give others ample opportunity to express their
opinions even about their own compositions, but he attempted to
have them write “exercises,” where he would be the foeus of

attention, even if others did the writing,




