
i nt roduct i on 

The Cr eat i ve . r i tere Gr oup i s composed of  youn  ̂ peopl e who 

ar e i nt erest ed I n ar t and l i t er at ur e,  especi al l y t he wr i t i ng of  

pr ose and poet r y.  Ar t hur Mor i ai t su,  who was i nt erest ed i n shor t 

st or y wr i t i ng,  and J ob© i i akamura,  who had pl ans under l ay f or a 

raacasi ne,  wer e i nst rument al  i n st ar t i ng t he or gani sat i on.  Hi e 

f i r st or gani sat i onal  meet i ng was hel d on J ul y 8,  1942,  and i t  was 

deci ded t hat «ember s woul d wr i t e pi eces f or out si de magazi nes and 

al so f or t he Col ony na âsi ne.  I n t he J ul y 8 i ssue of  the Tul ean 

Di spat ch t he f ol l owi ng annoroeeraent appeared» 
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sket ch ar t i st s,  shor t st or y wr i t er s,  poet s,  f eat ur e 
wr i t er s,  and other l i t er ar ymi nded per sons i nt erest ed 
i n cr eat i ve wr i t i ng ar e encouraged to cont r i but e t o 
"The Tempo, " a mont hl y magadhe now under organi sat i on 
wi t hi n the / dul t &duoat i on depar t ment ,  t hose i nt erest ed 
may cont act 0.  Nakami r a i n Ho.  1808.  

»f oot i ngs 

Af t er t he cl ub was st ar t ed,  meet i ngs wer e hel d one ni tf i t  a 

week,  usual l y on Tuesday.  At t endance var i ed f r o« hal f  a dot on t o 

a dosen and a hal f .  Ther e was a smal l  nucl eus of  r el at i vel y mor e 

ospabl e wr i t er s who usual l y showed up st ever y meet i ng and turned 

out l i t erary pi eces r egul ar l y.  There wer e ot her s who wer e not so 

oapfabl a or so i ndust r i ous who at t ended meet i ng i r r egul ar l y.  \ t 

var i ous t i mes,  store i mmat ur e wr i t er s at t ended meet i ngs,  but 

most of  t hem oeme onl y once.  Sever al  of  t he i mmat ure group 

especi al l y et the ver y f i r st meet i ng,  submi t t ed composi t i ons f or 

cr i t i ci sm,  but most of  t hem seeded af r ai d t o do so.  

Ar t hur I f ori mi tsu usual l y chai red t he meet i ngs,  and t he 

member s gat hered i nf or mal l y around a t abl e.  "Di d anyone br i ng any-

t hi ngf " was usual l y t he f i r st quest i on asked,  As a r ul e,  t wo or 

t hree pi eces wer e handed i n.  The chai rman ei t her passed one on t o 



�OS®one t o read al oud« or l et t he wr i t er of  t he pl eoe read i t  

hi msel f * ¿f t er t he r eadi ng,  gener al  or i t i ol e. os were «l i ed f or .  

I f  i t  wer e a poem,  f ew consent s wer e mde,  t he wr i t er bei ng asked 

mer el y to expl ai n what he was t r yi ng t o br i ng out .  Moat of  t he 

pi eeee wer e shor t st or i es or sket ohes and t t ese usual l y st i ml at ed 

a number of  conraents.  Hi e t heme was usual l y di scussed t hor oughl y,  

as wel l  as t he t echni que i n maki ne t he st ory dr amat i c I n maki ng 

i t  "move" f ast er ,  i n keepi ng one poi nt of  vi ew,  et c.  The di scussi on 

and cr i t i oi sm wer e pr obabl y too compl i cat ed f or t he i mmat ure member s 

and may har e been one r eason f or t hei r droppi ng out .  

Member shi p Char aot er i st i es 

t he most act i ve member s of  t he wr i t er s group ar e Hi r oshi  

Sugasawara ( Ri l ey 0«Suga) ,  Ar t Hor i mUsu,  George Kakamur a f j obo) .  

Ken Uayashi ,  f ttgene Okada,  Shuj i  Ki anr a,  Kuby,  Geor ge and J ames 

; >akoda,  Ki ki  Tomi t a,  Mi yoko Takagi ,  Yoshi mi  Kaws ôhi ,  i l l i am 

Osuga,  ranees Okamot o* Most of  t he member s are bet ween t he 

ages of  20 and 30,  wi t h the aver age pr obabl y around 26.  Ar t i s over 

80,  whi l e t her e are pr obabl y none bel ow 20« Fost of  the member s 

have gone t o col l ege,  and several  ar e col l ege gr aduat es,  maki ng 

t hi s growp * r el at i vel y educat ed l Usci  gr oup.  Vhi l e t hey do not 

seem to have a common occupat i onal  backgr ound,  thc> al l  have 

i nt er est i n l i t er at ur e,  i u *ri ti nj ' t or i n such rul st ed f i el ds as 

phot ography* I ' sobers come f r om di f f er ent sect i ons of  t he Coast » 

and s eem to be at t r act ed pr i mar i l y t hrough common i nt er est ,  r at her 

t han t hr ough casual  acquai nt ance* The group has been meet i ng 

r egul ar l y ever y week,  even t hough t he number gat her i ng t oget her 

at any one t i me has never been ver y l arge* 

3eoause of  t hei r wi da r ange of  r eadi ng,  l or one t hi ng,  t he 

conver sat i on of  t he member s t end t o t ake on an I nt el l ect ual  t i nge« 

On t he ot her hand,  t here i s a conspi cuous l ack of  i nt er est i n and 



t al k of  dat sa and dances whi ch occupy so much of  t ho at t ent i on 

of  Nl aei a i n gener al .  The f  i r i s are not par t i cul ar l y at t r act i ve,  

end ere accept ed by t he boye,  who are i n the maj or i t y,  wi t hout 

par t i oul ar r egard f or eex.  Par t of  t hi a i e due t o t he f act ,  no 

doubt ,  t hat t hi a gr oup i a ol der and have out grown t he ext r eme 

emphaei a on t he oppoai t e sex mai nt ai ned by adol eaoent a.  Par t of  

t hi a l aok of  i nt er eet can be t raced t o t he f act t i at t hey have not 

been popul ar wi t h t he oppoai t e sex,  because t hey ar e not at t r act i ve 

( i n oaae of  gi r l a) or beoau&e of  qui r ks i n t hei * per sonal i t y.  Thei r 

i nt el l ect ual  i nt erest s have tended to al i enat e t he» f r om ot her 

Hi sel a who l aol c t hoae i nt erest s* Of  t he r̂ oup onl y about hal f  of  t he 

boys go to a dance occasi onal l y.  

One def i ni t e char act er i st i c of  t he oreat i ve Wr i t er s i a t hei r 

i ndi vi dual l ea,  ¿here haa been no at t empt t o enf er ae any def i ni t e 

gr oup waya on t he gr oup as a whol e,  me chai r manshi p haa beau 

�aede revol vi ng- ,  a di f f er ent per aon taski ng car e of  a meet i ng each 

t i me.  There are no ot her of f i cers* ¿'he faceti ng pl ace,  t oo,  i a 

bei ng rot at ed and hel d at t he home of  t he members i n t ur n.  About 

three at t empt s were made t o change t he name of  t he group« but i n 

spi t e of  t he l ar ge number of  suggest i ons made,  ver y f ew of  t he 

member e agreed wi t h the choi ce of  anot her member .  Vhe names 

scr i bbl er s and Coi i ae *ixd Luk.  have been uaed as subst i t ut e names* 

J obo haa dubbed t ha group as Queer a,  wi t hout par t i cul ar pr ot est f rom 

t he membera* 

The Msgai l ne 

A abor t r evi ew of  t he progreaa of  t he o*gasi ne i s appr opr i at e at 

thi a poi nt .  J obo had cal l ed t he pr ospect i ve magasi ne "The Tempo. " 

I t  was t o be publ i shed i si der the auspi ces of  t he Adul t Eduoat i on 

Depar t ment ,  whi ch was di r eot ed by Pr .  r t nei s,  a mat ur e and 



dogmat i c woman who was used to havi ng t hi ngs done j ust as ah« 

t hought t hey ought t o bo.  f chen the f i r st a&ri useri :  ts w«r e sent 

t o her t o bo l ooked over ,  she di sapproved of  amay of  t he« because,  

�he «ai d,  t hey were not of  hi gh l i t erary qual i t y.  J obo «Hereupon 

resi gned hi s j ob wi t h t he Adul t Bdueat i on Depar t ment ,  and t ook t he 

manusor i pt s t o Mr .  Cook,  head of  t he Xnfori aat i an Di vi si on.  

Mr .  Cook,  *ti o had wr i t t en r adi o pl ays hi msel f ,  wel comed t he mag*si n« 

and of f ered to have i t  publ i shed f r ee of  charge under hi s depar t ment .  

As he was ent rust ed wi t h the t ask of  censor i ng publ i cat i ons wi t hi n 

t he Col «ay,  t hi s ar rangement woul d obvi at e the necessi t y of  sendi ng 

the . manuscri pts t o San Franci sco t o be appr oved.  Al so t he ma âsi ne 

coul d be di st r i but ed f ree of  charge as a suppl ement to t he news-

paper .  

Mr .  Cook and t he Creat i ve ur l t ers 

l i hen i t  was l earned feat Mr .  ©ok had been a wr i t er ,  t he 

members wer e ent husi ast i c about havi ng hi m come t o t he meet i ngs 

to er i t i oi s« t h«works of  t he member s.  One meet i ng was hel d i n 

t he newspaper of f l oe t o h«ar t he cor wsnf  he had to ?mkm on t he 

pl eo«s al r eady wr i t t en,  the bet t er ones wer e severel y er i t i oi i ed,  

and the ot hers were put asi de as unwor t hy of  publ i cat i on.  The 

members consi dered t hi s a reasonabl e pr ocedur e,  but t hey wer e 

amused by hi s dopi at i sm.  i or i mi t su had wr i t t en ' he Mi r r or  ̂

wi t hout any t hought of  mot her l ove as a t heme but  ur* Cook advi sed 

hi m t o rewr i t e the end t o make i t  a mot her l ove st or y.  I t  had 

to be a mot her l ove st or y,  he sai d,  and proceeded t o poi nt out 

passages whi ch mad« i t  so.  And he i nsi st ed t hat t he drunkard i n 

Frank Hl gi totcf r st or y shoul d be ki l l ed by the a i f «,  who,  i n f r ank
1
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mi nd,  was supposed t o st and f or al l  of  t he goodnessi n t he wor l d.  

Not onl y coul d Mr .  Cook not see t he poi nt of  vi ew of  t he 

i ndi vi dual  wr i t er s,  but he di d not f reem t o be abl e t o r eal i se 

t hat J apanese have a di f f er ent way of  l ooki ng at t hi ngs.  

Because Mr .  Cook coul d not come t o t he meet i ngs on Tuesday 

ni ght ,  t hey wer e changed t o Thur sday ni ght t o sui t hi s conveni ence.  

He came t o about t hr ee meet i ngs i n successi on.  At f i r st t he 

meet i ngs pr oceeded ami cabl y.  Mr .  Cook t ook t he l ead i n t he di scussi ons 

and di d most of  t he comment i ng,  and al t hough he was st i l l  dogmat i c,  

noj ane seemed t o mi nd.  Then someone asked hi m t o br i ng some of  t he 

radi o pl ays t hat he had wr i t t en t o r ead t o t he gr oup,  For t he next 

t wo meet i ngs t he member s wer e occupi ed l ar gel y i n l i st eni ng to 

Mr .  Cook r ead hi s own wor ks.  The pl ays wer e consi dered wel l - wr i t t en 

and to have a def i ni t e pl ot .  Mr« Cook sai d t hat t he st or i es of  

t he member s di d not have enough pl ot ,  and t hat t hey shoul d st r i ve 

f or t hat f or a change,  i nst ead of  har pi ng on t he soul - seeki ng sort 

of  ti l i ngs t hat t hey T«ere t urni ng out .  A f ew of  t he mor e cr i t i cal  

members t hought t hat Mr .  Cook' s st or i es wer e t oo commerci al  and 

had not hi ng subst ant i al  t o t hem,  so t hey cont i nued t o wr i t e what 

t hey want ed t o.  Then Mr .  Cook suggest ed t hat each member wr i t e 

an "exerci se" descr i bi ng a r oom af t er a st ag par t y.  

I n t he meant i me,  t he mor e sensi t i ve member s began t o r esent 

t he i dea of  havi ng Mr .  Cook come t o t he meet i ngs.  One member 

sai d t hat Mr .  Cook was br i ngi ng hi s t hi ngs to r ead even when t he 

gr oup was not i nt erest ed i n t hem.  Thi s member suggest ed Mr .  Cook 

br ought up t he Russi an dr ama dur i ng t he di scussi on beoause he 

t hought t he member s di dn' t know anyt hi ng about i t .  Al so,  i t  was 

hi nt ed t hat he was t r yi ng t o change t he cl ub i nt o an advanced 

Ehgl i sh cl ass wher e the member s woul d l ear n how t o wr i t e t he 



way he di d.  Thi s par t i oul ar member di dn' t t hi nk t hat Cook' » 

commerci al  st uf f  was var y good.  I n hi s opi ni on,  t he group want ed 

t o wr i t e somet hi ng wi t h soci al  si gni f i cance.  He ended up by 

aayi n  ̂ t hat i f  Mr .  Cook cont i nued t o come t o the meet i ng«,  he 

hi msel f  woul dn' t come any mor e.  A f ew member s di scussed way* 

and means of  get t i ng r i d of  hi ®.  

fi t t he next meet i ng t her e were si * member s and Mr .  ook 

pr esent ,  end onl y t wo of  t hem had wr i t t en anyt hi ng.  Bot h of  

t he® wer e capabl e »ember s,  and had di sregarded Mr .  Cook' s sug-

gest i on t o wr i t © a descr i pt i on of  a r oom af t er a st ag par t y.  

When he cel l ed f or "exer ci ses, " no one r esponded.  Then 

Mor i mi t su was asked to read hi s pi ece,  and i t  t urned out to be 

a sket ch begi nni ng wi t h the descr i pt i on of  a r oam,  but endi ng 

up wi t h t he i mpressi ons of  a Si sel  et udent pr i or to l eavi ng hi s 

col l ege t own.  Mr .  Cook comment ed,  among ot her t hi nr s,  t hat i t  

shoul d have been kept an i mpressi on of  a r oo*.  Then when 

Sugasawar a r ead hi e st or y,  Mr .  Cook comment ed t hat i t  was t he 

best st ory wr i t t en so f ar .  Than Mr .  Cook sai d «»at f or t he 

next meet i ng everyone shoul d wr i t e an i mpressi on of  a r oom 

af t er a st ag par t y.  Dae i aei aber asked i f  t hey shoul d wr i t « 

i t  even i f  t hey had no i nt er est i n t he subj ect .  Mr .  Coek di d not 

t ake t he hi nt ,  and sai d t hat i t  woul d be good pr aot i ee.  Mot her 

asked whet her t hey shoul dn' t be wr i t i ng composi t i ons rat her t han 

exerci ses to keep t he �agf tsi ne f urni shed wi t h mat er i al ,  bat af : ai n 

Sr.  (  ook sai d that  o x o r c i a e 8 woul d be mor e hel pf ul .  

Toward the end of  t he neet i nr r .  Cook suddenl y asked whet her 

he wasn' t "but t i ng" i nt o the meet i ng.  A f ew members hast ened to 

er ase t hat i mpr essi on,  and want ed t o know wher e he had got t hat 

i dea.  At t he el ose of  t he meet i ng,  af t er r .  Cook hal  rone home 



the masher s gat hered t o di seues hi s pr esence at t he meet i ng«� 

Ther e was an agr eement t hat he was bei ng dogmat i c and was St i r l i ng 

i ni t i at i ve.  Al so member s di d not l i ke t he f act t hat Mr .  Cook 

was maki ng changes i n t he st or i es as t hey ma t t o pr ess,  wi t hout 

consul t i ng t he wr i t er a.  Mor l mi t su end Sskode*s st or i es had been 

changed at t he end wi t hout t hei r knowl edge,  whi l e ) l ayaahi ' a st or y 

was al t ered i n a way he di sappr oved of .  Fear was expressed t hat 

i f  t hi s cont i nued t he snai l  raamberahi p woul d dwi ndl e st i l l  

f ur t her .  Met hods of  st oppi ng hi » f r om comi ng t o t he l ect i ngs 

wer e di scussed,  and i t  was t hought t hat i t  woul d be best t o shi f t  

t he ni f , ht of  t he meet i ng back to Tuesday,  »hen he woul d have to be 

at t he Counci l  meet i ng.  As an excuse i t  coul d be sai d t hat moat 

of  t he ot her raeai bers coul d not coo© on Thur sday.  

Caucasi an- J apanese Rel at l onshi p 

Thi s i nci dent t hrows l i ght on the Caucasi an- J apanese 

r el at i onshi p e*i st i n$ i n t he Col ony,  »hi l e l ook' s dopaat i o nat ur e 

nay al so asser t i t sel f  i n a Caucasi an gr oup,  hi s assumpt i on of  hi s 

own st at us as super i or t o the J apanese i s unmi st akabl e.  The f act 

t hat he f el t  f r ee to ohenge t he st or i es wr i t t en by me ber s bef or e 

t hey were pr i nt ed i n t h® si agasi na wi t hout even consul t i ng t he 

wr i t er s,  t hat he di d not ask t he opi ni on of  t hose at t he meet i ngs 

i n regard t o the pol i cy concerni ng t he way i n whi ch the meet i ng;  

shoul d bo conduct ed, ,  t hat he f el t  t hat hi s opi ni on waa f i nal  al l  

poi nt to t hat f act ,  l ie does not sssn t o havs suspect ed t hat hi s con-

duct and hi s wr i t i ngs wer e under cr i t i ci sm by t he «amber s and t hat 

some of  t he« f el t  t hat t hey wer e possi bl y bet t er wr i t er a t hen he was.  

The aeaber s st f i r st wel oomed hi s cr i t i ci sms,  but t hey coul d not 

acoept wi t hout some pr ot est hi s dof mat i e ways and hi s super i or 

at t i t ude.  



Leader shi p oj e> 

The act i vi t y of  t he Creat i ve wr i t er s can be vi ewed I n t erm« 

of  l eadershi p* The i n tor«» t of  t he steal ers i n the group i t wi  t o 

bo pri mari l y t hat of  havi ng t hoi r own eanpost i t ans road l al  

di scussed bof oro the f , roup.  Even i f  t hey are not the l oader« i n 

Kvs &roup i n a st r i ot ««m« a t hey *re abl e to rai n t he «pet l i f h* 

awaani ar i l y t hei r pl ace* »r e bei ng read and cr i t i c! red» ?hi « 

expl anat i on i s sore pl ausi bl e i t  i e consi dered t hat t hose 

who wr i t e the best and »oet r egul ar l y are the one« t hat at t end 

the meet i ng« most f r equent l y.  ?hi e oan al i o expl ai n why the l ess 

cape bi o wr i t er« do not co»© to the* aeet i ag« mora than oaoe or 

twi ce* 

Per t of  the r eeent mmt t oward Vr.  «ook pr obabl y eroso f r om 

^at he was t ryi ng to t ake aost of  t he l eader shi p rol e« 

hi aeel f � l ie not onl y l ed the dl 8<*i ««l on,  he al «o br ought hi « own 

work« and occupi ed a l arge par t of  t he Meet i ng« readi ng the»* Hot 

onl y woul d he not gi ve otters mapl e oppor t uni t y t o express t hai r 

opi ni ons even about t hei r own composi t i ons,  but he at t enpt e  ̂ t o 

have t hem wr i t « "exorci ses, " where he w>ul d be the f ocus of  

at t ent i on,  even i f  ot hers di d the wr i t i ng.  


